


Approaching Summit Ridge, Norwegian Everest Expedition 1985. Annapurna Gore-Tex Duvet. 
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If you would like to receive a copy of our Winter 86/87 
brochure- 44 pages of full colour including Adventure 
Photography article by Leo Dickinson and a photographic 
competition - please send £1 together with your name 
and address lo: Dept. M 113, Mountain Equipment Ltd., 
Leech Street, Stalybridge, SK151SD. Tel: 061-338-8793. 

Alternatively- request free 8 page colour leaflet. 
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BINDERS 

Te~,:,lloM: General Enquiries 
061-273 5835 

Insurance and ln:~~~~rs:ieciprocal Rights 

MLTB, Couol,~27% ;~~;el 56,yices 

High quality maroon binders lined in 
grey, which hold 2 years' issues 
(12 copies). 
Provided with individual gold letraset packs 
to enable flexibility for personal referencing 
systems. These binders are the same colour, style 
and quality as previously available Mountain 
binders. Note discount available on bulk orders 
of 3 or more. All prices are inclusive of postage 
(overseas by surface mail), packing and V.A.T. 

UK - £4. 95 Overseas - £5. 25 US & Canada -
$8.50 

Price per binder when 3 or more ordered: 
UK - £4. 70 Overseas - £4. 95 US & Canada -
$8.00 
Payment may be made by cheque (including 
personal dollar cheque), cash, postal order, 
Eurocheque, International Bank Draft or 
International Girocheque. Prepayment required 
on all orders. 
All correspondence to: Mountain Magazine Ltd., 
PO Box 184, Sheffield 511 9DL, England. 
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tuition; warm West Cumbrian -hospitality. 
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ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 

A unique opportunity to see four of Britain's greatest moun

taineers, Joe Brown, Chris Bonington, Nat Allen and Doug 
Scott, give an illustrated lecture about the legendary climber 
Don Whillans. Tickets for these events are by donation to 

the "Don Whillans Memorial Fund", the proceeds of which 

will go to a project for the benefit of British climbers. 

EDINBURGH · Monday, February 16th. Start 7.30pm. 
Venue - Music Hall Assembly Rooms, George St. 
Introduced by Hamish Macinnes. Tickets (£4) from any of Graham 
Tiso or Nevisport shops. 

SHEFFIELD · Tuesday, February 17th . Start 7.30pm. 
Venue - Oval Hall, City Hall , Barkers Pool , Sheffield. 
Tickets (£4) from "Mountaineering Lecture", Publicity Dept., The 
Star, York Street, Sheffield 51 1 PU. 

LONDON · Wednesday, February 18th. Start 7.00pm. 
Venue - Royal Geographical Society, 1 Kensington Gore. 
Tickets (£5) from The Alpine Club, 74 South Audley Street, Lon
don Wl Y 5FF. (Tel : 01 499 1542) 

Cheques payable to " Don Whillans Memorial Fund" 

MOUNTBATTEN TRAINING requires a Senior Instructor/Course Director 
for it's Activity Centre at Painswick, Nr. Stroud, Gloucestershire. 
Th is Centre offers development training courses/school field study weeks 
and holiday opportunities to children and young people from a variety of 
backgrounds which emphasise a balance programme of both indoor and 
outdoor pursuits. 
Applications are invited from people who have suitable experience with 
children and young people, and who have shown a high level of initiative, 
enthusiasm and skill. 
The ability to organise, control and monitor a wide selection of activity 
programmes and to get on with people is a pre-requisite. 
This is a fully residential post, with excellent accommodation being 
provided. Starting salary of £4,000 per annum and free emolument. 
Applicants should be of an age range 23+ driving licence and relevent 
certification an advantage. Commencing date will be approximately 1st 
March 1987. 
Letters of Application, including past experience and relevant C.V. to: 

Mountbatten Training Limited 
36A Milton Street 
NORTHAMPTON 

NN2 7JF 

KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE 
1987 PROGRAMME 

PAKISTAN I. K2 , Concordia, 29 days , 2 dates , £1,785 inc. 
2. Gondoro Peak Expedition, 5650 metres , 22 days , 

2 dates, £1,485 inc. 
3. Safari Trek , Nanga Parbat, Hunza , Kunjerab Pass, 

15 days , £1,065 inc. 
KASHMIR I. Srinigar , Leh, Ladakh, 22 days, only £1,095 inc. 

Please send for brochure 
STOP PRESS "BODGA SHAN" - CHINA 

The Karakoram Experience have obtained permission to attempt the first 
British ascentofBodga Shan (5445 metres), the highest peak in the Tianshan 
range of Western China. We have decided to run this, in line with our search 
for specialist treks, in August 1987, 4 weeks. Includes exploratory trekking of 
the area, a chance to exit China via the Kunjerab Pass through the Karakoram , 
visit Peking, the Great Wall, Turfan depression etc. Price 4 weeks fully 
inclusive £2,650. 10 places only. For brochure for this trek and others please 
write to: 

The Karakoram Experience 
16 Parvian Road , Leicester. LE2 6TS 

Tel: (0533) 833903 

.. 

Want a good screw 
this Winter? 

British made titanium screw 
ins and drive ins by:-

f Q {g 8 S 
Olde English Road, 

Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 3LT 
Send for our Catalogue 
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INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
OF MOUNTAINEERING 

climbing and winter ma<mtalilNi:W."llal,-
AII courses run by U.I.A. 
Detoils from, 15.M., 
Tel. (Swiu code) 25 34 3 21 

~-

<JJ1'jftp 
DOUG GEETING AVIATION 
Mt. McKinley-Expedition Air Support 

Doug Geeting and Kitty Banner-Seeman 

• Air checks on the mountain • Indoor 
• Safe storage of personal gear sleeping 
• Discountforearlyreservations • Freesleds 

Mike Covington, Galen Rowell, Rick Ridgeway, Gary Bocarde, Jim Wickwire, 
Jeff Lowe, Phil Erschler, Jim Bridwell, Peter Habeler, Dick Bass, Frank Wells 
and Yvon Chouinard can't all be wrong! 

Doug Geeting 
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna, AK 99676 USA 
907-733-2366 

Pearabiner 

Kitty Banner-Seeman 
1865 Gore Creek, Vail, CO 81657 USA 

303-476-3929 

CHOUINARD 

7\.dvertisements are expected to conform to rules and standards 
Cl. laid down by the Advertising Standards Authority. Most do. 
The few that don't we'd like you to write in abouc. 

And if you'd like a copy of these rules for press. poster and 
cinema advertisements, please send for our booklet. It's free. 

The Advertising Standards Authority., 
We're here to put it right. 

ASA Ltd .. Dept. Y. Brook House. Torrington Place. London WCIE 7HN. 

ACCESS OFFICER 

The Access Officer will act as the BM C's professional officer for all matters 
related to access to mountains and crags. He/she will serve as Secretary of 
the Access and Conservation Committee, which involves giving advice and 
negotiating on access problems, assisting in policy formulations and making 
representations thereon, and liaising with many government and 
non-government organisations at local , national and international level. 

Experience of committee work , public relations and public speaking an 
advantage. An active interest in mountaineering and a clean driving licence 
are essential. 

The successful candidate is likely to be a graduate in planning or 
environmental sciences. 

The salary will be negotiable in the range of £9,000 - £11,000 and the 
appointment will be for a 5 year contract. 

Applications in writing, marked Confidential to:-

Dennis Gray 
General Secretary, British Mountaineering Council, Crawford House, 

Precinct Centre, Booth Street East, MANCHESTER Ml3 9RZ 

Closing date for applications:- 31st January 1987 

EQUIPMENT 

Ash~pef9r 
every s1tuat1on. 

Chouinard Locking Carabiners 

0 ur four locking carabiners embody our 
"less is more" philosophy. By designing 

simple, functional shapes that maximize the 
strength of the metal, in conjunction with a 
compact, stainless steel reverse-locking sleeve, 
we have been able to produce locking carabiners 
that are not only strong, but incredibly light. 
They are also completely dependable: Chouinard 
Locking Carabiners are individually tested to half 
their rated strength before they leave our shop. 
Light D Locking Carabiner: 1.9 oz/2300kg 
Pearabiner: 2.6 oz/1800kg 
Big D Locking Carabiner: 2.6 oz/2800kg 
Marinabiner: 2.6 oz/2800kg 

Chouinard ~ EijUiJ2!Tiel1t, Ltd. 
P.O. Box 90/ 245 West Santa Clara Ventura, CA 93002 
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The 'Technician· 
Light Years ahead. 

Best Quality 
Best Price 
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SOFTWARE 

-

m~~r~3!!! 
, .. 1067, JAEGI-OONG, OONGDAEMOON-KU, 

·. 1 SEOUL, KOREA 
•I• 

TEL. <02)964-8827, 3249 

□ 

The. 'Little Dipper· 
the lightest. brightest _ 
bag-: in ~fie _business. 

ALFRED GREGORY 
PHOro AND TREKKING HOLIDAYS 

1987 is the 16th year of these exciting escorted photo and trekking holidays - all 
directed and personally planned by Alfred Gregory FBIPP, FRPS (a member of the 
first British Everest Conquest in 1953) and Suzanne Gregory DPE, ARPS, and 
exclusively arranged by Woodcock Travel. 

1987 TREKKING PROGRAMME: 
EVEREST AND KHUMBU 
11 April & 10 October, 1987. 30 days 
trekking holiday in the High Valleys 
around Mt. Everest. 
CORDILLERA BLANCA NORTE 
The Peruvian Andes. 

AUTUMN WALK IN THE HIMALAYAN 
FOOTHILLS 
An Easy Trek in the beautiful 
Annapurna range. 
15 November, 1987. 24 days trekking 
holiday. 

20 August, 1987. 24 days trekking Ask also about Photo holidays to East 
holiday. Africa, The Galapagos Islands, 
Ask for brochures now: Guatemala and Mexico, India and Nepal. 

WOODCOCK TRAVEL LIMITED (Est. 1897) 
25/31 Wicker, Sheffield, S3 8HW. Tel : (0742) 729428. ATOL ABTA 64286 





GREATER HIMALAYA 

12 New Tibetan Peaks To Open 
New Pakistan Regulations 

CHINA 
During the summer the official 
Sinhua News Agency of China 
announced that 12 new Tibetan 
peaks will be opened to foreign 
expeditions during the next five 
years. Of these, five are 
immediately available: Cho Oyu 
(8201 m), the world's sixth 
highest, Gulha Kangri (7538ml, 
Oowoyart (7351 m), Gyala Peri 
(7151 m), and Nanchen Tang la 
(7117ml . Apart from Cho Oyu, all 
of these peaks are unclimbed. The 
Chinese may be using new 
ordnance survey figures, since 
the heights given by the news 
agency are at variance with those 
shown in the Mountain survey 
which appeared in issues 104-5 
compiled from the the latest data 
available in the West. 

NEPAL 
Post M onsoon 
Fifty-seven teams were active in 
Nepal during the post monsoon 
season, but only 15 have been 
successful. The reports so far 
received are of generally poor 
conditions particularly on the 
higher peaks during the past 
season. Fourteen deaths have 
bee~ re~orded in Nepal alone, 
continuing the sad stery from a 
summer characterised by tragedy 
associated with poor weather 
conditions. 

It is also worth noting that the 
death of the very experienced 
Swiss climber Marcel Ruedi on 
Makalu, reported in Mountain 
112, was almost certainly the 
result of pulmonary oedema. 
Ruedi had just completed his 
tenth 8000er, but on this occasion 
had spent only ten days 
acclimatisation to save time in 
hopes of also being able to climb 
Lhotse and Everest later in the 
same season. This is another 
example from a growing list that 
seem~ to say that even very 
experienced mountaineers are 
prone to oedema when not 
properly acclimatised. 

Lhotse Shar (8400ml 
The S. E. Ridge has become a 
much sought after prize. It 
repulsed another attempt this 
year during the post monsoon 
season, on this occasion a small 
Swiss team comprising Toni 
Spirig, Beda Fuster and Werner 
Steininger. The team spent a 
month on the mountain, making 
four semi-alpine style attempts 
using fixed ropes only on two 
steep ice sections. On the final 
attempt, Spirig remained in Camp 
3 after becoming ill, while Beda 
made_a brave solo attempt, 
reaching 8050m before turning 
back in worsening weather. High 
winds and avalanches plagued 
the team throughout their time 
on the mountain. 

A ten strong Spanish team led 
by Manuel de Casas Martin 
attempted the South Face also in 
October. The team experienced 
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similar conditions to the Swiss. 
On Oct. 10, Pedro Lopez fell to his 
death from 7500m. The team 
persevered for several weeks 
before abandoning the attempt at 
the beginning of November. 

Pumori (7161ml 
The two British members of a 
joint Anglo-American team made 
an ascent of a new route on the 
South Face_in alpine style. Sandy 
Allen and Rick Allen needed five 
bivis on the route and one on the 
way down. The difficulties were 
apparently encountered on the 
lower half of the route. The top 
was reached on Oct. 19 and 
descent was made via the S W 
Ridge and West Face to the · · 
Changri Shar Glacier. It is not yet 
known whether the American pair 
of Morris Kittleman and Dave 
Saiget also made the ascent of 
the mountain. 

Arna Dablam (6856ml 
A Czechoslovakian-Swiss team 
of eleven members made an 
ascent of the West Face via the 
line attempted by the ill-fated 
New Zealand expedition led by 
Peter Hillary in 1979. The style of 
ascent was not as one might have 
expected given the numbers in 
the team . Miri Smid completed a 
solo ascent on Oct. 11 after two 
days' climbing and then had a 
frightening descent via the S . W. 
Ridge and South Face with only 
1 Om of rope for abseiling. A week 
later Rudi Hornberger and 
Christian Jaggi repeated the 
route in a similar time. 

A Yugoslav team of six led by 
Darko Berljak climbed the West 
Face in October. Edin Alikalfic 
reached the summit on Oct. 18, 
and the following day, Branko 
Puzak reached the top. Speed and 
independence seems to be the 
message for the route . 

Two French climbers, Pierre 
Hiroz and Ducroix Pierre, also 
climbed the mountain in October 
reaching the summit on the 22nd 
via the S. W. Ridge. 

Makalu (8463ml 
Previously unreported is the 
A~erican expedition led by Ned 
Gillette which failed to climb the 
Standard Route in May. On the 
third summit try, Gillette with 
three Sherpas established Camp 
4 at 7440m. On the 26th , they set 
out for the top but a few hundred 
feet a_bove they had a nasty 
surprise .. The snow couloir whi ch 
normally provides access to the 
summit ridge had vanished 
leaving 400m of rock to climb. The 
Sherpas decided "no go ", and 
although Gillette continued, he 
was forced to turn back at 81 00m 
from the start of the rocks. 

During the post monsoon 
season, a four man Italian party 
led by Cesare Casa Bianchi also 
failed, apparently from around 
the same height. 

The West Face of ~ma Dab/am, showing the line of the Czecho-S · 
Route. Photo: Mm Smid. w,ss 

Kangshungtse (Makalu 2) 
(7678ml 
The first Israeli Himalayan 
expedition failed to reach the 
summit after continuous heavy 
snowfall and avalanches. The 
eight man team, led by Doran 
Erel , reached a high point of 
7400m . 

Jannu (7710ml 
An Australian army expedition 
ended tragically with the death of 
Keith Egerton who died on Nov. 1 
of exhaustion at 6500m . 

Langshisa Ri (6500ml 
A four man New Zealand 
Expedition comprising Martin 
Hunter, Simon Cox, Steve Upton 
and John Goulstone climbed the 
South Face of this Langtang 
H1mal peak in April. The team 
reached the summit on April 14 
having arrived in base only a 
week before. The last 600m 
proved the cru_x, giving some 
hard ice climbing during the final 
two days of the ascent. 

Himalchuli (7893m) 
A Japanese team from Nihon 

University made an ascent of the 
Normal Route reaching the 
summit on October 26. During 
th_e descent, Hizuru Nakayama 
slipped and fell to his death. 

Manaslu (8163ml 
The fir_s! Columbian Himalayan 
exped1t1on attempted the Original 
Route, but were forced to 
abandon their attempt at the end 
of Oct. after Camp 4 was 
established and almost 
imm_ediately destroyed by 
contInuIng bad weather. 

Dhaulagiri 1 (8167ml 
An eight member Austrian team 
to the N. E. Ridge was terminated 
early in the season after a 24 year 
old member died of altitude 
sickness at 3700m as he was 
being evacuated from the 
mountain. 

INDIA 
Kangchenjunga (8586ml 
A Spanish expedition led by Joan 
Hugas Maurici climbed the 
mountain by the Normal Route 
using oxygen. On October 24, 
Jose Permane Sabate and Sherpa 



The North East Face of Shivling. The new Italian Route takes the centre 
of the face. Photo: Geoff Hornby. 

Ang Rita reached the summit. 
Ang Rita apparently made the 
ascent without oxygen. 

Meru North (6461ml 
The peak was successfully 
climbed by a lightweight lndo
Swedish team. They reached the 
summit on Sept. 7 after five days 
climbing . A three man Japanese 
expedition led by Suzuki were 
swept to their deaths in an 
avalanche on a new line to the left 
of the original route. The same 
team had abandoned this line two 
years before after they had 
accidently dropped their bag 
containing their gas cartridges. 

Jogin 1 (6465ml 
Jogin 2 (6342ml 
A team of 18 British and 1 Indian 
policemen climbed these peaks 
in September, ten reaching the 
summit of Jog in 1 and three 
Jog in 2. An attempt on a new line 
on Peak 6529 failed. The climbing 
leader of this joint London Met/ 
Scotland Yard team was Lew 
Hardy, and it is notable that most 
of the team had only climbed for 
two years prior to going to the 
Himalaya. By selecting 
reasonable objectives, a 
relatively inexperienced team 
managed to have a successful 
trip. 

Kedar Dome (6831ml 
Fast ascents of the Normal Route 
were recorded by both American 
and Indian parties. Mugs Stump 
and Lyle Dean also attempted the 
South Face of Shivling and the 
Meru Central without success. 
On Meru, an avalanche dislocated 
Stump's shoulder and forced 
them to retreat. 
Shivling (6543ml 
Previously unreported was an 
Italian ascent of the difficult and 
unclimbed N. E. Face of Shivling. 
Paolo Bernascone, Fabrizio 
Manonni and Enrico Rosso 
completed the climb in eight days 
in June, encountering contin~ous 
difficulties on both rock and ice. 
They gained the East Ridge at 
6300m, and descended the 
original route in one day. They 
lost their cooking utensils and 
some of their hardware on the 
upper part of the face making the 
last few days uncomfortable for 
more reasons than one. 

Saser Kangri 2 (7513ml 
A seventeen strong lndo
Japanese expedition narrowly 
failed to climb this unclimbed 
peak. Faced with a choice of two 

rock faces at a height of 7200m, 
they choose the easier left hand 
one and eventually gained a 
subsiduary summit just to the 
west of the main peak. Poor 
weather and the apparent 
difficulty of the other summit 
made the team decide to call off 
another attempt. 

Rimo 1 (7385ml 
A twelve man international 
expedition comprising six 
Indians, four New Zealanders 
(including Peter Hillary), an 
Australian and an American failed 
to climb the mountain in October. 

PAKISTAN 
Some of the details of the new 
regulations in Pakistan have 
become available. In future, 
teams will be asked; 1) to deposit 
$4000 US for rescue, 2) no more 
than two 8000ers will be granted 
to any one team during a year, 3) 
no climber can join morethantwo 
expeditions in a year, 4) teams 
are asked to remain together 
throughout the duration of the 
trip (the leader will be held 
responsible ifthey do not), and 5) 
a charge will be made for film 
making from Jan. 1987. How 
these regulations will be 
administered has yet to be seen. 
In particular, the requirement that 
teams stay together is nothing 
new and has proved totally 
impractical given the individual 
responsibilities and plans of team 
members. 

Yukshin Garden Sar (7530ml 
A four man Spanish team reached 
the summit via the Austrian 1984 
Route on July 8. Five camps were 
established on the mountain in 
generally poor conditions, and all 
four members, Alejandro Arranz, 
lnyaki Aldaya, Alfredo Zabalza 
and Tomas Miquel suffered 
serious frostbite in their toes. 

CORRECTION 
In Mountain 111 it was reported 
incorrectly that Roger Marshall 
attempted the Norton Couloiron 
Everest. In fact, he climbed to the 
North Col from the East Rongbuk, 
and eventually made an attempt 
on the Japanese/Hornbein Super 
direct, climbing nearly 2000m in 
one night to 7700m before 
turning back because of deep 
snow. 

Correspondents: Adams-Carter, 
Allen, Arranz, Hardy, Marshall, 
Nyka, Smid, Sain, Spirig. 

K2 Tragedy - A Postscript 

Recently the British domestic 
mountaineering magazine 
Climber usefully published an 
interview with Kurt Diem berger. 
On a number of details this 
clarified the facts about the 
process which led ultimately to 
the deaths of Julie Tullis, Al 
Rouse, Dobroslawa Wolf, and the 
two Austrians, Weiser and 
lmitzer. As usual the facts do not 
speak for themselves. In an 
editorial comment three 
contributory factors were 
emphasized alongside the bad 
weather which struck the party 
high on the mountain. 
"1. lftheCamp4gearstashed 
by Diemberger and Tullis had not 
been removed it might have 
eased the overcrowding at Camp 
4 and allowed Rouse and Wolf to 
make an earlier attempt, or the 
Koreans to get away sooner. 
"2. The sudden arrival of the 
Poles who had climbed the South 
Pillar made a crowded situation 
worse. 
"3. Diem berger undoubtedly 
points the finger at the Austrians 
for their astonishingly selfish and 
dangerous behaviour. If the 
agreement was as Diemberger 
says (that they should spend one 
night in a Korean tent, make an 
attempt and go right down to 
Camp 3), then the Austrians were 
the prime cause of what followed. 
This contrasts strongly with 
the Koreans who seem to have 
been bul!!ed out of their rightful 
place ... 

The piece went on to stress, 
correctly, that A! Rouse 
throughout conducted himself 
well, a contributing factor to his 
ultimate death. 

As an attempted explanation of 
the tragedy, Kurt Diemberger's 
account seems informative 
factually but incomplete 
analytically, while the editorial 
comment gives insufficient 
attention to the really important 
factors in this disaster, and 
inadvertently misses the real 
lessons which may be learned 
from the whole pattern of 
accidents on K2 this year. The 
question of why Julie Tullis, Al 
Rouse and the others weakened 
so much at Camp 4 is no mystery, 
as this piece concluded, though 
overcrowding doubtless would 
not help. Stated simply, they 
stayed at great altitude too long, 
and tried to rest too high. The 
Austrians did likewise, as did 
Maurice and Liliane Barra rd 
earlier in the summer. This was 
the conclusion of the latter's 
companion, Michel Parmentier, 
who was himself caught in a 
storm and barely survived 
coming down (relatively quickly) 
from above 8000m. Not only did 
he suggest it at the annual 
meeting of the French Federation 
des Montagnes on November 5 
1986, but he appeared to gain the 
agreement of virtually all the most 
informed high altitude climbers 
there. After all, for the 
experienced, that has been the 
logic of the very fast ascent 

without oxygen for nearly a 
decade, as practised so 
successfully by Messner, Wielicki, 
Kukuczka or Loretan, and by Jean 
Afanassieff, Escoffier or Benoit 
Chamoux, who were at the 
meeting above and appeared to 
agree. For them, and for most 
successful fast, light ascents, a 
relatively "safe" climb demands 
that climbers do not stay much 
more then 36 hours at the highest 
altitudes, and that descent is as 
fast as possible. There is no real 
question of acclimatization much 
beyond 7500m, and a longer stay 
invites rapid deterioration. 

With this logic, it follows that 
the fifth day's rest, at Camp 4, was 
an error, extending the stay at 
around 8000m for too long. When 
this was compounded by bad 
weather which trapped the 
climbers there in descent, and by 
a fall and forced bivouac in the 
case of Diemberger and Tullis, 
then a weak position became 
untenable. This was practically 
similar to the Barrards' descent, 
when they had climbed the top 
section of the mountain in 
extremely short stages, with 
inevitable deterioration which 
most likely contributed also to 
Tadeusz Piotrowski's fall, despite 
its initial cause being a lost 
crampon. 

One other factor needs to be 
stressed. Lightweight oxygen
free ascents really need good 
weather on the highest peaks so 
that the way, the tracks of others, 
fixed ropes or camps can be found 
quickly, and body temperature 
maintained. There seem to have 
been suggestions ofthe advent of 
bad weather on the summit day 
(August 6), but who has not taken 
their chances more than once 
when the summit seemed near? 
After two nights at Camp 4 it 
seems that the summit parties 
had already been too high too 
long as they set out, with 
consequent dehydration and 
other critical effects, a situation 
which left almost no reserve for 
bad weather and further delay. 

Of course there are a good 
number of examples of 
Himalayan climbers staying 
beyond about 7000m for longer 
periods without artificial oxygen, 
than the 36 hours or so which had 
become the yardstick on very fast 
ascents; notably on K2 in 1953, 
where a seven-man party stayed 
around that level for the period 
August 1-9 in mostly mixed or 
stormy conditions. There is little 
evidence that their chances of 
success or survival were 
enhanced by this long and 
partially involuntary sojourn. 
Apart from Art Gilkey's 
subsequent embolism, others 
seem to have suffered quite 
serious altitude effects, even 
before the famous fall, Peter 
Shoening's near-miraculous 
belaying of the whole group, and 
the eventual safe retreat of all but 
the unfortunate Gilkey himself. 
Paul Nunn 
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UNITED STATES 

More Euro-Pitches in Eldorado 

COLORADO 
With the broad acceptance of 
European tactics climbers are 
pumping out more and more new 
routes from the already well 
worked sandstone in Eldorado. 
With a never-ending supply of 
energy and bolts, Christian 
Griffith is leading the pack with a 
collection of very difficult "Euro
pitches". Unfortunately, most 
climbers can hardly read Engli sh 
let alone French so the new 
routes' names are lost to many of 
us. One of the most interesting of 
these climbs is Desdichido, 
5.13b/c. Climbed over a number 
of days, this route moves left from 
the arete on the second pitch of 
Cest La Vie and out the 
overhanging left wall of the Cest 
La Vie dihedral. Four rap bolts 
protect one of Colorado's most 
difficult climbs. Traditionalists 
turned their heads again when 
Griffith made a free ascent of the 
last pitch of Pat Ament's Centaur. 
With bolts placed next to 
previously nailed cracks, one of 
Eldorado's last classic aid pitches 
fel I at 5.12. Near the top of this 
and behind the finish of Red 
Guard Route is the short but 
difficult Venus de Milo with 5.12d/ 
13a climbing and two bolts. The 
Colour of Pomegranates (I think 
it's red) climbs the middle section 
of the Darkness till Dawn wall, 
underclings right to a thin crack 
and goes up with 5.12c climbing 
and one bolt. These two routes 
also by Griffith. Bob Candelaria 
and Greg Finnoff filled in the wall 
above the Rosy Cruxifiction 
traverse with two rap bolted 
routes. Predators 5.12b, goes up 
from the second pin on the Rosy 
traverse while Wild Kingdom, 
5.11 c, goes up from the third 
traverse pin. Both routes are said 
to be excellent. The same pair 
also freed the outside arete of the 
Rover dihedral naming it Roll 
over Rover, 5.11 d/12a. Charlie 
Fowler has been active in the 
desperate first ascent scene as 
usual. Captain Crunch is a 5.12d 
with two bolts and a pin to the 
right of Breakfast of Champions 
by Fowler and Joe Higgens. 
Fowler also managed to put up 
some routes on the West Ridge. 
Hyperspace Roundup, next to 
Mail Ridge, is 5.12c/d and Surfs 
Up, 5.12d/13a, is between 
Wendego and The Center Route. 
Parlez vou Hang Dog, just right of 
Whiplash, took Fowler some time 
and is 5.12. Genesis received a 
direct finish by Mark Sonnenfeld. 
Leviticus goes out the upper roof 
and is 5.12c. On Wind Tower, 
Thomas Nolting and Chip 
Ruckgraber started at Scotch and 
Soda, went 20 feet left, then up 
and over a roof to a leaning 
corner. Up and to the right on bad 
pro they finished Deutsche 
Sturheit at 5.11-. To the left of 
Endless Summer, Darius Azin led 
Compound Fracture, a serious 
5.12 previously top roped by Mike 

JO 

Brooks. Azin with Mark Tarrant 
also added Goukatron 25 feet to 
the right of Kloberdanz at 5.12d/ 
13a with one bolt. Paul Sibley and 
Mike O'Donnel teamed up for an 
ascent of the N.W. facing wall 
right of the W. Face of the Whales 
Tail. Video Feedback follows a 
flake, horizontal break and then a 
thin crack. A 5.12 done in 
traditional style. Joyce and 
Richard Rossiter have discovered 
a number of new climbs, many in 
rather unfrequented areas. On 
Shirt Tail Peak the pair climbed 
Missing Link, 5.10d/11 a, going up 
the second pitch of Gambit and 
then left and up. They also 
climbed the face right of Tiger 
Balm Aretegiving Mrs. Clean gets 
Down, 5.11 b. Cro Mag non, 5.1 0a, 
fol lows a serrated crack to face on 
the left side of Shirt Tail. On Wind 
Ridge the Rossiters climbed a 
right facing dihedral above and 
50 feet left of the Bats Ass 
dihedral. What's My Line? is 
5.11 c. Ventura Highway, 5.1 0c/d 
is a flip flop dihedral 20 feet right 
of Kangaroo Tail. Rincon has a 
direct finish up a left facing corner 
to a crack. Just left of Parallel 
Journey the Rossiters also did 
Don't Panic, It's Organic, 5.11 a. 
On the same cliff Bruce 
Hildenbrad and Robert Mueller 
climbed two good routes. 
Evening Stroll, 5.9-, goes up right 
of Moonlight Drive and out a roof, 
while Friends in High Places, 5.10, 
fol lows a crack just right of Purple 
Haze. Peanuts Wall has two hard 
new routes added recently. 
Sacred and the Profane is the 
arete to the right of the Peanuts 
route and was put up by Dale 
Goddard at 5.12d/13a with three 
bolts. On the second ridge above 
the upper Peanuts is Primal 
Scream, 5.12a, which climbs up 
to a mantle followed by an 
arching crack, this by the 
Rossiters. The pair also climbed 
Continental Drift, 5.1 0d, above 
upper Peanuts on the middle of 
the ridge . This is a face climb right 
of a zig zag dihedral. 

As the ethical debate 
concerning bolts continues in 
Eldorado another chapter was 
written by Bob Candelaria. This 
summer Candelaria altered Larry 
Dalke's 1967 classic XM route on 
the Bastille by placing a bolt on 
the crux, second pitch. Though 
these are not verses from the 
Bible, it has been written that; 
"More than any other climb of the 
60s, Larry Dalke's ascent of "X
M" in 1967 has become 
acknowledged by modern rock 
climbers as an advanced climb 
for its time, and one which 
possessed the characteristics 
which were to become hallmarks 
of the most difficult rock climbs of 
the 1970s - boldness, technical 
difficulty and seriousness, 
undertaken in pure free climbing 
style.''. To add more fuel to the 
fire, the park rangers threatened 
a fine to anyone chopping the 

Christian Griffith on pitch two of Centaur (5. 12), Redgarden Wall. 
Photo: Dan Hare. 

bolt. Threats or not, many could 
not stand to see a mustache 
painted on the Mona Lisa and the 
bolt was cleanly removed -from 
a R.P. no less. 

Up Boulder Canyon, just before 
Castle Rock, Fowler, Kyle 
Copeland and Mark Rolofson 
freed Copeland's aid climb Death 
Rides a Horse. Pins and a bolt 
were preplaced before the free 
version, Rock' in Horse, was let 
loose at 5.12-. On Castle Rock, 
Rolofson and A.S. Baker climbed 
the corner to the rig ht of the 
Campaigner which joins said 
route after a traverse; Rebellion 
is 5.12c. To the right of the Gill 
Crack Fowler and Copeland 
climbed a left leaning crack then 
moved right with dicy pro to 
Jackson's Wal/to invent the Alien 
Sex Toy at 5.12. In the shallow 
gully below the Cozy Hang route, 
Candelaria and Finnoff climbed 
F.A.D.S., a 5.10+ thin crack. Down 
on Bell Buttress, Dale Goddard 
freed the aid route Unfinished 
Symphony at 5.12c/d preferring 
to let the original name stand. 
And on Easter Rock, Copeland 
and Mark Hirt climbed a 20 foot 

roof in the center of the wall at 
5.10A2. 

On Longs Peak last winter (12-
17 Jan), Andy Bowman (UK) and 
Barry Mclane made the first 
winter ascent of Yellow Wall. The 
ascent took five days, including 
walk in and descent, with two 
bivvies on Broadway, one on the 
headwall and one on the summit. 

In the South Platte area, at 
Turkey Rock, Dogs of Furniture 
has a direct finish which 
continues up the crack by Johnny 
Woodard at 5.12b. To the left of 
this Goddard climbed a 
disappearing crack to give History 
Lesson at 5.12c I with one bolt 
placed by hook. Also by Goddard 
is The Go Between, 5.11-, which 
connects Shear Shark Attack to 
the upper head wall of hard 
pitches via a thin crack and roof. 
On Sun Rock, Better Luck Next 
Time, 5.10, starts in a finger to 
wide crack near the center of the 
rock and was put up by Copeland 
and Hirt. On the next rock west of 
the Sun is a dome with a 
headwall. Dark Side of the Moon, 
5.9+, climbs the black water 
streak on the right side with two 



lead placed bolts. Luna-C, 5.1 Ob, 
is the water streak to the left of 
Dark Side capped by an off-width. 
Five lead bolts on this one. One 
Step for Man, 5.9, is a left facing 
corner to a slab and finger crack 
left of Luna-Cwith two bolts. 
These three routes are by 
Copeland, Hirt and John 
McMullen. On Bear Tooth Spire, 
Joe Higgens and Copeland 
climbed the rightmost edge, via 
bolt protected face climbing at 
5.10 

In Telluride, guide Antoine 
Savelli and his wife Teri Kane 
have been busy on the local 
crags. In Crack Canyon the pair 
did Where Eagles Dare, 5.11 d and 
the nearby Syncronicity, 5.12a. 
Both climbs are bolt and pin 
protected. On the Ophir Wall, left 
of YCrack, Savelli and Kane freed 
an old Henry Barber route naming 
it Morning Glory. This 5.13a crack/ 
face climb is bolt protected and 
quite strenuous. Nearby, the 
same team added another 5.13a 
with Dingomaniaque. On the 
same wall, just to the left of 
Hidden Secrets, Fowler and Kane 
climbed the thin crack of Smokin 
Toasters at 5.11. Low down on 
the left buttress, Bill Myers and 
Fowler climbed an often 
attempted arching corner system 
calling it Reach the Beach, 5.11. 
Just to the right Fowler and Kane 
climbed an overhanging thin 
crack to give Bombs Away Dream 
Babys. Fowler pulled a monster 
block off before climbing this 
5.12. To the left of the previous 
two routes Fowler and Myers 
climbed a steep straight in fingers 
and hands crack calling it Party 
Out of Bounds, 5.11 +. 

