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Ca:Rilene® 
Unclerwear 

What is Capilene? 
Capilene® is a durable, 
treated polyester available 
exclusively from Patagonia. 
Because the Capilene 
treatment is chemically 
grafted onto the polyester 
fibers, it cannot wash off or 
wear out, so that the fabric 
will retain its wicking ability 
for the life of the garment. 
Capilene polyester will not 
stain or absorb perspiration 
oils. Best of all, you can toss 
it in the washer and dryer 
at any temperature without 
damaging the performance or 
appearance of the garment; it 
won't shrink and it won't 
melt. 

Why does Capilene 
work so well? 
Capilene works by a method 
known as "spreading action." 
The Capilene fibers actually 
draw water from wet areas to 
drier ones, where it dissipates 
and dries. This spreading 
action is made possible by the 
unique nature of Capilene 
polyester, which has a water
loving, hydrophilic surface 

chemically bonded to its 
water-hating polyester core. 
The hydrophilic surface 
skin of each fiber absorbs 
moisture, while its inner core 
repels it. This combination 
of opposing forces creates a 
fabric that wicks with great 
efficiency. Water spreads out 
on Capilene in micro-seconds. 

Capilene Comes Clean 
The water-loving nature of 
Capilene that makes it wick 
so well also makes it very easy 
to clean. The fiber absorbs 
just enough water, about .5% 
of its weight, to wash out 
dirt, perspiration oils, wood 
smoke, and anything else you 
may have picked up in your 
travels. Capilene will retain its 
comfortable softness against 
your skin through countless 
washings. 

When should you wear 
Capilene? 
We make four weights of 
Capilene underwear for 
different uses. Wear our 
lightweight Capilene 
Underwear for early morning 

runs in late fall or under a 
shell for spring skiing. 
Midweight is perfect for 
aerobic activities in harsher 
conditions like backcountry 
telemarking in January. 
Expedition Weight Capilene 
Underwear can be used as 
a base layer for extreme 
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conditions like high altitude 
sailing, or can be worn alone 
with a shell in more moderate 
conditions. Lastly, our new 
ultra-light Pointelle Capilene 
for women has a soft, femin
ine link stitch and can be 
worn under street clothes on 
cold days. 

Hollow-core Wool Washed CapileneC!IJ Cotton Silk Untreated 
Polyester Polypropylene Polyester 

The wickability of Capilene is shown here 
Strips of a variety of underwear fabrics suspended over 
beakers containing equal amounts of colored water. The dye 
line on the strips indicates how well the various fabrics wick. 
The higher the dye line, the greater the wickability of the 
fabric. 

For more information on our quality outdoor products and 
the name of your nearest dealer, call our toll-free Consumer 
Information Line: 
1-(800) 523-9597 Nationwide 
1-(800) 432-0241 California 
Send for your free SO-page color catalog of functional clothes. 

patagonia® P.O. Box 150, Dept 729 Ventura, CA 93002 
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MAMMUT ARO-pro. Light and compact single rope 
with tightly woven sheath for high abrasion resistance. 
10.5 mm, 67 gm!m, 7-9 U/AA-falls. Many top climbers 
regard the ARO-pro as rthe world's best rope>. 

. MAMMUT ARO-twin. Ultralight twin rope with outstand
ing UIAA ratings. 8. 5 mm, 48 gm Im, 20-2 2 UIAA-fal/s as 
a double strand single rope, 9-11 UIAA-fal!s as a half rope. 

MAMMUT-CUARANTEE: means Swiss quality 

tested to meet the highest standards. For moun

taineers that demand everything of themselves 

and their equipment. Because mountaineering is 

a peak experience. 

CH-5600 Lenzburg !Switzerland 
Distributors.- Australia.- Verglas/UK: Northern Feather/ 
USA: Climb High, SMC, A-16 
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CHAMONIX - large modern chalet and annex with 18 
beds available from Aug 16. Situated in exclusive, quiet, 
residential area, close to the golf course, with stunning views 
of Mont Blanc and Le Dru. 

Main Chalet- 5 double bedrooms, 2 shower rooms, 1 bathroom, 
2 WC's. Well-equipped fitted kitchen with dishwasher, food mixer, etc. 
Large dining area to seat up to 18. Beautifully decorated comfortable 
lounge downstairs and TV lounge upstairs. Fully centrally heated 
throughout with drying room facilities. 

Annex - 4 small , basic double bedrooms with heating in each. 

Garden, double garage and large parking area. 

Prices 
Aug 
Sept 
Oct 
Nov 

Main Chalet 
£590 
£490 
£390 
£290 

Main Chalet+ Annex 
£790 
£650 
£490 
£350 

For further details write to Box No. 56 or ring 0539-22527 (24 hr answerphone) 

Make an expedition 
of yourself ! 

456-8 The Strand,London WC2. Tel: 01-839 5161 
215 Kensington High Street, London W8 ~BO. Tel: 01-9381911 

[10: Alpine Sport7.°4s6":arhe5trand,Lond-;;-WQ. 
Please send me the NEW 1986 CATALOGUE 

j I enclose 30p for postage and packing. j 
Name: _________________ _ 

IM~~ I 
-----------1 
_____________ Postcode: ____ _ 

alpine 
----------

Photo: Julian Gearing 



Chouinard Stoppers®---------, 

The subtle trapezoidal shape 
allows good placements in flares 
and shallow cracks. 

Introducing the fifth 
generation of Chouinard 
Stoppers 

The Shape of Things to Come 
A new design expands 

the range of this basic nut 

New fit possibilities 
in flaring cracks 

We've eliminated the side 

Available in mid April at your 
Chouinard Dealer, or from us at 
the address below. 

Since 1972, the year we introduced 
the first progressively sized wedge
shaped nuts, we've been working on 
ways to make our Stoppers better. We 
think these new nuts are our best yet. 
They are easier to clean, because 

curves, replacing them with a 
horizontal taper which allows the nuts 
to sit sideways in flares and bottoming 
cracks. The new Stoppers have also 
been completely resized to provide a 
precise fit progression. 

Chouinard ~uiQ!!}Qlt, Ltd. 
PO Box 90/245 West Santa Clara 
Ventura, California 93002 USA 

we've reduced the amount of vertical 
curvature and increased the amount of 
time the nuts spend in the tumbling 
machine. Tumbling them for over 14 
hours rounds off all the sharp edges 
that could hang the nuts up on minute 
crystals. 

Re-sized and re-numbered 
They are available wired in all sizes or 
loose in sizes 8-13. Loose Stoppers are 
drilled to accept 5.5mm Kevlar only. 
Sizes 1-3 remain straight-sided. 

Illust ration: Robert Fass/ 
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MOUNTAIN TRAVEL'S Climbing Expeditions for 1987: 
Antarctica (Vinson). Peru (Huascaran), Bolivia (lllimani), Argentina 

(Aconcagua). Chile (Ojos del Salado), Ecuador (Cotopaxi , Chimborazo), 
Tibet (Gurla Mandhatta). India (Kamet), Nepal (Island Peak), France/ 

Switzerland (Mont Blanc/ Matterhorn). U.S.S.R. (the Caucasus & Pamirs). 
Alaska (McKinley), Canada (Logan). Free 1 987 Schedule. 

Mountain Travel 
1398 Solano Avenue, Albany CA 94706 U.S.A. 

SAVE MONEY· MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U.K. stockists of specialist top qua lity materials and accesso ries . 
Expert adv ice. Prompt efficient se rv ice . Tra de and retail. S.A .E. ca talog ue. 

PENNINE OUTDOOR : HOLMBRIDGE : HUDDERSFIELD : W. YORKS 0484 - 684302 /683206 

Best Quality 
Best Price 

for 
MOUNTAIN 
SOFTWARE 

m!:!~r~:5!~ 
.. • • 1067, JAEGI-DONG, DONGOAEMOON-KU 

·. • SEOUL, KOREA • MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
BOUGHT AND SOLD. Catalogues Issued - s.a.e. please. 

Jarvis Books, 57 Smedley Street East, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3FQ, England 
Shop open Monday-Saturday, 9.30-5.30. Tele: (0629) 55322 

• I • 
TEL. <02)964-8827, 3249 

J 
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Mountain Technology 
introduce the new "V ertige" 

modular axe with replaceable 
picks and interdtangeable 

adze and hammer. 
A range of pioo and adzes 

completes the system. 

l,fwnlain T~ (Gltmroe)Ltd., 
Old Fm, Road, NonhJhillachlJ~ On/di, 

[IIW!f'Jlf#S-mr,, f>HJJ 4,SA,$(:,,{{(li/d. 
Tnt!p/tone ,Ott/ch (q//5 53) 221 

ln1d11a11oiw+ 44 85 53 }22 

BINDERS 
High quality maroon binders lined in 
grey, which hold 2 years' issues 
(12 copies). 
Provided with individual gold letraset packs 
to enable flexibility for personal referencing 
systems. These binders are the same colour, style 
and quality as previously available Mountain 
binders. Note discount available on bulk orders 
of 3 or more. All prices are inclusive of postage 
(overseas by surface mail), packing and V.A.T. 

UK - £4.95 Overseas - £5.25 US & Canada -
$8.50 

Price per binder when 3 or more ordered: 

UK - £4. 70 Overseas - £4. 95 US & Canada -
$8.00 

Payment may be made by cheque (including 
personal dollar cheque), cash, postal order, 
Eurocheque, International Bank Draft or 
International Girocheque. Prepayment required 
on all orders. 

All correspondence to: Mountain Magazine Ltd., 
PO Box 184, Sheffield Sll 9DL, England. 
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Corso Vittorio Emanuele II, 167-10139 Torino, Italy 
Published 12 times a year 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
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A comprehensive display of Berghaus equipment and clothing will be featured at each venue 
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A new style of protection 
for the outdoors from troll 

Troll now has available a superb new selection of waterproofs in five 
alternative fabrics and three designs. From THE MARATHON, the only 
choice for those whom lightness is the greatest priority, through to THE 
MOUNTAINEER, in Neoprene or cyclone coated nylon. 

All this and much more in the NEW, FREE, full colour catalogue 

~cr@00 Safety Equipment Ltd. Spring Mill, Uppermill, 
Oldham OL3 6M, England. Tel: Saddleworth 2120 and 6189. ------------To Troll Safety Equipment Ltd. 
I am interested in the following colour brochures: Clothing D I 

I Name 

Technical Climbing D 
Rucksacks D I 

Caving D I I Address 

L.: ______ _ _ __ J 
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Fora 

successful climb 
every time 

The rope. EDELWEISS 
stands for superior rope technology. 
And the new sports climbing ropes are 
further proof: 
supple · extensible under impact · 
lightweight· resistant to abrasion. 

EDELWEISS - the rope. 

The harness. Sports har
nesses demand careful design. 
EDELWEISS have decades of experience 
in the field, as the details show: 
functional· light to wear· comfortable· 
fashion colours. 

EDELWEISS - the harness. 

UK - Sanctuary Mountain Sports Ltd. 
A - EDELWEISS by Teufel berger 



FABRICA: CAMINO DE HORMIGUERAS, 130 
POLIG. IND. VALLECAS. 28031 MADRID (ESPANA) 
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OUTDOOR GEAR 

'/JEST PRICES 'F.l!S1 SERVICE 
Tou ring Sport - one of the U.K.'s leading specialist 
equipment suppliers - has a FRE E 52 page illustrated 
cata logue. It's packed full with all the best in climbing, 
mountaineering and lightweight camping gear, - and all at 
prices that turn our riva ls green with envy! 
A ll of our customers can benefit from our specia lised Mail 
Order operation - quick, efficient despatch, excellent after
sales service, and a choice of over 2,500 different items. 
For overseas customers we offer a persona lised export 
despatch service - by surface post or airmail. r.-------------------~ ~, 
I T @IJD[?D@~S)])@[?U Please send me my Free, Touring Sport catalogue. I 
I Name ------ ---------------- I 
I Address ------------------------ I 
1--------------- 1 
I M9 I L _______________________ J 
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FRICTION BOOT. .. o,t,,,ee 

FRICTION EIJSE IOOT 
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' GREATER HIMALAVA ,1 

Success and Disaster on K2 
Two Major New Lines Climbed 
Casarotto, Pietrowski, Rouse, Among Those Killed 

KARAKORAM 
K2 (8611ml 
At the beginning of the season, an 
unprecedented total of eleven 
separate expeditions were 
booked to climb on the mountain. 
Circumstances would dictate that 
the fate of many of the climbers 
involved would be tragically 
bound together. Listing the 
expeditions in a clockwise order 
of routes: 

An Austrian team of seven 
mountain guides led by Alfred 
lmitzer were to attempt the SE 
(AbrL/ZZi) Ridge. A large South 
Korean expedition on the Abruzzi 
Ridge used over 450 porters 
during the approach march and 
started up the mountain, fixing 
their own ropes and ignoring old 
ones. Later, on August 4, one of 
their porters, Muhammed Ali, was 
killed by stonefall near Camp 1. 

A French group of four climbers 
led by Maurice Barrard completed 
an ascent of the Abruzzi Ridge, 
having their last bivouac at 
8300m, above the "bottle-neck" (a 
weakness in the line of cliffs which 
guards the upper part of the ridge, 
and is overhung by seracs). The 
following day, June 23, they all 
reached the summit: Wanda 
Rutkiewicz (Polish), Michel 
Parmentier, Maurice and Liliane 
Barra rd. On the way down, they 
decided to repeat their bivouac at 
8300m, but next day, June 24, the 
weather deteriorated and made 
the descent hazardous. The 
Barrards were gradually falling 
behind and eventually 
disappeared out of sight at about 
7900m. Later, Parmentier stayed 
to wait for them at one of the\ 
camps, while Wanda completed 
the descent with two Basques. 
Having lost all hope offinding the 
missing couple, Parmentier and a 
group of Italians, who tried to 
help, came down as well. 
- The Barrards were among the 
finest ofFrench climbers. Maurice 
made his first appearance on the 
Himalayan scene with his alpine 
style ascent of Hidden Peak, 
together with Georges Narbaud, 
in 1980. Since then, he and Liliane 
climbed together Gasherbrum II 
(1982) and Nanga Parbat (1984) 
and almost reached the summit of 
Makalu in 1985. With the present 
ascent, Liliane Barrard and 
Wanda Rutkiewicz had become 
the first women to climb K2, as 
well as three 8000ers. Wanda , 
who had previously climbed 
Everest (1978) and Nanga Parbat 
(1985), is the first Polish climber to 
reach the summit of K2. Climbers 
from Poland have now ascended 
12 of the 14 main 8000ers, as well 
as another five subsidiary 
summits over 8000m. As for 
Michel Parmentier, this is his 
second 8000er, having climbed 
Kangchenjunga (1981 ), also in 
tragic circumstances. 

Two Basques, Mari Abrego and 
Josema Casimiro, officially 
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members (for mutual 
convenience) of Renato 
Casarotto's expedition but in 
practice acting independently, 
made a swift ascent of the Abruzzi 
Ridge in a five-day alpine push. 
On June 23 they left their bivouac 
tent (8100ml at the foot of the 
bottle-neck, and reached the 
summit a couple of hours after the 
previous group, in excellent 
weather. They returned to their 
last bivouac point and the 
following day, June 24, started a 
painful descent in deteriorating 
weather conditions, joined for 
part of the way by Wanda 
Rutkiewicz, and arriving three 
days later at Base Camp, with 
slight frostbite in hands and feet. 
This was the tenth 8000er by 
climbers from Spain, and 
Abrego's second. 

An American expedition from 
Portland, Oregon, comprising 
nine members led by John 
Smolich, were trying the SSW 
Ridge but soon met with disaster. 
On June 21, a massive avalanche 
was triggered by a falling boulder 
on the snow high above them, at 
6000m. John Smolich and Alan 
Pennington died as a result, 
Pennington's body being 
retrieved by his friends and 
brought down for burial at Arthur 
Gilkey's memorial, near Base 
Camp. The expedition was 
abandoned. 

The Italian expedition, part of 
the programme called "Quota 
8000", was led by Agostino da 
Polenza, with a total of 20 
members, among them several 
non-Italians. They tried first the 
long SSW Ridge (also referred to 
as South Pillar), with the intention 
of following the "Magic Line" 
suggested by Messner in 1979. 
After the avalanche to the 
Americans, they changed their 
plans and passed to operate on 
the Abruzzi Ridge, in order to 
secure the summit. Then, on July 
5, six members reached the top: 
Gianni Calcagno, Tullio Vidoni, 
Soro Dorotei and Martino Moretti 
(Italians), Josef Rakoncaj 
(Czechoslovakian) and Benoit 
Chamoux (French). The following 
day, Kurt Diem berger (Austrian) 
and Julie Tullis (British), who 
formed the film crew of the 
expedition, reached the bottle
neck (8200ml and withdrew, in 
view of the worsening weather. 
For Calcagno and Vidoni this was 
their fourth 8000er, whereas Josef 
Rakoncaj is now the only person 
to have climbed K2 twice, since he 
had already reached the top from 
the North side of the mountain in 
1983, while attached to another 
Italian expedition. Benoit 
Chamoux made a lightning 
ascent, in under 24 hours from 
Base Camp, this being his fourth 
8000er in less than thirteen 
months. 

The international expedition led 
by Karl Herrligkoffer (69) had as 
members 8 Germans, 4 Swiss, 

K2, the scene of 13 fatalities this season. The Polish South Face Route is 
marked. The upper part of the Abruzzi Ridge forms the right hand 
skyline. The "Bottleneck" is approximately level with the top camp of 
the Polish Route, beneath the obvious serac notch. Camp 4 was situated 
on the broad snow ridge below. 
Photo : Galen Rowell. 

2 Poles, 2 Austrians and 2 
Pakistanis. During the first stages, 
the leader suffered from 
mountain sickness and had to be 
evacuated by helicopter. Then the 
members split into several 
groups, the majority moving to 
Broad Peak, the other objective of 
the expedition. And so only the 
two Poles, helped by a young 
German, were left to concentrate 
on the expedition's original plan 
for K2, that is, a new route 
following "the central rib of the 
South Face". 

After having climbed Broad 
Peak with various other people, 
Swiss members Seda Furster and 
Rolf Zemp moved to the Abruzzi 
Ridge of K2 and managed to reach 
the summit on July 5, only half an 
hour after the previous Italian 
team. 

In the meantime, the Poles 
Jerzy Kukuczka (38) and Tadeusz 
Piotrowski (46), after a first 
attempt in which they reached 
7400m in June, started the ascent 
of the central rib on July 4, 
reaching the summit in alpine 
style on July 8, after four 
consecutive bivouacs. The most 
difficult section of the climb was 
encountered on the third day, in 
which they only progressed from 
8100 to 8200m, having to 
overcome a difficult 25-metre wall 
with climbing estimated by 
Kukuczka as 5+ (UIAA Grading). 
Finally the summit was reached in 

bad weather, which forced them 
to bivouac on the way down, first 
at 8300m (the same spot used by 
the French group) and then at 
7900m. 

On July 10, with appalling 
conditions of visibility and a coat 
of fresh snow over hard frozen 
surfaces, they tried to find their 
way down the Abruzzi Ridge. 
Then Piotrowski, who was behind 
Kukczka, lost both crampons and 
fell to his death from about 
7800m, down the 55° icefield. In 
extremely tough conditions, 
Kukuczka manc:1ged to reach the 
upper camp of the South Korean 
expedition, from where he 
radioed for help to the Polish team 
active on the SSW Ridge. 
Eventually he completed the 
descent, but nothing could be 
done about his companion. 

Piotrowski was renowned for 
his winter ascents. With Andrzej 
Zawada, he climbed Noshaq 
(7392ml in February 1973, the first 
ever winter ascent of a mountain 
higher than 7000 metres. He also 
gained a reputation for his winter 
climbs of Trollryggen in the 
Romsdal of Norway, as well as in 
the Alps. In December 1983 he 
made a harrowing ascent of Api 
(7132ml, in Western Nepal. For 
Kukuczka, this was his eleventh 
8000er. Next autumn he goes to 
Nepal, planning to attempt 
Annapurna and Manaslu. If 
successful on both. he would be 
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left with the lowest of the 8000ers, 
Shisha Pang ma, to complete all 
14 summits. This mountain, 
though, could prove to be the 
most problematic of all, since no 
Eastern European climbers 
appear to have been operating in 
areas under Chinese 
administration. 

Renato Casarotto (38), from 
Italy, was trying to solo the long, 
unclimbed SSW Ridge, with a 
slight deviation to the right in the 
upper part. A first attempt ended 
at 8200m, about June 23. A 
second attempt reached a similar 
height, about July 5. In his third 
attempt, by mid-July, he reached 
a little higher, about 8300m, and 
decided to withdraw in view of the 
weather, playing safe as usual. 

He descended the whole length 
of the ridge to the foot of the 
mountain, where (July 16) he fell 
in a crevasse near the moraine, 
only about one hour's walk from 
Base Camp. The crevasse was 
about 40 metres deep and despite 
suffering severe injuries, he 
managed to get his radio out of 
his rucksack and call his wife who 
was at Base Camp ready to 
receive any news. A search 
par,ty was organised by members 
of the Italian and International 
expeditions, including both their 
doctors. Very soon they found 
him in the bottom of the crevasse, 
still alive. After lifting him to the 
surface, all efforts by the doctors 
were useless and he died soon 
afterwards. 

This has been a great loss for 
Italian mountaineering. His solo 
climbs include, among others, a 
new line on the North Face of 
Huascaran, Patagonia, in 1977, 
the first ascent of the North Pillar 
of Fitzroy in Patagonia, which he 
named Goretta Pillar (after his 
wife) in 1979, and many winter 
climbs of extreme difficulty in the 
Dolomites and the Alps. In Asian 
mountains, he will be 
remembered for hisfirst ascent of 
Broad Peak North (7600m) in 
1983. Last year, together with his 
wife, he reached the summit of 
Gasherbrum II (8035m) . 

A Polish mixed expedition, 
including Wojciech Wroz, 
Przemyslaw Piasecki, Krystyna 
Palmowska and Anna Czerwinska, 
was attempting the same route as 
Casarotto (the SSW Ridge). 

A British expedition of eight 
members, led by Alan Rouse, was 
attempting the unclimbed NW 
Ridge, on the border with 
Sinkiang (China). 

An American expedition is 
trying the North Ridge on the 
Chinese side of the mountain. 

The British expedition that was 
active on the unclimbed NW 
Ridge didn't manage to reach the 
summit on their target date (July 
23) due to difficult conditions on 
the ridge and bad weather. 
Having reached an altitude of 
c.7300m, their attempt on this 
route was given up in the last 

week of July and the whole team, 
except for Alan Rouse and Jim 
Curran, started the return trek. 

The Polish expedition led by 
Janusz Majer succeeded in 
placing three climbers, 
Przemyslaw Piasecki, Wojciech 
Wroz and Peter Bozik 
(Czechoslovak) on the summit, via 
the previously unclimbed SSW 
Ridge-the "Magic Line". The 
climb ended in tragedy when 
Wroz was killed on the descent 
(see later notes). 

Towards the end of July, the 
weather had improved 
considerably and a complex 
group of people started out for the 
summit via the Abruzzi Ridge. 
They included members of five 
different expeditions : Alan 
Rouse, leader of the mentioned 
British group, Kurt Diem berger 
(Austrian), Julie Tullis (British) 
and Dobroslawa Wolf (Polish), 
Alfred lmitzer, Willi Bauer and 
Hannes Wiesser, all members of 
the Austrian expedition active on 
this route; and also several 
members of the South Korean 
expedition who had so 
thoroughly prepared the route up 
to and beyond the SE Shoulder 
(7800m) . · 

By August 2, the group had 
reached the site of a large Camp 4 
(c.8000m) from their Camp 5 
(8300m), in fine weather. On 
August 3, whilst the remaining 
climbers presumably recuperated 
at Camp 4, the summit was 
reached by three Koreans, Bong
Wan Chang (34), Chang-Son Kim 
(26) and Byong-Ho Chang (25) 
who had used oxygen (the only 
expedition to have it). Shortly 
after leaving the summit, the 
Koreans were caught up by the 
Polish team, who had just reached 
the summit via the SSW Ridge, 
and both parties continued the 
descent. Darkness fell before the 
climbers reached Camp 4. One 
Korean was forced to bivouac, 
and Wojciech Wrozfailed to reach 
Camp 4, presumably having 
abseiled off the end of a fixed 
rope. 

Eventually his companions 
managed to complete the descent 
without further mishap. Wojciech 
Wroz (44) was a very well known 
mountaineer in Poland and had 
previously climbed 
Kangchenjunga South (1978) and 
Yalung Kang (1984), as well as 
having been above 8000m on K2 
in 1976 and 1982. 

On August 4, while the previous 
group was descending, further 
ascents to the summit were made, 
in rapidly deteriorating weather 
conditions. The first, by Austrians 
lmitzer and Bauer, was at about 
4pm, shortly followed by Alan 
Rouse. Rouse then descended 
quickly to help Wolf, who had 
reached c.8450m and was very 
tired, back to Camp 4. Later in the 
day, at about 7pm, Diem berger 
and Tullis also reached the top, 
but during the descent Tullis 

suffered a fall that dragged them 
both down for about 100 metres, 
fortunately without injury. Being 
too late to reach Camp 4, they 
were forced to bivouac in the 
open. 

On August 5 the weather 
deteriorated further and a long, 
fierce storm began. Diem berger 
and Mrs Tullis, who was suffering 
from eye problems, managed to 
reach Camp 4, joining the rest of 
the climbers who had been 
involved in the attempts of the 
previous day. 

No more news was received 
after that at Base Camp and a 
week later (August 11) no trace of 
the missing climbers had been 
found. Messages were then sent 
to Europe, stating that all seven 
climbers were missing, presumed 
dead. However, by late on August 
11, Willi Bauer had arrived at Base 
Camp and the entire chain of 
events was finally revealed: 
- The storm that had started on 
August 4 developed full force 
during the following days, with 
heavy snowfall, winds in the 
region of 150 kph ar-id 
temperatures of minus 30°C. Their 
tents having been wrecked, Tullils 
moved in with the Austrians 
Bauer, Wiesser and lmitzer, while 
Diem berger joined Rouse. 

On August 7 Julie Tullis (47) 
died in her sleep. 

The storm continued unabated, 
and by August 8 the trapped 
climbers had run out of food and 
fuel. On August 10 the sky began 
to clear and the snowfall stopped, 
but the fierce wind continued. 
Bauer, Diemberger, lmitzer, Wolf 
and Wiesser started to descend. 
Alan Rouse (34), was unable to 
move, had drifted into delirium 
and was left in his tent, as there 
was absolutely no hope of 
evacuating him from the 
mountain. 

Almost immediately, lmitzer 
and Wiesser collapsed. The 
remaining three, Wolf, 
Diem berger and Bauer, continued 
the descent but failed to find 
shelter in the remains of Camp 3 
(7350m), which had been 
avalanched prior to the ascent. 
Now descending fixed ropes from 
the Shoulder, Bauer and 
Diem berger managed to reach 
Camp 2 (6900m), which was 
stocked with sufficient food and 
fuel, late in the evening, and spent 
the night there. They had last seen 
Dobroslawa Wolf a couple of 
hours before their arrival, when 
she was lagging behind on the 
fixed ropes. She failed to arrive at 
the camp, presumably having 
been killed above 7000m. 

The following day, August 11, 
the two survivors continued the 
descent. Bauer (44), who was the 
stronger, went ahead by evening 
to reach Base Camp, which was 
still occupied by the Polish and 
South Korean expeditions, as well 
as two or three climbers of other 
nationalities. Immediately, a 

search party, including Jim 
Curran the film cameraman for 
the British expedition, was 
formed, and eventually found 
Diem berger at the foot of the 
mountain shortly before 
midnight, painfully moving 
towards Advance Base Camp. 
Both Austrians had suffered 
severe frostbite to fingers and 
toes. 

After several days of waiting, on 
August 16 a helicopter arrived at 
Base Camp and evacuated the 
two Austrians to Skardu. 

The information which 
chronicles these events has come 
from several sources, but has 
been carefully studied and 
confirmed by Jim Curran, who 
was present throughout the 
whole episode. He is anxious to 
point out that the above is correct, 
to the best of his knowledge, and 
should hopefully put an end to the 
speculation that has been rife in 
the "popular" press and amongst 
the climbing fraternity. 

This is by far the greatest 
climbing tragedy that has 
occurred in the Karakoram range. 
Although sudden avalanches 
elsewhere in various 8000ers 
have taken a greater toll of victims 
on several occasions, a long, 
gradual ordeal of this magnitude 
has only been surpassed by the 
catastrophe to the German 1934 
expedition on Nanga Parbat. 

Julie Tullis, whose third 
attempt on the mountain this was, 
had previously tried mountains 
such as Nanga Parbat and 
Everest, always accompanied by 
her filming colleague, Kurt 
Diemberger, who had formerly 
climbed five 8000ers. Together 
they climbed Broad Peak in 1984, 
a second ascent for Diem berger. 
Julie still remains the only British 
women ever to have ctimbed an 
8000er. 

Alan Rouse was one of the best 
British climbers of our time, 
having made the first ascent of 
Kongur (7719m) in 1981 as a 
member of Bonington's team. 
Other ascents include that of 
Broad Peak, Jannu and Nuptse. 
He was the first British climber to 
gain the summit of K2. 

Alfred lmitzer and Hannes 
Wiesser were both prominent 
figures in Austrian 
mountaineering, the former 
having climbed (along with Willi 
Bauer) Nanga Parbat in 1978. With 
the pres~nt ascent of K2, Austrian 
mountaineers have now climbed 
all 14 8000ers, the fourth country 
to do so (after West Germany, 
Japan and Switzerland) . 

Dobroslawa Wolf was a very 
courageous climber and only last 
year she had reached within 50 
metres below the summit of 
Nanga Parbat. Her death has 
caused a great impact in Poland, 
as she was the daughter of Mr 
Miodowicz, a newly elected 
member of the Politburo and the 
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official organ of the Polish trade 
unions. 

It is not known, as yet, the 
precise role played by the South 
Koreans, led by Byong-Jun Kim, 
in all these events. Earlier, in June 
and July they had engaged 
themselves in helping other 
climbers caught by previous 
storms, and their presence had 
been much appreciated by other 
expeditions. The American 
expedition led by Lance Owens 
seems to have run into difficulties 
regarding the transport of 
supplies to Base Camp. 
Unconfirmed reports suggest that 
the lack of food and equipment 
motivated the withdrawal of most 
members of the group, including 
the leader, after mid-August. 

