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EDITORIAL OPINION 

Competitions 

During the past three or four years, the major
ity of climbers in Britain have been forced to 
witness with a growing feeling of helplessness, 
the systematic destruction, by a small number 
of individuals employing imported tech
niques, of the entire ethical framework of 
British rock climbing. This rape of our 
beloved sport will, however, pale into insig
nificance in the face of the latest threat: 
competition climbing. 

At the last BMC Conference in Buxton, I 
took an emotional line against competitions, 
condemning participants to journalistic exile 
and trying to spell out the dire consequences 
to our free sport, in the vain hope that com
petition climbing would be just a short-lived 
commercial fad on the part of our continental 
brethren. The precedent for this is that Moun
tain has never reported on orienteering, 
mountain marathons or East European speed 
climbing. 

Events at the recent UIAA meetings have 
changed all that. Reproduced below is a state
ment from Dennis Gray, General Secretary of 
the British Mountaineering Council, outlining 
the current UIAA standpoint on Competitions. 

The arguments for and against competi
tions can be described as the logical versus 
the illogical. The logic for is easy to see : a 
regulated quantifiable sport with commercial 
gain for competitor and sponsor; a set-up 
palatable and understandable to Authority 
and Media alike. 

The arguments against are less easy to 
define. Climbing"has always been a quaintly 
anarchic, eccentric and downright pointless 
activity. But surely the freedom that climbing 
has from rules and real control of any kind, is 
a reflection of the personal freedom of the 
individual. 

Other important aspects of climbing would 
suffer, too, from the sterilising influence of 
competition. Generations of activists have 
built up an incredibly intricate code of ethics 
and unwritten rules, along with a wealth of 
folklore, tradition and literature unmatched in 
any other "sport". What contribution would 
endless lists of placings and times make to 
this heritage? 

Climbing has evolved, not in a steady prog
ression, but in a series of bursts, like an animal 
shedding a skin that has become too restric
tive. Guideless ascents, the breakdown of 
class barriers, advances in hardware, and 
training, often spearheaded by controversial 
individuals, have all signalled this ecdysis, 
but to pursue the analogy, climbing is vulner
able to outside attack at these crucial times. 
By contrast, the application of rules and com
petition to climbing for hopelessly short-term 
commercial and journalistic gains would be 
retrogressive and damaging to the sport. 

In the United States, rock climbing perfor
mance is on a plateau, and symptomatically, 
ethical arguments proliferate (see American 
Revolution by Jeff Smoot, Mountain 112). At 
this time the innate desire forfurther achieve
ment and the booming outdoor leisure market 
make the American climbing scene ripe for 
competition, but surely the way ahead would 
be to apply the new standards to the unlimited 
scope for new climbing which exists there? 

During the early seventies, the big threat to 
climbing in Britain was from the education
alists, who smugly thought that they had the 
mountains and crags neatly carved up as 
extensions of school playing fields. Luckily, 
the groundswell of climbing opinion rose up 
and washed away their ambitions, and clim
bers are still free to roam the hills without 
having to carry pieces of paper entitling them 
to do so. My naive dream is that this will be 
the fate of the present threat; the waking real
ity is that competitions could easily be the 
death of climbing. · 
Bernard Newman 
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Competition Climbing and the UIAA 
Over recent years there have been several 
occasions when competition climbing has 
been debated at UIAA meetings, and each time 
the main proponents have been the Eastern 
bloc, supporting the Soviets who have been 
keen to establish competitive rock climbing 
competitions based on their long-established, 
circa 1960s, speed climbing disciplines. 
These have never found favour with other 
UIAA groups and have always been politely 
received but voted down. 

The growth of organised competitions on 
the Continent, particularly in the last three 
years, has added a new dimension to the 
debate. The turning point in opinion appears 
to be developments at Bardoneccia, and over 
the last two years one by one the European 
Alpine clubs have changed their stance. They 
are very much aware of the growing schism 
between keen young rock climbers and the 
older established groups who still see rock 
climbing as only a part of mountaineering. 
They have always referred to these new 
groups as "sport climbers". In France this has 
led to a split between the French Federation, 
who were against competitions, and those 
who were pro such events. A new organisation 
has been formed specifically to develop and 
run climbing competitions, which roughly 
translated would be the French Sports Climb
ing Federation. Having seen this development 
the other European clubs have been very 
worried that they might get out of touch with 
the new groups of sport climbers: for example 
the German Alpine Club has held a National 
Conference on this theme and invited all 
shades of opinion to be present. 

The Americans and the Swiss appear to 
have played key roles in the recent turn 
around at the UIAAand lastyeartheAACsent 
a "team" to the Soviet speed climbing cham
pionships: Russ Clune, Todd Skinner et al. 
Even the traditionalist Swiss held a meeting at 
Mehringen last summer for their young rock 
climbers and "sport climbers", and once 
again there was support for developing com
petition climbing . I am not sure as to how 
either the Americans or the Swiss arrived at 
this new policy decision, but when it came to 
the most recent meeting of the UIAA Executive 
Committee they had changed their stance. 

The meeting was held in Munich on October 
10, 1986, hosted by the DAV (German Alpine 
Club). The only member of the Executive 
missing was Poland, who had experienced 
last-minute travel difficulties, but otherwise it 
was a full house. Competition was on the 
agenda because of a proposal put by the 
Soviet Mountaineering Federation. They read 
a message from all the foreig_n participa~!s at 
their most recent speed climbing competItIons 
including the Americans, which asked the 
UIAA to put aside its objections and to sit down 
and formulate the rules, style and format for 
rock climbing competitions internationally. 
There ensued a long debate where speaker 
after speaker stated that although they were 
not in total support, such events were now 
inevitable and it was best to control them 
rather than let them get out of hand and 
become merely the whim of commercial 
operators and sponsors. The Soviets made it 
clear that they would accept other forms of 
competition, such as the Italian system based 

mainly on difficulty and style rather than 
speed, if that was the majority feeling . They 
were supported by Czechoslovakia. 
I was the only delegate to speak against com
petitions. I suggested that they were all 
engaged in a collective madness and that, as 
Oscar Wilde stated, "each man kills the thing 
he loves", but when it came to the vote the 
BMC was the only vote against. I was com
plimented by all the delegates on my speech, 
including the Soviets, but there are great 
pressures on them and the other Eastern bloc 
countries in this matter : competition climb
ing would allow them to send teams abroad 
to climb and to train. At present, the Russians 
are perhaps the most restricted climbers of 
the whole Eastern bloc, and the Soviet sport 
authorities are not interested in putting 
money into something that is currently as 
ephemeral as climbing with regard to returns 
to the State in terms of prestige. The same is 
true for East German climbers who, despite 
being good climbers and part of a large climb
ing population, cannot travel to other countries 
to climb. 

With West European countries, the major 
mountaineering bodies feel that if they do not 
control this phenomena it may end up con
trolling them. Anyone who knows what a 
multi-million pound industry sponsorship 
can become knows the forces at work. Of 
course for many young climbers it is a way to 
recognition and reward, which will enable 
them to pursue climbing professionally. 

The UIAA finally agreed at Munich to set up 
a working party under Gustav Harder, a 
Munich based climber and Chairman of the 
Mountaineering Commission, to investigate 
developing and formulating world wide rules 
for rock climbing competitions. Gustav's 
view personally is that such developments 
are inevitable and it is best to direct them 
rather than be the ones who get directed. The 
BMC has been invited to take part in these dis
cussions and after deliberating over this issue 
for several months decided to send a rep
resentative from their senior cadre of officers, 
either a Vice President or myself, supported 
by a young climber with knowledge of com
petition climbing as it is developing. 

The mass of BMC members are opposed 
vehemently to such developments, but the 
view is that we must know what is going on, 
and we must be able to advise the Manage
ment Committee fully of any proposals that 
emerge. There is a view in the BMC via the 
International Committee that if the organised 
competitions do come to Britain they should 
be confined to climbing walls. This has not 
yet been fully examined, for there are many 
issues involved with even attempting to make 
this into an acceptable or otherwise policy. 

The BMC will send two representatives to 
the Working Party meetings when they are 
called, keep a watching brief and report back. 
There is a small element of top climbers in 
Britain who are pro-competitions and their 
views and input are being considered. It is 
now essential that the BMC makes sure it is 
fully in the picture as the proposals develop in 
order that we can keep British climbers in the 
picture. The spectre of competition will not go 
away, and if we are to monitor its develop
ment, we must know what is happening 
worldwide. 
Dennis Gray 
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Competition Climbing - A Personal View 
by Martin Atkinson 

France's best rock climber, Patrick Edlinger, performs before the horde during the 'Super Finale' at Bardoneccia, in Italy. 
All Photos: Martin Atkinson. 

"Not another chapter in the never-ending 
chronicle of ethical arguments!" 

Rest assured the exclamation comes as 
readily from author as reader. The questions 
raised by hang-dogging, bolt placing, top 
roping and so on, are ones I often find myself 
defensively answering as a sometimes pro
tagonist of these dubious facets of the sport. 
As such, ethical debate bores me stupid! 
However the altogether greater ramifications 
of competitive climbing deserve more than 
just a passing comment in the pub, and there
fore I feel bound to respond to the request to 
make an appraisal of competitive climbing 
from the point of view of one who has com
peted. It is also perhaps not unfair to ask the 
reader to ponder this appraisal, and not dis
miss it out of hand. 

Many destructive arguments are born from 
ignorance and misunderstanding; this can 
arguably be seen in the general British attitude 
towards Competition, since to my knowledge 
no more than a handful of climbers from 
Britain have witnessed one. Given the com
plexities of Competition, I would say it is not 
possible to form a soundly reasoned conclu
sion as to the effects competition climbing 
will have until the ideas and practicalities (or 
more pertinently, potential) of competitive 
climbing are understood. 

This does not, of course, imply that upon 
seeing a competition the masses will be 
immediately swayed to exuberant support, 

however they should hopefully be able to put 
forward constructive criticism from a position 
of knowledge, rather than just the inherent 
(non coherent) "gut feeling" against compet
ition. 

Organised competitive climbing has been 
practised for many years, firstly in Russia 
with speed climbing and now more latterly 
with the large scale "Grand Prix circuit" in 
Continental Europe. This circuit is based solely 
upon difficulty, and it is to this type of com
petition that this discussion is confined. 

The essential nature of these competitions 
is to determine which climber can climb the 
hardest piece of rock on the day of the com
petition. The actual mechanics of how this is 
arrived at, have, in the past, varied to some 
extent, the most accepted basis has been that 
of on-sight climbing, i.e. the climber is 
granted one attempt to climb a route about 
which he has no knowledge, and is simply 
judged by how far up the route he can climb 
before falling. In fact this parallels exactly the 
self-imposed situation a climber places him
self in when he attempts to flash a route. 
Given this basis and the fact that competition 
between climbers is as old as the sport itself, 
many of the ideals of Competition Climbing 
are placed well within the realms of the tradi
tional sport as we know it. 

Accepting these premises it can also be 
seen that to actually compete has the poten
tial to be an enjoyable experience. After five 

competitions with results of good to bad I can 
confirm that this is actually the case, the 
experience of doing what you enjoy most 
with the pressure of being alone to prove or 
humiliate oneself in front of the crowd is an 
intense experience the like of which I have 
never come near to finding in other situations. 

The arguments, as I see them, are now 
limited to three areas: 1 - The Environmental 
impact; 2 - The unqualified effect upon the 
attitudes of climbers and 3 - The possible 
destructive influence of the injection of 
money. 

Firstly environmental: thus far we have 
seen competition in France and Italy (but 
Yugoslavia, Austria and Spain are soon to 
follow) and unfortunately the environmental 
effects have been unjustifiable in at least one 
instance. This took place at Arco where 
destructive "landscaping" took place to 
accommodate the crowd, television, etc. 

The effect upon the attitudes of climbers is 
a complex, but thus far hypothetical problem. 
However, first let me deal with one aspect of 
this which is linked with the environmental 
point. In all the competitions, bar the Indoor 
Wall at Valux-en-Velin, holds were chipped to 
manufacture routes ofthe required standard. 
Hold chipping is now widespread upon the 
French Crags, whichever was the forerunner I 
am not sure (nor is it important), but it is 
something to be avoided at all costs in Britain, 
if competition requires hold chipping then it 

9 



INFO SPECIAL : , 

,, 
. in the future, numbers of 'athletes', rock climbing purely towards the end of competing." 

is something that must be unequivocally 
denied. However this shall be denied in Britain 
because the practicalities rule out the staging 
of an event on a British crag . This is because 
as a means to elimination and placement a 
competition demands up to seven or eight 
completely new routes of specific grades; 
there simply isn't enough rock in Britain to do 
this. 

As a result it is therefore necessary, and 
sensible, that any British Competition should 
be held on an Indoor Climbing Wall. 

Thankfully this neatly bypasses several 
problems, namely: environmental problems, 
access problems, and those of the possible 
actions of Land Owners against the interests 
of climbers. (This last point is a difficult prob
lem to fully understand but is possibly very 
serious and therefore well worth avoiding if 
possible .) 

Given that a British Competition should be 
held indoors, the associated problems would 
now seem to be limited to adversely affecting 
the way in which the sport of Rock Climbing 
develops, i.e. by the insidious threat of com
mercialism . 

I can do no more than concede that it is 
possible to envisage, sometime in the future, 
numbers of "athletes" rock climbing purely 
towards the end of competing . Whilst this is 
not a choice I find particularly ingratiating it is 
not one I see as a threat since we will all still 
be free to practise climbing as we see fit. In 
other words the individual may still act free 
from any restraint. 

One aspect which may be truly harmful, is 
that if competitions gain acceptance and 
importance those climbers who take them 
seriously will, by necessity, be channelled 
towards well-protected bolt style climbing . 
Although we will always have the legacy of 
bold adventurous climbing in Britain it would 
be a shame to have it eliminated from future 
developments. Again though, it is the choice 
of the individual to follow the course which 
will give him or her the greatest satisfaction. 

The associated commercialism is not par
ticularly something I find as a threat, given 
that climbing is already riddled with commer
cialism (i.e. magazines, sponsorships, lectures, 
National Guiding Institution etc. etc.) and if 
people want to give more money to climbers 
then good luck to them, the benefits of this 
outweigh the disadvantages, for me at least. 

In conclusion, from what I have seen, I feel 
Competition climbing is a vehicle that could 
be used to create a stimulus within, and 
broadening of, British climbers. Particularly if 
handled well it has the potential to be more 
successful than destructive. 

Right: Chris Gore, and attendant judges, on 
his way to an 'excellent result ' at Troubat, 
France. A very strenuous route, 
manufactured so that there is no particular 
crux move, thus ensuring that the position at 
which a competitor falls is easily measured, 
which gives his/her placing. 

10 



COMPETITIONS 

" ... at Arco ... destructive landscaping to accommodate the crowd, television etc." 

Above Left: Detail of the Super 
Finale route at Bardoneccia, with 
the Author tackling the strenuous 
7c (French), (E6 6b, 5.12+). The 
people on the left are judges, 
there to ensure fair play, and to 
calculate the distance climbed 
with the help of an in situ tape 
measure. The striped tape 
beneath marks the permitted area 
of climbing. 
Above Right: Antoine Le 
Menestrel on the 7b (French) 
qualifying route at the first indoor 
competition at Vaulx-en-Ve/in. Le 
Menestrel is employed in creating 
"routes" of a specific standard 
especially for competitions. 
Left: The "Arena" at Vaulx, 
showing the "routes" under 
wraps to prevent pre-inspection. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Kukuczka Makes it Twelve 

POST MONSOON 
NEPAL 
Kangchenjunga (8586ml 
The 20th ascent was made by 
Spaniard Josep Permanye 
Sabates and Sherpa Ang Rita via 
the Original Route. 
Chamlang (7235ml 
A South Korean team repeated 
Scott's 1984Routeand put five on 
the summit. A Japanese team 
meanwhile made a new route on 
the W. Ridge and W. Face of the 
mountain, placing Osamu 
Kushi mi and Sherpa Wongel on 
the summit on October 16. 

Cho Oyu (8201ml 
Erhard Loretan after his 
remarkably fast ascent of Everest 
from Tibet turned his attention to 
Cho Oyu. With Pierre-Alain 
Steiner, he planned a new route 
on the WestFace.Climbingalpine 
style, the pair were making good 
progress when on October 20 at 
7200m Steiner fell 600m, 
sustaining multiple injuries from 
which he died three days later. 
Loretan descended alone. 

After failing on the East Ridge, 
two members of a Japanese 
team, Nobuo Shiraishi and Etsuro 
Hino made a rapid ascent of the 
Normal Route in October. 

Manaslu (8163ml 
After his success and tragedy on 
the S. Face of K2, (see Mountain 
111) Jerzy Kukuczka completed 
his 12th 8000er with a small 
Polish-Mexican team. The 
original party of Voytek Kurtyka, 
Artur Hajzer and Carlos Carsolio 
first attempted the complicated 
and difficult E. Ridge. Kurtyka 
dropped out early on and the rest 
were forced to retreat from 7570m 
in bad weather on October 20. At 
the beginning of November, the 
team turned their attention to the 
N.E. Face from the Manaslu 
Glacier. In five days of Alpine 
climbing, they reached tile 
summit via the unclimbed E. Peak 
(7992ml, but unfortunately 
Carsolio was unable to make the 
final push for the summit on 
November 10 due to frostbite. The 
two Poles did reach the top, 
retrieved Carsolio and the team 
descended together after 62 days 
of intensive effort. Kukuczka is 
attempting Annapurna 1 this 
winter with Hajzer, Wanda 
Rutkiewicz, and Krzysztof 
Wielicki. 

Annapurna 1 {8091 m) 
Two French expeditions failed 
from the north to make headway 
in poor weather and snow 
conditions, although a three man 
Italian team, Sergio Martini, 
Fausto Destefani an_d Almo 
Giambi made a three day ascent 
in October of the Original Route. 

Meanwhile, Patrick Gabarrou 
apparently broke from another 
small French party to climb a new 
line on the NW Face with Sherpa 
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Pemba Norbu which culminated 
in the unclimbed spur, Annapurna 
1 SW(ca 7850m). The route was 
achieved alpine style over eight 
days up and down. 

Dhaulagiri (8167ml 
A Polish expedition led by 
Eugeniusz Chrobak which 
included two Canadians and an 
Australian among its 15 members 
climbed a new route on the S. 
Face, but failed to reach the 
summit. Base Camp was 
established on September 16 and 
the team then spent the next six 
weeks establishing a very difficult 
route up the rock pillar and ice ribs 
above before putting in a camp 5 
at 7500m on October 30. The next 
day Maciej Berbeka reached the 
junction of the 1978 Japanese 
Route but continued bad weather 
forced retreat down the 3200m of 
fixed ropes. Berbeka described 
the route as harder than either the 
Annapurna South Face Middle 
Pillarorthe SE Pillar of Cho Oyu. 
Himalchuli North (7371 m) 
Two Germans, Wolfgang 
Weinzierl and Peter Wauer and 
Italian Guenther Eisendle 
vanished while attempting the 
Normal Route. They were last 
seen on October 15 leaving their 
high camp at 6500m to go to the 
top. 

Tripura Hiunchuli (Hanging 
Glacier) (6553ml 
The first ascent of this mountain 
was made by a Japanese team 
comprising Noriyuki Hata, 
Katashi Tokimoto, and Sherpa 
Ang Phuri Lama via the NW Ridge. 

WINTER 1986-7 
NEPAL 
First reports indicate that most of 
the winter trips to 8000ers have 
failed this year. These include the 
Japanese on Makalu, S. Koreans 
on Everest and Dhaulagiri, 
Spanish on Dhaulagiri and Swiss 
on Annapurna. Two ascents of 
Pumori (7161 m) by the Japanese 
Yoshiki Sasahara and Hiroshi 
Aota via the E. Face and by solo 
American Todd Bibler on the S. 
Face have been achieved, the 5th 
and 6th winter ascents of the 
mountain. 

Correspondents: Adams-Carter, 
Hawley, Nyka, Eguskitza. 

SOUTH AMERICA : 

PERU 
CORDILLERA 
VILCOBAMBA 

Salcantay 6271 m 
A 5 man British Expedition made 
the first ascent of the 1600m S. W. 
Face. The route was climbed by 
two separate ropes climbing close 
together; the first party consisted 
of Peter Leeming, Duncan Francis 
and Mark Lowe, the second 
consisted of Paul Harris and Keith 
Milne. The route follows a line on 
the right side of the face and was 
given an overall grade of E.D. with 
short rock pitches of IV and V, 
tricky mixed climbing and 
sustained ice of Scottish grade Ill 
with some pitches of V. It was a 
serious undertaking, particularly 
in the first half, though the whole 
face was subject to avalanche 
danger from unstable seracs and 
cornices. The ascent involved 
three bivouacs reaching the 
secondary summit at 6140m on 
the 7th August 1986. The descent 
took two days down the classic 
East Ridge. This was the first 
British ascent of this fine 
mountain, though they only 
reached the lower summit. This is 
a major ascent of one of the 
biggest unclimbed faces in S. 
America and the team reported 
that "despite the objective 
danger, the climb is of excellent 
quality, the rock being good 
granite, and with some fine ice 
pitches." 

CORDILLERA BLANCA 
Nevado Cayesh (5721ml 
Jerry Gore and Terry Moore made 
the first ascent of the difficult N. W. 
Face between July 8th and 13th 
(see article in Mountain 113). The 
ascent took six days, Base Camp 
to Base Camp. The climb involved 
sections of vertical and mixed 
ground, Alpine V Sup/A2 rock, 
and some very intricate route 
finding due to the complex nature 
of the very steep and friable rock 
combined with huge, free
standing icicles. The key to the 
upper part of the climb was found 
after discovery of an ice 
"staircase" that wound round, 
and through, the barrier of 
overhanging seracs that guarded 
the Summit snow slopes. Descent 
took one and a half days and 14 
abseils. The climb represents a 
first British ascent, and third 
overall to reach the actual 
summit. 

Peak (5420ml 
Gore and Moore made the first 
ascent of this peak to the south of 
Nevado Cayesh via the long S. W. 
Ridge. 

Rinrijirka (5810ml 
Roger Payne and Martin Hair 
made the first ascent of the S.E. 
Face/Couloirin one day. The route 
was 750m in length and poor 

snow conditions constituted the 
main difficulties. 

Also in the Blanca, Clyma, Hair, 
Hood and Payne climbed the S. W. 
Face of Alpamayo (5947m), Payne 
climbed the N. Face of Kitiraju 
(6040m) and Clyma and Payne 
made an ascent of the Voie 
Normale on Huascaran (6768m). 

CORDILLERA HUAYHUASH 
Rasac (6040ml 
In mid June, Payne and Hair 
climbed a very difficult new route 
directly up the South Face. The 
climb starts at 5200m and took 
three days. All pitches were steep 
and sustained with no resting 
places or bivi ledges (apart from 
just below the summit). The 
overall grade was ED+ with eight 
pitches of Scottish grade V or 
above. In descent the pair 
mistakenly descended the N.E. 
Ice fall (this line has probably 
never had an ascent or descent). 

