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the success behind 
many of today's 

major expeditions 
In recent years one constant 

factor has emerged from some of 
the toughest mountaineering 

expeditions - the success of the 
Berghaus A.B. rucsac system. 

The A.B. System has been subjected 
from the outset to the rigours of 

expedition use, the hardest test 
ground in the world. As a result the 

consumer benefits directly, as the 
same durable 

components and 

Internal Frame 

manufacturing 
# care go into the 

final models for general 
distribution. Expeditions can 

highlight areas of strain or wear 
which may take years of normal 

use before becoming apparent, 
therefore allowing the company to 
react quickly ensuring that the final 

product will 
provide the best 

pos
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A prime example of expedition 

development has been the unique 
OCCIPITAL CAVITY. This recess 

between the top of the shoulder 

d AndY park'" -
sr1an Hall an Al Rouse. 
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straps allows for free movement of 
the head in the most difficult 
climbing situations or when 
backpacking 
with a fully 
loaded sac. 
components 
such as the 
Adjustment 
Bars and Internal 
Frame combine strength 
with lightness, while the 
shoulder straps and hip 
belt utilise dual density foams for 

load 
support 
allied with 

.._ superb r comfort. 

Dual density 
foam Hip Belt 

When your life can depend upon the 
performance and reliability of a 
rucsac it is hardly surprising that 
more expeditions, and top 
mountaineers like Chris Bonington, 
Alan Rouse and Brian Hall, rely 
exclusively on the 
A.B. System. 
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A good design will 
stand the test of tinte. 
Chouinard Carabiners 1957-1985. 
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one of the best climbing 
journals in the world 

• Five lead articles on Bhutan, China, the Eastern Himalaya 
• Lightweight expeditions, unclimbed peaks, unexplored ranges 
•Over 300 pages of adventure, information, humour, maps 

., •Nearly 70 pages of superb colour and B/W photographs 
• Hard-cover quality - a journal to keep 

Authors include: Kurt Diemberger, Mal Duff, Mick Fowler, 
Nick Kekus, Doug Scott, Krystof Wielicki - and many more! 

Order your copy now! 

for all who love mountains 

To: The Alpine Club, 74 South Audley Street, London WlY SFF. 

Please send me ............. copy(ies) of The Alpine Journal 1985 @ £15. 

I enclose my remittance for £ ............ payable to The Alpine Club. 

AJ85/M 

Name ____________________ _ 

Address ____________________ _ 



For years The North Face has 
been a name synonymous with 
the best in outdoor equipment. 
our research, design and 
manufacture of tents, clothing, 
rucksacks and sleeping bags 
are second to none. 

And we back up our faith in 
our products with a lifetime 
guarantee that means if a 

product fails due to a 
manufacturing defect, even 
after extended use, we will 
repair it free of charge or 
replace it at our option. 

North Face, 

your N RTH quite simply THEI\ 
guaran~ee 0/Acel 
of quality. FH 

THE NORTH FACE (SCOTLAND) LTD. PO BOX16, Industrial Estate, Port Glasgow 
Renfrewshire PA14 SXL SCOTLAND. Telephone 0475 41344 Telex 7TT394. 

Since 1972 

teps to the s 
Denali, Mt. McKin 

s. We also lead expeditions 
nd Himalaya and to 

tures please consider 
and alpine school in 
s of S.W. Colorado. 
g instruction and 
ilable during the " 

'Top gearforio 
Ron Fawcett on Slender Loris 
E3,6A Malham 
Based on photo by John Beatty 

'The new Rockstar Rack System 
is perfect for the crags, and the 
leg loops are extremely 
comfortable. The best harness 
I have used:· GARY GIBSON 

··Attractive and very good for 
comfort, safety and freedom of 
movement. Being able to leave the 
harness on and even stay belayed 
whilst going to the toilet is great, 
especially for women:· 

BONNY MASSON 

-- comfortable with total freedom of 
movement and no chaffing, even in 
shorts. In hanging stances, even when 
twisting sideways, the load is still 
distributed onto both thighs. The new 
rack arrangement is the best I have ever 
used." ANDY PERKINS 

·· ideal for the modern climber who is 
conscious of weight and comfort. The 
support is well away from sensitive areas: · 

KEITH SHARPLES 

THE ALPINIST 
··These leg loops which fit on any Troll waist 
belt should prove excellent for the mountaineer 
or rock climber who wants comfortable 
adjustable leg loops. The newly designed buckle 
is in the best possible place and is small enough 
to avoid any inconvenience:· KEITH SHARPLES 

'G:rr@DD Safety Equipment Ltd. 
Uppermill, Oldham OL3 6M. Tel: Saddleworth 2120 and 6189 

-----------To Troll Safety Equipment Ltd. 

I Please send me your free colour catalogue I 
with full details of new equipment for I 985 I 

I Name . 

1~~ I 
I __________ I 

M9 I L ____ -- ___ ..::,-_--J 
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Perfectly balanced, state-of-the-art 
core and sheath construction, 

featuring a sheath of twisted yarns 
making optimum use of fiber 

strength . 

Proven technical 
superiority 

■ outstanding strength to weight 
ratio 

■ high test values 
■ consistent quality 

■ soft, compact, flexible, for ideal 
handling characteristics 

■ decreased rope drag due to 
reduced friction on rock and 

through protection 
■ increased abrasion resistance 

for reduced sheath wear and 
delayed furring up. 

CH-5600 Lenzburg/Switzerland 

Distributors: 
Australia: 

Four Seasons Imports Pty Ltd, 
East Kew, Victoria 3102 

UK Northern Feather Leisure (UK) Ltd, 
Menston-llkley 

USA: ADVENTVRE}6 San Diego, CA 92120 
(ill) Bellevue, WA 98005 
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·Hoofis to 
Your BacK: 

Shope · 

SA2.. 

Take a leaf out of our book 
for the best in rucsacs 

r---------------7 I Send for the 1985/86 Rucsac Guide I 
I Name I 
I Address . . . . . . . .. ............. .... . ....... . .. ..... I 

ICARAt"Mo~ 
EQ UI PMENTjorADV ENTU RE 

I .. . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. .. . I 
I I I ........... Post Code ... I 
I Karrimor International Limited P.O. Box M.1 O Avenue Parade I 
LAccrington Lanes 885 6PR 

----------------' 
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Lowell Thomas, Jr. and Don Lee 
Owners/Operators 

Specializing in mountain-glacier Hying . Serv ing 
climbers, skiers, aerial sightsettfS, wilderness 
campers, scient ists, miners and prospectors, 
fishermen and the general publ ic. 

cootacl TALKEETNA AIR TAXI, INC. 
8011 73, Talkeetna, AK 99676 

Tel: (907) 733-2218 or: 
Lowell Thomas, 7022 Tana ina Dr, Anchorage , AK 99502 

MOUNTAIN TRAVEL's Climbing Expeditions for 1986 
South America (Peru / Huascaran, Cordillera Real df Bolivia, Sierra 
Del Cocuy in Colombia, Aconcagua in Argentina, high altitude 
volcanoes of Chile and Ecuador), Alaska (McKinley), Nepal (Island 
Peak, Pacharmo, Pokhalde), China / Tibet (Mt. Shishapangma), 
Switzerland (Matterhorn, Mont Blanc), non-technical clunbs in 
Germany, Austria, Italy, plus USSR Climbing Camps in the 
Caucasus, Pamirs, Siberian Altai, Western Tian Shan. Learn-to
climb seminars in Peru and Alaska (McKinley). 
Send for free 1986 Schedule: Mountain Travel, 1398 Solano 
Avenue, Albany CA 94706. (415) 527-8100. 

1// 

Details from, 
1.S.M .. Club Vagabond. 1854 Leysin 
Switzerland. Tel. (Swiss code) 25 34 13 21 

DOUG GEETING AVIATION is now booking climbing 
parties for flights into the Mt. McKinley Park. Give Doug a call 

collect for information and reservations. His speciality is 
Expedition Air transportation . Why not fly the best? 

Write to DOUGGEETINGAVIATION,Box 42, 
Talkeetna Alaska 99676 
or call collect to (907) 733-2366 



Here are 10 good reasons 
Clog Karabiners are designed by A wide range of gate openings, all of 
climbers for climbers. which accept a figure 8, two ropes, etc. 

Built in reliability : in almost 17 years The finest gate action available - soft 
manufacturing karabiners, not one has and smooth . 
broken due to faulty materials or All gates can be opened under body 
workmanship. weight - an important feature 
Immaculate finish , unsurpassed ------- for mountain rescue and 
by any other manufacturer. SUPERLATIVE aid climbing. 

Each Karabiner is individually 
inspected before leaving our 
factory . 

Locking Karabiners do not 
depend on the locking 
mechanism for strength . 

KARABINERS 
FOR EVERY 
SITUATION 

Special Swiss rotary riveting 
technique ensures positive 

heads with no stress to the 
aluminium. 

CLOG Karabiners exceed all 
~ international safety requirements 

Write now for free catalogues and dealer list to: 

Clogwyn Climbing and Safety Equipment, Deiniolen, Gwynedd, U.K. 
Telephone: <0286> 870551. Telex: 617135. 
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..... Stop Press ... 
New climbing shop opening 
in Central London ..... . 

London's Nol specialist mountain sports 
retailer opening this October in The Strand. 

Opposite Charing Cross Station. 
(Ring our Kensington shop on 01-938 1911 for further details). 

215 Kensington High Street, London W8. Tel: 01-938 1911. 456-8 The Strand, London WC2. 
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Roadhead Draws Nearer to Everest 
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NEPAL 
Kangchenjunga 
An attempt on the North Face led 
by John Roskelley failed at 
7900m, reached by Kim Momb 
and Roskelley on May 13, 1985. 
Gregg Cronn came down with a 
serious case-of cerebral oedema 
on May 15 and ~fforts where then 
directed to getting him down 
safely. Other American te~ms 
failed on the Direct West Ridge on 
Everest at 8600m and at 7000~. 
on the Pear Route of Dhaulagiri . 

Cho Oyu (8201ml 
Seven members of the Basque 
team reached the summit on ~ay 
15 and 17, 1985via the SWS1de 
route. They found the date_ on the 
Chinese flag on the summit to be 
1985.5.1. The Tibetan team had 
reached the summit from the . 
Gyabrang valley on the west (first 
ascent route) and not as was 
previously thought by a new route 
from the Pa lung glacier and north 
face. 
10 

Yalung Kang (8505ml 
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A 14 man Yugoslavian team made 
the first ascent of the North Face. 
They decided against their 
originally planned route on the 
North Pillar because of the 
dangers involved and they opted 
for the big died re between 
Kangchenjunga and Ya lung Kang. 
Ropes were fixed to 7400m and 
camp 4 was placed at 8100m. 
Bergant and Cesan left camp 4 on 
April 22 and after ten hours of 
climbing, reached the summit. 
While descending Bergant 
slipped off the ropes _at 4pm. He 
had been climbing without 
oxygen throughout. His body 
could not be found by Cesan who 
bivouaced out at 8300m. Ya lung 
Kang has now been climbed by 27 
or 28 people, including one 
woman, from 7 different 
expeditions. 

Dhaulagiri 1 
Reinhold Messner and Hans . 
Kammerlander made the summit 

on May 12, 1985. Messner now 
only has Lhotse and Makalu to do 
if he is to complete ascents of all 
the 8000m peaks. 

Gurja (7193ml 
A Japanese-Nepali team climbed 
this mountain on April 29, 1985. 
Four Japanese and two Sherpas_ 
reached the summit ; S. Kobayashi, 
Mrs Y. Kasha, S. Ogasawara, M. 
Sakurai, Nawang Yonden Sherpa 
and Sherpa Ang Tem_ba . 
Kobayashi lost consciousness 
and died on the descent. Another 
expedition was also successful 
on May 17 and 18, 1985. Th1swas 
a joint Rumanian-Nepalese party. 
Joan Panazan was killed by 
stonefall on May 15 but M_1ss 
Lhakpa Dolma Lama, Manus . 
Marcus, Ang Karma, Ph_urba K1tar, 
Nima Dorje Tamang, Bir Bahadur 
Tamang and tw<? others went to 
make the summit. 

Annapurna 1 (8091ml 
Messner and Kammerlander 
reached the summit on April 24 

via the North West Face. Th_ey 
went on to climb Dhaulagiri later 
in the same season . 

Pumori (7161ml 
A ten man Austrian team climbed 
Pumori via the SW Face. Four 
climbers reached the summit on 
April 21, 1985 and a further five on 
the 23 and 26. 
Pedro Rodes Munoz, Juan Natas 
Greau and Joan Alacron Castillo 
reached the summit via the SE 
Face on May 9, 1985. (Spanish) . 

Arna Dablam (6812ml 
An Italian team set up base camp 
on April 8, 1985. Six climbers led 
by Casimiro Ferran made the 
summit on April 23 and 
descended without incident. 

Annapurna 3 
A Royal Nepal Army _expedition 
climbed this mountain from the 
north . Four members reach_ed the 
summit on May fourth ; MaJor . 
Pradeep Karki, Sherpa Ang Kam 1, 



A quasi-photo montage of the unclimbed South Face of Yuskin Garden Sar (7530ml in the Karakoram. The peak, on the left of this view, was 
first climbed by an Austro-Pakistani team in 1984, by a route which crosses to the col on the right, then climbs the far side of the right hand peak 
to the left hand col, and so up the ridge to the summit. 

Hira Bahadur, and Surja Bahadur 
Tamang. 

Manaslu (8163ml 
A fifteen member Austrian team 
was led by Wilfried Studer of 
Wolford. Studer and Sherpa Ang 
Kami left camp three (6500ml at 
1 0pm on April 30, 1985, and after 
a 17 hour climb reached the 
summit the following day. They 
returned to camp three by 10pm 
the same day. On a subsequent 
summit attempt Thomas Juen 
was swept off by an avalanche 
while descending after failing to 
make the summit. 

Himal Chuli East (7893ml 
A 63 year old, Paul Geza Orban, 
from Hungary, -led a 12 man 
Hungarian team on the NE Face. 
Sandor Csandi and Peter 
Greskovits from Budapest died 
on May 16 but the team carried 
on, reaching the summit on May 
23, 1985. The sum miters were; 

Josef Csiko, Laszlo Varas and 
Sherpa Sardar Pemba Norbu. 

Gauri Shankar (7134ml 
Kensaku Sakai and Tsuyoshi 
Ooizumi attempted an alpine style 
ascent but Sakai fell to his death 
from 5900m on May 10 and the 
expedition was abandoned. 

Taweche, Cholatse, Arna Dablam 
Naoe Sakashita led a seven 
member Sangaku Doshikai team 
to these peaks. Sakashita, 
Kazuhiro, Ohumura, Kazuo Yagi 
and Haruo Toyoda climbed 
Taweche in alpine style and then 
Ishibashi, Ariake and Shibuya 
climbed the north face of Cholatse 
on April 29, 1985. 
On the second of May Sakashita 
and Ariake gained the summit of 
Arna Dablam and on the following 
day so did Ishibashi and Toyoda. 
Unfortunately Ishibashi slipped 
to his death from 5900m on the 
descent and plans for an attempt 
on Cho Oyu were abandoned. 

Ohmi Kangri 
A 10 member Swiss expedition 
from Neuchatel repeated the 
ascent of this mountain in the 
Janak region of Eastern Nepal. 
On April 4, 1985 the summit was 
reached by Alin Vaucher (35) and 
Andre Vaucher (51 ). The summit 
was first ascended in the pre 
monsoon of 1982 by 7 Japanese 
and 1 Sherpa. The recorded 
height of the summit has varied 
considerably: one Nepalese list 
describes it as 7922m, a figure 
which is clearly wrong; other 
estimates vary from 6812m to 
7028m . The Japanese team 
estimated a height of a little less 
than 7400m. 

Ngojumba Kang (7916ml 
A Polish-American expedition 
attempted the East Ridge of Cho 
Oyu, which had earlier been 
attempted by Steve Berry's Bristol 
expedition. They failed at about 
the same place after establishing 
a camp 6 at 7850m on the East 

..... 

Ridge itself, reached via the south 
face. Two large gendarmes of 
rotten rock bar the way to easy 
ground leading to the summit of 
Cho Oyu. Rick Wilcox and Mark 
Richey made probably the first 
ascent of Ngojumba Kang 1 which 
was only 60m vertically above 
their camp 6. 
The Poles then turned their 
attention to the west side of Cho 
Oyu and made a successful climb 
to the summit on May 28, 1985. 
Miroslaw Gardzielewski and 
Jacek Jezierski were the summit 
members. 

Everest Approach 
On May 28, 1985 the Lamosangu -
Jiri road was officially opened. 
110km long, it shortens the 
traditional walk to Everest by 
several days, although of course 
it has been possible for some time 
to fly direct to Lukla or 
Shyangboche. Switzerland 
provided 88 percent of the finance 
for the project. 

11 





Opposite Page : Definitely not th1; 1-f imalaya I Mark Leach on Prow, Raven Tor Derbyshire. He climbed the 
direct start which forms Revelations (E7 6c) then continued up the rest of Prow, to make effectively the 
first complete free ascent of the old aid route. Visiting French climber Antoine Le Menestrel astounded 
everyone by soloing this direct start! See Derbyshire notes. Photo: Neil Foster. 

,,, 
......;.~ ~ ;;;::g, -~-_.._,,,;>·· ·. - ;-.-: 

Gurla Mandhata (Namunani, 7694m) from the South. The photo was taken with a telephoto lens from the NW Ridge of Api in December 1983. 
Photo : Tadeusz Piotrowski. 

KA RAK ORAM 
Gasherbrum 2 (8035ml 
Frenchman Pierre Gevaux 
jumped from the summit with a 
special parachute setting a world 
altitude record and four days later 
on July 14, 1985 Jean Marc Boivin 
made a descent from the summit 
by hang-glider also setting a new 
world record. At 8,000m the 
buoyancy of air is also a quarter 
of that at sea level. Boivin reached 
the summit in 16 hours from base 
camp and descended in 25 
minutes back to base camp. He 
had carried his hang-glider to the 
summit on a previous occasion . 

Vukshin Garden Sar (7530ml 
This fine mountain, which had 
remained unclimbed until 1984, 
was climbed by an Austrian 
expedition and by two different 
Japanese expeditions during 
1984. (See Mountain 99). All the 
expeditions were joint with the 
Pakistanis. The actual first ascent 
was made by the Austrian -
Pakistani party on June 26. From 
a base camp on the right moraine 
of the Yazghil glacier, set up at 
4,000m on May 29, 1984, further 
camps were established at 
5150m, then a hundred metres 

lower at 5050m, 6150m and 
6700m. The last camp was right 
underneath the summit face and 
was established on June 9. On the 
June 26, after two abortive 
attempts. Willi Bauer, Reinhard 
Streif, Willi Brandecker and Dr 
Walter Bergmayr made the 
summit at 4.30pm. 

Nanga Parbat 
A Polish all women's expedition 
succeeded in climbing the 
Kinshofer Route on the Diamir 
Face. Four camps were 
established and the summit was 
reached on July 15 by Anna 
Czerwinska, Krystyna Palmowska 
and Wanda Rutkiewicz. There 
were also Japanese, German, 
Swiss and French expeditions on 
the Diamir Face. On July 8 two 
Japanese from Nagasaki, and two 
French, Bernard Muller and 
Laurence de la Ferriere reached 
the summit. On July 11 Michael 
Dacher and Peter Habeler also 
reached the top. 
The first woman to climb Nanga 
Parbat was Liliane Barrard on 
June 27, 1984andthesecondwas 
Laurence de la Ferriere. Both 
climbed with their husbands, 
whereas the Polish women 
climbed entirely without men . 

The South East Pillarwas climbed 
to the summit for the first time by 
a Polish expedition. 
Herrligkoffer's expedition more 
or less climbed the route in 1982 
when Ueli Buhler climbed alone 
to their high point of 8042m. Five 
camps were placed and the 
summit was reached on July 13 
1985 by Zygmunt Heinrich, Jerzy 
Kukuczka, Slawomir Lobodzinski 
and a Mexican climber Carlos 
Carsolio. Unfortunately Piotr 
Kalmus from Krakow was killed in 
an avalanche between camps one 
and two, bringing the total 
number of climbers killed on 
Nanga Parbat to over 50 
(including 15 Sherpas, 12 
Germans and 9 Japanese) . For 
Kukucza it was his ninth eight 
thousand metre peak, just three 
short of Messner. 

Siachen Glacier Area 
A joint Indian-British expedition 
with 6 Indian members and 5 
British had a very successful trip 
to some rarely visited peaks. They 
explored three glaciers and 
reached 5 cols as well as 
achieving a number of important 
first ascents. The Terong valley 
had only been visited once before, 
in 1929 by Dr Visser from the 
Netherlands. No traces were 

found of locals having visited. The 
expedition left Leh on June• 12, 
1985 and started up the Siachen 
glacier on the 14th. The most 
important ascent achieved was 
the first ascent of Rima 3 (7233ml 
made by Dave Wilkinson and Jim 
Fotheringham. It started off as an 
attempt on Rimo 1 from the East 
by crossing Ibex col, on July 11 . 
The route looked too dangerous 
however and they decided to try 
Rima 3 instead. On the July 14 
they reached the summit at 
9.30am. The route was TD inf. An 
exceptionally difficult Andean 
type headwall defended the virgin 
Rima 1 and 2 from this side. 
Other first ascents were: Sondhi 
(6480ml climbed by Samant and 
Dhiren on the 13th of July via the 
West Ridge and west icefall; 
Sundbrar (6300m) was climbed 
by the same pair the previous day. 
On July 12, Boga and Agrawal 
climbed the South Ridge of 
Lharimo (6070ml. Doab (6045ml 
was climbed by Contractor and 
Harsinh on July 15 via the South 
Ridge. Safina (5975ml was . 
climbed on July 6 by Samant and 
Contractor via the West Ridge. 
Rima 1 was attempted by 
Saunders and Venables who 
reached 6900m on the SW spur. 
Saigatwas attempted by Kapadia 
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Rimo Ill (7233m) at left, and Rimo I (7385m) from the North Terong Glacier. Photo: Harish Kapadia. 

and Pratapsinh who reached 
5800m on the South Face. 
A second phase of the expedition 
took place on the South Terong 
and Shelkar Chorten glaciers 
between the 20th and 26th of July. 
Venables soloed Chorten (6050m) 
by the West Ridge on July 22 and 
Nagabong Terong (6180m) by the 
East Ridge on the July 24. On the 
return they had serious problems 
crossing the Terong Topko river 
which had risen . 
Biarchedi (6759ml 
Two Spaniards, Antonio Martinez 
and Joaquin Carril climbed the 
North East Faceofthis virgin peak 
on the Baltoro. They called their 
route "Sue no lmposible". It 
provided a steep ice route of 
2300m. The peak is near 
Masherbrum and is reached by 
crossing the Yermanendu glacier 
which descends from 
Masherbrum. 

HINDU KUSH 
Saraich Zorn (Bindu Gui Zorn 2) 
6216m 
An Italian team from Torino 
climbed the difficult North Ridge 
(TD sup), using fixed ropes for the 
first section then climbing in a 
three day push. They descended 
in 40 abseils down the virgin East 
Face. The first ascent of this peak 
had been made in 1979 by a 
Japanese team. Ribetti, Castiglia, 
Manera and Sant Unione made 
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the summit on August 3, 1984. 
Bindu Gui Zorn 1 was climbed in 
1978 by Kukucza and Piotrowski 
(Polish). The mountain group lies 
between the lower Ti rich glacier 
and the North Barun Glacier. 

INDIA 
Gangotri Shivling (6543ml 
A Spanish expedition, consisting 
of J.C. Tamayo, A.J. Posada, F. 
Davila and J.L. Fernandez made 
the first ascent of the central spur 
on the SW face in a 7 day alpine 
push, reaching the summit on 
June 6, 1984. (2,000m T.D.sup). 

Rudugaira (5818ml 
Situated north east of Gangotri 1 
and north west of The lay Sagar 
this mountain was climbed by six 
members of the Institute of 
Exploration, Calcutta . Four or five 
of the team members were 
women . 
Kedarnath Dome (6831ml 
Martin Moran and Don French 
climbed the East Face from the 
Ghanahim glacier. The lower 
800m is excellent granite but the 
upper 200m is fragile. The route 
joins the East Ridge to reach the 
summit. Three bivouacs were 
needed and the climb involved 
mainly grade 4 & 5 rock climbing 
with three pitches of 6, and one 
pitch of 7. The 2000m high face to 
the left remains unclimbed and 
offers an exciting challenge. 

Bhagirathi 2 
A German expedition climbed the 
normal route on the May 23, 1985. 
The summit was reached by L.O. 
Nayal, R. Winkelmann and W. 
Brietenbach . On May 26 B. Patt 
and F.J. Kummert also reached 
the summit. 