However, Steven Swenson, 
Catherine Freer and David 
Cheesmond stayed on, hoping for 
a late ascent. 

Not including any possible 
American climb from the Chinese 
side, the present year has 
registered 27 individual ascents of 
K2, bringing the total to 66. 

But the death toll has been by 
far the heaviest in the history of 
the mountain, with 12 foreign 
climbers. This figure doesn't 
include the six porters killed on 
the Baltoro Glacier, and 
Muhammed Ali. The previous 
grand total, from the turn of the 
century to the end of 1985, was 12 
(seven foreign members of 
expeditions, three Sherpas and 
two Hunza porters). Approach 
and return marches have not been 
taken into account. 

Broad Peak (8047m) 
After the ascents of the Italian, 
International and Spanish 
expeditions, already reported, 
various other groups were active 
in the mountain. 

A Yugoslav expedition of 12 
members, led by Viktor Groselj 
(34), made an en masse ascent of 
the normal route in alpine style. 
The summit was reached by all 
the members, in three groups and 
two solo climbs, between July 28 
and August 4. The first Yugoslav 
woman to climb an 8000er, Maria 
Stremfelj (Andrej's wife), made it 
to the top on July 29. She was the 
fourth woman to climb Broad 
Peak. One of the two solo climbers 
made most of his ascent during 
the night of July 28/29. This 
climber then moved to K2 to 
explore a new route for the 
Yugoslav 1988 Expedition, while 
four others moved to 
Gasherbrum II. 

Gasherbrum II (8035ml 
After the reported ascent, early in 
June, by three members of 
Bernard Muller's commercial 
expedition, various other groups 
also made the ascent: 

A team of four Spaniards from 
Madrid, with plans for 
Gasherbrum IV, went to 
Gasherbrum II instead. From the 
three climbers who undertook the 
ascent, Juan Carlos del Olmo and 
Roberto Vazques reached the 
summit, but Carlos Rabago 
(leader) died of altitude oedema in 
the upper camp. 

A group from the Pakistani 
Army made the ascent in alpine 
style. The summit was reached on 
August 3 by Sher Khan (his third 
ascent of G2) and three others. 

Four Yugoslavs, who had 
previously climbed Broad Peak, 
made a fast ascent of Gasherbrum 
II in 32 hours, including a ten-hour 
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rest. The summit was reached on 
August 4 by leader Viktor Groselj 
(34), Andrej Stremfelj (30) and two 
others. It was the fourth 8000er for 
both Groselj and Stremfelj, as 
well as the seventh for climbers 
from Yugoslavia (not counting 
Yalung Kang, a subsidiary 
summit). 

A group of Basques (three men, 
one woman) led by Eugenio 
Gorrotxategi, failed to repeat the 
normal route due to bad weather 
and lack of experiecne. They 
managed to reach Camp 2 
(6400m) on August 3. 

By mid-August, two German 
expeditions were active on 
Gasherbrum II. 

The next day, August 16, it was 
the turn of the Belgian couple 
formed by Jan van Hees (29), 
together with Dutch climber Hans 
Lanter (24). All three reached the 
summit in good weather. It was 
the second 8000er for the Belgian 
couple (together they topped 
Dhaulagiri in 1982), as well as for 
climbers from Belgium in general. 
Lut Vivijs is the sixth woman to 
climb Nanga Parbat. 

By mid-August a Polish group 
had set Base Camp at the foot of 
the Kinshofer route. No further 
news has been received so far. 

Gasherbrum IV (7925ml 
On June 22, 1986, the summit of 
Gasherbrum IV was reached via 
the previously unclimbed NW 
Ridge - only the second ascent of 
the mountain, and 28 years since 
the first ascent (Italian, 1958). 
Three members of the expedition 
made the summit. They were Tim 
Maccartney-Snape, Greg Child 
(Australia) and Tom Hall-Hargis 
(USA). Other members of the 
expedition were Andy Tuthill, 
Geoff Radford, Steve Risse, 
Randy Leavitt (USA) and Phil 
Balsoon (cameraman, Australia). 
All the climbers ascended above 
7300m and Tuthill came quite 
close to the top when he turned 
back at the north summit. 

The summit push was made 
during a five-day spell of good 
weather after 35 days of very poor 
weather. The mountain was 
climbed by a new route, the NW 
Ridge. This ridge had been 
attempted by several other 
expeditions in years past. It 
proved to be a good and safe 
route, mostly snow and ice, with 
the crux being a 200m rock band 
near the top. Descent was made 
down the same route. 

The trip had its serious 
moments when Hargis, Child and 
Snape were forced to spend a 
night in a snow cave (with no 
sleeping bags, pads or stoves) on 
the north summit before they 
reached the top. On the descent, 
Snape took a 15m fall while trying 
to remove one of their few 
remaining pitons. Child managed 
to stop his fall (and a trip down the 
steep 3000m West Face) with a 
boot axe belay. 

The British Gasherbrum IV 
Expedition, comprising Dai 
Lampard, Rhona Lampard, Alan 
Scott, Alan Shand, Al Phizacklea, 
Andrew Atkinson, Bob Wightman 
and Christine Watkins, was 
repulsed from the West Ridge at 
6600m, due to excessive 
avalanche danger. The whole 
party then decamped and moved 
to the opposite side of the 
mountain to atempt theSouth 
Ridge. Rapid progress was made 
to 24000 ft and Lampard and 

The Polish Route on the South Face of Satopanth 
Photo: Aleksander Sowinskiego. 

Phizacklea were poised for a 
summit bid, up easier ground. A 
sudden storm and injury to the 
other members of the team forced 
the difficult but wise decision to 
retreat. 

Hidden Peak (8068m) 
A Swiss group made an attempt 
from the Gasherbrum La but had 
to give up, only 20 metres below 
the summit, due to high winds. 

A Japanese expedition led by 
Osamu Shinizu was successful. 
Two of their members reached 
the top on August 2. 

A French group led by Alain 
Cokinos made the ascent of the 
Messner Route. On August 3, 
Christine Jan in, accompanied by 
a fellow Frenchman and a 
German, reached the summit. 
Christine is the second women to 
climb Hidden Peak and this was 
her second 8000er, since she had 
climbed Gasherbrum II in 1981. 

By mid-August, a different 
Swiss group was active on Hidden 
Peak. 

Nameless Tower (6215m) 
In July, Leavitt, Hall-Hargis and 
Child attempted to climb a new 
route on the Nameless Tower 
(East Face). Their high point was 
5760m, which they reached after 
two hanging bivouacs in port-a
ledges. This big wall was 
attempted Yosemite style. Near 
the high point, Leavitt led an A3+ 
pitch that involved several 
tension traverses from small 
copperheads and thin 

knifeblades. At the end of this 
traverse, he was almost wiped out 
by falling snow and ice. Soon after 
this incident they dedicded to 
retreat because of the frequent 
falling rock and ice. 

This same face was attempted 
earlier in the season by Voytek 
Kurtyka (Poland) and two 
Japanese climbers. Their high 
point was 5800m. 

Nanga Parbat (8125m) 
During the first half of July, three 
different expeditions arrived at 
the Diamir side of the mountain 
intent on climbing the Kinshofer 
route of 1962, well to the left of the 
proper face. 

The first group, formed by three 
men and two women 
representing the three Benelux 
countries, arrived on July 7 under 
the leadership of Jan van Hees. 
They were followed the next day 
by a five-man Spanish team from 
Valencia led by Miguel Gomez. 
And a week later five Italians, with 
Almo Giambisi as leader, also 
pitched camp by the moraine of 
the Diamir glacier. 

Long periods of bad weather 
kept them all at Base Camp, with 
only a short spell of fine days at 
the beginning of August, which 
was used for acclimatisation. 
Finally the weather improved on 
August 11 and climbers from the 
three groups started together an 
alpine ascent of the route, 
reaching Camp 4 (7300m) three 
days later. 

The following day, August 15, 



seven people started the tin al 
assault to the summit. Due to the 
thick layer of snow that covered 
the upper icefield, they deviated 
to the right of the couloir , a more 
direct line to the summit. Soon, 
Belgian lady climber Pascale Noel 
dropped out, but her male 
companion , Eugen Berger, from 
Luxembourg, continued up to the 
8000 metre mark before giving 
up: this was a new altitude record 
for climbers from Luxembourg. 

Finaly, Spaniards Miguel 
Gomez, Rafa I Vidaurre and 
Moises Garcia, taking turns with 
Italians Fausto de Stefani and 
Sergio Martini, reached the 
summit at 3pm, with the usual 
afternoon building up of clouds. It 
was the first 8000er for climbers 
from the Spanish region of 
Valencia and the third for both the 
Italian veterans (together they 
had climbed K2 in 1983 and 
Makalu in 1985) . 

CHINA 
Monsoon 
Everest (8848m) 
An American attempt on the 
Australian Great Couloir on the 
north side was forced to retreat 
due to bad weather, avalanche 
danger and exhaustion from 
around 8000m. The expedition, 
led by Joseph Murphy, had 
established Camp 3 at 6250m by 
the end of March, but it took 
another three weeks on the steep 
600m ice face above to establish 
Camp 4 and a further eleven days 
to reach Camp 5 at 7700m on April 
29. Bad weather then repulsed 
five attempts to place a higher 
camp and the expedition returned 
to Base on May 24. 

This summer, in full monsoon 
season, the Tibetan side of 
Everest has been attempted by 
three different groups. The 
conditions have been extremely 
bad, with heavy falls of soft snow 
that made all routes very 
tiresome, and only a short spell (5-
1 O August) of good weather to try 
any progress. 

A Chilean expedition, formed 
by nine members of the Catholic 
University of Chile, under the 
leadership of veteran Claudio 
Lucero (Gasherbrum 11, 1979), was 
attempting the traditional North 
Col route. Tragedy struck in mid
August when Victor-Hugo Trujillo 
(22) was killed by an avalanche at 
c.7400m, above the North Col. 
The attempt was abandoned. 

Solo climber Roger Marshall, a 
Canadian living in the US, tried 
the North face, by the Norton 
couloir, but didn't get higher than 
c.6500m. 

A Swiss-French group formed 
by Pierre and Annie Beghin, 
Erhard Loretan and Nicole 
Niquille and cameraman Jean 
Afanassieff, were also trying the 
same route. The two women 
(Annie and Nicki), who were 
trying to achieve the first female 
oxygen less ascent of Everest, 
never got properly acclimatised 
and had to abandon at c.6500m, 
little higher than the foot of the 
face. As for Pierre and Erhard, 
they were attempting an alpine 
style ascent but couldn't really get 
started. However, they decided to 
continue there until September 
10, in the hope of finding better 
weather conditions. 

NEPAL 
Nuptse SE (7800ml 
After their earlier success on 

Kangtega, Jeff Lowe teamed up 
with fellow American Mark 
Twig ht to attempt the South 
Buttress. The pair had expected 
technically difficult rock climbing 
most of the way, but continuous 
snowfall made completion of the 
route impossible. A high point of 
6770 was reached on May 26. 

Cho Oyu (8201 m) 
In addition to to the ascents of the 
SW Face reported in Mountain 
710, the standard route received 
an ascent by an American
Canadian-British team led by 
James Frush. Frush and David 
Hambly reached the summit on 
May 11. 

Kangshungtse (Makalu 2) (7678m) 
The seven member Coloradan 
expedition led by Glenn Fortner 
met with misfortune. On April 13 
Edwin Terrell died of pulmonary 
oedema at 5200m. He had been 
brought down from 6,500m over 
two days by other members of the 
team, but tragically did not 
survive. Garry Ruggera and Jerry 
Longbons reached 6700m on the 
NW Ridge before the attempt was 
called off. 

Annapurna II (7937ml 
An American expedition led by 
Shari Kearney and Lucy Smith 
fared little better than the Basque 
expedition reported in Mountain 
110. They shared a route with the 
Spanish up the NW Buttress of 
Annapurna and Annapurna ll's 
West Ridge. A high point of 
7250m was reached on May 4 by 
John Trainor and George van 
Sickle before the team were 
forced to retreat by lack of 
supplies. 

Annapurna South (7219ml 
The first women's expedition 
organised through the Yugoslav 
Mountaineering Association 
failed in their attempt to climb the 
5 km long SW Ridge. The team 
was led by Marija Frantar and 
included Vlasta Kun aver, 
daughter of Alex Kunaver, who 
died in a helicopter crash with 
Toni Hiebeler two years ago. The 
route proved extremely 
complicated and had to be 
abandoned due to bad weather 
after 40 days. 

INDIA 
Satopanth (7075) 
A Polish team from the High 
Mountain Club of Warsaw, led by 
Ryszard Kolakowski, made an on
sight alpine style ascent of the 
virgin South Face of this, the 
second highest Gangotri summit. 
Kolakowski and Tomasz Kopys 
made the ascent up the mixed 
face to the right of the central 
snow field (see photo) in four 
days, reaching hthe summit on 
June 12. Much of the climbing 
was done at night to avoid rock 
fall and the unbearable heat. The 
rock was poor throughout. A final 
bivouac was made on the descent 
of the normal route. 

On May 21, two members of an 
Indian expedition, Dr Minoa 
Mehta and Nandu Paghe, and a 
high altitude porter, were buried 
in an avalanche at their Camp 2 at 
6000m while two others had a 
miraculous escape in their tent 
nearby. 

Correspondents: Ad Carter, Jim 
Curran, Xavier Eguskitza, Dai 
Lampard, Randy Leavitt, Josef 
Nyka 

OBITUARY 

Tenzing Norgay 
I first met Tenzing Norgay in 
Kathmandu in 1953 at the 
beginning of our Everest 
Expedition. I was well aware of his 
formidable record, culminating in 
1952 in two attempts to climb 
Everest via the South East ridge 
with Raymond Lambert, the 
renowned Swiss climber. He was 
clearly a man with great 
determination and drive. 

And yet, when I met him in the 
grounds of the British Embassy in 
Kathmandu, Tenzing wasn't quite 
what I had expected. Certainly he 
was taller and bigger than the 
average Sherpa, with neat, strong 
movements and a quick flashing 
smile. But in many ways he was 
rather quiet and self-effacing and 
not a pushy type at all. He was a 
competent and experienced 
sirdar and ran the porters and 
Sherpas without too much 
difficulty, but he was hardly the 
dynamo that Eric Shipton's 
famous sirdar, Angtarkay, had 
been . 

It wasn't until we actually got 
onto the mountain that we started 
to learn about Tenzing's greatest 
strength - he had enormous 
desire to go high and getto the 
top, a greater motivation than any 
Sherpa I had met before apart 
from maybe Passang Dawa Lama. 
Combined with his strength and 
experience it made him a very 
considerable performer on a big 
mountain, as his past record had 
indicated. 

There was quite a lot about or 
British expedition that Tenzing 
didn't really like. The previous 
year with the Swiss he'd been up 
in the lead a good deal of the time, 
but most of us wanted to do the 
leading ourselves and Tenzing at 
first had to concentrate on getting 
the porters and their loads up into 
the Western Cwm. In fact he 
played a very small part in 
establishing the route up the 
icefall and the Lhotse face. But 
clearly he was very fit and well 
acclimatised, and I think we all 
accepted that he would go very 
high. 

Then Tenzing and I started 
climbing together and were able 
to show we were a well balanced 
pair. We were the first couple to 
go from Base Camp up to 
Advanced Base Camp and back in 
one day, and later we pioneered 
the way up to the South Col with 
the main team of high altitude 
porters. When the time came to 
select people to do various jobs 
on the upper part of the mountain, 
Tenzing and I were given the 
summit task and, as history now 
records, we reached the top on 29 
May 1953. Suddenly, out of 
nowhere as it were, Tenzing and I 
became heroic figures. 

It was a new experience for all 
of us, and even more so perhaps 
for Tenzing. But his charm and 
warmth carried him through. He 
became an international figure, 
signing autographs and being 
photographed with enormous 
patience. But even in his last 
years, when his English was much 
improved, he didn't really enjoy 
lecturing and he'd slip out of 
formal functions as quickly as he 
decently could. 

Photo: John Cleare. 

Prime Minister Pandit Nehru 
took Tenzing under his wing, and 
the Himalayan Mountaineering 
Institute of Darjeeling was 
established largely as an outlet 
for Tenzing's skill and prestige. 
Tenzing was Chief Instructor but 
never the Director of the 
Institution, and though he rather 
resented this, he was 
instrumental in inspiring 
thousands of young lndian_s with 
a feeling for adventure in the 
mountains. 

When Tenzing retired from the 
Institute, he found his very 
modest pension inadequate for 
educating his growing family and 
he became deeply involved in 
trekking and tourism. During his 
last ten years, I prnbably became 
closer to Tenzing than I had ever 
been before. We talked much 
more freely, and I discovered a 
deep sadness just below the 
surface. After Pandit Nehru's 
death, Tenzing felt he had not 
been v\lell treated financially by 
the Indian Government. He was 
extremely proud of his success 
on Everest and was not happy 
when others seemed to outdo him 
by climbing it twice or by reaching 
the summit without oxygen. He 
seemed to forget that he had been 
first when nobody knew whether 
it could even be done. Maybe it 
was a sign of increasing age, but 
his continuing fame and prestige 
just didn't seem to be enough. 
Even when we travelled up Ganga 
by jet boat and there was amazing 
local interest, Tenzing 
commented with slight 
depression that "his old friend 
had forgotten him". 

His funeral in Darjeeling 
showed how wrong his fears had 
been. Despite a three day strike 
with no vehicles on the road, an 
enormous crowd gathered 
around the funeral pyre. I sat 
beside Daku, his wife, for three 
hours as melted butter was 
poured on the flames and they 
rose up towards the heavens. 
Dozens of lamas were chanting 
and clashing cymbals and there 
were many tears, but much 
laughter too. I had plenty of time 
to think of Tenzing - his strength, 
his kindness, his warm 
personality, even his underlying 
sadness which is not uncommon 
in mountaineers. The rain 
streamed down but nothing could 
stop the atmosphere of triumph. 
A great hero had passed leaving a 
mighty story behind him. It was 
indeed a time for sorrow, but a 
time for remembering too. 
Ed Hillary 
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BRITISH ISLES 

Pollitt Repeats The Bells, The Bells 
Slate, Slate, Slate. 

. . . 

Gogarth Awakes 

NORTH WALES 
Gogarth 
Over the past couple of months 
the crag has suddenly come back 
into fashion. 

North Stack Wall 
Hot news from the wall is the 
long-awaited second ascent of 
The Bells, The Bells (E7 6b) by 
Andy Pollitt now fully recovered 
after an operation to his shoulder. 
His comment on the climb, "A 
three star experience, but a one 
star route!" 

The wall now sports nearly as 
many hard routes per square inch 
as Water-Cum-Jolly. 

John Redhead was (as to be 
expected) at the forefront of 
activity here with yet another 
horrendous chop-route up the 
arete right of The Bells The Bells 
called Flower of Evil(E7 6b). Dave 
Towse who seconded the route, 
grabbed the lead for the first pitch 
of a left to right girdle of The Cad 
wall. At a stance on the boltofThe 
Cad (the bolt being replaced for 
the occasion) Redhead then took 
over, creating Stroke of the Fiend 
E6/7 6a 6b. 

On a more controversial note, 
Nick Dixon led The Cad without 
clipping the bolt, at E7, and then 
chopped.it. There are several 
schools of thought on this: 1) The 
bolt was generally accepted and 
there were many climbers 
capable of leading the route at E5 
- how many will lead it at E7? 2) 
Good Old Nick - bolts have no 
place on Gogarth. 3) Naughty Boy 
- shouldn't the bolt have been 
removed before the ascent -
Dixon did have the choice to clip 
it! (Also, all the runners were in 
place up to the bolt after one of 
Dixon's friends failed on the 
route, although the ropes were 
pulled through before the ascent -
according to Redhead who was 
present) . 4) It's positively 
dangerous to pull a stunt like that 
- what about the poor bloke 
pushing himself on an on-sight 
lead expecting to find a bolt in
situ? He could be in grave danger. 
In fact this is exactly what 
happened the next day - only a 
timely warning from Redhead 
averting what could have been a 
disaster. 

No doubt there will be letters 
on the matter as climbers polarise 
their viewpoints - didn't some 
chap called Cathcart solo the 
damned route a few years back? 

Less controversially Dixon and 
Craig Smith took the cobbled 
track linking two faint scoops 
between The Whip and Blue Peter 
- Headbutt(E6 6a). 

Finally on this wall, Sincerely, 
El Cohen (E3 5c) (Martin Crook 
and Freda Lowe) is a rather scruffy 
addition left of Le Bon Saveneur 
WenZawn. 
WenZawn 
Conan The Librarian (E7 6b 6b) 
(Johnny Dawes and Simon 
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Donahue) takes an intricate 
groove system on the inside of 
the Spiders Web arch, an abseil 
into the sea being the only means 
of escape should be leader fail on 
the second pitch. 

Mordor Newydd (E3 5c) an 
overhanging squeeze chimney 
provided a bit of a grunt for Trevor 
Hodgson and Steve Haston until 
it joined Mordor at 70 feet. Two 
complex lines near The Trap were 
worked out by Crispin Waddy and 
Conroy Mallen - Agrophobia (E4 
5c) and Dislocation Dance(E3 5b). 

Easter Island 
Annihilator (E5 6a) went free to 
Haston and Steve Andrews whilst 
similar treatment was meted out 
to Belvedere (E2 5c) by Martin 
Crook and Noel Craine. The 
Ancient Mariner(E5 6b Crook and 
John Silvester) takes a very 
overhanging groove left of 
Ormuzdwith R.P. protection. 
Nearby, For Madmen Only(E6 6a) 
by Craig Smith is quoted as being 
"one of the most outrageous 
pitches in the Cosmos" through 
an area of rock where "the 
overhanging becomes overhung" 
- Friends protect! Finish by abseil 
from a single bolt, or do the 
"death scramble" off! Crook and 
Smith, alternating leads, climbed 
the left arete of Supercrack - Sex 
Lobster (W3 5c 5c) then reversed 
the order for the two thin seams 
up the wall right of Hombre - Boil 
All Irishmen (E5 6b 4c). 

The same team rounded off 
their exploration in this area with 
the much fancied direct finish to 
Wonderwa/1- I Wonder Why (E5 
6a), led by Crook. 

Main Cliff 
Although the odd line or two 
remain, the only significant 
activity has been the second 
ascent of Mammoth Direct (E6 6a 
5c) by Smith and Dixon. 

Upper Tier 
The short but ferocious left to 
right diagonal, right of Strike, 
yielded to Smith at E6 6c. No 
name as yet but something about 
"fondling" was mooted. 

Holyhead Mountain 
Mike Gresham and Kel Neal found 
Relief(E2 5c) up the wall left of the 
Bruvvers (with a peg - removed! 
Naughty); straightened out 
Apostrophe at Elba and finally 
made a long overdue free ascent 
of The Peeler (E3 6a) . 

Yellow Wall 
The main event here is a mind
boggling line by Steve Haston, 
Ray Kay and Chris Dale; the 
second pitch, sensationally 
overhanging, takes the rock 
between Dogs of War and The 
Cow and is said to be dangerous. 
Haston modestly called his 
creation Me, and refused to grade 
it. A second ascent from Dawes 
and Smith evaluated the route at 

E6 5a 5c 6b. The same team also 
repeated Lludwig free (E 6b) with 
(?aw1:s in the lead. Only one peg 
lives in the top groove now, quote 
"a worrying experience!" 

Finally, on the cliff which is 
home of the "Anti-slab League", 
the latest addition takes an 
impressive line (aren't they all) 
between Perygl and The Moon -
the Drunk by Haston and John 
Tombs - grade - pretty wild, but 
not given. 

Rhosoclyn 
The very hard roof beneath the 
twin cracks of Dreams and 
Screams yielded to a determined 
assault from Craig Smith - Wet 
Dreams Start (E6 6c). When 
combined with the finish, Dreams 
must surely be one of the most 
exacting undertakings on the 
island. 

Llanberis Slate 
With a wet start to the year, and 
the new LLanberis guide expected 
around Christmas, the local slate 
quarries have seen yet another 
new routes boom. Some of the 
new offerings are of dubious 
worth, but a majority seem to be 
significant discoveries ... and 
bolts have really arrived! (Bravo!) 

Colossus Wall Area 
The first, and most controversial 
find was Colossus (E3 5c) by Paul 
Williams and Andy Holmes taking 
the obvious line up the right-hand 
side of the massive wall, left of 
the Rainbow Slab. Williams broke 
the existing Welsh record for bolt 
protection by placing thirteen 
'metal men' on the route (thus 
relieving Ben Moon of his three 
year old record set on Statement 
of Youth - nine bolts) and created 
a "storm in a teacup", which 
quickly blew over as critics 
repeated it. About one hundred 
ascents in around 4 months have 
elevated the climb to classic 
status. Great Balls of Fire (E4 6a), 
Williams and John Allen, crossing 
Colossus at half-height, was 
another big pitch with long 
runouts between spacy bolt 
protection and a "wild" finishing 
heel-hook. Other routes on the 
wall by Williams included Ride 
the Wild Surf(E4 6a), a fine groove 
line, with Owain Jones; Wall of 
Flame (E5 6a) with Dave Lawson 
and finally, the superb Major 
Headstress (E5 6a) with Colin 
Gilchrist. Big Wall Party(E5 6b 6b) 
Allen and Williams, takes the left 
arete of the wall and is very good 
while just left again, Light and 
Darkness (E5 6b 5c) was the work 
of Chris Dale, Nick Dixon and Paul 
Laughlin. Jack of Shadows (E4 6a 
6a) (Jones and Richard Whitwell 
(alts) is an atmospheric 
overhanging groove tucked 
around a corner to the left. Other 

finds in the area where Freak Yer 
Beanbag (E5 6b) (Paul Pritchard, 
Phil Dowthwaite and Steve 
Edmonson), up the wall right of 
"O.M. 69 Runner Bean" and Alive 
and Kicking (E3 5c) by Gwion 
Hughes and lwan Jones. 

Rainbow Slab 
The slab has taken another step 
towards maturity with the 
addition of five new hard routes 
and has become without doubt 
the place to climb for 
connoisseurs of "match edge 
cranking" . Splitstream (E5 6b, 
Dave Towse and John Redhead) 
takes a featureless line crossing 
Cystitis by Proxy and is a 
candidate for "best route on the 
slab" award. Just to its right, 
Redhead then took the lead for 
Stiff Syd's Cap (E6 6b), a curving 
line which wheels in to join 
Cystitis at the first bolt. The same 
pair then alternated leads on 
Released from Treatment (E6 6b 
6b), a high level girdle . At the right 
hand side of the slab, two tenuous 
cracks gave Bob Drury and John 
Allen the necky Drury Lane (E5 
6b)and the even harder Doa (E6 
6c) . Raped by Affection (E7 6c) 
had a third ascent from Paul 
Pritchard who also repeated The 
Rainbow- 4th ascent. 

Rainbow Wall 
These are the quarried levels, to 
the right of and opposite Rainbow 
Slab. Race Against Time (E3 5b) 
by Sandy Britain and P. Gilliver 
takes the hardened flake crack and 
tower 50 yards right of the 
Rainbow. Opposite lies the 
prominent arete of Little Em (E3 
5b) a fine solo effort from "golden 
oldie" Martin Barnicott. Right of 
this, the obvious leaning bolt 
ladder gave Mike Thomas and 
Mark McGowan the strenuous 
and technical Gerbil Abuse (E4 
6a). On the next tier up lie two 
short hard test pieces, Cig-Arete 
(E5 6b) by Johnny Dawes and to 
its left the problematical face and 
V-groove of The Colour Purple (E4 
6c) - a two day effort from Martin 
Crook. On the tier above, another 
two-day effort was the ascent of 
The Mau Mau (E5 6a) by Paul 
Williams who describes the crack 
as "slate's answer to London 
Wall!" Across to the left, a 
deceptively steep pod and 
slanting crack gave gritstone 
raiders John Allen and Mark 
Stokes the taxing Sunk Without 
Trace(E4 6a). Right ofthe last two 
routes, Octopus's Garden (E4 5c) 
and Surfin' USA (E2 5a) were 
somewhat obscure additions 
from Chris Dale whilst further 
right still Nick Dixon and Martin 
Crook had the Fruity Pear in a Veg 
Shop (E5 6b), a fierce little slab. 
Still on this level, the wall right of 

Opposite page: John Redhead's new route Manic Strain (El 6c), in 
Vivian Quarry, is typical of the new genre of mega-desperates on Welsh 
slate. Spot the protection. Photo: Redhead collection. 





the Rainbow was developed 
exclusively by local guide Terry 
Taylor who added over half-a
dozen routes in the more 
amendable grades. Some were 
climbed solo but others were 
done with local Kung-fu instructor 
Al Whittall - does this explain their 
battered appearance? 

The pick of the bunch are three 
cracks, Cornucopia (HVS 5a) 
Sprint for Print (HVS 4c) and 
Senile Delinquent (HVS 5a). On 
the next tier above, an impressive 
crack and flake extracted much 
blood and sweat from the team of 
Lyon, Wells and Cluer before it 
yielded to give Manatese (E4 6a). 
Around the corner, Angel On Fire 
(E2 5c) and Celestial Inferno (E4 
6a) were two fine grooves 
discovered by Williams, while the 
prominent greenstone pillar 
nearby was soloed as Green Ernie 
(E4 5c) by Martin Barnicott and 
repeated later by Allen Williams 
under the impression that he was 
making a first ascent. 

Bus Stop Quarry 
A little new activity has been 
recorded here: 1000 tons of 
Chicken, a wafer thin 6a flake start 
to Fools Gold, coming in from the 
right - was a typically bold effort 
from Steve Haston - no 
protection. On the same wall, at 
the right hand end, a gardened 
flake line gave John Banks, Lin 
Naylor and Duncan Clark the 
superb Sterling Silver(E2 5c) . The 
obvious radical-looking conning
tower above fell to Haston and 
Steve Andrews - the Illinois 
Enema Bandit(E4 5c). 

