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One plus one equals 
threel 

The special Polarffeece 
is an excellent insulation helping to 
minimize wind chill and wick moisture 
awa-y from the body. Being lightweight 
soft and supple, Polarfleece allows for 
excellent freedom of movement another 
critical consideration for the active sports 
enthusiast. 

Zip any of the three Berghaus Polarfleece 
I.A. models into an I.A. shell for extra 
winter warmth or wear it as an attractive 
garment in its own right - the choice is 
yours! 

I.A., the multi-purpose clothing concept 
which can be adapted for use during all 
four seasons is part of the extensive range 
of Berghaus performance clothing. 

For further information and full colour 
catalogue on Berghaus products please 
write to:-

Berghaus Ltd., 34 Dean Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE 1 1 PG. Tel: 091 232 3561. 
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A V E 

JET-PACKER SLEEPS 112 
The definitive lightweight backpacking tent, the Jet

Packer is the ideal wilderness companion. It weighs an 
unbelievable Jib with standard nesting pole. 

Elegant design and the latest hi-tech materials have 
combined to produce a tent which is stronger, lighter 
and packs smaller than ever before. 

L L I N G 

JET-PACKER PLUS SLEEPS 2 
This larger version of the same design weighs only Jib 

10oz - remarkably light for a 2-person tent. 
Both tents can be supplied with Saunders versatile 

pole-system which gives the choice of either a single 
upright pole for extreme weight saving, or an 'A '-pole for 
convenience and ease of access. 

L I G 

Full details in our colour brochure. 
To receive a copy please send 50p to 

help cover cost and postage to: 
Robert Saunders (Chigwe/1) Ltd., 
Five Oaks Lane, Chigwe/1, Essex, 
/Gl 4QP. Telephone 01-5()().Z44Z 
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TENTMAKERS 

Photo: {;_ Hewitt. The Saunders quality is ensured by using fabrics suppl ied by CARRINGTON PERFORMANCE FABRICS 

"PENTANUTS" 
NEW MULTI-DIMENSION NUTS FROM CAMP 

MANUFACTURES: 
CAMP S.p.A. - VIA ROMA, 23 - 22050 PREMANA (CO) ITALY 

USA: LIBERTY ORGANIZ. WC. / MONTROSE CALIF. 
UK : ALLCORD LTD / NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 

INGENIOUS YET SIMPLE DE
SIGN WHEREBY THE NUT CAN 
BE ROTATED UP TO 180 (DE
GREE). THUS EACH NUT FITS 
VARIOUS SIZES OF CRACK. PEN
TANUTS ARE AVAILABLE IN 
FOUR SIZES, EACH COLOUR CO
DED, 



The Fully Adjustable vauDe Tergonomic-SH-System 
vauDe has created a range of rucksacks with full 
adjustment in all of the important areas. Both the 
level of the shoulder harness and the level of hip 
belt are adjustable. This is a unique feature which 
means that both length and load height can be set 
for the individual user, and the shoulder harness 
height and width are adjustable simultaneously. The 
beauty of the system is that adjustment is carried 
out simply by the turn of a coin in a slot in the 
relevant places. 

Here is a break-down of how adjustability is com
bined with other vauDe innovations. 

* Full adjustment of hip-belt heigth. 
* Adjustment of breadth and height of shoulder 

harness 
* Hip-belt padded with 3 different densities of 

foam specially designed for stability in twisting. 
* Internal frame of flexible alloy, preformed to the 

shape of the spine. 
* A removable lid with two zipper pockets which 

doubles as a day-sack. 
* Construction from heavy-duty triplecoated 12 oz. 

Cordura rucksack fabric.· 
* All vauDe Tergonomic-SH-Rucksacks and have a 

5 year guarantee against all defects in material or 
manufacture. 

For a free copy of our full 
colour catalogue '86 and all 
enquieries write to: 
vauDe U.K. Ltd. 
18 Arlington Rd. 
Petersham, Richmond 
Surrey 
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vauDe Tergonomic-S-System 
This intermediate sized Sacks will fit excellent for 
alpine use as well as for hiking and backpacking. 
The new designed vauDe Tergonomic-S-System 
brings unknown ease and comfort to the way how 
Rucksacks can be adjusted. Not only the torso
length can be fitted infinitly and instantly by the 
turn of a coin-slot screw, the same action will addi
tionally adjust the shoulder-width of the 
Tergonomic-S-Sack. 
All vauDe Tergonomic-S-Rucksacks have a 5 year 
guarantee against all defects in material or manu
fa~ure. 

pockets, accessory straps, ice axe loops. I 
Fabric: 12 oz. Cordura, Capacity: 70 I, Free vauDe cata ogue 
Colours: blue/grey, green /grey f 99,951 1 Contact (blue, blueberry) 

\ 2 Profile (blue, red) 

3 Relax (blue, green) 

\ 4 Trail (blue, green) 

5 Formula (blue, blueberry) 

* Cheque or postal order, made payable to 
vauDe U.K. Ltd. 
enclosed over £ ____ _ 

* For cash on delivery (COD) service, 
please add£ 1,20 handling free 

* For ACCESS / VISA credit card orders 
please print your Card No. 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
\ and expiry date: ________ _ 

\
All goods supplied are available on 14 
days approval. 
A full refund of purchase price will 
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50 I, C01~ I g1ey Petersham, Richmond 
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'TOP GEAR FOR 
TOP CLIMBERS' 

THE ALPINIST 
·These leg loops which fit on 
any Troll waist belt should 
prove excellent for the 
mountaineer or rock climber 
who wants comfort.able 
adjust.able leg loops. The newly 
designed buckle is in the best 
possible place and is small 
enough to avoid any 
inconvenience ... · 

KEITH SHARPLES 

THE SUPERBELT 
The new padded superbelt 

with wide leg loops is really 
good, rve fallen in it quite a lot 
and found it very comfort.able ... 

MARK LEACH 

w valle':I_ 
Roc\<.s. che d 51<.\ns 

. cz 58 \J',J\rnber~~ ·,roll secon 1-1oward 
hernY [;. · Loops a \Y ,onY 

th on '8laSPR c1<.star Le9 PhotograP . 
John srn1 belt with 0 

,roll supe~ 83nctol\ers. the harness on and even stay 
Tights an belayed whilst going to the toilet 

is great especially for women ... 

THE ROCKSTAR 
··The new Rockst.ar Rack 
System is perfect for the crags, 
and the leg loops are extremely 
comfort.able. The best harness I 
have used ... 

GARY GIBSON 

· Attractive and very good for 
comfort, safety and freedom of 
movement. Being able to leave 

BONNY MASSON 

.. Comfortable with total 
freedom of movement and no 
chaffing, even in shorts. In 
hanging stances, even when 
twisting sideways, the load is 
still distributed onto both 
thighs. The new rack 
arrangement is the best I have 
ever used ... 

ANDY PERKINS 

"tsD2®00 Safety Equipment Ltd. 
Uppermill, Oldham, OL3 6AA Tel: Saddleworth 2120 and 6189 

To Troll Safety Equipment Ltd. Please send me your FREE colour 
catalogue with full details of new equipment for I 986 

I I I Name I 
I~~ . I 

M. 109 L; _______________ ;;.j 
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TelephoM: General Enquiries 
061-273 5835 

kls111ance and International Recip(oca/ R;gti,s 
061-213 5163 

MLTB, Courses and Travel S.,vices 
061-273 5839 

BODY MACHINE 
The ROCK CLIMBING VIDEO featuring RON FAWCETT 

Climbing in the English Peak District. 

NOW AVAILABLE IN THE Q.SA 

U.S.A./NTSC TV system .......................... $39.95 
U.K./PAL TV system ................................. £25.00 

Add P&P; USA $2; UK £1; Other Countries $6/£3. 

VHS or BETA (40 minutes), available from: 
(NTSC System) (PAL System) 
Specialized Equipment Inc. RF Video 
P.O. Box 239, Conway P.O. Box 17, Alderley Edge 
N.H. 03818, U.S.A. Cheshire SK9 ?XN, England 
"Body Machine is guaranteed to create a sense 
of vertigo in the deepest armchair" - The Times 

GREECE ON FOOT 
Mountain Treks - Island Trails In the shofis now, or direct 

Marc Dubin (inc. 7 p p&p) from 
50 trips from two hour jaunts to two-week CORD EE 3a De Montfort 

expeditions. All you need to enjoy an Street, Leicester LEI 7HD. 
unforgettable holiday. See the real 
Greece - on foot! 240 pages £6.95. (send s.a.e. for our unique stock list) 

MOUNTAIN TRAVEL'S Climbing Expeditions for 1987: 
Antarctica (Vinson). Peru (Huascaran), Bolivia (lllimani), Argentina 

(Aconcagua), Chile (Ojos del Salado), Ecuador (Cotopaxi, Chimborazo). 
Tibet (Gurla Mandhatta), India (Kamet), Nepal (Island Peak). France/ 

Switzerland (Mont Blanc/ Matterhorn). U.S.S.R. (the Caucasus & Pamirs) . 
Alaska (McKinley) , Canada (Logan). Free 1 987 Schedule. 

Mountain Travel 
1398 Solano Avenue, Albany CA 94706 U.S.A. 



EXTREME GUIDING 
INTERNATIONAL 
Jim Bridwell 
Mugs Stumps 

Sandy Allan 
Mal Duff 

offers you 
the 

opportunity 
to climb 

Ama 
Dablam 

by the 
South Ridge 

Expedition departs late Autumn 1986 

DEY AILS & COSTS from 

Sandy Allan: Kiltarlity, Beauly, Highland IV4 
7JG, Scotland. 

Jim Bridwell: PO Box 2088, Olympic Valley, 
Ca 95730, USA. 

Fora • 

successful climb 
every time 

The rope. EDELWEISS 
stands for superior rope technology. 
And the new sports climbing ropes are 
further proof : 
supple · extensible under impact · 
lightweight · resistant to abrasion. 

, EDELWEISS - the rope. 

The harness. Sports har
nesses demand careful design. 
EDELWEISS have decades of experience 
in the field, as the details show : 
functional · light to wear · comfortable · 
fashion colours. 

EDELWEISS - the harness. 

'ELWE/55 

UK - Sanctuary Mountain Sports Ltd . 
A - EDELWEISS by Teufel berger 
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Best Quality 
Best Price 

for 
MOUNTAIN 
SOFTWARE 

m~~r~!c~ 
,,.~THE WILD 

SPORTS 

1067. JAEGI-DONG, DONGDAEMOON-KU, 
SEOUL, KOREA 

TEL. <02)964-8827, 3249 

t.inc. 

run at all levels. from 
intermediabt. Instruction in 

ended into a great climbing 

REKS. · ditions above 

i:i~~~; . ~~:k:e:d ' 
ug. 

Easte riod). oductory . 
er Route' weeks. • 

b 

:i.S. ~ 

L-----..iii 

K2 ~~!~~!!?!' 
Professional expedition support for Mt. McKinley and all of Alaska. Obtain your 
Free K2 Alaska Guide and inquire about reduced flight rates by writing: Jim 
Okonek, K2 Aviation, P.O. Box 290, Talkeetna, Alaska 99676, U.S.A. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
For a good booklist of secondhand/out of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exploration, write to D. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, 
Edinburgh EH9 1 DA, Scotland. Wants lists welcomed. 

SAVE MONEY· MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U.K. stockists of specialist top qua lity materials and accessories. 
Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. Trade and retail. S.A .E. catalogue. 

PENNINE OUTDOOR : HOLMBRIOGE : HUDDERSFIELD : W. YORKS 0484 • 684302/ 683206 



{'iiJ rock climbing standards have increased ~ dramatica//y during the last few years, a 
few companies have emerged as dominant 
forces in gear development. 

In the area of footwear, the name of 
SCARPA has become synonymous with per
formance and quality, initially with the 
"Cragratz" and most recently, the highly 
acclaimed "Superatz''. As the !offer will 
probably continue to be the best all-purpose 
boot on the market, SCARPA have developed 
a completely new model, designed to meet the 
needs of those who are constantly challenging 
the limits at the highest level 

This model has undergone almost 7 2 
months of continuous hard route testing in 
Britain and France, primarily on the feet of 
Martin Atkinson , and Chris Gore. From 
prototype 7 (Local Hero pie.) to 
finished produd (Weed 
Killer pie.), this intense 
testing has resulted in 
raising the standard of 
rock boot perform
ance and fit to a 
new level 

1',eSCARPA 
"Rack Stor" -
dere/oped 
lor climbers 
by climbers! 
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DOllBLE-P-tJLOTH/NG 
f:erh?.:x/Pik c!afhing 
1s tots l!y CLJndens~on 
Free., Whi:h means fh 
you don't oveYheat, anc/ 
virl"hefands Y&in fv ½''r:R,r h 
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y zips &Hard warmerp 
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ljusfment: 

INDCHEETA A pilejackef wHh 
cover rnak~ i/- wind proof fo 30mph. 
ancl rain proof fD Yz. · · fX?,Y hour. 
BODYWARMER 

SALOPETT[:g -You don'f overheat in~ 
TOWELS E SL.£EPJN& P:Nl,S AA£ t£.~GN CDUNCAL 
SELEcTED WHICJ-1 ME.ANG TIW" ALL CLAIMS 
HAVE BEEN SVBSTATIA,TE.D 

Literature E Te.sf &x>kleis fr-om : 
BUFFAL-0, 2.0 MEERSBROOK WDRKS, VALLEY RD, ~£FFIELD S8 9FT TEL 074 ::> 



Companies 
har · 

ance to 
ver £100 

~MM 
WALES 

Special 
Climbing Hardware 

For technical information, write to: Three Companies, PO lilox 2, lanberis, Gwynedd. 



GREAT BRITAIN 

Opposite Page: Rab Anderson high on the East Buttress Ordinary 
Route (IV), Beinn Eighe, after the first ascent of The Chimney (VJ. 
Photo: Graham Nicholl. 

Best Ever Winter in Scotland 
News Special from Rab Anderson 

Conditions in Scotland this winter 
have been truly magnificent, 
making this one of the finest 
winters ever. New route activists 
have taken full advantage of the 
conditions to produce well over 
one hundred new routes, many in 
the upper grades and most of 
excellent quality. There were also 
many early repeat ascents of the 
harder routes and the "classics", 
particularly on Ben Nevis and in 
Glencoe, which saw much traffic . 
with large numbers of climbers on 
the hill, resulting in queues on 
popular routes. It used to be that 
you got up early to avoid being 
benighted, but now it's to be first 
on the route! 

Early snowfall and cold 
weather, particularly in the 
Cairngorms, enabled a number of 
new routes to be climbed during 
November. However, just as 
conditions were becoming better 
large amounts of snow fell on the 
East and this, coupled with 
continual cold weather, did not 
allow conditions to build and 
reach expectations. On the 
western side of the country, 
however, there was no large 
snowfall, the weather was better, 
and conditions steadily built up to 
become excellent. Right through 
February and into March the 
weather was settled and good 
climbing conditions could 
virtually be guaranteed. A thaw in 
March dispensed with a lot of 
snow and ice, particularly in the 
North West, but the Cairngorms 
still retained vast amounts of 
snow and started to come back 
into condition . Fresh snow in time 
for the Easter weekend, coupled 
with cold weather, allowed the 
winter enthusiasts to continue 
their season, and at the time of 
writing (mid April) it is still cold 
and it looks like the winter season 
could last for a while yet. 

Full descriptions for nearly all of 
the routes climbed this winter will 
appear in this year's S .M.C. 
Journal and the Scottish New 
Routes Supplement should also 
carry details later on. 

Foinaven/Quinag/ Assynt 
On Creag Urbhard in Strath 
Dionard Andy Cunningham and 
Andy Nisbet climbed the Third 
Waterfall (V) to produce a fine, 
steep and exposed route whilst on 
the same day Willy Todd soloed 
the Fourth Waterfall(IV) ; this now 
means that all five obvious falls 
on this crag have been climbed. Al 
Rouse and Brian Hall also caught 
the rare conditions here and 
climbed the most obvious icefall 
in the centre of the north-facing 
crag in Caire Dua ii to give 
Windfall (IV) and on the East 
Buttress of Ceann Garbh this pair 
also followed the crest of the 
buttress bounding the gully on 
the right, East Buttress (111). 

Just to the east in Strath Beag, 
Andy Nisbet, Andy Cunningham 
and Willy Todd followed the 
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icefall at the extreme left of Creag 
Shomhairle to produce Strabegs 
Weep(IV) . 

On the Western Cliffs of Qui nag 
the GullyofNedd(IV), climbed by 
Dougie Dinwoodie and K. Murphy, 
takes a gully in the bay left of an 
easy gully below the third col. 
Thought of as the highest 
waterfall in Britain at over 600 
feet, Eas Coulin was climbed at 
IVN by Andy Cunningham and 
Andy Nisbet. Although climbed 
during a prolonged cold spell in 
February, water was still flowing 
down the centre ofthefall, and as 
the ascensionists had to traverse 
through this to gain the crux at the 
top they received a bit of a soaking 
followed byan unpleasantfreeze
up! 

Seanna Bhraigh/Beinn Dearg/An 
Teallach 
At the head of Gleann a'Chadha 
Dheirg lies a north-facing crag 
looking onto Seanna Bhraigh. A 
line on this crag, a gully slanting 
sl_ightly right and splitting the 
highest part, was spotted by Mike 
Geddes, and following his death 
knowledge of its existence was 
bequeathed to Al Rouse, who 
subsequently ascended it in the 
company of Brian Hall; 
consequently in tribute the climb 
is called Geddes's Gully (V). Later 
on Doug Scott and Colin Downer 
also paid a visit to the crag when 
they added Captain Patience (V) to 
the left of Geddes's Gully by 
starting up that route's first pitch. 

On Beinn Dearg in Caire 
Ghranda, Mick Fowler and Chris 
Watts followed a prominent ice
groove on the right hand side of 
the upper cliff to give the very fine 
Body Freeze (IV). 

An Teallach was also visited by 
Fowler and Watts, when they 
added White Knight (Ill /IV) up the 
gully left of Stalemate and 
Checkmate Chimney. 

Liathach 
Unusually good conditions here 
allowed the two icefalls on the 
Pyramid to form well , although 
due to the southerly aspect of the 
buttress the sun was thawing the 
ice during the day. The right fall 
had already been climbed , but 
Clive Rowland and H. Hopper took 
the opportunity to climb the left
hand fall at IV. Rowland with B. 
Ledingham also climbed the right 
ridge of this buttress at grade Ill. 

In Caire Dubh Beag the icefall 
parallel to and right of Headless 
Gullywas climbed by Andy Nisbet 
and John Mothersele to give The 
Executioner(IVN) and the big 
icicle which forms down the lower 
left wall of Beag Pardon was 
climbed by Andy Cunningham 
and Andy Nisbet. Snargs were 
placed without clipping into axes 
( The Snotter (IV)) . 

In the next corrie, Caire Dubh 
Mor, Poachers Fall formed well 
and had a number of repeat 
ascents and Umbrella Fall was 

also well formed, and had at least 
one repeat. Other icefalls over 600 
feet high formed between these 
routes and were climbed. Salmor 
Leap (V) takes the left side of the 
Poachers Fall, separated from that 
route by a rock rib in its upper 
part, and was climbed by Andy 
Cunningham, Andy Nisbet, R. 
Arnott and G. Rowbotham . Snow 
Goose (IVN), by Andy 
Cunningham and Andy Nisbet, 
takes the left-hand of three 
thinner falls between Salmon 
Leap and Umbrella Fall, whilst 
The Deer Hunter (V) by the same 
pair takes the middle falt. 

In Caire Na Cai me, Murray 
Hamilton and Rab Anderson 
gained and climbed the obvious 
chimney gully to the right of the 
Dru Pinnacle to give Dru Couloir 
(IVN), and on the next buttress, 
between nos. 5 & 6 Gullies, Andy 
Cunningham and Andy Nisbet 
followed the central of three 
shallow gully lines to give the 
Andes Couloir(IV). Over on Bells 
Buttress, Hamilton and Anderson 
climbed the obvious right-hand 
gully, Bells Gully (IV), and on 
Meal I Dearg at the right-hand 
entrance to the corrie Grahame 
Nicoll and Jim Hotchkis took a zig
zag line up the obvious large ridge 
at grade 111, Terminal Buttress, 
providing a fine approach to the 
Northern Pinnacles. 

Beinn Alligan 
On the north-east face of Tom na 
Giuagaich there is a large tiered 
face opposite the cleft of Sgurr 
Mhor. Ice Gem, by Martin Moran 
and Steve Chadwick, grade IVN, 
takes an obvious icefall on the 
lower tier to gain a ramp corner 
leading to the top. On the upper 
face the three obvious lines of 
weakness were climbed. From left 
to right these are : Crown Jewel 
(V) by Martin Moran, N. Adey and 
M. Guest; The Moonstone (IVN), 
backrope solo by Martin Moran; 
and Koh-i-Noor(IV) by Martin 
Moran and M. Hardwick. A grade 
Ill line, Backyard Buttress, was 
climbed on Caire Toll Nam Biast 
by Rob Archbold, J . Higham and 
H. Towler. 

Beinn Eighe 
The obvious icefall which forms 
right of Whites Gully on Sail Mhor 
gave Greg Strange and B. Findlay 
a number of fine pitches, Achilles 
(IVN). Repeating this route Andy 
Cunningham and Willy Todd 
added a continuation, taking a 
break left above the narrowing in 
Whites Gully, Smears for Fears 
(IV) . 

On the Triple Buttress of Caire 
Mhic Fhearchair, Langs Variation 
Finish to West Buttress provided 
Murray Hamilton and Geoff 
Cohen with a good two pitch 
grade V._ West Buttress 
Direttissima (VNI), by Rab 
Anderson and Rob Milne, climbs 
two thirds of the way up the 
obvious central corner line on the 

sandstone tier, traverses left to 
the middle of the frontal face, then 
upto gain and follow the crest to a 
fine finish up the Bonington/Patey 
variation . The East Buttress Direct 
is a fine three pitch grade V 
through the sandstone tier in the 
line of the summer route The 
Chimney, and was climbed by Rab 
Anderson and Grahame Nicoll. 

Beinn Bhan 
In Caire na Feola, John Lyall 
climbed Grey Hair Gully (111) and 
Couldoran Gully(ll/111) to the left of 
the cave-like recess on the left at 
the entrance to the corrie. John 
Mothersele and Andy Nisbet 
followed the shallow gully right of 
Sheet Whitening, Snipers Gully 
(IV) and Doug Scott and Colin 
Downer followed a long ice
smear including a large corner on 
the face left of Y-Gullyto produce 
In X.S. (V), a fine route. Between 
Madhatters Gully and Silver Tear, 
D. Gardiner and D. Hawthorn 
climbed a grade V line starting 
about two pitches up the easy 
ground at the start of Madhatters. 
A large Aberdeen team have also 
climbed the rib to the left of 
Madhatters Gully. 

Over in Co ire Nan Fhamhairthe 
narrow gully splitting the largest 
buttress on the south-facing side 
of the corrie gave Prescription 
Gully (Ill/IV) to John Lyall and 
John C. Allen, and Der 
Reisenwandwas repeated by 
Geoff Cohen and Des Rubens in 
eight hours. 

Sgurr a'Chaorachain 
In the unnamed coireto the south 
of the Cioch Nose there are two 
very obvious steep ice-lines on 
the backwall and these gave Pete 
Long and B. Owen Excitable Boy 
(IVN), the left-hand line, and 
Blade Runner (IV), the right-hand 
line. 

Voyager(V) by Andy Nisbet and 
John Mothersele takes the huge 
corner on the North Gully side of 
No. 1 Buttress, giving a fine route 
and further over the summer line 
of Turret Buttress, without the 
escape into the gully, was climbed 
at grade IV by Murray Hamilton 
and Geoff Cohen. 

MeallGorm 
On the large Eastern Buttress the 
right-hand side has a shall low 
gully system which splits into 
three just beyond a terrace. 
Trident Gully Right Branch (111) 
takes the right fork, Trident Gully 
Left Branch (II) the left fork and 
Spiral Terrace (11) goes leftwards 
along the _terrace to find an easy 
gully leading to the top. A line was 
also climbed at Ill/IV from below 
the left end of the terrace. All 
these routes were the work of P. 
Langhorne and N. Eagers. Further 
right, just beyond the next 
buttress, P. Langhorne and Miss 
J. Douglas followed a left-sloping 
gully to give Wee Beastie (1 /11). 





Top Right: Al Phizacklea on the first winter (hoar frost?) ascent of 
Tricouni Slab on Scafe/I. Photo : George Smith. 
Bottom Right: Rob Milne obviously enjoying himself on the crux of 
West Buttress Directissima (VNI), Beinn Eighe, Caire Mhic 
Fhearchair. Photo: Rab Anderson. 

FuarTholl 
Martin Moran has made a 
backroped solo ascent of the 
summer line of Cold Sweat (V) on 
the south-east cliff over two days, 
the high point being regained the 
next day, and Mick Fowler and 
Chris Watts climbed a good route 
up the prominent groove on the 
left-hand side of the cliff crossing 
Fuar Folly, Fuhrer (V). On the 
lower cliff Des Rubens, Geoff 
Cohen, B. Owen and G. Macnair 
climbed a narrow grade IV gully 
up the right side of the buttress 
containing Nose Direct. 

The Fannichs 
On Sgurr Nan Clach Geala's East 
Face there were two new 2 pitch 
starts added to Skyscraper 
buttress by climbing the icefall 
which forms at the base of the 
buttress, the Direct Start by 
Dougie Dinwoodie, Colin 
Jamieson and K. Murphy and the 
Right Hand Start by Dougie 
Dinwoodie and Doug Hawthorn ; 
the buttrress is Grade V by both. 
On Cuileig Buttress, Destitution 
Road(V) takes the central icefall of 
the buttress gained by a shallow 
corner and was climbed by 
Dougie Dinwoodie and K. 
Murphy. 

An Coileachan's Garbh Coire 
Mor was also visited by 
Dinwoodie and Hawthorn, and 
the left-hand of two icefalls right 
of Primrose gave them Venus Fly 
Trap(V). 

Skye 
On Sgurr a'Mhadaidh Mick 
Fowler and Tony Saunders 
followed the obvious ice filled 
corner at the back right side oft he 
amphitheatre to produce the 
excellent Icicle Factory (VI) ; they 
also climbed South Gully at grade 
Ill/IV when it was fairly well 
banked out. The very long 
prominent central gully, 
Waterpipe Gully, described in the 
Guide as one of the major gullies 
in Scotland, was climbed first by 
B. Findlay and Greg Strange 
minus the first three pitches, and 
then complete four days later 
under better conditions by Doug 
Scott and Colin Downer; the climb 
did not prove to be as good as was 
anticipated and is graded IV. 

In Coire A'Ghreadaidh, Tony 
Saunders, Chris Watts and Mick 
Fowler climbed White Wedding 
(IV), the straight shallow gully 
well right of Gael Force. 