PATAGONIA 
Fitzroy 
There was much activity in this 
region in 1985/86 some of which 
is reported in Mountain 108. Other 
important ascents include the 
impressive central groove line on 
the North Face climbed by an 
Italian team in January 86. The 
route was 1900m high and on 
excellent rock which was mainly 
climbed free in 46 pitches (30 of 
grade V-VI and one of VII). The 
summit was reached on January 
17th after 8 days of climbing. 
Members of the expedition were 
Sterni, Pozzi, Barbolini, Boni, 
Petronio and Rontini. 

Three young Argentinians, Cruz 
(17), Ruiz (22) and Brenner (24) 
made the first winter ascent of 
Fitzroy on July 26th. They climbed 
the Supercouloirwith one bivi in 
ascent and one in descent. Two of 
the trio suffered frostbite. 

The American Route was 
soloed by Thomas Bubendorfer 
(Austria) in 7 hours from base to 
summit on 16th January 1986. 

Pedrini and Locher (Swiss) 
climbed a new route on the S . 
Pillar (near the Casarotto Route) 
at the end of December 85 (see 
Mountain 110for article). 

Cerro Torre (3128ml 
Apart from the previously 
reported major ascents of the 
Yugoslav East face Directisima 
Infernal and Marco Pedrini's solo 
of the Maestri Route there has 
been much activity on the 
mountain. This included five 
more repeats of the Maestri route 
in the 1985-86 season (which has 
had at least 15 ascents now!) 

Aiguille Standhardt 
Martin Moosberger and Thomas 
Wuschner (Swiss) climbed a new 
route on the W. Face reaching 
100m below the summit on 17th 
November 1984. 



Aiguille Poincenot (3040ml 
Moosberger and Wuschner 
repeated the Whillans Route on 
11th November 1984. In the 85/86 
season Grazia Bianchi attempted 
the vertical S.E. Spur but failed 
after difficult aid climbing and 
bolts at 2430m . 
Aiguille Saint Exupery 
Third ascent of the Italian Route 
on the 6th December 1984 by 
Moosberger and Wuschner. This 
same pair also crossed the Ice Cap 
from Paso del Viento to Paso 
Marconi between 20th and 26th 
November 84. 
Pier Giorgio 
One of the most impressive faces 
in Patagonia is the N. W. Face of 
this mountain. It was climbed by 
the 1985 Explorer Expedition of 
Italy. Paul Maillefer and Vincent 
Bauderet (Swiss) reached the 
summit on 30th December 1985 
and called the route Greenpeace. 
Aiguille Guillaumet 
Various ascents were made via 
the Fon rouge Route or the N. W. 
Face in the 85/86 season. 

CENTRAL ANDES 
Aconcagua (6959ml 
Since 1984 much activity has 
taken place on this mountain. The 
most popular route (after the easy 
original West Side Route 
ascended by Zurbriggen in 1897) 
is the South Face 1954 French 
Route generally with the Messner 
(1974) variation . The route has 
been climbed seven times since 
1984 with as few as two bivis 
(Swiss Bui her and Raichnen in 
January 1985). 

The Polish Glacier Route (1934) 
has also been climbed several 
times and on at least one occasion 
in a day from the foot of the 
glacier. Probably the most 
difficult of the routes on the 
mountain is the Yugoslav 1982 
South Face Route, which took 10 
days climbing alpine style. In 1985 
Bui her and Raichnen climbed the 
route in three days. Probably the 
third winter ascent of the S. Face 
(1st Jap 81 and 2nd Jap 85) was 
made solo by Fernando Ruiz in 
September 1986when he climbed 
the French Route (with Messner 
variation) with five bivis, reaching 
the summit ridge on September 
13th. He had an epic retreat and 
was badly frostbitten . 

The area of mountains which 
stretches 100km south of 
Aconcagua has a long history of 
climbing, particularly by the 
Argentinians. The following 
ascents have been made recently : 
First ascent of the E. Face of Cerro 
Tupungato (6650ml by Vieira and 
Rabal ; unfortunately they died on 
the descent. The first traverse 
along the difficult ridge between 
Filas Vallecitos (5756ml and 
Rincon (5500ml by Randis and 
Sanchez. The South Face of 
Rincon by Dominguez and 

Arellano . On Chani(6250m) in the 
province of Jujuy, Argentina 
Tarditti traversed the peak in two 
days and made the first ascent 
solo of the South Face in the 
winter reaching the summit on 
10th August 1985. 

In the Colorado Valley Area, 
San Juan Province, Chile (the 
Chilean area just south of 
Aconcagua) there were several 
new ascents. Cerro Negro 
(5500ml was climbed for the first 
time via the S. Face and glacier by 
Herrmann, Duce, Dominguez and 
Arellano . Pico Polaco (6000ml E. 
Ridge by Dominguez and 
Arellano. Cerro la Mesa (6100ml 
by the S. Face by Herrmann and 
Meglioli . Cerro Mercedario, S. 
Face by Hermann, Rivero, 
Meglioli and Arellano. 

Above: A telephoto shot of the upper half of the South West Face of 
Sa/cantay (6271 m), in the Cordillera Vilcobamba. The line of the British 
Route takes the narrow gully just left of the gully in the dark serrated 
shadow on the right of the face. Photo: Paul Harris. 

Dominique Radigue 
One of the co-founders of the 
French magazine Vertical was 
killed in an avalanche on 
Aconcagua, on January 27th . 
Dominique (28) was climbing with 
Felix De Pablos in the large couloir 
above and left of the French Spur 
(1954) Route, on the Messner 
Finish when a fall of seracs swept 
both men to their deaths. 
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EUROPE 

MONT BLANC AREA 
Petite Aiguille de Talefre 
A new route was done on the north 
face of this infrequently climbed 
peak. Three Pillars Gully is the 
obvious gully when viewed from 
the foot of the face which goes 
directly to the summit. TD/TD+, 
11 pitches, 470m, Scottish 4 ice. 
Climbed on 18 June 1986 by 
Trevor Pilling, Martin Mandel and 
Ross Purdy. 

Trevor Pilling and Andy Cave 
made the first British (4th) ascent 
of the Direct Route (Jori Bardill) 
on the Central Pillar of Freney, ED 
600m Vic +A2, 29 June. This was 
Andy's third route in the Alps. He 
then went on and did the Walker 
Spur, N. Face Droites, N. Face 
Eiger, then went to Kenya and 
climbed the Diamond Couloir -
not bad for a first season! 
Trevor Pilling 

Mount Greuvetta - Punta Bosio 
(3222ml 
On August 11 1985 Carlo Giorda 
Guido Ghigo and Trista no Gallo' 
did a new route on the South
West Face called Toccata e Fuga. 
The route starts on the left of 
classic Emery and reaches the 
obvious red tower (500m TD+). 

Greuvetta Basin 
On the ridge that joins the Mont 
Rouge du Greuvetta to the Mont 
Vert du Greuvetta, Davide 
Brighenti and Lino Ottaviani did a 
route of 350m D+ on September 
24, 1985. A nice and pleasant 
climb on good rock, quick descent 
by abseils. 

Clocher du Tacul (3853ml Red 
Pillar 
On the right of the Boivin
Alexander 1980 crack a route 
follows the edge. It was put up by 
Giancarlo Grassi and Isidoro 
Meneghin on September 25, 
1985. 200m ED-, no bolts used. 

Mont Blanc (4807ml 
Etica Bisbetica is a new route on 
the Bonington Pillar (Brouillard 
area) taking a crack line on the left 
side of the Pillar. Giancarlo Grassi, 
Isidoro Meneghin and Mauro 
Rossi, July 27 1986. 350m TD+. 

Mont Maudit (4465ml 
South-West Shoulder 
Giancarlo Grassi, Angelo Siri and 
Nella Margaria climbed a route 
that crosses the Diagonal Route 
(Simonet-Bonnenfant) . It took 
them 15 hours on October 11, 
1986, and according to Grassi is 
the most difficult ascent in this 
area. 

Colledella Brenva (4300ml 
Beside Mont Maudit, Grassi and 
Roberto Fava climbed the Couloir 
de/ Bicentenario, a steep gully on 
the left of the Domenech
Hanateau ridge, on July 10 1986. 
TD 700m (50° -75°) with an 80m ice 
fall at 4000m . 
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MARITIME ALPS 
Como Stella (3050ml 
Flavia no Bessone and Lino 
Castiglian climbed Opinioni di un 
Clown on September 27 1985, 
with several bolts preplaced by 
battery-powered drill. Two days 
latter the same pair climbed 
Rambo II, a variation of the 
Rambo route. Similar methods 
were used. It was probably the 
first time bolts have been placed 
in the Western Alps, especially by 
such methods. Fiery polemic 
followed, but it now seems to be 
accepted by most climbers. 
(Bravo!) During the summer of '86 
these beame very fashionable 
routes. 

DOLOMITES 
Civetta Group 
Pulpita di Pelsa 
Mauro Da Rossi, Andrew Aurighi 
and Alessandro Bet put up 
Odissea Tra le Rocceon the left of 
the Tome-Libera/route . TD-.240m 
of good rock. 

Torre Venezia (2400ml 
The grey wall between the 
Livanos Pillar and the 
homonymous dihedral was 
climbed on August 41985 by 
Sandro Neri, Gigi Dal Pozzo, 
Renato Pancera, Pino Fontana, 
and Mauri Kelemina. 380m TD. 

Torre Trieste (2500ml 
On June 1 and 2 1986 Puffer 
Franco and Marco Furlan 
repeated the Diretissima Puissi
Radaelli. The route (700m ED), 
which crosses several big 
overhangs on poor rock, involved 
mostly aid-climbing. 

Brenta Group 
Cima Pratofiorito (2900ml 
E. Orlandi and E. Salvaterra 
climbed the South-West Pillar on 
September 5 1985. The route, 
called Aurora, is on good rock. 
350m ED. 

Crozzon di Brenta (3135ml 
La Via de/ Friend Perso (Lost 
Friend Route) was put up by 
Nazario Ferrari and Angelo 
Giovanetti on the right side of the 
large North-East Face. The route 
starts 30m on the right of Aste 
Dihedral. 400m TD+ . 

Bocchetta Alta di Bosconero 
(2412ml 
Monica was put up on the North 
Face by Soro Dorot~i and Fulvio 
Miari on September 17 1985. 
500m grades from 5 to 7-. 

Sass de la Cruse (2908mi 
The right pillar of the long West 
Face was climbed on September 
16 and 17 1986 by Marcello 
Cominetti and Marco Fanchini. 
The pillar saw several attempts in 
the last 15 years, described in 
Messner's book Sesto Grado. The 
most difficult section is VII -, no 
bolts used. 700m . 
Alessandro Zuccon 

Opposite Page: Bruno Potie on his new route Laisse Dire (Ba), Secteur 
des Grecs, Verdon . Photo : Franr;oise Lepron. 

VERDON 
To facilitate route finding some of 
the better-known routes have had 
their names painted on at the top . 
of the crag, ie where they finish . 
Abseil chains and bolts have been 
renewed in several places and the 
Luna Bong abseil can be avoided 
by using the new descent route 
30 metres left of Luna Bong. This 
work was carried out by Jacques 
Perier (' Pschitt') and paid for by 
the climbing club of La Palud, Lei 
Lagramusas. Money was 
obtained, amongst other sources, 
from the climbing film festival 
held in La Palud in July 1986. 
Many thanks to Leo Dickinson 
and to Tony Riley for lending 
films free of charge. 
Secteur des Grecs 
Higher up than Frimes et 
Chatiments area, this section 
includes three new routes all by 
Bruno Potie: Chez /es Grecs (Ba) 
Laise Dire! (Ba) and Divan le 
Terrible(Ba).J. B. Triboutclimbed 
Crime Passionel (Bb) which was 
repeated by Marc Lemenestrel. 
Secteur Frimes et Chatiments 
To the right of Mort a Venise 
Philippe Mussatto climbed Farr;i 
par la (7c). This was repeated by 
Chris Gore and Phillipe Steulet, 
both on-sight. 

Fran,;;oise Lepron's new route, 
Coco d'Ziles, (7a, 6b+ ), climbs 
the steep wall just left of the third 
pitch of Frimes et Chatiments. 

Patrick Ed linger finally climbed 
the last pitch of his route, Take It 
or Leave It, which was a long
standing problem. 

In the first gulley just after Mijo, 
a two pitch route was done by 
Pascal Fandou, Hormone Frite 
(6c,7a + ). 
Secteur Saut d'Homme 
Chant du Perfo (reported in 
Mountain 170), was given an 
independent first pitch, at 7a, by 
its creator, Michel Suhubiette. 
He also put up Les Fil/es Salles 
des Metiers (6a, 6a + , 6a), which 
goes to the left of Minets 
Gominets. To the right of Minets 
Gominets, J. Gira I and B. Lassale 
did Samb Triste (6c, 6a) while 
below the terrace of Saut 
d 'HommeJacques Larthornas put 
up a two pitch route called Muche 
(Ba, 6c). 

Secteur Carelle 
Suhubiette's two pitch route, 
Love Me (6c, 6b) is to the left of 
Sixfois Zette. The first pitch is 50 
metres long and has 14 bolts. To 
the right of Sixfois Zette, Herve 
Guigliarelli put up Kavin 's Line 
(6a). On the wall left of De/erium 
Tres Mince, Suhubiette has done 
four new routes, all of which are 
given 5+: Rope and Roll, Tire 
F/emme, On Rase Bien /es 
Poireaux and Fini au Pipi. 
Secteur Pichnibule 
After many attempts, Philippe 
Plantier finally succeeded in 
climbing Wall of Woodoo and 
gave it Bb. To the right of 
Widislove, the Italian Roberto 
Fioravanti, alias Hassan, put up 

Salta Minchia! C'e una Stella Che 
Cade at about 6c. 
Secteur Daile Gris 
Four new routes here, all in the 
easier grades, are again the work 
of Suhubiette; left to right they 
are : Bete de Sexe (6a), Appelez 
Mai Guidos (6a + , 5+ ), 35 - 15 
(5+ ), and Cocoluche (5, 5+ , 5+ ). 
To find these routes, look for the 
new bolts and chains at the top of 
the crag. 

To the left of the last pitch of 
Dingomaniac, Suhubiette's two 
new pitches at 6a, 6a (with no 
name as yet) look like providing 
an easier finish to Dingomaniac. 
Secteur Mangoustine 
Pierre de Lune (7b) by Guigliarelli, 
goes just right of the crux pitch of 
Megafoot. 
Secteur Luna Bong 
Herve Guigliarelli was active in 
this area, with three new routes. 
Soleil Mineral (7a, 6b) takes a line 
between Luna Bong and 
Triomphe D'Eros. Between Luna 
Bong and Necronomicon is La 
Couleur Tombee du Ciel (6c, 6a) 
while to the right of 
Necronomicon is Le Gris Ouitue 
(6b, 7a). 

In this area the spirit of 
adventure still exists with the 
Remy brothers, Claude and Yves, 
who do their new routes starting 
from the bottom of the crag rather 
than pre-placing bolts by abseil. 
Their routes are consequently in a 
more traditional style, often with 
much aid. Extraterrestress (ED 
150m) starts from the terrasse 
mediane and follows the pillar of 
Epron Sublime direct, while 
further right, starting from the 
foot of the cliff is Sexe-Hysterie, 
ED 300m. 
Secteur Ouah Con 
Bernard Gorgeon did a new route 
to the left of Ouah Con C'est du 
Libre! called Rumori di Gamma. 
At 6a + , 6a + , it is an enjoyable 
climb, the first pitch needing 
delicate footwork and being 
helped by a long reach, while the 
second pitch is more on the arms. 
Guigliarelli made a harder 
alternative finish to the left of the 
last pitch of Gorgeon's route, 
Flagrant De/ice, 6c+ . 

Right of Ete de Porcelain, Pete 
Harrop did a two pitch route of 6b 
(except for one short section of 
7a + ). Again to the right, Gorgeon 
and Harrop did L'Esprit de la 
Tempete, (6b, 6a), which has an 
alternative direct start, Gloria 
(6c+ ). Access to these routes is 
gained by traversing under the 
Miroir du Fou cliff and abseiling 
from chains situated midway 
between the parking places at 
either side of the tunnel. 
Falaise de Styx 
This cliff is situated between Les 
Malines and l' lmbut, and 
'discovered ' by the Remy 
brothers. Passion d 'Aventure is 
120m of TD sup., but not for you if 
you are a fan of Suhubiette and 
his bolts! 
Cherry and Pete Harrop 
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GREAT BRITAIN 

Lower Sharpnose in the Eighties 
News Report by Pat Littlejohn 

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND 

Once famed only for its long crack 
and groove lines like Clawtrack 
and Lunakhod (both HVS), Lower 
Sharpnose Point on the Culm 
Coast of North Cornwall is rapidly 
becoming a mecca for high 
calibre wall climbs. A must for any 
team visiting the South West who 
can climb E3 or above. 

The crag itself is a geological 
wonder. It consists of three 
vertical sheets of rock around 120 
ft high jutting out to sea from a 
precipitous coastline. Each sheet, 
or "fin" as they are termed, 
presents a large South and North 
face as well as a West-facing 
arete. For years the gently 
impending South Face of Middle 
Fin was one of the great 
unclimbed challenges of the Culm 
Coast. 

The first real wall climb 
appeared in 1980, when Bristol 
climber Keith Marsden went 
straight up from the start of The 
Smile (a rising traverse on the 
North Fin) to produce Out of the 
Blue (E3, 5b/c), a pitch of 
remarkable quality which 
revealed unexpectedly good 
holds on the sheer-looking faces. 
Another obvious challenge was 
the sheer zawn wall forming the 
left side of the North Face of South 
Fin. Rowland Perriment breached 
its right side in 1981 with The 
Lemming (E2, 5b) then two 
powerful climbs were forged up 
the main part- Leprosy(E3, 5c) by 
Steve Bell and Cool, Culm and 
Collected (E4, 6a) by Chris 
Nicholson and Nick White, a team 
who had already produced some 
highly technical climbing on 
Sharpnose with their direct start 
to Mascon (6a). Nicholson, 
currently the most effective 
climber in Devon, had another 
productive day in August 1984, 
again with Nick White. A central 
line up the South Face of North 
Fin was first to fall, giving the 
superb Diamond Smiles (E4, 5c) a 
big and sustained lead which 
gave a taste of things to come. 
The pair went on to make the first 
breach of the wall right of 
Clawtrack- A Tonic for the Troops 
(E2, 5b/c) - then obviously still 
going strong they attempted to 
climb the great South Face of 
Middle Fin towards its left side. 
This magnificent wall had first 
been tried by Keith Darbyshire in 
the early seventies. He climbed 
about two thirds of the way up, 
partly on aid, and a dramatic 
picture in Sea-Cliff Climbing in 
Britain records the occasion. 
Bruce Woodley was first to "top 
out" on the wall when he attacked 
an obvious rising traverse line, 
but as the final section was aided 
he never recorded .it. Nicholson 
came very close. The steep, bold 
finishing moves combined with a 
rising tide (he said of White -
"These Northerners don't seem 
to be able to tread water and belay 
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at the same time!") forced a 
retreat 10 ft from the top, where 
two slings hung provocatively for 
the next two years. 

Nicholson then turned his 
attention to the smooth, black 
North Face of North Fin and led 
the impressive but meandering 
Poker Face (E4, 6a) accompanied 
by Culm Coast veteran lain Peters. 
That was in September '85, then 
in May '861 paid a visit with Pete 
Amphlett. There were Nicholson's 
slings, rotting by now. Something 
had to be done about that line. I 
was in no shape for it but had a 
go anyway, and with good luck 
and 20 years' experience 
compensating for lack of power I 
pushed up the final section and 
the wall had its first free climb -
Break On Through, a "mild" E5. 
The time was obviously ripe for 
other lines on this wall, and for 
the next 3 weeks I could think of 
little else apart from getting into 
shape to tackle them. Returning 
with Mick Hardwick, I cleaned and 
climbed the central weakness on 
the wall - Fay (E5, 6a), a modern 
classic reminiscent of Right Wall 
on the Cromlech but steeper and 
with a few more runners. Mick's 
line that day was another brilliant 
pitch up the wall to the right of 
Diamond Smiles - Crooked Mile 
(E4, 6a) . Next day sights were set 
on the Lord of the Flies type line 
between Fay and Break On 
Through. This gave 100 ft of 
immaculate climbing with no 
rests whatever, and throbbing 
arms and pounding hearts 
towards the top suggested the 
name of Pacemaker (E6, 6b), a 
pitch of the calibre of Lord but 
safer and steeper. Our visit was 
rounded off by climbing the 
Twilight Zone (E4, 5c), an 
adventurous pitch on the North 
Face of Middle Fin . 

That's the story so far. Lower 
Sharpnose seems to be emerging 
as the best all-round crag on the 
Culm Coast, having lots of 
sheltered, sunny climbing for 
blustery days plus shadier walls 
for the rare Summer heatwave. 
Access is simple and many routes 
are scarcely tidal. And if you can't 
climb the walls, there are still the 
classic cracks and corners. Give it 
a try! 
Pat Littlejohn 

Right: The South Face of Middle 
Fin, Lower Sharpnose, North 
Cornwall. A - Break On Through 
(E5 6a), B - Pacemaker (E6 6b), 
C-Fay (E5 6a). All Photos: 
Littlejohn Collection. 

Above and Opposite: Pat Littlejohn on Pacemaker (E6 6b) Lower 
Sharpnose Point. ' 





Riding The Stack 
News Feature by Andy Pollitt 
"Just a few words about the wall - you know 
the kind of thing - aspect, rock, history - the 
routes". That was my brief from the Ed. You 
see he took this photograph of North Stack 
Wall and required a short feature to accom
pany it - a two-way justification - one's no use 
without the other? 

On my typewriter at least I just can't suc
cumb to brevity where North Stack is con
cerned, it's all or nothing and the latter would 
be a true injustice. 

A crucial part of my life has been spent on 
this 85° piece of quartzite; an alternation of 
staccato and flowing movement. A live stage 
act on many occasions, on a wall where there 
is ·very little margin for error. Facing south 
east, a veritable sun trap throughout all sea
sons, with the wind often from the north west 
- straight over the top of the cliff- lovely place 
to climb - lonely place to climb. 

The routes without exception are Extreme, 
possibly the crag's only flaw, and climbers of 
a modest capability are, for the time being at 
least, unquestionably denied the pleasure of 
its routes. 

