


Performance • 
Wit ~ difference 

I n recent years the Berghaus label has been 
synonymous with superb, specialist clothing. 

The high quality workmanship and innovative 
designs have earned Berghaus an excellent 
reputation which has spread from the tracks of 
Britain to the slopes of the Himalayas. 

What is less well known is the differences 
between our products, for example, our famous 
Lightning and Mistral Jackets. 

Mistral is designed for the walker at a very 
competitive price. The GORE-TEX*Taffeta fabric 
is fully taped and will keep out the rain yet 

remarkably it breathes, which significantly 
reduces condensation. Two outside zipped 

pockets and an internal map pocket are 

specially weather sealed and an ample hood 
make this a really versatile waterproof jacket. 

Lightning is a high performance jacket designed 
to resist the worst of the weather. It is made 
from Ultra, a special GORE-TEX fabric 

exclusive to Berghaus. Ultra has a very dense 
weave (which is slightly heavier than Taffeta) 

yet it is more comfortable to wear as it is 
softer. Technically this means the all · 
important GORE-TEX membrane is better 

protected from abrasion. 
Lightning has all the features one 

would expect from a mountain cagoule: 
fully taped seams, special weatherseal 
pockets, wired hood and waist 
draw-cord. 

Berghaus - the ideal combination of 
quality, design and performance. 

liJti,tuff 
34 DEAN ST , NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NEI IPG. 
Tel : (0632) 323561 Telex: 537728 Bghaus G 
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EXTREME GUIDING 
INTERNATIONAL 
Jim Bridwell 
Mugs Stumps 

Sandy Allan 
Mal Duff 

offers you 
the 

opportunity 
to climb 

Ama 
Dablam 

bythe 
South Ridge 

Expedition departs late Autumn 1986 

DEY AILS & COSTS from 

Sandy Allan: Kiltarlity, Beauly, Highland IV4 
7JG, Scotland. 

Jim Bridwell: PO Box 2088, Olympic Valley, 
Ca 95730, USA. 
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A good design will 
stand the test of time. 
Chouinard Carabiners 1957-1985. 

a e 
ent Limited. 
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Details from, 
1.S.M .. Club Vagabond. 1854 Leys in 
Switzerland. Tel. (Swiss code) 25 34 13 21 

CLIMB CHAMONIX GRANITE 
THIS SUMMER 

Alpine Rock courses; also Intro., Advanced and High 
Summits; all inclusive, chalet-based . 

For brochure and bookings: MARTIN MORAN, TIGH-AN-EILEAN 
SLUMBAY, LOCHCARRON, ROSS-SHIRE. Tel: 052 02 361 

HAVE YOU GOT ONE? 
From Britain's No.1 Mail Order Company comes the best 
equipment catalogue you can buy. 112 colourtul pages packed 
with top quality products, interesting information and sound 
advice. Get the· best and forget the rest by sending £1 . 5 0 to : 
FIELD & TREK DEPT. MC, 3 WATES WAY, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 
Tel (0277)221259/233122/219418/210913 (24 HRS) 

Full adjustability makes 
the Pat Littlejohn ideal for 

rock and ice activists. 
NEW colours, NEW strong 

rustproof Delrin 'D' rings 
throughout and NEW 

Fastex buckled hitching strap. 

American Alpine Institute ltd. 

EXPEDITIONS OPEN TO APPLICATION 
Makalu II (25 ,066'), Baruntse (23,688') , Nun (23,410') , 
Satopanth (23.213'), Kedarnath (22,410'), Aconcagua 
(22 ,835'). Huascaran (22,205'), Alpamayo (19.511'), 
Ancohuma (21 ,095'), lllampu (20,873'), Ausangate 
(20.945'), Salcantay (20,574'), McKinley (20 ,320'), 
Foraker (17,400'), Waddington (13 ,177') 

SPRING & FALL IN NEPAL 
Everest Area Oimbing & Trekking - including Gokyo Valley, 

Kala Patar, Everest Base , and Lhotse Valley, trek only or 
ascend Lobuche (20,076') & Island Peak (20 ,306') 

Annapurna Area Climbing - including Marsyandi Valley, 
Thorong La , Tibetan Frontier, trek only or ascend Chulu 
West (21 ,602') , Thorong (20,096') , & Muktinath Peak (21,021') 

CLIMBING IN NORTH AMERICA 
Alpine Mountaineering - 6 , 12, & 18-days; basic & intmd. levels 
Summer Ice Climbing - intermediate & advanced levels 
Expedition Training - in the Cascades & Alaska 
Rock Oimbing - basic, intermediate, & masters' levels 
Guided Climbs - the classics of America & Canada 

LA TIN AMERICA 
Peru & Bolivia - ascents to 21,000'; optional instructional 

itinerary in snow & ice climbing; acclimatization programs at 
Inca archeologica l sites & in Quechua mountain villages 

Mexico - introd uction to altitude and review of snow & ice 
technique on 1 & 2 week trips 

Ecuador - ascents of 17,000 to 20,000-foot peaks; optional 
instructional itinerary which includes ascents 

Natural History - treks in Ecuador, Peru , Bolivia with archeo
logical & biological emphases; Galapagos Islands ·options. 

PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS 
Snow Physics & Avalanche Hazard Evaluation - 2, 5 , & 7-day 

courses throughout North America , November through May 
Medicine for Mountaineering - CME & lay programs 
Rescue & Evacuation - 3 & 6-day programs 

For free brochures write: 
A.A.I., 1212 24th G-5, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Call (206) 671-1505 

EAP! 

Townhead, Eyam, Derbyshire 
Tel: Hope Valley (0433) 31673 
Telex: 54153 WILDCO G 
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The most popular rock boot in 
the World. 
Designed to be the best all
around rock climbing boot. 
Durable, ligth and flexible. Es
pecially excellent for friction 
and crack climbing. 

New improved shape for 1986 designed by John Ba
char in conjunction with Boreal. New shape provides 
more contort, better fit, and increased support and 
performance for FIRE and FIRE-CAT. 

Based on the FIRE with spe
cial modifications. 
Interior lining of laminated 
canvas gives more support 
for frontal and lateral edging. 
Slightly more rigid without 
compromising the flexibility 
required for friction climbing. 

New improved shape for 1986 designed by John Ba
car in conjunction with Boreal. New shape provides 
more contort, better fit, and increased support and per
formance for FIRE and FIRE-CAT. 

Different construction en toe, earch, heel 
and shape. 

Specialized boot 
for toetip edging 
on certain types 
of climbing pro
blems. 

The toe permits more usage of all the toes 
in frontal edging. 
The anatomically designed heel has an ad
ded elastic band to provide more control 
and prevent heell-lift. 



' . 
Europe 
ALP 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele 11 , 167-10139 Torino, Italy. 
Published 12 times a year 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
74 South Audley Street, London, W1Y 5FF, Great Britain . 
Published once a year. 

ALPINISME & RAN DONN EE 
7 Rue de Lille, 75007, Paris 
Published 12 times a year. 

ALPIN 
Ortlerstrasse 8, 8000 Munchen 70, Germany 
Published 12 times a year. 

DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, D-8000 Munchen 20, Germany 
Published 12 times a year. 

DESNIVEL 
Apartado de Correos 19 083, Madrid, Spain. 
Published 4 times a year. 

EXTREM 
Rambles, 61, Barcelona-2, Spain. 
Published 6 times a year. 

LAMONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie, 75008 Paris, France. 
Published 4 times a year. 

MONTAGNES 
1 rue de la Prevachere, 38400 St. Martin D'Heres, France. 
Published 11 times a year. 

NORKLATT 
Postboks 5935, Hegdehaugen, 0308 Oslo 3, Norway. 
Published 4 times a year. 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Via della Rocca, 29-10123 Torino, Italy 
Published 4 times a year. 

ROTPUNKT 
Stuttgarter Strasse 45, 7064 Remshalden-Grunbach, 
Germany. Published 3 times a year. 

TATERNIK 
ul Stan6w Zjednoczonych 53 p. 227, 04-028 Warsaw, 
Poland. Published twice a year. 

VERTICAL 
Residence Mummery, 28 Impasse des Primeveres, 
74400 Chamonix, France. Published 5 times a year. 

U.S.A. 
AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St., New York, NY 10128, U.SA 
Published once a year. 

CLIMBING 
Box E, Aspen, Col. 81611, U.SA 
Published 6 times a year. 

ROCK & ICE 
PO. Box 3595, Boulder, co 80307, U.SA 
Published 6 times a year. 

Asia 
THE IWA TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishers) Co. Ltd ., 1-1-33 Shiba Daimon, 
Minato Ku, Tokyo. (Contains English languagesummaryl. 
Published 6 times a year. 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER 
Officialjournal of the Indian Mountaineering Foundation. 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi-110021 (lndial. 
Published 2 times a year. 

HIMALAYAN JOURNAL 
Published by THE HIMALAYAN CLUB, Contact Oxford 
University Press, PO. Box 31, Oxford House, 
Appollo Sunder, Bombay 400001. 
Published once a year. 

HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road, Calcutta 700 029, India. 
Published 12 times a year. 

WILD 
PO. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia . 
Published 4 times a year. 

ROCK . 
PO. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181. Australia . 
Published once a year. 



{N1 rock climbing standards have increased 
/.::!} dramatically during the last few years, a 

few companies have emerged as dominant 
forces in gear development. 

In the area of footwear, the name of 
SCARPA has become synonymous with per
formance and quality, initially with the 
"Cragratz" and most recently, the highly 
acclaimed "Superatz ''. As the latter will 
probably continue to be the best all-purpose 
boot on the market, SCARPA have developed 
a completely new model, designed to meet the 
needs of those who are constantly challenging 
the limits at the highest level 

This model has undergone almost 7 2 
months of continuous hard route testing in 
Britain and France, primarily on the feet of 
Marlin Atkinson , and Chris Gore. From 
prototype 7 (Local Hero pie.) to 
finished produd (Weed 
Killer pie.), this intense 
testing has resulted in 
raising the standard of 
rock boot perform
ance and fit to a 
new level 

11,eSCARPA 
"Rock Stor" -
developed 
lor climbers 
by climbers! 



~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ 86 catalog free to foreign; 

CRAMPON STRAPS U.S. & Canada, send 20¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 93120, USA. 

MOUNTAIN TRAVEL's Climbing Expeditions for 1986 
South America (Peru / Huascaran, Cordillera Real of Bolivia, Sierra 
Del Cocuy in Colombia , Aconcagua in Argentina, high altitude 
volcanoes of Chile and Ecuador), Alaska (McKinley) , Nepal (Island 
Peak, Pacharmo, Pokhalde) , China/ Tibet (Mt. Shishapangma) , 
Switzerland (Matterhorn, Mont Blanc) , non-technical climbs in 
Germany, Austria, Italy, plus USSR Climbing Camps in the 
Caucasus, Pamirs, Siberian Altai, Western Tian Shan . Learn-to
climb seminars in Peru and Alaska (McKinley). 
Send for free 1986 Schedule : Mountain Travel, 1398 Solano 
Avenue, Albany CA 94706. (415) 527-8100. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA i : 
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Chinese Hesitate on Namche Barwa 

CHINA 

In 1985,32.teamsfrom 14 
countries climbed in China. Of 
these, eight teams attempted 
Everest alone. Interestingly, 61 
foreign teams went to China in 
1984. Whether this marked drop 
in numbers will encourage a 
reduction of the very high charges 
prevalent in China is yet to be 
seen, but already some 
expeditions have been permitted 
to enter Tibet from Nepal, thereby 
saving costs. In 1987 a 
Norwegian-British party is 
attempting the unclimbed 
Menlungtse (7181 m) and they are 
permitted to enter from Nepal via 
the main road from Kathmandu 
to Lhasa. 

Namche Barwa (7762ml 

The world's highest unclimbed 
major summit is the object of 
numerous mountaineers' plans. 
It lies at the far Eastern extremity 
of the main Himalayan chain in 
China. Unfortunately the Chinese 
are adamant that the peak will not 
be permitted to foreigners until it 
is first climbed by a Chinese 
expedition. A New Zealand party 
was negotiating for a joint trip to 
Namche Barwa, but the Chinese 
said that other nationalities, 
including the British, American 
and Japanese, had already 
applied and were therefore at the 
front of the queue. An American 
party reputedly offered a million 
dollars for a permit which would 
include live broadcasts from the 
mountain. The Chinese plan to go 
again in 1987. (Their last attempt 
was in 1983.) Despite their 
determination that unclimbed 
summits must be climbed by 
Chinese parties first, the 
authorities allowed the other two 
prominent unclimbed summits of 
comparable height, Kongur 
(7719ml and Gurla Mandhata 
(7728ml to be climbed by 
foreigners: the British on Kongur 
and joint Japanese-Chinese on 
Gurla Mandhata. 

Everest (8848ml 
In the spring of 1985 a British 
expedition, sponsored by 
Pilkington's Glass and led by Mal 
Duff, made an attempt on the 
unclimbed NE Ridge, which 
claimed the lives of Boardman 
and Tasker on an attempt in 1982. 
They established snow holes at 
6850m and 7100m. The weather 
was reasonable until April 25, but 
thereafter it deteriorated. Camps 
3 (7400ml and 4 (7850ml were 
established on May 6 and 9. Eight 
of the 11 climbers reached 8000m. 
Rick.Allan climbed to 8200m alone 
and found Tasker's movie 
camera. The expedition was 
abandoned on May 21 after a bad 
storm. 

Pierre Beghin, climbing with 
his wife Annie, attempted a new 
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variant on the North Face of 
Everest. After an attempt on 
August 9-11, they joined the 
Catalan North Ridge expedition. 
At 8000m the Beghins and two 
Catalans were struck by an 
avalanche and abandoned the 
attempt, while three other 
Catalans and three Sherpas 
reached the summit. The Catalan 
ascent of the classic N.Ridge was 
only the fourth ascent, despite 
numerous attempts. It seems that 
the difference between a Sherpa
assisted ascent on the South Col 
and a non-Sherpa ascent on the 
N.Ridge is considerable. As the 
routes are of comparable 
difficulty, it can only be assumed 
that it is the Sherpas who make all 
the difference. The South Col 
Route is now climbed by nearly 
every expedition which tries it; 
even non climbers have reached 
the top. On this ascent the 
Spanish, perhaps prudently, 
imported some Sherpas, and the 
final summit team was: Oscar 
Cadiach, Antoni Sors, Carles 
Valles, Ang Karma, Shan bu 
Tamang and Narayan Shrestra. 
They reached the top at 6.20 on 
August 28th. Shanbu Tamang had 
previously climbed Everest in 
1973. 

Shisha Pangma (8046ml 
A nine-man Swiss expedition led 
by Marku ltten arrived at base 
camp on September 10, 1985, and 
reached the summit on 
September 14. The sum miters 
were Marcel Ruedi, Oswald Oelz 
and Diego Wellig. For Ruedi it was 
his eighth 8000-er. 

Ulagh Mustagh (6987m) 
This mountain had been 
estimated to be 7724m, but a 
survey this year has reduced its 
stature to a more modest 6987m. 
Doubtless other peaks in the Kun 
Lun have similarly over-estimated 
heights. A joint Chinese
American expedition, with 43 
Chinese and 8 Americans, drove 
the several thousand kilometres 
from Urumuchi to climb the 
largely unknown mountain . Five 
Chinese, Hu Feng ling, Zhang 
Baohua, Ardaxi, Mamuti and Wu 
Oiangxing, reached the summit 
on October 21. An American team 
was in the high camp poised for a 
summit climb, but they had to 
come to the aid of two Chinese 
who had fallen during the 
descent. 

Vulong Shan (5600ml 
This difficult peak in Northern 
Yunan province repelled a third 
expedition when Bob Schneider, 
Brock Wagstaff, Chris Jones, Brett 
Bernhard, Dave Chick and Steve 
Russel made an attempt in 
October. They tried the North 
ridge, but bad weather stopped a 
summit push. 

PAKISTAN 

The significance of ascents here 
and in other areas of the Himalaya 
is becoming increasingly difficult 
to assess. Traditionally, new routes 
have held pride of place in the 
mountaineers' pecking order, but 
the lack of worthwhile new routes 
on the overcrowded 8000-ers has 
led to a shift in emphasis to faster 
ascents, multiple ascents, etc. 
Often these ascents are difficult to 
assess: when a line of camps and 
ropes is already in place on a 
route, it is hard to make a 
traditional solitary solo ascent. 
Walking up to a deserted 
Gasherbrum 2 and climbing it 
without anyone else in the area at 
the time, and climbing it in 24 
hours, would be a fantastic 
achievement. Climbing it in 24 
hours with six other expeditions 
operating, camps and a trail in 
place, is quite different. That does 
not mean the remarkable ascents 
of the last few years are invalid. 
Indeed, it would be impossible to 
find an 8000m peak in Pakistan 
unoccupied in summer. This 
aspect of Himalayan climbing has 
taken an inevitable shift nearer to 
the situation pertaining in the 
Alps. Pressures of commercialism 
are in some measure to blame. 
We cannot expect an industrial 
company to realise that the West 
Face of Gasherbrum 4 was 
probably the hardest climb 
achieved in the world's greater 
ranges last year. Of course the 
current situation has a highly 
satisfactory side: most of the 
good new routes are being left 
alone, and so plenty will remain 
for future generations. 

Some ascents were not covered 
in Mountain 105 and 706. Sia 
Kangri (7422ml was climbed by a 
Swiss Eisel in Sports expedition 
led by Fredy Graf. A Japanese 
party led by Yukiteshi Tanikawa 
climbed Bobisghr Peak (6416m). 
Robert Renzler's Austrian 
expedition was successful on 
Masherbrum (7821m). A Swiss 
trip led by Anton Spiring climbed 
Kanjut Sar 2 (6831 m).Passu Peak 
(7284m) was climbed by the 
Japanese and Diran (7257m) by 
the British and the Austrians. 

A total of eight mountaineers 
died, including the Japanese 
climber Toru Nakano, a well 
known figure around Chamonix, 
which had become his home. He 
died on Gasherbrum 2 in an 
avalanche, while Jean Pierre 
Vouyges died of illness on the 
same mountain. French climber 
Daniel Lacroix died on the descent 
of K2 after reaching the summit. 
Kalmus Pioter from Poland died 
on Nanga Parbat and another 
Polish climber, Miss Kozlowska 
Barbara, drowned crossing a 
river. Gerald Fellner from Austria 
fell on the North Ridge of 
Rakaposhi. A low altitude porter 
slipped off a bridge near Chakpo. 
The other fatality in Pakistan was 

in the Hindu Kush, where Elio 
Fontanive died of heart failure on 
Ti rich Mir West 1. 

Masherbrum (7821 m) 

Apart from the Japanese 
expedition, mentioned in 
Mountain 106, an Austrian team 
led by Robert Renzler, operating 
from the Mandu valley, climbed a 
new route on the left hand side of 
the 3500m North Face. (The 
Japanese climbed the North 
Ridge and the upper part of the 
North Face). The Austrian route 
was very difficult and dangerous, 
because of serac barriers and ice 
avalanches. Camps were placed 
at 5500m, 5900m, and 6300m, and 
a bivi tent at 7200m. At 7400m the 
Japanese fixed ropes were joined. 
Andi Orgler, Robert Renzler and 
Michael Sareber reached the 
summit at the end of July. They 
descended to their bivouac at 
7200m but then came down into 
the Yermanendu valley in the face 
of storms and avalanches. After 
climbing Masherbrum, the 
Austrians also climbed the 1700m 
SE Face of Urdukas Peak (5980m). 

Hikmul (6300m) 

Lindsay Griffin and Chris Forest 
went to this rarely visited area in 
August1985,butthey 
encountered universally bad rock. 
They attempted the 1700m East 
Ridge of Hikmul but abandoned 
the climb because of dangerous 
snow conditions. The Sosbrun 
glacier basin contains lots of 
rocky spires but only one 
expedition has visited since 
Shipton in 1939- a Japanese party 
on Ganchen in 1979. 

NEPAL 

Pre Monsoon 1985 

Chobuje (6689ml 

A five-man New Zealand team 
climbed a good new route on the 
S. W.Ridge in a 13-day push, 
reaching the summit on May 10. 
The descent took 25 abseils over a 
day and a half. 

Post Monsoon 1985 

The weather was extraordinarily 
bad this season . A deep cyclonic 
depression came, most unusually, 
from the Arabian Sea via Delhi, 
hitting the Central and Western 
Himalaya in mid-October and 
bringing heavy snowfall between 
the 10th and the 14th. A second 
unusually severe depression 
arrived from the Bay of Bengal, 
bringing snow and rain, mainly to 
the eastern Himalaya, between 
October 18-21. Even in November 
the weather was not as fine as 
usual. A great flood down the 
Dudh Kosi valley destroyed many 
trails and bridges during the 
monsoon. 



New Route on Dhaulagiri West Face 

There were 24 deaths: six 
Sherpas, five each from India and 
Poland, two each from the USA, 
France, West Germany and 
Greece. Out of 49 teams, 34 gave 
up due to adverse conditions. 

Everest (8848ml 

The Indian deaths on Everest 
were reported in the last issue. 
Mike Cheney comments that "the 
expedition seems to have 
suffered from a special type of 
Indian 'Mountain Sickness', 
excessive emotion, idealism 
coupled with rigid militarism; a 
deadly combination in the 
mountains." 

Their tragedy comes at a time 
when Indian climbers are playing 
an increasing role in the 
development of the Himalaya. 
They announced that they will be 
returning next year. Finance 
seems a relatively unimportant 
consideration for national 
expeditions of this nature. It 
provides a sharp contrast to the 
pleasant groups of ill-equipped 
Indian mountaineers and trekkers 
who can be seen tackling peaks in 
India with na·ive enthusiasm. 

A Japanese group were 
climbing on the Indians' permit, 
and seven reached the summit on 
the 30th October: Kuniaki 
Yagihara, Noboru Yamada 
(second time on top, this time 
without bottled oxygen), Hideji 
Nazuka, Mitsuyoshi Sato, Teruo 
Saegusa, Etsuo Akutsu and 
Satoshi Kimoto. Akutsu, at 47, 
was the oldest Japanese to have 
climbed Everest, but he became 
snow blind and very tired, having 
to bivouac with Kimoto at 8600m. 
Early next morning Murakami 
carried oxygen up to them, 
probably saving Akutsu's life. 

Lhotse (8516ml 

The Polish team on the South 
Face reached 8200m. Up to about 
7600m their route was essentially 
the same as that of the 
Czechoslovaks on Lhotse Shar in 
spring 1982. They fixed six camps 
and Rafa I Cholda fell to his death 
on October 25, while descending 
to the top camp after a summit 
bid. Vincent Fine and Michael 
Fauquet reached 7250m on the 
South Face, but Fauquet was hit 
by a falling rock, and ret_reated 
while Fine went on to climb with 
the above Polish team. 

Makalu (8463ml 

The regular route on the 
N. W.Ridge was climbed by four 
Italians: Fausto de Stefani, Almo 
Giambisi, Sergio Martini and 
Fabio Stedile, and one Spaniard, 
Jose Carlos San Sebastian . They 
reached the summit on October 1 
after placing six camps. Originally 
two separate expeditions, they 
teamed up in the field. 

Cho Oyu (8201ml 
A four-man Japanese team 

climbed the normal West Ridge
West Face route with three 
camps. They established base 
camp on September 21, and 
reached the summit on October 3. 
It was the last 8000-er to be 
climbed by a Japanese party. 

Dhaulagiri (8167ml 
Stane Belak, Marjan Kregar, 
Andrej Stremfelj and lztok 
Tomazin from Yugoslavia 
climbed a new route to the right 
of the MacIntyre-Kurtyka route on 
the East Face. Their line is not as 
good as the original one, as it exits 
quite a bit lower on the North East 
Ridge at 7500m . They failed on 
the continuation ridge to the 
summit just 1 00m higher, on 
October 28, in the face of terrible 
winds which completely 
destroyed their tents. They 
climbed in alpine style. 

A Czechoslovak expedition led 
by Jiri Novak attempted a new 
route on the West Face to the 
S. W.Ridge. They failed on 
October 26 at 7250m. The 
expedition was in two parts: a 
fixed roping team on the above 
route, and an alpine style team on 
the S. W.Ridge. One of their aims 
was to make a traverse, 
descending the N.E.Ridge. As 
they reached a junction with the 
Japanese route, they have, in a 
sense, completed a new route on 
the West Face. The climbing was 
up to grade 7, with vertical ice 
pitches. The climber who led 
nearly all the route, Josef 
Nezerka, climbed entirely free. 
The others ju ma red up the fixed 
ropes he placed. Peter Habeler 
and Michel Dacher came to climb 
the N.E.Ridge, but bad weather 
and tight schedules prevented 
any significant climbing. 