On Sgurr nan Gil lean, Lament 
(Ill /IV), by B. Findlay and Greg 
Strange, is a right slanting line on 
the face below the South East 
Ridge and North-West Face Route 
(11/111), by P. Langhorne and Miss 
J. Douglas, a line ascending a 
ramp and chimney above 
Maclaren's Chimney. 

LadharBh~nn(Knoydart) 
On Spider Buttress, Coire 
Dhorrcail, the rightmost of three 
gullies on the east flank, gave 
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Penny Wheep Gully (111) to S. 
Kennedy, G . Rowbotham and S. 
Thirgood, whilst over on the 
North West Face of Stob 
a'Chearcaill Bottleneck Gully (IV), 
the long and narrow gully left of 
Gaterlunzie Gully, was climbed by 
Willie Jeffrey and Noel Williams 
on the same day that the 
previously mentioned team 
climbed Taternick's Chimney (IV) 
to the right of Gaterlunzie Gully. 

Ben Nevis 
Conditions here were excellent 
for quite some time, and 
predictably there were very large 
numbers of climbers on the hill, 
with queues for the classic routes, 
which saw heavy traffic as well as 
the usual number of by now 
common solo ascents. The major 
area of activity seems to have 
been on the Carn Dearg Buttress 
where exceptionally good 
conditions prevailed for a spell in 
early February. After a number of 
previous attempts, the grade VI 
Centurion/Route II combination 
was climbed by John (Spider) 
McKenzie and Ken Spence over 
two days, a bivouac being 
required after four pitches. Easier 
climbing enabled Route /Ito be 
gained and a finish was made up 
this. A rest point was used just 
below the top of pitch 2, although 
this had been climbed free twice 
before in better conditions. Bob 
Millward is believed to have 
climbed this line in 1975, solo 
with a backrope over two days at 
grade V. Rouse and Hall basically 
followed the summer line of P.M., 
climbing the grassy grooves 
between Route I and P.M. for two 
pitches before joining P.M. for its 
exciting finish up steep rock to the 
right of Route I. Unusually good 
conditions were encountered, 
making the climbing grade IV; 
however, Vwasgiventoallowfor 
conditions which might normally 
be found. Ring the Alarm (V) is a 
line by Jon Tinker and Mal Duff 
which follows Dissection for a 
pitch, then Route II Direct for a 
short way before traversing 
across The Shadowto climb slabs 
over to the groove of Cowslip. 
This leads to an icefall and slab 
enabling Route /Ito be joined for a 
finish. The Shadow was repeated 
and Route II had a number of 
ascents. 

On the buttress to the right of 
Vanishing Gully, Mal Duff and 
Andy Nisbet climbed a groove 
and slabs to give Pirate (IV) and 
between Italian Climb and Chute, 
Mal Duff, Mike Aldridge and John 
Woods climbed Bydand (IV/V), 
following icy corners to climb a 
long obvious curving groove. 
Running Hot(IV/V) takes the thinly 
iced slabs immediately left of 
Vanishing Gully to gain corners 
and grooves, and was climbed by 
Mal Duff, Jon Tinker and Rick 
Nowack. 

A rising traverse line across 



the No. 5 Gully face of Moonlight 
Gully Buttress gave Ken Crocket, 
A. Walker and R. Richardson 
Phosphorescent Grooves (Ill /IV) . 

On North East Buttress a line 
based on that of the summer 
route Raeburns Arete (IV) was 
climbed by D. Lang and C. Stead. 

Ben Nevis 
Some recent late news just in. On 
the Orion Face Tony Saunders 
and Mick Fowler have climbed a 
direct line through Astronomy by 
following the obvious slanting 
corner/fault line throughout ; 
Astronomy takes the corner, then 
moves up rightwards and back 
left, The Black Hole (V). A 400-foot 
grade V direct finish was also 
added to Astronomy by this pair 
when they continued up the crest 
of the buttress where that route 
goes left into Minus One Gully. 
They also climbed the obvious 
direct continuation up the arete of 
Left Edge Route on Gardyloo 
Buttress at grade V. 

Glencoe 
On the Lower North Face of 
Aonach Dubh, Mal Duff and Rick 
Nowack climbed the steep and 
very thin ice seep which 
occasionally forms down the left 
sidP.wall of Venom. Gained by the 
Viper direct start and part of 
Venom Chimney gully, the ice 
seep leads to a roof where icicles 
on the left eventually lead to 
easier icefalls : King Cobra (VNI) . 
The route was repeated the 
following day. Aonach Dubh's B 
Buttress provided the same pair 
with Silent Running (IVIV) , taking 
the ice-smear on the north wall 
where Dinnertime Buttress joins 
No. 2 Gully, gained by 1 ½ pitches 
up a ramp line from the right . 
Elliots Downfall remained in 
condition for some time and 
received a lot of ascents, 
including a solo by Willy Todd and 
a streaked ascent by Rick Nowack. 
It is unsure whether this was done 
solo, in the lead or seconding , but 
it must have been a little chilling . 

Up on Stob Caire Nan Lochain, 
North Buttress had a couple of 
routes added when Rab Anderson 
and Murray Hamilton followed 
the summer line of Crest Route at 
IV and Andy Nisbet and Mal Duff 
climbed Peoples Friend, which 
takes a groove line to the left of 
Evening Citizen. 

The Wabe and Mome Rath 
came into good condition and 
received a number of ascents, and 
on this face Geoff Hornby and Carl 
Schaschke added Newsholme 's 
Groove(V), climbing direct up the 
open groove between Mome Rath 
and Snowstormer. 

On the Buachaille 's Broad 
Buttress, P. Craig, K. Crocket and 
A. Walker climbed Ephemeron 
Gully (IV), a line of icy grooves 
under the west face . Round on the 
other side of this mountain, the 
Waterslide Wall icefall was 
climbed for the first time by Chris 
Murray of the Creag Dhu, having 
been misinformed that Rab 
Anderson had made the first 
ascent. 

Central Highlands 
In the Monadhliath Mountains a 
visit was paid to the Loch Dubh 
Crag on Carn Dearg by James 
Grosset and John Lyall and the 
obvious deep set gully climbed to 
give Wee Team Gully (IV) . 

Coire An T-Sneachda 
On the Mess of Pottage the 

obvious large groove in the 
middle of the buttress was 
climbed by Andy Cunningham 
and Willy Todd, The Message (IV). 
Andy Nisbet and Sandy Allan 
climbed The Lamp (IVIV), a route 
based on Lamp Direct, gaining 
that route from the right and 
following it to the crest, then up 
right through overhangs before 
rejoining the crest. The route 
utilises the same start as The 
Prodigal Principal(IV) , a line left of 
Doctors Choice by George Reid 
and John Lyall, moving left and 
right to gain a finish up a chimney. 
Doctor Janis (IV), by James 
Grosset and John Lyall, follows 
Doctors Choice to the large 
corner, then out right and up 
corners to the top. Andy Nisbet 
and Andy Cunningham climbed 
White Magic (VIVI) , taking an 
intricate line starting at the foot of 
the winter Original Route and 
going up to Magic Crack and right 
where a finger/axe crack enables 
the top of the Damnation Corner 
to be gained with a finish out 
right. Damnation (V) was climbed 
by James Grosset and M . Sclater 
with the upper corner providing 
the crux. Allen Fyffe, H. Redfern 
and A. Johnson followed the 
corner left of Aladdin 's Mirror 
Direct to give Honour Among 
Thieves. On Fiacaill Buttress 
Jailbreak (IV), by Allen Fyffe and 
Ado Liddell, takes a line up the 
front face of the buttress starting 
near the right edge, whilst The 
Seam (Ill /IV) (James Grosset and 
John Lyall) takes the fault right of 
lnvernookie, starting as for that 
route. 

Coire an Lochain 
I. Rea and J. Kerr climbed the gully 
of Milky Way, then continued up 
directly to the base of a tower to 
finish up rightwards, Demolition 
Man (IV). On the left side 
of Number 3 Buttress, Andy 
Cunningham and Andy Nisbet 
climbed The Migrant (V) which 
was an attempt to climb the large 
groove left of Nocando Crack that 
was forced out left. The same pair 
also followed the summer line of 
Fallout Corner at grade V. The 
main pitch is reputedly superb. 
Torquing Heads (V) by Willy Todd 
and Andy Cunningham takes the 
obvious chimney fault on the right 
side of Number 4 Buttress. 

On Sgoran Dubh Mar's No. 2 
Buttress, R. Jones and G. 
Rowbotham climbed Decay Ridge 
(111) and over in Upper Glen 
Fesh ire on Creag Na Gaibhre, 
S. Kennedy, I. Barron, R. Jones, 
G. Rowbotham and A. Scrase 
climbed Eastenders (IV) by 
following the right-hand of two 
icefalls. 

Ben Macdui/Loch Avon Basin 
In Caire Sputan Dearg the 
summer line of Snake Ridge fell to 
Wilson Moir and Niall Ritchie at 
IVIV. 

Talisman on Cregan A'Choire 
Etchachan was climbed free by 
Andy Nisbet and Derek Thomson, 
grade V. 

On Cairn Etchachan in mid 
April, Andy Nisbet and Andy 
Cunningham followed the 
summer line of Pythagoras at V/ 
VI , and earlier in the season on th e 
neighbouring Shelter Stone, Mark 
Charleton, Will Webb and John 
Mackeever climbed The Imposter 
(V), a line which goes up the west 
ridge right of Clan Dhian Chimney 
and takes a steep wall with twin 
cracks, then a very obvious snow 

ramp to finish up a chimney 
groove to the right of Pastern 
Direct. Hells Lump, on Hells Lum, 
finally fell to Andy Cunningham 
and I. Fox at IVIV, whilst Towering 
Inferno was climbed by Allen 
Fyffe and Bob Barton at IVIV. On 
Stag Rocks a right-hand finish to 
Amphitheatre Gully gave Andy 
Cunningham and Paul Aubrey a 
two pitch grade V. Over on Stac 
An Fharaidh, Allen Fyffe and I. 
Peter followed the summer line of 
Sermon (IV) . 

Shelterstone 
On 19th April, encountering 
amazingly good conditions, Rab 
Anderson and Rob Milne made 
the second ascent of Pastern (VI) 
in 9½ hours. On this ascent thick 
snow enabled the second pitch of 
Pastern Direct to be climbed 
gingerly and a direct finish was 
made up the variation finish to 
Clach Dhian Chimney, a 
prominent V groove/chimney, 
which under the conditions 
encountered provided the crux. 
Rab Anderson 

Beinn A Bhuird 
An ascent of Grey Tower via the 
chimney route at grade IV was 
made by Wilson Moir and Niall 
Ritchie and free ascents were 
made of Trident (IV) by B. Findlay 
and Greg Strange and Hourglass 
Buttress, now IVIV, by Andy 
Cunningham and Andy Nisbet. In 
Garbh Caire the short but fine 
Bells Variation on Mitre Ridge was 
climbed by Rab Anderson and 
Grahame Nicoll. 

Lochnagar 
After a number of unsuccessful 
attempts Andy Nisbet and Dougie 
Dinwoodie have finally 
established two very difficult 
routes up the middle of the Tough 
Brown Face. The first, Trail of 
Tears (VI) , takes the first two 
pitches of Out/ands.and then 
continues up the ramp to finish as 
for Post Mortem. The second, 
climbed at the end of March, gains 
Trail of Tears at the top of its ramp 
by climbing direct up from below 
in three pitches, all of which were 
led by Dinwoodie, who rated the 
third as the hardest he had ever 
climbed, summer or winter! The 
route took 12 hours and was 
graded VI +. The above pair also 
found a hard two pitch startup the 
left edge of Shadow Buttress B, 
Raeburns Groove (V) . 

Creag an Dubh Loch 
The big event here was the ascent 
of the frontal face of the Central 
Gully Wall by its line of least 
resistance and most vegetation in 
a continuous 29 hour push by 
Andy Nisbet and Sandy Allan . The 
Rattrap (VI) starts up Dubh Loch 
Monster, taking its own crux 
before traversing across King Rat 
to below Gulliver's red wall, then 
left and back right to regain 
Gulliver which leads, with three 
pegs for aid, to easier angled 
ground. Mousetrap was repeated 
by Dougie Dinwoodie and J. Hall 
and the aid point dispensed with 
in the process. Early in the season 
all of the aid of Vertigo was 
eliminated by Andy Cunningham 
and Andy Nisbet on their nine 
hour ascent. The grade remains 
the same at V and the route is 
rated as one of the best mixed 
routes around. Higher up the 
gully, the goove left of Sabre Edge 
gave Andy Nisbet and Mike 

Stringer Treeline Groove (IV). 

Glen Clova 
Not normally noted for its harder 
routes, a couple of V's were added 
here this winter: the first, 
Diamond Buttress, lies on the 
South Wall of Corrie Fee and 
follows the summer line (S. 
Stewart and B. Strachan); the 
second, G-Force on the North 
Wall , takes a central line on the 
steep buttress on the south side of 
Craig Rennet, starting via a 
prominent icicle (S. Stewart and 
G. Ettie) . On Cairn Broadlands, 
S. Stewart and G. Farquhar 
climbed the prominent gully on 
the left of the upper leftmost 
buttress on The Strone, Roofed 
Gully (111), and in the Corrie of 
Bonhard, S. Stewart soloed Left 
Edge Route (111), taking grooves 
left of the icefall in the upper right 
of the Corrie . 

Arran 
Once in a Lifetime is a long and 
superb route which takes the 
large vegetated face just right of 
Silo on the North East Face of Cir 
Mhor, with its middle pitches 
sharing that route. The route was 
climbed by G E. Little and 
D. Saddler, and was graded VIVI. 

Fatality on Ben Nevis 
During the mid-afternoon of 
Thursday 20th February 1986, 
Newcastle climbers Mark Hill and 
Jeremy Bennington fell from the 
last pitch of Slav Route into and 
all the way down Zero Gully. One 
climber was killed outright and 
the other died on the way to 
hospital. 

Three ropes were in Zero Gully 
at the time, all above the hard 
pitch. The leader of the topmost 
rope, Pete Bagalay, had run-out a 
full rope length and was just 
about to belay when he was 
knocked off by the falling 
climbers. Bagalay was held by his 
second at the full length of the 
rope on a belay consisting of an 
ice bollard and two axes(!), 
suffering only two broken wrists 
and superficial damage. A girl on 
a following rope was also struck 
from above but not injured, and 
with her partner finished the 
climb, descended to the C.I.C. hut 
and reported the accident. The 
remaining three climbers made 
Pete comfortable on a ledge and 
stayed with him. 

Meanwhile, Lochaber M.R.T. 
had been alerted by a party from 
the Joint Services Centre at 
Tulloch who had come upon the 
two fatally injured climbers at the 
foot of the gully. The M .R.T. and 
J.S.M.T.C., assisted by other 
climbers, then brought the two 
lads down to the C.I.C. hut where 
the rescue team was alerted to 
the further complication in Zero 
Gully. 

A providential clearance in the 
weather finally allowed a 
helicopter into the C.I.C. hut area 
and to ferry a group to the summit 
in bright moonlight. A team 
member was lowered to the 
climbing party and the injured 
man was assisted to the bottom 
of the route. A second "lower" 
enabled the remaining three 
climbers with their gear to reach 
easy ground, a full 20' of rope 
being used in the process. 

Alex Gillespie 
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Opposite Page: Dale Goddard on 
Five Year Plan (5.13), Back Porch, 
Boulder Colorado. 
Photo: Dan Hare. 

Lake District - Winter 1986 

A remarkable season, producing 
many hard new routes which 
were mainly climbed by local 
climbers, this is probably the 
most significant period of winter 
development the Lakes has ever 
seen, or will ever see again. 

Scafell was at the centre of this 
activity, with over a dozen 
"buttress" style routes claimed, 
mostly giving high quality and 
very technical climbing. Al 
Phizacklea and George Smith 
started the snowball rolling with 
Tricouni Slab, finishing up 
Collier's Climb (4+ ,3,4) which was 
repeated and straightened out by 
Jim Fotheringham and Tony 
Saunders. On the side of the 
Pinnacle, Dave Kay, Joe Grin bergs, 
Steve Howe and Mike Lynch 
climbed the surprisingly technical 
line of Age Concern (2,5,6,3) 
which takes the line of Jones' 
Route from Deep Ghyllvia 
Gibson's Chimney. The third pitch 
gave Grinbergs some trouble -
"When he fell off, his axes and 
crampons were scraping down 
the wall like a scene from a Tom 
and Jerry cartoon!" Actually Joe, 
who is an ex-rugby thug in his mid 
forties, became quite an asset to 
the Penrith team: "Point him at a 
pitch, light the blue touch paper 
and stand well back - he's bloody 
crazy!" 

On the front page of the 
Pinnacle, Bob Wightman and 
Mike Lynch climbed the sustained 
groove of Hopkinsons's Gully, 
finishing up Slingsby's Chimney 
at a grade of 5+,4+,4,4,3. Al 
Phizacklea and Duncan Richards 
started up the same route, 
crossed Herford's Slab to 
Hopkinson's Gully, and finished 
up the elegant arete to the top, 
calling it Moonbathing (5+,5,4,3). 

Over on Pisgah Buttress, Dave 
Kay and Joe Grinbergs climbed 
the awkward crack in the lower 
half of Bosun's Buttress, and then 
finished up the arete of Pisgah, 
Restless Natives (4, 5+, 5+, 4). 
This was repeated by Rick 
Graham, which tempted one 
Himalayan veteran to mutter, "I 
don't know why they don't climb it 
in the wet and claim a sub-aqua 
ascent!" -some old folk are so set 
in their ways! 

Just right of that route, starting 
out of the Steep Ghyll basin, Steve 
Howe, Tony Stephenson and Pam 
Andrews climbed the corner and 
chimney of Bridge of Signs (2, 4, 5, 
2) a line repeated and later 
claimed by Gerry Gore. Just left of 
Steep Ghyll, Stephenson, Lin 
Rutland and Keefe Murphy 
climbed the technical line of Steep 
Ghyll Grooves (5, 6, 5) which 
required some tension on Pitch 2. 

Across on Deep Ghyll Buttress, 
Kay and Howe climbed the 
summer line of West Wall Route 
which gave two good pitches of 4. 
Further up the Gully, the Great 
Chimney, with its huge 
chockstone pitch, went at4 to Jim 

Fotheringham and Chris 
Bonington. Phizacklea soloed two 
routes near the top of the gully, 
Upper Deep Ghy/1 Buttress (2+ ), 
an easy ramp above the Great 
Chimney, and Brain Stops Play 
(3+ ), a short corner right of the 
variation finish to Professors 
Chimney. On the front face of 
Deep Ghyll Buttress, Lynch and 
Phizacklea, after climbing a long 
diagonal line above Lord's Rake, 
finished up a groove/chimney 
called Sod All (4). 

On the East Buttress, Jim 
Fotheringham and Gerald 
Bonington climbed Overhanging 
Wal/from the ground, but 
unfortunately they required the 
use of four points of aid to force 
the lower wall. This led to an 
awkward groove in the upper 
section, to give an overall grade of 
5(A 1), 6. I must add that the routes 
climbed here in 1984were 
approached by abseil, simply to 
avoid this indiscriminate use of 
aid . 

Scrubby Crag in the eastern 
fells was in lean condition . Al 
Phizacklea and Malcolm Hasley 
climbed a right to left diagonal 
line left of Grendel to finish up the 
1983 long ledge route, Midnight 
Special, which was graded 
4+,4+. The broken buttress on 
the right of the crag which 
overlooks Pendulum Gully was 
climbed at Grade 3 by Stuart 
Millar and Dave Kay. Down on 
Hutaple Crag, Kay and Grinbergs 
climbed Accidental Discharge (4), 
a long line weaving up the crag to 
the left of the Amphitheatre. 

Langdale, normally a quiet area 
in winter, saw plenty of activity. 
Up on Pavey Ark, Rick Graham 
and Andy Hyslop climbed 
Deception (3,4,3) and repeated 
Stoats Crack (4,5,4,2), a 
previously unreported route, 
possibly first climbed by John 
Porter. Tom Walkington and Barry 
Rogers climbed Middlin' Buttress 
(3) between the Great and Little 
Gullies. 

Overshadowing all of this 
development was the semi-winter 
ascent of Central Buttress by 
Adrian Moore and Tony Brindel!. 
Although climbed mostly with 
axes and crampons over some 
very tricky ground, there are two 
points which raised some 
controversy. Firstly, the main 
pitch of the Great Flake, which had 
previously stopped several other 
teams, was climbed in boots due 
to its being a completely dry, ice 
free pitch. Secondly, they 
retreated from above here, 
returning to their high point the 
following day by abseil. However, 
the route is a long and sustained 
one, being graded 6,6(5b),3,6,6,4-
making the prospect of a single 
day ascent in full winter 
conditions a daunting one indeed. 
Many have questioned the 
validity of this being a true winter 
ascent; buttotheircredit, the lads 
never carried any pitons with 
them, a commendable act. 

Over on Pikes Crag, Southern 
Corner(3l4) was claimed by Steve 
Howe and Eric Parker, butthis has 
probably been climbed before. 

On Pillar Rock, the fine line of 
Gomorrah was climbed in two 
pitches (5,5) by Dave Kay and Joe 
Grinbergs, the top pitch requiring 
one point of aid. In the next cove 
on Steeple, the West Buttress was 
climbed at 2/3 by Jim Loxham and 
Mike Mills, and the East Buttress 
route went at 3 to Loxham and 
Julian Caradice. 

In Borrowdale, the freeze 
created an icefall above, and right 
of Goat Crag; this gave some 
super climbing at Grade4 to Chris 
Bonington and Dave Bodecott. 
Further up the valley, Duncan 
Richards and Steve Pymm 
climbed Nexus (4) on Raven Crag. 

There was a good build-up of 
ice on the left side of Crinkle Gill, 
100 yards beyond the icefall that 
forms just past the overhanging 
wall of the Gill. The main pillar of 
ice on the right was climbed by 
John White and Steve Reid to give 
a pitch of 5called Whiteout. Left of 
this, White and J. Thorpe climbed 
a thin smear called Rae of 
Sunshine (5), but the next smear 
left again repulsed their attempt. 
Spotting the abandoned gear, 
Rick Graham and Bob Wightman 
stole the line, but returned the 
swag, calling it Wightout (5). 

Graham and Wightman climbed 
the thrutchy Siamese Chimneys 
(4,4+,3) on Cambridge Crag. "It 
would have been quite awkward if 
it hadn't been overhanging!" On 
the same crag, Graham and 
Hyslop climbed the left hand 
route, a line based on Borstal 
Buttress at 5,2,3. Wightman and 
Dave Seddon climbed Right Hand 
Route (4,4,5,2), taking the 
summer route Cambridge Climb, 
using one point of aid at the crux. 
On the side of Bowfell Buttress, 
Graham and Reid climbed the 
sustained Sinister Slabs at 4, 
5+,3. 

Outside the Lakes, 
Fotheringham climbed the free 
standing icicle of High Ashgi/1 
Hope Head Waterfall, Grade 4, 
near Alston. 

Finally, down on Chapel Head 
Scar, Paul Cornforth led the 
bulging wall directly above the 
tree of Android at E5 6b/c to give 
La Mangoustine Scatoflange. 
Cornforth also repeated The War 
of the Worlds, Fawcett's route 
which has stopped several 
previous attempts, suggesting a 
grade of E5 6b. 

Al Phizacklea 

NORTH WALES 
One of the longest ever winters 
saw nearly all the hard routes on 
major cliffs repeated, with the 
exception of Cloggy, where only 
the Black Cleh had severa I 
ascents, other routes not coming 
into condition. 

The Black Ladders saw plenty of 
activity, with over a dozen parties 
on Western Gully one Saturday. 
Three major new routes were 
climbed. Post War(V), a thin 
runnel of ice right of the Somme, 
gave Ian Sherrington and George 
Smith a very serious pitch. Left of 
the Somme, Polar Bear (V), a 
desperate groove line, gave Tut 
Braithwaite and Ian Carr a few 
heart-stopping moments, one of 
which involved a tension traverse 
off an ice axe! The much fancied 
Flanders (V), the left arete of 
Western Gully, fell to Chris Parkin 
and Dave O'Dowd after a grim 
struggle, Parkin taking a 50-foot 
fall in the process. 

Cwm Glas Bach on Carnedd 
Daffydd also received some 
attention in April, with Male 
Campbell soloing Crossover (Ill), 
an easy gully with a narrow 
chimney. Campbell then teamed 
up with Dave Longrish to climb 
Goliath (V), a steep icefall and 
groove, and David(III), the gully to 
its left. Moon Grooves (IV) on 

Craig Cwm Ffynnon Llaer, starting 
up the summer line of Central 
Route, was yet another Campbell 
creation. 

In Ogwen, Grecian 2000 (IV), an 
interesting eliminate covering 
little new ground, was put up in the 
Chicane area by Lew Hardy and 
Ray Wood. 

TheAppendixdid notfullyform 
this winter, but its upper reaches 
were climbed via the Traverse of 
the Sods (V), a scary experience 
for Mick Pointon, Fred Hall and 
Tom Thomas. Down the road, 
Aber Falls proved ridiculously 
popular, with 40 teams at work 
one Sunday. 

Next comes The Pass, where a 
couple of short problems with 
abseil descents were done. On the 
Grochan, Broadmoor(IV) by 
Martin Crook, Dave Towse (AL) 
and Neil Beggs was the summer 
line of Broad Walk; the last man 
seconded with socks over his 
plimsolls. Paul Trower and Mike 
Howard took the thinly iced 
second pitch of Block Spring and 
The Tube (V) and Trower and Ken 
Toms an icicle left of Scarlet 
Runner. Also reported is White 
Trash (IV) climed by Steve Haston, 
solo, down in one of the slate 
quarries which involves an 
approach via a tunnel. Craig y 
Rhaeadr proved popular and had 
numerous ascents, although 
there were several accidents, the 
rescue helicopters visiting the 
crag three times in one weekend! 
While Rhaeadr was being 
climbed, across the valley, Right 
Wall had an ascent in glorious 
sunshine - what a good double 
that would make for a team! 

Over the hill on Lliwedd, a 
winter ascent of Slanting Buttress 
Ridge Route gave Lew Hardy and 
Mark Lynden the well protected 
Cool Water Sandwich (IV) - in 
April! 

In Cwm Silyn, Towse and Beggs 
found Atrocity Run (IV), the 
summer line of Green Gully, with 
Braithwaite and Carr doing the 
steep line right of Aquarian Wall 
to give White Snake, which seems 
rather fierce for IV. Next door in 
Craig Swmdulyn, Pointon and 
Paul Williams were active in their 
Mr Drainpipe of Stockport (IVN) 

On The Rivals, down in the 
Lleyn Peninsula by the Lost 
Village, Simon Rose, Jackie 
Maskrey and Matthew Neale 
climbed Moonlight Flit (Ill /IV), a 
superb 600 ft classic icefall - well, 
it will be if it ever freezes again. At 
Dolwyddelan, Penamnen Falls 
(IV) was ascended by John Banks 
and Pete Evans, while on Gogarth 
the lads from RAF Valley 
Mountain Rescue Team found a 
grade IV ice route - spotted by one 
of the pilots on a training flight! 