The Whip (E1 5b), Green Gilbert (E1 5b) and 
Wall of Horrors (E2 5c) were the first lines 
ascended, none being particularly fine. The 
wall was first properly investigated in 1978 
when the Gogarth new route boom was in full 
swing and Jim Moran, Pete Whillance and Ron 
Fawcett all made impressive forays onto the 
wall. Many fine lines were done at this time 
like Blue Peter (E4 5c), South Sea Bubble (E2 
5c), but most importantly The Cad (E5 6a) by 
Fawcett, a previously inspected line, seemingly 
devoid of sufficient natural protection . Two 
bolts and a peg were placed. Whillance and 
John Redhead repeated the route eliminating 
a bolt and peg respectively. So, a North Stack 
precedent had been set - the bolder, the bet
ter. Redhead took this maxim one stage 
further with his ascent of The Bells! The Bells! 
(E7 6b) in 1980. It was Britain 's first E7 lead 
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and a pointer to future aspirations. Example 
set, Redhead was to dominate development 
on this wall over the coming years adding The 
Clown (E6 6b) , another big route which takes 
a counter diagonal line to The Bells, Birth 
Trauma (E6 6a), a committing crackline left of 
Wall of Horrors and Le Bon Sauveur (E3 5c), 
the latter done on sight. Also came the con
tradiction to the 'rules' he had so admirably 
stuck to. A tenuous line between South Sea 
Bubble and Nice n 'Sleazywas inspected and 
after much deliberation a bolt was placed . 
During his ascent, and having completed an 
intricate sequence to pass the bolt, his ropes 
mysteriously became unclipped from the 
hanger leaving him totally committed above 
an irreversible crux. Were the Demons of 
Bosch responsible? Following this ascent 
Redhead again returned with Dave Towse - as 
they had many times previously, and with 
Martin.Crook (who later discovered Sincerely 
El Cohen (E3 5c)) adding support and no 
doubt a dash of Liverpudlian humour. The 
trio traversed the central section ofthe cliff to 
give Stroke of the Fiend. At E7 6a, 6b this must 
surely be the most demanding girdle traverse 
in Britain . So, remaining lines were becoming 
rather thin on the ground but the left arete of 
Blue Peter remained an obvious and striking 
line. Again it was Redhead who forced the 
route utilising Derek Hersey's direct start to 
Blue Peter to gain the arete - on this occasion 
producing Flower of Evil - yet another E7 head 
game. Thus concluded an episode in one 
man's undeniably impressive contribution to 
British climbing. North Stack Wall had 
unquestionably been Redhead's personal 
preserve, and seemed to extract his finest 
efforts. 

The style of climbing on North Stack suits 
me down to the ground - just off vertical , 
small holds and poor pro . I recall revelling in 
an "upper Cad situation" - a braille trail - way 
back in 1982 and shortly afterwards thoroughly 
enjoying the third ascent of The Long Run (E5 
6a) - Cad's left neighbour, both fine examples 
of bold airy climbs. Blue Peterwas fun and the 
E2 ish cracks over on the left likewise. I 
climbed up the flaky wall above the Blue Peter 

peg in 1984 to give Art Groupie (E5 6a) - a 
straightforward but poorly protected climb 
and Cad-ish throughout. 

A ferocious desire to repeat The Bells ... 
came to fruition in 1986 when I made the 
second ascent, a high point in my climbing 
career. Those events have since been well 
documented in High 49 so enough said . The 
rightwards sweeping line of Bells is, how
ever, bisected by an uncharacteristically 
overhanging flake (the start of The Clown) 
leading up to The Bells ' crux and fine open 
climbing up the headwall above The Bells ' 
exit traverse. Redhead and I mused over the 
possibilities of linking the three features in 
Pete's Eats one evening, each with a sly glint 
in our eye - a mixture of : "I'll get there before 
you mate", respect for the Wall's most chal
lenging line, and a belief in each other's ability 
to tackle such a potentially fatal proposition . 
John hadn't done much climbing around that 
time - I had . I h·itched a lift to North Stack with 
Johnny Dawes and pulled out all the stops. At 
the top I felt distinctly cold, and empty of 
emotion, hence The Hollow Man and the 
grade : E8 6b. 

To bring things totally up to date Nick 
Dixon, who had climbed The Cad without 
recourse to the remaining bolt, added Head
butt (E6 6a) - a bold route left of The Whip. 
Redhead at the same time produced Tom's 
Shredded Slippers (E4 6a) -the slim groove to 
its left. 

So, that is the state of play so far. A concen
trated passage through the historical goings
on upon a 130 foot high cliff face on Anglesey, 
North Wales. No doubt the passage of time 
will produce many more feats of derring-do 
upon this left flanking wall of Parliament 
House Cave.I only hope I'm around to enjoy 
them - you see I spotted this line when I was 
down there last and . .. 
Opposite Page: Pollitt has since returned to 
North Stack and repeated Redhead's The 
Clown and more recently while attempting to 
do the same to Flower of Evil a foothold broke 
resulting in a 30 foot fall - breaking a spike 
runner and snapping an RP in the process.) 
Photo : Bernard Newman. 





Victor Saunders crossing the Ushba Plateau, with the Charmoz-like form of Shkelda in the background. Photo: Mick Fowler. 

USHBA:-
FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE 
by Mick Fowler 
Work commitments prevented Victor 
Saunders and I involving ourselves with full 
scale Himalayan type expeditions in 1986 
and necessitated a shorter but (hopefully) 
equally challenging trip. 

Increasing popularity and familiarity 
meant that the appeal of the traditional 
British playground of the Western Alps had 
begun to wane and the quest for somewhere 
new and interesting was . on. The area 
needed to boast steep impressive rock and 
ice routes , enjoy a diverse and interesting 
local culture, not be overrun with other 
climbers and not be inordinately expensive . 

It was Paul Nunn who first awakened 
interest in the Caucasus (he had climbed 
there in 1970 with Hamish Mcinnes) by 
emphasizing the fine and unfrequented 
climbing available. He suggested contact 
with Des Rubens and Dave Broadhead who 
had attended the 1984 Caucasus Camp and , 
apart from the late Pete Boardman, were 
the only British climbers to have managed 
technical climbs in the area since the Inter
national Mountaineering Camp System 
started in 1974. Further information .from 
John Town (who was active there in 1979) 
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convinced us that the area was remote , 
exciting , rarely visited by Western climbers 
and very much in line with what we were 
looking for. 

A team formed , comprising Victor, Mag
gie Urmston, Bert Simmonds and myself, 
and we set about organising a visit. In 
response to a letter of enquiry, the 
Sportskommittee in Moscow sent an invita
tion to attend any 1986 climbing camp, and 
our plans began to take shape. Information 
on the area was very sparse and our main 
objective - the West Face of Ushba North -
was chosen from a Japanese book of moun
tain photographs presented to Victor after 
his assisting in the rescue of some Japanese 
climbers in the Karakoram in 1981. 

Financial support was obtained from the 
Mount Everest Foundation and British 
Mountaineering Council and on 23 July the 
20 or so people attending the Caucasus 
Summer Camp (mainly walkers) met in 
Moscow. A 1 ½ hour flight followed by a 
four hour coach ride saw us arriving at the 
Azau International Camp directly below 
Mount Elbrus in the Caucasus. 

Several formalities were necessary before 

climbing could begin , although our initial 
apprehensions in this respect soon proved 
to be ill-founded. The alien bureaucracy 
turned quickly into an amusing charade 
rather than a tedious grind . 

Firstly each of us had to undergo a medical 
examination which consisted of having our 
blood pressure taken before and after ten 
squat-thrusts and then assuring the Soviet 
doctor that we all felt fit and healthy. Bert 
admitted to having a headache at this point 
which caused some confusion although 
eventually all was smoothed over and we 
were ready to choose our first routes. 

A vast selection of mainly captionless 
photographs were on display ranging from 
shots of the Pamirs to a portrait of Reinhold 
Messner "appreciating highly the camp's 
activity" . How~ver some photographs were 
relevant and with the assistance of a guide 

Opposite Page: Superb technical ice 
climbing in the upper couloir of Ushba . 
Photo: Fowler. 





and interpreter allocated to our team, Vic 
and I chose to start with the "Islands" route 
on the North Face of Nakra Tau (4277m). 
This D Sup route was long and difficult 
enough to get us fit and acclimatized and 
would also give us a better idea of the layout 
of the range before we tackled our main 
objective. 

Various forms had to be completed giving 
details of our next of kin and obtaining 
authority to attempt the route from our 
guide and camp chief. In practice obtaining 
permission was a formality as long as a 
sensible first objective was chosen - "sensi
ble" being loosely interpreted as easier than 
T .D. 

The carrying of two-way radios is essential 
as is reporting to base three times per day . 
This is actually not as onerous as it first 
sounds - limited rescue services (no heli
copters) and virtually no mountain mechan
isation means that the seriousness of the 
climbing is similar to that in the West 
European Alps at the turn of the century. 
Besides, as all climbing parties are on the 
same wavelength it is possible to chat to 
other teams - which can be much more 
interesting than talking to base. 

With our instruction on radio use complete 
it remained only to obtain food from the 
camp store and head into the mountains. The 
list of available foodstuffs was in Russian 
and naively we left it to our guide and 
interpreter to sort out some food for the 
four days we intended to be away from the 
valley. In fact we had brought freeze dried 
food for the mountains and needed only to 
supplement this from the store. Some time 
later we were a little taken aback to receive 
5lbs of potatoes, 5 x 1kg jars of peas, 4 x 
whole salamis, 9 tins of assorted food and 
fruit juice and much more - all for two 
people spending four days in the mountains. 

ELBRUZ 
w __ .,E 
• 56'.ll 
5(,1+2. 
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We later discovered that the fee which we 
had paid ($800 each in 1986) covered each 
individual for 12 roubles (approximately 
£12.00) worth of food per day whilst away 
from camp. Food is cheap in the Soviet 
Union, hence our monstrous , virtually 
immovable mound of supplies. Suggestions 
that the food be returned prompted some 
confusion and eventually we left for the 
mountains with tins overflowing from under 
our beds and (relatively) light sacks. 

Nakra Tau proved a fine -route which pre
sented no special difficulty but was suffi
ciently high and exhausting for us to feel 
extremely well exercised on our return to 
Azau. The descent also enabled us to get a 
distant view of Ushba which seemed to live 
up well to its reputation as the "Matterhorn 
of the Caucasus". At 4700m it could be seen 
to be a majestic double-headed peak with 
the 1800m West face forming one of the 
biggest , most impressive mixed faces in 
Europe. 

Before arriving in the Soviet Union we 
had been rather apprehensive about what 
the Soviet authorities might think of our 
attempting a new line on this face, but in 
fact we need not have feared and enjoyed all 
the encouragement that we coukl have 
hoped for. Our guides first took us to the 
nearby Shkelda Mountaineering Camp 
where we were shown incredibly detailed 
descriptions of existing routes on the moun
tain. These were nothing at all like the 
guide-book descriptions that we are accus
tomed to in Western Europe and resembled 
expedition reports complete with pitch by 
pitch descriptions, details of the numbers of 
pegs/ice screws used on each pitch together 
with several photographs, all supported by 
a detailed Russian narrative. 

Perusal of the information on Ushba 

revealed that the extreme left side of the 
West Face of Ushba North had its first 
ascent in 1956 and a line just left of centre 
was climbed over two days in l 982. Consid
ering the paucity of information available in 
Britain we were hardly surprised at these 
discoveries and the fact that an obvious 
steep ice couloir leading directly to the 
summit remained unclimbed ensured that 
our enthusiasm remained undiminished. 

No detailed pocket maps of the area exist 
but an excellent relief map at Azau Camp 
showed clearly that Ushba is on the other 
side of the range from the Baksan Valley 
and the effort necessary to reach the moun
tain can be equated to reaching the Freney 
Pillar on foot from Chamonix. 

Two approaches are possible: one climbs 
directly up the dangerous Ushba icefall to 
the Ushba plateau at the head of the Ushba 
glacier which is descended to the foot of the 
face - the other crosses at least two cols to 
make a long descent, eventually joining the 
Ushba glacier and so to the foot of the face. 
The former route was chosen primarily 
because the latter seemed so complicated 
that failure to even find the mountain 
seemed a distinct possibility . 

Preparations were much simpler this 
time. Medicals were not required, food was 
not ordered ( due to the vast quantities 
remaining from our initial order), petrol for 
the stove was siphoned from the Sports
kommittee coach and by 10am we had been 
dropped off at Shkelda camp and were 
ready to start walking. 

A ·dreary, misty day dampened our spirits 
somehwat but having been assured that this 
was normal Caucasian weather (and being 
reluctant to spend any more time gorging 
ourselves on full board accommodation in 
the valley) we decided to start anyway. For 
the first hour natural pine forest, a rushing 



glacial torrent and numerous cattle with 
heavy sounding bell collars provided a 
scene reminiscent of the Western Alps , 
whilst the North Face of Shkelda provided a 
most impressive backdrop at the head of the 
valley . 

Our approach soon led to below the snout 
of the glacier and after a steep, unpleasant 
trackless struggle an hour of monotonous 
walking on the boulder-strewn glacier sur
face took us to the point of divergence of the 
two possible approaches where a party of 
Russians were camped. Here we enjoyed 
our first taste of the warmth and hospitality 
of these people. Cold fat and raw garlic 
smothered in home-made tomato sauce was 
forced into our hands, quickly followed by 
an unrecognisable substance resembling 
warm gelatine. Language barriers defeated 
attempts at conversation but arm waving 
and guttural noises conveyed a degree of 
friendship and respect for fellow moun
taineers which I have never come across in 
Western Europe. The walk so far had been 
hot and exhausting and the somewhat 
unusual food on offer was gratefully 
accepted and instantly devoured - tasting 
nowhere near as bad as it must sound. 

Our route now continued directly under 
the impressive • North Face •Of Shkelda and 
three further hours of moraine-covered 
glacier brought us to a good camping place 
on the true right bank of the glacier. This is 

known as the "Deutsch Bivouac" after the 
early 20th century German explorers who 
first camped here. It is really only a series of 
tent platforms cleared out of the moraine at 
the edge of the glacier, but there are limit
less quantities of easily accessible drinking 
water and it provides a superb base from 
which many hard classic routes are 
approached. We had brought a tent as an 
insurance policy against the dubious 
weather and, as we were the only people in 
the area, this was duly pitched on the most 
palatial platform. The lack of other climbers 
and safe interim bases offered by West 
European mountain huts combined to give 
our situation a remote flavour and a sense of 
seriousness somewhere between the Western 
Alps and the Himalaya. Radio reception 
was very poor in the confines of the valley, 
thus accentuating the feeling of isolation. 

A cloudy night with strong winds delayed 
our start but by 7am we were crossing the 
dry glacier to the foot of the Ushba icefall. 
Soviet mountaineers often speak lightly of 
this icefall, but there are deaths here every 
year and caution is necessary. The sun does 
not strike the slopes very early, although 
after our late start we were pleased to see a 
thin mist layer keeping the temperature 
below freezing. The lower two-third5 of the 
rise to the Ushba plateau is easy crevassed 
ground but the top one third is bona fide 
icefall material with occasional very large 

. ., . ~~-------~-~ - ' 

' 
Above: The West Face of Ushba, and the 
Fowler/Saunders Route. This photograph 
was taken from the East Peak of Shkelda 
(4320m) by Hamish Maclnnes during his 
epic 13·day traverse of the Shkelda Ridge 
with George Ritchie, in 1962. In the 
foreground are Soviet Masters of Sport: 
Eugene Tur (L) and Igor Bandurovski. 
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Mick Fowler making the daily radio call from the summit bivouac. Photo: Saunders. 

serac falls , one of which was to completely 
change the terrain in the four days between 
our ascent and descent. 

Four hours after leaving the Deutsch 
Bivouac a surprisingly sudden exit was 
made onto the Ushba plateau . This vast 
sloping plateau has several huge crevasses 
and a bad reputation in poor visibility . With 
this in mind we considered ourselves fortu
nate in being able to enjoy glimpses of the 
surrounding peaks as we skirted the lower 
edge of the plateau to reach the head of the 
Ushba glacier. The upper reaches of Ushba's 
West Face were now visible but a rock rib 
appeared to prevent direct access to the 
small glacier flowing down from its foot. 
Despite lengthy discussions with the guides 
at Azau , we had not been able to get any 
reliable advice on how best to get to the 
base of our chosen route. We knew from the 
detailed description at Shkelda camp that 
the 1982 ascensionists had reached the 
bergschrund by climbing directly up the 
glacier beneath the face , but we were also 
aware that a possible way existed across the 
retaining rock rib to join the glacier a few 
hundred feet below the bergschrund . 

A set of old tracks on the Ushba glacier 
persuaded us to try and descend about ~00m 
and skirt round the foot of the rock nb to 
reach the glacier leading to the foot of the 
face . Much delicate crevasse work resulted 
until, having descended 300m, it ~ecame 
clear that our intended route was virtually 
suicidal. The glacier itself could be seen to 
be in the form of a continuous ice fall and , to 
make matters worse , huge serac falls regu
larly swept the face , triggering further falls 
in the icefall itself and leaving no chance of 
a justifiable approach route. We were both 
becoming increasingly tired and the prospect 
of returning up the Ushba glacier was not 
appealing - especially as no viable way of 
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crossing the retaining rib and descending to 
the foot of the face could be seen. 

However , the potential embarrassment 
of failing to reach the foot of our route 
persuaded us to painstakingly retrace our 
steps back up towards the Ushba plateau. 
There seemed to be only one option - not far 
below the plateau a prominent knoll on the 
rib could be easily gained and whilst the 
terrain on the far side was not visible it 
offered the only ray of hope in an otherwise 
rather gloomy situation. Ironically two 
hours previously we had carried out radio 
contact duties from a point level with the 
knoll but had decided against crossing the 
150m of very crevassed glacier "just for a 
look" as we were so certain that our low 
flanking manoeuvre would be successful. 
Needless to say the knoll proved to be the 
key to our problem and four hours after 
leaving the plateau we settled down on an 
excellent bivouac platform which we could 
have reached in 30 minutes down an easy 
snow slope! 

Although the day had been generally 
misty and uninspiring the clouds lifted 
towards the evening and we were treated to 
a superb view of the face towering above us. 
It was difficult to gauge the exact angle but 
a 100m rock band at two-thirds height 
seemed likely to provide an extremely diffi
cult crux section leading to a 400m ice 
couloir and the summit. The immediate 
vicinity was dominated by Ushba but 
elsewhere the traverses of Shkelda ( 4200m) 
and Mazeri (4000m) could be seen to be 
fine , challenging excursions while Dongus 
Orun ( 4454m) and the ethereal Elbrus 
(5642m) loomed in the distance . 

Despite an encouraging evening the night 
was wet and windy ; a heavy hailstorm coin
ciding with our 1.30am alarm convinced us 
to stay put and keep our fingers crossed for 

the day after. Naturally the weather turned 
out to be perfect and we were soon cursing 
our decision not to start. 

The· day was spent gazing at the face , 
checking the approach , drying our equip
ment and fashioning a "pricker' ' for the 
stove out of a strand from Victor's head
torch wire. We were very proud of this 
improvisation which we hoped would solve 
the problem of the stove 's increasing unre
liability. 

1.30am on 3 August proved to be as 
windy as the night before but the tempera
ture was much lower , the sky clear and our 
minds more at ease with this apparently 
regular weather pattern. 

An easy snow slope followed by a single 
abseil made a mockery of a direct approach 
up the glacier and placed us in a position 
200m below the bergschrund , only 30 
minutes after leaving our bivouac site . 
Nevertheless, even this far up the glacier, 
we were exposed to serac falls and were 
pleased to be across the bergschrund by 
5am and making good time on 50° ice 
towards the first rock outcrops. The climb
ing was in a superb position but no great 
technical difficulties were encountered and , 
after a few sections of Scottish IV the crux 
section was reached at 11am. The 1982 
route moves well to the left here around the 
left end of the steep band guarding access to 
the prominent couloir cleaving the upper 
one third of the face . From the detailed 
report at Shkelda Camp, it seemed that bad 
weather had prevented the Soviets from 
attempting the direct line and forced them 
to take a faint rib leading up to the North 
Ridge 100m from the summit. Our luck was 
holding - a superb , clear day had developed 
with perfect views of the entire Western 
part of the range. 

· The section above had looked to be the 



Descending the North Ridge of Ushba, with Chatyn below right, and Pie Shurovsky below left. Photo: Fowler. 

crux from a distance and closer acquaintance 
confirmed this. However , we were blessed 
with magnificent conditions ; the thin ice 
smears adorning the obvious line of weak
ness had thawed the previous day but were 
now in perfect condition and offered very 
hard spectacular grade V mixed climbing 
for two pitches until we were able to gain 
the base of the couloir. Exhaustion and 
altitude were beginning to take their toll as 
progress slowed to a crawl. Although the 
difficulties of the couloir nowhere exceeded 
grade IV it was 8pm before we reached the 
summit. 

Our guide had told us that a good bivouac 
site could be found here, so knowing the 
Soviets' appreciation of comfort (immacu
late bivouac sites can be found in the most 
unlikely places) we were somewhat surprised 
to find a true knife edge of ice forming the 
highest point , with the crest of a rock ridge 
30m down having been hacked away to 
form the only vaguely habitable spot. 

With the temperature dropping rapidly to 
considerably below Western Alpine summer 
levels we struggled vainly with the stove 
before abandoning our efforts and suc
cumbing to the need for sleep. We were 
content with the day - our main objective 
had materialized into a 1600m TD+/ED
mixed route which now lay behind us. 

A perfect morning almost tempted us to 
traverse across to Ushba South but exhaus
tion and continuing stove problems saw us 
starting very late and descending the knife 
edge ice arete forming the North Ridge. Six 
hours later, after Victor had climbed 50m to 
free the rope on the very last abseil , we were 
back on the Ushba plateau . 

A solitary party of four Soviets were 
camped here and showed us the same 
degree of hospitality and friendship that we 
had experienced on the way up to the 
Deutsch Bivouac. Their food lacked the 

ethnic value of the "fat and gelatine" but 
soup and tea were gratefully accepted after 
our stove-enforced period of dehydration . 

These climbers had never before met any 
British people, let alone without an atten
dant ' Intourist' guide (moutaineering seems 
to be one of the few ways to meet the Soviet 
people in a completely free and easy-going 
atmosphere) and an enlightening couple of 
hours was spent discussing topics ranging 
from mountaineering to Chernobyl. 

They were setting out to do the traverse 
of both peaks of Ushba (TD) and their 
climbing equipment and sheer willpower 
deserve mention. Apart from the obligatory 
bunch of titanium ice screws and rock pegs 
they could have been climbing in Western 
Europe in the 1930s. Sailing rope, absorbent 
bendy leather boots, home-made flimsy 
gloves and ice daggers are hardly the sort of 
gear one would expect to see in use on a 
major TD route in France or Switzerland. 
Nevertheless, these climbers were quite 
happy with their equipment and in particular 
forcefully stressed the superiority of their 
sailing rope. We were full of respect for 
their ability and willpower and the meeting 
brought home to us the fact that it is all too 
easy to denigrate other people's efforts 
when using equipment designed 50 years 
later. We were almost embarrassed by our 
comparatively posh and expensive gear as 
we bid our farewells and headed off towards 
the top of the Ushba icefall. 