Himalchuli (7893ml 
Nobuyuki Takeda, Hideaki 
Okamoto and Moti Lal Gu rung 
reached the summit on October 
16 in whiteout conditions. They 
could not find their top camp (4) 
and they spent several nights out, 
during which Gu rung developed 
serious frostbite. They followed 
the Japanese route of 1978 in 
climbing the South Face to the 
S.W.Ridge. 

Gangapurna (7455ml 
A 13-man Krakow Academic 
Alpine Club party repeated the 
route of first ascent with a variant 
between camps 1 and 3, where a 
rock buttress variant was chosen. 
Four camps were fixed above the 
East Annapurna glacier and the 
summit was reached on October 
23, 24 and 26. Sandy Allen (UK), 
Toni Spiring (Switzerland) and 
Paul Teare (Canada) failed at 
6600m trying a route on the East 
Spur to North Ridge. 

Kangchungtse (7678ml 
A Dutch expedition led by Ronald 
Naar climbed this mountain from 
the Makalu-La on 11th and 13th 

The Czechoslovak Route on the West Face of Dhaulagiri. The face 
extends from 4100m to 7300m. Photo: Jiff Novak. 

October. This expedition was 
organised on a commercial basis. 
Two expedition members 
decided to return via Sherpani Col 
to Lukla, but were surprised by 
heavy snowfall and never 
returned. A French expedition led 
by Pierre Demolombe ended in 
mystery when the leader and 
Denis Margaine failed to return 
from a high camp. 

Ganesh Himal 1 (7406ml 

A joint South Korean-Nepalese 
party attempted a new route on 
the West Ridge. They had hoped 
to attempt the unclimbed S.Ridge, 
but their planned approach route 
would have crossed into Chinese 
territory. The approach for the 
W.Ridge took 11 days instead of 
an estimated five days for the 
S.Ridge. Only one ascent of 
Ganesh 1 has been made, in 1950, 
and no attempts have been made 
since 1960. Apparently relations 
between the Sherpas and 
Koreans were not good, and they 
gave up at 6200m on November 
11. 

Himalchuli North (7371m) 
South Koreans climbed the last 
virgin top of the Himalchuli 
massif. On October 27 Lee Jae 
Hong and Sherpas Lhakpa Norbu, 

Pasang Dawa, Ang Pasang and 
Zang bu reached the summit after 
placing three camps. Their route 
of ascent was by the N.E.Face. It 
was subsequently climbed by a 
Polish team on the S. W.Ridge. 
Zdzislaw Jakubowski and Jerzy 
Klincewicz placed one camp and 
then had two bivouacs. 

Kiratchuli (Tent Peak) (7365ml 
A joint British-Nepalese army 
expedition intended to climb the 
S.Ridge via Nepal Peak, but bad 
weather stopped the expedition 
at 6735m. This was the first 
attempt on Nepal Peak since a 
Swiss-German attempt from 
Sikkim in 1939. 

Annapurna South (7219ml 
The first Greek Himalayan 
expedition ended in tragedy. They 
reached a high point of 6500m on 
the East Face. A slab avalanche 
started by Dimitris Bountolas or a 
West German climbing along with 
them, Rupert Wohlschlager, killed 
Wohlschlager and one Greek, 
Tsatsaragos, and seriously 
injured Lambris and Bountolas. 
Bountolas was killed by a second 
avalanche that evening. Their 
camp 3 was completely destroyed 
by an avalanche and the climb 
was abandoned. The German 
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Oppo_site Pa!ile : Art for Art's sake: Georg Hoffman on Muschkante 
(~ - ) ,n the E1fel area of Germany. Photo : Uwe Nierkerken. 
Right: \ma Dab/am, North East Face. The elegant Buhler/Kennedy 
Route 7;-J llows the prominent snow and ice rib up the centre of the face, 
and gains the Uf?per ice fields just to the right of the prominent rock 
band. Photo: Mike Kennedy. 

expedition also gave up at this 
point. 

Baruntse (7129rn) 
The normal route on Baruntse 
was climbed by a German
International team. Ten members 
reached the summit on 1st and 
2nd November. 

Ganesh 4 (7052rn) 
Three climbers from a four-man 
Polish team left on November5to 
climb the South Face but they 
never returned. They had already 
fixed camps at 5300m and 6300m . 
The climbers were : leader Karol 
Sopicki, Bogusla Janczala, and 
Krysztof Przysta I. 

Saipal (7031 rn) 
Saipal had only been climbed 
once before, by a Japanese 
expedition in 1963. It had not been 
attempted again until this season, 
when a successful traverse was 
made. Six French and Spanish 
climbers made the first ascent of 
the West Ridge on October 22. 
The S. W.Face was also ascended 
for the first time. Three bivouacs 
were taken on the face and three 
camps were used on the ridge. 
Sum miters were: Serge Benet 
(France), Francese Dal mases, 
Jorge Agullo, Miquel Lonch, 
Narcis Serrat, Francese Zapater 
and Frederic Parera (Spain) 
( W.Ridge), and Antonio Bros and 
Jorge Angles (Spain) (S. W.Face). 

Dorje Lhakpa (6990rn) 
A joint Japanese-Nepalese 
expedition led by Yoshihisa 
Nakano climbed the W.Ridge, 
which was the route taken by 
Japanese parties in 1981 and 
1982. 

Tukuche (6920rn) 
A South Korean expedition led by 
Shin Ho-Jim climbed this peak by 
the North Ridge (normal route) on 
September 4. Summiters were: 
Leom Doo-Hee and Yang Jeong 
Hawn, with two Sherpas, Ang 
Dorje and Gel bu . 

Arna Dablarn (6812rn) 
American climbers Hooman 
Aprin, Randal Harrington and 
Martin Zabaleta made the first 
ascent of the S.E.Ridge with one 
camp and four bivouacs on the 
ascent, and one on the descent 
down the normal route. 

A 20-member international 
team was led by Renato Moro, an 
Italian climber. From camp 2, at 
6060m, 13 people reached the 
summit via the S. W.Ridge in five 
batches : five Italians, five 
Austrians, 2 French and Roger 
Marshall made up the summit 
cocktail. 

Tharnserku (6623rn) 
Marc Batard and Frani;:ois 
Poissonnier reached the summit 
on 30th October via the 
impressive W.Ridge to 
N. W.Ridge. They were part of a 

seven-man team with three 
climbing Sherpas, who fixed two 
camps on the route. Vincent 
Fine's French team also tried 
Thamserku before moving onto 
Lhotse South Face. 

Kusurn Kanguru (6389rn) 
A British expedition organised by 
Trevor Pilling climbed a good new 
route on the North Face of this 
difficult mountain. Tom Curtis 
and John Ball climbed the face in 
three days, alpine style, reaching 
the summit on November 8. 
Temperatures were very low and 
the route was hard. The descent 
was problematic down the ridge. 

General Notes 
The following expeditions not 
previously mentioned failed in 
their objectives: Annapurna 1 
(Japanese), Annapurna 1 (Swiss), 
Annapurna 2 (Japanese), 
Annapurna 3 (Scottish), 
Annapurna 4 (French), Baruntse 
(French-Belg ian), 'Dhaulagiri 2 
(Japanese), Gaurishankar 
(Korean), Himalchuli West 
(American), Kangchenjunga 
Central (Spanish), Kagmara 
(Dutch), Kang Guru (Austrian
German) , Langshisha Ri 
(Japanese), Langtang Lirung 
(American - two deaths, Daniel 
Newell and Elliot Spake), Manaslu 
(Spanish), Manaslu (Japanese), 
Manaslu North (German), Nilgiri 
North (Polish women's team), 
Nilgiri South (Japanese), Tilicho 
(Spanish) . 

Winter 
Increasingly it has become 
apparent that the first three weeks 
of December frequently offer 
favourable climbing conditions, 
not dissimilar to a colder version 
of the ordinary post-monsoon 
season. Many expeditions have 
been taking advantage of this fact, 
sometimes reaching the summit 
just inside the rather arbitrary 
official winter season . The 
weather at the beginning of 
December 1985 was very good, 
with not so much wind . The real 
Himalayan winter with 
guaranteed poor conditions starts 
in late December and finishes at 
the beginning of March . Some 
authorities are suggesting a 
redefinition of winter as 
commencing on December 21, as 
in the Alps or other areas. 

Dhaulagiri (8167rn) 
On December 8three Swiss, Jean 
Troillet, Erhard Loretan and Pierre 
Alain Steiner, reached the summit 
of this mountain. 

Manaslu (8163rn) 
The North Eastern route was 
climbed by a Japanese party on 
December 14, 1985. Noboru 
Yamada and Yasuhiro Saito 
reached the summit, making the 
second winter ascent. They found 
a cigarette case and a lighter on 

the summit. The first winter 
ascent of Manaslu was made the 
previous winter by the Poles. 

Cho Oyu (8201rn) 
On 5th December Dusan Becik 
and Jaromir Stejskal 
(Czechoslovakia) made the 
second winter ascent in four days, 
climbing in pure alpine style, on 
the South West side by the 
Messner Variant. Leader of the 
expedition was Roger Marshall, 
who was climbing with Al 
Burgess when he contracted 
oedema and had to descend from 
about 7500m. Marshall had 
previously soloed 
Kangchenjunga and he joins the 
list of top climbers who have 
suffered from oedema, 
sometimes fatally, as with Chris 
Chandler and Czok. 

K:mgchenjunga (8586rn) 
Jerzy Kukuczka and Krzstzof 
Wielicki made the first winter 
ascent ofthe world 's third highest 
mountain on 11th January. 
Andrzej Czok, a leading Polish 
mountaineer of world class, died 
of pulmonary or cerebral oedema 
on the expedition (see Obituary, 
this issue). 

The 17-man Polish party led by 
Andrzej Machnik established 
Base Camp on December 10 at 
51 00m. Four further camps were 
placed : 6200m (December 15), 
6700m (December 20), 7250m 
(January 2) and 7750m (January 
3) . Sherpas and oxygen were not 
used, but ropes were fixed on odd 
difficult sections. The route was 
the same as that ofthe first ascent. 
Kukucza and Wielicki arrived at 
Base Camp on December 20 and 
made a summit attempt from 
camp 4 on January 4 but were 
stopped by bad weather. 

On January 7, the previous two, 
plus Przemyslaw Piasecki and 
Andrzej Czok, set out from Base 
Camp. All the camps had been 
devastated by storms but they 
rebuilt them, and on 10th January 
camp 4 was reached. The 
following day Czok felt ill so he 
descended with Piasecki while the 
other pair pushed on in very cold 
and windy conditions. Wielicki 

reached the summit at 1.30 pm 
and waited one hour for Kukucza. 
The visibility was good, but with 
temperatures of -40°C he got 
frostbite. Meanwhile Czok 
developed signs of oedema 1rnd a 
rescue team came from camp 3to 
help him down. He died in camp 3 
at 11pm. 

Kangchenjunga is now the fifth 
8000-er to be climbed in winter. 
On 16th January 1985, Chris 
Chandler also died of oedema at 
7600m on Kangchenjunga. For 
Kukucza it is his tenth 8000-er and 
his third in winter. (He has already 
climbed Dhaulagiri and Cho Oyu 
in winter.) Wielicki had previously 
climbed Everest in winter. 

Makalu (8463rn) 
The seven-man Japanese team 
led by Hiroyiuki Baba abandoned 
the mountain on 26th December, 
after reaching a high point of 
7520m on 23rd December. Makalu 
has not yet been climbed in 
winter. 

Arna Dablarn (6812rn) 
Carlos Buhler and Mike Kennedy 
made a winter ascent on 
December 6, 1985. They climbed 
a difficult new route on the North 
East Face from November 30 to 
December 7. 

Kang Taiga (6779rn) 
A ten-man South Korean team 
made the first winter ascent, 
reaching the summit on 31st 
December 1985. Student Lee Dae
Seok (24) and Dorjee Sherpa (26) 
reached the summit from the 
South side, after placing three 
camps . 
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INDIA 

A number of peaks in the Gangotri 
group were climbed by Indian 
expeditions in the post-monsoon 
season of 1985. A party from the 
Durgapur Mountaineers' 
Association climbed Thelu 
(6003ml on September 11 and 
Koteswar 1 (6035ml on 
September 15. Sri Kai/as (6932ml 
was ascended in late September 
by a team led by Ki ran Mukherjee. 
This team included women, as 
did another ascent in 1981. An 
expedition from lchhapur climbed 
Bhagirathi 2 (6512ml. Parties also 
climbed peaks 6135m (Upper 
Svetvarn) and 6181m (Upper 
Kalindi). A virgin peak of 6069m 
near Baihali Jot (6099ml was 
climbed by an 11-member team 
from Himalaya's Beckon. Narayan 
Mitra (the leader). Udayan Roy 
and Chandan Mukhoty reached 
the summit in August. 

Peaks climbed by other Indian 
expeditions include: Gangstang 
(6163ml, Lion(6126m). Mulkila 10 
(5852ml, Thetu (6003ml, 
Koteswar 1 (6035ml and 
Bhagirathi 2(6512m). Peaks failed 
on because of too great 
difficulties or lack of a suitable 
route include: Rajrambha 
(6537ml, Choudhara (6510ml, 
Koa Rong 4 (6340ml, 5 (6257ml, 
and Gur (5791 m) (to the West of 
the Eiger, Brammah region). 

A Deutscher Alpenverein 
expedition hoped to climb the 
North Face of Shivling (6543ml 
but instead climbed the West 
Ridge with two camps. All 12 
members reached the summit 
between September 23 and 26. 
Another West German party 
climbed the North East Face of 
Bhagirathi 2(6512) on May 23 and 
26 May. 

The Edinburgh University Lahul 
expedition made the first ascents 
of 6150m and 6036m at the head 
of the Miyar Na la glacier system, 
Lahul, Himachal Pradesh. Both 
were climbed a day and presented 
difficulties of Alpine D. All six 
members reached both summits: 
Pete Smith (leader). Fraser 
Alexander, Ulric Jessop, Teresa 
Lee, Alastair Matthewson and 
Jonathan Whitaker. 

Kamet (7756ml 
The joint French-Indian 
expedition succeeded in climbing 
the long West Ridge, establishing 
two camps. All of the expedition 
members reached the summit in 
two groups on 27th and 28th 
September, 1985. Other routes 
were considered, but the South 
Ridge was very dangerous 
because of ice avalanches, and 
the South West Face looked too 
difficult for some of the party. 
Jean Claude Marmier of the EHM 
at Chamonix led the French team. 
It was the first time since 1947 that 
a Western expedition had visited 
the area. The first ascent was 
made in 1931 by a British team, 
and several Indian ascents have 
been made since. 

Menthosa (6442ml 
A four-woman party from the 
Kiryu Mountain Society climbed 
this mountain with two camps 
and fixing 750m of rope. Fumie 
Kimura, Miwako Shimada and 
Kimie Kobayashi reached the 
summit on August 12. 
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BHUTAN 
A team of Americans led by Phil 
Tremble and including such 
notables as Chouinard, 
Ridgeway, Roskelley, Tomkins, 
etc., obtained permission to climb 
Kankar Punzum. Unfortunately 
they could not get permission to 
walkupthevalleywhich led to the 
mountain! They ended up 
climbing smaller peaks from 
5500m to 6000m in the Chamkar 
Chu valley. 

TIEN SHAN 
Pik Pobedy (7439m) 
A joint Soviet-American 
expedition operated in August 
1985 in the remote area of Pik 
Pobedy (Victory Peak, 7439ml, the 
highest mountain of the Tien 
Shan. According to "Sovetski 
Sport" from August 30, 1985, on 
August 22 the summit was 
reached by a mixed team which 
included 3 Americans: David 
Breashears, William Garner and 
Raendi Starrett. They are the first 
foreign mountaineers to reach the 
top of this mountain, situated 
close to the Soviet/Chinese 
border. 

Two of them - Garner and 
Starrett - had also climbed the 
three other Soviet 7000 metre 
peaks - Pik Lenina (7134ml, Pik 
Korzhenevskoy (7105ml and Pik 
Kommunizma (7483m). On August 
29 in Moscow they received from 
the Soviet veteran Mikhail 
Anufrikov the honorific badge 
"Snow Leopard" which is 
awarded to alpinists who had 
climbed all 4 Soviet seven 
thousanders. In 1984 the list of 
the members of the "Snow 
Leopard" club included only 146 
names, all citizens of the USSR. 

A 10-member party from 
Yugoslavia led by Mrs. Marija 
Frantar was active in the Kirg isian 
Range (Kirgizski Alatau) in the 
Soviet Tien Shan Mountains. The 
highest summit of the area is the 
Peak Semionov-Tianshanski 
(4875ml; this, the magnificent 
Korona with 6 summits (4860ml 
and the Peak of Free Korea 
(4740m, Pik Svobodnaya Koreya) 
are prime attractions. In 1976 this 
part of Tien Shan was visited by a 
combined Soviet-American 
expedition, when several new 
routes of a high standard were 
made. 

The Yugoslav team stayed from 
mid June to mid July, 1985 in the 
Ala Archa Camp (2100ml; 
advanced base was established 
at the Ak Sau Glacier. From these 
52 ascents were made, of which 6 
were new routes. Aco Pepelnik 
soloed the 800m high Lowe 
Couloiron the Free Korea North 
Face (5A, 70°) while Ive Kotnik, 
Edo Kozorog and Vid Preloznik 
made the second ascent of the 
Barber Couloir on the same face 
(58, 800m). Several other routes 
of West Alpine length and 
standard were repeated. Among 
the new routes the most notable 
is said to be the ascent made by 
Edo Kozorog and Ivan Rejc via the 
750m high face of the Boks 
(4240ml Graded VI, A2, 18 hours. 
The same duo established a new 
line on the Aktoo (4620ml - 600m, 
50-75° and another on the Peak of 
Free Korea - the couloir right of 
the Lowe Route (700m, VA - with 
Cene Bercic). Two new routes 
were done on the Semionov-

Tianshanski Peak. 
The weather was rather 

unstable: day by day rain or 
snow; descents were complicated 
by mist. There was no avalanche 
danger but because of the ever
present danger of falling stones 
night starts were essential. On the 
granite walls up to 1 000m height 
there is great potential of new 
routes but all most notable 
problems are already climbed. 

PAMIR 
Ski Descent from Pik Lenina 
(7134ml 
Two strong Czechoslovak teams 
operated in the Pamir last 
summer. From July 23 to 27 1985, 
five climbers scaled Pik Lenina 
during 4½ days Alpine style, 
without foregoing 
acclimatisation. The ascent was 
made by two routes: the Skurlatov 
Route and the Lipkin Rocks route. 
The two famous Alpine skiers 
Robert Galfy and Ivan Urvanovic 
Jr. completed a new ski descent 
from Pik Lenina - the first one by 
the Lipkin Rocks route. The pair 
abseiled 50m from the top to the 
foot of the rock ridge. From th is 
point the ski descent began. After 
600m the weather broke suddenly. 
After a further 600m descent they 
met up with their companions. In 
snow-fall, fog and storm, they 
bivouaced, but the next day was 
no better. They decided to 
continue the descent via the 
"white pandemonium". The two 
skiers reached the snow/rock 
border line at 4200m. On July 28 
all sum miters successfully 
reached base camp at 3600m. 

CAUCASUS 1985 

A four-member Polish team 
climbed in the Caucasus last 
summer. Two impressive big-wall 
climbs were done. Maciej 
Pawlikowski and Wladyslaw 
Janowski completed, on July 8-10 
1985, the second ascent of the 
hitherto unrepeated 1981 
Monaienkov Route vi a the 
"Mirror" of the East Face of the 
Ushba North (4690ml. The 1200m 
high route is extremely difficult 
(Soviet Grade 58, UIAA VI A1 ). 
From August 1 to 3 Maciej 
Pawlikowski and Miss lwona 
Gronkiewicz climbed the West 
Pi//arofthe Ushba South (471 Om) 
by the left side of the Bastion. The 
1800m high route has difficulty of 
Soviet 58 (UIAA VI A 1) and for the 
first time a girl managed to climb 
one of the most serious 
"extremes" of the Caucasus. The 
ascent was done with alternate 
leads. The pair completed the 
Ushba traverse (5A) climbing on 
August 3 and 4 from the South to 
the North summit and descending 
via the North Ridge. 

The International Caucasus 
Meeting 1985 was well organised. 
Teams from Austria, Bulgaria 
(more than 40 climbers!), 
Czechoslovakia (30 climbers), 
Hungary (15 climbers), East 
Germany (15 climbers), Spain, 
Switzerland, West Germany and 
the USA were present. The 
participants had liberty of action, 
without restrictions on climbing 
any route they wished. Most went 
on Elbrus and other easy peaks 
but a team from Slovakia did the 
difficult Khergiani Route on the 
Pik Shtshurovskogo. 

Andrzej Czok 1948-1986 

In mid-January this year, Polish 
mountaineering lost one of its 
finest exponents, Andrzej Czok, 
who died from oedema on 
Kangchenjunga. Born on 
November 11, 1948, he began 
climbing in 1970 and soon 
became a climber of international 
stature. He was an excellent rock 
climber but preferred winter 
ascents, and his numerous hard 
routes in the Tatras, the Alps and 
the Andes include the North Face 
of the Eigerin winter (1978), the 
first winter ascent of the Piussi 
Pillar of the Cima Su Alto (1977), 
West Face of Yerupaja (1981) and 
others. In the Pamir he stood on 
the summit of Pik Lenina (7143m, 
1975) and Pik Korzhenevskoy 
(7105m, 1978). but he will be best 
remembered there for his record
breaking two-day ascent of Pik 
Kommunizma (7483m, 1978). 

His first major expedition was 
in 1976tothe North WestRidgeof 
K2, where he reached 8000m. In 
October 1979 he climbed Lhotse 
(8516ml without oxygen and the 
following year Mount Everest by 
a new route on the South Pillar. In 
October 1982, Andrzej finished 
off the first ascent of the West 
Face of Makalu (8463ml, reaching 
the summit in a bold solo attack. 
In January 1985 came his ascent 
of Dhaulagiri (8167ml, the first 
ever during a calendar winter 
season. Due to terrible conditions 
it was a severe experience for him 
and his companion. 

Andrzej Czok was an admirable 
comrade on climbs, extremely 
energetic, with never-failing 
strength and outstanding 
mountain skill. He belonged to 
the vanguard of modern 
mountaineering. He was very 
efficient at high altitude, and it is 
ironic that he should die of 
altitude sickness. One year ago, 
on January 15 1985, American 
Chris Chandler died on 
Kangchenjunga, also falling 
victim to cerebral oedema. Both 
accidents have shocked the 
climbing fraternity, but serve as a 
warning for leading Himalayan 
mountaineers: irrespective of 
strength and experience, in the 
Zone of Death nobody can feel 
safe from mortal dangers. Andrzej 
Czok's younger brother, Piotr, 
also lost his life in the mountains 
in 1976. 

Jozef Nyka 
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The NNW Wall of Fitzroy, showing the line of the Polish Route. 

Columbia 

Columbian climbers Ruiz and 
Romero climbed two new routes 
in the Sierra Nevada del Cocuy in 
early February, 1985. The 
N.E.Pillarof Pan de Azukar 
(5250m) was 350m long, grade 4 
with steep ice. The East Face was 
also climbed (grade 5, 350m). The 
West Face of Castillo (5150m) was 
climbed by A. Mutter and A. 
Garcia at the end of March 1985 
on rock up to grade 4. This route 
may have been climbed 50 years 
ago by Swiss mountaineers. 

Cordillera Blanca 

The Polish Klub Wysokogorski 
Warszawa was active here in 
1985. The best first ascent was by 
Ryszard Kolakowski and Tomasz 
Kopys when they climbed the 
S. W.Face of Raurapalca in eight 
hours by a direct line. The route 
had serious ice and stone fall 
danger. The same pair also 
climbed Palcaraju (6274m) S.Face 
Direct, Pucaraura (6147m) W.Face 
(2nd July). From 12th to 15th July 
they traversed the two summits 
of Huascaran, ascending by the 
superb Barrard Route (1400m, 6, 
A1, 60 degrees). 