"California" 
This is the quarry through the 
tunnels above the right of Dali's 
Hole. The huge smooth wall with 
a cave in it is the setting for some 
of the most dramatic slate finds. 
At the left side of the wall stands a 
greenstone tower whose front 
face yielded Big Greening (E4 6a) 
to John Silvester and Chris Dale. 
Dale then took the lead up the 
corner on its right to produce 
Primal Ice Cream (E35b) and The 
Madcap Laughs (E3 6a), a crack 
and groove system right of the 
obvious cave. Silvester, now 
climbing well, found a direct way 
out of the cave with Espirit de 
Corpse (E4 6a) and then excelled 
himself with the magnificent wall 
climb Central Sadness (E5 6a 6a) 
with its necky first pitch, and 
stunningly positioned and well 
protected seconded one, 
comments such as "the best route 
on slate" have been bandied 
about! 

Seamstress Slab 
This lies above the Hot Air Shaft 
beyond Dalis Dip and now has an 
interesting girdle, The Book of 
Brilliant Things (E4 6a) from 
Gwion Hughes, lwan Jones and 
Mel Roberts which is reportedly 
'very sustained'. Down below, 
right of Khub/a Khan, Ghengis (E4 
5c, Andy Holmes and Mike 
Thomas) is an exciting slab whilst 
right of the Seamstress Slab, 
Loved by a Sneer (E7 6b) was an 
amazin' "go for it" solo from Bob 
Drury. Just to its left Slippery 
People (E2 5c), Perry Hawkins. 
Dave Cuthbertson and Silvester 
has proved popular. 

Heaven Walls 
A newly discovered "awesome 
and atmospheric" hole at the top 
of the workings. Two routes have 
been climbed: Dinorwig 
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Unconquerable (E3 5c) by Mike 
Raine and John Tombs - a perfect 
parallel crack, 'Friend' protected 
which succumbs to laybacking 
and jamming and The Long and 
Winding Road (E5 6b) (Raine and 
Silvester) an immaculate wall 
climb whose initial jump for a 
sidepull has repulsed several 
would-be leaders - a move 
regarded as "wilder than wild!" 

Twil Mawr ( The Big Hole) 
Development here comprises a 
few short (but good) pitches. First 
is PurpleHaze(E3 5c, Paul Trower 
and Mike Howerd) an exposed 
arete overlooking the 400 foot 
deep hole itself. Below this lie two 
cracks: the right one, Birdman of 
Cae'r Bel/an (E3 5c) fell to R. Deon 
and Perry Hawkins, while the 
latter took the lead on the thin 
finger crack of Wolfhound(E4 6a). 
(I won't tell anyone about the 
secret skyhook at 15 feet -
promise!) Lower again, right of 
the tunnel approach to Twil Mawr, 
Nick Dixon and Andy Popp found 
the excellent protectable crack of 
Practically Esoteric(E2 5c) with its 
hugh life-saving finishing jug. The 
awesome left wall of the hole 
remains cleaned and bolted - but 
is yet unclimbed - come on 
Johnny Dawes! 

"Australia" 
This is the largest of all the 
quarries lying right of the large 
incline, above the viewpoint on 
the Dinorwic/Nant Peris footpath. 

Action up here has been rather 
sporadic. Perhaps the best 
offering is the blank looking slab 
taken by The Gorbals (E5 6a), a 
Chris Parkin and Perry Hawkins 
creation. Alongside, Hawkins took 
the lead for the easier but similar 
Men at Work (E3 6a). On the tier 
below, Youths/ayer (E2 5b) Lew 
Hardy, Gaynor Parfitt and Steve 
Anderton is said to be good, 
whilst Dr. Strange/ave Meets 
Ronald Reagan (E1 5b) (Hardy and 
Martin Crook) and Billy Two Tokes 
(E1 5a) (Crook and Noel Craine) 
are also worthwhile. 

Lower down the quarry, it is sad 
to report that the classic tube of 
Loaning the Tube has been 
vandalised and now lies forlornly 
on the scree below. A flurry of 
activity has seen several short 
hard routes added - all slabs from 
left to right they are: Swan Hunter 
(E3 6a) - Nick Yardley and party, 
Goose Creature (E3 6a) Andy 
Swann and party, Menai Vice (E4 
6a) George Smith and Wynn Rees, 
Hysterectomy(E4 5c) Swann and 
Dave O'Dowd and finally Pruning 
the Tube (E2 5b)- Yardley, Swann 
and O'Dowd which roughly 
follows the line of the now defunct 
Tubing. Other more obscure 
routes have also been climbed. 

Vivian Quarry" 
The big news from here is the 
development of the wall left of the 
Dervish slab. The fierce 
frictionless, overhanging flake 
chimney which has repulsed 
many top climbers fell to Craig 
Smith - Gin Palace (E6 6b). (See 
photo in Mountain 110 page 13.) 
The Wall just right gave Bob Drury 
Child's Play (E5 6c) - although the 
grade suggests that it is definitely 
in the big league. John Redhead's 
two bolt lines succumbed 
eventually after weeks of effort. 
The right-hand one- Manic Strain 
(E7 6c) was desperate, but the 
other two, Misogynist's 
Discharge (E7 7a) was even 

Craig Smith making the first ascent of the Rumblefish (E7 6c), the much 
fancied left arete of Grand on Dinas Cromlech. Photo: Paul Williams. 

harder, a rest on nearby 
Nostromo being found necessary 
after the third bolt. Redhead with 
Martin Crook cruised the crack in 
between the previous routes to 
give Young and Easy Under the 
Apple Boughs (E4 6a) . The same 
team also added Dwarf in the 
Toilet (E5 6b) which takes the 
hanging crack on the tier below 
the Dervish . Ritter Sport (E3 5c) 
(Redhead and Andy Newton) was 
another fine discovery at the top 
of the quarry, taking a flake crack 
and slab . Other probing in this 
area yielded two wall climbs: 
Jumping the Gun (E1 5b) to Male 
Campbell and Party, Puff Puff (E2 
5c) to John Banks and Lin Naylor. 
On the level below, a short slab 
gave three climbs: Night of the 
Hot Knives (E3 5c) (Crook and 
Cuthbertson), Tribal Blow (E5 6b) 
Drury and Sandy Britain and 
Solvent Abuse (E3 5b) Crook and 
Party (including Redhead who 
climbed the route naked!) 

Right of the Dervish lies the 
Conscience Slab, which has been 
developed by Mike Raines to give 
four good routes: Slates Slanting 
Crack (E2 5b) solo, The Sweetest 
Taboo (E4 6a) with Johnny 
Dawes, an absolutely classic line 
up the centre, Never As Good As 
the First Time (E3 5c) and Is it a 
Crime?(E3 5c) both with Chris 
Dale. 

Dale also featured prominently 
soloing many first ascents, some 
on sight, in preference to placing 
bolts. Amongst his most notable 
efforts was Love Minus Zera (E6 
6a) a prominent arete on the 
Dervish tier and the two obvious 
grooves and arete left of Dawes of 
Perception (which was repeated 
by Redhead over two days) 
Heinous Creature (E5 5c) Sanity 
Fair (E3 5b) and Sanity Claws (E5 
6a) . Other interesting finds are: 
Gideon's Way (E3 5c) Crook and 
Craine, Down to Zero (E3 5c) 
(Dale, Nie Thomas, John Tombs), 
Feet Apart(E3 5b) a direct on Legs 
Akimbo from Martin Barnicott 
and Yak Yak(E3 5a) a suicidal solo 
from Steve Haston. Baffled? If so, 
the new guide will "lift the lid" on 
many of slate's secrets. 

Llanberis Pass 
Dinas Cromlech 
A number of short but very hard 
pitches have been climbed . The 
long-fancied left arete of Grand 
was forced by Craig Smith -
Rumb/efish (E7 6c) is a lonely and 
vicious lead with only marginal 
protection; Grand (E5 6c), the 
shorter right arete was also 
climbed, by Nick Dixon, but the 
unsightly mess of the tied off pegs 
sporting long loops of red nylon, 
plus an in situ wire, somewhat 
tarnish a very good effort. 



Craig Ddu 
Slab and Groove (HVS 5a) by A. 
Legg and A. Milburn is a filler in 
up a slab and groove left of 
Pedestal Route. 

Other additions have been on 
the.smaller crags. On Craig Nant 
Pen y Pass, Marlene on the Wall 
(E4 6b), Trevor Hodgson and 
Dawes, takes the large overhang 
and is probably the first new route 
on the crag since 1952! The long 
'banished' crag of Craig Fach gave 
Jon de Montjoye and Hilary Small 
a fine open pitch up the wall left of 
Sacred Idol - The Nectarine Run 
(E5 6b), a connoisseur's delight (if 
you can climb at that standard!) 
Down on the long neglected Cwm 
Glas Facet, the small buttress 
right of lnnoculation Wall 
received an 80's body-blow when 
its thin finger-crack was climbed 
by Craig Smith and Ian Jones to 
give Pretty Girls Make Graves (E5 
6b). 

Lastly, but not least, the RAC 
Boulders crag (towards Capel 
Cu rig) received a desperate 
micro-route from John Silvester 
as he powered his way up the 
overhanging pocketed wall of 
Atom-Arm (E6 6b) . 

Cloggy 
This last February saw an 
enormous rockfall down the 
Western Terrace as Carpet Slab 
disappeared. It is estimated that 
around 11000tons of rock became 
detached one night with 
disastrous effects - the start to 
Diwedd Groove, the first 60ft of 
Haemogoblin and Bloody Slab, 
the start to Thrombin and the 
ledge above the start of Slanting 
Slab(commonto Gae/and Firbin) 
have all been destroyed with just 
rock scars remaining. The tidal 
wave of debris scoured the 
Western Terrace such that it is 
now a very dangerous way of 
descent and is probably best 
avoided in favour of the Eastern 
Terrace descent. If any of the 
affected climbs are re-ascended, 
please record the fact in the Pete's 
Eats route book so that due credit 
may be given in the next Cloggy 
guide. 

Nick Dixon was active on the 
Troach Wall adding a direct start 
and right hand finish to Purr-Spire 
with his Whiskering Wall (E6 6b) 
which , he maintains, renders the 
former route obsolete - any 
comments Pete? Unfortunately, a 
hammered nut was used for 
protection at around 25 feet - a bit 
of an eyesore. (I'm not trying to 
get at you Nick). (Yes you are!) 

The Great Wall has seen an 
attempt by Johnny Dawes on 
Master's Wall direct 
(Headmaster's Wall). Dawes 
flashed the Moffat route but 
retreated from the leftward 
traverse where the old Redhead 
bolt used to be. Paul Williams and 
Martin Barnicottfreed Moonshine 
Direct at E2 5c. 
Tremadoc 
One of the last great problems 
(sic), the arete between Zulator 
and Marathon Man yielded to a 
determined effort from Craig 
Smith and Ian Jones - Quite Easy 
for Bigheads (E5 6c) is quote : 
"Dead steady!" The oft tried 
Direct Finish to Burner at Hyll
Drem was a powerful effort from 
Steve Haston, Ray Kay (the 
rhyming climber) and Chris Dale. 
Haston refused to grade the route 
which must surely be at least E5 
6a? 

Routes of the Lower Central Wall- Ma/ham Cove 
1 Rain Dogs El 6c (Kenyon), 2 Chiselling the Dragon E5 6c (Leach/Smith), 3 Seventh Aardvark E5 6b (Pritch
ard), 4 Rated PG E6 6a (Kenyon), 5 Consenting Adults E4 6a (Ryan), 6 Free and Even Easier E5 6a, 7 Bongo Fury 
E5 6b (Ryan/Craven), 8 Something Stupid E5 6b (Sowden), 9 Stigmata Martyr E5/6 6c (Humberstone), 10 
Wasted Youth E5 6b (Humberstone), 11 Rose Coronary E4 6a (Burnell), 12 Puddlejumper E4 6a (Burnell), 13 
Just Another Dead End Job E5 6a (Rimmer), 14 A Career with Prospects E4 6a (Barton), 14i Extra Over E3 5c 
(Burnell), 15 Bolt Revolt E4 6a (Burnell), 16 Afterburn E4 6a (Burnell), 17 Sycophants E4/5 6b (Rhodes), 17i 
Skyjack E5 6c (Leach/Berzins), 18 Brooklyn Girls E4 6b (Haslam), 19 Frankenstein E4 6a (Haslam). 
Photo: Mick Ryan. 

Possibly the shortest E5 in 
Wales was put up on a buttress 
left of Craig y Llyn, when Johnny 
Dawes, no giant himself, 
ascended Honourary Grit (6c/7a) 
a climb which packs crystal 
moves, friction laybacking and a 
final dyno for a sidepull, into a 
meaty 25 feet. Another short 
desperate was the amazing solo 
by John Silvester, of the huge 
overhanging boulder roof by the 
river below Clogwyn y Wenallt -
the Tawg : In Homage toa Hound, 
takes a crack/layaway which 
overhangs 45° for its first 25 feet 
and is modestly graded at 6a! 

In the Lledr Valley on Craig 
Rhiw Goch, Magalomania (E1 5c) 
by Pete Wright, Niall Baker and 
Mike Walker takes the crack and 
wall right of Reign whilst in 
another little frequented area, 
Craig Gynifach on the Rivals. My 
Secret Garden (E5 6b) is a steep 
and strenuous line by Haston, Joe 
(the Baron) Brown and Jimmy 
Jewel. 

ldwal 
The pocketed face right of 
Homicide Wall gave Ian Carr and 
Charlotte Hal/the exciting 
Hangman's Return (E4 6a) and 
down on the Milestone Buttress, 
the same pair put up a Suivant(E3 
6a) which takes the wall L of the 
pinnacle mentioned in the 
description of En Passant. 

North Wales Limestone 
Recently on Pen Trwyn the second 
cave system along Marine Drive 
has seen much activity. Norman 
Clacher was first in line with his 
route Mumbo Jumbo (E2 5c) . 
Dave Lyon was quick to realise the 
potential of this "new" crag and 
added a further seven routes . 
From right to left the obvious 
bolted lines are: The Triad (E4 5c), 
Purple Tight Fright (E4 6a), Pink 
and Black (E4 6a), Fears for Tears 
(E3 6A), Tears as Souvenirs (E2 5c), 

Mumbo Jumbo (E2 5c), Brothers 
in Arms (E3 6a) and Parting Shot 
(E46b) . 

Elsewhere on Pen Trwyn Clacher 
has discovered He/gar's Fury(E3 5c) 
to the left of Hagar the Horrible, 
Dave's Rent a Drill Co. (E2 5b) right 
of Secondhand Daylight, The Mile 
High Club (E3 6a) up above the 
buttress containing Reading 
Henry by the Road, and Lucky 
Eddie (E2 5c) right of The Benji 
Bee. By far the best and hardest 
new route in the area for some 
time is Tim Freeman's Up to the 
Hilt (E6 6c) - a very powerful 
problem which breaches the 
impressive central roof of 
Monster Buttress at its widest 
part. The glaringly obvious girdle 
ofYellowWall was climbed by up 
and coming local climber 
Anthony Ingham and Pete Bailey, 
giving Trivial Pursuits (E4 6b) . 

George Smith has also been 
active on Great Orme, climbing 
some fine new routes. The best 
looking of these is Primeval (E5 6a), 
up the back wall of Surprise Zawn . 
Nearby he also discovered Crinkle 
Crank (E4 6a) and freed the aid 
point from Crinkle Crack at E5 6b. 
Finally, Dave Lyon with his usual 
partner Dave Summerfield 
climbed two fine E3 5c's right of 
Stretcher on St Tudno's Buttress, 
Speed Livin' and Red October. All 
the above routes will appear in the 
next guidebook to North Wales 
Limestone, due out later this year. 

Andy Pollitt 

YORKSHIRE LIMESTONE 

Yorkshire's New Climbing Wall 
The poor weather has resulted in 
the lower Central Wall at Malham 
being turned into a climbers' 
gymnasium. Mick Ryan, Mal 
Haslam, Greg Rimmer and Tony 
Burnell have been responsible for 
many of the routes, most of which 

are about 12m in length, peg and 
bolt protec!ted and leading only to 
an abseil point. The routes are 
smaller versions of those under 
the Main Overhang. The hordes of 
climbers and in situ protection 
have given rise to adverse 
comments, but the routes 
themselves are popular. 

The only recent climb to the top 
of the crag is Martin Berzin's 
Skyjack(E5/6 6b, 6a) but even then 
the first pitch was free climbed 
first by a misled Mark Leach at 6c 
before an easier way was found 
and the route completed! The 
inevitable girdling ofthewall has 
also started with a girdle of the 
right side by Tony Burnell at E5 6b 
and one of the left side by Paul 
Craven at E5/6 6b. 

Moving away from the circus of 
the obscure on the lower wall 
there has also been activity at the 
rest of Mal ham. Rimmer and Ryan 
climbed the instantly popular 
Appetite (E4/5 6a) which breaks 
out leftwards from Yosemite Wall, 
while Steve Rhodes sneaked in 
Donald Ducked (E5 6b) when the 
would-be first ascensionist went 
for a rest! 

Martin Berzins had also filled 
one or two gaps. Tremolo (E6 6b) 
is a line right of Space Race; 
Cadenza(E5 6b) is the wall right of 
Caveat, Crash Dive (E5 6b) takes 
the grey streak right of Morning 
Light, and last but by no means 
least Ringo is now free at E5 6c. 
Berzins also chopped the bolts 
placed close to natural protection 
on the upper Carnage wall - the 
grade of the route over the 
capping roof remaining at E5 6b. 

Goredale has also seen activity 
in the dry summer. John Dunne 
disposed of the aid point on 
Emission Control (E6 6c). Perhaps 
it should now be re-re-named 
Masochism Tango? Big Splash 
lost its three aid points at a 
modest E4 6b to Martin Berzins 
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and Chris Sowden who also 
climbed Darkness Beckons (E5 
6b/c) and Metazones(E4 5c, 6a) to 
the wall on the right of Big Splash. 
Greg Rimmer and Mick Ryan 
found two serious wall climbs 
around Nothing to Declare -
Decres Nisi (E5 6b) is a direct 
finish to that climb while A New 
Underground (E5 6a) is a direct 
line through its traverse. 

At Yew Cougar Scar, Steve 
Rhodes eventually climbed The 
Power and the Glory (E6 6b) to the 
left of Staying Power - a notable 
addition . 

On gritstone John Dunne has 
added two important bone
breaking horrors at llkley - Snap 
Decision (E7 6c) is the scooped 
wall right of Wellington Crack 
while Countdown to Disaster (EB 
6c) is the arete right of Blind 
Valley. Both routes were 
(understandably) top-rated first. 
Countdown to Disaster was 
previously recorded as Premature 
Burial by Phil Garlick, who 
appears to have recently 
withdrawn his first ascent claim. 
Also at llkley, Dunne and Dean 
Eastham soloed Desperate Dredd 
(E4 6a), the arete left of Highfield 
Corner, and Dunne soloed the 
well brushed wall left of Little 
Kaiser on Doris Buttress, to give 
Deathwatch (E6 6c) . 

Martin Berzins 

DERBYSHIRE 
Limestone 

Finally, with periods of excellent 
weather, the climbing season is at 
last going ahead full steam with a 
stream of high standard routes on 
grit and limestone. 

Probably the most important 
route that has been climbed for 
quite a while is Chris Gore's route 
to the right of Mi/ler's Tale at 
Rubicon Wall. Kudos has been 
given the grade of E7 7a, and is 
recognised as a definite step 
forward in technical standards. 
Moffatt had tried the wall a couple 
of years ago, and more recently 
Ben Moon had made several 
attempts. Gore, believing that all 
interested parties had left the 
route, felt justified in placing a bolt 
and climbing the route, even 
though previous attempts on the 
wall had deemed that a bolt was 
not necessary. Upon Ben Moon's 
return from Germany, where he 
had been repeating some of the 
country's hardest routes, he 
soloed the route, proving that the 
bolt was not necessary-for him at 
least - and he had this to say: " ... I 
feel very strongly against the bolt 
that has been placed, but it seems 
that if I were to remove it, it would 
cause even more aggression 
between certain people than there 
is at the moment. I realise that there 
has been a misunderstanding, but 
maybe we should all ·just think a 
little bit more before it's all too 
late! The bolt will remain there." 

Although Moon did not agree 
with the bolt he did confirm the 
given grade of E7 7a. To have the 
last word, Moon then went on to 
climb a desperate direct finish 
where Kudos goes right; Hot Fun 
Closing, at EB 7a, ill all probability 
has the title of Britain's hardest 
route at the moment ... 

After this crowning glory, Moon 
then went on to attempt the scoop 
below the finish of No Jug, No 
Thug also at Rubicon Wall, a 
superb line eyed by many. After 
several days of effort Moon made 
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it to the break on No Jug ... only to 
pump out and fall off. Upon his 
return to the route after a trip to 
Italy, Moon, to his utter disgust, 
found that the holds on his route 
had been chipped off! It is 
believed that aid climber Chris 
Craggs, who originally climbed 
the arrogantly named Free That 
You Bastards (A 1 ), a line to the 
right of Moon's attempted line, 
was the perpetrator of this 
mindless act. It never ceases to 
amaze that in a supposedly 
mature society, climbers can still 
commit such puerile acts. 

Rubicon Wall also saw the 
welcome return of a repaired 
Andy Pollitt, who was straight 
back into climbing new routes. 
Cora (E5 6b) climbs the wall 
between Piranha and White Bait, 
starting up the former route. The 
weeping wall to the left of Coot 
has finally been climbed by 
Quentin Fisher over a period of six 
months; Let the Tribe Increase 
receives the grade of E6 6b (it does 
seen rather a long time to spend 
on a 6b route!) . Nearby, on Moat 
Buttress, Pollitt free climbed 
Excalibur at E5 6b, placing a bolt 
belay just above water level. 

Further up the river, on Central 
Buttress, Richard Davies climbed 
the fine line to the left of In Bulk, 
producing a three star route, La 
Belle Age (E5 6a/b). 

On Ravenstor, Pollitt, after 
thirteen days of continuous effort, 
succeeded in climbing the wall to 
the left of Rooster Booster, 
centred on the old aid line Free 
and Easy, which gives the cliff its 
first major addition for quite a 
while. Pollitt, unlike the majority 
of top climbers, chose not to 
practise or top-rope the route 
prior to or during his ascent 
(although he had to abseil and 
clean the route). Chimes of 
Freedom was given E7 6c, 
although Ron Fawcett on the 
second ascent inadvertently 
passed the crux to the rig ht at E6, 
where Pollitt chose to follow the 
original aid line at E7. 

At Stoney Middleton, Mark 
Pretty straightened out his own 
route Stay Hungryto give La Belle 
et la Bete (E5 6b). Davide Cope 
climbed a new direct start to Wall 
of Bubbles to give a very hard 
sequence of moves, Au revoir 
Monodoigt (6c+ ). 

Chee Dale, as ever, has seen the 
largest amount of activity, with a 
fine number of major lines being 
climbed. Of note is Chris Gore's 
route to the right of Korab/in on 
Chee Tor. Ogre takes the 
impressive wall below Ape 
Escape, finishing up that route, 
and sports the grade E7 6c, 
although the route may well be 
impossible for the short and 
easier for the tall. The latter was 
proved true when Ron Fawcett 
made a fine one-day second 
ascent of the route, thinking it 
E6 6c for his height. 

On the Cornice opposite, Gary 
Gibson has been beavering away 
with his battery operated drill! -
closely followed by Mark Pretty. At 
the far left hand end, Gibson 
climbed the fine looking roof and 
wall Old Man River(E5 6b); 
subsequent ascents have 
confirmed the quality. To the right 
of this route Gibson climbed 
another roof and wall to produce 
Snails of the Riverbank (E5 6b) . 
Taking·the same start as Snails ... 
Pretty took a leftward line which 
made him The Nai've and 

Sentimental Lover at E6 6b. This 
gives a harder alternative to the 
former route. Further along the 
wall to the right of The Big Store, 
Gibson climbed Big Zipper (E6 6a), 
an excellent route at the lower end 
of its grade. In the area of 
Cosmopolitan, Pretty climbed two 
fine routes: Mandy (E6 6b) takes 
the wall to the right of 
Cosmopolitan (this saw 
subsequent flashed ascents from 
Ben Masterson and Gore who 
both thought the route of good 
quality but low in the grade); and 
to the left of Cosmopolitan Pretty, 
after five days of effort, climbed a 
very hard leftward trending line, 
Unleashing the Wild Physique, an 
excellent route at E6 6c. (Masterson 
claimed the second ascent, 
confirming quality and grade.) 

On Two Tier Buttress, Simon 
Nadin has been busy climbing 
lines on the upper tier. The best of 
these is aptly named The Sea is a 
Large Paper Bag (E6 6c). This route 
takes the wall and shallow groove 
at the right hand end of the tier 
and is said to be superb. Nadin 
climbed the smooth wall and roof 
to the right of The Sea is ... and 
the route, The Tier Drop Xplodes, 
has been given the grade of E6 6c. 
Finally on this buttress Nadin free 
climbed the second pitch of Osiris 
at E6 6b, and humorously 
renamed it Curse of the Mummy. 

Gritstone 
On Curbar Edge, Johnny Dawes 

has succeeded in climbing the 
groove to the right of Profit of 
Doom. This was considered by 
some as one of the last great lines 
on Derbyshire gritstone. The route 
was tried many years ago by Hank 
Pasquill and tentatively named 
The Bender. Ron Fawcett had 
previously climbed the upper 
section of the groove line coming 
on from Profit. .. , Rigid Digit, thus 
avoiding the lower section. Dawes 
climbed the route over a couple of 
days, finding surprisingly good 
protection in the groove. Janus, as 
the route is to be named, is given 
the grade of E7 7a, although 
Dawes stated that there isn't a 7a 
move on the route!(?). 

The long awaited second ascent 
of Jonny Woodward's Beau Geste 
at Froggatt was a closely fought 
battle between Mark Leach and 
Johnny Dawes, both vying for the 
coveted second ascent. After two 
days of effort Dawes was there 
first, closely followed by Leach . 
Probably most impressive of all 
was Tony Ryan's fourth ascent, 
with only one fall! All 
ascensionists thought the route 
E6 6c and of excellent quality. Also 
on Froggatt, John Dunne 
repeated Dawes's Benign Lives, 
thinking it more worthy of an 
E6 6b grade rather than the E7 it 
was originally given. 

As well as some fine repeats 
Dunne has been active on the first 
ascent front. At Burbage South he 
climbed the wall above Sickle 
crack, to give Life Assurance 
(E6 6b), and at Barf,ford he 
climbed the superb looking 
groove below the main crag 
mentioned in the Stanage guide 
to give High and Dry (E6 6b). 

Gardom's edge continues to 
give out the odd gem. John Allen 
climbed the overhang to the right 
of Lightning Wall, The Igloo 
(E5 6b). 

Allen continues with the further 
development of Stanage with 
some fine contributions. Direct 
Loss(E46a) climbs direct from the 

right hand start to Wall Buttress. 
Boys Will Be Boys climbs the 
superb and imposing wall left of 
Moribund at E6 6b, a serious and 
excellent addition to the crag. 
Finally Allen climbed the wall 
below Esso Extra to give Grace 
and Danger(E6 6c). 

On Higgar Tor, Chris Parker 
climbed the obvious continuation 
to Pulsar, finishing up the arete 
where Pulsar moves left, A Date 
with Elvis (E5 6c). Parker went on 
to Millstone to free climb the aid 
route between Embankment 
Routes One and Two to give 2000 
Maniacs (E5 7a), a route for those 
with small fingers. 

Dave Pegg has climbed the thin 
crack line on the west face of the 
Rivel in pinnacle, after spending a 
couple of days on the route he 
thought Declaration warranted 
the grade of E5 7a . No doubt time 
and subsequent ascents will tell. 
A reactivated Neil Stokes has also 
been active here, climbing the 
wall to the left of Plague; Big Al 
(E4 6c) was climbed after a 10 year 
layoff! 

On Cratcliffe John Allen 
climbed the obvious direct on 
Suicide Wall : The Children's 
House (E5 6c), which looks 
excellent. A hundred metres to the 
right of the crag is a short 
overhanging pocketed wall which 
Allen climbed to produce the 
Chapel of Rest (E3 6c). 

As mentioned in the previous 
Peak District notes, Dawes 
climbed the impressive groove at 
Black Rocks, and has now named 
this Gaia. Dawes also climbed the 
right arete of Sand Buttress, 
Untoward (E4 6b), and made what 
is probably the second ascent of 
Jonny Woodward's Velvet Silence, 
thinking itto be E6 6c. Andy Barker 
made a couple of fine additions in 
this area; Discombobulator(E5 6c) 
climbs the wall above Stonnis 
Crack, whilst Liquid Ab's (E5 6b) 
takes the wall 4m right of Sprain. 

Staffordshire grit has seen quite 
a bit of activity, mainly from 
Simon Nadin . His most important 
contribution as yet is the 
outstanding central arete at Hen 
Cloud, which must now certainly 
rank as one of the most serious 
undertakings in the area. 
Although he has only tentatively 
named it 84 XC, Nadin has 
definitely given it the grade of 
E7 6b. On the Third Cloud he 
climbed the hairline crack right of 
Persistence ; Who Needs 
Readybrek? (E4 7a) and 
Cloudbursting (E4 6b) which takes 
the left side of the Rubberneck 
scoop. 

On the Roches' lower tier, Nadin 
climbed two fine and very hard 
routes in the Swan area, a direct 
finish to The Swan at E5 6c, 
Against the Grain, and to the right 
of this another harder route, Thing 
on a Spring (E5/6 7a). Nick Dixon 
climbed the very serious looking 
scoop to the right of Crystal 
Grazer/Fistful of Crystals to give 
Doug (E7/B 6c), which was 
climbed next to a hanging rope. 
On the upper tier Dixon climbed 
Ou est la Spite on a buttress some 
150 yards right of Genetix. 

At Ramshaw Nadin soloed the 
sharp fin left of Elastic Limit to 
give Dangerous Crocodile 
Snagging (E7 6c), an impressive 
effort. Furthering his dangerous 
activities, Nadin also climbed the 
wall to the right of Ramshaw 
Crack, Never Never Land (E6 6b). 

Chris Gore 



THE ALPS 

Marco Pedrini Killed in Abseiling Accident on Dru 

Marco Pedrini (27) was killed in an 
abseiling accident on or around 
August 17 whilst descending the 
American Directon the West Face 
of the Petit Drus. He had just made 
a solo ascent of the route, and 
evidence suggests that an abseil 
anchor failed . 