Bhagirathi 3 
A French expedition made the 
third ascent ofthe superb Spanish 
Route on the SW Face. 300m of 
rope were fixed and then the 
summit was reached after 8 
bivouacs on the June 6, 1985. The 
team members were Pierre 
Faivre, Jeff Lemoine and Guy 
Mevellec Bouvet. 

TIBET 
Gurla Mandhata (7694ml 
This is the highest mountain in 
the Trans Himalaya and was one 
of the highest unclimbed 
mountains in the world. It was 
attempted in 1905 by Tom 
Longstaff and the two Swiss 
guides Brocherel who reached 
7250m. After a reconnaissance in 
1984 a large expedition of 17 
Chinese and 18 Japanese was 
organised and led by Shih 
Chanchu. Base camp was reached 
on May 4 and further camps were 
established at 61 00m, 6600m, and 
7260m. On May 25 Camp 4 was 
established at 7400m. The 
following day the summit was 

reached by Sung Chih-i, Chin 
Chin-hsi, Tsou Ieng Tou-chi , 
Jampu, Toyoji Wada, Yosiharu 
Suita, Kozo Matsubayashi and 
Keiichiro Suita. On May 28 five 
more climbers went to the 
summit. The mountain, which is 
also known as Namunani or 
Naimonani , was climbed from the 
north. 

BHUTAN 
Apart from the previously 
mentioned ascent of Jichu Drake 
(Tsherim Kang) (see Mountain 
103), Japanese teams made 
ascents of Namsela and Kanglum. 
An Italian team failed on Jichu 
Drake. This year American and 
Japanese teams are on Gangkar 
Punsum, the highest peak in 
Bhutan, while another Japanese 
team is attempting Masagang. 

SIKKIM 
Kabru Dome (6545ml 
A joint French-Indian party made 
the first ascent of the SW Ridge 
which was comparable to the 
Brenva Spur. Nineteen climbers 
reached the summit including the 
three French Marmier, Ma illy and 
Leroy. Col Sandhu led the Indian 
contigent. The climb was done in 
preparation for an attempt on 
Kangchenjunga but that peak is 
no longer available and so the 
team is going to attempt the 
unclimbed West Face of Kamet. 



SOUTH AMERICA 

PERU 
Cordillera Blanca 
Huandoy Este (6070m) 
A party from Zagreb, led by Darko 
Berljak climbed a new route on 
the North Face, between the East 
and North Ridges. D. Butkovic, B. 
Ognancevic and B. Puzak climbed 
the 500m high face on the June 
12-13, 1985. 

Cordillera Huayhuash 
Various Italian teams were active 
in this area during 1984. E. Rosso, 
G. Lanza and E. Contini climbed 
the South Face of Jirishanca 
Chico (5427m) on 800m of ice and 
rock to grade 4. They also climbed 
the left hand side of the South 
Face of Ninashanca (5607m) by a 
700m face of steep ice. On August 
5, A. Antola, F. Ferraresi and A. 
Mantero climbed the West 
Buttress of Rasac Central (5617m) 

and went on to make an ascent of 
the West Face of Yerupaja on 
August 26 and 27. 

ECUADOR 
Mike Woolridge and Lindsay 
Griffin made several ascents over 
the Christmas period but they 
encountered poor weather and 
thought that locally based 
climbers were more likely to be 
successful as they could make 
better use of the unpredictable 
weather. 1/iniza Norte and 
Carihuairazo Estewere climbed 
and a new route was climbed on 
the SSW Face of Chimborazo 
(631 Om) with one bivouac. 

CENTRAL ANDES 
Aconcagua (6960m) 
The Polish woman Wanda 
Rutkiewicz made an alpine style 
ascent of the French Route on the 

... ., .... 

South Face with the Swiss 
Stephane Schaffter. The ascent 
took three days from January 16 
to 19, 1985. Wanda is the third 
woman to have climbed the face, 
the first being Titoune Bouchard 
in 1984, the second being a 
Canadian. 

PATAGONIA 
Fitzroy 

Alan Kearney and Bobby Knight 
made a four day ascent of the 
Casarotto Route on the North 
Face of Fitzroy, after a previous 
unsuccessful attempt. They 
reached the summit on December 
24, 1984. Kearney went on to 
make a two and a half day ascent 
of Cerro Torre by the SE Ridge 
with Swiss climber Beda Fuster. 
Spanish climbers Miguel Angel 
and Jose Luis Garcia Gallego 
climbed a new route on the East 

The East Face of Paine Grande, 
showing the line of the South 
African Route . 
Photo: Chris Lomax. 

Face in March 1984. (1 ,500m ED) 
This was their second attempt on 
the route after an u nsuccessfu I 
expedition in 1982. (See Mountain 
104 - No Siesta on Fitzroy). 

Paine Grande (2300m) 
A South African party of Chri s 
Lomax, John Davies and Hilton 
Davies made the first ascent of 
the avalanche prone East Face. 
Very bad weather was 
encountered in the final push 
wh ich took four and a half days, 
reaching the summit on 
December 9 and taking a further 
four days to descend the West 
side of Paine Grande. The first 
third of th e face involved mostly 
grade 4 climbing and followed the 
rock ramp to a couloir leading to 
the seracs. Steep ice was climbed 
through the seracs, followed by 
mixed climbing. The final third 
involved grade 5 ice climbing and 
grade 6 mixed climbing on very 
bad ice. 

New Centre for Latin American 
Information 
In Krakow (Poland) a new 
documentation and information 
centre has been set up. They are 
attempting to set up a data bank 
including expedition reports, 
scientific research etc. The centre 
welcomes cooperation and can 
be contacted at the following 
address : 
Osrodek Dokumentacji i 
lnformacji Latynoamerykanskiej , 
ul Slawkowska 17, 31 -016 Krakow, 
Poland. 

Nick Estcourt Award 
Applications are now invited for 
the 1986 Nick Estcourt Award 
from expeditions attempting 
major new routes or repeating 
existing routes but in more 
challenging style or conditions. A 
single grant is made to a 
lightweight expedition which is 
most likely to further British 
mountaineering. The award is 
independent of other grant giving 
bodies such as the MEF or BMC. 
Applications can be obtained 
from : The Secretary, Nick 
Estcourt Award, 24 Grange Road , 
Bowdon, Cheshire WA14 3EE 
(please send sae) . 

Caucasus Guidebook 
A new guidebook has been 
published, written by A.F. 
Naumov who has written four 
previous volumes to the 
Caucasus. Called Gory Svanetti 
(Centralnyi Kavkaz) it covers the 
Georgia part of the range, from 
Shtavler (3995m) in the west to 
Passismta (3970m) in the east. It 
includes such well known 
mountains as Shkelda, Ushba, 
Shyhara etc. There is historical 
data, including exploratory work 
done by English and French 
pioneers and there are 340 routes 
described up until 1983. 
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OBITUARIES 

Don Whillans 

Donald Desbrow Whillans 
1933-1985 
Don died suddenly in his sleep in 
July 1985, apparently of a heart 
attack. With Joe Brown he was 
the dominant influence upon 
British rock climbing and 
mountaineering for over two 
decades, setting new standards 
between 1951 and the early 1970s. 
Brought up in Salford in 
Lancashire, he became a 
plumber, displaying~ practic_al 
bent which marked his climbing 
throughout his career. After the 
hill walking introduction 
conventional in northern towns, 
he made friends with Eric 
Worthington in 1950 and together 
they experimented with climbing 
at Laddow and other gritstone 
edges. Don was leading VS within 
weeks and soon met other 
climbers, learning rope techni_ques 
and widening his horizons with 
visits to Skye and Wales in winter. 
Early in 1951 he seconded Joe 
Brown on the first ascent of 
Valkyrie Direct on the Roches, but 
during that year he generally 
continued to go his own way, 
making the first repeat of John 
Cunningham's Gallows solo In 
Glencoe. In September of that 
year he became a founder 
member of the Manchester Rock 
and Ice club, one of 12 able 
climbers, and a prodigious output 
of new hard rock climbs followed, 
extending over more than a 
decade. There began the 
legendary Brown-Whillans 
partnership with the ascent of 
Cemetery Gates on Dinas 
Cromlech. 

Joe recorded, "I led the first 
pitch and took a stance just above 
the holly tree and hung onto 
slings attached to poor sp1_kes 
sticking out of t_he rock. This was 
the first stance In slings that we 
had taken. The position on the 
face was very sensational and 
frightening . I brought up Don and 
he was flabbergasted. 'Christ this 
is a gripping place,' he muttered 
hoarsely. Neither of us seemed 
able to move. Then it started to 
rain . .. All the way up it little flakes 
of rock broke off when we pulled 
or stood on them." . 

This account came later. Their 
rock climbs soon gained a 
fearsome reputation, and many 
remained unrepeated for years 
despite evident good quality. 
They broke through barriers only 
marginally dented before, and 
clearly established a standard of 
climbing which would n~w be 
regarded as on the margins 
between E2 and E3, with some 
technical moves of 5c and 6a. 
Given the equipment of the time, 
and even a rare point of aid, they 
were effectively much harder. 

Much ofthis early output was in 
Snowdonia. In Llanberis, Don led 
or led through on Surplomb, 
Subsidiary Groove, Red Wall, 
Black Wall, Erosion Groove and 
the ferocious Direct, Broad Walk, 
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Scrogg Yellow Groove and 
Ngombo. Most ofthese climb_s he 
shared with Brown, culminating 
in the Thing, and the Cromlech 
Girdle in 1956. Characteristically 
he led Erosion Groove Direct and 
Grond, two of the hardest an~/or 
least protected pitches of the time 
in Britain. On Cloggy, too, his 
contribution was legendary, 
beginning with Vember in 1_951, 
the solution of a problem tried by 
Kirkus and Birtwistle, the 
outstanding rock climbers of the 
late 1930s. There followed, with 
Brown, Black Cleft, Pinnacle Flake, 
Spillikin, The Girdle of the East 
Buttress, East Gully Wall and 
Groove, Carpet Slab and his lead 
with Vim Betts of Slanting Slab, 
one of the most serious ofthe '50s 
new routes. In 1955 he led 
through with Brown on Wo_ubits, 
did Sceptre and made the first 
complete of White Slab the day 
after Ron Moseley's ascent of the 
slab itself. His most characteristic 
route was Taurus, in the same 
mode as Erosion Groove Direct, 
outstandingly steep, strenuous 
and, at that time, poorly 
protected. 

From very early Don had wider 
ambitions. Despite strong 
conventional pressures from 
home and the need to earn a 
living, he always travelled widely. 
With companions from the Rock 
and Ice including Joe Brown, Nat 
Allen a~d Don Cowans, his first 
Chamonix trip was made in 1952, 
and it became a regular 
pilgrimage. His 20 hour third 
ascent with Brown of the West 
Face of the Drus and the Blatiere 
West Face in 1954arewell known. 

Already Don was a fou_nde_r 
member of the Alpine Cl1mb_ing 
Group, set up in 1953 to en~ance 
the standards of British alpin1sm. 
Its ideals were also his own. As 
his autobiography stated, "Once 
Everest was climbed in 1953, 'the 
pursuit of height was over, quality 
and difficulty were to become the 
new criteria in the mountaineering 
world'". The ACG connection 
also led to new climbing alliances, 
though Sassenach on Carn _Dearg 
on Ben Nevis fell to the Whillans
Brown partnership. Joe was 
invited to Kangchenjunga an_d 
climbed it in 1954, but Don missed 
out, compensating with ascents 
of the Old Man of Stoer on Skye 
with Geoff Sutton, Trinity on 
Scawfell and Delphinus on Raven 
Crag Thirlmere. 

Sutton was so impressed by 
this and Brown and Whillans' 
other feats that he formulated his 
theory about all future top 
climbers being moulded in the 
same short powerful physical 
mould and made it a key theme of 
his "Snowdon Biography" in 
1956. Don remained sceptical. 

"It seems to me that natural 
ability, an affinity with the rock 
and a desire to try for the 
impossible are qua~ities which 
will make a great climber, 

Photo Border Television 

irrespective of physical 
characteristics, though at the 
highest level of climbing, stamina 
and strength will always be 
essential". 

Other major climbs of this era 
included Triermain Eliminate, the 
Direct Finish to Thirlmere 
Eliminate, Dovedale Groove, the 
Girdle of Deer Bield and Extol in 
the Lake District, and on gritstone 
some of the most difficult or 
fearsome climbs, including Sloth, 
Matinee Crack, and more difficult 
and unprotected then, Sentinel 
Crack, Cave Wall at Froggatt, 
Deadbay Groove and other 
Curbar routes. Years later Don 
admitted to 14 falls on Curbar 
alone in the active period of 
development, several of which 
ended on the ground. 

At last in 1957, Don went to 
Masherbrum with his new found 
partner Bob Downi:s, who had 
joined him on the firs~ ascent of 
Centurion and the Shield on Ben 
Nevis. The expedition came close 
tosuccess,butendedinthe 
tragedy of Bob Downes' premature 
death from what would now be 
seen as pulmonary oedema. It 
was nevertheless the beginning 
of a massive surge of activity. In 
subsequent years came epic 
ascents of the Bonatti Pillar, the 
West Face of the Petites Jorasses, 
the Mont Blanc Face of the 
Aiguille Verte, Walker Spur and 
Marmalada South Pillar, and on 
expedition to Trivor in the. 
Karakoram with Noyce which 
succeeded in 1960, though Don 
was incapacitated by a mild polio 
attack. Don was also the motor 
cyclist-climber par excellence, 
and drove a Triumph Trophy from 
Pakistan to Britain after the trip, 

arriving back just in time for the 
booze up of the Dovedale Dash 
weekend in November. It was one 
of many motor cycle epics, one of 
which broke his wife Audrey's leg 
and another, in 1961, his own, 
depriving him of a place on the 
successful Nuptse exped1t1on in 
1961. 

After recovery in 1961 he 
teamed up with Chris Bonington 
to try the North Face of the Eiger, 
but after a rebuff succeeded 
instead on the first ascent of the 
Central Pillar of Freney, in a 
foursome with Ian Clough and 
Jan Djuglosz. This was probably 
his most important European . 
alpine new route, and thereafter It 
was the greater ranges which 
really attracted his attent_ion_. Next 
winter he climbed the A1gu1lle 
Poincenot in Patagonia, and after 
a summer attempt on the Eiger in 
1962 ended in the rescue of Brian 
Nally, he visited the far south 
again and climbed the Central 
Tower of Paine with Bonington. 
But a Rock and Ice expedition to 
Gaurishankar in 1964 was 
unsuccessful and Don was forced 
into one of his periods of work at 
home before a period of working 
for John Harlin as an instructor at 
the International Mountaineering 
school in Leysin. Thus he became 
part of the attempt on the winter 
Eiger Direct, but gladly retreated 
from the commercial hurly burly 
and high pressure generated . 
competition between the Harlin/ 
Haston and German groups. A 
few days later Harlin fell and 
though the Eiger Direct was 
completed, Don thought the price 
too high. 

In the late 1960s Don travelled 
again to South America, trying a 



new route on Huandoywith Dave 
Bathgate and two other Scots, 
coming back down the Amazon, 
and visiting the United States. It 
was a relatively less successful 
period, but ended in Don's 
participation in 1970 in the 
extremely strong expedition to 
Annapurna South Face. He and 
Dougal Haston reached the 
summit. This ascent was a major 
landmark in Himalayan climbing, 
opening up the possibilities for 
the ascent of what had been 
considered excessively large and 
dangerous faces, and beginning 
an accumulation of knowledge 
which would pave the way for 
more lightweight ascents alpine 
style, as well as ascents such as 
those of the South West Face of 
Everest in 1975. 

This was the high point of Don's 
Himalayan career, for subsequent 
expeditions were less successful. 
Two international expeditions to 
Everest SW Face were 
unsuccessful and unhappy, and 
Don was not asked to take part in 
the Everest SW Face expedition in 
1975 which eventually put Scott 
and Haston on the summit. To 
some extent this rankled, and 
weakened old associations, 
confirming Don's views about the 
perfidy of humanity, though 
providing ample targets for the 
acerbic and laconic wit. This 
continued to be exercised in a 
wide circle of friends and 
acquaintances and through his 
slide lectures, which were 
uniquely entertaining whatever 
the pictorial content. From the 
1960s they were a significant 
aspect of his livelihood, with 
occasional income from 
equipment design and 
consultancy, and he lived a part of 
his life in the winter as a lecturing 
nomad. 

Less of a TV personality than 
Brown, he appeared occasionally 
in climbing outside Broadcasts 
and films, but was less accessible 
or compromising with the 
distortions of the pundits. To 
some extent he was pursued by 
the sha·dow of a '50s reputation 
for aggression which earned him 
the nickname, "the Villain", while 
he was likely to respond to 
broadcasters' vacuities with 
devastating deflating aphorism. 
Thus he captured many 
audiences in the flesh, but usually 
appeared on TV as a remote and 
uncompromisingly tough super 
climber, dealing ruthlessly with 
rock or mountain in a manner 
incomprehensible to mortals. 
This image was belied to some 
extent in the 1984 Lakeland Rock 
series, in an ascent with 
Bonington of Dovedale Grooves, 
but in general it stuck. 

There was far more to Don than 
that. He married Audrey in 1957, 
but continued to pursue his 
climbing while she kept the home 
fires burning in Rawtenstall and 
later in their guest house in North 
Wales. He always travelled a lot, 
cultivating a massive circle of 
friends. He kept diaries, read 
much, and wrote long and 
interesting letters. He took to 
diving in the Red Sea and visits to 
all sorts of curious places, 
including the hideous ascent of 
Roraima with Mcinnes, Brown 
and Mo Anthoine in 1973. Later 
he tried Cerro Torre in Patagonia 
and in 1983 he climbed high on 
Broad Peak at 50, with a Hunza 
high altitude porter, only to be 
confronted with the sad death 

from pulmonary oedema of Pete 
Thexton at the top camp. This 
upset him a great deal despite all 
the experiences which had gone 
before. Yet always he planned 
new journeys and new schemes 
within Britain and abroad. 

One good friend in 1984-5 was 
Bill Peascod, who sadly died 
climbing with him earlier in the 
summer on Cloggy. This must 
have been hard to endure despite 
Don's tough exterior. Both loved 
climbing, were short, strong and 
plump and had a zest for life way 
beyond the average. With Don's 
death the British Climbing scene 
lost one of its centre posts, -
experience, range and a breadth 
of knowledge given to few. That it 
was not always easily available or 
shared, merely displayed an 
unwillingness to tolerate fools 
gladly, and an underlying sense 
that whatever Don did, he had 
done for himself with a minimum 
of official patronage. For those 
who sought it, there was always a 
shrewd hint of advice. 

No one's fool and more 
perceptive than most, he knew 
that during his long career he was 
second to none as a mountaineer 
and as good a rockclimber at his 
peak as any man alive. As the 
years passed he mellowed, but 
the energy was still there, though 
it was less directed and 
channelled into a wider range of 
activities. That more leisurely, 
tolerant and avuncular Whillans 
will be missed as much as the 
memory of the smooth, almost 
effortless, ascents of extreme rock 
with one or two runners a pitch, 
and the endless banter at the bar 
since the darts games of the 
1950s. 
Paul Nunn 

A comprehensive profile of Don 
Whillans will appear in Mountain 
106. 

Roger Baxter-Jones 1950-1985 
On Monday July 8th at approx. 
8am on the North Face of Triolet, 
Roger Baxter-Jones was killed 
whilst guiding a friend. During a 
brief rest stop, a serac fell from 
high on the face, sweeping Roger 
and client to their deaths. 

Born in London, Roger arrived 
in Leeds in 1968 to study English 
Language at the University. At 
this time there were too many 
sideshows for Roger to 
concentrate on work. Rock
climbing, people and music - he 
was into them all. 

He soon became a noted young 
'hot shot' on the crags, and his 
cavalier approach to climbing and 
life gained him the respect of his 
contemporaries. 

"All the way with R.B.J." - they 
couldn't have paid a greater 
compliment and he loved it. 

In the early '70s Roger 'hit' the 
Alps, doing all the classic routes 
of the time. It was in these early 
years I first met him (Winter 1972). 
We made an attempt on the Super 
Couloir, Mt. Blanc de Tacul. No 
success with the climb, but we 
had a good time. An over
whelming personality was his 
outstanding feature and wherever 
you went with Roger you were 
assured of fun. At this stage in his 
life he was into 'experiences', 
climbing was only one of them. 

Skiing had become more than 
just a casual interval. Upon his 
first visit to the Alpine snow 
slopes he was disappointed to 

Roger Baxter-Jones Photo Doug Scott 

find that his certificate as 
Instructor on plastic didn't carry 
much weight here. Undeterred he 
pushed on. He loved skiing, it 
suited his style. It was fast, 
exciting, and he was able to 
mirror his personality in 
flamboyant dress and aggressive 
activity. 

By the mid '70s Roger had 
decided that mountaineering and 
hard skiing was where it was really 
at. He worked enthusiastically and 
hard to improve them both. It paid 
off. The second ascent of the 
Whymper Spur Direct on the 
Grandes Jorasses with Nick 
Colton was outstanding and it 
gave him confidence to go on. 

The Himalaya beckoned, and in 
1978 he climbed Jannuwith Al 
Rouse, Brian Hall and Rab 
Carrington. A bold approach and 
ascent. 

On Makalu in 1980, he almost 
succeeded in a solo ascent, after 
having attmepted the S.E. Ridge 
with Doug Scott and George 
Bettembourg - poor weather 
thwarted the attempts. 

Doug commented after the 
expedition that Roger was the 
strongest Himalayan climber he 
had ever been lucky enough to 
climb with. Praise indeed. 

Shishma Pangma 1982 South 
Face 1st Ascent with Doug Scott 
and Alex McIntyre. A major climb 
done in excellent style. 

Broad Peak 1983 with Andy 
Parkin, Al Rouse and Jean 
Afanassieff. Later on that 
expedition Roger made an 
attempt on K2 only to be turned 
back from very high on the 
mountain. But for bad luck and 
failing weather it would have 
been the 1st Alpine Ascent. 

Roger spoke mainly of people 
and places visited as opposed to 
the climbing and he was deeply 
moved when both Alex and 
George were killed. 

About this time he met 
Christine, a local Chamonix girl, 
and began to question the value 
of going on high mountain 
expeditions, though I doubt that 
he came up with any answers- no 
one ever does! He had already 
decided that he wanted to be a 
mountain guide and that 

Chamonix would be his home. 
Throughout these years he 

maintained his interest in skiing. 
He became involved with the 
'inner game' style of teaching and 
often worked as an off-piste ski 
guide on and around Mt. Blanc. 

He enjoyed the contrasts of 
climbing and skiing and brought 
them closer together, for example 
by doing a steep ice route in the 
Alps, then skiing the often very 
steep descent route. 

He did scores of hard Alpine 
winter routes in brilliant fast style, 
e.g. 1st Winter solo, North Face 
Grande Charmoz, 1977. 

February 1982 the Walker Spur 
on the Grand es Jorasses with me, 
a memorable climb for both of us. 
Roger had become one of 
Britain's leading mountaineers, a 
very accomplished and respected 
mountain guide, a top off-piste 
skier, rare qualities normally 
associated with people who are 
born in the mountains. 

Roger loved Chamonix, the 
excitement of living there suited 
him. He made it work for him. In 
many ways it reflected his own 
personality. He would take delight 
in entertaining his friends there -
hard skiing, fast climbing, food 
and late night bars. If you were 
lucky and could stand the pace, 
he would give you a taste of all of 
them in one day! 

In the Autumn of 1983 he and 
Christine were married and later 
that year moved into their own 
home in Chamonix with Melanie, 
Christine's daughter. Last year he 
took French nationality and was 
accepted into the Guides Bureau. 
He hated to be called lucky. He 
had served a long, hard 
apprenticeship, survived many 
ups and downs and had come out 
on top. Roger loved loud rock and 
roll, the Rolling Stones words: 

"You can't always get what you 
want 
But from time to time, if you try, 
you get what you need." 

kept him going through his 
wilderness years. 

He achieved all this in a 
relatively short life span and 
never lost his ability to have lots 
of fun en route. 
Paul (Tut/ Braithwaite 
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THE HIMALAVA 
Part Two: 7349m - 7000m 

The North West Summit of Nuptse. Photo: Alan Rouse. 

IND/A 

Kamet 

Note: Numbers on this map refer to the area 
maps in Mountain 104 and on the following 
pages. These maps serve to locate 
mountains included in the list. No peaks 
below 7000m are marked. 

View from near the summit of Broad Peak, with the Savoia group in the foreground and the mountains of Hispar beyond. Photo: Rouse. 