Aconcagua (6960ml 

The first winter ascent of the 
Yugoslavian Route, the most 
difficult on the South Face, was 
made by a Japanese team rom 
the Sangaku Doshikai Club in 
Tokyo. Yubinoby Koyama, Koichi 
Takeuchi and Shohei Wada were 
seen on the summit ridge on 21st 
September, but no trace had been 
found of them since. 

Cordillera de la Ramada 

A ten-man Polish team visited this 
area around Aconcagua as well 
as the Puna de Atacama. Six 
virgin peaks were climbed, 
including the last 6000-er, Cerro 
de la Ramada Sur (6200), climbed 
on 22nd January by I. Cziertnia, B. 
Kadzielawa, W. Krajewski and A. 
Orlowski. The difficult East Face 
of Pico Polaco Sur (6080ml was 
climbed for the first time by W. 
Moskal and M. Stachowicz on 21st 
January, and the same pair 
climbed the North Pillar of 

Morraraju (Pongos Sur 5711 m) 
on 30th April, 1985. (This latter 
peak is probably in the Blanca.) 

Patagonia 1985-1986 

Cerro Torre (3128ml 
During the austral winter of 1985, 
an Italian party climbed the 
S.E.Ridge bolt route. On July 8 
Maurizio Giarolli, Ermanno 
Salvaterra, Andrea Sarchi and 
Paolo Caruso made the summit in 
temperatures down to -20°C. 

Marco Pedrini made a solo 
ascent of the Maestri Route on 
Cerro Torre, taking 13 hours up 
and six hours down. The ascent 
took place on 26th November 
1985. The undoubted popularity 
of Maestri's much criticised bolt 
route seems in some ways to 
vindicate his original tactics. 

A nine-man Yugoslavian 
expedition made the long
awaited first ascent of the 
extremely difficult East Face of 
Cerro Torre. They started on 
December 12 and finished on the 
summit on January 16. They 
reckon that the route is the 
hardest in Patagonia, with pitches 
of 8sup and A4. Only 14 out of the 
35 days were good enough to 
climb. Janez Jeglic, Silva Karo, 
Franc Knez, Pavle Kozjek, Peter 
Podgornik and Matjaz Fistrovec 
made the ascent, fixing ropes. 

Fitzroy 
A Krakow party climbed a new 
route between the Afanassieff 
Route and the Casarotto Route 
("The Ear"). They fixed ropes for 
400m, then moved up and fixed 
for a further 800m . They finished 
up Casarotto's route where they 
found his fixed ropes still in place. 
W. Burzynski, M. Dasal, M. 
Kochanczyk, J. Kozaczkiewicz and 
P. Lutynski reached base camp on 
December 1 and the summit on 
December 24. The weather was 
apparently very good from 15th 
to 29th December; nevertheless 
several parties failed, including 
Reinhold Messner on the 
American Route. 

Galen Rowell, Mike Graber and 
David Wilson climbed a variant 
on the Argentinian Route of 1984 
by branching left two thirds of the 
way up, reaching the summit on 
October 31 . 

UNITED STATES 

Eldorado Canyon 
Mountain has recently received 
this newsletter from the "People 
for Eldorado Mountain" 
campaign describing a proposed 
massive quarrying operation 
adjacent to Eldorado Canyon 
State Park in Colorado. 
"Important things to know about 
the proposed Conda quarry 
expansion: 

It is located several miles south 
of Boulder, adjacent to Eldorado 
Canyon State Park. It will 
undermine the $7 million efforts 
by state and city agencies to 
preserve the area. The effects on 
wildlife, environment and quality 
of life will be devastating. The 
quarry will have a 2,000 foot rise 
in elevation; the visual effect will 
be that of a stone staircase 
ascending to the top of Eldorado 
Mountain . The mine, if approved, 
will continue until the year 2056. 
By that time, as much as 100 
million tons of rock will be 
removed from the quarry -
causing the largest scar on the 
entire Front Range. Without your 
help, one of the most beautiful 
areas in Colorado will be 
destroyed! 

Wesley Conda Inc. proposes to 
expand an existing mine of 9.9 
acres to 415 acres on land leased 
from the State Board of Land 
Commissioners. The area 
targeted for the open pit mine 
(203 acres) encompasses most of 
Eldorado Mountain and is divided 
into two parts that will be mined. 
Mine area A, above the railroad 
tracks (which go across the face 
of the mountain) would occupy 
the upper slopes and extend 
nearly to the summit. Destruction 
of rock formations would include 
the "Mickey Mouse" Flatirons. 
Mine area B, below the tracks, lies 
on the eastern face of the 
mountain and comes 
dangerously close to the Bastille. 
The mining proposals (a copy is 
filed at the Boulder County Clerk 
& Recorder's Office) are now 
under review by the Colorado 
Mined Land Reclamation Board. 
The M.L.R.B . has scheduled a 
hearing on the plan for January 
22-23, 1986. 
Mine A : 1 ½ million tons 

annually for the life of 
the mine. 

Mine B: Expansion from 70,000 
tons in 1985 to 400,000 
tons annually by 1988 
and each year thereafter 
for approx. 20 years. 

Things to consider/letters of 
concern on these and other topics 
are needed urgently: 

Protection of the investments 
that Boulder and the State of 
Colorado have made in lands 
used for recreation in the 
immediate area. 

Eldorado Mountain is a crucial 
part of Boulder's spectacular 
mountain backdrop; the area 
offers exceptional recreational 
opportunities and would make an 
excellent addition to Open Space 
or the adjacent State Park. 

Eldorado Mountain now 
provides rich wildlife r,a bitat for 
many species, including 
mountain lion, bear, deer and 
many others. Golden eagles and 
prairie falcons nest there ; 
swallows return to the mountain 
each year. Conda's reclamation 

plan states that after mining the 
area will be returned to wildlife 
habitat. But much of the mountain 
that is now forested would be 
transformed into nearly vertical 
rock walls. Wildlife habitat would 
cease. 

Blasting in the present mine can 
be heard (even on weekends) in 
the surrounding mountain park 
and other Open Space lands. The 
explosions shake homes in 
Eldorado Springs. Drastic 
increases in fugitive dust would 
result from mining. Much of the 
mine would be exposed to high 
winds, common to the area most 
of the year. There will be a crusher 
on-site. 

Mine traffic is now very heavy 
and would increase exponentially 
to unbearable proportions. By 
1988, the DAILY tonnage will be 
as much as the YEARLY tonnage 
was in 1978. Colo #170 is a dead
end road to the Mesa Trail, the 
State Park and Eldorado Springs. 
This road (also known as 
Eldorado Springs Drive) is badly 
damaged from current mine 
traffic and, more importantly, 
there are serious concerns about 
the safety of children, bicyclists, 
horseback riders, joggers, hikers 
and animals. Estimate is one truck 
every four to five minutes. 

What Can You Do? 
Write or call the following 

people: 

Boulder County Commissioners: 
Josie Heath ; Buz Smith; Ron 
Stewart 
PO Box 471, Boulder, CO 80306 

Colorado Mined Land 
Reclamation Board (deadline for 
comments is 12.30.85), 
423 Centennial Bldg, 1313 
Sherman St., Denver, CO 80203 
Staff: Jim McArdle 
Phone: 866-3537 
Board: Hamlet J. Barry Ill; 
Sherman Black; Davis Holder ; 
Dickey Lee Hollinghorst; Terrance 
Lee O'Conner; Margaret Winter. 

Colorado State Board of Land 
Commissioners: 
620 Centennial Bldg, 131 
Sherman St., Denver, CO 80203 
Phone 866-3454 
Administrator: Tony Sabatini 
Commissioners: Rowena Rogers; 
Tommy Neal; John S. Wilkes Ill. 

Governor's Office : Richard 
Lamm, State Capitol, Denver, CO 
80203. 

Call or write your state senators 
and representatives. 

The defense of Eldorado 
Mountain costs money - and 
contributions are needed 
urgently. Send your checks to: 
PEM Fund, PO Box 305, Eldorado 
Springs, CO 80025, R. Lundvall 
Treasurer. 

Volunteers for petitions, fund
raising and various task force 
groups are needed, as are 
volunteers with expertise in 
botany, wildlife biology, 
hydrology, reclamation, 
seismology, etc., to help review 
the mining plan and application . 
Please write letters. Please 
volunteer your time. 
For more information, call K. 
Lundvall, 499-7148, or J. Dufty, 
499-9698. 
PEOPLE FOR ELDORADO 
MOUNTAIN." 
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QUEENSLAND 
Kangaroo Point 
The banana benders' favourite 
city cliff has seen much 
development since Kim 
Carrigan's last report in Mountain 
98. Starting from the buttress on 
the southern end, Paul Hoskins 
led an urban classic which he 
called Piles (23). Andrew Barry 
wondered why he bothered to 
lead the contrived free version of 
an old aid route (Dickillo) which 
became Nie Pies Dies (23). 
Working further northward, 
Hoskins finally succeeded on the 
extremely technical blunt arete of 
Steaming Wally(26) . Also on the 
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same section of cliff, Roger 
Bourne figured the tricky 
sequence to Pig City (24) which 
features a hungry piranha on its 
crux. Gobble (22) was a top-rope 
problem until Hoskins wandered 
up it, which as usual with the 
Hoskins' routes, is pretty tricky for 
the grade. 

The Moonlight Fantasia wall 
features some grotesque boulder 
problems. One of the higher 
problems is Bufo Marinus (21) by 
Bourne. A direct finish has been 
top-roped and awaits a solo. Also 
on this wall is the pumpy and 
technical BeaRobotforJesus(25) 
by Andrew Barry. This classic 
sees very few repeat attempts. 

;. ~-~-
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The next section of wal I sees a 
concentrated area of good, hard 
routes, most of which were 
previously top-rope problems. 
Andrew Barry and Paul Hoskins 
led Cucumber Castle (23) which 
requires a stunning array of hard 
moves before you finally arrive at 
the top with its cement belay 
bollard. Its companion route is 
Wages of Fear (24) which is 
sustained and painful, and was 
endured by Bourne. Not to be 
outdone, Barry led Honed and 
Buffed (24). 

Some people commented on 
Andrew's (Stoat's) climbing 
technique. Stoat Clips Bolts ( 18) is 
an overhang followed by a steep 

f 
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wall with all natural runners by 
Gordon Bieskie and Rob 
Whannell. 

Hanger Wall with its old A 1 aid 
route of the same name is the next 
main feature of the crag, which is 
breached by some hard routes 
indeed. Beanstalk man Chris Frost 
solved the often tried move on 
XXXX(25). It requires long arms 
or long dynos on an overhanging 
wall. Much better is Brisbane 
Bitter (25). This is a bold 
adventure which saw first Hoskins 
and then Carrigan solve its 
mysteries. Also worthy of 
mention on this wall is Barry's 
Gangbang Wall (23) which has 
dealt a few large falls to willing 
leaders. Rob Whannell has been 
quite active on the next section of 
the wall. With his wife Catherine, 
he led The Bridal Party(19) and 
the direct finish to Bieskie's solo 
problem Dysentry Direct (19). 

A little further on, Michael 
Woodrow and 'Fast' Eddie Irvine 
added the scary Another Girl 
Another Planet (21 ). Michael also 
soloed (after bouldering too 
high!) the right-hand variant to 
Mission Impossible (19) and then 
teamed up with Moira Blom to 
lead Socketh It Unto Me ( 18). After 
Andrew Barry left for America, 
Darren Holloway took over the 
guide and climbed The Stoat's 
Stepped Out(19) with Michael 
Woodrow which is quite a serious 
lead. 

An 88 metre traverse called 
Sounds of Silence (22) was 
gradually put together through 
the efforts of Barry and Bieskie 
(three pitches of 17, 16 and 22), 
Barry and Bourne (one pitch of 
grade 22) and Nie Taylor and Paul 
Hoskins (two pitches, alternate 
leadsof20and 17).Anothersingle 
pitch traverse above the Sounds 
of Silence is Eddie Goes to Gay 
Bars (17) by Woodrow and 
Holloway. 

With three bolts, Bieskie and 
Hoskins completed one of the 
best routes at Kangaroo Point in 
Idiot Wind (21 ). The plummet 
from below the summit pincers 
must be experienced by all who 
enjoy the art of flight. Another 
solo by Bourne which has built up 
a reputation of being for heroes 
only is The Exterminator (21 ). 

After a cleaning and bolting job, 
Woodrow found he couldn't even 
do the second ascent of Wounded 
Knee (18) which Whannell leapt 
up when he wasn't looking, not 
that anyone really cared anyway. 
It turns out to be a scary lead, and 
a good effort. Queensland's 
Rumplestiltskin, Dave Moss, 
awakened for a few moments to 
climb Chubba Chips Mods (18). 
Also in the same area, Evan 
Bieskie led a cast ofthousands up 
32A (20) . 

On the same day as a suicide 
attempt, Barry and Hoskins led 
the rotten Love Hurts (23). 
Surrender(19) by Barry provided 
better rock. 



Opposite Page: Nyrie Dodd making the first ascent of Passport to Insanity (28) on the Fortress, southern 
Grampians, Australia. Photo: Steve Monks. 

On the Glos Slab, Andrew 
seiged his way up Haraldite (28) 
which Hoskins promptly 
downgraded to 26 on the second 
ascent. Regardless, this is a very 
difficult but short outing on an 80° 
slab with two glue ons! Tony 
Young led the exciting and run 
out Glos Right-Hand Variant (19) 
on the same area. 

On the prominent arete just 
past the steps, Bieskie, Bourne 
and Barry stupendously groped 
their way into Bieskiedom on A 
Bum Full of Fists ( 17). The rude 
climbs kept coming as Barry led 
Foul Deeds in the Chookhouse 
(23) and Wal/banger (20) . Then 
with Robbie Allen , he led Rear 
Entry (21) on the same wall, all 
being good routes. 

At the most northern part of the 
cliff, some more good routes have 
been squeezed in as Barry, 
Bourne and Bieskie bridged up 
the filthy Gash Flash (17), to which 
Roger soloed a variant start at 
grade 23. He then led the 
preceding two up A Dingo Got My 
Floater. His hardest addition to 
the point is Tade Mode (25) which 
some villain has made easier to 
start by chipping in a new hold. 
The truly frolicsome exit of Tade 
Mode is shared with Woodrow's 
thin Raped in a Church (23) which 
moves horribly over a fence pole 
on which Jon Dwyer removed the 
bolt brackets and RP's. They also 
teamed up to score the terrific 
tribute to his wounded girlfriend, 
Space Attack (22) . The last 
worthwhile route to the north at 
the time of writing is Dazed and 
Confused(18) by Tony Young and 
Michael Woodrow, which is the 
hardest 18 at the point, possibly 
in Queensland (I hope that spoils 
his sandbag!). 
Michael Woodrow 

Shady Buttress 

Though discovered several years 
ago, this excellent set of 
buttresses was ignored until this 
past winter. Jivaro, the most 
impressive crag of the area, has 
seen the main development, with 
most of the routes coming from 
the Camps brothers. Stuart's best 
lead was the sensational Rhus 
Tox (25), a searing pitch through 
hostile terrain. He also led Breeza 
(24), an easier route of similar 
angle to the right, as well as 
Synroc (23) and Spud (23) to the 
left. In the same area are Xanon 
(23) and Hi Ho (22) from brother 
Scott, who also led Yerba Santa 
(22) at the far right of the wall. 
Sharing the initial moves of Rhus 
Tox but firing directly up the face 
is Fade to Magenta (26), a superb, 
sustained route from Carrigan. 

Adonis Wall, another tottering 
horror has also yielded some 
good routes. The team of Chris 
Frost, Evan Bieske and Roger 
Bourne have been the main 
activists here. Their hardest 
contribution , Bending Over 

Backwards (25) tackles a large, 
friable overhang, and is a direct 
start to Toady's Mighty 
Liquidation Sale (23) . Without 
Bourne, our dynamic duo 
completed a three pitch purler, 
Deadly Spawn (23) up similarly 
imposing country. Frost also 
slipped up on The Greasy Chin 
(22) on the right. 

At Bracken Wal I, Kanan (23) and 
Samadhi Sucks (22) were the 
work of Stuart Camps, while Scott 
led Black and Blue (22) . A good 
route with a particularly rude bolt 
received a typical Bourne name: 
A Fist Full of Men (22), while 
Taking in Ends (23) came from 
Frost and Bieske. The Northern 
Front is the furthest most right 
outcrop and has some fine routes. 
Of especial quality is Quentin (24), 
an arete by Scott Camps. Stuart's 
contributions here are Big Wind 
at Eating Park (24) up a scoopy 
face and Bowel Return (23). A 
deep corner gave Bourne a·Short 
Cut to Romance (23), while the 
Brothers Camps climbed 
Greenstreak(23) and Gomboo 
Dumpa(22) . 

Western Wall 
With Shady Buttress in vogue, 
only a few routes were climbed 
here. Frost and Bieske climbed 
two routes, one to either side of 
Xenabop. To the right is the long 
and pumpy Paranoid Eyes (24) 
while on the left is Rats and Fire 
(23), another brilliant route. 
Unreported from last year were 
two good climbs from Weigand . 
These are Time Out (24) and Red 
Plastic Cordial (22) . 

VICTORIA 
Grampians 
Perhaps the most spectacular line 
in Australia lies on the Fortress in 
the southern Grampians. Passport 
to Insanity follows a thin hand 
crack across an 8 metre flat ceiling 
perched 60 metres off the ground. 
South Australian woman climber 
Nyrie Dodd is endowed with 
especially small hands and feet, 
and managed the inspired first 
free ascent over a number of days. 
Despite finding the route 26, in a 
precedent decision she graded it 
28 to more accurately reflect the 
difficulty of climbers of more 
typical dimensions! On the face 
to the left, Steve Monks climbed 
Ticket to Retirement (26), a 
serious multi-pitch excursion, 
while Louise Shepherd established 
Raving Loonies (24), a strenuous 
crack and face of similar length. 

At Bunda leer, Malcolm 
Matheson returned to his route 
Angular Perspective,. forcing the 
obvious conclusion through the 
final huge ceilings. With a second 
section at least as difficult as the 
first, the entire pitch is graded 28. 
Through a smaller roof to the 
right, he freed an old unnamed 
aid route to give another 
strenuous 24 pitch . On the nearby 

Mt Rosea , the aid test-piece 
Coronary Country received a free 
ascent from Carrigan at 26, 
creating one of the best pitches 
on the crag. It follows an elegant 
corner system through a 
succession of roofs . To the right, 
Ed Neve added two fine slabs, 
Fuchsia (23) and Titus (21 ). On 
Mackey's Peak, the often-eyed 
Grand Capucin (26) went free to 
Carrigan with two hard pitches. 
Less than perfect rock and guano 
make it the closest thing in the 
Grampians to a sea cliff classic, 
despite being several hundred 
kilometres from the sea! Bellfield 
Peak, an innocuous crag to the 
left produced a plum for Monks. 
Monkey with a Mission (25) takes 
a pocketed crack across another 
monster ceiling . 

Mt. Stapylton has again been 
the scene of feverish activity, with 
the production of a new guide 
being imminent. On the Wall of 
Fools, Monks climbed Idiot Wind 
(24) as well as the giant off-width 
layback flake on the right. 
Prominent activist Kieran 
Loughran added a number of 
good routes including Pump and 
Circumstance (23), Much Ado 
About Nothing (22) and Short 
Fantasy (22) . Eagles Head in the 
southern Grampians is also 
proving very popular, with many 
new routes being climbed. Cherry 
Boys (27) from Geoff Weigand is a 
superb line up a steep face, and 
took several days to climb. Louise 
Shepherd has also succeeded on 
two fine routes, The Lash (23) and 
Eat It (22). 

Mt. Arapiles 
Carrigan has been typically 
prolific, with the addition of a 
number of new routes. On the 
south face of the Pharos, RSI (28) 
is his most difficult production . 
Featuring a series of one-finger 
pocket pulls up a crazily-angled 
wall, it is sure to cause more than 
one tendon injury. On the same 
wall, Senile Dementia (27) climbs 
a white streak, with one bolt 
offering barely adequate 
protection. Roundabouts (28) 
climbs the impressive face left of 
Chinese Algebra and utilizes 
several bolts placed by Mark 
Moorhead. The smooth wall right 
of Spellbinder was another to 
succumb to his attentions. Free 
Fingers(28) will be required for its 
succession of tiny, sharp holds. 
Amongst his other tricky little 
additions are a direct finish to the 
first pitch of Anxiety Neurosis at 
27, and Forced Entry (26), a 
variant on No Exit. On Kitten Wall , 
the roof above Strangers 
Eliminate ceded two fun 
problems. Odd Spots (24) 
requires the reach of a sick dog, 
while Surprise (26) will indeed be 
that if the "slider" nuts are 
forgotten. 

Up the face immediately right 
of No Standing, Paul Hoskins 
found Standing on Principles (25) 

to be at least bold though a little 
contrived , while Alone in the Dead 
Zone (24) is an obscure discovery 
by Tadpole on the opposite site of 
Central Gully. During a recent 
revival of interest in climbing, 
Charlie Creese found Pharos 
Gully to be worthwhile. Amongst 
his many routes, Bed Lag (21 ), 
Wags at the Piles (21) and Punk 
for Jesus (22) are the hardest, 
while with Chris Baxter he 
climbed Rainbow Warrior (21) on 
the front face of the Pharos. 

Central Victoria 
Another due to receive a new 
guide is the You Yangs, a granite 
area to Melbourne's south west. 
Inspired by the accompanying 
spate of interest, Carrigan 
grabbed a number of gems. At 
Gravel Pit Tor, the old aid route 
Orpheus in the Underworld was 
freed by a variation in Broken 
Dreams (28) . Desperate face 
climbing leads up and left past 
three bolts, to the trench finish of 
Orpheus. To its left, he also added 
Edging Bets (26) up a teetering 
arete. To the Eastern Bloc on Big 
Rock, A View to the West (26) and 
Raisa (23) were added, each 
sporting its more than fair share 
of crystals. 

At Hanging Rock, Chris 
Shepherd and Phil Bigg took an 
existing bolt ladder as the basis 
for a great new free route. As yet 
unnamed, it is graded 25, and 
climbs a steeper than normal face 
for the area on good holds. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
In Bungonia Gorge, many new 
routes have been pioneered on its 
steep limestone walls, mainly at 
the hands of John Fantini and 
Giles Bradbury. Fantin i's route 
Jewel Box was freed by Chris 
Plant, giving a sustained and 
serious route at 24. 
Kim Carrigan 

STOP PRESS 

Sir Anthony Rawlinson Killed 
On Saturday February 23rd Tony 
Rawlinson died after a slip from 
the ridge of Crib Gach in North 
Wales. An extremely active 
alpinist of the post-Second World 
War generation and long standing 
member of the Alpine Club and 
the Climbers Club, he had served 
on the committees of both, had 
been Journal editor for the CCJ 
from 1954-9 and Vice-President of 
the Alpine Club in 1972. Lately he 
was active as a member of the 
Mount Everest Foundation 
Management Committee. By a 
grim irony his slip in very icy 
conditions occurred on the day of 
the Annual Welsh Dinner of the 
Climbers Club of which he had 
been a prominent member since 
1948, the year of his first alpine 
season. A full obituary will follow 
in Mountain 109. 
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PLAYFUL PROGENITOR 
WP Haskett Smith and the Development of British 
Rock-Climbing 
by Jim Perrin 

In Homo Ludens, his great study of the 
play element in culture , Johan Huizinga 
sounds the following recurrent and familiar 
note of post-Arcadian complaint: 

"Ever since the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century , games . . . have been 
taken more seriously. The rules have become 
increasingly strict and elaborate . Records 
are established at a higher , or faster, or 
longer level than was ever conceivable 
before. Everybody knows the delightful 
prints from the first half of the nineteenth 
century , showing the cricketers in top-hats . 
This speaks for itself. 

"Now, with the increasing systematization 
and regimentation of sport , something of 
the pure play-quality is inevitably lost . . . it 
is lacking in spontaneity and carelessness." 

Within our own sphere of interest as 
mountaineers, we can clearly see the truth 
of his observation: the caravanserai of por
ters past Concordia ; the technological dere
liction on Everest's South Col ; the rainbow 
fronds of nylon cord threaded and ticking 
constantly against Britain 's white limestone 
intricacies: "this way , this way, this way!" 
Yet to follow the latter art back to its origi
nal state ~s to arrive at a careless, impulsive 
act or gesture which in some sense marks a 
point of departure in our sport. 