The Grey Rock formation, 25 
miles NW of Ft. Collins, has seen 
much recent activity. On the 
Brother Crag, next to the trail, is a 
thin crack to a horizontal hand 
traverse followed by a hand to 
offwidth roof. This was climbed 
by Craig Luebben and Chuck 
Grossman at 5.10+ and is called 
Stop Smoking Sense. On the N. 
face of Grey Rock is Sky Crack, a 
5.8 finger and hand crack by 
Luebben and Kent Wheeler. On 
the West Face is Fatman in a 
Bathtub, a 15 foot off-width roof 
at 5.11 by Leubben and Wheeler. 
Just left of the S.W. slabs 
Luebben and Grossman put up 
Roofus Dickus, a 5.11 finger crack 
roof. On the first tier of the S.W. 
slabs Luebben and Jim Brink 
climbed Bad Boys Bolt a thin 
5.11 + face with hook placed 
bolts. Left of this is Good Girls 
Don't, 5.7x, by Luebben and Sari 
Schmetterer. On the second tier 
Luebben and Brink climbed the 
bold Wild Streak with runout 
5.10+ friction. Just to the left is 
Black Streak, a 5.11 top rope by 
Luebben. Several yards to the 
right is Grey Rat Rocksicle, a 5.8r 
face by Luebben and 
Schmetterer. In the center of the 
south face Brink and Drake added 
the bolt protected Pretty Face, 
5.11, while to the left of this Brink 
and Eric Aldrich climbed Just 
Another Pretty Face, 5.9. East of 
the main Grey Rock formation 
next to the trail is Rastajam, a 5.11 
finger crack by Luebben and 
Drake. Above this, the same pair 
climbed Treebeard, a 5.11- thin 
crack. Further to the right, 
Luebben and Drake also climbed 
Grunt and Groove at 5.10+. On 
the Granite Breakers formation to 
the east Brink climbed Any Which 

' Way You Can, 5. 11 +, then 
teamed up with Drake to add a 
5.11 finish to Pat McGrane's 
Frightline, 5.10-. Just to the left 
Brink and Luebben climbed 
Parsnip Pete's Last Dance at 5.10. 
Much further to the right Luebben 
and Brink climbed a short fist 
crack to produce Fisticuffs, 5.1 0+. 
Downhill from this Drake and 
Brink climbed the eight foot roof 
problem of A Roof at 5.11 +. 
Finally, on the north side of Last 
Lost Crag, Luebben and Brink 
managed the desperate Jaminy 
Crackit. This severely 
overhanging fingers to offwidth 
took several attempts and is 
5.11+. 

In the Big Thompson Canyon, 
at the Center of the Universe area, 
Mark Wilford climbed an 
overhanging fingers to hand 
crack on the left edge of the cliff, 
naming it Working fora Living, 
5.11 + /12-. Further up the canyon 
at the Palisades area there has 
been much recent activity due to 
the discovery of an access road. 
On the Yellow Wall cliff Beyond 
Therapy, 5.11-, fol lows a zigzag 
corner just left of the center arete 
by Gary Sapp and Malcomb Daly. 
Fascination, first aid climbed by 
Sapp and Jeff Basset, is the 
obvious arete in the center of the 
face, later freed by Wilford and 
Basset at 5.11 +. Fatal Attraction, 
5.10, climbs the left crack on the 
face then moves right to the main 
chimney system, another Sapp/ 
Basset route. Sapp and Daryl 
Miller climbed the rightmost 
crack on the wall at 5.10 to give 
Lindenschaft. The chimney on the 
right side is Coco goes to Paris, a 
5.11 by Sapp and Matt Rem bu rm. 
Lower down on Dog Wall, Sapp, 
Remburm and Steve Gorham 
climbed Flailing Like a Big Dog, a 
5.10 crack on the left of the cliff. 
Betty Lou, 5.8, is the crack 20 feet 
to the right of Flailing .. . done by 
Sapp and Remburm. Remburm, 
Gorham and Stewart? climbed a 
roof system in the same area 
without the benefit of enough 
beer naming it Maybe if I was 
Drunk at 5.9+. On the Upper Right 
Wall, Lost Shoe in Space, 5.10, 
starts near the center of the wall 
and climbs a blocky corner, cuts 
right then passes through two 
small roofs, first ascent by Sapp 
and Diane Terefarro. Blacks on 
Blondes is a combination route 
starting on the right side of Dog 
Wall and climbing a crack system 
up to the Upper Right Wall and 
continuing up the right side of this 
formation. Sapp and Gorham 
managed this 5.10. On the Mozart 
Wall, Sapp, Remburm and Miller 
climbed Rock Me Amadeus, a 
5.10 which follows the main 
crack. Sapp and Tom Cambell 
hacked their way up Bush Wars, 
5.9, a left facing dihedral which 
should be more pleasant for 
future parties. On the Cardinal 
formation Midget Tripping goes 
out twin cracks in a large roof at 
5.10+ by Sapp and Rem bu rm. On 
the right side of the cliff Flying A 
is a 5.10+ hand crack by Daly and 
Richard Hoh ms. 100 feet to the 
left of this is Triple Bypass. Thrae 
small roofs follow a wandering 
crack system at 5.10+ by Daly. 
Just left of this is Blunted Edge, a 
5.9 flake by Hoh ms and B. Bliss. 
Cutting Edge, 5.11, is just to the 
left again and is a face to a 
dihedral and roof again by Hoh ms 
and Bliss. Kratzkis Approach, 5.9, 
is chimney 50 feet to the left of 
Cutting Edge by Bliss and J 

Marc Gay on Wild Kingdom (5. 11c), Redgarden Wall, Eldorado Canyon. 
Photo: Dan Hare. 

Harrington. Right of Amadeus is 
Pocketful/. This 5.10 by Rich 
Johnson and Hoh ms starts in a 
dihedral and goes up to a face and 
then wanders up to a crack 
system. 

Colorado was struck with 
tragedy this year with the death 
of two well known climbers. Ken 
Black aka Psycho Kenny died 
when his ropes were cut by a 
falling block near the top of a new 
route on The Peanuts. Ken had a 
ferocious appetite for climbing 
and was just as much at home 
soloing a North Face in the winter 
as he was cragging in Eldorado. A 
wild personality who will be 
sorely missed. 

The hearts of many were 
crushed this summer when one 
of Colorado's most talented and 
respected climbers was killed 
while climbing in Yosemite. Eric 
Goukas died of head injuries after 
a leader fall while attempting the 
first continuous free ascent oft he 
Pratt-Kelsey Route on Higher 
Cathedral Rock. Eric was 
obsessed with climbing and, for 
that matter, life. He had no idea 
what moderation meant and filled 
his 23 years by living his dreams. 
Eric loved living close to the edge. 
Soloing 20 pitches of 5.10 in a 
day, solos of Long's Peak in both 
the summer and winter, 
motorcycle crashes at 70 m.p.h., 
car races down Flagstaff, taking 
the runout leads and bouldering 
off the deck were all just parts of 
the way life was supposed to be 
lived. Eric radiated the spirit of 
climbing and for those lucky 
enough to know him it was sure 
to rub off. It is much more than 
his climbing feats that speak for 

Eric. Possibly the greatest 
testimony to him are the lives he 
sparked and the friends he made. 
Those who will never forget the 
Goukitron. 

Wyoming Wilford and Dennis 
Mccarron put up three good 
routes on the limestone of Ten 
Sleep Canyon in the Big Horn 
Mountains. Just down from the 
hair pin turns the pair climbed a 
triangular shaped face via steep 
pocket climbing. One lead bolt 
and 40 ft runouts made Bolting 
the American Way a test of nerves 
at 5.11 + /12-x. To the left of this is 
a fist crack capped by a roof; The 
Glamour Factory is 5.11. And to 
the right of th is is Beauty on a 
Budget, an overhanging hand 
crack at 5.11. Fu rt her north at 
Steamboat Rock, Wilford climbed 
the north face of the largest 
boulder to give Testical Fortitude, 
an unprotectable 5.11x. 

Mark Wilford 

UTAH 
Eric Bj(2!rnstad's climbing guide to 
canyon lands (excluding Zion and 
the Grand Canyon) will be 
published next year. The cut off 
date for new material is scheduled 
for June 1, 1987. Route 
information may be sent to Eric 
Bj(2!rnstad, c/o the Moab Rock 
Shop, 137 N. Main Street, Moab, 
Utah 84532. 

A flurry of climbing activity has 
taken place in Arches National 
Park resulting in an 
unprecedented number of routes 
being established this spring and 
fall. This is probably to be 
expected prior to a new guide 
being written. However, not all 
climbing in the desert is the result 
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American limestone at Ten Sleep Canyon, Big Horn Mountains, 
Wyoming. Above: Mark Wilford on the unprotected Testical Fortitude 
(5.11x), and Below: Wilford on Glamour Factory (5.11). 
Photos: Dennis McCarron. 
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of the pending canyon lands 
guide. Castleton Tower, east of 
Moab, Utah, has now been 
climbed close to 800 times. The 
most recent 200 ascents have 
been completed within the past 12 
months. 

Lin Ottinger, who for three 
decades has guided tours into 
canyon country from his Moab 
Rock Shop, made an ascent of 
Castleton Tower in September. 
Unlike his roped climb last year, 
the ascent this year was by 
helicopter with a Chevrolet pick
up truck while he worked on the 
company's 75th anniversary 
promotion . It seemed like a case 
of deja vuas it is remembered that 
Chevrolet twice placed a vehicle 
on Castleton 's summit in the early 
1960s. It seems not surprising that 
a week before Chevrolet's ascent 
this year, the tower was host to a 
Japanese pick-up truck. 
Fortunately there was no debris 
left from this year's ascents, 
unlike Chevrolet's 1962 
advertising spectacle. 

In Arches National Park Tony 
Valdes, Sonja Paspal and Bob 
Milton climbed Libbis Maximus, a 
70 foot (21 m) dihedral rated 5.1 0c. 
It is located at the top of 
Headquarters Hill. The park 
maintains a loose-leaf folder of 
the routes done in the area. To 
review it ask at the desk at the 
visitor centre. They request one 
register for climbing in the park, 
which may be done at the same 
location. 

The Dumpster was climbed by 
Charlie Fowler and Eric Bj(llrnstad 
(belayer) . The route is rated 5.11 
and is located just right of 
Portable Trash Unit. 

Cinnamon Rose, located left of 
Another Zinger route, was 
climbed by Charlie Fowler solo, 
and is rated 5.9. 

Sand Tears was climbed by 
Charlie Fowler and Eric Bj(llrnstad 
(belayer). It is rated 5.11 and is 
located about 2.5 miles from the 
visitor centre, on the north-facing 
wall near the park road . 

Sand Bag was established by 
Kyle Copeland and Sue Kemp at 
5.1 Ob . It is located at the left 
entrance to Park Avenue as it is 
approached from the north . 

The Hall of Flame route on 
Candelabrum Tower in the Park 
Avenue area of arches by Alison 
Sheets and Kyle Copeland is rated 
5.11 C. 

Layton Kor's ascent of Argon 
Tower in the Courthouse Towers 
was repeated several times. 

Perhaps the most difficult climb 
in the park was completed on 
October 14-17 with the first ascent 
of the 550 feet ( 168m) Tower of 
Babel by Charlie Fowler, Eric 
-Sj(llrnstad and Lin Ottinger. The 
climb follows obvious cracks on 
the narrow southwest buttress 
directly above the park road . It is 
rated IV, 5.4, A4. 

The first ascent of Sheep Rock 
(440feet, 134m) in the Courthouse 
Towers was made by Charlie 
Fowler and Kyle Copeland and 
rated Ill, 5.7, A3. The first pitch 
followed an old attempt by Layton 
Kor in the 1960s. He was chased 
off the climb by National 
Monument Rangers. The eventual 
first ascent this year, however, 
was received with enthusiasm by 
the park service, as climbing 
ranger Steve Swanke visited with 
Eric Bj(llrnstad and Lin Ottinger 
while following Charlie Fowler 
and Kyle Copeland's progress 

through binoculars. 
The Lamb was climbed by 

Charlie Fowler solo. It is a steep 90 
foot (29ml formation to the rear of 
Sheep Rock, 5.10. 

All climbs in the Arches 
National Park are on the Slick 
Rock Member of Entrada 
Sandstone. 

Outside of Arches, Lin Ottinger 
made the first ascent of Funnel 
Arch solo. It is located above Kane 
Creek between Pritchett and 
Hunter Canyons. 

Teton Rangers Paul Gagner and 
Rich Perch climbed Oxygen Debt, 
5.11 , a previously unclimbed line 
just above State Highway 163 (the 
river road) east of River Road 
Dihedral West Route, located a 
few feet west of Sheep Canyon, 
about three miles up the river 
from Moab. 

One mile up the river road, Jim 
Dunn and Maureen Gallagher 
climbed the left side of the 
Sorcerer's Apprentice, located 
above the one mile marker of 
State Highway 163. The three 
pitch route is rated 111, 5.11 c. 

In Taylor Canyon on the right 
side of the first canyon branching 
left (north), Chris Segue, Kent 
Wheeler and Chuck Grossman 
climbed Seven-Up, a 120 foot 
(37ml long 5.10 hands and fist 
cr.ack. 

Ron Olevsky, Dave Mondeau 
and Dan McGee climbed 
Merrymaker Route on Merrimac 
Butte and rated it 11, A3. It is 
located just left of the Hypercrack 
route. 

Ron Olevsky and Dave 
Mondeau made the first ascent of 
the Monitor Butte from the left 
side of the South West Face. This 
climb was rated II, 5.7, A2, 250feet 
(76ml high. 

Both the Merrimac and Monitor 
Buttes are composed of Entrada 
Sandstone and are located a few 
miles north of Moab, just north of 
State 313 which branches off US 
191 towards Dead Horse Point 
State Park and Canyonlands 
National Park. 
Eric Bjfl}rnstad 

On July 13, 1986, Dan Bradford 
and Angelo de la Cruz completed 
the first ascent of the East Face of 
Gothic Mountain near Crested 
Butte. Gothic Triangle (111 5.1 0c R) 
is a 700 foot route located one
half mile uphill to the west, from 
the townsite of Gothic, Colorado. 
The route 's namesake is a smooth 
one hundred and fifty foot 
triangular-shaped face at the top 
ofthe wall as viewed from Gothic. 
The lower part of the left side of 
the triangle forms part of the fifth 
pitch . 

The climb starts about a 
hundred feet to the right of a h1J9e 
boulder near the face, nearly six 
hundred feet below the left side 
of the triangle . Four full pitches in 
a somewhat prominent gulley 
system follow sparsely protected 
cracks and shallow dihedrals (5.7 
- 5.9) to a point just below the left 
side of the triangle. Pitch five jams 
the left side of the "Gothic 
Triangle" for thirty feet, then 
stems out left to a thin crack on a 
smooth wall (5.9-) and up to a tiny 
belay stance below a sh al low left
facing dihedral. The crux final 
pitch climbs the dihedral (5.9) to 
an omininous grey ceiling band, 
traverses left under the roof and 
follows the intersection of the 
ceiling and face (5.1 0c R) to the 
top of the wall. 
Dan Bradford 



AUSTRALIA 

Arapiles Meet Great Success 
Eating Competition Results 

VICTORIA 
Mt. Arapiles 
The International Climbing Meet, 
held at Ara piles from Oct 25 to 
Nov 4, was great fun, with dozens 
of climbers showing up from all 
over the world. Major events 
included five slide shows and film 
evenings, three day-trips to the 
Grampians, a Bush Dance and a 
munch at the Mount. Climbing 
competitions being decidedly 
passe, Jon Muir organised an 
eating competition, with three 
weight categories and cash 
prizes. The following items were 
consumed in this order: 1 slice of 
pizza, 1 Danish pastry, 1 chocolate 
eclair, 1 vegetable pasty, 1 apricot 
slice, 1 apple strudel, 1 thick 
shake, 1 fingerbun, 1 hot cheese 
roll, 1 bread roll, 1 ice-cream, 1 
can of coke, 1 bucket of chips, 1 
banana, and a piece of apple pie 
with fresh cream. Glenn Robbins 
(Australia) then sprinted away to 
a dramatic finish by comfortably 
consuming a custard tart, whilst 
his closest competitor, Kor 
(Japan), sank moaning onto the 
footpath. Veronique Koch 
(Belgium) received a special 
mention as the lightest 
contestant: she managed to 
outeat all the middleweights 
except one. Wolfgang Gullich 
celebrated the spirit of the Meet 
with his pronouncement: 
"Sometimes I eat so much it is 
difficult to breathe." 

For those who couldn't come, 
the Meet was immortalised on 
celluloid. Footage included Kurt 
Albert on India, Alison Osius on 
Pearls before Swine and HJ 
pedalling his mountain bike up 
Uncle Charlie's Nostrils. 

Wei I, there was at least one new 
route put up during the Meet. Kim 
Carrigan, fresh from his wedding 
with top Australian triathlete Meg 
Broadway, bolted the metre or so 
of rock between Orestes and 
Plimso/1 Line, to create a 27, 
perhaps to be named Triathalons 
are More Fun? 

Apart from the Meet, the most 
newsworthy event all year at 
Arapiles was Stefan Glowa~z's 
first ascent of Lord of the Rings 
(31 ). Stefan also made the second 
ascent of Punks in the Gym (31 / 
32) saying it was the hardest route 
he'd ever done. Christine 
Gambert, despite suffering 
disenchantment with Arapiles, 
our pride and joy, repeated India, 
the first woman to do so. 

On his recent visit, Didier 
Raboutou did the second ascent 
of Lord of the Rings, and also did 
the first on-sight flash lead of 
London Calling (26). 

Back to mere mortals, John 
Smoothy and Mark Colyvan 
bolted and climbed the much
speculated wall right of Crystal 
Prophet, creating Crystal Vision 
(26). Ant Prehn was a Piggy in the 
Middle (23) on St. John's 
Pinnacle, and also found Sissy 

Bars and :iuper Freaks (23), right 
of The Wraith . On the front of the 
Phares, Eric Jones and Chris 
Baxter managed to Raise the 
Titanic (22). Right of White Trash, 
Chris Shepherd led Fats Have 
Feelings Too (25). 

Grampians 
Bolting is all the rage at Mt. 
Stapylton, with new heights of 
decadence reached by the 
Melbourne climber who placed 
two bolts one metre right of an 
existing crack climb! Most new 
routes however were modestly 
spaced at least four metres apart, 
the hardest being Steve Monks' 
Innocent Fool (29), Steve 
Williams' Bhagwhan's 
Bushwalking Bazaar (24) and 
Graham Jones' Fa/la's Phallusy 
(23), all on the Wall of Fools. 
Meanwhile, on the Wall of Fuels, 
Dave Fearnley did the desperate 
L'Essence (25) and Lousie 
Shepherd put up Melting 
Moments (24) and Cooking in 
Chernobyl(22). On Main Wall, HB 
went Three Dimensional (22) and 
on Iskra, Fearnley did a Septic 
Crank (25) and another unnamed 
25, while Shepherd went Beyond 
the Black Stump (23). 

At Mt. Rosea, Keiran Loughran 
and Keith Egerton swung leads 
on The Loved One and The Dead, 
23 and 24 respectively, both right 
of R.I.P. 

At Eagle's Head in the southern 
Grampians, Louise Shepherd did 
the two remaining lines on STD 
Wall: VenusAphroditesand 
Electra Ring Your Father, both 25. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Wolgan Valley 
The Coal Mines cliff was brought 
to life over winter by Andrew 
Penney and Mike Stacey. All of 
the new routes are good 50 metre 
walls, many are excellent and all 
are predominantly bolt-protected. 
The pick of the bunch is Red, Hot 
and Blue (22) by Stacey, and 
Corregador (24) first climbed by 
John Smoothy after a mammoth 
bolting effort by Penney. Stacey 
also did Chrysalis (24), while Joe 
Lynch added the quality Plug in 
Drug (22). The only blot on the 
landscape is Penney's latest 
experiment with easy-clip but 
ugly pro: a line of bolts with 
biners glued and taped onto them 
permanently. 
Mt. Victoria 
The Left Wall of Eternity (27) was 
bolted by Steve Moon but first 
ascended by Long John Silver 
from the USA. Giles Bradbury did 
Cafe Debris (23) and The Fall (26) 
a hard classic above Faith. 
Rhinocerotic Crack (24) by Steve 
Moon provides a good pump up 
an overhanging flake to join 
Traverse of the Gods. The 
contrived Scheel's Effort (24) was 
first climbed by Martin Scheel. 
Stage Struck (23M1) ascends an 
impressive orange wall left of The 
Second Last Act by Bradbury; 

Above: Finalists of the eating competition battle it out. L-R: Jo'! Muir 
(organiser), Glenn Robbins (winner), Kor (Japan) who came th1rd. 
Photo : Louise Shepherd. 
Below: Didier Raboutou on Lord of the Rings, second ascent. 
Photo: Glenn Robbins. 

13 



Wrapt (23) is on the same wall by 
Michael Law. 

Corroboree Walls 
Teenage Nervous Breakdown 
(24) provides one of the better 
face pitches on these walls by 
Bradbury. 

Shipley: Upper Cliffline 
This easily accessible cliff near 
the town of Blackheath has been 
the subject of much interest of 
late. The routes are all well 
protected with friends and bolts 
and are on good Blue Mountain 
sandstone. The most popular 
route on the cliff is These People 
are Sandwiches (23) by Craig 
Martin. Chris Peisker climbed the 
five-metre ceiling to the right: 
Pallets of Pies (25). Martin Scheel 
did the sustained Language of 
Desire (24) . Left of this are 
Flaming Flamingoes (25) the 
steep jug haul Hot Flier (24) and 
the superb thin Loop the Loop 
(25) all by Chris Peisker. Further 
left, Smoothy put up Displaced 
Persons (25) with the crux moves 
consisting of a wrestle with a 
bush. 
Shipley: Lower Cliffline 
Smoothy made A Valentine 's Day 
Massacre (23) popular with its 
excellent pro, situated left of St. 
Clemen 's Crack. Left of this is the 
superb Nuclear Winter (24) also 
by Smoothy. 
Porter's Pass 
Bradbury put up the fine Physical 
Jerks (26) up the grey wall left of 
the waterfall. On the other side of 
the waterfall is Wipe Out(26) with 
a hairy mantle, and Sail Away(26) 
which is something of a testpiece. 

Narrowneck 
Chris Peisker repeated Law's 
Space Junk finding it to be more 
like 27 than Claw's grade of 23. He 
also added Tamba Goes To Town 
at 27. 
Zig Zag 
Zig Zag had its fair share of new 
routes at the hands of Smoothy. 
The Racer's Edge (25) is the steep 
arete to the right of Shakes & 
Flakes. Tips for Troubadors is the 
thin wall to the left and has 
proven itself to be classic. Not so 
classic but much thinner is 
Goodie Gumdrops (24) in the 
gully left of Dress Rehearsal Rag. 
Mt. York 
Right of the Iron Filings, John 
Smoothy put up Ferro Pro (24). 
Rod Young's Ashes to Ashes (25) 
is a high quality route, while 
Antony Prehn did the three star 
classic Who Killed Bambi? (22) . 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Moonarie 
This remote but thrilling crag has 
been a hive of activity with 
visiting climbers, despite 
decimation of their numbers by 
indigenous insects. Warwick 
Baird did a bolt lead of Barren of 
Emotion (26), the superb 
atmospheric double roof and wall 
left of Grand Larceny. Louise 
Shepherd's Fists and Toys (25) is 
a rude grope up a steep red 
groove left of Hairy Guru. Right of 
Victourshe indulged in Another 
Excess (25), a four-bolt instant 
classic, and right of Poodle Lust, 
she did Smooch with a Pooch 
(25). On Woodwind Wall , Dan 
Michael did the desperate 
jamming problem Compression 
Depression (26) while on Crag X 
Steve Mayers did the serious 
Poms Folly (23). 
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Buckaringa Gorge 
This compact little crag with its 
brilliant rock and picnic 
ambience, was mostly developed 
by Nick Nagel. The dozen or so 
routes range from 14 to a 23 
called Nuns in Black Leather by 
Dave Brayshaw. 
QUEENSLAND 
Girraween 
Early in 86, a number of excellent 
face climbs were completed , 
most of them by Scott Camps. On 
Sphinx Rock, Camps started off 
with Alex in Wonderland (23) 
which climbs a superb sharp 
arete, and to its right, The Queen 
of Spades (22), Scott next 
completed the steep and 
sustained Space and Energy (24) 
and the short but overhung 
Vakula the Smith (24) . 

The nearby Turtle Rock also 
succumbed to Scotts bolting 
passion to create Voyevoda (24) a 
slab and wall, Nineteen Forty One 
(22) and to the left of this, the fine 
slab Kalari (22). His magnum 
opus though is the brilliantly 
steep and ·sustained New Paths 
(24) . Left of New Paths he did The 
Blue Danube (23) and right, the 
well-protected Amadeus (24) and 
the bold and nasty slab Squeak 
Kills Rats (23). Richard Henderson 
added the steep Millions of Dead 
Punks (22), Rob Whannell found 
Free Time (22) and Camps. 
Mayele (22). 
Shady Buttress 
Scott Camps pushed it out on the 
exciting Pompeh (23) on Bracken 
Wall. On Jivaro, he found a 
Nephi/a (23) left of Xanon and 
Bishnoi (22) right of Sweet 
Lemon. Over on the Northern 
Front, Darren Holloway gashed 
but didn't flash The Shower 
Scene from Psycho (22M0) which 
was later freed by Richard 
Henderson. To the right Camps 
indulged in Young Lust (23) . 
Western Wall 
Scott Camps (that man again) 
climbed Making Butter (24) right 
of Auto Da Wot? The Additional 
Affliction (23) right of Prickly 
Aupair and New Tricks (22) right 
of Etude in "F" Sharp. Richard 
Henderson found his Old Ways to 
be 22. James Falla climbed the 
short wall right of That's Hip to 
produce the bouldery Crush Kill 
Destroy(24). At the far northern 
end of the crag, Michael 
Woodrow discovered a Friction 
Romance(24)eventhough it did 
end prematurely. Camps added 
the obvious continuation . 
Frog Buttress 
Stuart Camps climbed the high
flying arete above Smoked 
Banana and called it 
Understanding (22). Rodger 
Bourne and Evan Bieske found a 
naughty new game left of 
Nemesis: Down with His Pants 
(24). Richard Henderson placed a 
bolt in and led the often top-roped 
wall above Kev's Problem calling 
it LordDrool (22). John Pearson 
found the arete right of Rickety 
Kate to resemble Coconutlce (23) . 
Scott Camp's Serenade for 
Strings (24) starts up Dropout and 
moves left onto the arete to finish 
up Neon Philharmonic VF. 
Dinosaur Rocks 
Richard Henderson climbed the 
back wall of the Phallus to create 
Phallatic Farewell (20), while on 
the front Camps found Thrusting 
Limply (24) to be a desperate 
prop.osition . 
Louise Shepherd 

Above: Didier Raboutou on India. Below: Wolfgang Gullich on Angular 
Perspective. Photos : Glenn Robbins. 



BRITISH ISLES 

New Crags Galore on Lewis 
Secret Edinburgh Crag 

SCOTLAND 
The Lewis Sea Cliffs 
Even by Scottish standards, 
access to the sea cliffs around Uig 
on the Isle of Lewis is problematic 
to say the least. Either a four-hour 
ferry journey from Ullapool to the 
main (and only) town of 
Stornoway, or an hour long drive 
through Skye followed by a 
couple of hours on the ferry to 
Tarbert is required to reach the 
Outer Hebridean island. 

It seems likely that.the cliffs 
have been climbed upon since 
the late sixties, since mention is 
made of the area in Macinnes' 
introduction to Harris in Scottish 
Climbs 2. The island mass of 
Lewis/Harris is better known for 
the big crags of Strone Ulladale 
and Creag Dubh Dhibadail, but in 
many ways the sea cliffs are 
worth a visit in their own right. 
The rock varies enormously along 
the coastline, from perfect fine 
grained granite to many volcanic 
rocks with quartzite and 
pegmatite intrusions. 

The relatively remote position 
of the island on the eastern edge 
of the Atlantic ocean has one 
advantageous effect in that on 
most occasions poor weather 
forecasts for the rest of the 
country often fail to materialise 
as the clouds tend to continue 
further inland before emptying 
their load. 

More recently, the crags were 
opened up by members of the 
Lochaber Mountaineering Club, 
who steadily picked away at 
many worthwhile lines, mainly in 
the lower grades. Some of their 
best discoveries include North 
Atlantic Crossing, an 
impressively situated rising 
girdle of the headland block, Ard 
More Mangersta at MVS 4c. 
Opposite the start of this route, 
various routes from severe to VS 
have been climbed on the quartz 
wall, along with Sunset Ridge, 
(Diff) up the obvious arete. 

The two best finds by a long 
way were The Painted Wall Geo 
(or zawn) and The Flan nan Geos. I 
first visited the crags in May 1985, 
as part of a Lochaber MC meet, 
along with Dave Cuthbertson and 
a southern hit squad comprising 
Jim Moran and Dave Pearce, both 
Gogarth devotees. Peering into 
The Painted Wall Zawn we could 
hardly believe our eyes when we 
saw the wealth of unclimbed lines 
up for grabs. We scrambled down 
a broken gully and traversed 
along a narrow ledge system 
running along the foot of the 
vertical and slightly impending 
walls criss-crossed with various 
intrusions. New lines abounded. 

Unbelievably, only three lines 
had been climbed - both the 
obvious easy corners at VS and a 
fine looking crack up the centre of 
the wall, albeit with a rest point. 
The left hand corner, Mick's 
Corner, is thoroughly 

Above: 'Another unclimbed 300fl 
crag on Lewis'. Right: Yet another 
unclimbed crag on Lewis - 'As 
impressive as anything on 
Gogarth. Photos: Gary Latter. 

recommended at VS 4c, though 
the right hand one is a bit scrappy 
and probably best avoided. 

The next day dawned bright 
and clear. After a quick abseil 
down to check the lines, the 
striking diagonal pink vein of 
pegmatite gave Cuthbertson and 
Latter a classic E4 5c dubbed 
Painted Wall. Further right, a 
short black groove and steady 
wall climbing led to the final 
moves on Painted Wall - The 
Dreaded Dram, E3 5c. I climbed 
the overhanging crack in the 
centre of the wall, eliminating the 
unnecessary rest point and thus 
creating Motion Control, E2 5b. 

The Flan nan Zawns, a few miles 
further south, offer full length 
pitches up the sidewalls of 
narrow inlets, running parallel to 
the coastline. The best of the 
existing lines was Flannan Slab, 
MVS, taking a diagonal line up 
the deceptive landward facing 
wall, together with the Flannan 
Slab Directwhich does just that at 
VS 5a. 

15 



.=-~ 
.._,,~,(.,~.,,.- -

-.. ~~--
...:.. ~""--~~ .. 
-~-~-<:~~ 

Above Left: Looking into the Painted Wall Zawn. Above Right: Cubby in action on the first ascent of Painted Wall (E4 5c). Photos : Latter. 

That same day, Moran and 
Pearce ventured onto an 
incredibly impressive 130' 
overhanging crack up the back 
wall of the zawn . A purist 
approach (on-sight) resulted in 
Jim unexpectedly taking flight 
having been betrayed by a loose 
hold. Following a quick cleaning 
session on abseil, Jim soon 
powered up Magician, the first E5 
rated route in the Hebrides, but 
soon to be followed by many 
more. The pair returned the 
following day and bagged 
another plum with Sorcerer, E4 
6a up the shallow rampline 
emanating from the initial crack 
of Magician. The former is surely 
as fine a crack pitch as any in 
Scotland, despite having been 
climbed by a pair of Sassenachs. 

Next day, back in the Painted 
Wall Zawn, the gently 
overhanging pink quartzy wall 
left of Motion Control proved too 
obvious a challenge to pass by. 
An on-sight attempt ended in an 
escape into the top section of the 
easy corner. Sufficient 
information was gleaned from a 
speedy abseil and some runner 
placements cleaned out in the 
thin horizontal breaks, and I 
managed to climb the pitch on 
the next attempt - Dauntless, E5 
6a. 

Cuthbertson forced a hard 
direct line through the pegmatite 
vein, Whisky Galore, E5 6a, which 
saves its main centre of interest 
for the fingery wall at the top, the 
seemingly obligatory RP's in the 
thin breaks adding to the interest 
somewhat. 

Two other crags were 
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"discovered" that week. A few 
miles further south , a steep 
granite slab dropping straight 
into the sea and capped by a large 
broken quartz band resulted in 
the climbing of three new routes 
in an atmospheric setting . A fine 
grooveline up the line of the 
abseil descent gave Pearce and 
Moran Claymore, VS 4c. Further 
right, Cuthbertson and Latter 
followed cracks up the slab to 
finish up a large open groove in 
the broken band - Hundred 
Pipers, E2 5b. Pearce and Moran 
gained this upper groove by 
climbing another groove in the 
slab further right, Penny Whistle 
(E2 5b). 

Further north, another zawn, 
Geodha Caol gave Latter and 
Cuthbertson Into the Sea, E1 5b 
up a large open corner in the 
centre of a slabby face. The pair 
swapped leads for the obvious 
crack up the slab round to the left 
- Spike Fright, VS 4c. 

A month later, on a return visit, 
Cuthbertson and Paul Moores 
added a further three routes in 
The Flan nan Zawns with the 
elegant Queen's Freebie, E4 6b 
up the corner left of Magician with 
a hard crux to break through the 
initial roof, including a one arm 
pull up on the lip. They also added 
two pitches up the Red Walls at 
the apex of the zawn, reached by 
a spectacular jump across a 
narrow gap in the floor of the 
zawn . The middle of three 
diagonal cracks became Vin 
Rouge, HVS 5a , whilst the pair 
swapped leads for Limka, E1 5a , 
taking a parallel line just right. 

Latter added Pink and Black, E4 

5c, another steep and fingery 
pitch up the like-coloured gently 
overhanging wall left of the 
central corner in the Painted Wall 
Zawn. 

It is fair to say that the 
development of these cliffs is still 
in its infancy, but with these initial 
forays proving so fruitful, I know 
that I'll be back for more. 

If you're looking for a change 
from the usual crowded crags, 
then the Lewis Sea Cliffs is the 
place to go, with acres of superb 
unclimbed rock of all standards 
and a new crag around each 
headland! One particular cliff, 
some 400 feet high was even 
pronounced as "more impressive 
than anything at Gogarth" - food 
for thought for future 
generations. 
Note: All the routes are included 
in Scottish New Routes 
Supplement, 1986, by Rab 
Anderson and Gary Latter. 
Gary Latter 
Roslin Glen - Edinburgh's 
Lowland Sandstone 
One would hardly expect a series 
of sandstone crags less than ten 
miles from Edinburgh's city 
centre to have remained virtually 
unknown and undeveloped. 
However, this was the case here 
until recently. Although a few 
trips had been made by various 
people, the potential of the glen 
had not been realised and little 
exploration had taken place. 

Kenny Spence had visited the 
place years ago with Bugs 
McKeith . However, whilst on one 
of his recent foraging spells in 
search of rock close to home for 

his "semi retirement", Spence 
examined Roslin with a fresh 
outlook and in the process 
discovered a number of 
sandstone buttresses dotted 
along the banks of the river North 
Esk. 

Although ndt in the same 
league as the superb 
Northumbrian sandstone edges 
some 80 miles distant, the value 
of a place such as Rosi in, 
providing this type of climbing 
only 7½ miles from the heart of 
Edinburgh, should not be 
underestimated. 