Unclimbed Peaks 
The highest unclimbed peaks, which arc 
entirely independent, all lie in China. The 
reason that they have not been scaled is 
purely political. Perhaps the greatest prize 
of all is Namche Barwa at the far eastern 
extremity of the main Himalayan chain. 
Rising from the tropical forests of the deep 
gorges cut by the Brahmaputra River, this 
mountain has only been attempted once by 
a Chinese team in 1984 who failed to reach 
the summit. From the murky photographs I 
have seen , the mountain looks very difficult. 
Lots of foreign teams have applied for 
permission but it has not, so far , been forth
coming. Gurla Mandhata was tried a long 
time ago by Longstaff, and although the 
peak looks relatively straightforward it has 
not been climbed by the Chinese. Ulu 
Mustagh and Bokalik Tagh are the highest ... 

Gurla Mandhata 

NEPAL 

TIBET 

Dhaulagiri 

13A A.14 
Annapurna 

peaks in the Kun Lun chain - an area almost 
completely unknown to modern climbers. 
Although they look quite easy from old 
photographs there may well be many other 
secrets lurking in this enormous untouched 
mountain chain. Climbers from many coun
tries arc just waiting for the starting gun. 

The greatest area of unclimbed high 
7,000ers is to the East of the Baltoro Glacier 
in the Karakorum. This area was partly in 
India and partly in Pakistan but in 1984 the 
Indians invaded the Siachen glacier and 
now most of the unclimbed peaks lie in 
India. The Indian authorities are granting a 
strictly limited number of permits, so it will 
be some time before the main peaks are all 
bagged. There are quite a few 7,000ers at 
the head of Baltoro , towards K2, which 
have not been attempted . Permission for 
these peaks would be available immediately 
if anyone was interested. Further west the 
Hispar and Batura areas offer interesting 
possibilities , although after last year when 
Karun Koh, Yakushin Garden Peak and 
Bojohagur were climbed there are no major 
entirely independent peaks remaining 
unclimbed. The Hindu Kush is more or less 
worked out for virgin peaks. 

The greatest store of attractive unclimbed 
7,000ers undoubtedly lies in Bhutan , which 
is now opening its doors to foreign parties. 
This fascinating and unspoilt country will 

Shisma Pangma 

A.~16 17A 18 
G A\.&. :a, Makalu 

• 
Kathmandu 

Everest :A. 
A 19 

Chamlang 

become a focus for pioneers in the eighties if 
the Bhutanese expand their strictly limited 
list of permitted peaks in years to come. 

In Nepal one of the biggest attractions in 
the future will be finding, and then climbing 
the subsiduary summits of the big mountains. 
Lhotse Middle may well be the hardest of 
these and it is already on the permitted list. 
To the north, in Tibet, virtually nothing has 
been climbed, but it seems unlikely that 
there will be many very difficult summits. 
Most of the peaks seem to be of the "snow 
lump" variety and the main pleasures to be 
gained will be of an exploratory nature. 
Nonetheless , mountaineers await eagerly 
the opportunity to visit these remote areas 
and see just what there is to be done. Of 
course there are numerous important peaks 
below 7,000m waiting to be climbed in 
every area. Some of these will be very 
difficult, but they lie outside the scope of 
this feature. As a complete guess I would 
estimate that there are about 8,000 peaks 
above 6 ,000m in Asia as a whole, not 
including subsidiary summits, and possibly 
only a third of them have been climbed. 
Many of the most attractive 6,000ers have 
been climbed however and peak bagging 
will never be the mainstream of Himalayan 
climbing as it was in the fifties and sixties. -
Alan Rouse 
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No. Name 
159. Mom ii Sar 

160. Kabru 3 N. 

161. Kabru N.E. 

162. Tirich MirW.4 

163. Rimo3(P49) 

164. SaraghgarCentral 

165. Chongtar S. 1 

166. YutomarSar 

Country 
Pakistan 

Nepal 
Sikkim 

Nepal 
Sikkim 

Pakistan 

India• 

Pakistan 

Sinkiang 

Pakistan 

Area Height 1stAscent 
Hi spar 7343m 1964 

S.E. Side 

Kangchen- 7341 m Unclimbed 
junga 

Kangchen- 7338m 1935 
junga 

Hindu 
Kush 

7338m 1967 
N. Face 

Siachen 7332m Unclimbed 

Hindu 7330m 
Kush 

Sarpo 7330m Unclimbed 
Laggo 

Hispar 7330m 1980 

1st Ascensionists 
H. Schell, 
R. Widerhofer, 
L. Schlommer, 
H. Schindlbacher, 
R. Pischinger 
(Austrian) 

C.R. Cooke (British) 

K. Diem berger, M. 
Kondo IAustrian
Japanese) 

M. Motegi, T. 
Sugimoto, M. 

No. Name 

177. lstor-o-NalW.1 

178. Malubiting NW 

179. Urdok 1 

180. TeramKangri3W. 

181. Jejekangphu Kang 

182. Chongtar N. 2 

183. TeriKang 

184. SaraghgarNW 

185. ShingeikM 

Country 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

India• 

Bhutan, 
Tibet 

Sinkiang 

Bhutan/ 
Tibet 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

Area Height 1st Ascent 1st Ascensionists 

Hindu 7300m 1955 J. Murphy, T. Mutch 
Kush (American) 

Rakaposhi 7300m Unclimbed 

Baltoro 7300m 1975 

Siachen 

Bhutan 

Sarpo 
Laggo 

Bhutan 

Hindu 
Kush 

Hindu 
Kush 

7300m Unclimbed 

7300m Unclimbed 

7300m Unclimbed 

7300m Unclimbed 

7300m 

7291m 1966 

K. Hub, R. Schauer, 
H. Schell, L. Schell, 
H. Zefferer (Austrian) 

K. Holch, I. 
Trubswetter 
(German) 

Watanabe (Japanese) 186. Rakaposhi E. Peak Pakistan Rakaposhi 7290m 
167. BojohagurDuanAsirl Pakistan Batura 7329m 1984 Japanese team led by 187. Chamlang E. Summit Nepal 

T.Mizoshi 
Makalu 7290m 1984 D. Scott, J. 

Afannassief, M. Scott, 
Ang Phurba (British) 168. Sia Kangri E. 2 Siachen 7325m Unclimbed 

N.Side 

169. Gasherbrum 5 

India/ 
Sinkiang• 

Pakistan Baltoro 7321m 1978 Japanese, led by 
188. Ogre(Baintha Brakk) Pakistan Biafo 7285m 1977 C. Bonington, D. Scott 

170. Chamlang 

171. KabruSW 

172. Chomolhari 

173. Aling Gangri 

174. SiaKangriW.3 

175. SaraghrarS. 

176. lstor-o-Nal S. 

Nepal 

Nepal/ 
Sikkim 

Bhutan/ 
Tibet 

Tibet 

Pakistan/ 
Sinkiang 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

Makalu 7319m 1962 
S. Ridge 

Kangchen- 7317m Unclimbed 
junga 

Bhutan 

Tibet 

Siachen 

Hindu 
Kush 

7315m 1937 
S. Ridge 

7315m Unclimbed 

7315m 1934 

7307m 1967 

R. Babaguchi 

S. Anma, Pasang 
Phutar (Japanese) 

F. Spencer Chapman, 
Pasang Dawa 
(British) 

International 

Satou, Kara 
(Japanese) 

Hindu 
Kush 

7303m 1969 J. Anglada,J. Cerna, 
North Side E. Civis,J. Pons 

(Spanish) 

189. Porong Ri 

190. Pasu 

191. Mustagh 

192. K6 

193. lstor-o-Nal W. 2 

194. Baltoro Kangri 3 

195. lstor-o-Nal N.E. 
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Tibet 

Pakistan 

China 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

S.W. Ridge (British) 

Tibet/ 7284m Unclimbed 
Langtang 

Batura 7284m 1978 Y. lshimawa, M. ltoh, 

Kun Lun 

Siachen 

Hindu 
Kush 

Baltoro 

Hindu 
Kush 

S.W. Face M. Okhubo 
(Japanese) 

7282m Unclimbed 

7282m 1970 
S.E. Ridge 

7280m 

7280m 1976 

7276m 

D. Entlesberger, 
G. Haberl, 
E. Koblmueller, 
G. Pressl (Austrian) 

~... .o. Mukut Parbat 2 
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17242ml / \ 
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No. Name Country 

196. Mustagh Tower Pakistan 

197. SiaKangri4C. Pakistan 
Sinkiang• 

198. Mana Peak India 

199. Dhaulagiri 6 Nepal 

200. Crown Sinkiang 

201 . Summa-ri ISavoia Pakistan 
Kangri 1) Sinkiang 

202. Baltoro Kangri 5 Pakistan 

203. Malubiting C. Pakistan 

204. Di ran IMinapin) Pakistan 

205. Norin Kang Tibet 

206. NoshaqW. Pakistan 

207. Baltoro Kangri 4 Pakistan 

208. Putha Hiunchuli Nepal 

209. Apsarasas 1 India 
Sinkiang• 

210. MukutParbat India 
Tibet 

211. Baltoro Kangri 1 Pakistan 

212. Dhaulagiri 2N. Peak Nepal 

Area Height 1st Ascent 1st Ascensionists No. Name Country Area Height 1st Ascent 1st Ascensionists 
Baltoro 7273m 1956 J. Hartog, J. Brown, 213. Apsarasas2 India/ Siachen 7239m Unclimbed 

T. Patey, I. McNaught Sinkiang• 
Davis I British) 

214. Apsarasas3 India Siachen 7236m Unclimbed 
Siachen 7273m 1974 W. Stefan,H &A Sinkiang• 

SW.Side Schelbert, P. Liechti 215. Chamlang Central Nepal Makalu 7235m 1984 D. Scott, M. Scott, 
!Austrian) J.Afanassief,Ang 

Kumaun 7272m 1937 F. Smythe (British) Phurba !British-

Dhaulagiri 7268m 1970 S. Kawazu, 
French) 

S.Kumura, 216. 
H. Nakamura, 

Langtang Li rung Nepal Langtang 7234m 1978 S. Wada, P. Tsering 
(Japanese) 

S. Yamamura 
217. Rimo3 India Saser 7232m Unclimbed 

!Japanese) 

Shaksgam 7265m Unclimbed 218. Kartaphu Tibet Everest 7230m 1935 E. Kempson, E. 
Shipton, C. Warren 

Baltoro 7263m Unclimbed (British) 

219. Apsarasas4 India, Siachen 7227m Unclimbed 
Baltoro 7260m 1934 J. Belaieff, P. Sinkiang• 

Ghiglione, A. Roch 
220. Baltoro Kangri 2 Pakistan Baltoro 7220m 1976 G. Sueki, Y. Toyama 

!International) (Japanese) 
Rakaposhi 7260m 1975 Japanese, led by 

221 Annapurna South Nepal Annapurna 7219m 1964 H. Yoshimo, K. 
J. Kasahar 

(Ganesh or Moditse) N. Ridge Kumura, H. Ageta 
Rakaposhi 7257m 1968 R. Gosch I, R. (Japanese) 

Pischinger, M. Schei I 
222. DarbanZom Pakistan Hindu 7219m 1965 V. Kossler, M. 

(Austrian) Kush Schmuck(Austrian) 
Tibet 7252m Unclimbed 

223. Gang Benchen Tibet Tibet/ 7211m Unclimbed 
Hindu 7250m 1963 S. Jungmaier, G. Langtang 
Kush Gruber, E. Werner, 224. Langtang Ri Nepal Langtang 7205m 1981 N. Yamaha, M. Wakao 

M. Hofpointner, K. N. Face& S. Nasa, A. Rinji 
Pilz, R. Pischinger, N. Ridge (Japanese) 
M. Schober !Austrian) 

225. Sing hi Kangri Pakistan Siachen 7202m 1976 M. Katahira, S. 
Baltoro 7250m 1976 G. Sueki, Y. Toyama N.Face& Takahashi,J. Imai 

!Japanese) N. Ridge (Japanese) 

Dhaulagiri 7246m 1954 J. Roberts, Ang 226. lstor-o-Nal Rock Pakistan Hindu 7200m 1955 J. Murphy, T. Mutch 
Nyima !British) Pinnacle (American) 

Siachen 7245m 1976 Y. Inagaki, T. 227. Masherbrum FarW. Pakistan Baltoro 7200m Unclimbed 
Miyamoto, K. Yabuta 

228. Bularang Sar Pakistan Hispar 7200m Unclimbed (Japanese) 

Kumaun 7242m 1951 H. Riddiford, E. Cotter 229. KhunyangChish N. Pakistan Hi spar 7200m K. Echizenway, 0. 
Hanai, S. lrikawa, 

Sherpa Pasanf Dawa A. lshimura, A. (New Zealand Koizumi, H. Shiea, 
Baltoro 7240m 1963 S. Koro, F. Shima, E. Shimozawa, J. 

Watanobe (Japanese) Takahashi (Japanese) 

230. Kangphu Kang Bhutan, Bhutan 7200m Unclimbed 
Dhaulagiri 7239m Unclimbed Tibei 
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No. Name Country Area Height 1st Ascent 1stAscensionists No. Name Country Area Height 1st Ascent 1st Ascensionists 

231 . Tsenda Kang Bhutan Bhutan 7200m Unclimbed 250. Shingeik2 Pakistan Hindu 7170m 1969 A. Aichhorn,A. 
Tibet N.Side Aichhorn !Austrian) 

232. Kangchen Bhutan/ Bhutan 7200m Unclimbed 251. Rimo4 India Saser 7169m Unclimbed 
Tibet 

HachindarChish Pakistan Batura 7163m 1982 Y. Higachi, T. Saito, 252. 
233. MasaKong Bhutan Bhutan 7200m Unclimbed T. Takinami 
234. GyuKang Bhutan/ Bhutan 7200m Unclimbed (Japanese) 

Tibet 253. Nepal Peak Central Nepal Kangchen- 7163m 1936 A. Gottner, K. Wien 
235. K12 E.1 India• Siachen 7200m Unclimbed junga I German) 

236. LupgharSar Pakistan Hispar 7200m 1979 H. Gloggner,J. 
GloggnerlGerman) 254. Masherbrum E. Pakistan Baltoro 7163m Unclimbed 

237. LupgharSar Middle Pakistan Hispar 7200m 1974 T. Nazuka, H. Shimizu, 255. PumoRi Nepal Everest 7161m 1962 G. Lenser, U. 
Tibet Hurlemann, Y. Watanabe H. Rutzel (German-!Japanese) Swiss) 

238. Lupghar Sar East Pakistan Hispar 7200m Unclimbed 256. Aksai Chin China Kun Lun 7160m Unclimbed 
239. Gurja Himal Nepal Dhaulagiri 7193m 1969 T. Saeki, Lhakpa 257. Manaslu N. Peak Nepal Manaslu 7157m 1964 F. Driessen,J. Lint W.Side Tenzing !Japanese) S.ESide !Dutch) 
240. TarkeKang Nepal Annapurna 7193m 1964 M. Nishimura, Sherpa 258. Savoia 1 Pakistan Baltoro 7156m Unclimbed !Glacier Dome) Dorje !Japanese) 

241. Tsogaka Nepal Langtang 7193m Unclimbed 259. Latok 1 Pakistan Biafo 7151m 1979 S. Matsu mi, T. 
S.Side Shigehiro, Y. 

242. Apsarasas5 India/ Siachen 7187m Unclimbed Watanabe !Japanese) 
Sinkiang• 260. Hardeol India Garwhal 7151m 1978 N. Dorje, N. Tensing, 

243. Apsarasas6 India/ Siachen 7184m Unclimbed Kanhaya Prahlad, D. 
Sinkiang • Rinzing, P. Tharkey, 

244. Saraghgar SE Pakistan Hindu 7184m 1971 Thondup !Indian) 

Kush 261. Depak India• Siachen 7150m 1960 M. Anderl, E. Senn 

245. Menlungtse Tibet Tibet 7181m Unclimbed !German/British) 

IRolwaling) 262. Chomo Lonzo N.E. 2 Tibet Makalu 7150m Unclimbed 

246. Nepal Peak S.W. Nepal/ Kangchen- 7180m 1930 E. Schneider 263. Gyala Peri Tibet TibeU 7150m Unclimbed 
Sikkim junga !International) East 

247. Chongtar S. 2 Sinkiang Sarpo 7180m Unclimbed 264. Shingeik3 Pakistan Hindu 7150m 1969 A. Aichhorn, A. 
Laggo Kush N.Side Aichhorn !Austrian) 

248. Nepal Peak N.E. Nepal/ Kangchen- 7179m 1939 E. Grob, H. Paider, 265. Saraghgar SW Pakistan Hindu 7148m 
Sikkim junga L. Schmaderer Kush 

!Swiss-German) 266. Kam pi re Dior Pakistan Batura 7143m 1975 Y. Hayashi, S. Mori, 
249. Chama! Nepal Manaslu 7177m 1953 M. Bishop, Namgyl K. Takami , Y. 

!New Zealand) Teranishi !Japanese) 
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No. Name Country Area Height 1st Ascent 1st Ascensionists 

267. Badrinth 1 India Gangotri 7138m 1952 L. George, V. 
(Chaukhamba) Russenberger 

(French) 

268. Anyemaqen China Qinghai 7138m 1960 Chinese 
N.E. Side 

269. Nun (Ser) India Nun Kun 7135m 1953 B. Pierre, C. Kogan, 
P. Vittoz (French) 

270. Lenin USSR Pamirs 7134m 1928 E. Allwein, E. 
Schneider, K. Wein 
(German-Russian) 

271. Gauri Shankar Nepal Rolwa ling 7134m 1979 J. Roskelley, Dorje 
S.W. Face (American) 

272. Tilitso Himal Nepal Annapurna 7134m 1978 M. Schmutz (French) 

273. Api Nepal W.Nepal 7132m 1960 K. Hirabayashi , 
Gyoltsen Norbu 
(Japanese) 

274. MukutParbat2 India Kumaun 7130m 

275. Baruntse Nepal Makalu 7129m 1954 G. Harrow, C. Todd 
(New Zealand) 

276. Pauhunri Sikkim Sikkim 7128m 1911 A. Kellas, Sonam, 
Tibet Ang Tharke (British) 

277. Himalung Nepalrribet Annapurna 7126m Unclimbed (?) 

278. Koh-I-Nadir Shah Pakistan Hindu Kush 7125m 1962 (Polish) 

Pathibara (Pyramid) Nepal Kangchen- 7123m 1949 R. Dittert,J. Pargatzi, 279. 
junga A. Sutter (Swiss) 

280. Trisul 1 India Nanda 7120m 1907 British 
Devi 

281. Apsarasas5 India• Siachen 7117m Unclimbed 
282. Ganesh 2 Nepal Ganesh 7111m 1979 H. Agura, M. Tenzing, 

(Lapsang Karbo) N. Face P. Tshering (Japanese 
-Nepalese) 

283. Savoia2 Pakistan Baltoro 7110m Unclimbed 
284. Ganesh 3 Nepal Ganesh 7110m 1981 H. Warth , 3 Nepalese 

(Nepalese-German-
Japanese) 
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No. Name Country Area Height 1st Ascent 1st Ascensionists 

285. UdrenZomN. Pakistan Hindu 7108m 1964 G. Gruber, R. 
Kush Pischinger (Austrian) 

286. Dhaulagiri 6 N. Peak Nepal Dhaulagiri 7108m Unclimbed 

287. Korzhenevskaya USSR Pamirs 7105m 1953 (Russian) 

288. Savoia3 Pakistan Baltoro 7103m Unclimbed 

289. lstor-o-Nal E. Pakistan Hindu 7100m 
Kush 

290. Gasherbrum SE. Pakistan Baltoro 7100m 1978 K. Mukaide, M. 
Sakaguchi, T. Sato 
(Japanese) 

291. K6N.W. India Siachen 7100m Unclimbed 

292. Api W. Peak Nepal NepalWest 7100m Unclimbed 

293. K12E.2 India• Siachen 7100m Unclimbed 

294. K12 E. 3 India• Batura 7100m Unclimbed 

295. Yukshin Garden Sar Pakistan Hispar 7100m Unclimbed 
S. Peak 

296. Ghenta Peak Pakistan Batura 7100m 1974 J. Kurczab (Pol ish) 

297. Mount Hardinge Pakistan 7093m 1979 K. Matsubayashi, 
Y.Mitamura 
(Japanese) 

298. Mana Peak N.W. India Kumaun 7092m Unclimbed 

299. Changtok 1 Sinkiang Sarpo 7091m Unclimbed 
Laggo 

300. Kangto Tibet; Arnachal 7089m Unclimbed 
India Pradesh 

301. Nanchen Tangla Tibet Tibet 7088m Unclimbed 

302. Latok 2 Pakistan Biafo 7086m 1977 E. Alimonta, T. Mase, 
R. Valentini (Italian) 

303. Shakawr Pakistan, Hindu 7084m 1964 G. Gruber, R. 
Afghanistan Kush Pischinger (Austrian) 

304. Big White Peak Nepal, Langtang 7083m 1962 T. Morita, K. Yasuhisa 
(Lenpo Gang) Tibet (Japanese) 

305. Urdok2 Pakistan Baltoro 7082m Unclimbed 
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No. Name Country Area Height 1st Ascent 1stAscensionists No. Name Country Area Height 1st Ascent 1st Ascensionists 

306. UdrenZomC. Pakistan Hindu 7080m 1977 T. Ishii, M. Kubota, 327. UdrenZomS. Pakistan Hindu 7050m 1967 Hora, Sato, Satoh, 
Kush M. Morita, T. Niwa, Kush Kurachi (Japanese) 

N. Saku (Japanese) 328. Sangemanmar Pakistan Hindu 7050m 1984 Japanese led by 
307. Kun India Nun Kun 7077m 1913 L. Borelli, M. Piacenza, Kush H.Matsuo 

J. Gasparo, Ali Ramin, 329. Nyegyi Kansang Tibet Tibet 7047m Unclimbed Carrel (Italian) East 
308. Satopanth India Gangotri 7075m 1947 R. Ditteret, A. Graven, 330. Unnamed Tibet1 Arnachal 7047m Unclimbed A. Roch, A. Sutter India Pradesh (Swiss) 

331. Changtok 2 Sinkiang Sarpo 7044m Unclimbed 
309. Tisurli E. India Nanda 7074m 1966 N. Mallick, S. Laggo 

Devi Chakravarty, Sherpas 
Link Sar IK7 E.) India' Siachen 7041m Unclimbed Tashi & Dorji (Indian) 332. 

310. Annapurna South- Nepal Annapurna 7071 m 333. K6N.W.2 India • Siachen 7040m 1969 Italians 
East Peak 334. Pobeda E. USSR Pamirs 7039m 1958 

311. Mamostong Kangri India Saser 7071m Unclimbed 335. Urgent Pakistan/ Hindu 7038m 1963 S. Burkhardt, M. 
Afghanistan Kush Eiselin, H. Ryf, A. 

