


LASER-TURNING ADJUSTABLE 
RUCSACTECHNOLOGY 

i NMOO 301Sdn 
Laser is NEW. And revolutionary. 

Probably the greatest ever step 
forward in rucsac technology. 

Designed by Berghaus to be efficient, 
simple and effective, Laser features back 
length adjustment, varying 
the hip harness position 
whilst the shoulder straps 

remain fixed. The hip 
belt system, 
which slides 
freely up and 
down the 
anatomically 
designed 
aluminium 
frame is, we 
believe, the 
most convenient 
and quickest 
system available, 
with instant 

comfort, strength and air circulation. 
To further enhance the quality of the 
system, Laser is manufactured in 12oz 

Cordura and 8oz Ardura, two waterproof ' 
and extremely hard wearing fabrics, while 

durability and weather 
resistance is reinforced by 
double sewn and bound 

seams. 
All Berghaus rucsacs 

are made in Britain to the 
same high standards of 

quality and are coverec 
by the new Berghau 

Life Guarantee. 
The Laser range 
includes rucsac 
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· adjustability, on, or off, 
the back. ideal for BACKPACKING 

The wearer can, and ALPINE use, with 
therefore, obtain a capacities from 55 
completely personal to 80 litres. They all 
fit, as well as varying ~~..-, represent excellent 
the load distribution value for money 
between the shoulder and include all the 
strap and hip belt. features that you expect 

The shape of the from a Berghaus quality 
back is maintained ( or product. For further 
custom shaped) by two information please call 
parallel alloy bars, combined with ~~• into your local Berghau 
a special padded back and ,,.••••• stockist or write to: Berghaus, 
conical shaped hip harness l■l·fJZitizitJ 34 Dean Street, Newcastle upor 
which ensures total support, ---•-•-.. ••••-••••••• Tyne. NE11 PG. Tel: (0632) 323561 
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Gary Gibson on first ascent of Stenosis E4,5C Pie Tor. 
Rockstar de Luxe Harness and Second Skins Trousers by Troll. 

THE SUPERBEL T 
··The new padded superbelt 
with wide leg loops is really 
good, I've fallen in it quite a lot 
and found it very comfortable." 

MARK LEACH 

THE ROCKSTAR 
"The new Rockstar Rack 
System is perfect for the crags, 
and the leg loops are extremely 
comfortable. The best harness I 
have used." 

GARY GIBSON 

"Attractive and very good for 
comfort, safety and freedom of 
movement. Being able to leave 
the harness on and even stay 
belayed whilst going to the toilet 
is great especially for women." 

BONNY MASSON 

· Comfortable with total 
freedom of movement and no 
chaffing, even in shorts. In 
hanging stances, even when 
twisting sideways, the load is 
still distributed onto both 
thighs. The new rack 
arrangement is the best I have 
ever used." 

ANDY PERKINS 

THE ALPINIST 
"These leg loops which fit on 
any Troll waist belt should 
prove excellent for the 
mountaineer or.rock climber 
who wants comfortable 
adjustable leg loops. The newly 
designed buckle is in the best 
possible place and is small 
enough to avoid any 
inconvenience." 

KEITH SHARPLES 
All this and much more in the NEW, FREE, full colour catalogue 

~[r'@OO Safety Equipment Ltd. 
Uppermill. Oldham. 0L3 6AA Tel: Saddleworth 2120 and 6189 

To Troll Safety Equipment Ltd. Please send me your NEW FREE colour 
catalogue with full details of new equipment for 1986 
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Europe 
ALP 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele 11 , 167-10139 Torino, Italy 
Published 12 times a year 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
74 South Audley Street, London, WW 5FF, Great Britain . 
Published once a year 

ALPINISME & RANDONNEE 
7 Rue de Lille, 75007, Paris. 
Published 12 times a year 

ALPIN 
Ortlerstrasse 8, 8000 Munchen 70, Germany 
Published 12 times a year 

DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, D-8000 Munchen 20, Germany 
Published 12 times a year 

DESNIVEL 
Apartado de Correos 19 083, Madrid, Spain 
Published 4 times a year. 

EXTREM 
Rambles, 61, Barcelona-2, Spain 
Published 6 times a year. 

LA MONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie, 75008 Paris, France. 
Published 4 times a year. 

MONTAGNES 
1 rue de la Prevachere, 38400 St Martin D'Heres, France. 
Published 11 times a year 

NORKLATT 
Postboks 5935, Hegdehaugen, 0308 Oslo 3, Norway 
Published 4 times a year 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Via della Rocca, 29-10123 Torino, Italy 
Published 4 times a year 

ROTPUNKT 
Stuttgarter Strasse 45, 7064 Remshalden-Grunbach, 
Germany Published 3 times a year 

TATERNIK 
ul. Stan6w Zjednoczonych 53 p. 227, 04-028 Warsaw, 
Poland. Published twice a year 

VERTICAL 
Residence Mummery, 28 Impasse des Primeveres, 
74400 Chamonix, France. Published 5 times a year 

U.S.A. 
AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St, New York, NY 10128, U.SA 
Published once a year. 

CLIMBING 
Box E, Aspen, Col. 81611, USA. 
Published 6 times a year 

ROCK & ICE 
PO. Box 3595, Boulder, CO 80307, U.SA 
Published 6 times a year 

Asia 
THE IWA TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishersl Co. Ltd ., 1-1-33 Shiba Daimon, 
Minato Ku, Tokyo (Contains English language summaryl. 
Published 6 times a year 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER 
Officialjournal of the Indian Mountaineering Foundation . 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi-110021 Undial. 
Published 2 times a year. 

HIMALAYAN JOURNAL 
Published by THE HIMALAYAN CLUB, Contact Oxford 
University Press, PO. Box 31, Oxford House, 
Appollo Bunder, Bombay 400001. 
Published once a year 

HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road, Calcutta 700 029, India. 
Published 12 times a year 

WILD 
PO. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia . 
Published 4 times a year 

ROCK 
PO. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia . 
Published once a year. 

American Alpine Institute 
EJCll£DITIONS OPEN 10 APPUOITION 
... II (25,066'). Bllrunme (23,688'), Nlin (23.410'), 
~ (23,213'). Kedamoth (22,410'), Aconc:qgua 
(22,835'). "'-i, (22.205'). A/paallpl> (19.511'), 
~ (21.095'). lUompu (20,873') • .A......
(20,945'), Scrlmntay (20,574'), McKinley (20.320'), 
Foraar (17.400'). WCllfdJn8ton (13.177') 

SPRING & FALL IN NEPAL 
ENrat Area Oimbfng & Trekking - including Gokyo Valley, 

Kala Patar. Everest Base, and Lhotse Valley, trek only or 
ascend Lobuche (20,076') & Island Peak (20.306') 

Amlapuma Area Climbing - including Marsyandi Valley_ 
Thorong La , Tibetan Frontier, trek only or ascend Chulu 
West (21.602'), Thorong (20.096'), & Muktinath Peak (21.021') 

CLIMBING IN NORTH AMERICA 
Alpine Mountaineering - 6 , 12, & 18-days; basic & intmd. levels 
Summer ke Oimbing - intermediate & advanced levels 
Expedition Training - in the Cascades & Alaska 
Rock Olmbing - basic, intermediate, & masters' levels 
Guided Climbs - the classics of America & Canada 

LA TIN AMERICA 
Peru & Bolivia - ascents to 21,000'; optional instructional 

itinerary in snow & ice climbing; acclimatization programs at 
Inca archeological sites & in Quechua mountain villages 

Mexico - introduction to altitude and review of snow & ice 
technique on 1 & 2 week trips 

Ecuador - ascents of 17.000 to 20.000-foot peaks; optional 
instructional itinerary which includes ascents 

Natural History - treks in Ecuador , Peru . Bolivia with archeo
logical & biological emphases; Galapagos Island options. 

PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS 
Snow Physics & Avalanche Hazard Evaluation - 2 , 5, & 7-day 

courses throughout North America , November through May 
Mediclnejor Mountaineering - CME & lay programs 
Rescue & Evacuation - 3 & 6-day programs 

For free brochures wrlre: 
A.A.I., 1212 24th G-4, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Call (206) 671-1505 

MIKE CHENEY IN KATHMANDU 
announces the establishment of his new 

trekking & expedition agency 
TREKS & EXPEDITION SERVICES PVT LTD 

Post Box 3057, Kamal Pokhari 
Kathmandu, Nepal 

Cable Address: CHENEY, Box 3057 Phone: 4-12231 
in partnership with Mrs. Renchin vonjan <formerly 
of International Trekkers> and Mr. Madan Gu rung 

<formerly of Sherpa cooperative> together with the 
former field staff of Sherpa cooperative Trekking. 
"FREEDOM OF THE HILLS IS THE NAME OF THE GAME" 

'As the dew is dried up by the 
morning sun 

so are the sins of mankind 
by the sight of the Himalaya· 

HAVE YOU GOT ONE? 
From Britain's No.1 Mail Order Company comes the best 
equipment catalogue you can buy. 112 colourful pages packed 
with top quality products, interesting information and sound 
advice. Get the best and forget the rest by sending £1.50 to: 
FIELD & TREK DEPT. MC, 3 WATES WAY, BRENTWDOD, ESSEX. 
Tel (0Z77)2212591233122fl194181210913 (24 HRS) 

DOUG GEETING AVIATION is now booking climbing 
parties for flights into the Mt. McKinley Park. Give Doug a call 

collect for information and reservat;ons. His speciality is 
Expedition Air transportation. Why not fly the best? 

Write to DOUG GEETING AVIATION, Box 42, 
Talkeetna Alaska 99676 
or call collect to (907) 733-2366 
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Chouinard® 

Bachar 
Ladder 

kit 
Whether your standard is 
5.2 or 5.10, our adjustable 
wooden-rung Bachar Ladder 
will help you develop the 
strength you need for today 's 
steep routes. Designed for 
assembly with your retired 
lead rope, the ten-rung kit is 
available at your Chouinard 
dealer, or from us at 
POBox90 
Ventura, CA 93001. 
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Performance 
wit ~ difference 

I n recent years the Berghaus label has been 
synonymous with superb, specialist clothing. 

The high quality workmanship and innovative 
designs have earned Berghaus an excellent 
reputation which has spread from the tracks of 
Britain to the slopes of the Himalayas. 

What is less well known is the differences 
between our products, for example, our famous 
Lightning and Mistral Jackets. 

Mistral is designed for the walker at a very 
competitive price. The GORE-TEX*Taffeta fabric 
is fully taped and will keep out the rain yet 

remarkably it breathes, which significantly 
reduces condensation. Two outside zipped 

pockets and an internal map pocket are 

specially weather sealed and an ample hood 
make this a really versatile waterproof jacket. 

Lightning is a high performance jacket designed 
to resist the worst of the weather. It is made 
from Ultra, a special GORE-TEX fabric 

exclusive to Berghaus. Ultra has a very dense 
weave (which is slightly heavier than Taffeta) 

yet it is more comfortable to wear as it is 
softer. Technically this means the all 
important GORE-TEX membrane is better 

protected from abrasion. 
Lightning has all the features one 

would expect from a mountain cagoule: 
fully taped seams, special weatherseal 
pockets, wired hood and waist 
draw-cord. 

Berghaus - the ideal combination of 
quality, design and performance. 

l-titi,h17 
34 DEAN ST, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NEI IPG. 
Tel: (0632) 323561 Telex: 537728 Bghaus G 



A good design -will 
stand the test of titne. 
Chouinard Carabiners 1957-1985. 

CHALLENGE THE ELEMENTS WITH THE NORTH FACE. 
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NORTH AMERICA 

Major New Route on North Twin 

3 Major New Routes Added to the S.E. Face of El Capitan 

WESTERN CANADA 
Ice - Spring 
With the onset of an early winter 
in the Rockies, a lot of activity on 
ice was evident during the last few 
months of 1984. Rob Rohn and 
Dan Guthrie climbed the falls up 
and left of the popular Professor's 
Falls, giving a serious Grade V 
with a fairly long approach. Under 
a Volcano is an apt name for the 
route which lies under a huge 
avalanche bowl on the east face 
of Mt. Rundle. In this same area, 
The Terminator had a number of 
repeat ascents. This climb, which 
rarely forms, was first climbed by 
a party from south of the border 
over two days. With perhaps 
increased confidence from the 
knowledge that this steep and thin 
drip was in fact climbable, all 
other attempts were completed in 
one day. Guy Lasalle and partner 
took the second ascent, with Dan 
Guthrie and Dan Buszowski a 
short while after. The neckiest 
climb was that of Andy Genereux 
and Tim Watson who succeeded 
a mere four days before the whole 
thing fell down! Elsewhere there 
were new ice routes in the 
Kananaskis Country, with 
Amadeus by Ray Friesen, Dave 
Clay and Carl Nagy becoming a 
popular Grade IV close to the 
road. The climb is above Barrier 
Lake on the main highway to this 
recreational area near Calgary. 

An entirely new area north of 
Lake Louise was opened up by 
Frank Campbell, John Rowe and 
Bob Wills. Two hours up Bath 
Creek, they found a number of 3 
and 4 pitch climbs on the walls of 
the creek, mostly in the Grade Ill 
and IV range. 

The Ghost River saw some 
activity, although not as much as 
in previous years when there 
were many new routes for the 
taking. Possibly the best new line 
done was Lacy Gibbet(Grade V, 6 
pitches) by Frank Campbell and 
John Rowe. Routes such as 
Malignant Mushroom and Wicked 
Wanda saw a lot of traffic, with 
The Sorcerer having its second 
and other ascents. 
Rock - Spring and Summer 
The spring began with a flurry of 
new route activity in Grotto 
Canyon, a rock climbing area with 
good rock a few minutes from the 
road. For years climbers have 
walked up the canyon to the 
Grotto Slabs ignoring the small, 
compact walls lining the canyo~ . 
In the Fall of 1984, and more so in 
the Spring of 1985, climbers 
began to explore these excellent, 
albeit short routes. Over one 
weekend Andy Genereux and Bill 
Rennie completed a number of 
climbs, including the classic 
Impending Impact at 5.1 0a, The 
Grand Illusion (5.1 Ob) and Sea of 
Dreams at 5.11 a. Dave Morgan 
and Sean Dougherty opened the 
strenuous A Farewell to Arms, 
while Morgan and Jack Firth were 
6 

responsible for Lively Up Yourself 
at 5.1 Ob. Dougherty was back with 
Chas Yonge, Brian Belaz and John 
Rowland for a superb face climb 
appropriately called Trading 
Places at 5.10b. Other routes of 
note are Grand Larceny by 
Dougherty and Genereux and The 
Ablutorby Yonge and Andy 
Skuce, but perhaps the hardest 
thing in the canyon is Tower of 
Pisa, led after a number of 
attempts by Dougherty. It is 
reported to be in the 5.11 cord 
range . 

Yamnuska was not let off the 
new route activity when Choe 
Quinn, Brian Gross and David 
Cheesmond completed their 
previously attempted line to the 
left of the classic Kahl Wall. The 
Heat is On (5.1 0a, 8 pitches) takes 
a bold break to finish almost 
directly above the starting point. 
Next weekend the trio were back 
to put up Brown Trousers (5.1 0c, 
7 pitches) up the steep wall 
between Red Shirt and Forbidden 
Corner. This climb sports perhaps 
Yam's best jam crack, 165' of 
straight-in hand work. (The local 
limestone is mostly climbed on 
faces or water grooves and 
continuous jamming problems 
are rare.) In between climbs in the 
mountains the same party put up 
The Wild Boys later in the 
summer. This 5.10d face and 
crack climb follows the line tried 
often before on the wall right of 
Balrog. Unreported from last 
summer is the fine effort by Bill 
Stark and Brian Wallace in doing 
a completely free ascent of CMC 
Wall, previously considered the 
most serious aid route on Yam . 
The grade now jumps to 5.11 and 
the climb is reported to be serious 
and a tiring day. 

Behind Yam in the CMC Valley, 
Brian Gross, Sean Dougherty and 
David Cheesmond did a new start 
to the notorious Billy Davidson 
aid climb Iron Suspender. 
Starting about 150' right of the 
difficult aid pitches of Iron 
Suspender, they climbed four 
al most free pitches to join the 
upper bolt ladder. Done in this 
way the climb is easily completed 
in a day at 5.1 0d, AO. 

In the Banff region, spurred on 
by the imminent publication of 
Murray Taft's new guidebook, a 
number of new climbs and 
variations were done. Mount 
Cory, which has some of the best 
rock in the area, saw a spate of 
new lines with Brian Baxter and 
Sean Dougherty opening two new 
finishes on the Paperchase wall . 
Street Life (5.11 a) and Solid Air 
(5.11 b) are both superb pitches 
up the steep wall to the right of 
the final pitch of Paperchase. On 
the latter route they were joined 
by Jim Sevigny. Lower down, to 
the left of the first pitch of Three 
Rooves, Dan Guthrie, Pat Paul and 
Joe Buszowski put up Close to the 
Edge (5.10c), a strenuous 
alternative start. 

Nearby on Mount Louis, Quinn, 
Dougherty and Cheesmond freed 
the Kor/Fuller route at 5.1 0c, the 
latter two returning to free and 
straighten the old Black Rap Wall 
across the valley on Mt. Edith . As 
the climb is substantially different 
in its free form they renamed it 
Dark Continent (5.1 0d). 

The back of the lake at Lake 
Louise has a crag composed of 
good quartzite, a pleasant change 
from the limestone that 
predominates in the Rockies . 
Here, due to its accessibility and 
the different rock, some of the 
hardest climbing yet seen in the 
region has been done. Joe 
Buszowski started it off with 
Wicked Gravity (5.11 b) and 
Monkey Lust (5.11 c) and Dave 
Morgan then pushed things 
another grade with Air Voyage at 
5.11 d. This climb overhangs 30 
feet in the first pitch of 130 feet! 
Later Morgan did the first free 
ascent of Colin Zacharius' Liquid 
Sky at 5.11 d. Last news before 
going to press is that Morgan and 
Perry Beckham are attempting a 
completely free ascent of Scared 
Peaches, an old A2 route 
involving a number of roofs of 
extreme difficulty. 

Also perhaps owing to interest 
generated by a forthcoming 
guide, Chinaman's Peak was 
climbed by two new ways. Baxter, 
Gross and Quinn climbed the 
obvious direct finish to Quick 
Release (Finishing Touches, 5.9) . 
Gross returned with Cheesmond 
to add Premature Ejaculation 
(5.1 Ob, 12 pitches) , up the grooves 
left of the former climb. 

The Ghost River area saw little 
new route activity with the 
exception of lower Phantom 
Crags, where Chas Yonge and 
Andy Genereux put up some 
short test pieces - Imbroglio 
(5.1 0c) and Reformation (5.1 0a). 
In an area that has seen little 
attention since Billy Davidson's 
1971 eight day aid climb, Gibraltar 
did not escape its new route. Brian 
Gross and Pierre Kaufmann spent 
a long day completing the 
eighteen pitches of Rainbow 
Warrior, all free at 5.1 Ob. This 
climbs the ramps left of the 
existing route . 

Regrettably there were two 
serious accidents this year. One 
on Forbidden Corner when the 
leader fell on the last pitch 
breaking a number of bones, and 
a fatal slip during descent In the 
Kananaskis. Both of these occurred 
on relatively easy ground after 
the major difficulties were over, 
highlighting the extra care 
needed at the end of a tiring day. 

Alpine 
Unreported previously from last 
winter is the first winter ascent of 
the East Ridge of Bugaboo Spire 
by Bernard Ehman and Joe 
Buszowski . As with any winter 
undertaking in Canada this must 

have had its moments. 
July saw an extended period of 

good weather, with the major 
faces coming into superb 
condition. Taking advantage of 
this spell of weather Barry 
Blanchard and David Cheesmond 
produced a new line on the North 
Face of North Twin. This much 
discussed North Pillar takes an 
uncompromising line straight up 
the face right of the Lowe/Jones 
route. Thanks to the warm 
conditions they were able to free 
climb almost the entire route, 
total aid used being about 8 points 
(60 pitches, 5.1 0d, AO, 4 
bivouacs). The Twin being what it 
is they were stormed off the 
summit and had to find their way 
down off the icefields in a 
whiteout! The usual comments 
about most serious climb in the 
range etc. etc. apply. 

At about the same time, Jeff 
Marshall and Kevin Smythe 
completed the previously 
attempted line on the West Face 
of Mount Tuzo. This gave two 
days of serious Alpine climbing 
directly up the buttress 
overlooking the Valley of the Ten 
Peaks. 

Poor weather in August 
frustrated everyone's plans, but 
The Andromeda Strain did 
receive its third ascent by Dan 
Guthrie and Ward Robertson . 
They found the rock hard and the 
top gully in good condition. 

North Twin 
Barry Blanchard and David 
Cheesmond spent the last week 
of July 1985 putting up an 
extreme new route on the North 
Face of North Twin . The climb 
takes a direct line up this five 
thousand foot wall to the right of 
the Lowe/Jones route. 

Starting in a period of warm and 
stable weather, they spent the 
first day dodging rocks on the 
lower rocks and snow bands. This 
section had some 5.10c climbing 
in wet conditions and led to the 
base of the main pillar where a 
bivouac was made. 

Next day they were able to carry 
on up the pillar, mostly rock 
climbing with some hard pitches. 
Second bivi was below the ice 
slope leading to the upper 
headwall. 

After crossing the ice the 
headwall was tackled in a direct 
line finishing near the highest 
point on the wall. The headwall 
includes about fifteen pitches in 
the 5.1 0d range, and required a 
further two bivouacs - one in a 
small cave discovered in the 
middle of the wall, and the other 
on ledges two pitches from the 
top. 

Once joining the north-west 
ridge, the pair were caught in a 
storm which made the descent 
across the icefields and into Habel 
Creek problematical. 



With a lot of free climbing (only 
about eight aid points) and 
generally good rock, particularly 
on the headwall, the climb is 
recommended to those getting 
tired of the trade routes in the 
Rockies. 

North Pillar of North Twin -
approximately sixty pitches, 
5.1 0d, AO, four bivouacs. 
Dave Cheesmond 

YOSEMITE VALLEY 
El Capitan 
Activity on El Capitan has been 
brisk this year. Randy Leavitt and 
Greg Child established a new 
route on the South East Face of El 
Cap between Tangerine Trip and 
Zenyatta. The route, Lost In 
America (VI, A5 5.10) is 
continuous and classic with some 
very tricky aid climbing. With only 
one pitch fixed, the pair climbed 
the wall in one 10 day push . All of 
the nailing is thin with lots of 
hooking, copperheads and thin 
knifeblades, while many other 
sections are on expanding flakes. 
A few giant loose blocks were 
encountered, most memorably 
loose was the Stear Clear pitch. 
Surprisingly, there is 200 feet of 
free climbing halfway up. This 
section starts with a 40 foot 5.10 
vertical run-out off the hanging 
bolt belay! Since it wasn't 
possible to aid past this scary 
section, the pitch was named the 
Too Hard to Hook pitch. Most of 
the other leads are named. Bolts 
comprise a majority of the belay 
anchors, while only rivets were 
placed on the leads (60 holes 
drilled). Lost in America starts 
independently for 13 pitches, but 
joins Zenyatta for the last three 
leads. 

The Atlantic Ocean Wall (VI , A5 
5.10) was another major new 
route climbed on the S.E. Face of 
El Cap. This fine line was 
established by John Middendorf 
and John Barbella in 10 days. 
Including belay anchors, only 58 
holes were drilled (39 rivets, 19 
bolts) . Atlantic Ocean Wall is 
between New Jersey Turnpike 
and Iron Hawk on steep, gold rock. 

Starting at the large prominent 
rock scar, it independently goes 
out of the El Cap Tree Route 
(ropes fixed to this point) and 
connects with New Jersey 
Turnpike after 15 pitches. Like 
Lost In America, there is some 
mandatory 5.10 free climbing on 
this one as well. 

Charles Cole made an 
impressive solo first ascent of a 
route that starts right of 
Mescalito, then shares four 
pitches with that route, and finally 
finishes on the steep headwall left 
of Mescalito. This route took 
Charles 12 days to complete after 
4 or 5 pitches were fixed. 
Although the name is not known 
for sure at this time, it is thought 
to be Trade Winds (VI, A5 5.9) . 

The Gallego brothers (Spanish) 
established a new route on the 
South West Face of El Cap. This 
route, Heart Attack, lies near the 
Heart Route. It was completed 
over a 2 month period, employing 
fixed ropes for nearly the entire 
distance. This contrasts to the 
"alpine style" approach to the 
new wall routes that is currently 
practised. Two other new routes 
were climbed on the S.W. Face of 
El Cap. To the right of the West 
Face Route, Bill Russell and Doug 
McDonald climbed the Fuck-al/
Wall (VI, 5.10, A3) also known as 
Mr. Midwest. This route contains 
12 new pitches, with 16 holes 
drilled. Three more pitches were 
free climbed on the subsequent 
second ascent by Tucker Tech and 
Frank Saunders. To the right of 
the previous route (and left of 
Mirage), the Realm of The Flying 
Monkieswas put up by Steve 
Bosque and Dan McDevitt. The 
eleven new pitches on this grade 
VI route (with 5 holes drilled) were 
graded 5.10, A3. 

Two more notable solo ascents 
were made of El Cap routes this 
year. With four pitches fixed , Walt 
Shipley made the first complete 
solo of the North American Wall 
in 5½ days. This solo had been 
tried a few years back by Ed 
Drummond who was rescu ed 
near the top of the wall. The 
second solo ascent of El Cap by a 
woman was made by Sue 

Harrington, this time via the 
Zodiac (5 days with 4 pitches 
fixed). 

Some of the climbers were 
living in the fast lane by making 
more speed ascents of some of 
the less severe El Cap routes. 
Sa/athe Wal/was climbed from 
the ground (i.e. no fixed pitches) 
to the top in 14 hours by Steve 
Schneider and Rick Cashner. A 
smooth and fast paced climb 
turned into an epic when 
Schneider took a 30 foot fall near 
the roof pitch. This seemingly 
normal fall resulted in a broken 
tooth and badly damaged finger 
for Schneider, turning El Cap into 
the serious environment that it 
sometimes is. Previously 
unreported, but worth mention, 
are two other ground-to-top 
ascents of El Cap. In January of 
1984 Mike Corbett and Rick 
Cashner climbed the Nose in 13 
hours. The previous year, the 
same pair climbed the Triple 
Direct in 15 hours. 

Back to the present, Corbett and 
Middendorf ascended fixed ropes 
to Mammoth Terraces and made 
a fast ascent of the Shield with 
one bivouac on Chickenhead 
ledge. A French party reported to 
have done the Nose and the 
Regular Route on Half Dome both 
in 25 hours. Yosemite locals 
denied this, claiming it to be a 
longer time. 

Sunkist is a beautiful route that 
climbs the headwall ofthe Shield. 
This year it had a third ascent by 
Rick Piggot and Carmel 
Schminnel in 10 days. Previously 
the second ascent was made in 
1982 by Charles Wheeler and 
Lydia Bradey. A second ascent 
was also made of Lunar Eclipse 
(right of Zodiac) by Tucker Tech 
and Frank Saunders. On this 
ascent, a bolt was added to the 
crux A4 pitch . 

Aurora and Zenyatta were 
climbed this year by a pair of 
climbers who reportedly "drilled 
quite a bit" on both routes. 
Obviously, a degrading and 
undesirable action to fragile aid 
climbs such as these ! 

On the down side of things, 
freefall parachute jumps (B.A.S.E. 

The spectacular 5,000 ft. North 
Face of North Twin, Canadian 
Rockies, showing 1 - Lowe/Jones 
Route (1974) and 2 - Blanchard/ 
Cheesmond Route (1985). 
Photo: Dave Cheesmond. 

jumps) have now been made from 
the Rostrum, Porcelain Wall and 
Yosemite Point (Falls) in addition 
to the usual jump sites - El Cap, 
Half Dome and Glacier Point. 
Names are withheld to protect the 
innocent! 
Randy Leavitt 

UTAH 
Canyonlands Correction 
I would like to point out that the 
first ascent of the sister crack on 
North Six Shooter in Canyon lands 
was not done by Chip Chase and 
friend as reported by Ed Webster 
but was actually done by John 
Duran and I last October. The 
route was considerably altered 
after the climb since I removed, 
on second, a boulder, 1 ½ft x 2ft 
square, wedged in the flair of the 
crack. John managed to work his 
way around it since it was 
apparently loose. I would like to 
take this opportunity to report 
several other first ascents done 
by John Duran either this summer 
or last. The rest of these were 
either done in Durango at East 
Animas or at Bondad. The Slaves 
(5.12b) is an obvious fist and hand 
crack that is immediately next to 
the bottom pitch of Sweeney's at 
East Animas. Crime and 
Punishment (5.11 a) shares the 
first pitch of the Durangotan but 
continues directly overhead 
slightly to the left while the 
Durangotan goes to the little tree 
and to the right . All of this is face 
climbing . There are 3 pitches to 
Crime and Punishment. Free 
Base, first done last summer, is a 
climb that follows an obvious 
overhanging crack (5.12-). Free 
Base is located on an obviously 
large bulge on the face of the cliff 
to the left of a large conifer. All of 
the above were done at East 
Animas. At Bondad there are 
three obvious cracks that Dave 
Kozak thought were noteworthy 
enough to include in his book 
Southwest Rock. The Remington 
Roof was first done last summer 
(5.11 +) . All three cracks were 
done by John Duran and Richard 
Hood. All other climbs were done 
with Tim Kuss. The most recent 
climb done is Puntamagna 
(5.11 + ) to the right of Apple Cider 
on an overhanging dihedral 
system at East Animas. 
Puntamagna was done late in 
September of this year. 
Jessica Gladstone 

Canyonlands 
Previously unreported, the 
following two routes were put up 
in January 1985. 