Together with Gerry Rooney, 
Spence started development in 
relative secrecy during 1985. It 
was known that a crag was being 
developed but we were misled 
into thinking it was a seacliff 
somewhere along the coast to St. 
Abbs,andthethoughtof 
Hamilton assuming this when the 
crag was almost on his doorstep 
kept Spence going for months! 
lnitally only John "Spider" 
McKenzie was allowed to visit the 
place to repeat routes, partly 
because at the time he was 
staying with Gerry and would 
probably have figured out where 
it was in due course, due to the 
timing of Gerry's comings and 
goings, coupled with the deposits 
of sandstone, mud and foliage 
being left around the flat. Rab 
Anderson became involved later 
and helped develop the area 
through the winter and on into 
1986. 

As the crags are dotted about in 
the undergrowth on either side of 
the river, travel between them can 
be a little awkward at times, 



Left Top: John (Spider) Mackenzie on the second ascent of Beyond 
Traprain (E4 6b) Hanging Rock area, Ros/in Glen. Bottom Left: Kenny 
Spence makes the first ascent of Duncrankin (E4 6a), Walkers Cave. 
Ros/in Glen. Photos : Rab Anderson. 

especially in summer, when the 
vegetation and heat can give the 
place a claustrophobic and 
oppressive atmosphere, not to 
mention midges. This aside, 
however, there are some fine 
routes and due to the glen's 
sheltered nature this can make a 
good climbing area during the 
winter months, particularly with 
the disappearance of much of the 
vegetation, giving the place a 
much more open outlook. 

Rosslyn Chapel (NT 275631), 
where cars can be left, lies a few 
hundred yards from Roslin, which 
itself is south of Edinburgh just off 
the main A701 to Penicuik. From 
here a track/road leads N.E.wards 
for a couple of hundred yards to 
reach a good path leading 
through the trees, then steeply 
down to the river. 

The crags are described from 
the Roslin path on the west bank 
of the river opposite the obvious 
Wal laces Cave crag, going first 
downstream, then over and back 
upstream on the east bank. 

Jumbo's Bum Cliff: this lies 
beside the path a few hundred 
yards downstream and consists 
of two parts, the left-hand being a 
smoothish wall containing the 
routes. Rock All Over Me (E4 6a) 
follows the pocketed arete 
towards the left edge. Centre Line 
(HVS 5a), first ascensionists 
unknown, takes a line of holds to 
gain a crack, and The Forty-Twa 
(E3/4 5c) is a fine route up the wall 
just right of the previous route ; 
both new routes by Spence and 
Rooney. The right-hand part of 
the crag contains the "Jumbo's 
Bum" feature . 

The Red Cliff: this lies a couple 
of hundred yards further on 
where the path rises above a long 
line of biggish cliffs on a bend in 
the river; the crag catches the sun. 
Abseil approach recommended , 
although the undergrowth 
beneath the cliff can be battled 
through . The left-hand section 
consists of a short wall above a 
grassy ledge, belay on abseil 
rope. Red Face (E2 5b/c) is the 
short corner just above the ledge; 
Gruesome Gamboge (E4 5c) the 
wall just right of the previous 
route ; and Pinky and Perky (E2 5c) 
starts as for the previous route to 
move up rightwards; all by 
Spence and Rooney. To the right 
is an unclimbed corner and right 
of this a groove leading to a wide 
crack can be overcome with a 
struggle, Panama Red (E3 6a) 
(Rooney/Spence) . Brown Sugar 
(E3 5c) (Spence) starts from a flake 
just to the right to step left and up 
thesteepwall; RedRinger(E25alb) 
(Anderson, Spence and Rooney) 
takes the groove on the right and 
continues to a circular 
depression, and Old Red Eye (E2 
5c) (Rooney, Spence and 
Anderson) follows the obvious 
corner to the right. 30' right, a slim 
groove and corner system give 
good climbing, Red Wedge (E3 6a) 

(Spence/Rooney), and towards 
the right side of the cliff an 
obvious short corner and groove 
give the very fine Dusty Road 
(E4 6b) (Spence/McKenzie). 

Isolated Buttress : this lies 
around the corner in the bushes 
opposite Hanging Rock. Faustus 
Entor (HVS 5a) (Spence/Rooney) 
takes the wall just left of the 
overhanging nose of rock and 
Ham Jam (VS) (Spence) is the 
crack to the right. 

Hanging Rock Area: crossing 
the river just beyond the previous 
crag one encounters three fine 
buttresses next to each other, 
with a well-maintained walkway 
running below them. The left
hand buttress contains the fine 
Hangin9 Rock (E4 5c) (Spence/ 
Rooney), which basically follows 
the left edge of the arete. The 
middle buttress contains, from 
the left; No Picnic (E2 6a) 
(Anderson/Spence), a good route 
taking the shallow groove to the 
left of the wrinkled wall to a ledge, 
then the thin crack above; 
Plunging Neckline (E4 5c) 
(Spence/Rooney) is the right side 
ofthe wrinkled wall, moving right 
to boldly climb the slabby frontal 
face; Beyond Traprain (E4 6b) 
(Spence/Rooney), one of the 
area's best routes, takes the 
obvious roof crack with some 
unusual moves; and The Cue 
(E3 6a) (Spence, McKenzie and 
Anderson) takes the wall, roof, 
groove and arete on the right. A 
short VS groove and boulder 
problem wall lies to the right . The 
right-hand buttress contains 
Gaping Gab (E1 5b/c) (Rooney/ 
Spence), a good route up the 
crack on the left side of the 
buttress, and round to the right a 
smooth right-angled corner high 
up is gained and climbed to give 
the fine Under Pressure (E3 6a) . 

Trespasser's Buttress: this lies 
back upstream and is actually on 
the opposite side of the river, just 
beyond Jumbo's Bum Cliff. There 
are a number of routes on a short 
section of cliff at the left end. Feel 
Free (HVS 5a) (Spence) is a crack 
at the left end and Stem Gem 
(E2 6a) the fine open corner 
(Anderson/Spence); two lines, 
both VS 5a, by Anderson lie 
between these two - Precious 
Groan and Lazy Diamond- and 
another three on the right: the 
eliminate Cruel Jewel (E2 5c); 
Diamond Punters (VS 4c), the 
corner; and Welly Boot Crack 
(VS 5a) the wide crack, all by 
Anderson and Spence. 

Thirty feet further right is a large 
wall and Shinbanes Field (E1 5c) 
(Rooney/Spence) takes the line of 
least resistance up the left side. A 
small cliff below here gave the 
same pair an E1 5c up the central 
corner crack. 

Wallace'sCave:this area of cliff 
lies directly opposite the descent 
down from the Chapel and is in 
two sections. On the left hand 
section, Cave Crack (HVS 5a) 
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(Rooney/Spence) takes the crack 
rising from the roof of the cave on 
the left; Rampa (E2 5b) (Spence/ 
Rooney) the obvious left-trending 
scoop; The Thin Crack (E1 5c) 
(Rooney/Spence) the thick crack; 
The Wrinklies (E3 5c) (Spence/ 
Rooney) is the wrinkled wall 
behind the tree; Crack Groove 
(HVS 5a) and Wide Crack (VS) to 
the right are older existing routes, 
whilst Belly Bulger (HVS 5b) 
(Anderson, Milne and Russell) 
takes the right side of a bulge at 
the end of the crag, runner on 
branch. On the right section The 
Climbist (VS 5a) (Spence) climbs 
over the roof at the left end; 
Ruggosities (HVS 5b) (Spence/ 
Rooney) a line up the wall to the 
right; Dougie's Route (HVS 5b) 
(unknown) the thin groove to the 
roof and out right; Day of the 
Jockal(E16a)(Spence)climbsthe 
wall on small holds just left of the 
obvious horizontal holds, and the 
obvious crack has been climbed 
wherethewall bends round to the 
smooth frontal face. On the edge 
is Robert the Moose (E4 6a) 
(Anderson/Spence), which climbs 
to the hole right of the crack and 
then pulls boldly onto the front 
face and up to the top.Dun 
Crankin, another of the area's 
finest routes, climbs directly 
above Wallace's Cave to take the 
smooth wal I left of the obvious 
wide crack at E4 6a, by Spence 
and Anderson. Just to the right a 
crack is followed to the ledge, 
then the short crack and wall 
above, to give Harry Dodder's 
Crack (E 1 5b) by Anderson and 
Spence, and just right of this 
Scots Wha Hae (E3 5c) (Anderson/ 
McKenzie) climbs the red wall and 
arete. 

Waterfall Cliff: this lies further 
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upstream on the east bank and as 
the name suggests has a waterfall 
which splits it into two sections. 
The section of cliff furthest left 
from the waterfall has a long low 
reef and Rufus (E1 6b) (Spence) 
surmounts this near its right end, 
whilst to the right Praying Mantle 
(E2 5b) (Anderson, Rooney and 
Spence) climbs up to and across 
the top of a circular depression . 
There is a short HVS 5a further 
right, Last Slap (Spence, Rooney 
and Anderson) and the next two 
routes lie on the overhanging cliff 
right of the fall and are both of top 
quality. Edge of Darkness (E3 6a) 
(Anderson/Spence) climbs a 
steep and gloomy hidden crack 
just right of the waterfall, whilst 
Piano Player (E5 6a) (Spence/ 
Anderson) climbs a sensational 
hand traverse line across the 
grossly overhanging section of 
cliff starting up the corner on the 
right. Further right in a bay are 
Mein Sumph (HVS 5a) (Spence/ 
Anderson), the overhung leaning 
corner, and near .the right edge 
the bulge and short crack give the 
fine Ruff Stuff(E3 6a) (Anderson/ 
Spence) 

The Gorge Cliff: this is the final 
cliff and lies on the west bank of 
the river back downstream 
towards the path from the Chapel. 
There is one route, The Slater's 
Revenge (S) (Rooney/Spence) 
which climbs the main wall just 
right of centre. 

Due to the relative secrecy of 
development this is the first time 
any information has appeared, 
and hopefully the area can 
become popular and its obvious 
potential developed yet further. 

Rab Anderson 

Left: Steve Rhodes on The Power and the Glory (E6 6c) at Yew Cogar 
Scar. Photo : Rhodes Collection. 

YORKSHIRE 
At Gordale, Bite it and Believe It 
(E6 6b, 6a, 6a, 6a) is a free version 
of Traverse of the Yobs by John 
Dunne, Mick Lovatt and Greg 
Rimmer. Rimmer went on to 
climb Bliss (E7 6a) up the serious 
arete and hanging groove above 
the start of Bite It . .. 

Tony Burnell climbed the wall 
to the right of Ground Effect at 
Kilnsey to give Last Year's Grade 
This Year's Model (E5 6b) . The 
spate of bolt-protected minor 
desperates continues at Mal ham. 
La Maximum (sic), E8 7a, by John 
Dunne, is a short wall to the right 
of Controversy and is "a grade 
harder than Revelations''.! Mark 
Leach downgraded it to E6 6c on 
the second ascent. Tony Burnell 
squeezed in The Minimum (E4 6b) 
between Mescalito and Tremolo, 
but only as far as an abseil station. 
On the wall beneath Obsession, 
Mick Ryan and a cast of thousands 
created Snidely Whiplash (E4 6b) 
while Chris Sowden found Dudley 
Dogood (E5 6b) to its left; both 
climbs are gained by abseil. 
Sowden also received a distinct 
White Fright (E5 6b) on the wall 
left of Hurricane at Ravenscar 
North. 

On gritstone John Dunne 
soloed Superb Too Right (E6 7a) 
on No. 2 Buttress at llkley. 
Martin Berzins 

PEAK DISTRICT 
Since the onset of our usual 
winter weather very little has 
been done, so most of the notes 
that follow are an update and 
included for completion. 

Limestone 
On Central Buttress in Water
Cum-Jolly Richard Davis has 
climbed a fine line to the left of 
Alien; Fire on Water (E6 6b) was 
soon repeated by Dougie Hall, 
shortly followed by Chris Plant 
and Mark Pretty, all confirmed 
grade and quality. 

Further down the valley on the 
Cornice, Andy Pollitt has added a 
fine route on the right ofthe 
buttress. Whilst attempting the 
route Pollitt had to rest for a 
number of days for fear of 
reactivating his shoulder injury 
which he has so recently 
recovered from! Upon his return 
he produced Empire Burlesque 
(E5 6c); Mark Leach made the 
second ascent. 

As ever Rubicon wall has seen 
its usual attendance. Tony Ryan 
contributed the very hard and 
fingery Caviar (E6 6c). This takes 
the wall to the left of Let the Tribe 
Increase. Ben Moon and Chris 
Gore made subsequent ascents. 

In Chee Dale on Two Tier 
Buttress, Mark Farrar added a 
direct start to Spizz Energy, Spizz 
Energy Direct as it has 
imaginatively been named, 
received the grade of E5 6a. 
Simon Nadin who seems to be 
single-handedly finishing off the 

development of Two Tier 
Buttress, added Seven Pounds 
Overweight (E6 6b) to the left of 
Mad Dogs and Englishmen. His 
comment on the route was' . .. . 
Brilliant, as usual' . 

Unbelievably Stoney 
Middleton has yet another route 
added to its rancid repertoire of 
routes. My Personal Pleasure (E5 
6b) takes the wall to the left of 
Belinda and was perpetrated by 
Mark Pretty. The route was soon 
repeated by Craig Smith who 
straightened out a slight 
deviation with no change in the 
grade. 
Twilighton High Tor has received 
a predominantly free ascent from 
Darran Hawkins and Male Taylor 
(alternate leads), unfortunately 
they had to use one point of aid 
on the tip of the roof, Squeezin' 
Out Sparks (E5 6c AO), now awaits 
a completely free ascent! 

Gritstone 
Big news on the gritstone front 
comes from Mark Leach who 
finally after much effort ascended 
the crack on Froggatt. Another 
major line has been climbed by 
Dawes, End of an Affairtakes the 
superb arete to the right of 
Sorrell's Sorrow. 

Still on Curbar, Dawes made a 
complete ascent of One Step 
Beyond with the direct start and 
finish. All parts of the route had 
been climbed before, mainly by 
Ron Fawcett but never connected. 
Once again with prior practice 
Dawes led the route, offering the 
traditional name of Slab and 
Crack for this combination . The 
grade; E7 6c. 

On nearby Froggatt, Martin 
Veale soloed (after top rope 
practice) the crack and ramp to 
the left of Beau Geste; to give 
Ramp Art (E5 6b). 

In Lawrencefield the Great Wall 
has finally received a girdle. This 
was the addition of Chris Plant; 
Heavy Plant Crossing (E5 6b) was 
named due to Chris's love of 
lorries! 

1986 Review 
1986 has been something of a 
strange year for the Peak. After 
the awful summer of 1985, 
everybody thought that the next 
year would be better, alas this 
was not to be. 1986 was to follow 
a similar pattern: a prolonged 
winter, a damp spring and a three 
week summer! 

The most dramatic changes to 
take place th is year have been due 
to the influence of continental 
climbing . Many climbers have 
embraced the 'anything goes as 
long as you Redpoint afterwards' 
tactic (even though many 
climbers still yo-yo a route after 
practice) whereas others have 
spurned the idea. Whatever 
peoples' feelings, this topic has 
certainly fuelled many 
discussions. 



Since there has been a 
provisional acceptance amongst 
some of our top climbers of this 
style, we have also seen a 
significant rise in standards. This 
not only applies to the limestone 
gymnasium but also to the 
protectionless terrors of grit. 

An example of this is Kudos/Hot 
Fun Closing on Rubicon Wall 
which is thought to be the first 7a 
on limestone. This has now 
received repeats from Mark Leach 
and Dougie Hall . The route was 
originally graded ES but since 
subsequent repeats the grade is 
thought to be E7. Unfortunately 
holds have " improved" since the 
original ascent of Kudos/Hot Fun . 
. . making this combination 
somewhat easier. 

Bolts on limestone now seem 
to be accepted without quibble. 
(Speak for yourself - Ed.) The 
majority of the recent limestone 
routes require bolts for protection 
or else they wouldn't be climbed! 
This seems to be the case in a 
great many parts of the country -
even Scotland, that bastion of 
tradition. 

Ofthe gritstone routes the most 
outstanding achievement must 
be Mark Leach's ascent of the 
crack on Froggatt. The Crack, as 
the route became known, was 
first ascended by Jerry Moffatt in 
1983 (see Mountain 100) but with 
little success. Moffatt at the time 
thought that if the Crack was 
climbed it would be 7a. Leach 
attempted the crack over a period 
of 1 ½ years and eventually 
succeeded on his twenty-sixth 
attempt! Leach's quote from his 
eventual success was "If you've 
got what it takes it will take all 
you've got". The route has been 
graded ES 7b and named 
Screaming Dream; maybe The 
Crack would be better! 

Johnny Dawes, a climber 
synonymous with grit, has also 
contributed another fine route to 
his already impressive list. As 
previously mentioned, End of the 
Affair takes the magnificent arete 
to the right of Sorrell's Sorrow. It 
had previously been top roped by 
a few climbers, but due to its 
serious nature, none had dared to 
lead it. After further top rope 
practice from Dawes he led the 
route giving it the grade of ES 6c, 
believing the seriousness of the 
route warranted this grade. Nick 
Dixon, also after practice, was 
soon to give the route its second 
ascent, a fine effort. 

It is interesting to note that the 
continental influence has played 
a part even in the ascents of these 
"traditional" gritstone routes. 
Prior to the arrival ofthe Redpoint 
tactics routes were often top 
roped before the ascent but 
without admission. Now the 
routes are openly pre-practiced, 
top roped and then given a grade 
for an on-sight ascent! This 
seems totally paradoxical. 
Today's modern gritstone route 
is certainly an impressive 
achievement, but it does have its 
shortcomings. As on limestone, 
these routes are pre-practised 
until they become a routine of 
complicated gymnastic moves, 
albeit without protection. It is up 
to the first ascensionist how 
much he wishes to perfect the 
routine (obviously if your life 
depends on it, fairly perfect!), the 
more practice that is involved the 
easier the route will become for 
an eventual lead. It seems to be 

tatherfarcical to grade something 
for an on-sight ascent when the 
route has been climbed with prior 
practice, surely the on-sight 
grade should be left to the person 
who climbs the route on-sight. 

There is one glaring flaw in this 
argument - what about the guide 
book grade? The answer to this is 
simple, as a brief introduction to 
the route it can be stated that the 
grade is for a pre-inspected 
ascent, that is until it is climbed 
on-sight. 

Dubious tactics have been used 
in Britain for many years and it is 
only with the advent of 
continental attitudes that many 
skeletons are coming out of the 
cupboard. It had become obvious 
that our puritanical ethics are not 
as innocent as many would like to 
make out. In years gone by, 
ethical misdemeanors have been 
hidden by tradition and omission 
or legendary worship and a 
blindness to the acts of those that 
we admire. Every area in Britain 
has its share of the guilt ; 
whatever the supposed ethical 
stance or sense of tradition, you 
just have to look at the history of 
the routes. 
Chris Gore 

LUNDY 1986 
Once again it's been a busy year 
on Lundy Island, with quality new 
routes continuing to appear 
throughout the grades, though 
noticeably this year the incentive 
seems to have been on repeating 
the many excellent new routes of 
the last few years. New route 
activity was generally confined to 
a three-week period over July and 
August, between the inevitable 
showers and high winds. 

In Cyclops Zawn, Reverberations 
(180' HVS 5a, 4b) takes a line up 
the slab above the start of 
Chopper Squad, first ascent by 
Bruce Goodwin and party. 
Working south to Heron Zawn, 
Boris Day (70' E1 5b) climbs the 
smart slab and corner left of Rusty 
Silk, whilst Standing on the Beach 
(70' E1 5c) takes the thin crack left 
again. Both were the work of 
Simon Cardy and Steve Roberts. 

Short Story Zawn gave Doug 
Kerr and Chris Gilbert A Pack of 
Lies (70' E2 5c) up the groove and 
thin crack right of Short Story, 
whilst Mezzanine (60' VS 5a), by 
the same pair, climbs the slanting 
groove right again . 

In Arch Zawn the three 
cracklines on the north side of the 
Margin Promontory were climbed 
by Richard Lewis and Tom 
Valentine : from left to right these 
are The Time (65' VS 5c), The 
News (75' HVS 5b) and The 
Weather(75' HVS 5a) . 

On Torrey Canyon Cliff the thin 
crackline left of Controlled 
Burning was climbed by Steve 
Boydon and John Moulding to 
give the hard and crumbly Half 
Man Half Biscuit (70' E5 6b) . 
Across the bay on Christos Bitas 
Buttress. Sandy Wilkie and Paul 
Harrison followed the crackline 
left of Pelmets of Delirium for 
Tommy Butler's Pigeon Coop 
Route(100' HVS 5b); better and by 
the same pair is Stuffin' the Puffin ' 
(180' HVS 5b), a direct line on the 
groove of Reprise. 

In the atmospheric Crunchy 
Toed Zawn, the big corner in the 
left arete gave Wilkie and Harrison 
a fine sustained pitch, The Carol 
Ann ButlerCorner(100' E1 5a/b). 

Mark Leach making the final moves of The Crack (EB lb) at Froggatt. 
Photo: Richard Brooks. 

On the Fluted Face the same team 
took a diagonal line across the 
lower face, finishing up the 
hanging corner to give Base 
Jumper(130' E1 5b), an enjoyable 
eliminate. 

Moving round to the Three 
Quarter Wall area, La Isla Bonita 
(80' Severe) takes a shallow, 
slabby groove 30 feet north of 
Lobsterisimus, and was soloed by 
Kerr. Trogus - Lo Dyticus 
(100' VS 4b) ventures into the 
blowhole/chimney right of The 
Gold Run (head torch useful!) and 
was climbed byJackJuszczykand 
Kerr. Ten FootZawn lies just north 
of Three Quarter Buttress and has 
one route, The Bastard's Name 
Was Bristow(90' Severe), taking a 
flaky crack in the south wall, a Kerr 
solo . 

Directly beneath the Three 
Quarter Wall lies Big Zawn - this 
now holds one of the longest 
routes on the island, after major 
gardening excavations lasting 
nearly a week! Kerr, Gilbert and 
on-loan loose rock expert Sandy 
Wilkie emerged with The Ocean 
(420' E1 4c, 5a, 4c, 5b) up the 
centre of the large slab rising from 
the zawn bed, which when fully 
clean could well become a classic. 

In nearby Double Headed Zawn, 
the grooved arete and prominent 
corner gave S. Howse and P. Parry 
Jumbo's Corner (120' VS 4b, 4c) . 
Freak Zawn saw two major 
additions, Milky Way(160' E3 5c) 
which climbs the prominent 
diagonal crackline right of 
Diabetic Dog- first ascent by 
Lyndsay Foulkes, Mick Learoyd 
and R. Thomas - while 
Andromeda Strain (160' E4 6a) 

follows the crack system on the 
upper wall right of Milky Way, 
giving excellent technical 
climbing. Both routes require a 
preplaced belay rope (Learoyd/ 
Foulkes). 

Down in the depths of Deep 
Zawn two new pitches were 
added. Andy Perkins gave 
Supernova a direct approach to 
the top pitch at 5c, and 
Ouatermass received a direct 
finish up the thin crack right of the 
top corner at 5b, by Harrison and 
Wilkie. 

The same team had an exciting 
time on the Devil's Chimney when 
they climbed Poltergeist (150' 
HVS 5a, 5a) up the airy south east 
arete, so named because of the 
large amount of loose rock flying 
about during the ascent! 

Peyote was climbed free by 
C. Hardy at E2 5b. 

The Punchbowl Cliff has seen 
some major development. Kerr 
and Gilbert did some Wishful 
Thinking (130' E2 5c) up the wall 
and overlap right of Green Light, 
whilst Pretender(130' VS 4c) takes 
the crack and wall left of Green 
Light by the same pair. Gary 
Gibson and Matt Ward added 
three routes here: The Golden 
Handshake (100' E3 5c) gives 
good varied climbing up the 
centre ofthe cliff; Atlantic Mocean 
(100' E4 6a) climbs the face and 
thin cracks right of the obvious 
twin cracks and employs a bolt 
runner; and Look Daggers (100' 
E3 5c) follows the thin diagonal 
crack right again, to join Atlantic 
Mocean. On the Earthquake, 
Livin' Outa Tins (E2 5b) takes a 
steep crumbly crack in the cleft 
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itself. Much better is The Dar-zim 
Axis (60' E1 5b) up the left 
(seaward) arete, by B. Woodley 
and R. Morley. John Codling and 
John Lockett added San Francisco 
(65' E4 6b) up the steep wall just 
left. Newly developed Lifeboat 
Buttress saw the pleasant 
Marianne (180' VS 4c, 4c), a 
diagonal line across the obvious 
overlapping slabs to finish up a 
steep corner (Wilkie and 
Harrison). The popular Landing 
Craft Bay saw only one addition, 
Bertie's Route (200' E4 5c, 6a) 
which takes a powerful line up the 
slanting flake and groove line left 
of Boris Karloff and was the work 
of Boydon and Wilkie. 

Black Crag has seen a major 
facelift. Gibson, armed with the 
enthusiastic Ward and a large 
supply of stainless steel bolts, 
added five new routes. The 
immaculate black sheet of rock 
left of centre gave the "brilliant" 
Mayan Skies (170' E6 6b, 5c) with 
four bolt runners and a bolt belay. 
Emergency Ward 10(130' E6 6b) is 
an excellent sustained pitch up 
the thin seam right of centre with 
two bolt runners, and could well 
be the hardest route on the island. 
The smooth wall left of Black and 
Blue gave the fine but bold My Life 
in My Hands! (120' E5 6b and two 
bolt runners), whilst the cleaned 
streak and thin cracks right of 
Black and Blue are Doctor's 
Orders (E4 6a). Finally, Ward led 
the direct continuation the arete 
of Blue Jaunt, Pastiche, 120' E3 5i;; 
and good). 

Paul Harrison 

CORNWALL 

Few of the harder routes have 
been repeated during the season, 
although one or two climbers did 
make the long journey south, and 
were rewarded with some good 
climbs and weather. 

It seems that the routes on 
Paradise Wall are a little harder on 
the E grades than was first 
thought, lnterspace being E5, not 
E4, which would also upgrade 
Cool Diamonds to E5, although 
White Eagle seems to be about 
right. 

The area has had quite a few 
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visitors from Europe, notably the 
Czech International (BMC) meet. 
An 'up-country' team comprising 
Andy Perkins and Howard 
Lancashire, repeated many of the 
older hard routes and some of the 
new lines. 

Rowland and Mark Edwards 
have continued to develop the 
area with some really superb new 
climbs on some very interesting 
new crags, most of which are on 
the south coast. On the north 
coast Tony Carver has developed 
one of Andrews' old areas to 
produce some worthwhile routes. 
The reporting of new routes and 
information for the area is still 
rather chaotic. If anyone requires 
information on routes, or has new 
routes to record, there is a log 
book in the cafe at Compass West, 
Sennen. (The book at the Count 
House keeps being stolen.) 

On Boswednack Cliff, west of 
the Andrews chimneys, is Justice 
Face, a 75ft Greenstone/Killas 
Slate cliff, which is basically 
sound, but some care should be 
taken on early ascents. 

On the lett of the face are two 
grooves: The Chief Justice 
(75ft VS 4c) climbs the left groove 
(Tony Carver/Roger Mitchell), and 
to its right up another groove is 
Justice on the Run (75ft HVS 5a) 
(Peter Johnson/Tony Carver). 
Blind Justice (75ft HVS 5b) takes 
the groove a little way up directly 
from below (Carver/Johnson). 
The next crack right is climbed by 
Wicked Lady (VS 85ft 5a) (Carver/ 
D. Hannagan). 20 feet right of 
Blind Justice is a slanting crack 
which is taken by Taki Justice 
(75ft, HVS 5a) (Johnson/Carver). 
Right again, below the obvious 
corner, is the easier line of No 
Justice (75ft, V Diff) (Mitchell/ 
Johnson). Lone Justice (75ft, E1 
5b) starts just left of the inverted V 
and finally climbs the wider crack 
(Carver/Johnson). Starting 20ft 
right of this route, below an 
overhang at 25ft, is Ways to be 
Wicked (75ft E3 5c) (Carver, 
unseconded), which climbs up 
and over the roof to gain a thin 
crack above. Both these routes are 
reported to be excellent. Ordinary 
Justice (70ft Severe) (Carver/ 
Mitchell) takes the jagged edged 
fault. Right of this route is a very 

obvious crack which gives Groovy 
Justice (50ft Severe), and just 
right again is a slab which is taken 
by Jus'Dis Slab (60ft H Severe) 
(Carver/Mitchel I) . 

Bosigran gained very little from 
the year, with only filler-ins being 
down. A short E2 was done just to 
the left of Trapeze - Fungus Face 
(30ft, E2 5c), a thin crack in the slab 
(John Matthews and Johnson). 
Mark Edwards soloed a couple in 
the area of Doorpost/Doorway. 
Green Door(HVS 5a), a problem 
between Doorpost and Doorpost 
Direct Start, climbs the thin black 
crack. The other, She (E1 5b), is a 
direct pitch for Visions of Johanna 
(E1 5b). 

Over on the buttress above 
Great Zawn, Al and Jill Churcher 
put up a 90ft VS 4c which climbs 
the ridge above the abseil flake 
into the Zawn. 

Carn Vellan: the zawn left of the 
descent route gave three routes 
during a visit by Carver and 
Johnson. Ordinary Route (60ft, V 
Diff), takes easy grooves at the 
front of the zawn. The Fugitive 
(70ft, VS 4c) is the arete right of 
the overhangs which then 
traverses delicately above them. 
Midnight Trundler (70ft VS 4b) is 
right, up a corner and slab to a 
pillar. 

Kenidjack Cliff: Mark and Carl 
Edwards climbed a direct start to 
Saxon (30ft E1 5a), which when 
done with the direct finish makes 
sense of that thin hard groove in 
the middle of the original route. 

At Sennen, the most 
outstanding new route this year 
was the wall climb between 
Zig-zag and Ace of Spades. Mark 
Edwards finally solved this 
problem to give Tears of a Clown 
(75ft E7 6b), the area's first E7, 
giving very thin climbing with 
even thinner protection. The route 
was unseconded, Rowland (dad) 
being away at the time. In Irish 
Lady Cove, Mark also did Knight 
Move (80ft, E2 5a), a left to right 
traverse of Commando Wall, and 
Dark Lady (75ft, E1 5a), a slanting 
white vein just let of 
Campanology; both routes were 
soloed. 

At Land's End, on Syntax Head, 
Second Chance (95ft, E1 5a) is a 
good crack climb on the west face 

Left: Mark Edwards cutting loose 
on Superjam (ES 6b) at Sennen. 
Photo: Rowland Edwards. 

(Rowland and Mark Edwards). 
Over in the area of Longships Wall 
a number of really good routes 
have also been climbed by this 
pair. Taking the impressive right 
arete of Yankee Doodle is A 
Perfect Lady ( 120ft E4 6a) and just 
to the right of Longships Wall is a 
shallow groove which forms the 
main feature of New Editions 
(11 Oft, E4 6b). Just left of 
Longships Wall is a square prow 
which produced Pyjamarama 
(95ft E4 6b), with fine open 
climbing. Just to the left of 
Atlantic Ocean Wall, which 
managed to have two ascents this 
year, is a vast expanse of smooth 
rock. Titanic ( 195ft, E6 6b, 6c) 
takes this. It is obviously in a very 
impressive position and the 
climbing is both bold and 
technical. 

Armed Knight Buttress: this is a 
new crag developed during the 
early part of 1986. It is situated on 
the headland facing Armed 
Knight Island. At the moment it 
has produced six good routes on 
very solid granite. Access is by 
abseil at low tide. The Jouster 
(70ft, VS 4c) takes a crack on the 
north of the headland. Armed 
Knight Crack (70ft HVS 5a) climbs 
the obvious thin finger crack just 
left of the left arete. Call to Arms 
(70ft E3 5c) and The Mace(70ft, H. 
Severe) are in the next bay south. 
On the right arete of this bay is 
Brave Warrior (E 1 5b) and on the 
next arete south is Jester's Blues 
(70ft E3 5c); all the routes have 
been done by the Edwards team. 

Carn Boe I: On the lower cliff, 
below the terrace, just before it 
enters the zawn, His Nibs ( 100ft, 
VS 4b) takes the obvious 
chimneys to a big jammed block. 
Fiddler (11 Oft, VS 4a, 4c) takes a 
line up the edge of buttress (M. 
and R. Edwards, with ISR 
students). 

Black Zawn (new wall left of 
Immaculate Crack): This wall has 
some really superb climbing on 
perfect rock. Leap in the Dark 
(175ft, E4 5b, 6a, 5b) takes the 
obvious thin right hand crack 
finishing up the tower at the top. 
Waiting for the Sun (165 ft, E4 5b, 
6b, 5b) takes a more devious line 
over the left with a final pitch, 
from a hanging belay, up the wall 
abovetheoverhangs.Thesethree 
routes were done by Rowland 
Edwards and Carl Gearon. 

Pen dower Cove: Moon Buttress 
(a new discovery). This is situated 
at the entrance to the cove and is 
very obvious as its name implies. 
The crack lines are astonishing . 
The main line here is the obvious 
thin crack of Isis (150ft, E5 6b) 
(Mark/Rowland). This climbs the 
thin vertical crack just left of the 
big chimney. Space Cruiser(150ft, 
E3 5c, 4b) (Rowland/Mark) takes 
the next faint crack on the left. 
Around the north side of the 
buttress are two very obvious 
overhanging cracks. On the right, 
Shadow on the Wall (E3 6a, 4b) 
(Rowland/Mark). On the left Time 
Starts Now ( 150ft, E2 5b, 4b) 
(Rowland/Mark). Except for Time 
Starts Now, all these routes share 
a common last pitch which can be 
avoided by abseiling down to the 
bottom of the wall. 

Carn Barra: Easy Touch (60ft, 
HVS 5a) takes the crack right of 



Right: Mark Edwards making the 
first ascent of/sis (E5 6c) on Moon 
Buttress, Pendower Cove, just 
north of Carn Barra, Cornwall. 
Photo: Rowland Edwards. 
Worried Warrior, on the right of 
the descent route . Symplicity City 
(70ft, HVS 5s) climbs the arete in 
the back of the zawn, both routes 
by Rowland/Mark. Further round 
in the main area, the very steep 
wall left of Mean St. was climbed. 
Reflections on a Mirror (90ft, E5 
6c). Also the right arete of Fine 
and Dandy was climbed to give 
Silent Sleeper(70ft E1 5b), these 
routes again being done by 
Rowland and Mark. A repeat 
climb of Dog Town (Mark/ 
Rowland) was also done and the 
peg protection near the start was 
removed; actually it fell out. This 
has now been upgraded tC> E6 6c. 