Other rare routes this winter 
included Dolgarrog Gorge near 
Conway, a 3000 ft classic 
scramble with a couple of grade Ill 
ice pitches, and the Cwm Dyli 
Gorge(ll/11I) down in the Gwynant 
Valley. 

In Central Wales, at Llangynog, 
Pointon, Thomas and Hall 
climbed a hideously steep 150 ft 
icefall to give Gonad (V), but the 
plum lines on Pisty/1 Rhaeadr, the 
highest waterfall in Wales, fell to 
Ricic Narcombe aad Jolln,Hewson, 
Chandelier (V) (r/hand side) and 
Ouicksilver(V) (I/hand side). Also 
noteworthy, a quarter of a mile to 
the south, was the Mwn Gully (Il l 
111), 500 metres long and said to be 
brilliant. 
Paul Williams 
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Francis Ramsay on Hypocrite (E3, 6a), at Carreg y Barcud, a recent discovery in North Pembroke. 
Photo: Pat Littlejohn. 

SOUTH WALES 

Pembroke 
North Pembroke stole a bit of the 
limelight last summer with the 
development of Carreg y Barcud 
near Solva, a south-facing cliff 
consisting of eighty degree slabs 
(we used to call them walls!) 
offering a number of excellent 
80 ft pitches, outstanding being 
The Hypocrite (E3 6a) and Mean 
Feat(E4 6a) by Chris Parkin and 
Kitten Claws (E3 5c) by Gary 
Lewis. On Craig Caerfai, M. 
Wilson and P. Henderson climbed 
a good route going more directly 
from the start of Uncertain Smile
Age Concern (E3 5c) . 

Back on the South coast, two 
major additions to St. Govans 
were Equipoise (E5 6a) which 
takes the wall and arete to the 
right of Wicked Gravity (Pat 
Littlejohn, Steve Monks) and 
Gorilla Action (E6 6b) a 
witheringly steep line of 
weakness 30ft left of Face Value 
(Monks, Littlejohn). On St. 
Govans East, Littlejohn climbed 
Juicy Lucy (E4 5c) which goes 
directly up the face taken by 
Forbidden Fruit. 

Gary Gibson had a great day 
blitzing Mowing Word to produce 
ten new routes, the best of which 
are In One Door (E4 6a) the thin 
crack above the traverse of Heart 
of Darkness, In the Heat of the 
Night (E5 6a) a thin crack around 
the arete left of Sea/hunt, The 
Liquidator(E5 6b) the centre of the 
wall right of Sea/hunt; and Special 
Branch (E5 6a) the ramp running 
rightwards out of Olive Branch. 

Giving a fresh look to some old 
haunts around Lydstep, Nipper 
Harrison recently added a number 
of fine routes with Jimmy Jewell. 
Gorak (E5 6b) takes the crack, 
groove and bulge left of Hungry 
Heart, The Ragged Crack(E4 6a) is 
a 'classic' taking the right wall of 
Skomar zawn via a short crack and 
bottomless groove, Raindance 
(E2 5c) climbs the next crack left of 
Dolomite Sprint, and new pitches 
were climbed either side of 
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Mellow Yellow. Finally, the 
superb wall between Petit Blanc 
and White Heat fell to Tony 
Mitchell giving Kiffer White (E6 
6b) . The new guidebook is out, 
and this Spring should see some 
interesting repeats as well as the 
odd new line (only 1000 left) . 

Gower Peninsula 
Andy Sharp has been the prime 

activist here, producing some 
impressive free climbs at the old 
aid-climbers mecca of Deborah's 
Overhang. State of Grace (E5 6a) 
is the big line through the left side 
of the big overhang, Deborah (E4 
6b) climbs up to the main 
overhang through the lower tier, 
Three Minute Hero (E5 6b) takes 
the small roof to the right of the 
main overhang, and Ground 
Control (E4 6b) is the roof and 
groove just to its right. Sharp has 
also hammered the Hairy Dog 
wall climbing KingSwing(E5 6a/b), 
the crackline breaking right out of 
Hairy Dog, Hound of Hell (E5 6a), a 
line just to the left and King of Pain 
(E6 6b), the thin cracks on the left 
side of the wall. Yellow Wall now 
sports two girdle traverses, the 
upper being Germany Calling 
(E3 5c) which starts 15 ft right of 
Transformer (Sharp, Pete Lewis) 
and the lower one Transverse 
(E2 6a) which starts as for 
Transformer (Steve and Gary 
Lewis), both obvious and good. 
Littlejohn added a new top pitch 
to Steam Train (5c) thus making it 
a 3 star route. On Thurba Head, 
Martin Crocker and Gordon 
Jenkin climbed the superb, 
square-cut pillar between Right 
Crack and Earthly Powers- The 
Thurba Piflar(E5 6b) and also Thin 
Ice (E4 6a) a thin crack on the left 
side of the Barnacle Bil/wall. Andy 
Sharp has finally sorted out Skull 
Attack, giving it an independent 
start and freeing the aid move. At 
E5 6c, it is the hardest and most 
sustained route on Trial Wall. 

Ogmore 
Ogmore has at last found a new 
devotee in the form of Martin 
Crocker. Climbing mainly with 

Matt Ward and Roy Thomas he 
has produced at least a dozen new 
routes, most of them excellent. 
Open Invitation (E4 6b) climbs the 
wall between Pluto and 
Fingerprint, Mantra (E5 6a) is the 
wall right of Siren, and The 
Uncanny (E5 6c) takes the left 
arete of Sorcery, where even the 
lanky Crocker had to jump for a 
hold! A better finish to Zardozwas 
found with Daughters of Regal 
(E5 6b), and the previously aided 
Warlock was freed to give one of 
the best routes on the cliff at 
E6 6b. Do it quick before the pegs 
rust! Tiger Sanction (E4 6a) takes 
the corner and roofs left of Furyto 
finish up Bigger Splash, Burn 'Em 
Up (E4 6b) is the superb wall 
between Fire and Fury, and Blood 
Lust (E4 6b) is the steep, smooth 
wall between Dracula and Dog 
Day Afternoon. Crocker's latest is 
the grimly bulging buttress left of 
Davy Jones' Locker, which proved 
so harrowing that a grade of E7 
was contemplated, but with 
hindsight the route, Delerious, 
"settled down" to a grade E6 6b. A 
few others also got a small slice of 
the action: Mick Learoyd and 
Thomas waged war on the blatant 
crack in the left wall of Abbey Road 
and finally subdued it with one 
rest point - Brothers in Arms (E4 
6b). They also climbed the nice 
thin crack in the wall left of To 
Mitzy a Pup to give Night Games 
(E3 5c), and Thomas led the 
interesting No Shadow of Doubt 
(E3 5c) up the right wall of Lady 
Jane. Still hanging in there, 
Ogmore veteran Pat Littlejohn 
climbed Whatever Next? (E5 5c) 
up the wildly overhanging wall 
left of Butch Cassidy. Ogmore 
certainly remains a crag to be 
reckoned with! 
Inland S.E.Wales 
The past year has seen Dinas Rock 
emerge as the prime inland crag -
over 30 new routes have made it 
well worth a visit from far afield. 
Gary Gibson sparked things off 
with his ascent of Spain (E4 6a), a 
superb pitch weaving through 
roofs left of Groovy Tube Day. 

Other major routes include The 
Big Time (E5 6a) by Littlejohn, 
Tony Penning and John Harwood 
taking the large open groove 
which dominates the wall right of 
Main Overhang, Berlin (E4 6b), a 
superb pitch up the staggered 
groove just to its left (Gibson) and 
Salem's Lot (E5 6b), a hard, bold 
pitch up the wall to the right of Big 
Time (Sharp and Lewis). The area 
traversed by On the Broadwalk is 
now criss-crossed with excellent 
pitches climbed by Gibson, 
Penning and Sharp, and the latter 
has also completed a stunning 
girdle along the lip of the Main 
Overhang - Cautious Lip (E6 6b) . 
The only other notable happening 
was at Taffs Well Quarry, where 
Sharp placed a couple of bolts and 
climbed Genghis Khan (E5 6b) on 
the wall right of Painted Bird, 
proclaiming it the best route on 
the crag: a rash statement since 
Crowman remains unrepeated, 
but the bolts could be a major 
attraction on a crag like Taffs Well. 
Pat Littlejohn 

PEAK DISTRICT 

Limestone 
With the recent prolonged winter 
those of us who were still keen to 
climb searched some of the more 
esoteric, sheltered areas in and 
around the Peak District. The area 
where most of this activity has 
occurred has been Horseshoe 
quarry, where in excess of 25 new 
routes have been climbed. The 
quarry is situated 500m up the 
road from Stoney West. 

Horseshoe quarry is similar in 
appearance to parts of the Avon 
gorge (not the good bits). The 
quarry has been treated as 
something of a winter playground 
by a certain group of people, and 
as such has been thoroughly 
worked out with a plethora of 
bolts on most routes. 

On the lower tier the best of the 
routes are Megalithic Man and 
Private Prosecution, climbed by 
Ian French, and Southern Man by 
John Godding. On the upper tier 
the finest route here, and possibly 
in the quarry, is Mr Blue Skies by 
Chris Wright; all these routes are 
graded E4 6b. 

Another "new" crag is to be 
found eighteen miles east of 
Sheffield, and is known as Roche 
Abbey; this small and compact 
crag is situated above the Abbey 
car park. Although it is quite likely 
that the majority of routes have 
been climbed previously, none 
have been recorded. Of the best 
routes to be found here are 
Habitue (E3 5c), Abbey Habit 
(E3 5c) and Bad Habits (E3 6a), and 
on another section 200yds from 
the main area is Golden Chalice 
(E3 5c). All routes were led by 
Graham Parkes and seconded by 
Chris Craggs. 

On the other limestone cliffs 
little has been done; the most 
notable contribution has been 
Quentin Fisher's direct start to 
Wilton Ravensdale. Fisher spent a 
day climbing the direct start and 
another two days trying to finish 
Wilt, and the outcome was the 
obvious Wilt Alternative (E5 6c) . 

On Ravens Tor Nigel Slater has 
given Koran a direct start, making 
the route a much finer proposition 
at E5 6a. 

Gritstone 
Usually the winter rock of the Peak 
District, the winter snows up until 



March have left the majority of 
cliffs impossible to climb ori and 
only suitable for cornice jumping! 

On the Roches, Nick Dixon 
climbed the wall left of Slippery 
Jim to give Catastrophe 
International (E5 6c) . At Bosley 
Cloud Dixon climbed the arete 
right of V Chimney to give Why 
Kill Time When You Can Kill a 
Friend (E5 6a), another gritstone 
scary! 

Since the thaw Jonny Dawes 
has been most active, releasing 
his pent-up energies on some of 
the gritstone's last great 
problems. At Harth ill quarry he 
climbed the bulge right of 
Demented Dentist at E3 6c. The 
first major route of the year to fall 
was the arete at Robin Hoods 
Stride, which a few climbers had 
top roped but none had dared to 
lead. Dawes, after practice, 
climbed the arete, producing 
Chautauqua, a route at " E7" 6c 
standard . This route has since had 
a second ascent by John Dunn, 
who after top roping led the route 
with four falls from near the top, 
but was fortunate enough to have 
a running be layer! The next line to 
fall was the fantastic main wall at 
Dukes quarry. After cleaning the 
line and placing the protection 
Dawes made a superb lead ofthis 
wall finding a 6c move 20' out 
from gear. Dukes Wall ("E7'' 6c) 
was the end result. 

Dawes' finest hour was at Black 
Rocks. After top rope practice he 
managed to climb the aretetothe 
left of Curving Arete, an 
outstanding achievement. The 
route has a technical 7a crux 
which is well protected, but then 
finishes with an unprotected 6c 
move 30-40' above the ground. As 
yet Dawes has withheld name and 
grade; maybe it's sufficient to say 
that he actually scared himself 
thinking about the route . An 
outstanding start to the year for 
Dawes - let's just hope it lasts! 

It will be interesting to note the 
trend on gritstone routes in the 
near future. There are still major 
unclimbed lines, the majority of 
which have little or no protection. 
These routes are of the severest 
grade and will therefore be top 
roped or practised prior to the 
lead. As such a traditional 
subsequent ascent will be out of 
the question. Maybe some . 
climbers can come to terms with 
severely injuring themselves on a 
first ascent, but I feel very few can 
do the same for a second ascent. 
So there is the possibility of 
routes that will only ever have one 
ascent, and are then top roped 
thereafter. 
Chris Gore 

At last the laughable dual 
standards of British outcrop 
climbing have been brought into 
sharp focus. Many of Dawes' 
routes are longer if not harder 
than their limestone counterparts, 
but the leading exponents of the 
latter have no hesitation in 
placing several bolts on abseil to 
protect their routes. 

Surely the future of British 
outcrop climbing should lie with 
the non-destructive top roping of 
small climbs, which would allow 
for eventual clean ascents by 
sufficiently brave and gifted 
individuals, rather than the 
reduction, by bolting, of our little 
crags to pointless, Buoux style, 
climbing gymnasia. - Ed. 

UNITED STATES 

Fine Weather Hits Colorado 

COLORADO 

The weather so far this year has 
been outrageous, actually better 
than last summer or fall . In 
Eldorado Canyon there has been a 
lot of activity with quite a few hard 
new routes still being squeezed 
in . On the West Ridge, in between 
Wing Shot and Blues Power, 
Charlie Fowler freed Office Girls 
Walk the Plank. This is a severely 
overhanging finger and hand 
crack at 5.12+ . Just to the left of 
As You Like It, Fowler and Kyle 
Copeland added their own . 
memorial to our recent national 
tragedy with Dead Teachers in 
Space. This ascends a thin crack 
system via 5.12 lieback moves. 
Also on the West Ridge, Dale 
Goddard led the difficult Evictor. 
This 5.12c follows the beginning 
section of the Center Route and 
then moves out left and up. To the 
left of Poly Gap, Mark Rolofson 
and Bob Horan top roped Space 
Neutralization at 5.11 d or 12a. 
Horan later led the climb. In the 
descent gully between the West 
Ridge and Tower 1 and near East 
Crack, Christian Griffith did an 
east facing top rope problem . An 
undercling followed by a 
pocketed wall gives The 
Pompadue Center at 5.12d. On the 
Red Garden Wall Fowler led what 
may have been an old top rope 
problem between Psycho and 
Evangeline. The route starts at 
Psycho and moves up and left. 
Sparse protection makes Cruel 
and Unusual, a 5.11 + r or x lead. 
Griffith and Chris Hall added a 
new pitch from the ledge on Le 
Toitto the exposed stance on 
Rosy Cruxifiction. The pitch goes 
straight up a series of seams and 
then over a roof. One bolt was 
placed on rappel. There is a 
question if Bob Candelaria may 
have led this 5.11 d (r) pitch before. 
To the right of C'est La Vie Griffith 
climbed a difficult face with four 
bolts for protection. Name is 
unknown but the grade is 5.12c. 
To the right of Black Walk, Mike 
Brooks put up a new pitch of face 
climbing at 5.11 - with two bolts 
preplaced. On Cadillac Crag, 
Copeland and Fowler climbed the 
first buttress putting up Drop Me a 
Line (5.10-). The same pair also 
added a new route on the upper 
Peanuts Wall . Advanced Rock 
Craft is a large overhanging 
dihedral that required a full 
spectrum of protection including 
copperheads, bolts and pins with 
the pins being placed on rappel. 
Bob Horan soon repeated the 
climb and confirmed a 5.12 grade. 
Looking for something rea l_ly ha_rd 
to do Griffith teamed up with 8111 
Myers to combine Scary Canary 
and Mellow Yellow to give one of 
Eldorado's most continuous 
climbs with two pitches of 5.12 
and three of 5.11 +. 

In the Flatirons, on the Back 
Porch formation, Dale Goddard 

was finally rewarded for his 
efforts at freeing The Five Year 
Plan. Griffith later repeated this 
long roof problem and declared it 
to be one of the area's hardest 
(5.13b) and best test pieces. Dan 
Hare and Eric Goukas climbed two 
new routes. To the right of 
Tommy Gun is Off the Hook, a 
serious 5.11 a(r) and Carnal 
Knowledge is a thin 5.12a(r) crack 
near You'll Go Blind near the 
Matron . On the High Energy Crag 
in Boulder Canyon Gray Ringsby 
top roped the wall on the left side 
to give Eugenics War. The 
climbing is reputed to be much 
harder than Tourist Extravaganza, 
5.12, but no grade is given . 
Another variation pitch was 
added to Castle Rock. Spin Off is 
the 5.11 crack just to the left of the 
second pitch of Country Club. This 
by Myers, John Ho'nhart, Dan 
Michaels and Mark Sonnenfeld. 

The South Platte area 
continues to offer many fine 
granite climbs. A revised guide to 
the area will soon be out and any 
new route info should be sent to 
Pete Hubbel, 160 Osceola St, 
Denver, CO 80219. On Snake 
Buttress, to the right of Rue Boy, 
is Jo' Bubba, a 5.1 0a/b by Hubbel, 
Chip Wilson , Brett Bristol, Noel 
Childs and Jerry Rock. On Sphinx 
Rock, Dave Daingle and Steve 
Jenkins climbed Cheops. This is 
the face to the left of the second 
pitch of Locksmith and is 5.1 0c/d. 
At Squat Rocks, Hubbel and Emily 
Busch climbed Jelly Omo/et, a 
5.1 Ob girdle starting from below 
Elusive Wapiti and finishing with 
Ghost Image. Elusive Wapiti 
Direct goes straight up from the 
second bolt of E.W. with 5.10b(r) 
climbing by Wilson and Childs. 
To the left of Flashdance is Smut 
Puppy, a 5.11 a face by Childs and 
Hubbel. To the right of Flashdance 
is Urban Renewaf (5.9-) and to the 
right of this is Misfit Kids, 5.9+ , 
both by Dave Gottenborg, Hubbel 
and Busch. At Bucksnort Slabs 
the previously reported Trout/ 
Baker route has been called Left 
Out. On the face right of Buck 
Fever Robbi Baker and Ken Trout 
also climbed Shake and Bake at 
5.1 0c. Mark Rolofson and Scott 
Reynolds free climbed the aid 
route Hooked on a Feeling using a 
new second pitch. This 5.12 climb 
caused a bit of dismay to the 
original ascentionist, Allen Pattie, 
as some of the aid points were 
literally removed, i.e. rivets and 
hook flakes. Yet another debate 
point to ponder lest we get bored. 
To the left of this climb Rolofson 
and Mike Lowe climbed a difficult 
two pitch face called Hurricane 
Gloria at 5.12a/b. Protection was a 
combination of on lead and rap 
bolts. 

On Sunshine Wall, Fred the 
Crack, 5.9+ by Bill Robert and Mac 
McNeal, is to the right of Flakes of 
Wrath. The old aid crack right of 
Saurian has been freed at 5.12c/d 
by Bill Myers. Saurian has been 

completed all the way to the top 
by Chip Wilson and Noel Childs. 
Now called Standard Route at 
5.11 it is being compared to 
Astroman! ! ! 011 the Little Etive 
Slabs, Pete and Carlie Hubbel and 
Bristol did Three's A Pair, a 5.6 
corner on the left side. Hurdi 
Gurdi Man is a 5.9- girdle starting 
left of Night Shift by Hubbel and 
partner. Once Upon a Thyme, 5.7, 
is the face left of Three 's A Pair by 
Dan McGee and party. JAFG, 5.7, 
is another McGee route traversing 
left of the previous two routes to a 
crack. At Squat Rocks, Mutant 
Dwarf is a 5.9 traverse starting up 
the crux of Sticky Fingers then 
across to Gob Knobbier. Gob 
Knobbier is the 5.1 0(r) 
preprotected face right of Peters 
Out, also by Hubbel. Di's Escape 
avoids the offwidth of Branded by 
taking a 5.8 traverse left via a flake 
(Diana Bailey and Hubbel). On the 
Ding Domes John Bowman did 
the face and roof crack right of Bat 
Crack during Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde, at 5.9+ . The water streak 
left of Bat Crack also goes at 5.9. 
At Bucksnort Slabs two variations 
to the second pitch of Over and 
Out were added. The offwidth 
corner to the right is 5.1 0a by 
Hubbel and Sara Brown while the 
bulging crack through the roof is 
5.8+ by Brown, Bailey and Lynn 
Fletcher. At On Top of the World, 
McGee climbed the obvious 
dihedral on the left buttress giving 
The Sandwich at 5.1 0a. On the 
Slab, Slime Mold is a 5.8+ 
chimney and offwidth on the left 
side by Hubbel and Andy Archer. 
Ken Trout and party added two 
routes to Sunshine Dome. Buffalo 
Tears is a 5.10a face left of 
Borderline Boulevard and left of 
this is Buffalo Soldiers, a 5.11 a 
face. On Wigwam Rolofson added 
a direct start to El Supremo, 
Violent Energy is 5.11 d/12a 
vertical face climbing. There has 
been a lot of activity on the 
extensive Boulder Pile rocks. 
Warmer Crack is the 5.8+ fist 
crack on the east wall of the 
Dihedral Way formation by Dave 
Mccandliss, Hubbel and Bristol. 
The same party also did 
Variations on a Theme, a 5.7 crack 
north of the previous route and 
Bushido, a 5.9+ chimney/roof on 
the pillar east of Dihedral Way. On 
Thriller Pillar, Hubbel and 
Marianne Durr climbed the 
chimney system on the west face, 
naming it Munge/oid(5.7). The 
crack to the left of this chimney is 
Piranha, a 5.1 0a by Bristol and 
John Durr. 
The chimney left of Piranha is 
Conniption Fit, a 5.9+ by Hubbel 
and Brown. Finally, to the left of 
this is an overhanging offwidth to 
finger crack called Short as Shit, 
Hard as Hell, a 5.11 A 1 effort by 
Bristol, J . Durr, Hubbel, Bo 
Bohannon and Deaun Schovajsa. 
On Shadow Wall the hand crack 
left of the obvious chimney is 
Alterations, a 5.8 by Hubbel and 
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Dick Vanlandingham. The layback 
to the left of this is Shadowline 
(5.7) by Hubbel and Brown. At 
Holding Block Hubbel and Brown 
did Tricky Dicky, a 5.9 crack which 
starts behind a small tree near the 
centre ofthe face and curves right. 
Community Affair is the 5.1 0d 
finger crack starting in the large 
chimney above the second pitch 
of Tricky Dicky by Hubbel, 
Bohannon and Schovajsa. The 
prominent chimney above the last 
belay of Tricky Dicky is So Fine by 
Hubbel at 5.8. The finger crack to 
the right of this is Hesitation 
Blues, a 5.1 0a/b by Hubbel and M. 
Durr. Right of this climb is Stem to 
Stern, a 5.1 Obie offsize crack of 
Hubbel, Bristol and Mccandliss. 
On Tree Slab Cheap Shot is the 
5.8 offwidth on the right corner by 
Hubbel and Van Landingham. Left 
of this is the finger to handcrack 
Surprised, a 5.6+ by the same 
pair. Again, to the left is Pink 
Tights which is a 5. 7 crack by 
Hubbel and M. Durr. On 
Arrowhead The Surveyor(5.7) by 
Hubbel and Brown, is the offsize 
craci< on the east face. On the west 
side of Green Slab Gottenborg 
and Sam Green did Omnique, a 
5.8 crack and corner system. And 
finally Hubbel and Brown did the 
crack system on the top of Green 
Slab naming it Evening Light(5.7) . 

In the Narrows of the Big 
Thompson Canyon, Mark Wilford 
and Mike Mccarron climbed the 
white granite dyke on the north 
side of the river. Penis Envy is a 
three pitch 5.10+/11-. Just to the 
right the same pair climbed an 
excellent four pitch route which 
follows a steep slab, overhanging 
dihedral and then a steep arete. 
Near Future, at 5.11 + /12-, is one 
of the best climbs in the canyon. 
With Barbara Busse, Wilford and 
Mccarron also climbed the 
intimidating green wall to the left 
of Penis Envy. Steep face climbing 
with imaginary protection makes 
Another Tricky Day, 5.11- x-, just 
that. At Horsetooth, the painfully 

THE ALPS 

WESTERN ALPS 
In the Alps, the winter was not 
particularly good due to low 
temperatures and poor ice 
conditions, following a warm and 
dry autumn. 

But we should notice that 
winter climbing is changing: 
connecting routes in a short time 
was the main idea of most of the 
climbers. 

Two Swiss guides, Erhard 
Lotetan and Andre Georges, 
linked up 30 mountains (28 above 
4000ml from Zermatt to Zina I in 
less than 20 days. They did this 
lightly equipped, and twice an 
helicopter brought them some 
food. 

Christophe Profit, who soloed 
the three big North faces of the 
Alps (Eiger - 3970m, Matterhorn -
4470m, and Grandes Jorasses -
4110ml in less than 24 hours, 
wanted to do the same in winter. 
He started on ,March 1 0 by the 
Eperon Crozon the Grandes 
Jorasses; conditions were very 
bad and it took him eight hours 
instead of five or six to climb the 
face. Then he flew down with a 
parachute to Italy and had a ride in 
an helicopter to Zermatt. But after 
losing the route on the north face 
of the Matterhorn and wasting 
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obvious roof and arete on the 
centre dam was climbed by 
Wilford and Mike and Dennis 
Mccarron. A poorly protected 
lunge from the lip ofthe roof gains 
the arete of Erector, 5.11 + (r) . 

There has been much recent 
development in Eleven Mile 
Canyon. This area is located 40 
miles west of Colorado Springs 
on Hwy 24. Cliff locations are 
found by the mileage given. 
Guardian Cliff, (0.2 mi.) Mind 
Games (5.11 + r) is the obvious 
slanting dihedral with scary pro 
by Will Gadd and Dale Goddard. 
Revolt of The Colt Brigade (5.11 -) 
traverses into the overhanging 
dihedral by Bob D'Antonio. At 
Eagle Ridge, (4.0 mi), My Dog 
Could Have Died, 5.11 + (r), goes 
up a flake to an overhanging face 
and Book With a Loose Binding, 
5.11-, goes up the Book to a bolt. 
Both climbs by D'Antonio and 
Brent Kertzman. At Sport Crag, 
(5.1 mi), Ecstacy and Wise Guys, 
5.11 (r), goes up the left slanting 
crack till it dies out and then 
continues on face climbing (by 
D'Antonio) . Teaming up with 
Mark Rolofson, D'Antonio 
managed Moon Age 
Daydreaming, 5.12, which goes 
up the blank dihedral to a bolt and 
then up a crack to the top. 
Albatross is the obvious 5.12c 
finger crack by Chris Piesker 
(Australia), while Shock the 
Monkey, 5.12, follows the 18ft 
roof crack (D'Antonio and 
Rolofson) . Desmond Dynamos 
(5.12-) uses dynamic moves to 
reach a crack system. (Frank Hill 
(UK) and D'Antonio) . Concrete 
Slippers (5.11 r) is a face climb 
with two bolts for protection. 
(Kevin Lindorff (Australia), 
D'Antonio and Hill) . At Short Cliff 
(6.3 mi), Lindorff, D'Antonio and 
Hill did Captain Cod Piece, a 5.11 
thin crack and face and Skid Mark, 
a 5.10 r arete climb. D'Antonio 
later added a Direct Start to the 
arete at 5.11 . Located at 7 .0 mi are 
some hard new climbs. Race with 

time, he gave up. 
Actually, that same day, Ivan 

Ghirardini, who was soloing the 
Bonatti route on the north face of 
the Matterhorn, stopped as well. 

