


Not everybody knows that we have been 
expanding. This year has seen us venturing into 

all kinds of new territory, our ma;or expedition being into 
Edinburgh. Here is a little information about Nevisport and 
the various services we offer which varies slightly 
between shops. We try to give service next to none and 
hope that you will visit us whether you are a visitor or 

resident in Scotland. 

Waverley Market, Prin~s?tr!~E~ PR G H 
NEW SHOP! Just opened on Pri' m urgh_ EH11BQ Tel: 031-557 0923 

access and parkin arou nces Street rn Waverley Market . 
Thursdays with all th~ N _nd Waverley Station. Late night o wrth easy 
ski workshop and all th evrspo_rt features. We have added penrng on 

e amenrtres of Scotland's t d a very modern 
. * . centre are available. mos a vanced shopping 

Mountaineering equipment * I * M ce axe and era h" 
* Ski equipment * Sk_oundtain_eering and ski boots mpon rre 

1 an skr boot hire * sk· . 1 repair * Mail order 

GLASGOW 
261 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G3 3EZ Tel: 041-332 4814 

GI w's No 1 mountain shop. Situated in Sauchiehall Street w1~ good 
park~::asily available ~en\y of new ideas to improve our range o seMces 

* Mountaineering equipment * tee axe _and ~rampon hire * Mountaineering boot hire * Ski equ1pmen_t 
* Ski and ski boot hire * Ski_repair * Running * Multi-Gym equipment . 
* Mountaineering and ski boots * Mail order. 

High St~ORT WILLIA 
Situated al . eet, Fort wm· M 

on/ ongs,de Ben N . iam Tel· 
restau~ttuX_tohse built moue;t1s,_ Britain's high . 0397 4921 

mak I great f am sho est mou t · 
ea speciality of ood for the r!u~e _incorpora~ am, is Britain 's 

mountaineerin n ameer. In our a !00-seat 
* Mountainee ~ Restaurant g and ski books an~'ft_Shop we 

* Ski nn~ equipment * Gift Shop pictures. 
* Mou eq~1pment * ~ Ice axe an * Running eq:~pineering and ;k~tband ski bo:t ~".1-mpon hire 

ment * ooks an . ire 
* Maii~~~~~g equi~;:u~:sd ~ 

100d 



MOUNTAIN 
Number 11 2 Nov/Dec 1986 UK£1.10 

10 
Info 

22 
The Sun Also Shines 

by Nico M ai lander 

28 
The American Revolution 

Conflict and Change in the Eighties 
by Jeff Smoot 

34 
Hard Cheddar 

by Martin Crocker 

40 
Extreme Rock Preview 

by Bernard Newman 

44 
Gear 

46 
Books/Letters 

us $2 .75 

Cover: Jesus Galvez climbing M.C.E.D. (6c), at Pedriza, near Madrid. 
Photo: Dario Rodriguez. 

Editor : Bernard Newman 

Associate Editor : Paul Nunn Gear Editor : Dave Durkan 

Business & Advertising : Patricia Lewis 

Australia & New Zealand : General Agent: Chri s Baxter, 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia . 

03-240-8482 

Mountain is published by Mountain Magazine Ltd in mid 
January, March, May, July, September & November. 

Subscription rates for any six issues (one year) UK £7 .50 
Overseas £8 .50. US $17.50 

Mountain, PO Box 184, Sheffield S11 9DL. 
0742-586553 

Hi-Tee Print. Dinn ington, England. 
Typeset by Crypticks, Leeds, England. 

1 



2 

CHOUINARD EQUIPMENT 

Pearabiner 

Marinabiner 

Light D Locking 

EXPEDITION PROVEN CLOTHING 
~ · TL . , : M\lLi ; ;, :1W4filWMfilf&JW(..@W'Jf P1&® 
POLISH NANGA PARBAT, 1985 
BRITISH PERUVIAN, 1985 
PATAGONIA '85 
BRITISH CHOGOLISA, 1986 
MAL DUFF-LHOTSE, 1986 

CHOSE 
[®1Nf.P'~ 
NANGA PARBAT CYCLONE JACKETS 
OGRE LAMINATED PILE JACKETS 
SPINNAKER LAMINATED PILE JACKETS 
THERMAL RHOVYLON UNDERWEAR 
THERMAL GLOVES AND SOCKS 

MADE IN SCOTLAND 
BY 

NORTH CAPE (SCOTLAND) LTD. 
Springkerse Ind. Estate, Stirling, FK7 7SW. 
Telephone: 0786-63983 
Telex:No . 776400 NORCAP G. 

Ash~pef9r 
every s1tuat1on. 

Chouinard Locking Carabiners 

0 ur four locking carabiners embody our 
"less is more" philosophy. By designing 

simple, functional shapes that maximize the 
strength of the metal, in conjutlction with a 
compact, stainless steelreverse-locking sleeve, 
we have been able to produce locking carabiners 
that are not only strong, but incredibly light. 
They are also completely dependable: Chouinard 
Locking Carabiners are individually tested to half 
their rated strength before they leave our shop. 
Light D Locking Carabiner: 1.9 oz/2300kg 
Pearabiner: 2.6 oz/1800kg 
Big D Locking Carabiner: 2 .6 oz/2800kg 
Marinabiner: 2.6 oz/2800kg 

Choui11ard ~ EijUiP-!!Je11t, Ltd. 
P.O. Box 90/245 West Santa Clara Ventura, CA 93002 

BINDERS 
High quality maroon binders lined in 
grey, which hold 2 years' issues 
(12 copies). 
Provided with individual gold letraset packs 
to enable flexibility for personal referencing 
systems. These binders are the same colour, style 
and quality as previously available Mountain 
binders. Note discount available on bulk orders 
of 3 or more. All prices are inclusive of postage 
(overseas by surface mail), packing and V.A.T. 

UK - £4.95 Overseas - £5.25 US & Canada -
$8.50 

Price per binder when 3 or more ordered: 
UK - £4. 70 Overseas - £4. 95 US & Canada -
$8.00 
Payment may be made by cheque (including 
personal dollar cheque), cash, postal order, 
Eurocheque, International Bank Draft or 
International Girocheque. Prepayment required 
on all orders. 
All correspondence to: Mountain Magazine Ltd., 
PO Box 184, Sheffield Sll 9DL, England. 

CLIMBING DEPARTMENT MANAGER 
required for a busy climbing and skiing shop to be responsible for 
general management of the department including stock control, etc. 
Broad experience of mountaineering, good organisational ability and 
education to at least A-level standard are essential. The post requires 
enthusiasm, hard work and initiative. Salary dependant on age and 
experience. Write with C.V. to Nick Estcourt outdoor sports, 
53 Stamford New Road, Altrincham WA 14 1 DS. 
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NEW FROM 

_A Snowdon Mouldings 

RAB • Two layer Goretex Taslan, =• 
fully seam-sealed, lined with 

down by Rl_B 
• Hood zipped into collar 

• Small zipped pocket under left 
yoke flap 

• Interiorzippedmappocket 

• Waist drawcord 

• Full front pocket1 

• Zipped down-lined 
hand-warmer pockets 

Enquiries to: 
SNOWDON MOULDINGS 
Goodman St. , Llanberis , Gwynedd, NORTH WALES, 
U.K. LL55 4HN. 
Tel : Llanberis (0286) 870577 (Helmets). 
Tel: Llanberis (0286) 871256 (Clothing and Tents). 

Europe 
ALP 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele 11, 167-10139 Torino, Italy. 
Published 12 times a year. 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
74 South Audley Street, London, W1 Y 5FF, Great Britain. 
Published once a year. 

ALPINISME & RANDONNEE 
7 Rue de Lille, 75007, Paris. 
Published 12 times a year. 

ALPIN 
Ortlerstrasse 8, 8000 Munchen 70, Germany. 
Published 12 times a year. 

DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, D-8000 Munchen 20, Germany. 
Published 12 times a year. 

DESNIVEL 
Apartado de Correos 19,083, Madrid, Spain. 
Published 4 times a year. 

EXTREM 
Rambles, 61, Barcelona-2, Spain. 
Published 6 times a year. 

LAMONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie, 75008 Paris, France. 
Published 4 times a year. 

MONT AGNES 
1 rue de la Prevachere, 38400 St. Martin D'Heres, France. 
Published 11 times a year. 

NORKLATT 
Postboks 8292 Hammersborg, 0129 Oslo 1, Norway. 
Published 4 times a year. 

PYRENAICA 
Almeda de San Mames, 29-1 ° isda, 48010 Bilbao, Spain. 
Published 4 times a year. 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Via della Rocca, 29-10123 Torino, Italy. 
Published 4 times a year. 

ROTPUNKT 
Stuttgarter Strasse 45, 7064 Remshalden-Grunbach, 
Germany. Published 3 times a year. 

TATERNIK 
ul Stan6w Zjednoczonych 53 p. 227, 04-028 Warsaw, 
Poland. Published twice a year. 

VERTICAL 
Residence Mummery, 28 Impasse des Primeveres, 
74400 Chamonix, France. Published 5 times a year. 

U.S.A. 
AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St., New York, N.Y. 10128, U.S.A. 
Published once a year. 

CLIMBING 
Box E,Aspen, Col. 81611, U.S.A. 
Published 6 times a year. 

ROCK& ICE 
P.O. Box 3595, Boulder, CO 80307, U.S.A. 
Published 6 times a year. 

Asia 
THE IWA TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishers) Co. Ltd., 1-1-33 Shiba Daimon, 
Minato Ku, Tokyo. (Contains English language summary). 
Published 6 times a year. 

INDIAN MOUNT Al NEER 
Official journal of the Indian Mountaineering Foundation. 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi-110021 (India). 
Published 2 times a year. 

HIMALAYAN JOURNAL 
Published by THE HIMALAYAN CLUB, Contact Oxford 
University Press, P.O. Box 31, Oxford House, 
Appollo Bunder, Bombay 400001 . Published once a year. 

HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road, Calcutta 700 029, India. 
Published 12 times a year. 

WILD 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia. 
Published 4 times a year. 

ROCK 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia. 
Published once a year. 
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EXTREME ROCK 
GREAT BRITISII ROCK CLIMBS 

UY KEN WILSON AND UERNARD 
NEWMAN 

(THE SIXTH TITLE IN THE SERIES HARD 
ROCK, CLASSIC ROCK, BIG WALKS, 

CLASSIC WALKS, COLI) CLIMBS) 
77 CHAPTERS EACH WRITTEN BY A 

WELL-KNOWN CLIMUER, COLLECTIVELY 
DESCRIBE 170 OF BIUTAIN'S FINEST ROCK 
CLIMBS IN THE EXTREME GRADE. THE 

VOLUME IS SUMPTUOUSLY 
ILLUSTRATED WITH DRAMATIC ACTION 

Pl IOTOG !lAPHS, CAREFULLY CHOSEN 
TO CONVEY MAXIMUM INFORMATION. 

P11blislted by Diadem (/1ue l\'011emher) 
160 colour & 110 bfw pliotOJ!Yllplu, 50 diagrc1111s, 296 

------ £24,95 -----

SCRAMBLES AMONGST THE 
ALPS 

BY EDWAIUJ WHYMPER 

A NEW EDITION OF THIS CLASSIC 
ACCOUNT OF THE GOLDEN AGE OF 
ALPINE CLIMBING, PUBLISHED TO 

COMMEMORATE THE 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF WI IYMPE!l'S DEATH. 

BEAUTIFULLY ENGRAVED WITH 
WHYMPER'S ORIGINAL ENGRAVINGS 
AND STUNNING PHOTOG!lAPI-IS llY 
JOHN CLEARE. 'THIS IS ONE OF THE 

GREAT CLASSICS ON MOUNTAINEERING 
AND EVEN TODAY IS A FRESH AND VERY 

EXCITING READ. IT IS ONE OF MY 
FA VOUIUTE BOOKS.' CHIUS BONINGTON 

Publislted hy IVebb & Bower/A/icliael Joseph 
J-l colour ill,wration.~, 110 en,errwi11,~s, 262 pages 

----- £14,95 ------

ON AND OFF THE ROCKS 
llY JIM PE !lll!N 

THE IJEST OF JIM PE !lll!N. CLIMBING, THE 
CHARACTERS, THE COUNTRYSIDE, THE 
CRAFT, ALL ARE EFFOllTLESSLY EVOKED 
IN THIS COLLECTION OF NEARLY 40 OF 
HIS SHARP-WITTED, WAllM-HEARTED, 
IIIGHLY ENTERTAINING ESSAYS, JIM 

PERRIN CAPTURES THE ESSENCE OF THE 
MOUNTAINS AND THE MEN WHO CLIMB 

THEM. 

/'11blished by Victor Coflm1cz 
80 hlw plwro,~raplis, 192 pages 

----- £10,95 

THE SO UTHE RN HIGHLANDS 
BY DONALi) BENNET 

IT IS NOW OVER SIXTY YEARS SINCE THE 
SCOTTISH MOUNTAINEERING CLUIJ 

PUBLI SHED THE FIRST GU ID EIJOOK TO 
THE SCOTTISH MOUNTA INS, AND 
DURING THIS TIME THE DIST!l!CT 

GUIDEIJOOKS, OF WH ICH THEHE ARE 
EIGHT IN THE PRESENT SERIES 

COVEIUNG THE WHOLE OF SCOTLAND, 
HA VE BECOME RECOGNISED AS THE 
DEFINITE JJOOKS ON THE SCOTTISH 

MOUNTAINS. 

P11hlished by The Scottish Mo11t1tai11eeri11g Cl11b 
75 b/w phowgraplis, 18 maps, 238 pages 

----- £10,95 ------

THE EVEREST YEARS 
BY CHRIS BONINGTON 

THE LONG AWAITED THIRD AND MOST 
IMPORTANT VOLUME IN CHIUS 

BONINGTON'S AUTOB IOGRAPHY THE 
ENTHRALLING ACCOUNT OF HIS 

EXPEDITIONS OVER THE LAST FIFTEEN 
YEARS, AND ULTIMATELY, HIS 

SPECTACULA!l ASCENT OF EVEREST IN 
1985 

1'11hlisl1ed liy Hodder & Sto11gluon 
Ill11sfrated with 64 pages 4 colour a11d 40 blw 

photographs and maps 

----- £14,95 ------
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CLOUDS FROM BOTH SIDES 
IJY JULIE TULLIS 

' I KNEW I WOULD I IA VE TO GO BACK TO 
K2. OF ALL TIIE MOUNTAINS, THIS ONE 

WAS THE MOST SPECIAL TO ME.' 
JULIE TULLIS WROTE THIS AFTER HER 

1983 EXPEDITION TO K2. THIS YEA !l SHE 
DID GO IJACK AND, AFTER REACHING 

THE SUMMIT ON 4 AUGUST, DIED 
DUR ING THE DESCENT. 'CLOUDS FROM 
BOTH SIDES' IS HER AUTOUIOGRAPHY 
THE EXTllAORDINARY LIFE STORY OF 

BRITA IN'S HIGHEST WOMEN 
MOUNTAINEER. 

Pr1blished by Cr,1{to11 Hooks 
Ill1Hmlled i11 colour a11d hlw. 306 /Jd,~es 

----- £12,95 ------

THE ALPS 
BY SHIRO SHIRAHATA 

TH IS IS THE FINEST COLLECTION OF 
COLOU !l PLATES EVER TO APPEAH IN 

PRINT, ILLUSTRATING THE 
MAGNIFICENCE OF THE ALI'S. 

!05 FULL PAGE PLATES, WITII DETAILED 
CAPTIONS, LARGE FORMAT 385 x 265MM, 
BEAUTIFULLY 1-JARDJJOUND TOGETHER 
WITH CASEIJOUND LIBRARY BOX , THIS 

IJOOK IS UNIQUE' 

Pr1blished by Cordee 

£40.00 

BEN NEVIS 
BY KEN CROCKET 

THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE LOOK AT 
THIS UNIQUE MOUNTAIN, FROM 1585TO 

1985 CONCENTRATES ON THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF MOUNTAINEERING, 
WITH DETAILS OF MANY MAJOR FIRST 

ASCENTS REVEALED FOR THE FIRST 
TIME. HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED WITH 
CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGllAPHS, 

COMPLETE WITH A DETAILED GLOSSARY 
AND APPENDIXES. AN INSTANT BUY FOR 

ANYONE INTERESTED IN BEN NEVIS. 

P11hlisfied /,y Tl1e Swuish i\low1tai11eeri11g C/11b 
99 b/w photoJ!mp/15, 12 dia;?rams, 324 pages 

----- £14.95 

CLIMBING 
BY RON FAWCETT, JEFF LOWE, PAUL 

NUNN, ALAN ROUSE 

THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO 
CLIMBING TECHNIQUES EVER 

PUBLISHED, 'CLIMUING' IS WRITTEN BY 
FOU!l OF THE WORLD'S TOP CLIMBERS, 

EACH WRITING ABOUT HIS OWN 
SPECIALITY. RON FAWCETT ON ROCK, 

JEFF LOWE ON ICE, PAUL NUNN ON 
ALPINE AND AL llOUSE ON 

EXPEDITIONS. EACH LOOKS AT HIS OWN 
ASPECT OF T H E SPORl, THE H ISTORY, 
TECHNIQUES, EQU IPM ENT AND THE 

SPECI AL ASPECTS THAT SETS IT APART 
FROM Tl-IE OTHERS . 

Pr1hfished by Rell & Hy111a11 
JOO ill11stn11io11s in colo11r a11d b/111, drawin,~s & maps, 

256 pages 

----- £15,00 

THE HIGH MOUNTAlNS OF 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND 

A GUIDE FOR MOUNTAIN WA LK ERS 
BY IRVINE BUTTERFIELD 

'ONLY A DEVOTED MOUNTAIN WALKER 
COULD HA VE PUT TOGETHER SUCH A 
BOOK, A BEAUTIFUL AND INSPIRING 
WOHK, FOR MOUNTAIN WALKERS AN 

ESSENTIAL ADDIT ION TO T H E 
BOOKSHELF' (FOOTLOOSE). 'THE GLORY 
OF THIS BOOK IS IN THE MARVELLOUS 

COLLECTION OF COLOUH 
PHOTOGRAPHS, PROllABL Y THE FINEST 

AND MOST COMPREHENSIVE 
COLLECTION PUBLISHED ON THE 3000FT 

MOUNTAINS' (MOUNTAIN). 

J>ublished by Diadem 
350 colour il/1wrario11s, 120 IIW[h, 320 pages 

£16.95 ------

A SELECTION OF THE MOST IMPORTANT BOOKS FOR THE ENTHUSIAST 
AVAILABLE NOW, FROM YOUR SPECIALIST SHOP 

ALL TRADE ENQUIRIES 1D CORDEE 3A DE MONTFORT STREET, LEICESTER LE! 7HD TELEPHONE: 0533 543579 
5 
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FOCUSGLOW LTD., 40 WOODHOUSE LANE, LEEDS LS2 8LX Telephone : 452917 
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Gary Gibson on first ascent of Stenosis E4,5C Pie Tor, 
Rockstar de Luxe Harness and Second Skins Trousers by Troll. 

THE SUPERBEL T 
'The new padded superbelt 
with wide leg loops is really 
good, I've fallen in it quite a lot 
and found it very comfortable." 

MARK LEACH 

THE ROCKSTAR 
"The new Rockstar Rack 
System is perfect for the crags, 
and the leg loops are extremely 
comfortable. The best harness I 
have used." 

GARY GIBSON 

· Attractive and very good for 
comfort, safety and freedom of 
movement. Being able to leave 
the harness on and even stay 
belayed whilst going to the toilet 
is great especially for women." 

BONNY MASSON 

· Comfortable with total 
freedom of movement and no 
chaffing, even in shorts. In 
hanging stances, even when 
twisting sideways. the load is 
still distributed onto both 
thighs. The new rack 
arrangement is the best I have 
ever used ... 

ANDY PERKINS 

THE ALPINIST 
"These leg loops which fit on 
any Troll waist belt should 
prove excellent for the 
mountaineer or rock climber 
who wants comfortable 
adjustable leg loops. The newly 
designed buckle is in the best 
possible place and is small 
enough to avoid any 
inconvenience." 

KEITH SHARPLES 
All this and much more in the NEW, FREE, full colour catalogue 

~[r@:)00 Safety Equipment Ltd. 
Uppermill. Oldham. 0L3 6AA Tel: Saddleworth 2120 and 6189 -----------To Troll Safety Equipment Ltd. 
I am interested in the following colour brochures: 

Technical Climbing D Clothing D 
Caving D Rucksacks D 

, I Name 

I Address 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I L __ -------- _J 



U.S.A.: -TRANSALP - BOULDER 
COLORADO 

U.K.: D.M.M. INTERNATIONAL LTD 
BETHESDA - GWYNEDD 

JAPAN: NIHON - JOHIN - TOKYO 
GERMANY: KRIMMER 

8893 - TANDERN 
FRANCE:ORUS 

34000 - MONTPELLIER 
AUSTRIA: MUEHLBACHER 

6060 HALL I.T. 
BELGIUM: ALPISPORT 

4120 FLEMALLE 
SWITZERLAND: IL VAGAMONDO 

6500 BELLINZONA 
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The Seasons 
Winter, Spring, Summer, 

Autumn. Encompassing all 
weather conditions from 
wind and snow to rain 
and sun. 

The Performance 
Required from clothing 

for active outdoor use 
during all four seasons. 
i) Warm and protective• 
for the worst winter 

weather, either on British hills or in an 
Alpine ski resort. 
ii) A cut with style and freedom of 
movement for skiing. 
iii) Casual and relatively light for summer 
walking but capable of repelling rain.• 

The Jackets 
Two garments which 

separately or together meet 
the performance 
requirements. 
i) The Inner: a colour co

ordinated polycotton garment, insulated 
with lsodry® providing the look and the 
warmth for continental skiing. 
ii) The Outer: available in either fully 
taped, high performance GORE-TEX* 
fabric or untaped Stormbeta® Xl. The 
former being an ideal protective shell and 
the latter suitable for summer walking 
and leisure wear. 

THE GEMINI 
The one garment 

which combines, in a single 
unit, two jackets (2) 
providing the performance 
and versatility (3) required 

for year round use (4). 

For further information send for the new Berghaus 
Winter Clothing Catalogue. · 

• For maximum protection in rain and heavy snow 
only the GORE-TEX version is recommended as the seams of the 

Stormbeta X3 shell are untaped. 
•GORE-TEX is the registered Trade Mark ofW. L. GORE and Assoc. 

Stormbeta is a registered Trade Mark of Berghaus. 
lsodry® is a registered Trade Mark of Neidhart & Co. A.G. 

BERGHAUS LIMITED, 34 Dean Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NEI IPG. Telephone (091) 232 3561. Telex 53TT2B Bghaus G. 



Telephone: Genaral Enquiries 
061-273 5835 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
OF MOUNTAINEERING 

NEW - ALPINE WINTER E:XNRlftikf',W 
dimblng and winter mountaillffq (,' 
Alf courses run by U.I.A.G.M. guides. 

Detoils from, 1.5.M., Cfult..Yagaborid, 1~ 
Tel. (Swiu code) 25 34 13 21 

~ 

Qil_ ERNEST PRESS FACSIMILES 
1WENTY YEARS ON BEN NEVIS Wm. T Kilgour £5.95 

An account of life in the summit observatory, first published in 1905. 
Illustrated with photographs and drawings. 208 x 148 mm. Soft covers. 

CLIMBING IN THE BRITISH ISLES W.P. Haskett Smith £12 .00 
The first rock-climbing guide to the British Isles. Illustrated with 54 line 
drawings. Originally two volumes (1894/5) combined into one of 388 
pages. 160 X 105 mm. Hard back in red cloth. 
Modem foreword by Jim Penin (see Mountain 108). 

lnSUfMtee and lnrematiooal R&eif)(oca/ RiQhts> 
061-273 5163 

THE CUILLIN OF SKYE B.H. Humble £16.00 
Ben Humble's classic survey of mountaineering on Skye from the 18th 
century to the 1950's. Well illustrated with 75 photographs. 255 X 187 
mm. Hard back. Publication date October 1986. Modem foreword by 
WH. Murray. 

MLTB, Courses l)l)d Travel S.,yices 
061-273 5839 

Available from all good book shops. Distributed by Cordee. 
For details of Special Limited Edition with de-luxe binding contact: 
ERNEST PRESS, 595 Clarkston Road, Glasgow G44 5QD 

.--------- Chouinard Stoppers®-------~ 

The subtle trapezoidal shape 
allows good placements in flares 
and shallow cracks. 

Introducing the fifth 
generation of Chouinard 
Stoppers 

Since 1972, the year we introduced 
the first progressively sized wedge
shaped nuts, we've been working on 
ways to make our Stoppers better. We 
think these new nuts are our best yet. 
They are easier to clean, because 
we've reduced the amount of vertical 
curvature and increased the amount of 
time the nuts spend in the tumbling 
machine. Tumbling them for over 14 
hours rounds off all the sharp edges 
that could hang the nuts up on minute 
crystals. 

The Shape of Things to Come 
A new design expands 

the range of this basic nut 

New fit possibilities 
in flaring cracks 

We've eliminated the side 
curves, replacing them with a 

horizontal taper which allows the nuts 
to sit sideways in flares and bottoming 
cracks. The new Stoppers have also 
been completely resized to provide a 
precise fit progression. 

Re-sized and re-numbered 
They are available wired in all sizes or 
loose in sizes 8-13. Loose Stoppers are 
drilled to accept 5.5mm Kevlar only. 
Sizes 1-3 remain straight-sided. 

Illustration : Robert Fass! 

Available in mid April at your 
Chouinard Dealer, or from us at 
the address below. 

Chouinard ~ uiQ!!}m, Ltd. 
PO Box 90/245 West Santa Clara 
Ventura, California 93002 USA 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Messner Completes 8000ers 

CHINA 
Everest (8848ml 
Erhard Loretan (Swiss) and Jean 
Triollet (French) made a remarkable 
lightweight ascent at the end of 
August of the Japanese!Hornbein 
Couloirs Direct on the North Face. 
They skiied to the bottom of the 
face on the 28th and began 
climbing at 11 pm the same day, 
continuing through the night. 
Much of the next day was spent 
resting before continuing to the top 
which was reached via the right 
hand fork/WestRidgeat2pm on the 
30th. After an hour and a half on 
top, the pair made what is certainly 
the fastest control led descent of the 
mountain, glissading 8000ft on 
their bottoms in 3½ hours. 

It seems that Pierre Beghin was 
with the pair until the bottom of the 
Hornbein, but gave up due to 
extreme fatigue. Last Autumn the 
same pair had made rapid ascents 
of K2 and Dhaulagiri together. 
Everest is Loretan's 9th 8000m 
peak. 

The British expedition led by 
Brummie Stokes to the NNE Ridge 
was abandoned due to appalling 
weather. Harry Taylor and Trevor 
Pilling made a brave attempt to 
traverse the Pinnacles from Camp 
Ill at 8000m on October 16, hoping 
for a clear weather window. This 
failed to materialise, and both 
climbers retreated safely, Taylor 
having to abandon a frozen 
oxygen set on the descent. The 
Ridge will hopefully be attempted 
in the spring by a British party. 
The American expedition to 
discover the fate of Mallory and 
Irvine was also defeated by the 
weather, failing to place a high 
camp on the North Ridge. On 
October 17 a Sherpa was killed in 
an avalanche whilst descending 
from the North Col, at the same 
spot where seven Sherpas were 
killed in 1922. 
Changtse (7553ml 
Ed Webster took time out from the 
American attempt on Everest to 
solo the NE Flank in 15 hours. 

Shisha Pangma (8046ml 
A 15-strong commercial group 
(Trekking International) led by 
Alberto Re were turned back by 
heavy monsoon snows on the 
normal North Face route after 
Catalans Jordi Pons and Joan 
Rocasvala had reached 7700m on 
August 26. In September a French 
team on the same route, led by 
Claud Jaccoux, had better luck. The 
summit was reached on the 10th by 
Eric Escoffier (4th 8000er), 
Jacques-Xavier Murillo, and 
Japanese Takashi Ozaki (6th 
8000er). There is an as yet 
unconfirmed report of a Spanish 
repeat of the British 1982 route on 
the SE Face 
N-EPAL 
Everest (8848ml 
The Swiss Eisel in Sport 
expedition met with disaster 
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when the team doctor Simon 
Burkhardt was avalanched from 
the Lhotse Face on September 28. 
On October 4, a Sherpa was killed 
by a serac in the Khum bu lcefall, 
the 80th fatality on Everest since 
1921. Expedition leader Fredi 
Graff reached the South Summit 
with a Sherpa before being forced 
back by bad weather. 

Makalu (8463ml 
On September 24, two members 
of the Polish expedition, Krzysztof 
Wielicki and Marcel Ruedi 
reached the summit via the 
NW Flank. During the descent 
Ruedi was forced to bivouac and 
died. On September 26 Reinhold 
Messner, Hans Kammerlander 
and Frield Mutschlechner reached 
the summit of Makalu, presumably 
by the North West Flank. During 
their climb they discovered the 
body of Ruedi. 

Lhotse (8516ml 
Reinhold Messner, with Hans 
Kammerlander, reached the 
summit on October 16 from the 
Western Cwm, thus becoming the 
first person to have climbed all 
fourteen 8000m peaks. (Of course 
he's hardly started on the Munros 
yet!) 

Annapurna (8091ml 
Italians Sergio Martini and Fausto 
Ve Stefani reached the summit via 
the Normal Route on September 
21 . (A full report of Post Monsoon 
expeditions will appear in 
Mountain 113.) 

INDIA 
Kun (7077ml 
A Belgian team led by Andre 
Lamberty came within 300m of the 
summit before being turned back 
by bad weather. The team also 
attempted Pinnacle (6922m) and 
White Needle (6166m) without 
success. 
Rakaposhi (7788ml 
An expedition from the Royal 
Dutch Alpine Club led by Dries 
Nijsen, and including Ton van de 
Boogaard, Robert Eckhart, Rudolf 
de Koning and Matieu van 
Rijswick made the sixth ascent of 
Rakaposhi via a new variation on 
the NW Ridge. The new route is a 
direct of the 1964 Irish attempt 
which rejoins the original Polish 
routeat6000m . Poorweatherand 
heavy snowfall plagued the team 
throughout the expediton. After 
various mishaps including Nijsen 
having to retreat due to cerebral 
oedema, Van de Boogaard and de 
Koning reached the summit on 
August 17. The team described 
the route as more serious and 
more satisfying than having to 
queue up for the 8000ers of the 
Baltoro 

KARAKORAM 
K2 (8611ml 
The tragedies on K2 this year 
occupi·ed more space in the world 
press than any mountaineering 

Reinhold Messner became the first person to have climbed all fourteen 
8000m summits, with his recent ascents of Makalu and Lhotse. 
Photo: Chris Griffiths. 

event since the first ascent of 
Everest. Much of the information 
contained in these reports was 
inaccurate and in parts can only 
be described as total fabrication. 
Few were corrected once the true 
story was available. It is a warning 
to climbers to take care in their 
dealings with the press. The spirit 
of climbing was cynically attacked 
by a number of ill-informed hacks, 
and the real issues were ignored. 
Cheque book journalism is the 
quickest means of reducing any 
human endeavour to a level that 
questions its most secret and vital 
life. 