Folly Cove: this very neglected 
zawn received some attention 
during the later part of the year. 
The climbing here was found to 
be excellent, with incredible lines. 
The major feature in the cove is 
the central large buttress at the 
back of the cove itself, and the 
very obvious groove systems on 
the south side. The first route is 
Initiation (80ft, HVS 5a), which 
takes the first grooves on the left 
as you enter the zawn. Over on the 
central buttress two very 
impressive lines have been done. 
Solitaire (190ft, HVS 5a, 5a) takes 
the central line and the obvious 
crack in the head wall. Right of this 
is SkyHighway(160ft, HVS,4c5a), 
which climbs the grooves on the 
right of the buttress. All three 
routes by R. Edwards and Gearon. 
The first groove in the next 
buttress is Technicolour Dream 
(130ft, E2 5b). This climbs the very 
obvious groove and the arete 
above. To the right of this, below 
broken grooves and a flying arete, 
is The Bushman (175ft, VS 4a, 4c) 
(R. Edwards/S. Masters), which 
climbs the grooves, then a crack in 
the left wall of the arete. In the 
next bay along are two more 
routes, Computer Commuter 
(175ft, E2 5a 5b) (R. & M. 
Edwards), and the fine line of Sun 
Lord (E4 5b, 6a) (R. Edwards/ 
Masters). Computer Commuter 
climbs thethincornercrack on the 
left, finishing up the wall on the 
right of the flying arete. Sun Lord 
takes the next wall right, finally 
finishing up the crack just left of 
the arete. Again to the right of this 
is the superb-looking line of 
Dream Machine (175ft, 4a 6a) (R. 
Edwards, unseconded). This 
route takes the shallow crack in 
the blunted arete. As the cove 
turns back north the rock 
becomes a black colour; this is 
Black Walls (imaginative eh?). The 
first vertical crack is Music Man 
(170ft, E2 5c) (R. Edwards/ 
Gearon). The obvious leftwards 
slanting crack is Joy Rider (175ft, 
E1 5b) (R. Edwards/Gearon/ 
Masters). 

Fox Promontory: Starting at the 
far east side of the Promontory, 
The Blade (60ft, E2 5b), the rather 
spectacular flying arete, Second 
Blood (60ft HVS 5b), takes the 
large roof crack on the right. Both 
routes by R. Edwards, C. Munsch, 
C. Baron (ISR students). Drop/ave 
(110ft, S. 4b) takes the arete and 
crack just right of Foxblood. To 
the right of this, climbing the large 
steep slab over an overhang, is 
Tip Toe (110ft, E1 5a). The crack 
right of this again is taken by 
Pi/grimes (110ft, HVS 4c). Rough 
Rider (11 Oft, HVS 4b) climbs the 

wall and wide corner just right of 
Cuboid Corner. Vixen's Crack 
(110ft, VDiff) takes a direct line up 
the arete and wall of Folly Corner. 
All these routes by R. Edwards, R. 
Meyers, E. & E. Timmers (ISR 
students). 

Chair Ladder, Coliseum Wall: 
lr<;>n Maiden (165ft, VS 4a, 4c) 
climbs a chimney and groove 
between Nautilus and Mini-Minx 
(R. Edwards/lSR students). Beano 
(50ft, HVS 5a) climbs the wall and 
cracks left of Dodger's Chimney 
(M. Edwards/M. Barnes). Dracula 
the Undead (30ft, E6 6b) (M. 
Edwards, solo) takes a line on the 
back side of Terrier's Tooth. 
Rowland Edwards 

STOP PRESS 

Harsh Hogmanay in Scotland 
Heavy snowfall on December 30-
31 created a serious avalanche 
threat in Scottish mountains. On 
December 31 there were three 
serious accidents in Glencoe. One 
dead victim of avalanche was 
found by sniffer dog and local 
rescuers threatened by further 
avalanche danger. The RAF 
carried out two other rescues. On 
Ben Nevis Andy Fanshawe, 
National Officer of the BMC, and 
his companion, were avalanched 
descending near Five Finger 
Gully. Taylor was killed and 
Fanshawe seriously injured. Mal 

Duff and a companion helped 
locate them. Bob Barton of 
Glenmore Lodge was seriously 
injured in a Cairngorm avalanche. 
Rescue teams will be discouraged 
by the threat to fine them by the 
Department of Trade and Industry 
for using marine radio 
wavebands to communicate with 
rescuers and helicopters. In · 
Glencoe this threat has forced 
expensive change in the radio 
equipment sponsored by 
Securicor. Elsewhere teams 
appear to operate with inferior 
equipment and are unlikely to 
afford rapid change. 

Paul Nunn 
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OBITUARIES 

Renato Casarotto 
Specialist climbing magazines 
often wrote of Casarotto that he 
was one of the greatest 
Himalayan mountaineers of our 
time ... that his achievements left 
an indelible mark on our 
generation. But mainly it was the 
overseas journals which 
described him in this way. 
Perhaps because of his modesty 
and reserved nature, here in Italy 
our own great national press did 
not always seem to give Renato 
the credit he deserved. Too often 
our daily papers have opted for 
stories about "linkages" across 
the Alps, or have preferred to 
publicise in big letters the race for 
the 8000 metre peaks, rather than 
give a balanced account of events 
on their doorstep, even though 
these would have told a genuinely 
new mountaineering story. 

Renato reached his 38th 
birthday on May 15 this year when 
he was at Concordia, shortly 
before arriving at the K2 base 
camp. He had behind him 
eighteen years of intense 
mountaineering activity, 
including hundreds of routes, and 
enriched by a unique and 
fascinating life story which is well 
worth telling . 

Let us take a step back in time. It 
is 1968: Renato Casarotto is not 
yet twenty years of age, and 
leaves home to do his military 
service in the Alpine regiment. For 
the first time in his life he finds 
himself among mountains and 
falls in love immediately. In the 
space of only a few months he 
started to do his first Grade V 
routes in the Dolomites: these 
included a number of early 
repeats, and he also became 
aware of the major 
mountaineering problems of that 
time. After the end of his military 
service he decided to continue 
climbing. Initially he spent much 
of his time in the Litte Dolomites, 
above Vicenza, on the limestone 
walls where Carlesso, Solda and 
many of the other masters of the 
30s learned their skills. It was here 
that Casarotto started to develop 
his personal method of self
belaying and tried his hand at solo 
climbing. Among others he 
soloed the Carlesso Route on the 
Sogli Rossi, which at that time 
was considered one of the hardest 
climbs in the group. 

He continued to train hard, 
devoting the whole of his limited 
free time to climbing. And results 
were not slow to arrive. In 
December 1972 he did the first 
winter ascent of the Solleder 
Route on the East Face of Sass 
Maor, and shortly after, with a 
companion, the second winter 
ascent of the Cassin on Torre 
Trieste. Some months latter, in 
summer 1973, he performed a 
remarkable feat in the company of 
G. Albiero: the complete traverse 
over five days of the Civetta 
range, starting from Torre 
Venezia and finishing on the main 
summit, having visited 22 peaks 
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and put in a total of4000 metres of 
climbin~. 

Following this tour de force, 
Casarotto's Dolomite activity 
showed no sign of diminishing . In 
February 1974, with Diego Campi 
and Piero Radin, he put up the first 
winter ascent of the buttress 
which marks the right-hand edge 
of the North Face of Bocchetta 
Alta di Bosconero, in the Zoldan 
Dolomites. This was followed in 
December of the same year by 
another remarkable exploit, 
which represented a definite step 
forward in the style of his 
mountaineering: the first solo 
ascent in winter of the Simon
Rossion the North Face of Pel mo, 
a route which involved five days 
of extreme climbing. Two months 
later, and another winter solo: 
this time the Andrich-Fae on 
Punta Civetta, a chimney/crack 
line 500 metres in height, which 
during this ascent was rendered 
problematic by the presence of 
vast quantities of ice and snow. 

There was more to follow in 
1976: of particular note the first 
repeat ascent of the Fachiri Route 
on the South Face of Cima 
Scotoni, and his first expedition to 
Peru, when he visited Huandoy 
Sur and, in the company of 
Agostino da Polenza, managed to 
put up a new route on the South 
Face of the mountain. 

The following year, with 
another companion, he put up a 
magnificent new route in the 
South Diedre of Spiz di Lagunaz, 
in the Pale di San Lucano, a fine, 
wild group of Dolomite peaks. 
This very hard route introduced 
Grade VII into the vocabulary of 
Dolomite climbers for the first 
time. 

In spite of being an innovator by 
nature, Renato always operated 
within the limits prescribed by the 
great free-climbing tradition, 
although that did not prevent him 
from broadening the frontiers in 
his own particular way. He trained 
regularly and subjected himself to 
a rigorous programme of 
preparation; yet he never forgot 
his self-belaying techniques, and 
never approached his climbing in 
a way which might reduce it to a 
mere technical exercise. 

In 1977 Casarotto really lifted 
his sights. In spring ofthat year he 
left for Peru with his wife, Goretta. 
There, climbing alone for 17 
successive days without ever 
coming down, he carried off a 
sensational feat which placed him 
at the forefront of international 
mountaineering : he climbed the 
huge, repulsive North Face of 
Huascaran in its central section, 
following deliberately the most 
overhanging line, because, as he 
had realised when he inspected it 
from Huandoy the year before, 
the overhangs provided the only 
means of protecting him from the 
stones and ice which fell 
continuously. 

1978 was the year of the 
Californian venture. Climbing 
with. Giancarlo Grassi, he did 
many distinguished routes in the 
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Yosemite Valley, culminating 
with a solo ascent of the Harding
Pratt-Chouinard route on the 
South Face of Mount Watkins. 

His talent on rock had by now 
been fully illustrated, but on ice 
there was still something lacking. 
So he got together with Grassi 
and Gianni Camino, two of the 
principal exponents of the art of 
front-pointing in the Western 
Alps, in order to perfect his 
technique. Having done so he lost 
no time in getting to grips with the 
mountains, and he opened up a 
number of routes on the ice faces 
and couloirs of Mt Blanc as a 
result. 

In 1979 it was the turn of 
Patagonia. After several attempts 
he succeeded in putting up the 
first ascent of the formidable 
North East Pillar of Fitzroy; this 
great route was only repeated for 
the first time in December 1984 by 
the American team of Bobby 
Knight and Alan Kearney. 

In February 1980 Casarotto 
returned to the Dolomites, where 
over three days he did the first 
winter solo oft he Biasin Route on 
Sass Maor. In that same year he 
opened up a new route on 
Chopicalqui with Alberto 
Campanile: then during the next 
winter, he set out with a small 
expedition to Makalu, where he 
had to turn back at 7200 metres 
because of appalling conditions. 
1981 was another year of intense 
activity for Casarotto, but the 
finest achievement of all was left 
until February 1982: the Triptych 
of Mont Blanc. From the 1st to the 
15th of that month Renato 
climbed, one after the other, 
without having seem them before 
and with no outside support or 
dumps of food and equipment, 
three superb classic routes: the 
Ratti-Vitali on the West Face of the 
Aiguille Noire de Peuterey, the 
Gervasutti-Boccalatte on Pie 
Gugliermina, and the 1961 Route 
on the Central Pillar of Frenev. 

There followed some months at 
a reduced tempo, which included 
a failed visit to Pakistan. Then 
another winter tour de force, this 
time the hardest of all technically, 
which was also carried out in the 
coldest corner of the Alps, where 
during the winter months 
temperatures plummet to Arctic 
levels and the walls become 
coated with ice in an incredible 
manner. The route was the 
Cozzolino Diedre on the North 
Face of the Piccolo Mangart di 
Coritenza in the Julian Alps, and 
continuous and total commitment 
was required from December 30 

Tadeusz Piotrowski 

1982 to January 9 1983. 
Some months later Casarotto 

set out again for Pakistan. This 
time he succeeded finally in the 
realisation of a long-standing 
dream, by climbing the North 
Spur of Broad Peak North 
Summit. This was a hard and 
committing route over rock, ice 
and mixed ground. 

In spring 1984 he set off again, 
this time for Canada. In company 
with Grassi and Guido Ghigo, 
Renato climbed some of the 
biggest and finest frozen 
waterfalls in Quebec, British 
Columbia and Alberta: these 
included Pomme d'Or, Polar 
Circus, Weeping Wall, Nemesis, 
Takkakaw and Slipstream on 
Snow Dome, to mention but a 
few. Next he went to Alaska with 
Goretta. Climbing solo he set out 
on the last great unclimbed line 
on McKinley, the interminable 
South East Ridge, which the 
Americans had baptised the 
Ridge of No Return in the course 
of their various attempts. Twelve 
days of unmitigated struggle, 
temperatures which fell to 
unheard-of depths, and the 
considerable psychological stress 
induced by the utter loneliness 
did not daunt Casarotto, who 
completed the route despite all 
the difficulties. Then, as ifthat was 
not enough, he moved down to 
Colorado to visit the canyons: 
here he put up a new route on the 
Diamond of Long's Peak, and 
another Grade VIII in Wyoming . 

In the early months of 1985 he 
launched a number of solo 
attempts on the Gervasutti
Gagliardone Route on the East 
Face of the Jorasses. The winter 
was exceptionally hard, and will 
probably be recorded as the 
coldest of the century. Renato 
succeeded on the route at the 
sixth attempt. 

Later in 1985 he set out again for 
Pakistan, with the usual ambitious 
plans - but continuous bad 
weather forced him to abandon 
them. So he fell back instead on a 
family expedition : Goretta and he 
did the Austrian Route on 
Gasherbrum 11, as a means of 
celebrating their tenth wedding 
anniversary. 

So we return to 1986. In April of 
this year,just a few months ago, 
Renato set out yet again for 
Pakistan, with his sights set on the 
SSW Spur of K2. This was a route 
he had been thinking about for 
many years, and perhaps even 
dreaming about, to lessen the 
rigours of his winter bivouacs. 
One of his exceptional, Alpine-
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style pushes took him to 8300 
metres, then bad weather forced 
him back down towards base 
camp. Renato was on the way 
down after his third attempt, the 
final one, and was just a few 
minutes' walk from base camp, 
when a snow bridge gave way 
and he fell 40 metres into a 
crevasse. It was one of those 
snow bridges which always 
appeared safe; which was 
crossed daily by nearly all the 
climbers who were occupied at 
that time on the same side of K2 .. . 

A few hundred metres lower 
down, in her tent, Goretta waited. 
Renato didn't come. 
Mountaineering had lost one of its 
greatest exponents. 
Roberto Mantovani 

Tadeusz Piotrowski 1940 - 1986 
One of Poland's best 
mountaineers, Tadeusz 
Piotrowski from Szczecin, 
perished while descending from 
K2 after an epic alpine-style 
ascent by a new route. Borr) on 
January 1, 1940, economist by 
profession, he continued 
climbing for 25 years! In the 
seventies he was the leading 
figure of Polish alpine climbing, 
doing new routes in the Alps 
(Dent d'Herens North Face) and 
the Caucasus and first winter 
ascents of the very highest 
standard (Grand Pitier d'Angle in 
1971 and others) . He was best 
known for his winter ascents of 
the Trollryggen Pillar in 1982, the 
first winter ascent of the French 
Direct Route the Trollveggen in 
1974 and the second winter 
ascent of the Rimmon Route on 
this face in 1977. In 1969 
Piotrowski was the first man to 
reach the summit of Pik Skalisty 
(5621 m) in the Soviet Pamir-Alay, 
the highest in the area. 
Specialized in winter climbing, 
on February 131983, he made the 
historic first winter ascent of 
Noshaq (7492ml - not one 
seventeen thousander was 
climbed in winter at this time. Big 
Himalayan type routes followed: 
Ti rich Mir East (7692ml by the 
long East Ridge in 1978 and 
Rakaposhi (7788ml by the 
Northwest Ridge, second ascent 
of the summit in 1979. Next year 
Tadeusz led a lightweight party to 
Distaghil Sar, completing first 
ascents of the Yazghil Dome 
(7440ml and Distaghil Sar East 
(7700m). A very hard experience 
was the first winter ascent of the 
Api (7132ml on December 24, 
1983, with the death of his 
summit companion. In 1984 he 
was ma9na pars of the 

climb with young contemporaries, 
including some from the most 
active and exclusive club of the 
day, the Group de Haute 
Montagne. One of her new friends 
was the young French alpinist, 
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, Jean Morin. She was invited to 
visit his home in Paris, where he 
introduced her to climbing at 
Fontainebleau, already a popular 
Klettergarten with members of 
the GHM. She was instantly 

international Nanga Parbat 
Southeast Pillar expedition. 
Unhappily he could not attack the 
summit. He was also a member 
of an expedition with the same 
objective the following year. 

This year was K2 (8611 m) East 
Face - a formidable new route 
made in alpine style with Jerzy 
Kukuczka. On July 8 they reached 
the summit, on July 10 1986 was 
the fatal outcome: Piotrowski lost 
a crampon and fell down to his 
death. 

In Poland Piotrowski gained 
wide respect for his good articles 
and beautiful lectures. His books 
include an autobiography In 
Storm and Frost(1977); a story of 
the winter battle on Noshaq: 
When the Mercury Freezes ( 1982) 
and some reports from his 
Norwegian adventures On the 
Trolls Wall (1984). Writing a 
tribute to his friend who had died, 
he said that the love of the 
mountains sometimes demands 
the highest price - life. Tadeusz 
Piotrowski deeply loved the 
mountains and he paid the price 
too. 
Jozef Nyka 

Nea Morin (1905-86) 
Nea Morin's recent death after a 
long and distressing illness has 
robbed the mountaineering world 
not only of a fine climber, but of 
one of the most ardent promoters 
of the cordee feminine. Even as a 
child Nea had demonstrated a 
natural aptitude for scrambling 
about, for there was nothing she 
enjoyed more than shinning up 
trees and rocks with her brothers 
around the family home in 
Tunbridge Wells. Such hoydenish 
behaviour brought no parental 
reproofs; quite the reverse - her 
father, a member of the Alpine 
Club, would offer prizes to the first 
of his offspring who could solve 
particular boulder problems. Nea 
was thrilled, at the age of fifteen, 
when he decided the time had 
come to let her climb real 
mountains. They were on holiday 
in Austria and the famous skier
mountaineer Hannes Schneider 
was engaged to be Nea's first 
guide and instructor. 

From then on, there was no 
staunching her enthusiasm, and 
within a few years she was 
organising her own alpine 
holidays and had been elected to 
the Ladies' Alpine Club. Her 
personal development as a 
mountaineer coincided with the 
great surge forward of guideless 
alpinism of the nineteen-twenties, 
and it was inevitable that in the 
Alps she should soon meet and 

reminded of the rocks around her 
own home, and when Jean in turn 
came to England, she delightedly 
took him to a privately-owned 
sandstone outcrop near 
Groombridge where she 
remembered picnicking as a child. 
It was the first of many visits. They 
were probably Harrison's Rocks' 
first climbers and immediately 
recognised its potential. Before 
long they and their friends had 
unearthed an impressive number 
of routes, many of then wrenched 
from beneath a luxuriant cladding 
of vegetation. 

Nea and Jean were married 
early in 1928, living first in London 
and later in Paris, where they 
climbed regularly at Fontainebleau 
with other Bleausards. And in the 
Alps, with Jean's sister Micheline 
and Alice Damesme, Nea made 
such pioneer feminine ascents as 
Meije Travers (1933), Aiguille de 
Blaitiere(all three summits, 1934), 
La Grande Cassetraverse (1934) 
and the Aiguille Qui Remue 
(1938). 

When war broke out, the Morins 
had two young children - Denise 
and Ian -and Nea decided to bring 
them to England for safety. Cut off 
from her beloved Alps, she made 
frequent trips to North Wales and 
it was during this time that she did 
a number of climbs with John 
Barford and Menlove Edwards, 
including the route on Clogwyn y 
Groch an that bears her name, Nea 
(Morin/Edwards, 1941 ). 

She was widowed in 1943when 
a military transport plane on 
which Jean was travelling was 
shot down over the sea. Bringing 
up her children alone, Nea was 
determined, above all else, that 
they should learn something of 
the joy of mountains she and Jean 
had shared. As soon as the war 
was over she introduced them to 
the Alps, and continued to climb 
herself at home and abroad. She 
never remarried. In 1959 she was 
the only woman on a British 
expedition to Arna Dablam, but it 
was the strain of the long forced 
marched on that trip after two 
members had died that 
exacerbated the arthritis which so 
afflicted the last third of her life. 
Even then, however, when she 
could walk only with great 
discomfort and the aid of sticks, 
she was still able to rock-climb 
with remarkable fluency. 

As President of the Ladies' 
Alpine Club in 1947, Nea Morin 
was a founder member of the 
British Mountaineering Council, 
and it gave her particular pleasure 
eleven years later when the 
Council agreed to purchase 
Harrison's Rocks for climbers. For 
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a number of years she conducted 
climbing courses there for the 
Central Council of Physical 
Recreation. I was fortunate to 
attend some of these, and can still 
see Nea powering effortlessly up 
Isolated Buttress or Eyelet (in 
those days when the crucial rock 
eyelet was still intact). She must 
by then have been well into her 
fifties, yet there was not one of her 
young students who could match 
her for strength or style. 

Nea's autobiography, A 
Woman's Reach, was published 
in 1968. It remains one of the 
classics of mountaineering 
literature. 
Dorothy Pilley-Richards (1894-
1986) 
The death has also occured of 
another British woman alpinist 
whose climbing career spanned 
more than half a century. Dorothy 
Pilley was the widow of the 
literary critic I. A. (Ivor) Richards, 
who died in 1979 and with whom 
she did most of her climbing. 
They first met in 1916 in North 
Wales and in 1918 made the first 
ascent of Holly Tree Wal/on ldwal 
Slabs with C. F. Holland. Other 
Kingdom they put up in 1922. 
Every summer throughout their 
active years they would collect 
peaks and traverses. They were 
indefatigable travellers - three 
times around the world - and 
Ivor's career took them from 
Cambridge University to chairs in 
Peking and Harvard. Wherever 
they happened to find 
themselves, they would explore 
and climb - the Alps, Corsica, 
Sikkim, Burma, China, Mongolia, 
Korea, the Rockies - and they were 
still climbing in the Andes and 
Alaska in the nineteen-seventies, 
but their greatest ascent was 
undoubtedly the virgin North 
Ridge of the Dent Blanche in 1928 
- a climb not repeated until 1956. 

Some years later Dorothy - or 
Dorothea, as Ivor called her and as 
she preferrd later to be known -
described to a Sunday newspaper 
reporter how her aspirations to 
become a politician had at first 
made her shy away from any idea 
of marriage. 'Ivor caught me up in 
Honolulu and we were married on 
the last day of 1926, to start the 
New Year right. I was very glad to 
be caught, really.' She herself 
worked for a time as a journalist 
on the Daily Express, but got the 
sack when she refused to include 
the "juicy bits" in an interview she 
had conducted. She continued to 
write as a freelance, mostly 
outdoor pieces, and was editor of 
the Pinnacle Club Journal from 
1924 to 1938. In 1935 her book 
Climbing Days was published. 
Frank Smythe welcomed the 
"vivacious enthusiasm mingled 
with a delightful sense of 
humour" that ran through its 
narrative, hailing the book as the 
feminine equivalent of George 
Ingle Finch's The Making of a 
Mountaineer. It proved just as 
popular thirty years later, when it 
was reissued with additional 
retrospective material. 
Audrey Salkeld 
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Above: Chogolisa from K2 Base Camp. The traverse was from right to left, descending to the col, (where Hermann Buhl died) and behind 
the rounded peak on the left. Photo: Jim Curran. 

CHOGOLISA DIARY 
by Andy Fanshawe 

Chogolisa (7665m, 25148ft) in the 
Karakoram, has 2 summits , a higher SW 
summit and the NE (Bride Peak) top 
(7654m, 25111ft). A huge trapezium, its 
connecting summit ridge is over 1 km in 
length. In 1957, Hermann Buhl was killed 
making an attempt on Bride Peak with Kurt 
Diemberger. Attention was thus drawn to 
the peak and by 1958 Fujihira and Hirai had 
made the first ascent of Bride Peak leaving 
the higher summit still unclimbed. 1975 saw 
the first ascent of the SW summit by the 
Koblmuller-Ied Austrian Expedition, who 
fixed over 1200 metres of rope between 
5000 and 6700 metres. No party had ever 
traversed the summit ridge to include both 
summits in a single excursion. This is what 
the 1986 British Chogolisa Expedition of 
Liam Elliot, Hamish Irvine , Ulric Jessop , 
Simon Lamb and myself hoped to achieve, 
making our attempt from the North, the 
Baltoro Glacier. The Expedition was sup
ported by the Nick Estcourt A ward, the 
British Mountaineering Council, the Mount 
Everest Foundation and the Sang Award. 

* * * 
24 

Three weeks after arriving in Karachi , we 
reached Base Camp at the junction of the 
Vigne and Upper Baltoro Glaciers just 2 
hours from Concordia. But it hadn't been 
easy: a 26 hour train journey from Karachi 
deposited four already weary amid the 
rigours of Rawalpindi; mind bending 
bureaucracy, forms (in triplicate), ice 
throwing machines disguised as air condi
tioning, Morris Minor taxis that just never 
broke down, mango milkshakes and worst 
of all Guizar , our Liaison Officer. Simon, 
flying direct with his employers, arrived on 
the scene looking decidedly clean. Another 
two days in 'Pindi soon knocked him into 
shape! 

The highlight of the approach was the 
first class jet flight from 'Pindi to Skardu . 
From the flightdeck we were treated to a 
270° panorama of the Karakoram with just 
glass between us at 8500m and the widest 
imaginable expanse of peaks, most obvious 
being Nanga Pabat, K2, Broad Peak and 
Gasherbrum 4. 

At Skardu 30 porters were employed 
(without haste as many were unwilling to 
work for government rates) and bundled 
onto a tractor trailer to be taken to Dassu, 
the roadhead. 

The walk in to Base was characterised by 
extremely heavy sacks (a result of over 
enthusiastic cost cutting), desperately cold 
river crossing ( or desperately frightening 
depending on whether we were sitting in 
fishcrates suspended over the Braldu or 
not), heat exhaustion, litter and dramatic 
scenery on a harrowing scale. Basecamp 
was a welcoming place ... 

To acclimatise , Simon, Hamish , Liam 
and Ulric climbed to the summit of the "ice 
dome" at 7150m on the SE Ridge of Bride 
Peak. I declined to join them on this assault 
as I was suffering, more than most, the 
extreme gluttony witnessed at the Fullers 
K2 Base Camp! The weather during the 
subsequent week of waiting was the worst 
we had endured, interest only maintained 
by nursing our home brew "Happy" who 
was consuming alarming quantities of 
sugar! 

Opposite Page: The author at the col 
(6800m) on the North West Face of 
Chogolisa, at the head of the Vigne Glacier. 
Photo: Ulric Jessop. 





Andy Fanshawe. Photo: Lamb 
To traverse Chogolisa would necessitate 

carrying all our gear over the top . We would 
not enjoy the luxury of a top camp and a 
lightweight "up and down" assault on the 
summit day . Nothing that wasn't considered 
absolutely essential was carried . 8.5mm 
rope was substituted by 7mm line - and in 
shorter lengths , frames were taken out of 
sacks, Goretex shells for sleeping bags were 
foregone and clothing spares were whittled 
away to virtually none. We didn 't even 
carry headtorch battery spares! There 
would be no margin for error. 

10th August 
The day dawned clear and calm. Although 
~louds gradually built up through the morn
mg, they never looked threatening. Hamish 
suggested that we leave that mornmg for the 
base of the climbing proper and we all 
agreed . There would be need for commit
ment later on , by which time we hoped to 
have a better idea of the weather. Within 
two hours of that decision we had eaten , 
packed and started on the long approach to 
the Vigne Glacier. Eight hours of hard 
going brought us to the very head of the 
glacier beneath the biggest feature of the 
area, the 1500m NW Face to the SW Ridge 
of Chogolisa . Although this face is over 
2km wide only one line stood out as the 
ascent route , being threatened by seracs for 
only a portion of its height. We slept that 
night in a vast imposing amphitheatre. 

11th August 
At lam I emerged from sleep and 
immediately put on a brew. At 2.30am we 
started on the face under a broken sky and 
moved up slowly , over a huge avalanche 
cone , with Liam trailbreaking through a 
light powder cover. Higher up , patches of 
exposed ice and neve provided much 
needed relief but by noon we were still more 
than 300m from the ridge floundering in 
deep snow. The slope was dangerous and 
further uphill progress was exhausting. 
Annoyance at how we had landed ourselves 
in the present position kept hammering on 
my tired mind . We stopped, pitched our 
tiny tents and rested, difficult though this 
was under the baking sun . 

12th August 
At 2.30am we were moving again , now on 
steeper ground , though mostly unroped to 
allow each to progress at his own pace . 
Turning a couple of seracs we at last 
reached the SW Ridge , uncorniced but 
razor thin, that led us to the col at 6700m. 
This is where the Austrians made their 
Camp 4 after climbing the SE Face at the 
head of the Kaberi Glacier during the first 
ascent in 1975. We could at last look south -
to the Kaberi and Chogolisa Glaciers , to K6 
and K7 and into the Hushe Valley. For the 
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Ulric Jessop. Photo: Jim Curran 

Simon Lamb. Photo: Curran 

first time Masherbrum dominated our view 
- the magnificent North Ridge , making one 
massive 5 mile sweep onto the Baltoro . The 
weather was excellent now , the pace and 
mood relaxed . We stopped that day on what 
turned out to be the last decent area of level 
ground below the summit , on the very crest 
of the ridge . 

13th August 
By the morning we were under 10cm of 
fresh snow. Spindrift gusted everywhere. 
Ulric's Karrimat was picked up by the wind 
and lost and things suddenly seemed very 
uneasy. At first , slow progress and very 
poor visibility were a touch harrowing but 
later we had clear views of the summit over 
600m above and pushed on harder until it 
was again enveloped in cloud. The wind on 
the ridge higher up looked terrifying -
clouds and spindrift were screaming over 
the edge. There were no ledges between us 
and the top ; nothing to aim for and we 
would certainly not make the top that day . 
Upward progress was painfully slow, 
requiring several deep panting breaths for 
each single step. I switched off my brain and 
hardly a single thought registered in the 
next 12 hours . The slope levelled a little , to 
35°, and exhausted , we set about digging 
out a ledge for each of the bivouac tents -
this took another 3 hours! 

The wall on the uphill side of mine and 
Simon's tent slowly caved in under the ever 
increasing weight of driven snow. Cooking 
was impossible without the tent filling with 
spindrift which poured in through the 
minute cracks in the entrance that we kept 
for ventilation . To add to the misery, by 
nightfall the clouds abandoned us on that 

Liam Elliot. Photo: Curran 

lonely spot , to a beautiful sunset and crash
ing temperatures . A half-inch layer of hoar 
frost appeared instantly on the inside walls 
of the tent. Sleep was for me impossible , my 
mouth drying out as the rest of me seemed 
to get wetter. Heavy and frequent breathing 
brought a numb almost relaxing feeling that 
I badly wanted . I writhed in my pit. It was a 
hideous place . 

14th August 
It had been a desperately cold night - that 
morning I recorded -28°C on my tiny ther
mometer. It occured to me then that it had 
been some time since I had felt any sensation 
in my toes. I remembered my eight day stay 
in Chamonix Hospital last Christmas with 
frostbite , grimaced and then tried not to let 
it worry me again . Getting out of the tents 
and into boots at that temperature and 
altitude (c.7400m) was difficult enough 
without having to teeter on a snow and ice 
slope 2000m above the glacier! 

It was 5am, four hours after alarm , before 
Simon and I eventually started moving , 
following the trail left by the others about 
an hour ahead. The weather was perfect -
ample compensation for a deathly cold 
night. Certainly now we would top our 
mountain! 

At about 8.30am we were all together on 
the summit of Chogolisa . Here was the 

Hamish Irvine. Photo:Fanshawe 



Above: Ulric Jessop approaches Camp III (7000m). Looking south to the Kaberi Glacier. Photo: Liam Elliot. 
Below: The summit group, about to start the traverse. L-R standing: Elliot, Lamb, Fanshawe, Irvine. Reclining: Jessop. 
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Right: A cheval, par excellence, Hamish Irvine 
approachint:_ the South West Summit of 
Chogolisa (7665m). Nanga Parbat visible in far 
distance. Photo: Liam Elliot. 

place that more that any other we had 
wanted to reach. The place that had domi
nated our lives for the past 10 months. The 
place where the glare of the sun was the only 
obstruction to a view that lifted every emo
tion I had , upwelling tiny tears of joy . I 
briefly hugged Hamish quite forgetting for 
the moment the huge drop on either side of 
our razor ridge. Liam sat pensively gazing 
along summits' edge or down one of the 
ridges splaying out into the chaos of the 
Karakoram. Someone took a picture but it 
will never look the same again .. . · 

This ridge is a cracker, worth those freezing 
hours in the tent, eh? One, two, three, four, 
five . Yeeha! we've done it boys! A silly grin 
spreads all over my sunburned face. "Dear 
Hamish, what are you doing in the summer 
of 86?" A giggle escapes from the grin. Not 
too knackered either, a bit better than the 
walk in! That was the worst bit, just after the 
gorge. 

Lots of posing photos then cold and reality 
seep back in . The ridge looks a doddle now 
and we set off. It's deceptive. The crust 
gives beneath almost every step; there's no 
rhythm in this jarring progress. Our easy 
horizontal walk is suddenly exhausting, no 
doddle up here. From breaking trail I'm 
soon struggling behind, knackered now. 

The silly grin has gone from my face but 
its still there inside - Yeeeeha! 

The summit ridge, the objective of the 
expedition , lay to the NE. Bride Peak , the 
NE top, was very clearly discemable one 
kilometre distant. As we set out along the 
ridge , the prospect of K2 , Broad Peak and 
the Gasherbrums caught our eyes and 
quickly humble? us . The climbing _was 
occasionally dehcate but never technical. 
Nowhere did we rope up, and what we had 
predicted would take us a whole day took us 
4 hours! The summit of Bride Peak is a 
rocky surmount about 20m high. It was 1 
o'clock and the very steep snow on the 
south side was very clearly unclimbable . 
The slate rock on all other sides was shat
tered and decidedly unstable . Impossible to 
fix a belay on the rock , not even a spike , and 
with no placements for ice screws or snow 
stakes in the surrounding snow we were left 
with little option but to climb unroped to 
the top. Ulric and I tentatively moved up 
the "rognon" making a last, wild and some
what exposed mantleshelf move to gain the 
top. There was room for one person to 
stand on the summit but a gust of wind 
would certainly remove you. We sat on the 
summit which at 7654m, is just 11 metres 
lower than the main top. There was, sur
prisingly , no feeling of urgency _to ?escend . 
We exchanged photos , enioymg the 
moment before reversing with great 
difficulty back to the ridge and the others, 
who were further convinced by this second 
terrifying display that th~ ris~ on this lower 
summit was too much to Justify. 

Liam, realising the need for descent? was 
the first to tum his back on the summit and 
start on the long push down . There was no 
lingering now. We waded through deep . 
snow for 6 dreamy hours. Liam and I 
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reached the col at 7000m at about 7.30pm . 
The weather, for ever changeable, turned 
foul again. Simon and Hamish quickly 
appeared but Ulric was nowhere to be seen . 
Not one of us could have mustered the 
energy to go back up that slope to help or 
search for Ulric . We got on with the chores 
of bivouac life , preparing drinks and pulling 
into our sleeping bags , now heavy and 
sodden. I somehow managed to convince 
myself that Ulric had arrived back and there 
was nothing to worry about. Maybe I did 
this because I thought that Ulric's 
headtorch, like mine , was no longer 
working or that I remembered that I had 
cut a trail across a snow slope disturbingly 
prone to windslab avalanche. Whatever the 

reason I had shut it from my mind. By the 
time Ulric eventually appeared to Liam and 
Hamish at about 9'clock, Simon and I were 
already in the tent. During the last two 
hours , nearing the point of total exhaustion , 
he had covered only 200 metres . I poked 
my head out of the entrance and saw him 
just 10m away coming across the slope. He 
looked like a figure returned from hell , 
slumped and walking ever so slowly towards 
us. His beard, heavy with ice and shining in 
our torchlight was drawn from his thin face 
and his arms hung limp, rocking gently. 
"Once the euphoria of the summits wore 
off, weariness started to settle on me like a 
lead weight. As I staggered up to my neck 
in dangerous slabby snow, I got further and 



further behind the others. 1 donned my 
headtorch and followed the trench left by 
the others until the situation became 
confused and I followed an avalanche 
runnel for 50 precious metres before 
realizing my mistake. In my shattered 
condition regaining the track cost me dear 
and I started crawling along what I hoped 
was the right track. Then once again I was 
uncertain where to go as the trench ahead 
seemed to bifurcate. Whistles and flashes 
of my headtorch were greeted with an 
indifferent silence. Anger and frustration 
welled up inside me - I couldn't understand 
why nobody would help me and I couldn't 
bear the embarrassment of spending the 
night in the open only yards from the tent, 

just because I was incapable of following a 
two foot deep trench in the snow. Then 
suddenly I spotted a dim glow just ahead of 
me. It was Hamish who was on his way back 
to help me with failing headtorch. 
Eventually after what seemed like hours, I 
was ensconced in a warm pit with hot food 
(which I had to cook myself!) and a brew. 
Sleep came in mid chew . .. what a mess! 