312. Chong Kumoang 1 India Saser 7071m Strickler, V. Wyss 

313. Nyanang Ri Tibet Tibet/ 7071m 1982 D. Scott,A, MacIntyre !Swiss) 

Langtang R. Baxter-Jones 336. Hungchi Nepal Everest 7063m 
I British) 

337. Ratna Chu Ii Nepal Annapurna 7035m 
314. Rakhiot Pakistan Nanga 7070m 1932 P. Aschenbrenner, 338. Janak (Outlier) Nepal Kangchen- 7035m Parbat H. Kunigk !German) junga 
315. Sharphu Nepal Kangchen- 7070m 

339. TirsuliW. India Nanda 7035m junga Devi 
316. LangarM. Pakistan Hindu 7070m 1964 0. Huber I German) 340. Pauhunri S. Sikkim Sikkim 7032m Kush 

341. ShuduTsenpa Sikkim Sikkim 7032m 
317. Bardinath 2 India Gangotri 7068m Unclimbed 342. Saipal Nepal W. Nepal 7031m 1963 K. Hirabayashi, IChaukhamba SW) 

Pasang Phutar 
318. Dunagiri India Nanda 7066m 1939 A. Roch, F. Ftewri, !Japanese) 

Devi D. Zogg (Swiss) 343. Nupchu Nepal 7028m 1962 T. Tsubaki , I. Chotale 
319. Langar SE Pakistan Hindu 7065m 1967 K. Umezu, S. (Japanese) 

Kush Yokoyama 344. Spantik Pakistan Rakaposh i 7027m 1955 R. Diepen, E. (Japanese) 
Reinhardt, J. Tietze 

320. UshkoZom Pakistan Hindu 7061m 1967 S. Yokor,ama, K. (German) 
Kush Umezu Japanese) 345. Malangutti Sar Pakistan Hispar 7025m Unclimbed 

321. NilgiriN. Nepal 7061m 1962 L. Terray, H. 346. Sia Kangri S.E. India• Siachen 7024m Unclimbed Campagne, P & P. 
Campagne, Wongohj 347. Melungtse W. Tibet Tibet/ 7023m Unclimbed 
(French/Dutch) Summit Rolwaling 

322. Pt. 7060 ISavoia 348. AkherTshagh Pakistan/ Hindu 7020m 1966 R. Gosch I, H. Schell Pakistan/ Baltoro 7060m Unclimbed Afghanistan Kush (Austrian) Kangri3) Sinkiang 
349. Karangu Tagh China Kun Lun 7013m Unclimbed 323. Baruntse N. Peak Nepal Makalu 7057m 

Lombo Gangra Tibet 
350. Gaurishankar S. Nepal Rolwaling 7010m 1979 P. Boardman, T. 324. Tibet 7056m Summit Leach, G. Neithardt, 

325. Kharta Changri Tibet Tibet 7055m 1935 E. Kempson, C. Pemba Lama I British-
Warren !British) Nepalese) 

326. Ganesh 41Pabil) Nepal Ganesh 7052m 1978 Japanese 351. NobaismZom Pakistan Hindu 7010m 1967 K. Diem berger, K. 
Kush Lapuch !Austrian) 
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No. Name Country Area Height 1st Ascent 1st Ascensionists 

352. MountSunyatsen China Kun Lun 7010m Unclimbed 

353. Kang Guru Nepal Annapurna 7010m 1955 F. Lobbichler, H. 
Steinmetz, J. 
Weilenkamp 
(German) 

354. Gimmigela E. Peak Nepal Kangchen- 7004m Unclimbed 
Sikkim junga 

355. Gasherbrum 6 Pakistan Baltoro 7003m Unclimbed 

356. Prupoo Burahka Pakistan Baltoro 7000m 1977 Japanese, led by 
N.W. Ridge H. Akiyami 

357. Ghent3 India* Siachen 7000m Unclimbed 

358. Table Mountain Bhutan Bhutan 7000m Unclimbed 
Tibet 

359. Chura Gong (Chutte Bhutan Bhutan 7000m Unclimbed 
Kang) Tibet 

360. Melunghi Kang Bhutan Bhutan 7000m Unclimbed 
Tibet 

361 . TserimKang Bhutan Bhutan 7000m Unclimbed 

362. Chumari Kang Bhutan/ Bhutan 7000m Unclimbed 
Tibet 

363. Zongophu Kang Bhutan/ Bhutan 7000m Unclimbed 
Tibet 

364. Kangcheta Bhutan/ Bhutan 7000m Unclimbed 
Tibet 

365. SarghgarS.W.2 Pakistan Hindu 7000m 
Kush 

366. Apsarasas 7 India* Siachen 7000m Unclimbed 

Names in bold type denote uncl imbed peaks. 

The unclimbed East Peak of Jannu seen from the col to the north 
east. Photo: R ouse. I 

Mountain would appreciate comment on 
and corrections to this project, so that it 
may be updated in a future issue . 
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WORK IT OUT 
by Martin Berzins 

Kilnsey Crag in the morning light. Facing due east, it is sheltered from the worst weather, and overhangs so much that it will often stay 
dry in torrential rain. Photo: Graham Desroy 

The problem with taking your favourite 
crag and telling all the world about its secrets 
(Kilnsey- Yorkshire's Dark Horse, Mountain 
93) is that once it's done there is no g9ing 
back . Everybody knows where the routes 
are, which lines are left to be done and so 
on. I could try telling you that Kilnsey is just 
a loose tottering mass of limestone barely 
50m high, doing its best to fall onto the main 
road up the valley of Wharfedale. I doubt 
that you'd believe me though - it can't be 
that bad a crag when a pretentious magazine 
like this one devotes two articles to it in the 
space of two years . Now bigheaded I may 
be , but even I realise that it was not Mountain 
93 that made Kilnsey popular. Th·e real 
reason is that the whole of Yorkshire 
Limestone became popular firstly because 
of work on the new guidebook and then 
more so when the new guide appeared. 
Such is the intensity of effort that the 
number of new free climbs put up on 
Kilnsey during the last two years is more 
than double the number of routes put up in 
the previous twenty two! 

On the basis of that boring article I wrote 
in Mountain, my crag for the guidebook was 
Kilnsey. Now it's my belief that a guidebook 
writer's real task is to fill in as many of the 
gaps as he can. The business of grading 
existing routes is done by committee and 
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consensus these days and offers little scope 
for amusement. The first rule of exploring a 
crag with plenty of unclimbed spaces is, in 
the true way of a non-competitive pastime , 
to climb all the lines that you know other 
people have seen . There were obvious pos
sibilities of this type at Kilnsey. 

Either side of the very overhanging North 
Buttress are two superb bits of rock. To the 
left is the smooth Central Wall and to the 
right is a series of very steep grooves. 
Rumour suggested that Ron Fawcett had 
abseiled down the line of an obvious white 
streak on the Central Wall, while everyone 
who had walked under the superb rising 
leftward line of the Overlap (A3) must have 
wondered whether or not it could be free 
climbed. Andy Pollitt was even said to have 
suggested bolting it until Bernard Newman 
threatened to break his arms! 

Early in 1984 Chris Sowden and I managed 
to climb both these lines. The Overlap was 
surprisingly easy - the crux was a short 6b 
traverse leaving Crank Stroke Groove, and 
the imposing upper groove was covered in 
holds. While I was cleaning this Chris led an 
unclimbed El hand jam crack just right of 
Trauma Traverse. This was named Birds 
Nest Crack out of reverence to the original 
route of that name at Almscliffe. The White 
Stripe was more of a shambles. I had 

abseiled down the wrong line , and so after 
boldly lurching up the crux bulge found 
myself in the unheard of situation of leading 
on sight. Desperately I shouted for instruc
tions on where to climb until runners 
appeared. Above that it wasn't any easier 
but at least I knew where to go - White 
Rushin (ES 6b). 

After these routes we were foolish enough 
to go on holiday . Rule No. 2 of crag 
development is - once you 've started don 't 
stop until you've done everything you possi
bly can. We returned to find that the rules 
had been changed . In the middle of a superb 
ramp line to the left of the Central Wall was 
a new bolt and above it a chipped slot. 
"Who the hell put that in?" asked Chris. 
The answer appeared in the shape of an 
unrepentant Pete Gomersall who explained 
that the route was unfinished because he 
kept taking forty foot falls onto the bolt. 
This was soon to become Zero Option (E6 
6c) . We felt cheated - all the hard work we'd 
put in to somehow find means of protecting 

Opposite: Martin Berzins on the 
committing and poorly protected first 
pitch of Ice Spurt Special, (E6 6b, 6b) . 
Photo: Bernard Newman. 





Kilnsey Crag. Only the recent additions are shown, with occasional existing routes for reference. cf Mountain 93 pages 42-43. 
Photomontage: Bernard Newman . 1 Metal Guru E6 6c, S Superdirect E4 6a, 2 Visitation E5 6b, DJ Deja Vu E4 6b, D Directissima E35c, 
3 Lickerish E5 6a, 4 Bird Brain E6 6b, 6a , 5 Scoup de Grace E4 6b, 6 Nerve Ending E5 6b, 7 Bulgelet E3 5c, 8 Ground Effect E5 6b, 
DD Dodger Direct E2 5c, 9 Unnamed E4 6a, 10 Frankie Comes Too Soon E5 6b , B Balas E4 6b, 11 Relax E6 6b, 12 Dihedral Wall E5 6b, 
13 No Through Road E2 6c, 14 Arch Rival E5 6a , 15 Achilles Heel E4 6a , 16 No Mans Land E4 6a , 5c, 17 Hazard County E4 6b, 

routes using only pegs and nuts seemed to 
be in ruin. The route was obviously magnifi
cent and, sadly , it was a sign of things to 
come. 

Our immediate consolation was the arete 
right of The Diedre. Alan Clarke had led 
the bottom part with two pegs and a nut 
placed prior to his ascent. The easier section 
above was part of Worlds in Collision but 
only an ageing bolt marked the top part. 
One of the pegs and the wire were taken out 
by Alan 's second and the bottom arete was 
unrepeated. The climbing was both steep 
and serious without these runners and , forty 
feet above the ground I only just joined 
Worlds in Collision and not the nearest 
Orthopaedic Ward. The bolt above was 
reached by a stiff pull but above was an 
obvious layback flake which turned out to 
be detaaached ... Rule number three of 
new routing is - don ' t do them on sight espe
cially if they are loose and difficult. I sat on 
the bolt and cleaned as much as I could. 

"First free ascent this ." I shouted to a 
visiting southern climber as I casually threw 
another hold down at him. After a retreat I 
tried again and almost reached the stance . I 
pulled on an obviously good hold . It 
creaked and somehow I stayed in contact 
with quite a sizeable block held in by my 
nose . By now I didn 't care and with a deft 
flick tossed it over my shoulder. Fortunately 
it didn't even come close to the long suffer
ing Chris. Darkness and the stance arrived 
quite soon. The top pitch was no easier but 
later and after I'd cleaned the bottom pitch 
from abseil - Jee Spurt Special (E6 6b 6b) 
was finished. It is now both difficult and on 
solid rock . 

The depressing thing about writing a 
sequel is the repetition - history has an 
irksome way of repeating itself. Remember 
the story that I told you about Bob Bradley 
finishing Picnic on Hanging Rock after I'd 
led the crux? Well it happened again in 
almost the same place. To the left of Zero 
Option is a line that I spent the best part of 
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the day cleaning. A bit devious it eventually 
traversed left (the crux) to the thread of 
Picnic . Lo and behold I ran out of steam 
again and Chris finished the pitch by climbing 
up directly where Picnic moves out left -
Mantissa (ES 6b). As if to emphasize that 
this part of the crag was not for me , on about 
the only midsummer Sunday this year when 
we were not at Kilnsey , Pete Gomersall 
cleaned the obvious direct groove line above 
where Mantissa moves left. Exponential 
Exhaustion (ES 6b) is a superb pitch -
though it grieves me to say so. 

The next route on Gomersall 's list in 1984 
was the very overhanging Little Ernie (E6 
6c) . A bolt runner was used and holds 
blatantly manufactured at the bottom . 
People began to complain about the tactics 
used to subdue what are obviously very 
hard climbs. Pete's answer was not long in 
coming. To the right of the large open groove 
of Balas is a rounded arete of less than 
perfect rock . The start is very overhanging 
but leads to a ledge and a peg runner. 
Above this the arete is steep, soon becomes 
unprotected and has its fair share of doubtful 
rock before the bolt belay is reached. There 
have been no takers for a repeat of Relax 
(E6 6b) which is by far the most serious 
route on the crag. Two other shorter but 
more popular aretes were also climbed by 
Gomersall in the shape of Ground Effect 
and Waiting for the Sun - both E5 6b. 

The obvious lines were getting fewer, yet 
there was one possibility for which it seemed 
presumptious even to abseil down. Yet it 
was a possibility which according to rule 
number 4 of new-routing - abseil down 
everything - could not be neglected . 

Most of the North Buttress of Kilnsey is 
blank and leans at 135°. On its left side a 
large groove leads up to a roof, above which 
a slimmer groove which in turn leads to a 
second large roof above . This is the belay of 
Worlds in Collision. Despite the large 
number of holds there were a couple of 
minor problems like the two roofs - both of 

Above: The Author striking an heroic 
pose. Photo: Graham Desroy 

which had blank walls above - and the fact 
that the pitch overhangs about 1 in 3. The 
first ascent involved jumping for a 20 year 
old bolt and resting on a pathetic peg on the 
lip of the top overhang . Given that bolts 
were appearing all over Yorkshire that 
autumn I had no problem in justifying 
replacing an old one with a better one . Rob 
Gawthorpe and I used it to learn about this 
sacrilegious new technique . Using only this 
point of aid the wall above the top roof went 
free by a horrendous climbing-wall type 
lurch. Later I managed to climb past the 
bolt but winter came before I could free 
climb the whole route. The name that I gave 

18 Mystique E3 5c, 19 Abracadaver E3 5c, 20 Waiting for the Sun E5 6b , 21 Jumping to Conclusions E5 6b, 22 Optional Extra E4 6b, 
23 Butcher's Dog E4 6a , 24 Birds Nest Crack El 5b, 25 Mantissa E5 6b, 26 Exponential Exhaustion E5 6b, 27 Zero Option E6 6c, 
28PeripatheticE5 6b, 6a, CW Central Wall, 29 White Rushin E6 6b, 6c, 30High Octane E5 6b, 6b, 31 White Feather E5 6b, 32Ice Spurt 
Special E5 6b , 6b , 33 Division of Labour E6 6b, 6c, 34 Dominatrix E6 6b , 35 Nisus E5 6b, 36 Overlap E5 6b, 37 Little Ernie E6 6c. 

it - Dominatrix (a woman in a sado
masochistic relationship who administers 
punishment) - began to seem appropriate . 

This year I tried to finish the job but failed 
just above the aid point . In between holding 
my ropes Tony Burnell cleared a good but 
short wall at the right end of the crag. Alas 
Prying Eyes (El 5b) were watching from a 
passing car in the shape of Pete Gomersall 
and Bonny Masson who proceeded to pick 
off the lines while we worked. The best was 
Smooth Torquer (E4 6b) which climbs 
directly to the abseil bolt. New Horizons 
(E2 Sc) is a rising traverse to the same point 
while Downright Theft (E2 6a) is the line 
just left of Prying Eyes. 

As if to add insult to injury the next Satur
day saw Ron Fawcett stealing onto 
Dominatrix. I didn 't associate Ron with 
such tactics , but was even soft enough to try 
and break the stony silence he was trying to 
impose on me. Chris Sowden and Tony 
Burnell added to the tension by cleaning a 
line in the Central Gully which became No 
Man's Land (E4 6b). The trundled blocks 
almost wiped out Ron 's dog and some very 
unladylike language was used . I watched 
Ron 's attempts in a silent rage - I felt like 
cutting his ropes. Time after time he climbed 
to the top overhang only to fail on the lurch 
above it. After each attempt he marched 
back to his car followed dutifully by wife 
and dog . Our only consolation that day was 
to transform the direct start to the Overlap 
from an old A4 into a reasonable E5 6b -
Nisus. Thankfully Ron failed , and next day 
I was back . Second attempt I climbed to the 
top roof but later the route started to seep 
and a small hold broke. Chris went up to dry 
it off but couldn ' t make the reach above the 
aid point. I knew I only had one go left but 
it was enough. The top lurch was horrendous 
yet very satisfying. Mr. & Mrs . Fawcett 
watched in silence and sloped off to Chris 's 
taunts. But it didn 't end there. Ron repeated 
the route the next day and graded it E5 6b 
after avoiding the crux moves on the right -

E6 is probably more correct. Despite the 
fact that about twenty people saw me do the 
route , someone - I wonder who? - spread 
the rumour that I'd sent Chris up to clip the 
top runners - I wish that he could have. The 
whole affair left a bad taste in my mouth . 
Ron 's consolation was the inspiringly 
named Metal Guru (E6 6c) which takes a 
bold and difficult line up the very left-most 
wall on the crag. 

While this soap opera was unfolding, Pete 
Gomersall was quietly at work on a superb 
eliminate line through Claws. The bottom 
pitch of High Octane (ES 6b , 6b) is proba
bly the hardest and most fingery on that sec
tion of the wall and the top pitch is a bolt
protected overhanging horror. As Pete was 
now getting perilously close to investigating 
one of my best lines I suggested we join 
forces to climb the obvious two pitch route . 
He being the fingers and toes expert looked 
at the wall to the right of the Diedre while I 
being the thug looked at the leaning wall 
and arete just to the right of its start. My 
pitch was damp and difficult and time con
suming. Pete 's pitch was totally dominated 
by a ridiculous series of moves by a bolt 
runner - how he managed to flash this I 
don ' t know but Streaky Bacon Desroy who 
was photographing said that he was pulling 
out all the stops . For the contrast in styles 
and pitches Division of Labour (E6 6b , 6c) 
seemed an apt description. 

The pace of development was by now 
even getting a little hot for me. We drove 
past the crag one day to see Gary Gibson 
doing Deja Vu AGAIN. Now in our rule 
book you didn't do routes twice within such 
a short space of time unless you were after 
something new close by. He wasn't but We 
were and the next day Visitation (E5 6b) 
came into being up the rib to the left of Deja 
Vu. The last few feet were soaking wet but 
an excellent peg runner just below eliminated 
any worries. 

Chris and Tony were also starting to pick 
off the remaining lines . The surprising thing 

was that quite unobvious parts of the crag 
began to produce good but short climbs 
which often went only as far as abseil points. 

Gary Gibson is expert at finding such 
routes and the pleasant Achilles Heel (E4 
6a) just to the left of the gully was his 
contribution. A little left again Chris led 
Arch Rival (ES 6a) and Tony led No 
Through Road (E2 5c) . Further left still the 
obvious curving overlap of Dihedral Wall 
(A3) had been dismissed as too loose or too 
hard to clean. It was neither, and a superb 
pitch (E5 6b) was led by Chris . A bonus is 
that it finishes at the bolt belay of Relax and 
you can have a look on the way down . 

Pete Gomersall and Bonny Masson 
applied the same methodical approach 
around Perverted Geranium. The arete to 
the left is Abracadaver (E3 5c) while 
around to the right is Butcher's Dog (E4 
6a). Not to be left out I climbed the rock in 
between Perverted Geranium and Butcher's 
Dog with Jumping to Conclusions (ES 6b) 
and Optional Extra (E4 6b) both of which 
finish at the same abseil point. 

Tony and Chris picked off yet more spaces 
with White Feather (ES 6b) up the wall left 
of Diedre. Tony led the serious bit but once 
he 'd clipped the bolt refused to commit 
himself on the crux! Chris finished the pitch 
and also led two more routes on the wall of 
Central Gully - Hazard County (E4 6b) and 
Mystique (E3 5c) a direct line to the abseil 
of Abracadaver. Chris also free climbed the 
first corner of the Bulge - Bulglet (E3 5c) to 
an abseil point . The same day I managed to 
climb the desperately strenuous thin crack 
which leads up to it. Nerve Ending (ES 6b) 
was just what happened. 

One of the more curious features of 
Kilnsey is that not many climbs bother to go 
to the top . When they do the second pitches 
are often climbed much later than the first. 
Chris led the top pitch of Peripathetic (E4 
6a) last year and this year the obvious scoop 
above Birdmen and Bird Brain provided me 
with exposed and intricate bridging on per-
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feet rock - Scoup de Grace (E4 6b) . Even 
more exciting was the top pitch of White 
Rushin which provided an intricate series of 
moves protected only by a bolt (ES 6c) . 

Slowly but surely the crag was being 
transformed into a good place to free climb. 
The transition seemed a little too easy to me 
and also to others. In the winter of 1984 the 
Yorkshire aid climbers (there are only 
about 3 left) removed the bolts out of all the 
old peg routes which had bolts put in solely 
for free climbing protection. They also then 
provocatively pegged Frankie Comes to 
Kilnsey (AS) up one of the best remaining 
lines on the crag- the left wall of Balas . Pete 
Gomersall rose to the challenge and placed 
three bolts to climb Frankie Comes All 
Over (ES 6b). The bolts were quickly 
removed by the pegmen and there didn' t 
seem much point in replacing them. 

From an abseil rope it was clear that pegs 
could be used instead of the second and 
third bolts. Not that they were that good . A 
nut in a hole protected(?) the moves past 
the first bolt placement. It had to go - a 
deliberate test of the nut resulted in my 
head brushing the grass when it stripped . A 
more subtle placement seemed to work and 
the pitch was completed. I even took short 
falls onto both the pegs before being 
benighted on the resting place of Balas. The 
point was made - the wall didn't need bolts 
- Frankie Came Too Soon (E6) . I can't help 
feeling though that this was a pointless 
gesture on my part and that the big blank 
walls that remain on limestone will be 
climbed with just enough bolts or pegs to 
stop you hitting the ground from a long way 
up. 
Summary: A review of the exceptional 
spate of hard free-climbing at Kilnsey Crag, 
Yorkshire. 
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Above: Pete Gomersall on the second pitch of Division of Labour (E6, 6b, 6c), during 
the first ascent. (See also cover). The grimace isde rigeur, and no prizes far spotting the 
hold he's going for. Photos: Desroy. Below Left: Desroy bouldering out the start of 
Smooth Torquer (E4 6b), Photo: Neil Foster. Below Right: Berzins cutting loose on the 
wildly overhangin1;_ Dominatrix (E6 6b). Photo: Bonny Masson. Opposite: Desroy high 
on Dihedral Wall (E5 6b) . Photo: Foster. 





THE CAIRNGORMS 
SINCE 1945 
by Andy Nisbet 
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The Cairngorms have always been 
surrounded by an air of seclusion. Living in 
a geographical backwater the local climbers 
have become used to their own company 
and for many, the solitude of the remote car
ries has become the major charm. Publicity 
has been kept to a minimum to maintain the 
atmosphere, this policy working so well that 
I was once asked by a well-known English 
climber if there were any mountains in the 
East of Scotland! Nowadays the number of 
backpackers has increased so much that 
total solitude is a lost cause and the secre
tive attitude has been slackened. 

A number of ploys have been used to 
discourage, like the " JO mile" approach 
walks , "Scottish VS" gradings and loose 
vegetated rock on early classics . Cold 
weather and slow-drying routes are a more 
realistic problem, though the Cairngorms 
get only half the rainfall of Glencoe and a 
fraction of the midges. In winter the cliffs 

are plastered with crusty powder snow or 
hoar frost , forcing the methodical clearing 
of holds and frozen vegetation; it's a slow 
and cold business , with a little of the physical 
pleasure of blasting up a steep ice pitch on 
front points but requiring craft, patience 
and a certain dedication to unfold the secrets 
of each pitch. Looking at it from another 
angle, most potential visitors have failed , or 
know someone who has failed on an easy 
route in bottomless powder. How many 
people know that there are more routes in 
the Cairngorms than Glencoe and Ben 
Nevis put together? How many know that 
Creag an Dubh Loch is currently Scotland's 
most important cliff, and that many of the 
routes, even some of the hardest , are well
protected with modern nuts and Friends? 

So this remoteness and individuality 
together with the introspective attitude of 
the local climbers has given the area a history 
largely independent of the rest of Scotland. 

In winter conditions the Cairngorms take 
on arctic severity. Here a climber is seen 
crossing Lurcher's Burn below Caire an 
Lochain. Photo: John Cleare. 

In terms of technical difficulty rock climbing 
has always lagged behind (and still does?) 
but not so in winter, when conditions are the 
most reliable in Scotland (not that any of 
Scotland is reliable!). 

·· The Cairngorms emerged from the Second 
World War with its surface barely scratched 
by the tricouni nail. Of 21 main cliffs fre
quented nowadays , only two had more than 
a handful of routes and at least half were 
completely untouched. One of these two 
was Sgoran Dubh Mor, which has the worst 
rock of the whole area. The other was 
Lochnagar where Symmers and Ewen had 
pluggeci away heroically at the gullies 
throughout the thirties and unearthed a 
series of fine lines of appalling quality, high
angled rubble and unstable vegetation. 
Though they were aware of sound clean 
rock elsewhere, any move out of the gullies 
had met the disconcertingly smooth slabs 
which are the basis of modern Cairngorms 
climbing. Only the ascents of the Mitre 
RidgeofBeinn a' Bhuird in 1933 andJ.H.B. 
Bell 's exploits on Lochnagar, most notably 
Eagle Ridge in 1941, were of the quality to 
inspire the post-war generation. 