Eric Escoffier was in the 
"competition" too. He also 
wanted to climb the big north 
faces, but never got around to it 
because each time he started, so 
did the bad weather!. But he 
decided to climb the Couloir 
Cordier on the Verte (4122ml, the 
Davaille Route on the north face of 
the Droites, and Swiss Route on 
the north face of the Courtes, and 
the North Face of The Trio/et. In 
three hours he was on the top of 
the Verte, then the helicopter took 
him down toles Droites. He 
climbed the route in 5 hours 30 
minutes. There were poor ice 
conditions on the top, and his 
fingers got frostbitten . He was 
lifted from the summit of the 
Droites to the foot of the Swiss 
Route of the Courtes. Then at 
about 100m from the summit of 
the Courtes, he was rescued by 
helicopter. 

It seems like helicopters have 
been used quite a lot this winter! 

On March 19, Jean Marc Boivin 
connected four north faces in 17 
hours. He started by the Grassi 

a Demon (5.11) follows a crack up 
the overhanging wall (D'Antonio 
and Shawn Wilson), Bruised but 
Not Battered (5.12-) is a thin crack 
up a forty foot block (D'Antonio 
and Chris Hill), and Last Farewell 
(5.11 + r) is the other thin crack on 
the same block (D'Antonio). Will 
Gadd climbed the double tiered 
roof crack to give Spies vs. Spies 
at 5.12. The overhanging hand 
crack of Tesuque (5.10+ ) was 
done by D' Antonio. At Indulgence 
Crag, (7 .8 mi) , Small Offering is a 
short bolt protected face at 5.12-
by D'Antonio and Goddard. The 
Sanctuary(5.12c) is a traverse into 
an overhanging , hard to protect 
crack by Neil Cannon and 
D'Antonio. Goddard did the thin 
roof crack to give The Holding 
Hand, 5.12, while Catholic Girls is 
a 5.11- crack system with unusual 
moves at the top. This by 
Goddard, Gadd and D'Antonio 
who also did The Vatican, a 
technical th in crack at 5.12c. 
Rolofson climbed the left lean ing 
arch of Crimes of Fashion at 5.12 
and The Whim, 5.11 c(r), follows a 
crack up to some wild arete 
moves by Goddard and 
D'Antonio. At Cone Campground, 
(8.2 mi), Savage Grace, 5.11 + (r), 
follows the seam to a bolt 
protected face, (D'Antonio and 
Gadd), and Breakfast in America 
is the 5.11 finger crack. (Pete 
O'Donovan (UK), D'Antonio and 
Alec Sharp) . Baboon Rock, at 8.6 
mi, has Fly or Fry, a 5.11 protected 
seam by Peter Gallaher and John 
Kato and No Surrender, a 5.11 +(r) 
overhanging dihedral by 
D'Antonio and Gallager. At the 
Fortress (end ofthe canyon) is The 
Hurting, a 5.12-(r) finger crack 
with sleazy jams and Thief of 
Rock, a 5.12b crack to the left of 
The Hurting with sequential 
jamming (both by D'Antonio) . 

At Bigot Rock, (2 .7 mi), is Will 
Power, an obvious 5.12- dihedral 
by Neil Cannon, Gadd and 
D'Antonio while Arm Race 
follows a 25foot roof crack at 5.12-

Route on the Verte (1 h 30), flew 
down to the bottom of the Droites 
with a parachute; then climbed 
the North Face of The Droites in 
3h 30, went down with a hang
glider, spent 2h 30 on the Courtes 
and from there flew down again 
with a hang-glider to the bottom 
of the Shroud on the Grandes 
Jorasses, which he climbed in 4h 
30, descending by hang-glider to 
Cham on ix. 

Just before, Jean Marc Boivin 
soloed in a day the Gou/ottel 
Gabarrouon Mont Blanc de Tacul 
(4245ml and did the ascent of the 
Mont Maudit and then Mont 
Blanc. He descended to Chamonix 
with a parachute. On March 7, he 
did the first solo ascent in winter 
of a route he climbed with Patrick 
Vallenyant (in 1975) on the Grand 
Pilier d'Angle on Mont Blanc. It 
took him 5h 30 to climb the 800m 
route with some pitches at 80° and 
he did a new pitch at the top, 
between the Bonatti Route and 
the Affanassief Route. 

On Mont Maudit, Patrick 
Gabarrou and Herve Bouvard did 
the first winter ascent of the 
Directissime on the East Face. 
They climbed the 600m route in 
12h, and on March 21 Gabarrou, 
Dominique Marquis and Wojteck 

aga in by D'Antonio. 
In the Turkey Rock area, on the 

Rightovers Crag, Dale Goddard 
and Will Gadd climbed Infraction 
(5.12b). This ascends the vertical 
arete right of Back to the Zodiac. 
Five bolts were placed on rappel 
much to the locals ' disapprova l. A 
petit ion is being raised by some 
to have the route removed . 

Late News 

Five Year Plan is the old aid climb 
of Space Time Inversion. 

On Space Neutralizer, Horan 
placed one pin on lead when he 
led it. His second was Steve 
Sangdahl. 

When Bob Horan did the 
second ascent of Advanced 
Rockcraftwith Rolofson, he not 
only flashed the route but added a 
direct finish to it at 5.10(r). 

Mark Rolofson's second on 
Violent Energy was Tom 
Englebock. The protection bolts 
on this route were a combination 
of on lead and rappel placed. 

Another new route to add to the 
South Platte area on the Sun 
Formation is Sketch Book by 
Charlie Fowler and Kyle 
Copeland. This is a double 
overhanging corner at 5.12a/b 
which needed a rest point to 
brush some holds. Also new from 
the same area is a climb on 
Sunshine Wall by Myers, Ray 
Ringle and Sonnefield called Far 
Reaches. This is a thin seam and 
crack at 5.12a. 

The route Carnal Knowledge by 
Goukas and Hare was first top 
roped by Goukas and Henry 
Lester. In the previous report it 
was stated that Alan Lester did 
Leeping Lizards when in fact it 
was Henry Lester. 

Mark Wilford 

Gala (from Poland) did the first 
winter ascent of a route between 
the Aiguille de Leschaux and the 
Petites Jorasses, a route that P. 
Gabarrou and J. P. Michaux first 
climbed in 1978. 

During the very cold period in 
Chamonix two British climbers, 
Phil Thornhill and Chris Dale, did a 
new route between the Aiguille du 
Pan and the Aiguille du 
Crocodine. They named it Bad 
Craziness (brrrr! -20°!) and spent 
February 5, 6 and 7 on this route of 
650m, graded E.D.-. 

Between the Central Pillar and 
the North Pillar of Freney, on the 
south face of Mont Blanc, Patrick 
Gabarrou and Franyois Marsigny 
climbed a new route in May 84. 
Benoit Grison made the first 
winter solo ascent of it in eight 
hours, on March 19 1986. 

Aiguille du Chardon net-Glacier 
d'Argentiere : Jean Pierre Mansart 
and Fabrice Biraghy did the first 
winter ascent of the complete 
West Face (800ml in 5h 30. And 
they skied down in 4h (some steep 
sections at 45° to 55°) by the same 
route (apparently Daniel 
Chauchefoin did the first descent 
in May 81) . 

Nadege Chable 
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AUSTRALIA 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Recent visits by eastern 
Australian climbers Kim Carrigan 
and Dave Wag land have resulted 
in a crop of fine hard new routes in 
this usually quiet state. 

Willyabrup 
The state's most popular crag, a 
sea cliff 250km to the south of 
Perth, has seen the bulk of this 
activity. Carrigan freed a 
spectacular Sm ceiling to give 
KGB (26). His shorter variant 
across the same roof is Escape 
Hatch (24). Other roofs he also 
freed were the problematic 
Northern Roof(25) and a 6m hand 
crack, Kub/a Khan (24). Because of 
the nature of the crag, a typical 
route has a hard start, often a roof, 
followed by easier climbing 
above. In this same style is 
Delving Devoids(25), an excellent 
contribution from Dave Wag land, 
who also freed an old aid route, 
Chariots of Fire, to produce Rape 
and Pillage (23) . From the grunts 
of Carrigan, an awkward offwidth 
crack became Pas de Levitation 
(23), while a short roof turned out 
Bottoms Up (22) . 

To the right of all these ceilings 
is the only face to yield sustained 
routes. The first of an iron-handed 
trilogy to breach this wall is 
Stainless Steel (21) by Mark 
Gommers, one of the crag's best. 
To its right, Carrigan added Steel 
Yourse/f(21) and to its left Heavy 
Metal (24), both routes of similar 
quality, whilst a shorter aid 
problem , Ulster Madness, went 
free at 24. Up a juggy overhang at 
the left end of the cliff, he also 
climbed Welcome to Arapiles 
(21) . 

The Northern Buttress also 
produced several good routes. 
Gommers climbed an elegant 
face giving Green Stone (22), 
while Dave Wag land was 
responsible for Future Grins (22). 
On the same wall, Carrigan led the 
dangerous Finis Fatale (21 ). 

The Gap 
On the sea cliffs close to Albany, a 
popular tourist haunt was found 
to have excellent potential. In the 
yawning zawn of the Gap itself, 
Carrigan established a number of 
brilliant routes, all of which have 
rappel access. The best of these is 
Fear No Evil (23), a 40m classic 
which starts from the crests of the 
waves. On two different days and 
on two separate climbs, belayers 
were repeatedly swamped 
beneath huge waves. During one 
of these incidents Dampness at 
Noon (22), a strenuous overhung 
corner, was climbed. Also in the 
Gap, a long cornerN-chimney 
produced Vee-Wheeze (21 ). On 
the relatively safe surrounding 
cliffs, a wafer-thin flake yielded 
Softly Softly (23). 

West Cape Howe 
Also in the Albany region is West 
Cape Howe, the most southerly 
point of the state, hence it 
receives the roughest seas 
imaginable. At the Throne of the 
Gods, an area above a large 
platform, Carrigan climbed 
several cracks. On the left is 
Corruption in High Places (23), 
whilst the right hand line is Bobby 
Dazzler (21 ). On the Black Wall, a 
far more exposed face with abseil 
access, Dave Wag land climbed 
Flickering Indices (22), a crack 
finishing atop the Black Pyramid. 

To its right, Point Taken (22), by 
Carrigan, is a fine arete ending at 
the same ledge. Higher on the 
right, his final contribution was 
The Dreaded Lurgy (22), another 
daunting arete. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Red Rocks 
This fairly remote desert area 
receives only spasmodic 
attention, despite the quality of 
the climbing. An optimistic Dave 
Brayshaw devised Charlie Goes 
Surfing (23), a tricky proposition 
in the desert, while a strenuous 
crack, Flibbertigibbet (23), was 
climbed by Carrigan . In fading 
daylight, he also managed 
Twilight Sailing (24), a superb 
slab, as well as the bulging, bold 
flake, Caught in Slips (23). 
Kim Carrigan 

Fun Meet at Arapiles 
The Victorian Climbing Club 
(V.C.C.) of Australia is organising 
an international rock climbing 
meet, to be held from 26th 
October to 4th November 1986, at 
Mt. Ara piles, Victoria, Australia . 
The meet is by climbers, for 
climbers, with the emphasis on 
climbing, fun and international 
exchange. There will be minimal 
officiousness of organisation. 
Some funding has been provided 
by our Victorian Government's 
Department of Sport and 
Recreation. If you want to give a 
slide show, or require further 
information, write to: 
Louise Shepherd 
Secretary 
V.C.C. 
P.O.Box 1725P 
Melbourne, 3001 
Australia. 

FRANCE 
Left: The current state of play at 
Buoux, as of Easter 1986. Parking 
is still a problem, and you will get 
done if you park on the tarmac 
road leading to the auberge - the 
going rate is 260 francs plus. 
Photo: Bernard Newman. 

Verdon Film Festival 
Local resident climbers, Bernard 
Gorgeon and Pete Harrop are 
organising an informal festival of 
films and a general get together 
for climbers, at La Palud. The 
dates have been set from the 12th 
to the 17th of July. Admission fees 
to the films are nominal, and there 
will be a chance to meet leading 
climbers such as Patrick Edlinger 
who will be showing some of his 
own remarkable films. It is hoped 
to establish this as a full blown 
festival in future years. 

Expatriate Britons Pete Harrop 
and wife Cherry have recently 
opened a climbing shop in La 
Palud, called the Perrouquet Vert, 
which should prove really handy 
for replacing the odd rope you 
had to leave behind on 
Necronomicron during that 
lightning storm, or all your gear 
after parking in the centre of 
Marseilles. They are also the 
Verdon area correspondents for 
Mountain, and have initiated a 
new-routes book at the shop. 
Bernard Newman 

1986 Boardman Tasker Prize 
The members of the Memorial 
Trust invite publishers to make 
submissions for the 1986 
Boardman Tasker Prize. The 
award of £1,000to commemorate 
the lives of Peter Boardman and 
Joe Tasker, will be given to the 
author or co-authors of an original 
work which has made an 
outstanding contribution to 
mountain literature. 

Books with a mountain, not 
necessarily mountaineering, 
theme whether fiction, non
fiction, drama or poetry, written 
in the English language (initially 
or in translation) will be eligible. 
The entry must be in book format, 
and not the format of a magazine 
or other periodical or anthology. 

The Prize will be awarded for a 
work published or distributed in 
the United Kingdom for the first 
time between 1st November 1985 
and 31st October 1986. 

The Chairman of the judges for 
1986 will be W. H. (Bill) Murray, an 
outstanding writer and climber, 
renowned especially for his book 
'Mountaineering in Scotland'. The. 
other members of the panel are Al 
Alvarez, novelist and leading 
literary critic and an enthusiastic 
rock climber; and Jim Curran, 
senior lecturer in media studies at 
Bristol Polytechnic, 
mountaineering film-maker and 
writer. 

It would help the judges if books 
could be submitted as soon as 
they are available but certainly by 
1st August 1986. Please send 
three copies of each book entered 
(or page-proofs if necessary) with 
an entry form for each title. No 
restriction is placed on the 
number of entries each publisher 
may make. 

Entry forms are available from: 
Dorothy Boardman, Secretary, 56 
St. Michael's Avenue, Bramhall, 
Stockport, Cheshire, SK7 2PL. Tel: 
061 439 4624. 

21 



Above: Thierry Renault crossing the 7b (French), roof of Ma Dalton on the South Face of the Aiguille du Midi, during the first free ascent. 
Photo: Rene Robert. Opposite Page: Une Gueule du Diable (6c+ ), near the Envers hut. Photo: Piola . 

MONT BLANC ROCK 
by Michel Piola 
The history and evolution of alpinism has 
shown that all progress has in fact been built 
upon a solid historical base. 

This clearly signifies that there is little 
chance of a real revolution in climbing and 
all the well known leading climbers, from 
Preuss to Bonatti and on through Harlin, 
Lachenal, Messner and Profit, who personify 
for the public a totally innovative style (due 
mainly to their personalities) have in fact 
only progressed following a logical evolution, 
rather than branching out in a new direction. 

Thus the present crop of solo and ultra
rapid ascents is not that new, and this form 
of exploit, reserved for a very tiny minority 
of the elite, represents for the media the one 
and only face of contemporary climbing. 

However, while all this has been going 
on, a totally new style of climbing in the 
Mont Blanc massif has sprung up which, in 
my opinion, represents a most profound 
change in the very way the mountain is 
regarded. 

This approach stems directly from the 
development of practice crags on lower 
ground, with rock climbing at higher and 
higher standards and a bias towards routes 
that are synonymous with quality and sec
urity. To gain a clearer perspective, we 
must look back a few years and analyse 
what has happened since the start of the 
'80s. 
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The 1982 Mini-Boom and an Historical 
Perspective 

Before 1982 there were a number of 
warning signs, for those who were alert, 
that change was coming to the kingdom of 
Mont Blanc: rock climbing was really taking 
off. Several clashes regarding resolutely 
"sportive" and modern alpinism had 
already been precipitated by individuals 
such as Patrick Cordier (new routes on the 
Aiguille du Roe and the Pointe Lepiney) 
and Jean-Claude Droyer with his attempts 
to free the most well-known routes. 

1982, however, is the key date in my eyes , 
with intensive exploitation of the immense 
possibilities offered by areas such as L'Envers 
des Aiguilles, and the advent of difficult, 
blank slab routes, protected by expansion 
bolts, which culminated in Monsieur de 
Mesmaekeron the Aig. du Midi and Voyage 
Selon Gulliver on the Grand Capucin. 

The enthusiasm to make repeat ascents 
over the following years, and the readiness 
to embrace the new style of climbing, 
resulted in a steady increase in new routes 
of all difficulties (by 1985 reaching VIia + 
on sight), and confirmed with a flash of 
lightning that safe rock climbing, for its own 
sake, met a real need. 

In order to trumpet to everyone that 
something extraordinary and innovative 
had happened, we must again look back at 

least ten years, to see that the English
speaking countries were already way ahead 
(of the Continentals) with these types of 
routes. In fact, Valhalla and Rebolting Wall 
on Suicide Rock in the USA (slab routes put 
up on sight in 1970 at 5.11) came 15 years 
before the hardest equivalent routes in the 
Mong Blanc massif - Folies Belgeres on the 
Requin or Dimanche Soir on the Peigne. 
Main Climbing Areas 

From 1982, a series of exceptionally 
warm and dry summers, unfavourable to ice 
routes, had perhaps more influence than we 
thought on the choice of those making the 
seasonal influx to Chamonix. There has been 
a marked infatuation with certain qualities 
of the routes , such as perfect granite, shortish 
approaches, in-situ protection (pegs plus 
bolts - but with nuts remaining indispensable) 
and abseil descent by the line of ascent. 

A resume of the key areas to remember: 
L'Envers des Aigulles 

Morning sunshine and a very large 
number of routes starting from an ultra
congenial position make it incontestably 
No. 1 in this area of the massif. Major classics 
such as the South Face of the Fou run next 
to beautiful modern ones like Marchand de 
Sable (Sandman) on the Tour Rouge, which 
must rank as one of the loveliest granite 
routes of the area . 





SOUTH FACE OF THE AIGUILLE DU MIDI 

\ : 
r' 

24 

A: LA DAME DU LAC 
ED/200m/AoNla 
1st asc: G. Vogler/A. Vogler 30 16/ 1982 

B: SUPER DUPONT 
ED sup. /200m/AoNla 
1st asc : M . Piola /P. A. Steiner 8-915/1984 

WEST SIDE OF THE PILIER ROUTE DE L'AIGUILLE DE BLAITIERE 

Key to Map: 1 - Envers, 2 - Combe Maudite/Grand Capucin, 3 -
South Face of /'Aiguille du Midi, 4 - Requin, 5 - Valley side of 
Chamonix Aiguilles, 6 - Argentiere, 7 - Triente , 8 - Les Drus, 9 -
The Italian side of Mont Blanc massif, JO - The valley crags: 
l'Arveyron and Dome du Chapeau, 11 - The boulders at the Col 
desMontets. 
Opposite Top: Thierry Renault leading one of the crux pitches of 
Directe des Capucine on the East Face of the Grand Capucin. The 
route goes free at French 6c, and starts bottom right of the Bonatti 
Route which it crosses at half height to finish direct. (See Mountain 
98 page 34). Photo: Robert. 
Opposite Left: Renault on La Dame du Lac, a Romain and Gaetano 
Vogler creation on the left side of the Midi South Face. 
Photo: Robert. 
Far Right: Apres Moi le Deluge (7a) on the Dome du Chapeau. 
Photo: Piola. 

Combe Maudite and the Grand Capucin 
The Grand Cap always holds a magical attraction, due to its 

overwhelming verticality and exceptional situation. Lines with a 
high level of involvement and difficult access that shouldn't be 
missed include the classic Bonatti Route (Vic+) and the test piece 
Voyage Se/on Gulliver ( unavoidable Vila, Vlb). 
South Face of I' Aiguille du Midi 

From March onwards many court the charms of the celebrated 
roof of Ma Dalton - a little brother to Separate Reality, the VIIb+ 
in Yosemite - whilst others lump it together, with some justification, 
with the classic. Rebuffat (Via). Some say this isn't an eco/e 
d'escalade, though access is very fast by the 'frique and it fully faces 
south (sunshine!). 
Le Requin (The Shark) 

An area that was developed principally during 1985. It is less 
important but comparable in quality with L'Envers des Aiguilles. 
One must add an important bonus: access by ski during the spring 
enables fantastic one day climbs, mainly on the Pointe 2784m. It is 
also an obligatory pilgrimage for one of the most difficult and 
aesthetic routes of the massif, Folies Belgeres (unavoidable VIia +, 
Vllb free) on Pointe 2801m, put up completely on sight in 1985 as 
a reply to the first ascent after an abseil inspection of Mad Marc on 
the same face the previous year. 





• 
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Left: The first difficult pitch of Sale Affaire 
de Sexe et de Crime, (7a) , on the lower 
Envers slabs. Photo: Pio/a . 

The Valley Side of the Chamonix Aiguilles 
Approached with a bolt drill between the 

teeth from 1980 (Nostradamus, Vile, on the 
Aig. des Pelerins), this area is certain to 
reach the same level as L'Envers des Aiguil
les with some advantageous points of rapid 
access for day routes. Of note during 1985 
were 14 new routes on the West face of the 
Blaitiere and the confirmation of the quality 
of climbing on the slabs of the North West 
of the Peigne (Dimanche Nair, Vila, and 
Le Ticket, Le Carre, Le Rand et la Lune, 
VIb). 

Argentiere 
Another very promising area despite not 

having high walls. Its joker: springtime ski 
access and a number of very exposed faces. 
Trient 

Almost exclusively confined to the Petit 
Clacher du Portalet and the formidable 
crack lines like Etat de Choe (Vila). 

Yosemite ambiance guaranteed! 
LesDrus 

Rock that isn't always perfect but offering 
long routes - a 'dream' corner for Big Walls. 
The Italian Side of Mont Blanc 

Vast and less known. Existing access 
routes, but still guaranteeing a wild atmos
phere, and a region less touched by 
"spitomanie" (bolt mania). 

Whys and Wherefores 
Bolts! This single word that raises the 

hackles of the English-speaking purists has 
become the leitmotif of Continental climb
ing. 

Nobody can say where the truth lies, but 
one thing is apparent in all cases: expansion 
bolts have enabled new routes to be made 
on blank slabs that would have been impos
sible with sole recourse to nuts. Most 
importantly , they ensure very nearly 
optimum security for belays on rock that is 
not necessarily fissured at the right place , 
notwithstanding the problem of inevitable 
descents by abseil. 

Another ethical problem relating to the 
establishment of new routes is that of "on 
sight" as against prior abseil inspection 
ascents. There seems little difference of 
opinion amongst climbers that an on sight 
ascent has a certain adventurous savour and 
a greater sporting value , whilst an abseil 
inspection gives more merit to those who 
first repeat the route rather than those who 
put in the protection. 

It is nevertheless true that knowing 
whether a route has had in-situ protection 
placed on sight or by abseil has little impor
tance to those who follow , it only gives the 
assurance of reliable protection and a line 
that isn 't too illogical. 

The problem posed on the mountain dif
fers considerably from .that of the training 
crags due to the fact that the routes are 
much longer. It is unfortunately apparent 
that in the Mont Blanc region, due to the 
haste of their authors , nearly all the routes 
have been protected on abseil and the 



Right: The scale of Chamonix granite 
climbing is well illustrated by this shot of 
two climbers on Destroy (6c) , a 1985 route 
on the West Face of the Aiguille de 
Blatiere. Photo: Piola. 

results have been extremely mediocre, even 
dangerous: anchor points have often been 
placed illogically or with little reliability. 
(Examples: Mad Marc on Requin , Plus 
Lourd que l'Air on the Blaitiere, Hasta 
Lu ego on the Tour Rouge, etc.) 

One must also add that the technical level 
has cerrainly not been taken into considera
tion (on granite the hardest routes have 
been climbed on sight). 

One can give as a final example the not 
entirely useless parallel of the use of oxygen 
in the Himalaya: the pioneers didn't use it 
( = to leading) , before the overriding desire 
to conquer 8000m mountains led to its 
intensive use ( = to a top rope ascent in 
reality) . Finally , there has been a certain 
return to purism and challenge as nearly 
everyone now agrees that to consider using 
oxygen is a retrogressive step and the 
equivalent of a top roped ascent. 
Conclusion 

To incite all the exclusive habitues of 
"training" crags: come back and climb in an 
environment that has absolutely no equiva
lent in the rest of the Mt. Blanc massif! I 
think it's safe to say that the region has some 
of the best routes on the planet and that 
these will increase in number, as there is still 
an immense range of possibilities waiting to 
be discovered by first ascensionists as well 
as those who make repeats . 

. . . You perhaps? 
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MOUNT THOR 
Direct West Face 
by Eric Brand 

Above: Tom Bepler belaying Earl Redfern on the A4 pitch above the second headwall 
bivouac. 
Opposite Page: The huge, 4,500ft West Face of Mount Thor, Baffin Island Arctic Canada. 
Photos: E,;ic Brand. 
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Mt. Thor is located 16 miles above the Arctic 
Circle in the Weasel Valley on Baffin Island. 
Our goal was to climb the 4,500ft West face, 
tackling the 1,600ft overhanging headwall 
directly. 

Previous attempts on Mt. Thor had ended 
at the base of the headwall , at a huge ledge 
which cleaves the face at two-thirds height , 
and provides a scary 4th class escape route . 
In 1980, a large Japanese expedition 
attempted the face , but retreated after the 
death of a climber. Later that summer, after 
32 days on the face , three American climbers 
were driven from the wall by winds in excess 
of 100 miles· per hour. In 1983 a second 
Japanese team reached the summit via the 
West Face and North Ridge. Their climb 
avoided the headwall , but unfortunately 
ended with the tragic death of a climber 
during a stream crossing. 

John Bagley, Tom Bepler, Earl Redfern 
and I elected to attempt the climb in May 
and June , enabling us to transport our gear 
by native Inuit packers on snowmobiles and 
to avoid the fierce winds that rake the area 
in July and August. We had provisions for 28 
days on the face , but the climb took us 33 
days from leaving our fixed lines. The rock 
was crumbly for the entire route , making 
nailing insecure. Storms , rock fall, and 
severe cold plagued the lower portion of the 
face, as did atrocious hauling conditions . 
Ten of the 12 pitches on the headwall were 
direct aid, and seven of those were A4. 