15th August 
Simon and I decided to push to Base Camp 
in one day and left very early, the only 
occasion on which we started the day's trail
breaking. Liam quickly followed, once the 
others had confirmed they were OK and 
were about to make a move. By 11am he 

and Simon decided to wait for the others 
and that pushing back was unwise in view of 
the time of day and the state of the icefall 
leading down to the Upper Baltoro. At this 
stage I was convinced that frostbite had set 
in, the euphoria was gone, I was tired and 
wanted nothing more than to get down as 
soon as possible. 

At 6'clock I collapsed into the cooking 
shelter where our cook, Mohammed Ali, 
ha!lded me a brew <;>f tea and a huge meal. 
With my only mildly frostnipped toes 
immersed in warm water and with the 
gentle _burr of the stove brewing more tea, 
the rehef I felt then was indescribable! 

At 4pm the next day the others appeared 
and a second wave of euphoria swept camp. 
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Above: The view from the new Mountain offices. Below: Dave Ganci orders lunch for 'secretary' Carrie Cullin. Opposite: Totem Pole 
with office ready for 30 second commercial. Photos: John Annerino. 

You've seen those car commercials where 
someone puts an automobile atop what looks 
like an unsealable summit? A helicopter put it 
there , of course - with the help of a couple of 
hungry climbers . Well , some prescient
minded , New York City ad men had an even 
better idea for an IBM commercial : put a 250-
pound desk , an IBM Model 85 electronic
memory typewriter , and a "secretary" atop 
the Totem Pole in Monument Valley , Arizona 
and they 'll be beatin ' down the doors to buy 
that typewriter. Right? 

But there was only one hitch to this art 
director's wet dream: the *Totem Pole is 600-
feet high, but it's only fourteen feet in diameter 
- not quite big enough to land a helicopter on. 

Enter two hungry climbers . 
"Fourteen feet across? Sure, no problem. " 
That 's what Dave Ganci and I said when we 

first met Independent Artists Producer Paul 
Rosen to view an under-exposed , out-of-focus 
Polaroid snapshot of the summit. At the time , 
however , the two of us had our feet firmly 
planted in the thick , warm carpet of Film Pro
ducer's Warehouse in Phoenix , while a satchel 
full of $500 Barclay's Bank travelers checks 
was being waved in front of us . Naturally, we 
said , "Sure , no problem. " But the cold reality 
of our decision would smack us each squarely 
in the face the moment we jumped out of 
"mother ship" onto the summit of the Totem 
Pole twenty-four hours later. There, we came to 
grips with trying to survive the three winter 
snowstorms that swept across Monument 
Valley during the five-day shoot - at least long 
enough to spend our share of those $500 
"Barclays". Or, as we grew fond of chanting 
from atop the Totem Pole, "A Barclays a day, 
keeps the wolf at bay." 

* The Totem Pole was first climbed in 1957 by William "Dolt" 

Feuerer, Mark Powell , Don Wilson and Jerry Galwas . 

EXTREME TYPING 
A Photo Session with 
John Annerino . . 
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Jerry Gore traversing nevee penitentes on the slopes leading to the ice couloir. Photo: Terry Moore. 

CA YESH - A CALLING 
by Jerry M. Gore 

Nevado Cayesh, a pinnacle in the Peruvian 
Andes, derives its name from a Quechua 
Indian word 'Caye' meaning 'to call' , and 
indeed for me it did just that. Described by 
John Ricker as 'possibly the most spectacu
lar peak in the Cordillera Blanca', I first saw 
a shot of the mountain whilst leafing 
through his guidebook to the Range. I 
became captivated and decided to make it 
the basis of a climbing documentary for the 
BBC's 'Mick Burke Award' . 

Further research revealed some interesting 
facts: up to the time of writing, Cayesh , 
lying in the Southern Region of the Blanca, 
one of the most popular climbing areas in 
South America, had received only two full 
ascents. Both of these would have easily 
qualified for the title 'Epic'. The first 
ascent , in 1960, involved a truly horrendous 
climb along the peak's overhung, corniced 
and heavily mushroomed South Ridge, by 
three intrepid New Zealanders. 

The second ascent took place in 1984, 
with a superbly technical and serious route 
up the East Face by Messrs Richey and the 
self-styled Rhody Loadies. The crux of this 
five day horror-show was centred around 
tiers of ice ceilings projecting out horizon
tally thirty feet , at mid-height on the face . 
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The suspended icicles which decorated 
these tiers, were surmounted amidst 
graphic details of axe hooking on pockets , 
with icicle tie-offs for protection! 

After reading Richey's account, the film 
very quickly became the main aim upon 
which I focused all my attention. Cayesh 
slowly withdrew to the back benches, like 
some retired and thorny politician , only to 
rise at odd intervals and thrust a hoary old 
finger at me. A reminder of just what I was 
getting involved in. 

Interest was really set alight, however, 
after receiving information gleaned from 
Cesar Morales Arnao in Lima. He sent me 
a full break-down of all previous attempts 
on Cayesh, and from this I began to realise 
the possibilities that existed on the west side 
of the mountain. It appeared that , despite 
numerous attempts by American and Euro
pean teams, only Stu Allan 's party in '73 
had come close to success on this sector of 
Cayesh. After a multi-day adventure across 
the West Face , his two-man team reached a 
high point on the South Ridge and 
descended from there. 

The whole of the North West Face lay 
untouched and was quite clearly up for 
grabs . I decided to keep the idea in mind, 

but make a final decision when we got out 
there. As usual, conditions on the hill 
dictated events. 

* * * * * 
Our film team reached Base Camp, at the 

foot of Cayesh , around June '85. We soon 
realised that the face was still badly choked 
with early season snow-fall . It was agreed 
that it would take at least two weeks to 
clear, so we went for the unclimbed West 
Face of Milpocraju (5420m) to the south 
and filmed it in its entirety. 

By the time we had returned to Cayesh, 
bad weather had come in again . We 
initiated two major assaults , but were 
soundly repulsed both times, Al Hinkes and 
I reaching a high point at the second 
attempt following a continuous twenty four 
hour push. After re-ascending the obvious 
couloir lying to the left of the face, we 
reached an impasse eight pitches above the 
col , where the snow ridge meets the skyline. 

Opposite Page: "Terry leading the final 
pitch before the amphitheatre. The huge 
icicles hanging from the upper serac barrier 
occupied our thoughts throughout the 
entire climb!" Photo: Jerry Gore. 





The West Face of Nevada Cayesh, showing the original line, right skyline, and the new NW face from the ice couloir to the the left hand 
profile. 

We had climbed well into the night and had 
finished up beneath an overhanging, loose 
rock wall. With no hope of a bivvy and the 
prospect of very technical aid-climbing 
ahead, for which we had made no provision , 
retreat was our only option. The incentive 
ofNevado Cayesh remained, but it was time 
for newer pastures. This time the delights of 
the Imantata Disco were calling. 

That was the conclusion of events for 
1985. By the time I had returned home it 
was already clear in my mind that I would 
make another attempt. The mountain had 
become an obsession , a calling that I felt 
compelled to answer. The following year I 
went back. I had been summoned once 
more, but this time I was prepared to do 
battle on my own terms ... 

They say a route only really begins to 
affect you after it is finished, not before. I 
experience this now amidst the damp , 
sleazy squalor at Base Camp. I am filled 
with the continual reminder of events and 
places already witnessed. Same story, same 
feelings, only the numbers change and the 
rules are bent a little more. 

The rain outside the tent continues and I 
turn the music up. Terry puts another brew 
on and I drift off . . . 

'My freedom, my pretty cell , 
My tempting to destroy 

My fantasies , my lost control , 
My confusion , dillusion . . . 

My loneliness, my aching brain , 
My pounding in my head , 
Machismo , my manhood , 

My wanting just to scream. ' 

The pictures come slowly back -

The long trudge up the glacier is endura
ble. We had already left gear for the wall 
climb four days ago and our packs arc light 
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for the first time in a week. Terry is obvi
ously well rid of the dysentery that has been 
troubling him and he storms ahead, the old 
glacial rhythm well established. I stumble 
on behind , trying desperately to find mine , 
but to no avail. 

We reach the bergschrund at the foot of 
the face by early afternoon , time enough to 
fix the first pitches across the gap and up to 
the first rognon. This will allow access to the 
ice couloir and the start of the real difficul
ties. We are well pleased with our work and 
retire to our palatial bivvy tent, floating 
amidst a sea of whiteness in a hollow hewn 
from the neve. The hardened snow is 
testimony to the appalling fact that the 
Blanca has recently come through five 
weeks of perfect weather. We have missed 
it all and know only too well that time is not 
on our side. The weather will surely break 
soon? The sunsets each night play mercilessly 
with our fantasies. We brew and drink 
mechanically. We are each lost in his own 
private world and the discussion remains 
short and clipped until our bivvy sack finally 
enshrouds us, together with our worries. 

The first full day on the face and we reach 
the col after six hours struggle . I find a good 
ledge, protected from the icicles above by 
an overhang and we prepare for the night. 
The drinks, a mixture of Duocal Carbohyd
rate and rehydrated baby food , are passed 
back and forth and we slowly regain the 
valuable fluid lost during the day. 

I begin to think about tomorrow and what 
it might bring. We should reach , or get close 
enough to, last year's high point to determine 
whether or not the rock will go . I am con
vinced there is a line there somewhere , and 
have gambled this whole saga on that lone 
hope. Have I only been deceiving myself? I 
look across at Terry and grin. He is 
immersed in his own thoughts and ignores 
me totally. I hope for his sake I am right. 

Day three arrives. Long pitches are run 
out to the left, across the face, over very 
steep , mixed ground . The high-point is 
reached finally , and dismay quickly 
replaces expected hope. Back to square 
one. I have no choice but to go for our only 
other option, a vague line of weakness 
above the bivvy site, and one that we think 
will penetrate the rock band. 

I shoulder my rucksack and begin work 
on the shattered dyke that splits the roof 
over 200 feet above me. Almost 
immediately I am spat out like some 
unwanted , indigestible scrap, and I lie 
sprawling at Terry's feet. The sack is 
ditched, and I re-ascend. 

The first pitch goes well enough, with 
some aiding to start, followed by wide 
bridging up fairly solid rock with good 
protection. Terry jumars up, and I begin 
again. This time the problems are more 
intricate. A tension balance across the face 
of a giant block leads me to the bottom of 
another vertical crack system, which splits 
the main overhang in the band. We anticipate 
that this will be the crux , above which it will 
be possible to gain access to the huge 
amphitheatre in the middle of the face; 
from reconnaissance shots taken by early 
New Zealand attempts we were able to 
identify a series of ice ramps that appeared 
to lead up to the top serac barrier. Although 
extremely steep, this "staircase" of ice 
seemed a key element in the jig-saw of 
pieces needed to complete the picture. 
Above this , however was No-Man's Land. 
Whether we would encounter those same 
tiers of ice ceilings that Richey so vividly 
described , was impossible to ascertain. It 

Opposite Page: Al Hinkes on steep mixed 
ground during the 1985 attempt. 
Photo: Jerry Gore. 





Above: Terry Moore looking round to the ice ramps at three quarters height, after traversing out of the amphitheatre. Photo: Gore. 
Below Left: Ian Peters leading above the initial rock band on Milpocraju West Face 1985. Photo: Gore. Below Right: Looking back from 
the stance in photo above. Photo: Gore. 
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Terry Moore on the bivvi ledge having returned from the summit, desperately trying to summon up the motivation for the evening meal. 
Photo: Gore. 

would definitely be a case of suck it and see! 
From below the roof I look up at a large 

block of suspended icicles , one of the many 
that litter the face. The crack yields be
grudgingly, until a return to face climbing 
on small incuts. The line leads up to a little 
niche between a large overhang on my left 
and a further crack system up to my right. I 
rest awkwardly feeling the strain slowly 
build and the long run-out beginning to 
affect me. I place a small knifeblade and 
tension once more across the rock. Fifteen 
feet of toeing and I am across. The ground 
suddenly eases and I become immersed in a 
sort of open chimney. Relief floods in, as I 
make safe, and prepare for the abseil. 
Darkness stops play. It is a useful excuse 
because I am really knackered anyway. We 
scuttle back to last night's lair , pleased with 
our work. 

Day four is unzipped to reveal the usual 
concoction of mist, cold and wind. A late , 
late start and a series of long exhausting 
hauls see us ensconced in the chimney, 
yesterday's highpoint. 

Terry leads out a couple of fine pitches , 
and we are in the amphitheatre, gaping at 
the amazing Gothic architecture that 
surrounds us . Huge walls of rock lie sus
pended , interspersed with graceful arches 
and columns of ice. Bach would definitely 
have had a field day up here, if he could only 
work out the organ arrangements! 

Out to the left a traverse across rock slabs 
leads to easy ground and a beautiful sight. 
The start of the ice ramps is just round the 
corner, guaranteeing further progress. A 
gift from heaven , and not the last on this 
route by any means. Terry miraculously 
finds a tiny ledge big enough for two bums, 

and we set up shop once more. Ropes fixed, 
gear racked and hung, bodies tied off and 
we're in and sitting pretty . I relax for the 
first time that day. The exposure and general 
situation makes for a fantastic bivvy, more 
like front row seats at the Albert Hall. We 
sit captivated as a theatre of light and colour 
opens before us. Sunset yields hope , but 
cold and blackness take its place , and we 
soon tire of the entertainment. Cracked 
hands and faces are encased in folds of fibre 
pile , and the night wears on, the ritual pattern 
of restlessness, shifting and shivering 
enacted to the full. 

Summit Day , and we are up early for a 
change. I begin work on the ramp straight 
away, equipped only for ice, no sack, just a 
small one for the second. We lead out pitch 
after pitch of perfect 70°-85° green ice. 
Eventually I come up against a short rock 
wall, beyond which the dreaded ice ceilings 
dramatically appear. A veritable Creag y 
Rhaead'r at 18,000', but without the Vaynol 
Arms lurking beneath. 

Terry joins me at the stance and we 
decide on a plan of action. The first option 
is tried , and quickly terminated as I retreat 
very carefully from a thin snow bridge , 
giving a brief glimpse of the North Face -
horrendous! No way, no how. Option two is 
less threatening , in fact it's nothing short of 
sheer bloody genius. After carefully search
ing the morasse of icicles and seracs that 
now confront us , Terry has managed to 
discern a route up , and through, the barrier 
itself. He points it out, and I begin to trace 
his route over the ground. Hope flickers 
again as I set off. 

The first problem is a shattered rock 
band , either side of which lie thick ice flows . 
The rock is verglassed , but at a fairly easy 

angle. Crampons are whipped off, at the 
edge, and I climb very slowly across on 
sloping holds , desperately regretting our 
decision to leave the rock gear behind. The 
pitch ends abruptly at the start of a honey
combed wall of ice , and the start of our 
journey through the seracs. Although ini
tially low-angled, the ice rises up at me, and 
then strangely leads off and round a window 
of ice , ending in two very nice tied-off 
screws. The first good protection for some 
time, and with it the realisation that I am 
now on the summit snow fields. 

I am surrounded by fantastic ice forma
tions, but by the time Terry has joined me I 
can see the route ahead, and feel the cer
tainty of success rising within. He leads 
through and races for the top. The sensation 
at the summit is too much and I sink to my 
knees - three years' ambition fulfilled . 

The abseils back through the ice ramps 
are lengthy and expensive, as we gaily kiss 
goodbye to drilled stakes and titanium 
screws. We reach the start of the ramps by 
early evening, and resolve to spend another 
night on the face . The wind that had con
tinually plagued us each evening is strangely 
absent. We enjoy an hour's relaxation , sitting 
above the sea of cloud which leaps at the 
face a 1000 feet below. Ambition has been 
halted , if only temporarily , and a sense of 
real contentment seeps in. Day becomes 
night once more. All sound has gone and 
some words from another world come 
slowly to mind: 

'.'Love silence, even in the mind .. . 
True silence is the rest of the mind; and is 
to the spirit, what sleep is to the body, 
nourishment and refreshment." 
William Penn 
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FOSSEKLATRING 
Ice climbing in Norway 
by Steve Helmore 

Up until the beginning of the '70s, ice climb
ing in Norway had been confined to glaciers 
and their ice-falls , with some Alpine style 
ascents of snow-ice gullies in the J otenheim. 
The waterfalls started to receive attention 
as 'training for the Alps', but not until 1977 
and some bold first ascents by Henry Barber 
and Rob Taylor, were new equipment and 
techniques introduced. These have opened 
up the country's huge potential. And what 
potential! Winter Norway has one of the 
world 's largest collections of frozen water
falls, from short routes found all over the 
country , to the kilometre long falls of the 
West. 

The ice-climbing season can be as long as 
December to April , but February and 
March give the most reliable conditions. 
The waterfalls in the west of the country ( eg 
Laerdal and Romsdal) , though magnificent , 
are rather susceptible to the milder climate, 
and are less often in condition. Some years 
they do not freeze completely, and many 
have had no or only one ascent. On the 
other hand, deep in mid-winter at tempera
tures of - 20 and below, expeditions suffer 
concrete-like ice and numb extremities! 

The northern latitudes give rise to very 
short days in December and January , and 
cold resistant headtorches are very useful. 
For access to most of the waterfalls , reliable 
4-wheeled transport is a necessity, with 
studded tyres compulsory. Main roads are 
usually kept open, but minor ones are 
blocked until late in the season. The 
approaches to the waterfalls themselves are 
often characterised by wading waist deep in 
snow up seemingly endless wooded hillsides! 
Skis and snowshoes are sometimes useful. 

Because of the hardness of the cold ice , 
heavyweight axes are recommended, 
together with sharp, rigid crampons fastened 
to warm boots. Screw in/Screw out ice 
screws are expensive but nevertheless most 
popular (they work). 

As yet there is no guide book to Norway's 
waterfalls , though there exists a mini-guide 
(published in Nork/at No. 27), in Norwegian , 
to "Some of South and Central Norway" . 
The major climbing shops in Oslo , Hem
sedal and Tromso are helpful sources of 
advice. 

The sketch map shows the locations of 
the major areas: 
Hemsedal, Laerdal , Fagernes (Valdres), 
Oslo , Rjukan , Otta , Drivdalen , Romsdal. 

Hemsedal 
Hemsedal is probably Norway's most popu
lar ice climbing centre. Its position usually 
gives reliable conditions during most of the 
season, with a fair choice of routes, local 
accommodation, and interesting diversions 
like slalom skiing! If conditions are favoura
ble , the waterfalls in Laerdal are only a few 
hours' drive westwards. 

Knut Gjesdahl leading the steep second pitch of Langaani at Valdres. 
Photo: Steve He/more . 

Haugsfossen (II, 2p.), and Tuvfossen 
(III/IV, 2p.), are popular training climbs, 
while GreJtenutfossen (IVN, 6p.), and 
Hydnefossen (VI, 4p.) are Hemsedal 's test 
pieces. 

Grl'Jtenutfossen is reached by a 1-2 hour 
plod up through woods starting 300m west 
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of Ulsak. There are about six pitches, the 
first three of which have steep sections. The 
ice is sometimes both narrow and thin , 
especially on pitch 3, and use of the rock 
should not be ruled out! After about 6-9 
hours of ascent, a descent gulley can be 
found 400m to the west, returning to the 
base of the route . 

Hydnefossen , first climbed by Choe 
Brooks and Marius Morstad in 1979, is the 
magnificent waterfall between Storehorn 

and Veslehorn on the south side of the 
valley. A long approach, possible on skis, 
takes one to five hours depending on snow 
conditions. The 160m of climbing is very 
steep and sustained, taking upwards of eight 
hours. (Up until recently many parties have 
used fixed ropes and taken two days .) 
Descent is by abseil or a long walk east
wards. 
Laerdal & Arda! 
Driving west and descending into Laerdal 
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Above: The mighty Hyndefoss1:n in Hemsecjal, which gives four pitches of ice to grade VI. Photo: Steve Helmore . . 
Below: The greatest unsolved ice problem m Romsdal, the 8OOm Dt1ntefossen. Photo: Iver Gjelstenli. 

(usually open during winter), a wealth of ice Oslo Area and Telemark 
is passed on both sides of the steep-sided Although Telemark is largely unexplored 
vaHey_. The falls of B0afossen (III/IV, 2p. ), by ice climbers , the dark, steep-sided valley 
K10rhfossen (IV IV , Sp.) , and Seltunfossen of Rjukan has several excellent middle grade 
(IV/V '· 4p. ), are all recommended, though routes. It is popular with Oslo climbers, and 
there 1s plenty of new route potential as most routes have mercifully short 
well. The West 's hidden gem, however, is approaches. 
the magnificent Vettisfoss (VI, 9p). 

Vettisfossen lies in Utladalen, and is Rjukanfoss (III, 4p.) lies at the head of 
reached by a drive further north via Tyin- the valley and is regulated by the local 
krysset and 0vre Arda!. The waterfall is a power station. However, there is usually 
three hour, ski-assisted approach from the enough ice for climbing. A two pitch abseil 
roadhead at Hjelle, one hour from Vetti from the road reaches the gorge , and from 
farm. In summer, the water plunges 270m in there on the climb is the easiest escape! The 
free fall (Norway's highest) into the steep- route follows the ice pyramid, with an 
sided valley. Overall it is 330m , and a very interesting narrow pitch to finish. 
senous chmbmg adventure. Its first and Moving nearer Oslo, the popular summer 
only ascent in 1977 by Henry Barber and cliff of Andersnotten in Eggedal sometimes 
Rob Taylor was a landmark in Norwegian provides an excellent route. The line of 
ice climbing. Two to three moderate pitches Hvitestripe (IV, 6p. ), a grade VI friction 
lead to large overhangs , avoided by a two and face climb in summer, forms a thin but 
pitch diagonal traverse right and left. The broad ice route. In the absence of good ice 
upper four pitches climb a vertical monolith. screw placements, protection can be found 
Descent is by walking south and then down by digging through the thin ice to the in situ 
to Vetti farm. The remoteness and size of bolts beneath! 
the climb, its low altitude and the high water Otta and Drivdalen 
pressure - it rarely freezes completely - have Otta lies four to five hours ' drive north of 
defeated several good teams. Oslo , and Drivdalen another two hours . 
Valdres There are several excellent falls in these 
The area lying north and west of Fagenes areas , and Jokulkula (IV , 7p.) is perhaps 
has several interesting small climbs , but the Norway's most popular ice climb. First 
area 's classic is Langaani (V , 7p.). This lies climbed by Danes Finn Klinkeby and Mads 
about one hour from Fagenes , at the eastern Madsen in 1979, Jokulkula lies 13km west 
end of Vangsmj(llsi lake , on the north side of of Otta on the north side of the valley. The 
the valley . approach and descent are easy , conditions 

The normal ascent time is eight to 12 are usually good , and the climbing is varied . 
hours. The second pitch is very steep , and Three easier angled pitches lead to the crux 
the sixth is often thin and steep. The first wall , and the climb continues in staircase 
ascensionists, Marius Morstad and Bj(llrn fashion to the top . A walking descent starts 
Myrer-Lund (1978) finished the route by 400m to _the west. Though this is a good 
rock climbing, but most years it is complete. mtroduct1on to harder routes, some parties 
A descent gulley can be found 1km to the have been benighted. 
east. Local climbers have found several good 

..... 
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Major Waterfall Climbs in Norway 
Th ere is no wid ely recognised grading system for Norway's ice routes. lnd~ed, beca use conditi ons vary so much from y_ea rto yea r, a_nd many 
climbs are unrepeated , grading is a diffi cult subject. However, wh ere possible, a number between I and VI (VI hardest ) gives a rou gh idea of the 
route's difficulty, followed by th e number of pitches. 

APPROACH TIME (hrs) 

NUMBER OF PITCHES 

i 
GRADE 

NAME LOCATION I FIRST ASCENT 

Hydnefoss Hemsedal 1-3 4 VI Brooks, Morstad 1979 

G rptenutfoss Hemsedal 1-2 6 IV/V Barber, Taylor 1977 

Haugsfoss Hemsedal - 2 II Eriksen, Haug, Carlsrpm, 1975 

Tuvfoss Grpndalen (Hemsedal) 1 2 Ill/IV Barber, Taylor, 1977 

Torpofoss N. Hallingdal 2 3 ? Carlstrpm , Gammelseter 

Rotnheimfoss N. Hallingdal ½ 3 IV Gammelsetter et al. 

Votnedalfoss (S .) N. Hallingdal ½ 3 IV Robson, Thorkildson, 1980 

Votnedalfoss (N .) N. Hallingdal 1 3 IV Robson, Aasheim, 1981 

Langaani E. ofVangsmjpsi (Vaid res) 1-3 7 V Morstad, Meire-Lund, 1978 

Vettisfoss Utladalen 3 9 VI Barber, Taylor, 1977 

Hjeledalsfoss Hjelle, Utladalen - 6 Ill Barber, Taylor, 1977 

Tre Spstre Laerdal 1 10 V Breashears, En itch, 1984 

Bpafoss Laerdal 1 2 IV Kolsrud, Kuthbertsen, 1980 

Kjprlifoss Sogn, Laerdal 1 8 IV/V Brooks, Carlstrpm, 1980 

Seltunfoss Laerdal 1 4 IV/V Trap-meyer et al. 1980 

Husumfoss Husum, Laerdal 1 5 IV Lidstrpm, Pyddoke, 1981 

Rjukanfoss RjukanW. 1 4 Ill Myrer-Lund, Morstad, 1978 

Brufoss (N .) RjukanW. - 2 V Thrap-meyer et al. 1981 

Brufoss (S.) RjukanW. - 2 V Unknown 

Sentrumfoss (E .) Rjukan Centre ½ 6 Ill Robson , Thorkildson, 1981 

Sentrumfoss (W.) Rjukan Centre ½ 4 IV Robson, Durkan, 1979 

Hpgfossen Rjukan E. 2-3 3 V Robson , Gjesdahl, 1982 

Kupissfoss Rjukan E. 2 3 IV Robson Aasheim, 1980 

Bridalveil Rjukan E. - 15 II Unknown 

Numedalfoss Numedal ½ 3 IV Myrer-lund, Morstad 

Flatdalfoss Flatdal (Telemark) 1 5 IV Robson, Gjesdahl , 1982 

Hvite Stripe Andersnotten (Eggedal) 2 6 IV Karlsen , Eidstun, 1982 

Madagascar Andersnotten (Eggedal) 2 2 Ill Unknown 

Skogagrova Romsdal - 4 Ill Doseth, 0stigard, 1978 

Tverrelva lsterdalen 2 5 IV Doseth, Svanemyr, 1978 

Black December lsterdalen 2 8 VI Doseth, Gjelstenli, 1982 

0Imaa Romsdalen 1 10 Ill 0stigard, Gjelstenli, 1980 

Stormtrakta (E . Mardalsfoss) Eiksdal 2 6 V 0veras, Gjelstenli, 1981 

W . Mardalsfoss Eiksdal 2 8 IV 0veras, Gjelstenli, 1982 

Husmannsisen Eresfjord 1 4 IV 0veras, En itch, Gjelstenli , 1980 

BP-isen Eresfjord 1 3+ ? 0verasetal. 1984 

Tadeusz-renna Eresfjord ? 4 VI 0veras, Gjelstenli 

BIOM-isen Eresfjord 1-2 10 ? 0veras, Gjelstenli , 1986 

Eidskremisen Julsundet, Molde ½ 3 V 0veras, Gjelstenli, 1982 

Lauvaa (Giklingdalsfoss) Sunndalen 2 10 ? Knudsen , Carlsen, 1983 

Utkleivisen Eresfjord 2 6 ? 0veras, Kavli, 1984 

Jokulkula ½ 7 IV Klinkeby, Madsen, 1979 

Bjpnndalsbekk Ottadalen ½ 3 Ill Unknown 

Rokobekken Bpverdalen 1 3 IV Sulheim, Eide, Enghaug, 1982 

Skakbekken Kongsvoll, Drivdalen 1 4 IV Barley, Aas, 1971 

Tpftfoss Drivstua, Drivdalen 1 3 Ill Gjelstenli, 0veras, 1981 

Kvanndalsfoss Morsvikbotn 2 12 V Vikeetal , 1983 

Skjelstadfoss Skau, Bodp ½ 2 Ill Unknown 

Fokkfoss .Aseli, Bodp 1 6 VI Unknown, 1983 

Vrerivassfoss Vrerivann , Fauske 2 7 Ill Unknown, 1983 
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Right: Henry Barber and Rod Taylor on 
the first and only ascent of Vettisfossen , 
Utladalen , in 1977. Photo: Tomas 
Carlstr~m . 

routes in the area around Otta . Recom
mended are Bj~rndalsbekken (III , 3p .) , 
I1ing 7km south of Otta , and Rokobekken 
(IV, 3p.) in B0verdalen , which has a 6km 
ski approach. In Drivdalen (on the main 
road north to Trondheim) , dozens of short 
routes have been climbed , though Skakke
bekken (IV , 4p .) and T~ftfossen (III , 3p.) 
are probably the best. 
Romsdal Area 
Romsdal probably has Norway's largest 
collection of long waterfall climbs. Since 
1978, local climbers have recorded over 30 
ice routes , varying from one pitch problems 
to multi-day mountaineering adventures. 
Unfortunately the low altitude of the area 
gives unpredictable conditions and beautiful 
ice climbs can simply disappear with the 
approach of mild weather from the west. 
This, and the lack of local climbers, mean 
that many routes have only had one ascent. 

Romsdal's waterfalls are almost 
untouched by foreign climbers , and many of 
the real monsters are unclimbed. They 
present difficult challenges for the future, 
with avalanche danger and long descents 
not to be underestimated. 

The most popular route in Romsdal is 
Skogagriva (III , 6p.) , lying in upper Roms
dal, 3-4km past Flatmark. Of the harder 
routes , Black December (lsterdalen) (VI , 
Sp.) , climbed by Hans Christian Dose th and 
Iver Gjelstenli in 1982 , provides sustained 
entertainment at 80-90 de~rees. Tadeusz
renna (Eresfjord) (YI, 4p.) has only been 
climbed halfway ; the same can be said of 
Austre Mardalsfoss. 

Unfortunately use of the water for 
generating hydro-electricity severely limits 
the buildup of ice on Austre Mardalsfossen. 
Bj0rn Magne 0veras and Iver Gjelstenli 
climbed the lower fall in 1981, naming their 
route Stormtrakta (V , 6p.). When eventu
ally climbed to the top (655m) it will most 
likely require a bivouac. 

The accompanying list of waterfalls gives 
only a selection of what this beautiful area 
has to offer . 
North Norway 
The remoteness of winter Norway north of 
the arctic circle may detract from its inter
national popularity , but local climbers are 
actively developing ice climbs around Bodi') 
and Tromso. Two routes of note are 
Fokkf9ssen (YI , 6p.) , 40km from Bodi') 
near Aseli, which gives six pitches of very 
steep ice , and Kvanndalsfossen (V , 12p.) , 
75km north of Fauske, a very long day of 
steep climbing. 

Winter climbing in the Tromso area has 
traditionally concentrated on snow and ice 
climbing in the Alpine or Scottish style. The 
beautiful Lyngsalpene lie nearby. Two 
waterfall climbs popular locally are Mol/es
fossen and Lingdalsfossen. 



PEOPLE Rongbuk People 

· · · h A · n Everest North Ridge Expedition as historian and member Last autumn our contributor Audrey Sal~eld was invited to1t~k~ Pft ~n tH e r;;'/~[ I~~e other being Alistair Macdonald of BBC Manchester. They 
of the film crew. She was one of t':""o Britons in the team, -~ Y.thn Br ;:;;;y Stokes' British North-East Ridge Expedition. spent two months on the mountain, sharing lower campsI es wI u 

'And how about you, Aud, will you 
want to come?' 

'To Everest?' 

'Yuh - for all or part of the time?' 

(It hadn't crossed my mind, to be 
honest, but no point in turning 
anything down straight off.) 
'Sure', I said . 

August 27 Monsoon clouds h?ng 
thick and leaden as we arrive in 
Base Camp. No sign of the 
mountain even from here, as 
there was none from Shekar 
Dzong on the way in, as we had 
hoped, nor from the top of the 
Pang La, nor from the Rongbuk 
Monastery. It has to be up there 
somewhere. Finally, in the 
evening, drizzle lets up, and 
clouds split to reveal fragments of 
gleaming white. ~radually the 
jigsaw pieces unit!:: and Everest 
sits huge, heavy with snow, 
blocking the head of our valley. 

September 2 Weather_improving. 
Were visited last evening by 
members of small Franco-Swiss 
expedition which has mad_e 
amazing ascent of Hornbein 
Couloir. JEAN TROILLET and 
ERHARD LORETAN left their 
Advanced Base on ski at 9.30 on 
evening of the 28th an? began 
climbing at 11. They climbed 
throughout the night, rested at 
the foot of the couloir all next d_ay 
in the broiling sun, and at 7.30 in 
the evening set off again. Wf! had 
telescopes trained on the pair all 
day of the 30th and saw them at 2 
p.m. on summit. Then cloud~ 
drifted across and blocked view. 
When the mountain cleared a few 
hours later, fresh tracks c?uld be 
seen, but no sign of the climbers. 
It was only afterwards we learned 
they had glissaded down the 
entire face in just three and a half 
hours! PIERRE BEGHIN, who had 
started out with them, made two 
attempts to solo the couloir but 
was so exhausted he kept falling 
asleep. The back-up te!lm . 
included a blonde Jet-liner pilot, 
DOMINIQUE MARCHAL, who is 
working on a book about Loretan 
and his climbs. (He is only 27, yet 
Everest was his ninth eight- · 
thousander.) 
September 3 SUE GILLER, with 
whom I share tent, has gone up 
the glacier tod_ay, and it's a bit 
quiet out here In the suburbs. Sue 
is one of three girls with us-:-the 
most experienced in fact, this 
being her sixth Himalayan, and 
third Everest, exped1t1on. No 
American woman has so far stood 
on top of Big E, but Sue must be a 
strong climber. Our other girls are 
MARY KAY BREWSTER (whose 
birthday this is) and CATHERINE 
CULLINANE. Mary Kay is a 
triathlete, frighteningly_ fit; she 
startled some of the Brits by 
offering to carry their rucksacks 
when they flagged on the way up 
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to ABC. She and Sue both come 
from Boulder; Cathy lives in 
Jackson where she guides with 
the Exum Service. 
September 12 It's been a sociable 
time at Base Camp. The British 
climbers have come down for a 
rest- many of them after more 
than twenty days on the hill - and 
our own guys and gals all 
descended for a puja ceremony 
last Sunday. A small altar was 
built on one of the moraine 
mounds in the centre of camp, 
and an archway of prayer flags 
strung across the path towards 
Everest. Juniper wood had been 
brought in for the fire, an? 
offerings oftsampa, candies, beer 
and rum were laid out for the 
gods. Our sirdar NAWANG 
YONGDEN chanted the necessary 
prayers and blessed all members. 
We each had a red silk strand tied 
around our neck for protection. 
Once the formalities were over, 
we threw tsampa over each other 
for luck and were allowed to 
consume the ceremonial drink 
and goodies. We followed 
through with an hour-long dance 
- sherpas, Tibetan yakmen and 
ourselves, all linked in a huge 
circle, Zorba-the-Greek style. 
Most of the afternoon was spent 
sleeping it off. . 