In preparation for the 1988 
Yugoslav K2 Expedition, Torno 
Cesen, after a fast solo ascent of 
Broad Peak, made an interesting 
reconnaissance of K2. He climbed 
the SSE Spur to its junction with 
the Abruzzi Spur at 7800m on 
August 3-4. This is the line 
explored by Alan Rouse and 
Roger Baxter-Jones in 1983. 

Broad Peak (8047ml 

A number of ascents were hinted 
at in Mountain 111 but were not 
reported. From the Italian Quota 
8000 expedition, led by Agostina 
da Polenza, five climbers reached 
the top via the Normal Route on 
20 June: Soto Dorotei, Marino 
Giacometti, Martino Moretti, 
Josef Rakoncaj and Benoit 
Chamoux, who made a solo 

ascent in under 24 hours. All 
except Giacometti went on to 
climb K2. 

Broad Peak (8047ml 
A number of ascents were hinted 
at in Mountain 111 but were not 
reported. From the Italian Quota 
8000 expedition, led by Agostina 
da Polenza, five climbers reached 
the top via the Normal Route on 
20 June: Soto Dorotei, Marino 
Giacometti, Martino Moretti, 
Josef Rakoncaj and Benoit 
Chamoux, who made a solo 
ascent in under 24 hours. All 
except Giacometti went on to 
climb K2. 

From Herligkoffer's International 
team, a total of nine climbers 
reached the summit via the 
Normal Route. On June 21 Peter 
Worgotter, Markus Prechtl, Beda 
Furster, Rolf Zemp and Diego 
Wellig summited, followed two 
days later by Joachim Labisch 
and Heinrich Koch. Finally, on 
July 6, Tony Freudig and Manfred 
Heinrich reached the top. 

Also on July 6, the Spaniards 
Juanjo San Sabastian and Roman 
Portilla reached the summit with 
their friend Abdul Karim. They 
were part of an eight-strong team 
that had previously made the 
second ascent of Chogolisa NE. 

An eight-strong Swiss 
expedition led by Frank Tschirky 
joined a West German team led by 



Franz Piffl due to permit 
problems. Once at the foot of the 
mountain, the two teams 
operated independently. Two 
separate ascents were made, by 
Peter Brill, Fritz Schreimoser, 
Sebastian Oelzel, Henriette 
Eberwein and Bruno Sprecher on 
July 7, and the following day by 
Max Wallner, Daniel Schaer and 
Alain Fenart. Like many "ascents" 
of Broad Peak, all but Seimoser 
and Oelzel went only as far as the 
first summit. The true summit is a 
further 400m along the ridge and 
some 17m higher. Tradition now 
seems to allow the arrival at the 
first summit to count. Ms 
Eberwein became the first 
Austrian lady to surpass the 
8000m mark and the fourth 
woman to climb Broad Peak. 

A small West German group 
comprising Michel Dacher, Sigi 
Hupfauer, his wife Gabi and Karl 
Fassnacht reached the summit on 
August 16. This was Dacher's 8th 
8000er and Hupfauer's 5th. 

Eight members (names as yet 
unknown) of an Australian army 
expedition, in preparation for 
their Everest attempt in 1988, 
reached the summit on August 16. 
Two members were severely 
frostbitten and were evacuated by 
helicopter. 

The Scottish members of the 
British Chogolisa Expedition 
(reported below), Liam Elliot, 
Hamish Irvine and Ulric Jessop, 
reached the summit ridge in 
unsettled weather in mid-August. 
A section of cornice collapsed as 
Liam Elliot was traversing it and 
he fell to his death. After a fruitless 
search, the other two returned to 
Base. 
Hidden Peak (8068ml 
In addition to the ascents reported 
in Mountain 111, a Swiss 
commercial expedition organised 
by Stefan Worner climbed the 
North Spur via Gasherbrum La. 
The summit was reached on 
August 18 by Andreas Buhrer, 
Manfred Lorenz (leader) and Karl 
Kolleman. During the descent. 
Buhrer fell to his death. 

Gasherbrum II (8035ml 
A West German group placed five 
members on the summit via the 
standard route on August 16. 
They were Dieter Siegers, Jurgen 
Altgelt, Karl Zoll, Volker 
Stallbohm and Martin Fischer. 
Two other West German groups 
failed due to poor weather. 

Chogolisa (7665m and 7654ml 
Between September 10-15, the 
first complete traverse of the 
mountain was made by a British 
team led by Andy Fanshawe and 
including Liam Elliot, Hamish 
Irvine, Ulric Jessop and Simon 
Lamb. All five completed the 
climb. From the head of the Vigne 
Glacier, the team climb~d the 
NW Face and the SW Ridge, 
reaching the summit early on the 
14th and continuing in good 
conditions to the lower summit 
(Bride Peak). The team experienced 
mixed weather, but were 
fortunate on the summit day to 
have perfect conditions. They 
commented on the delicacy of the 
cornices, a sad irony considering 
the tragedy that followed on 
Broad Peak. . 

The second ascent of the main 
summit was made earlier by a~ 
eight-man expedition from Spain. 

Sri Kangri(7422m) 
The mountain had two ascents 

K2 showing the line of Yugoslavian climber Tomo Cesen's remarkable solo 'reconnaissance'. 
Photo: Savenc Collection. 

this year, one by an Indian army 
team and one by an lndo/North 
American team which was 
warned by the American State 
Department of the risks of such a 
venture in the Siachen. The 
warning came in the wake of an 
official Pakistani protest in 
Washington. According to Indian 
sources this area is now entirely 
secure, with a heavy Indian army 
presence and no sign of any 
Pakistani military. 

HINDU KUSH 
Tirich Mir (7706ml 
Dir Gol Zorn (6778ml 
A British team failed to make an 
alpine style ascent of Ti rich Mir 
due to very heavy snowfall at the 
beginning of September, but 
made two interesting ascents of 
Dir Gol Zorn. On August 27, Steve 
Callen and Mike Aug hey climbed 
the NE Face and descended the 
East Ridge. Two days later, Dave 
Harries, Steve Hart and Dave 
Wilson climbed the East Ridge. 

CAUCASUS 
Mick Fowler, Tony (Victor) 
Saunders, Bert Simmonds and 
Maggie Urmston all took part in 
the International meet in the 
Caucasus. This meet lasted 3½ 
weeks and took place in July/ 
August this year. The team 
attempted eight peaks and 
climbed five. Maggie and Bert 
climbed Pik Kaukas and Bjedoux, 
and Mick and Tony climbed the 
appropriately named Nakra Peak, 
and a new route on Ushba North. 
The four also made a mass ascent 
of Elbruz by the tourist route. The 
routes climbed varied in difficulty 
up to the Russian grade of 5.b. 
(about TD+), were very long and 
because of the difficulty of access 
were Super Alpine rather than 
Alpine in character. That is, routes 
normally take several days to 
complete, not because of the 

climbing so much as the long 
approaches and descents. There 
are no huts or telepheriques in 
the interesting climbing areas 
though limited skiing 
development on Elbruz and 
Cheqet are useful for trekking 
routes and the ascent of Elbruz 

They report that perhaps the 
greatest single disappointment of 
the trip, and the fact that Mick 
found most difficult to live with, 
was that the entire Caucasus Area 
has been declared an Alcohol Free 
Zone - no, not Free Alcohol -
none! Although Mick, a good civil 
servant, felt at home in the vast 
bureaucracy, the Russians were 
always sensitive to the feelings of 
the foreigners, who were free to 
climb as they wished. They were 
almost unobtrusive! The 
Russians proved very hospitable 
and would certainly welcome 
other British participants at future 
meets. Tony describes the 
Caucasus as "a fabulous range -
big, steep, serious". 

CORRECTIONS 
In Mountain 110 it was reported 
that two members of Hasegawa's 
Everest North Ridge Expedition 
reached the top. This is 
inaccurate. The expedition was 
abandoned after the fatal 
accident. In the same issue, it 
would seem that the report of the 
Catalans' descent was also 
inaccurate. It appears that Antoni 
Sors remained in good shape 
throughout the descent and was 
able to offer support to his friends. 

In Mountain 111 a number of 
spelling and height mistakes 
appear. A major error does occur 
in column 2 of the report of 
Gasherbrum II. The fourth and 
fifth paragraphs should of course 
be part of the report on Nanga 
Parbat on the same page. They 
should be inserted before the final 
paragraph of that report. 

Mountain welcomes accurate 

information on expeditions from 
around the world, and would like 
to thank our many correspondents. 
Alan Rouse had been our 
Himalayan news editor for some 
time and he will be sorely missed, 
both as a friend and for his 
tremendous knowledge of the 
greater ranges. 
John Porter 

UNITED STATES 

SHAWANGUNKS 
Late Summer 1986 

A number of new climbs have 
been discovered since the arrival 
of the new guidebook to the area. 
The weather was horrible most of 
July and August throughout the 
Northeast, limiting many people's 
best-laid plans. 

At Millbrook, Better Late Than 
Never (5.8 G) was climbed to the 
left of the Old Route. It features 
two pitches of 5.8 climbing up an 
obvious right facing corner 100ft 
left of Apollo Theater. 

At the Trapps, Alphabet Arete 
(5.1 0+ PG) was unearthed just left 
of the DD Route. A pin placed on 
rappel protects the crux. Between 
J'Accuse and Absurd/and, a 
poorly protected face was 
unearthed and led at 5.10 RIX. In 
the Sleepy Hollow section of the 
Trapps, a number of quality 
climbs have been done. On the 
front of Thom's Thumb a new 
5.12-face route was climbed. It 
was top-roped, then protected 
with a bolt placed on rappel. The 
clean wall between Thom's Thumb 
and Dick's Prick has yielded two 
difficult routes so far: Bone Hard 
(5.12+ PG and the Circumcisor 
(5.11 + I were protected with pins 
on rappel and offer excellent 
climbing. Hawaii Five Ten (5.10- R) 
climbs a crack and face right of 
Tennish Anyone?, while the 
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Boron Destroyer (5.10+ PG) 
ascends a thin seam left of Fancy 
Free. 

At Skytop, the activity has all 
been on the right hand end. Faster 
Than a Speeding Bullet (5.11 PG) 
climbs the face left of 
Shawangunks Syndrome (scary) 
and the ceilings directly above 
(crux) . Steel Fingers (5.11 PG) 
climbs the arete left of No 
Comment and features sustained 
climbing with a scary 5.10+ 
section above. It finishes on a 
beautiful 5.9 ceiling . The arete left 
of Pilgrim 's Progress produced 
Pangalactic Gargleblaster 
(5.11 + G), while the thin seam and 
edge right of Single File yielded 
Crank'N'File (5.11 G) . Just round 
the corner lies the most 
controversial route of the 
summer. Pumping Pygmies (5.13) 
ascends the overhanging blank 
wall left of Max Factor. A ten-inch 
diameter tree was cut down to 
open up the face to sunlight and 
get branches out of the way of 
climbers. After massive 
hangdogging on top-rope, the 
face was finally climbed in one 
push. Two pitons and a bolt were 
then installed on rappel, and the 
climb was led. Less than a week 
later, the two pins and the bolt 
were removed by an irate local. 
This climb and the style that it was 
done in are a far cry from the days 
of Stannard, Bragg and Wunsch . 
Hopefully climbers will have 
sec~nd thoughts bE;fore bringing 
a climb down to their level, just to 
get their name in the guidebook. 
Finally Clumbsy Foot (5.8- PG) 
was discovered to the left of 
Manual Labor. It climbs the 
obvious right facing corner, with 
the crux being off the ground. 

At Lost City, many new routes 
have been climbed in the 5.11 -
5.12 grade. The newest and 
hardest climb lies left of 
Persistence and Survival of the 
Fittest. Clairvoyance (5.13 PG) 
climbs a beautiful arete and was 
completed after top-roping and 
numerous leading attempts. 

Todd Swain 

ALASKA 

During June of this year, an eight
strong Polish team led by 
Zdzislaw Kozlowski explored two 
ranges, the Thompson and the 
Granite, lying on the border 
between the Wrangell and St Elias 
Mountains. Base Camp was 
established between the two 
ranges, and with three local 
climbers 17 peaks were climbed, 
including 15 first ascents. Most of 
the peaks were 7000-8500ft and·, 
being unclimbed, were ascended 
by relatively easy routes, but the 
Poles noted that there are plenty 
of demanding rock and ice routes 
in the area to climb. 

Mt McKinley (6194ml 
Nine Soviet climbers 
accompanied by American 
William Garner successfully 
climbed the West Rib in May. This 
was a return exchange after the 
successful American trip to the 
Pamirs last year, when William 
Garner and Randy Starrett 
climbed all four Soviet 7000ers, 
earning themselves the title 
"snow panthers". 
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BRAZIL 

More Aid Eliminations 

BRAZIL - 1986 REPORT 
Rio de Janeiro City 
Pao-de-Ac;;ucar (Sugar Loaf) 
received, as always, much 
attention from climbers. On the 
South Face, Sergio Tartari, Sergio 
Poyares and Alexandre Portela 
managed to do the first free 
ascent of their own Limiar da 
Loucura, now a sustained climb 
at 72 Vlll /5.11 . The same trio has 
also climbed two notable 
variations to this route: As Lacas 
Tambem Amam (72 Vllsup/5.11, 1 
pt) starts at the fourth pitch of 
Limiar da Loucura by strenuous 
moves up the overhanging face 
above (one rest point on this 
section) and then , after the belay, 
follows a thin lay-backing crack 
protected by nuts to gain the main 
route afterwards. The other 
variation was A Reva/ta dos 
Gravatas (72 VII A-1/5.11 A-1), 
steep face climbing followed by 
finger- and hand-jamming that 
links Limiar da Loucura to 
Lagartao, and where a short aid 
section still exists. 

Previously unreported was the 
elimination of the last aid point on 
Waldemar Guimaraes by Tartari; 
the route now is graded 72 VII sup/ 
5.11 and a very demanding 
proposition on the sunny 
Northwest side of the mountain. 
Further right, between Secundo 
and Cava/a Louco, Alexandre 
Mazzacaro and Ronalda Paes did 
Troglodita (62 A-1 /5.10 A-1 ). This 
ascent, though well covered by 
the local press, was severely 
criticized by the climbing circle 
due to the large amounts of 
unnecessary aid employed on the 
line, and suspicions that two 
pitches had been done after 
preplacing protection from 
nearby Secundo. This is 
vehemently denied by the 
authors, but strongly supported 
by the evidence. Finally, on the 
East Face, Hein and Hein R. 
Korpershoek climbed Bohemia 
Ge/ada (22 llsup/5.5), on the slabs 
to the left of the Pao-de-A9ucar 
Chimney. 

Oswaldo Pereira , with various 
partners, did three new easy 
edging lines on Morro da Urea . 
They were Augusto Ruschi (22 
llsup/5.5), to the left of Cota-200, 
and Cor-de-Ab6bora (22 111/5.6) 
and Cor-de-Burro-Ouando-Foge 
(22 11/5.4) , both on the slabs to the 
left of Azu/. 

The "Acid Wall " , on Morro da 
Babilonia , received two additions 
qetween Acido Asc6rbico and 
Acido Latico. The first was Acido 
Aracd6nico (52 Vll /5.11 a) , a route 
with large but well-spaced holds, 
put up by Juarez Fogac;;a , Ricardo 
de Moraes and Andre Sant'Anna 
with one point of aid, soon 
eliminated by Tartari . 
Immediately left, Fogac;;a and 
Andre llha did Acido Clorfdrico (42 
Vsup/5.1 0a), now a popular line 
on the crag . 

Salomith, on Babilonia 's main 

Alexandre Portela attempting to free climb Limiar da Loucura (79 VIII! 
5. 11) on the Sugar Loaf (Pao-de-A9ucar) at Rio. The route was 
eventually freed by Portela, Tartari, and Poyares. Photo : Andre /Iha. 

face, received a variation start by 
Bob Clark (USA) and Antonio 
Morgado named Novas 
Horizontes (V/5.9) . Protection 
consists of small nuts placed on 
two right-facing flakes a few 
metres off the ground, followed 
by a long run-out to the 4th bolt of 
Salomith. Pereira , Luciano Peres 
and friends discovered two very 
enjoyable edging climbs at both 
sides of a vegetated gully 
between Soleil and Tropical : 
Lindaurea Pereira, on the left 
border, and Norma de Almeida 
on the opposite one, both 32 IV/5.8 
and completely protected by 
bolts . llha and Sant'Anna put up 
Chamado Selvagem (62 VII/ 
5.11 - ), near the extreme right of 
the face . This route, that starts 
beneath an obvious arching crack 
has moderate face moves up to ' 
the first belay stance, over a large 
flake. From this point it follows 
the crack rightwards (undercling) 
until the small roof can be 
surmounted, and the easier 
edging _moves lead to the top. 
Protection on this one is mixed 
(nuts and bolts) . 

Morro de Dona Marta received 
two new friction climbs : Ney (52 
Vl /5.10), to the right of Trinta de 
Ju/ho, work of Paes and Paulo de 
Faria , _and Unisex(42Vl/5.10), a 
f1ve-p1tch I ine to the left of Unicec, 
climbed by Mauricio Mota and 
Luiz Octavio Cardozo. Though 
both now display very enjoyable 
sections, the former suffers from 
unnecessary use of aid (rivets) 
during the first ascent. 

On Corcovado, llha has done 
the first free ascent of K-7 (42 
Vllsup/5.11), although the hardest 
moves had already been 
bouldered out by Marcelo Braga 
some time before . 

The friction slabs of Morro do 
Suma re yielded another fine 
route, Fogo Interior (72 Vll /5.11 a/ 
b), a five-pitch climb betwen Via 
das Duvidas and Jardins 
Suspensos da Babilonia, work of 
llha and visiting climber Dean 
Miller (USA). 

The Joatinga Beach is 
b_ecoming a popular bouldering 
site, as It offers many aesthetic 
hard problems and a wonderful 
setting . Apart from this, on its 



bigger cliffs, several interesting 
short routes have been done, like 
Joatinga-7 (2Q 111/5.6), at the 
extreme lefthand side of the 
sandline, by Portela and Fabio 
Barros (clean protection) . Further 
left, on the tallest crag , Tartari , 
Bruno Menescal and Guilherme 
Ferrer did Barbas de Netuno (3Q 
IV/5.7) and Y6-Y6 (4Q Vsup/5.10). 
Both start by easy lay-backing, 
protected by wired nuts, followed 
by steeper bolt-protected edging 
moves. To their left, llha and 
Rodolpho Pajuaba discovered 
Costa Brava (3Q lllsup/5.7), which 
takes for three short pitches a 
series of disconnected cracks, 
entirely protected by nuts. 

Sergio Tartari has led the 
superb Sinfonia do Delirio, on 
Pico dos Quatro, with a single aid 
point on the 100 metre finger
jamming crack at the first part of 
the route, raising its grade to 7Q 
Vllsup/5.11 1 pt. As a matter of 
fact, there is still a short aid 
section to gain the summit 
vegetation, but since the first 
ascent it has never been repeated, 
as it stays permanently wet. 

On Pedra da Gavea 's headwall 
Tartari, Portela , Poyares, 
Menescal and Sergio Bruno put 
up what is now Rio's longest 
route, with its almost 600 metres: 
Verdura da Gavea (6Q Vllsup A-2/ 
5.11 A-2) . It is a varied line, 
sporting lay-backs, chimneys, 
face moves and short aid 
sections, besides some bush-
cl imbing. Their five-day ascent 
was converted into a media event, 
with the whole city following their 
progress through papers and TV. 

On the same mountain, 
Marcello Ramos and Predrag 
Pancevski climbed a fine three
pitch variation to Ecologia, named 
Pepita de Pirita (5Q Vl/5.10) . On the 
huge roof formed by the "ass" of 
the sphinx-like figure atop Pedra 
da Gavea, Carlos and Natanael 
Sampaia, accompanied by Jorge 
Teixeira, produced a bolt-ladder, 
56 Pra Lou cos (A-1), which 
displays one point of interest: the 
big drop below (over 600 metres) . 

Cerbero (3Q IV/5.8) is a good 
edging line on Morro do Focinho -
the first on this mountain - done 
by llha and Pajuaba. Basically 
protected by bolts, it has though a 
few nut runners near the end. 

The old ( 1965) route Lionel 
Terray, on Pedra Bonita, was 
freed by Marcelo Braga at 4Q VII/ 
5.11 , the crux being friction 
moves past a short bolt-ladder. 

On Pico da Tijuca, highest point 
of the Tijuca National Park, 
Ramos, Pancevski, Bruno Cruz, 
Edgard Nobuo and Luis Alberto 
climbed a fine line to the right of 
Paraiso Perdido, named Magia 
Vertical(5QVlsup/5.1 o+ or 5.11 - ). 
Further right, Vereda Tropical has 
been freed at 4Q Vlsup/5.10+ by 
Tartari. 

An ascent of Primus, on nearby 
Tijuca-Mirim, with two rest points 
by Tartari, has converted it into a 
local testpiece at 7Q Vllsup/5.11 
2pts. 

On Pedra do Conde, also in the 
Tijuca National Park, llha and 
Carlos Ribeiro put up Serpente (3Q 
V/5.9), a clean-protected route to 
the right of Oita de Setembro. 

I/ton de Oliveira, on Pedra da 
Panela, received its first free 
ascent at 6Q Vllsup/5.11 by llha. 0 
Tempo e o Vento (3Q 111/5.6), by 
Dalton Chiarelli, Pedro Caliano 
and Juratan Camara lies to its left, 
but excessive vegetation on the 
upper part makes it an 

unattractive programme for most 
people. 

The same party climbed 
Ma noel Armando (4Q Vl/5.10), on 
the upper peak of Dois lrmaos de 
Jacarepagua. This edging climb 
starts immediately left of the 
Normal Route and originally had 
one aid point, soon eliminated by 
llha. 

On lrmao Gemeo de 
Jacarepagua llha has also freed 
Mon tine/Ii (4Q Vlsup/5.10), which 
had recently been put up, in bad 
style, by Faria, Carlos Bernardo 
and Sergio Bahia . 

To the right of Cali, on Morro da 
Pena, Chiarelli and Pajuaba found 
the excellent Jura (4Q IVsup/5.8) , a 
steep edging route up a face with 
plenty of quartz and feldspar 
dikes. 

Another excellent climb is 
Aroma do Prazer (6Q Vlsup/5.1 O), 
th e first on Pedra Rosi Iha, work of 
Leonardo Alvarez, Annelise 
Fraga, Joao Muller and Urgel 
Fil ho: moderate face moves lead 
to an enjoyable chimney pitch , 
followed by steep edging and 
friction climbing up to the top. 

Penha (2Q IV/5.8) , a one-pitch 
chimney and face route on the cliff 
with the same name, was 
established by Mota and Camara. 

Petr6polis 
Several interesting new routes 
have been recently put up on the 
many fine peaks of this pleasant 
summer resort, either by Rio's 
climbers or by the locals. Activity, 
once more, was concentrated on 
Morro da Formiga, by far the most 
visited cliff in the city. 

Andre llha, accompanied by 
several friends but especially by 
Cezar Vasconcellos, finished 
Minotauro (5Q Vll /5.11 a), on Pedra 
do Minotauro. It is a multi-pitch 
edging and friction climb, entirely 
protected by bolts, which became 
an instant classic, with many 
repeats confirming its quality . 

On Pedra Comprjda, Correias 
district, Leonardo Alvarez and 
Ulisses Mello climbed the 
obvious right-leaning diagonal 
crack at the left portion of its rocky 
face to produce lronia do Destina, 
which went at a surprisingly mild 
grade: 3QV/5.9. It is a varied route, 
protected by variously nuts and 
bolts. 

Alvarez has also done Milium 
(4Q Vsup/5.1 O) , with Luiz Jatoba 
and Tereza Aragao, a previously 
unreported route on Pedra do 
Retiro. 

The Northeast Face Route (4Q 
Vlsup/5.10) of Morro da Torre is a 
good friction line put up by 
Jeferson da Costa, Jorge Rispoli, 
Renato Mattos, Ricardo Lidizzia 
and Otto Koptcke, the first on that 
mountain , too. 

On Morro da Formiga, Costa 
and Francisco Rodrigues climbed 
lnstinto Assassino (Vl/5.1 O), a 
bolt-protected friction variation 
to Vogel. Costa, Lidizzia and 
Koptcke have also gone up the 
old descent route Petr6polis, 
adding extra bolts for protection. 
The result was a fine face climb at 
4Q IVsup/5.8, but the name 
remained the same. On the big 
boulders at the foot of the main 
wall Costa and Marcio Koptcke 
found two short routes: Tigre de 
Bengala (3Q Vl/5.10) and Pantera 
Car-de-Rosa (3Q Vsup/5.10- ); in 
the latter the pair were 
accompanied by Rodrigues and 
William Walsh. 

Two important aid eliminations 
have been done on Morro da 

Pico Maior de Friburgo, 700m. Arco-da-Velha (6g Vlsup/5. 7 7 - ), takes 
the blank wall immediately right of the central depression. Photo: /Iha. 

Formiga by llha . The first was 
Gato Negro (62 Vll /5.11 a), a one
pitch friction climb to the left of 
Tigre de Bengala, now a fair 
undertaking with modern friction 
shoes, but the first complete free 
ascent of Giabra produced one of 
the hardest routes in Petr6polis at 
6Q Vlll /5.11. 

Monte Florido, a nearby crag , 
had in Be/zebu (22111/5.6, by Costa , 
Rodrigues and Marco Teles) its 
third route. 

Niter6i 
Realidade da Laranja (3Q V/5.9) is 
a good face route done on Pedra 
do Alto Gaia, Alcantara, by 
Chiarelli, Camara and Pajuaba. 

Falso Pao-de-Ayucar, by the 
ltacoatiara Beach, well-known 
among climbers because of its 
huge unclimbed South Face, 
provided to Pereira and Mario 
Arnaud Emil Mesquita (2Q 111 /5.6), 
on the much easier West slabs. 
Serra dos Orgaos 
Mozart Hastenreiter, belayed by 
several partners, put up Jardim 
do Inferno (4Q V/5.9), on Santo 
Antonio Mi rim, to the right of Fritz 
Reuter. It is a friction and hand
jamming route, with mixed 
protection. 

Hastenreiter, Eduardo Cabral 
and Giovanni Tartari have also 
climbed Hans Patron (32 IV/5.8) , a 
beautiful crack temporarily 
revealed by an enormous 
earthslide down the pedestal of 
Dedo de Deus ("~inger of God " ), 
in the Serra dos Orgaos National 
Park. Although they had found it 
absolutely clean shortly after the 
avalanche, earth has re-buried the 
crack and plants have grown back 
on it, hiding the line and 
preventing further repeats. 

Friburgo 
A major line has been climbed on 
Pico Maior de Friburgo, to the 
right of the East Face Route, by 
Tartari, Portela and Poyares . 
Arco-da-Velha (62 Vlsup/5.11 - ) is 
approximately 700m long and 
basically involves smearing - as 
well as some edging and friction -
up a steep, clean wall. It requires a 
good head from leaders due to 
long run-outs and difficult route
finding. 

On nearby Capacete, Ramos 
and Pancevski produced a steep 
clean-protected route 
immediately left of the North Face 
Route : Fata Morgana (42 V/5.9), 
another necky but less serious 
proposition in the area. 

ltatiaia 
Local climbers have done a good 
crop of easy new routes, most of 
them clean-protected chimneys 
and gullies, which are so 
abundant in the range. There 
follows a brief survey of these 
new climbs. 

On Agulhas Negras, highest 
peak in the ltatiaia National Park 
and in the whole State of Rio de 
Janeiro (2787m), Filomena (22 
llsup/5.5) and Vov6 Metralha (22 
111 /5.6) are two chimneys on its 
vast West Face. 

On Prateleiras, Sebo (2Q 11 /5.4) is 
another clean-protected chimney. 
The crack which Gabriel Fonseca 
and Gustavo Hedler climbed and 
named Santa Cruz, last year, had 
in fact been done before by Jaime 
Enrique and Luis Carlos: Arista 
Cuchi/la is its correct name, and 
the grade a more modest 3Q V/5.9. 

Ana (2Q lllsup/5.7) is a short face 
route on Pedra do Camelo, first 
line on this small cliff that stands 
in front of the local inn. 

Pedra Amarela received two 
climbing routes, the Normal 
Route and Cascao, both 32 lllsup/ 
5.7 and work of Carlos Zikan, 
Lamartine Guimaraes and several 
friends. 

Three other cliffs received their 
very first line recently, all by 
Carlos Zikan with various partners 
and brothers. They were the 
Normal Route (32 111/5.6) of Pedra 
do Sapo, the Normal Route (2Q 
111/5.6) of Cabeva do Gigante and 
T6pi (22 11/5.4), on Serrin ha . 

Espirito Santo State 
A steep rocky face on Pedra dos 
Olhos, a cliff situated in the urban 
limits of Vitoria, capital city of the 
State, was climbed by Tartari, 
Portela, Poyares, Menescal and 
Ferrer: Buxixo Capixaba (62 VI A-
2/5.10 A-2). 

Andre /Iha 
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BRITISH ISLES 

Dawes Climbs Master's Wall 1True Line' 

Bolts Come to Glencoe 

Bolts: Dual Standards in Lakes 
SCOTLAND 
Glencoe 
The major and perhaps most 
controversial events took place 
here earlier this year when two 
very fine routes were climbed on 
Creag A'Bhancairs Tunnel Wall 
using bolt protection. By far the 
most impressive of the two routes 
is Graeme Livingston's Stated 
Path (E7 6b), a long and serious 
pitch taking the line of the old bolt/ 
aid route gained from the left with 
three bolt runners and four new 
peg runners to finish on the 
Carnivore ledge. To the right, 
Dave Cuthbertson climbed a 
shorter line to gain the belay at 
the end of the first pitch of The 
Risk Business with three bolt 
runners, one hammered nut and 
one in situ nut: Uncertain 
Emotions (E5/6 6b), later flashed 
by Murray Hamilton on the 
second ascent. The general 
feeling amongst some of the pro 
bolt lobby here is that having 
taken the decision to place bolts 
these should have also been used 
instead of the hammered and in 
situ nuts. At the left end of the crag 
Meat Beater (E3 5c) starts as for 
Carnivore but continues straight 
up where that route traverses 
right (Willie Todd, Graeme 
Livingston and Gary Latter). Ten 
feet to the left of Le Monde is a 
line leading to a lowering-off 
point on Carnivore, Waltzing 
Ostriches (E4 5c), by Dave 
Cuthbertson and Alan Moist. 
Finally The Risk Business (E5 6a 
5c 6a) received a very fine solo 
ascent by Graeme Livingston. 