Dawn of an Age(5.1 Ob fist). First 
ascent Jeff Widen, belayed by 
Dawn Burke. 

The Mayes (5.1 Ob, thin hand to 
chimney) was again by Widen , 
belayed by Burke. 

Both the above climbs are to be 
found in the Supercrack area. 
Jeff Widen· 
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Arches National Park 
In August 1985, Jeff Widen and 
friends were busy with the 
following routes: 

Zippy Zebra (5.1 0a), by Jeff 
Widen , belayed by Dawn Burke, a 
one pitch lieback and handcrack 
route which lies in a left-facing, 
left-leaning dihedral on the wall 
above the road 1.7 miles into the 
Park from the entrance station. 

Heart of the Desert(5.10 b/c) is a 
one pitch handcrack, again by 
Widen and Burke, described as a 
beautiful dihedral (left-facing) in 
the "Park Avenue" area of the 
Arches. 

Portable Thrash Unit (5 .9) from 
Widen and Doug Cochran is a 
short, fingers right-facing 
dihedral 1/10 mile beyond Zippy 
Zebra on the same wall. 

Topos of the above climbs are 
on file at the Arches Visitor 
Center. 
Jeff Widen 

MEXICO 
In mid-February, Mark Motes, 
Edmond Ward and Eric Bj121rnstad 
established a nine pitch route on 
the steep southward facing 
barriers of Sierra Blanco, in the 
Sierra Urbanus range of Mexico. 
This anomalous outcrop of 
granite lies in an otherwise 
featureless cactus and mesquite 
choked sedimentary landscape, 
located about 700 miles south of 
El Paso, Texas,nearthetiny 
Mexican village of Pinon Blanco. 

As one faces the 1,000-foot high 
frontal wall of Sierra Blanco, two 
large overhangs become readily 
noticeable. The higher, left 
overhang is the "Nose", while the 
righthand lower projection was 
dubbed the "Zebra" overhang 
because of its water streaks. 
Although the focus of at least two 
previous attempts, the headwall 
of Sierra Blanco was probably not 
climbed until the November, 1983 
ascent of the Nose route by 
Emiliano Castellanior and party. 

The 1500-foot Motes, Ward and 
Bj!Z!rnstad route ascends the lower 
portion of a deep chimney system 
between the Nose and Zebra 
overhangs before continuing up 
an obvious died re (pitches 4 
through 8) . The third lead has a 
dimly lit beginning, 80-feet into a 
chimney, where its walls finally 
thin sufficiently for one to begin 
the 5.8+ stem to overhanging 
walls above. 

The final lead exits from the 
openbook into an off-width 5.9 
chimney which culmfnates on the 
rounded blocks of the summit 
plateau. 

The descent was accomplished 
via rappel down the awesome 
chimney system of which the first 
three leads followed prior to 
exiting to the died re. 

Included in the party was Fred 
Beckey who elected to rappel 
from the beginn ing of the fourth 
pitch after reporting he was not 
feeling well. Mid-day temperatures 
soaring into the 90s added to 
Beckey's discomfort of earlier 
having drunk from a water seep 
unforseeably thirty-feet down 
from a puddle of fermenting cow
pat! 

EAST COAST 
Shawangunks 
New route activity continued at 
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the Gunks last summer, primarily 
due to less heat and humidity than 
normal. The following routes 
have been recorded since July. 

At the Trapps, a few new climbs 
have been discovered. One 
previously recorded climb, Swain 
Song was climbed earlier by Joe 
Bridges and Faith Auburn , and 
named Friday the 13th (5.8) . Just 
left of Dry Heaves, Todd Swain 
and Andy Schenkel unravelled 
the mysteries of Sheep Thrills 
(5.9 - ). The right side of the Help! 
block was done by Jim Damon 
and company, and entitled IP/eh 
(5.11 + ),another long reach 
problem. Unreported from 1983, 
is Man 's Quest for Flight (5 .1 o+ ) 
by Jim Munson, Morris Hershoff, 
and Hardie Truesdale. Pitch one 
climbs the arete right of Silloutte 
(5.9), then crosses Traverse of the 
Clods, and finishes up a short 
5.10+ corner to the top . Further 
down the crag, the short roof 
crack left of the start to the Nose 
was completed at 5.11 by Al 
Diamond, Scott Franklin and 
Jordan Mills, and aptly named 
Lord Knows. Franklin also led the 
death-defying Manly Yes, But I 
Like It Too (5.9+) - the arete right 
oft he first pitch of the Spring. The 
thin vertical seam right of Wasp 
was rediscovered this July, and 
after being completed at 5.1 0, it 
was learned that Russ Clune and 
Bill Ravitch had already found the 
line in 1983. The route is 
Expedition to Nowhere, and is a 
rather necky lead. Lastly, the face 
and roof right of Casablanca was 
ascended by the Steele brothers 
at 5.9, and christened Casanova. 

Jeff Gruenberg climbed the thin 
seam left of Stirrup Trouble at 
5.11, and with Russ Clune, 
toproped a 5.12 - face just to the 
right. Slightly left of Easy 
Overhang, Ivan Rezucha and 
Annie O'Neill climbed a thin flake 
to produce Twisted Sister (5.9) . 

Jane Fonda Workout climbs a 
corner through ceilings just right 
of Land's End, and was toproped 
by Clune, after an attempt to lead 
it sent a huge block flying towards 
his belayer. 

Further along, Swain soloed a 
5.10 - thin seam left of Three 
Vultures'first pitch, and with 
Schenkel climbed the arete right 
of 50/50to create 60/40 (5.8) . The 
same pair also climbed Deadline 
(5.8), a scary overhanging face 
crossing After the Prick. 

Over a Skytop, Rich Ross has 
been very active. With Marco 
Fedrizzi, he climbed the face right 
of Strawberry Yogurt, (Inflatable 
Girl 5.9+ ); the face and roof right 
of Han 's Yellow Face (Kashmir 
5.8) ; and with Dave Karl, the same 
pair put in Juggernaut (5.10+ ) a 
thin vertical crack right of Petie 's 
Spare Rib. Ross and Fedrizzi also 
followed Rich Gottlieb up 
Blockparty (5.11 - ), a vertical 
crack left of Intimidation on pitch 
two. 

At the opposite end of Skytop, a 
number of lines have been 
reported . To the left of She Didn 't 
Show, Swain, Peggy Ann Buckey, 
Andy and Randy Schenkel found 
a 5.7+ line up the arete, and right 
of Durango, the same group 
unearthed a 5.5 crack, which was 
led by Andy. The face and roof left 
of Simple Pleasures was 
ascended by Swain and Thom 
Scheuer to produce the exciting 
Fevered Pitch (5.9+ ), while 
Hershoff and Franklin worked out 

Manual Labor (5.9 + ) up the 
orange rock 200ft right. Across 
from Solitaire, Swain and Dave 
Levenstein added the short crack 
to give Seasonal Positions (5 .9). 
Finally, Open Cockpit (5.11 + ) was 
soloed twice in one week by 
separate parties - a very 
impressive feat. 

In the Near Trapps, Swain and 
lza Koponicka climbed thin 
vertical seams and a roof left of 
Lean and Mean, to complete Fat 
and Flabby(5.10 - ). Gruenberg 
and partner climbed the huge 
roofs between Fat City and G 
String to add Land of the Giants 
(5.11 + ).A direct finish to Eenie 
Meanie was climbed by Vadim 
Marcovalla and Maury Jaffe, 
climbing the final overhangs at 
5.7. To the right of Honky Tonk 
Woman, Swain and lza Koponicka 
added the exciting 5.9 face climb 
She's the Boss. 

In other news of the area, 
Australian Kim Carrigan repeated 
both lntruders(5.12 + ) (no falls) 
and Vandals (5.13 - ), confirming 
both their difficulty, and quality. 

Jeff Gruenberg has soloed both 
Foops (5.11) and the Yellow Wall 
(5.11 - ), probably the most 
impressive solos ever at the 
Gunks, while Paul Pomeroy and 
Swain completed a marathon 32 
routes to the total 5,375 vertical 
feet of climbing in under nine 
hours climbing time. 

Fall 1985 
Without a doubt, the biggest news 
is that Russ Clune has soloed 
Supercrack(5.12c) at Skytop. This 
is the first known solo ascent, and 
definitely an impressive feat. 

At the Trapps, just right of Rock 
and Brew, a new 5.10 face route 
was discovered by Todd Swain 
and Neil Harvey (UK). Make Haste, 
or Tomato Paste is a rather scary 
lead, with the crux being 
protected by a shaky ½ Tricam. 
The route reported earlier as 
!Pleh, has been renamed Scum of 
Sam (5.11 + ),and climbs the right 
side of the Help! block out the 
roof. 

In the NearTrapps, Paul Craven 
(UK) and Felix Modugno added a 
5.10 - variation to the first pitch of 
Cherokee (climbing a vertical 
seam just right), while Todd 
Swain and Sue Rogers climbed 
the left side of Muriel's Nose to 
produce Hold the Mayo (5.9 + ). 

Many foreign climbers have 
visited the Gunks this fall, 
including a six person group from 
Warsaw, Poland. The Poles 
arrived in September, and will be 
travelling around the country 
through late fall. 

Late Fall 1985 Shawangunk 
Report 
Without doubt, 1985 has been a 
busy year on the outlying crags . 
At Lost City, two new 5.13s have 
been completed (Thunderdome, 
5.13 - Russ Clune and Survival of 
the Fittest, 5.13 - Scott Franklin 
and Jordan Mills) as well as many 
quality 5.12s and 5.11 s. Cape's 
Lookout saw th e first ascent of the 
RPRoof(5.12+, Kim Carrigan), 
while Lynn Hill and Russ Raffa 
snatched Artificial Intelligence 
(5.12 + ) at Bonticou Right. 

On the main cliffs, the routes 
tend ed to be easier. Starting at 
Sky Top Right, Ivan Rezucha and 

Chris Monz climbed the seam 
right of Simple Pleasures to create 
Simple Minds (5.10). Just left of 
Zig Zag Man, Dick Williams and 
Joe Bridges climbed the steep 
face and corner system to 
produce a quality 5.9 + route. 
Right of Cretin Corner is the 
previously unreported Tor and 
Feathered (5.9) done by Rich 
Ross. 

Moving to the Trapps, Rezucha 
and Annie O'Neill squeezed in 
Patty Duke (5 .9+ ) just to the right 
of Pas de Deux. The scary face left 
of Drunkard's Delight was 
climbed by Todd Swain , Matt 
Jasinski and John Goobic and 
fittingly titled One Blunder, and 
it 's Six Feet Under (5.9) . Arc of a 
Diver (5.9, Ray Dobkin and Joe 
Ferguson) follows a straight line 
from a crack left of Rock and Brew, 
to connect with the old Bloody 
Marythird pitch variation. A 
directissima of the Madame 
Grunnebaum's buttress was 
completed by Tad Welch and 
Todd Swain ( G Forces 5.9), then 
soon after, Chuck Boyd and Terry 
Granger added a 5.10 variation up 
a corner on the second pitch. The 
arete problem right of V-3 was 
solved by Swain, Welch, Dave & 
Marie Sabal I, Dick Peterson and 
Brad White to create Galactic 
Hitchikers (5.9+ ), while Rezucha 
and O'Neill discovered Box Lunch 
(5.10 - , exposed climbing out of 
the huge roof and block above 
Snowpatch) . In the neighbourhood 
of Red Pillar, Steep Hikin' (5.7) 
was climbed by Swain and Randy 
& Andy Schenkel. The route 
climbs the front of the pillar, then 
up a thin crack right of Deep 
Lichen on pitch two. Rezucha and 
O'Neill added yet another line to 
the Arrow wall, with Quiver (5.9), 
following the face and thin seam 
left of the crux on Arrow. High 
Jinx(5.9 + , Rezucha & O'Neill) 
climbs the face right of Ivan and 
the Saum, while Four Seasons 
(5 .10, Rezucha & "Montreal 
Josh") climbs the face and arete 
left of the Winter. Further down 
the Trapps, Rezucha and Monz 
cracked Yo Mama (5.1 0), a wild 
route out of the enormous roof 
right of Independent Hangover. 

On the Near Trapps, the low 
roof left of Scuttlebutwas done 
by Swain and Goobic (Peyton 
Paltz, 5.9), while another roof, this 
on the front of White Pillar, was 
finished by Swain and the 
Schenkels (Hang Ten, 5.10- ). Just 
right of lnterlewd, the clean arete 
had its first ascent by Swain and 
lza Koponicka (5.9+ ). Just left, 
Live and Let Die (5.10 - , Dave 
Sabal I, Swain) climbs the roof left 
of Eowyn, and then up the 
unprotected white face and arete 
to the top. 

Finally, a comprehensive new 
guidebook to the Gunks is due out 
by late April, containing almost 
one thousand climbs. As with 
previous guides, only the four 
major cliffs will be included. 

Todd Swain 

New Hampshire Fall 1985 
A sad piece of news to report from 
New Hampshire. Bruce "Fang" 
Sloane, 36, was killed in the recent 
September earthquakes in 
Mexico. He was a very active 
climber in Southeast New 
Hampshire, and with the New 
Hampshire Outing Club from 



UNH, had climbed most of the 
classic rock and ice routes 
throughout New England . In 1972, 
he led a small expedition to the 
interior of Greenland, and 
climbed a number of new routes. 
His newlywed wife, Allison, was 
also injured in the earthquake, but 
survived her injuries. 
Todd Swain 

1986 Women's Climbing 
Directory & Grants 
The American Women's 
Himalayan Expeditions (AWHE) 
is publishing its second Directory 
of Women Climbers to help 
women meet other women with 
whom to climb and plan 
expeditions. Any woman climber 
interested in being listed in the 
1986 directory can obtain an 
application blank from AWHE/ 
P.O. Box 5455/Berkeley CA 94705. 
Applicants are asked to send a 
self-addressed, stamped 
envelope with requests for 
application blanks. The deadline 
for submitting a listing in the 
directory is April 1, 1986. 

Women climbers interested in 
applying for Vera Watson/Alison 
Chadwick-Onyszkiewicz (VWACO) 
Memorial Fund grants can obtain 
applications from the American 
Alpine Club/113 East 90th Street/ 
New York, NY 10028. Completed 
applications must be received by 
March 1, 1986. This fund was 
established by AWHE in 1979 to 
encourage and support the 
participation of women in high 
altitude mountaineering. The 
fund has given out more than 
twenty-five grants to women 
participating in high altitude 
expeditions. 

Also, contributions and 
bequests are being solicited for 
the VWACO Memorial Fund. 
Contributions are tax deductible 
and may be sent to the American 
Alpine Club at the address above. 

ONTARIO 
Thunder Bay-Nipigon 

The summer season in the 
Thunder Bay-Nipigon area saw 
major discoveries of some of the 
North Shore's most impressive 
faces. Mt. Helen, a 200 ft. high face 
adjacent to Hwy. 11 and a mere 
100 feet from the road provides 
long free face climbs. When first 
discovered the face was covered 
by lichen, which is only now being 
worn off. Shaun Parent along with 
Joanne Murphy-Parent ascended 
Neutron Dance (5.6) which is to 
date the finest line on the face. 
The route follows the blank 75 
degree face directly to the right of 
Crawfords Fawley (5.3), (Parent 
and Scott Hamilton). Bowels in 
Transit (5.5) (Parent, Hamilton) 
has become the area's classic for 
long runouts and nervy exposure 
for a climb of this grade. Another 
climb with plenty of runout is the 
fine Transverse Mercator (5.5) 
(Parent, Murphy Parent), which 
comprises 68 to 80 foot runouts 
along a low angle traverse. 

The site continues to see 
visitors from the area, as plenty of 
interest is concentrated on the 
eastern edge of the cliff where a 
large overhanging face has 
repelled many attempts. Al Lovas 
and Randy Frietag have been 
putting considerable effort into 
establishing the area's first 5.12 
on Mt. Helen. 

The Kama Bay cliffs, located on 
Highway 17 have again been the 
target of Frietag and Lovas. Both 
climbers have been producing 
this site's most difficult lines. Ode 
toAuswitz(5.1 Ob), (Lovas Frietag) 
climbs the offwidth hand crack 
found to the left of Amphitheatre 
of Fools (5.1 Ob), a strenuous 
finger crack also climbed by 
Frietag and Lovas. Both these 
climbs were done by onsite leads, 
and no rests. 

Parent and Andre Van Schaik 
managed to complete the hand 
arm jam crack Ode To Lovas (5.7) 
which is the main crack in the 
birch pillar. Kama Bay is certainly 
to become the most visited area 
by the local hard men, and will 
contain the highest difficulty of 
free climbs in the area. 

To the north near Orient Bay, 
Parent, Van Schaik and Paul Dedi 
discovered another fine granite 
outcrop. Chipmunk Rock is 
composed of thin finger cracks 
and blank leaning walls. Van 
Schaik completed the classic For 
the Girls (5.8), which begins with 
an overhanging bulge and finger 
mantle. Dedi, Parent completed 
an exposed traverse Give Me A 
Lift (5.8) which involves balance 
and grace on fine foot holds. 

Aerial reconnaissance in the 
early summer exposed a 
magnificent and rare find of free 
standing pinnacles. The Dorion 
Towers, as they are called, are 
made up of some 5 free standing 
pinnacles. Parent, Peter Powell 
and Dave Pugliese visited the site 
and quickly made the first ascent 
of Tower Of The Frozen Pool (5.4). 
This large block was composed of 
many free standing pillars many 
of which were loose and 
crumbling . A route was finally 
found through a series of 
chimneys and tunnels which 
wound through the length of the 
block. 

The most impressive of the 
towers was the Canine which 
comprised a series of stacked 
blocks. Parent and Powell quickly 
ascended this slender pinnacle 
via a series of steps and hand 
cracks. 

There is rapid development 
along the Pearl roadcut on 
Highway 11 /17 some 50km east of 
Thunder Bay. Another fine granite 
face was discovered which yields 
routes of all descriptions. Parent 
and Van Schaik ascended Ode To 
Frietag (5.5), a 90 ft. left facing 
dihedral. Ed Iwasa (55) completed 
Possession Obsession (5.9) along 
with Parent after loose blocks 
were thrown from the route. 
Many fine lines are rapidly being 
ascended at the shorter section of 
the cliff, where rockfall hazard is 
low. Parent along with Peter and 
~laine Powell has put up many 
fine problems for the beginners. 
Not Nirvana (5.6) climbs a fine 
thin finger crack with excellent 
protection. 

Further exploration for new and 
accessible climbing sites 
continued each weekend along 
the North Shore of Superior. 
Climbers passing across Ontario 
via Hwy. 11 /17 can now enjoy rock 
climbing within easy access of the 
Highways. Most of these sites 
have less than a 15 minute walk 
from the car. Further information 
on these areas can be obtained 
from The Alpine Club of Thunder 
Bay, P.O. Box 391, Thunder Bay 
F. Ontario P7C-4V9. ' 
Shaun Parent 

SPAIN 

Threat to Picos 
Picos de Europa 
Spain is currently undergoing a 
process of 'Europeanisation' . It is 
a process with a sense of urgency 
and, as is all too often the case 
wit~ t_hings done in a hurry, 
dec1s1ons are being taken which 
we may later live to regret. One 
such decision seriously affects 
the integrity of the Picas de 
Europa and is, therefore, of 
concern to the whole of the 
mountaineering community. 

The Picas represents "the most 
compact exposure of scenic 
mountain limestone in Western 
Europe". 1 Moreover, through lack 
of development until now, it 
remains in an essentially natural 
state. It is almost devoid of the 
huge hotel-like huts, the 
excessively wide, man-made 
paths, and the ugly and expensive 
telepheriques that are such a sad 
characteristic of other more 
developed ranges. Indeed, it is 
the very simplicity of the area, the 
absence of that all-consuming 
tourist machinery, that makes the 
range so attractive. 

Unfortunately, it would appear 
that the Regional Governments 
that share responsibility for the 
range do not agree with this 
assessment of the situation, and 
are planning to create an 
extensive network of huts, to 
"improve" the existing footpaths, 
and to build an ambitious cable 
car system . The details which 
follow correspond to the Asturian 
sector of the range, but all the 
indicators suggest that the two 
remaining Regional 
Governments, those of Santander 
and Leon, are developing similar 
plans. 

The Asturian Regional 
Government, with its seat in 
Oviedo, took the plunge this 
summer with the construction of 
a hut in Vegarredonda in the 
Western Massif. The intention 
was to build a 150-bed hut, but 
ICONA,2 which has jurisdiction 
over the massif (coinciding as it 
does with the Covadonga 
National Park) insisted on a 
reduction in size. After a tense 
political battle an agreement was 
reached . A 68-bed hut is the 
primary result, whilst, at the same 
time, it is to be hoped that in the 
future ICONA will fight to prevent 
similar violations of National Park 
policy. 

Unfortunately, the Central and 
Eastern massifs are, illogically, 
not part of the National Park. 
Thus, with no restraints to hold 
them back, the FAM3 has 
developed a plan for the 
refurbishment of four huts and 
the construction of a fifth, all in 
the Asturian sector of the Central 
massif. The project is meeting 
with a high degree of official 
approval at the moment. 

The plan provides for the 
enlargement of the hut below El 
Naranjo de Bulne_s, something 
everyon1: agrees Is necessary. 
Less obviously necessary is the 
enlargement of the huts at La 
Terenosa, Amuesa and the Jou 
de los Cabrones. A fourth, 
completely new hut will be built 
in the virtually untrodden Valle de 
las Moiietas. When finished all 

four huts will offer 80 beds each, 
way in excess of present 
demands. 

So many, so-large huts in so 
small an area are difficult to 
explain when viewed in isolation. 
Two other facts must be taken into 
account however. 

In September 1985, workers 
were sent up to the old shepherds' 
path from La Terenosa to Vega 
Urriellu . Their task was to 
"improve" this difficult but 
magical approach to El Naranjo. 
With power tools and dynamite 
they drilled, cut and blasted a 4-
foot wide swathe across the 
hillside, ignoring or obliterating 
the subtleties of the previous 
track. Those who knew this 
approach before the present act 
of legalised ecological vandalism, 
will mourn its passing and 
deplore the "improvements" 
carried out. 

The new path, new huts - still 
nothing makes sense, at least not 
until the previously mentioned 
cable car system is taken into 
account. The proposal is to force 
a telepherique from Poncebos in 
the Cares gorge, to the isolated 
village of Bulnes. From Bulnes the 
cable car will continue to 
Pandebano, that is to say, to the 
site of the 80-bed hut at La 
Terenosa. Another cable car will 
run to Amuesa, where another 
80-bed hut is planned. From 
Amuesa it is relatively easy to 
reach the Jou de los Cabrones (80-
bed hut), and so go on to reach 
the summit of Torrecerredo, the 
highest peak in the Picas. The Jou 
de los Cabrones is a mere 2-3 
hours from the Vega de Urriellu . 

This sudden interest in the 
Picas i!i open to several 
interpretations. The official 
explanation for the new footpath 
is that it will make it easier to 
supply the hut at Urriellu, as well 
as facilitating the evacuation of 
injured walkers or climbers. The 
cable car is justified on the basis 
of communicating the inhabitants 
of Bul~es with the outside world, 
for which reason the Department 
of Tourism(!) has paid for the 
feasibility study. Other, less 
benevolent explanations, 
centring on the tourist 
massification of the Picas, seem 
to suggest themselves. 

Whatever the explanation, 
however, it is obvious that the 
Picas are in danger of being 
robbed of the primitive beauty 
that has made them so attractive 
!O so many visitors in the past. In 
its h_urryto "get into" Europe, 
Spain would seem to be ready to 
sacrifice one of the few 
outstanding natural areas of high 
~ountain scenery left in Europe, 
1f not the only one. It would be a 
good idea to try and stop this 
happening. 
Robin Walker 

1 Picas de Europa. Robin 
Collomb. West Col Publications. 

2 ICONA lnstituto para la 
Conservacion de la Naturaleza. 

3 FAM Federaci6n Asturiana de 
Montaiiismo - the official body 
of mountaineering in Asturias, 
and as such the "guardian" of 
the Picas! 
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GREAT BRITAIN 

Master's Edge Repeated 

Mark Leach on the crux of M aster's Edge (E7, 6b) at Millstone Edge, 
during his two-day second ascent. Several spectacular falls were taken, 
including one from the finishing jug! Photo: Ritchie Brooks. 
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PEAK DISTRICT 1985 
As a final offering for 1985's Peak 
District rock notes, what follows 
is, in brief, a summary of the 
year's activities. 

So what happened in 1985! All 
the major routes received 
subsequent ascents; a 
resurrected John Allen filled in 
remaining gaps on gritstone, 
Gary Gibson did 1000 new routes, 
a pair of visiting French climbers 
left most climbers with gaping 
jaws and sadly as with all 
athletically extreme activities two 
of Britain's finest climbers 
suffered from wear and tear 
injuries (chronic tendonitis) , a 
warning for all. 

Jerry Moffat and Andy Pollitt, at 
the beginning of '85 both started 
having tendon problems, Moffat 
with his elbows and Pollitt with 
his shoulders. Both these injuries 
were related to constant abuse of 
the joints, i.e. too much climbing 
and too much training. Both 
climbers are undergoing 
treatment and are on the road to 
eventual recovery, the main form 
of treatment being time. In this 
age of ultimately extreme routes, 
requiring ultimate fitness, it is 
worth recognising their injuries 
as a warning and treating your 
body with care. 

On to a more painful note, 
gritstone, most of the new routes 
were climbed at the beginning of 
the year in a continuously cold 
and dry spell. John Allen was 
probably the most active over th is 
period, the best of his routes are: 
Terminator (E5/6 6c) left of Brush 
Off and New Mediterranean (E5/6 
6c) both at Rivel in. On Stanage, 
he climbed the slab to the right of 
Strangler to give $kiddo (E6 6c). 
On Gardoms he climbed the 
obvious roof line to the left of 
Vaya Con Dias: Spanish Fly (E5/6 
6c). The slab to the right of Elder 
Crack on Curbar was traversed 
from left to right to give 
Appointment with Fear (E5 6a). 
Allen's activities culminated in a 
route on Burbage West that he 
thought worthy of the 7a grade: 
West Side Story (E3 7a), took 
several days to complete. 

Obviously others were active 
on gritstone. Al Rouse climbed 
the roof and wall right of 
Remergenceon Burbage North to 
give Blind Date (E5 6c) and 
Johnny Dawes climbed the 
brilliant continuation pitch to 
Silent Spring, Offspring (E6 6b). 
On Curbar he climbed one of the 
more obvious remaining lines, 
White Lines (E6 6c) just left of 
Overtakers Buttress, a particularly 
serious undertaking! 

On limestone, very little of note 
was done; Mark Pretty filled in 
some gaps on Stoney Middleton, 
the best of these being Big Nose 
(E4 6a) just to the right of Little 
Plum's top pitch and Jam 
Sandwich (E5 6b) just to the left of 
Traffic Jam. Al Rouse climbed a 
superb line in the Winnats Pass, 
an old aid route with no less than 
twenty bolts for protection; Rite 
of Way (E5 6b) was the final 
outcome. Quentin Fisher climbed 
the blank looking wall to the right 
of Jezebel: Kingfisher (E5 6b) -
somewhat pretentiously named 
but an excellent addition. On 
Stoney West to the left of Twang's 
direct start Fisher finally 
succeeded on the route he had 
been trying for some time, 
Tequila Tory (E6 6c/7a). Gary 
Gibson, as ever, had an incredibly 

productive year, filling in many 
gaps, mainly in the Chee Dale 
area. Undoubtedly his hardest 
addition was the roof to the left of 
Offal on Two Tier Buttress: 
Systems Malfunction (E5 6b/c), 
and on the Cornice opposite Chee 
Tor he opened up a new section 
of rock with two fine routes, the 
best of these being Cosmopolitan 
(E6 6b). Gibson's greatest 
achievement this year has to be 
his completion of a thousand new 
routes, incredible considering 
most people never get to do a 
thousand routes, let alone new 
ones. 

One of Chee Tor's major blank 
spaces, the wall left of Tequila 
Mockingbird, was filled in by Ben 
Masterson; after a few days of 
effort Boo (E6 6c) came into the 
light! 