"Coming out on top of the mountain I 
thought of the ridge beside which Robinson 
and I had come up two years before and 
made for it, intending to follow the edge 
down as strictly as might be. This proved to 
be quite feasible . . . 

"Continuing down into the gap and now 
warmed by exertion , I forgot my headache 
and began to examine the Needle itself ... " 

The Needle was, of course, the Napes 
Needle, a striking 70ft-high obelisk 
amongst the cliffs on the southern side of 
Great Gable in the Lake District , and the 
writer is Walter Parry Haskett Smith , 
describing the events of June 27th, 1886: 

"A deep crack offered a very obvious 
route .. . From the top of the crack there is 
no trouble to reach the shoulder, whence 
the final stage may be studied at ease. The 
summit is near, being as they say in Trans
atlantic cities 'only two blocks away', but 
those same blocks are set one upon the 
other and the stability of the top one looks 
very doubtful." 

By dint of tossing up stones to see if they 
would rest on the top , Haskett Smith con
cluded that the final block held out "hopes of 
the edge being found not too much rounded 
to afford a good grip for the fingers" , and 
continued his climb: 

"It seemed best to work up at the extreme 
right, where the corner projects a little , 
though the fact that you are hanging over 
the deep gap makes it rather a 'nervy' 
proceeding. For anyone in a standing posi
tion at the corner it is easy to shuffle the feet 
sideways to the other end of the chink, 
where it is found that the side of the top 
block facing outwards is decidedly less ver
tical. Moreover, at the foot of this side there 
appeared to my great joy a protuberance 
which, being covered with a lichenous 
growth, looked as if it might prove slippery , 
18 

but was placed in the precise spot where it 
would be most useful in shortening the for
midable stretch up to the top edge. Gently 
and cautiously transferring my weight , I 
reached up with my right hand and at last 
was able to feel the edge and prove it to be , 
not smooth and rounded as it might have 
been, but a flat and satisfactory grip." 

There, in plain language carefully tailored 
to fit the new specifics, we have the forebear 
of today's slap-and-dyno climbing prose. 

"My first thought on reaching the top was 

one of regret that my friends should have 
missed by a few hours such a day's climbing 
... my next was one of wonder whether 
getting down again would not prove far 
more awkward than getting up! 

"Hanging by the hands and feeling with 
the toes for the protruberance provided an 
anxious moment , but the rest went easily 
enough, though it must be confessed that it 
was an undoubted satisfaction to stand once 
more on solid ground below and look up at 
my handkerchief fluttering in the breeze." 



Opposite Page: Wc1:1c11 Parry Haskett-Smith. This portrait formed the frontispiece for the 1915 Fell and Rock Journal the club of which 
he was then Pn.:sident. Below: Napes Needle, Wasdale,. time-honoured birthplace of British rock climbing. This photograph, from the 
1936 Fell and 1<.ock Journal, shows Haskett-Sm/th makmg the Jubilee ascent of his climb at the age of 77! Photo: J. Osborne Walker. 

We are thus brought full circle to the 
purple and orange slings tap-tapping 
against the limestone bulges of present 
activity. The casual, century-old daring of 
the one leads into the technical sophistica
tion of the other. 

It needs to be said that Napes Needle was 
by no means the first British rock-climb. 
Stocker and Wall in 1883, and Stocker and 
Parker the following year, had completed 
routes on the 1000ft face of Lliwedd . There 
is even evidence to suggest that Welsh 
miners, in search of copper lodes or King 
Arthur's legendary gold, had climbed Slant
ing Gully on the same cliff some time in the 
1860s. Haskett Smith himself had made 
ascents of what were undoubtedly proper 
rock climbs - the Central and West Jordan 
Climbs on Pillar Rock , Great Gully on 
Pavey Ark and Steep Ghyll on Scafell -
several years before this June day of 1886. 
So what was it about the Napes Needle and 
the man who climbed it which so captured 
public imagination and set rock-climbing on 
course to develop as a separate sport from 
its parent one of Alpine mountaineering? 

The answer is complex. There is the simple 
element of visual appeal which is ever pre
sent in the creation of a fashion - the story of 
Owen Glynne Jones seeing a photograph of 
the Needle in a London shop window and 
thereby being attracted to take up the sport 
is well-known. There is the peculiar charm 
of Haskett Smith's own character, which we 
will consider in due course. And there is 
also the fact that the ascent of Napes Needle 
- unlike Stocker's ascents on Lliwedd - was 
not undertaken by an alpinist as a domestic 
substitute or mode of training for his prefer
red sport. 

In a customarily elegant Alpine Journal 
obituary , Geoffrey Winthrop Young notes 
that "Haskett rocketed in on his own, fasci
nated by the single adventure of climbing 
rocks", and adds that "to the older moun
taineers, of the wider view, English rocks 
were then still only a happy preparation for 
greater mountains, a pass-time in the off 
seasons". To Haskett Smith , they were very 
much more than that , they were an end in 
themselves, an active passion towards 
which he displayed an attitude and out of 
which he concocted a formula which are 
essentially those of our modern sport, how
ever much of its playful innocence we may 
have lost along the way. It underlines how 
revolutionary was his departure when we 
consider the Al review of his first - and 
probably the world's first - rock-climbing 
guidebook , which appeared in 1894: 

"This little work . . . marks a distinct 
epoch in British holiday-making. It admits 
publicly, if not proudly, that there is a class 
of travellers who 'climb for climbing's sake,' 
to whom the ordinary guide-books are un
attractive or useless, and who value hill 
scenery not in proportion to the majesty of 
outline or grouping, or even the height of 
the mountains but for the number of 'good 
bits ' to be found in the rocks and gullies." 

Critically, the reviewer 's tongue is in his 
cheek. His fastening on the term 'good bits ' 

is significant, though , for it is a phrase 
gleefully repeated throughout Haskett 
Smith's writing. But this is slightly to antici
pate, and we need to start from the begin
ning. 

Haskett Smith was born at Goudhurst , 
Kent in 1859, the son of a wealthy land
owning family. He was sent to Eton, where 
he excelled at athletics both of a formal and 
informal nature - Geoffrey Winthrop 
Young records that he claimed to have been 
the first to scale the high wall to one side of 
the school's playing fields . The natural 
progression was to Trinity College, Oxford, 
where he read law and in the long jump 
achieved a distance of nearly 25ft - a leap 
which could not, however, be accounted an 
official world record , because it was done in 
practice . After Oxford he was called to the 
Bar at Lincoln 's Inn, though he never actu
ally followed the profession, being of ample 
independent means. (GWY has it that "life 
had made it easy for him to follow his incli
nations. ") C. F. Hadfield , his obituarist in 
the Fell and Rock Climbing Club Journal, 
tells that "he once had a serious quarrel with 
an old friend - a solicitor and member of the 
Alpine Club - who with the best of intentions 
sent him a brief." 

It was habitual for Oxford students of 
those days to form reading parties, which 
took place in mountainous venues during 
the long vacations. The custom was already 
well established by the time of Cough's long 
poem "The Bothie of Tober-na-Vuolich" 
(1848), which is on the subject, and was still 
prevalent as late as the 1930s, when David 
Cox can remember attending one organised 
by his brother on a spur of Mont Blanc 
below the Gouter hut: 

"You were supposed to spend your time 
reading Cicero and people like that. It was 
absolute agony!" 

No doubt Haskett Smith felt much the 
same way, and the mental attrition of study 
had a compressed spring reaction when he 
bounded out into the mountains. His first 
reading party was held at Aber , on the 
North Wales coast, in the summer of 1880: 

"This station on the Chester and Holyhead 
Railway is in no sense a centre for moun
taineers , though a good deal of work maybe 
done from it. We ourselves, 'in our hot 
youth when George the Third was King,' 
and a dozen miles extra tramping at the end 
of a day was a mere trifle, managed to do 
many of the mountains of North Wales from 
it." 

Even at this early date, Haskett Smith 
was evidently attracted by the rocks. In the 
1917 Rucksack Club Journal he looks back 
and laments that his companions, though 
they were sturdy walkers, "had not much 
relish for climbing", and would not therefore 
join him in the exploration of the exciting 
cliffs of Craig yr Y sfa which they discovered 
in the course of their outings. (Haskett 
returned 37 years later to explore the Craig 
yr Ysfa for himself - in 1917, when, at the 
age of 57, he traversed the cliff and 
descended the Amphitheatre Buttress.) 

The year after the party at Aber, he "pro
cured the Ordnance map of Cumberland, 
found that there was on it a sombre region 
thronged with portentous shadows; found 
that there was an inn at a spot which seemed 
the centre of all this gloom, and finally 
engaged rooms at Dan Tyson 's for a 
month" . The inn was at Wasdale Head, 
Haskett's stay of 1881 lasted two months , 
and from this visit and his meeting there 
with F. H. Bowring, the sport of rock
climbing as we know it came about. 

Ronnie Clark and Ted Pyatt, in their 
standard work on British mountaineering 
history (Mountaineering in Britain, 
Phoenix House 1957), suggest that "there 
was little reason why Haskett Smith ... 
should show any especial interest in poten
tial rock-climbs ... The stimulus came not 
from within himself but from acquaintance 
with a pioneer who, although no rock
climber himself, yet played a vital part in 
the birth of British rock-climbing." 

In this they are, I think, neglecting certain 
clues and overstating their case , but the 
point holds to a degree. Haskett himself, in 
his F & RCCJ obituary of Bowring, wrote 
that "the present generation of climbers 
little knows how much he did to prepare the 
way for the development of their cherished 
sport", and describes his physical appear
ance thus: 

"His long legs were clad in thick trousers; 
his fine head ... was covered with a felt hat, 
the wide brim of which had been reduced to 
limpness by his habit of securing it in windy 
weather by means of an immense blue ker
chief tied under his chin ... His usual coat 
bore somewhat bunchy tails with huge 
pockets, which contained, as a minimum, 
maps, compass, string, field-glasses, sand
wiches , the aforesaid blue bandana, gloves , 
a large grey woollen comforter , and several 
books, besides abundant materials for 
smoking. In his hand was a stout six-foot 
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fellpole with a forked spike, which he 
thought less liable to slip on rocks." 

Bowring's most powerful influence on 
Haskett was probably to induce in him the 
amusingly obsessive interest in etymologies 
which informs all the latter 's writing. But in 
the summers of the 1880s he also undoub
tedly incited his young protege to probe into 
those steeps and fastnesses of Lakeland 
rock which he himself no longer had the 
agility to address. By the summer of 1882, 
under Bowring's influence, Haskett was 
furnishing the Lake District with its first 
true recorded rock-climbs, as distinct from 
the exposed scrambles of an earlier era. For 
the next ten or more years, in company with 
a group of climbers whose domestic activity 
centred on Wasdale - Slingsby, Colllie, 
Collier, Solly, John Wilson Robinson - he 
had it more or less his own way: Steep Ghyll 
in 1884, Napes Needle in 1886, Great Chim
ney on Pillar in 1887, the Cyfrwy Arete on 
Cader Idris in 1888, North Climb on Pillar 
Rock in 1891, and the Great and East Gullies 
of Craig y Cau, up which he led Owen 
Glynne Jones in 1895. 

Thereafter, a new generation took over -
0. G. Jones himself at its forefront; the 
Abraham Brothers and J. M. Archer 
Thomson also centrally participant - the 
base on which they built their achievement 
the result of Haskett's careful preparation 
and carefree actions. And like all good lead
ers of revolutions, he had taken care to 
provide his followers with their little red 
books. 

If Haskett Smith's influence were thought 
to derive from just one significant route, 
then it would be fair to consider it undue . 
But it does not rest wholly, or perhaps even 
chiefly, on his ascent of Napes Needle. The 
two guidebooks he produced, entitled 
Climbing in the British Isles (Vol I England, 
1894; Vol II Wales and Ireland, with H. C. 
Hart, 1895) - little 16mo volumes in red cloth 
covers - were the bibles to a generation and 
more and remain the most witty, erudite 
and readable of all geographical surveys of 
British rock. He had the advantage of his 
subject's being at the time in large measure 
speculative - where climbing might be found 
rather than where it had been performed. 
But his treatment of it is nonetheless a 
continual delight. He disposes of inflated 
claims with the neatest of ironies, as in the 
entry for Bear Rock: 

" ... a queerly-shaped rock on Great 
Napes, which in the middle of March 1889 
was gravely attacked by a large party com
prising some five or six of the strongest 
climbers in England. It is a little difficult to 
find, especially in seasons when the grass is 
at all long." 

Or again, about Beachy Head: 
" ... the first ascent ... is made about 

once in every two years." 
Perhaps most surprising and pleasing is 

his modernism. This comes out strongly in 
his sense of climbable rock (Craven Lime
stone, Anglesey's North and South Stacks, 
St Bee's Head, Lydstep, The Culm Coast, 
Tintagel, Gurnard's Head , Bosigran, the 
Dewerstone, Chudleigh, Anstey's Cove 
and Berry Head are all duly noted , amongst 
hundreds of better-known sites) , and is 
present as well in his attitude towards the 
landscape. He is an ur-conservationist, rail
ing alike where opportunity allows against 
quarries, reservoirs, galvanised wire, 
marker posts , and other such despoliations 
of landscape. 

Most of all, perhaps, he studies landscape 
as it offers opportunities for play: The War
ren at Folkestone gives excellent glissading , 
the screes of Door Head, betweeri Yew
barrow and Red Pike, are worth a detour to 
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humourless and wi ~e , f • he mark. The 
purpose of the little red oo : "~ is to inform 
the reader firstly of the Of •po~ .unities fo ;· th -~ 
practice of this new sport , and seconrliy t 
regale him or her with some of the hi:;,ory , 
characters and atmosphere of the regions in 
which it takes place. And Haskett derives, 
and gives , as much pleasure in this as in the 
very detailed descriptions of a few chosen 
climbs which he also provides. 

What perhaps irritated Pyatt, because he 
may have approached it in the wrong spirit, 
is what was touched on above - Haskett's 
etymological obsession. He is fascinated by 
the derivation of words, and if the reader 
will but open his mind to the topic , he will 
find Haskett very acute and often very 
funny about it, as in this aside about Peny
ghent: 

"Celtic scholars revel in the name; they 
practically agree that it means 'head of 
something', but cannot accept each other's 
views as to what that something is." 

He is also quite frequently given to don
nish contention on the same subject -
perhaps not entirely in place in a guidebook 
(it would certainly have no place in the 
modern technical manuals), but the period 
flavour it imparts is a pleasure in itself: 

"Clough ... is a North of England word 
for a kind of valley formed in the slope of a 
hill. The first cut in carving a shoulder of 
mutton produces a typical 'clough' ... Dr 
Murray tells us that the word has no connec
tion with the Icelandic 'klofi', yet assigns to 
the latter word the origin of 'cloof' in the 

- sense of the fork of a tree, or of the human 
body. To a layman in such matters the two 
words bear a singular resemblance, both in 
sound and sense." 

T,VLL DU 

(looking up from within) 

race down. And to back up the play , he is 
always ready delicately to point up a chal
lenge (as no doubt Bowring did to him in his 
day): 

" ... the account of what has been done 
may induce others to visit this unfrequented 
region. To the same end it might be advisable 
to throw out the remark that the Pencoed 
Pillar, some 700ft high , looks quite inacces
sible from the grassy buttress at its foot. " 

Ted Pyatt, in the 1955 Climbers ' Club 
Journal, stiffly concludes that "he is prone 
to considerable excursions into triviajjties, 
so that the facts have to be sought out from 
much verbiage." This is ludicrously 

The learning he brings to bear on his sub
ject is considerable. All the early travellers 
make their appearances; the great English 
antiquaries - Leland, Camden, Fuller - are 
frequently adduced in evidence; his literary 
range of reference is notably wide. Right at 
the beginning of the England volume, for 
example, he uses a quotation from the late 
medieval Scots poet Gawin Douglas's trans
lation of the Aeneid to take issue with his 
favourite adversary Dr Murray. It is won
derfully arcane and pernickety, like a 
characterisation by M.R. James. 

There is one striking difference between 
the volumes on England and Wales (the 
Irish section included with the latter was 
written by H. C. Hart), and that is in the 
extraordinary emphasis in the Welsh volume 
on accidents. The very first entry sets the 
tone with accounts of three fatalities and a 
serious injury at Aber Falls, and from there 
on the carnage scarcely lets up until the end 
of the volume. If all these victims' ghosts 
still stalk their fatal hills, Snowdonia must 
be phantom-ridden indeed. It is as though 
he set out in the first volume to write an 
ironic comedy of human aspiration , in the 
second to set down a tragedy of individuals 
heedlessly or deliberately overreaching 
themselves. For all that, the Welsh volume 
has its own entrancements: in the way the 
writer uses - and praises the efficiency of -
railways which are now but memories; in its 
animadversions upon Welsh philology 
("Glyder Fawr. The meaning of the name is 
a mystery. One Welsh scholar gravely tells 
us that the real name is Clydar, which at 
once yields the obviously suitable meaning 
of a 'well-shaded ploughed ground' .' '); on 
the inhabitants of Bethesda ("The natives 
are polite, and would willingly give any 
information; but they cannot speak English , 
and they do not possess the information."); 
and perhaps best of all, the entry on Plyn
limon, which tersely states that "Plynlimon 
is seldom mentioned except with derision. " 
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Two of Ellis Carr's superb illustrations from Haskett-Smith's "Climbing in the British Isles". The ability to produce such excellent line 
drawings is rare these days, and modern guidebook illustrators would do well to aspire to Carr's economy of style and excellent pen work, 
which lends itself so well to reproduction at any size. 

Haskett's later life is very little chronicled. 
He seems to have devoted himself to 
genealogical research, and published one 
further book , entitled Apprentices and 
Freemen of the Fishmonger's Company 
(before 1650) (1916). It was not a commer
cial success. He contributed numerous arti
cles on etymological and historical matters 
to the F&RCCJ, which reveal the same 
genial and perceptive mind at work as in his 
guides. He was particularly good at evoking 
the character of past acquaintances , as in 
this sketch of a former Wasdale clergyman: 

"He was small, and rather insignificant in 
appearance, but he had remarkably neat 
feet and legs. He set off the latter by wearing 
knickerbockers and stockings of a most 
vivid scarlet, while he covered the former, 
partly for economy's sake, with wooden 
clogs . Nothing could be neater than those 
clogs. Their upper leathers were beautifully 
shaped , and finished, and the sole edges 
smartly bound with brass; but the general 
effect was decidedly garish . Probably he 
lived by himself, with no one to look after 
him, for every morning he would come 
across to the inn, and carry away a little tin 
vessel which we imagined to contain his one 
warm meal for the day . It was a pathetic 
sight to see the little man, wrapped in a 
dilapidated mackintosh , hopping over the 
puddles, and haunted by the double fear of 
spilling his precious food, and soiling his 
gaudy nether man." 

He travelled extensively: in the Alps (by 
the time of publication of his "little red 
guides" he had been at least superficially 
inculcated in the true religion from which 
his actions on British rock had been such 
apostasy); in Norway, South America, the 
Pyrenees, Montserrat, North Africa, 
Greece, the Balkans and the Rockies. In 
the quiet seasons of winter and encroaching 
age he led gentle country walks of the 
London section of the Fell and Rock Climb
ing Club: "February 19th, Sunday; a circular 
walk of about 11 miles, from High 

Wycombe through Bradenham and 
Hampden, led by WPHS." "Sunday, 23rd 
November - Circular walk from Windsor 
through Bray and back, led by WPHS." 

C. F. Hadfield gives an engaging account 
of his appearance at this time: 

"Like many great men of strong personal
ity Haskett Smith was full of little fads, 
foibles and eccentricities ... in later years 
his method of dress would be charitably 
described as careless. At dinners he always 
appeared in a well-known velvet jacket , 
quite dressy in itself, but somewhat spoiled 
by a shirt front lacking a stud and a tie resting 
anywhere but in the right place ... such 
accidents caused him not the slightest 
embarrassment. On walks also his attire 
from hat to shoes was far from neat and he 
seemed to take a delight in making it as 
unsuitable as possible. There was ... a long, 
square-cut, tail coat of thick check material 
with outside flap pockets ... [which] 
appeared ... only on the very hottest and 
most grilling of July or August days . .. On 
another day, in the Windsor neighbour
hood he took us on a personally conducted 
tour over Eton College. The amazement 
apparent on the faces of the many Eton 
boys who were strolling about on the Sun
day afternoon was highly amusing and I 
doubt very much whether they would have 
readily believed that the very shabbily and 
somewhat eccentrically dressed elderly man 
... was himself a very distinguished Old 
Etonian. " 

David Cox remembers him speaking at a 
Ladies' Alpine Club dinner in 1932: "Aged 
about 75, tallish, thin , rather wizened face, 
bald head, grey drooping moustache like a 
professor. Made quite a good and amusing 
speech, though twice forgot what he was 
going to say." 

In 1936, to commemorate the fiftieth 
anniversary of its first ascent, he climbed 
the Napes Needle again, and responded to 
the watching crowd's request for a story 
with the quip, "There is no other storey -

this is the top storey!" The word-play was 
entirely typical of the man. 

His death came ten years later, in March 
1946 at Parkstone in Dorset, to which he 
had retired, little-visited, isolated, and in 
failing health, after the bombing of his 
London house. 

When, on the Easter Sunday ten years 
earlier, he had climbed his Napes Needle 
for the last time, his companion of that day, 
the Fell and Rock Climbing Club president 
Professor Chorley, had told the crowd 
assembled on the Dress Circle that "We in 
Lakeland delight to honour him as the 
father of British climbing" . 

Haskett would no doubt have pointed out 
the brothers, uncles, grandfathers who 
share the implications of that phrase, and 
slyly commented further on its genealogy. 
What remains beyond doubt is that those 
who climb in the 1980s are his rightful 
descendants , and if they gain from climbing 
as much pleasure and spontaneous joy as 
Haskett and his writings still impart to it, its 
continuity is assured . 

Summary: A profile of W. P. Haskett-Smith 
the "father" of British rock climbing by Jim 
Perrin , to mark the centenary year of his 
pioneering ascent of Napes Needle, in 
Wasdale, English Lake District. 

(A facsimile edition in one volume of 
Haskett Smith's two guidebooks, with the 
original illustrations by Ellis Carr, is to be 
published by The Ernest Press, Glasgow, 
on June 27th, at £10.95. Jim Perrin's recent 
book Menlove, published by Victor Gol
lancz Ltd, was first outright winner of 
the Boardman Tasker Prize for Mountain 
Literature, and reviewed by Mountain as 
"Remarkable ... by any standards, this is 
biography at its best, and something rather 
exceptional in climbing literature", and by 
Climbing as a book which "has greatly 
raised the status of mountaineering litera
ture".) 

21 



f 



SECRET ICE 
by Godefroy Perroux 

"' 
Opposite Page: Godefroy Perroux soloing high on the Pilier du Ciel at Huez. 
Above: The author, typically decked out for modern ice 'crag' climbing. 
All photographs: Perroux Collection. 

It seems almost treasonable to disclose the 
wealth of ice climbing in the Oisans to the 
Anglo-Saxons, as French climbers dream of 
their ideal ice fall climbs this winter, secure 
in the belief that they alone know of their 
existence, and that they will bag all the first 
ascents! 

In France, from the moment the weather 
is cold enough, it is possible to ice climb 
anywhere at middle altitude; nearly every 
alpine valley has ice and the possibilities are 
enormous. You need fine judgement, 
though: is it cold enough, is the ice too soft, 
is it going to fall on your head? But the simple 
equation: Water + Cold + Climber = 
Ascent provides the magic of climbing frozen 
~ater, on hanging stalactites and pillars of 
ice. 

The pioneers of French ice-fall climbing 
were Pyreneans R. Munsch and Dominique 
Julien; in Chamonix Saadi, Grenier and 
Troussier and in the Oisans Sombardier and 
Douillet. Until quite recently, there were 
very few ice fall climbers, but now, numbers 
have increased to the point where to remain 
undiscovered, waterfalls have to be very 
discreet! 