Here we were somewhat shocked to find 
that the entire upper quarter of the fall had 
collapsed since our ascent. Our descent was 
accomplished by struggling as fast as possible 
over freshly broken ice blocks and wonder
ing at the Soviets' apparent lack of respect 
for this infamous, and clearly dangerous , 
icefall. 

In marked contrast to four days before
hand the Deutsch bivouac was festooned 

with tents - all pitched on inferior sites to 
ours which, as the only unoccupied one, sat 
perched in the very best place. Again we 
were invited to share various interesting 
foods while our hosts demonstrated the 
effectiveness of titanium ice screws, giving 
their sales patter on the surface of the dry 
glacier. It was a surprise to see that one 
Russian had a series of home-made 
"Friends" - his early efforts were clearly 
home-made with peculiarly mis-shapen 
components but his latest products were 
virtually indistinguishable from the real 
thing. Also the curious but popular "ice 
fifis" were displayed and their superiority 
over our axes explained . This we failed to 
understand as the technique for their use 
involves making an ice axe placement first 
and then hooking the fifi into this exactly as 
a rock fifi would be hooked into a karabiner. 
Admittedly the fifi is normally used as an 
aid tool ( complete with foot sling threaded 
through waist and chest harness) but never
theless we failed to grasp the advantage 
they apparently gave and resisted any temp
tation to purchase these unique pieces of 
equipment. In fact the only really saleable 
items possessed by Russian climbers seem 
to be the ubiquitous titanium ice screws 
which miraculously appear in vast quantities 
at the slightest hint of "exchange". The 
current rate is 20 screws for a worn pair of 
plastic double boots, and judging by the 
amount of western equipment worn by 
leading Russian climbers, business is brisk. 

The next day saw us leaving the Deutsch 
Bivouac, struggling down the moraine
covered Shkelda glacier, drinking our fill at 
superb clear springs and wandering through 
the lush undergrowth of the valley forests 
back to Shkelda camp . It was six days since 
we had left and just one long day had been 
spent on the face - we felt every minute of 
the six days to have been worthwhile. 
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JORDAN 
by Claude & Yves Remy 
Translated by Anne Dale, with additional material from Tony Howard 

Half past two in the morning. The cock is 
crowing already! Damn! Next it's the dogs ' 
turn to start howling. I'm hot and sweating 
profusely , to the great pleasure of the mos
quitos . The stars are shining in their 
thousands in this enormous sky. The moon 
is casting dark and light shadows on the 
immense flat and silent desert . 

The night is long because I'm either not 
sleeping enough or sleeping badly ; and 
short because dawn is breaking and I'm still 
sleepy. 

As for our friend Jamal As'hab , set like a 
Swiss clock, he has begun his loud prayers 
on the small mat directed towards Mecca . 
This is Islam. 

Half past five. The sun is brushing the 
summit of the East Face of Jebel Rum with 
colour. Then slowly but unrelentingly , the 
sun spreads its colours of fire over the whole 
of this magnificent 350m wall which domi
nates the Rum valley and our campsite. My 
brother , always an early bird , is preparing 
breakfast. In the distance we can hear the 
Bedouin going about their daily occupa
tions ; those of a simple but happy life . 

There's a chance the day will be hard and 
long; we plan to climb a crack which splits 
the middle of the South Face. Normally I 
would take a camera but this time I take a 
second water bottle instead . . . You never 
know, in the desert , water is life. 

We cross a few hundred metres of flat 
land, the Wadi Rum . This region became 
famous when Lawrence of Arabia rallied 
the Bedouin tribes here at the beginning of 
the century. But the mountains emerging 
from these vast , sandy plateaux have been 
there a great deal longer. They look like 
huge ships stranded in a frozen sea . Con
quering these summits started in biblical 
times ... or nearly. Before reaching the 
base of the Jebel , we pass a military camp. 
The men are in the middle of training and 
are shouting very loudly , nearly continu
ously. 

Some 20 minutes later we have reached 
the base of our target : a rectilinear crack 
sweeping up , in practically one go , one of 
the steepest walls of the massif. A sort of 
desert Ula. The morning light casts the face 
into worrying relief: the bulges seem to be 
large and numerous . We find ourselves 
inside a "siq" ( a narrow canyon characteris
tic of these parts) with big walls on either 
side. The birds nesting here utter piercing 
cries which echo for a long time in these 
dark gorges. 

Our preparations are carried out quickly 
and silently , our equipment being the same 
each day. Some ledge traverses take us to 
the left of the crack, the base of which peters 
out in vast , insurmountable overhangs, of 
soft yellow sandstone. A diedre opening to 
the left, but leading us nowhere, moves us 
away from the crack. At least we're folllow
ing a line . .. keeping our eyes to the right. 
How and where are we going to cross that 
huge maze of vertical slabs to regain the 
crack? On the third pitch, fortunately we 
find the solution , a proper ledge traverse , as 
if placed there in the middle of nowhere , 
like a balcony without a barrier waiting for 
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Above: Desert climbing par excellence, on the Jebel Um Ishrin , Wadi Rum, Kingdom of 
Jordan. Photo: Remy. Opposite Page: The East Face of East Dome, Jebel Rum, from Wadi 
Rum village. This face has five major routes, of around 400m, TD to ED Inf., as well as ten 
shorter (100-150m) routes along the base, ranging from British 5a-6b. Photo: Tony Howard. 





Above: Di Taylor on the 5c corner of the East Face Route, 1232 Dome, Al Maghrar massif, during the first ascent. Photo: Tony Howard. 
Below Left: The 'Rock Bridge of Burdah '. Photo: Howard. Below Right: Giant chipped hold, ancient city of Petra. Photo: Remy. 
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Right: Rowland Edwards leading the 5c 
corner on the East Face of East Dome, 
Jebel Rum, belayed by Brede Arkless. 
Photo: Wilfried Colonna . 

centuries . The link is made. We try to climb 
at full speed: now a crack , now a chimney. 
The sun is following us , it is unrelenting , 
omnipotent. May as well drink from the 
water bottle before the contents evaporate! 

Sections of the route, sometimes really 
overhanging , are climbed more easily than 
expected , thanks to the magnificent natural 
sculpture of the rock , weathered by water , 
wind and time. Yves , being very relaxed 
and quick, eats up the pitches with discon
certing sureness . The sandstone in Wadi 
Rum is solid in the main, but does, 
nevertheless, require care: from time to 
time a hold or section of rock breaks off. It 
comes as a surprise and we must get used to 
it. Noiselessly, a squadron of four horizon
tal black lines looms up to our right. Eagles! 
As they come close , it seems like they are 
observing us carefully; they spiral above our 
heads without moving away. We imagine 
derisive laughter from above . "Hey! You 
joints of meat, nearly done then?" Gasp! It 
really is too hot. This time , the water from 
the second bottle is finished . 

Given a new lease of life , we carry on 
climbing. Sat on a belay ledge, whilst Yves 
is "battling" above I reflect on our oppor
tunity to climb in Jordan. Firstly our "con
tact" , Renee Yan Hasselt, a Dutch friend 
working in the Royal Palace in Amman , 
who greatly helped our coming to this coun
try, along with the aid of the Ministry of 
Tourism. So we discovered in the South of 
the country a large mountainous region, 
largely unexplored and hardly touched by 
modern climbing! But the Bedouin have 
already climbed wherever they could. 
These people are particularly agile in their 
mountains . . . Hey , what am I doing on this 
ledge? Ah ... I went to sleep. Strange, the 
rope isn 't moving any more . Hey, Yves, 
what are you doing? I can hear a grunt. 
Settled at the next belay , he 'd gone to sleep 
too! 

The next pitch is a vertical crack dominat
ing the face in a single sweep. All of a sudden 
we emerge on to the flat top of the summit , 
still in full sunlight and our throats com
pletely dry. Generally the summits are 
made up of huge domes intersected with 
more or less significant siqs . These are often 
difficult and sometimes impossible to cross , 
strongly resembling certain glaciers . 

When I suggest to Yves that we dedicate 
this climb to the " unrivalled" Georges 
Livanos , he replies: "Good idea, let 's call 
the route ' le Gree' " (his nickname). 

We start our descent by a route chmbed a 
few days previously (on a magnificent pillar). 
It should be explained that these sandstone 
walls have many bands of more massive 
rock (the, rock is often sculpted with holes 
sometimes forming narrow threads) which 
are very useful for placing protection whilst 
climbing or to fix up a belay . The 5th abseil 
is from a large thread 40 centimetres across. 



When Yves has already abseiled 20 metres 
down the smooth face, I hear a strange 
noise ... and notice with terror that the 
thread is cracking, then breaking. Being 
belayed to the same sling, I shout to Yves 
"The thread's breaking, everything's falling 
apart, hang on!" It all happened in a frac
tion of a second. It takes a lot longer to say 
or write it. 

Only exceptional skill enabled my 
brother to grab holds in full flight, high in 
the middle of the face . Or was it a miracle?! 

This instantly eases the weight on the 
sling which I'm holding locked onto my 
harness, bracing myself on the ledge which 
suddenly seems extremely narrow. The 
atmosphere is reminiscent of some of those 
adventures on the big North faces in the 
Alps in the '30s. 

But at this intense moment, we can only 
think of one thing: getting out alive! With a 
trembling hand, I try and place a peg, or 
insert a chock into a crack with a bit of 
hammering - no such luck. My vision is 
blurring, I'm sweating again, only this time 
it's fear, and now Yves is getting impatient 
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too ... his strength is running out! Finally, 
with a bit of hammering I'm able to "dig 
out" another thread in a suitable spot. This 
soft rock has its pros and cons. Feverishly I 
attach a sling and the abseil rope again, 
much to the relief of my brother. 

I can breathe again. It was touch and go 
for us ... in a big way. Even for the greatest 
of climbs, we don't want to die. 

Our descent proceeds without further 
incident. Once is enough! Lower down we 
come across a group of soldiers. They 
kindly invite us, after the customary greet
ings, to sit with them. As a lively discussion 
gets under way (a mixture of Arabic, 
English and French) they offer each of us, 
along with an open smile, a good strong cup 
of very sweet tea. 

Ah! To drink. Isn't it wonderful? 
Jordan - General Information 

The capital of Jordan is Amman. It is 6 
hours by plane from Europe. A visa is neces
sary to enter the country. It can be obtained 
on the spot. Currency and exchange rate: 1 
Jordan Dinar (1 J.D. is divided up into 1000 
fils) = 6.5 Swiss Francs, or approximately 
£2.00. 

Left: The vastness of Wadi Rum, from Jebe/ 
Abu Judaidah , looking east. Photo: Remy. 

An international driving licence is compul
sory in order to drive a hire car. 

Medical: nothing is compulsory; however 
it is advisable to be vaccinated against 
tetanus, hepatitis A and typhoid fever. 

Language spoken: Arabic and, as a second 
language, English (essential!). Important to 
note is the fact that Jordan is a peaceful coun
try, ruled by King Hussein. 

Tourism - whilst staying in the country you 
must visit PETRA, the famous "rose-red" city, 
carved out of the solid rock, hidden in the 
mountains and only accessible via narrow, 
deep gorges. If you want to enjoy yourselves 
go and swim in the aquatic paradise, the Red 
Sea, at Al Aqabah (or the Gulf of Aqaba). 

Helpful hints for day to day life in Jordan: 
Jordan, whose religion is mainly Moslem, 
has a culture, habits and a tempo very diffe
rent from our Western countries. 

Respecting the customs is clearly polite
ness. Remember that in certain cases the law 
of retaliation can still be applied! 

Always greet someone and eat with your 
right hand. Never refuse an invitation. It is 
common courtesy to ask permission before 
photographing someone. Avoid it altogether 
with women, as it is nearly always forbidden 
to photograph them. So, don't insist. (The 
latter point applies especially to the Bedouin 
of Wadi Rum). 

The week-end in Jordan: Thursday after
noon and Friday. 

Climbing is a very recent sport in this coun
try. You can imagine the advantages and 
disadvantages which this can bring. For the 
time being, only one massif has been 
explored to a slight extent: the Wadi Rum. 
This massif, situated in the desert, is in the 
South, thus relatively close to Aqaba. It wou Id 
seem that Wadi Rum is the most interesting 
and important massif lending itself to rock 
climbing at all levels. 

The mountains (which sometimes look like 
the Dolomites) have a variation in elevation 
up to 800m, but the steep faces go up to 500m 
maximum. The highest point of the massif is 
the Jebel Rum at 1754m. 

Access to Wadi Rum is 5 hours by road 
from Amman (350 kms) or I hour from Aqaba 
(70 kms). At Wadi Rum, a Bedouin village at 
the end of the road, there is a police station, a 
small shop and lots of drinking water. Camp
ing is unrestricted. 

Wadi Rum for the time being at least, is 
devoid of mountain rescue services. Thus it is 
earnestly recommended to come climbing in 
a group. (Two teams of two, i.e. a minimum of 
four people). 

Sometimes, the mountains look like vertical 
towers, like the two on Nassraniyyah and the 
Traif al Ma rag - seen from the western side -
which have a striking resemblance to the Tre 
Cima di Lava redo in the Dolomites. 

Equipment and Protection: usual climbing 
gear with fr1ct1on boots of course. The pitch 
lengths are 45m, but because of the many 
abseils a 50m double would be useful. 

_Chocks: A set of rocks, Friends and hexen
tncs. Also take lots of slings, some long ones 
(2 or 3m) for abseils. A hammer and a few 
different pegs could be useful. We noticed 
great wear on the ropes (due to heat and 
especially rock). We therefore advise those 
planning a long intensive climbing trip, to 
take a spare rope, not forgetting tens of 
metres of slings/cords. 

Descent routes: usually by abseil. 
The routes at present require a certain 

amount of commitment due to the isolated 
nature of the massif. The isolation becomes 



all the greater the more you go into the desert. 
Take a first aid kit with you . Favourable times : 
spring and autumn . 

At Wadi Rum itself, there is climbing 
nearby (15 minutes to 1 hour's walk in). If you 
want to go farther afield you can hire the 
services of a Bedouin and his vehicle. A prac
tical solution . 

Cost : prices in Jordan (food , accommoda
tion , hotels, car hire, etc.) are similar to Euro
pean prices. 

Travel : by plane a round trip can be made 
for about 3000 FF. 
WADI RUM 
Historical Notes from Tony Howard 
This unique area of desert mountains 
described by Lawrence as "Rumm the magni
ficent, vast, echoing and godlike " was first 
visited by climbers (other, that is, than the 
Bedouin) in 1953 when Charmian Longstaff 
and Sylvia Branford (wife and daughter of 
Tom Langstaff) reached the summit of Jebel 
Rum by the now classic Sheikh Hamdan 's 
Route. Then, in 1984 a group of four English 
climbers including myself were invited to 
explore the area by the Ministry of Tourism. 
In 1985 our numbers grew to include Wilfried 
Colonna, a French Guide, then the two Remy 
brothers from Switzerland arrived in spring 
1986. In autumn 1986 guides from all European 
Alpine counties were invited, and a number 
of French climbers hearing of the wealth of 
climbing in this beautiful and easily accessi
ble area joined in the fun. 

The result is a Guide book entitled Treks & 
Climbs in the Mountains of Rum & Petra, 
describing approximately 140 routes from 
walks and camel treks to extreme rock, pub
lished by Cicerone Press in March, collated by 
Tony Howard and sponsored by the Ministry 
of Tourism. These routes obviously include 
many classics such as the trek through the 
Secret Canyon of Petra, the 400 metre climbs 
on the East Face of Jebel Rum and the west 
face of the Nassrani Towers, and the amazing 
rock playground of El Barrah Canyon tucked 
away in the heart of the massif and fu II of 150 

metre test pieces. We have however only 
tasted the cream of the area and many more 
classics await the newcomer. 

Both walkers and climbers are more than 
welcome in this land of the Bedouin where 
"Ah Ian wa Sahlan" (welcome, twice wel
come) is the greeting at every camp. The 
scenery and the climbing are magic and the 
weather in spring and autumn superb. The 
cost of approximately £300 to £350 return 
including a couple of hotel nights represents 
the only major expense. For travel details 
contact James Smith, Jasmin Tours, High 
Street, Cookham, Berks. SL6 9SQ. The Jorda
nian Ministry of Tourism may be contacted at 
P.O. Box 224, Amman, Jordan. 

Top: The twin towers of Nassraniyyah from 
Jebe/ Rum. Above: Le Mot de la Fin, on 
the Nassraniyyah. Photos: Remy. 
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Above: A view of Cr~ag Urbhard, one o! the fourteen crags associated with Faina van, on the north coast of Scotland. Photo Andy Nisbet . 
Opposite Page: Kevin Murphy on the first ascent of Destitution Rdad (V) , on the East Face of Sgurr nan Clach Geala, in the Fannichs. 
Photo: Murphy Collection. 

NORTH WEST ICE 
by Andy Nisbet 
Wilderness is becoming yesterday's word in 
the face of increasing technicality. This arti
cle sets out to ignore the desperate problems 
within sight of the bar and goes exploring 
the remote icefalls of north-west Scotland. 
Most of the well-known climbs in the north
west are in the high mountain corries , like 
Beinn Bhan , Coire Mhic Fhearchair and 
Beinn Dearg which are slowly losing their 
wilderness atmosphere . So I will concentrate 
on the lesser-known mountains and several 
low level waterfalls which have received 
surprisingly little attention. Many of these 
waterfalls take time to freeze but fortu
nately the coldest weather is usually accom
panied by sunshine, when high pressure 
over Scandinavia and depressions racing 
through the English Channel suck in Siberian 
air and the north-west is in the rain shadow. 
Such conditions are not rare ; most winters 
have 2-3 weeks . The four weeks of February 
1986 were rarer, but similar spells occurred 
in January/February 1979 and December/ 
January 1981/82. 

It takes a strong will to add another three 
hours to your journey by driving past Glen
coe, Nevis and Meaghaidh; and not many 
do, which has been fortunate for the more 
adventurous . The prolonged cold weather 

32 

last February saw the downfall of many of 
the outstanding icefalls so now the official 
secrets act has been waived. Most of the 
regular new routists were active in the 
north-west last February. Since this 
amounts to less than one pair per corrie , it 
was hardly spoiling the wilderness atmos
phere which is the key to appreciation of the 
north-west. 

Even the mountains are cluttered in 
Glencoe; for me the wide open expanses of 
snowy moorland penetrated by spectacular 
white peaks win hands down. And I think I 
can argue that the ice climbing is just as 
good. It was extraordinary last February , 
while belaying on unclimbed icefalls , to 
contemplate the scene if all this ice was 
suddenly transported to Glencoe - the 
hordes emerging from the tented metropolis 
beside the Clachaig and sweating up the 
slopes to beat the BMC course , or Plas y 
Brenin, or a host of private guides , to a 
mutilated piece of ice and follow up yester
day 's footsteps and axe holes . Or having to 
get up so early to be first on Point Five that 
you are in danger of catching up the stragglers 
from the previous day . Having started Point 
Five at 3.30pm and still been held up by a 

party that started at 7am, anything is possi
ble. 

I shall start with Liathach , Torridon 's 
most spectacular mountain but rarely cre
dited with fine ice climbing. Yet I've heard 
it said that there are more icefalls on 
Liathach than in the whole of Wales. The 
bulk of the mountain is a compact Torrido
nian sandstone , topped along its eastern 
half by fissured quartzite . The impermeable 
sandstone forms a barrier to draining water 
which is forced out along the join to encircle 
the mountain with icefalls. Liathach has 
three corries on its northern side of which 
the central one , Coire Dubh Mor , being 
underneath the summit , has the thickest 
quartzite cap and therefore the most active 
springs. With nine icefall routes from 400-
700 feet on its back wall , it offers arguably 
the best selection of such climbs in Britain . 

Showpiece of the corrie is the twin central 
icefall comprising Poacher's Fall on the 
right and The Salmon Leap on the left. Both 
are Grade V with 600 feet of continuously 
steep water ice , harder than Point Five but 
far from outrageous. Poacher's Fall is one 
of the earlier climbs of the steep icefall type, 
first climbed in 1978 by Richard McHardy 
and myself, but only recently has its quality 





become well enough known to encourage 
about 10 ascents , making it by far the most 
popular route described in this article . 

Paul Nunn tried the route in 1971 with 
Tony Riley and Bob Toogood, in poor con
ditions which extended the approach to six 
hours. Richard had also tried the route 
before with Liathach enthusiast Clive Row
land. He couldn't understand why his com
panion was so reluctant to return but his 
loyalty lasted two years before he suggested 
it. I needed no encouragement but Richard's 
conscience continued to trouble him and my 
naming it Poacher's Fall was perhaps a little 
tactless . A lower wide icefall is split by a 
rock rib in the top half and the Poacher's 
Fall is compressed into a deep V-groove 
making it look out of condition from most 
angles. The groove has a considerable verti
cal section with fine bridging moves but was 
still the first ascent crux. Last winter the 
prolonged forming period turned an 
innocuous bulge at the base of the groove 
into a 30ft vertical ice pillar which spanned 
the base of the groove. 

The Salmon Leap is almost independent 
because of the rock rib. Without the bridging 
possibilities of the Poacher's groove, it feels 
a lot steeper. Like Poacher's it has good 
rock belays but the arms have to work a bit 
harder. Andy Cunningham and I were joined 
on the first ascent by two Aberdeen lads 
who traversed across from Poacher's, having 
been discouraged from their first grade V by 
the unexpected vertical section. These two 
routes and Umbrella Fall form quickly , 
requiring (at a guess) only a few days of 
sufficiently cold weather. Umbrella Fall 
(JV) is towards the left side of the back wall 
and although the ice umbrella encountered 
by Mick Fowler and Phil Butler on their first 
ascent in 1984 has not formed since, it has 
still looked magnificent as a wide cascade of 
continuously steep water ice some 700 feet 
high. Though easier angled overall than 
Poacher's and without any vertical sections, 
it must still test the calf muscles. Two 
English visitors were heard to claim it as the 
best route they'd done in Scotland but 
whether it 's had more than these two 
ascents I don't know. 

While these routes form regularly, the 
rest of the back wall is liable to be more 
fickle, with complete formation depending 
as much on the volume of drainage water as 
on the length of the cold spell. Hence a 
short cold spell this January after a wet 
autumn produced different formations than 
the prolonged cold of last February. In 
particular the ice was able to penetrate the 
formidable barrier wall to the right of 
Poacher's when even after a month below 
freezing last February these were no more 
than tantalising streaks. Yet the iced slab of 
Snow Goose, obviously a slow starter, 
seemed incomplete this year. 