Pedrini was at the forefront of 
the new wave of alpine rock 
climbers, and was responsible 
recently for a bold solo ascent of 
Cerro Torre in Patagonia . (See 
Mountain 110.) 

Mont Blanc 
Between 7 and 8 August 1786, 
Jacques Bal mat and doctor 
Frarn;:ois Paccard made the first 
ascent of the Mont-Blanc. The 
route starts from Chamonix and 
leads to the Montagne de la Cote 
where the party made a bivouac, 
then via the Grand Plateau and 
Rochers Rouges to the summit. 
The team left Chamonix early in 
the afternoon and were on the top 
at six o'clock the next day. Some 
time later, on Friday 8 August 
1986, the first ascent of Eperon 
Rocheuses Rouges Superior, on 
the north side of Mont Blanc, was 
made by Patrick Gabarrou, J. M . 
Asseline and H. Bouvard. The 
route, 400m long, involved four 
and a half hours of mixed 
climbing before the party arrived 
on the summit at 1 pm. This climb 
was a celebration of the 
bicentenary of the first ascent of 
Mont Blanc. 

Franc;:ois Marsigny linked the 
BoivinNalleni;ant Route on the 
Pilier d'Angle with the North Face 
of the Aiguille du Midi and the 
North Pillar of Freney. He started 
in the morning from the first Midi 
telepherique and was back in 
Chamonix the same evening 
(28.7.86) . 

During the same period, Benoit 
Grison linked the Bonatti/Gobbi 
on the Grand Pi lier d'Angle (900m 
of rock and mixed climbing in 3 
hrs 30 mins) and the Central Pillar 
of Freney (in 2 hrs 45 mins), both 
in the same day. 

On 8 August, John Sylvester 
and Tim Barnett did the first free 
ascent of the Direct Route of The 
Red Pillar on the Brouillard. 

Petit Dru 
On the North Faceofthe Petit Dru, 
Patrick Gabarrou and Alexis Long 
made the first ascent of the 
Directissima on 6 August. The 
route is situated to the left of the 
Niche on the North Face and runs 
directlytothesummitfor800m. It 
cuts across the Lesueur Route 
(done in 1952) and the Guides 
Route (Yan nick Seigneur and 
Claude Geiger in 1966) - a steep 
and difficult climb, giving free 
climbing in the order of 617a and 
some pitches of artificial climbing . 
The climb is dedicated to Jean
Claude Bertrand who was 
Gabarrou's best friend until killed 

in '75 by rock fall at the foot of 
Gervasutti. 

Between 3 and 5August, Patrick 
Greneer and Pascal Camison put 
up a new 800m climb on the West 
Face of the Dru, between the 
Bonatti Pillar and the Gross Route. 
They graded the climb E.D.-, with 
some parts of 6b to 7a, and 
artificial climbing to A2. The route 
was named Absolu. 

Also on the West Face of the 
Dru, Piola and Steiner (2 .7.86) 
climbed Passage Cardiaque on 
the upper part of the base to the 
snow niche on the North Face, left 
of the jammed block. The route is 
700m long, graded ABO, with a 
section of 6c in a broad crack. 

Grandes Jorasses 
Patrick Gabarrou and Herve 
Bouvard madethefirstascentofa 
1200m directissima, between the 
Walker Spur and the route Rolling 
Stones. The climb took five days, 
with steep sections at 6c, 7a and 
some pitches of A 1 and A2. 

No Siesta is a new route by Jan 
Porvaznik and Stanislav Glydura 
between the Point Whymper and 
the Point Croz. They graded the 
route 7, A2 90°. 

The Aiguille du Midi 
A variation of the Contamine 
Route on the South Face has been 
done by C. Oat and A. P. Rhem on 5 
August 1986. The route, La Paix 
Roquet(180m, ABO, AO, 6c), goes 
between the Contamine Route 
and the De Mesmaker Route. 

West Face of Leschaux 
Patrick Gabarrou and Jean Michel 
Poncet made the first ascent of a 
700m direct route on the West · 
Face. The route has no difficulties 
above 6c. 

Tour Verte, South Face 
On 8July 1986, Oliver Guenay and 
Robert Strauhal made the first 
ascent of Bagafon in 2½ hrs. The 
route has six pitches, all in cracks 
and grooves, on the left of Le 
Piege (M . Piola), with a common 
pitch with the Schawerver/Magnin 
Route. The descent can be made 
via Le Piege. 

Aigulle de Blaitiere 
On 25 July 1986, Japanese 
climbers M. Sato and S. Yoshio 
did the first ascent of Le Fant6me 
de la Blaitiere (170m, E.D. 6b/A0) 
on the West (inferior) side of the 
Aiguille de la Blaitiere. The route 
starts 15m left of the Brown/ 
Whillans. Veronique Peril lat and 
Pierre Schropff did the first ascent 
of Deal Attente (E .D. inf.) on the 
North West face of the Blaitiere. 
The route follows cracks on the 
right of the Triangle. 

Aiguille de Pierre a Joseph 
(2854ml 
Oliver Guenay and Torsten Haune 
climbed Le Nord en Face on the 
SW Face. This new 9 pitch route is 
situated 20 minutes from the 
Leschaux hut in a NW direction 
above a snow gully across the 
glacier. 

The Gendarme of the Peigne 
(3009ml 
A new route has been done on the 
NW slabs between the La Passe 
Mongole route and the Mazeaud 
Route, by M. Sato, M. Gando amd 
K. Makoto, and is graded E.D. 
sup., A0/6c, 250m . 

North West Slabs of the Peigne 
C. Oat, D. and W. Ravanel and 
F. Vimal made the first ascent of 
the Faux Pretres (E .D. + A0/6c, 
200m), a new route in slabs on the 
right of the Gallotte/Grenier 
Route. 

Trident du Tacul 
On the SE Face left of the Theran/ 
Sennelier Route (1960), Daniele 
Caneparo and Dario Ricchitelli, on 
12 September 1985, climbed 
Settimo Sigillo (T.D.+ 300m). To 
the left again, I. Arneodo, M. 
Bagliari, D. Caneparo and D. 
Ricchitelli, on 7 August 1985, 
climbed Weekend in Transylvania 
(E .D.-, 300m). 

Japanese climbers M. Sato and 
S. Yoshio climbed to the left of the 
Lepiney Route, calling the route 
Wagahai Wa Neko Dearu (I'm a 
Cat) (E.D.-, 6a/b AO) . The descent 
was made by abseiling down the 
Lepiney noute. 

Pilier des Trois Pointes 
Toboggan, a route done by Michel 
Piola and Pierre-Alain Steiner on 
16 June 1986, takes a system of 
cracks running through the red 
shield in the centre of the pillar. 
450m of climbing at E.D. inf. (6c 
oblg .) 

Grand Capucin 
P. Grenier and P. Camison climbed 
the Bonatti Route, Voyage Se/on 
Gulliver, and the Swiss Route, in 
13 hours. 

Aiguille Rouges 
T. Renault and 0. Ratheaux did the 
first ascent of Pouce Cafe on the 
South Face of the Aiguille du 
Pouce (2874m) on 4 and 5 August 
1986. The route is 350m high E.D. 
inf. and is situated a few metres on 
the right of the Nomine Route. 

Dent Blanche (4357ml 
Matterhorn (4478ml 
J. M . Boivin and A . Georges 
(Swiss) made traditional ascents 
of the Dent Blanche North Face 
Directissima and the North Face of 
the Matterhorn Gogna Route in 30 
hours non-stop. 

First International Meet of 
Women Alpinists 
The first International Meet of 
Women Alpinists took place 
between 8 and 20 July at E.N .S.A. 
(Ecole Nationale de Ski et 
Alpinisme). Twenty five different 
countries were represented - USA, 
France, Great Britain, Chile, 
Finland, Norway, Sweden, Austria, 
West Germany, Switzerland, Italy, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Bulgaria, Greece, Spain, Andorra, 
Portugal, Yugoslavia, India, Korea, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, Peru and 
Ireland. The meet was organised 
by the CAF (Club A/pin Frani;aise), 
the FFM (Federation Frani;aise de 
Montagne), ENSA, Le Syndicat 
National des Guides and the 
International Association of 
Female Alpinists, to mark the 
bicentenary of the first ascent of 
Mont Blanc and to emphasise the 
important role played by women 
in the history of Mont Blanc and 
alpinism in general. Durier, in his 
book Mont Blanc, stated after 
careful research that from 1786 to 
1876, 80% of the ascents of Mont 
Blanc were made by women. 

During the first week of the meet 
the weather was unstable, so 
most of the climbing took place on 
short rock routes, such as on the 
South Face ofthe Aiguille du Midi 
and in the Envers des Aiguilles 
vicinity. During the second week 
conditions improved, and it was 
decided that the 45women should 
all meetuponthesummitofMont 
Blanc. Some took the normal 
route, via the Dome du Go0ter, 
traversing the summit and 
descending to the Aiguille du 
Midi. A Dutch woman solo 
climbed the Brenva Route; the 
Italian rope climbed the Bonatti 
Route on the Brouillard Pillar; the 
Czechs the Freney Pillar; the 
French the lnnominata; mixed 
ropes (Dutch, Swedish and 
British) did the Route Major on 
Mont Maudit to the summit and 
the Yugoslavs the Kuffner Ridge. 
There was a good atmosphere 
amongst climbers during the 
meet, and 26 mixed ropes climbed 
26 summits. On the evening of 18 
July at the closing ceremony, the 
FFM !;lave medals to !hre~ ?f the 
Alpinists to mark their original 
contribution to the climbing 
world: Sylvia Buscaini (Italian) 
who has participated in as many 
as ten expeditions and who has 
always fought for the recognition 
of women and their achievements 
in the mountains; Loulou Boulaz 
(Swiss) who in 1930 was the first 
woman to climb the Walker Spur 
and the NE Face of the Piz Badile; 
and Christel le Vogele (West 
Germany) who represents the 
new generation of high level 
modern climbers. 
Nadege Chable 
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SIERRA MOUNTAINEERING 
A Short History by Leonard Daughenbaugh 

The climbing qualities of Yosemite 
Valley are well known to climbers all 
over the world. What is less well 

known is that Yosemite Valley is only a part 
of the most sublime mountain range in the 
world, the Sierra Nevada of California. 
Most climbers consider the Sierra Nevada 
as Yosemite Valley and vice-versa, since 
the most modern and publicized climbing in 
the range takes place in Yosemite. There 
was a time not so long ago, however , when 
Yosemite Valley was a minor part of the 
Sierra climbing scene. 

Sierra mountaineering is unique in that it 
developed in isolation, with vir~ually no 
influence from the European mamstream. 
The growth of mountaineering in the Sierra 
was determined by the character of the 
range, its location in the American West, 
and the condition and character of the 
American Westerner. 

By the 1860's, when mountai!leering had 
barely begun in the Sierra, 1t was well 
established in Europe. When the more 
experienced Europeans eventually came_ to 
North America to discover new mount~ms 
to climb, they looked for close, accessible 
areas, along with the conditio~s tha~ w~re 
familiar to them, snow and ice . F_u~dmg 
neither of these nor the normal amemt1es to 
which they were accustomed, such as 
guides, hotels, etc. in the Sierra, European 
climbers left the range alone . . 

The typical westerner and his rela~ionsh1p 
to mountaineering was aptly descnbed by 
Edmund Coleman, an English mountaineer, 
as "those who come out to the Western 
States do so either to make money, or to 
build up a home for themselves . and 
families; consequently, they hav~ ne1th~r 
the time nor the money to spend m what 1s 
generally considered to be a visionary, if not 
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a foolhardy , pursuit. " 1 Survival was enough 
of an accomplishment. 

Therefore, when Californians finally did 
take to the Sierra, neither they nor the 
range had much mountaineering hi_story_ or 
contact with the outside mountameenng 
world. Sierra mountaineers were on their 
own. Francis Farquhar, the pre-eminent 
Sierra historian, described early Sierra 
mountaineering as being "done largely by 
hardy explorers who went to the summits to 
see what they could see, or in some cases 
merely to prove tha~ the_y could get there. 
Occasionally , there 1s evidence of a certam 
zest for the climb itself. This period was 
followed by one of vigorous, joyful scrambl
ing, frequently daring , quite lacking in any
thing that could be called sound 
technique. "2 

The Sierra mountaineering era began 
with the first exploration of the range in 
1827 and lasted slightly more than 100 
years. It was supplanted _by the techmcal 
climbing age which contmues today. For 
thousands of years before this, however, 
Native Americans travelled mto the Sierra 
in search of food, and through the range_ to 
trade with other tribes . Since the mountams 
were also an important part_ of their religious 
and ceremonial life , evidence such as 
legends, artifacts, and structures found on 
the mountains suggests that they were the 
first Sierra mountaineers. Unfortunately, 
they kept no written records , so nothing will 
ever be known, for sure, of their exploits. 

Jedediah Smith made the first recorded 
ascent of a Sierra peak. In 1827, while 
attempting the first crossing of the range , 
Smith "stood on a high peak. "3 . 

The first recorded climbing in Yosemite 
was undertaken by members of the Joseph 

Walker party in 1833. Walker's clerk 
related that , "Some of the men thought that 
if we could succeed in descending one of 
these precipices to the bottom , we might 
thus work our way into the valley below ... 
but on making several attempts we found it 
utterly impossible ... -1 

In 1863, California Geological Survey 
members William Brewer an d Charles 
Hoffmann travelled through Yosemite and 
climbed Mount Dana (3979m). They then 
attempted Mount Lyell (3997m), the only 
Sierra summit they thought could be higher 
than Mount Dana . "We toil on for hours. " 
Brewer wrote, " it seems at times as if our 
breath refuses to strengthen us. we puff and 
blow so in the thin air. After over seven 
hours of hard climbing we struck the last 
pinnacle of rock that rises through the snow 
and forms the summit ... only to find it 
inaccessible. "5 Mount Lyell is a relatively 
easy climb from most sides. but , as Brewer 
would later remark , "It's easy enough to 
climb a mountain when you know where to 
go.·,6 

The next year, from the summit of Mount 
Brewer (4136m), ... a peak the surv~y 
members again thought to be the highest m 
the Sierra ... Brewer reported: "The view 
was yet wilder than we have ever seen 
before ... Such a landscape! A hundred 
peaks in sight over thirt~en thousa_nd feet 
... deep canons, chffs m every d1rect1on 
almost rivalling yosemite, sharp ridges 
almost inaccessible to man, on which 
human foot has never trod ... all combined 
to produce a view the sublimity of which is 
rarely equaled, one which few are 
privileged to behold."7 They had finally 
sighted the highest peaks of the Sierra, the 
Mount Whitney group. Clarence King and 

The wide open spaces. A unique photo of a Sierra Club group on the summit of Mount Lyell in 1904. Photo courtesy of Edward Taylor, 
Parsons Collection, Sierra Club and William E. Colby Memorial Library. 

The immortal John Muir, visionary and 
conservationist. Photo: Bancroft Library, 
University of California , Berkley. 

Richard Cotter then attempted to reach smooth roof-like slope, where the least pull 
them . Thus began the best-known Sierra would have dragged him over the brink. He 
mountaineering expedition. Instead of had no brace for his feet, nor hold for his 
climbing Mount Whitney (4418m), they hands, but had seated himself calmly, with 
made the first ascent of Mount Tyndall the rope tied round his breast, knowing that 
( 4273m). On the return trip, Cotter's boots my only safety lay in bein& able to make the 
fell apart and they had to stop "to make him climb entirely unaided. "1 
moccasins of provision bags and slips of This trip also marked the beginning of 
blanket. "8 On the last day of their five-day King's obsession with being the first to 
adventure , "Cotter's feet were severely cut; stand upon the summit of Mount Whitney . 
his tracks on the snow were marked by The same month, he made another unsuc-
stains of blood. "9 cessful attempt. In 1871, King tried again, 

This trip also marked the first recorded and thought he had been successful, but 
use of the rope in Sierra mountaineering. later discovered that bad weather had pre-
As King later described it: "I planted myself vented him from seeing that he had again 
against the rock, and he (Cotter] started climbed the wrong peak, this time Mount 
cautiously up the wall. Looking down the Langley (4275m) . When he finally stood on 
glare front of ice , it was not pleasant to the summit of the real Mount Whitney in 
consider at what velocity a slip would send 1873, it had already been ascended that 
me to the bottom, or at what angle, and to same season by two other parties . 
what probable depth, I should be projected 
into the ice water. Indeed, the idea of such Later in 1873, John Muir , a Scottish born 
a sudden bath was so annoying that J lifted naturalist, attempted to climb Mount Whit-
my eyes toward my companion. He reached ney. His habit of carrying no equipment and 
my farthest point without difficulty ,. an~ very little food was almost his undoing. 
made a bold spring for the crack, reachmg it Muir wrote, "I reached the summit needles 
without an inch to spare ... As J tied it (the about 11 o'clock that night & danced most 
rope] round my breast, Cotter said to m_e, in of the time until morning as the night was 
an easy, confident tone, "Don' t be af~aid to bitterly cold & I was in my shirt sleeves . " 11 

bear your weight." I made up my mmd to He returned two days later to complete the 
make that climb without his aid, and hus- ascent. 
banded my strength as I climbed from crack Muir completed his initial major Sierra 
to crack. I got up without difficulty to my ascent in 1869 when he solo-climbed 
former point, rested there a moment, hang- Cathedral Peak (3335m). This was one of 
ing solely by my hands, gathered every the most difficult climbs that had ever been 
point of strength and atom of will fo: the done in the United States. It was also, for 
reach, then jerked myself upward w1~h a Muir "the first time I have been at church in 
swing, just getting the tips of my fmgers mto California, every door graciously opened 
the crack . . . As I rested my body upon the for the poor lonely worshiper. " 12 

edge and looked up at Cotter, I_ saw that, In 1872, Muir managed a solo first ascent 
instead of a level top, he was s1ttmg upon a of Mount Ritter (4010m). When very near 

19 



the summit: "I was suddenly brought to a 
dead stop," Muir wrote, "with arms out
spread, clinging close to the face of the rock 
unable to move hand or foot either up or 
down. My doom appeared fixed. I must fall. 
There would be a moment of bewilderment, 
and then a lifeless rumble down the one 
general precipice to the glacier below. 
When this final _danger flashed upon me, I 
became nerve-shaken for the first time since 
setting foot on the mountains, and my mind 
seemed to fill with a stifling smoke. But this 
terrible eclipse lasted only a moment, when 
life blazed forth again with preternatural 
clearness. I seemed suddenly to become 
possessed of a new sense. The other self, 
bygone experiences, Instinct, or Guardian 
Angel, ... call it what you will, ... came 
forward and assumed control. Then my 
trembling muscles became firm again, every 
rift and flaw in the rock was seen as through 
a microscope, and my limbs moved with a 
positiveness and precision with which I 
seemed to have nothing at all to do. Had I 
been borne aloft upon wings, my deliverance 
would not have been more complete."13 

No one will ever know all the peaks Muir 
climbed, since he rarely described them in 
detail and he never left his name "on any 
mountain, rock or tree. "14 

According to Muir, a fellow climber by 
the name of George Bayley was searching 
for "an accessible mountain1 with name and 
fame deemed inaccessible." 5 Bayley, a San 
Francisco stockbroker, found that in Mount 
Starr King (2771m), which he made the first 
ascent of in 1876. He returned two years 
later to climb it again with James Schuyler, 
a Stockton newspaper editor. Schuyler 
described one of the "techniques" utilized: 
"Taking the strong, curved back of the knife 
used for relieving dirt from horses' hoofs, I 
applied it as a lever to a thin slab of rock 
which I succeeded in breaking out. This left 
a nice little ledge nearly two inches deep 
into which I threw my knee and breathed a 
sigh of relief. Mr. Bayley then took the 
knife and pried out a loose slab about ten 
feet long and an inch thick. The footing of 
the slab was not disturbed, but the top being 
pulled out four or five inches it served as a 
ladder. "16 

Standing a short distance from Mount 
Starr King is Half Dome (2695m). James 
Hutchings attempted this peak in 1869, 
finding that "extensive artificial adjuncts,, 
would be necessary. "17 

The first ascent was made by George 
Anderson, a retired Scottish sailor, in 1875. 
After trying such things as tying pitch
coated sacking to his feet and attempting to 
walk up, Anderson "procured drills and a 
hammer, with some iron eye bolts, and 
drilled a hole in the solid rock; into this he 
drove a wooden pin, and then an eye bolt, 
and after fastening a rape to the bolt, pulled 
himself up. "18 Many bolts later, he attained 
the summit. 

In 1884, Anderson's rope, which he hd 
left fixed in place, was destroyed by 
avalanches. That summer Alexander 
Phimister Proctor, who would become a 
noted sculptor, and Alden Sampson 
decided to reclimb this section, once they 
discovered that a replacement rope was, 
according to Sampson, "awaiting the 
advent of some venturesome member of the 
English Alpine Club for its replacement. 
This .aspect of the matter, I must own, 
galled my pride. Should we, forsooth, wait 
for some foreign sinner to scale a peak for us 
in the American Sierras? Not by a darned 
sight!"19 Their ascent utilized a unique rope 
technique, described by Proctor, 
"Whenever a pin had been pulled out, the 
only way to reach the next one was to lasso 

20 

it and then pull oneself up to it . . . 
Moreover, our ropes had been used in pack
ing and picketing horses for the past six 
months and were rather thin and frayed .. . 
When I reached a pin, my method was to 
climb up on it, always leaning against the 
wall of the mountain, and hook my big toe 
over the pin . . . The only way that I could 
get my big toe over the ring was to double 
up like a jackknife, put my toe on the fingers 
by which I was holding to the pin, and when 
I was balanced all doubled up, pull my fin
gers out with all my weight still resting on 
them."20 

In 1894, Theodore Solomons, a San Fran
cisco court stenographer, and Leigh Bierce 
left Yosemite Valley as part of Solomon's 
search for a "crest-parallel trail" that would 
eventually become the 212-mile-long John 
Muir Trail. Nearing the summit of Seven 
Gables (3985m) and examining the view, 
Solomons found himself "too awed to shout 
... Roughly speaking, one might say that 
the sight was sublime and awful. "21 

The next year, Solomons named and 
unsuccessfully attempted to ascend Mount 
Darwin (4215m). In 1922, Robert Price, a 
San Francisco lawyer, and a companion 
climbed this peak, thinking they were mak
ing the first ascent, only to find that the 
mountain had been climbed twice before, 
the first time in 1908 by Willard Johnson of 
the U.S. Geological Survey and E.C. 
Andrews of the Geological Survey of New 
South Wales. Andrews also climbed the 
detached and very exposed pinnacle that is 
the actual summit, making use of a 
"monstrous icicle one foot in diameter." 
The summit register was left on the main 
peak because, as Andrews started to 
descend to collect some rocks to secure the 
register on top of the pinnacle, he realized 
he would not have "the courage to make the 
ascent of the chimney the second time. "22 

Solomons left the Sierra in 1897, knowing 
that his dream of a high mountain route was 
in the "safe hands" of Bolton Coit Brown , 
and "one or two other indefatigable 
ones."23 

In 1895, Brown, a Professor of Drawing 
at Stanford University, made a solo first 
ascent of Arrow Peak (3950m). Since he 
was low on food and time, Brown initially 
decided not to climb it, but, "In the night I 
awoke and saw its snowy slopes gleaming 
serenely in the moonlight. At daybreak it 
was still there ... it called to me at break
fast, its rocky pinnacles beckoned me, its 
soaring summit challenged me. I could 
stand it no longer. "24 

The next year, Brown solo-climbed 
Mount Clarence King (3934m), the first 
known 5th class climb in the range. On this 
climb, Brown also made the first recorded 
use in the Sierra of artificial chocks and rope 
loops as aid slings. "Poised on a narrow 
ledge," Brown related, "I noosed the rope 
and lassoed a horn or rock projecting over 
the edge of the smooth-faced precipice 
overhead. But a pull on the rope toppled 
the rock bodily over, nearly hitting me, who 
could not dodge. So I took out the noose, 
and having tied a big knot in the rope-end, 
I threw it repeatedly until this caught in a 
crack, then I climbed the rope ... The 
ugliest place of all was exactly at the last 
rock, only a few feet below the top. With 
great caution, and as much deliberation as I 
had used speed below, I finally looped the 
rope over an all-too-slight projection, along 
the upper edge of the side face of the top
most block, and compelled myself to put 
one foot in it and lift myself, and so stand, 
dangling in that precarious sling, until I 
could p;et my arms on the top and squirm 
over. ,,:5 

Brown met Joseph N. LeConte in 1896 on 
the lower summit of Mount Gardiner 
(3934m), each attempting the first ascent on 
the same day. (This was the first of three 
times two groups completed a Sierra first 
ascent on the same day.) They went on to 
make the ascent of the main peak together. 

Leconte , a University of California 
Engineering Professor, made his first Sierra 
peak climb at the age of four. "In the sum
mer of 1874," LeConte wrote, "my father 
took mother and me to the top of Mt. Tallac 
(2967m) and this I remember quite well. We 
went on horseback to Gilmore Lake, I riding 
in the saddle in front of my father. At this 
beautiful mountain lake we put up for the 
night in a small house, and next day climbed 
Mt. Tallac, my father carrying me in his 
arms most of the way. "26 

LeConte's first major Sierra trip took 
place in 1890. It lasted sixty-seven days and 
covered six hundred and fifty miles. 
LeConte described how he and other 
members of his. group entertained them
selves once they reached the summit ridge 
of Mount Whitney, "We went along the cliff 
and rolled huge rock masses to our heart's 
content. We would all get on the ground 
behind one, and with one push of the feet 
send the rock over the cliff, sometimes as 
large as 1/2 a ton ... The falling stone would 
gather hundreds of others in its course, and 
thus the growing avalanche would thunder 
down the cliff amidst the most deafening 
reverberations from the canyon walls, till 
the final crash at the bottom sounded like a 
cannon shot. "27 

In 1903, LeConte, James Hutchinson, a 
San Francisco lawyer, and James Moffitt 
completed the first ascent of North Palisade 
(4341m). Being on the verge of giving up 
the attempt, LeConte discovered "a ledge 
along the wall which had been invisible 
from below ... The ledge was three or four 
feet wide, but sloped at a high angle away 
from the wall, so that crawling along it was 
a somewhat unpleasant operation ... Oh 
the excitement of the minutes that followed! 
One who has not been in a similar position 
can never realize our feelings as foot by foot 
the upward path was won ... and instantly 
the stupendous panorama of precipice, 
glacier, and desert burst upon us. "28 

James Hutchinson's initial Sierra first 
ascent was Matterhorn Peak (3738m) in 
1899. More difficult than climbing the peak 
was deciding which peak to climb. Hutchin
son's brother Lincoln wrote that, "After a 
long council of war, our decision was made. 
We had come for glory; our attack should 
be directed against the peak which was 
highest and apparently the most difficult of 
ascent. What's in a name?29 

Opposite Page: The magnificent East Face 
of Mount Whitney. Photo: Galen Rowell/ 
Mountain Light. 



In 1904, Hutchinson and another 
brother, E. C., completed the first ascent of 
Mount Humphreys (4263m). After climbing 
the last and most difficult section, Hutchin
son "lowered the rope again for the others 
to follow , but they ... the married men of 
the party ... had been deliberating and 
holding a council in the interim , and had 
decided that they had no right to take the 
risks which appeared necessary to complete 
the climb. Instead of attempting to follow 

us , they climbed a prominence which 
formed the summit of the eastern wall of the 
gorge. This they said was 'Married Men's 
Peak ,' and jokingly called themselves 
'moral heroes. "'30 

Hutchinson made his last major first 
ascent in 1920 by climbing Black Kaweah 
(4196m) with Duncan McDuffie and Onis 
Imus Brown . The mountain was in such 
horrible condition that McDuffie suggested 
they "had better hurry over before it should 

fall to pieces."31 It didn't , and, after a 
difficult climb, they reached the summit to 
find , "the only sign of life having been there 
before was an eagle's feather on the 
extreme summit. This we carried away as a 
trophy ... Then a flag-pole was constructed 
from the legs of our camera tripod , a white 
handkerchief was attached, and a flag was 
left floating from the summit. "32 
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Above: The North Palisade first ascent 
team, after the climb. Left to right: Joseph 
N. LeConte, Albert Whitney, Charles 
Noble , James Hutchinson, Ed Hutchinson . 
Left: Norman Asa Clyde - 125 first ascents 
of peaks, and over 1000 new routes in forty 
years of climbing. 
Below: Elisha C. Winchell showing the 
colours on an unidentified Sierra peak. 
Opposite Page: Trundling par excellence 
from Mount Whitney. All photos: Bancroft 
Library. 



In 1901, the Sierra Club, a group 
organized in 1892 with the exploration and 
preservation of the Sierra Nevada as its 
focus, instituted a series of Annual Outings. 
A considerable amount of mountaineering 
was accomplished on these trips. The Outing 
of 1903 accomplished what club members 
considered to be "one of the most remarka
ble achievements in the history of moun
taineering" when they put one hundred and 
three persons on the summit of Mount 
Whitney on the same day. 33 

The outing -of 1912 provided the oppor
tunity for the first ascent of Milestone 
Mountain (4158m), and also signalled the 
beginning of the end of the mountaineering 
era in the Sierra and the emergence of tech
nical climbing. Francis Farquhar was 
attempting the summit block when he 
decided: "Before giving up, there was one 
more ledge that I thought I could reach by 
putting my right hand on a hand hold just as 
high as I could reach and then swinging up 
and putting my left hand there too and 
catching the ledge off to the right with my 
heel. I was just set to do that when I felt a 
crack just coming just about my waistline. I 
reacted instantly forcing my whole left side 
into a crevice of the rock and holding this 
big rock in place to keep it from falling. I 
finally persuaded [William] Colby to get out 
from beneath the rock and let the rock go. It 
landed right where he had been. It must 
have weighed several hundred pounds. I 
was shivering and shaking and my mouth 
tasted all copper and I was about ready to 
fall off when I said to myself, 'I've never 
heard of anyone just letting go and falling 
off a mountain, and I'm not going to be the 
first one. "'34 

In 1931, remembering his Milestone 
Mountain experience, Farquhar invited 
Robert Underhill, a noted East Coast 

climber, to teach a group of Sierra climbers, 
including Norman Clyde, Jules Eichorn, 
and Glen Dawson, the proper use of the 
rope. This group, later that season, com
pleted the first ascent of the east face of 
Mount Whitney, the first major wall to be 
climbed in the range. 