Before returning for the puJa, 
DAVID BREASHEARS, MIKE WEIS 
and NIMA TEMBA had climbed 
the headwall onto the North Col, 
opening up our route to Camp 4. 
They followed the same line taken 
by the Chilean climbers a few 
weeks back and towards the top, 
had to cross the fracture line from 
where the avalanche had broken 
away and killed Trujillo. It ha~ 
taken all the fixed ropes with It 
and they refixed this section . 

Dave and Mike brought me back 
two 1922 Finch oxygen cylinders 
they'd found up near_ ABC. An . 
expedition historian Is something 
of a novelty and everyone is_ 
making sure I am well supplied 
with ancient artifacts. Brits, too, 
enter into spirit of things - other 
day Joe Brown sent round a rude 
potsherd he'd reliably 1dent1f1ed 
as Mallory's teapot spout! One of 
the things I'd hoped to find out 
myself was one ofthE: tablets from 
original memorial cairn. A long 
shot, I know, for the monument 
had already disappeared by 1933 
and, besides, part of the Mallory 
inscription stone is already 
rumoured to be in living room of a 
Dutch mountaineer. Still, while 
I'm here I ought to go down and 
look. I start turning over 
flagstones but for an hour find 
nothing except bog paper or 
worse. At last one turned stone 
does reveal an inscription, but 
strangely, it's dedicated to a 
climber not yet dead! Cruel 
wishful thinking on the part of 
others in his team. 
September 15 Brits have beano 
before moving back up mountain. 
Alarming sight of inert bodies 

being dragged to bed by their 
hair. 

September 17 Our second group 
of trekkers arrived three days back 
with JOHN ROSKELLEY and, 
having camped downs_tream fr_om 
us, sent deputation up into British 
Camp, requesting _memb~'irs 
discontinue crapping in river. Our 
man from the Beeb, ALISTAIR 
MACDONALD, who has 
demonstrated an unsuspected 
talent for the design and 
construction of luxurious shitters, 
and who with TOM HOLZEL has 
earned Brownie points and our 
undying gratitude for regularly 
mucking ours out, wanders over 
to offer the benefit of his 
experience. Roskelley's tr-ekkers 
are today heading off for the 
Lakpa La, and PHILIP 
HORNIBLOW, Brit Doctor and 
Base Camp Manager, makes the 
trip with them. PADDY F_REANEY 
with injured knee can mind the_ 
shop while he's away. Meanwhile 
an assortment of other trekkers, 
cyclists, geologists, . 
mountaineers on reconnaissance 
missions, ambassadors and their 
retinues (well, ambassador-the 
US ambassador to Nepal) 
continue to trail into Base Camp. 
Doctor PETER STEELE wandered 
through the other day with wi!e 
Sarah and friends, and a beautiful 
lady cyclist - Veronique-. having 
biked in from Chengdu with two 
companions, has been here a few 
days causing havoc among our 
menfolk. So much washing and 
shaving suddenly. 

Having just about eaten our 
way through our first ya~, it's_bad 
timing when a young animal In 
our baggage train falls into 
crevasse coming into Advanced 
Base. We are obliged to 
reimburse the yak herder for its 
loss, and because it seems such a 
waste to leave all that meat down 
a hole, it's not long before join_t 
Anglo-American salvage mIssIon 
is launched. MIKE YAGER goes 
down to administer last rites and 
first incisions, and the carving-up 
is supervised by British team ch_ef 
PAT GREEN . With theirworldwrde 
experience as Safety Officers, it's 
a comfort to have JOE BROWN 
and MO ANTHOINE on hand to 
assist, though confidence_ is 
dented slightly when Mo Is heard 
to remark: 'I've got you Joe. 
Nearly.' At the end of the day, the 
booty is shared between the two 
expeditions. I'm afraid this will 
mean more yak curry. Yak 
bourgignon is fine, yak 
bolognaise OK, mo-mos only so
so, but the real pits, we've found, 
is yak quiche. Think I'll go 
vegetarian for a bit. 
September 19 Heavy traffic today. 
At midday GEORGE BELL and 
DONNA DE VARONA arrive to 
work on film about our women 
climbers. Their jeep is closely 
followed into camp by the lorries 
of the Air Over Everest Expedition 

-14 climbers, hang-glider pilots 
and film crew; with 11 sherpas -
who settle in across the moraine 
from us to work on the West 
Ridge. Unfortunately for their 
plans, their three aircraft do i:i?t 
arrive with them. The authont1es 
refused to allow them on train or 
plane from Beijing to Chengdu, 
insisting they should follow by 
truck. 

Hitching a ride with the Air
team were DAVE CHEESMOND 
and CATHERINE FREER, fresh 
from the American K2 expedition . 
'Cheese' is immediately 
welcomed onto our expedition 
and, fully acclimatised, goes 
straight up to assist_Brf!ashears 
with his high-level filming; Freer 
is eventually absorbed into the 
West Ridge team. A decl_ared 
ambition of that exped1t1on, as of 
our own, is to put an American . 
woman on top of Everest. Freer Is 
not happy about the 'put'. If 
there's any putting to be done, 
she says, then she would far 
rather be one of the putters than 
the put. Later, she makes an 
attempt on the Hornbein with 
ANDY POLITZ, but conditions 
have deteriorated severely since 
the Franco-Swiss ascent and the 
climb is abandoned. 
September 22 'Lovely view? / 
think so too.' DONNA DE 
VARONA does several takes at 
the Rongbuk Monastery for her 
introduction (as on-screen host) 
to the women's film, while a great 
lammergeiercircles lazily 
overhead. She then stretches full 
length on rock to pose for . 
publicity photographs. One-time 
Olympic swimming gold
medallist, Donna is now popular 
TV sports-presenter and she 
certainly works hard the twel':'e 
days she is with _us, interviewing, 
reporting, shooting trailers and 
news bulletins - and generally 
keeping up appearances. She 
finds time, too, to make the trek 
up to Yak Camp at 19,000 feet. 
Harder, that, she says, than any 
Olympic training. 
September 23 This morning we 
film TOM HOLZEL outlining his 
theories about what could have 
happened to Mallory and Irvine. 
Here it is hard to believe that he 
has ;tirred up such a conflict of 
emotions back home with these 
ideas. He has a singlemindedness, 
certainly, that can only be 
described as obsessive, and not 
one of us, I believe, shares his . 
conviction that Mallory and Irvine 
might have split_ up on the_ir last 
climb, yet there Is soi:nething so 
childlike in his intensity as to be 
endearing . This expedition owes 
its being to Holzel's efforts. It was 
he obtained the original permit_ 
back in December 1984 when his 
sole intention was to search for 
clues to explain the 
disappearance of Mallory and 
Irvine. Gradually, as the team 
came together, more objectives 
were added - such as the 
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incorporation of the women's 
attempt and a commitment to 
make two films - so that now, 
since handing over leadership to 
ANDY HARVARD, Holzel's role is 
a back-seat one. His admiration 
for the pioneer climbers, 
however, is shared by all team 
members, as is a curiosity to know 
what really happened back in 
1924. When the time comes, if it 
does, that our chain of camps is 
established and conditions 
permit, then a search will be 
conducted for traces of that 
expedition. Right now, there is 
still too much snow to hope to find 
anything and Tom employs his 
not inconsiderable energies 
elsewhere. 

September 26 Yesterday morning 
we woke up to see an enormous 
streamer of snow blowing from 
the top of the mountain; the jet
streams are dipping lower. We 
are optimistic-this means 
monsoon is finally coming to end 
and winds will clear much of the 
snow away. Already a few rock
bands are appearing where all 
before was white. Today two 
climbers and two sherpas will go 
up and establish our Camp 5. If 
the weather holds, we should see 
real progress in next couple of 
weeks. 

September 30 So much for the 
weather. Again, it's foul and 
everyone has been trickling down 
from the high camps. Last night 
JOE BROWN had a belated 56th 
birthday party. The Yanks tripped 
over to join the celebrations, 
bearing cake, presents, booze, 
balloons and party-blowers, and 
were enraptured by the 
atmosphere. 'Just like an old 
mining camp', they said. Basic, 
they meant. Much whisky and 
crude humour. 

October 8 'The Colonel's coming 
up today!' announces RONNIE 
FAUX after his radio link with 
Base. (I am finally up at Yak Camp, 
sheltering in the British mess tent. 
Weather began deteriorating as 
soon as I arrived, and with team
mate KEN BAILEY I've been 
pinned here for several days 
already. There are 
compensations: lots of goodies 
to tempt a limey palate after 
several weeks of wholemeal 
pancakes and overseasoned 
American dishes, interspersed 
with yak.) If we're expecting 
Brummie, better set to and get 
things a bit shipshape. Bustle 
around washing up and stowing 
away smelly socks. Even clean 
the cooker. He arrives in a blizzard 
and needs first to soak his feet in 
bowl of hot water as old frostbite 
injuries are exhibiting ominous 
signs of reactivation. Later he 
feels inspired to make mountain 
of corned-beef patties. Just as 
well. Towards dusk a group
straggles down from ABC in need 
of fortification. Thick snow in the 
Corridor-section cost them four 

hours of waist-deep wading. 
ROGER VERNON, our second 
cameraman, is exhibiting signs of 
pulmonary oedema and we pack 
him into bed on oxygen. 
October 12 After more than a 
week in Yak Camp, Ken and I are 
finally able to move up to ABC. 
Everyone realises that ifwe are to 
get higher on this mountain, it has 
to be done with in next few days, 
and we all, not just the route 
pushers, want to be up at ABC to 
share in the excitement. Moving 
at a brisk creep, it takes me 8 
hours, and I arrive in a snowstorm 
in the dark to hugs, kisses and hot 
soup. 
October 16 High winds and deep 
snow are hampering all our 
efforts to advance, although four 
of our sherpas did manage to get 
back up onto North Col yesterday. 
They've had a wild night of it up 
there. 'Snow as high as the tents', 
according to their radio bulletin 
this morning. They will stay put 
today and we'll see if we can get 
another group up to join them 
tomorrow. The Brits have already 
decided the end is nigh and are 
starting to pack up although 
HARRY TAYLOR and TREVOR 
PILLING are making one last bid 
to reach the Pinnacles. Mo is 
going down to supervise the 
dismantling of Yak Camp; TONY 
RILEY and the British camera crew 
will follow him down today too. It 
seems a good time to go. I tag on 
behind Mo. After a few hundred 
yards, when he turns round yet 
again to see me floundering in a 
drift, I can see him thinking: 'What 
the hell have I got myself 
lumbered with here?' He says, 
'You wouldn't prefer to go back 
would you, while you still can?' 
But /know, if he doesn't, that if I'm 
to get down at all, it's now or 
never. We press on, and just as 
night falls reach the chilly 
sanctuary of Yak. The camera 

crew stagger in some while later. 
We have no lamps and precious 
little water for a brew, and we're 
all too tired to go out and chip 
lumps off seracs in the dark, so 
we sit around broodily, coughing 
up our lungs. 

October 17 One of the mildest and 
windiest nights so far. I cannot 
imagine why we have pitched our 
tents on such an exposed ledge 
where the glacier makes a sharp 
bend. Up here, we catch every 
wind that blows. Not much 
sleeping to be had with the gale 
and the coughing, and when sun 
comes up, I wobble weakly down 
to the mess tent and start trying to 
jack up all the poles that have 
collapsed in the night. Get the gas 
alight under last night's stewed 
tea as a gesture towards 
breakfast. What the hell's the 
matter? I should be feeling better 
now I've come down a couple of 
thousand feet, but it doesn't seem 
to be working. When Tony Riley 
shuffles in, I say, 'I'm having a bit 
of trouble breathing.' No 
sympathy there. 'I'm having a 
heart attack', he counters. We 
resume our coughing, and later 
all continue on down, leaving Mo 
to pack up here. 

Once more it's nearly dark 
before I round the end of the 
glacier and see our tents across 
the moraine waste. Figures trickle 
out towards me. Ronnie is the first 
to reach me. 'Bad news', he says. 
'One of your sherpas was killed 
on the col today. It's just come 
over the radio.' 

It was DAWA NURU, a very 
experienced man who reached 
the summit 
October 19 Dawa's body is 
brought back into Base Camp this 
afternoon. We have arranged for 
two lamas to come up and say 
prayers for him. Th(') sherpas are 
organising the funeral. He will be 
cremated in the ruins of the old 

nunnery down at Rongbuk 
tomorrow. 
October 20 The lamas kept their 
vigil throughout the night. As we 
toss and cough sleeplessly in our 
tents we hear their chanting and 
singing and the little tinkling of 
bells. The most propitious time 
for the ceremony is at daybreak, 
they tell us, so way before it is 
light, Dawa's body is taken down 
the valley and the rest of us shiver 
in the frosty air, waiting for the 
jeep to come back for us. Just as 
the sun catches the top of the 
valley walls, and while a full moon 
still hangs in the sky, the juniper 
pyre is lit. We stand around, silent 
and close, for three hours, seeing 
Dawa through to his next life. 
Andy speaks for all of us when he 
says quietly that something of us 
goes with Dawa, just as 
something of him will remain with 
us. Now we must not mention 
Dawa's name any more, for if he 
hears it, he will be confused and 
deflected from his passage. His 
reincarnate spirit should return to 
Earth in seven weeks. 
October 24 Up early to wave off 
the Brits. We pity them huddled 
atop their lorry in the icy cold with 
two or three hours still to go 
before the sun comes up. This is 
obviously The End for our 
expedition too, and we begin 
clearing camps. 
October 28 Bed tea at 6 o'clock, 
then frantic last-minute packing, 
and trading with the yak-men for 
bells, saddlers and coils of yak
hair rope. The last shots we need 
for the film are of flying kites. 
When we are nearly finished, we 
accidently let go the string and a 
kite soars away into the blue. The 
trailing line obviously snags on a 
rock for when we finally pull out 
of Base Camp an hour or so later, 
we spot a brave little red dot 
endlessly circling, high on the 
mountain wall. 
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Where to Climb in Spain 

Spain has long been the dark horse of European climbing, the huge potential for rock climbing there going 
unnoticed by the hordes. Hopefully this map and list first published in the 1982 Annual of the leading Spanish 
climbing magazine Desnivel, will help point people in the right direction. Our thanks go to Alfredo Merino and Dario 
Rodriguez of Desnive/, for allowing us to reproduce it here, and to Aido Garlick for a prodigious feat of translation! 

Note: Puerto = pass/gap; Valle = valley; Pena = cliff; Mallo = pillar; = Desfiladero = gorge; Pico = peak; Presa = dam/reservoir; 
Aguja = needle; Pared = wall; Canon = canyon; Mural/as = buttresses. 

GALICIA 
1. Cabo Ortegal: 70m cliffs. Polished/smooth 
rock due to sea erosion. 2. Presa del Eume: 
50km from El Ferro!. One of the side walls of 
the dam offers routes of 200m on granite. 
Friction climbing. 3. Peton do Xalo: 24km 
from La Coruria. Granite walls of up to 40m. 
30 climbs of all grades. 4. Galineiro: Near 
Vigo. Granite. Bouldering area. Numerous 
routes. 5. Faro de Budirio***: 25km south of 
Vigo. Most important in Galicia. 1 00m granite 
with over 50 routes. 

ASTURIAS 
6. Pena Blanca: Cliff 6km from village of 
Arnao. Variable quality limestone 80m. Easy 
routes. 7. Arnao: 10km from Aviles. 3 different 
types: bouldering with difficulties up to grade 
VII; a quarry (20m) and cliff, also up to grade 
VII. 8. Cabo Penas: 5 mt cliff; rarely visited. 
9. Santa Catalina: Near Gijon. Lime§tone 
eroded by the sea. Bouldering. 10. La Nora: 
On the beach of the same name, near Gijon. 
40m . Middle grades. 12. Llanes: Extensive 
cliffs but rarely high. 13. lnfiesto: 45km from 
Oviedo. Two places: one in the Santurario de 
Nuestra Senora de la Cueva and the other 
15km from lnfiesto on the Penas del lnfierno. 
Limestone. 14. La Morea: 1 km from Arriondas. 
Free and artificial routes. Lacking height. 15. 
Las Caldas: 6km from Oviedo. Poor limestone. 
Climbs of up to 30m. Moderate grades. 16. 
Proaza: Cliffs surrounding the village. 60m. 
Limestone. 17. Teverga: In the Sierra de Peria 
Sabia. Near the village of La Plaza. 200m 
limestone walls. About 20 routes up to Vl 0 • 

Many possibilities. 18. Quiros**: The great 
Asturian climbing ground. 40km from 
Oviedo, near the village of Barzana de Quiros. 
Excellent limestone. 200m and more. 60+ 
routes. Grades up to Vll 0 • 

CANTABRIA 
19. Suances: On the Roca Blanca, left of 
Suances lighthouse. 30m. Limestone. 209. 
Liencres: 30m walls on Liencres beach . Aguja 
de las Gaviotas. 21. Cabo Mayor: Near Sant
ander lighthouse - Far de Santander: Short 
walls and bouldering. 22. Santona: Situated 
on outskirts of the town : 3 places: Acantilados 
de Santoria; Aguja del Alero and Aguja del 
Faile. Medium difficulties up to 150m. 23. 
Aguero***: In the foothills of the Picas de 
Europa, near Leberia. 400m limestone. 
Numerous climbs in the area with five on El 
Aguero . 24. Ramales***: On the outskirts of 
the town Ramales de la Victoria. Pared del 
Eco (Echo wall). Region around the Cuevas 
Covalanas and Cueva Mur. Numerous routes 
up to 200m. Great possibilities. 25. Portillo del 
Oso: cliff facing El Canton. 26. El Canton: 
Near the village of Silio. 80m limestone. Varied 
grades, free and artificial. 
EUZKADI 
27. Carranza: In the village of the same name. 
100-200m high, less than ten routes. 28. 
Pagasarri: Bouldering area, near Bilbao. Up 
to 40m. Many routes. Limestone. 29. Urduluz: 
The Penas de Urduluz are situated in Urduluz 
and Sopelana. 30m sandstone. Mainly boul
dering but some routes. 30. Cabo Ogono : 
Near Laga beach. Limestone cliff. 250m . Five 
middle grade routes. 31. ltxina: The Agujar de 
ltxina near the village of Orozko. Limestone. 
10/20 routes up to 80m. 32. Gorbeta: Lime
stone, situated near the peak of the same 
name. 33. Atxarte*** : Superb cliff. Near the 
village of Abadiano, 30km from Bilbao and 
2km from Durango. Generally good quality 
limestone. 150+ routes up to 150m. · All 
grades. 34. lspiste: In the Puerto de Urkiola. 
Some 20 routes on limestone up to 60m. 
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35. Amboto: situated on the peak of the same 
name. 36. Mugarra: Near Atxarte. Similar to 
Amboto. 37. Urgull: The Piedra de los 
lngleses on the North side of Monte Urgull in 
San Sebastian. Bouldering. 38. Santa Barbara : 
Near Hemani. Limestone up to 30m. Various 
routes. 39. El Torcido: Near Santa Barbara. 
25m. Good quality limestone. Middle grades. 
40. Penas de Aya: Group of various summits, 
best approached from the Collado de Elurretxe. 
Natural granite. About 40 routes. 41. 
Kopakarri: Near Penas de Aya. Granite. Up to 
1 00m high. 42. lgueldo: The Acantilados de 
lgueldo are situated near San Sebastian at the 
foot of the lgueldo Peak. Varied routes of all 
grades. 43. Arrobi: Western continuation of 
lgueldo. 44. Mompas: At the foot of Ulfa, a hill 
around San Sebastian, east ofthe city. Rather 
small with numerous routes. 45. Mendiola: 
Cliffs between the Punta de la Atalaya (near 
Ulfa) and Pasajes. 46. Murumendi-la-Muela: 
Near Villafranca de Ordiria. Up to 70m walls. 
47. Uzturre: Near Tolosa . Poor quality lime
stone, north of Tolosa . Rarely visited. 48. 
Txindoki: In the Sierra de Aralar. Many climbs 
up to 350m. Good rock. 49. Auza Gaztelu: Peak 
situated to the West of Aralar. Limestone up 
to 40m. Around 10 routes. 50. Larraone: Near 
the village of Amezketa. Climbing on the East 
face over 200m. Lower grades. 51. Anduitz: 
Pinnacle to the N.W. of Zuparregui, near 
Amezketa. Walls 30-80m high. Varied climbing 
of all grades. 52. Balerdi: Situated in the Valle 
de Araiz. Climbs up to 350m on the S.E. face. 
At the foot of the face is the Gainza Pinnacle, 
30m high. 53. Zazpi lturri: 3 main pinnacles; 
also known as the Agujas de Amezketa (the 
nearby village): ltziar, Berrio and Ortiz. Some 
30 routes of varied difficulty 20/30m high. 
54. Ubao'ko-ortza: Near El Gorgomendi, 
short routes on a spire. Nearby is Urzulo'ko 
Ortza spire. 55. lntzarzu*: Near the village of 
Ataun. An extensive wall up to 100m with 
many climbs. 56. lraule'ko-Ortza: Pinnacle to 
the East of lraule, near Cegama. Various short 
climbs. 57. Gazteluaitz: Near the basilica of 
Aranzazu. Limestone up to 80m. 58. Lengo'ko
Aitz: Small pinnacle. Good quality rock. 
Situated between Sierra de Aitzgorri and 
Sierra de Urcilla . 59. Gaztelu Berri: Peak near 
the Puerto de Otzaurte. 70m high. Rarely 
visited. 60. Sierra de Loquiz: Near the villages 
of Narave, Galbarra and Viloria. Little explo
ration. Huge possibilities. 61. Eguino*: The 
most important area of Aiava. Many routes of 
all grades. 62. San Donato: Rarely visited. 
Near the village of Unanua. 63. Sierra de 
Cantabria: To the South of Aiava . Not very 
well known. 64. Sierra de Codes: Near la 
Rioja. Comprises Penas de Year, Peria de 
lapoblacion and Peria Humada. 65. lzurzun: 
Well-known. Consists of two 'needles' on 
either side of San Sebastian/Pamplona road 
at the gorge of the River Larraun. 150m. 
Limestone with some 10 routes. 66. Echauri: 
Near Pamplona. Limestone. 100/120m. About 
50 routes. 67. Carrascal: Near the village of 
Tafalla. Limestone but small. 20 routes. 68. 
Leyre: Leyre monolith, near the Llesas reser
voir. 150m pinnacle. 2/3 routes. 69. Lumbier: 
La Foz de Limbier - a gorge formed by this 
river, near the village of Lumbier. Walls of 
100m +. 

CASTILLA-LEON 
LEON 
70. Fontun: In the valley of Villamanin. Various 
peaks. e.g. Fontun, Piramide Fontun, Piramide 
de la derecha, Piramide de la izquierda etc. 
Around 50 routes up to 120m. Limestone. 
71. Currillos: Peak near Villamanfn. Easy 
climbs. 72. Tolibia: Scant importance and little 

known. 73. San Isidro: Situated on the wall 
visible from the San Isidro Pass. Interesting 
winter climbing. 74. Pena Lasa: Above the 
town of Villanueva de la Tercia. The Torreon 
pinnacle stands out. 75. Las Tresmarias: Pin
nacles visible from Villamanin. About 15 
routes. 76. Pola de Gordon: 32km from Leon 
in the town of Carbonera. Walls over 1 00m. 
10-20 routes. Middle grades. 77. Valle de 
Millaro: On the nearby road which connects 
the towns of Villanueva de la Tercia and 
Millaro. Numerous short pinnacles and walls. 
78. Zona de Campolamoso: On the Austrian
Leon border near the town of Villafeliz. Little 
known area with many faces e.g. Peria Escrita, 
La Periosa Grande, La Periosa Pequeria, La 
Periosa Lisa, etc. 79. Zona de Ponferrada: Little 
known area but many possibilities. However 
slight interest has been shown . 80. Cuetalbo: 
Similar to Ponferrada. 81. Sena de Luna: 
Between the towns of Sena de Luna and 
Robledo. About 1 0 climbs. 82. Vegacervera**: 
Between the towns of Vegacervera and Felmin. 
Most important cliff in Leon province. Lime
stone walls 80-120m high. Some 40 routes of 
all grades. 83. La Vecilla: also known as Rocas 
de Nocedo. 6km from La Vecilla Aguja Nani . 
Aguja de la Desgracia etc. 84. Mampodre: not 
very popular. Near the town of Acebedo, 
30km from Riario . 85. Cistierna: not well 
explored but many possibilities. 86. Riano: 
extensive mountain region to the west of 
Riario. Very interesting especially in winter. 
87. Las Salas: not very interesting, con
sequently not frequented. 88. Portilla de la 
Reina: extensive but short walls, combined 
with its inaccessibility not frequented. 
PALENCIA 
89. Santa Maria del Redondo: between Cerv
era del Pisuerga and the Puerto del Piedra
loyas. Small limestone gorge with various 
climbs. 90. Las Tuerces: near Villascuba de 
las Torres. Countless pinnacles and rocks -
similar to La Ciudad Encantada (viz. 250). 91. 
Desfiladero de la Horadada: Important Palen
cian cliff, near Aguilar de Campoo. Various 
routes of all grades. 92. Pico de Santa Lucia: 
Between La Lastra and Santibanez de Resoba. 
On the road to the Cervera de Pisuerga/ 
Guardo dams. Newly developed. 

BURGOS 
93. Pancorbo: Gorge on the BurgosNitoria 
road. 50+ routes. All grades. Limestone. 
Numerous walls and pinnacles. 94. Desfiladero 
de Pena Horadada: Limestone, near Villa
campo. About 30 routes. 95. San Martin de 
Ubiesca: Gorge on the Burgos-Santander 
road. Good quality limestone. 96. Huermeces: 
30km from Burgos near Aguilar de Campoo. 
Little known. 97. Villabasil: Near the village of 
Ouincoces de Yuso. Limestone. Not fre
quented. 98. Mediornas: Near the town of 
Mercadillo . The Diente del Ahorcado pinnacle 
stands out. 99. Trespaderne: 70km North of 
Burgos. 2 faces and a needle - El Frailon. 100. 
Panizares: Cuchillo Grande needle. 60km from 
Burgos on the Vitoria road . 101. Cascajares de 
la Sierra: In the Arlanza valley. 80m high. 
Limestone. 102. Desfiladero de la Yecla: 
Limestone gorge near Santo Domingo de 
Silos. About 5 routes. 103. Desfiladero de la 
Hoz: Limestone walls and needles on the 
Burgos-Logrono road, near the Puerto de 
Pedraja. 104. Pesquera del Ebro: Cliffs 60km 
from Burgos on Santander road. 105. Pena 
Amaya: Near the town of Villadiego. NW of 
Burgos. 106. Covanera: Limestone pinnacle, 
50km from Burgos towards Santander. 107. 
San Felices: Limestone pinnacle near town of 
San Felices, 53km North of Burgos. 108. 
Neila: Wall and pinnacle in the Sierra de 



Neila, near the village of Quintanar de la 
Sierra . 109. Nidarguila : Cliff near Paramo de 
Masa. 35km from Burgos. 110. Castro Valnera: 
Somo de Pas hills, natural limestone, 7km 
NW of Las Machorras. 111 . Pena de Carrazo: 
Limestone near Salas de los lnfantes. 112. 
Penahorada: Area near the Desfiladero de 
Penahoradada. Not many routes . 113. 
Ubiesca: Area 18km from Burgos on the San
tander road near the Desfiladero de San Mar
tfn de Ubiesca. 114. Garganta de los Hocinos: 
200m canyon walls, limestone. Near the town 
ofValdenoceda. 60km north of Burgos. 
ZAMORA 
115. Canon del Tera: Granite gorge up to 
50m. Various routes. Prominent is the Perion 
de Rillana. Near the town of Moncabril on the 
way to the Vega de Tera dam. 116. Canon de 
la Cardena: Granite. Similar to 115. Near the 
town of Moncabril. 117. Penas del Viaducto : 
On the banks of the Elsa dam, to the north of 
Zamora . Up to 40m high . Bad quality rock. 
118. lnfierno de Almaraz: Quartzite towers, 
7km to the west of Zamora. 199. Saito de la 
Vieja: Canyon with walls up to 20m. Very 
decomposed rock. Similar to 118, short routes 
and bouldering. 120: Falla del Ponton*: Huge 
granite walls on the banks of the river Duero. 
200+ m high and several hundred metres 
long . Great possibilities. Near the town of 
Feriza. 121. Picon de la Rueca: 40m monolith 
near Falla del Ponton. Routes of middle order 
d iffi cu lty. 
SORIA 
122. Urbion: different areas in the Sierra de 
Urbion. Prominent is the Pared de la Laguna 
Negra. 123. Fuentetobas: Most important 
area in Soria Province. In the Sierra de Cab-

rejas, near Soria . 124. Sierra de Toranzos: 
Between Olvena and Naviercas. About 25 
routes of easy and middle grade. 125. Pico 
Frentes y la Mongia: 10km west of Soria, near 
Golmayo. Great possibilities up to 150m. 126. 
Escalote: Limestone gorge formed by the 
Escalate river. 50km SW of Soria, near Cal
tojar. 127. Rio Lobos: Well known climbing 
area near the town of Ucero. Numerous faces 
and pillars. About 40 routes of varying diffi 
culty. 

SALAMANCA 
128. La Pena: 40m granite monolith , 70km 
west of Salamanca, near town of Masueco. 
129. El Poyo de la Duena: 30m gorge, 5km 
NW of the village of Cerralbo. 130. Saito de 
Aldeadavila: Quartzite walls 200m + , 10km 
west of Aldeadavila de la Rivera . Similar to 
the previous 2 places. Little known. 131. Las 
Batuecas: Generally poor rock. Faces up to 
90m. Near the town of La Alberca . Various 
routes on the La Peria del Huevo, Punta Marga, 
las Buitreras, etc. 132. Hoyamoros: Region 
similar to the Gredos. Good quality granite. 
20 routes of all grades. 120m + . Situated in 
the Sierra de Bejar. Prominent are the Dos 
Hermanitos, La Proa, etc. 133. Hoyamayor: 
Similar to 132, also in the Sierra de Bejar. 
Excellent area for ice climbing. Numerous ice
falls up to 25m. 134. Risco del Aguila: Granite 
area also in Sierra de Bejar. Good rock. 20 
routes of all grades. Near the ski slops of La 
Covatilla . 

AVILA 
135. Gredos***: Mountainous region, formed 
by glaciation. Granite based. Often regarded 
as haute montagne. There's been a refuge 

there for some years. One of the best regions 
for rock and ice climbing in Spain. About 200 
routes of all grades. 136. Galayos***: Promi 
nent group of pinnacles on the Southern 
slopes of the Gredos, near the town of 
Guisando. 300m+ gran ite walls. 250 routes of 
all grades. One of the most important places 
in the central region. 137. Risco de Las 
Palomas : 25m needle near Cabeza Arbillas at 
the town of Guisando. 138. Riscos del Nogal 
del Barranco : Group of hills surrounding the 
so-called Nagai del Barranco near Guisando 
on the southern slopes of the Gredos. Riscos 
Moreno, Jugaero and Cabeza del Covacho. 
Not very interesting. 139. Risco Perico: 15m 
needle near Puerto del Peon in the vicinity of 
La M ira and Los Galayos. 140. La Covacha: 
Near the Puerto de Tornavacas. 120m granite 
walls. Middle grade routes. 141. Torozo*: 
Well known summit at the Puerdo del Pico. 
Good quality granite. About 20 routes 200/ 
300m high . 142. Riscos del Tio Pasito: Group 
of needles near the Puerto de Serranillos. 
About 20 routes upto 200m. Torre de Villarejo, 
Risco Gordo, Punta Boqueron, etc. 143. Pena 
del Maragato: Typical needle of some 40m on 
the Avila/Arenas de San Pedro road on the 
top of Sierra de Villafranca . 144. Sierra de la 
Paramera: Pinnacles and needles. Prominent 
are Peria Cabrera, Aguja Cuchillo and Peria 
Negrilla. 145. Lancha del Ciervo: Granite pillar 
1 00m on the Northern slopes of La Paramera 
near the town of Sotalbo. 146. Pena del 
Mediodia: Peak near Puerto del Peon . Easy 
access to summit. South face of interest but 
otherwise, little of consequence. 147. Risco 
del Cadalso de los Vidrios: Granite needles. 
Difficult access. Near the village of the same 
name. 
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SEGOVIA 
148. Segovia: Near the provincial capital are 
many areas mainly for bouldering e.g. La 
Fuencisla, Alcazar walls, etc. 
MADRID 
Some of the areas listed below are not strictly 
speaking within the boundaries of Madrid 
province but are included since Madrid is the 
central access point. 149. Abantos: Cliff 
situated above El Escorial (palace). Easy 
grades. Extensive West Face up to 60m. 150. 
Coloso de Rodas: Pinnacle near El Escorial. 
Easy routes. 151. Pena Blanca : Granite needles 
and walls up to 40m. About 20 routes. 152. La 
Penota: Hill above the town of Cercedilla . 
Short routes. Little of interest. 153. Siete 
Picos: Mountain range, typical of the Sierra de 
Guadarrama. Short climbs, good bouldering. 
154. Penas de Camorritos: Traditional climb
ing area overlooking the road to Puerto de 
Navacerrada from the South. Short climbs in 
a pleasant setting. Peiia Pintada, Peiia Cabrita 
and Peiia Horcon. 155. Penalara: Group of 
cliff walls near the Refugio Zabala. About 50 
routes. The area stretches as far as the 
Laguna de los Pajaros. 156. La Najarra: Peak 
above Miraflores possessing short needles 
and wal Is on its southern slopes. Little of 
interest. 157. Maliciosa : Peak with an impor
tant south face which, together with El Peiio
tillo contains some 40 routes. Natural granite 
like the rest of the cliffs on the Guadarrama. 
158. Los Almorchones: Bouldering area, near 
Navacerrada, on the left of the Colmenar 
road. Innumerable problems and boulders 
which extend as far as Maliciosa (157). 159. El 
Paular: Group of rocks near village of same 
name. Boulder problems and short climbs. 
160. La Pedriza***: Superb cliffs near Madrid, 
on the southern reaches of the Sierra de 
Guadarrama. Excellent granite climbing. 
Countless boulder problems and 1000+ 
routes up to 250m in height. 161 . La Cabrera**: 
North of Madrid. Same quality as La Pedriza . 
About 150 routes of all grades. 162. El Reg
uerillo: Cliffs surrounding the Ponton de la 
Oliva near Torrelaguna. Limestone of up to 
60m. About 100 routes of average difficulty. 
163. Los Alcores: Extensive wall near the 
Vellon dam. Plenty of boulder problems and 
short climbs. Limestone. 164. Sierro de Hoyo 
de Manzanares: Granite bouldering up to 
20m height, mainly between Torrelodones 
and Hoyo de Manzanares. 165. Agujas de 
Somosierra: small broken granite needles 
near the Puerto de Somosierra. Little of 
interest. 
RIOJA 
166. Anguiano : Conglomerate spires; 20km 
south of Najera in the village of Anguiano . 
167. Arnedillo : Area near this village. San 
Tirso monolith notable. 168. Bilibio: In the 
town of the same name. 169. Autol: Popular 
Basque area. 2 needles: El Picuezo and La 
Picueza . 170. Ezcaray**: Important Riojan 
climbing area. Notable for the San Torcuato 
Pinnacle and Peak. 171 . El Zapatero : Near 
Nieva. About 30 routes of middle grades. 172. 
Mallos de Viguera : Conglomerate spires 
200m+. Near the village of Albelda de lregua. 
173. Las Conchas de Oro: 150m cliffs on the 
Vitoria road, 5km North of Haro. 174. La 
Poblaci6n: Middle grade climbing on the 
Peiia de la Poblacion and Meano spire. 
ARAGON 
ZARAGOZA 
175. Pena de los Meros: 250m limestone wall, 
5km north of Calcena. 176. Calcena: 1 km from 
the village of the Oseja road. 30 climbs up to 
100m. 177. Ricla: Limestone cl iff near the 
town (of Ricla) . 80m. Roof climbing. 12 routes. 
178. Morata de Jalon: Cliffs NE of the village 
of the same name. 150m. 100+ routes. 179. 
Jaraba: Limestone canyon along the Mesa 
river between the towns of Jaraba and Cal
marza. 20 routes, 200m+. 180. Mezalocha: 
Near Zaragoza (capital). 80m limestone walls. 
Poor rock. Around the Mezalocha reservoir. 
About 20 routes. 181. Tosos: 15km south of 
Mezalocha, south of Zaragoza. Limestone 
and sandstone up to 60m. About 15 routes. 
HUESCA 
182. Valle de Anso : At the end of the valley 
are the Llanos de Liza flanked by limestone 
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walls up to 200m . Various routes. 183. Pico de 
Aspe**: At the head of the Estarrun valley. 
500m walls. About 20 routes. 184. Salinas: 
Limestone gorge up to 120m near the town of 
Villalangua . 12 routes, generally higher 
grades. 185. Col de Ladrones: Cliffs below the 
Col de Ladrones a few km from Canfranc. Up 
to 80m. Nearby is the Pared de lserfas with 
longer and more difficult routes. 186. Pico del 
Aguila**: On the road to Puerto de Somport, 
2km before Candanchu in the Muralla de Borau 
cave. 300m + walls. 187. Foz de Escalete: 
Near the town of La Peiia, below the Escalete 
gorge. 100m limestone walls. 188. Aguero: 
Near the town. 200m conglomerate spires. 
189. Pena Foratata*: Situated on the Salient 
de Gallego. Extensive limestone walls. About 
12 routes. 190. Pena Oroel: On the Jaca/ 
Huesca road, near the Puerto de Oroel. 191. 
Pena de San Juan: Limestone wall 80-150m 
near the San Juan de la Peiia monastery. 192. 
Pena Sin: On the right bank of the Cinqueta 
River, 8km from Salinas. South wall of 500m. 
193. Pena Montanesca*: Large limestone area 
visible from the town of Ainsa. Walls up to 
400m. 12 routes. 194. Canon deAnisclo*: 300m 
walls along the gorge. Great possibilities. 
195. Vadiello*: Near the Vadiello dam. 150-
300m high. 196. Mallos de Liguerri: Group of 
spires. All grades. Notable E! Pura, La Mitra, 
El Mallo Gordo etc. 197. Congosto de Alvena: 
On the Barbastro/Graus road near the 
Barasona dam . 100-150m high . 198. Sierra de 
Guara**: NE of Huesca. Numerous cliffs and 
faces. Notable Caiion del Mascun, Alcanadre, 
Bescos spire etc. 199. Pena Ruaba: Conglom
erate cliff facing Mallas de Riglos up to 400m. 
A dozen routes. 200. Mallos de Riglos**: 
Excellent area. One of the best known. Above 
the village of Riglos. Huge conglomerate 
buttresses up to 300m. About 200 routes of all 
grades. 