At the end of July Britain was 
visited by Parisians Jean-Baptiste 
Tri bout and Antoine LeMenestrel , 
both of whom proceeded to 
repeat all of Britain's hardest 
routes, starting with the second 
and much coveted ascent of 
Moffat's Revelations (E7 6c) on 
Raven's Tor and going on to 
repeat such routes as Verbal 
Abuse (E6 6c), Boo (E6 6c) and 
flashing Indecent Exposure and 
Body Machine, both of which are 
given the E6 grade. 

British climbers managed to 
keep up their own end with the 
likes of Ben Moon, Mark Leach, 
Chris Hamper and Ron Fawcett 
repeating Revelations; Chris Gore 
and Leach repeating Verbal 
Abuse and Gore repeating Boo. 
As with the beginning of the year 
climbers returned to gritstone; 
Masterson did the first on-sight 
and second ascent of Jugged 
Hare on Froggat's Great Slab. As 
the route has no protection he 
saw fit to solo it. Masterson also 
climbed the third ascent of this 
route but due to a scary slip and 
only just managing to stay on the 
rock he won't be doing the fourth 
ascent! 

Mark Leach has had an 
incredible season this year, 
repeating all of last year's 
desparates and adding a few of 
his own (mainly in Yorkshire). 
Undoubtedly his finest 
achievement has to be the second 
ascent of Fawcett's route at 
Millstone, Masters Edge (E7 6b/c); 
not content with this he went on 
to climb the wall between Xanadu 
direct and Great West Road; 
Adios Amigos (E5 6c) . 

Well, the year has certainly 
been a disappointing one for most 
and we can only look forward with 
interest to see what will occur in 
'86, whether or not continental 
styles will come to Britain with 
any conviction (see Ideas . . . this 
issue or next, who knows . . 
Bernard maybe?). Like chalk, bolts 
have now been accepted, so 
where from there? All we have to 
do now is pray for a good 
summer, then we shall see ... 
Chris Gore 

WALES 
Very little of any interest has 
happened in North Wales over 
the past few months. Activity has 
been centred on the fine slate 
slabs in the Llanberis area where 
some notable repeat ascents have 
taken place. 

On The Rainbow Slab, Johnny 
Dawes repeated John Redhead's 
Raped By Affection (E6 6b) and 



Naked Before the Beast (E6 6b). 
He later returned to straighten out 
the latter route at 6c - avoiding the 
deviation with Rainbow. 

In the nearby Vivian Quarry, 
Dawes made a flowing ascent of 
Flashdance! Bell Dance in 
excellent style and to its left Mike 
Thomas repeated Redhead's 
Menstrual Gossip (E6 6b) and 
Pollitt's For Whom the Bell Tolls 
(E6 6b). Thomas then went on to 
add The Spark That Set the Flame 
(E6 6b) up the slab right of this 
buttress using one skyhook 
runner. 

To the right again Dawes added 
Dawes of Perception (E7 6c) up 
the fine hanging slab with one 
bolt runner and a few poor RP's 
for protection. Redhaad had a 
close shave when he narrowly 
missed grounding out during a 
second ascent bid. The route still 
awaits a repeat. 

Up in the top quarries several 
new routes have appeared. Terry 
Taylor and the team have added 
Guillotine (VS), Wusty Woof(E1 ), 
Fool's Gold (E1 ), Solstice (HVS) 
and Equinox (HVS) to the Bus 
Stop crag, but the main lines here 
were to follow when Bill Wayman 
and Paul Williams arrived (by 
bus?). This pair alternated leads 
on Scarlet Runner (E4 6a), 
Massambula (E2/3 5b/c) and 
Virgin on the Ridiculous (E5 6b) 
all described as worthwhile trips. 

On Heading the Shot Wall, 
Dawes climbed Windows of 
Perception (E6 7a), a striking 
diagonal line containing a "blood 
red situ nut"! and one bolt for 
protection. 

Over in the Pass Redhead found 
Ryley Bosvil (E5 6c) up the thin 
crack in a small buttress left of 
Clogwyn Y Grochan. Repeated by 
Dawes with grade confirmed. 

Up on Cyrn Las Long Kesh (E5 
6a/b) takes a fine line above the 
top pitch of The Skull - between 
that and Lubyanka and was the 
creation of Steve Boyden and 
Simon Cardy. 

Nick Dixon and Andy Popp 
grabbed two big lines on Cloggy 
back in the summer. Dinas in the 
Oven (E6) takes the left arete of 
Great Wall while Bold Man, Big 
Willy(E4/5) takes the a rete right of 
The Corner. 

Routes still appear to be found 
on the Ormes but won't appear 
here pending the imminent 
publication of the new guidebook 
to that area. At last climbers will 
be able to use just one guide and 
not three supplements as has 
been the case so far. 

Well, it would have been nice to 
report that Ben Moon's Statement 
of Youth had seen more repeats -
or something equally exciting but 
this year, as we all know, has been 
a real washout. 

The best we can do is to leave 
you with Pat Littlejohn and John 
De Montjoy's almost free ascent 
of Detritus on Little Orme. Two 
rests were used on the first pitch 
and a couple of points on the cave 
pitch above. Nonetheless an 
excellent achievement by this 
team. 
Andy Pollitt 

LAKE DISTRICT 
In the Duddon Valley, Mark 
Radtke and Adrian Ledgeway 
added two routes to Burnt Crag. 
Waking the Witch climbs the big 
groove right of Innocenti at E4 6a, 
and along with Ian Cooksey they 
climbed the valley's hardest 

route, Out of the Ashes, which fits 
' between Double Trouble and 
Innocenti at E5 6b. 

In Borrowdale, Bob Wightman, 
Karen Long and Al Phizacklea 
found a line right of the 
Professional on Long band Crag -
The Sadist (E2 5c). They were up 
there to take photographs of one 
of the existing routes for the 
forthcoming Borrowdale Guide, 
which will be due out in the 
spring. 
Chapel Head Scar 
With the rest of the country 
shivering through November, 
Chapel Head saw a major period 
of development, mainly due to 
the acceptance of bolt runners at 
the crag. 

Al Phizacklea started the ball 
rolling with his often attempted 
line left of Android, with two 
drilled threads for protection. 
Wargames climbs the great 
buttress at E5 6b. Paul Cornforth 
and Pat McVey then climbed a 
direct line above the start of 
Android, Pervers Pepere, which 
includes a bolt protected leap at 
E5 6b. Steve Hubbard and Tony 
Mitchell soon added Bleep and 
Booster at E3/4/5c up a shallow 
groove line to the left of 
Moonchild, a route with marginal 
natural protection. Mitchell then 
climbed the incredible hanging 
headwall right of the second pitch 
of Lunatic to give Darth Vader. 
With two bolts for protection to 
gain the lower niche, it is still an 
exciting E5 6a. Paul Ingham, after 
repeating Wargames and Bleep 
and Booster, climbed a much 
fancied line on the very right hand 
edge of Great Buttress with 
Cornforth, he added two bolts and 
called the result Driller Killer (E4 
6b). Finally, Cornforth climbed the 
audacious wall right of Android at 
E5 6c to give Super Dupont, a very 
sustained line protected by four 
bolts. 

All of the above routes are on 
solid, sound rock which often lead 
to hanging belays below the 
broken upper wall of the buttress. 

Over on Underbarrow Scar, 
Paul Carling and M. Glaister 
climbed the centre of the undercut 
buttress right of Scarfoot 
Chimney to give First Blood, a 
gymnastic E4 6b. 
Al Phizacklea 

YORKSHIRE 
The major event on Yorkshire 
Limestone was at Malham where 
Craig Smith finally resolved his 
long running off/on relationship 
with the bolt protected wall to the 
left of Obsession. L'Obsession(E7 
6b) is a superb addition to the 
crag. There was an error in 
Mountain 106. (Really?) Steve 
Rhodes actually climbed the short 
wall to the left of the very bottom 
bolt ladder, from the stream to 
the main ledge at the foot of the 
Directissima. Rhodes also 
climbed a line just to the right (E5 
6a) and chopped the bolt from 
Staniforth's The Pink Pinkie 
comes to Ma/ham (E3 6a) further 
right still. 

At Trailers Gill Ian Cummings 
used only one bolt runner low 
down to climb the wall right of 
Angel Dust. This serious climb 
was ground fall potential from the 
crux - Cold Turkey (E6 6a). 
Yorkshire's penultimate aid point 
vanished when Chris Sowden 
free-climbed I Travel (E5 6b) at 
Dib Scar. 
Martin Berzins 

BRAZIL 

News Report by Andre llha 

An abnormally rainy summer has 
slowed down for a while the 
speed at which first ascents were 
recently being established in the 
country. But now, with the 
perpetual grey skies apparently 
gone, the anterior pace has been 
resumed by local climbers, all 
bored by the long forced 
inactivity. 

Except for the increased 
sustainedness and seriousness of 
some lines there hasn't been any 
really important raising of free
climbing standards over the last 
twelve months, but merely the 
consolidation of the previous 
achievements. To compensate 
for this, many interesting new 
cliffs in the main climbing areas 
received their first visits, and 
yielded a good number of fine 
face and crack climbs. 

Worthy of mention is also the 
establishment of two big-wall 
climbs in the Serra dos Orgaos 
range, but regrettable episodes 
related to the second one (see 
Letters) were more than enough 
to annul the significance they 
could have had under different 
circumstances. 

Rio de Janeiro City 
Pao-de-Agucar (Sugar Loaf) 
received a lot of attention, 
especially the big spur on its 
South Face. Limiar da Loucura (62 
VII sup A-2/5.11 A-2), for example, 
a six-pitch long variation to 
Lagartao, ascends the improbable 
lefthand side of the spur by an 
intricate line of cracks and blank 
sections in between, finishing by 
an exposed lay-back before 
rejoining Lagartao. This fine 
route, put up by Sergio Tartari, 
Alexandre Portela and Sergio 
Poyares, has mixed protection 
(bolts and nuts) and two short aid 
sections. Xeque-Mate (72 VII sup/ 
5.11 ), work of the same team, is a 
bold line on the opposite face of 
the spur. Starting at Kid- an old 
variation that links the Gallotti 
Chimney to Lagartao - by two 
steep clean-protected crack 
pitches, it then breaks through the 
imposing wall above via scary 
edging moves on questionable 
holds, all protected by bolts. 
Finally, it takes back Gallotti 
several pitches up, following it to 
the top. 

Eu Mato Ouem Roubou Minha 
Cueca (A2) is the obvious crack 
under the roof at the end of the 
Stop Chimney, work of Predrag 
Pancevski and Marcello Ramos, 
while Tico-Tico Nervoso (VI sup/ 
5.10) is a three-pitch variation to 
the initial cracks of Lagartao. It is a 
clean-protected line that has its 
belays at the bolt stances of the 
main route, and was first climbed 
by Andre I Iha, Lucia Duarte and 
Ramos. Cava/a Louco (52V sup/ 
5.10b) is a superb edging route on 
the steep Northwest Face of the 
mountain, put up by Andre 
Sant'Anna, Juarez Fogaga and 

Poyares. It lies between Secundo 
and the West Ridge Route, 
reaching the latter many pitches 
above to follow it to the summit. 

On Morro da Urea, the cliff 
which stands the intermediary 
station of the Pao-de-Agucar's 
cable-car, two nice easy lines 
have been added. The first was 
Cota-200 (22 111/5.6), a right
leaning diagonal face climb that 
finishes almost inside a 
restaurant on the top, work of 
Paulo Ferreira, while 1984 (32111 
sup/5.7), by Mario Arnaud, 
Mauricio Mota and Oswaldo 
Pereira, has its starting point at 
the large vegetation ledge of 
Escarlate, and takes the knobby 
face above. 

The "Acid Wall", on Morro da 
Babil6ni9, received also two new 
routes. Acido Benz6ico (72 Vllsup/ 
5.11 c), on its extreme righthand 
side, was put up by llha and 
Pancevski with one point of aid, 
later eliminated by Tartari. The 
route follows the exposed lip of 
the huge roof below and leaves it 
as soon as possible to go straight 
up the steep wall above. It is a very 
sustained and fingery edging line, 
and the hardest "acid" 
a,ccomplished so far, Between 
Acido Pit6nico and Acido 
Asc6rbico llha and Duarte found 
Acido Linoleico (32 IV/5.7), a 
moderate option to the high 
difficulty of its neighbouring 
climbs. On the left portion of 
Babil6nia's main face Entropia (32 
lllsup/5.7) is a good edging route 
done by Pereira, Luciano Peres, 
Mauricio Abdu and Gustavo 
Hedler. 

Chamonix, an old aid route on 
Agulha do lnhanga, has been 
freed by Marcelo Braga at 52 VII/ 
5.10. On Morro do Cantagalo, llha 
and Braga freed also Arduino 
Sab6ia (first ascent in 1965) at 52 
Vllsup/5.11. 

A very urban cliff named Morro 
do Turano had Cortir;o (32 IV/5.8), 
an edging route done by Hedler 
and Ronalda Paes, as its first line. 

On the lower buttress of Perdido 
do Andarai two short and easy 
edging routes have been climbed 
between the old Doze de 
Fevereiro and lmprensa. They 
were Passatempo (2211/5.4), by 
Dalton Chiarelli, Juratan Camara, 
Pedro Caliano and Rodolfo 
Pajuaba, and Anselmo Pires (32 Ill 
sup15.7), by Pajuaba, Jorge and 
Luciano Barbosa. 

Chiarelli, Caliano and Camara 
discovered also the excellent 
Jubileu (42 Vl/5.10), on Agulha da 
Gavea, a three-pitch face route 
immediately left of the traditional 
Jorge de Castro and two of its 
many variations. 

The first routes on the smooth 
slabs of Morro do Suma re have 
received intense traffic recently, 
and the establishment of a few 
more helped to increase the 
popularity of this cliff among local 
climbers. Ladeirao (32 IV/5.8) is a 
moderate but highly unprotected 
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line to the left of Madame Satii 
done by Braga, who teamed up 
with Ramos to produce the very 
interesting Via das Duvidas (62 VI 
sup/5.11 a), a hard friction climb 
(of course!) between Madame 
Satii and Jardins Suspensos da 
Babilonia. Braga has also 
eliminated the remaining aid 
point on Arrasta-Pe, now 62 VII/ 
5.11, the last one on the whole 
face before the arrival of the 
French guides Yan nick Seigneur 
and Serge Koenig, who did their 
Piranha to the right of Solitude. 
Piranha basically is a continuous 
bolt-ladder with a few moderate 
free moves near the end, a poor 
addition to a wall where every 
previous route had been achieved 
in good style, demanding much 
more labour than a single drilling 
push just to call it first ascent. 

Morro do Suman~ has two other 
major rocky outcrops (far from 
the above-mentioned one) on its 
vast forest-covered slopes. One 
of them possesses a single climb, 
Gardea/ (32111/5.6), put up as early 
as 1970 by a large party, and the 
other, due to its relatively difficult 
access, was only to receive its first 
route this year: Kika (42 Vl/5.10), a 
fine friction and edging climb 
protected by bolts, which 
unfortunately equip also some 
good cracks on the line. 

On nearby Corcovado Romain 
Vogler and Rauber Rolf 
(Switzerland) managed to do the 
third ascent of Tragados pelo 
Tempo in one and a half days, 
finding it bold and harder than 
they had expected; the fourth 
ascent was accomplished shortly 
after byTartari and Paya res in two 
days. 

Ecologia (62 VI sup/5.11 a) is an 
edging route discovered on Pedra 
da Gavea by Hedler, Pereira and 
Arnaud. It begins at the initial 
pitch of the classic Bip-Bip (22 Ill/ 
5.6) traverse, and ascends the 
steep wall above. Though some 
aid points had been used by the 
first ascent party, they were later 
eliminated by Poyares, who 
reported the route to be very 
demanding in its free version. 

The imposing rock face of Pico 
dos Ouatro, the highest yet 
unclimbed in Rio up to this year, 
provided a spectacular route to 
Portela, Ramos, Bruno Cruz and 
Carlos Ribeiro: Sinfonia do Delfrio 
(72 VII A-2/5.11 A-2) takes a thin 
diagonal crack for three whole 
pitches, aided for cleaning prior 
to being free climbed, after which 
some free moves lead to a vast 
vegetation ledge. At this point a 
huge right-facing all free dihedral 
followed by a short aid section 
complete this great climb, that 
sports very few bolts on its entire 
length. 

/Iha, Ribeiro, Anthony Adler and 
Marcos da Silveira climbed 
Zaratustra (52Vl//5.10+ ), on Pedra 
Bonita. Basically an easy clean
protected crack climb, it has 
though a strenuous off-width crux 
half-way up, and can be considered 
as the natural prolongation of 
Kryptossolita. 

On Morro da Pena Chiarelli, 
Pajuaba and Camara found Cali 
(32 V/5.9), a beautiful three-pitch 
edging route that surely ranks 
among the best in its grade here, 
and that has opened many eyes 
to other potential lines on the 
central section of the cliff. To its 
left, Camara hasdonethefirstfree 
ascent of Amelia Porto, at 42 V 
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sup/5.10a/b, now another fine 
climb. 

Genesis, on Pico da Tijuca, was 
freed by Poyares at 42 V//5.1 Ob. 
Tijuca-Mirim, a subsidiary rocky 
summit of this mountain, saw a 
lot of activity on its many cracks. 
Jairjuana (62 VI sup/5.1 0+ ), for 
example, on the extreme 
righthand side of the crag, is a 
superb and varied route done by 
Tartari, Portela and Poyares with 
some aid, later eliminated by 
Tartari. Immediately left of the 
initial chimney of Crocodilo 
Tartari, Poyares and Sergio Bruno 
climbed a one-pitch crack named 
Fissurim (221// sup/5.7). Further 
left, /Iha and Guilherme Ferrer did 
Fogo Morta (42 V/5.9), a fine lay
backing climb. These three routes 
are completely clean-protected, 
except for the beginning of 
Jairjuana, formerly an old 
unfinished line sporting a few 
rusty bolts placed decades ago. 
Finally, two aid cracks have been 
done between Fogo Morta and 
the Vitoria Chimney: Primus, by 
Hedler, Paes and Pereira and 
Maldita, by Tartari, Bruno and 
Poyares, both A-2. 
Petro polis 
On a small and nameless cliff at 
the Caititu district Antonio 
Magalhaes, who continues to 
discover many interesting new 
climbs in the area, has put up 
three fine new routes: Caititu (32 
IV/5.8), a friction and edging climb 
done with Jeferson da Costa, 
Marcia Koptcke and William 
Walsh; Gasca de Cobra (42 V/5.9), 
a variation start to that route 
consisting in a one-pitch right
facing dihedral done with Costa, 
all protected by nuts; and Cidade 
das Formigas (32 V/5.9), a thin 
crack solely protected by RP's that 
accompanies the edge of the 
Gasca de Cobra dihedral, done 
with visiting climber Michael 
Peters (USA). 

Magalhaes and Peters have 
also put up La Vaca (Vl/5.10), on 
Morro da Formiga, an elegant 
one-pitch crack that serves as a 
variation start to the old - and 
mediocre - El Toro. Immediately 
right of Gato Negro Magalhaes 
and /Iha climbed Leopardo (52 VII/ 
5.10), a clean-protected lay-back. 

On a nameless crag at the 
Caxambu district Costa and 
Koptcke climbed two short clean
protected crack climbs, Capitiio 
Buzina and Mephisto, both 32 IV 
sup/5.8. 

Gabriel Fonseca's summering 
house, at the Paya Fundo district, 
offers a luxury that every climber 
would like to possess, too: a 
reasonable rock face by the back
yard displaying many possibilities 
for fine new routes. The first climb 
established there (the mountain 
has no name) was Tira-Gosto (32 
IV/5.8), a short face line on which 
the host was accompanied by 
Braga and Claudio Argento. Later, 
Fonseca, Braga and Fernando 
Fajardo climbed Mordomia (42 
Vl/5.10b) and El Capetiio (52V sup/ 
5.10a), two interesting face 
climbs; the latter is several 
pitches long and is the best route 
yet done there. 

The s1,1perb North Face Route of 
Mae-D'Agua had its two 
remaining aid points eliminated 
by Sergio Bruno, raising the grade 
of the climb to 62 V/1I/5.11 + . This 
difficult friction pitch is now one 
of the hardest in the country, and 
a second free ascent is still to be 
done. 

ltatiaia 
Modern climbing has finally 
arrived at the ltatiaia range, if not 
for the difficulty of its new routes, 
at least for the clean style 
employed to achieve them. 
Responsible for this have been 
both the recent visits paid by Rio's 
climbers and the work ofthe small 
- but dedicated - local climbing 
circle, which opted for the 
adoption of clean procedures on 
their mountains, and regrets the 
harm once caused by the action 
of the old bolt squad there. 

Marcos da Silveira discovered 
two varied routes on the broad 
and complex West Fate of 
Agulhas Negras, highest peak in 
the massif: Vov6 Milaca, with 
Andre Horta and Valeria Conforto, 
and Travessura Carioca, with 
Ramos and Ribeiro, both 221// /5.6. 
GEAN (62 Vl/5.10) is a reportedly 
committing chimney route done 
by Jorge and Julio Spanner with 
Nelia Sampaia, and Aspirina (32 
111/5.6) is a contribution of Ramos, 
Ribeiro, Conforto and Jobson de 
Oliveira to the same face. 

On the beautiful group of Asa 
de Hermes, a northern satellite of 
the Agulhas Negras, Ramos, 
Ribeiro, Oliveira and Eduardo 
Peixoto f9und a crack climb called 
Berra D'Agua (42 IV/5.8), while 
Jari Lobo anp Jorge Tesliuk put 
up Pingo D'Agua (22 111/5.6). 

On the Prateleiras group two 
fine clean-protected crack climbs 
have been added to the West side: 
Calafrio (62 Vl/5.10- 1 pt), by 
Ramos and many partners, and 
Santa Cruz (4Q Vl/5.10- 1 pt), by 
Hedler and Fonseca. Elsewhere in 
the Prateleiras Luiz Carlos and 
Orlando Montenegro did Ano 
Novo (32 /V sup/5.8), a mixed
protected climb. 

Friburgo 
Sergio Poyares led the first free 
ascent of the classic and aesthetic 
East Face Route of Pico Maior de 
Friburgo at 62 VI sup/5.11 a. 

ltacoatiara 
Yannick Seigneur and Serge 
Koenig climbed a new line on the 
Southwest Face of Alto Mouriio -
Comex (TQ) - which tallows 
Leonardo Alvarez's A Luz do 
Entardecerfor many pitches, 
adding several extra bolts to it 
before turning left to establish an 
independent finish. (Question: 
what would happen to a Brazilian 
climber if he was to go to Verdon 
and add bolts to any established 
route there? And would the 
French guides do the same on 
their home climbs or would they 
respect their original conception 
instead?) 
llha Granda 
This large oceanic island, close to 
the Rio de Janeiro coast, has a 
wonderful beach line surrounding 
its forested moutainous centre, 
where some rock walls crop out 
from the dense vegetation, 
exhibiting good possibilities for 
new routes. One of the most 
obvious of these unclimbed lines, 
on Pico do Papagaio, gave to /Iha, 
Duarte and Silveira Xilindr6 (32 IV 
sup/5.9), a one-pitch arete, but 
much more is expected to be done 
there in the future. 

Serra do Lenheiro 
Andre /Iha and Lucia Duarte 
discovered excellent new lines in 
this fine quartzite range at the 
Minas Gerais State during a one 
week stay. Opera Selvagem (4°V/ 

5.9), for instance, on the Middle 
Spire, is an exhilarating crack 
route at the left border of the 
Panico na Colmeia Chimney, with 
several overhanging - but never 
too difficult - passages. 

Rubycon (3° IV sup/5.8) is 
another crack climb on the Lower 
Spire, while Alta Tensiio (5° V/ 
5.10a) and O Retorno dasAbelhas 
(5° VI sup/5.10+), on the same 
cliff, are two steep edging routes 
protected by nuts placed in 
shallow cracks or between large 
knobs, the former being subject 
to a scary ground fall. 

Jufzo Final (3° IV/5.7) is an 
enjoyable face climb similarly 
protected on the shattered crags 
near the Lower Spire; further left, 
three other earlier lines have also 
been done by them. All of these 
routes are completely clean
protected. 

Serra dos 6rgaos 
A French expedition composed of 
Patrick Gabarrou, Alexis Long, 
Yannick Seigneur and Serge 
Koenig, joined by local climber 
Predrag Pancevski (and friends of 
his who helped the group to carry 
their many heavy packs of gear), 
attempted the virgin Southwest 
Face of Garrafiio but retreated 
after the first 60 metres. Lack of 
previous reconnaissance and 
disagreement among the 
members of the party (Yan nick 
and Serge versus the rest) seem 
to be the main reasons for their 
desistance. 

Months later, a Swiss team -
Romain Vogler, Rauber Rolf and 
Jacques Richard - with Pancevski 
again managed to climb the face 
by a different line after two multi
day attempts. Crazy Muzungu 
(TD+ A-2/7° A-2) is approximately 
700m long and takes a large crack 
system for its most part until 
reaching the mountain's vast 
shoulder, from which a few more 
moves and a hook pitch on the 
"cork" (Garrafao means "big 
bottle") put them on the summit. 
A couple of vegetated bottom 
pitches were aided with drilled 
hook placements and eventual 
spitzes for protection, while 
above the route alternated free 
and aid passages, but bolts were 
used to equip every belay stance. 
Andre /Iha 

AFRICA 

Kilimanjaro: 
Large Increase in Peak Fees 
Appended below are the new 
Kilimanjaro expedition rates 
including park entry fees based 
on 5 days 4 nights round trip. 

One climber - T. Shs. 3200 plus 
200 US$ - Park/Hut Fees 
Two Climbers - Each T. Shs. 3000 
plus 190 US$ - Park/Hut Fees 
Four and above climbers - Each T. 
Shs. 2800 plus 175 US$ - Park/Hut 
Fees 
One Extra Day - T. Shs. 650 
Payments include: - Porters with 
their rations, guide, 
accommodation F/B in the huts 
and rescue fees. 

Payments do not include 
charges for climbing equipment 
which may be hired at organizing 
hotels - Kibo Hotel, Marangu 
Hotel and the Kl NAPA Hostel. 
Also accommodation for pre/post 
climbing days is not included in 
the above quotations. 



POLAND 

Report by Piotr Korczak and Jacek Ostaszewski 
Polar,,d, when compared with 
France or Czechoslovakia, 
appears to be a country with little 
scope for modern free climbing. 
A remarkably small area of 
mountains and precious few 
"klettergartens" have 
nonetheless produced many 
excellent "Himalayanists" as well 
as a new "eighties" generation 
fu I ly devoted to free rock 
climbing . 

The understanding of free 
climbing in Poland is peculiar. In 
the course of time the sport has 
developed in three parallel 
directions : top roping, free 
climbing (sensu stricto) and 
soloing. For that reason Poland is 
most probably the only country in 
Europe, and possibly in the world, 
where a guidebook lists the 
names of three men who first 
ascended a route: the first one the 
climber using top roping, the 
second the man who lead the 
pitch, and the third the soloist. It is 
only recently that we have 
witnessed the forming of a group 
of purist climbers who oppose top 
roping of any kind. This situation, 
though it may be paradoxical for 
a Western climber, finds its 
justification in the wide variety of 
rock climbing practised in Poland. 
Besides the types already 
mentioned, Crimean competition 
climbing, speed climbing on great 
walls or bouldering also enjoy 
great popularity. 

It is also surprising that the 
supporters of each style co-exist 
fairly peacefully on our scanty 
rocks. The wide diversity of style 
has caused simultaneous use of 
four grading systems. The 
U.I.A.A. system used in the Tatra 
Mountains is generally 
recognised as a basis for grade 
comparison. The Saxon grading 
system prevails in Sandstone 
areas (Stofowe Mts). The 
Kurtyka's (as well as the Cracow) 
system has become the most 
popular and as such may be called 
the Polish grading system. Its idea 
is based on adding subsequent 
subgrades (Vl.1, Vl.2, Vl.3 etc.) to 
the VI U.I.A.A. grade. It is open
ended, presently the last 
established grade is Vl.5. In this 
way grade VI remains the highest, 
this notion deeply rooted to two 
or three klettergartens. 

It is similar to the Cracow 
system, but the addition of sub
grades begins with VU .I.A.A. 
grade (5.1 5.2 5.3 etc.) 

Today in Poland we can 
distinguish three " schools" of 
free climbing (sensu stricto) : 
1. The Cracow School. It allows 
for previewing the route by a top 
roped ascent. The leading of a 
route is considered to be the 
second phase of its conquest, 
followed by the solo ascent. The 
use of previously placed bolts is 
accepted. 
2. The l'..6dz Style (The Purists). 
They do not accept top-roping at 
all. Protection is from chocks, 
friends, crack'n-ups etc. but never 
pitons or bolts . Rings are the only 
accepted in situ belays, yet there 
are but a few of them around. 
Previewing and pre-cleaning is 
treated as breaking the rules. 
Yo-yoing is allowed and becomes 
normal practice on more difficult 

routes. 
3. The Saxon School. Restricted 
to Sandstone areas. Its followers 
adhere consistently to the 
obsolete Saxon regulations. It is 
the only school allowing rest 
points. Others regard them as aid 
which completely discredits the 
ascent. 