It is hard to imagine that even after seven 
years- there are still new ice falls to climb, 
but since 1979, when we first heard about 
Alpine water ice, the winters have not been 
so good. Even last winter, with 15 days of 
very cold weather (-20/30°C), was not a 
brilliant one: the autumn was too dry and 
lots of ice falls didn't form. Even so, only a 
fraction of the potential lines have been 
climbed, because some locations are too far 
from villages, too avalanche prone, or freeze 
only irregularly, but it is only a matter of 
time before they are all done. 

There are only about ten popular areas in 
the Alps. Gavarnie in the Pyrenees is cer
tainly well known to foreign climbers, but it 
is not necessarily the best area, for along the 
whole length of R.N. 91, which runs from 
Grenoble to Briarn;on, possibilities abound. 
Ease of access makes this a paradise fit to 
make the most hardened Scots climber 
jealous. Imagine the likes of Point Five 
Gully, Zero Gully, Gardyloo Buttress and 
the Minus Gullies of Ben Nevis lining 
twenty kilometres of road! La Vallee de la 
Romanche on the southern side gives the 
longest ice climbs in France, Les Moulins 
and Caturgeas, 600m of Grade V and VI 
and all that for just one to two minutes from 
the road! 

You can park the car, do two or three bolt 
protected pitches, then abseil off in time to 
drink a hot chocolate (for the French) or a 
beer (for the British) at the auberge des 
Freaux: just like a day at the crags! The 
more courageous can go on up to the top, 
but don't forget to take a headtorch. 

La Vallee de la Romanche is situated bet
ween Livet (alt. 600m) and La Grave (alt. 
1450m) and is in three parts: The Vallee du 
Bourg d'Oisans, La Rampe des Commeres 
and the Combe de Maiava), this being the 
most well-known. La Combe de Maiava) is 
a valley washed by avalanches, between the 
barrage de Chambon and the village of La 
Grave (on the N. 91). This is the most 
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Left: The aptly named Erection at Huez. 
Opposite Page: Magnificent conditions on 
Douche Ecossaise, Huez. 

popular place because ice falls remain in 
good condition for much longer than 
elsewhere, normally from December to the 
end of February. On the south side, there 
are about 20 ice falls from 150m - 600m, 
with very easy access (from 2-20 minutes) . 

Above the tunnel du Grand Clot, there 
are the two biggest ice falls in France: La 
Cascade des Moulins (where 5 people died 
in 1980 when the ice fall broke) is a nice ice 
fall of 600m with a succession of difficulties, 
particularly an enormous and steep stalactite 
100m high, finishing with delicate snow 
climbing to the summit plateau. La Cascade 
de Caturgeas, slightly less difficult from a 
technical point of view, is a good route, long 
and engaging. Some are quite impressive 
and very difficult, Erection (180m) with the 
main difficulties on the cigar (which is com
pletely vertical) for 40m; Phantasme (220m) 
and Orgasme (300m), a very steep ice fall, 
especially on the 90° second and third sec
tions. (Belays are found on the rocks to the 
right). The first ascent was done by Alain 
Barayat, Franck Farjat, Bernard Miard and 
Godefroy Perroux on January 20 1981. 

Queyras is a great place for ice climbing, 
with six ice falls near to the ski station of Jes 
Orres. When you arrive, follow the cross 
country ski tracks on the right of the slopes. 
The first one on the right is Beatrix, then 
Clara and Nadia, with steep walls. The next 
one is Regina, with a very steep section and 
the other is called Dancing Fall (very seri
ous). (Dancing Fall is a word play on 
Dancing Fool, a song of Frank Zappa's.) 
The first ascent was done by H. Jaillet and 
Jean-Marc Troussier. 

Parallel to the valley of the Orres, you 
have Ceillac and in the direction of the 
Aiguilles en Queyras, La Maison du Roi. 
Six waterfalls are on the right just before the 
lifts: Les Formes du Chaos (5 pitches) first 
climbed by H. Jaillet and N. Faysse; Les 
Sombre Heras (3 pitches) first climbed by J. 
Perrier; Branche Droite (130m, C. Moulin, 
F. Charenton) and Branche Gauche (130m, 
by J. Perrier, A. Coccoz, S. and J.M. Trous
sier). The one after is Easy Rider (70m), 
first climbed by S. and J. M. Troussier; the 
last one is X (40m). Climbs are possible 
from December to March. 

What a journey, what a wet journey, and 
we still have other sites to visit! The next 
one is: 

Embrun, the Vallon de Fournel above 
I' Argentiere la Bessee, has four waterfalls, 
the most interesting one being Hiroshima. 
J. M. Troussier and Pschitt had an exciting 
time doing the first ascent at the beginning 
of winter '80/'81. Starting with 40m at 80°, 
they came to a cave, on the side of which a 
"cigar" hung down to the ground from the 
roof, connected to a sort of ice sheet hang
ing in mid air. There was no other way to go 
than from the cigar to the sheet, so Pschitt 
cut a window in it and climbed through on to 
the front. He did not know if the sheet 
would tear ... 

Another good place to go to play is at 
Viallins, on the road before Argentiere in 
the vallee de la Fressiniere. There are 30 ice 
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Left and Above: Symphonie at Les Alpes d'Huez. 

falls here ranging in length from 40m to 
400m. They form only if the autumn is wet 
(this was not the case in autumn '85): they 
are all different, some quite easy, some very 
steep. 

There are so many places for waterfalls 
that it is difficult to mention all of them , but 
we should not forget Les Gages d'Engins 
(20 ice falls with an easy access), the Vallon 
du Pie d'Ornon (6 ice falls), the Col 
d'Ornon and the Vallon de Vaunoire (bet
ween Taillefer and l'Armet). 

Of course, if you come to Chamonix to 
ski or climb there are, for the odd days of 
bad weather or for training (or just for 
pleasure) ice falls as well. On the Argen
tiere Glacier, from the middle station of 
Lognan, you can cross the glacier and reach 
on the right seven ice falls and from the 
chalet of the EHM, you can descend a 
couloir to reach three ice falls on the left 
side. Also falls exist about 80m from the 
refuge de Leschaux, of the Col des Monte ts, 
and of the Vallon de Berard. If it is an 
exceptional winter, the Plateau d' Assy ( on 
the left from Sallanches coming up to 
Chamonix) is a paradise: Thierry Renault 
and Mike Scott have made first ascents of 
most of them. 

Any trip would be incomplete without a 
visit to the Pyrenees, where French ice 
climbing was born with the first ascent of 
the wall of Gavarnie in 1968 by F. Cassou 
and R. Despiau, which in those days 
required cutting steps! 

The cirque de Gavarnie has about 11 ice 
falls from 200-300m. Particularly good is 
Overdose (ED 450m, first climbed in 1978 
by M. Boulang, S. Casteran, D. Julien and 
R. Munsch). These routes are very exposed 
to avalanches, though, so care has to be 
taken. 

In the Vallee d'Heas, there are about six 
ice falls ( from 100-180m) on the north side 
near the road Gedre - cirque de Troumouse, 
in front of the Hostellerie of the Cirque de 
Troumouse, and at the falaise Ouest de 
Plateau de Coumely, four easy water falls 
(good to start) lie alongside the road from 
Gedre to Gavarnie. 

The ski resort ofL' Alpe d'Huez, venue of 
the 1968 Olympic bobsleigh event, forms a 
focus for many climbers who come to learn 
ice climbing skills. The weather is good 
most of the time and the climbing easy, 
usually situated just off the ski slopes. It is 
absolutely necessary to do Symphone d'Au
tomne (140m, a great climb), Supercramp
direct, Ice Bille and to try La Tempete, one 
of the most recent mixed climbs (if you are 
not allergic to bolt protection). 

In the heart of Oisans, on the way to la 
Berarde (closed in winter) at Saint Christ
ophe en Oisans, there is, for the energetic, 
a 1 ½ hour walk to the Vallon du Diable, a 
super place for ice fall climbing. If the snow 
conditions are good (danger of avalanches) 
it is possible to climb from the end of 
November to mid-March. 

A list of all the sites would be over long, 
and anyway discovering them is half the 
pleasure. There are inexpensive and well 
situated places for climbers to stay. A car is 
useful to go from one place to another, 
though there are regular bus services. 

For the last four years now, I have been 
going to Scotland in March ( 4000km return 
trip from Grenoble) and I can tell you that 
our playground here in France doesn't com
pare to Scotland, but it is worth a visit all the 
same! 

Summary: A brief resume of icefall climb
ing possibilities in France, by Godeffroy 
Perroux, a leading exponent of the art. 
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VAUD -A Short History 
by Claude and Yves Remy 

It was the young shepherds, hunters and the 
educated scholars who were the first explor
ers of the Vaudoises during the 18th and 19th 
centuries. The first known ascent of the 
Diablerets (3209m), the highest point of the 
region, on the August 18 1850, involved a 
section of grade II. Thereafter climbing in 
the Vaudoise didn't take off until considera
bly later. In 1881, G . Beraneck, a bold clim
berclimbed the vertical 40m tower of the 
Quille du Diable solo and without the 
benefit of decent ice axes. During the same 
period the northern arete of the Petite Dent 
de Moreles was climbed. 

Another highlight was the first ascent of 
the Vaudoise's most difficult summit: the 
Pierre qu'Abotse, climbed after a number 
of attempts by H. Pascal, J. Veillon and J. 
L. Marlettaz. They utilised an iron spike, 
club hammer and iron pegs to make progress 
at their extreme limits! It should be noted 
that these diverse ascents were for sections 
of between grades II and III . 

A little later, in 1907, a book by A . Vautier 
was already taking note of presiding climb
ing ethics! Certain 'pui;:ists' refused to touch 
the iron pegs on the Pierre qu'Abotse during 
their ascents . At the beginning of the cen
tury attention turned to the aretes and faces , 
with 0. Hug and C. de Rham particularly 
active. 1908 was a vintage year for this 
team, with two remarkable successes: the 
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first traverse of the Arete de l' Argentine 
(many abseils were necessary, a technique 
that was at the time little developed), as 
well as the important first ascent of the 
North West Face of the Dent Favre (Grade 
III and IV) . 

In 1922 the ascent of the 450m Grande 
Face du Miroir initiated the development of 
a great range of routes in the Argentine , but 
between the years 1925 - 1935 there arose 
two exceptional climbers: the Miiller 
brothers . Climbing usually as a team, they 
climbed classic hard routes of the day and 
put up many of their own. In 1934 they 
pioneered the exceptional North Face of 
the Central Summit of the Argentine , with a 
500m section in the upper half being either 
vertical or overhanging. 

It is worth remembering that during this 
era the leader (and second) freely exposed 
themselves to extreme situations. It was 
unthinkable to have a fall as there was no 
way of arresting it. During this ascent the 
Miillers only placed 15 pegs , and encoun
tered difficulties between VI and A2, with 
some sections unpeggable. 

During the 1940s the Vaudoise climbing 
scene, although Jacking competition, was 
dominated by the very active de Rham . He 
put up a dozen or so routes in the massif: 
grades IV and V with the occasional peg and 
Al. One of the most astonishing things 

about this mathematician was his long 
climbing career: over sixty years! Also of 
great importance were the celebrated trio 
from Chateau d'Oex. Between 1940 and 
1960 Betty and Ernest Favre accompanied 
by L. M. Henchoz became well known in 
the area of the Pays d'Enhaut, criss-crossing 
the place with twenty or so new routes . 

The era of rock climbing as a sport in 
itself, with bouldering and short cliff routes , 
first started in the Alpes Vaudoise with the 
activities of a few isolated climbers. Carlo 
Jaquet was one of the most ardent. From 
1951 he started to train himself on the 
numerous walls and building fa<;ades in 
Lausanne as well as the cliff of Mormont 
close to Eclepens. His example Jed hesitantly 
in the sixties to what was to become a popu
lar training ground ten years later. In the 
Vaudoise, C. Jaquet was equally well 
known for new routes, the most outstanding 
of which was the Lausannois on the Sphinx 
d' AL In this mostly virgin area the climbing 
of the day was generally mixed: TD sup with 
V+ and A2. 
Above: TheLeysin Towers of Mayen (left), 
and Ai'. Layton Kor's North Face Route 
(1966) of Mayen takes the centre of the 
face. All photos: Claude and Yves Remy. 
Opposite Page: Yves Remy on the 1984 
route Ice Crime on the Diamond face of 
Mayen. 





Starting in the sixties , the Vaudoise saw a 
new generation of rock climbers emerge, 
who tackled the most boring of walls to 
discover some nondescript lines at the high
est level of their abilities. This direction of 
climbing linked to a considerable evolution 
in our society was leading to the establish
ment of a specific sport. Two distinct groups 
of climbers dominated the Vaudoise 
"scene": the Anglo-Americans who were 
very active in the more popular Tours of 
Leysin massif and the Lausannois who 
interested themselves in the Argentine and 
the virgin wall, the Ecuelle close to 
Anzeinde. 

The Tours of Leysin and the Anglo
Americans 

It was only at the end of the fifties that 
climbers came to grips with the verticality of 
the rock of the Tours of Leysin , normally 
called the Tours d'AL The most enterprising 
were the two Vaudois, F. Jequier and E. 
Nussle . 

In 1963 an exceptional man arrived in 
Leysin , th_e American gymnastics teacher 
John Harlin who created, with Bev Clark, 
the International School of (Modern)? 
Mountaineering. The ISM employed mostly 
Anglo-American Guides amongst whom 
were some of the best alpinists of the time . 
In this group was the absolute master of 
the Sixties artificial climbing: Layton Kor. 
He had created important new routes in 
Colorado and Yosemite , and in the Alps he 
was one of the group who put up the Eiger 
Direct in the winter of 1966. Considered as 
the best climber on rock of his generation , 
Layton Kor distinguished himself on the 
Tours of Leysin by creating five routes ... 
and what routes! On the Tour de Mayen he 
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made the first ascent of the imr.ressive and 
nasty overhanging North Face (ED, 200m). 
It was a mixed climb on very bad rock -
certainly the most serious undertaking in 
the Vaudoise - and it still awaits a second 
ascent! 

The most active climbers on the Tours 
however were John Harlin (killed when a 
fixed rope broke on the Eiger Direct , winter 
1966) and Dougal Haston . Harlin climbed 
all the known routes on the Tours , even in 
winter, and added another six. He had a 
ferocious determination and the memory 
his friends preserve of him is of an 
extremely gifted man , particularly on mixed 
ground where he progressed with cat-like 
ability. 

Dougal Haston for his part spent six years 
exploring the Tours, both in summer and 
winter (he was killed in an avalanche there 
in 1977) . Originally from Scotland he 
climbed with equipment that was little 
known in the Vaudoise: rock boots and nuts. 
He was above all "armed" with a passion 
and limitless courage. After some solid 
experience in the Alps Haston made a name 
for himself on the big mountains throughout 
the world. He was one of the summit pair on 
the first ascent of the South Face of 
Annapurna (1970) and the South Face of 
Everest (1975). His creations in the Alps on 
the other hand are disappointing: two new 
routes on the west face of the Dru at 
Chamonix! 

Haston created six new routes amongst 
which were two important ones on the 
North face of the Ai", but more importantly 
he pioneered winter ascents of extreme 
routes in the Vaudois . 

Coming directly from Yosemite , Royal 
Robbins introduced both revolutionary 
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ideas and gear to European alpinists and 
rock-climbers. On the Tours , Robbins 
became noted in particular for creating a 
variation to the exit of the Harlin Route . 
Although only 30m long this pitch is really 
something in the Vaudoise. Owing to the 
quality of the rock , the way in which he 
climbed the "Fissure Robbins", free and 
with very little protection, is outstanding 
and you can say that here for the first time 
Vlsup had been climbed, in Vaud. This was 
nearly 15 years ahead of "modern" climbing! 

Don Whillans , the other celebrated 
climber of British origin , also appreciated 
the Tours - as well as the Swiss beer! In the 
company of Haston he baptised a dreadful 
crack, "The Fissure Beauregard" , after the 
brewery of the same name. Whillans , Kor 
and Robbins climbing together , put up the 
historic Diedre (TD, free and very pleasant) 
on the Diamond , a pleasure for all those 
that have followed in the wake of this 
redoubtable trio. 

Lesser known climbers should also be 
mentioned who were of equally international 
calibre and who are credited with one or 
more routes on the Tours: M . Galbraith , J. 
Ferguson , B. Clark, B. Robertson and S. 
Fulton. During this period of intense activity 
the Vaudois , who remained rather as obser
vers, had little contact with the Anglo
Americans. 



Opposite Page: The South Face of Mon tons 
at Sanetsch. Right: A recent route on this 
face -_Axis, is considered to be amongst the 
best hmestone routes in Switzerland. 

The Vintage Years 
During the years between 1960 and 1970 

the Lausannois were not totally inactive at 
the Ecuelle and at Argentine . Under the 
impulse of Leon Weissbaum - a self taught 
climber who acquired a vast alpine experi
ence - the exploration of the Ecuelle wall 
led to a series of good routes. Between 120-
140m high, the west wall of the Ecuelle 
offers similar ground and rock to the 
Towers above Leysin but due to its isolation 
this wall hadn't received comparable atten
tion. With this new experience , Weissbaum 
dreamed of perfect lines , directs on the 
Argentine. These he achieved with a 
number of companions, the most regular 
being Ezio Lettry and Pierre-Andre 
Froidevaux - nicknamed PAF. On the north 
facing side of the Argentine he climbed the 
Directe du Cheval Blanc (1967) , the Super
directe du Grand Miroir (1969) and in 1971 
the Directe de la Haute Corde . These are 
the important 500m high routes climbed in 
the main free at Vsup/VI with artificial 
sections of A2/A3 . 
The Final Stage 

From the seventies , new routes have 
multiplied like never before, with the dis
covery of new areas that were cleaned and 
protected. (This tendency came to promi
nence in the eighties in order to "prepare" 
the route and make it suitable for modern 
climbing). 

The authors were lucky enough to actively 
participate in this bonanza with more than a 
hundred new routes in the area . 

During the last fifteen years ideas and 
equipment have progressively adapted to 
"modern" climbing and have been adopted 
in our region, but not always without hiccups 

Initially the game was to free climb artifi
cial pitches on particular routes without 
pulling on or touching the protection. At 
the same time equipment became more 
reliable , enabling climbers to push to the 
limits of their ability and consider falls with 
a certain equanimity. 

However, the application of such new 
gear and techniques was first exercised with 
a certain amount of prudence on the smaller 
walls. The development of bouldering at 
such places as the St Triphon quarry permit
ted truly extreme climbing to be practised 
without restrictions. You then put it to the 
test on short cliffs and then on the more 
important walls . The falaise de St Lou{) 
close to the Sarraz (the Vaudois plateau) 
developed by the authors from 1974, has 
played a decisive role in this evolution . 

A number of extreme routes, of regional 
significance , in the Vaudoise are fantastic 
for their diversity in both rock and equip
ment: on the Leysin Tower "Ice-Crime", 
"Cherchez pas d'Excuses" , "Hard a Z" and 
"Nerine" . The wall of Montons at Sanetsch 
(a place that has only just been developed) 
has "Tsingy'' (14 pitches) , "Axis" , "Eufrate" 
and the "Chemin des Extremes". These are 
really exceptional, unique even for the 
Suisse Romande, and count amongst the 
best limestone routes in the country . It 
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-Opposite Page: Orphee at Sanetsch . Above Left: Tsigny, Mon tons South Face. Right: The South (Sphinx) Face of the Tour d'Ai'. 

should be stated that all the routes were 
climbed "depuis le bas". The Vaudoise has 
seen the obligatory VIsup mastered on slab 
routes and of course led from the bottom, 
while the VII has also been climbed with 
preplaced protection . 

The Vaudoise grading system is similar to 
that of the South of France. Surmountin~ 
the same difficulties (VI, VII - or higher) 
has led to a new form of climbing labelled 
"sportive" or "competitive". This style of 
climbing with its attendant strict regime is 
still in its infancy in the Vaudoise. 

However , despite all of this we shouldn't 
forget that the Vaudoise possesses many 
marvellous possibilities for all grades of 
climber! Further to which , it should be 
noted that a number of the easier routes (D 
to TD) have in situ protection with a 
number of very solid bolts! It's more than an 
invitation! 
The Vaudoise Alps: General Information 

The Vaudoise Alps are situated to the 
north-east of Lake Geneva (Lac Leman) and 
the main areas , around Leysin , Argentine 
and Sanetsch , are only about an hour from 
Chamonix. Road and rail access make day 
trips possible with the added advantage that 
approach walks are often short. The climbs 
(principally rock routes) are on limestone of 
a variable quality but the recent slab routes 
are on quite amazing rock! 
The Routes 

There are routes in all grades from PD to 
ED-sup, both free and artificial and you can 

find superb 500 metre routes of great atmos
phere , that haven't been "equipped" . The 
seeker of solitude is able to discover vast 
and little frequented areas with routes of 
great quality on walls of over 1000 metres 
that are somewhat overlooked , perhaps 
because of the very stratified rock . How
ever , most current activity is directed 
towards relatively short routes of between 
100 to 250 metres on a "concrete" type rock 
with reliable in situ and bolt protection , as 
well as nut placements in between . The 
Vaudoise is remarkably well endowed with 
"modern" routes , but there remains much 
to be explored. 

Modern routes such as those on the 
"Tours of Leysin" and the Sanetsch walls 
are pre-alpine, and because they are south 
facing they rapidly come into condition. In 
particular the Tours of Leysin are generally 
climbed with minimal ~ear but it should be 
added that although it 's a rock climbing 
forcing area - ecole d'escalade - the routes 
nevertheless terminate at 2000m. The 
rigours of the seasons are to be expected 
and despite the sunshine you can suffer 
from frostbite and in the spring expect to 
flounder in the deep snow covering the 
approaches and descents. In a really bad 
season you can climb on the Sphinx or the 
Diamond in more clement conditions. 
Access to the latter , even in winter , is easy 
via the telecabines . 

Note that at Sanetsch the col is closed 
from the first snowfalls to the middle of 
June . In the Argentine area climbing starts 

in mid-June (look out for the neve lingering 
on the slab routes which are probably best 
avoided) until the return of the first snow. 
Remember that the area faces northwest 
and to take warm clothing. 
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LUNDY 1985 
by Gary Gibson 

It would be a simple deduction; the publica
tion of the new Lundy guide has stimulated 
the recent accelerated development of the 
island in terms of new routes. However it 
would be wrong! Quite simply, even without 
the new guide, activity was about to reach 
fever pitch anyway. The teams were on the 
starting blocks and raring to go some twelve 
months ago, so the sixty or so new routes 
have hardly come as any surprise. And as 
ever the high quality of Lundy new routes 
has been fully maintained with the grades 
pushing skywards. 

Despite criticisms, the new guide has 
once more focussed attention on newer and 
more esoteric cliffs and buttresses. The 
Parthenos for instance, where Cithaeron 
has been repeated and fully declared as the 
quality route its first ascensionists thought it 
to be. Other routes such as Pawsher, The 
Cullinan, I Scream and Matt Black also lost 
their "crosses" with the latter route standing 
now as the most popular route of the E3 
grade on the island, already! Similarly many 
of the new routes added this year may well 
claim such an accolade by the end of next 
year . It will be interesting to see which ones, 
though I have a very good idea. 

1985 interest on Lundy began back in 
Easter, an unusually early start these days 
despite past traditions, with a few Wolver
hampton CC members gathering together 
on the island for a week's sport: a week's 
water sport! The seas were high, one 
member was a finger away from death when 
washed out to sea and the result was only a 
few new pitches, mainly on The Fortress, 
from Steve Boyden, Paul Harrison and 
Doug Kerr. Thence once more the island 
returned to the birds and ornithologists. 

As is usual on Lundy the last week in July 
and first in August heralds the arrival of the 
climbing fraternity and therefore increased 
activity. The justification for calling 1985 a 
bumper year once more stems from this 
fortnight, when a total of 30+ routes were 
discovered, some of the very highest 
calibre. 

For the first time in all my visits to Lundy 
I found myself in the unheard of situation of 
competing for new lines, unfortunately on 
The Diamond, Britain's finest granite face 
climbing venue. No sooner had the helicop
ter landed than Matt Ward and myself were 
sprinting in desperation up the island to 
claim all the lines on the rock as our own. 
Simon Whalley joined us later and all three 
of us embarked in ploughing huge clean 
furrows up the field of lichen to the tune of 
"We plough the fields and scatter". High 
winds prevented any ascents on The 
Diamond, in fact the weather was most 
unkind, especially to the competing party 
who had to be rescued by the local lifeboat 
and landed ashore at 2a.m. amidst high seas 
and much vomit, even from the lifeboat 
crew! 