Garbh Bheinn 
After a couple of prior attempts 
over the past few years Murray 
Hamilton, accompanied by Rab 
Anderson, has finally managed to 
climb the superb leaning wall 
between Peeler and Tru-Cut on 
the upper tier. Ke/pie (E6 6c 5b) 
surmounts the initial bulge as for 
Tru-Cutthen moves across left to 
climb a fault to reach the right 
hand end of the central ledge 
system, from where the obvious 
left trending crackline can be 
gained and followed with 
difficulty to a belay on the edge of 
the wall. A final pitch goes easily 
left then up right to the top . On the 
lower tier the same pair also 
added Brack (E4 6a), a good pitch 
taking a line through the roofs and 
bulges just left of Gralloch. 

Glen Nevis 
This fine area continues to 
produce still more routes. On 
Whale Rock the scoops in the 
blunt arete to the left of Just a 
Little Tease fell to Dave 
Cuthbertson: Femme Fatale (E6 
6b/c), has side runners, 'blind' HB 
placements and two peg runners 
wl:iilst Wigley Warns (E2 5c) by 
Latter takes a line right of Le 
Midge. On Wave Buttress Gary 
Latter has climbed a number of 
filler-ins: Lateral Thinking (E3 6a) 
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is a girdle of the right-hand 
buttress starting from the left; 
Nowhere The Sea (E5 6a) is a 
girdle of the left-hand buttress, 
also started on the left; The Final 
Scoop (E4 6a) is a direct finish to 
Romancing The Stone; The Dark 
Crystal(E5 6a) follows flake cracks 
to Crack Attack, then gains 
Ground Zero; Psycho Cats(E46a) 
- a line between the previous 
route and Romancing the Stone 
on which he was accompanied by 
Paul Farrell and Straight Thinking 
(E5 6a), the vague crack left of 
Think Vertical done with Nick 
Sharpe. Blade Buttress provided 
Latter with Cruisability (E5 6b), a 
line following the groove to the 
left of 'the blade' and Barndoor 
(E3 6a), a crackline up the centre 
of the slab to finish up a shallow 
groove, was climbed by Kev 
Howett, Alan Moist and Gary 
Latter; Sabre is now E3 5c 
following the disappearance of 
holds. Space Face, a new crag up 
and right from the Blade Buttress, 
gave Howett and Moist Dancing 
on the Edge of Existence ( E4 6a), a 
line left of the right edge of the 
main face . The Terrace lies left of 
Meadow Crag and a line up the 
quartz at the right hand end of the 
terrace provided Latter, Dave 
Griffiths and Cameron Bell with 
The Ouartermaster(E2 5b). Gorge 
Wall's diagonal crack gave The 
Gallery (E4 6a) to Latter. Over in 
the Polldubh area itself Pinnacle 
Ridge had a few routes added : 
Stage Fright (E5 6b) by Mark 
McGowan takes the scoops right 
of Hadad; Nomad (E1 5b) by 
Latter is the blunt rib below Hadad 
and The Counter Reactionary (E5 
6a) is a right to left line through 
Soap Suds by Latter and Ewen 
Cameron. On Hamlet Buttress 
Simple Deduction (E3 5c) by 
Latter is a traverse from Foil to 
finish up Cubbys Route. 
Nameless Crag provided Faceless 
(E2 5b) to Latter, Robert Lee and 
Dave Cuthbertson when they 
followed a groove to the right of 
the left hand face. On Ridge 
Buttress the right hand start and 
left hand finish through Pale Face 
gave Painted Face (E2 5b) to Latter 
and Lee. On West End Crag 
Sparkle in the Rain (E4/5 6a) is a 
direct finish to All's Fair and on 
Upper Scimitar Jesus Christ, 
Come on Down (E2 5b) is the left 
edge of the buttress ; both routes 
by Mark McGowan . 

Carnmore 
During a lengthy stay Graeme . 
Livingston and Dougie Dinwoodie 
managed to take advantag_e of 
breaks in the weather to climb 
four impressive new routes. 
Death Wolf at E6 4b, 6b, 6a, 5c is 
the hardest and after an easy pitch 
scrambling left from a ledge at 
the start of Dragon 's second pitch 
it then climbs a flake through a 40 
foot roof to gain the crux wall 
which leads to a belay. A ramp is 
then followed to break right and 

the wall above climbed to a huge 
ledge system and a final bold 
pitch up a faint cornerline. Lion 
Rampant(E5 6b, 6a, 6a, 6a, 5c) has 
a first pitch which takes the 
overhanging crack right of 
Dragon to belay on Sword then 
follows the smooth wall left of 
that route past a peg runner to 
belay under the huge roof of Gob, 
which is surmounted strenuously 
on layaways to reach a belay 
below the final overhanging wall, 
taken centrally to finish . Where 
The Lion Feeds (E5 6a, 6a) starts 
from the top of pitch one of Lion 
Rampant, gained either by that 
route's first pitch or by the grotty 
chimney, and climbs the bold wall 
to its left (peg runner) with the 
second pitch surmounting the 
roof between Dragon and Gob. 
The final, as yet un-named, route 
takes the corner system between 
Abomination and Dragon. A steep 
crack and ramp just left of Dragon 
lead to a belay at the foot of the 
corner which is followed past an 
overlap providing the crux to gain 
the final pitch up a short hanging 
groove (E4 5b, 6a, 5c) . 

Creag Shomhairle 
This pleasant crag lying at the 
head of Strath Beag in the 
Foinaven area was visited by 
Murray Hamilton and Rab 
Anderson and the impressive 
overhanging crack in the wall just 
right of Land of the Dancing Dead 
at the right end of the crag was 
climbed to give the superb Tank 
Top (E6 4c, 6b). Further right and 
up the slope a little the same pair 
also added Hot Pants (E4 5a, 6b) 
by climbing a short flake crack to 
ledges then an obvious crack, 
splitting a fifteen foot roof and 
continuing up the headwall. 

Northern Cairngorms 
It was a fairly quiet year here, 
mainly due to the indifferent to 
poor weather with the exception 
of a fine spell in June. 

On Shelter Stone, Point/ace (E3 
5b, 5c, 5b, 5c) takes a line to the 
left of Consolation over on 
Raeburns Buttress starting just 
left of the lowest rocks and 
climbing a waterworn groove and 
blunt rib/arete to gain and follow 
the obvious crack in the left-hand 
side of the large central slab, then 
continuing up to traverse right 
under the long upper roof, before 
surmounting this in the centre. 
The easier upper buttress is 
followed centrally to the top. 
Cleaned and climbed on sight by 
Rab Anderson and Alan Russell. 
Also here, The Harp became 
popular and Run of the Arrow had 
its third ascent from Nick Sharpe 
to make this the most popular E5 
in the 'Gorms. 

On Hells Lum, Allen Fyffe and 
Bob Barton added yet another 
route by climbing Evil Spirits (E2 
5c) the obvious line between The 
Exorcist and Hells Lump, starting 
up the latter route to go up and 

left by corners and roofs to reach 
The Exorcist and continuing left 
below an overlap to reach Good 
Intentions up which it finishes. 

In Coire an t-Sneachda, Fyffe 
and Tim Walker found two routes 
on the wall of good rock on the 
right of Aladdin 's Couloir just 
below its bend. Ali Baba (VS 4b) 
takes an open corner system 
while Babes In The Wood (E1 5b) 
gave a good pitch up the diagonal 
crack in the smooth wall. 

Creagan A'Choire Etchachan 
provided Andy Nisbet and Colin 
McLean with Talking Drums (E2 
5b, 4c, 5a, 5b) a line starting as for 
the old Talisman direct start then 
diagonally across the wall above 
the Talisman slab . 

Southern Cairngorms 
Again the mountain crags were 
quiet. On Creag An Dubh Loch, 
Dougie Dinwoodie and Cal um 
Fraser repeated Flodden and 
Dinwoodie climbed two new lines 
on the Central Slabs, one at E4 6b 
immediately right of Dragon 
Slayer and the other a two pitch 
E2 6a between Cyclops and Black 
Mamba. Alistair 'Plod' Ross has 
apparently climbed a one pitch 
HVS to the left of Masque. 

The short but fine roadside 
crags of the Pass of Bal later are 
still yielding routes. General 
Anaesthetic (E5 6c) is a direct 
finish to Captain Copout by 
Graeme Livingston whilst Hot 
Temper(E5 6b) is a direct finish to 
Cold Rage and Slope Arms (E4 6a) 
a route which takes an 
overhanging crack on the wall 
about 25 feet left of General 
Anaesthetic, both by Willie Todd 
and Livingston. With Livingston 
in the lead the same pair added 
Distemper (E5 6b) up the 
overhanging corner left of Cold 
Rage. The vague crackline right of 
Isolation was soloed by Todd to 
give The Terrorist (HVS 5a) . 
SmithsAreteand Peels Wal/were 
both soloed by Livingston . 

Creag Dubh Newtonmore 
Not much was added here. 
However, the upper tier of 
Bedtime Buttress provided 
Graeme Livingston and Willie 
Todd with Creag Dubh's hardest 
route, Apathizer (E6 6b), a good 
route which offers blind climbing 
up the wall starting just left of 
Ayatollah and taking a direct line 
through that route to the top of 
the crag. On the lower wall left of 
the waterfall a short line starting 
at the same point as Brazen and 
moving up right into a niche was 
climbed by Rab Anderson and 
Mick Fowler tog ive Warmer Than 
a Badger's Bum (E2 5c) . Also on 
this wall Graham Nicoll and Jim 
Hotchkis climbed the pale pillar at 
the left-hand end, Jade (E1 5b). 
Also of note here are Graeme 
Livingston's solo ascents, almost 
all of which were on sight, of The 
Hill, Over the Hill, Ticket to Ride, 
Muph Dive, Ruff Licks and C'est 



Above Left: Graeme Livingston on the first ascent of Stated Path (El 6b) on the Tunnel Wall of Creag a'Bhancair, Glencoe. Above Right: Paul 
Laugh/an on Uncertain Emotions (E5/6 6b) Creag a'Bhancair. Photos: Gary Latter. 

La Vie one day, and Fuhrer, 
Ayatollah, Case Dismissed, 
Cadillac and Art of Relaxation 
another day. 

Craig-A-Barns 
On the upper tier of Cave Crag the 
oft-eyed and much fancied wall to 
the right of Rat Race finally 
received its long-awaited bolts 
when Dave Cuthbertson placed 
two BRs and, over three or four 
days, climbed Marlene (E6 6b); 
the route moves up then right to 
join Duncan McCallum's Rattle 
Your Dags at its bolt runner then 
finishes as for this route. Rattle 
Your Dags (E5 6b) was climbed 
earlier in the year and takes an 
obvious diagonal line up 
leftwards across the wall from 
halfway up Squirm Directwith 
one BR and one PR to reach a 
lowering-off point just short of 
Rat Race; the route had repeat 
ascents by both Murray Hamilton 
and Dave Simmonds shortly after. 
Controversy surrounds Marlene 
as claims of over-enthusiastic 
cleaning were made and cement 
was applied to one suspicious 
hold by a subsequent 
ascensionist where the crucial 
reach has to be made to join Rattle 
Your Dags. A bolt was also 
relocated "on line" (i.e. where the 
holds go) and two additional bolts 
placed closer to the ground. 
Murray Hamilton repeated 
Marlene shortly afterwards in its 
original form but with prior 
knowledge of the route, having 
inspected it before Cuthbertson's 
ascent; he moved left after 
clipping the "off line" bolt to 
climb "on line"; he managed the 

route first time on day 2. Ascents 
of the route in its present form 
were made by Steve Lewis in one 
day, John "Spider" MacKenzie, 
who narrowly missing out on a 
one day was contented with the 
first red pointed ascent next 
morning and by Duncan 
McCallum on his third day. The 
route is presently being worked 
on by a number of others and will 
no doubt become the most 
popular hard route in Scotland. It 
will be interesting to see what is 
made of this affair but as the 
saying goes, there's no smoke 
without fire. 

Falloutwas rebolted and 
realigned by Murray Hamilton 
when he climbed directly with 
three BRs to join Squirm Direct, 
and next day bolted the upper 
wall and climbed this by following 
Rattle Your Dags (gained from 
Squirm Direct) to its PR, then 
moving up right into a shallow 
scoop and continuing to the top 
of the crag. Two BRs, probably 
the hardest undertaking here to 
date at E6 6c 6c. 

The arete immediately left of 
High Performance gave Rab 
Anderson, Graham Nicoll and 
Duncan McCall um the gymnastic 
Body Snatching (E4 6b) one PR 
and one BR, repeated by Murray 
Hamilton. 

On the lower tier the short but 
fine Stay Hungry (E4 6b) by Rab 
Anderson and Murray Hamilton 
climbs the steep wall just left of 
Civervia an in situ 11 mm thread 
runner and was repeated the next 
day by John MacKenzie. Would 
be ascensionists are advised to 

have someone check the 
condition of the rope as the rock 
does not form a complete thread 
and repeated falls will probably 
cause rope damage in time. (Why 
not cement it in?) 

On Polney Crag Graham Nicoll 
and Jane Naismith climbed 
Monopod (E1 5b 5a) by taking the 
centre of the wa 11 between 
Twisted Rib and Beech Wal/then 
the slab by nose direct to finfsh up 
a short wall. 

Other Areas 
With the indifferent weather in 
the Cairngorms a number of new 
routes have been added to the 
Aberdeen sea cliffs with 
Dinwoodie being one of the main 
activists apparently climbing two 
fine E5s in the Cove Area . 

At Huntley's Cave, just worthy 
of note is Swing Time (E2/3 5c) by 
Rab Anderson and Mick Fowler, 
an eliminate type route starting 
as for Cave Route Direct then 
stepping left to climb a thin crack 
to gain and climb out to the lip of 
the big roof using a flange at its 
left edge. 

At Limekilns a direct line 
through Colaxs Fly gave Rab 
Anderson, Ken Spence and Geoff 
Cohne On The Blocks (E3 6a) 
whilst the left-hand finish to 
Velvet Glove was climbed by Rab 
Anderson, The Satin Finish (E3 
6a). 

At Dumbarton Rock Murray 
Hamilton made another flashed 
ascent of the very fine Chemin de 
Fer and then went on to climb Nick 
Colton's Fever Pitch on sight, 
finding this to be worthy of E4 6a. 
Rab Anderson 

LAKE DISTRICT 
Plums and Damsons Fall, Ethics 
Rocked 
Two of the Lakes' "much eyed and 
much tried" lines fell this 
summer, the most impressive 
being the ascent of Borderline on 
the East Buttress of Scafell, 
probably the most important new 
route for some years. Climbed by 
Chris Sowden and Martin Berzins, 
it takes the very fingery curving 
flake on the overhanging wall 
right of Ichabod, and finishes over 
the big roof left of Roaring 
Silence. Giving it a grade of E6 6c, 
6b, Berzins describes it as simply 
"superb". 

The other much attempted little 
"big" line is the 30ft hanging 
finger crack which splits the low 
right hand wall on Deer Bield 
Crag, which was snatched from 
local competition by Paul Ingham. 
Pretty in Pink, named after Paul's 
colourful attire and not his good 
looks, is graded E6 6b. 

Buttermere and Eastern Fells 
With the new guidebook in full 
production, the quiet valley of 
Buttermere has come into the 
limelight. Steve Reid has climbed 
two long lines on Eagle Crag. With 
Bill Birkett he added The Shape of 
Things to Come (E2/3 5a, 5c, 5a, 5b) 
which crosses the traverse of 
Deimos to finish up the arete right 
of the top crack of Eagle Front. 
Rick Graham and Bill Williamson 
followed him up A Wing and a 
Prayer (E3 5c, 5c, 5c), which is a 
series of variation pitches on his 
earlier route. 

A small outcrop of superb rock 
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to the left of High Crag yielded 
some fine pitches. Wishful 
Thinking (VS) follows a shallow 
groove and the impressive 
layback flake on the left end of the 
crag , and was climbed by Colin 
Downer, Dick Royce and Chris 
Bacon. Ted Rogers climbed the 
shallow corner just right to give 
Felony (HVS 5a) and the thin slab 
which leads to a finishing crack is 
Downer's Indecent Obsession 
(E2 6a). The crackline up the 
centre of the slab was climbed by 
Steve Swindells to give Foul Play, 
an excellent HVS 5b. The arete to 
the right is The Executioner's 
Song (E3 6a), the groove and 
spectacular roof to its right is 
Short Circuit (El 5b) and the final 
grooveline is The Navigator 
(HVS). All are Downer's routes, on 
which he was accompanied by 
either Royce or Bacon. 

Also in Buttermere is Sheepbone 
Buttress, a long neglected crag 
which attracted the attention of 
Tony Stephenson and Chris Dale. 
Between them, they added two 
necky lines to the diamond 
shaped wall on the left. The Weird 
Turn Pro (E3 6a) takes the lower 
line, and Words of Sand (E3 5c/6a) 
takes the higher one. The obvious 
diagonal crack in the centre ofthe 
crag gave them The Seventh 
Wave (El 5b) and a left-hand 
variation was climbed (by 
mistake) by Rick Graham and Al 
Phizacklea at E2 5b. David Craig 
climbed a fine-looking flake and 
gangway line to the right of the 
last route at around VS. 

Tony Daly and Jim Coyle 
climbed a line to the right of 
Spider's Web on Grey Crag to 
produce The Fly at HVS 5a. David 
Craig has been active around the 
area, and has climbed Small 
Teachers (VS) on Striddle Crag 
and The Legacy (VS) on Waterfall 
Buttress in Newlands. In the same 
valley, Dave Kay and Joe 
Grin bergs added Contamination 
Crack (El 5b) which climbs the 
fissure just rig ht of Bolshoi Ballet 
on Red Crag . 

Douggie Hall and his brother, 
on their way to a wedding (so the 
tale goes), stopped off in 
Thirlmere for a quick route and 
left behind the hardest one in the 
guide! He climbed the 
overhanging buttress of Lower 
Iron Crag, crossing the traverse of 
The Committal Chamber to finish 
up a groove. The line is unnamed, 
but is graded E6 6b/c. Further 
along the valley, Colin Downer 
and Fergus Halbert climbed 
Clearpoint(E2 5c) which takes the 
steep rock and impressive arete 
on the left end of Iron Crag. 

Across on Upper Swirl Crag, 
also in Thirlmere, R. Smithson 
and Howard Beanland climbed 
How Hard (H . Sev.) up a wall and 
gangway on the left of the crag . 

On Lower Swirl Crag, John 
Topping and Will Halligan 
climbed Valley Girl (E3 6a), the 
thin crack between American Pie 
and Frank. 

Down in Kentmere, the first new 
routes to be recorded since Joe 
Brown's The Groan have been 
claimed by Dave Bates and Tom 
Walkington on lving Scar, a 
quarter of a mile past the village. 
The rock is steep and fairly sound, 
and provides small, sharp holds, 
but unfortunately most of the 
fixed pitons have long slings 
attached, which is a poor and 
unsightly method of providing 
" over the head " protection. Only 
the main routes have been 

16 

outlined here. 
Pagan Life (El 5b) climbs just 

left of the overhangs and up a 
groove on the Lower Buttress, 
while Smooth Operator(E3 5c) 
goes up to the right past a blue 
thread . On the right hand side of 
the wall, Blind Vision climbs 
directly through bulges to gain a 
groove at E4 6b, and Day of the 
Squid(E4/5 6b) starts up the same 
place to break out left across the 
wall on the left. All these routes 
are by Bates. The steep slab on the 
right has the direct line of 
Diamond Life (E3 6a) running up 
it, climbed by lain Williamson and 
John White . 

The Upper Buttress is bounded 
on the left by a VS corner, Grubby 
Mitts, claimed by Bates but 
probably climbed before . Tom 
Walkington freed the old aid route 
which goes through the 
prominent roof at E4 6b - he gave 
it the inspirational name of .. . The 
Old Aid Route! Allen Greig and 
Ray Parker later added the steep 
arete to its left, Under Pressure 
(E4 6a) . The centre of the 
overhanging wall has a route by 
Tony Mitchell and Walkington 
which is marked by long red 
slings, the line of Shaken, Not 
Stirredwhich at E6 6b is definitely 
the hardest route in the valley. 
The wall to the left of the big flake 
is climbed by Physical Test (E4 
6b), a Walkington route. An El 
climbs directly above the flake, 
and the hanging groove of Dream 
Chaser is also El . 

Black Crag, a small steep crag at 
the top of Rydale, attracted Bill 
Birkett, John White and John 
Hargreaves who added several 
routes, which vary from VS to E2. 
Raven Crag, on Keldas (above 
Patterdale) has been recleaned 
and the following routes were 
added : Songs from the Wood (E2 
5c) climbs the thin crack to an 
overlap on the left of the crag . 
First ascensionists were Ron 
Kenyon, Martin Bradley and Jim 
Beveridge. The crack in the centre 
was climbed by Al Davis, Chris 
King and Kenyon to give Eastern 
Promise (El 5b), while Stigma 
(HVS 5a) climbs the wall and 
groove on the right - Kenyon , 
John Hughes and Stew Wilson. 

Borrowdale 
The new guidebook soon became 
outdated. Rick Graham and Paul 
Ingham climbed a direct start to 
Squashed Raquets on Reecastle 
at E4 6a and also added a direct 
finish to Plagiarism at E2/3 5c on 
Lower Falcon Crag. This is very 
close to the finish of a later route 
called Canna Do It?, a line pushed 
in between Dedication and 
Plagiarism at E4 6a, 6a, which was 
climbed by Andy Jones, Tony 
Daly and Bill Hannah - confused? 
So am I. Jones' team also added 
Defy Gravity (E3/4 6a) which 
levitates over the roof below th e 
second stance of Interloper. 
Gerard and Chris Bonington 
climbed Walla 's Nose (El 5b), a 
line up the rib right of /char on 
Walla Crag . 

Gerry Moffat's toprope 
problem on Shepherds Crag, 
Father Ape (7a ) was finally led by 
Paul Ingham, who placed a peg 
and renamed it Geronimo, and 
graded it E6 6b (pass me another 
sandbag, please!). Colin Downer 
continued his developm ent of 
Grange Crags, adding a direct 
variation to Pressure Drop at E2 5c 
with Andy Hall. 

Paul Cornforth making the first ascent of Super Duper Dupont (E6 6c) at 
Chapel Head Scar. Photo: Al Phizacklea. 

On Bleak How, the upper left 
crag provided two lines to Simon 
Sena, Ron Kenyon and Doug 
Smith . Amistad con el Diab/a 
(E2 5c) climbs the lower ramp past 
an overhang to a crack, while 
Dago(VS) climbs the central wall. 
Higher up the fellside, Jim 
Fotheringham and Chris 
Bonington climbed two lines on 
High Heron Crag, which lies 
above Upper Heron Crag. Up the 
Khyber (HVS 5a) takes the central 
groove and Solar Toupee (VS 4c) 
climbs the groove on the right to 
finish up the nose on the left. 
Finally, the Scottish raiders 
Douggie Dinwoodie and Graeme 
Livingstone climbed a difficult 
direct variation to Footless Crow, 
which avoids the undercut flakes 
at E5/6 6b. 

Pillar/Gable 
Buckbarrow Crag still retains its 
popularity with local climbers . 
Crispin and Jeremy Daly climbed 
The First of the Summer's Lines 
which takes a crack and groove 
line right of The Jewel at MVS. On 
the wall left of Lothlorian, Joe 
Wilson and Pete Strong climbed 
Just Good Friends (E2 5b) which 
takes the gangway in the centre of 
the wall which leads to a cave, 
then finishes out left under an 
overlap. Strong added The Move 
at E2 5c, which takes the slab and 
overhang just right, and Red 
Garden Massacre, which climbs 
the cracked arete and roof to its 
left at E3 5c. 

On Gable Crag, Colin Downer 
and Andy Hall added Snicker 
Snack (E2 5c, 5b) wh ich starts up 
the crack between Engineer's 
Slab and Interloper, and finishes 

up a crack and flake above the 
overhang. They also climbed 
Dream Twister, which goes up the 
arete, overhang and crack to the 
right of Engineer's Chimney at 
E3 6a. 

On Pillar, Ron Kenyon and 
Geoff Cram straightened up Pitch 
3 of Necromancer at 5c. 

Langdale 
Tom Walkington and friends 
cleaned-off and developed the 
small buttress a quarter of a mile 
left of Raven Crag. Although 
several lines were climbed, they 
are short, and I will politely say 
that they are not a major addition 
to the valley, although the two 
hardest lines may attract some 
attention. They are Baldy's Wall 
(E3 6a) up the centre of the lower 
wall, and Slaphead's Groove 
(E2 5c), which takes the slabby 
groove on the right. Walkington 
and Barry Rogers climbed a steep 
wall left of Sexpot on the outcrop 
between Raven and East Raven, 
and named it after Tom 's 
favourite screen star, Mythical 
M.M. (E3 6a) . (You must be old 
enough to remember Marilyn, 
Tom!) 

Elsewhere in Langdale, Paul 
Cornforth repeated the difficult 
Beatles, and up on Pavey Ark, 
Martin Dale and Andy Dunhill 
climbed Book of Reasons (E3 5c) 
up the wall and groove left of 
Roundabout Direct. 

Scafell/Dow/Esk 
An ethical fence has been crossed 
in Hodge Close - Paul Carling and 
Paul Noble climbed a hard line 
directly up the wall left of Big 
Dipper, calling it Limited Edition. 



At E5 6b it is the first free route to 
have bolt runners placed on it in 
the heart of the Lakes. Three in 
total were fixed, and it took weeks 
before the gasps of horror died 
down! Opinions are divided, they 
have created a good, safe route 
(unlike most others in the Quarry) 
which made it very popular - and 
bolts are widely used in Welsh 
slate. To others, it the start of the 
rot - will they become accepted , 
on slate at least, or will the 
midnight "Hit Squad" strike? Only 
time, and the hacksaw, will tell! 

On Scafell East, the only other 
new route claimed is an 
Independent Start to Edge of 
Eriador, which climbs directly to 
the thread at E4 6b, by Paul and 
Phil Dowthwaite. 

In the Duddon Valley, Stew and 
Maggie Wilson, with Ian and Jill 
Walker climbed High Fibre (VS 4c) 
up the rib on the right of the slabs 
of Seathwaite Buttress, a line 
most probably done before. On 
Brantrake Crag in Eskdale, Pete 
Strong, Joe and A. Wilson added 
Tunnel Vision (E2 5c) to the left of 
Left Hand Crack. Also in Eskdale, 
Tom Walkington has been busy 
adding routes to Scar Lathing 
Crag, but details have not been 
written up as yet. 

South Lakes Limestone 
With the widespread use of bolts 
in this area many of the last Great 
Damson lines have been climbed 
(a damson is a South Lakes plum.) 
With the redevelopment of Scout 
Scar and Humphrey Head, the 
Lakes at last have viable wet 
weather alternatives which are 
worth visiting, and are suitable as 
evening training crags for the 
locals. Development continues at 
Chapel Head,which hasbyfarthe 
largest number of hard routes in 
the Lakes, with E5's and an E6, 
while its nearest contender, 
Scafell, has in comparison only 
five E5's and one E6 (but that is 
without the use of bolts!) 

At Chapel Head, Paul Ingham 
climbed directly up Moonchild 
Buttress above the point where 
the path meets the crag to give 
The Phantom Zone (E5 6b). Steve 
Hubbard's route, Stan Pulsar, 
starts at the same place, swings 
right and crosses War of the 
Worlds to finish up a hanging 
flake at E5 6c. On Great Buttress, 
Tony Mitchell added a short line 
left of Warga mes, Electric Warrior 
at E5 6b. But the hardest route 
here must be Paul Cornforth's. He 
climbed the curving overlap right 
of Super Dupont to give Super 
Duper Dupont, a very sustained 
E6 6c, his fourth major line on this 
wall. At the very right hand side of 
the crag, Mark Greenbank 
climbed Warm Push, a short 
E2 6a. Al Phizacklea added a 
variation left of Gully Wall, 
L'Flange en Decomposition at 
E2 5c and also added a direct to 
Pillar Front, The Heinous Penis 
(E2 6a). Phizacklea and John 
Topping removed the only aid 
point from the crag with a repeat 
of Dune, which is worth an E4 5c 
grade. 

Down at Humphrey Head, 
Phizacklea and Topping had a 
clean-up weekend, when they 
placed bolt belays at the top of 
every route on the main wall and 
re-cleaned them. This ensures 
that climbers can now avoid the 
dangerously loose top of the crag. 
Phizacklea also freed Fusion at 
E2/3 5c (possibly been done 

before) and added Sniffin' the 
Saddle (E2 6a) up the wall to its 
left, and also a direct start to 
Virility at E2 5c, Humphrey 
Cushion. Topping climbed an 
excellent line between 
Triggerfingerand Firing Squad to 
give Shot by Both Sides (E3 6b) . 
Cornforth then stepped in and led 
the steep wall on the right of the 
crag, Humphrey Hymen (Met a 
Slyman)which has become 
something of a "classic" E5 6b/c. 
Most of these routes have bolt 
protection, but unlike the rusting 
Pen Trwyn gear, these bolts are 
industrial "thru bolts" which are 
12mm in diameter, 100mm long, 
and have thick stainless steel 
hangers which should prevent 
corrosion . To assist drilling these 
monsters, they used a portable 
electric generator and a drill - a la 
Maestri! 

Scout Scar has been extensively 
reshaped with a dozen short, hard 
routes. Jim Bird climbed the 
bulging wall in the centre of the 
first buttress to give Sylvester 
Strange, a dynamic E5 6c, while 
Paul Carling and Mike Glaister 
added Telegraph Road (E4 6b) up 
the shallow groove to its right. 
Two routes were added near Born 
Free. Born to Run is a right hand 
variation, and A Fistful of Steroids 
pulls through the roof to the right 
to finish up the tower front. Both 
routes are E3 6a and were the 
work of Bird . The clean white wall 
right again has three new routes. 
Dave Seddon's Beers for Fears (E4 
6a/b) is on the left, Bird and Frank 
Booth climbed the central line, 
Crimes of Passion 
(E4 6a), and Seddon led the right 
hand route, Grave New World, at 
E4 6b. The arete forming the right 
hand end of this wall was climbed 
by Paul Carling at E4 6b and is 
called Kathleen's Nightmare, 
probably due to its loose finish. 