I arrived on Baffin Island five days before 
the rest of the team to establish our base 
camp. The day after the other climbers 
arrived , we began to carry loads up the first 
1,000 feet of steep snow and class 4 rock. 
The next 2,000 feet of the face were vertical , 
with the last 1,500 feet having an average 
angle of 105 degrees. We climbed the face in 
increments of 600 feet , with the leaders 
stretching out our two 600 ft Blue Water static 
ropes. One rope served as a haul line , the 
other as a guide rope for the hauling system 
and a fixed line for jumaring. We hauled 
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Above: Tom Bepler leading up to the giant roof on the headwall. Photo: Brand. Opposite: Mount Asgard and the Weasal Valley from 
high on the route. Photo: Tom Bepler. 

approximately 1,000 pounds of food and 
gear in multiple smaller loads. 

The first 600 feet of our route involved 
climbing a large right-facing dihedral that 
ended on a snowy platform that we named 
the First Pedestal. The rock here was fairly 
sound, but short sections of snow and ice 
provided great difficulty. 

The rock fall determined our tactics for 
the first 2,000 feet. Atop the pedestal, a 
basketball-sized rock struck Earl and 
knocked him to the ground; his MSR helmet 
saved his life . This incident highlighted the 
seriousness of our position . 

The rocks came from the giant ledge 
2,000 feet up the face. The rubble-strewn 
ledge was nearly 100 feet wide in places and 
was downsloping in its entire length . As 
snow melted on the ledge , it carried rocks 
down the face . John likened climbing this 
section on the wall to his combat experi
ences , except that here you couldn't run 
away! 

It was impossible to place a camp on this 
section of the wall, so we decided to use the 
ledge at the 900 ft level , climbing from the 
pedestal to one-third up the vertical section 
of the face . Progress, utilising downsloping 
metric bolt holes made by the Japanese , 
involved bat-hooking, jammed copper
heads , and various hook , RURP and rivet 
placements. Two of the three bolt ladders 
were solid A4. 

For the most part , this 300 ft section was 
on crackless, crumbly rock, and although 
these were the only bolt ladders on the face , 
someone had removed most of the bolts 
from the ffrst two pitches . On my lead 
through this section, I tested one suspect 
bolt before weighting it . When I twisted it 
with my fingers it came out and shattered 
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the surrounding rock. I am still amazed that 
this piece ever held body weight. 

It was now the second week of May and 
light for 24 hours a day, but whenever 
possible we climbed in the cooler evening 
hours , when there was less falling rock and 
ice. Climbing in shifts of 24 hours or more , 
we were frequently at the edge of our physical 
limitations. 

On May 22, we committed to the wall. 
Tom and John ascended to the ledge at the 
900-ft level. The weather soon deteriorated 
into rain for the next two days . Finally, 
under leaden skies, Earl and I left base 
camp to assist in hauling . As the weather 
warmed the rockfall increased alarmingly, 
transforming the base of the wall into a 
battleground with dozens of impact craters . 

Our first haul was an epic. The bags 
became stuck about halfway up to the ledge 
and Earl and I were unable to free the load 
from below. Earl volunteered to go up to 
free the bags and ride them to the ledge . 
Fortunately he succeeded, and after 48 
hours we were reunited on the ledge. This 
epic was minimized by the two-way radios 
loaned by Johnson. 

Above the ledge , our route deviated from 
the Japanese line for about three pitches . 
We climbed a system of cracks and ramps 
leading off the ledge which kept us out of 
the worst rock fall. This section was mostly 
easy free climbing, with one section of 5.10 
which Earl led . 

We decided to place our bivouac under a 
dark overhanging bulge which we dubbed 
The Heart. Again , Tom and John ascended 
to do the hauling. This time, it was necessary 
to haul diagonally for 600 feet. During the 
first haul the wall tent became stuck in a 
chimney and was difficult to free. Properly 

tensioned with lighter loads , the system 
began functioning . Over 24 hours later, they 
finished the job. 

I jumared to our next bivvy, to be greet'ed 
by the comforting sight of our wall tent . We 
had all worked on the design and building of 
the tent , and given the very short time we 
had to test it, it functioned remarkably well , 
keeping us warm and dry. 

During a period of intermittent storms , 
we reached the main ledge in two separate 
forays. 

We prepared to move our tents again . 
Earl and John hauled while Tom and I 
dismantled the bivouac. As I began my 
ascent to the ledge, snow began to fall 
heavily, sending avalanches down the wall 
and making Tom's position in the dihedral 
really serious. He was able to erect the wall 
tent though , and took shelter in the upper 
deck . We on the ledge had a hot meal and 
then resumed hauling , but while we had 
been eating the lines had become tangled 
and frozen in the wind . There was no alter
native but to cut the lines loose and 
untangle the mess on the ledge . Finally, we 
left a "care package" of hot food and water 
on a nearby ledge and retreated to the shelter 
of some boulders for some much needed 
sleep. We awoke to find that Tom had 
managed to reach the rope. We finished the 
hauling and were reunited after 48 hours , 
but we lost no time in setting up our tent and 
organizing our gear for the headwall. 

Climbing the headwall would offer chal
lenges different from those on the lower 
face. Lower on the face , hauling had been 
the crux of the climb - poor weather and 
rockfall adding to our problems. However, 
the weather was good during our entire time 
on the headwall, and its overhanging nature 





Above Left: Eric Brand cleaning the giant ceiling pitch. Above Right: John Bagley asleep during the last hauling session, oblivious to the 
monstrous drop beneath his feet! Photo: Earl Redfern. Below: Tom Bepler and John Bagley wait on the summit with that 'thousand year 
gaze' for Brand to jumar the final pitch. Photo: Redfern. 



Right: Bepler belaying from the final 
bivouac. Photo taken on A4 lead by Earl 
Redfern . 

made hauling easier and rockfall much less 
of a concern . 

Earl led the next three pitches on an A4 
expanding flake he named Potato Chip 
Flake . The section to our first bivvy was 
consistently difficult. After 20 days of climb
ing , we were nearing our goal. This is what 
we had come to climb . However, we were 
running very low on food and our ropes had 
taken quite a beating. 

I belayed Tom to the first pitch above our 
bivouac from the warmth of my sleeping 
bag. Our goal was to reach a pair of ceilings 
about 500 feet above us. Tom led this by 
linking a series of loose flakes together, 
eventually joining a crack system that was 
just as loose. I led the next pitch , which was 
a giant slab occasionally broken by flakes 
and knifeblade cracks. I made six hook 
moves and placed two rivets , then moved to 
tied off knifeblades, free climbing, more 
hooks, blades , and then an A3 expanding 
flake - 165 feet of scary, airy and extremely 
enjoyable climbing. Tom was eager to lead 
the next pitch which was an A2 crack to the 
first of the giant ceilings. It was one of the 
most spectacular leads of the climb. I 
cleaned the pitch in the setting sun's golden 
rays, after which we descended to the tent 
for some badly needed sleep. 

John led a short but difficult pitch to the 
site of our next bivouac. We had only three 
more pitches to the summit and were all 
very excited. We had just made radio con
tact with the Parks Canada wardens who 
could see our bright red tent closing in on 
the summit. Earl led the first pitch above 
the bivvy, thin nailing leading to a flaring 
crack and Tom led the next pitch , a combi
nation of free and aid. 

One more pitch remained to the summit, 
a giant slab . Although it was steep and 
poorly protected , it could be climbed free, 
so Earl removed his outer boots and 
climbed in his inners. Just as Tom began to 
clean the pitch , a large rock became dis
lodged and landed in his lap , causing him to 
fall. He wasn't seriously injured , but his legs 
were cut , even through many layers of clo
thing. I was the last to leave the bivouac , 
jumaring on a rope that was now a mass of 
knots and abrasions towards the summit 
and a row of expectant faces . Casing its last 
stone , Mount Thor sent an egg-sized rock 
whizzing by my ear. 

The vista from the top was beautiful, with 
miles of glaciers and jagged peaks stretching 
northwards as far as the eye could see. Mar
ring this wonderful moment was our con
cern for Tom's injury, but he was able to hike 
out , and true to form carried one of the 
heaviest loads to base camp. With loads of 
almost 100 pounds each , we made the 24-
hour trip down the talus glacier to our 
camp. Having eaten our last Alpine Aire 
dinner on the summit , we had only soups to 
sustain us for the 30-mile hike to Pangnir
tung , where we arrived six days after reach
ing the summit. 

Summary: An account of the first ascent of 
the West Face of Mt. Thor direct , Cumber
land Peninsula , Baffin Island , Arctic 
Canada . The· climb took 33 days, mostly in 
one push , during May-June 1985 , and 
involved aid climbing at A4 and free climbing 
to 5.10. Team : John Bagley, Tom Bepler, 
Eric Brand , Earl Redfern . 
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NO GLORY IS TOO SMALL 
by Pat Ament 

Suffering a scandalous breakdown in 
judgement, I started up the first diffi
culties of the 'Crack of Fear' in Rocky 

Mountain Nati'onal Park. Thor was already 
sending thunder, and there was an occa
sional, sickening flash of lightning. Wind 
flew up the long, slender crack, up my 
pantlegs, into my shirt, and through my 
hair. There was something wonderful about 
being electrified. 

If I were to let go I would fall out of the 
crack and drop fifteen vertical feet before 
there could be any chance of the rope catch
ing·· me. My rope ran through one or two 
marginal anchors I had set below. Disaf
fected with heroics, I quickly set another 
piece and clipped my rope through. It was a 
sinking feeling to hear my belayer, who 
stood below, say it would be okay if I didn't 
want to do this climb. 

I moved upward with a combination of 
cow grunts and surgical cunning. At one 
move, the chances of my not slipping were 
as good as trying to touch the cornea of an 
eye without triggering a blink. I was no 
longer a cherub of the 1960s. Years of 
spaghetti poisoning and recent weeks of 
sloth had accelerated a loss of commitment. 
I had fewer natural pain opiates in my body. 
I was more readily tormented by fear. 

I encountered a sling and a carabiner -
war shrapnel left by other climbers who had 
wisely retreated. Thought wandered ... 

One day I read in a newspaper how some
one at a football game suddentl)I turned and 
stabbed a total stranger sitting next to him. 
Asked why ·he had done it, the accused 
replied, "He was trying to steal my sexual 
magnetic rays." For me, that one statement 
seemed to capture the flying apart of much 
of modern life. The world was becoming 
sick, and I along with it. We were gross 
victims of data imposed on us by competition. 
The world was drifting deeper into bad 
intellectual habits . Even rock climbing was 
becoming muddled up in jealousies, cross
generational conflicts, confused self
appraisals, and ruminations about ethics . 
What was happening to the good spirit of 
climbing? 

I was predisposed to a number of philo
sophical aberrations. A certain psychic 
damage, as a result of years of exposure, 
was aesthetically satisfying. I was inebriated 
by the nectar of air. My mind began cycling 
back over waves of climbing generations. 
Suddenly I imagined myself as one of a new 
generation on the heels of the young. But 
how could the newest generation 's daring 
jibe with my strong investment in the pre
servation of life? I would never possess 
sufficient enthusiasm to rob myself of my 
protective shields. I was content to climb, 
upward , free , away from industry and T. V. 
evangelists. 

I seemed less in need of the acceptance of 
my climbing peers . I contemplated Edmund 
Burke'~ suggestion that admiration, rever
ence, and respect are in(erior effects. 

We began to imperil climbing by over
indulging in comparison - speculation _as to 
who is the best climber or what the hardest 
route is . Each new jolt of high climbing 
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gradings is like the last jerk of a corpse, a 
dead idea, a hope ad nauseam. "Progress", 
as signified by rising number grades, has 
never been an indicator of character, intelli
gence, or advance. Gradings are, for the 
most part, consolatory myths, a clever play 
upon the simple. The aura of gradings has 
been diluted by three decades of climbing. 
Somewhere the mystique was fated to 
depart, beginning where gradings were first 
used as weapons of one-upmanship._ 

It is very easy to talk of another climber's 
failure or success when its reality is a safe 
distance from your own experience. The 
difficulty of climbing must not be taken as 
equivalent to the statement of climbing. 
Difficulty does not give climbing its force, 
but climbing gives difficulty a force . In 
climbing journals, adventures are generically 
documented, with little to separate them. 

There have always been climbers profi
cient at technical difficulty . Relative to each 
time period, climbers are no more creative. 
There will always exist the mental air castles 
of standard-setting, and there was always 
sufficient human daring. Perhaps too much 
skill cannot hope for the true adventure? 
Nor does climbing succeed where it enters 
the cloning business. There is and should be 
a great diversity of human types. 

There are climbers who base in compulsive
ness - the passion of fear; or in exploration 
- the passion of uncertainty; or in mastery -
the passion of control; in imagination - the 
passion of creativity. There exists the passion 
of event-making, that beast within many 
climbers which quarrels over the property 
of consciousness, erroneously restricting 
consciousness to physical prowess. As a 
mind advances beyond the incipience of 
manual skills, a body may lag behind in 
complacency. But in physical disorganiza
tion, consciousness may - by necessity -
become more acute . 

That any climber can ever "match" or 
"better" another may be altogether an illu
sion. One must realize whose historical 
shoulders he is standing on, whose know
ledge he has acquired through osmosis, who 
he would be if he should not acknowledge 
both peer and predecessor, and how well 
most individuals explore their own varied 
gifts. The values , terms, starting points , 
goals, experience and physical attributes of 
climbers are never equal , a knowledge with
out which climbing becomes pathetically 
amateurish. Rock climbing is personal 
search in a reality where one step higher or 
harder is not necessarily one step nearer to 
things . Indeed, a summit, or the solution to 
a sequence on rock, can be a type of tragic 
discovery. 

The pathos of climbing, therefore , must 
be found in its self-surrender, in the desire , 
for example, that many routes remain 
unclimbed, that a host of "unknowns" be 
willed to the heights to inspire us , to signal 
our temporal ways, to limit our glory. 
Where is the wonder of a climbing lead 
when it is previewed and pre-bolted by 
rappel? 

The climber's theology- at last refined- is 
the execl!tion of non-performance . 

The short, gritstone routes of Britain 
bear more significance for me than an 
ascent of Everest or of the Eiger North Wall 
in winter. This is because these small crags 
were never thought of as "ultimate". In the 
conquest of the "impossible", one can only 
encounter a great insufficiency. There is no 
elite climb that will not eventually be visited 
by circuses. There is a pleasure in a small 
climb, in a drop of water, or an obscure 
boulder never visited before. 

Climbing can be a type of poetry. Years 
of eelish verticalities are compressed into a 
few coherent steps, a small number of basic 
movements which call to memory - in sensory 
replay - the best of all that has gone before 
or the best that is capable of happening. 
Whether the climbing be moderate or 
exacting, the movement is the same. A leg 
pushes upward, balance is required. The 
materials are the same - rock, sunlight, 
thought. Climbing is rooted deep in the 
body. It is gratifying, amusing, healthy to 
climb. In the free speech of the bard, who
ever looks upon rock becomes, for an 
instant, a climber. 

Climbing is earthy, with tones of science 
fiction, freaky, weird, compelling. A person 
is moved out of society and thrown into 
exaggerated relief. "Childhood," a poet 
once wrote, "is a kingdom where nobody 
dies. " In climbing, magical thinking gradu
ally lessens and realism takes over. Another 
poet stated that the difference between old 
age and youth is that you no longer think 
that you are divine. The sociologist suggests 
that we progress in stages of cognitive 
development - each stage qualitatively 
more experienced than the preceding ones. 
Is this true in climbing? One day I found 
myself solo climbing in the rain. Fifty feet 
above the ground I was struck with a sense 
of self-worth in the face of finitude . Climb
ing had serenely evolved toward more and 
more risk. I did not want to become one of 
the body count, a line of impersonal corp
ses. As I climbed, my imagination consi
dered the ghoulish symbolism of soloing. I 
thought of television commercials which 
used climbing. Prime time climbers. I 
thought of the pressure on the young to earn 
respect through solo climbing. It seemed 
tragic that to achieve status one should have 
to put his life near the edge , inspired by a 
lethal pecking order. By the time a climber 
grows up, he is so addicted to this necro
mania of the climbing culture that its con
stant cultivation seems to provide for him a 
morbid sense of normalcy. 

It has always been the case of villains pro
voking heroes . 

Slowly society lessens its dependence 
upon one's contributions , as though society 
were preparing one for that ultimate form 
of social disengagement - death. One . 
realizes here that climbing is not a contest, it 
is an accumulation . A sense of wholeness 
can be found by a climber in looking back at 
all that he has done or perceived positively. 
The best accumulation from the climbing 
experience is in the religiosity of the moun
tains, fulfilment found in a transcendent 
frame of reference. The philosopher Pascal 



stated, "There is a God-shaped vacuum in 
the heart of each man." 

A climber can begin again toward whole
ness at the crux which turns him back. A few 
rents in his armour, but his mind has pro
fited. Perception has been sharpened. Like 
creating music, in listening to the music as it 
forms, in listening to it for what IT says it 
needs, the climber spirit, the composer, the 
vacuum which seeks fulfilment listens, feels 
waits, watches for what climbing needs. 

Redgarden Wall, in Eldorado Canyon, 
Colorado, seems to tip, or to break up, to 
lean slightly under a moving cloud. The 
total perceptual effect is one of activity, of 
power, something living. Such effects come 
in part from one's orientation to vertical 
and horizontal lines. Climbing is a depar
ture from orientations. Quiet, unbroken 
areas of the wall pull a climber's attention. 
Cracks create lines, faces are lines between 
lines. Twisting, overlapping slabs of rock 
intensify the angular sweep. Undulating 
surfaces interrupt linear elements. The 
color of the sky leads attention deeper into 
contrasting yellows of the stone, until near 
the end of the day the sky conforms in color 
to the rock. 

The wall appears to expand, or to con
tract. An eye may emphasize or deny mass, 
depending upon mood, weather, or wind. 
The wall may seem hard, lifeless, impenetr
able, a convergence of strange, anatomical 
forms, spurs, with blocklike permanence, 
or it may possess a softness in round, 
displaced corners from where a swallow 
suddenly dives. There is an order to these 
spaces, however changing. The order is 
approached through interior membranes of 
the fingertips. There are textures of the 
rock - rough, slick, the concavity of the 
holds as opposed to the sharpness of their 
edges. A small groove has been shined for 
centuries by violent rains. Color alters, a 
green flows where there were yellows. 
Blue, orange. White light contains the 
elements of all colors in such a mixture 
that each color may be for an instant cancel
led. It is astounding that there is no color at 
all rather that one's eyes receive the infor
m~tion of light, and the brain attributes a 
color. 

Visual acuity is affected also by the 
absence of light. An eerie night in the 
canyon, electric currents still conduct the 
movements of the day's climbing. From a 
ledge to sit on, near the embers of a small 
fire, one becomes embryo again. Transpa
rent, emerald greens of night are seen 
through the trees, a heavy, dark night like 
ebony, in a wind that seems tropical. Then 
there is the floodlighting of the moon, the 
indifference of the stars. A freight train 
passes in the mountain tunnels south of 
Eldorado. 

The chemistries of the natural world are 
the mother science, the deeper law. Silence, 
solar system, soil, the taste of wild rasp
berries, little reeds of rock, fingerholds 
covered with dust which makes them feel 
soft like charcoal represent a certain life -
warm, mirthful, as a bottle of wine to the 
lips of a pagan. One need not be possessed 
with a sense of his own- importance. To 
climb is to be nurtured - life,joy, friendship, 
light, and these countered by their opposites, 
deadness, suffering, alienation, darkness. 
Where sun shines, snow shares. Alongside 
beginnings there exist ends, the end of lives, 
end of youth, ends of climbs. These paired 
opposites, as in literature, contain the con
trasts by which a climber feels. We tend to 
lose the opposites in climbing when we 
think up only. 

Preconception brings blindness to the 
moment. The "phenomenology" of climb-

Pat Ament climbing with John Gill. 
Photo: Gray Ringsby. 

ing - given moments - examines fresh the 
instant of life. As in film, the mind remem
bers quick impressions, sensory arousals 
encoded in to the depth of memory, a series 
of bristling equilibria - opposing and self
competing forces. The mind will later 
produce these moves as dreams, to satisfy, 
fulfill, study and refine. Where is the wonder 
of climbing for us? Where in the controver
sies of climbing literature? Where in the 
snipes of rival climbers? And yet, wonder is 
no further than the miraculous human 
body. 

It is amazing that a mind can bring fingers 
and feet precisely to a set of minute holds. 
Perceptions are synthesized from combina
tions of sensation. Vision strives for 
improvement of body position. Sense organs 
in the joints and muscles send signals to the 
brain to indicate the position of the joints 
and the degree of tension in the muscles. 
Equilibratory sense begins at the semicircu
lar canals and vestibular sacs of the inner 
ear. The semicircular canals, oriented at 
right angles to one another, are filled with 
fluid that moves as the person's head rotates 
or the position of his body changes. Cells in 
the ear trigger neurons toward the brain. 
The right hemisphere of the brain is respon
sible for spatial relationships. And so on, 
one experiences the power of being kines
thetically in balance. 

The mind is fed by an enriched environ
ment. A psychological study once examined 
jewel fish and found that fish placed in an 
"enriched" environment, with stimulation 
and variety, had far greater development of 
certain glia cells and dendritic branchings 
associated with intelligence. 

The imposing crags of England poke up 
from misty heathers. A sweep of blond 
Yosemite granite rises huge, hot. One 
learns of his smallness at the foot of El 
Capitan under starlight. Above Yosemite, 
slabs of Tuolumne flash with glacier polish 
like Indian messages sent by mirror. 
Enormous, gray buttresses are enshrouded 
by the deep, mysterious Black Canyon of 
Colorado. The red, lonely sandstone spires 
of the Utah desert teeter against sun and 
wind. A climber must crawl through a 
barbed wire fence to skin-slicing Split 
Rocks near Estes Park. Colorado's 
Diamond face on Longs Peak seems to 
overhang slightly for a thousand feet. Here 
one ascends in an exotic corridor betwee.n 
dripping water and sheer wall. The slender, 

wind-lashed Crack of Fear brings tense 
moves, as hail stings the fingers. A climber 
disappears into a cloud high on a Dolomite 
wall, his countenance shaped by storm and 
lichen as though it had been dipped into a 
bowl of pesto. 

After a long, cross-country drive, a te·n
foot high boulder becomes a celestial 
Venus. A climber is one who finds climbing 
where you put him, alert acceptance of the 
most sedate outcrops. Bouldering does not 
lack the beauty or valor of alpinism. On the 
flagstone walls of the University of Colorado 
buildings, one is able to transcend the 
dementia of "porta-ledges" and rappel
placed bolts. 

The Crack of Fear blackened in the 
shadows of clouds. I thought of England 
and the rainy climbs of the late Don Whil
lans. In a moment of low self-esteem, as my 
body seemed to sink downward in the crack 
an inch or so, I recalled how much Don had 
meant to me. This was a friendship, as 
others, which had found its resonating 
image in climbing. Climbing bears no grea
ter significance than how it reappears in 
mutual thought as a new and higher fact. 

The Crack of Fear had its danger, a 
danger that to some degree must follow a 
climber like a mongoose circles a cobra. But 
in the excited colors of the day, I felt 
kindred to these stone forms. A long reach 
for a hold, muscle contraction and exten
sion, the hollow scrape of a boot ... The 
crack emanated an aura. The perfection of 
the line itself was calculated to entice some
thing capricious in a person. It was the 
Crack of Fear phobia - a synthesis of illogics 
stating that such adventure is vital, as vital 
as light is to color. Wonder, audacity, the 
journey between intensification and demur 
... Within a hundred feet I had employed 
most of the basic techniques of climbing- an 
edge move, a handjam, an arm-lock, a heel
and-toe jam. There was a brief lieback, a 
traverse, a short bit of face climbing, an off
width move, a stem. Higher, the route 
would present an undercling, a flared chim
ney, and a mantel. It was my favorite climb 
in part because of this variety but in part 
because the moves continued to remain 
within my ability. Like Supremacy Crack 
and Country Club Crack near Boulder, the 
Crack of Fear could be done again and 
again and not cease to bring pleasure. I had 
done the climb five or six times during the 
previous ten years and had not, through 
familiarity, encountered a lessening of 
excitement. It occurred to me that one does 
not leave his mark on a climb, as though to 
place a name on a tomb to insure some sort 
of perpetuation. Stone rather leaves its 
mark upon the climber. I gazed into the 
cross-hatchings of a small hold, into the 
geometrical organization of crystals. My 
body adjusted for the looser intent of imagi
nation. The crack brought to me its unusual 
grain, shadow, illusion, and the true spirit 
of climbing which is to repair the decay of 
things. 

The earth was rotating, and thought 
sailed freely in my mind like clouds in the 
sky. Would there be other climbers likeJim 
Madsen, one of climbing's golden mis
begotten, who, in a storm on El Capitan lost 
his life attempting to help two friends? 
There would never be another Don Whil
lans, whose wit could turn an amber light to 
steel. I laughed and banged on. The hail 
left. The sky became blue and opened out
ward to infinity, toward the sun's corona. 
There were no more shadows. Climbing 
was a peculiar thing to do. But I was thank
ful to be drawn to it. A jewel fish in a beaut
iful domain. 
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GEAR 
Edited by Dave Durkan 

Gore-Tex 

Gear receives numerous letters 
on Goretex, even after all these 
years, and after all that has been 
written about it. "How does it 
work?" - "Does it work?" - "Why 
is it so expensive?" - "What about 
the others?" - etc. etc. 

What is Gore-tex fabric? 
It is a membrane protected on 

one or both sides by fabric, the 
membrane is microporous. 

The membrane has 9 billion tiny 
pores per square inch, each 700 
times larger than a water vapour 
molecule, but thousands of times 
smaller than a drop of liquid 
water. This allows the 
manufacturer to claim that the 
Gore-tex fabric is waterproof and 
breathable. 

They claim that it is completely 
waterproof because of the 
hydrophobicity (water-repelling 
nature) of the PTFE (100% 
Polytetrafl u roethyl en e, 
commonly known as Teflon) . To 
be graded waterproof, the 
material must meet the US 
Military standard of not admitting 
water at pressures of 25 psi. Gore
tex surpasses this to 110 psi 
before water penetrates. 

On the question of breathability, 
they claim to have the most 
breathable waterproof fabric 
available anywhere. This is 
measured in terms of the 
transmission of moisture vapour 
through a fabric over a specified 
period of time. 

They claim it is virtually 
impenetrable by wind due to the 
extremely small size and 
misalignment of the membrane's 
pores. The effect is to create a 
dead air barrier which reduces 
convective heat loss. 

In point of fact, there are people 
who do not believe the claims by 
W. L. Gore and Associates, Inc., 
and who can blame them. With 
the so-called first generation of 
Gore-tex, what with 
contamination from body oils 
causing leakage, delamination 
(separation of layers) and some 
pretty poor equipment 
manufacturers not taping the 
seams properly, quite a few got 
burnt. 

What did Gore do? They 
replaced the faulty products that 
were returned; with the improved 
second generation material. This 
had a completely restructured 
oleophobic membrane, whatever 
that means, that should now 
function as promised. 