An entirely new and largely independent 
group was to adopt the Cairngorms after the 
War ; these were the Aberdeen climbers of 
the fifties whose enthusiasm for the area 
would transform it into a major centre in 
only a few years. 1948 and 1949 saw initial 
exploration in many of the carries and the 
easiest buttresses were tackled by such as 
the Tewnion brothers , Mac Smith and Bill 
Brooker. Typical of such routes was the clas
sic Crystal Ridge (Difficult) in Coire Sputan 
Dearg whose clean yet easy slabs must have 
been a revelation. These were humble 
beginnings but the Aberdeen School were in 
five years' time to produce the hardest of 
winter climbs, like the Eagle Ridge. · 

Before the War the winter climbing 
potential had not been tested, with a few 
ascents only of snow gullies. In the winter of 
1949/50 Brooker and Morgan climbed 
Shadow Buttress A (III) and then Giant's 
Head Chimney (IV) on Lochnagar, immed
iately reaching a standard comparable with 
the Coe/Nevis routes. The following winter 
Tom Patey burst on the scene with a youth
fully impetuous ascent of Douglas-Gibson 
Gully, being forced to succeed by climbing 
beyond the point where he could get back 
down. But 1952/53 was the winter which 
brought their efforts to a climax . First prize 
was Mike Taylor's The Stack, only a month 
after its summer ascent, and the following 
week Scorpion (on Carn Etchachan : Patey, 
Taylor, Nicol and Grassick) preceded its 
summer ascent. Next was Polyphemus 
Gully (Ken Grassick) which had defeated 
previous attempts by Brooker. Brooker had 
his revenge the next day when, with Patey 
and Taylor, this powerful trio climbed the 
celebrated Eagle Ridge in 4½ hours, the 
hardest route in Scotland at the time and 
only superceded in the seventies; Even 
then, when grade V ascents were becoming 
more common, Eagle Ridge was almost 
never climbed faster and is still a testpiece 
today. Though this dramatic rise in standards 
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Above: Rusty Baillie on the Direct Start to Aladdin's Mirror, Caire an't Sneachda . Photo: John Cleare. 
Opposite page: A very modern rock climb. Murray Hamilton on the first ascent of Voyage of the Beagle (E4 6a , 4c, 6a , 6a, 5c) , Creag an 
Dubh Loch. This is the fourth pitch which is shared with the third pitch of Naked Ape. Photo: Rab Anderson. 

was made independent of the outside world , Dubh Loch. This was Waterkelpie Wall in Lochnagar was Mort (EI Sb) by Forbes and 
standards elsewhere were rising; Macinnes 1958. But perhaps more of a pointer to the Rennie and on the Slochd Wall of Benn a· 
and Bonington climbed Raven's Gully the future was the ascent of Mousetrap in 1959 , Bhuird , Slochd Wall (HVS Sa) by Rennie 
month after Eagle Ridge's ascent. But on the first direct line on the front face of Creag and Greg Strange. These routes arc the 
snowed-up rock the tricouni tricksters from an Dubh Loch , and also the first incursion great classics of nowadays. Not one of them 
Aberdeen were the masters. Throughout by Edinburgh climbers . was entirely free-climbed (although the 
the fifties a huge number of great winter None of these routes was above Very gradings are for the free version they were 
climbs were made, with the tireless Tom Severe standard , so in 1962 Robin Smith 's HVS or El with the aid) but in most cases 
Patey usually in the forefront. ct· f h Sh I C b the aid was eliminated on the second or 1rect ascent o t e e terstone rag y 

Eagle Ridge was inspired. Although The Needles (El Sb) was a revelation. th ird ascent. These Cairngorms faces arc 
Parallel Buttress (1956) was as hard, the seamed with shallow cracks , handy for the 

As in this case , most of the rock climbing odd peg· and 1·n those days a 1·1ttle a1·d was next progression was the use of crampons, ' advances have been made by talented out- qu1·te acceptable when Jimmy Marshall stole the plum of · siders whereas the Aberdonian's greatest No ada s the c ks h bee dcned Parallel Gully B (1958). Still in tricounis, w Y · rac ave n gar 
feats have remained in winter, Sticil Face d t t k t F · ct d t· the Aberdeen group had made little prog- an mos a c nu s , ncn s an mgers . 
( 1957) being no less an achievement for its 1969 71 saw a frant·c de elopment of the ress on this obvious line, but its theft was - 1 v 

still embarrassing. time. Smith 's example showed the way and rest of today's classic lines; a grade harder 
in 1964, Jimmy Stenhouse and Brian Lawrie than the others were two unusually strenuous 

Rock climbing standards were also rising 
throughout the fifties but lagged far behind 
those of the Creag Dubh and Rock and Ice. 
Tricounis were highly suitable for the lower 
grades which often abound in grassy ledges 
and wet chimnt:3/S. It 's hard to imagine a less 
suitable footwear than tricounis for the 
friction slabs of the Cairngorm's open faces. 
Despite the handicap boldness was not lack
ing even if mild VS was the technical limit. 
Patey's ascent on the wet Vertigo Wall, a 
terrifying exposed line on Creag an Dubh 
Loch, was as much a psychological break
through as Sassenach on Ben Nevis (both in 
1954). Later in the fifties some experimen
tation in footwear was made; Jerry Smith 
initiated the move by climbing Pinnacle 
Face in rope-soled shoes (1955). This was 
influential because the following year, Bill 
Brooker and Ken Grassick wore vibram
soled kletterschuhe when they repeated the 
route and continued up the steep side of the 
Black Spout Pinnacle to complete The 
Link. Their ascent provided the confidence 
for Brooker and Dick Barclay to make the 
first excursion on to the big faces of Creag an 
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climbed Dinosaur, first route on the Central walls on Gulliver (Creag an Dubh Loch , by 
Slabs of Creag an Dubh Loch. By now the Ian Nicolson and Dave Knowles) and 
Aberdeen scene had been taken over by a Haystack (Shelterstone Crag, Carrington 
new generation who called themselves The and Nicolson) . 
Spiders; most prominent were John Bower, The pace of winter exploration was more 
Mike Forbes, Brian Lawrie and Mike sedate ; Aberdonians were undisturbed by 
Rennie . Forbes and Rennie succeeded outside competition. The transition from 
eventually on the eye-catching thin crack of tricounis to crampons was hesitant and step-
Stiletto ( on the Crimson Slabs of Creagan a' cutting was still universal, although ice was 
Choi re Etchachan) in 1966 and repeated the no longer feared and avoided. The standards 
Needle the following year. Suddenly the of the Golden Years were scarcely exceeded 
seven big faces in the Cairngorms were no but fine routes were made in many of the 
longer impregnable ; PA's offered friction remote carries. On Crcagan a' Choire 
and chrome-molly pegs security. In 1967 - 68 Etchachan, Jim McArtney's ascent of the 
there was a great rush and routes were thinly iced slabs of Djibangi (1965) was in 
added to every face . On Creag an Dubh the modern style; the same year Talisman 
Loch there was Culloden (E3 6a) on the was more traditional (Grassick and Jerry 
fearsomely steep Broad Terrace Wall (Bar- Light). But the swansong of the tricouni 
ley brothers) , Blue Max (HVS Sb) on the tricksters was Pinnacle Face (1966) by Gras-
Central Slabs (Brian Robertson , Allen sick , Light and Nicol. Theirs was an 
Fyffe) and Cougar (E2 Sc) on the Central immense struggle , ten hours for 300 feet , 
Gully Wall (Rennie). On Shclterstonc Crag but their ascent was years ahead of its time. 
was the Pin (E2 Sb) on the Central Slabs In the late sixties John Bower, like Patey 
(Rab Carrington, J. Gardner) and Steeple before him, began to dominate the winter 
(E 1/2 Sb) on the main buttress (Ken Spence scene. Many of his routes were technically 
and others). On the Tough-Brown face of difficult problems in the remote carries; 





;~ .. ~'?~~ 
._. , , ' 
\,_ . ' . 

..,. ., - -=~., ... 
,. ~Iii.~ \ ~ 

Above: Cairn Etchachan (3673 ft) , the loch, at c. 2350 ft. is frozen. In the distance rises the rounded summit of Beinn Mheadhain (3883 ft .) . 

many are still unrepeated. He was a tough 
character and seemed to revel in the 
hardship of long approaches and bad 
weather; two harrowing bivouacs on the 
plateau in blizzards did not curb his 
enthusiasm. The Carpet and Hourglass 
Buttress (1970) in the Caire na Ciche of 
Beinn a' Bhuird are his most respected 
routes. 

The winter seventies were dominated by 
technological changes. The most important, 
of course, was the development of front
pointing. As everyone knows , John Cun
ningham was in the forefront and his break
through in pure ice climbing was The 
Chancer (1970). The value of front-pointing 
was shown by the speed of its acceptance. 
Only two years later, Jim Bolton was front
pointing the vertical ice pitch of Labyrinth 
Direct. This remains one of the great feats 
of British mountaineering, given that his 
belay would probably not have held even a 
second, tbe ice was free-climbed by any 
definition and the vertical section was 
unprotected and longer than any in the 
country at the time. 

Snow and ice conditions were very variable 
in the mid seventies and many of the regulars 
were only slowly converting to the new 
techniques. Norman Keir was very active 
and always innovative. With Dave Wright , 
he climbed the precarious lower tier of the 
Pink Elephant (Creag an Dubh Loch, 1975) 
but was defeated high up by thin ice and 
darkness. A second attempt the following 
week ended in a bivouac in bad weather. 
After these setbacks , Keir set out to solve 
the problem of climbing ice down to verglas 
thickness. Out of many weird and wonderful 
designs only the trampon (like a crampon , 
but with tricouni nails) has survived . Some 
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of his first ascents were climbed in trampons 
(eg with Mike Freeman on Red Guard, 
Cairn Etchachan in 1978). They were used 
too by Andrew Nisbet on several routes on 
Cairn Etchachan in 1981 and 1982 but failed 
to provide the breakthrough. Improve
ments in axes have been more significant: 
an exchange visit by French climbers in 1979 
introduced the "banana pick", most effective 
to date on thin ice where one small dinner
plate will destroy the placement. Visiting 
Polish climber Jan Fijalkowski demonstrated 
the power of resting on axes to great effect 
making the first winter ascent of Epitome 
(1980). These have been two of the factors 
allowing a major rise in standards in the 
eighties (grade Vl). 

But back to the routes. Inspired and 
encouraged by Norman Keir, the author 
and Alfie Robertson climbed Vertigo Wall 
over two days , the first time a planned 
bivouac had been used in the Gorms. As has 
happened before , the key to success was an 
inability to retreat, the route being diagonal 
and undercut. Robertson's spectacular fall 
on the crucial final pitch showed how close 
we were to our limit: convinced at the time 
(and now) that this was the best mixed route 
in Scotland , surprisingly the route is un
repeated. In 1979 John Anderson pushed up 
standards with Lochnagar 's The Link , the 
first route to be graded above Y(nowV/Vl). 
I was relegated to second man on prussicks , 
still experimenting with trampons which 
were next to useless in the icy conditions . 

Scotland must have the most variable 
conditions and weather of any snow and ice 
climbing area , from 100 mph winds and 
deep powder to warm sunshine and no 
snow, and the two extremes can occur on 
consecutive weeks. 1980 was the very rare 

Tom Patey, the prolific pioneer who 
dominated the Scottish climbing scene for 
over a decade. Photos: John Cleare. 



Hell 's Lum crag from the north-east. This accessible and popular crag is conveniently situated near the ski resort! Photo: John Cleare. 

year of good conditions and fine weather ; in 
Scotland the conditions are usually more 
important than the personalities. Competi
tion between Edinburgh and Aberdeen saw 
many of the current challenges climbed, the 
Pink Elephant, Goliath , Mousetrap and 
The Last Oasis on Creag an Dubh Loch ; 
Epitome and Pinnacle Grooves on 
Lochnagar; Pastern and Citadel on the 
Shelterstone Crag. The Citadel, by the 
powerful team of Murray Hamilton and 
Ken Spence, was probably the hardest and 
had seen off several previous attempts. It 
had always been recognised as possible but 
with the crux near the top, previous failures 
had been spectacular. John Cunningham 
and Bill March had reputedly been seven 
times to try the route - their high point was 
an enforced standing bivouac just below the 
crux. 

With these routes the pressure for grade 
VI increased; the problem was only one of 
definition. One guidebook had plastered 
Ben Nevis with VI 's, some of which were 
easier than the old Eagle Ridge; the 
traditionalists held out for grade V to cover 
all evils. Scottish opinion has now largely 
come round to agreement that grade YI is 
acceptable , but only the few hardest should 
be granted the magic grade , and that these 
should still be hard even in good conditions. 
The argument now is whether technical dif
ficulty alone is enough to justify grade YI , 
or is poor protection a second pre-requisite. 

Powder snow is the normal condition for 
Cairngorm routes , particularly from 
December to February. Almost all the 
buttress climbs are based on frozen vegeta
tion so powder is quite suitable. The major
ity of visitors , however, have the ice/gully 
mentality. Cold Climbs gullies must be one 

of the major factors in keeping the Cairn
gorms quiet in winter. So often you see the 
keen stranger heading for Polyphemus 
Parallel B, scratching about in the powder, 
then wading up Parallel A , an ignominious 
grade II/III , muttering about terrible condi
tions. Meanwhile conditions are perfect for 
the Aberdonians on Eagle Ridge, Parallel 
Buttress or even some of the recent horrors. 
So while you may wait years for the necessary 
amount of ice on some Nevis face, many of 
the hard Cairngorm climbs are in condition 
most weekends. Take three desperates from 
last winter which saw a renewal of new route 
interest after three years of poorish condi
tions. Psyche (Arthur Paul); Nymph (Colin 
Maclean) and Pantheist (Dunwoodie, Nis
bet) are all HVS crack climbs on Lochnagar 
and each was climbed in conditions when 
ice played little part in the proceedings. For 
several years torquing axes in cracks had 
been becoming more important as the sum
mer grades being attempted became harder 
and the vegetation more sparse. Dick 
Renshaw and Greg Strange's Cumming
Crofton Route (1977) was an early example. 
Nymph in particular has a huge layback 
crux climbed entirely on torqued axes. It's a 
new game really, with a new set of 
techniques to be learned before moving 
higher up the rock grades. 

That was last year's prediction. The latest 
winter has seen off Lochnagar's Katsalana 
(Doug Hawthorn, Graeme Livingston) and 
The Needle (Maclean and Nisbet), both E 1 
in summer. E2 next winter? 

Although the Cairngorms are better 
known in winter, rock climbing has also kept 
up with the times. In 1971 Haystack had set 
a new standard and there were wide open 
spaces for those climbing at the XS grade. 

In the next five years Dougie Dinwoodie 
worked methodically over Creag an Dubh 
Loch and Lochnagar bagging almost all of 
the natural lines up to E2 standard. His 
most regular partner was Bob Smith , noted 
for his powerful style and lack of fear. Their 
greatest achievment was the Black Spout 
Wall (1976 , E3 Sc). Dinwoodie was famed 
for his cautious approach and his ability to 
rest in the most unlikely places. I remember, 
when he was first climbing Death's Head 
Route (Broad Terrace Wall) how everyone 
dived for cover as boulders dropped out of 
the mist on to the slabs far below. It was 11 
pm , almost dark and drizzling; but his 
singlemindedness saw the route completed 
that night. When he wrote the new guide to 
Creag an Dubh Loch in 1977, he had 
climbed every major route and most of the 
old aid had been eliminated. Jeff Lamb and 
Pete Whillance had freed Culloden; 
Dinwoodie and Smith had freed Falseface 
and Sword of Damocles. 

Up to this point all the routes had been 
climbed in traditional style, on sight 
including gardening, and peg runners where 
required. Most of the cracks were grassy or 
mossy, only providing a hold or nut place
ment after gardening. As the remaining 
lines became steeper, so gardening became 
harder and an impasse had been reached . 
1977 saw the start of a new era when Dave 
Cuthbertson and Murray Hamilton made a 
free ascent of Cougar. Even this talented 
team had a hard time with the ungardened 
cracks, despite the relatively low grade (E2 
Sc). The next four summers suffered from 
poor weather but Hamilton sneaked in the 
technical and very strenuous Sans Fer (E4 
6b, 1979). In 1978 Dinwoodie had climbed 
the long-sought Cupid's Bow on the Central 
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Above Left: Kenny Spence on the first winter ascent of Relay Climb (/VIV), Stag Rocks. 
Above Right: Murray Hamilton on the third pitch of Missing Link (£4 Sa, Sb, Sc), Shelterstone Crag. 
Below: Pete Whillance on the "untrodden grass balcony" of Creag an Dubh Loch during explorations on the Broad Terrace Wall. Along 
with Hamilton, Whillance has been responsible for a spate of brilliant, hard, modern rock climbs on this crag. 
Opposite page: She/terstone Crag (shown here) and Creag an Dubh Loch constitute some of the finest and certainly the biggest areas of 
good rock in the whole of the British Isles. There is now a large selection of hard rock climbs to be done on these crags, and scope for 
many more. The climber is ably assisted by the new Cairngorm guidebook which is reviewed elsewhere in this issue. Weather, however, 
is a problem, but to quote Don Whillans re. the spate of hard climbs on Cloggy during the early 'SOs, "They'll all be doing them when the 
sun comes out." Photos: Rab Anderson. 

Slabs of Shelterstone Crag in traditional 
style, on sight without chalk but with peg 
runners and a little aid. The contrast with 
Sans Fer, a free ascent but with previous 
inspection , was the focus of debate for 
several years. 

The Aberdonians couldn't match this leap 
in difficulty and retired from the forefront , 
although continuing to develop the more 
remote faces, such as the West face of Mitre 
Ridge and the Crimson Slabs at Etchachan . 
Meanwhile their technical ability was 
improving with vigorous activity on the 
local sea cliffs and outcrops, Dinwoodie , 
Smith and Lawrie doing much of the explo
ration. There were 400 routes in the 
Aberdeen sea cliff guide of 1977, but the 
new guide to Outcrops in the NE of Scotland 
has about 1000 routes. 

1982 and 1983 were dry summers like 
those of 1976 and 1977 when the last burst of 
activity had occurred. In 1982 Hamilton and 
Whillance put in many days of abseil garden
ing at the Dubh Loch and were rewarded 
with a series of routes of stunning quality 
and at a standard quite new to the area. The 
Central Gully Wall routes were the most 
impressive, taking the great wall left of 
Cougar, 300 ft. of monolithic overhangs 
where only an eye of faith can pick out any 
feasible lines. Conditions were good from 
May ( S/artibartfast, the first ES) till August 
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when the most improbable line uf all was 
climbed, Naked Ape (ES 6b), a Whillance 
special following the 400 ft. huge arete right 
of Giant. 1983 continued the blitz, the high
light being Hamilton's Flodden (ES 6b) on 
the continuously overhanging wall left of 
Culloden. Only now was Dinwoodie moved 
to change his ethics and armed with chalk, 
friends and abseil ropes, he added Perilous 
Journey (ES 6b) to the Central Gully Wall. 
His partner was Graeme Livingstone , then 
still at school. The roles were reversed m 
1984 , another in a sequence of dry sum
mers, when Livingstone led the aptly
named wall climb, Improbability Drive, 
now the hardest route in the Cairngorms 
with a probable grade of E6 6c. Just as 
significant in 1984 were on-sight repeats of 
well over half the hard routes of recent 
years, including three ES's. Naked Ape, 
Run of the Arrow and S/artibartfast. It 
settles for me the nagging doubt that the 
Cairngorms might introvert again .. The 
recent publication of a new SMC gwde to 
the Cairngorms, complete with E grades 
and pitch by pitch technical grades should 
ensure these routes as tomorrow's classics. 

Summary: A History of climbing in the 
Cairngorms since 1945. 
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These cartoons were first published in 
the American magazine Climbing, and 
are reproduced here by kind permission 
of the Editor Michael Kennedy. 



GEAR 
Edited by Dave Durkan 

Since our witch-hunt on broken ice axes 
(Mountain 93, 97, 99), suspect ice screws 
(Mountain 94, 97, 99), plus the recent Dickens 
Report on wired nuts (Mountain 102), a great 
deal of work has been completed behind the 
scenes. 

Three ice axe manufacturers have evaluated 
and changed their production methods, and 
introduced higher quality control measures. 
Other manufacturers have requested guidance 
along similar lines. Two " not recommended " 
ice screws have been resubmitted for DAV 
testing, and one manufacturer has resourced 
wire used for nut production. 

Rumour has it that a " contract " has been 
taken out on us, but apart from that the 
response to critical and constructive report
ing has been positive, from both the user and 
the trade. It is however necessary to keep the 
record straight, and admit to some errors on 
our part. 

Nut Test - R.P.'s 
In Mountain 102, we published a table, 

showing the various specifications of wired 
nuts, and the test results obtained. Tests were 
made on seven nuts in each size, although 
only 3 sample tests were published. In the 
case of RP's all seven tests in all sizes met and 
surpassed the manufacturer's claimed break
ing strength . The Vickers Pyramidical 
Number showed a hardness variation that 
was regarded as good. The original test 
report also noted a high standard in quality 
control of both materials and workmanship 
by this manufacturer. 

Unfortunately, because of a typesetting 
error after the proof reading, the first line of 
text on RP's "ran into" the text on the Salewa 
nuts. This omission of RP text gave a false 
impression as to the quality of RP's. 

We can only apologise to Roland Pauligk 
for this error, and we retain full confidence in 
RP's. After all, would Mt. Arapiles have 
reached its present status in world rock climb
ing circles, if the nut especially developed for 
its thin shallow cracks had not been as good 
as it is? 

Testing Failures - Reporting 
The British Mountaineering Council have 

made public their willingness to test any 
broken or malfunctioning equipment. Corres
pondence should be directed to the Technical 
Committee. DAV also offer similar services. 

No doubt other UIAA national groups have 
such facilities. When telephoning some of the 
European national mountaineering magazines 
we learn~d that the service is not generally 
known, or not available. There is a tendency 
to sweep under the carpet irritating subjects 
like broken equipment. We would therefore 
encourage national magazines to contact 
their UIAA or National Alpine Clubs to estab
lish a national reporting system. The 
magazines could make such services more 
generally known through their own active 
participation. The tendency of some 
magazines to take into account advertising 
considerations when conducting equipment 
tests and reports is self serving. It leads to a 
loss of credibility in the eyes of the readers, 
who are the users of gear and, after all, the 
people the magazine is out to serve. Gears 
experience is that serious manufacturers wel
come such a constructively critical approach, 
as opposed to merely repeating the promo
tional blurb. In all such matters Gear would 
like to be kept informed, and where facilities 
do not exist we can arrange for independent 
testing and evaluation. 
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R.P. Nuts Vindicated 
HGear" Reports Bring Changes 

R.P.s - synonymous with small nut 
protection. 

BMC 
A bit of late news for some, fresh for others . 

After the UIAA Safety Commission, Working 
Groups Meeting, in Vienna last September, 
the BMC made the following observations: 
(i) The present UIAA standard for ice axes is 

wholly inadequate to meet demands 
placed on modern technical equipment. 
Minor improvements to the existing 
standard were made this year, and a 
working group will consider the intro
duction of a separate standard for techni
cal axes and hammers. 

(ii) The draft of a standard for crampons is 
now in the final stages of preparation . 

(iii) A proposal to consider batch coding of 
equipment was favourably received, and 
should eventually find its way into the 
existing standards. 

(iv) The UIAA Label is a multi-lingual mess, 
and should be made simpler and easier 
to understand. 

(v) Two standards were finalized for tapes 
and sewn slings. Labels on these pro
ducts should begin to appear in 1985. 

(vi) Manufacturers have rece ived a formal 
vote on the Commission, an important 
development, for without them the U IAA 
cannot exist, and therefore manufactur
ers should have a voice. 

Gear hopes to establish a better working 
relationship with the UIAA in future, and pub
lish more up-to-date reports on their work. 

Camp Snarg Ice Screw 
The DAV report in Mountain 94 rated the 

Camp Snarg as "not recommended ". Camp 
immediately stopped production (Mountain 
97) , re-tooled, and has now produced a new 
series of Snarg. This new Snarg was submitted 
to further DAV testing . DAV informs Gearthat 
the Camp Snarg now meets their technical 
and test specifications, and as such, is now 
rated as "recommended ". The new series is 
distinguishable from the earlier models by a 
blue coloured section in the head area . 

Claims and Counter Claims 
Advertising has always been a bone of con

tention , a personal one, and one that cannot 
be ignored. On the positive side, advertising 
space can give a great deal of information to 
the consumer and it can be visually pleasing . 
Alas, it can also be misleading . 

One recent advertising campaign in the 
various magazines, including Mountain, ran : 
"The new STRATOS is the only rope which 
will stand a Fall-Factor 2 test across a sharp 
granite edge. " The photograph showing this 
capacity features a sharp rock edge where the 
rope is stretched across it. This is backed up 
by insert photos, one showing the edge as 
tested, the other all the Brand-X ropes, which 
obviously failed the test. 

The edge shown under the caption is NOT 
the one the rope is tested over. The manufac
turer (Edelweiss) does not claim it is, but the 
punter is left with that impression which, after 
all, is what the manufacturer was aiming at. 

I'm all for better gear. A rope that has high 
resistance to wear in mountaineering situa
tions is a boon. However the boundary of 
good taste is often crossed in the complex 
arena of the advertising world, and in the rush 
for increased sales. 

We have survived the 3-fall, 5-fall, 7-fall and 
12-fall claims of ropes. I hope that other 
manufacturers will not take up the obvious 
commercial implications of such high tempo 
advertising where we will all be trapped in the 
circle of the claims circus. 

More Advertising 
Still on ropes, this time from the Rivory/ 

Joanny rope advert: "The G F8 - the first diffe
rential diameter rope - 50 mtrs in length : the 
first 10 mtrs at each end of the rope have a 
diameter of 10.5 mm, and the central 30 mtrs 
have a diameter of 9.5 mm. " 

For anyone who read this very colourful 
and eyecatching advert too fast, or for those 
who read it slowly, and failed to comprehend 
the implications, a translation is in order. 
Basically, the first ten meters is fat rope which 
tapers to where the middle thirty is thin and 
the last ten fatten out again. Easy. The pro
ducers claim the advantages to be i) 20% 
lighter than a conventional 11 mm rope ; ii) 
increased elasticity, giving greater shock 
absorption; iii) resistance to twisting, due to a 
new construction; iv) low friction, for easy 
flow through carabiners/over edges; v) quick 
identification, with change of colour at 
change of diameters. 