Bird and Nick Conway climbed 
the bulging wall from the start of 
Ivy League to the porthole up left 
to give Spectral Wizard (E4 6b) . 
Just right of this is a steep wall 
and a little roof, the line of A 
Vision of Things Gone Wild (E5 
6b), a difficult problem by Tony 
Mitchell which extends a shorter 
version by Bird. The groove just 
right of this is now Idle Times 
(E4 6b) and the slabby wall left of 
Icicle gave Bird an E4 6c route 
called Poetry in Commotion. 
Further development continues in 
this area - one wonders whether 
White Scar will become popular? 
It certainly has the scope! 

Al Phizacklea 

NORTH WALES 
Cloggy 
The highlight of the year in Wales 
was undoubtedly the ascent of 
the 'true' line up Great Waif by 
'young pretender' Johnny Dawes, 
on a warm October afternoon. 
The Indian Face (E9 6c) 
straightened outthe Moffat route, 
Master's Waif, and is now 
generally recognised as the 
boldest undertaking on British 
rock (including Yorkshire and 
Derbyshire!) 

Dawes, who has been setting 
gritstone alight with a series of 
stunning new routes over the past 
couple of years, hit top form, and 
taking advantage of a superb 
Indian Summer succeeded on this 
much talked-about line at his 
fourth visit to the cliff. The new 
55-foot section consisted of 
mainly sustained 6b climbing 

, I 
, \ 

The Great Waif area of Cloggy's East Buttress, showing the line of 
Johnny Dawes' remarkable climb, the Indian Face (E9 6c). The cross 
marks the position of John Redhead's chopped bolt. Photo: Steve 
Ashton. Dawes must surely take his place with the likes of Edwards, 
Kirkus and Streetly in using Cloggy to make a bold, futuristic statement 
to the contemporary climbing scene. 

(with a couple of 6c moves thrown 
in for good measure) on sidepulls 
with only poor smears for the 
feet; a strenuous yet delicate 
sequence initially protected by 
only a few poor RPs (which fell 
out as the rope was taken in) and 
a Rurp inserted a mere 1/a" into an 
overlap, above which Dawes and 
his support team Bob Drury and 
Sean Miles reckoned that a fall 
would be fatal. The crag became 
deathly still as teams stopped to 
watch the historic ascent, and a 
cheer reverberated around the 
cwm as Dawes reached the 
sanctuary of the Jeffy Rolf ledge. 
Although the route was practised 
on a rope, the extremely 
precarious nature of the climbing 
plus the terminal consequence of 
failure, combine to give an 
undertaking which is a definite 
breakthrough in terms of 'psyche' 
climbing (both seconds, 
themselves E6 6c leaders, fell off 
twice following the pitch) . 

Gogarth 
The crag has been brought slap 
bang into vogue as the adventure 
playground of the Eighties with a 
clutch of extremely serious, 
technical and awe-inspiring 
routes springing up with not a bolt 
in sight, apart from the metal man 
on The Cad which was replaced 
by Andy Pollitt, an act generally 
approved of in local climbing 
circles. 

North Stack 
Pollitt, fresh from his repeat of 
The Bells, The Bells, went on to 

climb an excellent direct version 
of that route in the company of 
Johnny Dawes. The Hollow Man 
(EB 6b) starts up The Clown, does 
the crux of The Bells to the peg, 
then blasts straight up the 
headwall with fine ground fall 
potential. 

South Stack 
Yellow Wall 
Big news from here is what must 
be possibly the most impressive 
on sight, free lead of a major first 
ascent done to date: Isis is Angry 
(E7 5c, 5b, 6b, 6c) is a wild voyage 
out into the Cosmos, climbing the 
"wrong way" across most of the 
overhangs and bottomless 
leaning grooves on the face; 
leader Steve Haston took about 
ten falls (of up to 40 feet, free) on 
the top pitch, whilst the intrepid 
second, Ray Kay, in a hanging 
belay half-way up the top pitch of 
The Sind, apparently became a 
"born again" Christian. 

Castell Helen 
Free Stonehenge (E7 6c, 6a) by 
Haston, Kay and A. Menhir, first 
tackles the 20-foot stepped roof 
right of Obelisk (done on sight), 
then goes on to give the finest 
easy (6a) pitch on the crag, a 
ludicrously overhanging wall on 
jugs,200feetabovethesea.The 
route was soon repeated by 
Dawes and Trevor Hodgson who 
confirmed both its difficultly and 
quality. At an 'easier' level 
Captain Nemo (E3 5b, 5c), the 
work of Martin Crook and Andy 
Newton, was also a good find in 
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the obscure zawn just left of Black 
Light. 
Red Wall 
The team of Haston and Kay were 
again active, producing The 
Electrification ( of The Soviet 
Union) (E5 6a) which makes the 
most of the rock in between the 
Cree and Television Route, 
initially utilising the Safer Start. 

Left-Hand Red Wall 
This area has been subjected to 
intense scrutiny and Pagan, E4, 
yesterday's horror, has become 
something of a trade route. Pride 
of place amongst the new routes 
must go to The Enchanted 
Broccoli Garden (E7 6b, 6b) a very 
serious proposition between 
Heart of Gold and Pagan, from 
Paul Pritchard and Mike Thomas; 
a leader fall from the second pitch 
would almost certainly rip the 
belay. Next comes Chittlegruber 
(E6 5c, 6b) also by Pritchard, up 
the wall left of Mein Kampf. 
Fortunately, the belay is bomb
proof. Come to Mother(E7 6a, 6a) 
(Dawes and Pritchard AIL) takes a 
steep arete at the very foot of the 
wall, then traverses right to finish 
on the col at the start of Infidel; on 
the first pitch, Dawes snapped 
four large holds, with almost fatal 
consequences on one occasion 
and later described the route as 
"character forming". Several 
routes were straightened out 
during this flurry of activity : Mein 
Kampf Direct (E5/6 6a) - Pritchard 
and Gwion Hughes, Heart of Gold 
Direct (E6 6a - Pritchard and 
Trevor Hodgson,) avoiding the 
rightward traverse and Cannibal 
Direct(E5 6a) with Hodgson in the 
lead, pulling straight up over the 
initial roof. Finally, Ceefax (HVS) -
Paul Barbier and Pritchard, takes 
a groove and wall on the 
subsidiary buttress below the 
main wall, approached as for 
Oracle. 

Llanberis Pass 
The minor outcrops have received 
much attention of late, especially 
Cwm Glas Facet, where Nick 
Dixon and Sandy Britain climbed 
a superb rounded arete to give 
the difficult Melancholony(E6 6b). 
Britain, in the company of Andy 
Popp, tackled the prominent 
pinnacle on the right-hand side of 
the crag which became The 
Doleman (E2 6a) . Popp then took 
over for Spanking for Beginners 
(E5 6b) a neckly little wall - even 
neckier since the demise of a 
crucial protection peg! On 
Scimitar Ridge, the prominent 
finger-crack proved a grim 
struggle for Martin Crook and 
Nick Thomas, eventually yielding 
to become Killerkranky (E5 6b) 
which looks good. A little further 
up the Pass, the same team, with 
ageless rock star Cliff Phillips, 
cracked Watts the Crack? left of 
Marlene on the Wall, with Phillips 
in front for the short crack of P.F. 
Putrid(VS 4b) . Meanwhile, King 
Kipper (E1 5b) the left arete of the 
Severe crack of The Thumb and 
Never a Dull Moment (E4 6a) on 
the buttress just behind, were 
both good finds for Steve Howe 
and Terry Birks. Previously 
unreported, but worthy of a 
mention is the 4th solo ascent of 
Right Wall by Jimmy Jewel. Jewel 
who seems to spend much of his 
time (on rock) unroped also 
soloed Left Wall in a time of 34 
minutes, road to road, having just 
driven up from Tremadoc where 
he soloed 25 routes (mainly 
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Extremes) including Vulcan, 
Mangoletsi Direct and Silly Arete 
for a total of 4285 feet of climbing. 
Other notable solos by Jewel this 
year include Bloody Sunday 
(Pembroke), T. Rex (10 mins) and 
Coronation Street (14 mins). 
Climbing roped for a change, 
Jewel also notched up the first 
British ascent of the East Face 
Direct on the Grand Capucin - 14 
pitches, which he likened to a 
Great Zawn route, but 1400 feet 
long. 
Slate 
Twll Mawr 
The awesome unclimbed golden 
wall mentioned in the last issue 
fell to a determined two-day 
assault from Dawes and Bob 
Drury; they named their route The 
Quarryman, which, at ES 6c, 6b, 
7a, 7a/b was for a few days 
Britain's hardest route. On the top 
pitch, Dawes took three falls and 
was heard to shout, "Well are you 
a foothold or aren't you?" at the 
crucial smear .. . An easier 
alternative to this last pitch (if 7a/ 
b) is beyond your powers) is The 
Fire Escape (E7 6c), a "soft" 
option up the groove and wall to 
the left - another Dawes 
production. Just on the other side 
of the slate tip, on the face 
opposite Never Never Land, 
Dawes and Trevor Hodgson 
nipped in to nab a cleaned line 
which had lain fallow for three 
months : Shame and 
Embarrassment (E5 6b) looks 
good, but is friable even by slate 
standards. 
Heaven Walls 
Pain Killer (E4 6a) by Mike Raine 
and Steve Howe is yet another 
fine route in this forgotten world, 
taking the corner in the centre of 
the crag. The same pair also 
added The Barrel of Laughs (E 1 
5c) on the left wall ofthe approach 
gully - (a climb which is anything 
but, after the long slog up from 
Llanberis). 
Dali's Hole Area 
A new discovery here, the 
tapering Dali's Wall which lies just 
above The Hole yielded a few 
short routes to Bill Wayman and 
Fred Crook. Wayman led Rock 
Video (E2 6a) a thin groove; Coy 
Mistress (E1 5c) up the wall to its 
right; Salvador(E4 6a) a wall with 
two protection pegs, the grooves 
of Dali Mirror (E2 5c) and Dali 
Express (E3 6a) with Crook taking 
over for Grandad's Rib (E 1 5c) . On 
the purple wall just to the right, 
Wayman, this time with Jon de 
Montjoye, found the fierce little 
crack of Cuts Like A Knife (E4 6a) . 
Down in Dali's Hole, a prominent 
rock razor gave John 
Verybiglongwords (E1 5a) to Paul 
Williams and Howe - described as 
"a must for the aspiring 
stegophilist". 
Australia 
The Railtrack slab received a new 
addition from Drury, Matt Ingle 
and Ken Toms: The Toms 
Approach (E4 5c) is a serious crack 
pitch with only three pieces of 
gear in 80 feet of climbing . 
Following a visitor's almighty 
wobbler on the shaky-flaky crack 
of Loaning the Tube (a virtual 
solo) it has been decided to 
upgrade the route to E 1 4c. On the 
right-hand side of Australia, an 
approach of almost alpine 
proportions by George Smith and 
Andy Swann gained the 45 foot 
crack ·of Daddy Rabbit (E4 5c) . An 
epic escape across collapsing 

scree slopes left the two climbers 
wondering, "was it worth it?" 

On Blast Shelter Crag, Biggies 
Flies Undone (E1 5b) up the left 
edge of the slab yielded to two 
young hopefuls (who shall remain 
nameless). Sorry lads, Cliff 
Phillips did it in 1984 without the 
peg - it's just that he has trouble 
writing his routes up. On the right 
end of The Rippled Slab, the soon 
to be infamous Blue Horizon, 
Severe! by Ferrero and King 
sports a protection BOLT at half
height! ! ! (Bravo!) 
Rainbow Walls 
Question : Where are my Sensible 
Shoes (E5 6b)? Answer: on the 
wall just right of Cig-Arete, Mike 
Thomas, unseconded - a fine 
pitch . Next to it, The Listening and 
Dancing (E5 6c) is a scary offering 
from Trevor Hodgson -
conspicuous by its lack of bolt 
protection - hooray! Further right, 
Tongue in Situ (E1 5b) is a Cliff 
Phillips special whilst on the tier 
below, Dangling by the Diddies 
(E2 5c) from Phillips and Paul 
Barbier takes an overhanging 
arete around the corner from 
Gerbil Abuse. 
Vivian Quarry 
Clap Please (E7 6c) was a superb 
effort from young Bob Drury up 
the much tried "blank and black" 
slab left of Dawes of Perception 
with the obligatory headfirst 
plummet to stop inches above the 
ground, which seems to be an 
occupational hazard when 
climbing on this part of the crag 
(remember the "Redhead" near 
crater?) On the other side of the 
lake Stump Rogers (E4 6b) from 
Drury and Anne Amos takes the 
'terminal' slab to the right of Blind 
Buddha and gives an interesting 
finish - on collapsing heather 
tufts! 
North Wales Limestone 
Craig Pen Trwyn 
A few good discoveries have been 
uncovered; Borogrove B2/7a 
from Steve Haston takes the 
massive horizontal roof below the 
Gorgo Slab; the slab featured 
"lots of iron" (for protection) and 
lots of falls and a lot of effort! 
Confuse the Aardvark (E6 6b) by 
Paul Pritchard takes the boulder 
problem roof 20 feet left of the 
start of Norman's Wisdom; 
originally given 6c, it dropped a 
grade during the ride back to 
Pete's Eats! Bored Daughter 
Meets the Powerbulge Boys (E5 
6b) takes the buttress left of Wall 
of 8/utes and was put up by 
George Smith, Perry Hawkins and 
Chris Parkin (although what or 
where the Powerbulge is remains 
a matter for conjecture). A Touch 
Too Much (E5 6c), the desparate 
Pollitt roof problem left of Burning 
Sphincter received a solo ascent 
from Trevor Hodgson - a fine 
achievement! 
Tremadoc 
The starting pinnacle on Merlin 
fell down, or rather, was pulled 
down by a 15½ stone climber 
(Captain Carjack) laybacking up it 
(seconding). As a result, the 
normal start to this classic V.S. 
became 6a/b; but help was on 
hand as a new easier start was 
found by Paul Williams and 
Caroline Whitehead. The new 
climbing takes a diagonal line 
from Rienetta to join Merlin just 
below the horizontal tree at 20feet 
giving an extra 40 feet at VS 4c; a 
belay on nuts was taken atthefoot 
of the groove above ... 
Paul Williams 

OVERVIEW t 

At the September national 
meeting of the American 
Professional Mountain Guides 
Association (APMGA), 
participants demonstrated they 
understood "It is time to pull our 
heads out of our rucksacks", as 
Jim McCarthy, president of the 
American Alpine Club, 
summarised the need for 
American guides to organise to 
meet better the challenges facing 
the profession today. 
Approximately 55 guides - some 
APMGA members, some not -
attended the meeting held at the 
Climbers' Ranch, Grand Teton 
National Park, on September 3-4. 
Individual guides, large and small 
guiding services, Outward Bound, 
NOLS, American Alpine Club and 
the four major concessionaire
guiding schools - American 
Alpine Institute, Exum Mountain 
Guides, Rainier Mountaineering 
Inc. and Yosemite Mountaineering 
School - also participated, 
providing a diversity of opinions 
and needs that often led to lively 
debate. Yet everyone agreed on 
the basic tenet of a professional 
guides' organisation: it must 
promote high guiding standards 
which guarantee that the safety of 
public and client is paramount. 

The idea of organising 
American guides emerged in the 
early 1970s. APMGAwasformally 
born in 1980 with the Moose Bar 
Charter, outlining the 
organisation's two primary goals: 
(1) to promote the highest 
possible standards for American 
guiding and 
(2) to obtain Union Internationale 
des Associations de Guides de 
Montagnes (UIAGM) 
membership. 

Over the next six years APMGA 
membership grew from 10 to 79 
(not all paid or active), but the 
debate on the validity and 
desirability of certification also 
grew, reaching a climax at the 
September 1986 meeting when it 
became clear that the four 
concessionaire-guiding schools 
would not join APMGA if 
certification was retained as the 
membership criterion. "The large 
schools probably do 80-85% of 
the guiding business and are 
extremely experienced and 
successful. We take pride in the 
quality control we have 
developed over the years," 
explains Dunham Gooding, 
director of the American Alpine 
Institute in Washington. 

"We don't support the idea of 
certification. Considering how 
sophisticated American guiding 
and instruction are at this point, 
the small benefits of certification 
don't stack up well against the 
enormous amounts of time and 
money required to design and 
maintain a certification 
programme. Different regions 
necessitate different guiding 
techniques and qualifications. We 
feel we're a better judge of safety 
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American Guides' Organisation Meets in Tetons 
Picos Update 

standards for our operations than 
an outside certifying group." 
Jerry Lynch, speaking for RMI but 
voicing an opinion shared by 
many, added, "The certification 
issue is sadly defeating some of 
the other immediate problems 
that must be addressed." These 
problems include safety and 
client care, insurance, industry 
promotion, information exchange, 
and public and government 
images of the guiding profession. 

In defence of certification, Doug 
Robinson, past APMGA 
president, pointed out that it is a 
process insurance companies and 
government agencies 
understand, as well as a concept 
which he and others like Yvon 
Chouinard feel will guarantee 
high standards for American 
guides, eliminating unsafe 
schools and guides from the 
status and sanction implied by 
membership of a professional 
organisation. Clearly certification 
will continue to be an APMGA 
issue. 

Based on majority consensus, 
APMGA made two far-reaching 
changes in its structure: (1) 
Membership would no longer be 
tied to APMGA certification, and 
(2) a voluntary accreditation 
programme would be established 
"to promote safe climbing 
instruction and guiding among 
professionals in the United 
States, to improve the public 
image of professional mountain 
guiding and instruction, and to 
improve the guiding industry's 
working relationship with forest 
and parkland managers, with the 
hope of forestalling government 
intervention or regulation of the 
United States' guiding industry." 
Ian Wade, APMGA president
elect, feels that accreditation will 
not only help ensure that guiding 
has high safety standards, but will 
also help with insurance and 
documenting effective risk 
management. 

Two membership categories 
were established: a general 
membership open to all working 
guides active within the last year, 
and a supporting membership 
open to anyone who wishes to 
support APMGA. General 
members vote and have access to 
APMGA courses; supporting 
members do not vote. Dues are 
$50.00/calendar year for general 
members, $100/calendar year for 
supporting members. 

Those members already 
certified by the APMGA will retain 
that certification, and applications 
submitted for APMGA 
membership/certification prior to 
September 4 are being processed. 
However, a moratorium exists on 
any further certification while a 
committee researches the issue. 

National officers were elected 
to one-year terms: Ian Wade 
(Outward Bound, CT), president; 
Dunham Gooding (American 
Alpine Institute, WA), vice-

president; John Fischer 
(Palisades School of 
Mountaineering, CA), secretary, 
and Eric Sanford (Liberty Bell 
Alpine Tours, WA), treasurer. 
Working committees were also 
established: some are safety, 
insurance, accreditation, 
membership, and certification. 
The next national meeting will be 
held March 15-16, 1987, at the SIA 
Show in Las Vegas. 

Allan Pietrasanta (Buttermilk 
Mountain Works), who chaired 
the meeting, enthused about the 
accomplishments. "It was a very 
positive meeting. More guides 
became aware of what APMGA is 
really about; a lot of 
misconceptions were cleared up. 
Perhaps even more important, 
more guides became involved in 
working in the association." 

If you would like to join APMGA 
or receive more information, 
write to the American 
Professional Mountain Guide 
Association, PO Box 59, Bishop, 
CA 93514. 
Helen Henkel Larson 

Picos Exploitation Update 
In early 1985, in view of the threat 
to the Pi cos de Europa that the 
Asturian Regional Government's 
plans represented (see Mountain 
707) the Colectivo Montanero por 
la Defensa de los Picas de Europa 
and various regional ecology 
groups, began actively 
campaigning to stop any 
unnecessary developments in the 
range. The results of that 
campaigning are: 

1. The hut in Vegarredonda, 
which began the whole 
controversy, has been completed 
and opened to the public. In its 
reduced size it should make a 
positive contribution to 
mountaineering in the area, 
without causing too great an 

ecological impact. 
2. The graded path from La 

Terenosa to Vega Urriellu (foot of 
El Naranjo de Bulnes) has been 
finished, with consequent 
irreparable damage to the area. 
Large amounts of explosives 
were employed in building the 
path, the first part of which had 
collapsed with the snows of the 
first winter. The damage done will 
most probably worsen as the path 
becomes more widely known. 
Trials bikes have already been 
taken to Vega Urriellu along the 
new path. 

3. Any decision concerning 
the construction of the 
telepherique system based on the 
village of Bulnes, has been 
postponed by the Regional 
Government until the results of 
various studies concerning the 
range have been made public. 
The villagers of the affected 
Bulnes have shown themselves 
to be vehemently opposed to the 
telepherique, demanding vehicle 
access to their homes instead. 
The local rural council, local 
agricultural workers' unions, all 
the ecology groups in Asturias, 
and the Colectivo Montafiero por 
la Defensa de los Picos de Europa, 
have firmly and publicly 
supported the villagers in their 
claim. 

In view of such strong 
opposition, the Regional 
Government conceded the need 
for a road to Bulnes, but chose to 
build it from Sotres, via the 
1,300m Collade de Pandebano. 
The villagers of Bulnes and the 
above-mentioned groups 
rejected this route immediately:-

a. Because it involves a 23km 
journey from Poncebos, as 
opposed to 3km via the Canal del 
Tejo. 

b. Because the route will be 

closed by snow during the winter 
months. 

c. Because the ecological 
damage caused by this road will 
not be less than that of the road 
via the Canal del Tejo, the option 
rejected by the Regional 
Government on ecological 
grounds. 

d. Because such an 
inadequate route clearly leaves 
the door open for the subsequent 
installation of telepheriques in the 
Canal del Tejo. 

4. The other plans for the area 
(6 new huts, many graded paths) 
have fallen from the limelight as a 
resu It of the ferocity of the 
controversy over access to Bulnes 
and the telepheriques. At the 
moment, no Regional 
Government Department admits 
either knowledge or 
responsibility for such plans. 

5. The Asturian Regional 
Government has in its possession 
over 21,000 signatures, 
signatures collected by the 
Colectivo Montanero and various 
ecology groups during their 
campaigning. The Colectivo 
Montanero continues to receive 
signatures and letters of support, 
both from inside and outside 
Spain. 

The battle to save the Pico de 
Europa from mass tourism, then, 
is far from won. Equally, it would 
seem fair to say that it is a long 
way from being lost. The 
admission of the need for a road 
to Bulnes, and the postponement 
of the decision over the 
telepheriques, prove once again, 
were further proof needed, the 
value and importance of pressure 
groups in the fight to save the 
world's wild places. 

Robin Walker 
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OBITUARY I 

Alan Rouse 1952 -1986 
Alan Rouse died at Camp 4 on 

the Abruzzi Ridge of K2 a few days 
after he had made the first British 
ascent of the mountain on August 
4th . 

Alan Rouse was 34 and in the 
previous 20 years had become 
one of the world 's leading 
climbers. He was a brilliant Alpine 
and Himalayan climber, making 
numerous first ascents, generally 
in a very pure Alpine Style and 
always in fast times. However he 
was also an accomplished rock 
climber, making ascents of the 
hardest rock routes of the day, an 
unusual attribute in the age of 
increasing specialization. 

He leaves a legacy of many 
desperate first ascents 
throughout Britain, particularly 
on the rock ofthe Peak District and 
North Wales, and the ice of 
Scotland in Winter. 

Alan started climbing as a 
schoolboy on his local sandstone 
around Wallasey, climbing all the 
hardest routes on the Breck, 
Frodsham and Helsby (such as 
the first solo of Beatnik). It was 
this early climbing that developed 
his fantastic finger strength . 
When he went to Cambridge 
University to study Maths he was 
already one of the leading rock 
climbers of the day. He spent his 
time at University climbing rather 
than studying, hitching many 
miles each weekend to the Peak, 
Snowdonia or Ben Nevis. He 
climbed numerous routes 
including: Boldest and Vector 
solo , Wee Doris second ascent 
and the first ascents of Gemini, 
Positron and Sheaf Direct. He 
maintained his high rock climbing 
standard right up till his death , 
and it was only last year that he 
climbed Blind Date (ES 6c) on 
Burbage North and Rite of Way 
(ES 6b) in Winnats Pass, typical 
Rouse routes: fingery and very 
technical, and emphasising his 
rock climbing ability which he 
maintained over the past twenty 
years . 

It was in the perverse world of 
Scottish Winter climbing that 
Alan truly revelled; partnered by 
Mick Geddes, Rab Carrington or 
myself he climbed many routes 
throughout Scotland. He made 
the second ascent of Orion Face 
Direct and Minus 2 Gully and the 
first ascents of Ke/lets Right Hand 
Route, Left Edge of Gardyloo 
Buttress, Shot in the Dark and 
Route2on Ben Nevis. He climbed 
many major first ascents in the 
rest of the North of Scotland, 
including Citadel (with winter 
variation) on Shelter Stone, 
Central Buttress (Pigott's) on Ben 
Eighe and Geddes Gully near 
Seanna Bhraigh. 

With this great technical ability 
on rock and ice he climbed many 
routes in the Alps. These include : 
the Direct Route North Face 
Gletscherhorn (1st ascent), 
Lesueur Route N. Face Dru (2nd 
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ascent), N. Face Aiguil/e des 
Pelerins (1st winter) and the NE 
Spur Les Droites (solo). He made 
Chamonix and the Mont Blanc 
Range his home, climbing most 
of the classic hard routes in 
summer and a host of first Winter 
ascents. It was in tragic 
circumstances that he moved 
from the Alps when his French 
girlfriend, Gwendoline, was kille_d 
in a skiing accident. 

In recent years it was surprising 
that Alan could climb at all , as he 
had a partially deformed ankle 
after breaking it badly twice ; the 
first time when he was trying to 
solo the South Face of the Fou in 
1971 and the second time on the 
Direct Route on Half Dome in 
Yosemite in 1972. Both accidents 
ended in major epics. A few years 
later his shoulder dislocated 
seriously and doctors were very 
sceptical of his future climbing 
plans. After major surgery and a 
great deal of perseverance he 
managed to climb again , a true 
testimonial to his total dedication 
to climbing . 

The first of Alan 's many trips to 
South America was a farce. The 
expedition, which included Rab 
Carrington, Mick Geddes, Pete 
Minks and John Barker was held 
up in Buenos Aires for several 
months due to bureaucratic 
problems. During that time they 
enjoyed the 'high life' of the city 
and when it came to leaving for 
the mountains they had run out of 
money. By fair means or foul they 
finally reached Patagonia only to 
find the weather its usual 
appalling self. The subsequent 
retreat home caused chaos 
throughout the Americas. 

In 1977 he visited South 
America again . This 'Super Trip ' 
was to last 9 months and in the 
company of his partner Rab 
Carrington and John Whittle, the 
Burgess twins and myself, made 
a series of audacious ascents 
throughout that continent, 
heralding the start of the modern 
style of Alpine Climbing in the 
Andes. In Patagonia he made the 
first ascent of the West Face of 
Aig Poincenot, Cuatro Dedos, 
Bifida and Gran Genderme de 
Pallone. Further north in the 
Cordillera Huayhuash he made 
the first ascent of three difficult 
and long mixed faces : S. Face 
Yerupaja, W. Face Nevada 
Rondoy and S. Face Nevada 
Rasca. Later, in 1979, he visited 
the Huayhuash again and made 
many more ascents, including the 
first ascent of the W. Ridge of 
Ninashanke. 

Ten years ago, making ascents 
of the big Himalayan peaks was 
the privilege of large scale, fixed 
rope expeditions using oxygen 
(apart for a few notable 
exceptions) . Then a few talented 
climbers led a revolution in 
mountaineering by climbing 
difficult routes on high Himalayan 
Peaks using lightweii:iht Alpine 

Style methods, without oxygen 
or high altitude porters. Alan 
Rouse was one of these 
exceptional climbers, and 
between 1978 and his death this 
year, he went on eight 
expeditions to the Himalaya and 
reached the summit on five of 
these trips. 

Jannu in Eastern Nepal was 
Alan's first Himalayan objective 
in 1978 and together with 
Carrington, Baxter-Jones and 
myself he made the first alpine 
style ascent of the long and 
difficult French Route, an ascent 
which has become a landmark in 
Himalayan history. The year after, 
with Scott, Bettembourg and 
myself he made the first ascent of 
the steep North Ridge of Nuptse 
from the Western Cwm, again in 
Alpine style. 

The Nepalese Government 
opened the doors to climbing in 
winter in 1980. Alan, as always at 
the forefront, led an expedition to 
climb the West Ridge of Everest 
via the Lho La . Bad weather which 
led to appalling climbing 
conditions halted the climb at 
7500m ; nevertheless valuable 
experience was gained for the 
future . 

Coincidentally at the same time 
China made the long awaited 
announcement that climbers 
could again apply to climb a 
limited number of peaks within 
their boundaries. Alan was on the 
first of these expeditions, to 

Alan Rouse 

attempt the remote and 
unclimbed Mount Kongur with 
Bonington, Tasker and 
Boardman. Although the weather 
in the region was very cold 
(Kongur is further North than 
most of the other Himalayan 
mountains) the mountain looked 
easy angled and relatively 
straightforward to climb. This was 
far from the truth and in 1981 the 
four climbers made a very difficult 
and long ascent in very cold and 
windy conditions. The climb was 
also remarkable because they did 
this unexplored mountain in 
Alpine Style. 

During the last few years he 
turned his attention to the 
Karakorum , atfirstfailing on Ogre 
2 and Ka run Koh before making a 
rapid ascent of Broad Peak with 
Parkin in 1983. On that same 
expedition he made an attempt 
on K2's South Face, almost 
reaching the shoulder at 8000m 
before bad weather forced them 
down . After this failure it became 
Alan's major ambition to climb 
K2 . He achieved his ambition but 
did not live to tell the tale. 

In recent years Alan had 
become involved in the politics of 
climbing and last year became 
the Vice President of the British 
Mountaineering Council. His 
logical mind and wide experience 
of climbing matters helped the 
smooth running of this 
organization . He had visited most 
of the world's major climbing 
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Julie Tullis 

areas and with this experience he 
helped numerous climbers and 
expeditions, giving them advice 
and encouragement. He was a 
valued member of the ACG, CC 
.and MEF Screening committee . 

In contrast in the seventies, like 
many of his contemporaries, he 
lived a nomadic existence, always 
climbing, often drinking and 
partying and rarely working. It 
was the days of al I night parties at 
Al Harris's Piranha Club 'caving' 
weekends, and 'rape and pillage' 
in Chamonix . British climbing was 
on a high: we were leading the 
field in the Himalaya and the 
Continentals had not learnt to 
rock climb. The eighties came and 
with it the end of an era that Alan 
still tried to live in, right up until 
his death. British mountaineering 
declined because of the deaths of 
many of the bestclimbers, the 
increased job and family 
commitments of others, and the 
lack of enough young talented 
mountaineers to replace the 'old' 
hands. Alan 'settled down' but 
missed the stimulus of his life in 
the seventies and his lost friends, 
Alex McIntyre, Joe Tasker, Pete 
Boardman, Roger Baxter-Jones, 
Pete Thexton, Tim Lewis and Mick 
Geddes. Nevertheless he actively 
promoted climbing, trying to 
stimulate young climbers to visit 
the Alps and Himalaya and 
organise and lead expeditions like 
his last - The Fullers Brewery K2 
Expedition. 