Opposite Page: Steve Boydon attempting to 
free climb the old aid route Victoriana 
(A2), on Flying Buttress Lundy Island. The 
Author eventually freed it at E5 6b. 
Photo: Mike Snell. 

After an awful Sunday and early start to 
the day, Monday eventually turned pleasant 
and allowed for the first new routes of the 
week . St Patrick's Buttress always seems to 
be the place for that but quite astonishingly 
it has once more produced a barrage of new 
climbs, this time totalling eleven in 1985. 
Half a dozen of these fell during the week of 
our visit and Matt Blanc (E5, 6b) was first. 
Essentially a direct start to Matt Black, it 
afforded much entertainment and a techni
cal exercise in one finger pocket climbing. 
Matt announced it as mild on his turn but 
that was probably due to my having done 
the crux a dozen or so times for his pleasure: 
cheeky! 

More of a test piece, which this time Matt 
refrained from trying, instead sneaking off 
for his own line, lay to the left of Destiny, a 
wall which I had felt sure would yield to a 
good route. What later transpired after no 
fewer than five yo-yo's was probably the 
meanest son-of-a-bitch on the whole island. 
Mammoth-Sandwich Island (E5, 6c) is a 
pure brute of a route which leaves the right 
forefinger in complete numbness for about 
six hours after. That should put a few 
people off! A thin crack right of Destiny 
could hardly go unnoticed and was trans
formed the following day, along with the 
headwall, into a superb modern classic 
given the extravagant name of Tomorrow 
(E4, 6a). An enthusiastic Andi Lovatt did 
the honours with the ropes on both routes 
whilst having abuse yelled down to him 
from above as he tried to pull me off; 
naughty! On the same buttress Matt 
climbed the interesting Harbinger (HVS, 
5b) to the right of Tomorrow as well as 
climbing the main angle of the Evictor bay 
to give the imaginatively named Evictor 
Direct (E2, 5c). The usual line up the left 
wall was later accommodated into Russian 
Giant (E3, 6a, 5b) which starts up the wall 
left of Shamrock and was soloed by me. 

Whilst ,all this was going on Steven 
Boyden and Paul Harrison had sufficiently 
recovered from their boat trip across to 
force two new routes in Black Jack Zawn. 
The parallel lines of Hidden Treasures and 
Buried Gold (E2, 5c and E5, 6a, respec
tively) both offer good climbing, the former 
being the better of the two, the latter proving 
quite a pump. In the same bay the same pair 
but in reverse order, if you see what I mean, 
discovered the previously virgin Lifeboat 
Buttress and found All Hands Lost (El, 5c) 
on the left side of the buttress to provoke 
memories of their sea crossing. Simon 
Whalley was also getting some footage by 
climbing the scoop right of Accidental 
Crack on Sunset prom. to give Second 
Summer (El, 5b), done with Ant Har
greaves. 

Despite all these routes the weather had 
still been rather unfair and had prevented 
any attack on the cleaned lines on The 
Diamond to which we had returned nearly 
every day. One of our trips back produced 
the amusingly named Moooooo (E2, 5b) up 
the left side of Beef Buttress, but by Thurs
day our team was getting rather anxious and 
agitated because of the nagging doubts that 

we would not bag the lines. Luckily Thursday 
was superb and afforded another mega 
cleaning session on my big line and its final 
preparation. Matt also added another few 
hours to his line which was also nearing 
completion. By mid-afternoon it was all 
ready and quite simply what evolved from 
all the hard work of cleaning and climbing 
was the best route I have done on the island, 
defying any superlatives. Watching the 
Ocean (E6, 6a, 6b) summed up the mood of 
the week as we had spent most of our time 
doing just that. However we made one big 
mistake, deciding to leave the other lines 
for the Friday and instead soaking up the 
atmosphere of the route in the excellent 
sunset. 

Meanwhile Steve and Paul were having a 
good time coming up with two more new 
routes as well as first pitches to their own 
routes on The Fortress, done at Easter. The 
best of the two completely new routes was 
undoubtedly the excellent Technicolour 
Cruise (E4, 6a) which takes a leftwards 
sweeping line away from the first pitch of 
Tempest, offering some technical and bold 
climbing. Very similar in character though 
easier in standard is Surf City (E2, 5c) up 
the thin crack and through the overlap just 
left of Tempest. 

True to form, Friday was an awful damp 
and dreary day with the wind blowing full 
monty up the face of The Diamond. No 
possibility of climbing here on that day and 
our chance had slipped by. We had to seek 
solace in two pleasant offerings on The 
Parthenos. Zephuros (VS, 4c) is a potential 
classic of its grade transformed from a virtual 
rubbish tip into a very pleasant outing up 
the ramp right of Cithaeron. Maintaining 
traditions I quickly grabbed 300 Spartans 
(VS, 4b) to the right again. This I felt was 
not enough, we could not venture onto our 
real aim but Matt and Andi wanted to call it 
a day and I couldn't really blame them. My 
obsessive mind turned towards Egyptian 
Slabs and a line I knew would take no clean
ing and no runners, just a lot of nerve. After 
four abseils and three solo escapes, one of 
which accounted for Gem Direct(E2, 5c), I 
summoned up the courage and threw caution 
to the winds between Immaculate Slab and 
Immaculate Misconception. Egyptian 
Reggae (E5, 5c) was produced and a vivid 
memory of a lapping sea and potential 
drowning will stay with me forever. 

Our departure had arrived with the 
knowledge, from pub talk the night previous, 
that our cleaned lines were lost from our 
grasp. Steve and Paul were determined to 
snatch the remnants despite my threats of 
reprisals and a return in September. We 
awoke on the Saturday morning at 5a.m. to 
attempt Matt's line but the cold and drizzley 
air were enough to put us off. I remember 
thinking good-bye Lundy and good-bye 
The Diamond and its new routes. Steve and 
Paul were quick in for the kill and in my own 
mind I couldn't really blame them. After all 
I couldn't have it all my own way! 

Their subsequent extra efforts were suffi
ciently rewarded with some brilliant 
pitches. With a brief stint of extra cleaning 
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Left: Gary Gibson on th~ first ascent of 
Watching the Ocean (E6, 6b) on the 
Diamond. Right: Gibson on first ascent of 
Matt Blanc. Photo: Hazel Gibson. 

on Matt's line, Steve promptly devoured 
the long single pitch of Ace of Diamonds 
(ES, 6a) which takes the obvious line of thin 
cracks towards the left side of the face. 
After utilising the same start again, Steve, 
on the same day, dealt out similar treatment 
to another thin crack just left again . 
Diamond Life (E4, 6a) is the easiest route 
on the face and potentially the most popular; 
it 'll probably be polished in a few years' 
time. A brief rest and Steve was at it again, 
adding insult to injury, by climbing the obvi
ous line between Watching the Ocean and 
Ace of Diamonds. The main pitch forces its 
way, via a faint flake, onto the excellent 
upper headwall which gives a fine climax to 
a very good route: Wild Heart(E5, 6b). 

Whilst all the cleaning was going on other 
tit-bits were falling thick and fast. Nearby 
on St Peter's Stone Paul, interchanging 
leads with Sandy Wilkie , climbed three new 
routes. The black diamond-shaped wall 
gave The Great Diamond Robbery (VS , 
4c), the groove 70ft left of St Peter's Stone 
Route yielded HomeBrew(VS , 4c) and the 
groove and black slab right of this gave Free 
Brown Rat (S), the latter route named after 
the team's companion in Old Light West. 
Doug Kerr and Chris Gilbert also added 
their threepenny worth with Promises (El , 
5a , 5b) on Punchbowl Cliff, said to be an 
excellent route. Simon Cardy also climbed 
the previously top-roped Sunset Wall (E2, 
6a) on the isolated block above Wolfman 
Jack wall. 

Things hadn' t quite finished on The 
Diamond. Two thirds of the team in Old 
Light West , namely Paul Harrison , Simon 
Cardy, Sandy Wilkie and Steve Boyden, 
completed the rout by climbing the obvious 
girdle traverse on the u_eper of the two 
breaks. Coast to Coast (E4, 6a) was the 
result and may prove popular due to the 
horizontal rather than the upward move
ment, a rarity on the island. 

The weather over the following few 
weeks was even worse than on our visit and 
allowed for very few routes. Come Bank 
Holiday week no more new routes had 
fallen but the record was quickly put to 
order when Tony Sawbridge and Nidge 
Holliday discovered the potential of the 
zawn containing Salty Dog, which had seen 
one new route from Ian Allen and Mike 
Entwistle called Ship's Cat (HVD) left of 
Salty Dog. In one day Sawbridge and Holli
day, alternating leads , found five routes. 
Diabetic Dog (E3, 6a) takes the thin crack 
above Salty Dog and Fat Freddy (VS, 4c) , 
Phineas (HVS, 5a), Freewheelin' Franklin 
(VS, 4b) and Norbert the Nark (HVS, 5a) 
all take lines on the opposite wall. Chris 
Hindley, Sawbridge and Mike Snell then 
climbed Man Overboard (E2, 5c) on the 
same buttress as All Hands Lost, but to its 
right. Holliday also added another route 
going right from Kyalami Caper on First 
Buttress South to give the uncleaned Don 
Cossack (E3, 6a); would-be second ascen
sionists should note that a trowel will prove 
useful! 

One would have thought that would have 
been it for Lundy in 1985; after all the island 





Above Left: The magnificent Diamond has 
yielded some of the finest modern climbs 
on the island. 1- Diamond Life E4 6a 
(Box_don/Harrison) , 2- Ace of Diamonds ES 
6a (Boydon/Harrison), 3- Wild Heart ES 
Sc, 6b (Boydon/Harrison/Cardy), 
4- Watching the Ocean E6 6a, 6b (Gibson/ 
Ward) , 5- Widespread Ocean of Fear E4 Sc, 
6a (Gibson/Beetlestone), 6- Smear? No 
Fear! E4 6a , Sc (Gibson/Whalley/Ward/ 
Hudson), 7- Smear or Disappear E4 Sc, Sc 
( Gibson/Beetlestone), 8- Coast to Coast E4 
6a (Harrison/Wilkie/Boydon/Cardy). 
Photo: Simon Cardy. 

38 

carries the record of providing hardly any 
new routes in September. However I was 
out to put the record straight for once and 
for all and ironically Doug Kerr and Chris 
Gilbert had the same idea, turning up for 
the same boat trip and the same week at the 
end of the month. We all experienced the 
incredible "boat-out-of-the-sea" trip 
across, but it was well worth it with the best 
weather on the island in 1985 at hand . Doug 
vowed to go to bed once on the island but 
quickly summoned up the enthusiasm to 
create Naughty but Nice (E3, Sc) to the 
right of Jee on First Buttress North . The 
evening sun also proved perfect for my goal. 
The wall right of Matt Black had been on 
my mind for some time and gave the superb 
Charles Mattless (ES, 6a), technically easy 
but very bold. As the sun was fading the 
arete left of Shamrock fell to give the rather 
fascinating Too Salsify (ES, 6b , Sb) which 
has a very weird crux and unlikely knee-bar 
rest just below; very novel! 

Nobody could believe their luck as the 
weather held and the routes fell thick and 
very fast. Doug and Chris monopolised 

Threequarter Buttress coming up with 
Greybird (E2, Sb) right of Mad Axeman, 
Ribsnorter (VD) right of Greybird and 
Nonexpectis Jugsimisius (VS , 4c) direct up 
the Quadratus Lumborum slab. They 
switched to the Fortress for Jane Eugene 
(VS, 4c) right of Worlds Apart and Slender 
Boris (HVS , Sb) right again . They turned 
up that night with the story, "We've done 
five today , bet you can't beat that." I had , 
by one! I had gone a bit over the top with my 
wife Hazel holding the rope and then jumar
ring for the gear. The crags around the Old 
Light were hammered. Grizzled Skipper 
(ES, 6a) and Death Watch Beetle Drive 
(ES , 6b) take lines on the wall left of the 
main Black Crag and offer extremely tech
nical and absorbing climbing. On the 
Wolfman Jack wall two eliminates then fell. 
Jackobite (ES , 6a) is direct and good 
despite bastard origins whilst The Midnight 
Hour (E4, 6a) to the right is brilliant, 
another classic on this excellent wall. That 
still wasn't enough! A brief rest then attack 
on Egyptian Slabs yielded Box of Frogs 
(E4, 6a) a superb groove left of Jack-in-the-



Box and Open the Box (E2, 5b), the arete 
overlooking that. And we still arrived back 
in the daylight! 

This was the middle of the week. Before 
this Udderwise (El, 5b), an alternative 
series of moves on Cow Pie , Sunset Rip-Off 
(E4, 5c) , left of Eclipse and Fished Fingers 
(E3, 6a) right of Shotgun Rider had also 
fallen . We were determined for more. 
Doug and Chris spent five hours preparing a 
line on Threequarter Buttress before climb
ing it in twenty minutes to produce The 
Gold Run (E2, 5b) , right of Ribsnorterand 
I had a morning's rest before powering up 
Brinkman 's Ship (ES, 6b), the crack on 
Flying Buttress. This had previously been 
failed on by Steve, so I was quite happy to 
pull one back . To be fair though he had 
been trying it in the wet! Just before tea we 
then switched to St Patrick's again to create 
Crampant (E4, 6a) , left of Rampant. 

The final few days of the stay were 
becoming very relaxed and the number of 
new routes was getting progressively smal
ler. However my thousandth new route was 

looming and wound me up to get stuck in . 
Alpine Disaster (El, 5b, 5b ), was just that , 
to the right of Scorched Earth and Black 
Looks (E2, 5b) and Overbored (HVS , 5a) 
were found on Devil 's Chimney cliff. I 
rounded the superb week off rather nicely 
by breaching The Wall of Grooves (my 
nick-name for the overhanging wall on St 
Patrick's) for the very first time. Any routes 
here will inevitably be hard and I was very 
surprised to find that Boris Karloff(E4, 6a, 
5b) proved so straight-forward. However it 
will be much harder for the short legged 
variety of the human species! 

And basically that's it. You may think: 
phew! That's certainly how I feel when I 
think how quickly the guide has been put 
out of date. You may also think that the 
island must be losing its vast reservoir of 
potential lines. Well , think again . Lundy 
has masses of unclimbed rock and many 
buttresses have yet to be breached. The first 
line on The Wall of Grooves, the crack on 
Flying Buttress and the superb routes on 
The Diamond all point the finger well and 
truly in the direction of the future. 

Above: Gal]:'. Gibson on the first ascent of 
Moooooo, (E2 Sb), Beef Buttress. 
Photo: Andi Lovatt. 
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GEAR 
Edited by Dave Durkan 

Gear of the Year 
Each year Mountain will present an Equip
ment Award and citation to the individual, 
company or organisation who in our opinion 
have contributed the most to further the 
interests of climbing with regards to equip
ment. 

1985 Award 
During 1985, no one specific piece of equip
ment or concept developed or marketed in 
that year could in our opinion be described as 
taking a major step forward , so we decided to 
present the award retrospectively. Obviously 
the two most innovative breakthroughs in 
gear, since drop-pick ice axes and Goretex, 
have occurred in rock climbing, namely high 
friction boots and expanding protection 
devices. Two companies have in our opinion 
made the main impact and indeed have 
become synonymous with these items of 
gear: Bo real with Fire friction rubber and Wild 
Country with Friends. 

Friends 
In 1972 Ray Jardine presented his first Friend 
to the world . In 1975 Mark Vallance climbed 
with Ray, and was later offered the opportun
ity to manufacture (in 1977). Production was 
set up in England, and in 1978 Wild Country 
was producing and marketing Friends on a 
world wide basis. 

Although Gear's archives show numerous 
patents and counter claims, it is our opinion 
that at this time no one product has reached 
the same level of expertise nor overall perfor
mance standard as Friends. 

Fires 
Boreal is a Spanish based company which 
was and still is primarily a walking boot man
ufacturer. In 1981 as a result of collaboration 
with the Gallego brothers, Boreal chief, Jesus 
Garcia and his colleagues decided to produce 
a lightweight rock-boot with a high friction 
sole, initially for the home market. Michel
Angel Gallego tested several types of rubber, 
and designs of boot during 1982, and the first 
model was launched that year in the USA. 
Fires became an overnight success, and 
revolutionised rock-boot manufacture, with 
existing companies having to rapidly produce 
their own high friction boot to stay in the 
market. Bo real now claim sales of over 65,000 
pairs per annum, 70% of which are sold in the 
States. 

Continuous research and development car
ried out by the likes of John Bachar, Jerry 
Moffatt and Wolfgang Gullich, have ensured 
that Fires have remained the industry's 
yardstick. 

In the future the award will be presented at 
the end of each year, the next at Munich in 
September 1986. 

Suggestions for suitable candidates are 
welcome, with supporting documentation 
where possible. 

Gear Warnings 
The new wave of "Bent-Gate" carabiners 
have been popular, especially in central 
Europe. Ease of use and wide gate area are 
the obvious positive features. One recent 
accident outlines a potential hazard, and that 
is where a leader fall could take the rope 
across the gate, so open it, releasing the rope. 

It is therefore necessary that an extension 
sling is utilised at all times with these types of 
carabiners, and the opening placed in such a 
way that this cannot occur. (See diagram 
from D.A.V.). 

From Kim Carrigan (who is in the process of 
moving from Australia to Austria to be Mam-
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Left: Winners of the coveted Gear Award 
presented by Mountain. Standing : Mark 
Vallance (le~) and Gear Editor Dave Durkan, 
seated: {l-r) Norbert Sandner, Jesus Garcia, 
Wolfgang Giillich and Jerry Moffatt. 
Below: The new Superlight Foot Fangs from 
Camp, which weigh in at 1190grm as 
opposed to 1440grm for the Standard model. 
Bottom: 'I flashed it in trainers! ' The Magic 
Extrem from Hanwag has integral heel tape/ 
buckle system. Far Left : Diagrams from DAV 
showing the dangers of bent gate krabs, and 
the way to avoid your rope coming unclipped. 

mut's new rope man for export and product 
development) the climbing press received a 
detailed test report on Kevlar ropes. 

Basically, and contrary to publicity, a knotted 
Kevlar 5.4mm is no stronger (but no weaker) 
than a standard 7mm static. Therefore it 
appears only to be an advantage (apart from 
status value) where holes in nuts will not 
allow for 7mm static. This drastic drop in 
percentage of strength over the high specifi 
cations of publicised data, at the knot was 
generally known in the trade . What was news 
for many, and is of great importance, is the 
fact that the Kevlar fibre disintegrates in certain 
situations and with certain uses. Basically, 
the Kevlar fibre is used for the core (Kern) of 
the rope, while a polyamide fibre is used for 
the mantle. Under test, where 100 test cycles 
saw the rope being pulled back and forward 
under tension and at speed through a figure 
of 8 device, the core virtually disintegrated. 
The mantle looked reasonable undamaged. 
This leaves you with mantle, but with no core 
strength . We therefore issue a warning : pre
sent ropes using Kevlar as a basic fibre in 
construction should not be used for fixed 
ropes, hauling through pulleys, rescue situa
tions, abseiling or jumaring . 

Anyone wishing for more information on 
this subject can obtain Carrigan's report from 
Mammut. 

Munich Spring Show 
Multi-coloured tights and Jock-straps for hot 
rock climbers were in focus again, the latter 
often being confused for new lightweight 
climbing harnesses, so watch what you tie 
into (onto). 

More cam-devices, this time the Turner 
from VauDe of Germany. An outsider. Also 
from them a new type of Slider, and in Ger
many they are distributing the "old " hand 
made EB's, w ith a new super friction rubber. 
Who said EB's were dead? Faces is the UK 
agent. VauDe also have avalanche probes for 
those who have written to Gear asking for 
such, and Friend removers. 

A News Release from Bob Glow, a spring 
loaded anchoring device called the Cam 
Claw, which claims, "easier removal, a better 
fit in shallow or flaring cracks and the cams 
will not invert". We will no doubt see them in 
the nearfuture. Previously mentioned Jokers 
have still not reached manufacturing stage. 

The Asolo AFS or Asoframe system in 
boots is starting to shape up and make waves. 
Although it is not the last word other produc
ers had better watch out, as the potential is 
there. 

On the hot rock scene, Hanwag have a new 
boot with a Brixia type heel strap system that 
when tightened decreases the size of the 
boot, pushes the foot forward and keeps the 
heel down. It's called Magic, and has a 
brother called Magic Extrem, which is a low 
cut shoe type affair. The latter could have 
been a little lighter to make it more interest
ing . 

San Marcos Flash Dance uses a rubber 
band to obtain the same, but the most activity 
was at the La Sportiva stand. 

Edelrid are marketing Clean-Pot or clean 
chalk - a gray mixture to reduce the tell tale 
marks up the rock face. This, unlike cocaine, 
cannot be sniffed, but the use of it shows that 
you have ideas of our responsibility to society. 
It is at least a step in the right direction 
between a straight and a chalk-junkie . 

Otherwise a very jaded show, with little to 
see (though Salewa had a couple of evil look
ing ice axes hidden under their table, but 
more on them in September). 
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BOOKS Illustrated Munro Guide from Butterfield 
Shawangunk Photographic Celebra,ti<>n 

The High Mountains of Britain 
and Ireland 
by Irvine Butterfield 

Diadem, £16.95 

This is a major work, being a 
guide to 603 tops of 3000' and 
over in the British hills. The glory 
of this book is in the marvellous 
collection of colour photographs, 
over 300 in all, and the detailed 
and informative text. 

Butterfield groups the 
mountains into chapters, each 
covering a number of ascents 
from a valley base. Useful facts 
on maps, transport services and 
accommodation are given, plus 
the route distances and times (the 
latter being general rather than 
specific, i.e. 4-6 hours). 

The valley base approach gives 
a few anomalies. For example, 
Cairn Gorm and Ben Macdui 
appear in different chapters, the 
former with Coylumbridge as 
base, the latter Braemar. The 
obvious route between the two, a 
four mile crossing of the highest 
plateau in Britain and in my view 
a fine walk, is mentioned, but 
dismissed as doing the walker "a 
disservice by denying him the 
benefit of a gradual attunement 
to his surroundings" because of 
the road into Coire Cas, and 
"unsatisfactory for Britain's 
second highest peak". However, 
whilst everyone will find 
something to disagree with, and 
this would be a dull book if it were 
not so, one of the joys of the 
writing is in the author's trenchant 
and highly subjective comments 
on the mountains described. Thus 
Beinn Mhanach above Loch Lyon 
"proves to be a tedious lump" and 
"it is difficult to be complimentary 
about Moruisg" - a little unfair, I 
think, to what I've found a quite 
pleasant little hill. Conversely, 
Braeriach is "the greatest high
level plateau in Britain", 
Lochnagar "never fails to give an 
enjoyable day", and the Cluanie 
Ridge is "one of the best traverses 
in Scotland". 

Of the 603 tops listed, the 
author considers 300 to be 
separate mountains. This list is 
bound to cause controversy, as 
all such lists do, for Butterfield 
rejects the Scottish 
Mountaineering Club's 1981 
edition of Munro's Tables in 
which the editors, Brown and 
Donaldson, dropped seven of 
Munro's separate mountains, 
relegating them to the lower 
status ohops, and added four 
new mountains to the list. Giving 
as his reasons established 
tradition and a lack of objective 
criteria in the changes made, 
Butterfield returns the seven 
relegated to full mountain status 
(though of course, unlike the 
SMC's, this is not an "official" list; 
if you want to be on the published 
list of those who have completed 
all the Munros then you must do 
the SMC's 277, not Butterfield's 
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281), and demotes the four back 
to tops, though all are covered in 
the book, unlike in the recent 
SMC's The Munros, which only 
covers the 277 listed in the 1981 
Tables. 