From Tom Holze I of the Atlantic 
Alpine Club we received: 
"1. It doesn't keep you dry when 

you sweat hard. 
2. It particularly doesn't keep 

you dry when you work out in 
the rain . In fact it doesn't pass 
any vapour when it's wet. 

3. It doesn't breath in any 
conventional sense. 

4. You do sweat 'droplets' - ten 
times more than you sweat 
vapour. (How does Gore-tex 
remove liquid sweat?) 
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What my article (in Summit 
magazine) tries to do is show that 
Gore-tex, and the whole clothing 
'system' that has sprung up 
around it, is grossly hyped. It does 
do one thing well, under certain 
circumstances it lets you dry off 
by slow evaporation after you've 
stopped (or nearly stopped) 
sweating. Too bad Gore can't stick 
to those facts, which are valuable 
enough." 

In his letter to Gear he notes, "a 
case of Gore scientists not 
knowing what the Gore ad 
department is doing, or vice 
versa ." 

All the ad claims led someone 
to comment : "Gore-tex will fly, 
walk on water and stop stray 
bullets." 

So we all agree, things go 
wrong when the people behind 
the idea lose control and let the 
office-desk-advertising-cowboys 
get their grubby claws on a good 
thing . 

Perhaps Gore-tex does not do 
all these things, but it does do 
most of the things that the readers 
of this magazine want it to do. It 
keeps you reasonably dry, 
keeping most of the water out, 
and in most conditions lets 
condensation escape, and 
certainly dries you out pretty fast 
itself, as do your underlayers of 
clothing . Windproof, yea, pretty 
much so. Additionally some of 
their advertising of late has been 
a little closer to fact than fiction. 

There are limitations to 
anything, so if you want to solo 
naked except for your Gore-tex 
shell garment in a howling gale -
then something will freeze and 
drop off. 

Back to some of the questions. 
Are the seams waterproof? 

Gore replies: "Only if the seams 
are sealed properly." Gear 
comments, that with heavy use, 
even seams taped properly can 
curl and peel, but we do not 
expect miracles. Although Gore 
claim to work closely with the 
producers on tape systems, there 
is some pretty sloppy work about. 
Additionally, many producers do 
not tape all the seams, especially 
on cuffs, along the base (hem) of 
jackets. This causes water to 
"wick" up the inside of the jacket. 
Here some glue could be used to 
block up the holes folks. 

How tough is Gore-tex? - this 
varies, but as with all nylon shell 
garments there is susceptibility to 
friction . The heavier materials 
now being mooted as being tough 
wearing, tend to get a bit furry. 
This leads to water settling on the 
material, snow sitting, and 
saturation . The membrane itself 
is protected. Ski edges and 
crampons eat the stuff up. Thorns 
puncture it. Can we wash Gore
tex? Yes, suggest hand wash in 
cold water, using a mild 
detergent. 

Why is Gore-tex so expensive? 
Basically a complicated material 



The~e photogr_aphs have been taken wi~h an electron microscope, and clea_rly illustrated the detailed structure of Gore-Tex and other proofed 
fabn'?s. Opposite Page :rop: A cross section through :J-layerGore-Tex ~hawing t~e complex str_ucture. Opposite Page Bottom: A surface view 
of m1croporous PTFE film (x5500). Above Left: Section through a solid PU coating on nylon fibres, as compared with Above Centre a section 
through Entrant (x1800). Above Right : Surface view of Entrant (x5500). Mountain would like to thank Robert Lomax of the Shirley l~stitute 
Manchester, for valuable help in providing photographs for this feature . ' 

to produce, and very labour and 
equipment intensive when 
making products from this 
material. Additionally, they have 
a fat advertising budget, host big 
parties (free booze and food) at 
the trade shows, and lots of the 
top lads are kitted out with the 
stuff. This means we get 
something back for our money, in 
the capitalistic circle of life. Plus 
Gore's innovativeness has made 
people sit up, hence a flow of 
competition. 

There are a lot of new super 
materials on the market, what is 
the best of the lot? 

At this stage Gear feels Gore
tex rules supreme. 

We received a report from Dr. 
Salz of the Dutch Organisation of 
Applied Scientific Research (in 
conjunction with Gore) where • 
vapour transmission was tested 
under simulated rain condit ions. 
This answers, in part, Point 2 
above. 

Quote: 

Introduction 
To achieve thermal and 

sensorial comfort water vapour 
permeability of a clothing 
assembly is of prime importance. 
Obviously, water vapour can pass 
through open porous structures. 
In rainwear, however, the 
required waterproofness calls for 
impermeable layers. 

The water vapour transport 
could only be measured using 
either control dish, dessicant or 
sweating hot-plate methods. 
Although they are often used, 
these test conditions do not 
reflect the conditions in use, 
because in these tests the outside 
of the fabrii; is kept dry. 

In the test described in this 
article, the outer side of the tested 
fabric is continuously wetted by 
artificial rain . 

Apparatus and Methods 
Material is mounted and sealed 

on a cup which is partly filled with 
water. It is then placed on the 
heated plate. By regulating the 
temperature of the heated plate, 
the temperature of the air 
between the sample and the 
water in the cup is kept at 
36.0±0.3°C. During the 
experiment, artificial rain falls on 
the sample at a rate of approx. 
4000 ml/h (fig . 1 ). 

The vapour transmission is 
established by means of weighing 
the cup before and after a one 
hour rain period . 

As rain water is absorbed on 
the outer side of the sample, 
adding to the weight, a correction 
is needed to establish the actual 
amount of water evaporated from 
the dish. 

The absorption on the outer 
side of the sample is measured in 
a separate test using the same 
method but with an empty cup. 

To calculate the water vapour 
transmission, the absorption on 
the outer side of the sample is 
added to the weight loss, which 
was determined in the 
experiment under rain conditions. 
The result is expressed in g/ 
(m 2.h) . 

To measure the water vapour 
transmission under dry 
conditions, the method described 
above is used without the artificial 
rain . 

All experiments are conducted 
in a test chamber at 21 °C± 2°C and 
65± 2% relative humidity. 

Results 
Water vapour transmission of 

different types of semi-permeable 
rainwear materials were 
compared under dry and rain 
conditions. It was shown that the 
vapour transport through some 
fabrics decreases dramatically 
when the outer side of the fabric 
is wetted. 

These results show the change 
in water vapour transmission 
when rain is appl ied . Although 
the effective gradient over the 
sample increases when the 
sample is cooled by the rain, the 
transport is severely restricted for 
most of the fabrics. Only one 
laminate (GORE-TEX®) allows the 
theoretically expected increase in 
transmission . 

Additional experiments with 
four samples showed that if the 
rain temperature is lowered to 
8.5°C, the vapour transmission 
changes. 

Discussion 
The wetting of a fabric during a 

vapour transmission test has a 
profound influence on the result . 
The reasons forth is phenomenon 
differ according to the different 
transport mechanisms. In 
microporous fabrics, the cool rain 
water may penetrate some of the 
outer pores of the fabric, thereby 
either blocking them or causing 
condensation of the escaping 
vapour. Hydrophilic layers are 
saturated by the constant supply 
of rain water. Thus, the 
absorption of vapour or 
condensated liquid from the cup 
is prevented. In both cases, the 
transport is reduced. 

A more detailed theory to 
describe the transport 
phenomena under simultaneous 
condensation and rain conditions 
quantitatively has yet to be 
developed. 

Summary 
Semi-permeable fabrics can 

improve comfort in rainwear. 
Conventional laboratory tests for 
measuring the water vapour 
permeability leave the outside of 
the sample dry. Results of the 
experiments described show that 
the rate of vapour transmission is 
different under rain conditions. 
Therefore, the suitability of 
fabrics for breathable rainwear 

can only be assessed in 
experiments during which rain is 
applied to the outer side of the 
sample. 

For most of the fabrics tested, 
the rain sharply reduced the 
vapour transmission. However, a 
major increase in transport was 
found for one fabric, (GORE-TEX® 
), indicating that effective 
breathable rainwear can be 
achieved. 

Unquote. 

Gear comments : Our files show 
the usual claims and counter 
claims regarding waterproof 
materials that in principle also 
breathe. Others tackle the 
problem with ventilation systems, 
natural materials, wax-proofing 
systems, and even combinations 
of these. Basically Gore-tex 
proved "workable" over a 
broader spectrum of uses, 
although some of the other 
combinations/systems could be 
superior in specific situations. The 
competition to Gore-tex have as 
yet not met the same high test 
results. They are however very 
often more reasonably priced, 
and suitable for many purposes 
Gore-tex is presently used for. 

The claim is that Gore-tex now 
functions better in the rain as far 
as vapour transmission is 
concerned, than in the dry, or 
compared to other materials 
tested. Also, improves as 
temperatures decrease. Thus 
runs counter to the field results 
and beliefs from such sources as 
the Atlantic Alpine Club. 

The value of this test, apart from 
creating discussion, is that the 
trade are establishing new 
specifications that will lead to 
higher criteria . The end result will 
eventually be a material that is 
windproof, waterproof and 
breaths under all conditions. 

Gear's belief is that this grail 
has not yet been reached. 
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MESSNER SUMMIT 
In October of last year, the flamboyant French climbing magazine Vertical pulled off something of a journalistic coup by 
gathering together a group of Europe's finest Himalayan mountaineers at Reinhold Messner's castle home in the Tyrol. Those 
present were Wanda Rutkiewiscz, Eric Escoffier, Voytek Kurtyka, Erhard Loretan, Pierre Beghin, Doug Scott and Reinhold 
Messner. 

The agenda covered the whole field of Himalayan climbing, from personal motivation to future goals. This extract is gleaned 
from 38 pages of transcript, and tends to be dominated by those with the best command of the only common language - English. 
This does not seem to restrict the flow of invective however, and some interesting personality clashes develop ... 

Vertical You all replied with enthusiasm to 
our idea and some of you have made a long 
journey. What do you expect to get from this 
meeting? 
Doug Scott To know if Himalayan climbing 
will help us to become better, husbands, 
fathers, in our relations with others ... I don't 
know if that's the case but perhaps some of us 
will be able to throw light on these things. 
Vertical Yes, that's an interesting point of 
view (laughs) .. . but more concretely? 
Voytek Kurtyka Our conceptions are diver
gent and I would like to hear each one's own 
motivc)tion. I have noticed, particularly in 
Western Europe, a tendency to "collect" the 
highest mountains. Why this fascination for 
just the 8000s and put aside magnificent 
mountains that lack a few metres? It vulgarises 
Himalayan climbing qualities. 
Vertical You really believe that this is confined 
to Western countries? The one who immedi
ately followed Reinhold in the "race" for the 
'14' 8000s is named Kukuzka isn't he? 
Kurtyka He's changed. Now he wants the 14 
but he won't sacrifice difficulty just for that ... 
Pierre Beghin Like everyone else I have come 
to discuss different motivations. 
Vertical And to practical questions - will 
you take advantage of the meeting to form a 
"club" to defend your interests? 
Wanda Rutkiewiscz We are all very occupied 
with our own expeditions and we have never 
had the time to pool our opinions, our experi
ences etc to arrive at something concrete. 
Perhaps Vertical could express our sugges
tions ... Not only our conception of climbing, 
but also on regulations in the Himalayan 
countries. 
Vertical You would like to start by putting 
something in writing? 
Beghin What! A petition? A declaration? 
Kurtyka That wouldn't be the Khatmandu 
Declaration but "The Declaration from the 
Castle"! 
Reinhold Messner No, no: the Vertica!Decla
ration ! 
Rutkiewiscz Vertical could carry our words 
and publish a common declaration. 
Beghin Yesterday Doug was talking to me 
about the problems of permits because at the 
moment they are very difficult to obtain. 
Messner Oh no! It's too easy to get one! 
Scott Yes for you or for me, but not for young 
climbers. 
Messner In Pakistan they have spoilt every
thing by giving permits for 5 expeditions on 
one mountain and one the same route! 
Scott Why? Has everything been spoilt in the 
Alps - on the Drus for example? 
Messner In the Himalayas it is totally diffe
rent; if the route has already been protected 
by others ... 

Scott Speaking of the. costs of permits, for 
example: K2, an expedition for two people 
costs £2,500 whilst an expedition of 20 pays 
the same. Maybe it would be possible to get 
together and with the help of our respective 
Alpine Clubs to write a sort of manifesto on 
regulations. Organisations such as the UIAA 
could then make it known to the relevant 
countries. For example we could suggest that 
we pay" per person" rather than by expedition. 
Messner In that case we wouldn't have any 
more permits. 
Beghin And it would be in their interest to 
favour expeditions of 20 rather than solo 
climbers! 
Messner Exactly! We mustn't forget that 
they want to make money! 
Kurtyka They could give a single permit for a 
large expedition and many for the small 
groups; it would amount to the same. 
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Reinhold Messner. 

Beghin An expedition of 20 or 20 expeditions 
of one person only ... 
Scott It would be organised in a different 
manner but they would make as much 
money. We have to be diplomatic and fair to 
them: the Pakistanis have already freed the 
under 6000s. We applaud them for that and 
we ask for a little bit more ... On the question 
of liaison officers. These countries are poor 
and in certain cases have frontier problems. 
But in Nepal, for a small expedition of 4 a 
liaison officer represents around 20-25% of 
the cost. Save for the case of sensitive fron
tiers, or Everest by reason of its popularity, in 
general we could do without him. We were 
able to climb freely on Kusum Kanguru that 
knocks on 6000m but on Arna Dablam, far 
from the frontier or on Kangtega, we had to 
have one. This could change. Let's pay the 
fees at the start, per person. If we economise 
on the liaison officer we would be able to pay 
a little more directly to the State. Al Rouse's 
idea is to have a more general system of per
mits or by means of payment we could then 
climb freely. 
Kurtyka Yes, but the majority of summits are 
found on frontiers and we will be confronted 
with the problem of control and thus liaison 
officers. 
Eric Escoffier The government could nomi
nate an officer for the region and not for an 
expedition. 
Scott Or perhaps 2 .or 3 could circulate in the 
region for verification ... 
Messner The Pakistanis are speaking of that. 
Rutkiewiscz Reinhold, you haven't said what 
you were expecting from this meeting ... 
Messner Mainly new ideas because I'm start
ing to be fed up with the Himalaya! · 
(Much murmuring: No? Yes?) 
Messner Seriously! 
Scott You're getting old! 
Messner I'm attracted by other things. I've 
lost the ideals that drove me to climb. 

Kurtyka Perhaps if you really did what you 
would like to and not what you "should" 
do ... 
Messner Nobody is making me do anything! 

Scott Anyway no one is forcing you but 
yourself . . . 
Messner I want to explore other areas. 
Above all the deserts and Tibet. I'm going to 
Makalu this winter. It could be my last exped
ition - or maybe not ... if the Polish or the two 
French succeed on the South Face of Lhotse 
this autumn, I will not go next year and 
therefore will not make the 14th 8000. 
Scott And you tell us that now after all those 
8000s ... 
Rutkiewiscz Are you tired? 
Messner No, but I have lost all interest. 
Scott What were your motivations then? To 
conquer the 8000s? 
Messner No, for many years, say during the 
last 10 to 15 years, it was the big faces and in 
a certain style. 
Scott But there are so many still to do, like 
the West Face of K2 or Makalu ! 
Messner Yes, I would like to try the West 
Face of Makalu with one other, perhaps in 3 or 
4 years but that's not my only goal! 5 years 
ago it was vital for me to go on a good exped
ition: a difficult route, in good style ... 
Kurtyka ... and with "good" people. 
Messner To be with people I appreciate I can 
go anywhere - I can have them here too ... 
Kurtyka What you are saying makes me feel 
ill at ease. My life, my existence, I find in the 
mountains; if the values disappear I will have 
a great feeling of emptiness! 
Messner I'm not saying that I don't want to 
climb any more and besides I live in the heart 
of the mountains! There are many possibilities 
that attract and make me completely happy: 
the mountains do not represent "everything". 
This change doesn't pose me any problems; I 
feel fulfilled ... 
Beghin It would be sad to have nothing as a 
replacement! 
Messner For two years the reconstruction of 
the chateau has been at least as important as 
Annapurna or the others! 
Kurtyka For me the mountains are the only 
place for searching and I can't see myself 
changing even for the most beautiful palace 
in the world! 
Rutkiewiscz But Reinhold, have you no ideas 
for helping the young climbers? 
Messner I don't have a lot of ideas anymore 
... the South West Pillar of K2 waits to be 
done by 2 or 4 and also the West Face of 
Makalu. The West Face of Gasherbrum IV was 
a superb idea; Wojciech and Schauer have 
done it. Masherbrum has just been climbed 
as well. There only remains the variations .. . 
Beghin Then the Himalaya have had it? .. . 
Kurtyka On the contrary, we are only just at 
the start! We have always climbed in a com
petitive way, but up to now it was always a 
question of competition within adventure, 
although it's now becoming uniquely "spor
tive". Our generation still believes in this 
spirit of adventure but the new ones will have 
a totally different attitude. Each performance 
in the mountains has 3 aspects: technique 
being the most important, next the risk factor 
and finally physical effort. It is principally this 
(physical) aspect which has been developed 
recently with only a little push to the risk 
factor. But nothing has been done on the 
aspect of technique. All the 8000 routes (to 
date) are "easy". 
Messner I don't find them so easy! 
Kurtyka You only really climb on snow!! 
(laughter) 
Beghin Not really! 
Messner Not on the South Face of Lhotse! 
Kurtyka Even there, yes! The Czech route is 
nothing but snow with a little ice at a gentle 
angle. 



--

Rutkiewiscz You exaggerate! 
Kurtyka There is no route as difficult as the 
Walker Spur. 
Messner On Annapurna there are a lot of 
places like the Walker! 
Kurtyka But who does them? The heavy
weight expeditions ... 
Messner Not that of the Catalans! 
Scott The Himalaya makes me think of the 
Alps before the First World War. In my opinion 
the future possibilities lie in some of the big 
routes such as the West Face of K2. 
Vertical So the next rendez-vous will be for 
the Himalayan 6th category? 
Messner It all depends on style. 
Kurtyka I believe that here, we all agree, we 
can only consider alpine style. With traditional 
expeditions we can no longer classify the 
routes. If one throws 100 Russians into the 
assault on the Makalu direct, they will succeed. 
But in that case who has really opened the 
route? 30, or two generations of climbers? 
Has it even really been opened? Because 
climbing up 3km of ropes doesn't mean to say 
that the route has been climbed! 
Escoffier The only style is alpine style. 
Messner OK, but if there are 5 'alpine style' 
expeditions on the same route that will 
change everything! Even if there are no fix~d 
ropes, if you find everything prepared with 
tracks (to follow), camps ... 
Scott They will disappear after a few days of 
bad weather. 
Rutkiewiscz On Nanga Parbat we reached 
the summit that was devoid of all tracks. 
Messner But this summer it was impossible 
to do the K2 ridge in alpine style; there were 
too many expeditions! 
Kurtyka One started Jumaring from base 
camp! . 
Vertical Eric, don't you feel yourself being 
attacked? 
Escoffier Not at all; they are right. 
Messner We must talk about new routes or 
those that are little climbed, if not it is impos
sible. In any case for me it is finished! 
Vertical That's easy, you have already 
played the game for a long time! 
Messner What has been done this year? 
Masherbrum, Gasherbrum IV and a huge 
Polish expedition is on the South Face of 
Lhotse. The others didn't want to take the risk 
of a new approach. 
Kurtyka Because it is easier to sell the 
number 8000. It is becoming very difficult to 
only sell adventure. 
Beghin If one takes Gasherbrum IV as an 
example, it is totally impossible to find the 
money in France as it is completely unknow_n 
to the general public. But for Everest ... It Is 
only snow but it is Everest. Furthermore for 
the majority, finding the money, the sponsors, 
that has become the fashion, an obsession . 
Kurtyka Regarding the general public, a 
"measure" of success is needed and the 
easiest means .. . 
Rutkiewiscz ... is altitude! 

Kurtyka The magic 8000 means nothing to 
me ... I am very impressed by the physique 
necessary to link summits of more than 
8000m but I don't like the idea very much. 
This tendency to collect the 8000s has been 
forged by the media, because if I had reached 
six, seven, eight or nine 8000s then people 
would relate to that. [Laughter, murmuring : 
yes, yes.] It's not only a question of money 
but of communication too: if you can say 
"ten" B000m mountains, you are the best. 
Vertical But have you another message to 
pass on? 
Kurtyka Fundamentally we don't know the 
reasons for our passion ourselves. We are 

Doug Scott 

irresistibly attracted to the peaks, in the 
depths of our individual being ... I am con
vinced, Reinhold, that you didn't decide to do 
the 8000s just to be the best but that helped 
swallow the pill ... A sort of accountable code 
of conquest ... 
Beghin For Reinhold that type of exploit, that 
was new, but now it is finished. 
Scott A propos the responsibility of the 
magazines, I find it inadmissible to publish 
lists of climbers who have climbed 8000m 
peaks. That will encourage competition and 
as we are all human, we are sensitive to that 
type of argument, especially the young who 
have ambition and may run blindly after 
records. 
Messner I don't think that there are known 
climbers who would run after records. For 
example, I am not proud to have twelve 
8000m peaks under my belt: I am proud of the 
manner in which I did them - alpine style in 
1975 or a traverse of two 8000s without 
returning to base camp. Kukuzka is one of 
those who don't follow the voies normales, 
but there is perhaps a new generation who 
are not intereseted in the 14 8000s record. 
That does not impress me. Everyone criticises 
my alleged "collection" of 8000s [but] from 
the start I was the only one not to collect 
them! When I went to Nanga Parbat in 1970 it 
wasn't for a voie normale! 
Kurtyka That is your conviction, but view it 
from the outside ... 
Messner Let's explain to young climbers that 
in the seventies it was ten times more difficult 
because equipment, experience and the pos
sibilities were small. Today I am old, but it is 
easier for me to climb a big mountain than 
when I was only 15 and much fitter. 
Vertical And the others, have you felt the 
pressure by the media to "do an 8000" : Is it a 
prison? 
Beghin It is necessary to have courage to 
disregard that but ... it all falls back on 
money. 
Escoffier The first time you are practically 
obliged to do an 8000, but after that you are 
more at liberty to do a 7000er or the more 
difficult routes. 
Rutkiewiscz We have missed the mark twice 
on K2. We thought that it would be easier to 
succeed on Nanga Parbat and this time it was 
indispensable! 
Vertical And to do all the 14 summits in a 
year? 
Beghin Ah yes, the last fashionable challenge 

Messner It's possible. Boring but possible. 
Kurtyka By helicopter .. . 
Beghin It's without interest for Reinhold but 

for the young there is only that ... or difficulty. 
Messner Why don't they do the West Face of 
K2 solo? The young haven't understood our 
behaviour if they only think of doing the 14 
8000s by the normal and prepared routes. 
Beghin In order to be understood by the 
public at large, they need obvious numbers 
such as climbing Broad Peak in 22hrs. If I 
understand it well, the trilogy climbed by 
Profit in 24hrs is without interest? 
Messner No, it was a great achievement of 
difficult climbing. 14 8000s in a year imposes 
too heavy a logistical load that would kill all 
the fantasy! 
Beghin For the young, Himalayan climbing 
has become a sport like the others. There's 
nothing you can do about it. 
Vertical Don't you feel uneasy faced with this 
mutation? 
Kurtyka We are at the parting of the waters: 
between adventure and sport. 
Beghin For the young, the Himalaya are the 
same as jumping or tennis! The space for 
adventure is shrinking more and more. As in 
sailing: 10 years ago, to sail the Atlantic was a 
good story; now it's necessary to go one 
better - in how many days, hours, minutes ... 
but where to go? 
Escoffier It's a normal evolution. As in the 
Alps. But you are still able to choose. 
Vertical Adventure is finished? 
Kurtyka You can find an answer if you must 
absolutely sell your success. 
Rutkiewiscz Still, you must have a buyer! 
Kurtyka You can easily sell the purely sport
ing element and keep the adventure [your
self] to one side. 
Beghin Commercialised adventure is no 
longer adventure. It must be personal. Even 
so it is necessary to agree upon the term 
"adventure"! You see so many things in the 
papers: the adventurers who jump into icy 
water, who go trekking on a bicycle ... you 
can also cross Tibet on your hands ... it looks 
like adventure but it isn't. 
Kurtyka When you are on the edge of 
maximum risk and the question is to be or not 
to be - that's where adventure begins. 
Erhard Loretan In the Himalaya you are still 
able to have impressions! 8000 or not there 
are still a lot of things to do there. You don't 
only climb an 8000 just for the "magic 
number" but firstly because it is harder in 
difficulty as well as in intensity ... maybe 
Messner is going to retire ... 
Escoffier He says that because he doesn't 
feel like it any more! 
Beghin The young generation hasn't anything 
to do but go and shoot themselves! 
[Laughter]. 
Loretan Adventure is for you personally, not 
for the others. But you must have the bread 
and then you have to reconcile the two. 
Vertical You go on an expedition to gain 
money or to finance the next expedition? 
Beghin If you go to work for 11 months of the 
year it's not possible to have your small 
adventure. 
Messner You are on the wrong track relating 
money to success. If I stay working for ten 
years I will earn enough to buy ten other 
chateaux! When I leave on an expedition I 
spend all my money. My associates never 
stop telling me "don't go! [Laughter.] Give 
lectures, make films, write books". It's not by 
climbing that you earn money. 
Beghin You have become well known 
through your exploits and that has allowed 
you to earn money later on . 
Messner One can sell one's name, nothing 
else. 
Scott You aren't obliged to sell anything. 
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Eric Escoffier 

Last year for Chamlang and Makalu, on which 
we nearly succeeded, it cost us £1,200 each. 
To get this we worked: as carpenters and 
electricians. A lot of us share the common 
costs and we can therefore go to Nepal for 2 
or 3 months. If we stayed in England we 
would spend the same amount on nothing. 
Loretan It's the same in Switzerland, we do 
all kinds of jobs such as selling wine! Then we 
put the money aside because the sponsors in 
Switzerland ... There are no large climbing 
equipment manufacturers and those in other 
countries favour their own climbers. 
Beghin Money and the mountains are two 
different things but the young dream of 
becoming a Borg! To have money just 
because of their name! But I don't think that 
that is possible in mountaineering or it will be 
necessary to join the record game: the Eiger 
in 10hrs or . .-. as when Borg won a match. 
Kurtyka Mountaineering isn't a good means 
of earning money! 
Messner You mustn't dwell on that problem. 
Money has nothing to do with Alpinism. 
Perhaps a school teacher, and climber in the 
summer or freelance like me. 
Kurtyka But if you want to stay in the moun
tains for a year? 
Messner In that case it would be necessary· 
for someone to give me some money but 
that's not my aim. I have never met anyone 
who has said, "Here's 20,000 Swiss Francs, 
go to Everest". It is much better to sell your 
name, or whatever you have to offer, your 
writing ability for example, rather than go 
begging. 
Beghin It's an exchange but if it means plant
ing a summit flag for a brand of cigarettes ... 
Scott Danger! Alpinism would then become 
like tennis or motor racing . We will lose the 
essential element of the mountains - the 
inexplicable ... 
Messner Who never sold himself to publicity? 
No one! 
Scott It is a question of degree. Effectively on 
the Continent very few haven't done it. But in 
England ... no one apart from Bonington . 
Messner I have often seen your name in 
adverts in the papers! • 
Scott We need equipment; if Berg ha us gives 
us sacs for an expedition the product is 
associated with the mountain rather than the 
person. No one is forgotten and the approach 
is much better. The majority of manufacturers 
prefer it that"way. . 
Messner How would the English have been 
able to do Annapurna or Everest if Bonington 
hadn't prepared the ground? 
Scott The English frequently went to Everest 
from 1921 onwards and not one of them, save 
Chris Bonington, sold himself! It's absurd! 
You are only trying to justify yourself. 
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Messner [throwing his pencil] Absolutely 
not, I have no need of that! 
Vertical We are not here to try Reinhold . .. 
Scott What worries me is that the spirit of 
competition is here to stay as in tennis or 
motor racing. We need money, equipment 
(especially the young climbers), but we . 
mustn't go too far. The risk is that climbers 
will only climb for sponsors in order to be 
seen and when the money runs out they will 
stop .. . are their motivations so basely 
materialistic? [Laughs] We have a responsi
bility ... 
Beghin Alpinism isn't a sport like the others 
but it could become . .. 
Vertical Is that serious? 
Kurtyka Something is being lost. 
Messner Alpinism is not at all different to 
other sports. Perhaps you cannot compare it, 
but it's neither better nor worse. In fact there 
is nothing special in alpinism ! 