Norman Clyde, the senior member of this 
expedition, was the dean of Sierra moun
taineering. Clyde's statement, "I set down 
my heavy pack and looked about for a 
mountain to climb," typifies his life in the 
Sierra. 35 Clyde probably climbed more 
Sierra peaks, more times and by more diffe
rent routes than anyone else ever has or 
ever will. During his forty years living in the 
range, it has been estimated that Clyde 
made at least 125 first ascents of individual 
peaks, and put up at least 1,000 new routes. 
Clyde once wrote, "I sometimes think that I 
have climbed enough mountains this sum
mer to render me a candidate for 'a padded 
cell. "'36 In 1942, a Mount Humphreys 
climber wrote the following in the summit 
register, "By the way, if anyone knows who 
Norman Clyde is, please drop us a line. He 
must have wings by the number of times 
he's got his name in here. ,,37 

In 1930, Clyde solo-climbed Starlight 
Peak ( 4328m) for a first ascent. After his 
attempts to lasso the thirty-foot summit 
monolith had failed, Clyde developed his 
own self-belay. "I threw one end of the rope 
over the summit, and after descending to 
the base of the spire to retrieve it, returned 
to my former position. After attaching one 
end to my waist, I looped the rope around 
the uppermost portion of the rock and again 
tied it to my waist in such a way as to prevent 
a fall of more than a few feet. "38 

Clyde was also recognized for his ability 
to locate accident victims. His most well
remembered search was for Walter A. 

Starr, Jr. in 1933. After the original search 
party had left, Clyde remained behind and 
finally discovered the remains high on 
Michael Minaret (3731m). A few days later, 
Clyde and Jules Eichorn "interred the body 
on the narrow ledge where it laif, while his 
father looked up from below. "3 

And so began the technical mountaineer
ing era in the Sierra. The ascent of the east 
face of Mount Whitney along with the 
evolution of the necessary equipment, 
techniques, and acrobatic abilities 
demonstrated that routes that had seemed 
risky, at best, and impossible, at worst , 
were now possible. As more and more 
difficult ascents were attempted, the equip
ment, technique, and abilities necessarily 
kept pace until it was no longer "man and 
mountain." Finally, as in the case of Walter 
A . Starr, Jr., the increased possibilities also 
increased the danger and made it much 
easier for an individual climber to push 
beyond his own limits . The Sierra Nevada 
had entered the mainstream of moun
taineering. 
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TEARS FOR TRANGO 
by Dag Kolsrud 

Like so many other projects, the idea of the 
North Pillar of Great Trango Tower was 
conceived at home in the living room . The 
spark was kindled by a silhouette photo of 
the pillar in the centrespread of Mountain 
49. During the autumn of '83 we formed a 
team: Stein P. Aasheim, Hans Christian 
Doseth, Finn Daelhi and myself. A formal 
application with a cheque for $400 was sent 
to the Ministry of Tourism in Islamabad, 
and after the usual interminable problems 
with gear, sponsorship and logistics , we 
finally left for the mountains in June 1984. 

During preparations we frequently dis
cussed the question of sponsorship, of selling 
ourselves and the expedition to industry to 
realise our aims. With our academic 
background the possibilities of self-finance 
were small, but then our ability to keep the 
moral question on a theoretical level was 
correspondingly greater! However, the 
seeking of sponsorship was instructive and 
gave us some knowledge of the psychology 
of the business world, and the hard work of 
preparation taught us a lot about co-opera
tion and made us feel closer to each other , 
both physically and mentally. 

Our negotiation of lowland Pakistan was 
comparatively painless, despite the usual 
inroads with bureaucracy, the ravages of 
illness, and a hair-raising bus journey. Eight 
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days after our arrival in Pakistan , the four of 
us trudged into the mountains along the 
wild, grey glacier river ofBraldu, along with 
Ragnhild Amundsen , Iver Gjelstenli and 
Haavard Nesheim (who were to climb the 
American Route on the same mountain), 
our Liaison Officer Zamir, 30 porters each 
carrying 25 kilos, and the "slave-driver" -
the porters' skilled chief and leader, Sirdar 
Issa. 

The approach took seven days, through 
dangerous and unpleasant terrain; up and 
down along loose valley sides, partly along 
the wide, ice-cold Braldu river and partly 
across gravel-covered glaciers. 

The view from the valley bottom was 
limited for most of the approach, but on the 
penultimate day there opened up from the 
end of the Baltoro glacier a most awesome 
panorama. Colossal granite massifs reared 
up in front of us and above them slim spires 
pierced the sky. Far away at the other end of 
the Baltoro glacier , we could see the brood
ing forms of enormous 8000m snow covered 
giants. 

We erected base camp in a small, flat , 
sandy hollow between moraine ridges and 
the mountainside, with a clearwater stream 
just a couple of hundred metres away , a 
view towards Masherbrum in the south , and 
the summit of the North-East Pillar of the 

mountain to the north. We paid off the 
porters and quickly fell into the routine of 
base camp hfe , frying our bodies in the 
morning sun before quickly diving for down 
jackets as the sun disappeared behind 
Trango. 

We knew little about the pillar, and had 
planned our climb with no more than three 
or four photos (taken from a distance, and 
showing only the upper part) to help us , and 
some quick phone calls to foreign climbers 
who had knowledge of the Trango massif. 
Yet already on the approach we discovered 

Above: The author contemplates his 
bedtime drink suspended above the aweful 
abyss. All photos Kolsrud collection. 

Opposite: Hans Christian Doseth bat
hooking across to the bottomless crack on 
the headwall of the North East Pillar of 
Great Trango Tower. 





GREAT TRANGO TOWER 
North East Pillar 
The line of the Norwegian route is marked. 



our first mistake when climbers on their way 
out told us that the pillar faced not towards 
the Baltoro glacier, but almost away from 
it. We were very glad to find this out at this 
stage, otherwise we would have been a 
rather confused and worried gang, searching 
on the wrong side of the mountain! 

The morning after we arrived at base 
camp, we anxiously plodded for almost an 
hour across the stone-covered glacier bet
ween Trango and the Cathedral massifs to 
take a closer look at the route. What if it 
turned out to be quite different from our 
expectations? But no, not only did it meet 
our expectations, it exceeded them. From a 
distance of one kilometre several crack-free 
sections remained unsolved, even with the 
aid of binoculars. y./e took photographs and 
eagerly discussed the size of the climb, and 
the time required. Whilst we were doing 
this, the sun disappeared from the pillar - it 
was one o'clock. 

After a few days of acclimatisation, we 
started ferrying all the gear up fixed ropes to 
a large snowfield, which stretched several 
hundred metres further toward the foot of 
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the pillar. From this point we estimated that 
the climbing would progress slowly enough 
for us to acclimatise as we gained height. 
From what we could see, there would be a 
lot of aid climbing, and we had come 
prepared with a large amount of equip
ment: two double Gramichi Cliff Dwellings 
(Portaledges) which would provide shelter, 
6 ropes, 20 litres of paraffin (in case we had 
to melt all the water we needed), food for 
four for 20 days, and at least as many kilos 
of 16mm film and photo equipment, in 
addition to the climbing and bivouac gear. 

We stood at last, with aif our gear at the 
foot of the Pillar, feeling as well prepared as 
we might when confronted with 1.5 vertical 
kilometres of granite. But our broad climbing 
experience, from the Troll Wall and El 
Capitan to the Himalaya, made us feel 
competent to face most things. With this 
official attitude , we pounced on the first 
pitches and moved up to what was to be our 
third camp above the ground. It got steep 
up there for the last few pitches. To start 
with there were easy angled slabs and the 
gear had to be jumarred up on our backs in 

Left: Hans Christian Doseth arranges his 
Walkman prior to the hooking session 
across the headwall. 

Opposite Top: The climbing was dogged by 
uncertain weather. Doseth is seen starting 
out on the upper part of the route, which 
involved a detour to the right. 

Opposite Bottom: Climbing on the lower 
buttress was often in meltwater runnels, 
which forced the team to use aid. 

several stages. It was a relief to change over 
to hauling. We hung our Camp 3, made 
from Portaledges, in the bottom of a several 
hundred metre long crack system on the 
right side of the pillar front. We were very 
tired but glad to be in vertical surroundings. 
The climbing had been more or less free, 
with a little aid on wet rock up to the cracks 
we were hanging in. 

Further up the crack there was a lot of 
free climbing at VI+ with some aid sections 
necessitated by melt water in the crack. The 
line was continuous an_d elegant, the rock of 
the best granite - an aesthetic pleasure 
indeed. Unfortunately, the good weather 
didn't last and showers moved in, but the 
temperature stayed over 0°C and there 
wasn 't any wind. 

We climbed with two leading and two 
hauling, moved camp, filmed and/or had a 
rest day. We fixed ropes and stretched them 
between camps either as high as they would 
reach or to a suitable new camp site, then 
moved ourselves, with the luggage following . 
It was rather like a large caterpillar. On 
some days we made good progress, other 





Great Trango Tower (centre) rests amid an 
ocean of perfect granite. With recent 
developments in the Chamonix area in 
mind, perhaps this area will become a 
Himalayan crag climbing ground. 

days only one and a half pitches. While we 
were on the lower pillar it rained every day , 
which soon slowed us down. 

We set up Camp 4 at the top of an enorm
ous detached flake with big blocks and a 
cornice. From here we traversed over to the 
left side of the pillar and the exquisite 
Yosemite-style cracks ended. Camp 5 was 
suspended on top of another detached flake 
above some slim diedres. 

The rock steepened and became rougher 
as the route followed a defined melt water 
line falling from the great cornice at the foot 
of the upper pillar. We were trapped by an 
enormous diedre which unfortunately 
offered wet , dirty and undefinable technical 
climbing. Leading up to Camp 6 were some 
pitches of A3/4, and as they were situated 
right in the middle of a stream they took 
most of a day each and necessitated the 
considerable use of skyhooks and cop
perheads. The last part of the lower pillar 
was made unpleasant by large amounts of 
water, and sludge slides coming from the 
cornice, but at least it wasn't dangerous . 

After 11 days and 25 pitches, we finally 
stood atop the rotten snowfield and gazed 
up at the near vertical headwall. The snow 
provided no shelf; it just lay there over an 
easy angled but sharp ridge where the lower 
pillar and headwall met. The flanks of the 
ridge plunged steeply down on both sides 
into avalanche gullies and ice.fields. 

We had reckoned on a week for the lower 
pillar , but changing conditions and 
weather , inefficient organisation of gear 
and tasks, and the rigmarole of filming had 
slowed us. Maybe we had underestimated 
the mountain a bit too, even if we had been 
able to do the lower part in half the time 
with better conditions and less baggage. 

The headwall looked terribly steep, and 
we estimated it to be about 500 metres high 
with at least 15 pitches . This allowed for a 
detour to reach the diedre/chimney and 
crackline which fades away about 150 
metres above the snow ledge . 

It took us four exhausting days and five 
pitches to reach the crack system. We 
arrived there by climbing in a bow out to the 
right and back. Two good pee cracks 
petered out and from there hooking, drilling 
and pendules to the right led to an Africa
shaped flake. There then followed some 
bat-hooking up to the left , broken by a 
Thank God Ledge and an expanding flake 
which brought us to the foot of the crack . 
During the last bout of long and heavy dril
ling , only Bruce Springsteen 's Working on 
the Highway pumping in our ears from the 
Waikmen kept us going. 

Gradually it became clear that we were 
running out of time. Our food supplies were 
rapidly dwindling despite a starvation diet , 
and by the time we reached the crack we 
only had enough left to last four people for 
four days. There was still a long way to go , 
over unknown ground, and it could easily 
take four days to reach the top with at least 
three days to get down. Abseiling would be 
the only method of retreat if we wished to 
recover all the gear , including the photo
graphic equipment and all the exposed film. 
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Prospects for success looked dismal. 
I had hinted earlier at the possibility of 

two of us descending with as much gear as 
possible, thus giving the two remaining 
more chance of reaching the top. It would 
be better for half the team to reach the very 
top than for all of us to make it only 90% of 
the way. 

Sti_ll , it ' s one thing to acknowledge a con
cept intellectually, but quite another actually 
to put it into practice. Of course nobody was 
keen to return , and we discussed the matter 
for a couple of days. In the meantime we 
continued, and the crack opened to an 
offw1dth of such difficulty that lack of 
protection and general exhaustion made it 
impossible to free climb. In addition, the 
ropes were stretched out , and if someone 

was going to turn back it had to be now, 
before we moved our camp upwards. With 
no other fight than that of personal internal 
conflict , between one's own desires and 
ambitions and a wish to be back on the 
ground with all its comforts, we reluctantly 
came to a unanimous decision. Stein and I 
returned early one morning, while Finn and 
Hans moved the camp up the fixed ropes. It 
was a sad moment, even though it helped to 
see the other two continuing high above us. 
We got down in the evening of the second 
day and staggered wearily into base camp to 
gorge ourselves. 

Through binoculars, we saw Hans and 
Finn reach the top five days after our 
descent. We had followed their progress 
thoroughly towards the top, and they 'd 

made particularly good progress over the 
last two days. Our exultation that day was 
great , and we lit an enormous bonfire after 
dark as a signal of joy in addition to the 
torch messages we sent every night. We 
were pleased that our split-up had achieved 
results. I had every faith in Hans and Finn, 
but even so I was impressed by their 
achievement, especially in view of their 
hunger and exhaustion. 

During their days up to the top we photo
graphed and filmed them, and from base 
camp we could see them abseiling from the 
upper part of the headwall before they 
d_1sappeared out of sight behind a shielding 
ndge. We agreed that Stein should leave in 
advance for Islamabad, whilst I went over 
to Urdukas to do some filming and photo-

graphy. We expected the summit pair to be 
down on the evening I returned to base 
camp, eight days after we had split up. They 
did not come that evening , and by the 
morning after they had vanished without a 
trace. Careful investigation with binoculars 
pointed to an accident, and that they must 
be lying out of sight by the foot of the pillar, 
or in a crevasse. On the evening of the 
eleventh day I reached Skardu in an 
exhausted condition with a letter from our 
Liaison Officer saying that a helicopter had 
to be put at our disposal. 

The authorities would not grant me a 
helicopter inspection, as this was only given 
to transport the sick and injured, and not to 
search for corpses. It was not till after I had 
made contact with Stein in Islamabad and 

the Norwegian authorities were informed 
about events, that things started moving. 
Because of friction between civilian and 
military authorities and a lack of helicop
ters, It took three weeks to get two flights 
into the mountain. On the first trip I pin
pointed the bodies of Hans and Finn by the 
foot of the pillar. together with sacks and 
gear. But ten days later , when the second 
flight was organised to take them out after 
requests from Norway, bad weather and an 
av2lanche had swept away all trace of them 
except for a few bits of protection. pieces of 
rope and the Norwegian flag. 

We began to realise that there was 
nothing more that we could do. The experi
ence, achievements and victory had become 
quite meaningless and could give no comfort. 
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THE HIMALAYA AND THE 
PACE OF CHANGE 
by Doug Scott 

"Commercialism, bureaucracy and destruc
tion of the Himalayan mountain environ
ment and local culture." The immediate 
effect of reading this editorial brief was a 
flood of impressions that defied order. At 
such times, when so many ideas threaten 
insanity, the I Ching was consulted with the 
usual, relevant result: "Words have influ
ence only when they are pertinent and 
clearly related to definite circumstances. 
General discourses and admonitions have 
no effect whatsoever". So what follow, 
therefore, are a few observations, gathered 
over the years, but made whilst resisting the 
temptation to search for the grand Olympian 
view. In this I will probably fail, as I will also 
fail to avoid an even worse indulgence: to 
pass judgement on others. My observations 
will be set loose only after issuing a warning 
- that bias through emphasis and omission 
will inevitably creep in and that what follows 
is only one version of the truth. I must 
remind myself to be as objective as possible, 
despite the dogma firmly implanted in me , 
that the commercialisation of climbs, the 
burgeoning bureaucracy in mountaineering 
and the destruction of the mountain environ
ment and the local way of life are evils to be 
fought if and where they exist. 

The problems I am to tackle fall into 
three categories: those that are imposed 
upon climbers, e.g. by politicians, as· in 
Russia , where the authorities are pushing 
for high altitude climbing to become an 
Olympic event, and by bureaucrats who, 
during the winter when there is nothing 
much else to do, dream up new rules and 
regulations which restrict our freedom to 
climb. 

Secondly, there are problems we inflict 
upon ourselves; for instance, via the grow
ing army of our own climbing bureaucrats. 
Potentially national climbing organisations 
are a problem , as decisions are made by, 
and often for, committee men who may 
have lost their commitment to actual climb
ing. We are fortunate in that the British 
Mountaineering Council is run by active 
climbers at the moment. "The price of free
dom," as Tim Lewis often reminded us, "is 
eternal vigilance." 

The media in general will not only do 
much to change people's attitudes to climb
ing - but also much more than that - it can 
stop climbing. For instance, when on Baffin 
Island in 1973 we were requested by the 
National Parks people there not to go into 
the Asgard massif as Rick Sylvester was 
sky-diving from the summit of Asgard for a 
James Bond movie. The mountain was out 
of bounds for three weeks. One can imagine 
what might happen if and when, like rabies, 
competition climbing is brought over the 
Channel by the.~elfish or those ignorant of 
the damage they may cause. Then there is 
the effect of sponsorship on the climber 
himself. If it affects him, then inevitably it 
will, to a degree, affect the whole, but more 
about this later. 

The third aspect relates to those problems 
we bring to others, which is what I would 
like to discuss now. 
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Destruction of the Environment and Local 
Culture 
It seems to me after 20-odd expeditions to 
the mountains of Asia, that the effect trek
kers and climbers have on the local environ
ment is insignificant compared to the _va_st 
changes which have swept through Asta m 
the last 25 years. Except on the walk-up to 
Everest, K2 and maybe around the 
Annapurna sanctuary, there is very little 
evidence that tourists have affected the 
local environment to any significant degree 
along other trails into the Himalaya . There 
may well be tin cans and paper but to the 
local people that's exactly what they are, tin 
cans and paper, not litter: litter is a Western 
concept, litter is inevitable as the local 
people move imperceptibly nearer to the 
consumer economy. Even on the run-up to 
Everest there is only one structure built by a 
foreign commercial enterprise, the Japanese 
hotel , which is now struggling to survive and 
may well close. The Himalaya are never 
going to be exploited in the same way as the 
Alps have been by the tourist industry . The 
lack of one very basic necessity - oxygen -
will prevent facilities being introduced to 
cater for short stay tourists. In 1975 I visited 
the Japanese hotel just as a party of elderly 
ladies arrived from Seattle. They had been 
flown into Kathmandu airport, transferred 
to a helicopter, whisked up to the nearby 
hotel airstrip where they were put on oxy
gen, and carried on yaks along a made-up 
stone path to the hotel. There they sat with 
their oxygen masks looking for Everest, 
which failed to emerge from the dense mist. 
For $10 a night extra they slept on oxygen. 
Next morning they staggered off down the 
track, back to the helicopter and their 
onward flight to Thailand, mumbling, "Gee 
if only I'd known it was going to be like this, 
I'd never have come," though they'd never 
walked on Khumbu soil nor hardly breathed 
the air. 

Of course climbers and trekkers must 
play their part in saving the dwindling 
forests - we must bring in fossil fuel supplies 
for cooking and heating at all times. A 
problem here is that Sherpa cooks are often 
unused to cooking on anything but a wood 
fire and that most Sherpas will wish to sit by 
the warmth of a fire in the evenings and on 
stormy days. We should also bring in the 
bulk of our foodstuffs, particularly vegeta
bles and eggs, so as to relieve the pressure 
on the small amount of land which is suitable 
for agriculture; and we should, of course, 
keep the place tidy. All these efforts, how
ever, will hardly lessen the impact of Western 
medicine, as it dramatically reduces child 
mortality and increases life expectancy. 
Population pressure on the land is now crit
ical, causing much deforestation and a drift 
of hillmen to the big towns of the south. 

There are also other effects quite beyond 
the control of trekkers and climbers, par
ticularly where roads are being pushed up 
the valleys and airstrips are being bulldozed 
out of the hillsides. Countries like Nepal, 
Bhutan, Northern India and Northern 

Pakistan are high on the priority list of 
donor countries, who pour in men , money 
and materials to help improve the living 
standards of the locals . Obviously, most aid 
agencies and their staff would much prefer 
to work up in the Himalaya than in some 
fever-ridden swamp in Bangladesh. And so 
the environment is being changed: by civil 
engineers, agriculturists, hydrologists , hor
ticulturalists , foresters, national parks 
people, national parks programmes , 
educationalists and doctors. The people 
themselves are influenced by anthropol
ogists, writers, film makers , photographers 
as well as trekkers and climbers. The 
Sherpa at least are not slow to appreciate 
the benefits - it is after all they who are 
opening up the tea houses along the more 
popular trails, it is they who have seen the 
opportunities of the trekking industry and 
have seized opportunities to travel abroad, 
and it has been their salvation. With this . 
pressure on the land and the closing of 
northern borders with China, the Westerner 
has provided outlets. 

As with the peoples of the Alps, the 
Himalayans have for centuries been influ
enced by foreign invasion and culture. This 
lack of isolation has enabled them to integ
rate beneficial aspects of the new with their 
old ways and values, unlike the Eskimos 
who, isolated for centuries, were almost 
incapable of preserving the old ways in the 
face of North American mater~alism . 

It is not really the threat to lifestyle which 
is a problem but the threat to life itself 
which should concern Himalayan climbers. 
There has been a good deal written lately 
about the involvement of local people with 
foreign climbers. This has seldom come 
from climbers or the indigenous population, 
although both have been quoted. Such arti
cles have mostly been written by trekkers or 
trek leaders who may or may not have been 
on an expedition. The first mistake the 
writer makes is to stereotype the Sherpas as 
some sub-species incapable of making deci
sions on their own. Elaine Brooke and Tom 
Laird have both rightly reminded us that the 
Buddhist religion plays a central role in the 
life of a Sherpa. Going on the mountains 
may bring them into conflict with their 
beliefs and the Buddhist hierarchy , but 
when you get down under the dogma, as 
with all of us there are as many religious 
paths to "the One" as there are people. The 
Sherpa in particular jealously guard their 
rights as individuals and in my experience 
they have to be treated and respected as 
individuals. This applies to all the people of 
the Himalaya. Up in Afghanistan in 1967 
after walking up to base camp with 14 
donkeys, one of the donkeymen insisted on 
remaining behind, and that was purely out 
of curiosity to see what we were going to do 
next. He then insisted on carrying right up 
to various advanced base camps although we 
pointed out that there was no more money 

Opposite page: Arna Dablam beyond 
Khumjung, the Sherpa capital. 
Photo: Brian Hall 





34 

U\ 111,reifeC • u!iU fliCII' 

Obgf/er 
•• 

Above: The author with a kindred spirit. 
Left: Climbers must swim with the current of commercialism to some 
extent to finance future trips. Photos: Scott. 

"Most criticisms of well known climbers 
stem from envy. Criticism is only valid 
when climbers resort to exaggeration, 
continuous media exposure, or lying 
through omission. There are few of us 
who haven't been guilty of this at some 
stage in our climbing careers." 



with which to pay him , and all he got and all 
he wanted for his troubles was a pair of old 
boots. Similarly in 1984 Ang Phurba and 
Sila Tamang both climbed Baruntse , for the 
sake of it : as friends of ours and not for any 
extra payment or to carry loads for us. This 
year Sila's brother Nima came to Britain , 
after he suffered severe frostbite on 
Kangchenjunga in the winter of 84/85. On 
the face of it he was the victim of the wicked 
Westerner goading the greedy Sherpa to his 
own destruction , but Nima assured me that 
he wished to climb on Kangchenjunga to see 
how it was up there and to be with his two 
friends Chris and Sheri Chandler. Only the 
Liaison Officer had suggested to him that 
there might be a vicarious spin-off through 
more trekking jobs. He took the risk as did 
Chris and Sheri , as equal partners. There 
was no pressure, just high spirits taking him 
to high places. He is adjusting to the loss of 
some of his fingers and toes , knowing that 
he has new rules for winning now. There 
was no anger, no vindictiveness , only quiet 
acceptance. However, I personally feel that 
Nima was not ready to climb Kangchenjunga 
in Alpine Style and he and any other local 
hill man should have their climbing record 
very carefully scrutinised before being 
invited to climb, especially on 8000 metre 
peaks. 

It has been suggested that the Sherpas do 
not enjoy climbing mountains and that 
going to the summit leaves them unaffected. 
I happen to have been around each time 
Pertemba returned from his three success
ful visits to the summit of Everest , and each 
time he was cock-a-hoop , far more than, 
say, Dougal Haston or Peter Boardman 
after their ascents. And certainly by the 
sounds of it far more so than Tilman or 
Shipton! What was that line from Tilman 
that Shipton reported? "Tilman was so 
moved as to shake hands" on one Himalayan 
summit. Okay, it may well be that in general 
it is the prospect of financial gain that moves 
the unwilling flesh , as it is fame and fortune 
that may move Westerners to climb, but 
once we are embarked on the climb then all 
that falls away as we take that big breath of 
fresh air and start to live again, "When men 
and mountains meet ... " 

Having said all this there are grounds for 
complaint. I must say it took me a few years 
to arrive at a personal decision not to hire 
local people to accompany me into danger
ous areas . If they wished to come along as 
friends of mine and share the experience 
then that is alright. Since 1.979 when Nima 
Tenzing was struck on the chest by rocks we 
had dislodged on the west side of Kang
chenjunga , I decided I would manage with
out Sherpas or local people in such places, 
and my companions on Nuptse in the 
Autumn of 1979 concurred that we should 
not take our Sherpas through the Khumbu 
Icefall where in fact so many Sherpas lie 
buried. I say this, now that I have lost 
interest in big siege expeditions, although I 
have on three previous occasions taken part 
in expeditions that did hire Sherpas through 
the_ Khumbu icefall , fortunately without 
incident. Other expeditions have not been 
S? lucky. In 1973, the Japanese ski expedi
tion lost seven Sherpas in the icefall. There 
have been many other casualties before and 

The Ru._ssians have, for s_ome t!me, b~en pressin_g for mou:1taineering to become an 
Olympic event. Scenes like this one m the PamJTs symbolise the ultimate triumph for 
bureaucracy. Photo: Scott. 

since. I stress that this is simply a personal 
gut reaction knowing that I would not be 
able to rest easy if I were responsible for the 
death of someone I had hired (bribed?) to 
help me climb a mountain. 

Commercialism and Climbing 
(See The Professionals by Tom Patey, 
Mountains 4 & 5) 

Let me begin. as does the Roman 
Catholic Church when conducting vespers 
for the dead , with a placebo to humour 
those that might be mortified by my further 
comments. 

Is it not a fact that the best climbs are 
done by the famous before they become 
famous? Obviously this must be so, if 
"Fame is the perfume of heroic deeds" . But 
first the deed , and the deed was done for its 
own sake, and in my experience from having 
climbed with most of Britain 's regular 
Himalayan climbers, still is - primarily. It 
was the same back in the 1850s, when 
Albert Smith lectured in epic style on his 
ascent of Mont Blanc to packed houses at 
the Egyptian Hall in Piccadilly. He 
attracted criticism " . . . indifferent puns and 
stale , fast witticisms , with an incessant 
straining after smartness" nothing changes' 
But he survived his critics and was invited to 
join the Alpine Club despite his showman
ship. He had set off out on a limb - hitch
hiking to Chamonix and revelling in the 
adventure with no idea where it was all lead
ing except hopefully to the top of Mont 
Blanc. And after the deed, what then? 

Most return to work quite unrelated to 
climbing, but for others willing to "prostitute 
their art" well, take your pick. You can 
write about it ( call this writing?) , talk about 
it (I hope you will be attending my lectures 
this winter) , organise it, make equipment, 
sell equipment , advertise equipment , film 
climbing , be filmed climbing. And recently , 

be pa_id to guide others up 8000m peaks. 
It 1s the latter that is currently causing 

some concern in Pakistan. The Swiss 
climber Stefan Woerner has been taking 
guided tours to several 8000m peaks in the 
one season. As a result , the government of 
Pakistan is now insisting that expeditions in 
future shall book only one 8000m summit in 
one season. This poses a serious problem 
for those wishing to acclimatise on an 
8000m summit before they climb K2 , and 
for those wishing to traverse several peaks 
in one grand tour. The reasons for the 
Pakistani action in this case are by no means 
clear. It would seem that the older Pakistani 
officials are conscious of the amateur tradi
tions of the sport and wish to retain them. 
Also they have to find ways to obtain 
foreign exchange for the government, so it 
makes sense to stop this multi-peak exploi
tation by commercially-minded climbers. 
The point is academic unless, of course. it 
was your pri_vate group that was prevented 
from chmbmg the route it wanted to 
because the mountain had already been 
booked_ by professional guides. All we do 
know ts that the commercialisation of 
Himalayan climbing in this instance has 
resulted in _the rest of the Himalayan climb
mg fraternity losing the freedom to climb as 
it would. 

. As _to the_ other avenues of professional 
chmbmg, 1t ts all up to the individual to take 
on only what he can handle or face criticism 
from other climbers. Most criticism of well
known climbers stems from envy. Criticism 
ts vahd when climbers resort to exaggera
tion, continuous media exposure or lying 
through omission. There are few of us who 
haven't been guilty of this at some stage in 
our climbing careers. 