Butterfield also bemoans the 
SMC's total abandonment of 
imperial heights in Munro's 
Tables and reinstates these here, 
with the metric heights given 
second. As he rightly says, 914 
metres is a lacklustre description! 
Can you imagine saying to 
someone that you've climbed all 
the hills in Britain over 914 
metres? It sound nonsensical, but 
once you revert to 3000', the 
meaning returns. By the time he's 
finished with the SMC list, 
Butterfield has 281 mountains, 
287 tops, and what he describes 
as the "grace and favour" peak 
Beinn an Lochain, now deemed to 
be below 3000' but included, 
again for tradition's sake. Perhaps 
the only controversial inclusion is 
that of Beinn Dearg in Torridon, 
never included in the Tables as 
either a top or a mountain, as it is 
generally measured at less than 
3000'. Here Butterfield throws his 
criteria to the four winds by 
stating, "Whatever the height, an 
ascent of this peak is most 
worthwhile" . It's good to see a 
little personal prejudice amongst 
all the carefully argued statistical 
evidence! 

Having finished with Munro's 
Tables Butterfield turns his 
l'ntroductory comments to the 
3000' mountains in the British 
Isles outside of Scotland. 
Thankfully he does not refer to 
them as "Munros", an inaccurate 
and misleading designation that 
has increased in usage recently. 
To England he gives four 
mountains and three tops, a 
generally accepted figure . Wales, 
normally regarded as having 14 
3000' peaks, goes up one to 15 
with the inclusion of Garnedd 
Uchaf on the basis of its 926 metre 
height on the current OS map. Of 
these, using the criteria of either a 
difference of 250' of ascent on all 
sides or a distance from other 
tops of at least two miles, he gives 
full mountain status to eight, 
leaving six as tops. Finally, using 
Wall's list he includes seven 
mountains and six tops in Ireland, 
giving a grand total of 603, 
excluding Beinn an Lochain. 

Irvine Butterfield's devotion to 
the mountains (also expressed in 
his active role as Treasurer of the 
Scottish Wild Land Group) shines 
through this marvellous book, 
which must have taken immense 
efforts to put together, possibly 
more than ascending all the 
mountains did! Just finding and 
selecting all the photographs, the 
work of 47 photographers, which 
make up probably the finest and 
most comprehensive collection 
published on the 3000' mountai_ns 
of Britain, must have been a maJor 
task. 

For the lover of mountains this 
book is essential, be they an 
aspirant Munroist, devoted peak 
bagger, just an occasional hill 
walker, or even an armchair 
mountaineer. If you need some 
inspiration for your next sortie 
into the hills, just flick th rough the 
pages of "Butterfield" and I'll 
guarantee your problem will not 
be whether to, but rather where. 
Chris Townsend 

(Chris Townsend is the new editor 
of Footloose Magazine, and 
during the summer of 1985 
completed a non-stop walk along 
the crest of the Rockies from 
Canada to Mexico. 

Shawangunk Rock Climbs 
by Richard Dumais 
Chockstone Press $27.50 

Anyone who's ever visited "The 
Gunks", or dreamed of doing so, 
will have to add this book to their 
collection. As a climber, I grew up 
on these cliffs, a fact which may 
weaken my ability to view the 
work objectively . After all, these 
are the rocks that cradled me in 
my climbing infancy, held my 
hands on my first shaky steps, and 
gently (well, not always) pushed 
me to expect more from myself. 
Of course I love them, and 
enthusiastically greeted the 
arrival of a book which might 
serve to reveal their essence. 
Such high expectations might just 
as well have left me disappointed, 
but I'm happy to report that isn't 
the case. Despite my bias, I think 
it's more than fair to say that Dick 
Dumais and the Chockstone Press 
have artfully captured the flavour 
of this very special area and its 
climbs. 

If Shawangunk Rock Climbs has 
a weak point, it 's in the narrative, 
which provides only a sketchy 
account of the area's rich climbing 
history. Major developments, and 
the figures behind them, are all 
there, but as one prominent 
activist of the '70s put it : " I was 
disappointed to see my entire 
climbing career reduced to half a 
sentence." Apparently a choice 
was made between the major 
undertaking of a complete history 
and the brief outline of people and 
events provided. Having chosen 
the latter, Dumais simply presents 
the basics and leaves the market 
open for a more revealing, 
anecdotal account at some point 
in the future. 

The real beauty of this book is 
the collection of photographs that 
fills 90 of its 118 pages. From the 
stunning frontispiece of Vandals, 
with its sleeveless climber and 
down-clad belayer, to the closing 
winter study of the Mohonk 
Mountain House, the 
reproduction is clean, crisp and 
sharp. (I failed to recognise one 

photo as my own, because it 
looked better than I remembered 
it being.) While the scales are 
tipped towards the high end of 
the grades, with far more pictures 
of 5.11 s than 5.2s, the fact that th is 
is a great area for climbers at all 
levels is not overlooked, and the 
moderate classics are well
represented. 

After a quick scan, I found 
myself lingering to study the 
detail of each picture, dating them 
by shoes (lots of green 
Chouinards) or photo credits 
(Harvey Arnold left years ago) or 
gear - Thunder and Frightening, 
page five, now sports a piton in 
place of the small wires in the 
photo, and it's still a horrifying 
lead. A favourite of mine, perhaps 
for nostalgic reasons, is the 
Shockley's Ceiling shot on page 
48, which captures a beginner in a 
classic Shawangunk pose -
overburdened with gobs of 
inaccessible, tangled gear, feet 
way too high under the roof, 
plucking up courage to go for the 
next hold. If you've ever climbed 
in the Shawangunks, you've been 
there on some route, and know 
just how he's feeling . 

From a photographic 
standpoint, I have only minor 
quibbles with this book. Three 
full-page photos of Persistent 
seems a bit much, and I don't care 
for top-roping shots (Sticky Bun 
Power, Open Cockpit) . Otherwise, 
this is a visual feast of rock, sky, 
autumn colours and sweating 
flesh. It's worthy of repeated 
thumbing, and well worth the 
price. 

Rosie Andrews 

Expeditions 
Louis Le Pivain 

G.I.H,M. 
15 Rue Guy Lussac, 75005 Paris 
Fr200 plus Fr30 postage 

This is a very fine photographic 
book in large format, celebrating 
the expeditions of a successful 
group of French climbers in 
Africa, the Andes, Kashmir, the 
Pamirs of the USSR, Zanskar and 
Nepal. It is accompanied by few 
words, but the 100 or so colour 
plates are varied and interesting 
in their range of subject material, 
with some fine portraits and 
landscape subjects. Interestingly, 
the photographer-climbers are 
almost totally self-effacing - the 
book seems to see their 
experience through their eyes 
without them intruding . For a 
book of this type, in the age of 
bloated self-advertisement, that 
is praise indeed. They seem to 
deserve their success, repeated in 
1985 on Gasherbrum 2, and to 
wear it lightly. 

Paul Nunn 
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Smythe's Mountains: The Climbs 
of F. S. Smythe 
by Harry Calvert 

Gollancz (1985) 

The climbing career of Frank 
Smythe, meteoric in his own time, 
is less well-known to many 
younger mountaineers today, 
even in the English-speaking 
world . It is rather as if his success 
as a climber, writer and 
photographer has faded with him. 
Yet any reader of Harry Calvert's 
book must marvel at his activism, 
at the verve and energy which he 
dedicated to climbs in several 
continents. 

The secret of his success seems 
to have been a single-mindedness 
unusual even amongst 
mountaineers, but equally an 
ability to spread his appreciation 
in his books to a large audience 
who remained devotees 
thereafter. He appealed not to the 
debunking and austere in his 
readers, as did his contemporary 
Tilman, but to a romantic vision 
of mountaineering of an 
optimistic and sentimental kind. 
Ultimately Smythe sold a much 
simplified, heroic and 
sympathetic picture of himself to 
a large public, and as a result was 
resented by some of those who 
thought they knew the "real 
Smythe" better. The author 
claims that he writes for the same 
public of Smythe enthusiasts, 
fired by his straightforward ideals 
in their enjoyment of the hills 
great and small. One can read the 
book and emerge more informed, 
but one questions whether this 
book is as inspirational as 
Smythe's own. Once removed 
from its subject, the spell seems 
to be broken . Surely Smythe 
should not be done the injustice 
of being taken at his own 
valuation after 35 years. When 
will the "real" Smythe, be 
resurrected, if ever? One may 
doubt whether the self-doubting 
Smythe behind the myth would 
have sought out a more 
evaluative biography in his own 
time, but the mountaineering 
posterity perhaps deserves one 
now, even if there is a general 
market which does not care. 

To be fair, Harry Calvert 
probably chose a very difficult 
subject. Smythe's introspective 
and obsessive character, and the 
severity of his conflict with T. 
Graham Brown early in his career, 
probably gave him a jaundiced 
view of many climbers and the 
world in general. That sits very 
oddly with his public and much 
publicised persona. The 
reconciliation of the two is 
probably impossible without a 
much more critical treatment. The 
author remains too much 
influenced by Smythe's self 
projection to find that possible. 

Paul Nunn 

Squamish Rock Climbs 
by Jim Campbell 
Published Privately, $21 .60 

Jim Campbell's long awaited 
guidebook to Canada's West 
Coast rockclimbing centre was 
published in a watershed year in 
the development of the area, a 
convenient transitional period 
when new route activity seems to 
be shifting towards fewer but 
harder climbs. The guide 
represents a monumental effort 
to record a great amount of detail 
and in that it is the most 
comprehensive guide yet, 
covering almost 600 climbs up to 
16 pitches long. 

The book comprises line 
drawings of the cliffs, topographic 
route details, a few maps and a 
bare minimum of text. As a means 
of directing climbers to and up 
the routes it does a fair job, with 
the necessary information being 
generally in place with only a few 
sketchy areas. Nonetheless, after 
all the years of fastidious effort 
that Campbell has put in, it is 
rather disappointing that he 
produced a guide that is little 
more than a dry, overpriced list of 
drawings. The book is as 
interesting to read as the inside of 
a bag of dog biscuits, with a brief, 
rather tortured introduction that 
does little to inspire, and sadly 
not a single photograph. Neither 
does its enormous size and flimsy 
binding bode well for durability. 

The drawings, especially of the 
smaller and more popular cliffs, 
are good, certainly better than 
most other contemporary guides 
of the same ilk and Campbell 
deserves congratulations for the 
exhaustive list of credits he has 
compiled. It is a testament to his 
persistence. Not only the new 
routes since the 1980 guide, but 
many before then have been 
brought to light. However, it was 
an inspired Dave McDonald who 
made the historic free ascent of 
The Flake, not Dan Tate. A 
naughty blooper. 

So get with it. The routes at 
Squamish are great and this book 
will help you find them, which is 
what guides are all about. Buy it 
or borrow it, but use it! 

Kevin Mclane 

New West- New Climbs on Gable 
& Pillar and Interim Guide to 
Buckbarrow 
by Bill Young 

Edited by David Miller, F.R.C.C. 

This guide is designed to act as a 
stopgap measure until the 
publication of the new series 
" Pillar & Gable Guide" becomes 
available in 1988. The interim 
guide to Buckbarrow comprises 
over 60% of the Guide and 
provides much needed 
information about this group of 
crags. 

The booklet is essentially a 
mini-guide and presentation is 
simple, if unoriginal. Modern 
guides have changed much in 
recent years, but the F.R.C.C. 
seems to be entrenched in the 
past, despite its good work with 
the recent Scafe/I, Dow and 
Eskdale guide. A note in the 
introduction, mentioning the use 
of "E" grades and "tech" grades, 
suggests thatthe F.R.C.C. regards 
these inclusions as innovatory, 
and reflects their apparent 
inability to come to terms with the 
present. The guide's cover has a 
strange anonymous photo with a 
curious, bilious cast; surely 
someone in the F.R.C.C. can take 
better photos than this? 
Mercifully the cover photo 
receives no acknowledgement in 
the text. Artistically the highlight 
is another of Al Phizacklea's 
excellent line drawings - maybe a 
cover drawing would have been 
more appropriate. 

The F.R.C.C. deserve some 
credit for attempting to plug an 
information gap, and with around 
150 routes in all, the guide does 
represent value for money. The 
"tech" graded lists for Pillar and 
Gable are a must for the serious 
Lakeland punter, and the 
description of Incantations will 
whet the appetites of avid 
Lakeland Rock watchers. 

Edward Pyatt's book, Where to 
Climb in the British Isles (1960) 
attributed to Buckbarrow "a few 
scrappy climbs" . The area, a kind 
of Lakeland Polldubh, now sports 
many climbs of all grades, and 
will doubtless enjoy the 
popularity its new-found maturity 
has conferred. 

In short the guide is a useful 
addition to Lakeland 
bibliography, and five to ten years 
ago it would have reflected 
current trends: now it appears 
merely dated. I am curious, 
yellow? 
Dave Wilcock 

Winter Climbs in the Lake District 
by Bob Bennett and Bill Birkett 
Cicerone Press £5.25 

When the original winter guide 
came out in 1980, it gave the 
incentive for a few friends to 
attempt some new routes, and in 
a way was the catalyst for the 
recent developments of the hard 
buttress routes. This new guide 
reflects this change, both in 
developoment and attitude, and 
is a considerable imporovement 
over the old one. 

I like the use of colour for the 
cover pictures, but was 
disappointed with the content of 
the rear cover. The same black 
and white pictures have been 
included through the book as in 
the old guide - it's a pity that 
monochrome film is used so little 
nowadays. 

The guide has increased in size 

from 80 to 90 pages to incorporate 
an additional 50 or so routes, but 
due to the use of finer paper it is 
actually thinner than the old one. 
The stars and grades have been 
sorted out somewhat to give a 
more realistic picture of the 
routes. Overall, the guide is well 
laid out and presented (the areas 
are now in the same order as the 
end maps) and it has some sound 
advice in the introduction . I'm 
curious as to why they state that 
Lakeland winter climbing is 
unique in Britain - is it because we 
never get good conditions? 

One of the main reasons for 
writing up winter routes is an 
attempt to establish some sort of 
historical record of events, and 
sadly the first ascensionists of 
many ofthe classic gullies remain 
unknown. The exclusion of a 
historical section is the main 
omission from the gl,lide; even an 
inaccurate history might spur 
some response from the early 
pioneers before death and fading 
memories take these facts from 
us for good. 
Al Phizacklea 

The Alpine Journal 1985 
The American Alpine Journal 
1985 

The struggle to maintain 
comprehension of the whole 
range of mountaineering activity 
worldwide has always been 
impossible, and grows ever more 
so. The greatest obstacle has 
always been the separate cultures 
of different national or regional 
climbers and the tendency 
towards insularity amongst them, 
with its attendant vice of culpable 
ignorance of what goes on 
elsewhere. This has often had a 
clear purpose in its boosting of 
the importance of achievements 
of local significance at the 
expense of those of greater 
importance elsewhere. One 
manifestation remains the absurd 
stress upon first ascents by 
particular nationalities when 
peaks or climbs have already 
been climbed by others. 

In their different ways these two 
august journals do their 
damnedest to be comprehensive 
and authoritative. Coloured, 
bright, sparkling as a package, the 
AAJ has seemed to make the 
running for some years. Its 
messages are clear, direct and 
vigorous, filled with 
achievements, information of 
many kinds, practical discussion 
of altitude physiology and hand 
taping. It is a practical guide to 
much of what has happened in a 
given year, and an indispensable 
guide to expeditions in bigger 
mountains. This time it is 
brightened too by adventurous 
kayaking in the Karakoram and 
Kitty Brown's oil paintings, well 
reproduced. Adams Carter's 
Himalayan classification is 
essential, while Houston 
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discusses the real ethics of life 
and death in a reminder of the 
meaning of the term. The 
humanism is extended by the 
inclusion of a few obituaries to 
well-known non-members, a 
gesture towards the community 
of mountaineering which both 
these journals serve. 

The AJ is less flamboyant, 
maintaining its house style. 
Without the paper jacket, the 
hardback version could be read 
on the train without 
embarrassment. Inside it retains 
its historic diversity, but there is 
now evidence of thematic choice 
and editorial energy well 
employed. The Eastern 
Himalayas and Bhutan are 
subjected to a withering fire of 
informative articles. There are 
some goodish colour plates, 
though none from the apparently 
black and white country of origin. 
The range of articles is very wide 
and there are some gems -
Diemberger's account of the 
ascent of Broad Peak with Julie 
Tullis being one - and in an 
imaginative vein Anne Sauvy on 
mountaineering ambition. There 
is also a terrific amount of "feet 
on the ground" knowledge and 
information, including Sir 
Douglas Busk's continued wry 
insights as a lifelong "mole" and 
resident in Chamonix. Less 
scientific than the AAJ, and less 
flamboyant, the AJ may seem, 
but it is now equally essential to 
the English language reader, 
more varied in emphasis, more 
esoteric and from some points of 
view more interesting. All in all, if 
it was a competition it was a close 
run thing. 

Meanwhile one must ruminate 
(in English) as to whether both 
together really reflect the huge 
amount of West and East 
European activity, and that of the 
Asian countries. With the 
continuing explosion of activity in 
countries like Spain at home and 
abroad, and in South Korea, as 
well as Japan, the maintenance of 
even handed universal 
understanding and knowledge is 
likely to become an even more 
strenuous exercise. 

Paul Nunn 

The Canadian Alpine Journal/Le 
Journal Alpin Canadien Vol 68, 
1985 
The Alpine Club of Canada 
Can $12.50 
We may live in small worlds, but 
some are bigger than others. 
Every encounter with the 
Canadian Alpine Journal 
exemplifies the problem. The 
action is worldwide, but among 
familiar Himalayan or Andean 
environments one is led back to 
the immensity of Canada itself, 
still developing its huge variety of 
climbing resources, healthily but 
of necessity quite slowly. Thin 
population leads to fewer native 
climbers, aided and abetted by 
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Opposite Page: John Redhead leading the first ascent of Raped by Affection (E6, 6b) on Rainbow Slab above 
Llyn Peris, North W,ales. Photo : Dave Towse. Taken !ram the forthc_om;ng popular h_istory o r ck-climbing in 
North Wales, compiled by Trevor Jones and Geoff Milburn and published by Pie Publications at £16.95, due out 
at the end of April. 

visitors, plugging away in 
mountains and areas even where 
many peaks are not yet named. 

Yet the Journal is always 
sprinkled with the most familiar 
names. Albi Sole suffers a retinal 
haemorrhage pretending to be an 
American on the West Pillar of 
Makalu, and cannot try for the top 
- it's a long way from the 
Derbyshire caving scene. Bill 
March writes on Survival, Barrier 
Mountain Crag, and bids a 
relieved adieu to the toils of the 
Canadian Everest Expedition; Al 
Burgess on winter on Manaslu, 
without telling the tale; and sad 
commentaries on Pat Baird's 
passing (SC Gully in Glencoe, but 
above all Baffin Island again and 
again). Meanwhile Fred Beckey 
reports on Gothics East Peak and 
Pointer Peak East Buttress and 
there are articles and notes on the 
recent athletics at Squamish and 
elsewhere. A big scene, with not 
too many people, and many links 
between the Old World and the 
New. 

Much of the content requires 
careful mulling, for it is the 
product of people's far-flung 
regional specialisms and 
knowledge, a world of climbing 
requiring high mountaineering 
competence and frontier virtues 
of self-reliance and toughness 
become alien in more penetrated 
and plasticised popular alpine 
areas in Europe. Long may it be 
so, and long may bracing fresh air 
blow in from the prevailing North
Westerlies. 
Paul Nunn 

Everest Grand Circle 
A Climbing and Skiing Adventure 
through Nepal and Tibet 
by Ned Gillette and Jan Reynolds 
Cordee (UK) £17.95 
The Mountaineers (USA) $22.50 
After unexpectedly receiving 
permission to ski in Tibet, Gillette 
and Reynolds decided to try to 
make a circumnavigation of 
Everest on skis. The party began 
their trip with a winter ascent of 
Pumori led by the veteran Jim 
Bridwell, and went on to traverse 
to the Arun Valley. They found 
more difficulty than anticipated 
and were pushed hard in crossing 
the passes. 

Coming back to China in the 
Spring, they completed the other 
part of their circle in Tibet. As 
befits its progenitors, this was an 
imaginative and strenuous effort. 
Though of little significance in 
serious mountaineering terms, it 
is the better for being an 
adventure differently conceived 
from most, and well executed. Its 
ingenuity was formidable, not 
least in its defeat of bureaucracy 
and national barriers. 

At one level the writing has a 
certain interest too, as a story of a 
man and a women on a pretty 
unusual holiday. Their accounts 
are interwoven but never 

synthesised. More questionable 
is the attempted appropriation of 
Everest history to "warm up" and 
enliven parts of the text. Skiing 
about Everest is not the same as 
climbing on it, and no amount of 
attempted association will make 
that wash . Also the full Grand 
Circle could be said to await its 
first- a continuous round trip with 
true crossings from Nepal into 
China and back. There is nothing 
to stop it but a more complete 
defeat of the national boundaries 
than was here achieved. 
Paul Nunn 

Ladakh - Zanskar 
Edited by Charles Genoud 
English translation by Patricia 
Forel 
Second Edition 
Cordee £9.95 + 96p p & p 
This is a short guide for trekkers 
to the "hidden" areas of the 
border country between disputed 
Kashmir and China! Hidden as it 
is behind the chain of the Greater 
Himalaya, it is Central Asian in 
climate, environment and culture. 
Despite the opening of Tibet by 
the Chinese authorities in recent 
years, it has tended to become a 
focal point for visitors drawn by 
the uniqueness of its Buddhist 
culture; and despite a turbulent 
past this has survived in a form 
akin to that of neighbouring Tibet 
before the Cultural Revolution . 
The wealth of monasteries and 
stupas has generally survived 
without suffering recent attacks, 
though there have been others in 
the more distant past by Muslims 
and Dogras. The "cut-off" culture 
of Zanskar has also been an 
attraction in itself for its pure 
remoteness, with the inevitable 
appeal of such places to those 
pursuing the ideal of an unspoiled 
and natural humanity. Perhaps, 
as with Peru, Zanskar has 
assumed exaggerated 
importance in this respect, 
especially among French 
speakers. 

The Artou guide aims to draw 
its users into interest in the area, 
its people, and their language and 
artefacts. It describes Geography, 
Economy, Geology, Buddhist 
Culture, Tibetan Language, 
Monasteries in Ladakh and 
Zanskar, and much of the 
complicated history of the area. 
There is an uncompromising tone 
which makes little concession to 
"luxury" or unthinking tourism, 
culminating in a view of the 
requirements for a winter 
expedition to Zanskar. Then more 
modest summer treks are 
introduced, and there are brief 
notes on "mountaineering" of a 
more serious kind. Finally, the 
volume gives a large amount of 
information which should be of 
value to the visitor. In general the 
focus of the book upon the people 
and their past culture is better 

than that found in many books of 
this kind, though they still seem 
to figure as picturesque symbols 
rather than full human beings. 
Visitors are constantly reminded 
of the fragility of the lifestyle of 
the inhabitants and of its inability 
to respond beyond narrow 
limiations to the impact of 
visitors. In its language and 
pictures, the book maintains the 
romance and strangeness, beauty 
and impact of these ancient 
valleys. For all that, it is a 
packaging of relatively little 
instant knowledge, useful for a 
beginning but unable to explain a 
great deal. Then more enquiry 
and the bibliography ought to 
come into play. 

The language still strays 
towards franglais in the English 
translc;1tion, and in a second 
edition proofing errors ought to 
have been corrected. Books about 
language should be careful about 
its use, especially when they stray 
on the borders of the various 
Tibetan dialects, Dardic and Urdu 
tongues. The section on 
Mountaineering seems much out 
of date, from the address of the 
Indian Mountaineering 
Federation to the information 
about regulations for climbing 
and trekking and which areas are 
open, to what has happened in 
the last decade in the mountains 
of the area. In a guidebook this is 
a problem, when there is so much 
other apparently clear-cut factual 
information which may no longer 
be correct. As the guide is 
published bytheArtou Enterprise 
with a branch in Delhi, and it 
claims representation in Leh, 
accurate updating should not 
have been too difficult. 

Nevertheless, for those 
interested in this ancient 
crossroads, and especially in the 
Buddhist culture, the guide 
should prove useful. Its excellent 
small scale colour plates provide 
the key flavour. Whether or not 
the reality will provide such 
haunting solitude in the summer 
months may be doubtful , except 
well away from the Srinigar-Leh 
main road . No doubt a Zanskar 
winter is different. 
Paul Nunn 





LETTERS 

In Defence of Free Climbing 
from Mark Wilford 

It is increasingly coming to light 
that there is a major cleft in 
current US ethics and practices 
regarding "free climbing". In the 
United States many of the facets 
of climbing, or mountaineering 
as some would call it, are/were 
carried over into the more specific 
sport of free rockclimbing. 