Just right of Poacher's the barrier wall is 
overhanging and the nearest icefall was bro
ken by a roof. Next right was a vertical fall 
which dwindled to a free standing column 
and finally a fringe of icicles just out of 
reach . As others in the corrie were rueing its 
lack of inches, the predatory creature called 
Mick Fowler was seen to swoop round the 
corner (on a tension rope?) ~nd lay into the 
ice column with complete disregard for its 
fragility. Despite alarming cracks and 
booming protests it remained in place, and 
so did both he and Chris Watts. The 1cefall 
also has a very steep finish and must be a 
superb grade V. Andy Cunningham and I 
had seen it two days earlier but by the time 
we collected our ice gear we were two days 
late and settled for the next icefall to the 
right. A very thin steep wall at the start was 
avoided by an icy chimney on the left and 
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the main fall gained above the barrier wall 
(Brain Drain, IV/V). 

Between Umbrella and Poacher's are 
thinner icefalls which have given Andy 
Cunningham and me three more routes. 
The tiered structure so typical ofTorridonian 
sandstone is very obvious here and the 
icefall just right of Umbrella (Snow Goose, 
IV/V), gave six steep ice pitches each 
delightfully varied in shape , with five nice 
big belay ledges . Pitches four and five were 
the best, the fourth being a thickly iced slab 
which allowed you to stay just in balance as 
it curved rightwards between icicle fringes , 
and the fifth which finished with a short 
free-standing icicle giving some precarious 
moves and a gigantic thread runner. The 
right hand of the three ( White Tiger, V) 
provides the most continuously steep ice in 
the corrie with a short vertical prelude to 
four pitches in the 70-85° range and each 
one again a different shape. Unfortunately 
it ends at a steep rock wall just below the top 
and a long traverse into Salmon Leap was 
used to finish. 

Caire Dubh Mor is the central of Liath
ach's three northern carries. Nearer the 
road (east end) is Caire Dubh Beag. Once 
again prime conditions see the back wall of 
this corrie become plastered in icefalls but 
the lines aren't as continuous as on its 
neighbour. The largest amount of ice and 
the most regular in condition (probably 
forming quickly) is the central of three lines 
on the main cliff. Headless Gully is unusual 
in that it seems to become harder as the 
amount of ice increases. On the first ascent 
in 1984 Steve Kennedy and I were groping 
around the corrie in thick mist looking for 
ice (it had been thawing for a week). We 
found Clive Rowland's route Footless Gully 
to be bare but further right was a thick , 
squat icefall leading up into the mist. With 
little chance of anything better elsewhere 
we followed it upwards and it led deceptively 
steeply to a terrace. The continuation was 
on its way out; a hard kick would have depo
sited me and a pile of slush back on the 
terrace. At about 30 feet was a cave where I 
could squeeze in behind the ice and after a 
rest and some rock runners, chimney up 
between ice and rock until a swing out on to 
the front and a more solid bulge led to 
another terrace. Last year there was only a 
straight steep icefall with no hint of chimneys 
or caves. The route was repeated by Wilson 
Moir, Niall Ritchie and Johnny "Optic" , 
thinking it a first ascent and grading it V . 
Their grade was confirmed by three Glasgow 
JMCS lads two weeks later, and we settled 
for IV/V (variable). 

Footless Gully (IV , 1977) was the first 
steep route in the corrie and seems a sur
prising choice for Clive Rowland, since 
there is usually thicker ice nearby . Also the 
escapes on the left into the easy gully look 
rather obvious froin below . The first pitch is 
a narrow chimney of evil appearance and at 
least one repeat ascensionist has had a 
gripper, being unable to get into the chimney 
or get any protection on the outside. 
Perhaps another route which gets harder 
with the build-up. The right hand of the 
three obvious ice lines in this corrie often 
has trouble getting over a big overhang near 
its base. It was nearly complete last winter, 
complete if you count an 80 foot, plumb 
vertical, one inch smear on the blank wall to 
its right! John Mothersele and I didn't count 
it and climbed a less direct but still impressive 
start up a very steep corner to the left. 
We're still convinced the bottom 15 feet was 
overhanging;-thereafter it relented to vertical 
for the next 60 with excellent bridging. We 
returned to the right-hand line after two 
pitches, so the direct start is still unclimbed. 

We argued over the grade of The Execu
tionerand compromised at IV/V (surely the 
commonest and most meaningless grade 
these days). 

In the back left corner of the corrie is an 
icicle. It looks really small from the path 
and really big from underneath. We had 
walked past the corrie three days in a row 
before Andy Cunningham persuaded me it 
was worth a visit. He had already called it 
The Snotter from the way it drooled out 
from under a nose of rock . I was soon forced 
to swallow my scorn as it turned out to be 
about the size of the Elliott's Downfall icicle 
in Glencoe; and he was definitely leading it. 
Nor could he clip into his axes, because 
we'd been having the usual ethical debate 
all week , and he was of the pure opinion . 
The penalty was a single ice screw between 
him and the deck for most of the initial 
plumb vertical 50 feet , something I would 
never have accepted myself. I clipped to 
remove the crucial screw, demonstrating a 
mixture of pigheadedness and sore arms. 

The third corrie, the most remote and by 
far the most picturesque, is Caire na Caime , 
surely one of Scotland's most magnificent. 
Standing in the centre, you are almost 
completely ringed by craggy ridges, from 
Liathach main summit on the left, along its 
Am Fasarinen ridge to Mullach nan Rathain, 
and on the right and curving behind you , the 
Meall Dearg ridge containing the Northern 
Pinnacles . Here is mostly buttress and gully 
rather than icefall. There are several recent 
grade IV gullies , one older one and a host of 
easier gullies of murky history. 

Before moving on, mention must be made 
of icefalls on the south side of Liathach, 
particularly the two obvious icefalls on the 
south-east buttress of Spidean. They are on 
the road side of the main summit and 
intriguing to all who drive past, though the 
curiosity is almost always idle with the steep 
and arduous approach being all too obvious. 
They also catch all the sun and as a result 
neither has been climbed direct(?). The 
right one is Pyramid Buttress (IV, 1977) 
while the left is unnamed as yet (IV, Ken 
Hopper and Clive Rowland last February). 
Although the rest of the south side has less 
continuous rock than the back, the individual 
tiers are still formidably steep. Several short 
routes exist, the most impressive being a 
250ft fall on the back wall of Toll an Meith
each, climbed by Martin Moran this year. 
The route started with ferocious pulls over 
an overhang before relenting to 80°. The 
second pitch was a full ropelength up a 
tremendous ice spout , vertical for the first 
30ft. 

Amongst the range of hills to the south of 
Glen Torridon is Fuar Thall whose South
East corrie has yielded some fine ice climbs 
to the London team. To the right of Fuar 
Folly and the more direct line The Fuhrer is 
the prominent icefall of Tholl Gate (Phil 
Butler and Mick Fowler , VIVI). This had 
been eyed up by several teams over the 
years before its ascent in 1984 (Al Rouse 
had even been up to its foot) but a very 
steep section was slow to form, perhaps due 
to the lack of ground water. On its first 
ascent the icefall was composed of disinteg
rating organ-pipe icicles, but Phil Butler 
cracked it with a very necky lead. In 1986 
the icefall never formed despite the pro
longed cold, whereas in 1987 it was very 
thick and looked "straightforward". Right 
of this and up towards the cul-de-sac gully is 
a line of ice streaks, scene of yet another 
Fowler coup, when he and Chris Watts beat 
local resident Martin Moran by an hour, 
despite the 600 miles longer approach. It 
has been subtly named Pipped at the Post 
(mild V). The cul-de-sac gully itself is Cold 



Caire Dubh Beg, Liathach. Photo: Nisbet. 

Hole (V), climbed on the same day. Its only 
difficulty is an iced corner reminiscent of 
the other well-known cul-de-sac, Labyrinth 
Direct, except that this one is its big 
brother , 160ft of near verticality and a big
ger roof on top forcing you out on to the left 
wall. 

Coire Mhic Fhearchair of Beinn Eighe is 
as spectacular as any of Scotland's corries, 
particularly in winter, but the deeply fissured 
quartzite drains away most of the water and 
I shall conveniently dismiss the climbing as 
"mixed". There are some icefalls on the 
lower sandstone tier , particularly below 
East Buttress , but these generally serve as a 
prelude to one of the great mixed routes 
above. Sail Mhor is the formidable sandstone 
bastion on the right at the entrance to the 
corrie . Apart from three easy gullies, its 
defences allow just one icefall which had 
been eyed up by many passers-by already 
mentally committed to mixed routes. It _was 
only climbed last February by Aberdom_ans 
Brian Findlay and Greg Strange (Achilles 
IV/V). The crux was a free-standing ice 
pillar some 30ft in height. A week later 
Andy Cunningham and Willie Todd arrived 
at its foot. In such a settled spell of weather 
the footsteps survived as long as the ice so 
they knew they were settling for the second 
ascent without knowing who had beaten 
them. The Achilles icefall finishes near the 
big gully to the left ( White 's Gully, II) and 
their consolation was a corner/gully leadmg 
left out of White's. Cleverly named Smears 
for Fears (IV), a difficult cornice nearly 
proved embarrassing for the two soloing 
together. 

Beinn Alligin is better known for its fine 
horseshoe ridge walk . l remember once 
looking at the huge terraced face of its 
southern peak , Tom na Gruagaich, while 

traversing the ridge in summer and thinking 
how tedious it looked to climb. That one 
fleeting impression has kept me away from 
the face ever since, but how unimaginative 
it has proved . In good conditions the face is 
transformed into a series of icefalls which 
have been picked off by Martin Moran with 
various partners . Despite the terraces the 
ice forms thick enough to maintain continu
ous lines up the face with 50m icefalls bet
ween the tiers . The north-east face of Tom 
Na Gruagaich is split by a corner gully high 
up (grade III/IV) and the main climbing is 
on the right of this. The three main ice lines 
start at 600m so should come into condition 
quickly, the time depending on the amount 
of ground water present (ice-climbers 
always dread a dry autumn). Martin rates 
the left-hand and longest (350m) of the 
three , Crown Jewel (V) as the best. The 
crux comes fairly low, a 50m "tufting" pitch 
following a steep ice pitch and leading into a 
shallow gully with six or seven delightful 
short ice pitches comparable to Crowberry 
Gully. The central line is a thinly iced ramp 
called Moonstone (IV /V) but the right-hand 
line (Koh-i-Noor, IV) gave the thickest ice 
with a deep blue hue . Martin's first ascent 
partner was Mick Hardwick and it was later 
guided by Stuart Miller who was fairly 
enthusiastic (something to do with " the best 
ice in Scotland"). 

On the face below and left of the main 
gully is Jee Gem (IV/V, Martin Moran and 
Steve Chadwick), more of a water ice climb . 
The highlight was a thickly iced corner with 
superb bridging moves over a roof. 

Despite my bypass of the Applecross hills 
(being well enough known already?) two 
fine icefalls on the headwall of the South 
corrie of Sgurr a Chaorachain defy omission . 
Both are superb spouts of steep ice, Excita-

ble Boy (IV /V) on the left and Blade Runner 
(IV) on the right (Pete Long and Barry 
Owen, February 1986). Good conditions 
include a road open to the Bealach na Ba (it 
isn't ploughed) because the approach is 
then half a mile across the plateau followed 
by descent down an easy gully beside the 
transmitter mast. 

If you've managed- to avoid arriving in 
Torri don in the dark and leaving in the dark 
as most do , you'd be blind to miss the water
fall on Beinn a' Mhuinidh, across Loch 
Maree from Kinlochewe. There must be a 
lot of blind folk around because it remained 
unclimbed until 1984. Its base is about 
1200ft above the Loch (which is nearly at 
sea level) and it holds a hefty flow on a wet 
day, yet it freezes fairly readily (most win
ters) the colder the weather the better. The 
fall looks small from the road (I've heard 
that before somewhere) and can easily be 
underestimated. Phil Thornhill and I saun
tered the three miles along the lochside on a 
rest day to knock off this wee icefall, arriv
ing about mid-afternoon. It was very obvious 
from underneath that this was a good objec
tive for tomorrow, not today. Unfortunately 
the tomorrow was thawing and the outlook 
forecast even warmer. The centre hadn't 
frozen so the right side was the only alter
native . After two pitches I was tied to a 
dubious belay in the compact rock under a 
dripping icicle fringe. Phil climbed the next 
pitch very quickly apparently unconcerned 
that it consisted of slush mushrooms. Two 
hours later I was still on my stance, except 
that the drip had turned into an unavoidable 
trickle and I was drenched. When I finally 
reached the stance above I was witness to a 
remarkable belay. With ten separate anchor 
points (all of which were , of course, close to 
useless) , and tightly tied to each, it was an 
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Andy Cunningham on the first ascent of Salmon Leap (VJ, Caire Dubh Mor, Liathach. 
Photo: Nisbet. 

engineering feat born from his rubble cliff 
experiences at Hastings. He handed me a 
moac, which was all the gear left, and 
pointed at a ferocious bank of icicles in the 
centre of the fall. I went in the opposite 
direction, mixed climbing on snow-covered 
slabs trying to enter a small niche. Just as 
despair was setting in, I uncovered a perfect 
moac placement! We graded it V, being 
vaguely comparable to Cascade (Craig y 
Rhaeadr), less technical but more serious. 

The centre of the fall does freeze up and 
though it has a much steeper start than our 
line its normal shape is very amenable to 
bridging. It should become the normal line, 
but I've not heard of anyone repeating the 
route. An attempt by Geoff Cohen and Des 
Rubens failed in the dark - they too thought 
it looked easy from the road. 

The most accessible icefall in the area is 
Fain Falls, a waterfall on a north-west fac-
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ing outcrop some four miles south-east of 
Dundonnell. A mere quarter mile from the 
main road, across a river and up a scree slope 
is this 300ft grade IV icefall (about Point 
Five standard). There are three pitches , the 
top one being the crux with a section of near 
vertical ice. With a base about 1000ft above 
sea level and a lesser water flow, it should 
come into condition slightly more often 
than the Beino a' Mhuinidh waterfall. The 
first ascent party of Brian Findlay, Steve 
Kennedy, Bob Ross and Greg Strange had 
an epic descent, having to abseil the easy 
descent gully (at the right end of the crag) 
and crawl back to the car in hurricane force 
winds. Only those who experienced the 
storm of January 1984 will understand. 
Ironically the storm prevented them from 
climbing the Beinn a' Mhuinidh waterfall 
next day; Phif and I climbed it as soon as the 
roads were reopened . 

Sgurr nan Clach Geala (Fannichs) is a 
"Cold Climbscorrie" whose remoteness has 
kept it fairly quiet. There are at least four 
approaches , all of the three hours plus vari
ety. The gullies are now well-known , not so 
the buttresses. The aptly-named Skyscraper 
Buttress (V) , now with two direct starts , 
must be one of the best expeditions in Scot
land. Destitution Road (V) is the central 
icefall on Culeig Buttress, the next buttress 
left (these are the buttresses either side of 
Gamma Gully), first climbed last winter by 
Dougie Dinwoodie and Kevin Murphy. The 
icefall forms regularly but peters out into 
mixed ground of fierce appearance. But the 
steeper rock in this corrie is very juggy and 
turfy and here is no exception. 

Given the right conditions there must be 
a lot of ice climbing on Skye , some of it still 
to be done. This is as much due to the attrac
tion of a winter Main Ridge traverse as to 
the exposure to mild Atlantic winds. But 
two ice routes stand out , both on the north
west face ofSgurr a ' Mhaidaidh. The Smear 
is the wide ice sheet just right of the 
Amphitheatre , presumably coming into 
condition quite quickly given enough water 
and cold. It was first climbed by Doug Scott 
and Jim Duff in 1979. As Doug said , " It's 
undergraded in the guide. It's steep ; my 
arms were too sore for grade IV - it must be 
at least ... [hesitation] ... hard IV! " 

On the back right side of the Amphi
theatre is an ice-choked corner , line of The 
Icicle Factory (V). Ice-choked on 1 March 
1986, last day of the cold spell, suggests that 
it may not always be ice-choked but future 
visitors can report. Also the ice flow starts 
150ft below the main ridge so it's hard to 
imagine where any extensive drainage is 
formed. It was climbed by Mick Fowler and 
" Victor" Saunders who had already done 
Waterpipe Gully and South Gully (first 
ascent) that day , and "were looking round 
for something to do" . Such enthusiasm can 
only be generated by a 9 to 5 job . The Icicle 
Factory has a particularly unusual and 
impressively steep final pitch. A monster 
icicle flows straight out of a large blocking 
roof and forms a free-standing column some 
four feet from the back wall. By bridging up 
between the wall and the column the roof 
was reached . A traverse on to the front of 
the column allowed another bridge and 
transfer on to an icicle which hung from the 
lip of the roof. This led above the roof and 
on to easy ground. It sounded very scary to 
me but I was told there 's a good ice screw at 
the back. Some consolation if the icicle 
detaches! 

Once north of Ullapool you move into 
much more remote country and beyond the 
normal range of winter climbers . The roads 
are less frequently ploughed so there 's the 
added adventure of not knowing how long 
your stay will be. Inland from Quinag is the 
600ft Eas Coul Aulinn , Britain's highest 
waterfall , which cascades in three tiers from 
a moorland plateau to a sea level glen. It's a 
5 mile tramp across a ridge and moor to 
arrive at its top so the regularity of its freez
ing is totally unknown. Last February wasn't 
exceptionally cold though the spell lasted a 
long time, but it was adequately solid when 
Andy Cunningham and I took the plunge 
and flogged across the moor in powder 
snow, imagining every hollow to be a rival's 
footprint. After seeing the volume of water 
pouring over the top, we abseiled down out 
of duty rather than hope but it was soon 
obvious that we were in with a chance, since 
the steep second tier had a subsidiary fall on 
the right and the last tier had a solid ice 
pillar left of the water. The obvious snag 
was linking these up, which meant traversing 
through the water in a precarious position 



immediately above the second fier, sup
ported only by a 200ft column of slush. The 
second tier was very steep but eased by a 
complicated formation of huge mushrooms 
and ice grottos which penetrated through to 
rock and gave reassuring protection. After 
the cold shower traverse a system of 
grooves led up to a small ledge with an 
excellent belay and a grandstand view of the 
final pillar. From here only 20 ft of vertical 
ice was involved but swinging out on to the 
front of the pillar was in a mind-boggling 
position. We graded it IV/V but it felt a big 
route (700ft) and less amenable ice forma
tions could easily raise the grip factor. The 
subsidiary falls may form regularly, so 
perhaps it is in condition more often than 
you might expect from its low altitude (300-
900ft). 

Keep driving north till you hit the north 
coast and you'll be ready for the walk to 
Creag Urbhard, one of 14 cliffs associated 
with Foinaven (it is a myth that the mountain 
was called after the racehorse). As virtually 
the only crag to have defied a weekend visit 
by the London mob, you can be assured of 
a little dignity here , though whether you'll 
feel dignified after the eight mile walk-in is 
doubtful. Creag Urbhard is a big crag, 1200 
ft maximum , but as it 's formed by three 
diagonal tiers with intervening terraces, the 
routes are not so long (also the reason why 
the girdle traverse was the first winter 
route). It has four named waterfalls (One, 
Two, Three and Four!) with the icefalls 
provocatively named after them. Again the 
elevation is low with the base of the crag at 
600 feet , but being on the north coast rather 
than the west it perhaps stays colder. There 
are two obvious approaches. By Strath 
Dionard is long, flat and tedious, easy if the 
ground is frozen; if not you could well 
drown . On an early visit , ended by a sudden 
thaw, I found myself in waist deep bog sink
ing further every time I moved . It was a 
scary thought that I might have been on my 
own. When the laughter subsided (it was 
prolonged by photography) , I was thrown a 
rope. The alternative, slightly slower but 
much more scenic, is by Strath Beag to the 
east passing under Creag Shomhairle 
(which has Murray Hamilton 's recent E6 at 
the right end and a two pitch icefall called 
Strabeg's Weep at the left end, useful for 
the walk-out day). A col is then crossed pro
ducing an instant panorama of the cliff. 

The First Waterfall is the stream which 
flows down between Creag Urbhard and 
the First Dionard Buttress. Its considerable 
volume requires very cold weather to freeze 
and is grade III if climbed direct. The Second 
Waterfall is grade V and altogether more 
formidable. It drains out of a wide scoop 
and cascades for 400 ft on to the terrace 
below. When Neil Spinks and I first climbed 
it in 1979, it was close on 50ft wide and not 
far off vertical for 200ft in the centre. By 
taking the left side, not only did we get a 
fine rock belay on a tiny eyrie under a roof 
but the bulging central part was chimneyed 
between rock and ice before moving into 
the centre again. On a visit in 1980 the ice 
didn 't reach the bottom although the 
weather was cold enough to freeze the First 
Waterfall which had been liquid the year 
before. In 1986 it was again wide and com
plete , so perhaps the water flow is insuffi
cient to allow formation during a short, very 
cold spell (though the water volume must 
vary from year to year). 

If the Third Waterfall were to be climbe.d 
direct it would be by far the most impressive 
ice climb in Britain - a certain grade VI. No 
doubt it could be climbed if it were solid 
enough but this must be extremely rare. 
The fall drops from the lip of a huge roof for 

Andy Cunningham on the first ascent of The Snotter (V), Caire Dubh Beg, Liathach. 
Photo: Nisbet . 

100 feet just touching a platform underneath 
before setting off down another bulge and 
steep wall below. In 1979 the 100 foot icicle 
was complete and the wall below added up 
to 250ft of plumb vertical ice. Our ability 
was well short of tackling it that year but it 
looked conceivable. In 1986 the wall under
neath was plastered with ice up to 150ft 
wide (perhaps partly due to freezing spray) 
but the icicle was completely absent, proba
bly having fallen down in a previous short 
thaw. Below it was an enormous overhanging 
chandelier which would have stopped us 
even if the icicle had existed. Instead Andy 
Cunningham and I took a devious line in 
amongst the bulges (which still gave 400ft 
never less than 70°). In a spirit of blind 
optimism we kept climbing up and left till 
we were standing on top of the ice and 
under an overhanging rock wall. For once 
faith was rewarded and a short ramp 
breached the wall giving some very precari
ous and strenuous moves on ice, rock and 
turf. The route was a superb grade V and 
Foinaven's hardest route to date. Even 
better would be to include a steep lower tier 
of about 300ft which we tried and then 

avoided because the ice was too thin and 
hollow. 

The Fourth Waterfall is to the right of the 
steepest part of the cliff and forms thinly 
down two tiers. It was soloed by Willie 
Todd last winter. The "fifth waterfall", a 
green icefall in a wet recess on the right edge 
of the cliff, was also soloed by myself in 1979 
(The Green Knight, IV). It turned out to be 
very much steeper than it looked , but it's 
hard to be objective when totally gripped so 
the grade IV is because it's short. The green 
colour was a real eyecatcher in 1979 but last 
year there were only smears. 