. After our expeditions , of course, we do 
give the manufacturers who support us feed
back and photographs from the expedition. 
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Above: "The Khumbu ice-fall, where too many Sherpas have lost their lives." 
Below: "Making camp on the South West Face of Everest took on the look of an archaeological dig, and was thus more interesting than 
offensive." Photos: Scott. 
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Personally I usually stipulate that the man
ufacturer is welcome to associate his pro
duct with the mountain and the climb rather 
than with an individual climber on that par
ticular expedition. Most of t_hc manufactm
ers respect this point of view. In Britain 
there is not the scramble for sponsorship 
amongst our climbers_ tha_t seems to be a fea
ture of continental climbing, particularly In 

France . If it were possible that taking_ on 
sponsorship had no effect on other clim
bers, there would be no problem worth con
sidering. For example , if one mem_ber of an 
expedition receives _all the pubhc1ty. a_nd 
financial rewards, this will have a d1v1s1ve 
effect on the rest of the team. unless the 
members have a mature outlook and arc 
familiar with the problem. By 1975 , most of 
Chris Bonington 's team on Everest were In 

the limelight and receiving financial remun
eration of one kind or another from 
activities relating to their climbing, so the 
problem hardly arose as it had to a small 
extent on Annapurna in 1970 and Everest in 
1972. It would be a very advanced team of 
climbers who were not affected to some 
extent by the presence of media sponsor
ship, especially when representatives of TV 
companies and newspapers are actually pre
sent on the expedition. 

There was a bizarre incident on the 
Japanese expdition to Everest in 1973. 
Some of the climbers happened to overhear 
a conversation between the climbing leader 
and a TV producer who said he was reluctant 
to go back without reaching the summit. As 
it seemed to the climbers , the TV people 
would be going to the summit in place of 
themselves , a heated discussion took place 
at 22000ft in the Western Cwm which ended 
with a midnight fist-fight. 

Sponsorship ma_y p_lay some part in the 
choice of mountain , particularly Everest, 
and it can affect the choice of route and the 
style by which that route is climbed. " Blank 
cheque book" ~ponsorship can be_ counter
productive . It is a fact that relatively _few 
Japanese climbers _t~ke part in lightweight 
alpine style expeditions to the Himalaya , 
perhaps due to the fact that they do_seem to 
attract big sponsorship more easily than 
most. The constraints imposed upon most 
of us in the rest of the climbing world, where 
we are forced to watch every penny (seeing 
as it's coming from our own pockets) are an 
inducement to go lightweight. 
The Threat from Bureaucracy 
ls it not a remarkable fact that there are no 
restrictions to climbing in the Alps? Well , 

"Come in number 4, your climb is up." Organ{sed meets on the Continent, like the re_c'?nt 
ice-climbing symposium in Austria, could easily be the precursors for wmtercompet1t10ns, 
a sort of Bardonecchia on Ice . Photo: Scott. 

perhaps you've never thought about it, if 
you have never been to places where thc!·e 
are restrictions. In fact, come to think of 1t , 
why should there be restrictions at all, in 
those parts of the world that are. least 
hospitable , least productive, and with so 
many dangers? Why should they make us 
pay to go there , fill in the forms to go there , 
and take on extra people superfluous to the 
actual climbing? Let us imagine that the 
Alps had been taken over by an alien race of 
bureaucrats, of Himalayan persuasion , and 
during the off-season they had nothing 
better to do than dream up new rules and 
regulations to plague climbers , ncw_ways_to 
increase their power status and fmanctal 
position. Suppose you've been reading 
Starlight and Storm or have been looking 
through Gaston Rcbuffat's 100 great routes 
on the Mont Blanc Massif. You have been 
inspired and fired by those photographs of 
the rippling wind-blasted ICC and the gram 
of the granite standing off the page. If 1t 1s 
the highest peak you wish to climb then you 
will have applied in writing two years in 
advance and paid £2,500 royal_ty. Next you 
seek out your trekking agent 111 Chamonix 
who will put you up in a hotel or. on a 
campsite and will arrange for your briefing 
at the Ministry of Tourism. There you ~Ill 
meet a Liaison Officer, probably a nice 
eager young French gendarme, fresh from 
having dealings with the " an!fla_is sauvages" 
either on Snell's philanthropic field or hving 
it up in and around the "Nash". It would be 
his job to sort out all the problems betw_een 
your expedition and the local population. 
He will speak some English and be keen to 
learn more. The equipment will have to be 
laid out for his inspection. He will need 
exactly what you have including double 
boots, two sleeping bags , etc. etc. And you 
will have to arrange to pay him a wage, 
which this year will be £7.50 a day. _Your 
sirdar will also be introduced to your L1a1son 
Officer and he will confirm that the cook and 
two mail runners have been organised. Next 
the insurance for your porters and staff will 
have to be verified, as will your £3,000 
helicopter bond in case of accident. As many 
as 45 pages of rules will have to be gone 
through and the Ministry of Tourism will 
confirm that you undertake to chmb the 
route stipulated and that you will not stray 
o n to any other. No one else must join your 
team after leaving the office, and if there 
are more than four of you then you should 
have a doctor. If you ever get to the moun
tain and decide to traverse over to another 
summit which you have not booked and 
paid for, well, you can look forward to a 
hefty fine , maybe twice the royalty of that 
peak if they find out, and a five year ban 
from mountaineering in France. You don ' t 
think this can happen in France? Well, it has 
happened in Nepal , India, Pakistan, China, 
Bhutan and Sikkim at one time or another. 
There is more. Supposing you wish to climb 
a peak which is officially unclimbed : in that 
case you must take with you three local 
climbers, all of whom, like the L.O ., you 
must equip as you are equipped, e.g. worsted 
trousers for approach march , worsted shirt, 

jersey, high altitude jacket and trousers , 
anorak , hand gloves, head wear, woollen 
vests, footwear, approach march boots, 
socks , stockings , overboots, sleeping bags , 
air mattresses , tent, ice axe, snow glasses, 
crampons, etc. etc. They too will have_ to be 
insured, paid for and fed for the durat1on _of 
your stay above Base Camp, er, Chamonix. 
Get the idea? Well , I've got used to 1t , but 
it's very hard on young lads coming to the 
Alps - I'm sorry, I mean Himalaya - for the 
first time. You ' ll be really pissed off when 
you pay 5,000 dollars for the Matterhorn (I 
mean K2) and you arrive there with your 
three mates to find a team from Japan with 
50 members , also paying 5,000 dollars , i.e. 
100 dollars each instead of 1,250. 

We all hope , of course, that it will never 
happen here in Europe, but it has in parts of 
America. Yosemite seems to be getting 
worse; in Alaska it 's fairly stable; on Devil 's 
Tower there's room for optimism: at least 
some of the 18 rules and regulations that I 
had to comply with in 1972 have since been 
withdrawn, such as having to wear a hard 
hat , agreeing not to solo, agreeing to return 
to the Ranger Station to re-register for 
another route on completing my first , and 
so on. There is also cause for some 
optimism with regard to the Himalayan 
climbing scene. We all accept the fact that 
we are dealing with "Third World" countries, 
and it 's reasonable for them to capitalise on 
what they see as a national resource: their 
mountains. Our only quibble here is that 
the royalties could be paid on a per capita 
basis rather than a group basis, 1.e. to assist 
the small expedition. 

In Pakistan they have derestricted all 
peaks below 6,000m, which is a wonde_rful 
concession. Hopefully waste can be elimi
nated elsewhere in the set-up. Liaison 
Officers are obviously needed in sensitive 
areas, but even near the India/Pakistan 
border it should be possible to arrange for a 
group of two or three Liaison Officers to be 
quartered in one place. They could then 
tour all the various expeditions coming into 
the area. 

It would be nice to think that the UIAA 
could help in this direction , but being a 
bureaucracy itself it is slow and unwieldy. 
and seems to do little of use besides test 
equipment. Recently they decided not to 
allow Taiwan into full membership of the 
UIAA because China objected - politics 
and bureaucracy dictating to climbers . 

With all the above and lots more besides 
to consider even before we actually get 
round to setting out on the mountains, it's 
easy to see how climbing can become a way 
of life, or at the very least a full time 
occupation. 

I leave you with this quote from Rob 
Wood in Mountain 13, 1973: 

"ls it too late to stop mountaineering 
becoming a commercial rat-race, where 
individual spontaneity and creativity are 
overwhelmed by mechanistic ego-tripping 
rituals, sponsored by manufacturers , 
approved by social do-good institutions and 
propagated by the mass-conditioning of the 
media?" 
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Above: The sensational sea cliff at Conachair on Hirta island, St Kilda, the highest in Britain at 1,397 feet, and still unclimbed. 
Photo: John C/eare/Mountam Camera . _ 

THE DEATH OF REVERENCE 
& THE BIRTH OF DESPAIR 
Reflections on the British Mountain Scene 

by Jim Perrin 
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I Jove this country passionately, expanding 
To its wild immensity as a flower opens in 

the sunshine, 
I am the last man in the world to hate these 

great places 
And depend for my only comfort on the 

theatres and cafes . .. 
I would not rather be sitting in the closed 

comfort of the Pullman, 
A drink before me, surrounded by people I 

know, 
And things I can understand. 

The extract is from Hugh MacDiarmid's 
poem The Wreck of the Swan, and though 
these are not specifically located by the 
passage , it describes his feelings for the 
wilder regions of his native Scotland. There 
is a strategem in using it to preface this 
article. It is not put there merely for decora
tion. It is included to invite you to agree 
with the general sentiment it expresses, for 

without that the mountains are dead . 
The topic with which this article deals -

the desecration of British wild land - puts 
me in a rage , and th(:>Ugh that _response is 
too immediate for pnor analysis, m retro
spect it seems more appropriate than 
merely getting depressed. At least when 
you are in a rage you will fight anything and 
anyone, and fightmg on behalt of our wild 
landscapes is what is neede_d-depression, to 
which one can all too readily accede, all too 
easily concedes defeat. 

I want to start, because this is a moun
taineering magazine (and an international 
one at that , so the peculiarly British slant 
may be of interest to those who enjoy the 
external view), by telling you something 
about cities. Like most people, I was born in 
one - Manchester, to be precise, in the years · 
just after the Second World War, when 
there were ration books for everything, and 

orange juice for the children came in small 
bottles of thick glass. My family lived in 
Hulme, down by the Pomona Docks, though 
what this part of the city ever had to do with 
the goddess of fruit trees it is hard to 
imagine. It was an area of narrow , cobbled 
streets between tight rows of dingy brick 
houses , raggedly punctuated by crofts 
where the bombs had fallen only a few years 
before, traversed by back alleys full of dog
shit, rubbish and broken slates. In winter, 
the whole district often lay for weeks on end 
under a thick yellow industrial smog which 
you drew harsh and gasping into your lungs . 
I can remember the taste and the involun
tary stutter of your breath against it to this 
day. In the summer, when the sun shone 
through the smoke haze, old people placed 
chairs outside their doors and sat there. 
Two old men, wounded in the Great War 
thirty years before , I particularly recall , 
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The small photograph shows the late, great Tom Patey soloing on the 400ftgabbro_cliffs on the western end of Hirta, !aken by l?hn Cleare 
during a reconnaisance trip for a possible television outside broadcast. Every assistance was furnished by the hospitable garrison on the 
island. In the end, the BBC plumped for Anglesey. 

because they both had parts of their face 
and head missing and dreadful raw flesh 
showing through, from the sight of which I 
shrank in horror as a child. 

My grandfather lived in a slightly better 
neighbourhood a few blocks away to the 
south. The Boer War was the one he fought 
in - Bloemfontein, Ladysmith - he could tell 
me the stories. 

There was a park at the bottom of his 
street and in his backyard, by the coalshed 
door,' a chance small clump of brilliant 
green fern croziered out and fanned across 
the wall each year. I think if anyone had 
rooted it up, it would have broken h1s_heart. 
He would touch it, softly and with an 
expression to which I could not have put 
words then but which I now know to have 
been rever;nce, for the mystery of the th(ng 
and the otherness of it in that place, which 
teased at his understanding. It taught me 
something instinctively which remains even 
after he, the fern, the cobbled streets and 
dingy brick, have all gone. The mistakes of 
the town planners which succeeded them, 
the concrete towers and wall-encircled, 
ornamental planted trees, seem to have 
weighed against his reverence somewhere. 
And now schemes and attitudes like theirs 
spread abroad and the wild land, which rims 
the eastern skyline of Manchester and was 
my release from this background, suffers by 
them. 

There is a vision in another city of which 
I am obscurely reminded when I let _m_y 
mind dwell on this theme. I often rev1s1t 1t 
when I am in London, sit in front of it for 
half an hour or so and drink it in. Turner 
painted it and gave it the title "The 'Fighting 
Temeraire' tugged to her las~ ber~h ~o be 
broken up". It's not my favounte pamtmg of 
Turner's - "Norham Castle at Sunrise" would 
be that (or in other moods "The Burning of 
the House of Lords and Commons"), but it 
does present an image which closes force
fully with my thoughts. The immediate 
focus of the canvas is on two foreground 
images - the thrusting, phallic steam-tug, 
and the incubus shape of a black buoy, 
borne out of bloodied waters, for which the 
tug is making. Above the anti-sun of. the 
buoy is the real sun, p3:le and settmg. 
Behind the tug, the belchmg s~oke from 
which is furling around her white spars, 1s 
the lovely sailing ship the Temeraire he~self. 
The painting has extraordinary emot10nal 
force - the whole world of elemental grace 
and light is at the mercy of, dr~wn down b_y 
and into these powerful dark images. In 1t 
Turner - who was a man who knew his 
mountains - gives us his image, rich with 
irony, of all the terribl_e birth an~ death 
which was the Industnal Revolution. A 
century and a half furth~r on, we need a 
similar clarity of perception to understand 
what's happening to the lovely remnants of 
our mountain and hill landscape today. For 
vision is the precondition of action as surely 
as the mountains are still a source of 
spiritual refreshment. 

It is a truism to say that these islands are 
small and overpopulated. South of the 
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Scottish Border you're hard put to_ it at ~ny 
point to find yourself as much as five miles 
away from the nearest road. This is not to 
say that we don't have _wild count_ry, but 
rather to confess that m companson to 
America, for example, it only exists on a 
small and hence vulnerable scale. "North of 
the Border it's different," people (and 
especially the Scots) will tell you, with more 
than a trace of the old, smug, it-couldn't
happen-hereness about their argument. 

Let's test the truth of that assertion by 
taking a look at the fate of a place which has 
the grandest and most remot~ scenery in Bri
tain where the 1 400ft seachff of Conacha1r 
pre;ents perhap; the biggest rock-cl!mb_ing 
challenge still left in Europe, and which ma 
sense even witnessed the birth of the sport 
of rock-climbing - though it was never 
practised as such, but i:ather as a m~ans to a 
livelihood. I'm refernng to St K1lda, the 
group of islands 50 miles ou~ into the_ Atlan
tic beyond the Outer Hebndes_, which la~t 
had an indigenous population m 1930. It s 
now owned by the National Trust for Scot
land to which it was left in 1956 by the Mar
quis ~f Bute "to be held in perpetuity_ for the 
benefit of the nation". It's a moot pomt how 
much benefit the nation might ever have 
derived from this last speck on its outermost 
rim, but the good Marquis pass~d on his trad
ition of responsible stewardship to the NTS 
in the belief that they would conserve the 
natural beauty of the island for future gen
erations. 

The NTS was compromised from the out
set. In 1956 the Government had decided to 
build a missile testing range on South _Uist. 
Sixty miles away, out in the Atlan_tJc, St 
Kilda was held to be the perfect site for 
radar surveillance of missiles launched from 
the range. The NTS, accordingly, acc~pted 
the Marquis's gift and promptly leased 1t to a 
Government body, the Nature Conservancy 
Council, which in its turn designated the 
island a National Nature Reserve and sublet 
part of it to the Ministry of De~ence. The 
Marquis's intentions tow!lrds pubhc am_emty, 
which is the most plausible constru~t1on to 
be put on his phrase "for the benefit of the 
nation" were subverted at a stroke. If you 
were mihtary personnel or a positively-vetted 
birdwatcher your presence could be toler
ated. If you' were a cele~rity climber _on a 
media visit, you'd be hospitably enterta(ned, 
the garrison finding irksome the lonelmess 
of the place. But otherwise, you'd better 
have a good reason for wantin& to go there 
other than just the appeal of bemg amongst 
its natural majesty. 

Even these constraints might be thought 
acceptable if belief could b~ maintained th~t 
the principle of resp'?ns1ble stewar_dsh1p 
which ought to be enshnned 3:s the basic and 
underlying tenet of conservation was ope_r~
tive. But is it? Thirty years after the Marqms s 
will had been so liberally interpreted, the 
South Uist Rarige launches two-and-a-half 
million pounds' worth of mis~ile technology 
irrecoverably into the Atlantic every_day, to 
keep the St Kilda garrison well occupied and 
justify its existence. But th<1t garrison's treat
ment of the Island has betrayed the Marquis's 

trust. Here is a responsible contemporary 
report: 

"The army has scarred the island with 
great ribbons of concrete, masses of gerry
built dwellings, and their space-invader 
domes and dishes on the summit of Mullach 
Geal. They seem to have little regard for 
ancient dwellings, especially on the west 
side in Glean a Bay, where their debris has 
rolled down the 1,000ft slope and destroyed 
many of the 'horned dwellings' unique in 
the whole of the British Isles." 

( The Road Through the Isles, John Shar
key and Keith Payne, Wildwood House 
1986) 

The example of St Kilda is important to the 
British conservation movement for several 
reasons. It suggests what degree C?ftrust can 
be vested even in those large and mfluential 
agencies which profess conservational c~m
cern, and control a vast and mcreasmg 
proportion of our shrinking hill country. 
The records of the NTS and the National 
Trust in England are generally goo?, but 
not unwaveringly so, as examples hke St 
Kilda, the Bradenham Bunker, and the lack 
of concerted opposition to the Cowlyd
Ogwen Water Transfer scheme, clea:lY 
show. And trust is clearly not a quality 
which can bear much qualification. The 
Nature Conservancy Council, though seem
ingly more educable in recent years, has not 
always been seen t_o pursue_ mutuality of 
interest with recreational bodies, and has at 
times been highly exC:lusiv~ in its opera
tions. The military, as its attitudes t<:?wards 
the St Kilda environment clearly display, 
appears, unless most carefully monitored, 
not to give a damn. Those who destroy, or 
who are party to the destruction of any of 
our beautiful landscapes, should not be 



The British hills are studded with the remains of former industrial 
activity, usually on a small scale, unintrusive, and often of intrinsic 
interest to the industrial archaeologist, as in the case of this copper 
mine working (Above). In the case of the Dinorwic Hydro-Electric 
Power Scheme in Snowdonia, its siting in an extensive and defunct 
slate quarry (Right) (now, ironically, of interest to rock-climbers) 
:was in some ways a bonus to conservationists, but the ancillary 
workings devastated the beautiful, high cirque ofCwm Marchlyn , 
and by taking over a local reservoir set off a chain reaction which 
could have resulted in the Cowlyd-Ogwen Water Transfer Scheme 
- one of the more obscene civil engineering atrocities to have 
threatened the British mountain environment in recent years. 
Economically, the Dinorwic scheme is never likely to prove viable , 
and its main purpose has been to provide surge power for the 
national grid when the population of Britain quits the television for 
the electric kettle at the end of Dynasty .Photos: Jim Perrin . 
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"Before we stoop to castigate our opponents . .. we should consider 
whether our own house is in order." 

entrusted with their care. Yet how much 
land lies under their stewardship? 

Having wandered at some length from the 
mean streets and the marbled galleries out 
to the missile ranges and the most remote 
location, it's perhaps time to view the types of 
threat which erode the natural amenity of our 
limited British wilderness areas. They could 
be listed thus: industrial, civil engineering, 
agricultural and silvicultural activity; milit
ary occupation where it involves exclusive 
use or destructive activity; visitor pressure ; 
certain types of recreational usage or use for 
study. These activities bring in their wake 
the associated problems of exclusion of 
access and alteration of the environment. 
There is not one area where an easy answer 
is available to the problems they pose, or 
where a hard-and-fast rule can be laid 
down. In consequence , just as there is no 
single body to speak on its behalf, neither is 
there adequate legislation to safeguard wild 
landscape, and it would probably be against 
government's self-perceived interest to pro
vide it. So the threats proliferate. Scan the 
newspapers any week and see the headlines 
recur: "National Park planners condemn 
water authority 'motorways"', "Scottish 
estate owner resists an army invasion" , 
"Bird Society joins moorland fight", 
"Dartmoor 'betrayal' condemned"; "Low
flying exercises increase to 360 per day", 
"Trust in wrong to lease land", "Oilfield 
plan threatens award-winning coast", 
"Highlands to get 30-mile aerial for nuclear 
submarine control", "Army demand holds 
up Calke land deal" , "Call for action to save 
uplands" , "Paths on Snowdon reach 'motor
way proportions"', "Melchett backs direct 
action on landscape", "Park Chief clears 
way for PWR", "Range shooting fires safety 
fears". Look at the places threatened: 
Knoydart, the Cairngorms, the Monadhliath , 
Snowdonia, Dartmoor, Northumberland, 
Pembroke, the Peak District, the Lake 
District, Exmoor, Mid-Wales , Dorset , Skye. 

"It doesn ' t bother me ," retorts the 
climber, a true spirit of anarchy in his soul, 
"I really couldn't care less. Look, I come 
here to climb, right? I'm not interested in 
politics, I couldn't give a damn. I can go 
where I want and when I want - nobody 
stops me, nobody tells me what I can and 
can't do." 

I wonder how many times, in arguing the 
case for conservation of the environment, 
people have received that response? It is 
quite difficult to counter. It's the old "sport 
should be above politics" red herring, which 
takes as its basic premise that "sport", for 
which those who propound the argument 
profess a quasi-religious fervour, exists on 
some higher plane, divorced from all other 
social realities. It does not, and cannot - the 
sportsman is as much a member of society as 
the bus conductor, the stockbroker, the 
policeman or the tr_amp. The f~ct that he 
displays an aggressive_ lack o_f m_terest m 
politics and puffs out his chest ma Just-you
try-and-stop-me stance is neither here nor 
there, and no more or less than a sign of his 
lack of intelligent grasp of, and involvement 
in, human affairs. I would go so far with him 
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as to agree that the issues of which we are 
talking here transcend to a certain extent 
party-political barriers , but politics (non
affiliated-and-with-a-small-p) mingle inex
tricably with human affairs: "the science deal
ing with the form, organization, and 
administration of a state or part of one, and 
with the regulation of its relations with 
other states". It just so happens that climb
ing, in relation to the other states jockeying 
for position in this wilderness province, is a 
particularly weak state, small in numbers 
and poor in wealth. All right , so you don 't 
care for politics, you loathe the committee 
and the minutely particularised formal 
deposition ("11. 7. It is the view of this 
working party that on all future occasions 
where the necessity may arise, assurances 
should be obtained from appropriate offi
cial sources which will safeguard ... " etc. 
etc.). So do most reasonable people, but in 
some way, by some means (and puffing out 
your chest and saying "Just you try and stop 
me" will serve the purpose sometimes, 
though less and less frequently as the powers 
at the command of the opposition increase), 
you still have to make your voice heard , 
otherwise: 

"Climbers fined for range trespass"; "Wit
ches Quarry closed for climbing", "Hay Tor 
ban proposed" ; "Rights of way ploughed up 
for forestry plantation"; "Increased restric
tions proposed for nesting season"; "Farmer 
bans climbers"; "Quarry extension 
threatens popular rocks"; "Shooting club 
buys climbing venue"; "Military to purchase 
Scottish peninsula". 

None of them can stop you trying to get 
in, but you're more likely to get shot than 
have a medal pinned on that puffed-out 
chest of yours: " ... an Army spokesman in 
Wales warned that there could be civilian 
deaths if people continued to wander onto 
the ranges, ignoring danger signs". 

A curious change now occurs. Our 
anonymous climber - let 's call him Wally 
Naff for convenience - starts to argue the 
case against his own interests: "The water 
boards/estate owners/army/forestry look 
after the land better. They're true conser
vationists. We can always get in there 
discreetly when we feel like it, and the land 
under their care is so much better preserved." 

"So much better preserved than what?" is 
the obvious rejoinder. There is no doubt 
that some landowners and farmers - probably 
even a majority amongst them - do take the 
responsibility of their_ stewardship very 
seriously indeed. There 1s also no do~bt that 
many large private landowners , part1~ularly 
in the Highlands, raise not the shghtest 
objection throughout the greater part of the 
year to walkers and clim1?ers enjoying the 
recreational amenity of their land. _Of course, 
when desire to enjoy that amemty clashes 
with the economics of the deer-stalk or the 
grouse-shoot, then it is pretty obvious w~ich 
interest will emerge victonous, and smce 
those economics are the chief support of 
some rural populations, vested _interest can 
adduce a populist argument m its own sup
port which is difficult to counter.. So the 
concession is made that we must hve and 

let live (whatever our thoughts may be on 
killing for pleasure) , and a slightly uneasy 
status quo prevails. When the Hooray Hen
ries come up from the South and the high 
velocity rifles and individually-fitted shotguns 
by Purdey or Boss are taken out and oiled, 
then we keep off the Scottish mountains and 
the northern moors. The cash nexus and 
violence-to-life rule for a few weeks or 
months amidst the clean air, the midges and 
the rain, and then we 're given back our 
qualified freedom to roam. 

Most British mountaineers find this an 
acceptable enough compromise. Threats to 
its stability emerge from our own ranks 
from time to time - a sponsored mass walk 
scheduled to take place in the middle of the 
deer-stalking season this August through 
the Great Wilderness, the Fisherfield 
Forest in Ross-shire, could not be better 
calculated to upset the applecart. A penny a 
mile and choose your charity! No doubt 
there are some who think it is time it was 
upset, and who are willing to brush aside the 
safety considerations which must weigh 
upon the venture. I suspect there are more 
important targets for their energies, and 
whatever we may or may not think socially 
and morally about the estate owners and 
their sporting activities, their stewardship 
of the land is generally less oppressive 
towards our sport than that of certain 
official bodies. It comes back to due respect 
for the land , and to the extremes represented 
by the Army's lack of regard for the natural 
beauty of St Kilda and my grandfather's 
reverence for his fern. The·landowner does 
care for his land. The government or quasi
governmental agency, be it Forestry Comm
ission , Water Board or Ministry of Defence, 
cannot be relied on to do so. True , they 
plead their own cause as conservationists 
from time to time, but in doing so they 
remind me of Hazlitt's response to like argu
ments: "I see plainly enough that black is not 
white, that the grass is green, that kings are 
not their subjects." On our area of concern, 
you could add a few phrases to that: " ... that 
those who sell archaeological remains do 
not seek to preserve them; that those who 
debar the public do not act in the public 
interest; that National Parks are merely 
notional parks; that the Countryside Com
mission is a running-dog of governmental 
exploitation (and fixed by the government 
as such); that to offer no opposition is to 
admit defeat" . 

Before we stoop to castigate and abuse 
our opponents (if that is what they are, and 
I do not think that we should unswervingly 
identify the military, the forestry, the land
owners or reservoir-builders thus) in the 
war which must be waged to conserve the 
natural mountain environment, we should 
consider whether our own house is in order. 
We daub and dust , carve, chip and gouge 
the rock-faces, decorate them in the public's 
preferred beauty spots ("So little courtesy 
from youths astride the path! " said the look 
on the woman rambler's face) with violently
coloured fronds of tape, leave our chalk 
packets, squares of old carpet and other 
rubbish around their feet. It is climbers who 



Above: Industrial activity, such as quarrying for roadstone which is widely avail~ble from other_ sources, is extensively carried on 
throughout Britain 's so-called National Parks. One of the finest potholes m Britain now hes within yards oft he penmeterofth1s quarry at 
Eldon Hill. Photo: Peak Park Authority. 

Below: In areas such as the Southern Uplands of Scotland and Mid- Wales , forestry, which is being planted at the rate of 50,000 acres a year, 
and farm grants available for marginal land through the European Common Agricultural Policy, are drastically changing the nature of the 
hill-scenery. Photo: Jim Perrin. 
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Pen-y-Holt Stack (Above) and Grey Chapel Rock are natural coastal features of interest to 
climbers and geologists alike. However, they lie deep within the Castlemartin peninsula's 
forbidden Range West, access to them is permanently closed, and attempts at surreptitious 
visits are likely to result in severe penalties. Photo: Jim Perrin. 

do this. What right, then, to criticise the 
rusting tanks which the army leaves on the 
Castlemartin ranges (if anyone cares about 
them)? We break down walls and pass the 
farmer by in surly arrogance, so what belief 
has he when we politely come to negotiate 
for access for a right-of-way? We agree with 
the Naturalists' Trust of this country or that 
to stay away from one cliff or another during 
the nesting months, but we don't tell our 
own number of the ban, and still they climb 
there. The birds go. There are thousands who 
like to see them, or in the abstract are 
offended at their departure. The action re
bounds upon us. Fines and prison sentences 
come to enforce an avoidance we once vol
unteered - their lobby having more political 
clout than ours, for after all, what has politics 
to do with sport? On the mountains, the 
popular hills, the sparse vegetation is worn 
away and the thin soil is washed down the 
slopes, and the scars of erosion spread. 
Workers labour to repair the damage, some 
for no reward other than the solace of 
knowing that they are helping something to 
be done. We curl our lip to decry and 
malign. "You are encouraging incompe
tents and fools up here," we say, "what right 
have they to be on our mountains? Leave 
the scars. Let them spread. They will keep 
people away," (that we, who all too often 
are excluded, should exclude!). What greater 
right have we, the initiates, to Snowdon, 
Scafell Pike, Ben Nevis, than those whose 
first challenge is this assault on their slopes? 
Thus the liberal dilemma. Come to that, 
what greater right have we, the climbers, 
than the gun-club members to exclusive use 
of Wilton or Duke's Quarry, Whatstandwell? 
What absolute assurance do we have that 
ours is the worthier claim? and despite the 
damage they do to the terrain, how can we 
deny the Army exclusive use of vast tracts of 
land in Dartmoor, Pembroke, Northum
berland, when their training is so vital to 
"national security and the defence of the 
realm": 

"A multi-national force of 70 aircraft will 
attack a mock Warsaw Pact airfield laid out 
at Otterburn in Northumberland at the cul
mination of a Nato war game named the 
Tactical Fighter Meet 86." 

Until we have found plausible , adequate 
and truthful answers to all these questions, 
we have no case, no precedence. 