In this case there is nothing to criticise, and 
personally I liked the lay-out of the advert. 



However, the UIAA will no doubt have a hell 
of a time trying to rate this rope, as most UIAA 
rope specifications were established in days 
gone by. 

The way the war of the rope will go is any
one's guess, and we may well see claims that 
will match the recent marketing efforts of the 
friction boot scene. In the case of ropes this is 
not a desirable trend, as the whole subject is 
far more complex . Various people have been 
questioning the value of the present UIAA 
test criteria, especially in relation to the range 
of different climbing styles, from traditional 
European alpine climbing to modern crag 
climbing. The new GF8 rope highlights that 
actual requirements have changed . 

Gear would like to see clear categories for 
the different usage of ropes. To this end we 
are interested in any comments from manu
facturers, users, or any organisations 
involved in the use, testing and evaluation of 
ropes. We are looking for feedback on handl
ing properties, observations of ropes in use 
under various conditions, winter/summer, 
age process, limitations, falls and test specifi
cations, in fact, anything to do with climbing 
ropes. From this we will be able to establish a 
working file on the subject, which will eventu
ally be condensed , and made available 
through the pages of Gear. This will hopefully 
lead to a re-evaluation of the UIAA test 
criteria , and to the establishment of test 
criteria for all different categories of rope 
according to their intended usage. 

Gear Test 
The Bivo, by Edelrid 

An expanding protection device. Obvious 
question: " Are Bivos as good as, or better 
than, Friends?" 

After three months of hard use, our set of 
three were looking tired, but not worn out. 

a) Spring retainer pulled free after rela 
tively short use. This reduces the spring feel , 
but no real difference in performance noted . 

b) When placed in horizontal cracks the 
trigger has to be in the right way "down" 
position. If placed the wrong way the whole 
device could pull out. A design/concept 
defect. 

c) Unlike Friends they do not have " inde
pendently thinking cams". This limits obtain
ing a snug fit in a number of placements. A fall 
load could come on just one cam . 

d) Generally speaking, they do NOT sit as 
well in the majority of placements that a 
Friend does. 

Gear comments : we presented the above 
criticisms to Edel rid, and (a) has already been 
solved . They would like to point out the fol
lowing advantages : 

a) the strength of tape is 1700 kg (makers 
specification) and the device is tested to 2600 
kg . (Recent tests conducted on Friends at 
Wild Country resulted in the stitched tape 
breaking at 1750 kg. Tests on just the Friends 
placed in a mock-up of a parallel-sided crack 
showed that the device began to deform at 
1000 kg , but did not "pull", even at 2000 kg . 
Friends must have held thousands of falls 
since their introduction, and there are no 
reports of Friends failing in use in normal 
cracks, but a few have failed when placed in 
exotic situations and certain horizontal cracks 
where a side loading has been suffered by the 
stem .) 

b) Testing shows them superior in many 
horizontal placements. 

c) They do not walk back so easily into the 
crack. 

d) They can be tied off. 
e) Can be placed with one finger and 

Denny Moorhouse at Buxton in 1978. Photo: Terry Tullis. 

thumb. 
f) Easier to remove. 
We talked to the design man himself, and 

he was enthusiastic. "They are great in old 
peg holes, as on the Nose on El Cap, 2nd and 
3rd pitch; Dihedral ; beginning of 2nd pitch of 
Prow etc. With the new size 1 and 1 ½ you can 
just plug into an old peg hole, and presto! 
instant protection. We are working on size 0 
and ½ , which will open up potential never 
dreamed of before. On limestone they func
tion like a dream, and cannot be compared ." 

Gear concludes: On limestone they certainly 
proved themselves superior in certain place
ments, and on some railway bridge place
ments. However, until they sort out the prob
lem of the non-thinking or independent cams, 
the majority of us should not rush out and buy 
a set . Friends still rule supreme. 
Gear Spotlight 

Gear Spotlight is a new Gearsection, where 
we will cast a spotlight on manufacturers, 
gear designers, testers, gear destroyers, in 
fact, anyone who plays a leading role in the 
equipment game. 

DMM Rises from the Ashes - a Welsh Folk 
Tale 

" Once upon a time there was a hairy elf 
who lived high in the mountains of North 
Wales. He met a lady elf and they formed a 
very formidable partnership; together they 
scaled great cliffs and precipices. One day 
they found a magic potion, which the impetu
ous hairy elf drank in one gulp. Suddenly he 
was transformed and his head was filled with 
new ideas about iron and steel - he had 
become a wizard iron master! 

"So the two elves used the new found 
knowledge to make tools for climbing moun
tains. At first it was difficult for they lived in a 
small cave with their forge. They worked day 
and night to keep the forge burning, so they 
could produce great climbing tools, and keep 
warm in winter. As the years passed all the 
other elves in Wales, then Greater Britain, and 
eventually all the world began to covet the 
magic climbing tools. 

"They became very famous, and no longer 

had to huddle around the forge to keep warm . 
He bought a chariot and was to be seen driving 
like a possessed lunatic over the mountains 
of Wales, in search of dragons, inspiration, 
and, it is rumoured , flashing his magic wand 
in front of unsuspecting females. 

"In the big city, many leagues from the 
large new cave where they now worked, lived 
a big bad giant who coveted the possessions 
and success of the hairy Elf Wizard . He 
schemed and plotted with the other giants 
until he managed by black magic to control 
the cave where the Elf Wizard worked. The 
Giant banished the Elf Wizard to the other 
side of the mountain. 

"Many elves who worked for the Wizard 
followed him, taking their years of knowledge 
and experience, their enthusiasm, a·nd magic 
tools. The Wizard drank deep from another 
cup of magic potion, and he has again been 
possessed by a fountain of knowledge . This 
he is using to produce more and better 
MAGIC tools for climbing ." 

Gear comments: In the days of my youth 
there was Denny Moorhouse, Shirley Smith 
and a dog, who lived upon a hill, making 
climbing equipment which we used to buy as 
rejects. They formed a company called Clog , 
which grew to be one of the main innovators 
in the climbing equipment world . As they got 
bigger (increased their workforce and kennel) 
so they were taken over by a large (and repu
table) industrial company. Denny and Shirley 
plus some of their work force eventually set 
up shop (er, cave) under a new name: DMM 
or Moorhouse Engineering Ltd. Although 
DMM is a relatively new baby, it is staffed by 
some of the most experienced ironmasters in 
the industry. They have already been pushing 
new ideas : a 42 grm karabiner, with a very 
small nose to allow clipping of awkward 
bolts ; a belay plate, and a Shock Tape. 

Clog are still operating out of their large 
cave, led by the Grand Master Druid Paul, an 
innovator and flasher in his own right. That 
Wales has two major climbing equipment 
companies (both led by a couple of fairies) 
means we can expect a lot of good magic 
from the land of Dragons, Princes and Wizards. 
- 0.0. 
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Piltdown Yeti? Shipton and the 
Tall Stories 
Having lunch with Professor Odell 
the other day, he told me about a· 
lecture Eric Shipton had given to 
the Royal Central Asian Society 
just before the last war. In it 
Shipton claimed that Odell's 
performance on Everest in 1924 
clearly demonstrated what severe 
effects altitude can have on the 
brain. With apparent seriousness, 
he told how Odell, geologising on 
the upper slopes, came across the 
first fossils ever discovered on 
Everest, and stuffed them into his 
pocket. Later, feeling peckish and 
mistaking them for his 
sandwiches, he began 
absentmindedly to chew upon the 
precious rocks, and, concluding 
the bread must have frozen solid, 
tossed them away in disgust. It 
wasn't until he got down to lower 
levels that he realised his mistake, 
by which time, of course, it was 
too late, the fossils were lost to 
science! 

It was a leg-pull, of course, and 
it probably won a chuckle from 
the audience, but it singularly 
failed to amuse Odell. "Complete 
and utter nonsense!" he told me 
(a trace of indignation lingering 
still). "The next time I saw Shipton 
I asked him what on earth he 
meant by telling such stories at a 
public lecture, and I told him that 
far from throwing away the so
called 'fossils', I had brought them 
safely home and presented them 
to the Natural History Museum". 
(Somewhat sadly he added that 
they had turned out not to be 
fossils at all, but examples of an 
unusual cone-in-cone structure). 

Odell's anecdote, for some 
reason, triggered in my mind 
another Shipton story: how, after 
finding Maurice Wilson's body on 
Everest in 1935, he would confide 
to close friends that with it were 
incriminating items of women's 
clothing and a secret 'sex diary'. 
This document, Shipton used to 
say, listed such bizarre fantasies 
that he had felt it best to bury it 
with the body! Though widely 
circulated, the story takes no 
account of the fact that two of 
Shipton's companions at the 
time, Charles Warren and Edwin 
Kempson, knew absolutely 
nothing about either the 
garments or this mysterious 
notebook. (Wilson's "legitimate" 
diary was found and brought 
home by the expedition; it now 
resides in the Alpine Club 
archives - see PEOPLE 99) . How 
then, did Shipton manage to 
discover and read this diary, and 
dispose of the evidence, without 
his colleagues seeing? Or was this 
another occasion perhaps when 
Shipton wove a fanciful-story for 
its entertainment value? 

And if itwas, ·and if Shipton was 
in the habit of telling tall stories 
about his expeditions whenever 
he felt the occasion needed a lift, 
where then does that leave the 
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yeti footprint? 
Returning from the Everest 

Reconnaissance Expedition of 
1951, Shipton brought home 
photographs of a giant footprint 
claimed to have been found by 
him and Michael Ward at the head 
of the Men lung Glacier at an 
altitude of about 18,000 ft. It was 
13 inchdes long, 8 inches wide 
and 6 inches across the heel. 
Although much "soft" evidence 
had accumulated over the years 
to support the existence of a yeti, 
till then there had been nothing 
very tangible, and Shipton's 
footprint pictures were eagerly 
snatched upon as the 'proof' 
everyone was waiting for. One 
small step for the snowman, one 
might say, became a giant leap 
forward for yeti kind. 

Publication in such respectable 
journals as The Times and The 
Illustrated London News served 
only to underline the authenticity 
of the photographs, but scientists 
could not agree what manner of 
the creature it was had made the 
prints. Dr. John Napier of London 
University observed crisply that 
whatever it was, it appeared to 
have two big toes. The British 
Museum (Natural History) 
mounted a special exhibit, putting 
forward the claim that the prints 
were those of a langur (a largish 
arboreal monkey) but this was 
received with considerable 
hilarity from other scientific 
establishments, since it would 
have needed to be a langur of 
hitherto unsuspected size and 
range, and one which moreover 
tucked its long tail under its arm 
or wore it coiled around its neck 
to keep from dragging in the 
snow! The eminently plausible 
theory of tracks being enlarged 
by a process of melting and 
refreezing was expressed, but to 
the obvious question: why do 
individual photographs only 
show a single giant footprint 
(measured either against a 
human boot or an ice axe) and not 
a sequence of steps, there has 
been no satisfactory answer. The 
creature presumably didn't hop 
out ofthe sky onto the glacier and 
then vanish? 

In his account of finding the 
prints, Shipton did say they 
extended for over a mile. But, 
surely, if one stumbles across 
anything as remarkable as a trail 
of yeti prints in the snow, and one 
has a camera, one takes 
photographs of the trail as well as 
the individual prints? Oh, but 
surely there were pictures of a 
trail, you may say, and yes, it's 
true, there were. W. H. Murray, 
passing the same way a day or so 
later, confirms that traces of it 
were still visible then . 
Considering pictures of this track 
in conjunction with the giant-print 
photograph, scientists attempted 
to deduce such useful data as the 
"snowman's" gait and possible 
length of stride, and it was only 

That photograph yetigain, or The Abominable Footprint. Definitely not 
made by a lady's shoe. 

gradually that it became clear the 
two sets of tracks could not 
possibly have been made by the 
same creature. When, years after 
the discovery, this was put to 
Shipton and Ward by Dr. Napier, 
they both acknowledged the line 
of tracks indeed had nothing to do 
with The Footprint, though taken 
in roughly the same area earlier in 
the day. The negatives of the trail 
and the footprint were evidently 
filed together in the archives of 
the RGS, and this, presumably, is 
what led to the confusion. 

After pondering the matter for 
some twenty years, Dr. Napier (in 
his book BIGFOOT, THE YETI AND 
SASOUATCH IN MYTH AND 
REALITY) was prepared only to 
say : 

"As it stands, the footprint is 
not human; nor was it made by an 
ape or ape-like creature known to 
science." 

The odd qualification "as it 
stands" is explained by the fact 
that Napier's favoured explanation 
is that the print is really a 
composite, i.e . two footprints 
almost on top of each other, and, 
in his view, probably human. But 
whilst he, and other scientists, 
now admit photographs of The 
Footprint prove nothing, no one 
is unchivalrous enough to 
suggest the evidence might have 
been "cooked". All the same, the 
timing of Shipton's discovery is 

interesting. 
When, in 1948, Shipton's 

longtime companion, Bill Tilman, 
brought out his book on the 1938 
Everest expedition, at the end of it 
he included an appendix on the 
Abominable Snowman. It was 
one of the first comprehensive 
treatises written on the subject, 
and, in it, Tilman remarked that 
when it came to marshalling the 
evidence for or against the 
existence of such "Snowmen": 

" ... everything turns upon the 
interpretation of footprints. And if 
finger prints can hang a man, as 
they frequently do, surely 
footprints may be allowed to 
establish the existence of one ... " 

Not three years afterwards, at 
the first opportunity he had, here 
is Shipton producing just the 
footprint Tilman had been saying 
was required. Knowing Shipton's 
puckish sense of humour, it is 
quite easy to imagine him 
"doctoring" some spoor in the 
snow to produce this spectacular 
"evidence" with which to tease 
his friend, Tilman. (One can even 
fancy one sees impressions of 
knuckles in blow-ups of the 
photographs). It would have 
seemed a jolly good wheeze at 
the time, I'm sure. No one could 
have foreseen it would go as far 
as it did. In the end, maybe it was 
easier to let it ride than to 
"confess"? 



Murder and Mayhem at The 
Centre 
FELL TIGER, BBC's new 
Wednesday night thriller-serial, is 
about top mountaineer, Joe 
Borrow, who returns from a 
Himalayan expedition to find 
some pretty big crevasses 
yawning back home. His glossy, 
career-minded wife Kath has been 
putting in too much overtime with 
her boss, seedily-suave local
tycoon, Don Stanforth; and the 
outdoor-centre where he (Joe) 
works is on the rocks because its 
director has been embezzling all 
the profits. To cap it all, first day 
back, Joe smashes himself up in a 
climbing accident that looks like 
crippling him for life. But he's a 
fighter, our Joe, and by the end of 
Episode One he is already gritting 
his teeth and lurching back 
towards the hills. His wife's boss, 
alarmed he might be forced to 
accept work away from the 
district, taking Kath with him, 
offers to set him up with a desk
job, managing a new adventure 
school for young executives. 
Murder and mayhem follow in the 
five subsequent episodes. 

This racy tale has been written by 
Chris Green, who is himself a 
climber, which explains the 
authenticity of the climbing 
personalities and the Cumbrian 
settings. The first question one 
inevitably wants to put to him is 
who did he use as role models for 
his main characters: for Joe 
himself (magnificently played by 
David Hayman); for expedition 
organiser, Volvo-driving, media
mountaineer, Martin 
Cunningham (whose London 
publishers are a firm called 
Stodders); and for loyal friend 
and fellow-instructor, bearded 
Mal Fleet. Green is guarded. "It's 
my job as a writer to invent 
characters," he says. "Like an 
actor, you draw on all the things 
stored in the memory banks. 
There'll be bits of this, bits ofthat, 
and a large piece of imagination 
drawing it all together. When the 
chemistry is right, the 'characters' 
begin to spring off the page. 
When they begin to convince me, 
I know they're beginning to work. 
But they're not, in any way, any of 
them, direct steals from anyone 
in the climbing world." 

He acknowledges it is inevitable 
that climbers watching the series 
are going to try and identify real 
people behind the players. "It's a 
game they're quite entitled to play 
if they want to." He goes on: "A 
mate of mine did have a bad 
climbing accident and it did 
change his life. That sparked the 
idea to do a piece about a climber 
who'd reached the top of his own 
particular tree., and then 
circumstances conspire to take 
everything away from him, 
everything that gave his life 
meaning. What interests me is the 
kind of character who, when that 

Left: Screenplay writer Chris Green - not happy with climbing sequences. Right: Actor David Hayman -
addicted to climbing. Photos: Leo Dickinson. 

happens to him, instead of giving 
up and falling apart at the seams, 
says 'I'm not going to stay down 
here at the bottom, I'm going to 
climb the tree again, and if I have 
to go up by a different route, well 
then I'll do so!' So, yes, in a way, 
witnessing what happened to my 
mate sparked off the idea. But Joe 
Borrow isn't my mate, he's Joe 
Borrow, he's an invention. Pure 
imagination." 

Initial reviews have been good. 
Nancy Banks-Smith, describing 
David Hayman as an interesting 
actor, remarked that his forte 
seems to be a sort of bleak rage 
and a kind of internal shine that 
does duty for a smile. That gets it 
just about right. His most 
acclaimed role to date has been 
as Jimmy Boyle in A Sense of 
Freedom. Joe Borrow he plays 
with conviction: wiry, terse, and 
with that slightly-pinched, wary 
look of a~young Whillans. As a 
climber, he is absolutely 
believable, and indeed, after only 
a few days' introduction, 
demonstrated natural ability on 
rock. "It's like a new-found drug," 
he enthused, "I just want more. 
What is happening is my acting is 
taking a secondary role to 
wanting to go scrambling up a 
rock face, which is great! I've 
always been a very physical 
person; I did a lot of hillwalking in 
the Scottish hills as a teenager 
and climbing seemed the natural 
next step, but somehow I never 
had the opportunity or the time. It 
was lovely when this job came up 
and provided both." Dangling 
high above the screes on Kipling 
Groove gave him no qualms. 
"Lovely! The more exposed 
position I'm in, the more I seem to 
enjoy it, which is probably the 
death-wish in me or something." 
Green: "I don't think there's ever 
been a climbing piece which has 
worked for me as a viewer - Eiger 
Sanction, Five Days ... - I've not 
seen one that's convinced me. 

Connery is a good actor and Clint 
Eastwood does what he does 
extremely well, but neither of 
them convinced me in either of 
those films. I don't think you can 
write a piece about climbing, as 
such; what I wanted was to write 
about a character who happened 
to climb, and that way perhaps to 
get closer to the truth of it -for one 
climber. I don't think you can hope 
to do more than that." But Green 
confesses to disappointment in 
the translation of his 'piece' to the 
screen, disappointment 
particularly in the climbing 
sequences. "I wanted them to be 
as realistic as possible, to try and 
give the impression of what it's 
like to climb on CB, for instance, 
or the charge I get from getting up 
Gimmer in bad weather - I get a 
big charge from that crag, I think 
it's a splendid place- and I wanted 
to transmit some of that, some of 
the buzz. Inevitably there are 
compromises, that's the nature of 
making television programmes, 
but with a production background 
(I've had nearly 15 years in this 
business, most of them in a 
production capacity), I know 
what's achievable and what isn't. 
I don't think anything I've written 
has not been achievable. People 
are used to seeing good climbing 
footage these days - there are 
plenty of documentary films 
conditioning them to that - the 
expertise is there, so, to my mind, 
there was no excuse for the 
climbing sequences to have been 
so disappointing . I think climbers 
will regard them as a joke, and 
that offends my professional 
pride. I don't mind taking the flack 
when it's my mistake, but this was 
so unnecessary. 
"And it wasn't the fault of the 
actors. David Hayman was 
perfectly willing to get himself 
halfway across the Great Flake 
where we wanted his 'accident' to 
take place and Terry King, who 
was doubling for him, did some 
really spectacular falls up there, 

so really, we should have had it in 
the bag. We did get some good 
stuff before bad weather closed in 
(it was very late in the year), but 
not all we needed. Later, instead 
of going back to finish, a decision 
was taken by the BBC to forget 
Scafell and reshoot in Buttermere. 
Really it was to downgrade it too 
much." 

You Cannot Be Serious? 
"Ghostly humanoids in a 
stadium-sized spaceship plucked 
a team of scientists off the face of 
Mount Everest", so claimed an 
American newspaper recently, 
"leaking" what it called a 
Government Top Secret Report. 
Seven members of a Bulgarian 
expedition in their camp at 22,000 
feet, were - according to the article 
- taken aboard the spacecraft and 
subjected to a series of eerie 
medical tests. For "taken aboard", 
read: "instantly hit with a cylinder 
of thick green light and sucked 
into the belly of the ship". The 
aliens they met inside had heads 
the size of basketballs, arms as 
slender as broomsticks, and their 
skin was so transparent, you 
c_ould see through it. Eventually, 
five of the climbers were 
deposited back on the 
mountainside to join their 
remaining colleagues, but two 
remained aboard as the craft "a 
shimmering, pulsing saucer ~f 
light", disappeared with a low 
hum; they haven't been seen 
since. 
The story is said to have 
emanated from one Stanko 
Zhikov, "a leading Bulgarian UFO 
researcher, now based in Nepal", 
who maintains that Bulgarian and 
Nepalese authorities have 
declared the incident TOP 
SECRET, and refuse to release any 
details. 
Hmmm! Frank Smythe saw 
pulsating balls of light when he 
was on Everest back in 1933, 
remember. Makes a change from 
yetis. 
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BOOKS 

Climbers Guide to the 
Cairngorms 
Edited by Allen Fyffe and Andrew 
Nisbet 

Scottish Mountaineering Trust 
£7.95 

This, the latest in the Scottish 
guidebook series from the Scottish 
Mountaineering Trust (SMT), 
long awaited and much needed, 
has at last been published and is 
everything that its title implies. 
Surprisingly compact for such a 
vast area and number of crags. 
Modern in every way and with the 
inclusion of the addenda 
completely up to date. As if to 
show that the times have changed 
the cover boldly states" A 
Comprehensive Guide" and 
about time too. Perhaps the policy 
of selective guides will now cease 
and future Scottish guides will 
follow suit. 

This guide does have virtually 
everything, and for an area 
previously covered by 3 guides 
and a supposed 4th which never 
materialised, together with a 
large number of new routes, has 
been attractively packaged and 
fitted neatly into just over 360 
pages. When I had heard that the 
entire Cairngorms were going 
into one guide I had visions of 
something more akin to an 
encyclopedia. As is inevitable 
with any multi-pitch summer 
route, and there are a few in this 
guide, carrying a guide poses a 
problem, especially for those in 
T-shirts and aerobic tights. Yes, 
one can climb dressed so in 
summer on mountain crags in 
Scotland as the cover photo 
shows - well, nearly! Mind you, 
after this year's supposed 
summer you would never believe 
it. Anyway, until a suitable 
guidebook carrier is produced 
you will just have to ensure that 
an extra-long T-shirt is worn 
although inevitably a few guides 
are bound to escape and come 
fluttering down from on high. 

The compilers, Andrew Nisbet 
(South) and Allen Fyffe (North) 
have carefully and thoughtfully 
done their work as have those to 
whom the precious manuscripts 
were sent for checking and 
inevitable decimation. Hopefully 
a practice which we will see 
carried on future Scottish guides 
as it would be rare indeed for a 
writer to have done everything in 
his area, although I do recall 
meeting Andrew in Ballater one 
wet miserable night en route for 
the far reaches of Beinn a' Bhuira 
equipped with cycle to check 
routes, dedication? 

The notes on the use of the 
guide make interesting reading 
and will be helpful to those not 
practised in the use of such a 
modern piece of equipment. 
There is no star rating system for 
the routes, the reasoning for this 
being that as sufficient 
information becomes available 
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this should be included in future 
guides. Notes on the use of pegs 
should be heeded, although on 
one occasion I was witness to an 
attempt to repeat a week old route 
by a local party when a peg was 
placed beside an insitu peg 
runner and then pounded back 
out by the second, naughty. 
Similarly, Scythe on p. 232, an 
apparently very poorly protected 
at E2 5b( ! ) has a note that "a peg 
runner under the prominent roof 
would probably be justified (pegs 
not carried on the one ascent to 
date)" - strange indeed. Brief 
notes on avalanche and geology 
are also of interest. 

The historical section for all 
areas is dealt with at the front of 
the guide, and when combined 
with the invaluable first ascent 
list, which is taken area by area at 
the back of the guide makes 
interesting reading. The first 
ascent list has all routes noted and 
gives as much information as is 
possible given the limited space. 
Where routes do not have full 
descriptions in the text, details 
are given of where the most 
recent source of information on 
these can be found. There is 
however a strange note regarding 
aid in winter to the effect that" ice 
pegs to assist step cutting have 
not been recorded, nor have first 
free ascents in winter". Why? 
Such ascents must be historically 
recorded and encouraged, after 
all there are a lot of winter aid 
points in this guide to be 
dispensed with. I also find it 
strange that winter routes have 
the terms "rest on axes" and 
"restpoints" because as most of 
us should know these are just aid 
points and should be noted as 
such, for the ultimate aim is to 
have a totally free route. Such a 
section is a must for future 
Scottish guides and hopefully 
most ofthe first ascent detai Is and 
aid eliminations previously 
omitted will not be lost forever 
and can be put to paper. The days 
where one's indiscretions are 
allowed to fade into obscurity 
unnoticed and unrecorded are 
hopefully over. 