I have no doubt that given the right condi
tions the far north-west offers the best water 
ice climbing in Scotland , usually in a fine 
wilderness setting. The substantial walk-ins 
are a penalty to some and a bonus to others; 
while a few routes are beside the road. 
Information on conditions is sketchy but 
many of the icefalls form at least once a 
winter. And as the saying goes, the bigger 
the gamble, the greater the reward. 
Summary: An extensive survey of recent 
ice-fall climbs in the North West Highlands 
of Scotland, by Andy Nisbet. 
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CHULILLA: A Midwinter's Dream 
by Nico Mailander 
Because the wind had transformed the snow 
in the clearing the skis did not grip. Breathing 
hard he kickstepped and shuffled towards 
the gap in the woods , where the tracks 
disappeared into the Black Forest. It was 
January 6 and 20 below. The frost numbed 
his face and made him wish he had not 
forgotten the windproof underpants that 
morning . In the shelter of the trees the 
crystals had retained their orginal sharp
ness . The skis stuck and glissaded , the poles 
flying rhythmically out behind ... 

It had started snowing at dusk in Valence. 
South of Montelimar the snowpacked 
Autoroute 7 had turned into a cesspool of 
slush . Along the Languedoc orcanic gusts 
from the Bay of Biscay had threatened to 
blow us off the freeway. We passed by 
Beziers, whose entire population of 7000 
souls had been slaughtered in a crusade 
against Kartharian heretics back in 1209. 
Then I slept through Catalonia and by 
Castellon. At dawn in Valencia we left the 
tourist corridor and were heading west on 
the N 234. Before Lleria our little van 
almost collided with an unlit donkey pulling 
a cart. A lady shivering in uncounted layers 
of sweaters showed us the morning news
papers in a bar. The front pages were moan
ing about the coldest Christmas in memory . 
As proof they even showed a picture of 
snow somewhere in the sierras . During the 
night the thermometer had dropped to an 
unbearable low of plus one degree centig
rade we were told, while drowsily sipping 
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our first cafe con Jeche of the season. 
Chulilla is draped safely across the saddle 

between the slopes of the Zagamuela 
mountain and the fort built by the Moors , 
high on a cliff above a loop of the river 
Turia . On both sides of the pass the out
skirts of the little town dangle down to the 
fields and orange orchards in the valley 
bottom. The river , in huge meanders , has 
cut through a barrier of hard limestone , 
carving out a good-natured midwinter 
climbing area, with walls never quite high 
enough to be menacing and routes always 
too well protected to be called serious . 

When we parked our car in the central 
plaza the town was just rubbing its eyes after 
a long night's sleep. "Ah , sois escaladores? 
De Alemania? Muy bien! Hay un libro de 
las vias en el Bar de la Juventu , cerca de 
aquf. " Another cafe con Jeche later we had 
copied the routebook in the local climbers' 
caf. We had also learned that there was an 
"official and free campsite at the Fuente de 
las Pe/mas, four kilometres along the road 
to the Villar del Arzobispo . Soon we were 
sauntering along one of the steep little 
alleys in the maze of streets funnelling down 
to the river. The old ones were sitting on the 
doorsteps in the sun , knitting and exchang
ing the latest gossip . Everybody gave us the 
time of day. The village urchins, free from 
school for the Christmas hols, careened 
down the hill on their skateboards shouting 
"O la escaladores! " when we passed bv. 

La l'ciicta , the 50 metre wall guard ing the 

Arab stronghold towards the southwest , 
was just the ticket to get the juices flowing in 
our bodies suddenly jerked out of hiberna
tion . The well defined tieback flakes of Any 
Hall (V, V+ all grades French) at least 
didn 't present an unsolvable intellectual 
problem: straightforward strenuous counter
pressure and bridging. Here it's pro or go 
for people who do not live in the weightroom 
and lack the bulk to clip all the bolts. 
Hechizo de Luz (IV+ , V +) is of the same 
nature , if not as pleasant, and Pequeno Gran 
Hombre (V, V +) climbs a splendid grey 
dihedral. On the second pitch of Crisis (6a + , 
6b+) you 'll be facing a typical Yosemite 
5.10c problem : almost falling, no glory , 
puzzled neurons and superb moves once 
you've won . Our fingerpower , and thank
fully also the light, finally began to fail on 
the strenuous and technical crux section of 
Fantasma de la Opera (6c , 6b+ ). 

While sitting on the sunny belays of La 
Peiieta we had enough time to ponder the 
potential of the cliffs in the shade on the 
other side of the valley . A local climber we 
talked to in the bar that evening agreed with 
the routebook that , but for one route , this 
one kilometere of rock between 50 and 100 
metres high , was still untouched. 

Above: The Zona de Mas A lla, Photo: 
Friedrich Kircher. Opposite: Volker 
Leuchsner on Cequera Temporal ( 6a +), at 
Perras, with the N. W. Face of La Peiieta in 
background. Photo: Mailander. 





The next morning we found out why. Not 
for nothing did we call the body crack with 
a relatively easy roof Los Desnudos y Jos 
Muertos (6a) (The Naked and the Dead): 
the bushwacking to get to the start had 
almost rainforest quality and the sharp rock 
in the overhanging off-width section tore 
my favourite shirt to shreds. All of the five 
new lines we climbed (IV to 6a, natural pro) 
are OK, if not brilliant. However , the 
pocketed grey walls between the cracks are 
definitely worth a visit in a season when you 
wouldn't be drilling with numb hands while 
only half a mile away you could be breezing 
up the rocks in a T-shirt. 

On Saturday we joined the crowds on the 
sunny tiers of the Zona de los Perros, 
Chulilla's answer to Stanage or la Lubiere. 
In this rock gymnasium of 10 to 25 metres 
only the grading and climbing are tough. 
Demanding one to five minutes of downhill 
walking, the approach marches to the 20-
odd routes ought to be bearable even for 
lotus-footed mutants. Super pro and a kind 
audience ensure that you can concentrate 
on showing off your latest in lycra. The rock 
is rough (still) and solid, the climbing very 
similar to the Frankenjura - steep and 
strenuous. Once the upwardly mobile rock 
athlete has mutteringly conquered Spit 
Rambo (6c+) he can work up to the impre
ssive roof of Si Bebes no Conduzcas (7a +, 
6b+) and La Muerte de Quarda (7c+/8a), 
the local testpiece . Lesser mortals can also 
climb at Perros but should be sure to do 
Cequera Temporal (6a+) right at the start 
before the arms wear out. This route up the 
brow of the Perros ridge must be one of the 
best climbs of its grade in the area. 

If, in the afternoon, you're feeling like a 
whiff of Verdon exposure without the 
accompanying anxiety of having to skyhook 
home , just wander along the rim behind los 
Perros until you stumble over the rappel 
point of La Zona de Mas Alla. About 40 
metres below is an exposed but comfortable 
belay, above ano_ther 100 feet of unfreeclii:11-
able country. Six routes from Tronqwto 
(IV+) to Mamy on Side (6c) ensure an 
enjoyable journey back to the rim. Even 
more spectacular than the actual climbing is 
the journey to the start of El Sorriso Vertical: 
a steel cable strung across a dihedral 20 
metres above the ground is used to funicular 
over from a break in the rim to the first 
official belay. Then a tiring bulge and 
straightforward layback , overprotected as 
usual, leads up to a nice finishing crack. On 
your way home to the bar, literally on the 
edge of town , is a cheeky_ needle. The Fisura 
de la Nuit is a sympathetic hand- and fmger
crack that is normally only climbed at night 
after the consumption of large quantities of 
liquor or 'chocolate'. This explains its 
unusually mild grading I suppose (6a +) as 
well as its three bolts. I'm afraid that cactus 
under Saves el Captus Pincha and its rather 
scarce pro will make the arete to the left of 
the Aguja slightly less popular among the 
midnight raiders. 

The whole of the Estrecho, the actual 
gorge of the river Turi a, upstreamfrom Mas 
Alla , is practically untrodden terntory chm-
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Opposite Page: Friedrich Kircher on Fessura de la Nuit (6a+ ), with Zona de las Perras in 
right background, and Zona de Mas Alla left background. Photo: Rudolph Scharl. 

bingwise. Hidden away in this shadowy cleft 
is a beautiful bluewater dam with walls up to 
eighty metres rising on both sides. An 
awkward construction, hybrid of a circus 
tiger-tunnel , a bridge and a via [errata, 
allows you safely to skirt the cliff a few feet 
above the water level to get to the start of 
the Pared de Balneario and the Pared de 
Enfrente. They looked good, but didn ' t 
really beckon to us winter customers. A 
Spanish friend told us that under favourable 
meteorological circumstances the water in 
the dam, as well as the long-maned creatures 
basking in it, are known to pose extreme 
threats to the motivation of normally unfal
tering heroes of the abyss. 

To an outsider, the development that the 
Chulilla climbing area is undergoing may 
present somewhat of a puzzle . On the one 
hand , cliffs like Perros or La Pefieta have 
been covered with a dense web of routes by 
the top-rope bolting spiders. On some 
routes it takes a local 's advice to know 
which holds are off limits, if you want to 
count among the chosen few. Literally the 
other side there are some beautiful classic 
crack lines and faces, that can be easily lead 
from the bottom up, but have hitherto not 
been touched (I'm not really complaining). 
The Spanish climbers just prefer a good 
time in good company to ethics, sweating 
and danger. They must count among the 
most hospitable , helpful and open class of 
our often rather misogynist breed. The local 
population looks at the lycra-clad crowds 
from the big cities with an attitude that 
mixes amused bewilderment with respect. 
Being traditionally a "republican " town 
(the right-wing Guardia Civil doesn ' t dare 
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to trespass the city limits) , the people have 
a soft spot for a breed of somewhat rebellious 
youngsters. The climbers react to this 
attitude by staying out of the orange orchards 
and causing a minimum of trouble . 

We found that our picture of the Spanish 
being proud and withdrawn had to be 
thoroughly revised. The proverbial 
" machismo" was no more evident than in 
the "Stoney Cafe" or at "Morels"' . However, 
the displays of manliness were always 
spliced with a basic kindness and humour -
no sense of the tight-jawed intensity so 
often pervading the atmosphere around the 
rockstars of harsher climates. Nowhere else 
have we seen so many women on the rocks. 
Not as quivering seconds, who climb 
because "he" does , but organizing their 
own approaches and switching leads up 
hard climbs. Although our means of verbal 
communication bordered on zero, the con
tact with the population was casual and 
became really friendly, once we had survived 
a perilous New Year's Eve party together 
and they had found out we knew and cared 
about the Condor Legion. So we really 
meant it when smiling our last "Hasta la 
primavera" and set off on the winding road 
to Losa del Obispo , where we hit the main 
road to Valencia. 

The whole night we pushed north up the 
Costa Blanca and through Catalonia, from 
Perpignon we followed the windy coastline 
east. Then , in the shelter of a truck , we 
battled the Mistral up the valley of the 
Rhone . At dawn , a little south of Lyon , it 
started to snow and the flooded fields were 
covered with ice . 
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GEAR 
Edited by Dave Durkan 

Flexible Stems for Friends? 
Friends 
"Friends do not break", so it 
states in the latest Wild Country 
brochure. In point of fact, they 
can, and sometimes do. From Joe 
Frank of Boulder, Colorado : 

"Recently I snapped the handle 
of a no. 2 Friend. It was placed in a 
horizontal crack with an inch and 
half of the handle sticking out. I 
fel I15 feet with 80 feet of rope run 
out (a soft fall). I was surprised to 
find the snapped-off handle, sling 
and carabiner attached to the rope 
at my waist after I finally stopped 
falling. 

"I do not think this would have 
happened if I had attached a sling 
to the hole forward of the trigger 
slot and clipped into this instead 
of the normal sling placement." 

Gear comments: There have 
been a number of criticisms of 
Friends over the years (price, 
weight, walking into/out of cracks 
etc. etc.), including this obvious 
weakness in the design concept: 
the potential reduction of strength 
when the stem's downwards 
leverage/angle is stopped by the 
edge of the rock. A fal I on a 
horizontal crack placement is a 
good example of this worst
possible situation. Another case 
occurred in Sweden, a couple of 
years back. 

Opposite Page: Wolfgang Gullich leading Gettoblaster (10+) in the 
Rebenfels. Photo: Gerd Heidorn. This illustration appears in the new 

guide to the North Frankenjura by Bernhard Thum, (Herrnstrasse 12, 85 
Nurnberg 20 W. Germany.) 

There have been attempts at 
reducing this inherent problem or 
limitation found in Friends, with 
various expanding protection 
devices, like Jokers, having a 
flexible stem. A flexible stem has 
served two main purposes: firstly 
to minimise the movement of the 
stem in relation to the placement 
of the actual expanding head; 
secondly, to reduce the very 
problem Joe Frank reports, i.e. 
potential fracture of the stem. 

The Clog Vulture, showing position of break. 

In this year's Wild Country 
catalogue, Neil Cannon in his 
article tells all: "Friends Work: 
how and why." This is important 
reading for anyone who uses 
Friends or other expanding 
protection devices. We 
telephoned Wild Country with 
Frank's letter. In reply to the 
problem we agreed to publi~h the 
illustration on page 3 ofthe1r 
catalogue . 

During this conversation we 
posed the question, "Why don't 
you put a flexible stem on 
Friends?" 

Dick Turnbull replied that they 
were working on this 
development, and expected to 
have the main problems ironed 
out in the near future. However, 
they may also create user 
problems, who knows? 

The next step could then be 
their new Technical Friends 
(Mountain 112) being made even 
smaller, with flexible stems, in the 
size range of say Rollers. Or what? 

Turnbull did not reply to this. 
Yet he and we know that if they 
are to retain their position as 
innovators and market leaders, 
then mini-camming devices 
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(without the problems associated 
with today's mini-protection -e.g . 
some too wide, too still, collapse 
of one cam, especially when only 
three, swivel, or simply 
"dropping" out or "bottoming" 
etc.) need to be their new baby. 

Gear Forum 
When we started Gear it was 
intended as a forum, and to a 
degree it has functioned as such . 
Much of the input from readers 
has gone directly to the various 
producers concerned, action 
usually being taken without any 
publication, especially on matters 
of opinion, to make products 
function better. Some now even 
look better! 

One thing we have noticed is 
that some manufacturers are 
better than others in keeping Gear 
informed. The obvious example 
is Wild Country, with the result 
that more information can be 
published about them, if there is 
something of worth . 

Tit-bits like Therm-a-Rest being 
used by the Voyager around the 
world flight were interesting. So 
too the expansion of Chris Gore's 
working brief with Beal Ropes. 
Chris; like Kim Carrigan with 
Mammut, is not just a pretty pair 

of Lycra tights being used for 
promotional purposes. These 
guys get down and study the 
whole game of producing ropes, 
covering everything from raw 
material, chemical and material 
reactions, production methods, 
and testing from in-house to the 
logical test ground - climbing 
itself. 

They know their stuff, plus they 
are forward thinking, and as such 
represent your and my interests. 

Gear welcomes the new breed 
of consultants, who don't just take 
photos at the top coz they're 
famous. 

So manufacturers, more 
colourful consultants and more 
info, as and when it's happening. 

Vulture Ice Hammers 
Since purchasing the trade name 
'Clog' on 30th September, 1986, 
Wild Country has discovered a 
potential failure problem with 
Vulture Hammers manufactured 
before October 1985 and has 
drawn this to the attention of the 
former owners, Barrow Hepburn 
Equipment Limited, who have 
requested Wild Country's 
assistance in bringing this 
problem to the attention of all 
retailers and the climbing public. 

The head and pick of the 
hammer break off where the 
assembly joins the shaft. 

All retailers and owners of 
Vulture hammers are strongly 
advised to return them 
immediately for inspection and 
appropriate action by Wild 
Country. 

As part of Wild Country, Clog 
no longer manufacture Vulture 
hammers and are, therefore, 
unable to replace broken axes 
with the identical product. 
However it is understood that the 
former owners of Clog, Barrow 
Hepburn Equipment Limited, are 
expected to offer, by way of 
replacement and free of charge, a 
Simond "Chacal" ice hammer of 
the type normally distributed by 
Wild Country, or a cash payment 
of £30. 

Returns should be sent to 
Camtec Limited, (t/a Wild 
Country), at Town head, Eyam, 
Derbyshire, S30 1 RD. 





PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

CHRISTOPHE PROFIT - A Short Interview 
This interview was made by Mirella Tenderini 
at Solda, on November 9th, 1986, during 
festivities organized by the community of 
Solda to celebrate Reinhold Messner's return 
from Lhotse . 

M.T. After Messner's achievement of col
lecting 14 ascents ofB000ers, what will be the 
future of climbing in the Himalaya? Do you 
think mountaineers will rather attempt the 
"encha,nements" of more summits, or go for 
difficult routes on smaller mountains (the 
7000ers)? 
C.P. One thing which will change the future 
of Himalayan climbing is the use of the 
parachute. It's something of a revolution in 
mountaineering . To come off Mont Blanc, for 
example, takes 8 hours on foot and 20 
minutes using a parachute, which means that 
you can string several mountains together in 
one day. I think there will be two trends in the 
Himalaya in future: not only hard routes on 
smaller summits, but also using the parachute 
to take the sport in new directions - for exam
ple, jumping from the top of Everest has never 
been done! Before, there was controversy 
between people who preferred to climb 
7000m summits doing harder lines and others 
who were only interested in 8000ers. I think 
one should take the broad view: any direction 
is possible. At the moment in the Alps, there 
are those who do series of summits and those 
who set up new routes with pegs. In the 
Himalaya, it's the same thing. If Messner 
were to write his first book now, I think he 
would call it Eighth Grade, with Parachute! 

And in your opinion, the use of the 
parachute is still adventure? 

Yes, indeed, in fact using a parachute opens 
up the scope of mountaineering . Messner 
said in The Seventh Grade that there was no 
limit in mountaineering. He was right. That 
was ten years ago and there are still harder 
things to do. With so many possibilities - like 
doing summits one after the other - moun
taineering cannot stop developing yet. I am 
certain that in another 10 years there will be 
people doing really hard things both in the 
Alps and in the Himalaya. 

Here, I can try to make a distinction between 
the concept of "exploits" (e.g. Messner's solo 
ascent of Everest) and the concept of "record" 
(e.g. Messner's achievement in being the first 
to climb the fourteen B000ers). 

Yes, that's a record, Messner is the first 
man who has done all the 8000m summits. 
But that is the achievement of an entire 
career. Myself, I don't like using the words 
"competition" and "record" in alpinism as in 
other sports; for example a French journalist 
asked me to name the three best mountaineers 
in the world . I can't answer that question, 
because mountaineers have different per
sonalities. For example, one cannot compare 
someone who does new routes and another 
who climbs in the Himalaya. That's why the 
word "record" in mountaineering is not justi
fiable, it's always an enterprise. I think that a 
record is always adventurous. Take a pole
vaulter who vaults 6m - for me that's a record 
and also an adventure. The world champion 
high jumper, when he has jumped 2m 40, well 
that's an adventure. Record and adventure 
are not incompatible in my book. 

But in effect there· was a race to be the first 
man to have climbed all the B000ers in the 
world, and Messner won it. That's competition, 
isn't it, not really adventure? 

There was some difference of opinion here. 
Other people, Frenchmen as well, wanted to 
get ahead of Messner, and do the fourteen 
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The remarkable Christophe Profit. This 
portrait is taken from the spectacular photo 
book 'Christophe( Profit and Sylviane 
Tavernier, Arthaud Books) which chronicles 
the filming of his incredible free solo of the 
West Face of the Dru 'Integrate'. 

8000m summits before him. In fact it was a 
'race' which had no meaning because Messner 
did some of them twice. In all he climbed 
eighteen 8000m summits! It's obvious that 
those who wished to get ahead had little hope 
and it's ridiculous of them to think they could 
go quicker than him. So that's why one should 
be careful with the word "competition". I 
would never have wanted to enter the 8000m 
summit race and finish before Messner. For 
me Messner in the Himalaya and as a moun
taineer has done everything, and I do consider 
him as the forerunner of modern alpinism. 
The fourteen 8000m summits is an event of 
historical importance in mountaineering and 
for Messner the culmination of a fabulous 
career. When he wrote his book The Seventh 
Grade, writing a book with that title at that 
time was already a precedent. Now there's 
grade 8. Messner has set a precedent in train
ing, he has showed mountaineers a new way 
of looking at mountains. 

Do you think that the "race to the B000ers" 
was somehow responsible for the excess of 
accidents last summer in the Himalaya? All 
those people dead on K2 - someone also said 
that some of the accidents happened because 
of slowness, causing the parties to get caught 
by the storm? 

No, I think there were a lot of people on K2 
last year - which perhaps could in part be due 
to the Messner effect - and that meant people 
took risks, the risk of going on a lightweight 
expedition. Travelling light means risking 
accidents. I don't like talking about that, some 
of my friends died and that's really sad for 
mountaineering. 

What kind of training would you suggest 
for those kind of ventures which seem to 
require both a high level of athletic preparation 
and solid mountaineering practice on high 
mountains? 

Mountaineers climbing very hard are also 
high level athletes, and behind their achieve
ments is intensive training comparable with 
that of other sportsmen, i.e. food and espe
cially physical training. To be a 'top level' 

mountaineer requires constant training. But, 
and this is very important, mountaineering is 
a sport and an adventure. It's not a sport like 
any other, it isn't competitive, cannot be regu
lated by written rules. A mountain is not a 
stadium, a stopwatch cannot be used as in 
other sports, such as in athletics, for athletics 
is another dimension. 

Now mountaineering and rock climbing 
have become a spectacle, followed by a very 
large public. Do you think that that is good for 
mountaineering itself, or detrimental? 

I think it's great. Mountaineering should be 
talked about, shown to the public. I think it is 
marvellous! Before, when one talked about 
sailing no one knew much about it but now 
everyone knows about yachts and the sea. I 
think that for the mountains it's the same 
thing. Mountaineers have a passion and a 
wish to share it with the general public, with 
those who love mountains and nature. 

Aren't you afraid that there will be too 
many people in the mountains? Once moun
taineers were more keen on considering 
themselves an elite. Is it that today's young 
climbers are more generous - or are you 
interested in having a large public following? 

It's true that there are now lots of people in 
the mountains. That causes a few problems, 
as in the Mont Blanc massif for example. But 
the mountain belongs to everyone: it's acces
sible to everyone as much as sport is. 

You are here to celebrate Messner's victory 
... How did Messner influence your concep
tion of mountaineering and rock climbing? 

I've already mentioned Messner's The 
Seventh Grade, that was very important for 
me. It enabled me to look at mountains and 
mountaineering in a special way. I mean 
especially the ethics. Messner has a very 
ethical approach to mountains. Take the 
8000ers for example, there are two ways of 
doing an 8000m summit, either within the 
framework of an expedition with the route 
already made, making the climb easier. I think 
Messner always wanted to do the 8000ers 
honourably, respecting sporting ethics. In my 
projects I always want to comply with the 
ethics of sport. It's important. 

Who else has influenced you? 
I think Messner is the only person who 

influenced me on all levels. His writing was a 
revelation. There are other mountaineers 
whom I have admired, such as Rebuffat, for 
his love of mountains, but what I read in 
Messner's book couldn't be found in anything 
else I read . It was really like a spark, like an 
explosion. He said that there are no limits in 
mountaineering and the effect of saying that 
is completely in the spirit of sport. 