Included among these facets or 
elements is the sense of 
adventure. This sense of 
adventure can take many forms in 
a number of varying degrees. 
Whether on a 20 pitch first ascent 
of an alpine spire or on the 500th 
ascent of a one pitch 5.9 
handcrack, one of the basic 
questions is "Can I do it?" 
Ensuring this question is the basic 
principle of starting the climb 
from the ground. Rappelling a 
climb to inspect or improve holds, 
and checking protection 
placements, or placing pro, 
answers many questions. Top 
roping a climb until the moves are 
put together answers even more. 
The question "Can I do it?" is 
erased. All that's left is "Can I clip 
the pro?" And what about the 
pro? 

Knowledge of, or preplaced 
protection crosses into another of 
the traditional climbing facets. 
The possibility of dire 
consequences, should we fail, has 
traditionally evoked great 
excitement in climbers. For many, 
the fine mental control needed to 
subdue fear enough to release our 
physical abilities has made 
climbing a multidimensional 
game for all to play. Knowing the 
moves are possible and that all 
the protection is safely in place 
eliminates almost every aspect of 
traditional climbing save the 
physical act. If, as some would 
claim, "climbing isn't a matter of 
bravery", but rather the "sole 
pursuit of physical difficulty", 
why bother putting any bolts in or 
carryinQ "extra gear" up a climb 
on lead? Surely we can get an 
extra grade or two out of 
ourselves by sticking to the top 
rope. 

The mountaineer's respect for 
the mountains and his fellow 
climbers has also carried over into 
American free climbing . Not long 
ago climbers acknowledged the 
destruction of our rocks by 
repeated piton use. A general 
statement to save the rock, not 
only for ourselves but for others 
to come, was made and heeded. 
There was respect for both the 
rock and other climbers. Adhering 
to differing ethics and bolting 
from a top rope only adds another 
irreparable scar to the rock, while 
at the same time denying present 
and future climbers a traditional 
ascent. 

The United States has had a 
reasonably long free climbing 
tradition, as has England. 
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Western European nations, on the 
other hand, have only relatively 
recently approached climbing in 
a "free" sense. The recent 
explosion of grades in Western 
Europe is possible because free 
climbing there has little tradition 
and few principles. This is a little 
strange considering that only a 
border crossing away to the east 
are climbers with a centurial 
tradition that puts even the most 
basic American philosophies to 
shame. Stranger yet, they climb 
5.13 while worrying about such 
petty, mindclogging speculation 
as the security of knot placements 
and rope stretch vs. distance to 
ground - trivia . 

I am not trying to insult the 
Europeans' free climbing by any 
means. Their hard climbs are 
awesome feats indeed. I am only 
pointing out that European free 
climbing is comfortable in 
Europe, where it can be supported 
by the traditions that have built 
a_nd are still building it. I only 
wonder how America will come 
out of the inevitable meld of 
international ethics. 

Sincerely, 
Mark Wilford 
Colorado 

Time and Tide . .. 
from Steve Venables and Tony 
Saunders 

Dear Sir, 
Owing to a misunderstanding 
over deadlines, the article 
Siachen Sojourn in Mountain 107 
was incomplete and 
unintentionally biased. It was 
supposed to include a section by 
Dave Wilkinson describing the 
most important achievement of 
the expedition - the first ascent of 
Rima Ill. Just to put the record 
straight, we would like to point 
out that in a six day round trip 
from Advance Base on the North 
Terong Glacier, Dave Wilkinson 
and Jim Fotheringham crossed a 
6200m pass (Ibex Col), descended 
to the remote South Rimo Glacier, 
continued to the head of that 
glacier and without any prior 
reconnaissance climbed a serious 
route (Alpine TD) to the summit of 
Rimo Ill. In the face of worsening 
weather they then descended 
their ascent route with minimal 
abseil gear, returned down the 
South Rimo Glacier and made a 
final arduous crossing back over 
the Ibex Col. This bold ascent of a 
major 7000m peak in a very 
remote situation was in the best 
tradition of Alpine-style 
exploratory mountaineering. 

Tony Saunders, London 
Stephen Venables, Bath 

· Wilford Replies 

Sex and Sensibility 
from Sue Cohen 
Dear Sir, 
I am writing to complain about 
the entry in the last issue of 
Mountain (106) concerning the 
ascent of Gasherbrum VI by Miri 
Ercolani last summer. I thought it 
was ungenerous if not 
impertinent to imply that because 
of her age and sex and the 
objective dangers of the route, 
she could not have climbed the 
mountain and was therefore 
lying. The "incredulity" of the 
climbers in the vicinity and the 
Pakistanis is not sufficient 
evidence to assess her 
achievement. 

If there was doubt, then the 
matter could have been raised 
with her, and more details and 
clarification sought. Innuendo 
and disbelief are not proper 
substitutes for honest 
investigation. She deserves either 
recognition for an exceptional 
achievement, or properly spelt
out reservations 
Yours, 
Sue Cohen 
Edinburgh 

Tucson Climbing Threat 
from Patrick Dennis 

Recently, it was my pleasure to 
spend a couple of weeks climbing 
in Tucson, Arizona. The weather 
was superb, old friends very 
accommodating and the rock 
varied and plentiful. All in all, I 
heartily recommend Tucson as a 
winter rock climbing area and 
general get-away-from-it-all spot, 
especially suited to those of us 
living in madcap Southern 
California. 

However, Tucson has a 
problem; its most popular as well 
as proximal bouldering area, 
Campbell cliff, is in imminent 
danger of permanent closure to 
all climbing activity. This spot has 
been in use since the early '50s 
and continues to spawn new 
routes as well as new climbers. 
Additionally, it is an excellent 
place to come into contact with 
some of Tucson's best climbers 
engaged in between weekend 
workouts, a definite plus to the 
visiting climber seeking 
information on current hot new 
routes. But Campbell is on private 
property and the owner has . 
turned a deaf ear to the pleas of 
the climbing population to leave 
the area open to climbers in the 
future. As this writer understands 
it, the owner intends to sell the 
land to developers with a 
stipulation that the right of access 
by climbers be discontinued, 
permanently. Apparently the 
owner feels that the presence of 
hairy climbing types detracts 
from the value of the land. 

Tucson climbers have not been 
idle through all this, in fact, they 

have been battling for the right of 
access to this area for quite some 
time, a Campbell Cliff Association 
currently does exist. But they 
need outside help! Now! This 
letter is a cry for help to all 
climbers, everywhere, to help 
your brothers and sisters in a time 
of need. What they need is more 
pressure to be put on the Pima 
County Board of Supervisors to 
take action that will retain access 
rights to Campbell cliff. This 
pressure should be in the form of 
letters, as many as possible, 
requesting that Tucson's oldest 
established bouldering area be 
kept open for the enjoyment of 
future generations of climbers. I 
might also add that the area 
contains a nature trail with 
beautiful desert scenery that is of 
interest to those of a less 
strenuous bent, this too would 
disappear should the land be sold 
for development. The address to 
write is: Pima County Board of 
Supervisors, 131 West Congress 
St, Tucson, Arizona, 85701. 

Tucson's climbing population 
is relatively small, that is why I, an 
outsider, chose to make this 
request to climbers from other 
areas to lend their calloused 
hands in the battle to save another 
climbing area in danger of 
extinction. I was assured by Frank 
Abell, head of the Campbell Cliff 
Association (and a damn fine 
boulderer) that interest expressed 
by people outside of the Tucson 
area would most definitely have 
an effect on the future of this 
issue. Whether you have been to 
Tucson or not is not of major 
concern here, someday you may 
find yourself in the neighbourhood 
or someday your local bou Ide ring 
field may be in peril and you 
might remember how Tucson 
saved its weekday climbing spot 
with the help of the world's 
climbing community. One of the 
joys of climbing is the sense of. 
camaraderie that oversteps al I the 
barriers imposed on us in this 
ever maddening, ever more 
"civilized" world of ours. Help 
your comrades in need and help 
keep this spirit alive. And help me 
get one more chance to try that B1 
lunge they call "Right hand 
clapping". 

For further information, 
contact: Frank Abell, 5617 East 
24th Street, Tucson, Arizona, 
85365. 
Patrick Dennis 
San Diego, California 

Mountain Peak Names in Nepal 
from Joe Friend 
Dear Sir, 
I refer you to the Mountain 105 
article on The Himalaya Part Two 
in which you refer in name to the 
peak Fang in the Annapurna 
massif. Yet in Mountain 94a list of 
"renamed Nepal peaks" 
appeared which one would 
naturally believe to be followed, 
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or planned to have been. 
Could you please indicate the 

policy of Mountain in respect of 
adopting the new national names 
for locally-known peaks? 

Also, I would appreciate 
hearing by publication an answer 
to the following: 
WANTED 
Persons with a knowledge of the 
history and photographs of the 
eastern slopes of Dhaulagiri, or 
the western slopes of the 
Annapurna massif, especially 
those knowing the origin of the 
word Dhaulagiri, and photos 
depicting the central Kali Gandaki 
gorge's vegetation in the decade 
1950-60 or earlier. Have photos, 
will pay; write to: Joe Friend, 
Wilderness International, 130 
Davey Street, Hobart, 7000, 
Australia. 
Keep it UP! 

Joe A Friend 
Hobart 

Mountain will continue to reflect 
consensus trends with regard to 
the adoption of new peak names. 
-Ed. 

M 
0 
U Now Available 

This is a full 
index for 

Himalayan Mountain Naming 
Guidelines 
from Harish Kapadia 
I have just received Mountain 106 
and note the item on p.11, 
Siachen Nomenclature, about the 
names given by our Inda-British 
expedition in the area. You 
mention that: "Of course naming 
can have many implications, 
especially in an area of dispute 
where military action continues" . 
As you have not printed the 
meanings of names given by us 
this may imply that names were 
given to strengthen the Indian 
viewpoint. It is na"i"ve to suggest 
that, as I am sure the Indian 
government has far better means 
to defend an area with than 
names! 

If you will study carefully it may 
be noticed that the names given 
by us are very appropriate and 
without any political bias. In fact 
the names are in Balti or Urdu, 
from the west, rather than in 
Ladakhi or Indian. They are based 
on local legends and with 
meaning. In this area there were 
no local names ever, and it is Dr. 
Longstaff in 1909 who gave many 

N Mountain Nos. 
89-100 inclusive 

Price: £0.75 ($1.25) 

T Send cheques to: 
Mountain Magazine 
Limited, 
PO Box 184, 
Sheffield S11 9DL. A 

INDEX 
N 1983184 

appropriate names. In 1912 
Bullock Workman suggested 
names like "King George" or 
"Queen Mary" peak. Mercifully 
these were rejected by later 
British surveyors. To refer to 
various peaks by heights or as 
near so-and-so is confusing and 
hence we continued this policy of 
nomenclature by the early 
explorers. 

The policy of survey in India is 
clear (as mentioned in Himalayan 
Journal, Vol. XXXI, p334). They 
will consider new names with the 
following considerations: 

1. Lack of local names in the 
vicinity. (Unnamed.) 

2. Suitability of names. 
(Meanings in local language, 
based on local legend or 
appropriate to the surroundings.) 

3. When applicable the degree 
of currency among climbers and 
explorers that names have 
already obtained. (Usage.) 

4. Personal names will not be 
accepted . 
(Comments in brackets are mine.) 

Survey has accepted many 
names in recent times, 
particularly in Garhwal and 

Himachel Pradesh. Himalayan 
Journal also accepts names, as a 
policy, which fall within the above 
conditions. As the Survey of India 
takes a long time to incorporate a 
name, the currency among 
journals and magazines is an 
important consideration. 

As the exploration of new areas 
continues or new peaks are 
climbed, the nomenclature 
should also progress. After all, no 
neutrality is achieved by labelling 
peaks as "Nameless Towers" , 
"local Matterhorns", or even 
simply by numbers (K36). 

I hope we will have views from 
your readers as well. 
Yours sincerely, 
Harish Kapadia 
Bombay 

Chouinard® 

Bachar 
Ladder 

kit 
Whether your standard is 
5.2 or 5.10, our adjustable 
wooden-rung Bachar Ladder 
will help you develop the 
strength you need for today's 
steep routes. Designed for 
assembly with your retired 
lead rope, the ten-rung kit is 
available at your Chouinard 
dealer, or from us at 
POBox90 
Ventura, CA 93001. 
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CHALLENGE THE ELEMENTS WITH THE NORTH FACE. 

The Satellite is the latest in a long line of specialist 
lightweight tents created with individual care by Robert 
Saunders. It packs high stability, easy access and 
extensive storage space into a single bag measuring 
17"x 5" and weighing only 3½lb. 

The Satellite is designed as a generously-sized 
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one man tent, but it will sleep 2. 
Its lightness, its ability to withstand extreme 

conditions and its extraordinary cooking/storage space 
make this an ideal tent for the sportsman or winter back 
packer who needs more space, yet cannot afford to 
carry unnecessary weight. 

Send for free Satellite leaflet. If you also 
wish to receive a copy of our colour brochure, 
please enclose 50p to help cover cost and 
posta.ge. 

Send to: Robert Saunders (Chigwe/1) 
Ltd., Five Oaks Lane, Chigwe/1, Essex, 
IG7 4QP England. 

TENTMAKERS 

The Saunders quality is ensured by using fabrics supplied by CARRINGTON PERFORMANCE FABRICS 



t into the Groove 
with Clog 

More revelations next issue 
Clog specialist equipment is distributed and serviced in over 30 countries. 

ab 
Write for dealer list and catalogue: 

c10gwyn Climbing and 5afetY Equipment, Deiniolen, CWynedd, U.K. 
Telephone: <0286> 870551. Telex: 617135. 
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SUPPLIERS 
· OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 

A.C.T. : Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd. , 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S) 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Rick White 's Mountain Designs 
Shop 6, Caga Centre 
38 Akuna Street 2601 
Tel. (062) 477153 (M) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W.: Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02 .929.0432 

N.S.W. : Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02 .264.3146/02.267 .3639 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21, Queen 's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel.(07)2296609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
99 Mary Street, 
Brisbane 4000, 
Tel.(07)2216756 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd ., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty . Ltd. , 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.212.7857 

Victoria: Camberwell Junction 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 82.7229 

Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
115 Canterbury Rd ., 3135. 
Tel. (03) 729.7844 

Victoria : Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd ., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 
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Victoria : Melbourne 
Rick White 's Mounta in Designs, 
377 Little Bourke St. , 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67.3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67 .7966 

Victoria : Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

Western Australia: Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33A Adelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd ., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67 .148 

Christchurch 
Oscar A. Coberger, 
15 Cranmer Square. 
Tel. 795 174 

Dunedin 
The Wilderness Shop, 
101 Stuart Street. 
Tel. 773.679 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Well ington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd ., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue . S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Suppl ies 
109 Thomas St. 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
675 Yonge Street , 
M4Y 2BZ. 
Tel. 416.964.7909 

Ontario : Waterloo 
Adventure Guide, 
258 King St. N, 
N2J 2Y9 
Tel. 519.886.3121 

GERMANY 
Bochum 1 
Tourenzentru m Berghuser 
Alleestr. 89, 4630 
Tel. 0234.64729 (C) (M ) (S) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Hong Kong Mountaineering 

Training Centre, 
1 /F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, 
Kowloon . 
Tel. 3-848190 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd ., 

102, 1/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd ., 
Wan Chai . 
Tel. 5-733313 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street, (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061 .928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop 
92-98 Corporation Street, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.7799 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd ., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

-----·· - ·- ·- ·--- ---
Blackpoo, · 
The Alpine Cer·:.:-.,. 
193 Church Su •: c1 
Tel. 0253.2430 

Bolton 
Alpine Sport~ 
117 Bradshaw gdte (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd ., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq 'ment ) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277.233122 - Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd ., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
Pindisports 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd. 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Canterbury 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
3 Palace Street. 
Tel. 0227.470023 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action , 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road . 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Cardiff 
Y.H.A. Shop, 
131 Woodville Road . 
Tel. 0222.399178 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

.. 



Coventry 
Mountain Spor ., Ir,ovE. 11 try) 
Tudo r Hou -P , r 
1 -I Sl)on St. '3 

r I' 3RA 'i., 
fel. 0203.219 

,;,-oydon 
P1ndisports 
Whitgift Centre, 
CR0 1U4. 
Tel. 01 688 2667 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Climb Ltd., 
1A Albyn Place, 
EH3. 
Tel. 031.225.8369 

Elgin 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, PH33 6EJ. 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041.221.4531 /2 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauciehall Street (M) 
Tel. 041.332.4814 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain 
Howard Town Mill 
Victoria St. 
Tel. 045.74.4424 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
13 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road . Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
40 Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, 
Guiseley LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943.75846 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051.709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W86BD 
Tel. 01 .938.1911 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
456-8 The Strand 
WC2 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1 M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

London 
Y.H.A. Shop 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01.836.8541 /7 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) 
Tel. 061.834.7119 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.323561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL 1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd ., 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Tolworth, Surrey 
Alpine Sports, 
Tolworth Roundabout. 
Tel. 01.330.6669 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel . 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel . 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roa Id Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel . (2) 110363.447381 

Tromso 
Tindloftet A/S 
Storgt. 58 
Tel. 083.85103 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 

and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road , 99503. 
Tel. 907.272.1811 (C) (M) (S) 

Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd., 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W . Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California : Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.048.1371 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Sp'o rts Country Ltd., 
3659 Riverside Plaza , 95026. 
Tel. 714.825.2976 (C) (M) (S) 

53 



----
California: San Bernardino New York: New Paltz Colorado: Denver Washin1,1foi1 : 3 eattle 
Sports Country Ltd., Holubar Mountaineering, Rock and Snow, North Face, , 
222 North G Street, Suite B 2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 44 Main Street, 12561. 4560 Univers1t' Way N.E., 
92401. ' Tel. 303.758.6366 Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) 98105 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 206.633.4431 New York: New York 

California: San Diego 
Colorado: Fort Collins Camp and Trail Outfitters, 
Holubar Mountaineering, 21 Park Place, 10007. Washington: Seattle 

Adventure 16 Inc., 3500 S. College Ave., 80525. Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) The North Face, 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, Tel. 303.226.3683 1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
Oregon: Independence Tel. 206.622.4111 
Independence Mountaineering, 

California: San Diego The Mountain Shop, 215 South Main, 97351 . 
Washington: Tacoma 

Pack Factory, 126 W. Laurel, 80521. Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) Base Camp Supply, 

Tel. 714.755.7662 
Utah: Salt Lake City 3730 South Pine, 98409. 

California: San Francisco 
Colorado: Lafayette Holubar Mountaineering Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. 

The North Face, 802 South Public, 80026. Tel. 801.272.9403 (C) (S) (M) Wisconsin: Kenosha 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. Tel. 303.665.9220 (C) (M) (S) Utah: Salt Lake City Life Sport, 
'rel. 415.665.6044 

Timberline Sports Inc., 4917 Seventh Ave., 53140 
California: Santa Ana Colorado: Lakewood 3155 So. Highland Drive, 84106 Tel. 414.654.3351 (C) (M) (S) 
Holubar Mountaineering Holubar Mountaineering, Tel. 801 .466.2101 (C) (M) (S) 
3650 S. Bristol St., 92704. 11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. Wisconsin: Madison 
Tel. 714.549.8541 Tel. 303.238.7511 Virginia: Bristol Erewhon Mountain Supply, 

California: Sonora Connecticut: West Hartford Mountain Sports Ltd., State and Gorham, 53703. 

Sonora Mountaineering, Clapp and Treat, 1010 Commonwealth Ave., Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S) 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 24201 

173 South Washington, 95370. Tel. 703.466.8988 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) Wyoming: Cody 

Colorado: Boulder Massachusetts: Boston Washington: Bellevue Sunlight Sports, 

Eastern Mountain Sports, Marmot Mountain Works, 1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 1041 Commonwealth Ave. 

Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 206.453.1515 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) Wyoming: Jackson 

Colorado: Boulder Massachusetts: Salem Washington: Leavenworth Teton Mountaineering, 

Holubar Mountaineering, Life Sports Der Sportsman Main Square, 

629-K S. Broadway, 80303. East India Mall, 01970 837 Front St. (P.O. Box 1533), 83001 . 

Tel. 303.499.1731 Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 509.548.5623 Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Montana: Bozeman Washington: Seattle Wyoming: Lander 
Northern Lights Trading Co., 

Holubar Mountaineering, 1627 W. Main, 59715 Recreational Equipment Inc., Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. Tel. 406.586.2225 (C) (M) (S) 1525· 11th Avenue, 98122. 220 Main Street, 82520. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Denver 
N.H.: North Conway 

Washington: Seattle Wyoming: Laramie International Mountain 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., Equipment, Sw.allow's Nest, Rocky Mountaineering, 
J 136 Speer Blvd., 8020 4. Main Street, 03860 3320 Meridian Ave., N., 98103. 211 Second Street, 82070 
Tel. 303.433.3372 Tel. 603.356.5287 Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 
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Fora 

successful climb 

The rope. EDELWEISS 
stands for superior rope technology. 
And the new sports climbing ropes are 
further proof : 
supple · extensible under impact · 
lightweight · resistant to abrasion. 

EDELWEISS - the rope. 

The harness. Sports har
nesses demand careful design . 
EDELWEISS have decades of experience 
in the field, as the details show : 
functional · light to wear · comfortable 
fashion colours. 

EDELWEISS - the harness. 

UK - Sanctuary Mountain Sports Ltd . 
A - EDELWEISS by Teufel berger 

Best Quality 
Best Price 

for 
MOUNTAIN 
SOFTWARE 

m!:!~r~5!~ 
,., 067, JAEGI-DONG, OONGDAEMOON-KU, 

· • SEOUL, KOREA ... 
TEL. <02)964-8827, 3249 

MIKE CHENEY IN KATHMANDU 
announces the establishment of his new 

trekking & expedition agency 
TREKS & EXPEDITION SERVICES PVT LTD 

Post Box 3057, Kamal Pokhari 
Kathmandu, Nepal 

Cable Address: CHENEY, Box 3057 Phone: 4-12231 
in partnership with Mrs. Renchin vonjan !formerly 
of International Trekkers> and Mr. Madan Gu rung 

!formerly of Sherpa cooperative> together with the 
former field staff of Sherpa cooperative Trekking. 
"FREEDOM OF THE HILLS IS THE NAME OF THE GAME" 

'As the dew is dried up by the 
morning sun 

so are the sins of mankind 
by the sight of the Himalaya· 

Ki ~Ye!~~!!?!' 
Professional expedition support for Mt. McKinley and all of Alaska . Obtain your 
Free K2 Alaska Guide and inquire about reduced flight rates by writing : Jim 
Okonek, K2 Aviation , P.O. Box 290, Talkeetna, Alaska 99676, U.S.A. 

WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE 
Fantastic Bargains on Top Quality Gear 

Taslan Gore-tex Mountain Jacket fully taped with 2 year Gore-lex guarantee, all sizes. 
Navy Red Royal Over 30% Off MRP. Thermal Underwear 100% Polypropylene, zipped polos, 
long sleeve vests, tee shirts, long johns. XS/S,MIL 35% Off MRP. Gore-tex Thermal Mitts small 
only Must Clear Over 50% Off MRP. Write enclosing SAE. for full details, ex stock delivery G.D. 
Specialist Supplies, Beresford House, Beresford Road, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 
4EU . Access, Barclaycard welcome. 

_J 



... 

Please send me details of the Ultimate range, 
together with the location of your nearest 
stockist. 

Name ........................................................ . 

Address .................................................... . 

·································································· 
To: Uhimate Equipment Ltd 
wa/nut Street, Halifax 
West Yorkshire HX1 4DL 

M(1)3/86 



UltraFleece and Freestyle 
clothing, classic duvets and 
sleeping bags from the world's top 
specialist. 24 years experience. 
14 Everest expeditions. Available 
at your specialist shop. 

YOU'RE GE11'1NG WARMER. 

rPL= S=-ME-=R = 2=E =NG~ I SUMMER '86 CATALOGUE. 40p ENCLOSED. I 
NAME 

I ADDRESS I 
I POSTCODE I 
I M 108 I 

Send for our new Spring/Summer '86 
24 page full colour catalogue. Just send 
40p with the coupon to help cover post 
and packing. 

Post to: Mountain Equipment Ltd., 
Leech Street, Stalybridge, SK15 tSD. 

Or telephone anytime: 061-338-8793. 
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