TERUEL 
201. Organos de Montoro: Near the village of 
Montoro de Mezquita on the banks of the River 
Guadalupe. About 15 routes 100-150m. 202. 
Beceite**: 200m. Limestone walls. Rarely 
visited. 203. Barranco de Malburgo: 300m 
limestone gorge. Near the village of Pitargue, 
50km NE of Teruel. 204. La Valfonga de Alba
late: Limestone walls 80km SE of Zaragoza, in 
the village of Albacete del Arzobispo. 

ANDORRA 
205. Santa Coloma: Granite area. 80-200m. 
About 5 routes. 206. Margineda: Situated 
near Santa Coloma. 3 routes. 200/300m loose 
rock. 207. Pared de Fhasa: 90m limestone. 3 
routes. 208. En Camp: 60-80m walls. 209. 
Envalira*: Group of mountains east of Port 
d'Envalira. Numerous routes. 
CATALONIA 
GERONA 
210. Tot el Mon: Near Nuria. Little used. 211. 
Roca del Duy: Similar to 210. Little importance. 

LERIDA 
212. Sopeira: Near St. Gervas. Limestone 
area with walls up to 500m. Pie de Sant Cugat 
(1000m). 213. Serradell : Area near La Pobla 
de Segur. Limestone 100m walls. 6 routes. 
214. Benavent de Tremp: Near the village of 
same name. Conglomerate and suspect lime
stone. 5 routes up to 200m high. 215. Pobla de 
Segur : Near the Talarn reservoir. Conglomer
ate + sandstone. 20-50m walls. About 30 
routes. 216. Montrebei***: Important area. 
500m high. About 30 routes. 217. Terradets***: 
Gorge near Tremp. Very important crag. Ver
tical limestone up to 500m. About 70 routes . 
218. Pared de Ager : 100/200m limestone wall 
near village of same name. 219. Villanova de 
Meya : 80-250m limestone wall. 220. Organa : 
Limestone cliff near village of same name. The 
Roca Narieda reaches 400m. 221 . Oliana**: 
Gorge out of Oliana with walls up to 500m. 
About 10 routes. 222. Pedraforca*** : Moun
tain limestone near village of Sa Ides. Notable 
S. Face of 500m. About 200 routes. 223. Sierra 
del Cadi**: Superb area for climbing both in 
summer and winter. 224. Serra d'Ensija : 
Limestone 300m, about 10 routes. Roca Gran 
del Ferrus, Gallina Pelada etc. 225. St. Llorenc 
de Montgai: Conglomerate and limestone. 
200m high. Some 25 routes. 

BARCELONA 
226. El Mollons: Near village of La Pobla de 
Claramunt. Limestone up to 1 00m. 20 routes. 
227. Montserrat***: Famous Catalan "hunting 
grounds". A mountain region in itself. Walls 
up to 200m of conglomerate. 1000+ routes of 
all grades. 228. St. Llorenc de Munc* : Impor
tant conglomerate area. 1 00m +. More than 
200 routes. 229. Figaro: Pure limestone. Also 
known as Sot del Bae. 50 + routes. 230. La 
Palma de Cervello : Limestone. 50 + routes up 
to 50m. 231. Palleja: Very near Barcelona. 
30m limestone. 232. Papiol: Rock area. Boul
dering and short climbs. 233. Montigala: 
Easy access from Bufala on the Badalona/ 
Mollet road. 2 granite walls. Bouldering and 
short routes. 234. Montgat: On the Montgat/ 
Tiana road. Limestone up to 20m. About 15 
routes . Very popular with Barcelona climbers. 
235. Castelldefels*: In the town of same 
name. Limestone of 100m +. 50 routes, boul
dering area. 236. Garraf*: Near Castelldefell. 
Walls of 100m +. 
TARRAGONA 
237. Castellfollit Poblet: Near the monastery 
of Poblet. Granite. 1 00m. 12 routes. 238. La 
Riba**: North of Tarragona , near the city. 
80m faces . 25 routes. Well-known. 239. 
Farena**: 120m limestone in town of same 
name. Again, well-known. 240. Montsani y 
Siurana: Near Cornudella village. Conglom
erate and limestone. About 25 routes. 241 . 
Rocas de Benet**: Near Hora de San Juan. 
Conglomerate of 300m +. About 20 routes. 
242. L'Estret de Lliberos: Near 241. Conglom
erate (like Riglos). 150m. 243. Barranco de la 
Fou: Limestone on the outskirts of Teruel. 
200m faces. 30km SW of Tortosa. 244. Bar
ranco de la Galera: SW of Tortosa (near 243). 
1 0 limestone routes up to 300m. 
CASTILLA - LA MANCHA 
GUADALAJARA 
244. Valle de Pelegrina: 50m limestone walls, 
50km NW of Guadalajara. 245. Valverde de los 
Arrojos: Excellent winter climbing near village 
of same name. 246. Hundido de Armallones : 
Limestone gorge. 60km East of Guadalajara. 
50m + faces. 247. Barranco de la Hoz: Lime
stone gorge on the Gallo river, near Molina de 
Aragon. Faces up to 200m. About 50 routes. 
248. Hoz Rio Beteta : Limestone gorges near 
village of Beteta in the Ciudad Encantada 
region (250). 249. Ventana del Diablo: 80m 
limestone gorge near 250. 250. Ciudad Encan
tada: Extensive limestone region NE of 
Cuenca. Short problems and walls. 251 . 
Hoces de Cuenca: Limestone walls on the 
Huecar river under Ciudad Vieja. Bouldering . 

TOLEDO 
252. Cerro del Bu: In Toledo city. Gneiss rock 
15-40m. 25 routes of all grades. 253. Saito del 
Fraile : 15m Gneiss walls. 15 routes. Toledo 
city. 254. Pared Blanca : Cliffs near the city. 
Undeveloped. 255. La Cabeza: Similar to 254. 
Both situated in El Valle. 256. La Milagra : 
Gneiss. 90m walls. Near Navahermosa. 257. 
La Pared del Gebalo: 30m Gneiss. Little 
explored. Near village ofTorrecilla de la Jara . 
258. San Martin: 3 Gneiss faces up to 100m. 
Near village of San Martin de Montalban. 259. 
Sierra de Altamira: On the border with 
Caceres. Near the Puerto de San Vicente. 70m 
walls. 

LEVANTE 
CASTELLON DE LA PLANA 
260. Penyagolosa: Near the village of Vista
bella, 80km NW of Castellon. 200m limestone 
walls. 6 routes . 261. El Dorado: 12km north of 
Castellon, the Sierra de Oropesa. Faces of 
1 00m, limestone. 263. Castellet: Almost 
inside the city limits of Castellon. Porous 
limestone 30-70m high. 50+ routes of all 
grades. 264. Saito del Caballo* : Gorge of 
250m, south of Lucena del Cid. Great possi
bilities. 265. Montanejos*** : Very promi
nent. Good quality limestone up to 200m. 
About 30 routes. 
VALENCIA 
266. Risco del Fraile: Near village of Chera. 
Pinnacle in the Barranco de la Hoz gorge. 267. 
Contreras**: traditional Valencian climbing 
area. 200m limestone cliffs. 50+ routes. 268. 
Tallat Roig: On the outskirts of La Murta. 



Popular with climbers from Alcira . 75m lime
stone. 269. Cavall Bernat: Near 268. 1 00m 
limestone. About 25 routes . 270. Tallat Negre: 
80 limestone cliffs near Alcira. 271 . Serra de 
les Agulles: Pinnacles/needles near La Barraca 
d'Aigues Vives. 272. Penyalba: Cliff on the 
Sierra del Montduver. 80m limestone. 273. 
Puig Mola: 50-80m walls near la Serra Buix
carro . 274. Aguila Negra: Pinnacle near La 
Fuente de la Gata on the outskirts of Gandia. 
One route - 150m. 275. Mollo de la Creu : High
est point of the Serra Falconera. Good lime
stone off 1 00m +. 276. Penya Roja de Marxu
quera: Popular with climbers from Gandia. 
On the Gandia/Barx road (at kilometre 4-5). 
Bouldering and short routes. 277. Benicadell: 
Classic ridge near village of Albadia. 278. 
Partagas: Situated on the Fuente de Partagas 
on the Northern slopes of the Sierra de Aitana. 
Little interest. 279. Gargantas del Jucar: 
Gorges and canyons of limestone formed by 
this river (Jucar) between Jalance and Cortes 
de Pallas. 40km south of Requena. Little exp
loration. 280. Cova Alta: Area in the Albaida 
valley. Uninteresting. 281. Cofrentes: Volcanic. 
30km S of Requena, near village of Cofrentes. 
100m walls. 310. Canon de Chulilla: 75m 
limestone. On the Valencia/Ademuz road , 
turning off at the town of Chulilla. 311. Ven
tamina: On the Madrid/Valencia road near 
Buiiel. 50-70m limestone. About 15 routes. 
312. Guaita: Near Valencia (city) 18 km 
towards Barcelona. Limestone 30-60m. About 
30 routes. Popular with Valencian climbers. 
ALICANTE 
282. Frare del Muro: Near El Muro del Alcoy. 
Limestone of 120m. About 40 routes. 282. 
Aitana: North facing cliff. Bad quality lime
stone. 200m + . 284. Ponoch***: Above the 
town of Polop. 500+ m limestone. 15+ routes 
of middle and high grades of difficulty. 285. 
Torre de Enmedio***: Linked to Ponoch. 
400m + walls. 5 routes. 286. Tozal de 
Levante***: Impressive peak, similar to Tozal 
del Mallo (Pyrennees). Near Ponoch. 400 + 
metre limestone with 10+ routes of high stan
dard. 287. El Divino: Near village of Sella. 
Impressive limestone cliff, almost unknown . 
400m. 288. Penones de Marco Antonio: Small 
group of pinnacles opposite Peiion del Divina 
(287). Little exploration. 289. Puig Campana 
**: above the town of Finestrat. Altitude up to 
1000m. Generally good rock. 30+ routes. 290. 
Vinalopo: Little explored extensive limestone 
face of 200m + . 291. Cabazon de Oro: Impor
tant area near town of Bu sot. Faces of 200m +. 
More than 30 routes. 292. Paredon de los 
Alcoyanos: Near 291. Walls of 250+ metres. 
293. Maigmo: Limestone, near 291. Little exp
loration. 294. Murallas de Mongo: On the 
peak of the same name, South of Denia. 
200+ m limestone face. 295. Penon de lfac***: 
Impressive cliff above Calpe. Generally good 
quality rock. About 30 routes. 296. Barranco 
de Mascarat*: Gorge off the Calpe/Altea 
road . 2 pinnacles of limestone of 150m + . 297. 
Toix: Pinnacle near 296. Limestone walls of 
100+ metres. 298. Cabo de la Nao: Limestone 
cliffs near Javea, in the north of the province. 
Little exploration. 299. Los Frailes: Sandstone 
and limestone pinnacles near the village of 
Gorga to the east of Alcoy. 

MURCIA 
3(10. Congosto de los Almadenes: 1 00m lime
stone. 65km NW of Murcia , near the village of 
La Munas. 301 . Dado de Gallosa: Limestone, 
100m. 10 routes. Near Callosa del Segura. 
302. Paredes de Orihuela: Limestone cliffs in 
the village of same name. 25 routes of 100m+ . 
303. El Rincon : Limestone (similar to Tozal 
del Mallo) . Between Murcia and Orihuela . 
100-150m. About 20 routes. 304. Paredes de 
Redovan: Near Orihuela in the village of 
Redovan. Doubtful quality limestone 200m. 10 
routes. 305. Cresta del Gallo** : Also known 
as La Panocha. Conglomerate . 50m high with 
40+ routes. 306. Columbrales: Near Murcia. 
70m sandstone. 307. Valle de Leiva***: Well 
known area near Alhama de Murcia. 100-170m. 
Limestone 50 routes. 308. Penas Blancas: 
Near Cartagena . 1 00m + limestone. 40 routes. 
309. Pico del Aguila: Near town of Los Velones. 
Stratified limestone. 30 routes of 60m . Extre
madura (310-312 : viz earlier) 313. Las Villuer
cas: Quartzite, 40km east of Trujillo. Near 
Villages of Navezuela, Berzocana and 

Guadalupe. 314. Mirabel: 60 metre quartzite; 
25km SW of Plasencia, near Mirabel. Similar 
to 313. Little exploration . 315. Pedriza Garcia 
Sola: Important granite outcrop near Garcia 
Sola dam . Numerous walls and faces of 100m. 
371. Riscos de Garguera: group of needles, 
60m, 15km out of Plasencia towards Barco de 
Avila. Granite. 

ANDALUCIA 
HUELVA 
316. Garganta del Murtigar: Limestone gorge 
to the SW of Zafra, near the village of 
Encinasola . 
SEVILLE 
317. Congosto del Rio Viar: Also known as 
Los Cabrones. Limestone gorge 60km north 
of Seville. 

CORDOBA 
318. Sierra del Castillo : 100m limestone cliffs 
(4) and pinnacles (6). About 80 routes. Near 
the village of Espiel. 319. Los Pedrocos : 
Granite bouldering area near Cordoba. 
Numerous problems. 320. Ategua: Sandstone 
near village of Castro del Rio . Bouldering with 
one wall of 25m. 20 routes. 321 . Zuneros: 
Rarely visited area near village of same name. 
322. Carcabuey: In village of same name. 
100-250m limestone. 3 walls with 10 routes. 
323. Pliego de Cordoba: Near 322, in the vil
lage of same name. 324. Los Pedroches: Gra
nite rock formations, 50km north of Cordoba. 

JAEN 
325. Andujar: Granite/limestone walls and 
pinnacles, no more than 40 metres high . 
Numerous routes. Notably the Despeiiadero 
de Valdeinfierno. 326. Linares: Area of 40m 
faces and pinnacles. Bouldering and short 
climbs. 327. Despenaperros: In the gorge of 
the same name, on the Madrid/Jaen road. 
Small walls and spires of little interest. 328. 
Sierra de Cazorla: Limestone cliffs throughout 
the Sierra, some of 300m high. Little explora
tion. 329. Sierra de Segura: Similar to 328. 
Little exploration due to its inaccessibility . 
Notable Pena del Yelmo. 330. Castillo de Santa 
Catalina: Cliff dominating Jaen city. 20-40m 
limestone faces. 50+ routes. Mainly free
climbing of all grades. Popular local place. 
331. La Mella: Rocky outcrop behind Castilla 
de Santa Catalina. Good quality limestone. 35 
routes up to 120m. 332. Pena de los Santos 
and Cresta del Diablo: area situated behind 
331. Walls of 50-60m. Rarely visited . 333. Los 
Canones : Individual limestone cliff faces. 
Near the village of Los Villares, 7km from 
Jaen. Height 40-140m . 40 + routes. 334. 
Cuevas Negras: Limestone up to 200m . 
About 20 routes of average difficulty. 335. La 
Pena del Altar: East face of 400m with routes 
of average grade. 336. Cerro de la Piedra del 
Palo: 140m tower of mediocre quality. 4 
routes of middle/hard grade. 337. Pegalajar: 
Sierra near village of same name. Faces up to 
90m. 338. Las Alcandoras: most important 
area of the province. Rock outcrop 100-200m. 
Good quality limestone. About 30 routes 
regarded as the most difficult in the Southern 
region . 20km south of Jaen, on the road to the 
Quiebrajano dam. 339. Pena de la Brincola : 
Friable rock, 200m , near the Tajos de las 
Alcandoras . Less than 10 routes. 340. Pared 
del Saito de la Cabra: opposite 339. Compact 
rock. 60m high. 341 . Tajo de las Sales: Near 
340. Rarely visited. 342. Pena de los Miradores: 
Similar to 341, near 339. 343. Penas de Castro: 
near 342. 344. Pena Blanca : Similar to 340-
343. 345. Aguja del Epanogogue: Pinnacle in 
same area as above. Little of importance. 

GRANADA 
346. Los Cahorros: In Monachil, 8km from 
Granada. Face of 15-150m. About 120 routes. 
Good quality limestone. 347. Sierra Harana : 
35km from Granada, on the Murcia road. 
Limestone of 150m in height. About 25 
routes. 348. Los Vados: Near Motril, 4 lime
stone faces up to 300m. About 15 routes. 349. 
Barranco de las Viboras: On the road to the 
Sierra Nevada. Little used. 350. Cslar de 
Guejar: Limestone. Near Granada in the vil
lage of Guejar. Uninteresting. 351. Penones 
de San Francisco: High in the Sierra Nevada. 
Near to the University mountain hut. Boulder
ing. Little of interest . 

ALMERiA 
352. Pico Maria: In the Sierra de Maria. Lime
stone of 50-200m. Situated in the north of the 
province. 353. Maimon : Situated near 352. 
Superb possibilities. About 20 routes. 354. 
Barranco Fuerte: 33km NW of Almeria, near 
the village of Alhama de Almeria . Limestone. 
20-200m . About 20 routes. 355. Tajos de 
Pecho Cuchillo : 45km from Almeria. Compact 
rock of 1 00m. Near the town of Dalias. 356. 
Penon de Bernal : near the town of Vicar. 80/ 
120m limestone with less than 10 routes. 357. 
Aguadulce: known as Tajos de los Presas in 
the town of Aguadulce, 12km west of Almeria. 
40-1 00m limestone. 358. Saito del Gallo: Very 
near to Almeria (capital). Popular local spot. 
20-60m faces. Some 70 routes of all grades. 
359. Cabo de Gata: Basalt cliffs near the village 
of San Jose, 35km SE of Almeria. Rarely vis
ited. 

MALAGA 
360. Cerro de San Anton: near Malaga (capital) 
on the outskirts of La Cala del Moral. Three 
limestone faces of 50m. About 15 routes. 361. 
Torcal de Antaquera: In the Sierra de Antequ
era, south of this town. Numerous faces 50-
150m. About 30 routes. 362. El Chorro : To the 
NW of the village of Alora. Important limestone 
walls up to 500m. More than 30 routes. 363. 
Manilva: SE of the province. Little of interest. 
364. Penon de los Enamorados: Limestone, 
12km to NW of Antequera. 

CADIZ 
365. San Bartolo: Most important location in 
the province, near the town of Tarifa. Lime
stone walls of between 30-90m. Great number 
of routes of all grades. 366. Penon Granda: 
Pinnacle in the Sierra de Grazalema, near 
Grazalema village . Routes of up to 250m. 367. 
Penon Pequeno: Near 366. 368. Silla del 
Papa: Near 365. Rarely visited. 369. Penon de 
Zaframagon: Limestone, near village of 
Coripe, 10km NW of Olvera. 370. Aguja del 
Puerto de las Palomas: South of Grazalema. 
Limestone pinnacle up to 25m. 372. Penon de 
Gibraltar (Rock of Gibraltar): Well-known 
limestone buttress! Mediocre quality rock of 
more than 400m. 

BALEARIC ISLANDS 
MENORCA 
373. Cabo Cavalleria: Cliffs in the north of 
Menorca up to 1 00m. Mediocre limestone, 
weathered by the sea. Similar to other areas 
on the island, practically unknown and hardly 
explored. 374. Acantilados de Cala Presili: 
Near Mao. Similar to 373. 375. Acantilados de 
Cala Luchalari: Near the village of San Cris
tobal in the South of the island. 

MALLORCA 
376. Porto Pi: Cliffs situated in the Puerto de 
Palma. Popular bouldering area . 377. Puig
punent: In the west of the island. Limestone 
with some of the most difficult climbs on the 
island. 378. Valldemosa: Near the village of 
the same name. 379. Gubia: Mountain near 
the city of Bunyola. 250m limestone. 7 routes. 
380. Alaro: Face over 1 00m to the east of 
Alaro village. About 10 routes. 381. Aguja des 
Frare: 250m limestone face with 10 routes. 
382. Cala Boquer: Bouldering area near Pol
lensa . 383. Cala San Vicente: 300m faces near 
382 in the north of the island. 384. Caragolet: 
In the village of Escorca. 8 routes of 150m. 385. 
Torrents Desparels: 25km north of Palma . 
200m walls with 5 routes . 386. Es Cornados: 
200m face near Sollers. 8 routes. 387. Son 
Torrella : Near 386. 10 routes of about 80m in 
height. 388. Orient: Bouldering near village of 
same name, in the north of the island. 390. 
Cabrera : Important cliffs on this island to the 
west of Mallorca. 

PORTUGAL 
401 . Torre de Meadinha: near the village of 
Lamas de Moura, at 58km east of the frontier . 
Various routes up to 200m. 402. Roca de 
Anoman: In the Sierra de Laboreiro, quite 
near to 401 . 403. Picos de Xeres: Granite, 
situated like the two previous places in the 
north west of Portugal. 
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BOOKS 

Climbing 
by Fawcett, Lowe, Nunn and 
Rouse 
Bell & Hyman, £15 
The shelves of the second-hand 
book shops are littered with 
unwanted, unloved climbing 
instructional books. Will this 
volume join them I wonder? 

Each of the four authors has 
written about a branch ofthe 
sport: Fawcett on rock, Lowe on 
ice, Nunn on the Alps and Rouse 
on expeditions. A variety of style 
and experience is introduced to 
the text, thereby avoiding the 
pitfalls of tedium, relative 
inexperience in certain fields or 
just plain irritation that can result 
from a single author. Twenty 
years ago Blackshaw managed to 
produce a fairly comprehensive 
run-down of his mountaineering 
world in a single volume. Times, 
equipment and horizons have 
changed since then, so I don't 
think that we can ever expect to 
see such slavery to detail as 
Blackshaw's between single 
covers. Compared with its 
contemporaries, this book treads 
a delicate path between over
detailed thoroughness and 
glossy but shallow 
commercialism. 

By their nature, some of the 
sections must have been harder 
to write than others; by their 
nature some of the sections are 
therefore more interesting to read 
than others. The interest 
increases as the pages go by. 
Fawcett tackles the most difficult 
job: rock climbing. True the sport 
can never lack excitement, but 
here in particular the gear/scene 
explosion places near impossible 
demands on the instructional 
writer. That understood, Fawcett 
has coped well. All the world in 60 
pages - it can only be a taster. 

Fawcett is down to earth, but 
Lowe isn't. Techniques are 
examined in detail (one tends to 
forget that beginners do need to 
learn about the basics of ice
climbing), but the section seems 
to come apart in the how and 
wJ:iy. I don't see Tai-chi, 
meditation and classical dance 
going down a bomb in the 
Jacobite on Friday night. As for 
self hypnosis, the same location 
has seen the technique practised 
to perfection for years. Perhaps 
that is the meaning of the homily 
'In short, imbued with the right 
spirit, there are numerous 
opportunities to "train" for ice 
climbing'. Yes, train equals 
steaming equals right spirit . Ye 
can nae whack it! Lowe's world of 
ice is Disnevland, it's certainly not 
Scotland. 

And so to Nunn where the book 
becomes interesting. The Alps 
(the term is used in the global 
rather than European sense -
places to go on holiday rather 
than on expedition) are portrayed 
as you should find them: by 
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discovery - if you want to learn 
how to abseil from retractable 
screws, axes, crampons, etc., this 
isn't the book for you. The beauty 
of this section lies in reading 
about the author and several co
opted mates describing progress 
from novice to master, from 
Alpine walking to Grand Course. 
It's all there, the technicalities 
come naturally. 

Much the same can be said 
about the final chapter by Al 
Rouse. 'Here's how it is' rings out 
loud and clear. All the 
organisational tips are there sure 
enough, but nothing like the dry 
appendices of expedition books 
with the final 50 pages to fill. The 
author's own experiences 
underpin this section vividly, so 
vividly that even I could see some 
attraction in the great game. 

I wouldn't have bought this 
book on the premise that I'm 
beyond the help of an instruction 
book. I would have been poorer 
for that decision. While the first 
two sections serve their purpose 
excellently, it's the final two that 
will save the book from the 
shelves of the second-hand book 
shops. 
Ed Grindley 

Ben Nevis: Britain's Highest 
Mountain 
by Ken Crocket 
Scottish Mountaineering Trust, 
£14.95 

The Cuillin of Skye 
by B. H. Humble (1952) (Facsimile 
edition) 
Ernest Press, distributed by 
Cordee, £15.95 (1986) 

British climbing in general is 
bookish, with the urge to 
reflection expressed in a whole 
range of written forms, and 
nowhere more so than in 
Scotland. The unveiling of Ken 
Crocket's chronicle of climbing on 
Ben Nevis is surprising in that it 
has not been done before. 

Above all, this is a history of 
the mountain, attempting to take 
in the most significant 
developments over 400 years of 
its known exploration, from early 
mapmaking to the most recent 
ascents in 1985. It is a stirring 
tale, solidly researched, devoting 
most of its dozen chapters to 
the emergence of climbing, but 
with intriguing excursions into 
the activities of the Observatory 
between 1883 and 1904, Whisky, 
Foot Races, Car Ascents and 
Aluminium. Appendices explain 
succinctly Gaelic, Geology, 
Mapping and Flora and Fauna, 
and indexes maintain the overall 
impression of sturdy 
workmanlike competence in the 
text. It is the product of long and 
earnest wooing of a fierce and 
unforgiving mountain upon 
which one ardent recent explorer, 
Con Higgins, called his last first 

Ben Nevis History 
New Style Instructional Book 

ascent Last Day in Purgatory. 
A history depends upon 

sources, the experience and 
assumptions of the author, and 
upon the style and presentational 
choices of its authorship. 
Overwhelmingly, Scottish 
Mountaineering Club material 
dominates the sources, and they 
are interpreted well. It is a lively 
literature, going back to the late 
nineteenth century, and deserves 
a wider audience. Ken Crocket has 
used this tradition to enliven his 
text, and to bring to life pioneers 
long dead as well as of more 
recent provenance. 

Outstandingly he underlines 
the importance of Harold Raeburn 
(1865-1926), whose ascents in 
winter and summer were so 
futuristic as to be forgotten or 
misbelieved for a time in the 
1930s. " .. . Something, I 
sometimes thought, of Stalin was 
in his make-up." (Lord Mackay, 
SMCJVol 241950). 

The technique is particularly 
effective in recounting the 
exploits of McPhee, Bell and W. H. 
Murray and reaches a high point 
in this account with Marshall, 
Robin Smith and the end of the 
step-cutting epic era in the late 
1960s. 

Sometimes here the assiduous 
pursuit of evidence by the author 
makes the overall themes less 
clear than before, but this is 
understandable given the various 
directions climbing has taken in 
the last generation and the 
difficulties in evaluation . A very 
few non-sequiturs have crept in, 
and some mistakes about proper 
names. Was it not Anthony 
Rawlinson who fell from Zero 
(p.169) and Malcolm Cundy who 
climbed in 1972 (p.253)? 
Sometimes, too, great dramas 
and mysteries appear to tease the 
reader, but like medieval 
chronicles remain unexplained, 
as in the case of Kellett and Nancy 
Forsyth's fatal fall in 1944. 

The style of presentation of the 
book is reserved visually. Black 
and white pictures are used, often 
in rather small format. This may 
not satisfy some modern tastes, 
but set alongside a clean cut 
layout it makes for an unusually 
disciplined overall appearance. 
Colour is used to good effect on 
the covers and frontispiece. 
Photographers remain 
uncredited. 

The reissue of Ben Humble's 
best book is to be welcomed. Its 
concerns are a whole range rather 
than a single peak, and despite 
history, personal experience 
dominates as does a flair for 
wonderfully provocative personal 
judgements. What would one 
expect from the author of Scottish 
Mountain Accidents, who 
persistently noted English 
nationality as a major cause of 
error? Those of us with past 
experience of Oxford University 
Winter meets on the Ben (did they 

have as big a bus to return in?) 
might feel that he was not far 
wrong. 
Paul Nunn 

Grande Traverse and the Mont 
Blanc Tour 
by Malcolm and Nicole Parker 
Diadem Books, £6.95 
There are useful books, there are 
attractive books and there are 
guide books. Remarkably this 
slim volume is all three. Cordee, 
since they started publishing 
some ten years ago, have been a 
hotbed of excellent and often 
innovative book treatment, 
design and presentation, and now 
they have broken from the back
pocket mould, de rigueurwith 
most other publishers, to produce 
a new-style guide book in an 
inspirational new format. A fine 
bit of publishing if I may say so! 
Congratulations Ken and Ken! 

But forget the pedigree, what of 
the book itself? Basically it's a 
guide, size 9"x 6" - i.e. rucksac size 
rather than pocket size, if you're 
prepared to hazard it away from 
the safe shelves of your bookcase 
- covering three classic traverses 
in the South Western Alps and the 
Mont Blanc massif, mostly, of 
course, in France. An attractive 
colour cover of stiff card complete 
with wide fold-outs (to keep your 
place) protects 64 pages of text 
plus eight pages carrying 31 good 
colour photographs. 

The contents break into three 
sections followed by practical 
appendices detailing local 
transport, specialist maps and 
bibliography and accommodation 
- this latter including all huts, 
gftes, bivis in barns, hotels, and 
campsites that might be needed. 
The first two sections cover the 
so-called Grande Traverse linking 
the Mediterranean to Lake 
Geneva in winter and in summer, 
while the third, shorter section 
deals with the now famous Tour 
de Mont Blanc, the summer 
circumnavigation of the entire 
Mont Blanc massif, a superb ten
day hike for alpine back-packers -
or a welcome escape for climbers 
from continuous bad weather on 
'The Blanc' itself, yet never far 
from high huts should the 
weather improve en route. (It's 
healthier to go for a walk than sit 
in the Bar Nash!) Seriously 
though, the Tour de Mont Blanc is 
a great trip with brilliant views of 
the great peaks, with shelter all 
the way, and, especially in early 
summer, when the hillsides are 
thick with the flowers and the high 
summits are still cloaked in clean 
snow, it is surely one of the 
world's Great Walks. 

However, I personally find the 
first section the most interesting, 
for it covers the Traverse on ski. 
The route, from the hills behind 
Nice to the slopes of Chablais 
above Lake Geneva, leads over 
the Mercantour massif, the 



Marit1mes, the Cottians, the 
Va noise, the Tarentaise and the 
Mont Blanc massif, and is 
described for reasons of safety 
and ski descent quality from south 
to north. Well known in France, 
the Traverse deserves to be better 
known this side of the Channel, 
for in wildness and quality skiing 
it well rivals the overpopulated 
Chamonix-Zermatt-Saas High 
Level Route along the Pennine 
Alps. The entire crossing should 
take 32 days, though few Brits will 
complete it in one fell swoop, and 
the descriptions are broken down 
into subsections convenient for a 
normal holiday visit. Certainly I 
would have found the succinct 
descriptions of the sections that I 
have already skied extremely 
useful had this book then been 
available. 

The second section covers the 
Grande Traverse in summer. The 
route follows a 36-day schedule 
and is, of course, rather different 
from the winter ski line. It is taken, 
again for good reason, this time 
from north to south . I was 
intrigued to learn that the line 
described is a slightly more 
serious alternative to the alpine 
section of GR5, the long distance 
trans-European footpath linking 
Holland to the Cote d'Azur-four 
Pennine Ways rolled into one, and 
doubtless rather less muddy- and 
was conceived and waymarked 
by a French association known as 
GTA Grande Traverse des Alpes. 
Anyway, read all about it yourself 
in the book. 