Alan's youthful enthusiasm 
never ceased to amaze his many 
friends and he lived at a pace of 
life that few could follow. For 
Alan, socialising with climbers 
and talking about the mountains 
over a pint in the pub was almost 
as important as climbing itself. 
For most people his wild tales of 
decadent South America and 
stories of epic struggles in the 
mountains of the Himalaya, or the 
many audacious plans for the 
future were fantasy, but for Alan 
they were everyday living. He 
once stated that he had spent a 
whole winter season in Chamonix 
without missing a night in the Bar 
National - it wasn't for the beer
he just loved socialising. It was 
always entertaining being with 
Alan, he made everybody laugh 
with his outrageous anecdotes, 
yet next minute he would 
confound you with some amazing 
theory or statistic on politics, 
physics or women (he was an 
ardent chauvinist who fell in love 
with every woman he met) . 
Friends will miss his stimulating 
and funny company, yet for most 
he will be remembered for his 
climbing. 

Despite the recent veneer of 
respectability, Alan's life was 
climbing; his home was in the 
mountains and it was here that he 
was truly content. The civilized 
world was like a holiday from his 
'real world'. Back in the cities he 
would be restless, spending his 

day researching his next climb 
and evenings in the pub, joking, 
telling outrageous tales of past 
exploits or expounding his 
theories on making money (by 
the way, none of them worked). 
Although he lived life to the full in 
the city, whenever possible he 
would escape to the mountains. 
On his return from K2 he was to 
face a new challenge - being a 
dad . His girlfriend Deborah had a 
daughter, Holly, a few weeks after 
he died. 

Few people have lived such a 
varied and exciting life in such a 
short space of time. He died in his 
'home' after achieving his life's 
ambition: few people are so lucky 
and it is with selfish grief that we 
mourn his death . 
Brian Hall 

Donations towards a suitable and 
lasting memorial for Alan Rouse 
will be much appreciated. Please 
send to: Alan Rouse Memorial 
Fund, The Conifers, Turners Lane, 
Llynclws Lane, Oswestry, 
Shropshire. 

Julie Tullis 1939-1986 , 
Julie Tullis died peacefully in her 
sleep on the night of7th August at 
26,250 ft on K2, her "mountain of 
mountains". In company with six 
other climbers she had been 
trapped there by a five day storm 
after she had made the second 
British ascent, close behind Alan 
Rouse, of the world's second 
highest mountain. Only two of 
those who sheltered at the high 
camp survived the storm and the 
subsequent descent. It is thought 
that Julie died as a result of 
cerebral oedema, a diagnosis 
which firmly fits the facts. Her 
ascent of K2 at the third attempt 
completed an impressive list of 
high altitude climbs which 
included Huascaran, Hidden Peak 
and Broad Peak. She also joined 
expeditions to Everest and Nanga 
Parbat, in each case encumbered 
by the enormous additional and 
mental burdens of being 
responsible for recording the 
sound for films she made with her 
partner, Kurt Diemberger; it is 
much to their credit that the 
partnership won international 
film awards for the hard-won 
fruits of their labours. 

Julie Tullis was born in Surrey 
in 1939, first climbed in 1954, 
married Terry Tullis in 1959. 
Christopher was born in 1962 and 
Lindsay in 1964. Julie instructed 
rock climbing at sandstone 
outcrops in Kent and Sussex in 
between running their cafe cum 
climbing equipment shop at 
Groombridge. Amongst the many 
people Julie and Terry instructed 
were several groups from schools 
for disabled children; here her 
personality begins to emerge, for 
though she was patient and 
considerate she had no time for 
those bureaucrats and teachers 
who appeared in her eyes to be 

too stuffy and over-protective . 
With great enthusiasm, she 
encouraged able-bodied and 
disabled people to expand their 
horizons without, to the best of 
my knowledge, any consequent 
harm . She and Terry were natural , 
untrained social workers who 
always had time to listen (except 
to certain bureaucrats and 
teachers!) 

Once the children had passed 
their mid-teens, Julie felt free to 
go away climbing for extended 
periods; she and Terry went on 
their first expedition, to Peru, in 
1978. It was not luck which led to 
her going on several subsequent 
high altitude expeditions; she had 
a great many qualities which 
resulted in her being invited to 
go, not the least of these being 
her determination . An interest in 
martial arts - she was a black belt 
in Judo and Aikido - seemed to 
give added .mental strength to an 
already determined person, and 
she kept herself very fit. Julie was 
also comfortable to be with, and 
her easy-going attitude 
encouraged frank and open 
discussion because she could be 
trusted not to take umbrage too 
readily . Though it may be that 
women generally are better co
operators, this is not invariably 
so; but even under the worst 
stresses of expeditions Julie 
remained a compatible 
companion, and a hard worker. 
Fortunately Terry knew why Julie 
climbed; that is why he always 
encouraged her, and he would 
want everyone to know that their 
grief is mitigated a little by the fact 
that Julie succeeded on K2, and 
her book Clouds From Both Sides 
was finished. 

"Life is short and there has to 
be a reason be:yond purely 
surviving," Julie wrote in her 
book," . .. if I could choose a place 
to die, it would be in the 
mountains. There have been a 
number of occasions when just to 
have drifted off into an eternal 
sleep would have been an easy 

· and pleasant thing to do." 
"A ticket to K2," Julie joked at a 

railway station, on her way to 
Heathrow airport and thence to 
her "mountain of mountains". 

"Single or return?" asked the 
ticket clerk, with an irony that now 
screams out. 

You left behind more than 
memories. You left a good book, 
you left some fine films, to 
entertain and to inspire. You left a 
list of mountaineering 
achievements and happy 
memories for us to remember, 
times shared, at Harrison's Rocks, 
in pubs, in the cafe, at the cottage 
in Groombridge, in the 
mountains. 
Norman Croucher 
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THE SUN ALSO SHINES 
Climbing on the Spanish Riviera 
by Nico Mailander 
Mountain will be publishing a series of articles to highlight the wealth of rock climbing in Spain. 

Over the centuries the guards of the small 
Spanish fishing town of Calpe peered out to 
see from the summit of the Pefion de Hach. 
When the feared triangular sails of the swift 
Moorish pirate vessels pierced the horizon, 
the goats were driven into the nearby 
mountains. The peasants withdrew behind 
the walls of the fortress to sell their hides as 
dearly as possible. 

Today, a glance from the summit of "the 
Sugarloaf of the Costa Blanca" makes clear 
tliat other conquerors have been more 
successful than the Saracens. Still the goat 
tracks meander through the thinning pine 
forests. However, the bells of the animals 
sound displaced among yellow Caterpillars 
and trim "Spanish-style" villas bearing such 
exotic Iberian names as "Betty" or "Sonnen
schein" . The conglomeration of houses that 
disfigures the bay some thousand feet below 
could almost be mistaken for a Teutonic 
architectural atrocity from the fifties - if it 
weren't for the corrugated iron bull ring in 
the middle of a dusty rectangle between 
shabby concrete shoeboxes . A Christmas 
holiday here? But the question is not as 
easily answered as the visitor, turning· his 
eyes out to sea in horror, might initially 
think . 
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At least the weather on the Costa Blanca 
and the Costa de! Azahar - the Mediter
ranean seaboard between the Cabo Tortosa 
and Alicante - might console the refugee 
from Central Europe or a foggy island in 
the North Sea. During the cold season the 
rain in Spain actually does stay mainly in 
the plains north of Castellon, and the 
snows of the Sierra Nevada hardly influence 
the climate north of Murcia. Thus , from 
November to February, Spanish climbers 
consider excursions to the Sierras of the 
Levante (the area of the central Mediter
ranean coast) as trips , where alpinistic 
satisfaction only depends on your willing
ness to drag a weary body off the beach . For 
this reason the first two articles of this series 
on some "fun " climbing areas of Spain will 
concentrate on this region , where year
round climbing is almost guaranteed . It is 
true that if you 're lucky you can also get 
your hands onto dry rock in winter at 
Barcelona's Montserrat , Pedriza or ·Los 
Patones close to Madrid. But in all areas of 
northern and central Spain you are just as 
likely to spend your time shivering in some 
unheated cafe as in Finale or Saint Jeannet. 

Just south of Calpe 's Pefion the coastal 
road winds its way through the Barranco de 

Mascarat - with over 500 feet of climbing 
towering on both sides. Just a few more 
miles further , inland from Benidorm, lies 
the Sierra Aitana, where the Puig Campana, 
the Tozal de Levante and El Ponoch offer 
good routes of Sella-Pass quality- minus the 
crowds and afternoon thunderstorms. 

The Pefion de Ifach breaks off with an 800 
foot wall towards the south east. The style 
of the routes here resembles that on the 
Colodri Wall of Arco: vertical yellow rock 
with rounded athletic holds along the cracks 
connected by elegant greyrock traverses. 
The best routes are Diedra UBSA (HVS), 
Manuel (Sc E2) and the Anglada-Gallego 
(5b Sl) . To the left of this semi-Dolomite 
face the rock turns grey , offering climbing 
from V. Diff. on the Valencianos route to 
E3 6a on Asignatura Pendiente. On a calm 
sunny day - no waves to bash your brains 
against the rock - the Traversia Nautilus 

Above: The Peiion de Jfach at Calpe in the 
evening light. Photo: Bernard Newman. 
Opposite Page: Pete Gomersa// powering 
up Cleoplacca (E5 6b) on the Mascarat 
Inferior. Photo: Liz Klobusicki. 







Opposite Page: Looking South West from the upper part of the Diedro UBSA. Photo: Janine Frazer. Above Left: Pitch Four of Die_dro UBSA 
(HVS 5b), Bernard Newman leading(!). Photo: Janine Frazer. Above Right: Liz Klobusicki on La Fina, Toix East. Photo: Mailander. 

(5a/b) can be an exciting solo. Never more 
than 50 feet literally above sea level, it 
traverses about half a mile of rock out to the 
point of the Penon 's peninsula. 

The Sierra de Toix , jutting out to sea just 
north of Calpe, hides its serious seaward 
secrets behind an easy-going face full of fun 
(bolt protected) slab-climbs on the eastern 
and western end of the crest. Seawardly the 
gentle slopes, echoing with goatbells, sud
denly plunge to the sea perpendicularly in 
an uninterrupted band of rock almost two 
miles long. At the very northern end the 
Pared de Missing Link (Sc, E3, 5 pitches) 
offers a superb sea level traverse and then 
escapes up a scarcely protected overhanging 
arete which - except for the lack of drizzle -
will feel like home ground to the Ingles. For 
the big wall expert , eager to spend a few 
nights dangling above the waves, the seaward 
face of the Sierra de Toix offers as a special 
adventure a sort of horizontal El Cap. Up to 
last spring the individual parts of this com
plicated two mile traverse - on which the 
first ascensionists did not haul a bag but 
trailed a dinghy! - had not yet been linked. 

Towards the west, before dropping into 
the Barranco, the Sierra de Toix rises to the 
summit of the Mascarat Inferior. It is 
crowned by a castle that was built to keep an 
eye on the road snaking through the gorge 
below, so vital to the Valencian kingdom. 
Almost 200 feet above the bottom of the 
Canyon, an ancient arching bridge spans 
the air, connecting the Sierra de Toix with 
the Walls of the Mascarat Superior - a little 
boy's dream of the setting in the final scene 
of For Whom the Bell Tolls. Then, in order 
to let tourists and tanks move more swiftly 
along the coast, General Franco's engineers 
reconstructed the N 332. Exactly 38 metres 
from the old one they had a wide new bridge 

built. Little did they dream that they had set 
the scene for a future Mecca of an obscure 
international breed of adrenalin addicts. 
Your back to the red railing of the new 
bridge , your eyes follow the ropes , gently 
bowing to gravity , over to the distant stone 
arch , down to the pebble-like boulders and 
out to sea. Then a short moment of concent
ration, the plunge you have been waiting for 
all the time , rushing air leading into a joyful 
giant pendulum. 

People who have come here to climb will 
find two "pre-alpine" classics in the Via 
UBSA (VS , 8 pitches) on the Superior and 
the Via Boulder on Inferior. The Teta de la 
Navia (Sc, E3, 4 pitches) is a good challenge 
for the leader of "easy extremes" , but 
Cleoplacca on the Inferior (6b, ES) is a 
50 metre superpitch, reserved for people 
who can really climb. For Via Sulfada on 
the other side of the gorge I will take no 
responsibility, but its overhanging first 
pitch is a good workout on a rest day . 

Cars parked in the gorge are extremely 
endangered. You'll have to solve the prob
lem of how to be unprejudiced and friendly 
while keeping a Riviera-like eye on your 
worldly possessions. 

Hidden away on the south eastern slopes 
of the Sierra de Bernia is the one pitch goute 
d 'eau wall of the Daile d'Ola, which was 
developed by the Swiss veterans Erica 
Stagny and Robert Wohlschlag. About a 
dozen bolted routes in the Sa to 6a category 
guarantee a pleasant couple of days of 
relaxed picnic climbing. 

The three- to five-hundred metre walls of 
the Tozal de Levante, the Torre de Murcia 
and El Jonoch , close to the resort town of 
Polop, are by and large the domain of a few 
Levantine specialists. Most of the routes on 
these complicated faces are extremely hard 

to locate and include a fair amount of 
Spanish aid-climbing: keyhole hangers over 
rusty screws and rows of weathered shoe
strings dangling in the shimmering heat. 
Exceptions are Via de /os Gomez on the 
Tozal, as well as Valencianos and Estada 
Emotional on the Ponoch. On Gomez, a 
tiring bulge (which still awaits a possible 
free ascent) leads up to fantastically 
exposed free-climbing, interspersed with a 
little aid for the less able or courageous. 

Valencianos on the Ponoch could be called 
the "Micheluzzi of the Levante", pleasant 
climbing on a 400 metre face with a superb 
traverse at Sa. The bolt-ladder below can be 
either freed at 6b or bypassed on the left by 
a good arabic less. Estada Emotional 
reaches the bolt section of Valencianos 
directly from the left side of the gigantic 
pinnacle at the foot of the face, and then 
escapes to the right turning of the huge red 
roof. It is said to offer superb free climbing 
at 6a, but requires habituation to Spanish 
pro techniques. 

Also in the Sierra Aitana, to the south of 
El Ponoch, lies the Puig Campana. With a 
little imagination you can see why the locals 
of the Benidorm coast call the mountain 
that rises to 1410 metres the "Indian". The 
towers and pinnacles of the East Ridge 
resemble the war bonnet and forehead of a 
Sioux chief, rising to the "nose" and "chin" 
of the pre-summits. All the climbing is on 
the extremely complex walls , spurs and 
ridges leading up to the antecima . The 
summit itself is hardly ever visited by climbers 
since, on all the popular routes, you can get 
off the hill where the difficulties ease off. 
The starts of most of the routes are reached 
by one hour of gentle hiking from the small 
mountain town of Finestrat. Of all the 
climbs on the Puig Campana the 9 pitch 
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Espe/on Central (V. Diff.) is the most 
popular and would be a classic anywhere. 
The routes on the South Face of the spur 
share its superb grey rock and abundance of 
holds and flutings that lend themselves 
readily to "soft" protection. I suppose this 
explains why the final jamming pitch of Via 
Julia (Sa , 4 pitches) displays such an uncon
tinental lack of fixed pro. Anywhere else 
you would have to stand in line to get onto 
the pleasant cracks, slabs and overhangs of 
Diedre Magics (Salb, 6 pitches) and Diedra 
Gallego (Sb, S pitches). On a cloudless 
Easter Sunday we had them entirely to our
selves. From the belays in the depths of the 
Gallego chimneys the skyscrapers, roller
coasters and UFO-discos down in Benidorm 
seemed more than the actual ten miles 
away. And while you follow the rope up 
over a yellow overhang and leftwards into 
the exposed traverse you feel thankful that 
the new conquerors of the Levante have 
hitherto not been entirely successful. 

Guidebooks to the area: 
Guia de Escaladas de Peiion de lfach 
Vincente and Juan Antonia Andres 
Distributor: Revista Desnivel, Apartado de 
Correos 19.083, 28020 Madrid 
Sun Rock: Climbing on the Spanish 
Mediterranean Coast (available February 
1987, covers some 14 climbing areas between 
the Pyrenees and Alicante): Panico Press , 
Golterstrasse 12, D732S Kongen , West 
Germany 
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Right: A must on the itinerary of any visiting lunatic, is the bridge 
jumping or 'puenting' in the Mascarat Gorge. The old and new 
road bridges are just the right distance apart, and high enough 
above the river bed (you hope). Photo of the author doing it, by 
Liz Klobusicki. 
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
Conflict and Change in the Eighties 
by Jeff Smoot 

"Individual achievement is one of the things 
that sport measures. But when each person 
tries to individualise the rules of the game, 
the result is that the true area of competition 
is muddied." 

Miss Manners 

The above quote comes from a surprising 
source: Judith Martin, the self-proclaimed 
"Miss Manners", an American columnist 
who devotes herself to matters of proper 
behaviour. In this particular column Miss 
Manners was discussing how tennis has, 
from a traditional gentleman's game, 
become a parading ground for ostentatious 
brats, her prime example being none other 
than John McEnroe. She further worried 
that the integrity of the game of tennis had 
been destroyed, spoiled not only by rampant 
commercialism, but by youth which no 
longer respected the traditions of the sport. 
She concluded that unless players refrained 
from their histrionics, and began dressing 
and behaving like tennis players, the game 
they were playing was not truly "tennis". 

Such is the state of American free-climbing 
in the 1980s. The game has become indi
vidualised, the costumes have changed, and 
the new stars of climbing seem to have lost 
their respect for the traditions of the sport. 
Everybody, it seems, has a different idea of 
what free-climbing is or should be, and so 
the whole sport is in a state of turmoil and 
tension. If you have been reading the 
American climbing journals lately, you 
must know how confusing the whole situation 
is. The trouble is, it seems to be getting 
worse. Everyone is up in arms against 
everyone else over style and ethics, two 
sides divided, as if a revolution is under way 
between the traditionalists, who want to 
keep things the way they were, and the new 
breed of rebels, the so-called "tricksters", 
who refuse to conform to the constraints of 
the old styles and ethics. 

To provide an example, consider Todd 
Skinner's ascent of The Stigma, a radically 
steep fingertip crack on Yosemite's famed 
Cookie Cliff. Skinner, a self-proclaimed 
renegade, worked on and eventually led the 
crux of the pitch, but only after some three 
weeks of continual sieging. This caused an 
uproar in Yosemite, since Skinner had 
violated nearly every ethical "rule" adhered 
to by the conservative locals. Not only had 
he aided the pitch first, then rappelled and 
inspected the crack, but he had resorted to 
preplacing protection pegs before resuming 
his efforts to free-climb it. What's more, 
Skinner sieged for many days, finally man
aging to reach a no-hands stance at the end 
of the route's difficulties after repeated 
hangdogging, yo-yoing and rehearsing. 

To the traditionalist locals, the only 
legitimate free ascent of The Stigma would 
have started from the ground, with all 
protection placed free and on the lead, and 
without the hangdogging tactics employed 
by Skinner. So, while Skinner felt he had 
established a breakthrough route (he rated 
The Stigma solid 5.13, stating that ."by 
Yosemite standards, The Stigma is 5.14"), 
the locals ridiculed his efforfs, invalidating 
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Above: Chain Reaction (5.12c), Smith Rock. Photo: Jeff Smoot. Since this route appeared 
on the cover of Mountain, it has become one of the most tried routes in America. 
Opposite Page: Yet another cover route, Sphinx Crack (5.13b) South Platte, Colorado, 
established by Tony Yanira as America's second legitimate 5.13 in 1981. Climber Hugh 
Herr; photo Jeff Smoot. Herr is a double amputee, and uses the ultimate crack 'trick' -feet 
manufactured to fit the crack! 





HHangdoggers are short-changing themselves ... the bottom line is that 
hangdogging is aid climbing." - Ron Kauk 

the ascent on the grounds that he had , in 
effect, broken the rules . 

The following September, Alan Watts 
repeated the climb in only two days , but 
again the locals refused to accept that The 
Stigma had been climbed free. Why? 
Because Watts had also preinspected on 
aid, hangdogged , and placed a piton on aid. 
Local tradition insisted that if a break
through route was going to be done, it at 
least should be done right. 

Enough about The Stigma, since this 
whole episode has been belaboured quite 
enough in the American magazines. It is 
merely being used to illustrate the status of 
free-clin;ibing in America . lt seems obvious 
that American climbers share no single, 
widely-accepted definition of what consti
tutes a "free ascent". What Todd Skinner 
and Alan Watts consider a valid free ascent 
is not necessarily a free ascent for John 
Bachar or Ron Kauk . 

A majority of American climbers consider 
an ascent to be "free" as long as all of the 
moves are eventually done in sequence 
from the ground up , clipping or placing all 
protection on lead , without resorting to aid 
of any sort, be it grabbing a runner or 
hanging on the rope. What climbers generally 
do not agree on, however , is what may be 
done prior to the free ascent. While the 
tricksters consider anything fair provided 
they eventually connect all the moves , 
traditionali•ts consider an ascent to be 
nothing more than aided if the rope is used 
as a tool during an otherwise free ascent. 
Thus , hangdogging constitutes aid climbing, 
as does rappel- or aid-placed protection , be 
it pitons or bolts . Protection must be placed 
free , on lead1 and the leader must lower off 
after every fall in order for the ascent to be 
free. 

Tricksters view such a definition as an 
artificial constraint designed solely to keep 
free-climbing from progressing beyond the 
abilities of the traditionalists. The "modern" 
free climber believes free-climbing to be akin 
to gymnastic performance. Says Skinner, 
" It 's a gymnastic routine wherein a perfect 
performance puts you on top. " Thus , Skinner 
fe lt he had free-climbed The Stigma 
because he had, in his words, "performed 
the gymnastics". 

Skinner has been the dominant force in 
the current push for higher standards in 
America. His routes reflect his single
minded determination , such routes as The 
Gunfighter(5.l3b) atHuecoTanks, Texas, 
and City Park (5.13c) in Washington State. 
However, Skinner's style in establishing 
such desperates is far from commendable. 
Both of these routes, for example, were, 
like The Stigma, sieged for several weeks, 
with all manner of tricks employed prior to 
their respective first ascents. And while 
Skinner insists upon doing his climbs in one 
day before claiming a free ascent, he does 
not, like the Europeans whose tactics he has 
adopted, insist upon redpointing a route 
before calling it free. 

Redpointing is catching on in America, 
albeit slowly. While it is regularly practised 
on 5.11 and 5.12, many climbers have put 
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this style aside for routes at the cutting 
edge. At Smith Rock , for instance, where 
redpointing has traditionally been the only 
acceptable style for a valid free ascent, such 
climbers as Watts have begun to abandon it. 
Thus, while Watts felt obligated to redpoint 
many of his early hard routes, such as 
Double Stain (5.13b), he has felt no such 
obligation to do so on the East Face of 
Monkey Face (5.13d). 

Many of America's top free climbers, 
however , seem to have adopted the E uro
pean tradition of redpointing as their defin
ition of free-climbing. For instance, on the 
first continuous free ascent of Utah's Fallen 
Arches (5.13b), Dan Goodwin worked for 
13 days before connecting the moves, but 
insisted upon returning to redpoint the 
route. Bob Horan did the same on Eldorado 
Canyon's well-publicised Rainbow Wall 
(5.13a), as did Christian Griffith on Col
orado's current test piece , Desdichado 
(5.13b). 

There still exists, however , a high I y vocal 
"minority" which considers a free ascent 
valid only if done in traditional style . It 
views redpointing , along with other 
imported styles, as merely a means of 
justifying "cheating" to do new routes, since 
redpointing allows all manner of trickery 
prior to the actual ascent, including the two 
most heinous - and popular: hangdogging 
and rappel-bolting . 

"It 's a rare climber who never hangdogs ," 
states Watts , one of the best-known 
hangdoggers in the US. "I look upon it as an 
evolution, as a means to do harder climbs. 
Hangdogging is a tool that enables one to 
climb at a higher standard." Traditionalists, 
such as longtime Yosemite resident Ron 
Kauk, see it differently. 

"These people [hangdoggers] are 
shortchanging themselves," Kauk stated in 
a recent interview. All they're concerned 
about is putting up a route, not in how they 
put up a route ... The bottom line is that 
hangdogging is aid climbing; it 's not free 
climbing." 

Still, while many sneer at the efforts of 
such climbers as Skinner and Watts , and 
even put down the brilliant accomplishments 
of such visitors as Kim Carrigan and Patrick 
Edlinger, both , of whom made several 
impressive ascents of American desperates 
- including Carrigan's flash of The Rostru1!1 
(V, 5.12c) and Edlinger's flash of Gent:sis 
(5.12c) - there is suddenly a growing 
number of American climbers who not only 
admire their efforts, but emulate them as 
well. 

Perhaps the most conspicuous of these is 
Griffith, the 21-year-old Coloradan who h?s 
spearheaded the push for higher stand~rds m 
his home state with a number of d1ff1cult 
and controversial routes. Having climbed 
extensively in Europe, Griffith has seen the 
French at work at Buoux and in the Verdon, 
and he became the first to apply their 
methods fully to Eldorado Canyon. The 
result has been a renaissance in new route 
exploration not only for Griffith, but for a 
number of others who have embraced the 
European "neo-tradition" of manufacturing 

The 'Renegade' Todd Skinner, Crazy-Gluing 
his fingertips prior to an early attempt on City 
Park (5.13c). Photo: Jeff Smoot. 

free climbs. However, in addition to creating 
many fine , modern free climbs, imported 
ethics have created a great . deal of con
troversy, not only in Colorado but all across 
the country. 

American free climbing evolved from the 
broader pursuit of mountaineering. Rock 
climbing initially seemed a bit contrived, 
since it didn't actually get to the top of 
anything, and free-climbing even more so, 
since it had rules. Climbing has traditionally 
been a "free" sport, since it is not bound by 
any rules other than those imposed upon 
the individual by himself. So free-climbing 
was a step away from tradition , since it 
bound everyone to certain rules and, in 
doing so, had a major impact on the direction 
of the sport. 

The rules of free-climbing used to be 
pretty simple. One had only to start at the 
bottom of a route and climb it without 
resorting to aid, whether by grabbing a sling 
or stepping on a piton. But back then , it was 
all rather innocent. There wasn't the keen 
competition for first ascents, so if you 
pulled up on gear or hung on the rope, 
nobody cared very much except you. These 
days, if you so much as put in a nut on aid or 
hang to figure out a sequence, everybody 
starts yelling at you. This competition for 
new routes has everybody on edge, and has 
American climbers at each other's throats. 
Competition seems the main cause of the 
current tensions , and with so many climbers 
vying for so few new routes , it is easy to 
understand why. Those who are wi ll ing to 
breach traditional ethics are those who are 
climbing the hardest new routes, who are 
getting their pictures in the magazines, and 



Right: Alan Watts making the second free 
ascent of The Stigma (5.13b) in Yosemite, 
this route is currently the most controversial 
free climb in America. Photo: Jeff Smoot. 

who are causing tempers to flare amongst 
those who are not willing to resort to bad 
style to put up new routes. Thus the 
traditionalists are forced to watch while 
their virgin climbs, the climbs they have 
saved until they were ready, are systemati
cally raped by Lycra-clad teenagers who 
don't care a bit about someone else's rules, 
who are more concerned with catching up in 
the numbers game than with preserving the 
integrity of American free-climbing. 

"What are we climbing for?" wondered 
Kauk, one of America's most respected 
free-climbers. "To be able to hold a list in 
front of our faces when our joints are all 
arthritic ... and say, 'I did this one, and this 
one, and this one'?" It is a valid question, 
considering that many of America's current 
top climbers seem too caught up in the race 
for 5 .14 to care about whose fingers they are 
standing on. One has to wonder: Do these 
climbers really enjoy climbing, or would 
they rather have it done with just so they can 
check another route off their lists? 

Perhaps, but then perhaps not. Tony 
Yaniro could be accused of climbing just to 
check routes off, considering his approach 
was to find a route that was too hard for him 
and then work and train until he could do it. 
His free ascent of Grand Illusion (5.13c) in 
1979 was perhaps the most important event 
in the evolution of American free-climbing, 
an ascent that was heralded around the 
globe as one of the hardest yet done. It is 
doubly impressive considering that prior to 
1979 very few 5 .12's had been established in 
America; the introduction of hard 5 .13 was 
years ahead of its time. It must seem odd, 
then, that few American climbers tried to 
repeat the route; such climbers as Bill Price, 
Mark Hudon and Max Jones, but few 
others. Grand Illusion was finally repeated 
by Wolfgang Giillich several years later, 
confirming its 5.13 rating. 

American purists saw Yaniro as an unde
sirable, most likely because he was willing 
to try so hard where they weren't willing to 
try at all. Thus Yaniro's testpieces were 
thought of as aberrations, trick routes but 
not free climbs in the pure ~ense, because 
Yaniro's tactics included rappel-bolting, 
pre-inspecting and hangdogging. 

Still, if Yaniro's methods were at all con
troversial, the modern wave of tricksters 
has left him far behind. At least Yaniro 
didn't spend days wiring moves on a top
rope, hangdogging for hours to figure out a 
sequence, or forcing bolt lines between bolt 
lines as many do today. Just as the introduc
tion of such "modern" techniques threatens 
to spoil the integrity of British free-climbing, 
so have they begun to do so in America. 

Evidence of this "ethical decline" could 
be found last spring at Smith Rock, when 
the area was deluged by a host of talented 
American climbers. On any given day, 
nearly every 5.12 and 5.13 was under any 
manner of siege. There was not a 
traditionalist among these climbers; 
everyone was doing whatever was necessary 
to ensure success on any route they tried. It 
was evident that the area had become some
thing of .a giant outdoor arena, the routes 

merely apparatus, gymnastic routines to 
be practised and then performed, the clim
bers merely acrobats, not climbing, but 
instead performing tricks on rock. Not to 
say that this is in itself bad, since everyone, 
including myself, was having fun. But is this 
the direction that American free-climbing is 
headed? And if so, should we let it? 