There are no set rules for 
climbing in the Tatras so the style 
is a mixture of various trends. 
Obviously, rest points are 
unacceptable. The notable 
characteristic feature is the wide 
use of pitons. 

The climbing styles described 
earlier, especially the Cracow and 
the l'..6dz School exist to a large 
extent only as ideal conceptions. 
In reality they have few strict 
adherents. The majority of people 
change their style depending on 
the situation . 

In Poland, as in other countries 
of Eastern Europe, there is, in 
theory, no professional sport. It 
also applies to climbing . If 
climbing cannot provide the 
means of living, it may very well 
become the meaning of life. 

In everyday reality, where 
everybody must earn his living, 
the place of residence is of great 
importance. If you live near a 
klettergarten your training may 
yield success. Compared with 
such strong nations as France, 
West Germany, USA and the 
United Kingdom, top Polish 
climbers are not numerous - only 
a few people are able to lead 
pitches more difficult than grade 
VIII (Vl.3). Proper equipment is 
another problem. While Bachar 
or Moffat can advertise excellent 
Fire rock boots, a Polish climber 
has to be content with football 
shoes whose soles are covered 
with rubber. Buying neither 
"objective difficulties " nor rock 
problems can stop us. This is 
simply the Polish approach to free 
climbing . 
Piotr Korczak and Jacek 
Ostaszewski 

U.I.A.A. 
GRADE 

SYSTEM 

VI 

VI + 

VII -

VII 

VII + 

VIII -

VIII + 

IX

IX-

IX 

IX+ 

X 

POLISH 
GRADE 

SYSTEM 

VI 

VI + 

Vl.1 

Vl.1+ 

Vl.2 

Vl.2 + 

Vl.3+ 

Vl.4 

Vl.4+ 

Vl.4+ 

Vl.5 

This comparison is valid up to the 
U.I.A.A. Grade VIII, in the higher 
grades some differences are 
possible. 

Above: Piotr Korczak making the first free ascent of Chinski Maharadza 
(Chinese Maharaja). This route graded at V/.5 is one of the hardest in 
Poland. Photo: Skalki Podkrakowskie. Below: Nienasycenie; the second 
pitch graded V/.5 was climbed by Piotr Korczak in 1984. 
Photo: Skalki Podkrakowskie. 
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SCOTTISH CLIMBING SINCE 
1945-A Squirrel 's Eye View of the West 
Kenny Spence 
As with all histories, there are problems in obtaining a perspective on recent developments. This has 
been well illustrated in recent writings on activity south of the Border, some of which are positively 
Stalinist in their ability to make the past subservient to present principles or particular interests. 

Mountain has tried to broach the problem of the History of Scottish climbing by commissioning three 
pieces, Bill Murray on Scotland: The Thirties appeared in Mountain 98, Andy Nisbet's on the 
Cairngorms in Mountain 105, and now Kenny Spence 's extensively researched piece on Scottish 
Climbing on the West side of the Country since 1945. This last was undoubtedly the toughest 
assignment, and its themes, priorities and conclusions will doubtless prove controversial. That is as it 
should be, especially in a climbing scene which remains remarkable for its magnificent opportunities 
and acutely sectarian attitudes. Paul Nunn 
The Creag Dhu Ascendancy - 1946 - 1956 

In Glencoe in June 1947, a 23 year old 
Glaswegian , John Cunningham , climbed 
Gallows Route on the East Face of North 
Buttress on the Buachaille. Short , tortuous , 
poorly protected and strenuous, it followed 
no obvious feature. Climbed in gym shoes, 
it remains El. If "modern" in rock climbing 
means athletic and technical, as opposed to 
the romance of summits, sunsets and routes 
which finish on tops, Cunningham's Gallows 
made him Scotland's first modern master. 

In 1946 on the same cliff, Cunningham 
with McGonigle had climbed Crows Nest 
Crack (VS) and with Smith Autumn Slab 
(HVS) on the Rannoch Wall . Cunningham's 
energetic approach and his frequent partner 
Bill Smith's consistency and strength made 
a strong team, even for the Creag Dhu , 
which contained in the 1950's a caucus of 
~ood climbers, including George Shields 
(2nd ascent Kipling's Groove) , Charley 
Vigano , Mick Noon, Pat Walsh and John 
McLean. 

In 1948 Cunningham and Smith tackled 
the tall narrow West Face of North Buttress 
(Slime Wall) on the Buachaille for the first 
time. They climbed Guerdon Grooves (VS) 
and Cunningham also climbed Dead man's 
Groove (VS) on the Cobbler with S. Smith. 
In the summers of 1951 and 52, the 
Buachaille's steep walls saw a spate of 
routes. On Rannoch WalJ Maclnnes , Vigano 
and Hope climbed Engineer's Crack, now 
free at El, and Peasants Passage (HVS) 
(Rowney, Maclnnes) . Elsewhere , Smith, 
with Maclnnes , climbed the impressive 
Gladiator's Groove (HVS) on the South 
Peak of the Cobbler. 

Slime Wall was pre-eminent. One of the 
post war period's strongest climbers , Pat 
Walsh , with Maclnnes and Lawrie , led 
Bludger's Route (HVS). Ten years younger 
than Cunningham , Walsh was built in the 
Whillans mould , strong, naturally gifted, 
with new route imagination. They differed 
only in temperament. Walsh was usually 
easy going , though he would occasionally 
ask friends to hold his glasses, and had a 
pathological dislike for loud juke boxes. 

The Creag Dhu were all-rounders and in 
February 1953 over 7 da-ys , "Machines" 
Maclnnes climbed Agag's Groove (V) with 
MacPhail (followed by Bonington , Ham
mond and McIntosh), Crowberry Ridge 
(V) and Raven's Gully(V) with Bonington . 
Earlier near success on Raven's was even 
more impressive . 

Maclnnes thought Crowberry hardest , 
then Agag's and last Ravens . Agag's has 
just had a third ascent in difficult condi-
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tions , which rated at least a grade harder 
than Raven's. While the similar Eagle 
Ridge of Lochnagar , done a month previ
ously, is now classic, Agag's Groove and 
Crowberry Ridge are ignored. The crux of 
Crowberry Ridge had in fact been climbed 
by John Small several years before - a con
siderable achievement. Crampons had 
recently come into general use and were 
worn , although socks were used on some 
harder pitches . 

In the summer of 1954, Walsh and Vigano 
climbed the short hard Brevity Crack 
(HVS) on the Buachaille. Joe Brown and 
Don Whillans , acting on information 
received from Jimmy Marshall in the 
Biolet , Chamonix, stole to Ben Nevis and 
climbed Sassenach (free E2). Etive 
exploration began too when the Cambridge 
University group of Langmuir, O'Hara and 
Mallinson found Spartan Slab (VS) before 
going on with their friends to monopolize 
early rock climbing development at 
Carnmore in the north . 

In Summer 1955, on Aonach Dubh , Cun
ningham and Noon climbed the tremendous 
Boomerang (VS) . On the Buachaille Walsh 
and Smith did Mainbrack Crack (HVS) and 
Walsh and Cunningham Pendulum (E2). 
On the Cobbler's North Peak , Cunningham 
led the Nook, hard then and free (E2). 
Perhaps Walsh's most productive and 
impressive season was 1956 with a blitz on 
Slime Wall , doing Bloody Crack (HVS~ 

!Walsh, Crawford); Revelation (VS 
Walsh , Vigano), Doom Arete (HVS 
Walsh , Vigano) and Nightmare Traverse 
Walsh , Noon). Nightmare Traverse has 

never been relocated, because subsequent 
attempts have been made in daylight , and 
Walsh's bad eyesight prevented accurate 
description . Whillans returned to Ben 
Nevis with Bob Downes , perhaps the best 
rockclimber of the CUMC in the 1950's, 
and climbed two of the finest routes in 
Scotland - Centurion (HVS) and the Shield 
(HVS) on Carn Dearg Buttress , a year 
before Downes' death from oedema on 
Masherbrum. 

In February 1957, Tom Patey, Maclnnes 
and Nicol ended a long saga when they 
climbed Zero Gully (V) on Ben Nevis . 

That summer Mick Noon started on the 
Etive Slabs, doing Hammer (HVS) (Noon, 
Cunningham) and Swastika (El) (Noon, 
Taylor), a most impressive lead for the 
time. 
Edinburgh Strikes Back: 1957-63 

The hardest route of summer 1957 was 
Club Crack on the Cobbler. After repeated 
attempts and falls by Creag Dhu members , 

Walsh succeeded, producing a route which 
at E2+ is probably slightly harder than the 
later Shibboleth. A month later, close by , 
Robin Smith climbed G/ueless Groove 
(El). Two things were deduced - the young 
Smith was good with words and very good at 
climbing. From Edinburgh, educated at a 
fee-paying school and University , he wrote 
marvellous accounts of climbing exploits, 
and was instinctively drawn towards the 
Scottish Mountaineering Club. In short, 
Smith was what the Creag Dhu might have 
called a typical "Edinburry bastard", had 
they not shared a common sport and mutual 
respect. Happily, competition was a major 
part of the game, and in Robin Smith the 
Creag Dhu could "sea anemone", as 
Dougal Haston might have written , because 
he had also gone to University and had read 
James Joyce. 

Haston was three years younger than 
Smith, of different character, and a good 
example of how personality dictates what 
form particular involvement in climbing will 
take . I think it true to say that Scotland did 
not suit Dougal and that he contributed little 
here . His best Scottish routes, Hee-haw and 
Big Ride, Kneepad and Inbred, are not 
technically difficult - only the Big Ride 
exceeding HVS. They do feel bold to lead , 
and for an on-sight first ascent, very 
impressive. These factors and a phenomenal 
commitment on big routes, go a long way to 
explaining his future successes on the Eiger, 
Annapurna and Everest. 

Jimmy Marshall was the oldest of the 
active group. Eight years older than Smith , 
he was initially hampered by shortage of 
partners in Edinburgh, hence the ties with 
the Creag Dhu. Although a very good rock 
climber, Marshall soon dominated winter 
climbing. By 1957 he had laid foundations 
for future winter routes with ascents like 
Scabbard Chimney (IV) on Stob Coire nan 
Lochan. 

Neil MacNiven was five years younger 
than Smith and with longer life might have 
pushed standards higher , anticipating the 
future in Scotland with interest in outcrop 
climbing, where most of his major first 
ascents were made. 

In Marshall , Haston and MacNiven , 
Scotland had the winter climber, big moun
tain climber , and rock climber. Robin 
Smith personified all three traits to produce 
a climber whose appetite for all aspects of 
the sport became legend. 

Contemporaries and companions were 
other climbers of high calibre and played 
major parts in the routes of the day - Elly 
Moriarty , Ronnie Marshall , Robin 



Campbell, Holt, Wightman, Stenhouse, 
Leaver, Frazer, Tiso, Ritchie and Lovat. 
On the same day, in December 1957, the 
two main exponents from Edinburgh 
climbed the two Cuneiform Buttress routes 
on the Buachaille in winter conditions. 
Smith and Leaver did Long Chimney (IV) 
and Marshall, Mill and Ritchie Ordinary 
Route (IV). 

In January 1958, Marshall ascended Ita
lian Climb (IV) on Ben Nevis with McCor
quodale and Ritchie, while brother Ronnie 
climbed North Face Route (IV/V) with 
Stenhouse, a hard mixed route on the 
Buachaille. 

Summer 1958 produced tremendous rock 
routes. In May, Cunningham and Noon 
climbed Long Walk on Etive Slabs (El). 
Smith with Leaver ascended Shibbolet,'i on 
Slime Wall, wedged between Guerdon 
Grooves and Bludgers. It was his finest 
route, E2, serious, poorly protected and 
one of the hardest in the country. ( Vector at 
Tremadog and Extol on Dove Crag were 
climbed two years later, Cenotaph Corner 
four years before). 

From the beginning the Creag Dhu had 
maintained high rock standards. In August 
1958 Cunningham and Noon finished Car
nivore (E2), a devious route tried earlier by 
Whillans and Cunningham when Don had 
cracked the serious first pitch. In the same 
month Cunningham produced that darling 
of routes, Bluebell Grooves on the 
Buachaille - the longest route in Scottish 
climbing history. 

The following winter was equally produc
tive. MacLean the "White Hope" of 
another generation of creag dhus and Noon 
produced a tremendous mixed route, 
Diamond Buttress (IV) on Bi dean. On Ben 
Nevis, Point Five Gully (V) was ascended 
by Alexander, Clough, Pipes and Shaw in a 
siege over several days. Smith and Holt 
climbed the Tower Face of Comb Buttress 
(IV). Then came the first true winter ascent 
on the Orion Face (V) using Epsilon Chim
ney to reach North East Buttress. On the 
same day in Glencoe, a nervous Jimmy 
Marshall (he knew where Smith was) 
repeated Raven's Gully with Cunningham. 

February 1959 brought Marshall's turn. 
On the 1st came Hadrian's Wall (IV) on the 
Ben, with Patey and Brooker. A week later 
Marshall with Tiso climbed Smith's Gully 
(V) at Creag Meaghaidh. Next day came 
1959 Face Route (IV) with Haston and 
Sten house and two days later Minus 2 Gully 
(V). (Smith's Gully was climbed on the 
same day as the Labyrinth on Creag an 
Dubh Loch). Clough was also active on Ben 
Nevis. 

In May 1959, Smith with Hughes 
capitalised on another surprising Whillans 
retreat by climbing Yo-Yo (El) on Aonach 
Dubh . In June, Smith, with McLean, added 
Shibboleth True Finish (E2) extending it to 
the top of Slime Wall. This was typical of 
Smith. Most rock routes were "worked at", 
few taking less than two days. As with Club 
Crack and others, this "professional " 
approach helps explain the emergence of 
the ultra-difficult route of the day, as of 
course happens now. 

On Aonach Dubh, the huge corner of the 
steep face of East Buttress was noted by 
Marshall as he descended from Bidean. He 
let this slip, and Smith went for it, but 
failed . Marshall returned with Leaver and 
found Trapeze (El), probably his best rock 
route. Haston and Moriarty followed with 
Hee-Haw (HVS). 

After the Alps, Smith concentrated his 
activities on Ben Nevis and with Haston 
finally climbed The Bat (E2), after the 
attrition of earlier attempts. 

Ice climbing '50s style! No crampons, step-cutting a fine art, direct tie on the rope -
definitely no game for the squeamish! Douglas Scott, on water ice on Junction Pitch, 
Crowberry Gully, Buachaille Etive Mor. Photo: Tom Weir. 

In February 1960, three things combined 
to produce a high point in Scottish climbing 
history - Smith, Marshall, and ideal condi
tions. In a week they climbed Minus Three 
Gully (IV), Gardy loo Buttress (V), Pigott's 
Route on the Comb (IV) the Orion Face 
Direct (V) and made a ten hour second 
ascent of Point Five Gully. This was the 
high point of ice climbing using the step cut
ting process. Clough was again active on 
Ben Nevis. On Creag Meadhaidh, North 
Post (V) was climbed by Patey with 
Deacon, and McLeod with Danelet. 

Thereafter, the impetus waned (especially 
in winter). For three years rock routes were 
produced, but few matched the best of 
previous years. 

On the Etive Slabs Marshall and Ritchie 
did the Pause (HVS) and Marshall Jaywalk 
(El) with Moriarty and Stenhouse. In Glen-

coe, Smith with Ritchie produced the route
finding problem Marshall's Wall (El), after 
a failure by his arch rival. 

A month later, on Aonach Dubh, the 
Freak-Out saga started. Pat Walsh 
ascended the present line of Crocodile to 
belay on the girdling ledge. For years his 
high point, ten feet higher, was marked by a 
peg. Walsh moved south to Manchester and 
made little further impact in Scotland, 
though he retained the highest levels of 
ability on outcrops, making early solo 
repeats or leads of some of the hardest 
English climbs of the day, and characteristi
cally climbed "Walsh's Groove" on Clogwyn 
d'ur Arddu's West Buttress Eliminate by 
mistake. 

In 1961 , just to the left of Trapeze, Smith 
and Jimmy Gardner climbed The Big Top 
(HVS) and with Wight)Jlan and Smith, Bog-
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gle on Ben Eighe's Eastern Ramparts. 

1962 began with the Girdle Traverse on 
the North Face of Aonach Dubh, since 
freed at E2. Worked out in bits by Smith , 
Robin Campbell came for the complete 
ascent and Haston and MacNiven joined in 
at the Barrier Pitch. Whillans enjoyed 
revenge with Carnivore Direct Finish (E2), 
now the accepted route. 

On Ben Nevis, over the same three year 
period the best route was Tarro (E2) by 
McLean, W Smith and Gordon. 

Outcrop climbing was starting in earnest 
and MacNiven really took to it. Main routes 
climbed at Craig-a-Barns, Dunkeld, over 
this period were Squirm and Corpse, both 
subsequently freed at E2. 

The Interregnum: 1963-73 
The 10 years from 1963 constitute an 

interregnum in Scottish climbing. Smith 
died on Peak Communism with Wilfred 
Noyce in 1963, and MacNiven was killed. 
Marshall and Haston remained active, until 
the latter settled in Switzerland. New names 
in the New Routes Section of the SMC 
Journal were Bathgate, Robertson, 
MacEacheran, Knight, McKeith, Harper, 
Brumfitt, Renny, Burnett, MacDonald, 
Sproul, Ewins, Pryde and others, members 
of the Edinburgh Squirrels Club. 

In October 1963, Brian Robertson with 
McLean aided the overhanging crack of Rat 
Race on Upper Cave Crag at Dunkeld. 
Pegging was seen as a major part of climbing 
as the Dolomites and Yosemite were in 
vogue. Robertson spent time in England 
and Wales and about 6 seasons in the Dolo
mites, and McKeith was to be part of the 5th 
(1st British) ascent of North America Wall. 

At home in October 1963, Robertson 
made the first free ascent of White Wall 
Crack (El) Buachaille Etive Mor. As with 
Smith and Co. before, free rock climbing 
and bouldering were important. They spent 
many evenings on Edinburgh's Salisbury 
Crags and the Curry Railway Walls. 

Snow and ice expertise remained essen
tial, with pegging and free climbing experi
ence a passport to travel, exploration and 
big mountains. To the Squirrels this was 
what climbing was about. 

In the winter of 1963/64, Bathgate and 
MacEacheran made the 3rd ascent of Point 
Five Gully. At Creag Meaghaidh, Knight 
and MacEacheran made the first complete 
ascent of the South Post Direct (V) and 
Robertson, Cairn and Harper did likewise 
on the Centre Post Direct (V). 

The following summer (1964) Robertson 
with Graham and Harper climbed King 
Kong (E2) on Carn Dearg in a not entirely 
successful attempt to produce a route to 
rank alongside Smith's best. Elsewhere, 
Haston with Campbell climbed the Big 
Ride (E2) on the Etive Slabs and Inbred 
(HVS) at Creag Dubh with Gooding. At 
Dumbarton Rock and elsewhere outcrops 
were becoming more popular. Hard routes 
(the Nailweg, Wind1ammer, Desperado) 
were put up by Brian Shields. Connolly, 
Houston and Haggert were involved, the 
latter a member of the Etive Club including 
Hamish Small, Jimmy Graham and Drew 
Campbell, who were active up north. 

Winter 1964/65 saw good routes in Glen
coe, The Screen (IV) (Bathgate and 
Brumfitt) and on Ben Nevis, The Curtain 
(V) (Knight, Bathgate) and Liquidator(V) 
(MacEacheran, Renny), a line of steep iced 
grooves on the right edge of Observatory 
Buttress. Biggest expedition of the winter 
was the first winter traverse of the Cuillin 
Ridge in Skye by Patey, Robertson, Davy 
Crabbe and Macinnes, with a near follow-
16 

ing second ascent by Moriarty and Tiso . 
The remainder of 1965 , 1966 and 1967 

saw few major routes in winter. Good 
summer routes were climbed, but few of 
outstanding value. At Etive Valkyrie (El), 
(Robertson, Harper) , in Glencoe, Marshall 
and Campbell climbed the big corner line of 
Unicorn (El) on South Buttress, Coire nan 
Lochan, outracing Rowe and Sproul who 
climbed Duel on Summit Buttress. 
Bathgate and McKeith aided Freak Out. 

In Arran on Benin Tarsuinn's Meadow 
Face, Rowe and Dundas did Boggle and 
Galbraith and McKeith Brachistochrone, 
since freed by Ian Duckworth at El. 

Old men were being attacked all over the 
highlands and islands. Most famous was the 
Old Man of Hoy in Orkney which was 
assaulted by Baillie, Bonington and Patey. 
In the far north on Creag Urbhard, Foinaven, 
Bathgate and Pryde did Crawlie Mouzie. 
This competitive aside was aimed at a 
climbing group called the Corrie Mulzie, 
after the Glen beside Seana Braigh in the 
Northern Highlands. It was formed by 
Philip Tranter (the first person to complete 
all of the Munros twice), in 1964, and 
included Blythe Wright, Will Thomson, 
Will Fraser, and Ian Rowe amongst others. 
The main interest of this group was in the 
Northern Highlands where they discovered 
cliffs like Alladale Slabs and Binnein Shuas 
and climbed many routes. Amongst their 
best was Rowe and Tranter's Gamma Gully 
(IV), on Sgurr nan Clach Geala. Tranter 
died in a fall shortly after produci1,g a guide 
to Foinavan and the impetus in that area 
slowed until after 1969. 

Activity continued on the outcrops. At 
Creag Dubh Newtonmore, Spence and 
Porteous climbed The Hill (E2), an 
unprotected route taking the Great Wall to 
the left of Inbred. New outcrops and routes 
were being found on Bonskeid, Dunleacan, 
Lednock and Dire Mhor. 

John Porteous and Kenny Spence, Mike 
Watson, Rab Carrington, John Jackson and 
Ian Nicolson were the next influx. The first 
three from Edinburgh joined the Squirrels. 
The latter three from the west joined the 
Creag Dhu and had great talents. Forceful, 
determined and experienced, Carrington 
was a bog-trotter from way back. Ian Nicol
son, a superb technician, required incentive 
to be led to the spot and pointed in the right 
direction . He did the rest. A total 
enthusiast, Jackson spent the first evening 
in the Dolomites below the North Face of 
the Cima Ovest gazing up with a head torch, 
while the wasters imbibed in the local 
hostelry. 

In April of 1968, Jackson led the first hard 
pitch of The Pinch on Etive. Carrington led 
the second, and Scotland's first E3 had 
arrived. 

At Cammore the same pair won the battle 
for Carnmore Corner (E2) against strong 
opposition, but soon after Jackson was killed 
in the Alps. Two resident Glencoe climbers 
Will Thomson and John Hardie climbed the 
superb line of Kingpin on Bidean, later 
freed at E3. On the Cobbler, Carrington 
and Jimmy Gardner climbed McLean's 
Folly (E2). On Blaven in Skye, the Great 
Prow (HVS) was climbed by Band, Gribbon, 
Ross and Tauber. 

The big incentive with this group was to 
come to terms with the routes of Smith and 
Co, and the Creag Dhu. Repeat ascents and 
aid elimination were at least as important as 
new routing. Repeats included Shibboleth 
with True Finish (Nicolson, Gardner); 
Carnivore Direct (Carrington, Nicolson); 
The Big Ride (Spence, Carrington); Girdle 
of N. Face Aonach Dubh (Carrington, 
Jackson); Marshall's Wall (Small, Spence); 

Kingpin (Nicolson, Dave Knowles). 
Climbed free were Tarro (Nicolson) ; 
Kneepad (Porteous), Pendulum (Spence) 
and many others. 

In the winter of 1968/69 Tom Patey soloed 
the complete girdle of Creag Meaghaidh to 
produce Crab Crawl (III/IV) , a tremendous 
effort by an ingenious pioneer. Less so was 
Spence and Porteous' failure on Smith 's 
Gully, retreating from half way up the last 
pitch. Bathgate and MacEacheran did the 
second ascent a week later. 

On Aonach Dubh , Fingal's Chimney(V) 
was ascended by Wilf Tauber and Davy 
Gardner, members of a west coast club c_alled 
the Starav. Willy Todd was to be associated 
with them and Mallin, "Spider" McKenzie , 
Duckworth and Petit were to become mem
bers. 

In Summer 1969 Nicolson with Con 
Higgins found Apocalypse Now (E2) on 
Slime Wall. At Strone Ulladale Porteous , 
Spence and Fergie Mitchell did Stone 
(badly at E2 A2), finishing the day before 
Doug Scott started up The Scoop (A4) with 
Upton, Lee and Terry. Scott tackled the 
overhanging section, and this was a high 
point in this country of mixed aid and free 
climbing, of which Scott was one of the 
masters. 

The Birth of Modern Ice-Climbing: 1968-70 
In the winter of 1969/70 Yvon Chouinard 

and Doug Tompkins toured Scotland using 
funny icehammers with picks that pointed 
'down the way'. They made the first repeat 
of Raven's Gully's direct finish (V) provid
ing evidence of the effectiveness of the new 
technique. Cunningham and March came 
through from Glenmore Lodge and 
Clachaig Hotel, for the first time, suffered 
sober earnest conversation. Cunningham 
was impressed with Chouinard's ideas, 
having experimented with precarious alter
natives to steps. Overnight step cutting in 
ice died. 

For those connected with the Glencoe 
School of winter climbing (Macinnes , 
Clough, MacArtney, Fyffe , Spence, Thom
son, Hardie, Grieve, Nicolson, Knowles 
and others) inclination, and probably 
necessity, made ice climbing simply a part 
of winter climbing as it has always been in 
Scotland. Macinnes in particular was of this 
view. For a great many climbers in Britain, 
and certainly for those in Glencoe and the 
East, any sort of route was fair game as long 
as crampons and gloves made it easier. 
Routes certainly did not require to ice up 
before being considered valid, as some 
suggested. In the latest Glencoe Guide to 
Rock and Ice Climbs, for example, North 
Buttress in winter, a superb climb, is 
considered "useful" and gets 6 lines, while 
Crowberry Gully is "classic, with beauty, 
character and length", and gets 22 lines plus 
some history. Three of the major proponents 
of the mixed route were Patey, Smith and 
Marshall, the latter referring to this particu
lar type of climbing as "hilanously difficult'. 

Twenty-four hours after seeing 
Chouinard's hammers, Macinnes, who 
never lets the ice melt under his feet , had 
made a prototype pterodactyl. Made from 
sheet metal, it had advantages of patent, 
profit , versatility and wear and tear over the 
forged metal head, making it more useful 
for mixed terrain. Soon Macinnes led 
Route 1 (V) on Rannoch Wall and tested his 
inventions on a new mixed climb in the 
Caucasus next summer. "We were after 
similar climbing when we sat under Creag 
Meaghaidh looking at the big frontal face of 
Pinnacle Buttress. Bad weather drove us 
back. Then we spotted from the road likely 
looking ground to the left of Orion Face on 



Rare colour photographs of some of the legendary figures in Scottish climbing since the war. Above: Left to right: John Cunningham, G. 
McIntosh, A.N. 0., Mick Noon. Below Left: the enigmatic Robin Smith, original writer and climber alike, who became a cult figure after 
his death in the Pamirs in 1962. Below Right: Dougal Haston at 18, about to embark on a career that would bring Scottish climbing to the 
forefront of the international scene. Photos: Jimmy Marshall. 





Left: John Cunningham on Big Top, West 
Face of Aonach Dubh, Glencoe, one of a 
series of brilliant Robin Smith routes. 
Photo: R. Marshall. 

Ben Nevis". A few days later Astronomy 
(V) was climbed by Fyffe , Macinnes , and 
Spence. Never desperate, it was a move 
back to mixed climbing. In Glencoe, 
Clough, Spence and course members 
climbed Midnight Special on Aonach 
Dubh's North Face. 

In summer 1970, and on the Etive Slabs 
Taus Les Deux (E2) was climbed by 
Carrington and MacLean. 

Sadly, during that year, Jim MacArtney, 
Fergus Mitchell, Tom Patey and Ian Clough 
were killed, removing a whole facet of Scot
tish climbing experience, humour and 
enthusiasm. 

In the winter of 1970/71 the Glencoe 
School sought another Astronomy, taking 
advanced courses in the North West in what 
seemed ideal mixed terrain. Spence with 
Ronayne and Urquhart did Central Buttress 
(V) , Beinn Eighe in two days, 
"Oh, I have sinned!" 
As they climbed up the ice bulges in W.C. 
Gully on the second day , the two course 
members made it quite clear what they con
sidered winter climbing to be. And it was 
not the 1000 feet of unclimbed buttress to 
the left! Sitting on the top of Beinn Eighe 
that winter evening with the view and no 
one else about, the technicalities of winter 
climbing seemed to be unimportant, but it 
was Beinn Bhan that really caught the eye. 