There is a good 'tick' list at the 
back where a graded list of 
summer routes has been given, 
however, having gone this far 
why not a similar list for winter 
routes to really cause 
controversy? 

The access/approach and 
descent notes are obviously 
important and due care and 
attention has been paid to these. I 
particularly like the compass 
bearings given for Lochnagar as 
I've had trouble finding the starts 
of routes myself in white-out 
conditions and ended up over the 
West Buttress trying to locate 
Eagle Ridge. I think it would 
probably be too much to expect 
this for the other areas but 
perhaps a good idea for the 
future, in particular the Cairngorm 

Major New Cairngorm Guide 

Plateau from the cairn at the top 
ofthe Giacaill a' Choi re Chais . The 
accommodation notes are on the 
whole very good; however, what 
about Glas Alt and the howff at 
Lochnagar, could the Aberdonians 
be keeping these to themselves? 
Similarly are we to be left 
stumbling around the boulders of 
the Dubh Loch searching for the 
howffs, although one can virtually 
rest assured that an Aberdonian 
party will be in residence anyway. 

The basic layout of the 
descriptions is much the same as 
the previous Strange/Dinwoodie 
guide to Lochnagar and the Dubh 
Loch with the addition of E and 
Technical Grades. Any mistakes 
will no doubt come to light 
through use, although on a brief 
skim through I've found one! 
Cayman's crux pitch is more like 
30m, not 1 Om. If I have any 
criticism of the descriptions it is 
that some of those for winter 
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climbs are a bit terse, although 
this may be due to lack of 
sufficient information. I would like 
to see full descriptions and pitch 
lengths given where summer 
lines are not followed or deviated 
from. Due to the atrocious 
weather this summer, it will be 
the winter climbers who will gain 
first-hand experience of the 
guide. 

1 he same diagrams have been 
used for the Dubh Loch and 
Lochnagar sections as in the old 
guide but a bit darker and with the 
substitution of an interesting 
winter photo as a diagram for the 
Dubh Loch. It is a pity that more 
photos could not have been used 
for this section, i.e. replace the 
Lochnagar drawing on p. 36 and 
37 and the Dubh Loch draing on p. 
84 and 85. It would have been nice 
to have seen more photos of the 
remote crags in the guide, which 
many of us will never have set 



John Barry - raconteur par excellence. 

eyes upon . I am sure this idea was 
probably thought of, as the guide 
does contain some very good 
photo diagrams, and there were 
probably difficulties in obtaining 
more. Of particular note are the 
photos of Grey Man's Crag on P. 
206 and the Crimson Slabs on P. 
226. Various artworks were 
commissioned as diagrams for 
the northern section . However, 
having seen the originals, which 
are very good, these appear to 
have suffered in the reduction/ 
printing process and the thick 
black lines have obliterated the 
features of the routes that lie 
beneath them, although the winter 
drawings of Core an t-Sneachda 
and Caire an Lochain seem to 
have withstood this. Useful sketch 
maps have been provided as front 
and rear end papers. 

There are no action photos in 
the guide, which is a pity as it 
would have been interesting to 

see something of the routes, but I 
don't think the guide has suffered 
as a result. 

In conclusion, it should be 
noted that it is often easy to 
criticise a guide but more difficult 
and time-consuming to compile 
one. On the whole there are no 
major criticisms to be levelled at 
this particularly fine guide, which 
should become deservedly 
popular, and help open up this 
area for all to enjoy. 

Following on from Creag Dubh 
and Craig-a-Barns and the North 
East Outcrops guide, the SMT 
have, at last, produced a major 
guide to a mountain area that 
looks likely to be accepted. If the 
standards set by this guide are to 
continue and be improved upon 
then the Trust would do well to 
heed the voices of the activists 
and those who are writing their 
guides. 
Rab Anderson 

Overleaf: Murray Hamilton on Pitch 4 of F/odden (E5 6a, 6a, 5a, 6b, 
5a), Creag an Dubh Loch. Photo : Rab Anderson. 

The Great Climbing Adventure 
John Barry 

The Oxford Illustrated Press 
(1985) 

John Barry 's book owes a great 
deal to uninhibited exuberance, a 
combination of Irish romanticism 
and cavalier energy. The result is 
a breathless romp through twenty 
years of soldiering and climbing . 
Although more or less 
chronological in order, the 
chapters are really collections of 
essays, anecdotes, snippets of 
poems and philosophy and after 
dinner jokes all carefully tailored 
with a certain amount of 
exaggeration. The result is 
entertaining, although I suspect 
many will be dumbfounded by 
the self-deprecating manner and 
lack of organization . It would be 
easy to be critical of the book's 
occasional failings: the odd 
rambling passage, the sudden 
changes in style and the 
transparent splicing of old 
material onto new. The book 
thrives on Barry's sense of fun 
which is found in every success 
and failure. He revels in the 
anarchy that mountains bring to 
the best laid plans (and egos). 

Those who are accustomed to 
well-organized plods through the 
pages of professional climbing 
writers may find Barry 's style 
annoying . Something of Tom 
Patey and the blissful ignorance 
of the early mountaineers lives in 
these pages. But there is also 
evidence that John Barry is not. 
trying to imitate. There is a good 
deal of fresh air in his writing, 
despite a few stunning truisms. 

The brief attacks on the 
establishment (an establishment 
increasingly dominated by 
pseudo-climbers, educationalists, 
bureaucrats and, even worse for a 
mountaineer, rock gymnasts), 
may be more calculated than one 
suspects, an attempt to soften up 
the opposition without damaging 
his headlong plunge through all 
the things he feels are good and 
fun in climbing. He hints at alien 
forces at work, but never tries to 
finger them, nor any other 
contentious issue that might 
break the flow. As in the officers ' 
mess, all talk of religion and 
politics is forbidden. Attempts to 
answer the question "Why climb?" 
are likewise left to the telling, and 
to the reader's response . 

This may be the soldier's 
attitude, but do not be put off by 
the khaki. As Peter Boardman 
discovered, "He saw that despite 
my khaki hide I was pure 
mountain inside." The army tales 
provide excellent opportunities 
to improve after dinner speeches 
and the military provided Barry 
with plenty of comrades for high 
mountain jinks. These are 
eventful pages and where the 

style weakens the action provides 
the entertainment. And there are 
moments that make the laughter 
a bit more meaningful: 

"All my life everything had 
fallen to the charge, to the 
mindless frontal assault and no 
prisoners, nothing had ever 
happened to cause me pause, to 
doubt my strength or spirit. And 
how that arrogance, that vanity, 
mocked now on this modest 
Himalayan hill; mocks yet. 
Suddenly, in fact not so suddenly, 
my charge had run out and there 
was a mountain still to climb. If I 
had been older I would have cried 
but I wasn't man enough for that 
yet." 

I suspect that Barry will return 
to the typewriter as he did to the 
Himalaya at a later date. Apart 
from the occasional crevasse, his 
first sortie has successfully 
brought him to a few summits, 
and there are more hills yet to be 
seen . 
John Porter 

Journey After Dawn 
by Bill Peascod 

Cicerone Press £10.95p 

Why do people write 
autobiographies, when so much 
of life is devoted to drawing a 
smoke-screen over one's real 
motives and behaviour? Many, I 
suppose, such as statesmen and 
soldiers and sportsmen who are 
in the public eye, do so to set the 
record straight, or in response to 
popular demand . To some it is a 
confession, to others an 
opportunity to hold forth on the 
subject they know most about, or 
at any rate are most interested in, 
themselves. To Bill Peascod, 
besides the superficial aim of if 
possible making a bob or two in 
royalties, it was, I believe, a 
question of giving expression to 
his enjoyment of life in the hills 
and his gratitude for having been 
vouchsafed it. 
For Bill had much of the poet and 
artist in him, and was driven to 
creative activity by the exuberant 
and in some ways child-like sense 
of how new and exciting the world 
was and how significant every 
individual's experience of it. 
So Journey after Dawn is 
something more than a catalogue 
of first ascents and a crag man's 
progress. It is a celebration of the 
remarkable gift of life. 
To do this you have to be a simple 
man. And Bill was a simple man. 
Which is not to say that he was 
not a wise or a subtle one. On the 
contrary he was an acute judge of 
people and their motives, had 
been around, could be a wise 
counsellor, had a discerning eye 
and a discriminating taste. But for 
all his age and experience he still 
found life fresh and exciting in the 
way young people do, and this is 
a characteristic of his book. To 
some extent this trait is explained, 
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as far as his interest in climbing 
went, by the fact of his long 
absence in Australia. He had left 
England after only twelve years of 
enjoyment of the hills. He came 
back after thirty years and 
experienced all the delights of re
discovery, so that the last five 
years of his life were packed with 
interest and climbing ambitions. 
To off-set the ravages of time 
upon his stocky physique he now 
found he had access to a range of 
climbing hardware that brought 
V.S. climbing once again within 
his scope. Where in early days his 
insurance had lain in his strength 
and agility, he now could place 
more reliance upon nuts, chocks 
and Friends. But his skill and 
judgement had not diminished. 
Bill had a strong sense of climbing 
history and an encyclopaedic 
knowledge of Lakeland climbing 
lore. And without a doubt he was 
himself one of the ch :ef figures 
contributing to its development. 
In Buttermere and Newlands he 
discovered and opened up whole 
new crags and in Borrowdale, 
Langdale and elsewhere he also 
put up many new routes. It is 
significant that his greatest 
influence was seen close to West 
Cumbria. In those days travel was 
slow and expensive, it was not 
everyone who owned a car, and 
petrol was rationed . Frequently 
Bill got to the hills on foot or by 
bicycle . 
Journey after Dawn describes his 
earliest discovery of the hills and 
in my view this is the most 
moving and most interesting part 
of the story . As a young coal face 
worker, though only a few miles 
away from the Lake District he 
lived in a closed and quite other 
world. The cultural isolation of 
West Cumberland in those times 
is nowadays hard to realise. The 
Lake District was not generally 
well -known to West Cumbrians. 
Quite often they only went there 
on an 'eight lakes' day trip by 
coach from their holidays in 
Blackpool or Morecambe. But 
coal miners have often been 
moved by the bounty of the sunlit 
world on the surface, as D. H. 
Lawrence knew, and Bill Peascod 
describes with great sensitivity 
his own feelings of elation on 
attaining the freedom of the hills . 
One of the finest first ascents 
ca me in 1940 at the very outset of 
his climbing career. This was his 
ascent of Eagle Front and it is 
fortunate that this event was 
commemorated shortly before 
his death in the T.V. series 
Lakeland Rock, where Bill 
repeated the climb with Chris 
Bonington and recaptured much 
of the spirit of those early days. 
He found a steady and supportive 
second in S. B. Beck, a somewhat 
older climber with a good eye for 
possible new routes but no 
inclination to lead. The book 
provides some interesting 
insights into the relationship of a 

leader to his second. In the days 
of little security on the crags the 
unspoken messages that passed 
along the rope between climbers 
were very important. 
Little is sa id of the thirty years of 
Bi ll's life that was spent in 
Australia . This is not because he 
had little to say - the original MS, 
which I read, had several chapters 
on the subject - but in order to 
concentrate the interest on his 
climbing career. It was during his 
time in Australia that he 
developed an interest in painting , 
and gradually shifted much of his 
workload as a lecturer from 
mining to art. He made a 
considerable impact upon the art 
world in Australia and was 
beginning to do so in Britain at 
the time of his death . 
Journey after Dawn captures very 
well the spirit in which he 
climbed. It was good to be with 
him on the crags . He was always 
so optim istic and determined , 
would press on boldly and 
cheerfully, and had a great talent 
for finding placements for 
protection . There was a ritualistic 
element in his approach to a 
climb. He affected certain articles 
of clothing like his peaked stoker's 
cap and his shabby jacket the 
'colour of old marmalade' as 
David Craig put it, and his longer
than-Bermuda shorts. He would 
lovingly assemble his 'rack' which 
was efficiently and neatly 
arranged in contrast with his 
other accoutrements. He was a 
man in his element. 
This bouyant sense of fun and 
enjoyment comes over well in his 
writing, but the closing lines have 
an ironic ring in the light of his 
unfortunate death on Clogwyn 
du'r Ardu: 
Back at Me/becks next morning 
the invitations for my show in the 
Thackeray Gallery arrived, then a 
ring from my framer to say that all 
the work was ready. Suddenly I 
felt a great elation - an excitement 
I hadn 't known for years; there 
was so much to do and see and 
feel - the air seemed charged with 
life and the end of my journey out 
of the dawn life seemed as far 
away as it had ever been. 
We can be grateful that he left 
behind this eloquent account of a 
life-long enthusiasm. 
Tom Price 

The Himalayan Journal 
Vol.41, 1983-84 
Edited by Harish Kapadia 
Himalayan Club 
The Himalayan Journal is an 
invaluable reference source for 
Himalayan climbers . This year it 
has a particularly high proportion 
of hard core information, 
including material from Indian 
expeditions which would not be 
readily available elsewhere. The 
Rimo area, Mamostong Kangri, 
K12 and Uja Tirche are all the 
subject of major articles by Indian 
climbers. Other expeditions 

covered by articles include : 
Czechoslovaks on Lhotse Shar; 
Scott on Makalu ; British on Cho 
Oyu ; Winter on Api ; Avalanche 
Peak; Trango Tower; Nilgiri 
North . Useful topographical 
photos illustrate some of these 
pieces. The first 136 pages are 
devoted to these and other 
articles but perhaps the most 
useful section is in the next 
hundred pages, entitled 
" Expeditions and Notes". A list of 
peaks in Bhutan looks about the 
best to date, while maps of 
unusual Himalayan areas and 
numerous brief expedition 
accounts look like a fertile area for 
those researching future 
objectives. In all, this book is more 
comprehensive than either the AJ 
or AAJ, providing the best annual 
reference source in the English 
Language. Congratulations to 
Harish Kapadia, the editor, a'nd all 
the contributors. The book can be 
bought from The Himalayan Club, 
P.O. Box 1905, Bombay 400 001 
Indi a. It is published by Oxford 
University press in Delhi. 
Alan Rouse 

Le Topo du Massif du Mont Blanc 
by Michel Piola 
Pio/a Editions, 96 FFr. 
What a surprise! At long last a 
new guide to climbing in the Mont 
Blanc massif, and one which 
focuses exclusively on rock . If the 
1970s was the era of the ice 
revolution in the range, when the 
vertical goulottes fell to a 
sustained barrage of Charlet
Moser pick heads, then the early 
'80s have seen the galloping 
advance of modern free climbing 
on the hallowed granite. 
Not only have the old classics 
been achieved en escalade fibre 
(the Bonatti Pillar now sports a 
VIia crux, UK 6b), but the vast 
acres of untouched slabs have 
been smeared with new climbs, 
named in the modern idiom. Fidel 
Fiasco on the Blatiere may raise a 
smile or try 20,000 Leagues under 
the Snow on the glacier slabs by 
the Mer de Glace. 
Suddenly the massif has 
swapped its hackneyed lifeless 
image for a new lease of 
development which could last 
sometime. 
It is fortunate that the author of 
the resultant guide, Michel Piola , 
is the main protagonist of this 
current phase. His excellent topo 
diagrams of the routes will 
provide an authoritative 
companion to your elegant 
elevations, and futile efforts to 
translate the old Vallot guides will 
be but a bad memory. Piola 's 
gradings are furthermore fairly 
logical and consistent - deduct 
two to give the British technical 
equivalent. However, beware the 
slabs. The French seem to have a 
predilection for the dance style 
dalles, and a Vic slab will deter 

many 6a British leaders. 
Conversely the words 'thrutch', 
'heave' and 'grunt' do not enter 
the Gallic vocabulary, trained as 
they all are on a diet of Patrick 
Edlinger films . So you may find 
the cracks and roofs rather more 
agreeably rated. 
The quality of the climbs is quite 
incomparable, especially suited 
to those who love decisive 
thrusting lines and grandiose 
architecture in preference to the 
devious strings of solution 
pockets which comprise many 
modern limestone horrors. And 
their scenic ambience? Well just 
imagine leading Vic at 14,000 feet 
on the prow of the Freney Pillar! 
Neither the weather nor glacier 
approaches should be made 
excuses for avoiding a visit, even 
by the most committed cafe
dweller. Chamon ix's heatwave 
summers of the last three years 
have seen the sun-baked parois 
bespeckled with pink-trousered 
grimpeurs. And if the savage 
environs of the Brouillard Glacier 
might come as a shock to those 
for to whom Windy Ledge seems 
a dizzy height, there are plenty of 
lower and more friendly venues 
to pick like the Peigne, Pouce or 
Portal et. 
So, like me, you will come out of 
Snell's or Stamos clutching your 
new guide and bubbling with a 
child-like anticipation. But will the 
feeling be sustained after a few of 
these routes? The older man or 
burning aspirant who views the 
Mont Blanc range as the epitome 
of unbridled adventure and 
freedom could well be 
disillusioned. Most of these voies 
are not just equipee, they are 
stitched with ironmongery like a 
trouser seam. 16 gallots (bolts) on 
the 7 pitch Le Ticket and close on 
double that number of fixed pegs. 
This is verily the 'murder of the 
impossible' and the story is 
repeated throughout the guide 
with dismaying regularity. 
And furthermore this in situ gear 
is usually conveniently placed, so 
that with a quick pull or a rest the 
difficulty can be reduced at least 
one notch. Piola openly caters for 
this modification of clean 
climbing by quoting the 
maximum free grades for 
passage obligatoires on each 
climb, as if to encourage such 
retrograde practice. 
True, this is the Alps. Speed is of 
the essence and the odd bit of peg 
pulling has never been out of 
place when storm clouds gather. 
True also that much of the gear 
was placed on lead by the first 
ascensionists (with admirable 
patience and tenacity in the case 
of bolts). And it is inevitable that 
the odd belay bolt must be 
accommodated if these vast slabs 
are ever to be climbed. 
Yet the lingering taste is slightly 
soured - the Alps reduced to a 
mere fun-park; grace, pose and 
panache in abundance, but grit, 
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(continued) 

fight and real fear removed for 
ever. 
The British conscience is 
especially offended. But the 
blame is only our own. I search 
the guide in vain for anglo-saxon 
contribution , but only two can be 
found - J Brown and D Whillans 
on the Blatiere West Face just 31 
years ago! Our best talents have 
abandoned the European crucible 
for a decade and more. So please 
get back to Chamonix with a rack 
of nuts and an ounce of guts, and 
stop the rot before it spreads to 
the greatest ranges. 
Martin Moran 

Recent Developments in the Lake 
District 1983-84 
Edited by Al Phizacklea and Ron 
Kenyon 
F.R.C.C. £2.00 

Al Phizacklea and Ron Kenyon 
have produced the latest in the 
F.R.C.C. series of Lake District 
interim guides. This is a well 
produced booklet with over 260 
routes, most of which are in the 
E1-E3 range. Two of the harder 
routes in the guide are the first to 
be graded E6 in the Lakes, the 
towering Beatles on Middle Scout 
and Centrefold on Raven 
Langdale. The discerning TV 
viewer would probably also 
award this grade to Incantations. 
This supplement also announces 
that even the local enthusiasts 
have woken up to the fact that 
Hodge Close and Parrack 
Quarries are falling down . Those 
of us who suspected that this was 
always the case are bound to 
smile when putting those parts of 
the Scafell /Dow guide to better 
use. 
Many totally new crags are 
revealed, but it will take more than 
this enthusiastic guide to lure 
many climbers on to crags such 
as the mighty Standing Crag on 
Arm both Fell. This supplement is 
obviously essential for local 
Lakeland climbers, but also 
contains just enough good routes 
to make it worth buying for the 
visitor. 

Martin Berzins 

Rock Climbs on The North York 
Moors 
Edited by Pete Simcock 
Cleveland Mountaineering Club, 
Cordee £5-95 

The last guide to climbing in the 
North Yorkshire Moors was 
published in 1970. Since then new 
route activity in this area has been 
intense : first a spate of superb 
additions by John Redhead and 
Chris Shorter, then in the late '70s/ 
early '80s fine new routes by Paul 
Ingham, Ian Dunn, Steve Brown 
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and myself. 
Over the years new guides have 
been promised, then manuscripts 
would become obsolete and the 
forthcoming guide would for a 
while become a mystical red 
herring . At last, however, the 
guide has arrived. 
With such a small and local 
climbing community, the 
circulation for this guide is low, 
and thus the production budget 
has also been low. With this in 
mind the guide is a good one, and 
Pete Simcock should be 
congratulated . The task of 
bringing together the 
aforementioned manuscripts into 
a coherent form, where 
information is placed in a quick to 
find format, was a formidable one 
and has been tackled well. Ian 
Dunn does however deserve 
more credit for producing a 
complete manuscript two years 
ago. 
This new guide should not be 
compared with the recent Peak 
and Yorkshire guides as the 
frequenting climbers are so 
different. Pathetic puns are at a 
minimum, some will even find the 
reading sparse and humourless, 
perhaps this will encourage more 
enjoyment to be obtained from 
the climbing experience itself 
rather than from the media 
coverage - who knows. 
There are some minor points of 
correction and interest however: 
firstly on grades. Most are low, 
and the visitor will probably find 
his or her ego tattered and torn , 
that is if they're puerile tickers. 
Take heart - most grades in this 
little book could go up one or two 
notches, and remember the 
climbs are good and the setting 
often absorbing . A notable grade 
error even taking this into account 
has to be Paul Ing ham's Psycho 
Syndicate, which sports the 
hardest move in the world: take 
note John Dawes. 
Major errors are few, a very 
creditable achievement. Twister 
is, however, right of Twisting 
Chimney. There are some notable 
and inexplicable omissions to this 
guide, in particular these seem to 
be mainly Ian Dunn's routes, his 
Slip and Fly and Lazing on a 
Sunday Afternoon come to mind. 
One other small niggle is that 
some reference to the geology of 
the area would surely have been 
of some interest considering the 
change in character of the crags 
from the hard deltaic sandstones 
and grits of the north edges to the 
sandy, friable oolitic limestones 
of the southern cliffs. 
This guide is worth any visitor's 
£6 whatever grade they climb at. 
The cover photos are superb and 
hint at the area 's unique 
atmosphere. I particularly like th e 
back cover shot of the tottering 
Whitestonecliffe . Just one 
question though - where is 
Stratagem 'subtle'? 
Nick Dixon 

LETTERS 

Ethical Nightmare 
from Owain Jones 

Dear Sir, 
The recent emergence of the new 
Yorkshire Limestone Guide 
seems to have instigated a great 
surge of activity on the major 
crags such as Mal ham and 
Kilnsey and with it some very 
disturbing trends. 
I detest the ego tripping and back 
stabbing so rife in our sport, but 
feel that the actions ofthose at the 
forefront should not go unnoticed. 
It is too easy to be overcome by 
their heroic god-like aura, cast 
about by climbing publications 
and lesser mortals. 
The main area of concern is that 
of THE BOLT, this boring and 
already ageing problem is 
unfortunately spreading like a 
contagious disease across the 
Yorkshire Limestone Crags. I 
seem to recall Neil Foster (writing 
in some publication) asking for 
the "new era" bolt routes to be 
confined to the Central Wall of 
Mal ham, and that Kilnsey, that 
bastion of boldness, should be 
left well alone. However this wish 
(plea) seems to have been 
blatantly ignored with bolts 
appearing every day at Kilnsey . 
The Central Wall/Claws area is 
gaining more and more bolts as 
the routes are packed in closer 
and closer together. How can a 
climber not feel belittled placing 
such cop-out protection next to 
routes of the majesty and calibre 
of Central Wall, renowned for its 
superb bold climbing. To bolt a 
new route hereabouts is 
transgressive and certainly not a 
progression or advancement. 
Certainly bolts are necessary, I 
clearly understand this, the old 
aided bolt ladders of Directissima, 
Super Directissima, Main 
Overhang and the new 
contributions such as Steve 
Lewis's Obsession and Mark 
Leach's Herbie are all very safe 
gymnastic routes on a highly 
improbable wall, Mal ham's 
Central Wall. However it must be 
noted that this wall is unique and 
that these routes would be totally 
unjustified and probably not 
possible. This wall, though , is the 
exception rather than the rule and 
should not be taken as a 
trendsetter. Unfortunately routes 
are springing up around this area 
which simply do not need bolts 
e.g. Duck Dive which has a good 
Rock 5 placement level with the 
bolt. The routes of Mr. Berzins 
near Romance and Reality would 
not be tainted by bolts if done a 
few years earlier. The confusion 
is_ being caused by two totally 
different leagues of climbing in 
the same area . Obsession 
exemplifies a French style climb 
and I do not wish to degrade its 
brilliance, but on the same crag 
you have Doubting Thomas, a 
classic and thoroughly English 
product of the seventies. The 
situation can easily be controlled, 

it just takes a bit of thought and 
awareness. 