Some have suggested that it is already too 
late, that the revolution is under way and 
will not be easily put down . If Smith Rock 
was the only place with such a scenario as I 
have described, it seems likely that no-one 
would care. It would be viewed as a gigantic 
amusement park, a climber's Disneyland, 
where one could go and be rid of ethical 
worries, to enjoy cheap thrills on the routes 
as one might on Disneyland's rides. Even 
traditionalists could go there, free from 
local ethical constraints, and get in queue to 
attempt to hangdog a 5.12 into submission, 
unconcerned about whether someone has 
seen them pull up on the rope to pre-chalk a 
crucial hold. But Smith Rock is not the only 
place where this is happening. Next time 
you are in Colorado, take a look. There 
seems to be a new rappel-bolted 5 .13 in 
Eldorado every week, and how long before 

the same can be said for the Shawangunks? 
(Not long, apparently, as bolts have 
appeared there as of this year.) Bolts are 
being placed in record numbers, and mostly 
on rappel. Griffith encourages climbers to 
take advantage of every inch of climbable 
rock, but how long before every route is an 
arm's reach away from a bolt line? 

I am not suggesting that Griffith will criss
cross Eldorado Canyon with bolt lines, nor 
that Watts has done so at Smith Rock. But 
who's going to stop a future climber from 
bolting a route in between other such 
routes? Is there room for another route 
between Latest Rage and Firing Line? You 
and I might not think so, but will someone 
in five years, who is eager to do a new route, 
and so is forced to contrive even further 
than we have allowed ourselves? 

Still, what have the tricksters really done? 
Have they spoiled the future for other 
climbers to do these climbs by legitimate 
means, or have they taken a logical step 
towards new route production? Is it better 
to leave blank faces for a future that may 
never arrive, or to use any means available 
to climb them now? 

"We are ascensionists, not protectionists,'' 
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Opposite Page: Mick Johnston on the classic arete of Latest Rage (5.12b ), Smith Rock. Above Left: Hugh Herr making the second free_ 
ascent of Todd Skinner's classic finger tewtpiece City Park (5. 13c) Washington State . Some bright spark smeared grease on the holds m 
an attempt to thwart Skinner's efforts, but Skinner had a blow torch with which to burn the holds clean prior to the first free ascent. 
Above Right: Alan Watts making the second free ascent of Star Wall Crack (5.12+ ), Donner Summit, California. Photos: Jeff Smoot. 

contends Skinner, a proponent of rappel 
bolting. "The only lines that we should 
leave [for the future] are those we are 
unable do; routes so desperate that they 
defy our best efforts." 

Not everyone agrees with Skinner , but 
enough do agree to cause some concern 
amongst traditionalists. Hence the heated 
arguments, the refusal to accept a jump in 
standards at the expense of style and ethics, 
the subversive bolt-chopping by so-called 
"rock police", and the libellous articles and 
letters in the climbing magazines. The 
ammunition of this revolution is flying thick 
and fast, but so far it doesn' t seem to be 
having much of an effect. 

So, how to restore order to the American 
climbing scene? Perhaps we should outlaw 
bolting, as has occurred at Hueco Tanks , 
effectively stagnating new route exploration 
and making the area the first true rock
climbing police state in America , with huge 
fines for drilling , both on lead and rappel. 
Skinner even reports being under continuous 
surveillance by park rangers eager to make 
him a scapegoat for the locals, who continue 
to drill bolts and get away with it. This, it 
seems, would be a mistake. With such rules , 
climbing would lose much of its appeal, and 

would certainly stagnate under the heavy 
hand of an ethics committee. 

Maybe we should chop offensive bolts, as 
is the regular practice at Joshua Tree. 
Unfortunately , such chopping can damage 
the rock more than any bolt. Besides , 
someone is bound to replace a chopped bolt 
- in whatever style - just to assert their right 
to place a bolt wherever they feel like it. 
This tends to lead to an endless cycle of one
upmanship, as it has in Joshua Tree , creating 
more tensions than are justified. Still, the 
message is clear: rappel or aid-placed bolts 
will not be tolerated in Joshua Tree. The 
local attitude is, "If you can 't lead it in good 
style, don't lead it at all " ; so, stanceless 
routes there are toproped and then either 
led without protection or soloed. Tricksters 
see this practice as more harmful to climbing 
tradition than bolting, since it endangers 
lives while also robbing future climbers of 
traditional leads. It is conceivable, though , 
that toproping will gain validity as routes 
become harder; there will come a day when 
routes are so hard that letting go to clip 
a bolt will be impossible . So argue the 
traditionalists: "If doing the moves is all that 
is important, why not toprope?" Answer 
the tricksters: "Toproping is not really 

climbing; leading is climbing." Wonder the 
traditionalists: "Do you call that leading?" 

In the end, all arguments and justifications 
begin to sound a bit silly, and the whole 
issue becomes tiresome. Perhaps the best 
way to resolve the conflict is to accept the 
fact that we are individuals, and that we all 
have different ways of expressing ourselves, 
especially on rock. The traditionalists might 
be a bit more tolerant of tricksters, who in 
turn could be a bit more respectful of 
traditions . Unfortunately this seems an 
unlikely outcome, as unlikely as John 
Bachar hangdogging or Christian Griffith 
throwing away his bolting gear and Lycra 
tights . So it seems we are doomed to argue 
style and ethics until we are old and arthritic, 
or until laws are enacted making hangdog
ging and rappel-bolting illegal.. 

When all is said and done, the tricksters 
are still going to be hangdogging, preprotect
ing, preinspecting, and maybe "enhancing", 
glueing, or even carving holds onto routes . 
Can anything be done to stop it? Probably 
not. After all, you cart't stop progress. But 
is this really progress? Again, probably not, 
but we still can't stop it. 
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HARD CHEDDAR 
by Martin Crocker 

Cheddar Gorge is disappearing . Since 1931 
and the ascent of Knight 's Climb the gorge , 
-one of Britain 's most fantastic natural fea
tures , has become increasingly subject to 
the threat of total obliteration · and few of 
us , least of all the tourists and local landow
ners , seem to know or care . For all its past 
glory , Cheddar Gorge is in a state of 
decline , of distressing ivy blight. And every 
summer the tourists and hooligans to whom 
Cheddar is forced to play host just look on. 
(Thank God for winter when most will go 
and sanity returns.) But beware . . . for 
behind them a faceless and deadly dark 
green force spreads , in assertion of its 
dominion, inexorably, like some terminal 
disease , oblivious of season or the frustrat
ingly sporadic efforts of part-time gardeners. 
We hang there , spider-like from long silken 
threads• hacking • bruised • but in love. 

Thankfully the position is not untenable 
and with the best season ever just past , the 
balance is being redressed . We • the climbers 
• are preserving this natural phenomenon 
for Everybody! 

Recent developments have taken a deci
sive turn for the better. For me at least , the 
future popularity of Cheddar (bearing in 
mind typically adverse conditions) lies with 
the innumerable distinct crags or tiers which 

• are easier to clean as separate entities and 
less likely to become overgrown . It 's not 
difficult to ignore the massive wealth of 
rambling rubbish , hanging gardens , vertical 
grassfields and general vegetative chaos 
with which Cheddar, admittedly , abounds . 
Some of my predecessors had different 
ideas , for, doubtlessly inspired by the 
"Dolomitic flavour" cliche, they went for the 
big ones • the British outcrop 400 footers! 
Improvidently, many examples of this genre 
were left to degenerate into impenetrable , 
precipitous jungles, and to blight the enthus· 
iasm of many visiting and local climbers 
nai:ve enough to hack through their depths 
in the hope of finding just a little bit of rock . 
Routes such as Rear Entry, Madrugada , 
Siberia, Hallowed Ground, Big Tower and 
Stone the Crows have accordingly become 
lost . How long will Lionheartsurvive? 

A lot of the credit for the fact that Cheddar 
is climbed on at all must lie with Dick 
Broomhead, who even now, after 15 years ' 
"marriage", continues his passive campaign 
of rock restoration and the development of 
the smaller crags. His guidebooks are now 
desperately out of date , but fortunately a 
new one is promised for next year. 

During the seventies more ambitious 
climbers in the form of Pat Littlejohn , Arnis 
Strapcans, Richard Harrison and Steve 
Monks got to grips with the crag to produce 
a string of superb hard routes . From this 
era , Warlord, Visionary, Crow, Caesarand 
Ahimsa have become classic three-star 
climbs. Thereafter, development proceeded 
only intermittently with the Pembroke 
boom proving too hard to resist. In 1983 I 
returned to Bristol and that December I 
took off with Spacehunter on perhaps the 
most challenging piece of virgin rock 
around . I haven 't looked back since . 

Today, Cheddar boasts a unique collection 
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Above: Martin Crocker on Mescalito (E5 6c), the most exposed and striking line on the 
North side of Cheddar Gorge. The crack on the right is taken by Sentinel (E3 6a) . 
Photo: Matt Ward. / 
Opposite Page: Gordon Jenkin miles above the road on West Route (E5 6a), High Rock. 
Photo: Martin Crocker. 

of hard climbs far surpassing that of its 
comparatively bland neighour at Bristol 
and rivalling , in my opinion , that of any crag 
in Britain . I'm not going to preach the point 
• you either make the effort to find out for 
yourselves or you don 't. There are so many 
good routes and so much unclimbed rock to 
go for at Cheddar , but if after reading the 
following you still remain unconvinced, well 

... what the hell , I can only guess that future 
generations of computerised climbers will 
look back and thank us for the opportunity 
to explore this incredible and mysterious 
environment for themselves . 

The Top End and Reservoir Walls 
These crags , though relatively small , enjoy 
the distinction of being legally accessible 





Martin Crocker on the first ascent of Madonna (E5 6b) the Zawn, Cheddar Gorge. Photo: Gordon Jenkin . 

throughout the year. Recently I took a 
nervous look at the elegant long groove 
rising from the bowels of the Pig's Hole. A 
compulsion to continue my life insisted on 
two bolts; however, on this occasion con
science prevailed over common sense and , 
with Gordy positioned at the top of a clear 
run down to the road, the uncompromising 
beauty of Sorceress (E6 6b) remained 
untainted. Contrastingly, there is plenty of 
gear on Chrome Nun (E4 6b) which is now 
free and excellent . My enjoyment of this 
route was tempered somewhat by an enor
mous block that detached itself, roared off 
down the slope and (typically) shot straight 
across the road between two oncoming cars. 
Thereafter , the quiet was punctuated by an 
incongruous "scrunching" noise. Be 
warned! 

By far the hardest route here is The Harder 
They Fall (E6 6b) . I couldn' t envisage at the 
time how a pitch could be harder, or 
perhaps I had just reached my limit. Either 
way, the groove left of Eden Crack provided 
an interminable sequence of 6b moves as 
well as couple of hefty "flyers" before it 
could be pieced togethe~. 
Pinnacle Bay and Castle Rocks 
West of The Shoot, Cheddar asserts itself 
with characteristic awe. The skyline here 
forms an incredible serrated arc, completely 
overbearing in its elevation and impalpable 
to the eye. 

Activity has been intense . Broom~ead 
frantically attacked the Long Wall - hke a 
human weedkiller - converting it in a matter 
of weeks from just another shade of green to 
a long, horizontal strip of white . By all 
accounts , _the wa_ll is a middle grade trea
sure-trove but with some harder routes ·as 
well , the best being Misty Morning(E2 5c) , 
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Pure Joy (E3 6a) and Brusque (ES 6b). 
Ginsberg (E4 6a), a popular desperate , 

was indicative of the lower - roadside - tiers' 
early promise, but a decade passed before the 
next major addition , whw Nipper Harrison 
fought the Barbarian (ES 6b) . I stripped the 
ivy between Blitz and Barbarian to reveal 
two unsuspected grooves. Heaven-Sent 
(ES 6b) is the left hand groove which , after 
a nasty start , soon evolves into an absorbing 
climb on good rock . The right hand groove 
proved to be the antithesis of its neighbour 
- a perverse problem of exceptional difficulty, 
and hence graded E6 6c and called Hell
Bent. I defy nearly anybody to climb this 
statically! 

1985 saw the celebrated return of Steve 
(Spiderman) Monks who, despite having 
subjected himself to the rigours of climatic 
extremes, put in an impressive performance 
on the wall (!nd roofs right of Ginsberg. The 
result was Ginseng (ES 6c) which has some 
reputedly finger-wrecking moves over the 
roofs and in its present state the intrinsic 
deterrent of a long run-out on the lower 
wall. 

The magnificent upper tier wall between 
Brain biter and Warlord supported in 1984 a 
rather feeble attempt at what should have 
constituted a breakthrough in the history of 
Cheddar free-climbing. A disjointed groove 
provided the only conceivable weakness , 
but did it lean! The line, which would not 
have looked out of place on Raven Tor (but 
had not been pegged) was obviously totally 
radical. I climbed it, but sank to the 
ignominy of using two rest points for which 
I was to receive some understandable but 
ill-conceived criticism. Since that day I'd 
been obsessed with the route and perpetually 
dogged by my own personal failure. So six 

months later I returned, a stiffer pair of 
boots helping me past the first rest point in 
the niche but not preventing me from 
running out of steam on·the final bulge - one 
step up from the resting ledge at the end of 
the difficulties. Two more feet! After one 
year's rest I was back yet again , with the 
ever-uncomplaining Matt Ward , and, as 
well as adding a much finer first pitch , 
finally climbed the route in one push , 
removing that most obdurate of indiscre
tions . Every Step of the Way must now be 
E7 6b; there is nothing else quite like it , and 
maybe one day it might even become famous. 

The climbs of Castle Rocks epitomise to 
me the unique flavour of the Cheddar 
experience: pinnacle and gully wall climbing 
high above the road in a remote and tranquil 
setting. This is where it started for me, in 
1972, hammering my way up Fornicator 
Simulator - but noting even at the time the 
futuristic mega-line soaring through the 
bulges to its left. Spacehunter is now free at 
E6 6b, the grade being more of a reflection 
of the experience of the senses than of pure 
difficulty . No gentle introduction - an 
unprotected , leaning wall requires convic
tion; then the route swings out over the 
void, weaving between and over roofs and 
linking holds and subtle lines of weakness in 
one enormous, rightward-tending arc. On 
two occasions now I've been glued to that 
wall, transfixed with incredulity at my right
hand rope trailing behind me, not touching 
rock but hanging limply, seemingly useless. 
350 feet of space below my feet; John, and 
one year later Matt, merely points of colour 
amidst a turmoil of white ocean . This must 
be loneliness ... As a single pitch , the 
Spacehunter expedition remains unparal
leled, though Forbidden Zones (ES 6a), its 



companion, must come pretty close. 
In 1979 Monks added the daring Stone 

Warrior (E4 6a) to the superbly exposed 
roof-capped groove in the arete of the right 
hand "pinnacle" . More recently I provided 
some long overdue daylight to the stark wall 
to its left and drew a "ruler" line up its 
centre which, after numerous aerial 
retreats, became Siouxie (ES 6b). 

Partly obstructed by the arboreal man
ifestations of the huge "Great Unwashed" 
gully is a remarkably clean and attractive 
180ft rectangular wall sporting one of the 
finest subtle natural lines at Cheddar. This 
is (get ready for more superlatives) ... 
Kephalonia (ES 6a), THE classic gully-wall 
climb and an absolute must for visitors . 
Both pitches are equally long and hard. The 
initial smooth wall proves bewilderingly 
intricate but an intellectual approach 
should lead one to the main flake and 
groove line which goes at a pleasant but 
sustained Sb until it closes, spits you out and 
forces a committing move into an overhung 
niche. Don't despair now - I didn't, because 
I knew there was a jug over the lip of the big 
roof and besides , the gear is always good. 
Immediately left of Kephalonia is a long , 
even smoother groove, which forms the 
basis of Fountain of Arethusa (ES 6b) , a 
charismatic route! 

Sunset Buttress 
The imposing, metallic dome of Sunset 
Buttress is unique. Apparently against the 
laws of nature , the crag overhangs 1 in 3 in 
a pregnant profusion of roofs and bulges. 
Unbalanced by its sheer upper mass it 
hangs, leering in a fantastic caricature of the 
impossible. 

Livesey showed the way when in 1976 he 
boldly went where only the aidman went 
before - the magnificent central groove of 
Paradise Lost - and left only one aid point, 
which did not capitulate until 1984. Despite 
being ES with two 6b pitches, the route had 
been something of an anachronism as tes
tified by its long history of undergrading 
and the failure of many respected climbers 
who were repelled by the initial "Sc" (?!) 
pitch. Ironically , this is the technical crux, 
whilst the top pitch is a more sustained 
affair with escalating exposure . Paradise 
Regained (ES 6a) was the next of Dearman 's 
aid routes to fall , this time to Amis Strapcans 
but with two rest points. These were elimi
nated by the precise use of a pair of long 
legs; if you too have a pair then bridging up 
the broad , overhanging scoop should prove 
quite comfortable , and if you haven 't? . .. 
Gates of Eden, which used to go at ES 6b 
with four aid points, is now overshadowed 
by Edge of Eternity, which is the best route 
on the crag and, at E6 6b 6c 6a, one of the 
most substantial undertakings in the known 
galaxy . The first pitch takes the smooth wall 
and bulge right of Gates whilst the second 
free-climbs the bolted-up ramp. This must 
be attacked , preferably in a rampant blitz of 
enthusiasm and energy, to ensure success -
there 's a 6c move to pull over the roof and 
the ramp above with its precarious succession 
of edges and sidepulls is barely easier. 

Not finished yet. The whole memorable 
event is topped by a leaning hard-6a 
crackline finishing with breathtaking moves 
over a roof to gain the grassy summit 
plateau and an obligatory convalescence in 
the therapeutic orange glow of a setting sun. 

Sunset is well on its way to becoming one 
of THE crags of the eighties! 

The Zawn 
October 1985 saw a prolonged retreat of the 
summer rain and the concomitant 
developoment of The Zawn , so named 
because of the remarkable resemblance to 

its sea-cliff counterparts. The superb , 
smooth walls in the gully between Sunset 
Buttress and Great Rock now provide nine 
hard routes on excellent rock. There is of 
course the added attraction of a non-tidal 
approach! 

Our first line tackled the most improbable 
part of the crag. Imagine a beautifully 
smooth wall , 100 feet high, throw in a 
couple of philanthropic bolts , climb straight 
up its centre on perfect finger pockets, 
edges and jugs - always on immaculate rock 
- and that's Madonna (ES 6b ) , the best new 
pitch to emerge here for some time. To the 
left of Strapcans' Nice Crack, Shame About 
the Face (which no longer has a shameful 
bit) , three cracklines give quality finger
jamming all at around 6a. Right of the 
soaring arete of Don 't Make Waves (E4 6b) 
is a finely structured wall characterised by 
two parallel grooves across which the top 
two pitches of Siberia wandered before 
falling victim to the undergrowth. 

Following a not inconsiderable gardening 
effort some pride has been restored to 
Great Rock , and in keeping with modem 
rationale both grooves are climbed direct. 
The lefthand, deel?er groove is called A 
New Siberia (E3 6a) and is outstanding. 

The East Wall overrides its subordinance 
with one major pitch, Alaska (ES 6a): blind, 
technical climbing up the smoothest of 
smooth grooves render it probably the most 
exacting route in the Zawn. 

Also worthy of note on Great Rock are a 
couple of isolated pitches: Monks' Black 
Spitfire (ES 6a), which climbs the big wall 
right of What a Bringdown , and Harrison 's 
aptly named Hidden Beauty (E3 6a), the 
long crack in the upper tower of Deep 
Gully. 

The Amphitheatre 
The remote , one-time trendy Amphitheatre 
walls boast a remarkable cone-shaped wall 
which stayed proud of the advancing jungle 
and featured a fine crackline rising up its 
centre, which both Hadrian's Wall and 
Caesar had gone to great lateral lengths to 
avoid. This is The Empire (ES 6a) , a 
fantastic pitch, the grade reflecting the 
unremitting technical difficulties rather 
than the seriousness. The Caesar wall con
tinues its quality leftwards to Satori and 
offers two more excellent routes in Dressed 
to Thrill (E3 6a) and the all-out desperation 
of Oingo B,B,B .. . Boingo! (ES 6b/c) . . 

High Rock 
The Sovereign crag. For its suitors , first 
prize goes (begrudgingly) to Steve Monks 
for his concerted effort in unearthing the 
mindlessly-mega line of Lion Heart (ES 
6b) . If Steve's press agent , Steve Berry, 
hasn 't told you already , this "monster" 
takes the smooth walls and compelling 
crack system between Coronation Street 
and West Route and offers pitches of Sc , 
6a , 6a and 6b as well as a particularly 
hard move at 350 feet! West Route itself 
is now restored to grace , having been 
climbed in one pitch . Sadly , the route had 
been denigrated by unnecessary and spurious 
controversy propagated through rumour 
and guttural mutterings amongst the clique. 
Why the route or its associated "perpet
rators" should have attracted so much 
attention is a complete mystery. The history 
of the route is now common knowledge , 
and hardly unique for these times, so let it 
suffice here to say that West Route has been 
flashed at a standard , but lonely, ES 6a. 
Hallucinations (ES 6b) was the net effect of 
a "trip" I took up the headwall between 
Crow and West Route; an exciting pitch 
which , though not as sustained as West 
Route, has two harder moves . My second, 

Gordy , really suffered on this one . Not only 
did I drag his protesting torso from a cosy 
Sunday morning yoga-for-all session but I 
then had the audacity to deposit him 300 
feet up High Rock in freezing mists, whilst I 
failed miserably to skate up a recalcitrant 
streak of ice five feet above his worried little 
head! 

The uncompromising lower-left wall of 
High Rock had unaccountably remained 
dormant since Littlejohn's Bad Do1< of 
1974. Eleven years later , after thrashing 
through a forest of ten-foot nettles residing 
in the depths of The Amphitheatre, I ab'd 
down the wall and cleaned three lines . The 
plum proved to be the central line; from 
below it had hardly looked hopeful .. . but 
after one big wish and just one small fall, it 
soon became The Wishing Wall (ES 6b). 
The big roof is easy but the wall above isn't 
- if you crack it you 'll soon be cruising on 
incredible finger flakes and pockets , 
perhaps even in awe and wonder at yet 
another three-star Cheddar surprise. To its 
left was another obvious weakness, but on 
this occasion the roof proved to be the crux, 
pushing Desert Rat well into the E4 category .. 
The third line was a free version of Shangn 
La at ES 6b. Gibson eventually cashed in on 
the boom and added a bolt protected route 
of similar quality and difficulty over the roof 
left of Bad Dog. All four pitches are equip
ped with in situ-ab' points . . . so get to it! 

For the rock aesthete , the most enchanting 
line on High Rock has to be the true arete of 
Sceptre - the "fairy tale" spire taken frontally 
by Crown of Creation. The In Spire (E4 6b) 
lives up to its name. I shall always recall the 
final arete - spotlighted on a knife blade , 
laybacking in a 300 foot void , suffused by 
the pure energy of movement and the free
dom of it all. 

Acid Rock 
The attractions of Acid Rock now extend 
beyond its sunny aspect to include several 
modem desperates. Schizoid (E4 6a) is now 
free of its remaining aid point and, inciden
tally, also of a loose block which, judging by 
a snapped RP2 I discovered en route , must 
have ended up in the hands of somebody 
going a long way, the wrong way! To the 
right, a severely overhanging groove would 
look futuristic if it hadn't already been 
climbed. Speed Freak (E6 6b) hints at the 
requisite operational factor needed for 
success , that is assuming one can become 
committed to long stretches up the initial 
leaning wall. Even harder is Shock of the 
New(E6 6b), a fingery pikh up the stunning 
white wall right of Paranoid. This route may 
not (in practice) lead conveniently to the 
prominent , open white groove in the upper 
tier which Monks appropriately christened 
State of Mind (ES 6b). Whilst bridging 
tenuously up that groove way above the 
solitary peg runner and with the prospect of 
hard, blind moves to follow, any ambiguity 
associated with the name is soon quashed by 
an overwhelming mental directive to make 
it or else! 

The Northern Tiers 
The most imposing feature here is the 
rounded arete of Mescalito (E4 6c), the 
highly technical and airy top pitch of which 
forces several devilish reaches centred upon 
a two-finger pocket. Lots of sunshine and 
bombproof situ-gear, including a new bolt , 
should make it popular. To its left , a smooth 
white wall and black streak provide a beaut
iful pitch - Le Tour Nair (E4 6a). 

Prospect Tier has proved equally aurifer
ous. Harrison and Broomhead's Maker's 
Nameplate (ES 6a/b) has a fierce start from 
which a fall means a crater and thereafter 
it's all very, very steep - definitely one tr-
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CASTLE ROCKS GREAT ROCK 
SUNSET BUTTRESS 

Above Left: Crags Above Horseshoe Bend: 1 Siouxie E5 6b. 2 Stone Warrior E4 6a. 3 It Must Be The Russians E2 5c. 4 Kephalonia E5 6a. 
5 Keystone Cop-Out E45c. 6 All Hands to the Pump E4 6b. 7 Afterglow E4 6b. 8 Strangler in Paradise E5 6b. 9 Bird of Paradise E6 6b. 
10 Paradise Lost E5 6b. 11 Edge of Eternity E6 6c. 12 Utopia VS. 13 The Perishers EJ 6a. 14 Madonna E5 6b. 15 A New Siberia EJ 6a . 
16 The Insidious Green E5 6b. 

Above Right: High Rock: 1 Hadrian's Wall 
EJ 6a. 2 The Empire E5 6a . 3 Caesar E4 6a. 
4 Unnamed E4 6a. 5 No Slings Attached 
E46b. 6BadDogE46a. 7DesertRatE46a. 
8 The Wishing Wall E5 6b. SA Shangri-La 
E5 6b. 9 Crow EJ 5c. 10 Hallucinations 
E5 6b. 11 West Route E5 6a . 12 Lionheart 
E5 6b. 13 The In Spire E4 6b. 14 Crown of 
Creation EJ 5c. 

Pinnacle Bay: 1 Blurred Vision El 5b. 
2 Floaters EJ 5c. 3 Creeping Weakness EJ 
5c. 4 Brusque E5 6b. 5 White Lady E2 5b. 
6 Demon Trundler HVS. 7 Exiled EJ 6a . 
8 Warlord E3 6a . 9 Every Step of the Way 
E7 6b. 10 Brain biter E2 5c. 11 Medusa E3 
6a . 12 Dian thus E2 5b. 13 Cool Hand Luke 
E2 5c. 14 Perfect Game E3 5c. 15 Babylon 
E35c. 16MegalomaniaHVS.17Tremorgans 
E2 5b. 18 Spacehunter E6 6b. 19 Forbidden 
Zones E5 6a . 20 Little Wing E4 6b. 



Ginsberg Wall: 1 Donnerund Blitzen E4 6b. 2 Ripe Old Age E5 6b. 3 Heaven Sent E6 6b. 4Hell Bent E6 6c. 5 Barbarian E5 6b. 6 Ginseng 
E5 6c. 7 Ginsberg E4 6b. 8 Engineers El 5b. 

throw your unsuspecting apprentice at 
(sorry Ian). Also worthy of mention is Digit 
Arete (E4 6a) by Paul Smith, the unique 
Wild Frontier (ES 6b) - an improbable wall 
climb on infinitesimal holds - and the fine 
white groove between Burp and Fart named 
Vic Bond (E3 6b) - the reason for the name 
quickly becomes apparent upon meeting 
the guy! 

Low down in the gorge is Pride Evans 
Cliff which, despite its accessibility, 
remained neglected until last season when 
two major pitches were added. Jewel in the 
Sun (E4 6a) is the wildly overhanging 
crackline up the centre, whilst House 
Burning Down (E6 6b) is an electrifying line 
through the lip of the large cave followed by 
its immaculate white headwall. I wonder 
what good old Pride Evans, the tramp who 
reputedly resided in this cave, would have 
made of our neanderthal antics on this one. 
No doubt he would have assimilated such 
peculiar behaviour in .the broadest philo
sophical terms. 

Tucked away in the trees, the long-forgot
ten Remnant looks scrappy from the road -
this appearance belies its true character, as 
there are some powerful natural lines here. 
The central bulges are cleaved by a prepos
terous crack which overhangs a good 20 
feet. Plenty of blood and sweat and just a 
little bit of hangdogging proved necessary 
before Try to Remember (ES 6c) could 
emerge as the hardest crack climb in the 
gorge. 

Standing sentinel at the mouth of the 

gorge is the imposing profile of Lion Rock 
which, after two uncoordinated gardening 
sprees by the National Trust and then 
myself, is now as important to climbers as it 
is to the intrinsic character of the commercial 
end of the gorge. Our stone Lion is the best 
crag on the North side , having some brilliant 
natural lines and good rock. I must stress, 
however, that climbers who propose to use 
the crag do so with the utmost discretion 
and respect for neighbouring concerns. The 
National Trust positively discourage climbing 
on their side, and an enforceable prohibition 
would be intolerable. 

Since 1965, when Fred Bennett climbed 
the classic Simba, the crag had lain dormant, 
presumably because of its sheer improbabil
ity. It had been left for me, twenty years 
later, to investigate ... 

First to fall were two lines centred upon 
the corner of Simba. The towering, hanging 
groove in the left arete was enterable only 
by means of a desperate lay back - The Snarl 
(E4 6b), whilst the more genteel right wall 
offered a sustained pitch on surprising holds 
and perfect rock - Lion in Winter (E3 6a). 
The Lion's backside was, far from being 
ugly, one of the finest backsides I've 
encountered, and coveted what else but a 
perfect groove in its centre. This became 
English Cheddar Gorgeous which at ES 6b/c 
provides superb, microscopically thin 
bridging rounded off by an all-out power 
move. Regardless of these wonders, my real 
ambitions were never far removed from the 
80-foot high, leaning front face of the Lion. 

"This could be E7," I muttered to Gordy 
with a nervous but irrepressible excitement. 
He nods impassively. "Then show some 
aggression," he instructs. Maybe I will, so I 
cut loose up the initial groove .. snarling, 
mean and downright aggressive. Hard 5c 
but smooth Sc, long reaches between jugs -
my sort of climbing, good thread and then 
everything blanks out. Look hard. Tiny, 
carefully gardened catcite edges, an 
untimely precarious move - teetering in 
doubt until I will myself into the niche. Now 
the show really begins. The pockets are wet 
but I've got it pretty well wired from 
yesterday and feel like new. Relax. Big 
bulge above, 6b; suddenly I'm above it, 
fighting for, but not needing, a rest. The 
ludicrous headwall. You can't fail. Me, I'm 
not even considering failure. I hangdogged 
the move yesterday, but only just. This is it 
... and with my right arm only very slightly 
rested I undercut to the edge. Some edge! . 
.. pull, pull, pull! - ignore the pain, the 
searing pain burning my fat fingers - I pull 
all right and what's more, I get the jug. 
Rock 1 in. I am relaxing now, even enjoying 
the curious anticipation of success. That 
final surge ... until, hanging egotistically 
from the glorious finishing jugs, I sense that 
I'm somewhere I'll never be again ... it's so 
warm, the Lion basking in the Sun. I too lie 
soaking in the warmth until from that calm, 
inner euphoria dawns, almost imperceptibly, 
the material conception that Taming of the 
Lion is now the hardest route in the region, 
and its first, but by no means last, E7 6c. 
Look South. 
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Above: The East Buttress of Scafell is steep. The first pitch of Shere Khan (ES 6a) demands respect from leader and second alike. 
Climbers: Nick Wharton and Neil Foster (belaying). Photo: Bernard Newman. 