But if - our own house in order - we study 
the factors involved and seriously outline 
what opposition, if any, we have to them, 
we are on the road to preventing abuse of 
our wilderness amenity. Take the last quo
tation as an example. Despite the fact that 
Mrs Thatcher assures us that "the Russians 
are not our friends" and President Reagan 
regales us daily with his communis
tophobia, I am unconvinced that a game 
should be made out of bombing an imagi
nary airfield supposedly belonging to a 
nation with which we are not, nor are ever 
likely to be, at war. When I read further and 
am told that "Major Bob Hylton of the USA 
Tactical Air Command will be in charge, 
shepherding 44 bombers, plus radar sup
pression aircraft and supporting fighters, 
through the electronic defence of 
Spadeadam in Cumbria", I have to say that 
I am mightily offended. If America wishes 
to act out her aggressions in this form of 
play, why can she not use her own vast 
country, where there is the space to do it? 
Why can she not bomb a few of her own 
irradiated rattlesnakes in the Nevada desert 
instead of denying me the recreational 
amenity of those lovely little Northumbrian 
sandstone outcrops? And should we take 
this sort of thing without protest when it is 
such a blatant affront to the international 



The Ai:my controls, and use_s for training purposes, we_ll ~ver thr1:e quarters of a million acres of land in En1;land and Wales alone: a holding 
which it is contmually seekmg to expand. Much of this hes m hill and coastal areas which would be of prime recreat10nal amemty value to 
hill-walkers and climbers, but access is heavily restricted and liable to be withdrawn at will. In many cases the Army's title to the land is 
extremely dubious, it having been commandeered at the outbreak of the Second World War with the promise that it would be returned !O 
former owners and tenants on cessation of hostilities. The Army's stewardship of the land and its features of archaeological, recreat10nal, 
natural historical and geological interest is seldom beyond reproach. 

community of climbing? The Poles, the 
Russians, the Czechs , the East Germans , the 
Japanese, the Italians, even the Americans , 
as climbers are all our friends. The govern
ments which tell us otherwise are the ones 
which most abuse our mountain land. For 
once I go along with the idea that sport is 
above politics. My friends and family are 
the community of climbers, and I will hear 
nothing against them. I waot no harm to 
befall them or their home, which is the 
world 's hill and mountain land. 

Or a least, that 's the idea, but how does it 
work in a world , for example , where there 
are ten thousand Rambo-worshippers for 
every one who reads Buckminster Fuller? 
In a world, for example, where a National 
Park Officer can argue for the siting of a 
Pressurised Water Reactor in one of the 
most central and widely visible sites 
amongst the Welsh mountains , claiming 
that it will be a vital source of employment 
and a major tourist attraction? We have 
arrived at the Grand Academy of Lagado. 
There is no hope. Reason, compassion , 
logic, fellow humanity are at an end. 
'.'Blessed are the powerful, for they shall 
inherit the earth" - and do with it as they 

wish . Did we think never to arrive at the 
place we were incessantly making for? We -
our century - stepped over the corpses of 
those who fraternised between the lines on 
Christmas Day, 1914 , and were ordered 
back on pain of being shot by their own 
officers into the trenches to take up their 
arms again. We read by the light of 
lampshades made from the tattooed skin of 
Jews. We marvelled at the mushrooms which 
sprouted and towered above Hiroshima and 
Bikini Atoll. At every step we lost some
thing of our capacity for reverence , hope 
and love. Our fractured psyches carried on , 
and even the mountains, which once 
reigned supreme as symbols of order and 
beauty in creation , were trodden underfoot 
- conquered, as they would have it in the 
official media phrase .. . 

Where there is little hope , few motives 
which demand respect , few actions under
taken for other than personal or national 
aggrandisement, there is little reverence or 
mystery. Only the hurt and the waste 
remain. Returning from evening climbing 
sessions I talk often at nights in a pub in 
Bakewell with a crony of twice my age - Jack 
Longland, who was on Everest in '33 , and 

who came from a time before this unre
deemable period of human history. There 
are times without number when I could 
recount his bafflement , anger and bewil
dered hurt at what goes on in our society, 
and what he cannot, for all the range of 
cultural reference at his command, begin to 
accept or understand. What is happening to 
our mountains is no more - and no less serious 
- than_ a function of all this. I think of my 
long-since-dead grandfather , his old veined 
hand cupped with reverence around a frond 
of fern , letting its delicacy rest lightly upon 
his. skin, with the same magic and relief 
which our damaged, downtrodden hills 
have given, and still have the capacity to 
give - to me, his grandson, who came to 
them from the dirt and decay of a wasted 
city, and for tens of thousands of others like 
me. His basic attitude, held towards our 
mountains , is central. The mystery now is 
how to defend them against the ignorance 
and proliferation of threat which, unwit
tingly maybe, heedlessly , but inexorably, 
seek to destroy them , and the release, 
salvation and hope they can hold out for 
future generations. 
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GEAR 
Edited by Dave Durkan 

Wire Nut Feedback 

As we noted in Mountain 102, the 
testing of equipment has always 
been a controversial subject. " Not 
to test, or in the case of a 
magazine, not to publish such 
tests, would be even more 
controversial." 

It was the editorial belief behind 
the start of Gear in Mountain 84 
that the main stream of 
equipment journalism in our 
sport was weak wristed, and that 
national mountaineering 
organisations were, in the main, 
wishy-washy where equipment 
testing was concerned. 

An example cited was the tests 
in the mid-70's on hawser and 
kernmantel ropes, which initially 
produced results which showed 
that kernmantel were drastically 
less safe and had a shorter life 
expectancy. Further tests 
reversed this. The initial results 
received headlines, but the 
correction, likened to the passing 
of wind, left only a slight 
impression . 

The magazines sang the praise 
of the years newest and greatest 
product, as used by the 
equipment editor's wife when out 
shopping. Advertising 
considerations were obvious, to 
the point where many serious 
producers expressed 
embarrassment. The national 
mountaineering bodies (with the 
exception of the DAV) were 
usually controlled by beaurocrats 
and slide-rule-jockeys. When they 
did have something to say, it was 
said to a select few. 

Today we have a greatly 
improved situation. In America, 
Climbing has given editorial 
freedom to its contributing 
editors. In the UK, High's 
equipment editor jumped the 
fence from another domestic rag 
and entered the realms of power: 
where the written word can get 
things done. 

Unless equipment articles are 
based on clear cut test criteria (like 
the Dickens Report on Wire Nuts 
in Mountain 102) then the reader 
has to assume that the article is 
based on personal e_xperience 
and opinion of the specific editor, 
or whatever source he quotes. 
This is the case in Mountain. One 
is often in a quandary to publish 
or not, as the available 
information may be rather fine, 
and not backed by hard test 
criteria . 

Gut Reaction 
In Mountain 102we 
recommended that, "if you have 
any Camp wire hexes or micros 
produced before 1985, discard 
them and buy a new set." In 
Mountain 106we recommended 
that, "shops still stocking these 
nuts should withdraw them." The 
first recommendation was based 
on hard fact, the second on semi
hard, and behind the scene gut 
feelings. Both recommendations 
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have been borne out. In the UK 
magazine High, Steve Ashton 
took our theme one step further . 
"There is no escaping the fact that 
shops and gear racks are 
presently still stocked with wired 
nuts which have come under 
suspicion . And I for one find that 
deeply worrying." 

In response to Ashton the 
magazine received the following 
letter (condensed by myself) : 

Quote: 
The interpretation of test results 
on chocks (and other equipment) 
should relate to the forces which 
are likely to be involved in a fall : 
Assuming that the climbing team 
is using one of the two 
recommended mechanical 
belaying systems then force 
developed in the rope during a 
fall being held will be of the order 
2.2 kN (approx 220 kgf). At the 
highest runner this could result in 
a force of up to double that 
amount i.e. 4.4 kN. 

The alternative scenario is 
when the rope jams and a static 
rather than a dynamic belay is 
provided. In this case the force 
developed in the rope could rise 
to about 1000 kgf and at the top 
runner to about 2000 kgf. In this 
situation few if any wired chocks 
are going to hold. 

The Camp chocks most 
criticised are those claiming 1000 
kgf. In the Dickens tests (the most 
comprehensive tests done) the 
worst test result gave a value of 
741 kgf. Others failed below 1000 
kgf. Camp do appear to have a 
problem, but even these failures 
occured well above the maximum 
force they will be called upon to 
hold in a dynamic belaying 
situation. It would appear that the 
real crime of which Camp are 
guilty is that of over-claiming on 
performance. If they had claimed 
only 700 kgf for these chocks I 
doubt if sales would have been 
affected and no-one would have 
commented on the tests. 

Let us therefore keep a sense of 
proportion about such test 
reports and not go throwing gear 
away unnecessarily. George 
Steele, FRGS C. EENG MBIM 
Unquote 

I find this naive and counter
productive. We have a 
documented incident of a wire 
runner breaking in what was 
assumed to be a fall factor well 
below this academic rule quoted 
by Steele, resulting in three 
months in hospital for the unlucky 
climber involved. This runner (by 
another producer) broke, we 
believe, because the rope in 
question was 9mm, which had 
been used·fortwo alpine seasons, 
and had been abseiled on 
countless times, i.e. the elasticity 
has been "burnt out': of it. Like 
falling on steel wire. 

Most other producers of mid
size nuts have a minimum spec of 
1000 kg. They take into account 

This photo graphically illustrates the strength of Kevlar cord. Tests 
performed by an independent laboratory in the United States showed 
that Chouinard Kevlar loops in Chouinard Hexentrics, tied with a double 
fisherman's knot, failed at an average load of 3500lbs. 

loss of elasticity through use in 
ropes, different belay systems, 
length of rope run out and 
placement of runners, age 
process on equipment, corrosion 
and temperature variations. 

Our publication of such 
negative recommendations was 
also based on Camp being aware 
of this problem for a long time 
(counter to what Ashton 
assumed), and their attitude to 
critical reportage. The UK agent is 
now willing to replace any 
UNUSED wires with new ones (I'd 
personally say no and ask for my 
money back). Yet what about the 
ones that have been used? This 
month I was able to buy a 
complete set of the early 
production series (2 years old) for 

this year's price from Camp's 
Norwegian agent. This is hardly 
surprising as Camp's attitude to 
this whole question has been to 
inform people that the problem 
does not exist (we have a copy of 
a telex to Salewa) and that they 
are not "interested in useless 
polemics with Mountain". 

Our decision was also backed 
by the past track record of Camp : 
Snargs, DAV test, "Not 
Recommended"; spike on Zero 
axes pulling; loose picks on 
Humming Birds; new lightweight 
footfangs, front points bending 
during first day of use; poor 
placement of wires in brass nuts, 
causing fractures; aluminium too 
soft, as low as 58 VPN (where 



Trad e norm is 100 to 150 region ); 
wide test result discrepancies in 
product series; their new 
Penta nuts do not function as 
claimed in their adverts. 

Lastly, when discussing the 
whole subject with Camp they 
showed me their brochure. Here 
it actually stated that they could 
not be held responsible for the 
specifications given there. This is 
like a car manufacturer claiming, 
"sometimes the brakes work, 
sometimes they do not. " 

So instead of accepting a 
lowering of standards such 
people as Steele might be asking 
the question, "should equipment 
that has been proved not to meet 
the specifications set, by an 
unacceptable margin , be recalled 
by the producer and replaced free 
of charge to the consumer" . Car 
and aircraft manufacturers have 
to recall and repair or replace, 
should climbers accept any less? 

Dickens Tape Slings Report 
All tests were conducted to UIAA 
recommendations concerning 
strain rate, pin diameters and 
environmental conditions. Slings 
come in four groups: 
a) Express Slings - short tie offs 
(up to 300 mm long) . 
b) Snake Slings - single tape with 
loop at each end . 
c) Sewn Round Slings - various 
circumstances from short tie offs 
to large variety for belaying to 
trees/boulders. 
d) Knotted Round Sling - as (c), 
cheaper but show lower strength 
than sewn variety. 

Gear Comments: Beal Express 
failed below the makers spec 
consistently, as such we cannot 
recommend these. Petzl's first 
batch (not in table) also failed 
below their specs but on receipt 
of the Dickens Report, Petz I 
reassessed their design and 
production, and none of the first 
batch were distributed. Their 
second batch passed this spec . It 
is assumed that all new 
production will meet this spec. 
We can now recommend them. 

One or two other makes of sling 
fall slightly below the makers 
spec., but either meet the norm 
for that specific mm, or we allow 
for 10% variance between our 
testing and the producer's. Gear 
concludes from these tests that 
sewn tape slings are produced to 
a high standard of quality. 

Kevlar 
In Mountain 108we noted our 
concern regarding Kevlar ropes . 
Since then various agents have 
responded with concern that we 
are not recommending this rope. 
Gearfeels at th is stage.that the 
rope is ideally suited for threading 
through stoppers and 
hexcentrics. Our concern is the 
fantastic single rope not knotted 
specification given by these same 
agents. This has led a number of 
people to believe the rope is a 
super strong rope, leading to a 
number of purchases for use as 
hauling , fixed ropes and 
abseiling. On the opposite side of 
the world, Bill Atkinson of New 
Zealand states in "Gear Reports " 
that Kevlar works as well as fixed 
ropes. Carrigan's report in 
Mountain made it quite obvious, 
it is NOT suitable for this purpose. 

Until we receive more 
information, we repeat : Kevlar 
for slings is suitable, for fixed or 
abseiling ropes, still a No-No . 

MANUFACTURER 

BEAL 

EDELRID 

MAMMUT 

PETZL 

TROLL 

WILD 

COUNTRY 

TYPE WIDTH 
OF OF 
SUNG TAPE 

lmml 

EXPRESS 27 

EXPRESS 27 

Sewn Round 19 

Sewn Round 19 

EXPRESS 25 

EXPRESS 25 

Sewn Round 18 

Sewn Round 25 

Sewn Round 25 

Sewn Round 25 

Sewn Round 25 

Knotted 16 

Knotted 18 

Knotted 20 

Knotted 25 

Knotted 25 

Knotted 25 

EXPRESS 26 

EXPRESS 26 

Sewn Round 26 

Knotted 26 

Knotted 26 

EXPRESS 15 24 

EXPRESS 15/24 

EXPRESS 15 24 

SNAKE 15 

SNAKE 18 

SNAKE 25 

SNAKE 25 

SNAKE 25 

SNAKE 25 

EXPRESS 15 

EXPRESS 18 

EXPRESS 25 

Sewn Round 15 

Sewn Round 18 

Sewn Round 25 

Sewn Round 25 

Sewn Round 25 

Sewn Round 25 

Knotted 10 

Knotted 15 

Knotted 15 

Knotted 18 

Knotted 20 

Knotted 20 

Knotted 25 

Knotted 25 

Knotted 25 

Knotted 25 

Sewn Round 22 

Sewn Round 22 

Sewn Round 22 

Sewn Round 22 

Sewn Round 25 

Sewn Round 25 

Sewn Round 25 

Sewn Round 25 

Sewn Round 25 

TAPE NAME THICK- LENGTH 
NESS OF OF 

TAPE SUNG 
lmml (mm) 

Tubular 2.5 100 

Tubular 2.5 150 

Solid Tape 3.0 150 

Solid Tape 3.0 200 

X-Tube 2.0 100 

X-Tube 2.0 200 

X-Soft 2.2 300 

X-Solid 2.0 80 

X-Solid 2.0 150 

X-Solid 2.0 400 

Super-Solid 2.8 600 

Flecht-Tube 3 -

X-Tube - -

X-Solid 2 -

X-Tube 2.5 IWHITEI 

X-Tube 2.5 (DYED) 

Super-Tube - -

Tubular 2.5 100 

Tubular 2.5 150 

Tubular 2.5 1200 

Tubular 2.5 !DYED) 

Tubular 2.5 IWHITEI 

- 2.0 100 

- 2.0 200 

- 2.0 300 

Supertape 3.2 610 

Supertape 3.0 610 

Std.Tape 2.2 610 

Std.Tubular 2.3 610 

Supertape 3.2 610 

Blue Line 3.0 610 

Supertape 3.2 200 

Supertape 3.0 200 

Supertape 3.2 200 

Supertape 3.2 12001c) 

Supertape 3.0 1200lcl 

Std.Tape 2.2 12001c) 

Std.Tubular 2.3 12001c) 

Supertape 3.2 12001cl 

Blue Line 3.0 1200lcl 

Std.Tape 2.2 -

Std.Tape 22 -

Supertape 3.2 -

Supert ape 3.0 -

-

Std.Tubular 2.3 -
Std.Tape 2.2 -

Std.Tubular 2.3 -
Supertape 3.2 -

Blue Line 3.0 -

Tubular 2.5 100 

Tubular 2.5 200 

Tubular 2.5 450 

Tubular 2.5 600 

Tubular 2.5 100 

Tubular 2.5 200 

Tubular 2.5 450 

Tubular 2.5 600 

Tubular 2.5 1200 

TAPE STATED TESTED BREAKING STRENGTH 
WEIGHT BREAKING lkgl 

STRENGTH 
lg/ml lkg l 

1 2 3 4 5 

42 2200 2064 2294 1886 2039 2039 

42 2200 1682 1809 1937 2C39 2243 

42 2200 2650 2778 2701 2599 2727 

42 2200 2548 2599 2574 2599 2446 

42 1835 2523 2569 2579 2548 2650 

42 1835 2778 2854 2752 2752 2676 

28 1397 2497 2640 2497 2304 2497 

38 1530 2396 2548 2345 2416 2171 

38 1530 2416 2324 25 18 2416 2426 

38 1530 2752 2701 2620 2727 2650 

52 2446 3925 4078 4067 4037 4200 

28 9941s1 1468 1692 1733 1407 1702 

25 11721s1 1529 1611 1529 1580 1733 

30 12231s1 1876 1692 1733 1560 1733 

42 18351s1 2803 2650 2681 - -
42 18351s1 2192 2314 2346 2385 2426 

54 22941s1 319 1 3374 32C2 3468 -

40 2550 3262 3236 3262 3364 3389 

40 2550 3211 3109 3466 3211 2854 

40 2550 3180 3170 3160 3303 -
40 17331s1 3058 2803 2956 2599 2905 

40 20391s1 2253 2548 2625 2345 2905 

30 2200 2701 2508 2548 2472 2650 

30 2200 2834 2763 2783 27 12 2880 

30 2200 2141 2447 2243 2548 2548 

36 1100 1284 1172 1172 - -

38 1400 1580 1590 1611 - -

40 1000 1060 11 21 979 - -
38 1100 1386 1131 1172 - -

64 1800 2161 2069 2120 - -

50 1800 1905 2039 1865 - -

36 2000 2467 2548 2661 - -

38 2400 3180 3130 3007 - -

64 2700 33 13 3425 3568 - -
36 2000 2294 2253 2212 - -

38 2200 2732 2783 2671 - -

40 2000 2243 2630 2008 - -

38 2000 2141 2803 2161 - -

64 2727 3874 4077 3690 - -

50 3300 3343 3537 3690 - -

17 500 841 892 764 828 879 

27 900 1351 1325 1249 1351 1274 

36 1300 1784 1916 1998 1784 1753 

38 1400 2166 2064 2319 2090 2345 

30 1300 1753 1845 1713 1835 1978 

40 1350 1774 1886 1886 1876 1835 

38 1600 2141 2722 2202 2650 2192 

64 2200 2966 2630 3140 2600 3007 

50 2500 2936 2875 2987 2956 29 15 

32-37 2000 2701 2202 2813 2701 -

32-37 2000 2905 3109 2936 2783 -

32-37 2000 2691 - - - -
32-37 2000 2243 2691 - - -

40 2400 2885 33 13 2854 2732 -
40 2400 270 1 2763 3364 - -

40 2400 2416 - - - -

40 2400 2253 3007 2905 - -

40 2400 2294 2385 - - -
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BOOKS New Welsh History 
German Rock Guides 

Welsh Rock 
by Trevor Jones and Geoff 
Milburn 
PIC publications, £16.95 
The story of climbing in North 
Wales is probably the richest in 
British climbing history. It had to 
be told and told well. Books such 
as Rock Climbers in Action in 
Snowdonia and The Black Cliff 
covered important parts of the 
story some years ago, but Welsh 
Rock spans nearly two centuries, 
from a guided ascent of Snowdon 
in 1819 to the latest desperate 
routes in the Llanberis slate 
quarries. The authors claim it is 
not a definitive history, perhaps 
anticipating critical comments 
from other Welsh pundits who 
will question many of the facts 
and value judgements, but it is as 
near to a full history as we are 
likely to see for a considerable 
time, and must be judged as such . 

The ingredients oftiie talecould 
hardly be bettered - legendary 
figures from the past and great 
names from the present perform 
their herioic and sometimes 
dastardly deeds on the 
magnificent mountain crags and 
sea-cliffs of North Wales. The text 
is entertaining, I would even say 
compelling . I picked up the review 
copy for a quick look one 
afternoon and put it down six 
hours later. The book flows from 
one era to another under such 
evocative chapter headings as 
'The Baron and The Villain' and 
'The Years of the Big Men' and the 
writing is complemented by 
contemporary photographs 
which tell their own story and 
which help the reader become 
immersed in the period being 
described. The competitive side 
of the sport is, if anything, over 
emphasised, but this makes great 
reading, especially during the 
days of on-sight first ascents 
when the psychological warfare 
was as important as the climbing. 
In describing routes such as 
Mammoth and Dinosaur for 
instance, the authors well portray 
the mental forces which come 
into play when two climbers, 
ropemates yet rivals, attempt a 
very intimidating unclimbed line. 

One thing I think the book fails 
to capture is the pure enjoyment 
of doing first ascents, the 
interpersonal rivalry being 
stressed rather too much. I have 
always taken the Whillans' view 
that the climber pits himself 
against the rock rather than 
against his fellows, but Welsh 
Rocktends to give the impression 
that almost every new route is a 
response to something 
somebody else has done, a sort of 
revenge. Brown is quoted : "Pete 
(Crew) thought I was really 
gripped up about his getting 
Mammoth. I probably had some 
feelings, but they weren't very 
strong ones. It was the weekend 
afterwards that I did those four 
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routes (Primate, Wrangler, 
Hombre and Praetor) with Mac in 
two days, and Pete thought it was 
my way of getting my own back, 
but it wasn't" . There is no 
suggestion that the intrinsic 
enjoyment of doing the routes 
might have been Brown's 
motivation. It seems to me that 
the really great routes are done 
when a climber becomes 
obsessed with a particular piece 
of rock, such as Drummond with 
The Moon, Crew with The 
Boldest, or Redhead with the 
'true' Master's Wall (whether or 
not he finally climbs it). Such 
climbs leave very little time or 
energy to worry about what 
anyone else might be doing. 

Welsh Rock is bound to prove 
controversial, but it is hard to 
think of any writers who could 
give a more balanced view than 
Jones and Milburn, who for over 
a quarter of a century have been 
closely involved with the action in 
North Wales though not as the 
main protagonists. Apart from its 
value as a historical record, it is 
the liveliest and most readable 
book available about British 
climbing, and is likely to have a 
wide appeal on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 
Pat Littlejohn 

Saleve Guide 
by Bernard Wietlisbach 
To be ordered directly from the 
author: Bernard Wietlisbach, 17 
Chemin des Maisonettes, 1213 
PetitLancy, Switzerland. S.F. 15.00 
A new climbing guide on the 
Saleve has been published. A 
follow-up to the 1965 edition 
(Briquet), 1976 edition (Boimond/ 
Wietlisbach) and 1981 (same), it is 
proof of the sustained activity of 
local climbers. 

Published this time by 
B. Wietlisbach alone, at his own 
expense, this small book has the 
principal merit of tallying local 
grades with the generally used 
French system - subdivisions 
a/b/c and "inf/sup" (mild/hard) 
from 1 to Sb currently. It is a guide 
for a massif with vast possibilities, 
just outside Geneva (but in 
France) and less than an hour's 
drive from Chamonix. 

This edition is a great 
improvement over the previous 
ones, as regards grades of course, 
but also by dropping references to 
"pulling on pegs" (climbing with 
aid points) on pitches which have 
been free climbed, and obviously 
by a complete review of all the 
new climbs. 

Amongst the remarkably clear 
sketches (which are the main bulk 
of the book) and several 
humorous cartoons, are short 
well-written route descriptions 
giving the route name and first 
ascensionist (which is ample for a 
non-active climber to find his way 
in the jungle of the 340 or so 
climbs described). 

A number of high grade climbs 
and good quality rock (smooth, 
compact limestone) should be 
more than enough to attract the 
foreign climber keen to try out 
new, not too overcrowded 
climbing areas. 

Think about it .. . 

Michel Pio/a 

Klettern im Odenwald 
Klettern auf der Schwiibischen 
Alb Urach/Reutlingen 
Klettern im Blautal 
Klettern im Rhein-Main-Gebiet 
Klettern im Donautal 
by Achim Pasold and Nicholas 
Mailander 
Panico Press 
Achim Pasold and Nicholas 
Mai lander's eponymous press has 
been hard at it over the past 18 
months pushing back the frontiers 
of knowledge in an area of South 
Germany hitherto mainly the 
preserve of a few dedicated locals 
and the occasional itinerant. The 
result : five(!) guidebooks 
covering the Rhein/Main, Danube 
Valley, Schwaben, Blautal and 
Odenwald regions, based on 
UIAA topo criteria, but with a 
measure of tongue-in-cheek 
irreverence and the occasional 
gnome. 

Rock-climbing in the Rhein/ 
Main Area covers the region 
between Koblenz and Frankfurt 
and concentrates mainly on the 
Morgenbachtal, where good rock, 
good gear and great middle-grade 
routes are to be found . It was the 
work of expatriate Schwabian rock 
guru Nico Mailander who in a six 
month period climbed 90% of the 
routes, many of which were 
subsequently "team named " by a 
loose committee of locals. A 
rather authoritarian ecological 
approach is evident as the author 
requests no cassette recorders in 
the woods, no chalk below grade 
VI , no cans of beer. In fact there is 
often no crag where there should 
be one, so how did Hannibal make 
it over the alps? 

Rock Climbs in the Odenwald, 
the area between Heidelberg and 
Darmstadt, was completed in 
Spring 1985 and chro17icles a 
slightly less important, although 
still interesting, area. The 
historical section of the 
guidebook, although almost 
impossible to read without 
bifocals, deals with the exploits of 
rogues and rascals from the one
eyed Hagen von Tronje to the 
former Heidelberg students 
Reinhard Karl, Richard Muhe and 
Tomas N6Itner, who were 
responsible for the explosion in 
standards seen there in the late 
1970s and 1980s. 

Climbers based in or 
considering a visit to Stuttgart 
have at last had their patience 
rewarded by Achim Pasold's new 
guide to the Urach/Reutlingen 
areas containing over 100 new 
routes and a total of 50 topos to 

routes up to grade IX - (Freakout}, 
funny bits, and a chalk bag test. 

Climbing in Blautal is, like the 
above, not a book of selected 
climbs but an attempt to 
document all the routes the area 
has to offer. To get this one off the 
presses, Pasold adopted thetime
honoured regional tradition of 
co-opting a forceful leader in the 
shape of Reinhold Herbst, 
responsible for most of the new 
routes in the area, where excellent 
Weizenbier, friendly alehouses, 
short approaches, and over 500 
routes make this the second most 
important region after the Danube 
Valley, in this part of the world. An 
interesting departure from the 
often rather dry historical review 
technique has been made here, 
and the historical section is in the 
form of a relaxed interview with 
an early pioneer, Sepp Mack. If the 
tough grading system leaves you 
flummoxed, you are invited to 
take issue with Mr Herbst; if you 
can't find the crag, talk to Pasold; 
and should you get bored 
frolicking around the Blautal, a 
quiz and a photodocumentary of 
the first alpine-style ascent of 
Bacher's Midnight Lightning 
should provide a certain amount 
of light relief. 

The last and most important of 
this quintet of guidebooks is 
Achim Pasold and Gunther 
Junker's Climbing in the Danube 
Valley. Conceived in Waimea Bay, 
Hawaii, in the Autumn of 1985, if 
we are to believe this outrageous 
claim, this is the new improved 6x 
7" remix version containing 300 
selected climbs on the 21 best 
crags. Something for everyone 
here, with routes ranging in 
difficulty from not at all difficult to 
the desperate Lug und Trug (IX+ ). 
For entertainment and historical 
enlightenment, the authors chat 
to the enigmatic Rolf Ott, dubious 
leader of the 1960s Danube Valley 
Wild Bunch. 

And now for the stick. It is a very 
big stick. The guidebooks rely 
solely on topos for the location, 
classification and description of 
the routes. Panico Press has 
obviously taken a lighthearted 
approach here, but the resu It is 
often confusing rather than 
amusing . The quality of the 
photographs is often abysmal and 
the paper on which the 
guidebooks are printed is very 
cheap and nasty. The Panico 
lifetime guarantee, which states 
that should the guidebooks 
become damaged in any way the 
authors will regret it for a lifetime, 
does little to ease the pain of 
having spent 20 marks on a book 
likely to self-destruct on its first 
outing. For all this, there are one 
or two redeeming features which 
ought to be mentioned. The 
approach is amusing, the 
guidebooks are ecologically 
sound (if a little pedantic), very 
up-to-date and pleasantly 
informal in style. 
Tim Carruthers 

East Africa International 
Mountain Guide 
by Andrew Wielochowski 
West Col, 151 pages. 
This strange guide book is 
Andrew Wielochowski's personal 
selection of rock climbs in Kenya . 
The title is misleading - it is not a 
mountain guide. Out of 151 pages 
only 34 are devoted to mountains, 
and these are very superficial. For 
example, the Ruwenzori 



Mountains are crammed into 7 
pages and are lost between a 
section on fairly nebulous 
outlying Kenyan crags, and 
Kenyan caves. I suspect the 
"mountain" reference in the title 
to be a marketing aid . 

The meat of the book is in the 
coverage of the main Kenyan 
crags such as Lukenya, 
Embaribal, Hell's Gate, Tsavo and 
Ndeiya. There is a section on 
Mount Kenya and 7 pages on 
Kilimanjaro. The book also covers 
some outlying climbing areas in 
Kenya and one in Tanzania. Most 
of these areas are worthy of 
mention ; some, like Baringo, do 
not warrant book space. 

Being critical of a guide book to 
an important climbing area is a 
cheap trick, and almost too easy 
to do. Guide book writing is a very 
sensitive thing in climbing, and it 
is virtually impossible to please 
everyone. Too often one forgets 
the sheer hard graft an editor has 
put into a book. Wielochowski has 
worked hard, but along the way 
his project has lost direction . 