The trend soon "gets to " 
previously ethical leaders (well 
not so much ethical but those who 
have put up many routes without 
bolt protection). This idea of 
double standards can be seen in 
Berzins' historical section for 
Kilnsey Crag in the new guide, 
where he notes the controversial 
bolts placed by Pete Gomersall in 
routes such as Zero Option. At 
that time I can think of no route on 
which Berzins had placed a bolt . 
This was the case I thought, until 
a few days ago at Kilnsey where 
Berzins was cleaning a new route 
right of Waiting for the Sun. Two 
good nut runners and an angle 
peg were seen to be placed and 
looked quite good, but then he 
slammed a bolt in only inches 
above. There seems to be no prior 
thought or careful analysis, which 
also raises a worrying point. His 
cleaning sessions (and his team) , 
particularly at Mal ham at 
weekends, are ludicrous, show 
little regard for the safety of 
others, and could lead to access 
problems, especially if a tourist 
gets wiped out. Referring back to 
Gomersall's actions, we can see 
how pathetic the situation is. He 
pla;:ed a bolt on Zero Option at 
Kilnsey, perhaps he felt it justified 
or lacked the boldness on that 
day, but just down the road at 
Blue Scar is his Deathwish, a very 
serious and admirable route 
which is one of the most serious 
in the country. The most serious, 
however, not because of the climb 
itself but because of the human 
factor, the fact that he felt a lot 
bolder that day, so if he had felt 
good, Zero Option might also 
have been a landmark of boldness 
instead of a marred prize. 
With these desperate bolted lines 
comes another rapidly growing 
aspect of the sport, that of 
frigging, hang dogging etc. Whilst 
doing a new route left of New 
Dawn at Mal ham (one new bolt 
on which cannot have been more 
than nine foot off the floor and 
was not eventually clipped - what 
a destructive waste), a certain 
Peak and world superstar, after 
much trying, decided to have a 
break and retired to Mal ham 
village for a brew, ropes left in 
place. So in effect he only led the 
last twenty feet in one push. 
Nevertheless he will get the credit 
and his admirers will all exclaim 
"Wow that's brilliant!" 
Meanwhile they will joke about 
the climber who, on the other side 
of the Cove, fal Is off Clubfoot, a 
meagre VS (people do) and pulls 
his ropes through to try again. 
Who has done the more 
admirable thing ; Clubfoot might 
only be VS but ifthe climber is a V 
Diff leader and he's going for it, 
what 's the real difference? It is still 
very much a challenge to him . 
We criticize the French ethic and 
yet we are far more dubious in 



practice because the final 
successful push may well still 
involve yo-yo's. 
I'm not saying any of these 
climbers are totally wrong or 
whatever, it's a difficult question . 
British climbing is experiencing a 
painful transition , new French 
style routes are appearing on 
crags alongside classic British 
style desperates, and this is 
bound to cause problems. 
Climbers like Gomersall and 
Fawcett and Lewis and many 
more have put up some 
stupendous routes on the very 
same crags experiencing the 
bolting boom . Chasing The 
Dragon (Gomersall), More 
Monkey than Funkey (Fawcett) 
both at Malham and Delivertoad 
(Lewis) at Gorda le being fine 
examples. How many leotard clad 
hot shots do you see on those? 
For me, these routes epitomize 
real climbing. 
The frontmen of our sport are only 
kidding themselves and are 
unstylishly gobbling up the 
challenges of the next generation. 
If you want to frig and clip in bolts 
go to Verdon or Pen Trwyn or at 
the most use your discretion on 
Mal ham's superb Central Wall, 
but stop the spread! I for one will 
chop any unnecessary bolts I can 
by-pass. 
If you go up to the Lakes (where 
there is no excuse on such rock 
for bolts) use your bottle, because 
any bolts placed will be posted 
back to you before you can say "I 
love Jerry". There are still many 
bold and magnificent challenges 
left in this area if you've got the 
guts. Meanwhile as bolts and their 
sidekick, frigging, have created a 
niche in British climbing which is 
probably here to stay, try to 
realise how soon our tiny country 
will dry out ifwe continue to show 
such disrespect. 

Owain Jones 
Lancaster 

Bamboo Forest 
from Trevor Braham 

Dear Sir, 
It is refreshing to find mountain 
writing of quality published by 
Mountain. 
To set the record straight:-
The photo on p. 38 shows Pasang 
on the right, and Angtharkay in 
the centre. (He was the greatest). 
The "few obstacles to exploration" 
(during the British Raj) is one of 
many loose generalisations 
contained in your introduction. 
Many areas were strictly 
prohibited, and many others were 
permitted only to Survey or 
Service officers on duty. The 
granting of permits for Shipton 
and Tilman to visit their chosen 
areas was never a foregone 
conclusion. Likewise, the "power 
of sterling" had very little to do 
with expedition costs. Porters 
then were happy to earn eight 
annas (half a rupee) a day. And I 

am not aware of any other 
"impecunious climbers" of the 
day setting forth in droves on six
month expeditions. At the time 
when Shipton embarked on his 
career as a Himalayan explorer he 
might have been impecunious 
(Tilman was not), but he did so 
with deep misgivings and much 
soul-searching, as he states in his 
book Upon that Mountain. 
Yours faithfully 
Trevor Braham 
Lausanne, Switzerland 

The Motivation of Alpine Guides 
from Walt Unsworth 
Sir, 
Douglas Busk has set the hare 
running again by raising the 
question of motivation in 19th 
Century Alpine guides. it is an 
interesting side-line of Alpine 
history which has never been 
thoroughly investigated. Recently 
I had cause to go over much of the 
ground for a forthcoming book, 
but since it is only a side-line and 
there were more important topics 
to be dealt with, I learned only 
enough to recognize that there is 
no simple answer. 
Undoubtedly the main 
motivations for guides during the 
19th Century were money and 
prestige. A good guide was 
looked up to in his own 
community and he usually earned 
more than his neighbours but, 
with a few exceptions, not much 
more. Quite a few, like Carrel, died 
in debt. 
However, the records are 
scattered with examples which 
show that some guides regarded 
it as more than just a job. Some 
definitely enjoyed the game for 
its own sake and were willing to 
take extra risks on that account. 
My notes are not readily to hand, 
but the following come to mind 
and will illustrate the point. 
It was Hans Jaun who pushed his 
patron Thomas Middlemore into 
attempting the desperate Cordier 
Couloir of the Verte. They tried it 
in 1875 with Wentworth and were 
successful the following year 
accompanied by Maund, Cordier, 
Andreas Maurer and Jakob 
Anderegg. There was no reason 
for Jaun to suggest such a 
dangerous climb unless he really 
wanted to do it. Incidentally, the 
climb wasn't repeated for almost 
half a century! 
Ferdinand lmseng conned the 
Pendleburys and Taylor into the 
first ascent of the mis-named 
Marinelli Couloir on Monte Rosa 
in 1872. They were just passing 
through Macugnaga with no 
intention of climbing anything 
until the smooth talking lmseng 
got to work on them. Gaby 
Spechtenhauser, the 
Pendleburys' usual guide from 
Otztal, thought they were all quite 
mad. 
A little later, in 1879, we have the 
Chamonix guide J.P. Charle!-

Stratton, leading an all-guides 
rope on the first ascent ofthe Petit 
Dru, miffed because the Grand 
Dru had been pinched from under 
his nose by Oberland guides the 
previous year. 
I am sure that many further 
similar examples could be 
unearthed . What is more difficult 
is to point to one man and say that 
throughout his career he was 
motivated by more than money. 
Emile Rey is the most promising 
candidate - there was no need for 
Rey to climb at all because he 
owned a prosperous furniture 
business in Courmayeur. Yet Rey 
was one of the greatest of all 
guides - was this because he had 
a higher motivation than money? 
The whole question of guides' 
motivation and their relationship 
with their patrons is a fascinating 
one, and much more complex 
than the literature suggests. The 
pioneers hero-worshipped the 
great guides (quite nauseatingly 
so in some cases) and often 
referred to themselves as 'the 
baggage' or some similar 
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deprecating term - but this was a 
code, understood at the time but 
frequently misinterpreted since. 
The myth has grown up that the 
patron pointed out the route and 
then the guide hauled him up it. 
This was by no means the case in 
most instances. I think I have 
shown in the above that guides 
were sometimes instigators of the 
routes and I would like to add that 
many of their patrons were very 
good climbers indeed, with or 
without professional assistance -
Kennedy, the Pilkingtons, 
Middlemore, Mummery, Preuss 
and many more. To some extent 
the shadow of the Matterhorn 
accident of 1865 still restrained 
what was said in print, but there 
was plenty of guideless climbing 
going on, not to mention soloing. 
After the first World War the 
situation regarding guides was 
very different - but that's another 
story altogether. 

Sincerely, 
Walt Unsworth 
Cumbria 

Upper Cave Crag. 

RPs: QUALITY CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 
Sole U. K. Distributor 

ORION equipment 
0 ( Sole distributors of CASSIN gear) 

R/Q,V AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST 
Trade enquiries to-

261 Sauchiehall St.-. Glasgow Tel: 041-332 4814 
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A CAMP'S LEGEND 

K2 FAST CRAMPON 
- INSTANT FIT-STEP-IN CRAMPON 

- FULLY ADJUSTABLE 

Chouinard® 

Bachar 
Ladder 

kit 
Whether your standard is 
5.2 or 5.10, our adjustable 
wooden-rung Bachar Ladder 
will help you develop the 
strength you need for today's 
steep routes. Designed for 
assembly with your retired 
lead rope, the ten-rung kit is 
available at your Chouinard 
dealer, or from us at 
POBox90 
Ventura, CA 93001. 
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UNO ICE-AXE 
- CLASSIC 

ICE· AXE 

- NEW DESIGN 

- GOOD PRICE 
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APPROVED 
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Ropes by Edelweiss/Sanctuary 
* GORGE-GUS COLOURS 

- FULL 4 COLOUR WEAVE 
* GORGE-GUS HANDLING 

- SOFT & COILABLE 
* GORGE-GUS PRICES 

- LOWEST R.R.P's 
Specifically designed for the UK & US markets, the 
VERDON exceeds all UIAA technical requirements 

VERDON SPECIFICATION 11mm 9mm 

Weight 72g perm 52g perm 

UIAA Falls 7 7 

UIAA Falls Twin Rope - 20 
(80 kilo test) 

Abrasion Test 26.000 cycles 20,000 cycles 

Elongation Test 8% 9% 

BMC Knot Test 8.5mm 5mm 

TEUFELBERGER - WORLD TECHNICAL 
LEADERS. ROPE MAKERS SINCE 1632 

1. World's 1st "EVERYDAY" rope 1971. 
2. World's 1st 8 Fall rated rope 1975. 
3. World's 1st 13 Fall rated rope 1979. 
4. Introduces the lightweight concept 1982. 
5. NOW! The world's 1st rope to hold a 

Fall Factor 2 Test across a 90° granite 
edge (Stratos) ·t/ 

Also from Edelweiss: 
Ultralight, Gentle, Extrem & Stratos - all top quality 
ropes used and recommended by: 
Reinhold Messner, Pat Littlejohn, Klaus Hoi, Andreas 
Kubin, Jim Donini. 
Plus Edelweiss harnesses, tapes, and power cords . 

~y 
SPORTS LIMITED 

EDELWEISS is a product of Teufelberger 
GmbH, Weis, Austria. 
Sole distributors: UK SANCTUARY Mountain 
Sports Ltd., Warrington, Cheshire, USA
Brenco Int. , J. Marubeni Nichirey Co. Ltd., 
AUS-Paddy Pallin. 
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Europe ~ 
ALP z Corso Vittorio Emanuele II. 167-10139 Torino. 
Italy. Published 12 times a year. 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL ~ 74 South Audley Street. London. W1Y 5FF. Great 
Britain. Published once a year. 

~ ALPINISME & RANDONNEE 
7 Rue de Lille. 75007, Paris. 
Published 12 times a year. 

~ ALPIN 
Ortlerstrasse 8. 8000 Munchen 70, Germany. 
Published 12 times a year 

DER BERGSTEIGER z Postfach 27. D-8000 Munchen 20. Germany 
Published 12 times a year. 

> DESNIVEL 
Apartado de Correos 19.083. Madrid, Spain. 
Published 4 times a year. 

~ EXTREM 
Rambles. 61. Barcelona-2. Spain. 
Published 6 times a year. 

~ LA MONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie. 75008 Paris. France. 0 Published 4 times a year. 

MONT AGNES 
1 rue de la Prevachere, 38400 St. Martin D'Heres. z France. Published 11 times a year. 

NORKLATT 
Postboks 5935, Hegdehaugen. 0308 Oslo 3, > Norway Published 4 times a year. 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Via dell a Rocca. 29-10123 Torino. Italy. r Published 4 times a year 

ROTPUNKT 
Stuttgarter Strasse 45. 7064 Remshalden-
Grunbach. Germany. Published 3 times a year :: TATERNIK 
ul. Stan6w Zjednoczonych 53 p. 227. 04-028 
Warsaw. Poland. Published twice a year. 

VERTICAL > Residence Mummery, 28 Impasse des Primeveres, 
74400 Chamonix. France. Published 5 times a year. 

U.S.A. ~ 
AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St, New York, NY 10128, U.SA > Published once a year. 

CLIMBING 
Box E. Aspen. Col. 81611. U.SA N Published 6 times a year. 

Asia ~ 
THE IWA TO YUKI z Yamakei (Publishers! Co. Ltd .. 1-1-33 Shiba Daimon, 
Minato Ku. Tokyo. (Contains English language 
summary) Published 6 times a year. 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER 

~ Official journal of the Indian Mountaineering 
Foundation. Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi-110021 
(India) Published 2 times a year. 

HIMALAYAN JOURNAL 

~ Published by THE HIMALAYAN CLUB, 
Contact Oxford Univeristy Press. P.O. Box 31, 
Oxford House, Appollo Sunder, Bombay 400001 . 
Published once a year. 

~ HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road. Calcutta 700 029. India. 
Published 12 times a year. 
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WILD 
P 0. Box 415, Prahran. Victoria 3181. Australia. t, Published 4 times a year. 

ROCK 
PO. Box 415. Prahran. Victoria 3181, Australia. 
Published once a year. ~ 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S) 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Rick White's Mountain Designs 
Shop 6, Caga Centre 
38 Akuna Street 2601 
Tel. (062) 477153 (M) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel.(07)2296609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
99 Mary Street, 
Brisbane 4000, 
Tel.(07)2216756 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd ., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty. Ltd., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.2\2.7857 

Victoria: Camberwell Junction 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 82.7229 

Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
115 Canterbury Rd., 3135. 
Tel. (03) 729.7844 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 
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Western Australia: Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33A Adelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd ., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148 

Christchurch 
Oscar A. Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square. 
Tel. 795174 

Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart Street. 
Tel. 773.679 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
11211th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies 
109 Thomas St. 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
675 Yonge Street, 
M4Y2BZ. 
Tel. 416.964.7909 

GERMANY 
Bochum 1 
Tourenzentrum Berghuser 
Alleestr. 89, 4630 
Tel. 0234.64729 (C) (M) (S) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Mountain Services International 

Ltd., 
102, 1/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd ., 
Wan Chai. 
Tel. 5-733313 

INDIA 
Delhi 
M/S West Coast Mfrs. & Traders 

(Regd.), 
261 Okhla Industrial Estate, 
Phase 111, 
New Delhi 110020 
Cable 'Snowequip', 
Tel. 635498, 637421 
Retail Showroom -
92 - U.B. Jawahar Nagar, 
Delhi-110007 
Tel. 223900 

ITALY 

Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street, (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop 
92-98 Corporation Street, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.7799 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M 'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277.221259- Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road . 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
Pindisports 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS14SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd. 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Canterbury 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd. , 
3 Palace Street. 
Tel. 0227.470023 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road. 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road. 
Tel. 0222.399178 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 



Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
6) Empress Buildings, 
B1nley Road . 
Tel. 0203.441241 

Croydon 
Pindisports 
Whitgift Centre, 
CAO 1U4. 
Tel. 01 688 2667 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd 
85 King Street. ., 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Climb Ltd ., 
1A Albyn Place, 
EH3. 
Tel. 031.225.8369 

Elgin 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports 
61 High Street. ' 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, PH33 6EJ . 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041.221.4531 /2 

Glasgow 
High range Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041 .332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevi sport, 
261 Sauciehall Street (M) 
Tel. 041.332.4814 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain 
Howard Town Mill 
Victoria St. 
Tel. 045.74.4424 

Glossop 
Peak Gear 0 /D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road . 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
13 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
40 Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

·Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, 
Guiseley LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943.75846 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports 
52A London Road (S) (C) ' 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051.709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street 
W86BD ' 
Tel. 01.938.1911 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1 M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street 
W87RG ' 
Tel. 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

London 
Y.H.A. Shop 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01.836.8541 /7 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) 
Tel. 061 .834.7119 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd . 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.323561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilder!less Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings 
NE11RF. ' 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd ., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL 1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd 
343 London Road:• 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre 
Coach Street. ' 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925 415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

Tromso 
Tindloftet A/S 
Storgt. 58 
Tel. 083.85103 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 

and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 (C) (M) (S) 

Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd . 
85018. ' 
Tel. 602.995.3391 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Alhambra 
Sports Hut Inc. 
2822 W . Valley Blvd., 91803. 
Tel. 213.289.3333 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works 
3049 Adeline, 94703. ' 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd., 
3659 Riverside Plaza, 95026. 
Tel. 714.825.2976 (C) (M) (S) 
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California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401 . 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Diego 
Pack Fa'ctory, 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. 
Tel. 714.755.7662 

California: San Francisco 
The North Face, 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

California: Santa Ana 
Holubar Mountaineering 
3650 S. Bristol St., 92704. 
Tel. 714.549.8541 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, 95370. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1136 Speer Blvd., 8020 4. 
Tel. 303.433.3372 

Colorado: Denver 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd ., 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3500 S. College Ave., 80525. 
Tel. 303.226.3683 

Colorado : Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521 . 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) 

Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. 
Tel. 303.238.7511 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Ave. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) 

Massachusetts: Salem 
Life Sports 
East India Mall, 01970 
Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) 

Montana: Bozeman 
Northern Lights Trading Co., 
1627 W. Main, 59715 
Tel. 406.586.2225 (C) (M) (S) 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 

Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

EVEREST CLIMBING PERMITS 
Available for Chinese routes 1987-1990. Also for all other open 
Chinese peaks. State mountain, route and season desired. 
Contact At.AC, PO Box 426, Concord, MA 01742, USA. 

ATTENTION CUMBERS: Doug Geeting is now booking for small and large expeditons for 
the 1985 climbing season. For the best in Air Transportation and access to the Alas~a 
Range. CALL collect for information & special rates. Area code (907) 733-2366 or write 
Doug Geeting, P.O. Box 42 Talkeetna, Alaska 99676. 
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Mountain Craft No. 56 to 85 
Mountain No. 1 to 100 

Excellent condition . Offers to J Hockley, 61 Disraeli Terrace, 
Leeds LS11 6NT. 

MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS FOR SALE 
I have copies of almost all issues of Mountain available for sale. 
Copies also swapped and bought. International enquiries welcome. 
Dave Wilson, 3 Harlesden Road, St. Albans, AL 1 4LE, England. 

SAVE MONEY - MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U.K stockists of specialist top quality materials and accessories. 

Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. Trade and retail. S.A.E. catalogue. 
PENNINE OUTDOOR : HOLM BRIDGE : HUDDERSFIELD : WEST YORKSHIRE 

0484 - 683206/682688 

HAVE YOU GOT ONE? 
From Britain's No.1 Mail Order Company comes the best 
equipment catalogue you can buy. 112 colourful pages packed 
with top quality products, interesting information and sound 
advice. Get the best and forget the rest by sending £1 .5 0 to: 
FIELD & TREK DEPT. MC, 3 WATES WAY, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 
Tel (0277)22125!l/233122fl194181210913 (24 HRS) 

New York : New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters 
21 Park Place, 10007. 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Holubar Mountaineering 
3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. 
Tel. 801.272.9403 (C) (S) (M) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Timberline Sports Inc., 
3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 
Tel. 801.466.2101 (C) (M) (S) 

Virginia: Bristol 
Mountain Sports Ltd ., 
1010 Commonwealth Ave., 
24201 
Tel. 703.466.8988 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515 

Washington: Everett 
Swallows News, 
2011 Hewitt Ave., 98201. 
Tel. 206.339.2417 

Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsman 
837 Front St. 
Tel. 509.548.5623 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington : Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridian Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105 
Tel. 206.633.4431 

Washington : Seattle 
The North Face, 
1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
Tel. 206.622.4111 

Wisconsin: Kenosha 
Life Sport, 
4917 Seventh Ave., 53140 
Tel. 414.654.3351 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Milwaukee 
Adventures Unlimited, 
5700 W. North Ave ., 53208 
Tel. 414.445.6602 

Wisconsin : Waukesha 
Lifesport, 
840 North Grand Ave ., 
Tel. 414.544.9744 

Wyoming: Cody 
Sunlight Sports, 
1323 Sheridan Ave ., 82414 
Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Lander 
Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
220 Main Street, 82520. 
Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

GORE-TEX 
FABRIC 

Cordura. polar fabric. PU and neoprene nylon.Tent. breeches and sleeping 
bag fabrics. Hollofil, Thinsulate. down. Zips. fastex buckles. eyelets. poles. 
velcro and more. Patterns for all outdoor clothing and equipment. Climbing 
gear. Discounts up to 15%. 

(5TYPES) 
For prices/ samples. stamp please. 
Tor(MI. 3 frverSt. Runcorn, WA7 lND. Enoland. 

Climbers "Chalk" Block. Pure Magnesium Carbonate. Send 
£7.90 for 8 x 2oz. Blocks to: I.W.F. Ltd, Dept. M. 78A Forsyth 
Road, Newcastle / Tyne NE2 3EU. Trade enquiries welcome. 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS: Support your local bush pilot. Doug Geeting is 
now booking for the 1985 and 86 Mt. McKinley climbs. 
For reservations and information write to: -
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna, 99676, orcall 907.733.2366. 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ '85 catalog free to foreign; 

CRAMPON STRAPS U.S. & Canada. send 20¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 931 20, USA. 

For access to McKinley and the Alaska Range . 
P.O. Box 290 - TALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 (907) 733-2291 



--

FROM HERE TO INFINITY. 
The Dolomite Super Sella - a walking boot 
with a high quality full grain leather upper, 
ankle cuff and bellows tongue of top quality 
leather and Vibram Trekking Oro sole. 

The insole is of sandwich construction with the 
outer part inTexon. A steel shank stiffens the 
back and central part of the boots. There is an 
internal layer in flexible nylon which is elastic 
yet tortionally stiff. 

The bottom has a Blake construction sole 
which makes upper and insole one piece. 
The removable insole is pre-shaped in foam 
material and cotton lined. The lining is of 
Cambrelle and Eva, materials that due to their 
anti-mould and anti-bacterial qualities 
guarantee an extremely hygienic, warm and 
fast drying boot. 
You 'll have difficulty finding anything better for 

, walking: the word of a company which has 
been manufacturing mountain boots since 
1897. 

31044 Montebelluna (Treviso) Italy 
Via Feltrina Centro, 3 
Tel. 0423/20941 -Telex 410443 DOLM I 

AUSTRALIA- F.S. Bentley & Ass. Ply. Ltd . - Clayton 3168 - Victoria •BELGIUM - Erti Sport Sa/Nv - 2600 Berchem •CANADA- E.P. & Co. - Ste-Adele, Quebec• ENGLAND - Mountaineering 
Activities - Manchester M1 5WX • FRANCE - Dolomite France - 69360 St, Symphorien d 0 Ozon •HOLLAND - Renza B.V. - 1104 Zaandam •HONGKONG - Mountain Services International Co. Ltd . 
-Wanchai , Hong Kong• KOREA- Seohan Commercial Co. Ltd . - Seoul• NEW ZEALAND- Summer Winter Sports Ltd . - Milford, Auckland 9• NORWAY- Michele Norge-0154 Oslo 1 •SPAIN -
King Sport S.A. - Madrid 25 • SWITZERLAND - Michel Simon S.A. - 1022 Chavannes • WEST GERMANY - Akd Vertriebsgesellschaft Mbh - 8228 Freilassing 



Mountain Equipment td ., 
Leech Street, Stalybridge, 
SK151SD. 
Telephone 061-338-8793. IV!olnain Equipment 
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