EXTREME ROCK 
This winter sees the long awaited publication of Extreme Rock, the latest in the series of illustrated books on British climbing 
produced by Ken Wilson which includes Hard Rock, Classic Rock, and Cold Climbs. Here, in a sneak preview, co-author and 
Mountain editor Bernard Newman describes some of the delights contained therein ... 

Since the publication of Hard Rock in 1974, 
rock climbing in the British Isles has 
changed out of all recognition , reflecting 
and often spearheading the huge advances 
made in techniques and standards through
out the world. To celebrate this historic 
upsurge, Extreme Rock presents an exten
sive portfolio of the best, the most difficult 
and the most enjoyable climbs to be found 
within the Extremely Severe grade on the 
British crags. 

As with the format of previous volumes , 
descriptive essays accompany th<: photo
graphs , in this case by many of the leading 
participants in this 'Great Leap Forward': 
Livesey , Littlejohn, Bancroft, Allen, 
Syrett, Birtles, Cuthbertson , Fowler, 
Drummond, Cleasby, Berzins, Pollitt and 
Redhead have contributed their considera
ble writing skills. 
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There are routes of great quality for 
everyone to aspire to from El to E7, from 
Lands End to the Isle of Skye, from 
Pembroke to the Cairngorms. 

In the South West, there's fun with Hot 
Henry Barber and the film crews on Dream 
Liberator, or the inspired epics of Mick 
Fowler on the unreasonable overhangs of 
Berry Head. Pembroke, scene of an unpre
cendented new route boom over the last few 
years , is well covered with chapters on 
Mewsford , Huntsmans Leap and Mother 
Carey's Kitchen. 

The section on North Wales highlights its 
amazing diversity, from the hot shot athletics 
of the North Coast limestone, to the ongoing 
drama being enacted on that most sombre 
and unforgiving of sets - Cloggy's Great 
Wall. 

Gogarth features strongly , now a mature 

crag , but with huge scope remaining, the big 
routes, now all free: Citadel , Dinosaur , 
Mammoth , Positron , Hunger contrasting 
with the 'death routes ' of North Stack Wall: 
The Cad and The Bells, The Bells . .. and 
don ' t let anyone believe Winking Crack to 
be a soft touch! 

The Lakes , of course. Names to conjure 
with: Saxon, Nazgul , Shere Khan , Cumb
rian, Footless Crow, Gates of Delirium , 
hard routes from hard men ; at last the truth 
rnn be told! 

Opposite Page: A youthful Julian Taylor 
cranking it out on Bastille (ES 6b) on 
Matlock High Tor. Photo: Bernard 
Newman. These are a selection of the black 
and white shots from Extreme Rock; the 
bulk the pictures in the book are in full 
colour. 





Above: Graham Desroy committed on Alan Manson's serious 
creation Adrenalin Rush (E5 6b) at Caley. Desroy took several falls 
from the crux (feet at hand /eve/ in this foreshortened photo) each 
time ripping the top runner, and saved from hitting the ground only 
by the deft footwork of his rope holder, Tim Leach. Left: The late 
Simon Horrox following the elegant Vulcan (E3 6a) at Tremadog. 
Initially an aid route, this climb was freed in the early sixties by Barry 
Brewster. Opposite Page: Andy Pollitt on John Allen's classic 
desperate testpiece London Wall (E5 6a) at Millstone Edge. 
Photos: Bernard Newman. 

North of the Border , the vast crags of the Highlands stretch the 
imagination. The likes of Cub by , Whillance and Hamilton have had 
a field day here , with routes to burn everyone off: Glen Nevis -
outcrop climbs par excellence; Creag an Dubh Loch - multi-pitch ES 
6b's! 

The Peak and Pennines , self styled crucible of hard climbing, is 
obviously given the full treatment from Kilnsey , Malham and Gordale, 
to Raven Tor, Stoney and the gritstone edges. There are a few elegant 
'stoppers' in there for good measure too , like Beau Geste and Mas
ters Edge. Compiling a representative list for such a book (there are 
170 all together) was a daunting task , but served to highlight the huge 
wealth and diversity of climbing on all sorts of rock , that is crammed 
into such a small area of the Globe . Significantly, many of the routes 
contained herein have acquired international status, a classic example 
is Prow on Raven Tor , which draws climbers like a magnet from all 
over the climbing world. At one time, the direct start to Prow, 
Revelations, was considered the hardest route in Britain . This 
proved too great a temptation for top French climber Antoine Le 
Menestrel , who brought his prowess to bear and finally soloed the 
climb! 

Many climbers now make the pilgrimage each summer from the 
hot white walls of Europe and the shining cliffs of North America , 
not to mention the antipodes, to test themselves on a few long feet of 
Extreme Rock. 





GEAR 
Edited by Dave Durkan 

The 1986 Mountain Gear Award 
was presented to Pit Schubert of 
the DAV (German Alpine 
Association) for their work in the 
field oftesting equipment and the 
publication of their findings. 

Over the years the DAV has 
become a leading force in the 
UIAA, and has also led in the 
establishing the DIN (German 
Industrial Norm) as a requirement 
that must be met before climbing 
equipment can be sold on the 
lucrative German market, where 
the UIAA label is not mandatory. 
DA V's work has led to a number of 
equipment manufacturers 
withdrawing products from the 
market, and to recalling faulty 
equipment. Additionally it has led 
to a general and major 
improvement in equipment and in 
equipment-related techniques. 
UIAA Meeting 
During the UIAA meeting in June 
new standards were established 
for chockstones, expanding 
protection devices (read Friends), 
ascenders and fall arresters. 

Unfortunately we do not have 
an English account of this 
meeting, and only one of the 
British manufacturers at the 
recent ISPO Equipment Exhibition 
had any knowledge of the new 
standards. The majority did not 
even realise new standards had 
been set. German, Austrian and 
Italian manufacturers had already 
been informed and had 
implemented many changes to 
their equipment. 

A star system was also 
established, where a star would 
be given to represent 500kg 
breaking strength in equipment 
(eg chocks). Some criticism was 
voiced as this might lead to 
producers reaching for the 
highest number of stars, with 
other aspects in equipment 
performance suffering . Hopefully 
we will hear more on the new 
UIAA specifications, as the 
national bodies keep their 
members informed. 
Gear Warning 
1) From CMI : for immediate 
release: 

"During our field testing we 
have discovered that under some 
unusual circumstances our 5003 
and Shorti Ill ascenders can be 
forced off the rope. We 
recommend a) with a 5002 style 
safety; orb) upgrade the ascen_der 
with our new Second Generation 
5003 body. We stress the 
importance of backing up your _ 
ascending system with a pruss1k 
knot. 

Contact CMI, Box 553, Franklin, 
West Virginia 26807." 

Gear comments: Good advice, 
no matter whose ascender is 
being used. Also, I'd like to seethe 
practice of tying a knot at the end 
of the rope for both ascending and 
descending being followed 
slavishly. 
2) Liberty/Eiger: 
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"Liberty and Eiger US Hexnuts 
sizes 1 through 6 using 1/e and 5132 

cable MUST be inspected. Return 
them to the manufacturer by mail 
(or via the shop where 
purchased) . They will be 
inspected and where necessary 
the copper crimping will be 
repaired. This will be done on a no 
cost basis, and they will be 
returned to the customer once 
they meet the manufacturer's 
specifications. Liberty/Eiger 
Inspection, Box 50337, Pasadena, 
California 91105-0337." 

Gear comments : We welcome 
all recalls of equipment that is 
suspect, and compllment these 
and other manufacturers who 
take immediate action . 

ISPO 

The yearly "happening" in 
Munich of the International 
Sports Equipment Exhibition 
passed this year with little to 
report . 

So what do we need? I'd say we 
lack a decent high altitude 
mountaineering and technical ice 
climbing boot. We need 
something without all these 
damned laces. As the producers 
of these boots are going to use 
plastic, why not go the whole hog 
and poach a bit more from the 
producers of ski boots? Why not 
consider rear-entry? With the 
present poor marriage of inner 
and outer boot - why not a decent 
snug fitting inner boot or thermo 
fitting, or something compatible? 
If no one wants simply to use 
standard fastening clips to close 
the shell, why not reinvent a new 
expanding/contracting clip to do 
the job? Compared to slalom boot 
technology and performance, 
we're still back in the Ice Age. 

Less disappointing was the 
friction boot front, with some 
excellent skin-tight ultra 
lightweights from Han Wag and 
Dolomite. Unfortunately, as we 
go to print, the development in 
friction boots (did someone say 
boots . . . correct that to 
"gossamer slippers") is 
happening at such a pace that this 
hot-off-the-press news will be 
historybythetimeyougetit. 1987 
should bring some real 
lightweights, if that is what we 
want. If you're medium to 
medium top grade, don't get 
caught in the hysteria that may or 
may not extend to Lycra style 
friction boots for 87/88. 

Wild Country have new mini 
Friends in answer to all the mini 
adjustable devices on the market. 
DMM have Rollers, an interesting 
development in mini-adjustable 
protection and a new line being 
worked on in secret is known as 
Banja, but nothing may come of 
this . 

At this ISPO there were over 70 
friction boots being offered on the 
world market; oh for the days 
when it was just EB's, Masters 
(what's?) and PA's . 

Wild Country Absorb Clog 
DAV: Gear of the Vear Award 

The new Antz-DBPa belaying device from Sa/ewa. Guaranteed 
"automatic force absorption device." 

Clog Takeover 

With Dirty Denny Moorhouse 
leaving Clog and forming DMM, 
followed by many of his cave 
mates, capped recently by sales 
supremo Simple Simkiss crossing 
the line, Clog were weakened 
both in production and sales. So 
Wild Country's takeover was the 
logical step. First Winter Gear, 
now Clog. The question now is: 
who next, and is nothing sacred? 

Ropes are getting lighter again, 
with Mammut pushing their new 

10mm as a single. It meets the 
UIAA single specs, and is UIAA 
approved. Some five years or so 
back there were a dozen or so 
10mm full ropes, but with an 
increase in UIAA specs these were 
suddenly relegated to half ropes. 
Edel rid also have a full 10mm 
rope; no doubt others have or will 
have soon. 

Fall When You Are Ready 
There are more people climbing, 
and even more people falling. In 
days gone by the leader simply 



did not fall. There were a number 
of reasons for this. Firstly, 
tradition - a tradition partly based 
on tying the rope around one's 
waist, where a fall could result in a 
ruptured gut spewed all over the 
rock. Or a grounder that was just 
that. In addition, protection was 
often cosmetic, especially when 
considering the distance between 
runners. Then there was the 
second man to consider, as the 
new-fangled nylon rope burned 
through his clothes and reached 
flesh when arresting a fall . 

Well, then came harnesses, a 
bumper crop of runners, friends, 
Lycra tights, chalk, super friction 
and a more laid-back approach. A 
major development was the belay 
friction device, notably the Sticht. 
This made it basically easy to hold 
a fall. Someone said "foolproof" . 
However, we witnessed 
unrealistic expectations and 
different understandings (read 
interpretations) of mechanical 
principles, which led to accidents 
and deaths. Even ten years after a 
leader death in the States, where 
it is pretty certain that the use of a 
mechanical belay device 
increased the impact force way 
above any slide-rule-jockey 
expectation, people still believe 
the force can virtually be 
guaranteed. Even when a leader 
drops a second man to his death 
because control was lost, there 
are still those who follow the 
"foolproof" school of thought. 
Now I don 't recommend reverting 
to the body belay, but it had its 
values, and dynamic was a fact . 
The likes of Ed Leeper wrote and 
published pages of well 
researched material on the 
subject, and the man knows what 
he is talking about. Yet belay 
friction devices have been 
generally accepted as the norm, 
and Ed 's work forgotten . 

Or so I thought. As we noted in 
last Gear, pressures greater than 
those computed are reached with 
mechanical belay devices. So 
Salewa have developed a new 
friction belay device, called the 
ANTZ DB Pa, which " functions 
AUTOMATICALLY, giving a 
guaranteed breaking effect ". 
Forces below 400 kp are being 
quoted at the moment by Salewa. 
DAV independent tests show 
consistent breaking forces 
between 220 and 320 kg . In a 
prototype stage at the moment, 
and looking a little clumsy, the 
ANTZ DBPa (let's have a 
competition to find a better name : 
prize - a Cosmic Arrester) is the 
beginning of a movement to. 
guarantee certain breaking effect. 
It's too early to make a 
recommendation, but on paper 
the principle is sound. 

This development, coupled 
with arrest type extension slings, 
may make falling on partial pro a 
lot safer. 

We follow this development 
with interest. 

Friends Updated 

0 'I, 1 

Technical Friends 

5mm 
707.'J aJ/oy cams 

Rivetted end 
''-+-++--\- Carbon steel camshaft 

'l •>l-1---1- Cadmium plated 
washer 

NEW Friends 

Narrower 
afi'O'I cams 

1112 

40mm 

._ Rivelted end 

5.5mm 
.- Carbon steel 

camshaft 

!►---+~----Titanium stem 

NEW reduced width 

Countersunk 
captive retractOI 
wire ends 

Rivetted end 
Car!:Jon steel 
camshaft 

7075 high wength 
a/101 stem 

Wild Country have kindly furnished us with detailed specs for their updated Friends, and 
the new range of small sizes to be known as Technical Friends. The Technical Friends 
have Titanium shafts, a much narrower head, for shallow cracks, and double slings. 

No Expansion Range Weight Length Strength 

Technical 
Friends 

New 
Friends 

0 
½ 
1 

1½ 

1 
1½ 
2 

2½ 
3 

3½ 
4 

13-19mm 60g 134mm 
15-21mm 68g 134mm 1200to 
19-29mm 75g 134mm 1400kg 
22-35mm 87g 134mm 

19-29mm 87g 137mm 
22-35mm 93g 141mm 
28-44mm 104g 143mm 
33-55mm 117g 145mm 1500kg 
44-66mm 130g 150mm 
52-81mm 190g 155mm 

61-100mm 200g 163mm 
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BOOKS The Bonington Years 
A Climber's Life-Story 
Review Special by Jim Perrin 

I Chose to Climb and 
The Next Horizon 
Gollancz Paperbacks, £4.95 each 
The Everest Years 
Hodder and Stoughton, £14.95 
To talk about the consensus is one 
of those dangerous ploys which 
rather too frequently carries with 
it in the sub-text, "If you don't 
agree with us, how stupid you 
must be." But let's risk it this once 
and assert a received opinion 
from British mountaineering 's 
inner circle that Bonington is not 
much of a writer - a competent 
enough journeyman of letters, 
yes, but not to be named in the 
same breath as Shipton or 
Tilman, Stephen or Mummery, 
Tasker or Boardman. Voice that 
judgement to members of his 
peer-group and the chances are 
that you 'd secure a large measure 
of agreement. Of course, there 
have been more fulsome (or 
magnanimous) views expressed -
witness the puffs on the two 
paperback reissues, from Climber 
and Rambler's mock-Churchillian 
"Never was so much adventure 
packed into so few years" to Chris 
Brasher's unequivocal Observer 
tribute : "a classic of 
mountaineering literature". In 
general, though, a certain tartness 
of tone has characterised the 
response amongst the aficionados 
to Bonington's literary (and even, 
occasionally, his mountaineering) 
excursions. Thatthis should be so 
puts me in mind of one of Dr 
Johnson's wiser maxims: 

"The cup of life is surely bitter 
enough, without squeezing in the 
hateful rind of resentment. " 

It surely is, but still , in goes the 
sourness - here is one of our own 
making good, standing before the 
widest audience as our 
representative, ava i Ii ng himself of 
all the opportunities we desire. So 
the bucket-of:Crabs syndrome 
comes into play, and nip-pinch
clatter, down he comes, to writhe 
amongst us for position once 
again : "Talent? Can't stand the 
stuff! Get down here and keep 
squirming ... " If he's not to be 
knocked on those grounds, then 
the covert critics can always have 
recourse to contempt bred of 
familiarity : "Him? Good? You 
must be joking! I've known him 
since he was eighteen. I was 
climbing with him only last 
week!" 

All this begs the question of 
how good Bonington as a writer 
really is, and with , in effect, a 
three-volume autobiography now 
in print, it's time to have a stab at 
addressing it, with the knife 
poised for the heart rather than 
plunged into the back. 

A 750-page autobiography at 
the age of 51, judged simply on 
the grounds of quantity, is no 
mean achievement. With half a 
dozen other books to be added to 
the oeuvre, the accusation could 
be one of prolixity: "Methinks he 
doth describe too much"! 
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Chris Bonington (left) with Britain's finest: (left to right) Al Rouse, Pete Boardman and Joe Tasker, at the 
Kongur Base Camp. Photo: Edward Williams. 

Robin Campbell neatly levelled 
the charge, in a Spectator review, 
that Bonington had invented an 
entirely new literary genre, "the 
work of imagination on which 
facts are based", which is a faintly 
scurrilous way of pointing up the 
fact that Bonington's literary 
output has for some years at least 
partially subsidised his inveterate 
expeditioning. So you get the 
journeymanwork : 

"Everest/Annapurna/Kongur/ 
The Elusive SummitfThe Hard 
Way/South West FacefThe 
Unclimbed Ridge" . 

Shuffle the elements about, 
pick the phrases from the 
composite title, write to order in 
the weeks before public memory 
of that particular expedition 
grows stale, and you have some 
perfectly competent, presentably 
packaged earners which ensure 
the arrival, in due course and 
good order, of the next chapter of 
the saga. There is nothing wrong 
with them for what they are, 
which is excellent pieces of 
journalism and photoreportage, 
but amongst the peer-group they 
give rise to the slightly 
disgruntled response outlined 
above. 

Why? 
Because, I suppose, they are 

less than adequate in their 
representative of character, 
motivation, state of mind, 
aesthetic appreciation of the 
climb, effect on the individual of 
the mountain environment. On 
the whole, as must inevitably be 

the case with journalism, they lack 
distance and perspective. The 
instantaneous is untempered by 
the reflective. If Bonington had 
written nothing other than this 
composite journalistic beast, he 
wouldn't need to detain our 
critical scrutiny for very long. 
Fortunately he has produced 
better work - three volumes and 
750-odd pages of it - but 
unfortunately for him, the 
response to the journalism has 
tended to obscure the real quality 
of the autobiography. 

It's instructive to compare the 
first two volumes of this 
autobiography - I Chose to Climb 
(1966) and The Next Horizon 
(1973) - with a book published 
exactly between them - Eric 
Shipton's second attempt at 
autobiography, That Untravelled 
World(1969). The Shipton book is 
an accepted classic of mountain 
literature - a record of the life of 
the greatest mountain explorer of 
the century. Being in the 
privileged position, as Shipton's 
biographer, of having worked 
through his correspondence and 
journals, I can tell you that 
compared to this material his 
book, for all its many virtues, is 
formal , restrained, aloof, toned 
down in its enthusiasms, and 
tactful in its presentation of 
events, at times to the point of 
concealment. It is a masterpiece 
in its own style, but exists at a 
remove - perhaps even a 
considerable remove - from the 
life it describes. It sits fair and 

square between the first two 
volumes ofthe Bonington 
memoirs as representative of a 
manner of writing about 
mountaineering which at the time 
of their publication still held sway. 
This formalism had come to exert 
a stranglehold on the accounts of 
a changing activity. It had 
effectively killed the talent of 
some gifted but minor mountain 
writers (Smythe and Noyce are 
cases in point) . It had led to the 
apathetic demand on the part of 
the reading public of climbing for 
nothing more than that certain 
narrative expectations be fulfilled, 
in consequence of which most of 
the literature had become a one
dimensional fiction. It had 
enabled the dullest of writers to 
produce formula-work, often 
selling widely even though of the 
lowest quality. And it had only 
been instrumental in the 
production of work of real value 
through ironic or satiric reaction -
Ti I man's manipulation of 
authorial personae in his post-war 
mountain books, andthatjeu 
d'esprit, The Ascent of Rum 
Doodle, are the best examples of 
this. 

I draw the contrast with Shipton 
- a fine mountain writer under the 
thrall of formalism - to illustrate 
the radical and liberating nature 
of Bonington's early work. He 
says what he feels, he describes 
what's going on in his life, he lets 
us know directly and frankly about 
the pressures which are acting 
upon him, and all these increase 



the tensions, urgencies and 
immediacy of his narrative. More 
than that, because the books are 
written piecemeal at the passing 
stages of their author's life -
because they are, in effect, the 
work-in-progress of 
autobiography- we feel ourselves 
to be the actual witnesses of 
dramatic growth in character, the 
more so because the very 
candour of presentation allows us 
the clearest insight into personal 
motivation . For all his climber's 
cunning, it is ingenuousness 
which is the paramount quality of 
his autobiographical art, and its 
result is work of an excellence and 
originality which climbing 
literature, at the time of its initial 
publication, had no right to expect 
or precedent by which to judge. 
All this is conveyed in a plain style 
which never sets out to draw 
attention to itself, yet acts as the 
perfect limpid medium for the 
effects it seeks to achieve. Its very 
simplicity makes it difficult to 
exemplify except by quoting at 
length. And what distinguishes 
the first two books holds true for 
the latest volume, thirteen years 
on . The journalistic competence is 
greater, something of the great 
gauche rush of enthusiasm, the 
comically-repeated encomia on 
"the best day's climbing I had 
ever experienced", has abated, 
the photo-journalistic skills have 
filled out into an essential and 
invaluable element of the whole -
but the enthusiasm and zest for 
new ideas, new climbs, new 
companions, is fresh as ever: 
"I had brought with me an Apple 
lie computer that was powered by 
batteries and a solar panel. I was 
using it both for writing my 
reports and letters and also for 
calculating logistic problems. 
First thing next morning, as soon 
as the sun hit the tent, I switched it 
on and, using the spreadsheet, 
calculated the im~_lications for the 
next ten days ... 

Using this quotation at this 
point in the review is not wholly 
tongue-in-cheek. One of the 
genuinely frightening things 
about The Everest Years is the 
death-toll amongst its dramatis 
personae. Look, for example, at 
the picture on page 135, 
captioned "The Kongur climbing 
team in 1983- myself, with Al 
Rouse, Peter Boardman and Joe 
Tasker." Look at the facial 
expressions, go back to the 
computer passage, and ponder 
awhile on survival. There is a 
hardness, a shrewdness, a 
balance between consciousness 
of personal vulnerability and the 
mountaineer's necessity to risk 
about this latest book which not 
only demands respect but which 
is exemplary: 

"I reached the top of the snow 
slope that stretched down to the 
col, cramponed down it 
cautiously, zig-zagging from side 
to side, then noticed what looked 

like another tent in the middle of 
the slope. I veered towards it 
without thinking and, as I came 
closer, realised that it was a 
woman sitting very upright in the 
snow, fair hair blowing in the 
wind, teeth bared in a fixed 
grimace. I didn't go any closer but 
looked away and hurried past." 

The image is one of pure horror, 
the timing and economy of 
Bonington's presentation of it 
shockingly resonant within his 
book. It is the mastery displayed 
in literary moments like these, 
added to the enthusiasm, the 
candour, and the scale of 
endeavour ( The Everest Years 
alone covers climbs on Everest, 
K2,Changabang,Kongur,The 
Ogre, Shivling, Mount Vinson) 
which makes this autobiographical 
trilogy of Bonington's not only the 
definitive statement on the 
nature, value and risk of late-20th
century mountaineering, but also 
incomparably the most important 
achievement of its recent 
literature. To take this too much 
for granted, as we seem prone to 
do, is a massive denial on many 
levels of some of the best 
exploration - both verbal and 
physical - that this activity of ours 
has ever inspired. 
Jim Perrin 

Clouds from Both Sides 
by Julie Tullis 
Grafton, £12.95 
"If I could choose a place to die, it 
would be in the mountains ... but 
hopefully the circle of nature will 
notcloseformetoosoon. I have a 
lot to live for. " These words from 
Julie Tullis's autobiography 
assume a special poignancy with 
the knowledge of her tragic death 
fresh in our minds. Her absorbing 
book was, fortunately, safely in 
the hands of the publishers at the 
time she was enduring her 
desperate and final struggle on 
the descent from K2 . We are thus 
left with an outstanding memorial 
to a remarkable mountaineer. 

Ironically, Julie felt K2 "meant 
us no harm ". Not so Broad Peak. 
Here she experienced a sense of 
confrontation, and it was on that 
mountain's treacherous slopes 
that she chose to set her opening 
dramatic scene - one of the many 
such scenes in a book of epics, 
traumas and joyful triumphs. 

In contrast to the drama on 
Broad Peak, there follow her 
amazingly vivid recollections of 
an unusual childhood, recorded in 
her natural, flowing style, which 
renders them as compulsive to 
read as any of her later gripping 
experiences in high places. 
Equally enthralling are her 
vigorous accounts of life in 
Southern England with her ever
supportive husband, Terry, her 
climbing excursions to the 
various crags of North Wales and 
then further afield to Peru and the 
steep, exposed walls in Yosemite. 

The constant backdrop to these 

Perrin Omnibus 
Tullis Autobiography 

activities is her dedication to Judo 
and Aikido, in both of which she 
became an expert. Her 
involvement in the martial arts 
essentially influences the whole 
of her climbing , the two 
complementing each other. It was 
her eventual interest in high 
altitude filming and her happy 
liaison with Kurt Diem berger, the 
famous Austrian mountaineer, 
that finally took Julie Tullis to 
such heights as no other British 
woman had achieved. We are 
given an intriguing insight into 
her ambition, her dedication and 
her unswerving determination. 

At times she must have been a 
formidable companion - that she 
was the only female member of 
each of the expeditions appeared 
only to heighten her strength. 
Nevertheless, Julie's writing 
reflects a warmth and sense of 
intense caring which endears to 
her reader, who is always aware 
of her as a woman with a 
woman's problems - an 
inspiration perhaps to other 
women mountaineers. 

This book is attractively 
presented, though in my view it 
lacks photographs relevant to the 
later expeditions. As photography 
played such an important part in 
Julie's life, it would seem logical 
for her book to display numerous 
examples of her art. However, the 
exceptionally clear diagrams and 
maps all help to make this 
remarkably well-written 
autobiography one to captivate 
climbers and non-climbers alike . 
Jancis Allison 
On and Off the Rocks 
Selected Essays 1968-85 
by Jim Perrin 
Victor Gol/ancz, £10.95 
I was down in a hole in the ground 
in the Wicklow hills scraping out 
the shape of a new house when 
the postman came up the field 
and delivered a parcel roughly 
where the front door might be in a 
year's time. "Must be important," 
he said, "you don't get parcels." It 
was important. Jim Perri n's new 
book. A week later the postman 
was back. Another copy of On and 
Off the Rocks. No bricks or blocks 
on site yet. I weighed up the 
books. "Keep them coming," I 
urged. "Bring enough for the 
foundations." 

Beautiful books. Solid, large
format, hardback, and wrapped in 
stunning sunset and silhouette by 
John Beatty, adding an almost 
pagan resonance to Venues,one 
of the essays within. No, not "The 
Best of Jim Perrin" yet. Let's call it 
an interim restrospective. Even at 
his age the best is still to come. (I 
hope it includes more fiction; 
there's only one short story here.) 
There are 38 essays divided into 
four sections. Eleven are 
concerned with Wales and its 
environs, there are ten on rock
climbing, nine on personalities 
and eight on general aspects of . . . 

well, life and death - The Nature of 
the Beast. 

The layout provides a wide 
margin at the side of every page, 
partly to allow for the many black 
and white photographs which 
combine interest with 
idiosyncrasy. I suspect it is also 
designed to encourage the 
disabled intellect of the kind of 
reader who, although capable of 
finding .a tenuous line of holds 
across a trackless slab, is quite 
incapable of facing into a full page 
of sustained intelligence. 

All of these essays have 
appeared in magazines and 
journals, where we read them 
simply as articles. Some became 
very well known, like Street 
Illegal, For Arnold Pines and the 
loving celebration of the Ogwen 
Valley. 

The danger with selections is 
that readers will merely scan the 
familiar material, recognising 
rather than re-experiencing it. 
Like climbing a well known route, 
going fast and bland because the 
style is familiar. Better to move 
slowly, on and off the rocks, 
probing textures and patterns, 
balancing intellect and instinct to 
appreciate fully these complex 
rhythms of experience. The 
thematic organisation of the book 
encourages a deeper• 
understanding . Fitted together 
the fragments become a 
powerfully convincing whole in 
the way waves make up a tide and 
accumulated hills become a 
range. 

The author makes an 
introductory entrance as a child in 
Manchester, catching epiphanic 
glimpses of mountains on the 
horizon. In one of the simplest 
sentences he has ever written he 
remarks. "I cannot imagine a 
passion which could have been 
more fulfilling than the one I 
conceived then for the hills - their 
rocks, ridges, histories, moods, 
people . . . "This sentence is the 
keynote to the entire work. It 
contains all its elements and it 
sets a personal standard for the 
author-the reflection of a lifelong 
vision to which, as creative writer, 
biographer and journalist, he is 
profoundly faithful. Few people 
dedicate themselves thus to a 
passion conceived in childhood. It 
requires a triumph of innocence 
over intellect and sense. 

It is this "innocence" and the 
repeated punishment it brings that 
inspired Perrin to write Prankster, 
Maniac, Hero, Saint and Fool, the 
finest obituary ever written for a 
climber. There are those who 
begrudge the subject his glory. I 
never met Al Harris and cannot 
comment on the accuracy of the 
portrait reprinted here - but I can 
feel what he stands for in the 
writing . He is the symbolic 
epitome of doomed dedication to 
one's own singular, unrepentant 
style, belief and vision. Perfin's 
requiem is a rage against 
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conformity - and a lament for his 
own felt acquiescence. The same 
attitude is close to the heart of his 
reverence for Menlove Edwards. 

In an early essay, Landscape 
with Figures, 1975, a piece that 
burns in the mind like a cold candle 
in the dark, Perrin climbs into the 
pulpit of an old Welsh church to 
mourn a whole culture, an entire 
people "all borne down under a 
weight of acquiescence, the Word 
ringing out over them ... " 

In the midst of passion Death 
rumbles through all this writing 
like thunder on a vivid, snatched 
day. It is not a sense of morbid 
mortality. What Perrin sees and 
feels is the death of quality. But 
the action is fiercer for the threat, 
more hectic and intense, and the 
greatest fear is the fear of failure 
to resist. 