Spence, with three Welshmen, Horsfield, 
Jones and Phil Thomas, climbed the back 
wall of Coire na Phoite to give another Wall 
of the Early Morning Light (IV). Finally the 
evil old crew of Fyffe, Macinnes and Spence 
did Mainreachan Buttress (V) combining 
Original Route and Sleuth. Elsewhere Mick 
Geddes with Rayner made the second 
ascent of Gardyloo Buttress and on Arran, 
Beinn Nuis Chimney(IV/V) was climbed by 
Crawford and Skidmore. 

The summer of 1971 saw Band of Hope 
(E2) by I. Anderson, Crockett, Newsome 
and Stead. While working on a new guide to 
Glencoe which the SMC somehow failed to 
publish, Carrington and Nicolson elimi
nated aid from many routes and did Cowslip 
on Carn Dearg in a dry spell. 

A year after Rouse soloed The Boldest 
on Cloggy, Norrice Muir, a Scottish climber 
of renowned uprightness and purity, began 
doing likewise. His second rock route was a 
solo ascent of Curving Groove on Rannoch 
Wall. Soon he soloed Centurion. 

In winter 1971/72 new names included 
Stevie Docherty, Muir, Mick Geddes, Dave 
Knowles and Al Rouse. At this time with 
Geddes, Rouse regularly hitched from 
Cambridge for winter weekends . Old 
'English' roues like Braithwaite, Joe Brown 
and Les Brown , Boysen, Nunn and D . 
Wilkinson were always about in the stalking 
season. Notable ascents on Ben Nevis were 
Ke/Jett's Left Hand Route (V) (Docherty, 
Muir), Kellett's Ri$ht Hand Route (V) 
(Carrin~ton, Rouse), Route I (V) Carn 
Dearg (Knowles, Wilson) and the second 
ascent of Orion Face Direct (Geddes, 
Rouse). In Glencoe, Knowles and Wilson 
did South Face Direct (V) on Coire nan 
Lochan (unrepeated) and on Creag 
Meaghaidh , Geddes soloed North Post. In 
the Fannichs on Sgurr nan Clach Geala , 
Sellars Buttress (IV) was climbed by Greg 
Strange and Stuart. In summer 1972 Paul 
Braithwaite and Geoff Cohen climbed 
Scansor (E2) in Coire nan Lochan and on 
Ben Nevis, Nicolson and George Grassam 

did Sioux Wall on No . 3 Gully Buttress. 
WilfTauber was killed soloing in Anglesey. 

In winter 1972/73, the effectiveness of the 
new ice tools was demonstrated conclu
sively when Ian Nicolson and Dave 
Knowles both soloed Zero Gully, where
upon Ian went on to solo Point Five, in a 
total of 3 hrs. 

In the summer of 1973 Pete Minks made 
the second ascent of Pinch and at Easter 
1974, on Arran's Beinn Tarsuinn's Meadow 
Face, Rowe, Trees and Gibson climbed 
Brobdingnag, soon freed by Duckworth at 
E2. 

The mid 1970's winters produced little 
new. Minus One Gully (VJ finally fell to 
Crockett and Stead in February 1974. 
Gordon Smith and Terry King did Indicator 
Wall (IV/V) on Ben Nevis and Carrington 
and Rouse climbed Left Edge Route (VJ on 
Gardyloo Buttress . The B.B.C. repeated 
Astronomy, older and wiser after Dave 
Knowles had been killed on the Eiger mak
ing The Eiger Sanction in 1973. On Creag 
Meaghaidh Richard McHardy soloed The 
Pumpkin in February 1976. 

New Wave Rock Climbing in Scotland 
That same month, 50 miles south, two 

young Edinburgh climbers made a route as 
distant from snow and ice as possible. 
Sweating up the 30 ft E2 Marjorie Razor 
Blade at Dunkeld they probably inspected 
the route beforehand, chalked up, lowered 
off when tired, and one of them at least 
wore shorts and headband. 

Dave Cuthbertson and Murray Hamilton 
from Edinburgh were part of a new wave 
which included Derek Jameson, Alan 
Taylor, and later John "Spider" McKenzie, 
and from Glasgow Ken Johnstone, Willie 
Todd and Douglas Mullin. Other activists 
were to be Nick Colton (a major figure at 
the start) and Welsh activist Gordon Smith, 
Arthur Paul, Dave Sanderson, Andrew 
Nisbet, Dougie Dinwoodie, Bob Smith, 
Brian Sprunt , Adge Last , Rab Anderson, 
the ageing scribe Spence and antigue 
immigrants Richard McHardy and Chve 
Rowlands. 

Most climbed summer and winter, some 
concentrated on rock climbing. A few 
sought that final refuge for the un-technical 
grafter with the will to succeed - Scottish 
Winter Specialisation. 

Some of this group brought to rock climb
ing new attitudes and capabilities, which by 
1976 were firmly established down south 
largely through the efforts of John Allen, 
Pete Livesey and Ron Fawcett. Right Wall 
in Wales and London Wall in the Peak had 
been climbed free. Bastille on High Tor and 
Cream at Tremadog were freed that year. 

New factors included: more training, 
indoor walls, chalk, pre-inspection/cleaning, 
yo-yoing as an acceptable cheating device, 
Henry Barber and the suitability of limes
tone for short hard routes. In Edinburgh, 
Meadowbank provided training facilities 
and the Northumberland outcrops gave bad 
weather alternatives in winter. 

In Scotland a dramatic increase in stan
dards resulted in a jump from E2 to E4 in 
three years. As with their predecessors , 
early repeats, aid elimination and free rock 
climbing were the main aims but this time 
the impact was greater. 

For the first time between 1976 and 1978 
Scottish outcrops were afforded equal 
status with mountain routes . At Dunkeld, 
Rat Race (E3) got its first almost free ascent 
by Hamilton, and Cuthbertson made an 
impressive on-sight free ascent of Ratcatcher 
(E3). On Dumbarton Ruck, Fever Pitch 
(unrepeated) was climbed by Colton and 
Todd. At Creag Dubh , Case Dismissed 

(E3) on Bedtime Buttress , by Cuthbertson 
and Anderson, was one of several routes 
done. On the Brack, Mammoth (E3) was 
freed on its second ascent by Mullin and 
Petit. This influenced bigger crags. On 
Aonach Dubh's North Face, The Clearances 
(E3) (Ed and Cynthia Grindley and Main), 
cleaned up the old aid route to the left of 
Yo-Yo. To its left Johnstone and Worsley 
climbed Eldorado (now E3) and Freak 
Out's aid was reduced to two points by 
Cuthbertson and Jameson . It was freed 
completely by Mullin and Melrose in 1979 
(E3). Spacewalk, now E4, was climbed by 
Johnstone and Ogden. On Slime Wall, the 
vague crack to the left of Shibboleth gave 
Hamilton and Jameson, Grogblossom 
(E4). On Ben Nevis, Titan's Wall was freed 
by the extremely able Londoner Mick 
Fowler and Thomas (E3) and to the right of 
Sassenach , Caligula (E3) was climbed by 
Cuthbertson. On Blaven in Skye, Fowler 
and Thomas climbed Stairway to Heaven 
(E4) . As so often in Scottish history, 
emigres died abroad, Dougal Haston in the 
Alps skiing and Bugs McKeith in Canada. 

The winters of the late 70's provided a 
crop of excellent climbs. On Ben Nevis: 
Minus One Buttress (V) (Muir, Paul); 
Route II (V), Carn Dearg (Geddes, Rouse) 
and a second ascent with a direct start by 
Gordon Smith and Sykes; the Shadow(VI), 
Carn Dearg (Braithwaite, Pearce, an ascent 
of a much talked-about line); Shield (VI) 
(Fowler, Saunders). In Glencoe, No. 5 
Gully Direct Start/The Icicle/Elliot's 
Downfall (VI) was climbed by 
Cuthbertson. In the far north, Silver Tear 
(V), Beinn Bhan (Muir, Paul); Skyscraper 
Buttress (V), Sgurr nan Clach Geala 
(Archibold, Freeman, Higman, Smith), 
Poachers Fall (V), Liathach (McHardy, 
Nisbet- poached from C. Rowlands); Cent
ral Buttress, Pigott'sRoute (V), Ben Eighe, 
(MacIntyre, Rouse); the Nose (V) Sgurr 
An Fhidhleir (Kier, Smith); the Ice Hose 
(IV), Beinn Dearg (Dalley, Nichols, 
Strange). 

Under the Whillance Goad: 1978-84 
By the end of 1978, the first new wave of 

rock routes was over. A few 'E4's' existed. 
In 1979 a further escalation was in no small 
measure due to a climber from the Lake 
District - Pete Whillance. 

For some Scottish climbers the Lake 
District's large number of very high stan
dard climbs provided an essential forcing 
ground. Meanwhile, Whillance strolled 
north, often accompanied by Jeff Lamb, 
and did as his near namesake had done 20 
years previously - he selected the very best 
lines and climbed them. He brought the 
Lake District E grading system to Scotland 
with a tendency to be conservative with 
both E and technical grades . 

Coupled with the desire of some climbers 
to enlarge their reputations by undergrading 
easier and overgrading hard routes this 
makes second ascents in Scotland one of the 
most exhilarating facets of the sport since 
Fowler started climbing shale and chalk. 

Routes climbed demonstrate differences 
in approach. For Whillance and Hamilton, 
just like Robin Smith before, it was the 
long, hard, multi-pitch, mountain route 
that attracted. So the 300 ft., non-stretch, 
caving/cleaning rope made its appearance 
in Scotland. 

Whillance displays a highly individual 
preference for the unprotected climbs 
which, coupled with his no-nonsense 
approach to climbing has given rise to some 
very difficult routes and a few long falls. 
Hamilton on the other hand is effective but 
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comparatively undemonstrative , while 
Cuthbertson's bold approach and prefer
ence for carefully scrutinised, short , and 
very hard climbs shares attributes with Cun
ningham. 

Between 1978-9 there appeared fine rock 
climbs, varied in character, and very hard . 
At Dunkeld , on the Upper Cave Crag, the 
routes are steep , strenuous, mostly poorly 
protected and sometimes loose. Mousetrap 
(free at E4) and Pied Piper(E3+) are good 
examples. Cuthbertson was most active 
here and at Creag Dubh he did Instant 
Lemon Direct (E4) and Acapulco (E4). At 
Glen Lednock, Spence and McKenzie tack
led the overhanging section of Eagle Crag 
to produce No Cruise (E3) and outside 
Edinburgh, at Rathe Quarry, Pete Hunter 
climbed the corner of Diverticulitis (E4) . 

On Dumbarton Rock, Cuthbertson and 
Johnstone freed Chemin de Fer (E5) . This 
old aid route follows a crack system up over
hanging rock between The Big Zipper and 
Requiem. Near Carnivore in Glencoe 
Wh1llance climbed The Risk Business (E5) 
with Botterill and Parker, following the 
vague line of weakness to the right of the 
red wall area and crossing Carnivore just 
before the Direct Finish. On Aonach Dubh, 
Cuthbertson , in self-analytical mood 
climbed Prophet of Purism (E4), up the wall 
to the left of Trapeze and at Polldubh, 
among numerous routes were Quality 
Street (E3) (Whillance), Black Friday (free 
E4, Hamilton) and Andrea's Visit(free E3 
by Alan Taylor) , typical of his short, fierce, 
technical routes . There was renewed 
interest in the mountains of the west. On 
the Cobbler, Cuthbertson climbed Wild 
C:o'!ntiy(E4) with Kerr, "A very impressive, 
difficult, and sensational route based on the 
old aid route The Nook" . With Johnstone 
he climbed Rest and Be Thankful (E5) on 
the wall left of Club Crack. On the Brack, 
Whillance did his very serious Edge of 
Extinction (E5/6) left of Mammoth . The 
line had been inspected by others but still 
the last three routes are believed unrepeated. 

At Carnmore Crag, Mullin and Lawrence 
climbed Wilderness (E3) on the wall left of 
Carnmore Corner. In Skye, on the sea cliffs 
at . Neist Point, Ed Grindley, Cynthia 
Grmdley, Jeffrey and Williams found 
Supercharger (E2). Whillance and Hamilton 
soon visited, producing many more routes. 
In Harris, depressing to report, Stone was 
freed at E3 by Fowler and Meyers. Worse , 
the veteran activist John Cunningham was 
killed in Anglesey in an attempt at the sea 
rescue of a student on Gogarth. 

The New Mixed Climbing Era: Post 1979 
Prior . to 1979, Hamilton had professed 

vague interest in winter climbing. An 
extremely unpleasant shock when he was 
aval;mched on a ski slope in Coire Cas, had 
shaken confidence and built up a resentment 
of the "white shite". He was at last per
suaded that it had been one of few 
windborne powder avalanches to occur in 
Scotland. After all, as with his rock climb
ing, if thirtgs were not going well, this had to 
be due to external factors over which he had 
no control, and which would cast no doubt 
at all on his own skill and expertise. 

He decided to seek routes akin to 
Astronomy, but to try and take them a stage 
further. Now a problem arises which is 
probably very peculiar to S\:otland. Harder 
mixed routes require steeper rock, where 
there is less chance of snow and ice. 
Obviously if the ground lies back or if it is at 
high altitude, or is a gully, it will ice up 
sooner or later, and ease. So the problem is 
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to find routes which are steep enough to 
avoid a regular build-up of ice , but which 
will have snow and ice and a wintry appear
ance. Logically , extreme rock would not be 
likely ground . Hard Severe - V.S. seems to 
be the limit at present , but some V.D's 
might be impossible. As for artificial aid, 
these routes should come under strictures 
applying in summer. 

In this vein , winter 1980/81 was not very 
productive. After settling an old score on 
Shelterstone Crag, Hamilton , Spence and 
Taylor climbed Til (VI) on South Buttress, 
Stob Coire nan Lochan, left of Unicorn . On 
the Etive Slabs, Anderson, Hamilton and 
Spence climbed a thinly iced Dan (IV) and 
on Ben Bhan , Nisbet and Sprunt blatantly 
stole a route from Hamilton and Seence 
when they climbed Die Riesenwand (V) in 
Coire nan Fhamhair. 

On Ben Eighe's East Central Wall, two 
good routes were climbed by Barrass, 
Nisbet, and Arnott , Clark, Nisbet and Thir
good , in the winter of 1981/2. In Glencoe , 
Consolation (V) on Aonach Dubh's West 
Face provided a hard pitch. On Central 
Buttress, Stob Coire nan Lochan, Hamilton 
and Spence climbed the line of weakness 
starting up Central Grooves and breaking 
out right to give Central Buttress (VI). 

In 1982/3 Central Grooves (VI) was 
climbed by McKenzie and Spence, and 
McKenzie with Hamilton made the third 
ascent of Agag's Groove , without aid in 
very snowed up conditions , finding it con
siderably harder than Raven's Gully. 
Fowler was active with Gully of the Gods 
(V) , the huge deep cut gully in Coire nan 
Fhamhair, Ben Bhan, once tried by 
Bonington and Patey, with Fenwick , and 
Fly Direct (VI) the "line to the right of 
Smith's Gully" on Creag Meaghaidh, with 
Tony Saunders. Some of this line had previ
ously been climbed sporadically by 
Wielochowski and attempted by Rouse. It 
was repeated the following day by Willy 
Todd and party, at the same time as Harper 
and Nisbet were climbing The Midge (V) on 
the huge face just to the right. On Ben 
Nevis , Paul and partner finally succeeded 
on Beta Route between Astronomy and 
Orion Face, while Lawrence and Webb 
climbed the whole ice fall Heidbanger (V), 
on Central Trident Buttress. 

Winter of 1983/84 was very cold early on , 
with much snow and Slime Wall got a coating 
of ice. After a near successful attempt by 
Rouse , which ended after a fall, 
Cuthbertson and Paul made the first ascent 
of Guerdon Grooves (VI) on their second 
attempt. Across Raven's Gully from Slime 
Wall, Brian Sprunt and partner climbed a 
line up the crest of Cuneiform Buttress 
finishing up Raven's Edge. Sprunt was 
killed later in a winter ascent of the 
Matterhorn . 

Rock climbing continued in the new 
mode. In 1982 on Dumbarton Rock , 
Cuthbertson created a stir when he took his 
approach to extremes , and over several 
weeks ascended Requiem (E7 7a) putting it 
alongside the top two or three routes in the 
country. At Polldubh he climbed The 
Handron Effect (E5) and other good 
routes, and on the East Buttress of Sron na 
Ciche on Skye Magic (E3). 

In 1983 on Bidean , Whillance climbed 
right of Kingpin with Parker to give The 
Lost Ark (E4) and on Ben Nevis with 
Anderson the arete to the left of Titan's 
Wall, Agrippa (E5) . In 1982, Fast Castle 
Head near Edinburgh had seen much activity 
with best routes (E3) Walnut and Fast 
Bleeder, by McKenzie, who also soloed Rat 
Race at Dunkeld in 1983. 

In 1983 Spence and McCallum were 
active on the outcrops doing Squid Viscious 
(E4) the crack system on the N .W . face of 
the Souter at Fast Castle Head. 

In summer 1984 at Cambusbarron 
Quarry near Stirling, McCallum , Pedley 
and Spence climbed Both Ends Burning 
(E4) . Whillance's route The Risk Business 
got three repeats by Hamilton , Cuthbertson 
with Howard , and McKenzie and Rooney. 

At Dunkeld McKenzie and Hamilton 
repeated Lady Charlotte and at Dumbarton 
Rock McKenzie cruised Chemin de Fer and 
on Ben Nevis repeated Agrippa. 

Hamilton and Whillance celebrated the 
·summer of 1984 by doing one of their new 
routes on the Old Man of Hoy for the 
August Bank Holiday TV audience, while 
cunningly gardening out and completing 
another out of camera on the N .W. Face. 
With Cuthbertson in a quieter though no 
less competitive climbing scene than south 
of the border , they enjoy a powerful leader
ship. 

But in the magazines , new names appear 
- like Latter from Glasgow, McCall um from 
Edinburgh and someone venemously refer
red to as the Brat from Aberdeen . But you 
know, this has all happened before ... 
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Smith Rock-at dawn. Photo: Heinz Zak. 

SMITH ROCK: 
Central Oregon's Crooked River Gorge 
by Jeff Smoot 

Among those rock climbing areas famous 
for their excellent rock, sunny weather, or 
abundance of extreme routes - areas such as 
Eldorado Canyon, Mount Arapiles, The 
Verdon and Yosemite Valley - Smith Rock 
is about to claim its proper place. If you 
haven't heard of Smith Rock before now, 
don't let it bother you. Up until a few years 
ago, no-one in America had heard of this 
obscure rock climbing area either. And, 
although it still isn't the favourite destina
tion of this country's climbers - that still 
bein~ Yosemite - Smith Rock is rapidly 
earning a reputation as one of the premier 
free-climbing centres in America; and 
judging by an increasing number of foreign 
visitors, perhaps Smith Rock is among the 
best in the world. 

Smith Rock is located in the heart of 
Oregon State, about 600 miles north of 
Yosemite, and 20 miles north of Bend, near 
the tiny town of Terrebonne on Oregon 
highway 97. The main climbing area juts up 
from the surrounding pastoral landscape 
like a hideous leviathan, a jagged, multi-
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coloured remnant of welded tuff which is 
believed to be the remains of an ancient 
volcano, a theory well supported by the 
liberal scattering of cinder cones and snow
clad volcanoes that dominate the western 
horizon. 

Smith Rock is a picturesque area, with 
green pastures and blue sky contrasting the 
colourful rock formations. The namesake 
Smith Rock formation is an interesting 
collection of sharp spires, but is menacing 
from a climber's perspective. The state park 
is a scene from an American western film, 
complete with occasional horseback riders, 
itinerant vultures and the aptly-named 
Crooked River winding its lazy, serpentine 
way through the area. The park is officially 
a "day use only" area, although camping -
or "bivouacking", as the park service deems 
it - is allowed a short distance from the 
picnic area for a small nightly fee. Nearby 
Juniper Junction, a rustic gift shop and 
climbing supplier, keeps everyone coming 
back for double-scoop huckleberry ice 
cream cones. Terrebonne has a small grocery 

store and a popular Mexican restaurant, 
and there are abundant facilities in Redmond 
and Bend farther south. 

The park service seems momentarily 
baffled by the influx of visiting climbers 
during the last year or so, including several 
large groups of foreigners, especially 
Japanese. With its increasing popularity, 
Smith Rock State Park will no doubt 
become much more crowded, but how this 
newfound popularity will affect the area in 
the future remains to be seen. 

Smith Rock has been called a "mud pile" 
by more than one climber and the compari
son is not entirely unjustified as much of the 
rock is soft, broken and entirely useless for 
climbing. Many walls have a preponderance 
of nubbins which have been known to quite 
literally "explode" on occasion, especially 
on lower angle and infrequently climbed 
routes . Still, despite the friable nature of 
the rock, it is generally quite sound, provid
ing enjoyable, steep climbing, especially on 
the new generation of hard free climbs, of 
which there are more than a few. 



Right: George Walch on the aptly named 
Sunshine Dihedral ( 5.11 d/5.12a). 
Photo: Heinz Zak. 

In addition to the main climbing area, 
there is a basalt canyon immediately east of 
the state park. This area features a number 
of difficult cracks, corners and face climbs . 
"The Gorge" , as it is known, is the favourite 
area of many Smith Rock locals, some of 
whom rarely venture across the road to the 
"real" climbing area. 

It seems likely that Smith Rock could 
have easily remained what it at first appears 
to be - a bucolic climbing area with an abun
dance of bad rock and almost no hard 
climbs - if not for the efforts of a small group 
of climbers who, during the last several 
years, have brought the area to the forefront 
of hard climbing in America. Prior to 1980, 
Smith Rock had only one route rated 5.12, 
and only a handful of 5.11 climbs that had 
been established during the previous four 
years. But by 1985, things had turned 
around; Smith Rock had not only an abun
dance of 5.11 and 5 .12 routes, but also more 
5.13's than any other area in the country. 

One reason for the lack of hard climbs at 
Smith Rock prior to 1980 was the apparently 
limited number of natural lines . Many of 
the more obvious routes had been climbed 
free, and some thought the area was 
"climbed-out". Others pointed optimistically 
to the huge expanses of steep, seemingly 
blank rock that loomed between existing 
routes, calling the faces "routes for a future 
generation". Any such prophecy was short 
lived, however; this "future" generation of 
climbers had already arrived. 

During the years prior to 1980 Jeff 
Thomas, the area's guidebook author who 
has been credited with "singlehandedly" 
bringing the 5.11 standard to Smith Rock, 
established a number of fine free climbs. In 
fact, the period between 1976 and 1979 
could be called the "Thomas Era" at Smith, 
when such routes as Lion's Chair (5.lla), 
Chairman Mao's Little Red Book (5.lla) 
and Wartely's Revenge (5.lla) - the latter 
being perhaps the most popular route of its 
grade at Smith Rock - were free-climbed by 
Thomas. 

By 1979, however, Thomas' influence 
over the area practically vanished as a new 
generation of young climbers established 
themselves as the driving force. The first 
was Chris Jones, a local climber famed not 
only for his bouldering skill but also for his 
unusual diet; Jones accomplished a signific
ant feat in 1979 by free-climbing Monkey 
Space (5.llb), the first all-free link to the 
summit of Smith Rock's most recognizable 
formation, the free-standing spire called 
Monkey Face. That same year, Jones 
turned his attention to Rising E~pectations 
( 5 .11 b), an overhanging finger crack which 
he established as what was then heralded as 
Oregon's first 5.12. Even though the route 
was later downgraded, the ascent of Rising 
Expectations signalled what was soon to 
come at Smith Rock, an acceleration of free 
climbing standards which was to bring 
Oregon climbing into the mainstream. 

The year 1980 saw the addition of Smith 
Rock's second "5.12", the exquisite, steep 
corner of The Dihedrals, aptly named 
Sunshine Dihedral ( 5 .1 lc/d). This beautiful 



Left: Alan Watts on the fierce East Face of 
Monkey Face (5.13d). Bottom Left: Leading 
Smith Rock activist Alan Watts. Photos: 
Heinz Zak. Bottom Right: Jonny 
Woodward and Mariah Cranor beneath the 
Christian Brothers Formation . 
Photo: Jeff Smoot. Opposite Page: The 
amazing Monkey Face, with Alan Watts on 
Close Shave (5.12). Photo: Heinz Zak. 

route yielded to a combination of stemming 
and fingertip liebacking to provide what 
was then the area's most technical free 
climb. This ascent of what remains one of 
Smith Rock's most popular and obvious 
testpieces was made by a local boy named 
Alan Watts. If Thomas and Jones made 
important contributions to Smith Rock 
climbing, then Alan Watts ' contribution is I: 
considerably more significant. Not only did 
he secure the 5.12 grade, but he alone can 
be credited with bringing 5.13 to Smith 
Rock. Watts has had a profound impact on 
Oregon climbing. 

Within three years after his ascent of 
Sunshine Dihedral, Watts had firmly estab
lished 5 .12 at Smith Rock with such routes 
as Unfinished Symphony (5.12b) and 
Midnight Snack (5.12c), two one pitch 
offerings at the base of the 600 ft. Picnic 
Lunch Wall - the latter being a strenuous 
and highly technical undercling along a 
severe arch. These routes have become 
popular, no doubt owing to their close 
proximity to the parking lot. In the 
Dihedrals, Watts had also established 
Watts Tots (5.12b), a blank face which 
opened Watts' eyes to the vast potential of 
the area. Watts Tots was the first of the 
"blank wall" routes at Smith, and was soon 
followed by others, such as Last Waltz 
(5.12b/c) and Slow Burn (5.11d/12a), a 
frightening route accomplished with 
Friends; and more than one long run-out 
between the sparse protection bolts. Slow 
Burn was established on lead, a bold 
accomplishment considering that, by that 
time, many new Smith Rock desperates 
were being led only after prior placement of 
protection, namely bolts drilled on rappel. 
This evolution in ethics, largely under the 
influence of Watts, led to a subsequent 
skyrocketing of difficulty with such routes 
as Chain Reaction (5.12c) and Split Image 
(5.12c), both steep aretes which could likely l 
not have been led without preplaced protec-
tion. Chain Reaction was the first of the 
new generation of arete climbs at Smith I 
Rock, and has become a much-tried 
testpiece, evidenced by a perpetual chalk 
line dotting the sharp corner. 

By autumn of 1985, Watts had established 
an ever-increasing number of 5.12 routes 
and even a few 5. 13's. The first of the latter 
to fall was Double Stain (5.13b), an over
hanging pinscar crack which has yet to be 
repeated, as is the case with many of Watts' 
finer efforts. Another 5.12 to fall was Dark
ness at Noon (5.13a), a vertical face 
immediately right of Chain Reaction. This 
route, too, was established after Watts had 
rappelled the face, cleaned off the loose 
holds, and drilled protection bolts, tactics 
which have been much criticised, the latter 
perhaps the complaint most often cited by 
Watts' detractors, especially the purist 
"elite" of Southern California. 

"Most of the climbers who criticise these 
tactics haven't been to Smith Rock," claims 
Watts, who contends that Smith Rock 
routes should not be established without 
such tactics. "If they came here, they would 
realize it fits the area. Everything needs to 





be cleaned," Watts insists. "Otherwise, the 
routes are going to be terrible . You can do 
the routes on lead, P.lacing all the bolts on 
lead, and have a ternble route. All the holds 
will be loose, and they'll be snapping off on 
every subsequent ascent. Or, you can rappel 
the line, clean off the loose holds, put in the 
bolts, and have a wonderful climb that 
people are going to want to do." 

Watts' approach seems to be the correct 
one; Darkness at Noon is one of the finest 
hard face climbs in America . In fact, most 
of the routes created by Watts at Smith 
Rock are among the finest anywhere, 
routes such as Heinous Cling (5 .12c), a 
stunning steep face just right of Darkness at 
Noon. Jonny Woodward, a British climber 
also famed for his unusual diet, made an on
sight, flash ascent of Heinous Cling, one of 
the most impressive but least-known flash 
ascents of a hard American free climb by a 
British climber. 

Perhaps the most impressive and certainly 
the hardest free climb done at Smith Rock is 
the East Face route on Monkey Face. Watts 
made a continuous free lead of the 140-foot 
first pitch of this former aid route in 
September of 1985, culminating more than 
thirty days of effort. This extraordinary 
pitch begins with a 5.12+ finger crack that 
leads to the wildly overhanging, highly 
sequential crux that Watts believes is, by 
itself, harder than Grand Illusion (long con
sidered the hardest route in America at 
5.13c)! This combi11.ation, when led in one 
continuous pitch, required being able to 
climb the 5.12+ crack without getting 
pumped, in order to be fresh for the hard 
climbing higher up. 