Too often these days guide 
book editors lose sight of the fact 
that they are creating a " public 
service". The best editors are 
those who somehow manage to 
eliminate personal bias from their 
work - not an easy thing to do. 
Wielochowski has been unable to 
do this. Using an unnecessary, 
and at times comical, star system 
to suggest route quality, has 
heightened the personal bias 
factor which is the major failing in 
this book. A book consisting of 
the best selection of climbs in set 
areas need go no further than 
this; to delve more deeply into 
what is " the best of the best " is 
ridiculous. The fun in rock 
climbing is to find out for yourself, 
and will in all probability differ 
from the next person 's view. 

A casual glance at this guide 
book will show that the general 
attitude taken is - if the route is 
hard it must be good and 
therefore worthy of three stars! 
You will find few routes of VS, or 
under, credited with three stars in 
this book, but many HVS's and 
Extremes get two or three . An 
example of this is at Hell 's Gate, 
where Milky Way (VI + ) rates 3 
stars, while Olympian (an easier 
route) gets 2 stars, and The 
Amazing Journey (an even easier 
route) rates 1 star. Black Panther 
at VS gets a star, and it is one of 
the best pitches in the country! 
Pity it wasn't HVS so it could earn 
2 stars! 

The Mount Kenya section is 
adequate but out of place. I 
wonder however, why the rock 
climbing on Midget Peak has been 
ignored. There are several 
beautiful routes on Midget which 
should have been included. 
Instead, for some reason Point 
Dutton - a relatively 
undistinguished peak- warrants a 
whole page and a bit. 

Wielochowski's publisher has 
not helped him with his task. The 
book abounds with awkward 
sentences, inaccuracies and mis
spellings. In the Foreword, Tsavo 
becomes a northern area whereas 
it is in fact situated about as far · 
south as you can get in Kenya. 

Apart from the cover 
photograph, which has over the 
years become something of a 
cliche, the photographic content 
is good. I particularly like the 
Tsavo coverage. I was also 
Pleased to see Poi receive the 

credit it is due - probably one of 
the most outstanding " secret " 
achievements in Kenyan climbing 
over the last years . 

Hopefully this guide book will 
attract visitors to sample some of 
the climbs in what is a very unique 
climbing area. If it achieves this 
and nothing else it is worthy of a 
star. 

lain Allen 

Antarctic Year: Brabant Island 
Expedition 
by Chris Furse 
Croom Helm, £14.95 
You will have to have a good atlas 
to find Brabant Island. Set at 64°S 
down the Antarctic Peninsula 
amongst islands of crystal peaks, 
a joint-services expedition led by 
Chris Furse lived, researched and 
adventured for just over one year. 
This book describes in a much 
more than month-by-month 
account the lives of the thirty-five 
men who took part in the 
expedition's three main sections. 
In the foreword, HRH Prince 
Charles described them as "the 
lucky ones". 

The expedition undertook to 
climb all the major peaks on 
Brabant and survey the entire 
island by ski and snow-scooter. In 
their prospectus they quote " to 
study and describe" as being their 
main aim, to "describe what we 
discover ... " and to "quantify the 
commonplace rather than to 
discover the unusual or 
unexpected". Scientific projects 
numbering over60 took place, but 
the author refreshingly insists that 
" for most team members the 
initial impetus was adventure, to 
set the first footprint on some 
remote virgin mountain . . . 
discovering the new and unknown 
... the close companionship of 
hardship and danger - all 
surrounded by the magic and 
romance of the last continent". 
There have only been three known 
landings on Brabant since its 
discovery in 1898- not surprising, 
when we consider the 
inhospitality of its summer 
westerly gales, "the wildly 
flogging tent" , winter 
temperatures of 40° below and 
total darkness for weeks on end. 
The expedition lived entirely in 
tents and snowholes, making it 
the first one to overwinter in 
Antarctica without huts to live in . 

Throughout the text we find 
ourselves involved in the day-to
day toughness of confined 
cooking, lying-up in stormbound 
tents, skiing remote mountain 
plateaux, ascending glittering 
peaks and wading through 
penguin colonies. The natural 
cycles of change in the landscape, 
the atmosphere and the wildlife, 
are all hallmarks of the austere 
beauty of Antarctica described 
here in a narrative with care and 
often with amusement. One of my 
favourite sections came in the 
Appendices, in the section 
entitled "Psychological and 
Group Social Studies ", dry in 
itself, but read on to the section on 
"Cravings, Pleasures, Miseries, 
Dreads!" This was reality and 
helped me remember my Polar 
journeys with a knowing smile. 

Photographically, the book is a 
delight. The editing has been 
careful, tending towards the use 
of black and white for illustrating 
everyday happenings (usually 
portraying diabolically bad 
weather) and many excellent 

portraits of the lads caught in mid
action, digging out tents in storm, 
suffering freezing bivis, or 
tripping over penguins. The 
colour work is saved for the 
impact of the exquisite Antarctic 
light. I recall the skiing party on 
"Noddies Hat" at sunrise, the 
kayaking shot off Metchnico Point 
(a cracker), the skidoo "garage ", 
the drifted Super Novas, and the 
camp half way up to Duclaux 
Point, as being my favourites . 
Everyone had a chance with their 
cameras and a lot of members' 
~ork has been generously 
include~ amongst the text, adding 
variety in mood and style. 

At the end of their second 
summer, during an island ski 
traverse in what appears marginal 
weather, a member of the party 
fell through a crevasse bridge and 
bro_ke his thigh . Thus began a 
maier rescue that hit the world's 
press. Helicopters from the Royal 
Navy, an aircraft from the British 
Antarctic Survey, and a ground 
detachment of marines were 
involved in a remarkably decisive 
and s_u_ccessful rescue in appalling 
cond1t1ons. The description is epic 
reading , conveying a note of 
realism similar to Peter Mulgres' 
rescue from Nanga Parbat. I 
couldn't help re-reading the line 
" the wind eased to gale force". 
However, the book doesn't rely on 
the drama of this unfortunate 
event. Day-to-day living is utterly 
exciting and dramatic enough in 
Antarctica. We read about "lying 
in blowing spindrift" , and that 
" the extra kerosene enabled us to 
useourstovesforwarmth" ... this 
is reality, not over-described 
heroism or " purple prose". But 
digging snowholes, iced-up 
ropes, climbing glorious peaks for 
fun and descending the remote 
beaches, it is all enchanting, the 
fabric of life on Brabant Island . 

It is only an environment as wild 
and beautiful as this that can give 
a story so much interest, and an 
author who is so absorbed by his 
subject. The experience of 
Brabant has obviously had a great 
effect on all who took part. 

At the end of the first summer 
the wintering party relieved the 
summer party. Chris writes, 
"Suddenly I was saying goodbye 
to the last ofthe summer people, 
and a strange new gang were 
rushing about carrying stores. 
Kevin and I grasped each other's 
shoulders and said goodbye for a 
year : yes, of course we would 
meet again , the whole team 
would ; how could we otherwise 
after hardships and happiness 
together here; yes, he would 
phone Carol from Endurance and 
she would phone Faye. As we 
finally shook hands, Kevin 
pressed his precious Swiss Army 
knife into my hand. It was a 
symbolic farewell. They were 
gone . . . I said goodbye to the 
seve_n left standing in the hangar, 
looking strangely clean and 
gazing for the last time at their 
island home and kingdom with a 
mute te_aring feeling of ending 
something great." 

The expedition and the book are 
unique, and I believe will be a 
forerunner to a new wave of 
mo_dern exploration in Antarctica , 
which until now has been th'e 
preserve of pure scientific 
research. Well done, Chris ; I for 
one long to be back iii the outer 
latitudes. 

John Beatty 

LETTERS 

Jack Ness Monster 
from Melissa Quigley 

Dear Sir, 
I do hate to be the one to break 
bad new&, but, well, you've been 
taken for a ride. 

What I'm referring to is a review 
in Mountain 107 on the Extremist 
Guide to Devil's Lake, written by 
one supposed" Jack Ness". There 
is no Jack Ness. Jackness is an 
exclamation coined by some 
members of an unorganised 
group of climbers who claim 
Devil's Lake as their turf. 

If this review had been written 
as satire it would be fine indeed . 
As a serious review, it's a joke! 
Where shall I begin? 

The climbing at the Lake is 
excellent. The social scene is fine 
if you're 20 to 30 years old, male, 
white, into massive amounts of 
drugs and alcohol , and enjoy 
harassing and ridiculing people. A 
comment recently overheard, 
from one member ofthis group to 
another: " Let'sgoovertotheEast 
Bluffs and harass the Craig hags 
today. I hear they're out," The 
Craig hags are a Madison, 
Wisconsin women's climbing 
group. When I was learning to aid 
climb, someone said "Aid! At least 
it's just a chick." 

If you don't want to be part of 
their group you'll have to put up 
with being hassled and ridiculed. 
It's enough to make a lot of 
climbers visit the many other 
areas in the Midwest to avoid the 
tension . 

This guide is a supplement to 
the classic 1979 Chicago 
Mountaineer Club Guide which is 
invaluable at the Lake for its 
wealth of information on over 500 
routes, approaches and trails. 
Granted it's very outdated and the 
closed-ended "F" rating system 
needs changing because it's so 
top-heavy, but it doesn't deserve 
the abuse it receives from the 
"Extremist" - particularly since 
the "Extremist " relies so heavily 
on it. A little hypocritical! 

The "Extremist " guide does list 
new routes, rates them to YDS, 
gives a first ascent and then 
doesn't tell you where they are. 
Even the CMC guide won't help 
with this one. So much for 
"detailing new routes " . 

Controversy? Yes, there are a 
number of mountain shops that 
won't carry the guide in protest at 
the crude, dehumanising titles 
and descriptions and the small 
group of " rabid feminists" inludes 
chapters of the national women's 
climbing group and a large group 
of men who all feel the book is 
insulting to their intelligence. 

Shall I quote directly? This one 
by" Jack Ness" himself : "Vaginal 
Discharge 5.13. Climbs the 
horrendous disease-infested 
offwidth through the apex roof. A 
chubby thigh classic requiring 
highly specialized technique and 
a peculiar mental approach. Also 
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(continued) 

known as 'The A-Frame'. First 
lead: Jack Ness, solo ." 

Or how about some titles? 
"Pleasures of the Groin", 
"Degrade my Sister", "Yeast 
Infection" . . . 

. . . maybe route descriptions? 
Here's one for "The Vulva": "A 
must for male chauvinist pigs who 
like a tight fit."(?) 

This sounds more like bedtime 
reading than a guidebook. I have 
read hundres of guidebooks, and 
not one exhibits the same 
attitudes as the "Extremist". 

Some of the locals think this is 
great fun . I think they just enjoy 
irritating others and offending as 
many as possible. It's a shame a 
few maladjusted individuals have 
to taint such a beautiful area that 
has so much to offer. 

All in all, a worthless review to 
an insignificant little book that 
really doesn't deserve any 
attention at all. 

Thank you for your time. 

Melissa Quigley 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Pearabiner 
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Bolting Comedy 
from John Kirk 
Sir, 
Bolts are here to stay. When I 
started climbing in 1974 to place 
a bolt was a crime beyond 
imagination . Go down ~ny of the 
main limestone dales in 
Derbyshire today and there's a 
good chance that you will hear 
someone drilling a bolt hole. 

This activity seems to parallel 
the destruction of Derbyshire 
countryside by the quarry 
companies, albeit on a much 
smaller scale. 

Limestone has always been 
abused. Pitons, hold chipping, 
crowbarshaveall lefttheirmark 
- mostly in the name of progress. 
The stage has now been reached 
where the 'bolters' are having 
second thoughts and are arguing 
among themselves. 

As far as I can see it the main 
aim of placing bolts is to provide 
perfect protection where no other 
exists. Those who argue for bolts 
are those who enjoy climbing for 
the pure physical difficulty of 
climbing hard routes. They do not 
enjoy arranging complicated or 
fiddly bits of gear. Rather than a 
badly placed piton or small wire 
they would prefer to clip a bolt. 

Bolting is currently restricted to 
limestone, but with their 
increasing acceptance as a_ m_eans 
of protection how long will 1t be 
before we see them on Stanage, 
Chatsworth or Curbar? Never 
having been a climberwith great 
finger strength or technique I 
often got satisfaction from 

climbing a route that was hard 
because it was dangerous to fall 
off. 

Beneath Mark Wilford's thinly 
disguised attack on Christian 
Griffith lies the same sentiment. 
It is ironic that a generation which 
once thought itself the avant 
garde is now failing to keep up 
with the times. 

My objection to bolts lies not in 
the plain fact that the new routes 
are too hard for me, but in the fear 
that their use will get out of hand. 
Take a look at Mal ham if you need 
an example of the shape ofthings 
to come. 
John Kirk 
Sheffield 

Don't Sell Bolts 
from James Stu berg 
Sirs, 

In reference to the letter from 
Owain Jones, Ethical Nightmare, 
in Mountain 105, Mr. Jones is 
writing about the spreading ofthe 
notorious "Bolt" throughout the 
crags gracing England. I couldn't 
agree with Mr. Jones more; bolts 
are a real problem, one that does 
spread like cancer once they've 
gained a foothold in the rock. Here 
in America, the problem exists, 
though now in the 80's it seems to 
be a fading one. After much 
criticism and complaining, the 
use of bolts is on a downward 
spiral. One of the main reasons 
has been the magazines giving 
plenty of anti-bolt press on the 
issue. This being America, the 
magazines here also printed both 
the pros and cons (though the 

anti-bolters appear to be 
winning). 

One of the other main reasons 
for the declining use of bolts here 
in the USA is the simple fact that 
most of the climbing shops don't 
really carry bolt kits anymore. If 
they do have them, they are 
usually hidden somewhere 
definitely not out in the open on 
the shelves. Maybe asking your 
stores not to sell or carry bolt kits 
would help. 

Another form is peer pressure; 
if the majority starts applying 
pressure, shunning those who 
bolt, sooner or later they should 
get the message. But probably 
the most important - and here is 
where I differ with Mr. Jones - is 
that of chopping existing bolts. 
All that does is leave an uglier scar 
than the bolt itself; and, it serves 
no purpose. If it's chopped, all the 
bolters will do is replace it, then 
you have even more bolts. Why 
not leave them in? Just don't use 
them - pass them by when doing 
a route. 

Whatever you decide to do with 
your bolt problem, the best of 
luck!! 
James M. Stuberg 
Colorado 

CHOUINARD EQUIPMENT 

Marinabiner 

Light D Locking 

Ash~pef9r 
every s1tuat1on. 

Chouinard Locking Carabiners 

0 ur four locking c~rabiners embo1y ~ur 
"less is more" philosophy. By des1gnmg 

simple, functional shapes that maximize the 
strength of the metal, in conjunction with a 
compact, stainless steel reverse-locking sleeve, 
we have been able to produce locking carabiners 
that are not only strong, but incredibly light. 
They are also completely dependable: Chouinard 
Locking Carabiners are individually tested to half 
their rated strength before they leave our shop. 
Light D Locking Carabiner: 1.9 oz/2300kg 
Pearabii;ier: 2.6 oz/ 1800kg 
Big D Locking Carabiner: 2.6 oz/2800kg 
Marinabiner: 2.6 oz/2800kg 

Chouinard ~ E(luipment, Ltd. 
P.O. Box 90/245 West Santa Clara Ventura, CA 93002 



- one of the best clitnbing 
journals in the world 

• Siachen Glacier - Karakoram exploration, first ascents 
• Lightweight expeditions - easy access, low cost 
-• 300 pages ofadventure, information, humour, maps, topos 
• 70 pages of superb colour or black/white photographs 
• Hard-cover quality- thejoumal to keep 

Authors include: Stephen Venables, Dave Wilkinson, 
Harish Kapadia, Doug Scott, Tom Price - and many more! 

Order your copy now! 

for all who love mountains 

To: The Alpine Club, 74 South Audley Street, London Wl Y 5FF. 

Please send me ................ copies ofThe Alpine Journal 1986 at£15 . 

I enclose my remittance for £.. .................. ........ .. payable to The Alpine Club. 

AJ86/M 

Name _____________________ _ 

Address ____________________ _ 
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Full adjustability makes 
the Pat Littlejohn ideal for 

rock and ice activists. 
NEW colours, NEW strong 

rustproof Delrin 'D' rings 
throughout and NEW 

Fastex buckled hitching strap. 
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Townhead, Eyam, Derbyshire S30 
Tel: Hope Valley (0433) 31673 
Telex: 54153 WILDCO G 

Telephone : General Enquiries 
061-273 5835 

lnsur811Ce and ln:',~~1f;:::,«>lrxocal Rights 

MLTB, Courses and Travel 56ryk:es 
061-273 5839 



Of all the world's four-season, two-person tents, 
the VE 24 and VE 25 reign supreme. 

Indeed, their introduction set a precedent for design 
standards in the industry. 

Easily and quickly pitched, the VE 24 and VE 25 
are comfortably spacious for basecamp, trekking or 
expeditions and steel tough for the greatest altitudes. 

Once assembled, the self supporting structure -
standing without stakes - affords maximum stability, 
even in the most extreme conditions. 

For added protection, a full coverage flysheet 
completely encloses and storm proofs the tents. 

The VE 25 has a fifth pole to make a lorge bell end 
for storage or for cooking in foul weather. 

And refinements to both tents over the years hove 
only added to their unsurpassed stature ot enduring 
performance. 

So when you have to be able to rely on your gear . . . 
you can rely on THE NORTH FACE. 

Colours: Sand, Gold, Silver tent with silver flysheet. 

THE NORTH FACE (SCOTLAND) LTD. PO BOX 16, 
Industrial Estate, Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire PA 14 5XL SCOTLAND. 
Telephone 0475 41344 Terex 777394. · 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The sh?ps marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Sk1-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
11 Lonsdale Street, 
Braddon. 
Tel. (062) 47.8949 (C) (S) 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Rick White's Mountain Designs 
Shop 6, Caga Centre 
38 Akuna Street 2601 
Tel. (062) 477153 (M) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W. : Katoomba 
Paddy Pall in Pty. Ltd ., 
195 Kato om ba Street, 2780 
Tel. (047) 82.2014 (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
527 Kingsway, 2228 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Caving Equipment 
327 Sussex St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
507 Kent Street, 2000 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade 
77 Queen St., 4000 ' 
Tel.(07)2296609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
93-95 Albert Street, 4000 
Tel. (07) 221 6756 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd. , 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty. Ltd., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.212.7857 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin, 
32 Criterion Street, 7000 
Tel. (002) 31.0777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin, 
124 St. John Street, 7250 
Tel. (003) 31 .4240 (C) (S) 
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Victoria: Camberwell Junction 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 82.7229 

Victoria: Heathmont 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
115 Canterbury Rd., 3135. 
Tel. (03) 729.7844 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria : Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000. ' 
Tel. (03) 67 .3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67.7966 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67 .4845 

Western Australia : Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33A Adelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
7 A/59 East Parade, 
East Perth. 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 

Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd ., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports 

Ltd ., 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 66.211 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd ., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd ., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Protec Mountaineering Inc. , 
109 Thomas St. 
L6J 5A7 
Tel.416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
675 Yonge Street, 
M4Y 2BZ. 
Tel. 416.964.7909 

Ontario: Waterloo 
Adventure Guide, 
258 King St. N, 
N2J 2Y9 
Tel. 519.886.3121 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel.524.1106 

GERMANY 
Bochum 1 
Tourenzentrum Berghuser 
Alleestr. 89, 4630 
Tel. 0234.64729 (C) (M) (S) 

Bonn 
Sine 
Breite Str. 47,5300 
Tel. 0228.654320 (C) (M) 

Frankfurt 1 
Sine 
Oeder Weg 43, 6000 
Tel. 069.552233 (C) (M) 

Freiburg 
Sine 
Moltkestr. 5, 7800 
Tel. 0761 .37934 (C) (M) 

Heidelberg 
Sine 
Rohrbacher Str. 81 , 6900 
Tel. 06221 .15010 (C) (M) 

Mainz 
Sine 
Graben 1,6500 
Tel. 06131.226681 (C) (M) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box848 
Tel. (089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Hong Kong Mountaineering 

Training Centre, 
1 /F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, 
Kowloon . 
Tel. 3-848190 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd., 

Room 102, I/F., 
32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wan Chai . 
Tel. 5-733313, 5-733329 
Telex. 65205 MTSEV HX 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 2301 0 
Tel. 0342 640873 

KOREA 
Seoul 
Cobra Sports Incorporation 
1067, Jaegi-Dong 
Dongdaemoon-Ku (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. (02) 964.8827,3249 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street, (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Y.H.A. Shop 
92-98 Corporation Street, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.7799 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd ., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd ., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.233122 - Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd ., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 



Brighton Edinburgh 
Surf & Ski Sports Nevisport 
1/2 Regents Street Unit 13, 
(corner of Church Street) Waverley Market, 
BN11UL EH11BQ. 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 031.557.0923 
Bristol 

Elgin Ellis Brigham 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 162 Whiteladies Road. 
61 High Street. Tel. 0272.741157 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Bristol 
Fort William Pindisports 
Nevisport Ltd ., 5 Welsh Back, High Street, PH33 6EJ . BS14SP Tel. 0397.4921 Tel. 0272.211577 

Glasgow Burnley Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) Sportak Tel. 041 .221.4531 /2 25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 Glasgow 

High range Sports, Buxton 
99 Great Western Road . Jo Royle 
Tel. 041.332.5533 6 Market Place. (S) 

Tel. 0298.5824 Glasgow 
Nevisport, 

Cambridge 261 Sauciehall Street (M) 
Actionsports Tel. 041.332.4814 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd. Glossop 
CB4 3AN Magic Mountain 
Tel. 0223-356207 Howard Town Mill 

Victoria St. 
Canterbury Tel. 045.74.4424 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., Glossop 
3 Palace Street. Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
Tel. 0227.470023 72 High St. West. 

Capel Curig 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Joe Brown, Grantown-on-Spey 
The Climbing Shop, Speyside Sports, 
Tel. 06904.205 47 High Street (S) 

Capel Curig 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Ellis Brigham, Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) Casac Equipment, 
Tel. 06904.232 3 Hagley Road . 

Cardiff 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 

Outdoor Action , Inverness 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
Tel. 0222.28892 13 Bridge Street. 

Cardiff 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Up and Under Outdoor Gear, Keswick: Cumbria 
148 Ninian Park Road . Mountain World, 
Tel. 0222.390531 28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 

Carlisle Lancaster 
Dennis English, H. Robinson, 
141 Lowther Street. Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
Tel. 0228.30239 5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Chester Leeds 
Ellis Brigham, Centrespo rt 
7 Northgate Street. 40 Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel.0244.318311 Tel. 0532.452917 

Coventry Leeds 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) Wilderness Ways, 
Tudor House, 17 Eastgate. 
14 Spon St., Tel. 0532.444715 
CV1 3BA 
Tel. 0203.21937 Leeds/Bradford 

Croydon Guiseley Mountain Sports, 
Towngate, Pindisports Guiseley LS20 9JA. Whitgift Centre, Tel. 0943.75846 CR0 1 U4. 

Tel. 01 688 2667 Leicester 
Derby Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 

52A London Road (S) (C) Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
Tel. 0533.551952 85 King Street. 

Tel. 0332.365650 Liverpool 
Derby Ellis Brigham 

73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) Prestidge Ski and Climb, Tel. 051.709.6912 350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 llanberis 
Dundee Joe Brown, 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., Menai Hall, 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) High Street. 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W86BD 
Tel. 01.938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
456/8 The Strand 
WC2R 0RG 
Tel. 01 .839.5161 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1 M 2LJ 
Tel. 01 .242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01 .937.0872 (M) (S) 

London 
Y.H.A. Shop 
14 Southampton Street, 
WC2E 7HY. 
Tel. 01 .836.8541/7 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathed ra I Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Y.H.A . Shop 
166 Deansgate, 3. (S) 
Tel. 061.834.7119 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd . 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.323561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE11RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd ., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Nottingham 
Y.H.A. Adventure Shops, 
21 Wheeler Gate, 
NG1 2ND. 
Tel. 0602 475710 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL 1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 ., 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd ., 
41 Bell Street, 
RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
9 Charles Street. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stockport 
Al pen stock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

Tromso 
Tindloftet A/S 
Storgt. 58 
Tel. 083.85103 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 
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Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Aboulevarden 54-58, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
N r. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kon9ensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd., 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.166.9 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave ., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd., 
3659 Riverside Plaza, 95026. 
Tel. 714.825.2976 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401. 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Diego 
Pack Factory, 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. 
Tel. 714.755.7662 

California: San Francisco 
The North Face, 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, 95370. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
1136 Speer Blvd., 8020 4. 
Tel. 303.433.3372 

Colorado: Denver 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3500 S. College Ave., 80525. 
Tel. 303.226.3683 

K2 ~Ye!~~fi!?!' 
Professional expedition support for Mt. McKinley and all of Alaska. Obt_ain your 
Free K2 Alaska Guide and inquire about reduced flight rates by writing: Jim 
Okonek, K2 Aviation, P.O. Box 290, Talkeetna, Alaska 99676, U.S.A. 
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THE KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE 
1987 PROGRAMME - Unbeatable value - all prices down 

K.2. Base camp via the Baltoro Glacier 29 days £1,785; Expedition to Gondoro 
Peak (5B50 m.) 22 days£ 1,485; Nanga Parbat, Di ran, Kunjerab pass on the 
Chinese border 15 days £1,095; Eastern Karakoram - Kashmir 21 days £1.065. 
Prices fully inclusive. Brochure out now! 
16, Parvian Road, Leicester, LE2 6TS. U.K. 0533-833903 

~ BECJC All handmade. Unconditionally guaran_teed. 
~ 86 catalog free to foreign; 

CRAMPON STRAPS · U.S. & Canada, send 20¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara. California 93120, USA. 

Colorado: Fort Collins Washington: Bellevue 
The Mountain Shop, Marmot Mountain Works, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) Tel. 206.453.1515 

Colorado: Lafayette 
Washington: Leavenworth Lowe Alpine Systems, 
Der Sportsman 802 South Public, 80026. 
837 Front St. Tel. 303.665.9220 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 509.548.5623 

Colorado: Lakewood 
Holubar Mountaineering, Washington: Seattle 
11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. Recreational Equipment Inc., 
Tel. 303.238.7511 1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Connecticut: West Hartford Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. Washington: Seattle 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) Swallow's Nest, 

3320 Meridian Ave., N., 98103. 
Massachusetts: Boston Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Ave. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) Washington: Seattle 

North Face, 
Massachusetts: Salem 4560 University Way N.E., 

98105 Life Sports 
Tel. 206.633.4431 East India Mall, 01970 

Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) 
Washington: Seattle 

Montana: Bozeman The North Face, 
Northern Lights Trading Co., 1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
1627 W. Main, 59715 Tel. 206.622.4111 
Tel. 406.586.2225 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Tacoma 
N.H.: North Conway Base Camp Supply, 
International Mountain 3730 South Pine, 98409. 

Equipment, Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 
Main Street, 03860 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

Wisconsin: Madison 
New York: New Paltz Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
Rock and Snow, State and Gorham, 53703. 
44 Main Street, 12561. Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) 

Wyoming: Cody 
New York: New York Sunlight Sports, 
Camp and Trail Outfitters, 1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
21 Park Place, 10007. Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Oregon: Independence Teton Mountaineering, 
Independence Mountaineering, Main Square, 
215 South Main, 97351. (P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Salt Lake City 
Wyoming: Lander Holubar Mountaineering 

3975 S. Wasatch Blvd ., 84117. Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
Tel. 801.272.9403 (C) (S) (M) 220 Main Street, 82520. 

Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 
Virginia: Bristol 

Wyoming: Laramie Mou_ntain Sports Ltd., 
1010 Commonwealth Ave ., Rocky Mountaineering, 
24201 211 Second Street, 82070 
Tel. 703.466.8988 Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) .. 

WHAT TIME IS IT ? 
Do you need new outdoor equipment? Wiuld you like to choose 
from a wide range of gear, with expert unbiased advice, great discount 
prices, all from the comfort of your own armchair' 
Then it's time you invested £1.50 in the latest Field & Trek Outdoor 
Equipment Guide 

MOUNTAIN BACK NUMBERS FOR SALE 
I have copies of almost all issues of Mountain available for sale. 
Copies also swapped and bought. International enquiries welcome. 
Dave Wilson, 3 Harlesden Road, St. Albans, AL 1 4LE, England. 

GORE-TEX 
FABRICS 
(6TYPES) 

Plus seam taping service, Ventile, Cordura, polycotton, Thinsulate, Hollofil, 
down. Polar fabric, fleece fabric, tent fabric and mosquito netting. Zips. 
buckles, webbing, velcro and much more. Patterns for all outdoor gear. 
Climbing gear. discounts up to 15%. Exports. 

;:;,i;,;\~~\~:~rt:~~~orn, WA7 IND. Enoland. 





~uN UPP Rl[D N RTH 
A two man haul to break the Farthest 

North Unsupported record in the Arctic. 

Sir Ranulph Fiennes and Dr. Mike Stroud 

achieved 105 nautical miles establishing a 

new record. 

350 lb loads on sledgeboats were man 

hauled 11 hours a day for 15 days in the 

early part of 1986. 

Clothing and Sleeping Bags were critical; 

by day the team sweated a: great deal even 

with a temperature of-40°C and at night 

there was scant fuel for drying gear. Ran 

Fiennes said "The Mountain Equipment 

duvets were, as in the past, unbeatable. 

Their Gore Tex covered sleeping bags were 

superb, another expedition using American 

bags found they gained 40 lbs apiece in 

accumulated ice weight whereas our 

Mountain Equipment bags gave no such 

problems:' 

Mountain Equipment 
SUPPLIERS TO 14 EVEREST EXPEDITIONS 

The publishers of the Guinness Book of 

Records have recently elected Sir Ranulph 

Fiennes to their Hall of Fame as the World's 

Greatest Living Explorer. 

----------7 
Send £1 for the new Mountain Equipment Winter Brochure - 44 pages of full I colour including Adventure Photography article by Leo Dickenson, and I I photographic competition - or request free 8 page leaflet. I 

P L E A S E S E N D M E 
I D New 44 page Winter Brochure £1 enclosed. D Free Leaflet I 
I NAME _____________ ~_ I 
I ADDRESS _______ _________ I 
I M111 I 
I Send to: Mountain Equipment Ltd., Leech Street, Stalybridge, SKl 5 1 SD, England. I 

Telephone: 061-338-8793. 

L _ - - - -.- - -- - - - - - __ ..J 
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