There is joy, excitement too, in 
great quantity here, reciprocated 
by the reader thrilling to the hard 
move, the warm phrase, the gust 
of thought, the rainbows of 
language arched between those 
worn hills out there on the horizon 
and the other ones - the idyllic 
hills - lovingly created in the mind. 

And behind the jubilation 
always that invaluable 
vulnerability that gives a poignant 
edge to the observation of a 
landscape fragile and 
misunderstood. Perhaps it is the 
honesty of this isolation, too, that 
enables him to portray the people 
he admires - Tilman, Littlejohn 
and others-with such astonishing 
respect and admiration, rarely 
becoming fulsome. 

The exception - and I'm into 
criticism now - is the Bonington 
piece Sketches from the Life 
which seems somehow a little 
sugared. Could this be regret for 
past trespasses? While it is 
excellent journalism in its 
thorough presentation of a great 
subject, it makes uneasy 
literature. 

Likewise, Perri n's writing on 
conservation (two pieces from 
High)- indeed, everyone's writing 
on conservation - has tended to 
lack the flame of imagination 
which is so much more 
convincing than zeal. But in The 
Death of Reverence and the Birth 
of Despair in Mountain 111, he 
has at last set the subject 
brilliantly alight. Imagination 
works through images, and the 
use of the backyard fern, Turner's 
sailing-ship, and the primal 
island, is both politics and art. Too 
late for On and Off the Rocks, but 
in time for the last phase of the 
struggle for the environment. 

Perrin is a professional writer 
now with a considerable output, 
and the pressures of the job have 
eliminated the self-conscious 
classical culture that pervades the 
earlier writing. Shades of Hazlitt, 
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Montaigne, Dr Johnson, buzzed a 
little too loudly at times. 

Poetry, unless it is the actual 
subject under discussion, should 
be stripped of quotation marks, 
line structure and source before 
its insertion into prose. If it still 
works then, it's worth using . The 
famous use of Latin in Street 
Illegal ( my favourite piece, though 
by no means the best) while 
describing a solo-ascent of 
Coronation Street, is a case in 
point. It adds nothing except 
indigestibility to the prose, while 
the cocaine at least helped at the 
time. The Latin itself does not 
aggravate me personally - I can 
ignore it as I did in school - but Dr 
Johnson's flowery and inflated 
translations, also quoted, irritate 
considerably. 

The best writing in this book is 
grounded not in philosophy or 
culture, but in physical action : 
jamming, hauling on holds, 
shaking with fear or jubilation, 
running headlong into rain and 
wind - the writer doing what his 
readers do, and then giving to that 
shared experience the extra 
dimension of a language richer, 
more generous and prolific than 
any other climber can produce. 
Dermot Somers 

Classic Rock Climbs of Great 
Britain 
by Bill Birkett 
Oxford Illustrated Press, £14.95 
Although books like Rock for 
Climbing (Milner) and Rock 
Climbers in Action in Snowdonia 
(Smythe/Cleare) made a stab at 
illustrating British climbs, they 
really failed to fix word and 
picture on specific routes. It was 
Hard Rock that picked the plum 
routes and exposed their secrets 
in words and pictures. Hard Rock 
spawned its own series and, 
perhaps because that series was 
so good, saw few imitators. 
Jones' Rock Climbing in Great 
Britain was pretty much a disaster 
- a few really good pictures, a few 
really bad and many just plain 
mediocre. And the text? Just what 
was it trying to do, what was its 
intended market? 

Bearing in mind these books, 
let's look at Bill Birkett's Classic 
Rock Climbs of Great Britain. The 
book contains 35 chapters 
covering 62 routes from the SW of 
England northwards to Scotland. 
The routes themselves are mainly 
in the lower grades (VS and 
below, thereby bracketing two of 
the Wilson series - when VS Rock 
appears, that is) and so we have 
defined the market. The odd HVS 
to E2 are presumably "go for it's" , 
thrown in for good behaviour and 
hard work, but why the two totally 
out of place E5's? Under the 
bedclothes reading for the VS 
climber? 

The most striking feature of the 
chosen climbs is their general 
obscurity. This could well be an 
attempt to find something 
different that is good (no bad 
thing - witness the queues below 
the Classic Rock climbs), or it 
could be the obvious difficulty of 
choosing a mere 62 routes from 
the thousands in Britain, but why 
on earth such "gems" as 
Wrecker's Slab ("intrinsically 
unsound"), Almighty (at the top 
"thank your lucky stars you're sti 11 
alive") and Crescent Climb 
("guaranteed to put off any 
prospective rock climbers"). I've 
done the last two and can only 
agree with the comments! Still , 
there are many unsung classics 
that deserve noting. 

The strength of the Wilson 
series is that it relies on many 
photographers, and the weakness 
of Jones' book is that it doesn't. 
I'm afraid the same must be said 
of Birkett's book. Some of the 
photos are good, many are not, 
and the generally poor 
reproduction doesn't help. 
Nowadays we expect (and 
deserve) the publishers to do 
justice to their authors' efforts. If 
publishers don't take note, they'll 
soon be out of the climbing 
market. 

The chapters follow the 
Rebuff at style with a "route 
description" (called a summary in 
the book) and a "summary" 
(called a description - very 
confusing). It is here that the book 
exhibits its greatest strengths and 
weaknesses. Throughout, 
Birkett's keenness and feel for 
routes of all grades shines 
through. This will appeal to 
anyone who buys the book and 
works through the routes. I was 
impressed by the author's efforts 
to find new background 
information. At the same time he 
backs himself into some awful 
literary corners. Heart of the Sun:
" represents the best of Devon sea 
cliff climbing. I felt it gave, like a 
Thomas Hardy novel, an honest, 
rich and often disturbing 
perspective of our England. 
Brilliant." No, not brillliant, just 
cobblers. 

So where does that leave us? 
The book is no rival to Classic 
Rock, but if you climb at the lower 
grades, buy it. You'll enjoy seeing 
what it has to offer after you've 
done the routes (if you survive 
Almightythat is!) 

Ed Grindley 
Swanage 
by Gordon Jenkin 
Climbers ' Club Guide, Cordee, 
£7.50 
Go to Swanage. Abseil off the 
quiet beauty of the rolling 
Purbecks into the sudden 
steepness of the cliffs. 

Gordon Jenkin's guide does 
justice to this part of our coastline. 
His enthusiasm for the place is 
obvious from the Leonard Sachs
style superlatives which 
accompany the route 
descriptions. At last Swanage has 
E grades, technical grades and 
quality stars . And also, for the first 
time, a long overdue full history. 

The layout is good and the 
difficulty in locating areas and 
routes is overcome with clear 
maps and diagrams. The only 
inconsistency here is the fact that 
horizontal distances are in 
metres, whilst vertical ones are in 
feet . Still, this means less walking 
and more climbing. 

The large selection of 
photographs aptly depicts the 
usual and more unusual aspects 
of Dorset climbing . Particularly 
worthy are the front cover shot, 
and the ones of Steve Briggs and 
of Robin Neath (the waves) . 
Personally I think colour 
photographs throughout would 
have enhanced the guide even 
more - and no doubt the price as 
well. 

I like the inclusion of the mega 
sea level traverse - Menlove 
Edwards would have approved. A 
graded tick list would have been 
fun and good material for 
alcoholic arguments. Overall a 
good, up-to-date guide to a place 
well worth visiting. 
Graham Desroy 
Scrambles in the Alps 
by Edward Whymper 
with photographs by John Cleare 
Webb & Bower Ltd with Michael 
Joseph Ltd, £14.95 
Reprints don 't generally raise my 
pulse rate very much but this is 
something quite different. 
Textually, it's a straight reprint of 
the 1936 edition, edited by 
H. E.G . Tyndale, of Whymper's 
great classic. Illustratively and 
graphically, it's one of the most 
stunning mountaineering books I 
have ever seen. Crystal-clear 
typography and large octavo 
format make for easy reading, and 
remind us of just how good 
Whymper's book is and how puny 
most modern climbing writing is 
by comparison . And original 
engravings by Whymper are 
interspersed with John Clea re's 
alpine photography. The former 
gives the historical perspective · 
and mood, while the latter -
superbly composed and 
exquisitely printed- roots it firmly 
in an actual physical landscape. 
This is the best-packaged piece of 
mountaineering literature I've 
seen in years. If you haven't 
already got a copy of Scrambles, 
go out and buy it, or if yours is a 
different edition, sell it and get 
this one instead! 
Jim Perrin 



LETTERS 

Climbing Bans at Arapiles 
from Keith Lockwood 
Dear Sir, 

The threat of climbing bans has 
hit Mt Arapiles, the best cliff in 
Australia , as many of your readers 
would know. 

The Department of 
Conservation, Forests and Lands 
is preparing a management plan 
for Ara piles, and has announced 
that it is considering seasonal 
climbing bans on areas of the cliff 
where peregrine falcons nest. 

But there is no concrete 
evidence of peregrines even 
existing at Arapiles, let alone 
nesting there, and there is no 
evidence whatsoever that the 
passage of cl imbers in the vicinity 
deters the birds in areas where 
they do exist. On the contrary, the 
aggressive birds deter climbers 
during the nesting season . 

In fact a departmental officer 
has admitted that climbers 
represent either a non-existent or 
minimal danger to peregrine 
falcons. He said poachers and 

pesticides were the real dangers. 
Any bans at Ara piles could 

involve Tiger Wall, The Bluffs, 
Mitre Rock and Campbell's 
Kingdom - involving hundreds 
and hundreds of excellent routes. 

Bans would be in spring , 
September-November the best 
time_ for climbing at Ar~piles. 

Climbers here feel that climbing 
bans to protect peregrines are 
mere window-dressing by the 
department, to give the 
appearance of doing something, 
but the thorny but real problems 
of egg thieves and pesticides lie in 
the too-hard basket. 

We believe climbers would 
voluntarily respect and not molest 
nesting peregrines IF the 
deparment can specify exactly 
where and when peregrines nest. 
Irrational, sweeping bans would 
put climbers off-side and be 
counterproductive. 

The department's draft 
management plan for Ara piles is 
due out in October-November 
1986 and will also cover issues 

Climbing Ban at Arapiles 

such as camping at Arapiles, 
tracks, possible fees, etc. 

The department welcomes 
submissions at any time until 
early 1987 on the peregrine issue. 
or anything else . Write to : Geoff 
Miller, Department of 
Conservation, Forests and Lands, 
PO Box 487 Horsham, VIC, 3400 
Australia . 

Copies of the draft 
management plan will be 
available from him in late 1986. 

In the meantime, it is a public 
issue here, and letters to the local 
newspaper ( The Wimmera Mai/
Times) clo myself, Box 1 Natimuk, 
VIC, 3409 Australia, would be 
welcome and influential. 

I have visited and climbed at 
Ara piles for the past 30 years, and 
want 1t kept open and in good 
condition for everyone. 
Keith Lockwood 
Natimuk 

Objectionable Names 
from Trevor Jones 
Dear Sir, 

Three cheers for Melissa 
Quigley regarding objectionable 
route names. 

There is a carte blanche when a 
climber does a new route, a blank 
literary cheque to project its 
technical difficulty, superb line or 
any other virtues it may possess. 

Unfortunately climbing 
brilliance and common sense 
have never been a certain 
combination. 

It is easy to associate a new 
climb with four-letter words or 
bodily functions or fluids, which 
only shows the mental 
bankruptcy of the people who 
think of such awful names. 

Let us have more of the magical 
names of the recent past - Dream 
of White Horses, North America 
Wall, Footless Crow. 

Come on young lads, you can 
do better without much effort. 

Trevor Jones 
Altrincham 
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11PENTANUTS" 
NEW MULTI-DIMENSION NUTS FROM CAMP 

MANUFACTURES: 
CAMP S.p.A. - VIA ROMA, 23 - 22050 PREMANA (CO) ITALY 

INGENIOUS YET SIMPLE DE
SIGN WHEREBY THE NUT CAN 
BE ROTATED UP TO 180 (DE
GREE). THUS EACH NUT FITS 
VARIOUS SIZES OF CRACK. PEN
TANUTS ARE AVAILABLE IN 
FOUR SIZES, EACH COLOUR CO
DED. 

USA: LIBERTY ORGANIZ. WC . / MONTROSE CALIF. 
UK : ALLCORD LTD / NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
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- one of the best cfunbing 
journals in the world 

• Siachen Glacier - Karakoram exploration, first ascents 
• Lightweight expeditions - easy access, low cost 
• 300 pages ofadventure, information, humour, maps, topos 
• 70 pages of superb colour or black/white photographs 
• Hard-cover quality- the journal to keep 

Authors include: Stephen Venables, Dave Wilkinson, 
Harish Kapadia, Doug Scott, Tom Price - and many more! 

Order your copy now! 

for all who love mountains 

To: The Alpine Club, 74 South Audley Street, London WlY 5FF. 

Please send me ................ copies ofTheAlpineJoumal 1986 at£15 . 

I enclose my remittance for£ .............................. payable to The Alpine Club. 

AJ86/M 

Name _______________________ _ 

Address ______________________ _ 
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OUTDOOR GEAR 

'BESr PRICES 'E,/!131 SERVICE 

** Brita ins Leading Exclusively Mail Order Supplier** 
* FREE 52 page illustrated catalogue * Over 3000 items to choose 
from. * The very Lowest prices for the very best equipment * An 
ultra- quick despatch service * Worldwide personalised export 
service by surface or airmail* Special Contract rates for H.M. Armed 
Forces & Schools, Clubs Scouts etc. * Established for over 20 years * 
Gear from leading European manufacturers. 

Touringsport Ltd, Unit 13, Quay Lane, Gosport, Honts. 
r.---~-------------------, 
I T @IJSJ[?[lw~S ~@[?u Please send me my FREE Touringsport Catalogue, I 
I I I Nome .... . .................... . ... • • • • • • • • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · • · · · I 
I Address ...... .... .. . ... ... ....... . .. • • • • • • • • • · · · · · · · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · I 
L-..... .,,,.. ...... --..._ .... ........... _. ..... ..._ ................. ... .,__ ...... ,.,,,.r:t.:J.,...,. .J 

Best Quality 
Best Price 

for 
MOUNTAIN 
SOFTWARE 

~!:!~r~5!~ ,.1067, JAEGI-OONG, DONGDAEMOON,KU, 
·. • SEOUL, KOREA .. -

TEL. <02)964-8827, 3249 

THE FABRIC 
is Cyclone, from Carringron Performance Fabrics - -~ 
moisrure permeable ro ler rhrough ....... ftLY..JII!! 

perspirarion bur nor rain. .......... I/Ii 

THE SEAMS 
are twin-needled and raped. No exrernal seam 

rouches an internal one on either body 
or sleeves. 

THE INSULATION 
is lsodry, technology's latest, specifically created 
by Neidhart of Switzerland for use l~nnay® 
With moisture- permeable fabrics. ,,,,uun' 

THE POCKETS 
all have flaps, press-studs and zips (with pullrags 

so you can handle them through gloves). 

THE CUFFS 
are storm cuffs, with additional Velcro fastenings 

to keep things tight and tidy. 

THE ZIP 
is high performance, double-ended with plastic 

sliders and teeth. Covered by storm flap. 

THE HOOD 
stows away invisibly inside the collar. The 

drawstrings have self-locl~ing adjustable toggles. 

THE WAISTBAND 
is twin-needled. The cord is inside (no external 
openings). Adjustable toggles self-loci~ or the 

tension you set. 

The Jacket 
is the Mountain Guide, a precision-engineered 

combination of all the latest materials and design features, 
including fabrics from our friends at Corrington. So, if you ore 

seel~ing the finest clothing for skiing, climbing, bocl~pocl~ing or even 
leisure, there is one thing you really must look for ... 

The Label 

Asl~ or your outdoor shop, or write for stocl~ist details: -
Jovlin International Ltd, Jovlin House. Edgedole Rood, Sheffield 57 20Q. 

Tel: (0742) 55741.J. 



BOLD NEW IDEAS 
FROM 

WILD c.ounTRY 

1987 CATALOGUE . 
OUT NOW 

NEW FRIENDS 

NEW HARNESSES 

NEW SLINGS 

NEW TENTS 
NEW BIVIS -

Send for your F . · · 

Just two words! 
FRICTION BOOT. .. 

o,t,,ree 
FRICTION EDfiE BOOT 



·WHAT TIME IS IT ? 
Do you need new outdoor equipmen\? v\buld you like to choose 
from a wide range of gear, with expert unbiased advice, great discount 
prices, all from the comfort of your own armchair7 

Then it's time you invested £1.50 in the latest Field & Trek Discount 
Outdoor Equipment Guide 

THE KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE 
1987 PROGRAMME - Unbeatable value - all prices down 

K.2. Base camp via the Baltoro Glacier 29 days £1,785; Expedition to Gondoro 
Peak (5850 m.) 22 days £1,485; Nanga Parbat. Di ran, Kunjerab pass on the 
Chinese border 15 days £1,095; Eastern Karakoram - Kashmir 21 days£ 1.065. 
Prices fully inclusive. Brochure out now! 
16, Parvian Road, Leicester, LE2 6TS, U.K. 0533-833903 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pall in Pty. Ltd., 
11 Lonsdale Street, 
Braddon. 
Tel. (062) 47.8949 (C) (S) 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Rick White's Mountain Designs 
Shop 6, Caga Centre 
38 Akuna Street 2601 
Tel. (062) 477153 (M) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W.: Katoomba 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
195 Katoomba Street, 2780 
Tel. (047) 82.2014 (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd. , 
527 Kingsway, 2228 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Caving Equipment 
327 Sussex St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
507 Kent Street, 2000 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel.(07)2296609 

Queensland : Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
93-95 Albert Street, 4000 
Tel. (07) 221 6756 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty. Ltd ., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.212.7857 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin, 
32 Criterion Street, 7000 
Tel. (002) 31 .0777 (C) · 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pall in, 
124 St. John Street, 7250 
Tel. (003) 31.4240 (C) (S) 

Victoria : East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 882.7229 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd ., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67 .3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67.7966 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67 .4845 

Western Australia: Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33A Adelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
7A/59 East Parade, 
East Perth. 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 

Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 (C) (M) 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd ., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148/61.048 (C) (M) (S) 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports 

Ltd ., 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 66.211 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd ., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 (C) (M) 

CANADA 

Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Protec Mountaineering Inc., 
109 Thomas St. 
L6J 5A7 
Tel .416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
675 Yonge Street, 
M4Y 2BZ. 
Tel. 416.964.7909 

Ontario: Waterloo 
Adventure Guide, 
258 King St. N, 
N2J 2Y9 
Tel. 519.886.3121 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524.1106 

Bonn 
Sine 

GERMANY 

Breite Str. 47,5300 
Tel. 0228.654320 (C) (M) 

Frankfurt 1 
Sine 
Oeder Weg 43, 6000 
Tel. 069.552233 (C) (M) 

Freiburg 
Sine 
Moltkestr. 5, 7800 
Tel. 0761 .37934 (C) (M) 

Heidelberg 
Sine 
Rohrbacher Str. 81 , 6900 
Tel. 06221.15010 (C) (M) 

Mainz 
Sine 
Graben 1,6500 
Tel. 06131.226681 (C) (M) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 

Everest Sports Ltd., 
83 Sai Yee Street, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Mongkok, 
Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-967072 
Telex. 63999 WCVRY HX 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre, 

1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, 
Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-848190 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd., 

Room 102, 1/F., 
32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wan Chai . 
Tel. 5-733313, 5-733329 
Telex. 65205 MTSEV HX 

ITALY 

Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

KOREA 

Seoul 
Cobra Sports Incorporation 
1067, Jaegi-Dong 
Dongdaemoon-Ku (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. (02) 964.8827,3249 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall , 
250 George Street, (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.24?877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop 
92-98 Corporation Street, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.7799 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd ., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S)· 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd ., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd. , 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277.233122 - Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 



Brighton Dundee 
Open Spaces David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
18 Coombe Terrace 21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Lewes Rd., BN2 4AD Tel. 0382.24501 /2 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Edinburgh 
Brighton Nevisport 
Surf & Ski Sports Unit 13, 
1 /2 Regents Street Waverley Market, 
(corner of Church Street) EH11BQ. 
BN11UL Tel. 031 .557.0923 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol Elgin 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, Ellis Brigham 61 High Street. 162 Whiteladies Road. 

Tel. 0272.741157 Tel. 0343.49064 

Bristol Fort William 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd . Nevisport Ltd., 
5 Welsh Back, High Street, PH33 6EJ. 
BS14SP Tel. 0397.4921 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Glasgow 
Burnley Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Sportak Tel. 041.221.4531 /2 
25 Hammerton Street. Glasgow 
Tel. 0282.36816 High range Sports, 

Buxton 
99 Great Western Road. 

Jo Royle 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

6 Market Place. (S) Glasgow 
Tel. 0298.5824 Nevisport, 

261 Sauciehall Street (M) 
Cambridge Tel. 041.332.4814 
Action sports Glossop 
Mitchams Corner Magic Mountain 
34 Chesterton Rd. Howard Town Mill 
CB43AN Victoria St. 
Tel. 0223-356207 Tel. 045.74.4424 

Canterbury Glossop 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
3 Palace Street. 72 High St. West. 
Tel. 0227.470023 Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Capel Curig Speyside Sports, 
Joe Brown, 47 High Street (S) 
The Climbing Shop, Tel. Grantown 246 
Tel. 06904.205 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Capel Curig Casac Equipment, 
Ellis Brigham, 3 Hagley Road. 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) Tel. 021.550.9748 
Tel. 06904.232 Inverness 

Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
Cardiff 13 Bridge Street. 
Outdoor Action, Tel. 0463.238746 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 

Keswick: Cumbria Tel. 0222.28892 
Mountain World, 

Cardiff 28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 

Lancaster 148 Ninian Park Road. 
Tel. 0222.390531 H. Robinson, 

Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
Carlisle 5 New Road . Tel. 0524.66610 
Dennis English, 

Leeds 141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 Centresport 

40 Woodhouse Lane. 
Chester Tel. 0532.452917 
Ellis Brigham, 

Leeds 7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 Wilderness Ways, 

17 Eastgate. 
Coventry Tel. 0532.444715 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 

Leicester Tudor House, Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 14 Span St., 52A London Road (S) (C) CV13BA 
Tel. 0203.21937 Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool Croydon 
Ellis Brigham Pindisports 73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) Whitgift Centre, 
Tel. 051.709.6912 CR0 1U4. 

Tel. 01 688 2667 Llanberis 

Derby 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 

Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., High Street. 
85 King Street. Tel. 0286.870.327 
Tel. 0332.365650 

London 
Derby Alpine Sports, 
Prestidge Ski and Climb, 215 Kensington High Street, 
350 Normanton Road (S) W86BD 
Tel. 0332.42245 Tel. 01.938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
456/8 The Strand 
WC2R 0RG 
Tel. 01.839.5161 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 
London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

London 
Y.H.A. Shop 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E7HY. 
Tel. 01.836.8541/7 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Y.H.A. Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) 
Tel. 061.834.7119 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop, 
572 Sil bury Boulevard, 
Central, MK9 3AF. 
Tel: 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.323561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE11RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Nottingham 
Y.H.A. Adventure Shops, 
21 Wheeler Gate, 
NG1 2ND. 
Tel. 0602 475710 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL11TA. 
Tel. 061 .620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd ., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 
Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 
Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd., 
41 Bell Street, 
RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
149 Fitzwilliam St. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
90 High Street, 
MK111AH 
Tel. 0908.568913 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001. 
Tel. 05.31.1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

Tromso 
Tindloftet A/S 
Storgt.58 
Tel. 083.85103 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 
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Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) , 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd., 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

UNITED STATES 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, ::!4703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd ., 
3659 Riverside Plaza, 95026. 
Tel. 714.825.2976 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd ., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401 . 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Diego 
Pack Factory, 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. 
Tel. 714.755.7662 

California : San Francisco 
The North Face, 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, 95370. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd ., 
1136 Speer Blvd., 8020 4. 
Tel. 303.433.3372 

Colorado: Denver 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3500 S. College Ave., 80525. 
Tel. 303.226.3683 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W . Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) 

MOUNTAIN TRAVEL'S Climbing Expeditions for 1987: 
Antarctica (Vinson), Peru (Huascaran), Bolivia (lllimani), Argentina 

(Aconcagua), Chile (Ojos del Salado), Ecuador (Cotopaxi, Chimborazo), 
Tibet (Gurla Mandhatta), India (Kamet), Nepal (Island Peak), France/ 

Switzerland (Mont Blanc/Matterhorn), U.S.S.R. (the Caucasus & Pamirs). 
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Alaska (McKinley), Canada (Logan). Free 1987 Schedule. 
Mountain Travel 

1398 Solano Avenue, Albany CA 94706 U.S.A. 

BOLD NEW IDEAS 
FROM 

WILD COUNTRY 
1987 28 PAGE COLOUR CATALOGUE OUT NOW 

* SEND FOR YOUR COPY TODAY * 
New Hardware, New Harnesses, New Tents, New Bivis 
Please send me a copy of your 1987 Catalogue 
NAME MrlMrsl Miss ______________ ~ __ _ 
ADDRESS ____________________ _ 

-----------~~_Postcode~~~---
Send to: Wild Country, Dept M, Town head, Eyam, Derbyshire, S30 1 RD 

MOUNTAINEERING LITERATURE FOR SALE 
Books, magazines, journals, guidebooks. NEW LIST AVAILABLE FREE. Over 500 items. 

PAUL HUDSON, 8.8 Ash Road, Leeds LS6 3HD, 1:ngland. Also books found. 

Colorado: Lafayette 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 303.665.9220 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. 
Tel. 303.238.7511 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Ave. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) 

Massachusetts: Salem 
Life Sports 
East India Mall, 01970 
Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) 

Montana: Bozeman 
Northern Lights Trading Co., 
1627 W. Main, 59715 
Tel. 406.586.2225 (C) (M) (S) 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 

Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel.914.255.1311 (S) 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters, 
21 Park Place, 10007. 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

Oregon: Independence 
Independence Mountaineering, 
215 South Main, 97351. 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Holubar Mountaineering 
3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. 
Tel. 801 .272.9403 (C) (S) (M) 

Virginia: Bristol 
Mountain Sports Ltd., 
1010 Commonwealth Ave ., 
24201 
Tel. 703.466.8988 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515 

Washington : Leavenworth 
Der Sportsman 
837 Front St. 
Tel. 509.548.5623 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
152511th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridian Ave ., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
North Face, 
4560 University Way N.E., 
98105 
Tel. 206.633.4431 

Washington : Seattle 
The North Face, 
1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
Tel. 206.622.4111 

Washington: Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply, 
3730 South Pine, 98409. 
Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251 .9059 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Cody 
Sunlight Sports, 
1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Lander 
Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
220 Main Street, 82520. 
Tel. 307.332.7269 (C)'(M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
For a good booklist of secondhand/out of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exploration, write to D. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, 
Edinburgh EH9 1 DA, Scotland. Wants lists welcomed. 

£AVE MONEY · MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U.K. stockists of specialist top quality materials and accessories. 
Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. Trade and retail. S.A.E. catalogue. 

PENNINE OUTDOOR : HOLMBRIDGE : HUDDERSFIELD : W. YORKS 0484 - 684302/683206 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionallyguaran.teed. 
~,,CRAJtCPO 87 catalog free to foreign; 

N STRAPS U.S. & Canada, send 20¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 931 20, USA. 

GORE-TEX 
FABRICS 
(6TVPES) 

Plus seam taping service, Ventile, Cordura, polycotton, Thinsulate, Hollofil. 
down. Polar fabric , fleece fabric, tent fabric and mosquito netting. Zips. 
buckles, webbing, velcro and much more. Patterns for all outdoor gear. 
Climbing gear, discounts up to 15%. Exports. 
For prices, stamp please, 
Tor/Mi, 3 Frver St .. Runcorn, WA7 IND . Enuland. 

K2 ~~!~~!!?!1 
Professional expedition support for Mt. McKinley and all of Alaska. Obtain your 
Free K2 Alaska Guide and inquire about reduced flight rates by writing: Jim 
Okonek, K2 Aviation, P.O. Box 290, Talkeetna, Alaska 99676, U.S.A. 



bdM 
condltlo 
In the words Of expeffen 

mountaineer, Brian Hall: 
;_,; "The positive ankle support 

~~-1: ~ provided by the Grlnta makes 
~-.s .. Th,_i this the best boot I have 

The Grinta is 

\ ~J>> used for technical Alpine and 
yl 

~ Scottish Winter climbing. 
~ Crampon attachment is 
~ particularly secure In both the 
~~~ toe and heel areas, ensuring 
~ complete confidence In use. 

This excellent technical 
performance coupled with 
the new light, durable and 

very warm high altitude 
inners made the Grinta 

Extrem a natural 
choice for the 

1986 British K2 
Expedition". 

available with either the 
very light, high altitude EVA inner (Extrem) or a more 

conventional loden lined alternative. 

5 ==:;...-.,,:-a l al-tlti,MUJ 
Berghaus Ltd., 34 Dean Street, Newcastle upon Tyne NEl IPG, England. 
Telephone: (091) 232 3561 Telex: 537728 Bghaus G. 



• UN UPP Rl[D N RTH 
A two man haul to break the Farthest 

North Unsupported record in the Arctic. 

Sir Ranulph Fiennes and Dr. Mike Stroud 

achieved 105 nautical miles establishing a 

new record. 

350 lb loads on sledgeboats were man 

hauled 11 hours a day for 15 days in the 

early part of 1986. 

Clothing and Sleeping Bags were critical; 

by day the team sweated a great deal even 

with a temperature of-40°C and at night 

there was scant fuel for drying gear. Ran 

Fiennes said "The Mountain Equipment 

duvets were, as in the past, unbeatable. 

Their Gore Tex covered sleeping bags were 

superb, another expedition using American 

bags found they gained 40 lbs apiece in 

accumulated ice weight whereas our 

Mountain Equipment bags gave no such 

problems:' 

Mountain Equipment 
SUPPLIERS TO 14 EVEREST EXPEDITIONS 

The publishers of the Guinness Book of 

Records have recently elected Sir Ranulph 

Fiennes to their Hall of Fame as the World's 

Greatest Living Explorer. 

r--------------7 
Send £1 for the new Mountain Equipment Winter Brochure - 44 pages of full I colour including Adventure Photography article by Leo Dickenson, and I photographic competition - or request free 8 page leaflet. 

P L E A S E S E N D M E 
I D New 44 page Winter Brochure £1 enclosed. D Free Leaflet ~ 
I NAME _________________ _ 

I ADDRESS ________________ _ 

I Mlll 

I Send to: Mountain Equipment Ltd., Leech Street, Stalybridge, SKl 5 1 SD, England. I 
Telephone: 061-338-8793. L _____ ,.... ________ _j 
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