"I've never been on anything in America 
that has been as hard," says Watts of the 
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East Face, "even within a letter grade of it. 
The ·pitch is really strenuous, and also very 
technical and sequential". Watts has rated 
the pitch 5.13+, making it quite probably 
the hardest free pitch in America. So far, 
no-one except Watts has attempted the 
entire pitch free; in fact, the first section has 
had only three repeats, those coming from 
Hidetaka Suzuki, who took five days; Kim 
Carrigan, who made it on only his third try 
and an ascent by an unknown Japanese 
climber last fall . 

"If anything in America is 5.14," says 
Watts. "this is it." 

Of course, not all Smith Rock climbs are 
rappel-bolted, ultra-desperate 5 .13's. 
There are, in fact, quite a number of enjoy
able climbs of all standards - though none 
easier than 5.6. Among the best are the 
amazing Spiderman (5.7), an overhanging 
crack system; Moonshine Dihedral (5.9), 
an easier twin of the aforementioned Sun
shine Dihedral, and Karate Crack(5.10a), a 
highly photogenic . handcrack. There are 
also many high quality routes in The Gorge, 
but few easier than 5 .10. Several of these 
are very popular, such as the thin cracks of 
On The Road (5.lla) and Crack-a-No-Go 
(5.llb), and the technical corners of Dark 
Star(5.lld) and Neutron Star(5.lld/12a). 
The Crooked River Gorge provides a stark 
contrast to climbing in the state park, and is 
a comfortable place to climb on summer 
days, which can be unbearably hot. 

Unfortunately, Smith Rock does not 
have an abundance of multi-pitch free 
climbs. There are a few exceptions, how
ever, such as Lion's Chair (5.lfa, four 
pitches), and any of a numberof classic lines 
on Monkey Face, such as the fabulous 
Astro-Monkey(5 .11d, six pitches), which 

takes a line up the west face to connect with 
Monkey Space, which leads to the rounded 
summit of the formation. All of these routes 
are, according to one admittedly biased 
local, "among the best in the entire 
universe." 

Looking to the future of Smith Rock 
climbing, there are still a number of 
unclimbed faces; few however, which have 
escaped the attention of local activists, 

· Watts especially. Watts, it seems, can see 
new routes where others can't even see 
holds. On Monkey Face alone, he is intent 
upon establishing several new routes on the 
blank walls and aretes between the existing 
lines. To this end, Watts has already been 
very successful, with routes such as Close 
Shave (5.12c), climbing the overhanging 
"chin" of the formation; the Pioneer Route 
(5 .12d), which crosses the original 1960 bolt 
ladder and the sharp arete right of the East 
Face route, as yet unnamed at 5.12a. Each 
of these is a superb Smith Rock classic 
destined for many repeats. 

Some have complained that Watts has, 
with his unconventional tactics, destroyed 
future climbers' chances for raising the 
standards at Smith Rock legitimately. 
However, it seems unlikely that another 
climber with Watts' dedication , vision, and 
drive would ever have come to Central 
Oregon to do what he has done, which was 
to transform Smith Rock into a magnificent 
area, which it always had the potential to 
be. And, if he has turned Smith Rock into a 
vast outdoor gymnasium, let it at least be 
said the Smith Rock is one of the finest rock 
gymnasiums in the country, with some of 
the hardest routes in the world. 



Opposite Left: Jonny Woodward leading 
the second ascent of Split Image (5.12+ ) . 
Opposite Right: Geoff Weigand leading 
S/owburn (5.11 + ). Photos: Kim Carrigan. 
Above: Alan Watts on the crux of Rude 
Boys (5.13b, AO), and Right: Greg Collum 
onMoonsofPluto(5.10+), Mesa Verde 
Wall. Photos: Jeff Smoot. 

Recommended free climbs at Smith Rock: 
5.6 
Cinnamon Slab, Super Slab, Moscow 
5.7 
Lion 's Jaw, Dancer, Spiderman 
5.8 
West Face Variation, Sky Ridge, White 
Satin 
5.9 
Moonshine Dihedral, Revelations, New 
Testament 
5.10 
Karate Crack, Zebra/Zion, *Last Chance,' 
Trezlar, Hesitation Blues, Crack of Infinity, 
Calamity Jam 
5.11 
Chairman Mao 's Little Red Book, Lion's 
Chair, *On The Road, Wartley 's Revenge, 
*Crack-a-No-Go, Karat Tots, Golgotha, 
Monkey Space, Minas Morgul, Sunshine 
Dihedral, Astra-Monkey, *Zealot, *Dark 
Star, Rising Expectations, *Neutron Star, 
Slow Burn 
5.12 
*Northern Lights, Northwest Passage, East 
Edge, *Strike Force, Unfinished Symphony, 
*Split Decision, *Jonny & The · 
Melonheads, *Masquerade, Latest Rage, 
Boy Prophet, Watts Tots, Midnight Snack, 
Karate Wall, Low Profile, Heinous Cling, 
Close Shave, Chain Reaction, Split Image, 
Pioneer Route 
5.13 
Darkness at Noon , Double Stain , 0Rude 
Boys, °Toes of the Fisherman , East Face of 
Monkey Face 
*Denotes routes located in The Gorge 
0 One point of aid remains: both routes are 
currently 5.13b, AO. 



SIACHEN SOJOURN 
by Steven Venables 

"Saunders, have you stolen my snow 
briquette?" 

The voice of Dave Wilkinson, peevish 
and petulant, accused Anthony Victor 
Saunders of a terrible crime. We were 
camped at c5600 min the glacier bowl below 
Rimo I in the East Karakoram range. The 
previous evening Dave had collected a neat 
pile of briquettes - convenient lumps of 
firm, crusty snow - ready for the breakfast 
brew; now they had gone, apparently into 
Tony's saucepan, and Dave had been 
reduced to scooping ineffectually at a thin 
layer of fresh powder snow. Jim Fothering
ham remained silent, inside Tony's tent. I 
was in Dave's tent - another bivouac dome -
an excellent tent only marred by its short
ness, which forced me to lie with my head in 
the porch - a porch made of proofed nylon, 
which had collected condensation during 
the night, ready now to drip down on my 
face. As the great botanist-explorer, 
Kingdon Ward, remarked on one of his wet
ter Journeys through Southeast Tibet: "I 
dislike being woken by water on the brain." 

Dave eventually got up to cut some new 
briquettes and produced our breakfast. 
After breakfast we remained in the tents. 
Snow began to fall again. Later that morn
ing we heard voices outside and four people 
dropped in to say hello - Zerksis Boga and 
Dhiren Toolsidas, two of the Indian mem-
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bers of this joint Indo-British expedition, 
accompanied by one of the delightful 
Bhotia porter-cooks, Pratapsinh, and 2nd 
Lt. Mahendra (pronounced Minder), our 
liaison officer, resplendent as usual in a pair 
of jet-set ski goggles that would have passed 
muster on the slopes of Verbier. 

The weather remained grey but we grew 
bored of hanging around, so Tony, Jim and 
I went out to get some exercise, leaving 
Dave to nurse his finger, broken the previ
ous morning when he fell in a glacier 
stream. We roped up to walk up the cwm, 
"where no man had gone before", heading 
for Ibex Col - a 6200m pass immediately 
under Rimo I, linking the Terong glacier 
system, a tributary of the Siachen, with the 
vast Rimo Glacier, to the North. Above us 
on the left, we could see our proposed 
Southwest ridge of Rimo I disappearing up 
into murky cloud; but for the moment we 
just wanted to explore the col ahead, to see 
whether it could be easily crossed, giving 
access to the far, Northeast side of the Rimo 
massif. At the head of the glacier we 
climbed up a rib of shattered rock, avoiding 
mushy avalanche-prone slopes, and 
reached the col. It was a bleak, windswept 
place, but there was definitely a route down 
the far side. The weather was still unpleas
ant, so we hurried back down, leaving the 
actual crossing of the col for some of the 

Indian team members later. 
The Ibex Col was just one of many loosely 

defined objectives of the Siachen Indo
British Expedition 85 - a joint venture bet
ween AC/ACG members and six members 
of the Bombay Mountaineers, including the 
expedition leader, Harish Kapadia. Harish 
is best known as editor of the Himalayan 
Journal and as a compulsive Himalayan 
explorer, who has been visiting different 
corners of the range every summer for 
nearly twenty years. Apart from his 
enthusiasm for the mountains, he exhibited 
a relentless passion for eating and an addic
tion to cncket, spending every spare 
moment at Advance Base with his ear pres
sed to the radio, following assiduously the 
progress of the England v Australia test 
series. 

In February we had been informed that 
he would probably by leading the expedi
tion and we had begun to discuss pos
sibilities, communicating between London 
and Bombay with the help of Roger Chor
ley's office telex. Harish rejected our 
suggestion of Saser Kangri II (which was 
later climbed by an Indo-Japanese team), 
preferring an area with more scope for wide 
ranging exploration. He had almost settled 
on the junction of the Siachen and Teram 
Shehr glaciers, when his spies informed him 
that half the Indian army were encamped 



~---------'~ Left: Most of the team gathered around the Famous Grouse at Mud Camp. Above Left: Tony Saunders on the knife-edged cornice of 
Rima I - day six. Chogolisa on horizon at extreme left. Above Right: Looking south to site of previous photo. In background K12 and 
Saltoro Kangri. All photos: Steve Venables. 

there in tin huts, detracting somewhat from 
the romance of the spot. They also 
informed him that all but one of the Rimo 
peaks, further East, were, contrary to pre
vious reports, unclimbed; so we settled on 
the large glacier system to their South - the 
Terong basin, which is a tributary on the 
Siachen, to the Northeast of its snout. A 
Dutch explorer Dr. Ph. C. Visser had been 
to the Terong system in 1929, but no-one 
had visited the valley since. Apart from the 
7000 m Rimo peaks, there would be a · 
wealth of 6000 m peaks to climb, glaciers to 
explore and passes to cross - the perfect set
ting for a large, diverse expedition. Because 
Dr. Visser had published no photos of the 
valley, save two pictures in a large geog
raphical tome, which we only discovered 
after our return, there was an enjoyable ele
ment of setting off into the unknown. 

Dave and I flew out to Bombay on May 
26, to discover that Harish and his team 
were the delightful bunch we had expected. 
We were greeted with the welcome news 
that Grindlays Bank were covering the 
entire cost of the expedition in India - a 
generous gift, which supplemented British 
donations and guaranteed our solvency. 
After a few days of packing, eating and 
drinking and meeting the beautiful young 
girls of the Himalayan Club, Dave, Harish, 
Dhiren, Boga, Muslim and I travelled 
North on the train with all the expedition 
baggage and two crates of Alfonso man
goes. In Delhi we met up with the three 
Bhotias, who were to be such good com
pany and such a tremendous help in the 
mountains. In Srinigar we rode in Shikiras, 
ate mangoes and met the army chief of staff, 
who confirmed our permission to visit the 

Terong valley. In the hotel at Leh we met 
the rest of the team (minus Henry Osmas
ton) who had flown in - Jim, Tony, Arun 
Samant and Meena Agrawal, our one lady 
member and expedition doctor. We 
finished the mangoes and went out to a 
restaurant to order 160 momoes - Tibetan 
stuffed dumplings. 

Our planned two day stay in Leh was 
extended to five days, while the various civil 
and military authorities procrastinated. The 
first three attempts to leave the town were 
thwarted each time by a different excuse -
first the colonels announcing that our pap
ers were not in order, then an over-zealous 
policeman stopping us 8 km outside Leh 
and sending us back, then the colonels 
again, phoning at 2 am to announce that the 
Liaison Officer had had a heart attack. 
Later that day they produced a new LO, 
Mahendra ( and a spare LO from the 
I.T.B.F. for good measure) and the next 
day we finally set off in our hired truck, 
travelling North and crossing the 18,380 ft 
Kardung La, descending to the remote 
Shyok river, crossing that and then heading 
Northwest up the Nubra river to its source -
the Siachen Glacier, largest glacier in the 
Greater Himalayan. 

* * * 
Helicopters, MiG jets, a huge army 

encampment and heavy artillery gave an 
element of unreality to the head of the 
Nubra valley. The officers were welcoming 
but blandly evasive about what was actually 
going on, merely indicating that "those 
chaps over there" (nodding in the direction 
of Pakistan) were being a bit of a nuisance. 
For our part, we had come to climb and 

were grateful that we had been allowed to 
this little known corner of the Karakoram, 
to travel past the army base, up the first 5 
km of the Siachen Glacier, and then climb 
down off the glacier into the Terong valley. 

Because of a shortage of porters, the 18 
km approach to Base Camp took twelve 
days. Load ferrying was enlivened by 
absurd incidents: Jim tried to drown himself 
one evening, attempting to recross the 
swollen Terong river, before admitting 
defeat and rejoining five other climbers, 
stranded on the wrong side without bivouac 
equipment; one day the Ladahki porters 
threatened to go on strike when they mis
took me for a Pakistani spy. 

Base Camp was at "Siab Chushku" - the 
confluence of the three main Terong 
glaciers. From there . we continued up the 
North Terong Glacier to The Lake of 
Bones, a bleak spot at c. 5000m, where we 
made Advance Base, the expedition home 
from June 25 to July 19. (In Leh, a man who 
had known one of Dr. Visser's porters, told 
us that they had found, close under Rimo, a 
lake full of dead men's bones; we found no 
bones, but it was a good name). 

Up to this point we had all been together, 
enjoying the sociability of a large expedi
tion; but Harish had made it clear all along 
that from Advance Base we should SJ?lit into 
smaller teams to attempt as many obiectives 
as possible. My one regret is that British and 
Indian members hardly climbed together at 
all; but we had different aspirations and 
different ways of doing things, and Hai:ish 
seemed quite happy that the ACG members 
should make an independent attempt on 
7385 m Rimo I. The weather during the 
early stages was very unsettled and we were 
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only allowed tantalising glimpses of the 
mountain during short breaks in the cloud; 
but those glimpses were enough to reveal 
that it was a very difficult mountain . Ideally 
we should have made a thorough reconnais
sance of all sides of the mountain, but time 
was short, so we chose to aim straight for 
the Terong side. The first week of bad 
weather was a period of groping explora
tion, route selection and acclimatisation. 
Then, on the evening of July 2, the weather 
began to clear and we enjoyed that most 
rare of Karakoram phenomena - a long fine 
spell - thirteen days of almost unbroken fine 
weather. Harish had now abandoned the 
idea of a long, circuitous approach to Rimo 
III , via the Ibex col; instead, the Bombay 
team, working in pairs, climbed several 
virgin 6000 m peaks. 

Meena and Boga did cross the Ibex Col , 
to the remote South Rimo Glacier , to climb 
6070 m Lharimo. The others explored a 
branch of the North Terong opposite 
Advance Base. Arun and Dhiren climbed 
up to a col and then, on two successive days, 
climbed 6300 m Sundbrar and 6480 m 
Sondhi. Earlier, Dhiren and Muslim had 
climbed another peak in the same basin -
5975 m Safina. Finally, just as the fine 
weather was starting to break up, on July 
15, Muslim and Harsinh Senior climbed 
6045 m Doab, just above Advance Base. 
Harsinh, after working so hard for several 
of Harish's expeditions, was thrilled to have 
reached a summit for the first time. 

* * * 
Meanwhile, Dave , Jim, Tony and I set off 

from the high camp, at 1.30 am on July 4, to 
attempt the Southwest spur of Rimo I. Tony 
and I spent seven days on the mountain ; 
Dave and Jim spent two days, before decid
ing that the huge cornices and the deep, 
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unconsolidated snow, piled onto the loose 
rock of the spur , would make the route 
unjustifiably slow and dangerous. It was a 
sad moment when they set off back down, 
descending the 600 metre snow slope which 
we had used to gain the crest. I was sad 
because we had intended to try the peak as 
a team of four; but they were adamant that 
it was not on, particularly Dave, who did 
not relish the prospect of prolonged techni
cal climbing with a broken finger. 

Tony and I continued. The snow was 
atrocious and incredibly time-consuming; 
the rock was loose, but there were also solid 
bits where we could find good belays and 
reliable runners. Apprehension gave way to 
surprised delight , as we began to enjoy our 
slow progress along pitch after pitch of 
intricate technical climbing. In the first two 
days we only covered thirteen pitches , gain
ing a mere 200 metres height, stopping to 
pitch the bivouac tent on the second after
noon ( our fourth on the mountain) at c. 
6600 m, on a small snow platform at the foot 
of The Pinnacles. 

At dawn the next day Tony traversed 
round into the chimney system, which we 
hoped would take us up through the pinna
cles , while I looked out to the West, over 
the great expanse of the Teram Shehr ice 
plateau , past unknown peaks , to the un
mistakable pyramid of K2 , catching the first 
pink rays of the sun , sixty miles away in the 
Northwest. We nearly reached the top of 
the pinnacles that day , gaining some height 
at last , as we climbed eight slow pitches . 
Tony, who knows about these things, said 
that it was like the hard bits of the Eiger
wand in winter. I have never been on the 
Eigerwand , so I wouldn ' t know, but it 
certainly seemed hard - sustained mixed 
climbing, with some fierce battles with 
unconsolidated snow banked up to ludicr
ously steep angles. 

On Day 6, I did the first pitch of the 
morning - a tension traverse down across a 
steep shattered wall, then a laboured 
struggle up snow banks onto a rock wall, 
scratching with axes and crampons to find 
nicks in the rock underneath, searching for 
peg and nut runners, flailing, bridging, 
hooking ice axes, standing on pegs , pushing 
with knees and elbows and generally doing 
anything that might help to win the battle 
with gravity . 

Tony led through to the top of the pinna
cles. Then we continued along an exciting 
corniced knife-edge to easier slopes . In the 
evening, kicking very slowly but steadily up 
snow slopes at c. 6850 m, now past the crux 
of the route, I first dared to hope that we 
might just reach the summit of this moutain, 
which had given us so much hard work during 
the last six days. It would probably take 
another two days , and there were a few 
question marks on the long ridge ahead , but 
the weather seemed set fine and we were in 
that state of committed enthusiasm where 
anything seems possible. Unfortunately I 
spoilt it all by dropping my rucksack - one 
clumsy mistake which sent my sleeping bag, 
my duvet, the tent poles, most of our food 
and , most vital of all, the gas stove plum
meting a thousand metres into the Northwest 
cwm. In a moment of tired double vision , I 
thought that I had clipped my rucksack in , 
when in fact I hadn't and turned round a 
moment later to see it sliding down towards 
what they refer to in America as the "drop 
off" . 

Tony was terribly grown up about it -
calm and sympathetic and leaving the tan
trums to me. It was only afterwards that he 
took his revenge , treating the Bombay team 
(and later, on his return, most of the popu
lation of London) to a vivid re-enactment of 
my hysterical rage and misery. It was a bitter 
disappointment to be forced down after 



putting in so much hard work, on such a 
superb route; but there was no question of 
going on, and we started down immediately, 
bivouacking three ropelengths below our 
high point. That night was windy and the 
temperature dropped to below - 30°C. We 
shivered in shared bivouac equipment, 
inside a poleless tent, shaking in the wind 
and sprayed with condensation frost. 

The efficiency of our descent , on the 
seventh day, was some consolation. Eight 
spectacular abseils down rock walls took us 
straight down onto a big icefield below the 
pinnacles, where we found good neve and 
quickly downclimbed the remaining 600 m 
to the glacier. 

That evening we returned to Advance 
Base. It was a delightful surprise to find 
Henry Osmaston there, pottering about 
among the ice pinnacles , with his ther
mometers, measuring rods and notebooks. 
Examiners meetings at Bristol University 
had forced him to join the expedition late 
and the authorities had declared that he 
would never be allowed through on his own; 
but he had used all his contacts (which date 
back to the days of the Raj) and a supply of 
strategic satellite photos to charm, cajole 
and bribe his way past various bureaucratic 
and military barriers. Four of the Bombay 
team were also in residence, resting between 
climbs. Dave had been nursing his finger 
and a chest infection, but was now packed 
and ready to leave with Jim the next morn
ing, to cross the Ibex Col and inspect the far 
side of Rimo. 

While Dave and Jim were away, the 
weather at first remained tantalizingly 
clear, and Tony and I hoped that we might 
just get a second try at our route on Rimo I, 
climbing straight up the "icefield" to the 
foot of the pinnacles, thus eliminating two 
days of almost horizontal ridge climbing. 

First we had to try and rest. It was not 
passive resting. On the second day we spent 
several hours climbing up into the North
west cwm, to retrieve the rucksack and 
some of its scattered, battered contents . 
Then we had to spend two days down at the 
river, fixing up an exit from the Terong 
valley , the river now being quite uncrossable. 
We had some enjoyable climbing on glacier
worn granite, fixing 200 m of rope across 
steep cliffs, which blocked the right bank of 
the river. Then we returned to the ice and 
rubble above, arriving back at the Lake of 
Bones fit and rested and ready for another 
attempt on Rimo I. However, the telltale 
signs - the hazy sky and wispy high cirrus -

O~-------

SIACHEN AREA 

Opposite Page: Rimo I by moonlight - note 
star trails. Above: Mahendra 's Bridge. 
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The view south to South Terong from Chorten. Ngabong Terong extreme left, Upper Shelkar Chorten Glacier extreme right. 

had already appeared the previous day, and 
as we packed our sacks for Rimo the 
weather finally broke. The Bombay team 
had already concluded all their successful 
ascents. Boga and Arun were on their way 
home, climbing out over the fixed ropes by 
the river. Dave and Jim returned exultantly 
from Rimo III and Jim immediately set off 
home, anxious to return to queues of dental 
patients in Brampton. The weather had 
obviously set bad and Tony was already 
overdue at work, so he decided sadly to 
abandon Rimo I and, on a dismal grey 
morning, he set off with Jim. 

* * * For those of us who remained, there were 
another nine days to kill. First Dave and I 
sorted out the chaos at Advance Base and 
our high camp; then we joined the others at 
Base Camp, for another two days of rain . 
When the weather began to improve again 
we set off to explore the two remaining 
major glaciers of the Terong basin. Dave, 
Dhiren, Harish, Muslim, Pratap and Harsinh 
Junior left for the South Terong Glacier, 
while I climbed up into the parallel glacier 
just to the North - the Shelkar Chorten. 

I set off without the only accurate map of 
the area - the new survey of India map - not 
realizing that we had a spare copy, and 
discovered after a day and a half that the 
Shelkar Chorten Glacier was only about 
half the length suggested in the Wala sketch 
map that I was carrying. I camped, the 
second night, on the vast arctic snowfield at 
the head of the glacier and climbed one of 
the peaks on the rim the next morning. 
Later, looking at the Indian map, I dis-
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covered that it was 6050 m high. We called 
it Chorten. 

An easy col led Southward to one of the 
branches of the South Terong Glacier. On 
the afternoon of the third day I just missed 
bumping into Harish and Dhiren, who had 
just set off north up another branch, to 
reach yet another previously untrodden col 
- a broad snow saddle, leading easily to the 
South Rimo Glacier (Terong Col). Later in 
the afternoon I walked straight past the spot 
where Dave, Harsinh and Muslim were 
camping, just hidden by a stripe of medial 
moraine on the main South Terong Glacier. 
The following day Muslim and Harsinh 
climbed up one of the southern tributaries 
to another new col - the Warshi Col. The 
glacier on the far side leads down, via a 
gorge, to the Nubra valley. If the gorge is 
passable, it would be possible, using the 
Warshi Col and the Terong Col, to travel 
easily from the Nubra valley to the Rimo 
glacier and thence the Chip Chap river 
(which Dave insisted on calling the Chip 
Shop river) and the historic Karakoram 
Pass, thus crossing the Karakoram axis by a 
new alternative route to the traditional 
Saser La, the established approach to the 
Karakoram Pass. 

Meanwhile, I had headed into another 
Southern tributary, to camp below a fine 
double-summited peak, which we later 
named Ngabong Terong (the Double
Humped Camel ofTerong-6180m). On the 
fourth day out from Base I climbed a 50 
degree snow and ice face, stopping at 8.30 in 
the morning, when the snow was already 
becoming soft, to camp inside a 
bergschrund. The following morning I 

climbed a delightful snow arete and a short 
ice wall to the East hump, where I was 
annoyed to find that the other hump was 
slightly higher, necessitating a three hour 
detour, before returning to another inter
minable, foodless , bookless vigil in the 
bergschrund. Early on the sixth day I 
descended and spent the rest of the day 
trudging down through drizzle to Base 
Camp, to discover that the others had all 
left, taking all the interesting bits of food 
and leaving me an enormous kit bag full of 
gear to carry down. 

* * * The expedition ended on a high note -
eight load ferries across the fixed ropes, 
climbing backwards and forwards, above 
the roaring Terong river, across dramatic 
granite cliffs, studded with junipers and 
wild roses - the "sia" which give the Siachen 
its name. The ropes enabled us to leave the 
valley without crossing the river (which 
flows down under the ice of the Siachen at 
the end of the valley, so it was possible, 
once the cliffs had been crossed, to walk 
straight out onto the Siachen). However, 
our haison officer, 2nd Lt. Mahendra of the 
Maharati regiment, who had already made 
a valiant attempt to drown himself in the 
Terong river, was determined now to build 
a bridge across it. Undeterred by the fact 
that there was no longer actually any need 
to cross the river, he had applied himself to 
the bridge building mission with fanatical 
zeal, employing ten faithful army "jawans" 
(who should have been busy keeping an eye 
on the Pakistan border) to help him. After 
many abortive attempts, he finally succeeded 
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Above: View northwest across Te ram She hr ice-cap (middle). Foreground: North Terong Glacier, horizon left - Sa/taro Kangri, centre -
Chogolisa, right - K2 and Gasherbrums. Below: K12 from Rima I camp 2 at dawn. 

in spanning the river with two precariously 
fixed sections of aluminium ladder. It pro
vided a very slightly quicker route up to the 
Siachen, so we gratefully sent all the loads 
across, to be collected later. We then sent 
Dave across. Luckily he was belayed for the 
crossing; otherwise he would have been 
drowned and swept away under the Siachen 
Glacier (to be regurgitated, perhaps, at the 
Siachen snout, and continue down the 
Nubra to the Shyok and the Indus), when 
the ladder began to buck and sway and 
overturn in the waves. Even with a rope, it 
was a terrifying experienle and he only just 
avoided swallowing a great deal of water. 
The rest of us walked round the longer 
route. 

At nightfall we arrived back in the Nubra 
valley, to be driven to a secret destination 
and shown into the officers mess for a celeb
ratory dinner. All the army top brass were 
waiting for us and servants brought glass 
after glass of whisky and brandy and un
limited cigarettes. We then embarked on an 
enormous and delicious meal. Dave surpas
sed himself, eating several goats and leaving 
Colonel Gupta and his men with indelible 
memories of a virtuoso performance - a tour 
de force of determined gluttony, which 
even Harish could not hope to match. 

Two days later we left for home. (More 
detailed accounts of the expedition will 
appear in this year's Himalayan Journal and 
Alpine Journal.) 

Summary: An account of the ludo-British 
Siachen Expedition 1985. 

33 



STRAIGHT EIGHTS 
by Kim Carrigan 

Foundering in soft snow, my pack heavy 
upon my shoulders and visibility close to 
zero, my confusion was near complete. 
What could possibly have persuaded me, an 
outspoken rock addict, to embark on such 
an alien venture? For years I had belittled 
alpine climbing as a foolish waste of time, 
yet here I was stumbling up a glacier 
towards "Titlis", a limestone peak in the 
Swiss Alps. 

In reality, my companion Martin Scheel 
and I had not strayed too far from our 
normal preoccupation. We planned to 
attempt a new rock route on the South 
Face. To my disadvantage, his warning that 
our approach lay across glaciers and high 
passes had gone unheeded. Even his insis
tence that runners were inappropriate 
footwear had made little impression. Plod
ding behind, I was glad of my borrowed 
mountain boots, and only wished I'd 
accepted the proffered ice-axe to complete 
my humiliation. 

In Zurich, as we prepared for our depar
ture, the overcast sky mocked our faith in a 
fine weather forecast. Completely 
enveloped in swirling mist, we cursed the 
readiness with which we'd accepted such 
prophecy. With darkness fast approaching, 
the likelihood of a crevasse bivi loomed 
closer by the minute. Fortunately, an 
unmistakable ridge located our position and 
we were soon ensconced in the hut. 

With the approach behind us, the curses 
directed at our mute sacks were quickly 
revoked, as their contents of home comforts 
were disgorged. Wine, yoghourts, fresh 
fruits and vegetables, a variety of cheeses 
and fresh ground coffee soon decorated the 
table. Even ifwe failed to leave the hut, our 
stomachs would be content. Apart from the 
necessities of life, we had laboured under a 
mass of ironmongery comprising 25 rings 
and bolts, the same number of pitons and 
the standard free climbing paraphernalia . 
Not knowing what to expect, we had come 
well prepared. 