Vertical Lastly, you are great romantics! We 
have heard you always speaking of the 
"bread" that will let you go and "explode" 
out there. But what is it like when you are 
there? 
Scott It seems that we all take for granted 
that we go climbing for special reasons! Like 
guides, Sherpas : they could work quietly in 
their villages, but they decide to leave for the 
peaks. 
Loretan The attraction of the mountains ... 
because of its difficulties, its dangers. 
Beghin Climbers are very shy! [Laughter] We 
don't speak much about our impressions. We 
write them; we don't talk about them. 
Everyone has his own trick ... and you let it 
out when you are quietly at home. 
Messner On the one hand there is the activity 
itself and on the other its expression. I am 
able to pass on my experiences through writ
ing. Then I am a writer and if I make a film, 
then I'm a film-maker and I am no longer a 
climber. I'm going to make a film next year to 
let the public know what is going on high up, 
what is driving me. But you must separate the 
making from the telling. 
Kurtyka If you really express what you feel 
. . . we are very egocentric and it is difficult to 
say to what extent we are honest in that which 
we are selling. 
Messner It's so easy! You are the only one 
who knows what you want to sell and what 
you want to keeR t<;> yourself. 
Kurtyka But it's.not always easy to separate 
what is good from what is not. 
Messner If you sell something that you 
shouldn't have, you feel ill at ease and then 
you stop. We are all forced to sell something 
in order to live and we can do many, many 
things to survive or to finance our expeditions! 
Selling what I have sold has never been the 

Pierre Beghin 

least problem for me and on the other hand I 
sell only a very small part of what I could. How 
many times a day do I repeat over the phone 
"No, it's finished, I don't do it!" 
Kurtyka There are some practices that I like 
less than others. 
Scott In Chamonix in '67 on the N. Face of the 
Plan we came across two corpses. I took 
some photos. Everyone was wondering who 
they were and a journalist heard that I had 
photos ofthe corpses. I was ready to sell them 
but a friend stopped me just in time, fortu
nately for me but too bad for the scoop! 
Messner It is necessary to show the realities 
of the mountains! 
Scott The photo that you published in Bunte 
of the New Zealander that you extricated 
from a crevasse : I met his parents and his 
friends - they were very shocked to see that 
photo. 
Messner Why sell delusions? The mountains 
are dangerous, there are deaths and it is 
necessary to have the courage to show them. 
Rutkiewiscz It's the pornographic side of the 
mountain! 
Kurtyka Under the pretext of showing reality, 
it isn't necessary to show everything . . . 
Vertical Should we do without the press? 
Scott Impossible! 
Messner One must consider it but it's not 
important! 
Beghin It would be better to have relations 
with the rest of the world! 
Kurtyka It's the only way to communicate 
but either one explains what is important in 
alpinism, or you speak about yourself, of ego 

Messner Who can express himself if it's not 
by ego? And the more it is emphasised, the 
better the expression! People like Hemingway 
and Tolstoy searched deep inside them
selves. All the important books are created in 
this manner. 
Scott According to you, we have a choice: to 
express or impress! Terray and Diemburger 
have conveyed their feelings and share them 
with others in a simple way- not to "impress" 
their readers. 
Rutkiewiscz Bonatti as well . . . 
Kurtyka Egotism is the most serious sickness 
of modern times. People get lost in it; think of 
nothing else. I disapprove of selling egotism. 
Messner Selling comes later. You express 
yourself because you feel the need very 
deeply: after that you can sell it, give it or 
throw it away - this has nothing to do with 
expression. In any case, the sensations that 
you acquire in the mountains are yours alone 
and therefore you can only speak of your own 
sensations. 
Kurtyka Quid pro quo. If you describe your 
innermost feelings, I don't call that expressing 



your ego. By ego, I mean the feelings for your 
own importance, your own worth . 
Messner That's a bad conception of ego: 
there is nothing negative about wanting to 
climb some 8000s! 
Kurtyka Save if you are dominated by your 
own ego . .. 
Messner Fortunately, I'm not dominated by 
my own ego, nor yours! [Laughter] 
Kurtyka I would like to integrate myself har
moniously into the world around me, to 
become one with it, yet the awareness of my 
own ego stops me ; it is an obstacle between 
the world and my being. 
Messner You have an idealistic view of the 
world and I hate idealism! It has completely 
ruined alpinism ! Hitler utilised it to put the 
Germans under his wing! . 
Rutkiewiscz There's nothing wrong with 
expressing one's ego, as long as one doesn't 
forget that of the others. 
Messner But it's difficult to express the feel
ings of others. 
[Break for lunch, frugal in Reinhold's home, 
and back to the discussion]. 
Rutkiewiscz You have said very little about 
problems specific to women mo_untaineers. 
Especially for the all-women parties. Most of 
the time a woman's success is above all that 
of her partner. She follows. But when you 
establish comparisons, one must understand 
there is a radical difference between women 
that are members of a men's expedition and 
those of an all-women one. It is necessary to 
classify the strictly feminine expeditions 
apart from the rest. On the S. Face of Acon
cagua I was only the 2nd woman and I didn't 
consider that to be an entire success. 
Kurtyka It's the same in alpine style! 
Scott Must we treat women as a race apart or 
put them in with the others? A group that Is 
getting on well manages to engender more 
energy than one person al~rne. W_e ca_ll that 
"co-synergy". Women, with their gift for 
intuition, can bring more than men. _But 
maybe together they are more aggressive, 
more like men, I don't know as I've never been 
on a women's expedition! 
Kurtyka I have; I can speak as on~ in the 
know!! [Laughter] However they re not 
aggressive. 
Rutkiewiscz That's not a problem. We cannot 
(physically) do such ha~d thi_ngs as men but 
we take great pleasure in doing what we are 
able to. . 
Scott The Americans on K2 in '78 recognised 
that women proved that they hav~ i_ncre~ibl; 
strength . A year earlier the e~ped1t1_on d1dn_ t 
succeed because of internal d1ssens1ons. This 
time there were one or two women. Diane 
Jagersky amongst others had such an influ
ence that the atmosphere became much less 
aggressive ... and they climbed K2. Hoyvever 
she didn't personally reach the summit. T_he 
participation of women can have another aim 
other than reaching the summit. 
Kurtyka Doug, I always said that if only half 
of the group were women the men would 
become weak .. . [Laughter] 
Vertical Concerning the race for the 8000s, 
you claimed that the future lay in technical 
routes. What are these challenges? 
Scott The West Face of K2. 
Kurtyka The central peak of Lhotse-Shar. 
Beghin North Face of Jan nu direct. . 
Messner Very difficult, dangerous. A little 
like the Cima Ovest but for 900m. A true north 
face very cold - between 6,800 to 7,700m. 
Kurt'yka Very alpine style, of the same stamp 
as the most fantastic Alpine routes. But not 1f 
you attempt it with a group of 20_. We should 
forbid new routes to large exped1t1ons. . 
Messner And the Lhotse/Everest traverse In 
alpine style? 
Kurtyka I would prefer to do the S. Face of 
Lhotse rather than a traverse by the easy 
routes. 
Messner The only logical way is by the South 
Face or the South East Arete. 
Vertical And as technical climbs? 
Kurtyka The West Face of Makalu . . 
Beghin The traverse of all the summit of 
Kangchenjunga. 
Loretan The West Face of the Ogre. 
Scott The big one would be the West Face of 
K2 in winter, solo ... without shoes ... 
[Laughter] 

Wanda Rutkiewiscz 

Kurtyka ... in the middle of the night ... 
Scott ... with boxing gloves! 
Kurtyka Winter, alpine style ascents should 
be considered by two or three, or even solos . 
On 8000s by new routes. According to 
Kukuzka in the Annapurna region and 
Dhaulaglri, days are very calm in winter, prac
tically without wind despite heavy_ snowfalls. 
Rutkiewiscz The South West pillar of K2 
attempted by the French is supe~b. 
Scott Certainly the most beautiful route on 
K2 to date. 
Messner Feasible in the alpine style? 
Vertical Casarotto told me the other day that 
he will attempt it next year solo. 
Messner He'll never make it! . 
Beghin I think that thew. Pillar of Makalu IS 

harder. 
Vertical And Everest: what is left? Apart 
from the traverse from Lhotse? 
Scott They talk about the "Horseshoe": 
West Shoulder of Everest, Lhotse and 
descend via Nuptse. Interminable. . 
Messner One could also climb up one side 
and down the other, solo or as a pair. 
Loretan The S. West face interests me a lot .. . 
Beghin The arete _where_ Boardi:nan and 
Tasker disappeared Is very ImpressIve and of 
horrible length! Otherwise, the West Shoulder 
in winter. . 
Escoffier There, it is a problem of the condi
tions. 
Beghin And on the east face climbed by the 
Americans? 
Messner Superb, dangerous, but already 
climbed . . 
Vertical Eric, you used a hang-glider for link
ing your routes on the Jorasses, would that or 
a parachute bring something new to the 
Himalaya? . . 
Escoffier You gain time, but this Is less 
important. You're not going to do two 8000's 
in a day! 
Vertical Let's come back to finances. What 
happens in Poland? I believe that a krab costs 
15 days' salary? 
Kurtyka I'm afraid to speak about that ... 
They will throw me in prison! We have some 
grants, mainly in zlotys-not so much in hard 
currencies .. . Last year the three best groups 
shared 5,000. I had one for 1,600. . . . 
Rutkiewicsz There are many exped1t1o_ns in 
Poland, despite its being a country tha~ Is not 
known for its wealth .. . The system Is simple: 
the State pays in zlotys, the food costs, trans
port and a little for the equipment. The rest, 
about half, is paid by the men:,bers of the 
expedition. Very large exped1t1ons can be 
helped by the ministry that fosters the club, 
but only once every three years . The, cost of 
an expedition represents three years wages 

K~rtyka Otherwise we carry out work that 
requires use of ropes: working on bell _towers, 
factory chimneys . .. it is very well paid . 

Vertical And in Britain? 
Scott Apart from our own incomes we have 
grants from the Mount Everest Foundation . 

Voytek Kurtyka 

Following the 1953 ascent, t_he profits from 
the film and the book were invested by the 
Alpine Club, and thanks to the accumulating 
interest 50 or so small expeditions received 
grants every year - in the order of £500 to 
£1,500. It's not a lot, but it helps the young 
approach equipment manufacturers. 
Messner This money doesn't smell any bet
ter than that of the Crazy Horse Saloon! I 
would rather be sponsored by a whore! 
Kurtyka As long as you don't sell your name 
to the fascist party! 
Messner To any government! . . 
Kurtyka That's the reason why Po_hsh clim
bers have disappeared from telev1s1on ... 
Rutkiewicsz There's a boycott ... 
Messner In France, if ¥ou are against Mitter
rand but you accept a grant from the State, 
can you say "I have taken your money but I 
don't like it"? (Laughter.) . . . 
Beghin In that case we are a little like c1v1I ser-
vants ... . 
Scott I don't understand all these polemics 
against the MEF. The money comes from 
climbers, from lectures, etc. It Is the best yvay 
to ensurethatclimbing isn'ttainted by pol1t1cs. 
Messner As soon as you get money from your 
government, you get tied up with politics! 
Kurtyka If you had the choice! Besides, money 
from the government is money from the 
people. If we consider that we_are do(ng some
thing worthwhile, that will enrich society, th_ere 
is no reason for refusing what that society 
offers you. However, if the government 
attempts to use us for propaganda ... 
Messner Like Hitler! Why did he give money 
for the Eiger North Face? For propaganda! 
Kurtyka Don't shout so loud! I can assure you 
I'm no Hitler! 
Vertical Well then, regarding the all time 
"greats", who are those that mean the most to 
you? 
Scott Lionel Terray. 
Kurtyka Tichy, Shipton. 
Loretan Buhl, Mummery. 
Beghin Norton and all the Everest pionf:ers. 
Escoffier I don't know enough about history : 
Norton perhaps? 
Messner Mummery, Lionel Terray. 
Rutkiewicsz Diemberger. He was the precur
sor of alpine style on Broad Peak .. . and he 
returned more than 20 years later! ~nd 
because I met him descending Everest, which I 
was going to attempt the following _ day: I 
hadn't a sleeping bag and he lent me his! 

Summary: A discussion of Himalayan climb
ing at Reinhold Messner's home, O?tober 
1985 conducted by Stephane Deweze, with the 
help' of Dominique Vulliamy-Lanctot and 
Romain Vogler. Article translated from the 
French by Madeleine Du roan. 
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BOOKS 

Rock Climbs of Tahquitz and 
Suicide Rocks 
by Randy Vogel 
Chockstone Press, $12.95 

Tahquitz and Suicide Rocks 
captured the attention of the early 
rock climbing pioneers. For the 
most part, this attention ended 
when the Stonemasters freed 
most of the obvious remaining aid 
lines (mid 1970s). The nearby 
Joshua Tree National Monument 
became the focus in Southern 
California for the next decade. 
Climbers from all over the world 
came to visit Joshua Tree, but 
most of them didn't even think of 
going to Tahquitz and Suicide 
Rocks-only 1 ½ hours away in the 
mountains. Joshua Tree enjoyed 
its overnight popularity because it 
is one of the only winter crag 
climbing areas. If the truth be 
known, Tahquitz and Suicide 
Rocks are also climbable in the 
winter (South faces for rock, 
North face of Tahquitz for 
occasional ice/mixed). It is 
hopeful that Randy Vogel's new 
guidebook will entice climbers to 
sample the climbing on Tahquitz 
and Suicide Rocks. It is as good as 
Joshua Tree (some say better), 
but a completely different 
experience. 

Vogel's new guidebook, 
published by Chockstone Press, is 
attractive, informative and 
concise. One ofthe best features 
is the aerial photography of the 
crags by Brian Rennie. The 
topographical climbing maps are 
well drawn, with the ratings for 
quality and difficulty being very 
accurate . 

The book includes maps and 
other pertinent information for 
the visitor. An historical overview 
is also included. Vogel ends this 
section by saying, "little new 
route or first free ascents remain 
at either rock". The lack of new 
routes to be done will probably 
make this edition the last for some 
time. 

There are few mistakes in this 
book. Rick Accomazzo was 
omitted from the first free ascent 
list for the Green Arch (5.11 c), but 
was mentioned for this in the 
historical overview. Green Arch is 
one ofthe most brilliant routes on 
Tahquitz. Tony Yaniro's 
remarkable first free ascent of the 
Pirate (5.12c) was not mentioned 
along wth the other historic 
accounts of significant Suicide 
Rocks climbs. Tony's lead of the 
Pirate in 1978 left everyone in 
disbelief ... and nobody besides 
Tony was able to repeat this until 
Fires arrived. 

The most obvious mistake of 
the guidebook is on p.42 where 
the lines are drawn on the South 
Face of Tahquitz. Each route 
drawn on that photograph is 
assigned one number too high 
(i.e. the route labelled 95 is really 
94, etc.). This can easily be double 
checked with the topos on p.43 
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which describe the same routes, 
and are accurate. On Suicide 
Rocks, the routes named Make 
Out and Shake Out are really 
called Spooky Spike Direct (5.9) 
and Vicious Rumours (5.11 c). 

These minor mistakes do not 
diminish the value of owning 
Rock Climbs of Tahquitz and 
Suicide Rocks by Randy Vogel. 
The book retails for $12.95 (U.S.) 
and is available from climbing 
shops or Chockstone Press, 526 
Franklin St., Denver, Colorado 
880218, USA. 
Randy Leavitt 

Joshua Tree Rockclimbing Guide 
by Randy Vogel 
Chockstone Press $25.00 

What has a cover of lavender and 
is the subject of recent slander? 
Only in the slander capital of the 
climbing world, Joshua Tree 
National Monument, would a 
guidebook get so much abuse. At 
the same time it is selling like hot 
cakes, and I don't expect the first 
printing of 6,000 to last 
throughout the year. This is for 
two reasons: 
1. Joshua Tree National 
Monument is a world famous 
winter crag climbing area, and a 
very large number of people want 
route information about it. 
2. Randy Vogel's new guidebook 
is excellent, five star. 

Since Vogel is no stranger to 
slander, I'm sure that he didn 't 
expect his new guidebook to be 
above any sort of negativity. He 
even states in his preface, "Some 
climbers are bound to be 
offended by your guide, and end 
up disliking you." But let's face it, 
in Southern California slander is 
sometimes a form of affection. 

Joshua Tree, with its 1374 
routes (and growing every 
weekend) must be one of the most 
difficult rock climbing areas to 
organise into a guidebook. Vogel 
has accomplished this with maps, 
aerial photographs and "mug 
shots" of all the crags. These mug 
shots have the routes outlined on 
them, and below these (on each 
page) is a list of each route, its 
name, difficulty, and first ascent 
team. Vogel's method of 
description is very simple and 
useful, which makes for a 
guidebook that is uncluttered. 

Publishing a guidebook 
sometimes tends to alter history. 
You might be surprised to find out 
that Joshua Tree's most famous 
5.12, Leave it to Beaver, is no 
longer 5.12, it's now 5.11 d. Sorry, 
that's what it says in the new 
book! But if you are into checking 
off routes, you ' ll be happy to 
know that there is a route check 
list in the back with all of the 
routes grouped together in their 
difficulty range. Next to each 
route name is a small box that can 
be checked. This is a great idea 
and should keep everyone busy 
for a while. For those of you who 
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really like checking off routes, I 
suggest making a xerox copy of 
the check list before you mark on 
it. That way you can check off the 
routes twice! 

If Randy Vogel had let a few of 
the local climbers review the 
guide before its publication, then I 
believe that the most 
fundamental error in his book 
could have been prevented. 
Several routes are very 
undergraded (i.e. The Watusi and 
Dial Africa, and one route doesn't 
even exist (see Dimp for a Chimp)! 
Ninety percent of the climbers 
using this book won't find any 
significant errors, but the 
seasoned local will (and should) 
be able to cope with it. 

John Wolfe deserves credit 
because he had published earlier 
editions of a Joshua Tree 
guidebook. This helped to reduce 
Randy's task to a less than 
insurmountable problem . Vogel's 
edition contains three times as 
many routes and employs a more 
usable format than John Wolfe's 
previous edition. 

Randy Leavitt 

Medicine for Mountaineering 

by J. A . Wilkerson Third Edition 
1985 

The Mountaineers, distributed by 
Cordee - Mountain Books, £8.95 

This 435 page manual for the 
serious expeditioner/expedition 
doctor has reached its third 
edition after 18 years. It remains 
an outstanding comprehensive 
volume for all medical 
emergencies and is a must for 
base camp. It weighs one pound. 

The book includes a thorough 
survey of First Aid, trauma and 
environmental illnesses (altitude, 
cold, heat, sun, bites, stings) and 
a standard simplified medical 
textbook. Appendices on drugs, 
medical supplies and (it's the 
USA) legal considerations. 

The European non-medical 
reader may have problems with 
the drugs, reflecting different 
medical fashions and legal 
requirements. For example, 
barbiturates are mentioned as 
sleeping tablets - they are now 
rarely used in Britain for this 
purpose. Another transatlantic 
foible is to avoid almost all 
mention of contributions by 
European (and other) authors. We 
have to get used to it, living so far 
East. 

Despite these minor criticisms 
this book is still the leader in this 
field, excellent value for money 
and a lasting tribute to its busy 
author, the contributors and The 
Mountaineers. 

Charles Clarke 

It's a Modern World 
from Duncan McCal/um 

Dear Sir, 
Having just returned from an 
extensive tour of American 
climbing, it is interesting to note 
the dilemmas facing American 
climbers at the moment. The plain 
truth of the matter is that in areas 
where abseil inspection is 
frowned upon along with 
preplaced protection on first 
ascents, the standards of the 
routes are not as high as the more 
"progressive" areas. The 
problem is very noticeable and 
has been commented on by many 
prominent visiting climbers. 

Southern California is the 
outstanding area for comment. 
The "renegade" climbers are 
insulted and ridiculed by 
"traditional" climbers. In Joshua 
Tree routes that in Britain would 
be led with preplaced protection 
(peg or bolts) are top roped or 
multiple top roped and then 
soloed. Others have bolts placed 
in the lead while the climber 
hangs on a hook (the route is then 
called mixed on the first ascent). 

The determining factor is 
obviously the steepness of the 
rock, less steep being hook 
drilled. The steep are top roped 
then soloed up to a certain 
standard, mostly by Bachar; 
mortals just top rope. Even the 
amazing Bachar is not soloing the 
modern grades in America. This 
bottom up ethic is beginning to 
leave Californian standards 
behind the rest of the country. 

The end result of this is that 
routes with abseil cleaned 
inspection and bolts have been 
chopped, eg Power Fingers 
(5.11 + ).The claim of hold 
chipping is also being bandied 
about. As far as I could see, this is 
the normal British practice of 
removing loose flakes on or about 
finger holds. This chopping has 
now led to the retaliatory 
chopping by "progressive" 
climbers of Sole Fusion (5.12), a 
hook drilled and therefore aid 
(mixed) route on the first ascent 
(although "mixed" they are 
reported free in guide books, but 
fine climbs all the same). The first 
ascent style is the overriding 
factor to traditional climbers. This 
produces bad bolts (many more 
so than on abseiled routes) and 
gritty loose holds. 

What has this got to do with 
British climbing? Firstly, there is 
the fact that bolts are an issue, or 
will be; and secondly, it shows 
how ethics hold back the general 
standards of an area. Climbers 
who do not solo or top rope in J.T. 
have no climbs to try work on, and 
therefore improve with the 
"progressive" areas ofthe States. 

In limestone areas of England 
and Wales, bolts, along with 
dogging on first ascents, have 
become common. This, as all can 
see, is producin~ harder climbs in 



Above: Graham Pierce making the third ascent of Ionic Strength (5. 12a), and Below: Tony Yanira on the first ascent of Nuclear Arms (5. 12a), 
both at the Atom Smasher area of Joshua Tree. Photos: Randy Leavitt. 

concentration than elsewhere in 
the country. Climbers not in the 
forefront of development also 
become better, owing to the 
raising of the general standard. 

The key to producing good 
modern climbs seems to be in 
sensible bolting. The quest for the 
ultimate difficulty alone (many 
bolts per pitch) produces nothing 
more than extended bouldering 
and fitness problems 
(gymnastics) . The tradition of bolt 
or existing climbs takes second 
place. This is not a good thing. 

It is evident to many that bolts 
will eventually arrive in non
limestone areas. The lessons 
learned on limestone should be 
put into practice in other areas if 
we are to preserve exciting 
climbing and not produce bolt 
ladders. 
1. "Sporting placements", as 
described in the Mountain 105 
article on Kilnsey, should not be 
placements that require long 
arms to clip, but should be far 
enough apart or off the ground to 
require skill not size to reach. 
Place bolts near or on stopping 
places if possible. 
2. Placements should not be 
beside crux moves (overhead), 
allowing them to be used as aid, 
or able to make easy dogging 
possible on crucial sections. 
3. Top roping of climbs to 
maximise bolt distance orto wire 
clips is a bad deal, also most 
second ascents will be tried "on 
sight". 
4. If subsequent elimination of 
bolts is to be attempted, this 
should be done on sight with the 
removal of the piece before 
attempting the climb (or the 

taping over of the bolt eye), so as 
to simulate no bolt. Even if bolts 
are bypassed, they were always 
thereto bottle out on. The climber 
following your elimination does 
not have the option to clip as you 
did. 

The argument that bold 
climbing will be destroyed by 
bolting is an understandable 
worry, but falls short in reality at 
about 6c and above. Scotland, the 
Lakes and non-limestone areas 
are not being subjected to this yet, 
but that's mainly because of the 
existence of protection on ultra 
technical climbs to date. Many 
blank super-routes await the 
appearance of bolts in these 
areas. 

The policy in Scotland of no 
bolts in guidebooks and the threat 
of bolted routes being left out of 
publications or chopped without 
illumination, is sadly a negative 
stance which is echoed in many 
"non hot" areas. This does not 
face the issue with much more 
clarity, and is producing a wave of 
routes with preplaced RPs, tapped 
in placements, drilled pegs, 
multiple belays, top roping etc. 
This practice of in situ wires is 
extremely dangerous, as many 
only last one season or one 
ascent, rotting away quickly, 
leaving routes unclimbable. 

Whether new route ambitions 
can be subdued or diverted to 
routes of a lesser standard than of 
their limestone counterparts 
remains to be seen, but, in the 
words of a punk classic ... It's a 
Modern World. 

Duncan McCallum, 
Edinburgh 
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Fight for Picos 
from Javier Fida/go Pardo and 
Avelino Carcaba Vazquez 
(on behalf of the Colectivo de 
Montaneros de Asturias) 

Dear Mountaineers, 
We were glad to see a short article , 
in Mountain 107 covering events 
in the Picas de Europa. As the 
author of the article quite rightly 
suggests, the issue is of concern 
to the whole mountaineering 
community and it would be an 
excellent idea if moves were 
made to stop the described 
proposals from being completed. 

We are currently working in 
Asturias to defend the unique 
beauty of a place we know well, 
and which is also known to many 
foreign mountaineers. We need 
help, and we appeal to all those 
mountaineers who have visited 
the Picas and who feel that the 
mountains should not be made 
victim ofthetype of mass tourism 
that has spoiled so many other 
ranges, to write to us supporting 
our efforts, and to denounce the 
plans for huts, footpaths and 
telepheriques that will do so 
much damage to the area. 