Do you think Messner is right? 
Completely. By his attitude and especially 

in his ethics towards mountaineering. With
out a doubt. 

Reading his books and listening to his 
statements, you'd agree that there are several 
contradictions? 

One can be consistent even when con
tradicting oneself. What counts is the general 
unity. In my opinion if there are contradictions 
they are not worthy of note. 

My interview finished here; Profit looked 
for me later to add: 

The fact that there are contradictions in a 
man shows that he accepts evolution. At pre
sent there are people without contradictions 
who are not developing. Messner is the 
example of a man who has broadened his 
outlook between the '60s and '80s. He has 
accepted progress in mountaineering - and 
now for example accepts that one can use a 
parachute in the mountains. 



Upper Left: Phanthog. Upper Right: Noel Odell in Kharta in 1938. Photo: 
Peter Lloyd. Below Left: Wynford Vaughan Thomas, and Below Right: 
interviewing Harry Ayres, 'the man who taught Ed Hillary his era~', 
during an early Royal Visit to New Zealand. Photos: Salkeld Archives. 

Where Are They Now? 
Phanthog, Fortress Stormer 
A recent edition of the Chinese 
government propaganda 
magazine Beijing Information 
carried a feature on Phanthog, the 
Tibetan climber who was the 
second woman to stand on the 
summit of Everest. She was 37 
when she made the ascent from 
the north with eight male 
colleagues in 1975, less than two 
weeks after Japanese climber 
Junko Tabei made the first female 
ascent from the southern side. 

Phanthog lives now in the 
picturesque town of Wuxi, South 
China, with her husband and 
three children, where she is Joint 
Director of Sport and Physical 
Culture. She has learned to speak 
Chinese fluently and her one 
regret is that her children don't 
know any Tibetan . She has been 
able to go back only once to Tibet 
and admits to frequently feeling 
homesick for her native 
mountains and for gingke, the 
rough Tibetan wine. She has had 
to learn to live with the local rather 
sweet diet - although she won't 
cook it herself. Climbing, she 
jokes, is much simpler that Han 
cuisine. 

At the time of her Everest climb, 
Phanthog, "the daughter of a 
serf", was described in official 
Chinese reports as having been 
subjected to brutal oppression by 
serf-owners since childhood. 
After the Chinese takeover of 
Tibet, she went to work on the 
July 1st State Farm in Lhasa and it 
was there, in 1958, that her 
physical strength was noticed and 
she was selected to be trained as 
a mountaineer. Mountain 
climbing was a new venture for 
the Chinese and they were 
determined to perform well. 
Phanthog took part in the first 
ascents of Mustagh Ata and 
Kongur Tiu be, reaching the 
summits of both . On Everest, 
where she lost three toes to 
frostbite, Phanthog was Deputy 
Leader. Like her comrades, she 
climbed using only minimal 
"inhalings" of oxygen and admits 
that above 7000 metres she was 
moving in a kind of trance, 
knowing only that she must keep 
on upwards. Her achievement, it 
was said at the time, clearly 
demonstrated how the 
revolutionary courage of wo_men 
steeled in the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution enabled them 
to storm the world's most 
formidable fortresses, exposing 
the reactionary fallacy of male 
supremacy inherent in the 
teachings of Lin Piao and 
Confucius. 

Phanthog had proved for the 
party that women could do an 
equal share with men, but sh!: had 
proved it, too, doing something 
she enjoyed. Approaching 50 
now, she feels she could still 
climb peaks of up to at least 7000 
metres, and is only sorry there Is 

little opportunity to do so around 
Wuxi. 
No More The Voice of Wynford 
With the death in February at his 
home in Fishguard, South Wales, 
of Wynford Vaughan-Thomas, _the 
British Mountaineering Council 
loses its Welsh patron and the rest 
of us a well-loved broadcaster. 
Forfifty years this composer's son 
and boyhood friend of Dylan 
Thomas has delighted and 
enlightened radio audiences with 
his war reports, his descriptions 
of social and sporting occasions 
and his wildlife programmes. He 
covered the Berlin bombin9 raids 
and Anzio landings, the Allied 
entry into Rome and the liberation 
of Marseilles, the capture of Lord 
Haw-Haw's mike in Hamburg, the 
Coronation, Indian Independence 
celebrations, royal weddings . In 
recent years he has worked 
tirelessly for the twin causes of 
conservation and a promotion of 
all things Welsh. And always, his 
love of mountains has been a 
dominant theme. He has twice 
trudged the full length of his 
beloved principality, once as a 
young man and again, 

broadcasting as he went, in his 
seventieth year. Covering the 
Royal Commonwealth Tour in 
New Zealand in 1953-4, he slipped 
away from all the glitz just long 
enough to have a bash at Mount 
Cook with veteran guide Harry 
Ayres. More recently he 
presented a television series on 
climbing in North Wales - and 
another on Welsh history. He 
wrote the Shell Guide to Wales, 
and in 1980 his autobiography, 
Trust to Talk. 

Hard to believe, and harder to 
stomach, that such a seemingly 
irrepressible spring of celtic 
enthusiasm has been finally 
quenched. 

Noel Ewart Odell 
Professor Odell rarely missed any 
function organized by the Alpine 
Club, of which he had been a 
proud member for more than 
sixty years. It was no surprise, 
therefore, to see his striking figure 
at the Don Whil I ans Memorial 
Lecture in London on February 
19. Spry and bright beyond his 96 
years, he greeted old friends in 
the crowd, obviously enjoying 
himself hugely. Not for the first 

time, everyone remarked, "Isn't 
Odell marvellous!" It came as a 
sad shock, then, within 48 hours 
to learn that he had died. 

Odell's alpine and expedition 
experience made him an obvious 
choice for Everest in 1924, when 
though he acc,limatised slowly he 
was, by the end, the fittest of the 
party. Climbing in support of 
Mallory and Irvine on their 
summit bid of 8 June, he was the 
last person to see the two alive, 
and his description of that 
moment when he glimpsed them 
through mist still struggling 
upwards, provides one of the 
most tantalizing and indelible 
images in mountaineering 
history. No less, his performance 
in going twice above 27,000 feet 
in search of them when they failed 
to return, represents the epitome 
of selfless expeditionary 
comradeship. 

In 1936, with Tilman, Odell 
reached the summit of Nanda 
Devi, which for 14years remained 
the highest peak climbed to its 
top. 

(A full portrait and appreciation 
will appear in our next issue.) 
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BOOKS 

Extreme Rock 
Compiled by Ken Wilson and 
Bernard Newman 
Diadem Books £27.95 (£24.95 
until March 31st) 
A full review of this long awaited 
sequel to Hard Rock and Classic 
Rock, now in the shops, will 
appear in Mountain 115. 
Rock Games - Escalades aux USA 
by Patrick Edlinger, Gerard 
Kosicki 
Authaud, 340 FF 
'Suspended by one hand, 
progressing without rope above 
the void, finding his way like a 
lizard amongst cracks and roofs 
with a devout nonchalance Patrick 
.. .' describes for us, in words and 
pictures, his American tour of 
1985. 

For those who haven't yet come 
across this phenomenon, Patrick 
Edlinger is a Rock Star French 
style, the darling of Paris Match 
with several films to his credit and 
more commonly referred to as 'Le 
Blond'. 

It is the different attitude of the 
French to their heroes that has 
enabled Ed linger to become what 
he is and produce the likes of Rock 
Games. 

In essence it is an unadulterated 
'Look what I did on my holidays', 
the collective immodesty of the 
whole work is at once annoying, 
but remember he is playing the 
game by French rules and the 
book is not strictly angled at 
anything but an already adoring 
French public, much less the 
conservative (contentious) 
English climbing scene. 

So, free of any inherent 
preconceptions, what does the 
book consist of? 

The writing is given to us in 
three formats, all apparently 
shallow and inconsequential; as 
an introduction to each of the five 
areas visited a sketchy history is 
followed by a single 'hardly 
Hardyesque' sentence extolling 
the beauty and ambience of the 
place, closely pursued by a 
summary of the 'hit-routes' of the 
area . 

The copy may well have been 
restored to favour (mine at least) 
by the inclusion of Edlinger's 
diary extracts. Unfortunately this 
opportunity was far from realised 
and the chosen extracts fall in 
simply with the style ofthe whole: 

'18 August, GRAND ILLUSION -
This afternoon I will try to pass 
the crux. At the first try it is already 
below!' 

Finally the photo captions, a 
strange mixture this, considering 
the standard of the routes covered 
(and possibly therefore, the 
standard of the readers?), the 
captions are commo.nly flippant 
remarks as to the relative 
painfulness of the crack in 
question or the difficulty of having 
to place protection in such 
extreme positions. Occasionally 
we are treated to such gems of 
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wisdom as: ·American climbing 
is very athletic because the 
morphology of the rock is such 
that footholds are very rare. 
Regular muscular training is 
therefore indispenable for 
success on extreme climbs'. 

A further little niggle on this 
front, is the given grade of the 
routes, usually overgraded. 
Examples of this are Polygap at 
5.12d, actually .12b and Wendego 
at 12b/c, actually 12a (a difference 
of nearly two 'E' grades). 

Okay, so that is the writing, but 
what of the rest of the book? 
Thankfully, the remainder is the 
major part, as such, but a handful 
of pages pass by without a 
photograph. All the pictures are 
the work of Gerard Kosicki, an 
excellent and well proven 
professional photographer. The 
quality of reproduction appears, 
and is I am assured, excellent. 

There is a concentration upon 
the action shots of Ed linger on 
hard routes, which prior to 
viewing I would have expected 
soon to become boring. Not so: 
Kosicki's imagination and flair for 
his art, coupled with Edlinger's 
undeniable style make for 
vicarious entertainment seldom 
seen outside the covers of 
Penthouse. The regular non
climbing shots are equally good 
and do much to add to the overall 
temptation to drop the book and 
head for the States. 

In conclusion, if you don't read 
French don't worry, there is little 
to be missed. However, the 
pictures translate easily into any 
climber's language no matter 
what the standard of the viewer, 
and furthermore seem to retain 
their appeal after many viewings. 
Martin Atkinson 
Total Control 
Affinity with Ice 
High Film Productions. £23.00and 
£15. 00 respectively. 
These two videos made by Alun 
Hughes are surprising, not so 
much for their quality and 
content, or for their remarkably 
low budget, but for the fact that it 
has taken so long for climbers to 
cotton on to the fact that with 
modern video gear and simple 
editing it is possible to produce a 
semi-sophisticated product 
without recourse to TV 
companies, helicopters, 20 man 
crews and all the trappings that 
go with them. Total Control is 
easily the best of the two, 
showing Jim Jewell soloing Left 
Wall, Grasper, Silly Arete, Vector 
and T. Rex. Left Wall is the most 
impressive, mainly because more 
camera positions are easily 
available and the route has a 
simplicity of line that suits the 
small screen well. Grasper and 
the Tremadog routes are not so 
effective and T. Rexis remarkable 
in that it is filmed from one 
camera position in one gigantic 
take yet somehow never quite 
gets boring. Pressure of time was 
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obviously beginning to tell and a 
mild criticism might be that too 
much was filmed too quickly. All 
was shot in a single weekend of 
limpid autumnal beauty. 

By contrast Affinity with Ice, 
with Mike Poynton and Paul 
Williams battling it out on Central 
lcefall Direct, Craig y Rhaeadr, 
amongst other routes, does seem 
a trifle amateurish with too much 
poor quality sound and 
unmemorable dialogue. But this 
was a much harder and more 
ambitious video to make and for 
me, despite its technical 
deficiencies, it did communicate 
a lot of the sheer horror and 
commitment necessary to climb 
these icefalls even with all the 
modern gear. 

All in all two little gems well 
worth buying by outdoor centres 
and clubs wanting to show what 
the game's all about. On such a 
small budget, an impressive 
achievement. Only one final gripe 
- can someone blow up all those 
bloody synthesisers and play 
some real music? 
Jim Curran 
Kingdoms of Experience; 
Everest The Unclimbed Ridge 
by Andrew Greig 
Hutchinson 1986, £12.95 (U.K.) 

In 1984 Mal Duff boldly seized the 
permit surrendered by the 
Norwegians when the 'hot shot' 
Hans Christian Doseth died with 
his companion after climbing a 
mighty new route on the Trango 
Towers. The result was the 
Scottish-Pilkington North-East 
Ridge Expedition pre-monsoon in 
1985. 

Kingdoms of Experience refers 
to the variety, wealth and 
complexity of the individual 
reactions of the expedition 
members to the immense 
pressures, both physical and 
psychological, which very high 
mountains can generate. It is a 
thoughtful, introverted, unironed 
text, seeming to let the individuals 
speak for themselves from their 
diaries or reminiscences, without 
the writer imposing too harsh a 
standardization upon their 
endless calculations, worries, 
gripes, illnesses and joys. Though 
the lover of a smooth narrative 
might find it hard to follow, it 
comes over as authentic, multi
faceted, human, evoking sharp 
memory of some of the 
individuals, and some thoughts 
about this expedition among 
others. 

For everyone it was the biggest 
expedition, biggest budget, 
biggest objective yet. 
Organizationally it had to be 
relatively large scale, and 
compared to the quixotic 
smallness of the first attempt 
when Pete Boardman and Joe 
Tasker disappeared, it was. Yet in 
practice the logistics of the mega
route, and the weight of even 
limited oxygen for use very high, 
together with some difficult 

weather, wore out ten climbers 
and some very game ancillaries. 
They ran out of health and push 
only a little before running out of 
time, but did well to avoid serious 
consequences in repeated sallies 
up the ridge to near 8000m. 

Andrew Greig portrays this 
attrition in severe detail, with its 
consequent splitting of climbing 
partnerships and material 
hardships more or less unique to 
the very highest peaks. The 
endless effort comes over as deep 
seriousness, a sense of isolation 
in individuals as they strive to 
survive, 'Himalayan Thuggery' as 
Jon Tinker called it. The 
repetition, hauntings from dead 
climbers in fevered imagination, 
desire for a human warmth in 
totally unforgiving thin air, makes 
the trip sound dire and calvinistic 
when not relieved by adolescent 
swings of mood or Base Camp 
festivity. 

The insidious weakenings 
resultant upon too long at, or 
above, an Advanced Base around 
6400m is too familiar to this 
reviewer. In truth though this 
seems to have been a good 
expedition despite its hardships 
and disappointments, sufficiently 
so in itself and in the expertise of 
its chronicler to merit an attentive 
read. Even relatively young 
expeditions split into 'Boy Racers' 
and 'Old Farts' it seems, but time 
at high altitude tends to swell the 
ranks of the latter. There are some 
interesting observations about 
the Kurt Diemberger-Julie Tullis 
film team in action, and a sad little 
account of the Basque accident 
on the 'easy' North Col Route 
which seems to claim lives 
annually. Always too there is the 
topographical problem of this 
ridge as summarized by Jack 
Long land of the 1933 British 
Expedition: "Well, have you got 
up to our route yet?" 
Paul Nunn 

Basic Gurkhali Dictionary (Roman 
Script) 
by M. Meerendonk 
Bailey Bros & Swinfen Ltd., £4.95 

This unassuming-looking little 
volume, discreetly bound in dark 
green, could well prove useful to 
trekkers and expedition members 
in Nepal. 

The initial introductory piece 
will be of little interest to those 
who speak English but not 
Gurkha Ii, being written in Roman 
script Gurkhali. The English 
preface informs us that the work is 
a by-product of an exhaustive 
Nepali-English dictionary begun 
in 1946. The author bases the 
present work on revisions and 
selections from the 2500-word 
vocabulary published in his 1949 
Basic Gurkhali Grammar. His aim 
is to give a general and useful 
basfs on which to converse with 
Gurkhas, without introducing the 
unnecessary "my Hovercraft is 
full of eels" element so often 



Right: Patrick Edlinger on 
Asteroid Crack (5. 12d), Joshua 
Tree. One of the many superb 
photos from Rock Games, by 
Gerard Kosicki. 

found in foreign guides. Spelling, 
pronunciation and abbreviations 
are all covered, and a table of 
Nagri-Roman script equivalents is 
given, which would aid some 
understanding of the written 
word when encountered on one's 
travels. Nepalese Time, Weights 
and Measures are accorded their 
respective appendices, as are 
Relationships, Words Common to 
English and Gurkhali, Roman 
Gurkhali Orthography, Gurkhali 
numbers, and dice numbers 
(good news for any Luke 
Rhinehart fans going to Nepal). As 
well as all the good, basic words 
covered in the English/Gurkhali 
Gurkhali/English sections, a 
glance through reveals the 
Gurkhali for "plomp!" (jhwam) ; 
"to be ticklish" (kutkuti lagnu); 
"united" (sanjukt) (a must for all 
peripatetic football fans) and 
"winged-nut" (kane dhimri) (in 
case you meet any Gurkhas with 
big ears) . 

Armed with this neat, pocket
sized book, communication on 
your travels/expeditions could be 
made a great deal easier and 
interesting, and with one ear 
cocked to catch exact 
pronunciations, you should have 
less trouble conversing with the 
Nepalese than the Rum Doodle 
Expedition had with the 
Yogistanis. 
Rosie Smith 

CORSE - Les Cents Plus Belles 
Courses & Randonees 
by Henri Agresti & Jean-Paul 
Quilici 
Denae/. 200FF. A selective 
climbing and walking guide to 
Corsica. 
Climbing on the Granite Island 
was always a bit of a hit and miss 
affair. If the beaches and sun 
didn't get you, then often as not 
the pigs or macquis did . If you 
managed to sidestep these and 
other fleshier delights then 
sometimes you hit the rock. But 
there was so much of it and where 
to start? Fabrikant's guide, whilst 
reasonably thorough, is out of 
date, ignores the coast and 
doesn't cover the more modern 
rock routes. English and German 
equivalents suffered from the 
same syndrome. More recently 
Pierre Pietri's privately published 
topo guide opened a few eyes to 
the quality of the climbing on 
Paglia Orba but that's only one 
mountain on a Mediterranean 
island that is formed by a 2,700m 
high granite mass, cut through by 
deep river gorges, fringed by sea 
cliffs and which measures 14 x 5 
days on the foot trails traversing 
the island. 

This volume, in the standard 
Rebuffat format, updates the 
picture and whilst by nature 
highly selective illustrates and 
details more than enough activity 
for any holiday plan . Walks 
ranging from short strolls on the 
coast to multi-day mountain 

traverses across the island are 
outlined. Most, with the exception 
of the (in)famous Haute Route 
GR2O where you will meet most 
of the other hikers on the island 
along with their litter and shit, are 
in unspoilt and wild scenery often 
bordering on the savage and 
isolated. There's even a 
Mediterranean ski traverse . 

Perhaps more importantly a 
picture of the rock climbing 
potential ofthe island emerges. A 
third of the routes have been 
pioneered by the authors, itself 
an indication of the scope for 
development. The Cirque de 
Bonifato, Haute Asco, Paglia 
Orba, the Melo area and 
particularly Bavella are given 
good coverage . Perversely, on the 
coast at Porto, the enigmatic Capu 
d'Orto is afforded pride of place 
and yet virtually no information -
a few unfinished plans or a 
bramble bashing epic approach 
like mine perhaps. Elsewhere 
roadside, low level, coastal and 
even urban climbing is indicated. 

The photography is at times a 
little samey and repetitive but the 
feel of the place still comes 
through . Route sketches are 
provided and herein lies the 
book's main shortcoming. Alex 

Lucchesi's diagrams do not match 
the quality of his Edisud guides; 
topos they are not. They provide 
no detail of grades, belays, fixed 
protection etc.; a very real 
problem when routes indicated 
are not always described and no 
other published information 
exists. It also diminishes the 
book's value to the non French 
literate. That being said this is but 
an irritant compared with the 
previous dearth of information . 

Other omissions are details of 
springs for drinking water, public 
transport (if any) and availability 
of camping and accommodation. 
If the book does its worst then 
Bavella, Bonifato and many other 
spots will be treated to climbing 
invasions just as the Park and fire 
services are clamping down on 
the "camping sauvage". Be 
warned, there is little but "wild 
camping" in the mountains. But 
back to the rock. Of the hundred 
or so climbs detailed I've only 
done a handful. The N.E. Arete 
Wemenage Route) on Paglia Orba 
back in 1969 with Roger the Watch 
is a razor sharp teenage memory 
and Pietri's superb Sure/la 
d'lrlanda on the N. F.ace deserves 
a place in someone's 100 best 
routes in Europe. Bavella 

provides a concentration of 
routes from the roadside bolt 
protected "alpinodromes" to long 
hard serious routes on excellent 
granite. This is Ghjan-Paulu's 
domain - just wander up the 
hillside behind the col and spot 
the bolts and threads on his 
playground. Then go on up to 
Punta Bigornu and the vista of 
rock will leave you boggling at the 
extent of the climbing 
possibilities. Look down the 
valley to Gorgeons, 
Bettembourgs and Afanassieff's 
routes and you'll understand why 
the rock mafia keep coming back 
for more. Have an evening chez 
Grimaldi at the Auberge de Col 
and you'll know where to find me 
this summer. (Take a peep in their 
"new route book" and you'll be 
glad you sought this book.) 

So, if you want a Mediterranean 
mountain holiday, buy this book 
and get on with it. If you want a 
definitive climbing guide get hold 
of Pierre Pietri's Paglia Orba topo, 
find yourself another rock and get 
on with writing it. But, if you want 
sunny climbing with the spice of 
adventure buy this book and start 
reading between the lines. 
John Ryden 
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LETTERS 

Bolts From the Blue 
from Graham Hobbs 
Dear Sir, 

I am writing with regard to 
certain developments in West 
Penwith and in particular to a 
series of new routes for which 
Rowland Edwards tells me he was 
responsible, on the South Coast 
granite at Carn Boel. 

To the left of the now ironically 
named Immaculate Crack at Carn 
Boel, is a blank, dank wall, which 
now sports four shiny new bolts, 
two preplaced slings and much 
recently exposed rock. 

The result of this heavy industry 
is several routes of E4/5, which 
have reduced the wall to a 
butchered and spiritless example 
of designer climbing, totally out 
of keeping with the natural style 
and challenge of Cornish granite. 

Any challenge the wall may 
once have held for older and more 
talented climbers has now gone -
for ever! 

Ethics apart, the impact of this 
kind of visible offensive on 
broader issues, like access, can 
only be damaging . Butchered 
cliffs are not going to improve the 
image of the modern climber in 
the eyes of those who would 
rather have everyone confined to 
the footpath, or to those with 
ownership powers who might be 
tempted to use "environmental 
damage" as a big stick. 

Over the years Rowland 
Edwards' contribution to Cornish 
climbing has been enormous and 
the quality and standard of his 
routes exceptional. But such 
status carries a duty with it and it 
is sad to see his achievements 
degraded by a vain and narrow 
minded attempt to make a grand 
slam clean up of Penwith's South 
Coast, as if it were the Llanberis 
slate quarries! 

That is not modern progress, it 
smacks more of narrow 
obsessiveness. 