The following morning, we awoke early: 
9.00 am. The weather seemed little better 
than the previous evening, invoking a 
further string of abuse against the weather 
bureau. For once, this produced the desired 
result. The clouds dispersed revealing a 
clear and cold but fine day. Having arrived 
in a white out, I was unprepared for the 
view that greeted me from the window of 
the hut . As frightening as a collapsing snow 
bridge, the 700 m prow of Titlis towered 
above us. I was relieved the learn that our 
objective lay on a smaller pillar to the left. 
In a true free climbing spirit, our intended 
line ended on a terrace several hundred hor
rid metres short of the summit, but what a 
line! A grey streak of barely-climbable rock 
offered the only sane route up a near-verti
cal pillar. 

After procrastinating over a leisurely 
breakfast, we left the hut for a tentative 
probe. It was only natural that the closer we 
went, the easier excuses would be to find! 
From below, our line looked no less 
intimidating than from afar, but having 
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Above: Martin Scheel following the fourth pitch on the second day. Opposite: The 
impressive prow of Titlis rears above the hut like the bows of a giant ship. These and other 
uncredited photos: Kim Carrigan. 

come this distance , we had to at least give it 
a go. 

Level with the top of the bergschrund was 
a good ledge that we made for. As much as 
I'd appreciated mountain boots in the snow, 
it was good to feel rock again through the 
snugness of Fires. The first lead was mine, 
and proved little more than a scramble. At 
50 m I drilled a ring and brought Martin up. 
Just before he reached my stance our world 

was shattered, as rocks as big as cricket balls 
pelted the area around us. Luckily, the 
ledge I had chosen was slightly sheltered, or 
we'd have needed no further excuses. As it 
seemed to be an isolated event, somewhat 
shaken we persevered. 

Martin led a short pitch to the base of the 
pillar p£Oper and again drilled a ring. We 
had de,:ided in advance that each belay 
would have a ring, making rappelling the 





route a simple matter. Following, I tried to 
present as small a target as possible, but felt 
as obvious as a punk at a formal ball. 

The next pitch looked simple enough, but 
at five metres the jugs ran out. Coming from 
a school where bolts were a last resort, I 
tried to push further but to no avail. 
Defeated, I stood again on the highest good 
ledge and hauled the bolt kit. Drilling from 
a hook on a tiny incut , my rapidly beating 
heart belied the supposed security of my 
position . With the bolt finished and the 
rope clipped, I again felt safe, but only 
briefly . Five metres higher I managed a pin 
in a pocket, but from here the future looked 
bleak. 

"In the Alps you have to go for it", Mar
tin had said before we started. Embracing 
his words like the epitaph of my tombstone, 
I went for it. Continuously hard climbing 
typified the rest of the pitch, the only respite 
coming from another bolt and a pin . Fol
lowing the pack, Martin arrived shaking his 
head, glad to have been on the blunt end of 
the rope. 

The next pitch again began easily, with 
good Friends protecting the first ten metres. 
A poor hook provided the first drilling 
stance and the start of the work . Another 
bolt five metres higher took the last of our 
energy. By now it was late in the day, and 
the sun had long ago left the face. In the 
shade, the temperature was close to freezing, 
making the decision to call it a day an easy 
one. We fixed the 8 mm from our high 
point, as I had no desire to ever relead the 
dreaded third, and headed for the hut. 

Breakfast the next morning was accom
panied by indecision over the weather. 
Clouds had moved in overnight, bringing 
with them the threat of rain. Our greatest 
fear from bad weather lay not in the diffi
culty of retreat, for that posed little prob
lem, but in the increased danger from 
stonefall. The night before , I had finished 
my only book, and Martin hated cards so at 
the risk of being bored we chose the bold 
option, fervently hoping the weather would 
hold . 

Our high point was easily reached and I 
settled back in my belaying stupor, while 
Martin worked above. Fighting for every 
metre, he made slow progress. Several 
hours, two bolts and two pins later, Martin's 
feet could stand no more and we changed 
leads. Painstakingly, I climbed to Martin's 
high point, marvelling at the quality of the 
climbing. A few more hard moves, and the 
rock relented to grant us another pitch. 

In the past, when standards were lower 
than today and naturally protectable lines 
were plentiful, I had climbed many new 
routes without inspection from above. 
More recently however , with the growing 
dependence on fixed protection, only an 
extraordinary new line would I not first 
abseil. My recollection of the excitement 
and adventure of this style of climbing had 
dulled over the years, but every lead 
rekindled those memories. 

Having had the mouse's share of the work 
that day, I volunteered to keep the lead , an 
offer Martin's feet gratefully accepted. 
Unfortunately, the weather by this stage 
had deteriorated to the point where it 
seemed sheer folly to continue. I drilled one 
bolt and made a tentative foray above, 
before acceding to Martin's pleas to go 
down. I was confident that another day 
would see us on top . We had brought with 
us a long 6 mm, which combined with the 8 
mm enabled us again to fix the difficult 
sections, and we were soon back on the 
glacier. 

Fortune had indeed been kind to us , for 
shortly after arriving at the hut, the rain 
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began but by then , Martin had a brew on the 
stove and dinner was well underway. 
Throughout the night , the pitter-patter of 
rain upon the roof allayed any guilt feelings 
we might have had in failing to set the alarm 
for a dawn start . Little could be more 
exquisite than the security of a warm, dry 
bed, beyond the reach of a storm raging out
side. 

By midday , the weather had cleared leav
ing a flawless blue canopy. Too late in the 
day to climb even for crag rats such as our
selves, we decided to take a walk to a 
neighbouring hut to replenish our sadly 
depleted supplies. Despite the huge quantity 
we had carried in , the nearly limitless 
appetites of two hungry climbers had made 
serious inroads in the choicest items. Whilst 
in no danger of starvation, or for that matter 
even mild discomfort, we had trouble con
templating a dinner of boiled rice. To 
compound the problem, several of our most 
prized delicacies had been pilfered by passing 
climbers posing as friends. 

Back at the hut by nightfall , we mentally 
prepared for an early start, in the hope of 
finishing the route the next day , as well as 
getting back to Zurich . Such stress is not 
conducive to peaceful slumber, but at 6.00 
am the next morning I was as ready to go as 
I'd ever be . Stepping onto the glacier, my 
firm resolve was nearly terminated by an 
unexpected surprise. Whereas previously 
our casual starts had ensured soft snow, the 
ice at this hour was frozen solid, and I 
careered off down the slope at a great rate. 
The ensuing bruises increased my respect 
for the objective dangers in the mountains , 
and I proceeded to the base with due caution. 

With our system from the previous day 
wired, it took only two hours till I was back 
in the lead at my high point. Though not 
easy, the pitch protected naturally and I was 
soon at a good ledge drilling the by now 
comforting belay ring . At first, belays from 
a single ring bolt had caused more queasiness 
in my stomach than the thought of eating a 
raw steak, but familiarity had bred trust. 

From here , our line followed a reasonable 
but disjointed crack system . Martin again 
took the lead and swiftly dispensed with an 
initial blank section leading to the first 
crack. The superb rock of the lower part of 
the route gradually deteriorated, until he 
was forced to take a stance below a tottering 
overhang. On arrival at the belay, my heart 
sunk to at least crotch level when I saw what 
awaited me. Before true terror could dictate 
my actions, I grabbed the rack and set to. 

Nuts were of almost no use as were bolts , 
but the pin rack came into its own , as did my 
year's experience on British limestone! For 
over an hour Martin ducked and dodged a 
staccato fire of stone. Rocks big and small 
joined their mates below in violating the 
virgin snow. By the time I had finished, the 
monster had been tamed. Above, the rock 
returned to its earlier quality, and one last 
bolt opened the way to a good cave. From 
here only a scramble remained to the large 
terrace . 

Our timing couldn't have been better. It 
was 4.00 pm . We figured about an hour at 
most back to the hut , followed by a further 
two and a half to the car. For sure we'd be 
back in Zurich before the Pizzerias shut, 
and what could be more satisfying than that! 

Summary: An account of the first ascent 
of The Truth of Human Desire (8+ ) , an 
exciting new route on Titlis , Swiss Alps. 
The route was completed over three days in 
August 1985 by Kim Carrigan and Martin 
Scheel. Pitch grades are :- III , Ill , VIII, 
VIII+ , VIII- , VIII, VIII , III. (UIAA 
scale). 