We also appeal to all those who 
have experience of the effects of 
mass tourism on high mountain 
areas, and on the lives of the 
people ir the surrounding valleys, 
to write to us describing their 
impressions on these two key 
topics. , 

The letters and information we 
receive will be used, in conjunction 
with a report we are compiling, to 
bring pressure to bear on local 
and national government. The 
report includes a detailed analysis 
of the dangers of the proposed 
chanQes. It also offers a series of 
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more rational alternatives for the 
development of the area. 
Supported by a large number of 
letters from people outside Spain, 
1t will be an important weapon in 
our fight. Please help us and write. 
Javier Fidalgo Pardo 
Avelino Carcaba Vazquez 
Asturias, Spain 

My Kind of Town 
from Jack Fralick 

Dear Sirs, 
You certainly should be more 
discriminating in your choice of 
book reviewers. In his review of 
Extremist's Guide to Devil's Lake 
New Climbs, Jack Ness stoops to 
gross inaccuracy and unfairness 
in his characterization of the 
Chicago Mountaineering Club as 
"America's foremost armchair 
climbing club". 

In fact, the Chicago 
Mountaineering Club is a small 
organization of serious climbers 
whose active membership is 
proportionately as large as that to 
be found in the American Alpine 
Club, Colorado Mountain Club, 
Canadian Alpine Club, etc. 
Chicagoans must drive 2,200 
miles round-trip for a climbing 
holiday in the Central Rockies and 
farther to the Tetons and 
Canadian Rockies. Who dares to 
call these people "armchair" 
mountaineers? The Chicago 
Mountaineering Club has always 
had its share of first rate climbers, 
including two of the finest this 
country has ever seen. 

Jack Ness is entitled to his 
opinions of the old guidebook and 
the new one, but his cheap shot at 

Tony Yanira, just after taking a particularly severe ground fall at 
Joshua Tree! Photo: Leavitt. 

the Chicago Mountaineering Club 
is unforgivable. 
Very truly yours, 
Jack Fralick 
Tequesta, Florida 

Flawed Diamond 
from Dave Holmes 

Dear Sir, 
TheLundy1985hypedoesn1 
.mention the bolts on the Diamond 
routes, though they are faintly 
visible in the picture. 

We know that Gary [Gibson] 
can climb 5c without bolts, as he 
did on Egyptian Reggae - well 
done! 

Now if Gary in 1985 can climb 5c 
without bolts, can he not imagine 
that some time soon (perhaps) 
someone will have guts enough 
to climb the Diamond lines he 
should have left without.the 
bolts? 

If Gary's view is that bolts are 
OK on limestone (Clarion Call) 
and on Lundy granite as well, then 
why no bolts on Egyptian Reggae, 
thus reducing it to E2 or E3, 
making it accessible to more of 
the fraternity? It seems that Gary 
may place bolts only for his own 
convenience (reminds one of 
toilet, doesn't it?) . 
(Up) Yours, 
Dave Holmes 
Bethesda 

Scotland the Brave 
from Peter Ogden 

Dear Sir, 
Congratulations to Kenny Spence 
on his excellent summary of 
Scottish climbing. It does, 
however, indicate that general 
climbing standards up there are 
somewhat behind the rest of the 
UK. The same names appear time 
and time again - indeed, where 
would Scotland be without 
Cuthbertson and Hamilton? 
possibly nowhere if it were not for 
the English invaders Whillance, 
Fowler, Colton etc. 

One reason for more people not 
joining Cubby in pushing up 
standards could be the appalling 
training facilities up there. If you 
manage to find a climbing wall in 
the Glasgow/Edinburgh area, the 
chances of using it are as high as 
the numbers of Scots climbing E5. 

Glasgow College ofTechnology 
Gym offers two 15-foot cracks and 
a small assortment of building 
bricks sticking out of a painted 
wall, all on offer for £1.50 ... 
closed seven days a week, apart 
from two hours on Tuesday and 
Wednesday evenings; tough if 
you work shifts or in a pub. 
Incidentally, don't stray on to the 
adjacent multi-gym or you can 
say goodbye to another £1.50. 

As for the Meadowbank 
Stadium in Edinburgh, one of 
Britain's largest sports complexes 
-forget it. Experience the delights 
of a one-hour drive to the stadium 
to be told, "Yes, the climbing wall 
1s open for a two-hour session, 
but you can't use it because it's 
full." Wow! I've seen the Sobell 

wall in London writhing on a 
Wednesday evening, but this 
must be something else. Images 
of hundreds of people fighting to 
get on overhanging finger cracks 
were shattered by the reality that 
this sprawling wall is limited to 20 
climbers, all wearing the 
compulsory red helmets 
provided. 1986 or 1968? 

Yours sincerely, 
Peter Ogden 
Reading 

Changtse 
from Joss Lynam 
Dear Editor, 
I refer to Alan Rouse's article in 
Mountain 104 and Jim Lindsay's 
letter in Mountain 107 regarding 
Changtse. Lindsay talks of an 
American ascent in 1982, reported 
in AAJ 1983. The AAJ 1983 
actually reported a German 
expedition which climbed the 
peak by the NE ridge in Autumn 
1982 (U. Sehetieitner on 13 
October, P. Braun, R. Frick, L. 
Hosle and M. Engler on 16 
October). This appears to be the 
first ascent of the peak. The only 
other attempt which I can trace 
(also by the NE ridge) was by 
Shipton's party during the 
monsoon 1935, which was halted 
by soft snow somewhere above 
their last camp at 23,500 ft. 
((Himalayan Journal, 1936.) 

Yours sincerely, 
Joss Lynam 
Dublin 

Crossed Lines 
from Jeff Achey 

Dear Editor, 
In referencbto a route reported on 
North Sixshooter Peak in 
Canyon lands, Utah, and a 
correction offered by Jessica 
Gladstone in Mountain 107, some 
additional information may 
reduce the confusion for those 
interested in the development of 
this area. The so-called "sister 
crack" of the Lightning Bolt route 
actually forms an "X" with the 
latter. When Chip and I began in 
the thin first pitch crack left of the 
Lightning Bolt start there were, 
indeed, obvious signs of previous 
ascent. Our name, Liquid Sky, 
applies primarily to the previously 
unclimbed wide-crack pitches 
splitting the large roof right ofthe 
Lightning Bo/tfinish; either 
Duran's and Gladstone's fine 
pitch, or the original Lightning 
Bolt start is an appropriate 
approach to the spectacular 
"critique of pure squeezin"' 
above. It is sincerely hoped that 
no bolts will appear on the 
unprotected pitch up to the roof, 
or, for that matter, next to any of 
the beautiful, parallel -sided 
cracks the Wingate sandstone so 
uniquely provides. Apologies for 
any apparent attempt to usurp 
undue credit. 
Sincerely, 
Jeff Achey 
Boulder, Colorado 





BEST rvo.JNTAINFILM 
documentations about expeditions, 
alpine mountaineering, ski-extrem. 

BEST CLIMBINGFILM 
climbing on rock and ice. 

Latest films in 16 mm and video will 
be awarded by international judges 

For i nf ormation contact : 
In ternational Mountainfilmfestival 86 
Griesplatz 10 , A-8020-GRAZ I AUSTRIA 

CHOUINARD 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
BOUGHT AND SOLD. Catalogues Issued - s.a.e. please. 

Jarvis Books, 57 Smedley Street East, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3FQ, England 
Shop open Monday-Saturday, 9.30-5.30. Tele: (0629) 55322 

Climbers " Chalk " Block. Pure Magnesiu m Carbonate . Send 
£7 .90 for Bx 2oz. Blocks to : I .W .F. Ltd , Dept . M . 78A Forsyth 
Road , Newcastle / Tyne NE2 3EU . Trade enqu iries welcome . 

~ BECK All hand made. Uncond itionally guaranteed. 
~ - 86 catalog free to foreign; 

CRAMPON STRAPS U.S. & Canada, send 20¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 93120, USA. 

EQUIPMENT 

Right for flight. 

Illus tration: Bob Fass/. 
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Chouinard Bod Harness 

We manufacture the double-pass 7075 T6 aluminum 
buckle in our own machine shop. It tests at 2200 kg. 

•The wide, pile-lined waistband and Fastex-adjustable legs suit 
this harness to most conditions, summer or winter. 

•The strong, flexible 2¼" webbing was woven especially for 
this harness. Its soft texture makes the Bod Harness 
comfortable even on long routes. 

• Attachment points sewn along the top edge of the 
waistband allow you to construct an on-harness gear rack 

from the 4mm perlon and vinyl tubing that come packaged 
with each harness. 

The Bod Harness is a super light (15 oz), comfortable, 
unrestrictive free-climbing harness. It comes in 4 sizes: S M L 
XL. It's available at your local Chouinard dealer, or from us at 
the address below: 

Chouinard ~ E(luiP-ment, Ltd. 
P.O. Box 90/245 West Santa Clara Ventura, CA 93002 



The most popular rock boot in 
the World. 
Designed to be the best all
around rock climbing boot. 
Durable. ligth and flexible . Es
pecially excellent for friction 
and crack climbing . 

New improved shape for 1986 designed by John Ba
char in conjunction with Boreal. New shape provides 
more contort. better fit, and increased support and 
performance for FIRE and FIRE-CAT. 

Based on the FIRE with spe
cial modifications. 
Interior lining of laminated 
canvas gives more support 
for frontal and lateral edging. 
Slightly more rigid without 
compromising the flexibility 
required for friction climbing. 

New improved shape for 1986 designed b/ John Ba-
car in conjunction with Boreal. New shape provides 
more contort, better fit, and increased support and per
formance for FIRE and FIRE-CAT. 

FIRE ■ BALLET 
Different construction en toe, earch, heel 
and shape. 

Specialized boot 
for toetip edging 
on certain types 
of climbing pro
blems. 

The toe permits more usage of all the toes 
in frontal edging. 
The anatomically designed heel has an ad
ded elastic band to provide more control 
and prevent heell-lift. 





UIAA MOUNTAIN MED,ICINE DATA CENTRE 
Advice and literature on high altitudes, mountain 
medicine, expedition medicine. SAE to: UIAA Mountain 
Medicine Data Centre, Department of Neurological 
Sciences, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 38 Little Britain , 
London EC1. 

HAVE YOU GOT ONE? 
From Britain's No.1 Mail Order Company comes the best 
equipment catalogue you can buy. 112 colourtul pages packed 
with top quality products, interesting information and sound 
advice. Get the best and forget the rest by sending £1 .50 to: 
FIELD & TREK DEPT. MC, 3 WATES WAY, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 
Tel (0277)221259/233122/2194181210913 (24 HRS) 

MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS FOR SAtE 
I have copies of almost all issues of M9untain available for sale. 
Copies also swapped and bought . International enquiries welcome. 
Dave Wilson. 3 Harlesden Road, St. Albans, Al 1 4LE. England . 

THE•ALPS 
SHIROSHIRAHATA 

HIS IS THE FINEST COLLECTION OF COLOUR 
ATES EVER TO APPEAR IN PRINT ILLUSTRATING 

THE MAGNIFICENCE OF THE ALPS 

105 full page plates. with detailed captions large 
format 385 X 265mm Beautifully hardbound 

together with casebound library box 

This book Is uniqueI See a copy now in your local 
climbing shop. or direct from CORD EE 

3a DeMontfort Street. Leicester LE l 7HD (post free In 
Great Britain) overseas customers please add £3 76 

for postage. (US dollar cheques welcome $65 00 inc. postage) 

WORK OPPORTUNITIES 
with CAN (UK) LTD 

CAN (UK) specialises in the adaptation of mountaineering 
techniques for use on civil engineering projects that involve 
high or difficult access work. 
We require graduate/chartered civil engineers, technicians 
and tradesmen for development of operations in the U.K. and 
abroad. 
IF you have experience/qualifications in civil engineering or 
related activities and wish to use your skills on interesting 
engineering projects then write with C.V. to: 

CAN (UK) Ltd., 
Avtech House, Birdhall Lane, Cheadle Heath, 

Stockport, SK3 OXX, Cheshire. 

The British Mountaineering Council invites applications for the post of 

NATIONAL OFFICER 
This is one of the most important positions in the sport and requires an 
outstanding personality. 
The National Officer will be the Council's expert, servicing the 
Technical and Climbing Wall committees. He/She will also be 
responsible for the Council's International meets and exchanges and 
on advising on technique and other general mountaineering matters. 
To carry out these duties the person appointed will need to have a 
scientific/engineering or technical background. He/She will also need 
to be a mountaineer of the highest standing and currently active. A 
knowledge of mountain trairung will be useful. 
The salary will be negotiable in the range of £8,000 - £11,000 and the 
appointment will be for a five year contract. 
A driving licence is essential. 
Applications in writing, marked Confidential to Dennis Gray, General 
Secretary, British Mountaineering Council, Crawford House, Booth 
Street East, Manchester M 13 9RZ. 
Closing date for applications: 31st May, 1986. 

Make an expedition 
of yourself I 

456·8 The Strand,London WC2. Tel: 01-839 5161 
215 Kensington High Street, London we 68D. Tel: 01-9381911 

To: Alpine Sports, 456-8 The Strand, London WC2. 
Please send me the NEW 1986 CATALOGUE 
I enclose 30p for postage and packing. 

_____________ Postcode: ____ _ 

Photo: Julian Gearin 
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Europe 
ALP 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele II, 167-10139 Torino, Italy. 
Published 12 times a year 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
74 South Audley Street, London, W1Y 5FF, Great Britain . 
Published once a year. 

ALPINISME & RANDONNEE 
7 Rue de Lille, 75007, Paris . 
Published 12 times a year. 

ALPIN 
Ortlerstrasse 8, 8000 Munchen 70, Germany 
Published 12 times a year. 

DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, D-8000 Munchen 20, Germany 
Published 12 times a year 

DESNIVEL 
Apartado de Correos 19 083, Madrid, Spain. 
Published 4 times a year 

EXTREM 
Rambles. 61, Barcelona-2, Spain. 
Published 6 times a year 

LAMONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie, 75008 Paris . France. 
Published 4 times a year 

MONTAGNES 
1 rue de la Prevachere, 38400 St. Martin D'Heres. France. 
Published 11 times a year. 

NORKLATT 
Postboks 5935, Hegdehaugen, 0308 Oslo 3, Norway 
Published 4 times a year 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Via della Rocca , 29-10123 Torino, Italy 
Published 4 times a year 

ROTPUNKT 
Stuttgarter Strasse 45, 7064 Remshalden-Grunbach, 
Germany. Published 3 times a year 

TATERNIK 
ul Stan ow Zjednoczonych 53 p 227, 04-028 Warsaw, 
Poland . Published twice a year. 

VERTICAL 
Residence Mummery, 28 Impasse des Primeveres. 
74400 Chamonix, France. Published 5 times a year 

U.S.A. 
AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St., New York, NY 10128, U.SA 
Published once a year 

CLIMBING 
Box E, Aspen, Col. 81611, U.SA 
Published 6 times a year. 

ROCK & ICE 
PO. Box 3595, Boulder, CO 80307, U.S.A. 
Published 6 times a year 

Asia 
THE IWA TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishers) Co. Ltd ., 1-1-33 Shiba Daimon, 
Minato Ku, Tokyo (Contains English language summary) 
Published 6 times a year. 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER 
Officialjournal of the Indian Mountaineering Foundation. 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi-110021 (India) 
Published 2 times a year. 

HIMALAYAN JOURNAL 
Published byTHE HIMALAYAN CLUB, Contact Oxford 
University Press, PO. Box 31, Oxford House, 
Appollo Sunder, Bombay 400001. 
Published once a year 

HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road, Calcutta 700 029, India . 
Published 12 times a year. 

WILD 
PO. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia . 
Published 4 times a year. 

ROCK . 
PO. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia . 
Published once a year 
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Choosing a rucsoc ? 
hich rucsac to buy is one of the most important 
and difficult questions for the discerning outdoor 
enthusiast. The Berghaus AB. and Red -Point 

ranges provide an excellent choice of models for 
botn specialist and general use. 

lTI he AB. System is a unique concept in load 
carrying. Its advanced design has 
been proven over the last five 

years on many of the leading 
expeditions to the Himalayas. There 
are, of course, many good reasons 
why AB. has become so popular with 
specialist users and these can be 
summarized as: 

e ADJUSTABILITY - in bacl,; shape and 
length gives a personal fit to your 
rucsac. 

e LOAD SHARING - between hips and shoulders 
helps reduce fatigue. 

e CARRYING COMFORT - enhanced by an 
anatomically shaped bacl,; and curved shoulder 
straps. 

e AIR CIRCULATION - increased by the special AB. 
bacl,;. 

e OCCIPITAL CAVITY -

- - - - - - - - - - allowing excellent 
freedom of head 
movement. 

he AB. system is 
used on high 
performance 

rucsacs where the 
optimum in load 
carrying comfort is 
required. 

@) ver the last few 
years the AB. 
55, 65 and 
65BC have 

become classic rucascs 
amongst Alpine climbers in Europe. 
Their dean, compact lines combined 

with the carrying comfort of the 
AB. bacl,; mal,;e them the perfect 

choice for mountaineers and sl,;i tourers. 

W heAB.70GT 
and the AB. 

EXPEDITION 
are specifically 

designed for carrying 
the large-

--

volumes and weights required on expeditions and 
extended trel'is. 

he AB. 60 LITE uses lighter weight 
materials which achieve a 
significant weight saving. Its multi-

purpose design is suitable for 
trel,;l,;ers, mountaineers and 

sl,;i tourers. 

-- lc\ njoy the Freedom 
LE:j of Red Point. 

Red Point rucsacs allow you to move quicl,;ly 
and easily in the mountains. Tough yet lightweight, 

simple but efficient, • 
Red Point is ideal for 
climbers, 
mountaineers, 
runners and sl,;iers 
carrying loads up to 
J5 lbs. 

ED FL..Af.AE is a 
truly versatile 
rucsac for the 
climber, mountaineer, sl,;ier or wall,;er. 

Its J5 I itre capacity is just right for that 
day or lightweight overnight trip. 

/ril ED VECTOR is a 46 litre rucsac 
~ suitable for Alpine climbing, 

sl,;i touring or several days 
lightweight bacl,;pacl,;ing. 

• or the sl,;ier, runner, 
wall,;er or climber 

who wants an 
ultra lightweight 

rucsac/hip bag, the RED 
BLITZ fulfills the role 

admirably. 

For further details on 
the AB. and RED POINT Load Carrying 

Systems as well as our LASER, MUNRO, 
DART and MUSTANG ranges please 
write to: 

----------mra 
Derghaus Limited, J4 Dean Street, 

Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1 PG. Tel : (091) 2J2 J561 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd. , 
46 Northbourne Avenue, 
Civic. Tel. 47.8949 (C) (S) 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Rick White 's Mountain Designs 
Shop 6, Caga Centre 
38 Akuna Street 2601 
Tel. (062) 477153 (M) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W. : Milsons Point 
Caving Equipment 
P.O. Box 230, 2061 
Tel. 02.929.0432 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
69 Liverpool Street, 2000. 
Tel. 26.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W. : Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02 .264.3146/02.267.3639 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21 , Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel.(07)2296609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's Mounta in Designs, 
99 Mary Street, 
Brisbane 4000, 
Tel. (07)2216756 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd ., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty . Ltd ., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.212.7857 

Victoria: Camberwell Junction 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 82.7229 

Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
115 Canterbury Rd ., 3135. 
Tel. (03) 729.7844 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria : Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67 .4845 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67 .3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67.7966 

Western Australia : Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33A Adelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd ., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts . 
Tel. 09.394615 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd ., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67 .148 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd ., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave ., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies 
109 Thomas St. 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
675 Yonge Street, 
M4Y 2BZ. 
Tel. 416.964.7909 

Ontario: Waterloo 
Adventure Guide, 
258 King St. N, 
N2J 2Y9 
Tel. 519.886.3121 

GERMANY 
Bochum 1 
Tourenzentrum Berghuser 
Alleestr. 89, 4630 
Tel. 0234.64729 (C) (M) (S) 

Bonn 
Sine 
Breite Str. 47,5300 
Tel. 0228.654320 (C) (M) 

Frankfurt 1 
Sine 
Oeder Weg 43, 6000 
Tel. 069.552233 (C) (M) 

Freiburg 
Sine 
Moltkestr. 5, 7800 
Tel. 0761.37934 (C) (M) 

Heidelberg 
Sine 
Rohrbacher Str. 81 , 6900 
Tel. 06221 .15010 (C) (M ) 

Mainz 
Sine 
Graben 1,6500 
Tel. 06131.226681 (C ) (M ) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel. (089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Hong Kong Mountaineering 

Training Centre, 
1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, 
Kowloon . 
Tel. 3-848190 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd ., 

102, 1/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd ., 
Wan Chai . 
Tel. 5-733313 

ITALV 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 2301 0 
Tel. 0342 640873 

KOREA 

Seoul 
Cobra Sports Incorporation 
1067, Jaegi-Dong 
Dongdaemoon-Ku (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. (02) 964.8827,3249 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street, (C) (M) (S ) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061 .928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.681 6 (S) 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop 
92-98 Corporation Street , 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.7799 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd ., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd ., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq 'ment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277.233122 - Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd ., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road . 
Tel. 0272 .741157 

Bristol 
Pindisports 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS14SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd . 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Canterbury 
Field & Trek (Equ ipment) Ltd ., 
3 Palace Street. 
Tel. 0227.470023 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S ) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action , 
12 Wyeverne Road , Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 · 



Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road . 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
Tudor House, 
14 Spon St., 
CV13BA 
Tel. 0203.21937 

Croydon 
Pindisports 
Whitgift Centre, 
CR0 1U4. 
Tel. 01 688 2667 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevisport 
Unit 13, 
Waverley Market, 
EH11BQ. 
Tel. 031.557.0923 

Elgin 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd ., 
High Street, PH33 6EJ. 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041.221.4531 /2 

Glasgow 
High range Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauciehall Street (M) 
Tel. 041.332.4814 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain 
Howard Town Mill 
Victoria St. 
Tel. 045.74.4424 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
13 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

---

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.6661 0 

Leeds 
Centresport 
40 Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leeds/Bradford 
Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, 
Guiseley LS20 9JA. 
Tel. 0943.75846 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 

llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W86BD 
Tel. 01.938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
456/8 The Strand 
WC2R 0RG 
Tel. 01.839.5161 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

London 
Y.H.A. Shop 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01.836.8541 /7 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) • 
Tel. 061.834.7119 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.323561 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE11RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd ., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL1 1TA. 
Tel. 061 .620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd ., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

Tromso 
Tindloftet A/S 
Storgt. 58 
Tel. 083.85103 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54.-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87 .04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Anchorage 
Alaska Mountaineering 

and Hiking, 
2633 Spenard Road, 99503. 
Tel.907.272.1811 (C)(M)(S) 

Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd ., 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) 

California: la Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd., 
3659 Riverside Plaza, 95026. 
Tel. 714.825.2976 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401. 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 
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California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road , 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401 . 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California : San Diego 
Pack Factory, 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. 
Tel. 714.755.7662 

California: San Francisco 
The North Face, 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

California: Santa Ana 
Holubar Mountaineering 
3650 S. Bristol St., 92704. 
Tel. 714.549.8541 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington , 95370. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd. , 
1136 Speer Blvd ., 8020 4. 
Tel. 303.433.3372 

Colorado: Denver 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3500 S. College Ave., 80525. 
Tel. 303.226.3683 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) 

Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. 
Tel. 303.238.7511 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 

Massachusetts : Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Ave. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) 

Massachusetts: Salem 
Life Sports 
East India Mall, 01970 
Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) 

Montana: Bozeman 
Northern Lights Trading Co., 
1627 W. Main, 59715 
Tel. 406.586.2225 (C) (M) (S) 

Full adjustability makes 
the Pat Littlejohn ideal for 

rock and ice activists. 
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NEW colours, NEW strong 
rustproof Delrin 'D' rings 

throughout and NEW 
Fastex buckled hitching strap. 

N.H. : North Conway 
International Mountain 

Equipment, Main Street, 03860 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561 . 
Tel.914.255.1311 (S) 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters, 
21 Park Place, 10007. 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

Oregon:lndependence 
Independence Mountaineering, 
215 South Main, 97351 . 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Holubar Mountaineering 
3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. 
Tel. 801.272.9403 (C) (S) (M) 

Virginia: Bristol 
Mountain Sports Ltd ., 
1010 Commonwealth Ave., 
24201 
Tel. 703.466.8988 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515 

Washington: Leavenworth 
Der Sportsman 
837 Front St. 
Tel. 509.548.5623 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Sw.allow's Nest, 
3320 Meridian Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105 
Tel. 206.633.4431 

Washington : Seattle 
The North Face, 
1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
Tel. 206.622.4111 

Washington: Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply, 
3730 South Pine, 98409. 
Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin : Kenosha 
Life Sport, 
4917 Seventh Ave., 53140 
Tel. 414.654.3351 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251 .9059 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Cody 
Sunlight Sports, 
1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Lander 
Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
220 Main Street, 82520. 
Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

EAP! 

IL 
OU 

Townhead, Eyam, Derbyshire 
Tel: Hope Valley (0433) 31873 
Telex: 54153 WILDCO G 



THE BEST CLIMBERS RELY ON 
MAMMUT 

MAMMUT-GUARANTEE: means Swiss quality 

tested to meet the highest standards. For moun-
~ . 

taineers that demand everything of themselves , • 
. ~ 

and their equipment. Because mountaineering is 

a peak experience.~~ 
~~ 
~~~ 
'cfl[w&~ 

AROVA-MAMMUT 
CH-5600 Lenzburg /Switzerland 

Distributors: Australia: Verglas/ UK: Northern Feather/ 
USA : Climb High, SMC A-16 



'IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF SCOTT' 

70 Gruelling days in the worst Antartic winter for years left no room 

for error . Every ounce of gear- physically pulled every foot of 

900 miles - had to be exceedingly good and utterly reliable. 

Mountain E uipment supplied the trekking and sleeping 

protection; down filled GoreTex covered duvets, salopettes and 

sleeping bags incorporating a special vapour barrier to eliminate 

freezing of down from body moisture plus GoreTex shell and 

jacket and salopettes . Mountain Equipment is no stranger to these 

wild places, the Transglobe Expedit ion chose it for both North 

and South Pole stages, the British East Greenland Expedition 

took Mounta in Equipment protection and we are suppliers to the 

British Antarctic Sur,vey. W I to maintain our claim to 

be "the world's top specialists in cold weather protection" ; the 

result shows in all our products from Everest sleeping bags to 

Freestyle and UltraFleece clothing. Send for our catalogue for 

more fascinating details. 

Mountain Equipment 
SUPPLIERS TO 14EVEREST EXPEDITIONS 

I P=:nd= ne:;;gel I Spring/Summer '86 colour catalogue. I enclose I 
40p to cover post and packing. 

I :m---=-----=--1 
1 __________ 1 

M109 
Send to : Mountain Equipment Ltd., 

Leech Street, Stalybridge, SK151SD~ 
Telephone : 061-338-8793. ---
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