I liked the treatment. The text is 
broken into blocks covering a 
reasonable day's distance - hut to 
hut or gfteto gfte- both on foot or 
on ski. I would like to have seen 
distances and ascent height totals 
noted though these can be 
gleaned from the official 50,000 
and 25,000 survey maps which 
will be needed in any case to 
complement Don Sargeant's 
excellent kammkartes which 
illustrate the book itself. In a wide 
margin alongside the objective 
description of each day's itinerary 
are printed in italics the author's 
subjective yet pertinent 
comments: I enjoyed such 
remarks as "Forget your Country 
Code in this Swiss section where 
electric fences often get in the 
way" (above Champery in 
summer), "You may have to cut 
through a cornice at the Pas de 
Corborat and jump turn down the 
far side" (obviously on ski!), and 
especially "wild, wild stuff" (ski 
descent to the Pas de Mt. Colomb 
in the Maritimes). Such 
enthusiasm is catching! 

Who in Britain has the 
experience to compile such a 
book, a mine of practical 
information surely gathered in 
person, yet obviously not a 
translation? The answer can only 
be an active "expat" or a truly 
anglophone Frenchman. Sure 
enough, Malcolm Parker is an 

Englishman married to a 
Frenc_hwoman and living and 
teaching at Le Bar sur Loup in the 
hills above Cannes, and in easy 
reach of the ground covered by 
their brilliant little book. I can only 
th_ank them for their diligence and 
wish them well on their frequent 
forays into these beautiful 
mountains where perhaps - who 
knows - we might meet one day, 
for they have certainly set my feet 
an'itching. 
John Cleare 

Gran Sasso - Selected Climbs 
from Grade 3 to Grade 7 
Edited by Ciato, Pennisi, Vitale 
Edizioni Mediterranee, L20.000 

The Gran Sasso is a group of 
limestone peaks situated in the 
Central Apennines of Italy, about 
100 km from Rome. This guide 
describes a selection of the best 
rock climbs in the group, and thus 
brings up to date the existing CAI 
guidebook Gran Sasso d'ltalia, 
published in 1962. 

The Gran Sasso is not well 
known to British climbers, due to 
its distance and the undoubted 
superiority of other European 
climbing grounds: Mont Blanc 
lies only at the halfway point of a 
journey from London to the Gran 
Sasso. The group is perhaps 
nearest in character to the 
Dolomites, but the best routes 
tend to be shorter; nor are 
standards yet as high as in 
limestone areas in France, though 
future developments can by no 
means be ruled out. The Gran 
Sasso would, in my view, be most 
likely to attract those approaching 
it with a pioneering spirit, and 
exploration appears to be 
possible at the highest grades and 
at more modest levels. 

The new guide describes 66 
selected routes on the three main 
peaks of the Gran Sasso group. 
The descriptions are, of course, in 
Italian, but the lines of the routes 
are clearly marked on photos or 
diagrams, and in some cases 
these are complemented by 
detailed topos using UIAA 
internationally agreed symbols. 
Thus ignorance of Italian should 
not prevent parties from following 
the routes described. The guide is 
less good on approach routes and 
general information, and appears 
to be intended for climbers who 
already know the area or happen 
to have a copy of the original CAI 
guide : however, this should not 
deter visitors with the necessary 
determination, since friendly local 
advice would normally be 
available. 

In 1970 and 71 I climbed a 
number of routes now graded 
D/TD-, pitch grades up to 5 and 
AO, and found these challenging, 
relatively serious, technically 
Severe to VS, and on rock ranging 
from magnificent to alarmingly 
loose. Since then standards have 
risen considerably, modern 

protection has arrived, and pegs 
are frowned upon, though used if 
there is no alternative. 

Recent routes must be good 
and of a high standard, and there 
is surely more to be done for those 
willing to explore. 

Alan Heppensta/1 

Painted Mountains 
by Stephen Venables 
Hodder and Stoughton, £12.95 

Stephen Venables is one of the 
most dedicated of the current 
generation of Himalayan climbers 
and this book aptly conveys his 
enthusiasm for the mountain 
environment, not to mention a 
voracious lust for adventure. 

Basically, it is a detailed insight 
into two expeditions to Kashmir 
(in Northern India) in which he 
played a vital part - the 1983 
two-man expedition to Kishtwar 
Shivling (6000m) and the 1985 
I ndo-British expedition to the 
Siachen glacier region. Both 
expeditions were attempting 
major unclimbed peaks, but this 
similarity apart they could not 
have been more different in style . 
The 1983 visit to Shivling was 
the result of an idea first 
conceived when Steve visited the 
area with his brother in 1979, and 
finally executed as a low budget 
two-man expedition in 1983, 
whereas the 1985 Inda-British 
expedition was a complex affair in 
an area of northern Kashmir 
which has been closed to 
foreigners for many years. This 
trip was only possible as a result 
of prolonged negotiations 
between the British Alpine Club 
and the Indian Mountaineering 
Federation and was a dual 
nationality trip with many 
climbers, necessitating an 
officially appointed leader and 
considerable organisation. 

Venables admirably brings out 
the frustrations and satisfactions 
involved in both types of 
expedition. The fact that only five 
of the fifteen chapters relate to 
activities on the chosen routes 
says a lot about Himalayan 
climbing . However, this is no 
criticism. On the contrary I find it 
refreshing that the book does not 
dwell overmuch on blow-by-blow 
accounts of the climbing , but 
gives valuable insights into early 
expeditions to the area as well as 
the political history which has 
resulted in so many problems on 
the Inda-Pakistan border today. It 
is also comforting to realise that I 
am not the only person to suffer 
continuous illness in the 
Himalaya. 

Jim Fotheringham's account of 
the first ascent of Rima Ill fits in 
well with the rest of the text, and 
Henry Osmaston's scientific 
report makes interesting reading 
for those who have wondered 
about the origin of some of the 
more obscure glacial features. 

To summarize, this is the 

author's first book and it is a 
well-written and easily readable 
volume. Venables is obviously an 
authority on his subject, with a 
detailed appreciation of Kashmir 
history (although I doubt that he 
was exploring the area in 1894, as 
implied by a misprint on page 97) 
and for anybody interested in the 
area or Himalayan mountaineering 
in general it is a thoroughly 
recommendable read. Buy it. 
Mick Fowler 

Meteora: Climbing and Hiking 
by Heinz Lothar Stutte and 
Dietrich Hasse 
Stutte Verlag, Wolfratshausenl 
Oberbayern 
Available UK Cordee, £9.95 
Right in the centre of Greece, if it 
has a centre, the ubiquitous 
limestone gives way to thousand
foot beds of conglomerate, 
deeply dissected into a forest of 
towers and pinnacles. The rock is 
virtually unique - Riglos in Spain 
is apparently similar - and the 
ambience even more so. The 
attractions of Meteora seem to 
have escaped the attention of all 
but a very few British climbers, 
but this exemplary guidebook 
should help to change all that. 
Anyone looking for somewhere 
different to climb would do well to 
study it; it will also repay scrutiny 
by anyone interested in the whole 
business of guidebooks. 

I may be biased, having done 
my first climb in Meteora with the 
authors, but any user will 
appreciate that here, in a very 
compact package, there is much 
more than a catalogue of climbs. 
In fact, the climbing details take 
up only about a third of the total 
space. Still, I suppose any 
climbing guide must stand or fall 
on how it serves the climber. 
Here, the apparently skeletal 
topos convey all the information 
anyone could want. If anything 
one might complain that there is 
too much. The guide will even tell 
you what runners you may need -
though on many routes all the 
protection is fixed. 

Pitch gradings seem to be 
reasonably consistent, but 
translating them into say British 
grades is difficult, as the style of 
climbing is somewhat quirky. The 
best advice would be, take a day 
or two on easy routes to get the 
feel of the rock. 

The topo "key" is in six 
languages, though most of the 
symbols are self-explanatory. 
This is a truly international guide. 
Just ask: how well do British 
guides cater for the visitor with 
limited English? 

The main text is also 
multilingual, but there is a definite 
pecking order. Considerable 
chunks of the German are not 
reproduced into English, nor 
Greek, which may seem 
surprising, but perhaps it's 
thought native climbers will know 
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BOOKS (continued) 

the score already. The other 
languages get only the barest 
factual bones, so we must be 
grateful, though I personally 
found it very frustrating to see a 
detailed account of the geology 
which I could not read. We do, 
however, get a good deal of_ 
background on the human history 
of the area. The climber cannot 
fail to be aware of- and impressed 
by - the exploits of monks _and 
hermits over many centuries. A 
guide which failed to set these in 
context would be seriously 
inadequate. 

There is also plenty of practical 
information and advice-or diktat, 
perhaps. Some of this is 
obviously Germanic in tone: 
"This is a brief summary of the 
rules for climbing in Meteora." 
Most Brits will take it with a large 
pinch of salt. I doubt many will be 
swayed into buying a chest 
harness, nor is there any more 
need for such here than anywhere 
else. The recommendation for 
long sleeves and pants is 
sounder; the rock is as rough as 
anywhere and there are lots of 
long run-outs. Falling off could be 
nasty. Less comprehensible are 
the strictures against "highly 
mechanised special gear" such as 
Friends, especially as I have seen 
one of the authors carrying 
Friends in Meteora. Don't be 
fooled into thinking that chalk falls 
into the same category. Your use 
of Friends on a route affects 
no-one else; the same cannot be 
said of chalk. If the usual 
arguments fail to convince, 
consider the difference it could 
make to international relations on 
the rock and in the campsite. You 
don't go to Meteora to be sent to 
Coventry. 

The crowning glory of this 
guide is in the photographs. In 
both number and quality they 
outshine any British guide, or any 
other that I have seen. The black
and-whites are rather dark-grey
and-light-grey, and completely 
overpowered by the wealth of 
colour. Ten double-page spreads, 
superbly reproduced, are amost 
worth the cover price on their 
own. Considering that this is an 
import, at £9.95 it compares very 
well with a lot of British guides 
which give you much less to read 
orto look at. Admittedly you don't 
get a plastic cover, but then you 
aren't expected to have to use it in 
the rain. 

The ratio of action shots to 
atmosphere is low, and rightly so. 
Climbs, and more especially 
climbers, can tend to look 
somewhat alike. The climbs in 
Meteor a are excellent, but it is the 
atmosphere that sets the place 
apart. You can provide the action 
for yourself. This guide should 
give you a strong incentive to do 
so, as well as all the information 
you need. 
Jon Sparks 
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The Himalayan Journal 
Vol. 42 1984-1985 
Harish Kapadia 
Himalayan Club Newsletter 
39,1986 
Harish Kapadia 

Harish Kapadia's last edition of 
the Himalayan Journal before 
handing over to Soli Mehta as 
Editor continues the fine 
traditions ofthis essential journal. 
Asedhorhehasbeenever 
conscious of the need to mellow 
information by stressing the 
human aspects of 
mountaineering. This journal 
begins with a pensive Chris 
Bonington cloi;ing upon the 
summit of Everest step by step, 
accompanied by his many 
memories and present 
Norwegian and Sherpa 
companions, encouraged by all 
who wanted him to succeed, in 
something of a haze as is so usual 
at the highest altitudes, on top of 
the world at last. It goes on to 
record, with varying degrees of 
subjectivity, a massive range of 
mountaineering activity, 
including the ascent of Ohmi 
Kangri in 1984 (see Mountain 110 
News) Roger Marshall's close 
"run in" solo on Kangchenjunga, 
the massive Japanese traverse of 
Kangchenjunga in 1984, Rick 
Allen on Ganesh II South Face, 
Alpine Style, and a huge variety 
of climbing and topographical 
articles picking out much of what 
was important in that year. 
Adams Carter's vital Himalayan 
classification from the AAJ of 
1985 is reprinted, Don Whillans 
remembered by Ronnie Faux and 
a great variety of books reviewed . 
The extensive photo coverage 
emphasises information rather 
than mere aesthetics and there 
are many sketches and diagrams 
of vital use to would-be 
Himalayan climbers. 

It is never so comprehensive on 
the Karakoram as on India and 
Nepal, only picking up most 
outstanding climbs, but without it 
the climber seeking 
enlightenment about the "State 
of the Art" in the Himalaya is lost. 
No amount of titillation by 
"glossies" or "Vogue" style 
climbing pulp can compensate 
for a few hours at this coal face, 
alongside the AJand AAJand the 
one or two "serious" sources of 
information. Not that it lacks 
humour, indeed this is a strength 
of all Indian climbing publications. 
It is Indians who poke fun at 
"nearly quickly downside going" . 
In the 1986 Himalayan Newsletter 
such themes continue as the 
Holier than Thou attitudes of "a 
group of mystics in New Delhi 
which controls to a large extent 
the orophilic urges of all climbers 
in India are attacked. Their 
meditations produce conundrums 
which could split the guts of lesser 
mortals". 

Thus the poetic licence of a 

climber, one of many, who was 
refused permission to attempt 
Kabru Dome as it is supposed to 
be a "holy peak" while official 
expeditions violated it whenever 
they wished: 

Holier Than Thou 

Kabru Dome is a lovely peak, in 
W Sikkim it stands, 

Much sought after by climbers, 
from this and other lands. 

Came the year 1982 (as many said 
it would) 

And on its pristine summit, a 
Pre-Everest Expedition stood. 

Others dreamed. Two Bombay 
climbers in '83 spent 

A lot of time seeking permission 
for a second ascent 

"Nay" deigned the mystics, atop 
their hallowed steeple, 

"On grounds of religious senti
ments of the local people." 

The years rolled by till February 
'85 

When an event happened that 
shook the naive 

An Indian Army team, the truth 
was plain, 

Had stood on sacred Kabru 
Dome's summit again. 

No cries were raised, not even any 
hues 

At this violation of sanctity; it did 
not make news. 

Sacrilege can be suspended, 
defilement does not exist, 

If we presume that the climb was 
probably done in mist. 

imagine the confusion, the 
dismay, the rage, therefore 

When the mountain turned sacred 
in Sept. '85 once more. 

A North Bengal team discovered 
to their disbelief 

That in matters of the mystics, 
logic is no relief. 

On a good day in Darjeeling, one 
marvels at the view 

of Kangchenjunga, Kabru and the 
lesser ones too. 

However, one thing remains, as 
ever, unclear 

Is Kabru Dome open for the next 
climbing year? 

This publication also noted in a 
letter from Kanu K Pomal the way 
in which conservation measures 
seem to have turned Frank 
Smythe's Valley of Flowers into a 
Valley of Grass through lack of 
grazing and manure, and other 
delicacies of conservation 
indicative of the problems of 
simplistic "solutions" to complex 
ecological problems. It provides 
an up-to-date bulletin of events 
and views, though a less polished 
product than the HJ itself, with its 
by now rather hallowed 
traditions. 
Paul Nunn 

LETTERS 

Canadian Ascent of Mount Logan 
from Anders Ourom 

Dear Sir, 
I am writing with respect to the 

note in Mountain 110 (p.12) on a 
winter ascent of Mt Logan. I 
enclose copies of a report and 
covering letter sent to you in June 
1984, as well as your response. 
Among other things, my report 
gave a brief account of a winter 
1984 climb on Mt Logan. This 
information never appeared in 
Mountain, but it was, however, a 
significant ascent, even though 
the party inadvertently climbed 
the wrong bump on the complex 
summit plateau. The ascent 
certainly puts the 1986 climb in a 
different perspective, and for that 
reason alone o_ughtto be reported 
in Mountain, albeit belatedly. 

Unfortunately, the note in 
Mountaon 110 also claimed that 
the first ascent of Mt Logan in 
1925 was by Americans, a claim 
that is more than a little 
inaccurate. The 1925 expedition 
and its associated activities are 
very extensively reported in the 
1925 Canadian Alpine Journnal, a 
periodical which is widely 
available. It is clear from that 
report that the Alpine Club of 
Canada (AAC) was the main 
sponsor of the expedition and 
provided its major impetus. Other 
sponsors included the Canadian 
Government, the Alpine Club 
(AC), the Royal Geographical 
Society and the American Alpine 
Club (AAC). The latter appears to 
have been the main junior 
sponsor. 

Six members of the expedition 
belonged to alpine clubs; of 
those, five belonged to the ACC, 
five to the AC, and all six to the 
AAC. Indeed, the 1925 report 
states (at p.7): "As is generally 
known, the Expedition was 
organized under the auspices of 
the Alpine Club of Canada, and its 
composition reflected the 
international character of the Club 
so far as the English-speaking 
mountaineering world was 
involved." 

Three members of the 
expedition were selected by the 
ACC: Captain A.H. Maccarthy 
(leader), H. F. Lambart (deputy 
leader), and Colonel W.W. Foster. 
Lambart and Foster were 
Canadians, while Maccarthy was 
an American with strong 
Canadian ties. The A CC chose one 
member, C. Carpe, an American . 
Three American volunteers (H . S. 
Hall Jr., R. M . Morgan and N. H. 
Read) were added to this core 
group, on condition of their 
paying their own way. A final de 
facto member was the redoubtable 
Alaskan packer, A. Taylor. Hall 
and Morgan retreated from a high 
camp; the rest reached the 
summit on June 23, 1925. 

I conclude that the 1925 
expedition was a Canadian one, 
albeit with a significant American 



element. I note that both the 
expedition members and the 
mountaineering world of the 
time, insofar as they considered 
the matter at all, seem to have 
thought of the expedition as 
international in character, but 
with a strong Canadian element 
Indeed, the only reason the AC did 
not also provide a member was its 
continuing preoccupation with Mt 
Everest. In any case, it is 
abundantly clear that the 
expedition was not in any 
meaningful sense an American 
one. 
Yours truly, 
Anders Ou rom 

Scatological Scratchings 
from Paul Mitchell 

Dear Sir, 
Perhaps Trevor Jones was once 

young, light-hearted and slightly 
anarchistic. Usually, when the 
young are exhorted to conform, 
they act in the opposite direction, 
though of course some don't. 
Climbing is an absurd pastime, 

although we occasionally seek 
logical explanations to justify the 
energy we expend on it. I prefer 
absurd ~ames for climbs, partly 
out of disrespect for stuffy 
conservatives, partly because an 
absurd name meshes well with an 
illogical pastime and hopefully 
raises a few smiles in a sport 
which grows increasingly serious, 
commercially exploited and 
competitive. Footless Crow may 
be a "magical" name, but I 
suspect that Livesey borrowed 
the idea from the poem by Ted 
Hughes. Dream of White Horses 
and North America Wall are 
goodish names, but a little 
"wishy-washy" by modern 
standards. Some names may be 
"disgusting", but which is worse, 
the name itself or the reactionary 
rose-tinted glasses attitude that 
insists we see the world as a 
perfect place with no ugliness? 
Some ofthe route names on page 
18 of Mountain 112 show a 
healthily unhealthy attitude to 
naming, with such gems as Clap 
Please (took me a while to spot 

this one), Spanking for Beginners, 
Biggies Flies Undone, Tongue in 
Situ and Burning Sphincter. As a 
boring old fart of nearly 31, I hope 
I have a few scatological name 
delicacies left to offend our politer 
gurus, and some "decent" climbs 
to apply them to. We all have our 
own way of keeping up with the 
Joneses. As my Chippendale 
writing desk is revarnished, I'm 
writing this while seated in the 
smallest room .. . 

Yours in gleeful " bankruptcy", 
Paul Mitchell 
Sheffield 

Death on El Cap 
from Rick Sylvester 

Dear Editor, 
In an article containing some nice 
things (Mountain 109) Pat Ament 
errs at one point when he states 
that Jim Madsen died "in a storm 
on El Capitan" . Not so. The day of 
Jim's death was clear and 
beautiful. His death was the result 
of a couple of periods of bad 
weather which delayed, 

prolonged and made more 
difficult Chuck Pratt and Chris 
Frederick's ascent of Dihedral 
Wall. As part of a possible rescue 
effort, Jim rappelled off the 
summit to see if Chuck and Chris 
needed help. Ironically, they 
didn 't . 

Yours truly, 
Rick Sylvester 
Olympic Valley, California 

CLIMB SCOTTISH ICE 
with Choe Brooks 

SIX DAY COURSES 
Novice to Advanced 

Classic Grade Vs Guided 
Write for details to: 
CHOE BROOKS, B,nish 
Glynhir Lodge Stables, Gu,des 
Glynhir Road, laspi,an l) 

~~aJ~t/f1'6~°1~~664 
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,---------- Chouinard Stoppers®-------~ 

The Shape of Things to Come 

The subtle trapezoidal shape 
allows good placements in flares 
and shallow cracks. 

A new design expands 
the range of this basic nut 

Introducing the fifth 
generation of Chouinard 
Stoppers 

Since 1972, the year we introduced 
the first progressively sized wedge
shaped nuts, we've been working on 
ways to make our Stoppers better. We 
think these new nuts are our best yet. 
They are easier to clean, because 
we've reduced the amount of vertical 
curvature and increased the amount of 
time the nuts spend in the tumbling 
machine. Tumbling them for over 14 
hours rounds off all the sharp edges 
that could hang the nuts up on minute 
crystals. 

SCOTLAND 

New fit possibilities 
in flaring cracks 

We've eliminated the side 
curves, replacing them with a 

horizontal taper which allows the nuts 
to sit sideways in flares and bottoming 
cracks. The new Stoppers have also 
been completely resized to provide a 
precise fit progression. 

Re-sized and re-numbered 
They are available wired in all sizes or 
loose in sizes 8-13. Loose Stoppers are 
drilled to accept 5.5mm Kevlar only. 
Sizes 1-3 remain straight-sided. 

Illustration: Robert Fass! 

Not everybody knows that we have been expanding. 
This year has seen us venturing into all kinds of new territory, our 
maior expedition being into .. E:d~in~b~u~r~gh~·----;---~~:i::+-~ 
Here is a little information - ' Market 
about Nevi sport and the Waver ey 57 0923 
various services we offer P. es Street, Edinburgh EH11BQ Tel: 031 •5 . 
which varies slightly nnc EW SHOP just opened on Princes Str:et in 

between shops. We try to O~a~erley Mark~t with easy acces~ and P~~;Jn 
give service next to none around Waverley Station Late n~ f ta~~~es. we 
and hope that you will Thursdays with all thetev~twor~shop and all 
visit us whether you are a have added a veryfmS~otf;~d's most advanced 

• •t •d t • the amenities o .1 bl 
VIS! or or rest en tn hopping centre are ava1 a e. d 
S ti d s . . ent * Ice axe an 

CO an · * Mountaineering equipm . d ki boots 
. Mounta1neenng an s 

crampon hire. * * Ski and ski boot hire * Ski equipment . 
ALSO AT * Ski repair *Mail 0rder 

GLASGOW- 261 Sauchiehall Street, G3 3EZ Tel: 041-332 4814 
FORT WILLIAM - High Street, Fort William Tel: 0397 4921 
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Available in mid April at your 
Chouinard Dealer, or from us at 
the address below. 

Chouinard ~uiJm]ent, Ltd. 
PO Box 90/245 West Santa Clara 
Ventura, California 93002 USA 



CALZADOS BOREAL, S. L. 

,boreaLi 
FLYERS 

They are perfectly adaptable 
-due to their exceptional 
adherence- to the gimnasium or 
athletics, cycling or driving, and 

of course «Boulder-Urbano» 
and so forth. 

Poligono Altos de la Condomina.-P.O. Box. 202 VILLENA (Alicante) · ESPANA -Tfno.: 965/ 80 05 89 · Telex 63964 CBOR-E 



,SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pall in Pty. Ltd ., 
11 Lonsdale Street, 
Braddon. 
Tel. (062) 47.8949 (C) (S) 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Rick White's Mountain Designs 
Shop 6, Caga Centre 
38 Akuna Street 2601 
Tel. (062) 477153 (M) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering 
Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W.: Katoomba 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
195 Katoomba Street, 2780 
Tel. (047) 82.2014 (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
527 Kingsway, 2228 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Caving Equipment 
327 Sussex St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pall in Pty. Ltd., 
507 Kent Street, 2000 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street, 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267 .3639 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21, Queen's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000 
Tel.(07)2296609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
93-95 Albert Street, 4000 
Tel. (07) 221 6756 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd ., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty. Ltd., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.212.7857 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin, 
32 Criterion Street, 7000 
Tel. (002) 31.0777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin, 
124 St. John Street, 7250 
Tel. (003) 31 .4240 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 882.7229 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67 .3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67.7966 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 

Western Australia: Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33A Adelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
7A/59 East Parade, 
East Perth . 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 (C) (M) 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148/61 .048 (C) (M) (S) 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports 

Ltd ., 
93 Cashel Street, City Ma!I. 
Tel. 66.211 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd ., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 (C) (M) 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Protec Mountaineering Inc., 
109 Thomas St. 
L6J 5A7 
Tel .416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
777 Yonge Street, 
M4W2G8. 
Tel. 416.964.7909 

Ontario: Waterloo 
Adventure Guide, 
258 King St. N, 
N2J 2Y9 
Tel. 519.886.3121 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524.1106 

GERMANY 
Bonn 
Sine 
Breite Str. 47,5300 
Tel. 0228.654320 (C) (M) 

Frankfurt 1 
Sine 
Oeder Weg 43, 6000 
Tel. 069.552233 (C) (M) 

Freiburg 
Sine 
Moltkestr. 5, 7800 
Tel. 0761.37934 (C) (M) 

Heidelberg 
Sine 
Rohrbacher Str. 81, 6900 
Tel. 06221.15010 (C) (M) 

Mainz 
Sine 
Graben 1,6500 
Tel. 06131.226681 (C) (M) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Sendlinger Str.85, 
P.O. Box880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Everest Sports Ltd., 
83 Sai Yee Street, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Mongkok, 
Kowloon . 
Tel. 3-967072 
Telex. 63999 WCVRY HX 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment 
& Services 

172 Tung Lo Wan Road, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Causeway Bay. 
Tel. 5-669313/5-669331 
Telex : 71947 HYBME HX 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre, 

1 /F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, 
Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-848190 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd., 

Room 102, I/F., 
32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wan Chai. 
Tel. 5-733313, 5-733329 
Telex. 65205 MTSEV HX 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

KOREA 
Seoul 
Cobra Sports Incorporation 
1067, Jaegi-Dong 
Dongdaemoon-Ku (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. (02) 964.8827,3249 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall , 
250 George Street, (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.233122 - Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street 
(corner of Church Street) 
BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road . 
Tel. 0272.741157 



Bristol 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd. 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd. 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Canterbury 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
3 Palace Street. 
Tel. 0227.470023 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road. 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
Tudor House, 
14 Spon St., 
CV13BA 
Tel. 0203.21937 

Croydon 
Pindisports 
Whitgift Centre, 
CR0 1U4. 
Tel. 01 688 2667 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski and Climb, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevisport 
Unit 13, 
Waverley Market, 
EH11BO. 
Tel. 031 .557.0923 

Elgin 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd ., 
High Street, PH33 6EJ. 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 /2 

Glasgow 
High range Sports, 
99 GreafWestern Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevi sport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street (M) 
Tel. 041 .332.4814 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
13 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd . Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson. 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
40 Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W86BD 
Tel. 01.938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
456/8 The Strand 
WC2R 0RG 
Tel. 01.839.5161 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01 .242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathed ra I Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop, 
572 Sil bury Boulevard, 
Central, MK9 3AF. 
Tel: 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 0632.323561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1 RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd ., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd., 
41 Bell Street, 
RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
149 Fitzwilliam St. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Sheffield 
Thomas & Taylor Ltd ., 
24 Fitzwilliam Gate. (M) 
Tel. 0742.25631 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 0743.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping, 
118 High Street, 
SG1 3DW (C) (M) 
Tel. 0438.353086 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061 .480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
90 High Street, 
MK111AH 
Tel. 0908.568913 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd ., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001. 
Tel. 05.31 .1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02.46.90.75 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

Tromso 
Tindloftet A/S 
Storgt. 58 
Tel. 083.85103 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Ryesgade 27, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 
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Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd., 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California : Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd., 
3659 Riverside Plaza, 95026. 
Tel. 714.825.2976 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401. 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Diego 
Pack Factory, 
143 So. Cedros, 92075. 
Tel. 714.755.7662 

California: San Francisco 
The North Face, 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, 95370. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Mountaineering Ltd., 
i 136 Speer Blvd., 8020 4. 
Tel. 303.433.3372 

Colorado: Denver 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3500 S. College Ave., 80525. 
Tel. 303.226.3683 

Colorado: Fort Collins 
The Mountain Shop, 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) 

MOUNTAIN TRAVEL'S Climbing Expeditions for 1987: 
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Antarctica (Vinson), Peru (Huascaran) , Bolivia (lllimani), Argentina 
(Acorn;agua), Chile (Ojos del Salado), Ecuador (Cotopaxi, Chimborazo), 

Tibet (Gurla Mandhatta), India (Kamel), Nepal (Island Peak), France/ 
Switzerland (Mont Blanc/ Matterhorn), U .S.S.R. (the Caucasus & Pamirs). 

Alaska (McKinley), Canada (Logan). Free 1987 Schedule. 

Mountain Travel 
1398 Solano Avenue, Albany CA 94706 U.S.A. 

ANGLO/AMERICAN K2 Expedition Support Trek 
Places are available to trek in with Doug Scott, Michael Scott, Jim 

Wickwire, Greg Child and Phil Ersheler. Going up the Baltoro Glacier, 
through the most spectacular mountain scenery of the Himalaya, 

from 14th June 1987 for 4 weeks. Cost: £1,900 inclusive. 
For full information contact the trek organisers: Karakoram 

Experience Ltd., 16 Parvian Road, Leicester, LE2 6TS. Tel 0533 833903 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ - 87 ca talog free to foreign; 

,CRAMPON STRAPS U.S. & Canada, send 20¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 931 20, USA. 

SAVE MONEY· MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Larg est U K. stockists of specia l ist top qualit y mate r ials arid accessories. 
Expert advice. Pro m pt efficient se rvice. Trade and retail. S.A.E. ca talogue. 

PENNINE OUTDOOR HOLMBRIDGE HUDDERSFIELD W. YORKS 0484 - 684302/683206 

Connecticut: West Hartford Colorado: Lafayette 
Clapp and Treat, Lowe Alpine Systems, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 802 South Public, 80026. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) Tel. 303.665.9220 (C) (M) (S) 

Massachusetts: Boston Colorado: Lakewood 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Holubar Mountaineering, 
1041 Commonwealth Ave. 11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 303.238.7511 

Massachusetts: Salem Washington : Seattle 
Life Sports Recreational Equipment Inc., 
East India Mall, 01970 1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

Montana : Bozeman Washington : Seattle 
Northern Lights Trading Co., Swallow's Nest, 
1627 W. Main, 59715 3320 Meridian Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 406.586.2225 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 

N.H.: North Conway Washington: Seattle 

International Mountain North Face, 

Equipment, 4560 University Way N.E., 
98105 Main Street, 03860 Tel. 206.633.4431 Tel. 603.356.5287 

New York: New Paltz Washington : Seattle 
Rock and Snow, The North Face, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) Tel. 206.622.4111 

Washington: Tacoma New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters, Base Camp Supply, 
21 Park Place, 10007. 3730 South Pine, 98409. 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Oregon: Independence Wisconsin: Madison 
Independence Mountaineering, Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
215 South Main, 97351. State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Salt Lake City Wyoming: Cody 
Holubar Mountaineering Sunlight Sports, 
3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. 1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
Tel. 801.272.9403 (C) (S) (M) Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

Virginia: Bristol Wyoming: Jackson 
Mountain Sports Ltd., Teton Mountaineering, 
1010 Commonwealth Ave., Main Square, 
24201 (P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 703.466.8988 Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Bellevue Wyoming : Lander 
Marmot Mountain Works, Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. 220 Main Street, 82520. 
Tel. 206.453.1515 Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Leavenworth Wyoming: Laramie 
Der Sportsman Rocky Mountaineering, 
837 Front St. 211 Second Street, 82070 
Tel. 509.548.5623 Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

• 

WHAT TIME IS IT ? 
Do you need new outdoor equipment> Ylt,u ld you like to choose 
from a wi de range of gear, wi th expert unbiased advice, great discount 
prices, all from the comfort of your own armchair' 
Then it's time you invested £1.50 in the latest Fie ld & Trek Outdoor 
Equipment Guide 

Ki ~Ye!~~!!?!1 
Professional expedition support for Mt. McKinley and all of Alaska. Obtain your 
Free K2 Alaska Guide and inquire about reduced flight rates by writing: Jim 
Okonek , K2 Aviation, P.O. Box 290, Talkeetna , Alaska 99676, U.S.A. 

GORE-TEX 
FABRICS 
(6TYPES) 

Plus seam taping service. Ventile. Cordura, polycotton. Thinsulate, Hollofil, 
down. Polar fabric, fleece fabric. tent fabric and mosquito netting. Zips, 
buckles, webbing, velcro and much more. Patterns for all outdoor gear. 
Climbing gear. discounts up to 15%. Exports. 
For prices, stamp please, 
TorlMI, 3 Frver St., Runcorn, WA7 lND. EnQland. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
For a good booklist of secondhand/ out of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exploration, write to D. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, 
Edinburgh EH9 1 DA, Scotland. Wants lists welcomed. 
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The Alpine Extrem and Salopettes are 
just two garments in the new 
"Extrem" range from Berghaus. 
Designed in conjunction with some 
of Britain's top climbers, the Extrem 
clothing combines the remarkable 
waterproof breathable qualities of 
GORE-TEX* fabric, with the technical 
features and general good looks 
that distinguish all Berghaus 
clothing. 
Manufactured in GORE-TEX Ultra TZ 
and Strata, the Alpine Extrem has a 
generously cut wired hood, large 
enough to wear over a helmet, and 
a gusset under the arms for greater 
freedom of movement. 
Further, the thoughtfully designed 
pockets, double front stand with 
protective chin flap, and colour 
contrasting trim ensure that the 
Alpine Extrem is as practical as it is 
stylish. 
The Extrem Salopettes, with full length 
leg zips, protected by a velcro and 
press stud fastening stand, are 
outstanding in terms of practicality, 
whilst durability is enhanced by the 
GORE-TEX Strata patches at the 
bottom of the legs and in the seat of 
the pants. 
Comfort in use is ensured by the 
inclusion of a two-way front zip, 
elasticated waist band and easily 
adjustable shoulder straps. 
BERGHAUS - The ideal combination 
of quality, design and performance. 

11r,11tt,am, 
BERGHAUS LIMITED, 34 DEAN STREET, 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE Tel. (091) 232 3561 

ld·hliii:i 
ltiitr)(4 

"Gore-Tex is a Registered Trade Mark 
of W.L. Gore and Assoc. Inc. 


	January - February 1987 - 01
	January - February 1987 - 02 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 02
	January - February 1987 - 03 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 03
	January - February 1987 - 04 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 04
	January - February 1987 - 05 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 05
	January - February 1987 - 06 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 06
	January - February 1987 - 07 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 07
	January - February 1987 - 08 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 08
	January - February 1987 - 09 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 09
	January - February 1987 - 10 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 10
	January - February 1987 - 11 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 11
	January - February 1987 - 12 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 12
	January - February 1987 - 13 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 13
	January - February 1987 - 14 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 14
	January - February 1987 - 15 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 15
	January - February 1987 - 16 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 16
	January - February 1987 - 17 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 17
	January - February 1987 - 18 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 18
	January - February 1987 - 19 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 19
	January - February 1987 - 20 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 20
	January - February 1987 - 21 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 21
	January - February 1987 - 22 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 22
	January - February 1987 - 23 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 23
	January - February 1987 - 24 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 24
	January - February 1987 - 25 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 25
	January - February 1987 - 26 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 26
	January - February 1987 - 27 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 27
	January - February 1987 - 28 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 28
	January - February 1987 - 29 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 29
	January - February 1987 - 30 - Copy
	January - February 1987 - 30
	January - February 1987 - 31