~ -- ~~: 
~~~,•r _ - '·-. -
-:_ "~i'4~~=~.-.; .•, 

r .. ~ 
-·':.~ 

.,.._,.· 

~
· , '"io 

. . ~ 

.._ ..,,, -~-:-. 
~!"--: ,.,..:·! ~~-- ; ..... 
~~:~·-..-. -

.,,. 

; _·., 

~ 

, , ,..,.,,,✓ 

• , 1 / _;;,r ,,_s . 
-✓-

- ~ ,._, ~f ! ~' 
, r, . -,. 

.. .._ ~ .,.., . (,_ ~ 

.,', ' /'~ 
-- .I' ,-..-..i 

.i 

" 

Top: The pillar of The Truth of Human 
Desire (8+ ) . The route follows the darker 
grey stripes approximately in the centre of 
the slide. Above: Martin Scheel leading the 
initial blank section on pitch six, day three. 
Opposite Page: Kim Carrigan following 
pitch four, day three. Photo: Martin Scheel. 





PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Sa I keld 
Mirella Tenderini interviews leading Italian climber Giancarlo Grassi. 
Translated by Alan Heppenstall. 

Giancarlo Grassi, now 38 years old, had his 
Alpine upbringing during the sixties in the 
harsh, competitive climate which was then 
prevalent in Turin. After repeating a number 
of great classic routes he set out on a quest for 
new climbing grounds, and started experi
menting with new techniques. He was a 
pioneer of the sport of bouldering in Italy, but 
was not content to do this in the valley bottoms 
and took extreme free climbing techniques. 
He was a pioneer of the sport of bouldering in 
Italy, but was not content to do this in the 
valley bottoms and took extreme free climb
ing techniques on to the mountain faces. 
Towards the end of the seventies he became 
friendly with Gianni Camino who was a great 
exponent of the art of ice climbing, and the two 
men together made considerable advances in 
modern ice techniques. Grassi was a frequent 
visitor to the Scottish mountains in winter 
and was always on the look-out for more 
advanced equipment to try. Together with 
Gianni Camino and Marco Bernardi he made 
up a hard team to attempt the ascent of frozen 
waterfalls of extreme difficulty, but not con
tent with this they took the skills thus gained 
on to the ice couloirs of the major Alpine 
peaks. Some of his noteworthy first ascents 
were: the Freney Supercouloir (with M . Ber
nardi and R. Luzi, 1980); the SW buttress of 
Point Welzenback on the Aiguille Noire de 
Peuterey (with M . Bernardi and F. Salina, 
1980); Lyskamm North Face Direct (1982), 
numerous other routes in the Monte Rosa 
group and in the Gran Paradiso, and many 
ascents of icefalls of extreme technical diffi
culty. He has taken part in a number of 
expeditions to the Andes, and also in the 
Andes completed important ascents climbing 
professionally with clients. In fact Giancarlo 
Grassi has shown himself capable of apply
ing to his work as a guide the same standards 
of excellence which he has always shown in 
his amateur climbing activities. 

In winter 1985 Grassi visited North Ameri ca 
with Renato Casarotto and Guido Ghigo as the 
first Italians to tackle the extreme difficulties 
of the ice "sanctuaries" of Quebec and the 
Rocky Mountains of Alberta and British Col
umbia. Routes done include: Cristal V, La 
Pomme d'Or, Mont Gros Bras (Quebec) and 
Polar Circus, Weeping Wall Central Pillar and 
Weeping Pilla r, Snow Dome Slipstream 
(Alberta), all Grade V or VI (which is the upper 
limit of the Canadian scale of difficulty). So far 
his repertoir has included more than 100 first 
ascents of couloirs and ice falls with difficulties 
up to grade VI and more than 200 new routes 
on valley-bottom crags graded from V - VII 
and VIII on the UIAA scale. 

MIRELLA TENDERINI : One of Giancarlo 
Grassi's most important routes was the 
Hyper Couloir on the south face of the 
Grandes Jorasses, which he did with Gianni 
Camino in 1978 and only had its first repeat 
ascent last year (1984). I began by talking to 
Giancarlo about this. 

GIANCARLO GRASSI : This was my first 
experience of climbing a frozen waterfall in a 
mountain environment; not readily accessible 
on the flanks of a low-lying valley, but high up 
between the jaws of a rotten, south facing ice 
couloir. At that time (which was 1978) Gianni 
and I had never encountered ice climbing at 
this extreme level of difficulty, and we were 
amazed at the discovery of a continuous 
sequence of icefall pitches at such a high 
altitude, which we had to overcome. Th e crux 
pitch of the route was a 40 metre vertical 
icefall which occupied us for four hours, and 
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Giancarlo Grassi bouldering at Valle Susa. 

the rotten ice ruled out any real possibility of 
protection. Then there was a final 20 metre 
icefall where Camino took a 30 metre fall, 
luckily without serious consequences, and 
where we were forced to battle away for three 
hours in an icy torrent. The following season 
we started to develop the idea of tackling the 
big serac barriers on Mont Blanc. As a result 
there came about the somewhat irrational 
routes on the Seracs of Col Maudit and to the 
sides of the Pear Buttress on the Brenva Face 
of Mont Blanc. Another highly prized first 
ascent took place on the highest icefall in 
Europe, on Mont Blanc again, this time in the 
upper section of the Freney Couloir, right of 
the Gervasutti-Bollini pillar. On this route it 
took us five hours to climb 100 metres of ice, 
and we were being bombarded continuously 
by large blocks falling from above. We named 
this route the Freney Supercouloir. 

My climbing career has tended to evolve 
particularly in the direction of ice climbing, 
and in looking for new developments I have 
become especially interested in those trans
ient ice formations which only materialise at 
certain times of year. Presently I started to 
turn my attention to the south facing sides of 
mountains, where they might not be expected 
to occur. On the contrary, in certain conditions 
(which may only come about once every two 
or three years), south faces can present ice 
formations, even in summer. You can see this 
on the South Face of the Grandes Jorasses, 
which we climbed this year (1985) in June. 
We took the line of a rock climb put up by 
Machetto and Gogna over three days in 1973, 
but we did it as an ice climb in ten hours, 
without once touching rock. Of course it is a 
new route with respect to the Machetto
Gogna. 

How do you divine the existence of these 
ephemeral formations just at the exact 
moment when they occur? Do you already 
have something in mind, and what do you 
base your judgement on? 

It involves quite detailed research because, as 
I said, some of the formations which I have 
climbed may appear only for very short 
periods of time, years apart. If I visited the 
mountains only at weekends I wouldn't have 
the faintest idea where to look. But since I 
spend most of my time in the mountains and 
this sort of route interests me particularly, I 
keep my eyes open and memorise all the 
gullies and faces where I can see water falling. 
In that way I know that when the right weather 
conditions come along a certain wet area will 
be transformed into an icefall which will 
provide me with a means of ascent. This may 
well be in summer. 

To do these kind of routes on ice structures 
which appear and disappear, I have the 
impression that you need not only experience 
but a special instinct that tells you when the 
right moment has come. Would you say that 
you have this "sixth sense"? 

Very much so, otherwise I wouldn't be sitting 
here talking to you now. There have been 
many occasions when I have turned back 
because it wasn't the right moment. Experi 
ence is essential, of course, but alone it isn't 
enough. 

As was the case on the Jorasses? 

Yes, I had actually been up to do this five 
times before the successful ascent. Twice in 
June last year, but water was cascading down 
and we couldn't make any progress. This year 
there was a cold spell at the end of March and 
we started on the route in the evening, but 
there was no way we could get up it. Water 
was dripping down the rock, and after 300 
metres we were covered in sheets of ice. The 
ice was hollow beneath our crampon points 
and we had no choice but to descend. But on 
the 20th June the cond itions were perfect: 
not a trickle of water com ing down; nothing 
falling from above. Magic! ... like Scotland in 
winter. 

That's right, you were the first Italian to visit 
Scotland and practise the front-point 
techniques employed there, and you were 
pretty well the first to introduce these 
techniques into Italy. 

The first time I went to Scotland was in 1979 
with Gianni Camino. We had heard talk of 
these new techniques, and of Zero and Point 
Five Gullies, and we wanted to see these 
routes and their standard of difficulty. But 
above all we wanted to get to know the area. 
And the area is fantastic! It's like being in 
Patagonia, except that the ice supports you. 
It's magnificent: everything coated in hard 
snow-ice. The ice clings on to everything and 
even manages to cover overhanging vegeta
tion. Incredible! However the routes are shor
ter than we are used to, and this made us 
think that it would be an ideal place to hold ice 
climbing courses. So we have been back 
every year since then with groups that we 
were instructing. 

Before you started doing your ice routes you 
used to practise and expound the philosophy 
of bouldering and small crag climbing. Did 
you regard these activities as forms of moun
taineering? 

Yes I did, though I would have to say that 
nowadays rock climbing and mountaineering 
are unfortunately moving ever further apart, 
with an unbridgeable gulf in between. This I 



It is a tragedy that human progress has had the effect of contaminating the simple values we 
used to enjoy then, to replace them with concepts of sport allied exclusively to competition . 

. . . to prep/ace bolts on routes totally devoid of a logical line ... strikes me as a form of pollution. 

regret very much because the two activities 
are basically the same, or at least they have a 
common denominator in the form of the 
actual section of rock on which the climb 
takes place. There should not really be this 
gap. Fundamentally an isolated boulder in 
the woods represents a piece of the mountain 
from which it was separated . Looked at in this 
way, success on a boulder problem after 
many failed attempts can give me the same 
moment of satisfaction as a major moun
taineering route. Unfortunately in Italy today 
bouldering provides a ready arena for the 
take-over of our sport by competition which is 
also threatening mountaineering at higher 
levels. It is this competition which is causing 
the split. The first few times I went bouldering 
among the moraine deposits near Rivoli, in 
Val di Susa, I have happy memories of action
packed days, whole winters spent searching 
for erratic boulders in the woods, using a map 
copied out from an old book, like pirates hunt
ing for buried treasure. The sense of adventure 
was total and all-absorbing. Of course it was a 
game, but a great one. It is a tragedy that 
human progress has had the effect of con
taminating the simple values we used to 
enjoy then, to replace them with concepts of 
sport allied exclusively to competition. 

The competition does exist nonetheless. Is it 
not better therefore to regulate it? What do 
you think of speed climbing competitions? 

I didn't go to Bardonecchia because I disagreed 
with the whole business. I might just be able 
to accept climbing competitions held on pur
pose-built climbing walls in a stadium, to 
provide entertainment. If there are people 
who want to earn a living from this and are 
able to do so, I don't see why we should 
prevent them. But it doesn't make much 
sense to transform natural climbing grounds 
into rock stadia. I don't agree either with the 
current fashion of lowering oneself down a 
rock face from above in order to preplace 
bolts on routes totally devoid of a logical line, 
which probably no one would ever get up by 
free climbing. Much better surely to drill 
holes in cement. On rock this strikes me as a 
form of pollution. 

Competition does not only appear in the form 
of speed climbing. What do you think of the 
extraordinary commercial deals arranged in 
record time especially by the French - think of 
Escoffier or Profit. Why do you think it is 
mainly the French who go in for this kind of 
thing? 

At present climbing is much more developed 
in France than it is here in Italy, in terms of 
technique but above all in the numbers prac
tising the sport. There are more climbers, and 
a higher level of training. This is one reason 
for the tendency you mentioned. The other is 
that those personalities who depend for a 
living on public approval of their image are 
obliged to invent ever more remarkable 
undertakings in order to retain that approval. 
There is nothing wrong with the undertakings 
themselves: from a sporting point of view 
they are perfectly acceptable. But one does 
wonder sometimes what there can still be left 
to do in order to make an impression on 
people. 

Don't you think people might feel the same 
about Giancarlo Grassi when he goes out 
looking for ephemeral structure of ice to 
climb? Might they not say that you do it to 
impress the public? 

Left: Grassi leading on La Vela di Ghiaccio and Right: on a typical ice-fall in Piedmont. 
All photos: Grassi Collection. 

I sincerely hope that no one would put this 
slant on my climbing. It is quite true that when 
Gianni and I did the seracs of the Pear Buttress 
there was a rumour that we were being paid 
by the popular Press. What a load of rubbish! 
We did the seracs because they represented a 
logical continuation to the series of routes we 
had been putting up around Mont Blanc. And 
after the seracs of the Pear the next logical 
continuation was to go and look for the trans
ient ice couloirs which only occur from time 
to time. We embarked on this search because 
of our desire for adventure, nothing else. 
Breaking new ground is an essential part of 
adventure. So too is risk. Even though 
improved technique has reduced considerably 
the objective dangers by cutting down 
dramatically the time spent on routes of this 
nature, nonetheless they are dangerous 
undertakings, and sometimes unpredictable. 
You have to gamble when it is the right 
moment to gamble, and you also have to be 
prepared to back off when you may have 
thought that right moment had come. 

Tell us a little about your activities this season. 

One season for me is like a lifetime. I have to 
keep a diary in order to remember what 
routes I did the previous year. Because my 
whole life revolves around mountains I clock 
up an enormous number of routes, climbing 
either as a guide or as an amateur. As soon as 
I get a bit of free time I go out immediately to 
do the sort of routes which interest me from 
the point of view of my personal evolution. I 
think my approach is unusual because I tend 
to regard ascents of classic routes as sitting 
still, and really I am only interested in moun
taineering as a means of breaking new ground. 
This year I have put up 64 new routes, includ
ing some icefalls, some free climbs on out
crops and some standard routes in high 

mountains. There were 20 high mountain 
routes, of which 7 were in the Mont Blanc 
group. So you can see why I can't remember 
all of them from one season to the next unless 
I write them down. 

Perhaps you will remember the extra-Euro
pean ones more easily. How did it go in 
Canada? 

It was the finest experience of my !ife so far as 
technical ice climbing is concerned. Canadian 
ice aroused in me the same sort of sensations 
as Yosemite granite. Vertical uninterrupted 
ice for five or six hundred metres. I went out 
there with Casarotto and another friend of 
ours, and we enjoyed magnificent weather 
for 45 consecutive days: a miracle! We did 
everything of interest we could find, and had 
a marvellous time. By contrast this year's 
Everest expedition to attempt the West Ridge 
in winter was a sad disappointment - at least 
in human terms. I have heard it said that you 
can only experience real adventure in the 
Himalaya, but I found It more like a business 
venture - like working at a company head
quarters at 8000 metres. It's inevitable with 
large, high budget expeditions. I'll stick to my 
Alpine icefalls, with just one partner. 

What are your plans for the immediate 
future? 

I should have been out on Cerro Torre at this 
moment, but we have had a superb, extended 
summer season and I have had to work more 
or less until now as a guide. Also I am writing 
a book about climbing in Val di Susa, and 
another one about the hundred finest routes 
on rock pinnacles. I have to fit in a trip to the 
Grigna to take some photographs on one or 
two of the pinnacles there: the Giulia, the 
Fungo and the Sigaro. 
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IDEAS 
A Point of Contention 
by Chris Gore 

Up until the past few years every gene ration 
has produced a prominent figure at the 
forefront of rock-climbing to push the 
hardest routes · and set new standards; 
Brown , Whillans , Crew, Rouse , Fawcett, 
Moffatt, but things have changed and such 
inspirational individuals have been 
replaced by a nucleus of very talented, very 
dedicated and very ambitious climbers. 

This cadre has evolved as climbing 
approaches a technical plateau, where the 
top routes of today do not contain merely a 
single crux , at 6c ( our highest technical 
grade) , but often sustained sections at this 
standard. No longer does the naturally 
talented climber have that extra edge, but 
the determined , dedicated athlete who is 
willing to apply himself to gain the neces
sary fitness for the routes of today. 

Along with this advanced state of physical 
ability , there have also developed "ad
vanced" states of ethical styles , the majority 
of which have been accepted by most clim
bers; albeit with reservations, and at times a 
little confusion . Such tactics as yo-yoing, 
hangdogging , pre-inspection and in some 
cases pre-placed ropes , are all ethical 
misdemeanours used to "aid" the climber in 
his ascent of a route. Unfortunately what 
actually constitutes a valid ascent has now 
become lost in a conflicting plethora of 
ethical styles . Of course the end result is the 
same; the climber ascends the route without 
recourse to aid or rest whilst on lead, 
although ropes are often left in-situ after the 
leader has fallen and lowered to the ground/ 
belay (yo-yoing) . 

British climbing and ethics had thus 
become fairly settled in its usual state of 
confusion , with a few anomalies , until the 
recent visit of two very talented Parisian 
climbers . All the best efforts by Britain 's 
finest were totally eclipsed when Antoine 
Le Menestrel soloed Revelations (E7 6c) at 
Ravens Tor. The result of such humiliation 
has been a revision and comparison of British 
and continental styles. So now looming on 
the horizon is a new ethical dilemma, one 
that could dramatically change the face of 
British climbing - the prospect of French 
ethics being transported to Britain . 

So what is Technique Franc;ais, and what 
are the pros and cons? The majority _of 
routes in France are on superb quality 
limestone, typified by the much publicised 
and popular Verdon Gorge and Buoux . All 
of the routes in these and other areas are 
protected by in-situ gear; pitons , bolts or 
threads. One of the fundamental philo
sophies of French climbing is the impor
tance of pure movement on rock , physi~al 
accomplishment divorced from wornes 
about protection; danger is not an as_pect 
that is incorporated into French rock-climb
ing. Thus , the actual ascent of an already 
established route depends on the d1spos1t1on 
or talent of the climber attempting the 
route, and as a general rule , what you do 
before the actual ascent is irrelevant as long 
as you 'Redpoint' the route eventually. 

The finest style of ascent is a vue ( on
sight) , this is similar to the British ' flashed ' 
ascent whereby the climber attempts a 
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Above: Chris Gore. Photo: Jerry Moffatt. 
Remaining photos by the Author. 
Opposite Top: Top-roping on the grand 
scale at Buoux. Practising moves to 
perfection prior to leading the route is 
fundamental to the "French Style " ofrock
climbing. Unknown climber on Parties 
Carrees (7c, E5 6b). 
Below: Didier Rabouton on Chouca (Sb) at 
Buoux, currently one of the hardest climbs 
in France. Far Right: Martin Atkinson in 
more traditional pose on the superbly 
exposed No Man's Land (7a , E5 6a) also at 
Buoux. 

route and climbs it first time without falling. 
There is a difference though , and the French 
are a lot more strict about what actually 
constitutes an 'on-sight' ascent. For example 
the climber must have no prior knowledge 
of the route; this was exemplified by visiting 
climber Jean-Baptiste Tribout facing out
wards whilst belaying Antoine Le Menestrel 
on Obsession (E6 6b , Malham) , so as not to 
see his partner climb the route. Should the 
climber know something about the route 
that he is to attempt, and 'flashes ' it, this is 
known in France as Premier essai (first try). 
Usually such ascents are the exception 
rather than the rule . 

The most common form of ascent is one 
that is 'worked ' ; the climber goes from bolt 
to bolt , thus climbing the route with as 
many rests as there are bolts. Once the rope 
is at the top of the route , the moves are 
practised more thoroughly, and , depending 
on the attitude of the climber, the moves 
may be linked completely whilst on the top 
rope or just sections of the route climbed 
leaving the moves to be connected on lead. 
Whatever is done beforehand , the route 
must then be 'Redpointed', i.e . climbed 
from bottom to top in one push. Should the 
climber fall , he must lower off, pull his 
ropes through the start again; if this is not 
done the ascent is not valid. 

The style of a first ascent is very similar , 
the route is top-roped , or certain moves are 
practised to check the feasibility of the line. 
Bolts are then placed at the most convement 
points and after the route has been 
adequately 'worked' it is then Redpointed . 
It is interesting to note that due to these 
various styles of ascent , all of which are 
clear-cut , the French climbing press five 
due credit to those that have climbed a 
route 'on-sight ' or 'first try ' . 

So this is the style. The obvious benefit 
from this approach is that by knowing about 
the route in advance , success is assured 
wherever the hardest section of the route is , 
with the psychological barriers removed 
and no worries as to what lies ahead . If the 
route has been worked correctly it will only 
be a matter of time before it is ' Red pointed' . 
So what is gained? Two points favour the 
French style; firstly the lack of confusion , 
there is no "well he sort of did it ", with Red
pointing as the final result there can be no 
argument , secondly , and what is most likely 
to bring this style into Britain is the fact that 
far harder routes can be climbed. But what 
of the experience , the challenge? When a 
route is climbed French style , the enjoy
ment comes solely from pure physical 
achievement: after a route has been 
'worked ' you climb -it then lower off, but 
something is lacking , a certain je ne sais 
quoi is missing. 

So will this style come to Britain? Some 
may suggest that we're nearly there. A 
number of high standard British climbers 
have visited France and using French ethics , 
have succeeded on a number of hard French 
routes (Sb French grade being the hardest 
route ascended by a British climber .. . or 
French for that matter!) 

Now there are mumblings about the use 
of this technique in Britain, maybe there 
will come a time when routes cannot be 
climbed without recourse to such methods. 
But will such tactics spread to routes that 
have been previously been climbed with
out. At the moment everything is confined 
to bolt routes in France , but what if the 
philosophy of protection is also imported 
along with the climbing style into Britain? 
Thus because a route has been top-roped 
prior to the ascent , protection should only 
be a formality, and all the routes that are 
scary for the on-sight leader will get bolts 
put in them as people will gradually become 
interested only in the movement and not the 
experience. (Perhaps such charges might 
occur soon in Britain anyhow, as dubious 
peg placements eventually rot and can only 
be replaced by a solid bolt , totally changing 
the character of the route) . 

It might be worth those who could be 
responsible for the introduction of these 
techniques thinking more to the future of 
British climbing rather than to the future of 
their climbing careers. We have so little 
rock left , it would be a shame to see it 
ravaged by the selfish few , especially those 
who should be setting an example for future 
generations. Maybe we could change that 
old ,?dage just a little .. . "When in France 





BOOKS 
Devon and Dartmoor Guide 

South Devon & Dartmoor 
by Pat Littlejohn and Pete 
O'Sullivan 
Cordee £6.95 

If you are planning to climb in 
Devon this guidebook is a must. It 
is a long-held belief of mine that 
poor guidebook coverage is the 
chief reason for apparent lack of 
interest in the area among most 
of the nation's keen climbers. 
What other reason can there be 
for the relative neglect of such 
classics as Moon raker (Berry 
Head) and Aviation (Dartmoor) to 
name just two. 

The Bank Holiday hordes 
rushing westwards towards the 
crowds on Cornish granite are 
presumably unaware of the 
pleasures that they are passing. 
Even Moon raker's publicity in 
Hard Rock seems to have done 
little to enhance its popularity -
perhaps this guide will herald a 
much deserved change. 

Littlejohn and O'Sullivan have 
been the major activists over the 
past decade, they are the ideal 
writers and this guide is well upto 
their usual standard - it should 
certainly inspire increased 
interest in locals and visitors alike. 

However, let's be honest - an 
awful lot of climbing in South 
Devonisnondescriptandforthe 
devoted enthusiast only. This 
guide employs a star system for 
quality, thus allowing the visiting 
climber to pick out the true gems. 
Quibbling over stars awarded is 
always easy (is The Pinch really 
worth 3 stars and Blood Lust 
none?) but Pete Biven's comment 
in the 1960s that the best routes in 
the area compare favourably to 
the best elsewhere still holds very 
true. 

'Hard men' who may previously 
have shied away will no doubt 
spot that both technical and 
overall standards have risen in a 
way one might not have expected 
in this supposedly balmy 
backwater. This guide records the 
area's E5's and 6b's for the first 
time - regrettably it also reports 
the first purpose-placed bolt 
protection in the area. No E6's are 
apparent but remember that 
many routes are unrepeated 
products of abseil inspection and 
no doubt demand great respect. 

Berry Head Quarry is at last 
emerging as a major climbing 
ground (with Bruce Woodley to 
the fore) and boasts fine hard 
climbs - doubtless with more to 
follow - mind you I am left rather 
puzzled at the absence of a photo/ 
diagram which would seem. 
particularly necessary for this 
crag. 

The merger of the old 
"Dartmoor" and "Torbay" guides 
into one volume is geographically 
logical and provides a sensibly 
sized volume covering an 
immense variety of climbing from 
the magnificent sea cliffs of the 
Old Redoubt to the pleasant, ever-
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popular Chudleigh and finally the 
vicious hand-grating granite tors 
of Dartmoor. No longer is it 
necessary to purchase four 
volumes to be informed about 
routes in this unique area! 

The lack of action photos is a 
pity but presumably the result of 
a limited budget; also I find the 
historical and first ascent list 
irritating in that separate 
paragraphs have been judged 
necessary for each area within the 
guide. Personally, I would have 
preferred one section relating to 
the historical development of 
South Devon as a whole. 

However, these are minor 
points. The fact is that the guide is 
good - it is informative, inspiring 
and does justice to a vastly 
underrated region. It is 14 years 
since a full Torbay guide was 
published - perhaps we will now 
begin to see the climbs getting 
the attention they deserve. 
Mick Fowler 

A Guide to Accident Response 
and First Aid Care 
by M. Lenz, S.C. MacDonald and 
J. Carline. 
Third Edition 1985 
The Mountaineers, ditributed by 
Cordee - Mountain Books £3.95. 

I always remember the first 
edition of this book - Peter 
Boardman gave it to me before 
we went to Everest in 1975 -
thinking quite rightly that I had 
much to learn. Now, this 110 page 
softback has developed over 13 
years into a comprehensive, if 
miniature First Aid Manual. The 
emphasis is on accidents and 
injuries and what to do about 
them quickly. 

The methodical chapter 
headings: 

1. Before Going to the 
Mountains 
2. When an Injury Occurs 
3. First Aid for Specific 
Conditions 
4. Short Distance Transfer & 
Evacuation Techniques 
5. Making A Plan and Carrying 
it Out 

are a little reminiscent of lessons 
at The Scouts. But the contents 
are accurate, sensible, concise 
and practical. The only drug 
mentioned in the First Aid Kit is 
c1spirin - commendably simple 
and appropriate. 

Written not by doctors, who 
often complicate things, but by a 
nurse and two first aiders, all who 
climb, at 6 oz this is the book for 
your rucksack. It deals with most 
catastrophes and is the best 
around for its size. 

When the fourth edition is 
published, The Mountaineers . 
might consider a plastic cover - It 
will last longer. 

Charles Clarke 

The late Charlie Heard on Interrogation (E3, 6a) Haytor Low Man, 
Devon. Photo: Don Sargeant. 

Extremist's Guide to Devil's Lake 
New Climbs 
by Leo Hermacinski 
Taped Squirrel Productions $3.50 

Another rainy day leaves me little 
to do other than wonder if I'll ever 
touch dry rock on my round
Britain tour, so there's time to 
daydream ofthe invariably warm, 
sunny days at Devil's Lake. 

Being in England, where for 
every stone there is a guide (and a 
guide for every stone) I am 
reminded of my long-standing 
promise to review the Extremist's 
Guide to Devil's Lake New 
Climbs; not to mention my free 
copy. 

To put the book in context a 
word of explanation: Devil's Lake 
is an oasis in the midst of the 
climbing desert otherwise known 
as the American midwest. As such 
it attracts many climbers of ability 
and alcoholics of distinction. With 
its good climbing and excellent 
social scene (the equal of any) the 
regulars feel very proud and 
possessive of their home ground. 
The "official" guidebook (written 
by the Chicago Mountaineering 
Club, America's foremost 
armchair climbing club) is 
something of an embarrassment 
with its terribly inaccurate 
grading; moreover it is out of date 
and terribly, terribly dull. 

Salvation has come with the 
Extremist's Guide - thoroughly 
modern in outlook and 
presentation. It acts firstly as an 
important supplement to the CMC 

Guide in detailing all the routes 
done since the old guide's 
publication. Bringing the very fine 
sandstone areas back into print is 
most welcome, and the visiting 
climber will be particularly 
thankful for the graded list of the 
older routes. In addition to real 
grades there are also star quality 
ratings to point out the better 
routes. 

No guidebook review is 
complete without picking at a few 
grades. Suffice to say that there 
are a few routes that could go up 
or down a half grade, but there 
are no glaring errors. 

What else? The diagrams are 
clear and useful; the cover very 
good; the typesetting perhaps a 
bit cramped. And controversy 
aplenty: the book has been 
banned in several stores (in the 
U.S., not South Africa) due to the 
incoherent rantings of a small 
group of rabid feminists who take 
exception to several route names. 
This is not the place to argue 
matters of censorship, and in any 
case the vast majority of Lake 
regulars are firmly behind the 
author's decision not to rename 
routes arbitrarily. 

In summary then, a good book, 
worth having if you climb, or plan 
to climb, at Devil's Lake. It proves 
that a guide to the Lake can be 
accurate and interesting. The next 
comprehensive guide could be as 
good as this supplement if the 
right people are involved (i.e. not 
the CMC). One can only hope. 
Jack Ness 
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Dogged Footsteps 
from Christian Griffiths 
Dear Editor, 
Recently I had the pleasure of 
seeing my "always controversial" 
name in print in your magazine 
(Mountain 106). For me it's a rare 
treat and the bit about "always 
controversial" was quite a 
compliment. I thank you. 

However, in his enthusiasm to 
have a spicy premiere entry as the 
new Colorado news editor, Mark 
Wilford saturated his report with 
more opinion and lack of honest 
understanding than fact. 

I am speaking primarily of his 
commentary on the first ascent of 
my route of last spring, Paris Girl. 
My criticism does not lie in the 
relaying of valid information. 
Paris Girl was conceived of and 
created as a statement. The tactics 
and style in which the route was 
produced were all carefully 
considered and weighed next to 
"traditional ethics" and should be 
communicated. 

On the first ascent, I did top
rope the route, hangdog sections 
and then after this, rappelled and 
placed seven bolts to create from 
a top-rope problem one for the 
lead. The idea of the route was 
not to pull the wool over people's 
eyes but rather to open a few to 
the new dimensions climbing has 
evolved into in the last few years. 
Mark's use of statements like 
"manufactured the route, ... 
massive hangdogging efforts ... 
top-roped to determine if it was 
physical," and his query "Why 
wasn't it left to future generations 
tostartfromthebottom?" may all 
be valid statements of Mark's 
opinions, and some raise 
important issues. But as a whole, 
they related Mark's 
misunderstanding of the 
dynamics that are shaping our 
sport today. 

Hangdogging is an issue I won't 
consider. It is an element of style 
which allows, by the use of aid, an 
important expediency in a 
subsequent free ascent. It is a 
personal choice of days and 
possibly weeks, traditional style, 
versus hours hangdogged. A 
choice deciding the amount of 
time you want to spend working 
on a difficult route. 

As a style it has its obvious 
advantages and ethically, an 
enormous share of weaknesses. I 
will only comment that it is 
without question the style which 
now plays a critical role in the 
establishment ofthe world's most 
difficult climbs and has been 
chosen for this task by the world's 
best climbers. 

-

Moffat's Revelations (E7 6c); Le 
Menestrel's Choucha (Sb) and 
Gullich's Canal in the Back(10) 
are routes whose grades shoot 
astronomically beyond anything 
presently on American rock. And 
the style their first free ascents 
were arrived at is of the sort 
advocating techniques far more 

Christian Griffiths - a radically new breed of climber. 
Photo: Martin Atkinson. 

radical than the classical hangdog 
Americans are still grumbling 
about! 

Perhaps Mark should open his 
eyes and set an example for other 
American climbers rather than 
making petty statements like 
"massive hangdogging." Mark! It 
doesn 't matter. Hangdogging is 
hang dogging ... it would be crazy 
to say "We are going to allow 
hangdogging but for only five 
minutes on a given route." And if 
this isn't the sort of stupidity that 
Mark is suggesting and if he really 
wants to fight against the style, 
let's get real, Mark, and start 
reporting such infractions when 
they occur in the first ascent of 5.9 
and 5.10 and not just in the routes 
given the highest grades. 

As for bolts placed on rappel. 
The seven placed on Paris Girl are 
a good case from which to 
approach a very important issue. 
It's one that is not completely 
resolved in my mind. With an 
occasional exception, routes in 
Eldorado have been placed on the 
lead. Bolts exist in high 
concentrations but primarily from 
the efforts of the aid climbers of 
the 60's and early 70's. 

Until recently, in an area where 
large fracture lines exist, these 

traditional techniques have been 
completely adequate. This year, 
however, there has been brought 
into existence very hard routes 
which depended on rapp placed 
bolts for their conception. 

Lack of rock is certainly a factor 
which might lead the aspiring first 
ascentionist to blank areas 
in between established routes. But 
more importantly is the desire to 
create next to the traditional, a 
radically different breed of route. 

Visiting the limestone of the 
Frankenjura in Southern 
Germany, or Buoux or Verdon in 
France for just a few moments is 
enough for anyone to realize there 
exists there a type of route and a 
type of climbing radically 
different from the old American 
classics of Yosemite Valley, 
Eldorado etc. 

It isn't a question of bravery. It 
bears no resemblance to the 
pursuits of Goretex and pile clad 
mountaineers. The German 
climber, the French climber and 
even now the English climber at 
the top end doesn't want to worry 
about dying or even having his 
mind clogged by speculation of 
which one of fifteen number one 
RP's are going to hold should he 
fall off. 

The top climbers abroad are 
now looking at climbing in terms 
of the sole pursuit of physical 
difficulty. Stack seven Midnight 
Lightnings on top of each other 
and you might come close to 
creating an American equivalent 
of The Rose and the Vampire (Sb), 
the latest testpiece at Buoux. 

With such extremes, who wants 
to worry about anything else. 
Bolts are a necessity. Granted that 
with inspired leadership (Mark) 
perhaps those French boys would 
give up their top-ropes, their hole 
enlarging files and their high-tech 
fast clipping carabiners for a little 
American "Hang in there man off 
that first joint one finger pocket! 
(Onsight), and try and twist in a 
number one RP in the hole just 
below. Then only another 40 feet 
overhanging on more of the same 
and then maybe you can wiggle 
in a tri-cam." 

By no means do I want Eldorado 
Canyon to become a Buoux. The 
kind of radical proliferation of bolt 
lines France is experiencing now 
is a dimension unique to the 
needs of limestone and the 
Continental new routes climate. 
America has her own uniqueness 
as well which is very worthy of 
protection. However, the sort of 
routes which trouble Mark so 
much do exist and it is a type of 
climb and style of climbing which 
Americans deserve to experience 
in Europe and even "practice", as 
it were, on their own home 
ground. 

Routes such as Paris Girl and 
Rainbow Wa//(Gosh ! Also a lot of 
bolts on that one!) are examples 
of a new, sustained, very 
European sort of face climbing 
whose existence, while 
controversial, is vital. 

To close my reply to Mark's 
Colorado report, I would like to 
answer his question "Why wasn't 
the route left as a top-rope for 
others to try from the ground 
floor?" with another: "What do 
you think?" Certainly the answers 
can be read in the very same 
column. 

Mark sings nothing but praise 
for the obviously brilliant visit of 
Patrick Ed linger. Did he ever 
wonder perhaps how Mr. Edlinger 
developed the ability to flash 
routes such as Genesis? (Could it 
be that he spends a lot of time 
placing number one RP's?) A visit 
to France to see some of Patrick's 
and his compatriots' routes would 
answer this question for anyone 
who still wonders. 

A second answer, closer to 
home, can also be found in Mark's 
report. This summer Bob Horan 
led a route I had "left" as a top
rope problem. It is called The 
Muscle Up and involves a very 
tricky mantle heel hook 
maneouvre to round the blank lip 
of a five foot roof twenty feet off 
the ground. 

When I did the top-rope ascent, 
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I pondered the possibility of it as a 
lead. I could , I speculated, place a 
pin under the roof (the only 
possible place of " natural " 
protection) and leave a very 
dangerous legacy for anyone who 
might attempt it without the 
benefit of a top-rope. Or I could 
place a bolt off the pin on the lip 
and make the very technical move 
safe for later ascents . I decided 
the route was too short and too 
easily set up as a top-rope to 
deserve a bolt and so left it. Bob 
Horan, after top-roping The 
Muscle Up opted for the lead and 
for the pin . Now the route is a 
lead, right! Only good luck to the 
man who starts from the bottom. 

As the bodies pile up at the base 
will Mark realize his error in not 
reporting the "wiring" of this 
route prior to the led ascent? 
Maybe he just wanted someone 
to know boldness still exists in 
Colorado. Good try Mark. I'll stay 
with " controversy" and the Paris 
Girl. 

Christian Griffith 
Boulder, Colorado 

Changtse Climbed! 
from Jim Lindsay 

Dear Sir, 
Alan Rouse, in his article The 

World 's Highest Mountains 
(Mountain 104), lists Changtse as 
unclimbed. 

I would like to quote some 
extracts from the Journal of the 
Italian Alpine Club of Chile of July 
1983, by Gino Casassa . 

Casassa was a member of an 
unhappy Chilean expedition to 
Everest in March-May 1983. 

Casassa describes how for 
disciplinary reasons he was 
ordered by the expedition leader 
to remain within 100 metres of 
base camp. Base camp was at 
5,150 metres on the moraine of 
the Rongbuk Glacier. The 
following is a translation of 
Casassa's account of how he 
defied the order. 

"I climbed in 2 days from Base 
Camp to Camp 2. 

"14 May - conditions were now 
optimal to climb Changtse of 
7,550 metres. I realized that I could 
make this ascent in 3 days. 

"I left at 3.30am from Camp 2 
(6,100 metres) . In a sporting sense 
I find this extremely interesting 

Climbers "Chalk" Block. Pure Magnesium Carbonate. Send 
£7 .90 for 8 x 2oz. Blocks to : \.W .F. Ltd , Dept . M. 78A Forsyth 
Road, Newcastle / Tyne NE2 3EU . Trade enquiries welcome. 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS: Doug Geeting is now booking for small and large exped itons for 
the 19&.6 climbing season . For the best in Air Transportation and access to th e Alaska 
Range. CALL collect for information & special rates. Area code (907 ) 733·2366 or write 
Doug Geeting, P.O. Box 42 Talkeetna, Alaska 99676. 
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UIAA MOUNTAIN MEDICINE DATA CENTRE 
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medicine, expedition medicine. SAE to: UIAA Mountain 
Medicine Data Centre, Department of Neurological 
Sciences, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 38 Little Britain, 
London EC1. 

The KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE ltd. 
* 3 & 4 week treks into the Karakoram Mountains, 
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* K2 & Concordia - Broad Peak and K2 base camp (28 days) 
* Climb "Gondoro Peak" (5,650 metres) ; Masherbrum, Trinity 

Peak, K6, K7 (21 days) 
* New! Safari trek. 3 short treks around Nanga Parbat; 

Rakaposhi (Hunza); Masherbrum (28 days) 
* We're the no. 1 trekking company in Pakistan - Unbeatable 

prices and value for money 
* Excellent references. 
* Visual presentations in February throughout the U.K. 

Ask for our new 1986 Brochure now! 

The KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE Ltd. 
16 Parvian Road, Leicester LE2 6TS 

Tel. (0533) 541656 (24 hours) 

because Changtse has never been 
climbed solo and to climb solo is 
the pure expression of alpinism . 
Man alone against the mountain. 

"At 8am I arrived at the 
beginning of the North East Ridge 
(6,800 metres) . I followed the long 
ridge for 5kms. It was generally 
flat but with snow cornices. At 
midday I arrived at the base of the 
final pyramid. I could see below 
the rest of the expedition wh ich 
was ascending from Camp 3 to 
Camp 4. At 1530 I arrived within 
10 metres of the summit. In front 
of me there was a slope of 70 
degree powder snow in which I 
sank up to my waist. When I tried 
to ascend I provoked a small 
avalanche which carried me 5 
metres down. I thought about 
giving up because it was very 
dangerous, however I found a 
better route 50 metres to the rig ht 
on the north wall. At 1700 hours I 
arrived finally at the summit. I 
took the obligatory photos and 
began my descent. At 2300 hours 
I arrived very tired at Camp 2. It 
had been 20 and ½ hours of 
climbing between 6,100 and 7,550 
metres of altitude. 

" 16 May - I returned to base 
camp." 

Casassa also refers to an 
American expedition whi ch 
climbed Changtse in 1982-
American Alpine Journal 1983 
page 294. 

Yours faithfully , 
Jim Lindsay 
Canberra, Australia 

Wrong Peak 
from Rick Sylvester 

Dear Editor, 
Writing an obituary is a sad , not 
very pleasant task. I commend 
Paul Nunn on the good job he did 
on Don Whillan 's, though I wish 
another 40 or so years might have 
passed before it needed doing . 

I should point out one error. In 
1974, it was not Cerro Torre but 
Torre Egger that we were trying 
to climb. Don was expedition 
leader, and it was the first attempt 
on Torre Egger. We ended up 
settling as consolation prize on 
the first ascent of the lnnominata, 
the last of the Fitzroy satellites to 
be scaled . 

Best Regards, 
Rick Sylvester 
Olympic (Squaw) Valley 
California 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping , Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pall in Pty. Ltd ., 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S) 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Rick White's Mountain Designs 
Shop 6, Caga Centre 
38 Akuna Street 2601 
Tel. (062) 477153 (M) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432 

N.S.W. : Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel.(07)2296609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
99 Mary Street, 
Brisbane 4000, 
Tel.(07)2216756 

Queensland : Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd ., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty. Ltd., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.212.7857 

Victoria: Camberwell Junction 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 82.7229 

Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
115 Canterbury Rd ., 3135. 
Tel. (03) 729.7844 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd ., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67.3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67.7966 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

Western Australia: Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33AAdelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148 

Christchurch 
Oscar A. Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square. 
Tel. 795174 

Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart Street. 
Tel. 773.679 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies 
109 Thomas St. 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
675 Yonge Street, 
M4Y 2BZ. 
Tel. 416.964.7909 

Ontario: Waterloo 
Adventure Guide, 
258 King St. N, 
N2J 2Y9 
Tel. 519.886.3121 

GERMANY 
Bochum 1 
Tourenzentrum Berghuser 
Alleestr. 89, 4630 
Tel. 0234.64729 (C) (M) (S) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Mountain Services International 

Ltd ., 
102, 1/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wan Chai . 
Tel. 5-733313 

INDIA 
Delhi 
M/S West Coast Mfrs. & Traders 

(Regd.), 
261 Okhla Industrial Estate, 
Phase 111, 
New Delhi 110020 
Cable 'Snowequip', 
Tel. 635498, 637421 
Retail Showroom -
92 - U.B. Jawahar Nagar, 
Delhi - 110007 
Tel. 223900 

ITALY 

Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street, (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop 
92-98 Corporation Street, 4. 
Tel. 021.236. 7799 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd ., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M 'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd ., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.233122- Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd ., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
Pindisports 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS14SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd . 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Canterbury 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
3 Palace Street. 
Tel. 0227.470023 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road . 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road. 
Tel. 0222.399178 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 
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Chester 
Ellis Brigham , 
7 Northgate Street . 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry ) 
61 Empress Buildings, 
Binley Road . 
Tel. 0203.441241 

Croydon 
Pindisports 
Whitgift Centre, 
CR0 1U4. 
Tel. 01 688 2667 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Climb Ltd. , 
1AAIbyn Place, 
EH3. 
Tel. 031.225.8369 

Elgin 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, PH33 6EJ . 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041.221 .4531 /2 

Glasgow 
High range Sports, 
99 Great Western Road . 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevi sport, 
261 Sauciehall Street (M) 
Tel. 041 .332.4814 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain 
Howard Town Mill 
Victoria St. 
Tel. 045.74.4424 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W . Midlands 
Casac Equ ipment, 
3 Hagley Road . 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
13 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World , 
28 Lake Rd . Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson , 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road . Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
40 Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, 
Guiseley LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943.75846 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W86BD 
Tel. 01.938.1911 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
456-8 The Strand 
WC2 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1 M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01 .937.0872 (M) (S) 

London 
Y.H.A. Shop 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836.8541 /7 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham , 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) 
Tel.061.834.7119 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.323561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
W ilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE11RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd. , 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL11TA. 
Tel. 061 .620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd. , 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd. , 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51 -52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stockport 
Al pen stock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061 .480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Tolworth, Surrey 
Alpine Sports, 
Tolworth Roundabout. 
Tel. 01 .330.6669 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925 415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd ., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel . 0904.39567 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87 .33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
N r. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) , 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87 .04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11 .24.18 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roa Id Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

Tromso 
Tindloftet A/S 
Storgt. 58 
Tel. 083.85103 

UNITED STATES 

Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 

and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road , 99503. 
Tel.907.272.1811 (C)(M)(S) 

Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd., 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave. , 85282. 
Tel . 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California : Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave ., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill •Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 Universtty Ave., 94301 . 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave ., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 
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California: Riverside Colorado : Denver N.H. : North Conway Washington : Seattle Sports Country Ltd ., Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., International Mountain North Face, 
3659 Riverside Plaza, 95026. 1136 Speer Blvd., 8020 4. Equipment, 4560 University Way N.E., Tel. 714825.2976 (C) (M) (S) Tel . 303.433.3372 Main Street, 03860 98105 
California: San Bernardino Colorado: Denver Tel. 603.356.5287 Tel. 206.633.4431 
Sports Country Ltd., Holubar Mountaineering, New York: New Paltz 

Washington : Seattle 222 North G Street, Suite B, 2490 S. Colorado Blvd ., 80222. Rock and Snow, 
92401. Tel. 303.758.6366 44 Main Street, 12561. The North Face, 

1023 1st Ave ., 98104. Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 
Colorado: Fort Collins Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) 

Tel. 206.622.4111 
California : San Diego Holubar Mountaineering, New York: New York 
Adventure 16 Inc., 3500 S. College Ave ., 80525. Camp and Trail Outfitters Washington: Tacoma 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, Tel. 303.226.3683 21 Park Place, 10007. Base Camp Supply, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. Colorado : Fort Collins Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 3730 South Pine, 98409. 

California: San Diego The Mountain Shop, Utah : Salt Lake City 
Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S ) 

Pack Factory, 126 W. Laurel, 80521 . Holubar Mountaineering Wisconsin: Kenosha 143 So. Cedros, 92075. Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) 3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. Life Sport, Tel. 714.755.7662 Colorado : Lafayette Tel . 801 .272.9403 (C) (S) (M) 4917 Seventh Ave., 53140 
California: San Francisco Lowe Alpine Systems, Utah: Salt Lake City Tel. 414.654.3351 (C) (M) (S) 
The North Face, 802 South Public, 80026. Timberline Sports Inc., 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. Tel. 303.665.9220 (C) (M) (S) 3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 Wisconsin: Madison 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Tel. 801.466.2101 (C) (M) (S) Erewhon Mountain Supply, 

State and Gorham, 53703. California: Santa Ana Holubar Mountaineering, Virginia: Bristol Tel. 608.251 .9059 (C) (M) (S) Holubar Mountaineering 11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. Mountain Sports Ltd ., 
3650 S. Bristol St., 92704. Tel. 303.238.7511 1010 Commonwealth Ave., 

Wyoming : Cody Tel. 714.549.8541 24201 
Connecticut: West Hartford Tel. 703.466.8988 Sunlight Sports, 

1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 California: Sonora Clapp and Treat, Washington: Bellevue Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) Sonora Mountaineering, 672 Farmington Ave., 06119. Marmot Mountain Works, 173 South Washington, 95370. Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 827 Bellevue Way N.E. , 98004. Wyoming : Jackson Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 
Tel. 206.453.1515 Teton Mountaineering, Massachusetts: Boston 

Colorado: Boulder Eastern Mountain Sports, Washington: Leavenworth Main Square, 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 1041 Commonwealth Ave. Der Sportsman (P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
1329 Broadway, 80302. Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) 837 Front St. Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 509.548.5623 

Massachusetts: Salem Wyoming: Lander 
Colorado: Boulder Life Sports Washington : Seattle Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
Holubar Mountaineering, East India Mall, 01970 Recreational Equipment Inc., 220 Main Street, 82520. 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) 1525 11th Avenue, 98122. Tel . 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 303.499.1731 Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie Colorado: Colorado Springs Montana: Bozeman Washington : Seattle 
Northern Lights Trading Co., Rocky Mountaineering, Holubar Mountaineering, Swallow's Nest, 

211 Second Street, 82070 1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 1627 W. Main, 59715 3320 Meridian Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 Tel. 406.586.2225 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 





DISCOVER THE MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT• LABEL 
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UltraFleece and Freestyle 
clothing, classic duvets and 
sleeping bags from the world's top 
specialist. 24 years experience. 
14 Everest expeditions. Available 
at your specialist shop. 

• 

rsend for our new 24 page colour catalogue. 

I Just send 75p with the coupon, or ask for free clothing leaflet. 

□ 24PAGECATALOGUE □ FREECLOTHING 
75p enclosed LEAFLET 

NAME I ADDRESS 

I POSTCODE 
Post to: Mountain Equipment Ltd., Leech St., 
Stalybridge, SK15 lSD, England. Tel: 061-338-8793. 

I 

I 
M 107 1 

I 

Overseas Distributors: USA- CLIMB HIGH INC .. 
P.O. Box 9210, South Burlington, Vt. 05401 USA. 
GERMANY-BERGSPORT INTERNATIONAL, 
Neureuthstrasse 69, 8160 Miesbach, West Germany. 
FRANCE-COLOMBET INTERNATIONAL, ZAE des 
Cesardes, 74600 Seynod, France. ITALY - SPORT 
TRADE S.R.L., 39100 Bolzano, Via Mendola 80/F, Italy. 
NORWAY -SCANDINAVIAN MOUNTAINEERING 
EQUIPMENT, Skaninavisk, Hoyjellsutstyr, N3560 
Hemsedal. Norway. JAPAN - MONTBELL, 1-34-5. 
Shinmachi, Osaka, Japan. 
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