As to Rowland's response 
expressed to me that local 
climbers have no right to criticise, 
as they don't climb "6a", I reject 
that totally. 

I know a disservice to Cornish 
climbing when I see one and the 
example of anti-climbing at Carn 
Boel is exactly that. 

I and the committee that I 
represent would therefore like to 
record through the pages of your 
magazine our disassociation with 
Rowland Edwards' activities at 
Carn Boel. 
Yours sincerely, 
Graham Hobbs, 
Chairman of the Lands End 
Climbing Club. 

Rowlands Edwards Replies ... 
Dear Sir, 

In regard to a letter which Mr. 
Hobbs has submitted to you 
recently concerning some of my 
routes on Carn Boel, West 
Penwith. 
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I can understand and am willing 
to take criticism for any of my 
actions and to defend them. But 
to have a personal attack on my 
character and motives for 
climbing I will not accept, and 
especially from a so-called 
cl!mber who has only been 
cl1mb1ng for such a short time. 
Mr. Hobbs says he represents the 
committee of the Lands End 
Climbing Club; some ofthat same 
committee did not even know 
what he had written and he did 
not have the courtesy to send 
them a copy of his letter. I fail to 
see how he can say he represents 
them. Being in such a responsible 
position carries with it certain 
responsibilities, Mr. Hobbs. 

The bolts which he mentions 
were not used for protection, but 
on the belays (two) and are only 
on one route. These bolts form 
the only possible safe anchors on 
truly hanging stances. If I had put 
pegs in for the belays they would 
have rusted away within nine 
months and would have been 
very dangerous in a far shorter 
time than this. Do we really want 
to return to the period when you 
had to carry pegs and hammers 
on routes, with the disastrous 
effect this had on the cracks? 
Cracks become festooned with 
the ends of rusted off pegs. On 
the first ascent, I had the benefit 
of having a good belay (peg or 
bolt) - why should this not be so 
for those who follow? I am not 
personally in the business of 
putting other climbers' lives at 
risk. We have had enough 
examples of climbers being killed 
because of poor in situ gear on 
sea cliffs: only last year a visiting 
climber lost his life because of 
poor in situ gear; surely Mr. 
Hobbs, you, as a local policeman, 
will have heard of this accident 
and would not want an increase 
in fatalities with all the bad 
publicity this would bring for our 
sport. 

I will take criticism if need be 
from those who are likely to do 
the climb, but I will not apologise. 
Perhaps Mr. Hobbs will make a 
date with me and repeat the route 
without the bolt belays, to show 
by example, how it should be 
done. I would certainly second 
him and applaud his efforts for 
doing so. But be warned Mr. 
Hobbs, that once committed to 
the route both yourself and 
second are in a very serious 
situation. There is no retreat as 
any abseil will drop you into a 
black awful zawn and the sea. 

What on earth does an in situ 
sling have to do with an attack on 
the environment, whether it has 
been preplaced or placed on the 
actual ascents (as these were)? I 
had the benefit of knowing that 
these particular small threads 
were there, why should not others 
who follow? Climbing this route 
has enough challenges as it is. I 
am not in the business of trying to 

Sea Cliff Bolts? 

scare the living daylights out of 
other climbers. If Mr. Hobbs and 
his committee feel so strongly 
about slings hanging from routes 
surely they should have removed 
the slings which have been 
hanging from the roofs and routes 
on Bosigran, e.g. Bow Wall, 
Vulcan and Suicide Wall, to name 
but three. I hope that the next time 
Mr. Hobbs and Co. retreat off a 
route they make sure they leave 
no gear to deface the crag, which 
may offend landowners etc. 

May I make another point here
it really offends me to have to 
climb routes of the lower grades, 
where chalk is not needed, but 
which have been plastered with 
it. This leaves a far more obvious 
mark than any bolt would. The 
usual answer is that it washes off, 
that is until the next time. Sections 
of whole crags are permanently 
plastered with it throughout the 
summer, which is the time when 
most visitors are more likely to 
see it. To some climbers this is 
also an environmental problem 
and a blatant disfigurement of 
routes. Are Mr. Hobbs and Co. 
now about to refrain from using it 
on their climbing expeditions? 
One members of his committee 
has already said he will use it 
wherever he wants to. An 
admirable attitude. 

Mr.Hobbssaysthatany 
challenge that this wall presented 
has now gone forever. How little 
his imagination must be. We only 
did three routes on the wall, not 
several (just watch this space). 
Come on Mr. Hobbs, you now 
have the advantage so let's see 
what you can do. If the area had 
been left to the likes of Mr. Hobbs 
the routes in the South-West 
Peninsula would have been years 
behind the rest of the country. 
Instead of moaning about others, 
get out there and do some 
climbing which would give some 
encouragement to the younger 
local climbers. 

On the routes he has mentioned 
I have done nothing new from 
what I have done on any previous 
routes that I have climbed, 
stainless bolts belays, in situ 
slings and removal of loose rock 
has been done on hundreds of 
routes I have climbed and all have 
been found to be justifiable by 
repeat ascensionists. Has Mr. 
Hobbs done any of them? 

As for his comments of a 
butchered wall : the area of rock, 
on the top pitch of th is one route, 
Total Eclypse (E5 5b 6b 5c) was 
extremely loose and dangerous. 
Even now climbers will have to 
take some care. It will, like many 
other loose climbs, clean up and 
others who climb it in years to 
come will never believe the tales 
of how loose it was. Do Mr. Hobbs 
and Co. not realise how loose 
Carn Barra was initially, or that 
parts of Gurnards Head were 
completely unclimbable when 
first visited and that such climbs 

as Day Tripper would never have 
been done had they not been 
cleaned beforehand? As for the 
risk of offending walkers and land 
owners by the removal of loose 
rock, in West Penwith there are 
vast amounts of rock removed 
every year by the ocean, a process 
which has been going on since 
geological time began . Only 
recently a whole buttress fell 
down at Syntax Head, removing 
with it several superb routes, and 
leaving exposed rock. A scar 
which can be seen by many 
walkers, etc. Are climbers to be 
blamed for this or are we to be 
blamed for the block which fell 
from Bishops Rib? Even on the 
particular route he is criticising a 
ledge has been removed by this 
winter's storms. Are climbers 
about to have their rights 
(privilege) of access removed? I 
think not Mr. Hobbs. But what 
may bring attention to it, is 
climbers shooting themselves in 
the foot (think that one out mate) . 
My routes cannot be seen from 
any footpath and walkers are very 
unlikely to try and get into the 
zawn. Within a year most of the 
rock will have returned to its 
weathered state and will be 
unnoticeable (possibly why Mr. 
Hobbs' lack of knowledge on how 
loose some of the crags were 
initially). When I first climbed the 
top pitch of the route the rock was 
horrendous (perhaps I should 
have stuck it back). I really do not 
need to apologise to anyone for 
cleaning loose rock from a route 
and making it safe for either my 
second (rocks on the head etc.) or 
for others, and particularly not to 
someone who is not interested in 
doing the route, as I have been 
informed by some of Mr. Hobbs' 
committee. 

Has Mr. Hobbs thought to 
criticise some of his own club 
members and committee who 
have been involved in stripping 
whole areas of vegetation and 
rock away from parts of the North 
Cornwall and Culm Coast? 
Cleaning which has taken over 
three or four days to produce one 
route . This is not only rock but 
vegetation, with all that implies. I 
am not criticising this, but putting 
it forward as an example of the 
Lands End Climbing Club's 
double standards. 

Removal of rock and vegetation 
to produce routes or to make 
them safe has always taken place. 
How far you take it depends on 
the person doing the route and 
the acceptable risk, which is 
always personal. It is always a 
problem for others but never for 
the climber who is involved 
initially. I hope that my efforts, 
past, present and future, have and 
will always be tempered with 
sensitivity for the natural 
surroundings. 

I also take exception to Mr. 
Hobbs saying that I have said that 
local climbers have "no right to 
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Right: Mark and Rowland 
Edwards in a serious situation on 
Titanic (E6 6b, 6c) at Lands End, 
Cornwall. Photo: Edwards 
Collection. 

criticise" because they do not lead 
hard routes. Quite simply he is 
lying. I will take any criticism so 
long as it is justified, there is no 
way that Mr. Hobbs' are. If he had 
been doing the routes then he 
would realise how unjust his 
criticisms are. 

As anyone who knows me will 
testify I hold no one below me just 
because he climbs at a lower 
standard . I am a professional 
guide and climber, I would not 
have lasted five minutes if I had 
an attitude such as he attributes 
to me. Having introduced 
hundreds, if not thousands, of 
beginners from all over the world 
to the sport (with lots becoming 
personal friends) and having been 
a successful guide for over twenty 
years and now as director of a 
climbing centre, my record 
should and will stand such petty 
name calling as Mr. Hobbs 
indulges in. 

To put into print such offensive 
remarks as degrading, vain, 
obsessiveness and narrow 
mindedness is perhaps a window 
to the character of those who 
associate themselves with Mr. 
Hobbs' letter. I do not want nor 
seek such accolade as he 
suggests. 

I live only seven miles from 
most of these people and not one 
of them had the decency to 
approach me face to face with 
their criticism or to allow me the 
courtesy of answering before 
attacking my character. I do not 
need Lands End Climbing Club to 
lecture me on what I owe to 
climbing , I have tried to put 
something back over the years. 
Have they? 
Yours faithfully, 
Rowland Edwards 
International School of Rock 
Climbing, Compass West, 
Sennen, Cornwall 

Devils Lake, the Hindmost 
from Rich Bechler 
Dear Sir, 
Please allow me the space to 
address Melissa Quigley's letter 
in Mountain 111 pertaining to the 
Extremist Guide to Devil's Lake, 
the Jack Ness Monster, and her 
overall bogus and tainted view of 
Devil's Lake. 

To start with, the Extremist 
Guide is a valid source of 
information to the new hard 
routes at the Lake. Even though it 
is not as detailed as the C.M.C. 
Guide, the author assumes that 
one has the reasoning power to 
get to the base of the routes. It 
also gives a usually accurate 
historical account of the routes, 
something the C.M.C. Guide 
omits entirely. The C.M.C. Guide 
also misses many hard routes 
such as the Cesarean Tower West 
Face (5.12 b/c), or puts routes in 
as variations such as New Light 
Waves (5.12 b) being a variation 
of The Green Bulge. Basically, the 
C.M.C. Guide is great for a novice 

or a beginning climber, which is 
no doubt the reason Melissa 
cherishes it so. 

Another fact that Melissa 
attempts to make is how the 
Extremist Guide relies so heavily 
on the C.M.C. Guide. What she 
fails to recognize is how heavily 
the C.M.C. Guide relies on the 
Smith, Zimmerman guide, circa 
1970. In addition, the Extremist 
Guide brings back a much needed 
sense of humor to the guides of 
the area. The C.M .C. Guide is so 
dry and witless that one would 
think it was written by Jerry 
Farwell and his cohorts. 

This brings me to another part 
of Melissa's whining . This being 
her (and supposedly three 
quarters of the population of 
North America's) offense against 
many of the names in the 
Extremist Guide. The main 
argument to this dribble is that 
fact that the first ascent party has 
the right to name the route 

whatever they deem fit . This is 
part of the reward of knowingly 
putting oneself in a possibly 
dangerous situation, and no 
group of rabid feminists can take 
that away. 

Also worthy of mention is this 
unorganized group of climbers, 
better known throughout the 
country as the D.L.F.A. This so
called group of maladjusted 
individuals have climbed 
throughout much of the world 
and are responsible for many of 
the hardest routes at the Lake in 
the last ten years. 

Now on to a few odds and ends. 
For instance, there are only a few 
of us locals that are into massive 
amounts of drugs and alcohol 
(mostly alcohol). Also, I believe 
that Melissa misquoted me 
because I am sure I said "slut" not 
"chick" when I walked beneath 
her thrashing up Sometimes 
Crack. Apart from this is the fact 
that The Vulva was named by the 

recently elected president of the 
C.M.C. 

By and by, the Lake has naa a 
colourful history of individuals 
and groups, most of whom have 
been enjoyed by the local 
climbers for decades. It is too bad 
that a visiting climber like Melissa 
sees only supposedly bad things 
at the Lake. And with all her pent
up hip vibrant feminist 
aggressions, she sees only fault. 
It is a good way to get her name 
into an international climbing 
journal. Now after her futile 
attempt to purge the Lake of 
everyone but God-fearing 
Christians, she may throw her 
brute force against any and all 
vices in the nearest town of 
Baraboo. 

Cordially, 
Rich Bechler 
President, D.l.F.A. 
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DOUG GEETING AVIATION 
Mt. McKinley-Expedition Air Support 

Doug Geeting and Kitty Banner-Seeman 

• Air checks on the mountain • Indoor 
• Safe storage of personal gear sleeping 
• Discount for early reservations • Free sleds 

Mike Covington, Galen Rowell, Rick Ridgeway, Gary Bocarde, Jim Wickwire, 
Jeff Lowe, Phil Erschler, Jim Bridwell, Peter Habeler, Dick Bass, Frank Wells 
and Yvon Chouinard can't all be wrong! 

Doug Geeting 
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna,AK 99676 USA 
907-733-2366 

Kitty Banner-Seeman 
1865 Gore Creek, Vail , CO 81657 USA 

303-476-3929 



Outside 

An exciting new outdoor equipment shop at 

Hathersage in the Peak District 
~ (0433) 51936 

KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE 
1987 PROGRAMME 

PAKISTAN I. K2, Concordia , 29 days, 2 dates, £1 ,785 inc. 
2. Gondoro Peak Expedition , 5650 metres , 22 days , 

2 dates , £1 ,485 inc. 
3. Safari Trek, Nanga Parbat , Hunza , Kunjerab Pass , 

15 days , £1,065 inc. 
KASHMIR I. Srinigar, Leh, Ladakh, 22 days, only £1,095 inc . 

Please send for brochure 
STOP PRESS "BODGA SHAN" - CHINA 

The Karakoram Experience have obtained permission to attempt the first 
British ascentofBodga Shan (5445 metres}, the highest peak in theTianshan 
range of Western China. We have decided to run this , in line with our search 
for specialist treks, in August 1987, 4 weeks. Includes exploratory trekking of 
the area, a chance to exit China via the Kunjerab Pass through the Karakoram, 
visit Peking, the Great Wall , Turfan depression etc. Price 4 weeks fully 
inclusive £2,650. 10 places only. For brochure for this trek and others please 
write to : 

The Karakoram Experience 
16 Parvian Road, Leicester. LE2 6TS 

Tel : (0533) 833903 

Ref lcclalilc 
RECHAR6EABLE FOR HEADTORCHES 

Po.,.r Uithout Th• Pric• 

• For Petzland Face Nord Headtorches. 
• Each battery gives 4 hours of light per charge, 

and can be recharged at least 500 times. 
• One or two batteries are recharged in only 8 hours. 
• The initial cost of an NX12 battery is saved 45 times over. 

Available from Retailers. For more information 
please contact us as shown below. 

Reflectalite Ltd 24 Orchard Rd Brentford TW8 OOX UK 

Telephone: 015602432 or 0836 601 370 Telex 8813271 
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Mountain Technology 
introduce the new "Vertige" 

modular axe with replaceable 
picks and interchangeable 

adze and hammer. 
A range of picks and adzes 

completes the system. 
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BACK ISSUES £1.25 (British Isles), £1 .45 (Overseas) 
Back Issues A vailable -tick appropr iate box $2. 75 (USA & Canada) 

□ GiJ ~ 5J 5J El ~ ~ For o rders of 6 issues 
and above, price per 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ [iu ~ issue as follows: £1.15 
(British Isles), [1.35 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ (Overseas), $2.60 (USA 
& Canada). 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I order ..... issues at 
each 

~ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ TOTA L 

INDEXES £0.75 (British Isles & Overseas) 
Indexes avai lab le - tick appropriate box $1.25 (USA & Canada) 

G ~ a a ~ Complete Sets: 
[5.50 (British Isles & Overseas) 
$9.00 (USA & Canada) 

EJ a 8 complete D I order ......... indexes 
set at ...... -- . . .... •.. . ....... 

I order ..... .. .... complete sets 
TOTAL 

BINDERS £4.95 each (UK), £5.25 each (Overseas! 
$8.50 each (US & Canada 

High quality maroon binders lined in grey, which hold 2 years' issues (12 copies). If 3 or more ordered, prices 
Provided with individual gold letraset packs to enable flexibility for personal per binder as follows: 
referencing systems. These binders are the same colour, style and quality as E4.70(UK).(4.95(0verseas), 
previously available Mountain binders. Note discount available on bulk orders $8.00 (USA & Canada). 
of 3 or more. All prices are inclusive of postage, packing & VAT. I order .... Binders at ... 

TOTAL . 

METHOD OF PAYMENT TOTAL ENCLOSED 
Pre-payment is required and all the above rates include Postage & Packing. Overseas customers 
should note that all items are sent surface mail and may take as long as two months for delivery. 
Air mail rates for any of the above available on request. 
NAME 
ADDRESS 

Send payment to: Mountain Magazine Ltd., PO Box 184, Sheffield S11 9DL, England. 
Tel: 0742 586553 



Three Companies 
One Competition 
Win a 1st prize worth£ 150 
from the Three Companies 
wide range of excellent 
equipment 

Correctly name the locations of RA B 
the photographs used in our 
adverts in issues 108, 109, 
110 and 111 of Mountain oowN Eau1PMENT 

Magazine. 

First correct answer drawn on 
16th May '87 wins the gear. 

Send your entry to: 

THREE COMPANIES 
PO Box 2, Llanberis, Gwynedd. 

Telephone: Genera/ Enquiries 
061-273 5835 

Insurance and lnternation■I Rtte1pu,ca/ R~r,. 
061-213 5163 

MLTB, Courses and Travel s«rices 
061-273 5839 

1£l?@OO Safety Equipment Ltd. Spring Mill. 
Uppermill, Oldham, OL3 6AA. Tel: Saddleworth 8822 ,---------------~ I Please send details ofTro11·s new lightweight I 
equipment □ also the full Troll catalogue. □ I 

I ~N=am~e~----------------

1 ~~ I 
I __________ I 

. I L ___________ .J 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T. : Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd. , 
11 Lonsdale Street, 
Braddon. 
Tel. (062) 47.8949 (C) (S) 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Rick White 's Mountain Designs, 
Shop 6, Caga Centre, 
38 Akuna Street 2601. 
Tel. (062) 477153 (M) (S) 

N.S.W.: Hornsby 
Southern Cross M'ntaineering, 
Equipment Pty. Ltd. , 
222 Pacific Highway, 2077. 
Tel. 467.3242 (C) 

N.S.W. : Katoomba 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
195 Katoom ba Street, 2780. 
Tel. (047) 82 .2014 (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pall in Pty. Ltd ., 
527 Kingsway, 2228. 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Caving Equipment, 
327 Sussex St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
507 Kent Street, 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
494 Kent Street. 
Tel. (02) 267.8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd. , 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

Queensland : Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
Shop A21, Queen 's Arcade, 
77 Queen St., 4000. 
Tel.(07)2296609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
93-95 Albert Street, 4000. 
Tel. (07) 221 6756 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd ., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt., Pty. Ltd. , 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000. 
Tel. 08.212.7857 

Tasmania : Hobart 
Paddy Pallin , 
32 Criterion Street, 7000. 
Tel. (002) 31 .0777 (C) 

Tasmania : Launceston 
Paddy Pallin, 
124 St. John Street, 7250. 
Tel. (003) 31.4240 (C) (S) 
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Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 882.7229 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. 
Ltd ., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Rick White's Mountain Designs, 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67.3354 (M) (S) 

(03) 67 .7966 

Victoria : Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67 .4845 

Western Australia: Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33A Adelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
7A/59 East Parade, 
East Perth. 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd ., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 (C) (M) 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd ., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148/61 .048 (C) (M) (S) 

Christchurch 
McEwing 's Mountain Sports 

Ltd ., 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 66.211 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd ., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 (C) (M) 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd ., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave. , 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Protec Mountaineering Inc., 
109 Thomas St. 
L6J 5A7 
Tel.416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
777 Yonge Street, 
M4W2G8. 
Tel. 416.964.7909 

Ontario: Waterloo 
Adventure Guide, 
258 King St. N, 
N2J 2Y9 
Tel. 519.886.3121 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherin e, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524.1106 

Bonn 
Sine 

GERMANY 

Breite Str. 47,5300 
Tel. 0228.654320 (C) (M) 

Frankfurt 1 
Sine 
Oeder Weg 43, 6000 
Tel. 069.552233 (C) (M) 

Freiburg 
Sine 
Moltkestr. 5, 7800 
Tel. 0761 .37934 (C) (M) 

Heidelberg 
Sine 
Rohrbacher Str. 81 , 6900 
Tel. 06221 .15010 (C) (M) 

Mainz 
Sine 
Graben 1,6500 
Tel. 06131.226681 (C) (M) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Send linger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex . 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Everest Sports Ltd., 
83 Sai Yee Street, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Mongkok, 
Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-967072 
Telex. 63999 WCVRY HX 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment 
& Services 

172 Tung Lo Wan Road , 
Mezz. Floor, 
Causeway Bay. 
Tel. 5-669313/5-669331 
Telex : 71947 HYBME HX 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Train ing Centre, 

1 /F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, 
Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-848190 

Mountain Servi ces International 
Ltd ., 

Room 102, I/F., 
32-34 Morrison Hill Rd ., 
Wan Chai . 
Tel. 5-733313, 5-733329 
Telex. 65205 MTSEV HX 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

NETHERLANDS 
Amsterdam 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Marnixstraat 2, 1015 XH 
Tel. 020-24.36.52 

Maastricht 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Heugemerweg 4, 6221 GJ 
Tel. 043-21 .71 .48 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street, (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Outdoor Sports 
53 Stamford New Road . 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street . 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816 (S) 

Blackburn 
A.B .C. Gear Ltd ., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 



Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd. , 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277.233122 - Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd ., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street 
(corner of Church Street) 
BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel.0272.741157 

Bristol 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd . 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS14SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd . 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Canterbury 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 
3 Palace Street. 
Tel. 0227.470023 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road , Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road . 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
Tudor House, 
14 Span St., 
CV13BA 
Tel. 0203.21937 

Croydon 
Pindisports 
Whitgift Centre, 
CR0 1 U4. . 
Tel. 01 688 2667 

.Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski and Climb, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S ) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevisport 
Unit 13, 
Waverley Market, 
EH1 1 BQ. 
Tel. 031 .557.0923 

Elgin 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, PH33 6EJ. 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041 .221.4531 /2 

Glasgow 
High range Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041 .332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street (M) 
Tel. 041 .332.4814 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road . 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Outdoor Sports, 
13 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road . Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
40 Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall , 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W86BD 
Tel. 01 .938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
456/8 The Strand 
WC2R 0RG 
Tel. 01.839.5161 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01 .937.0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop, 
572 Silbury Boulevard, 
Central, MK9 3AF. 
Tel : 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) . 
Tel. 0632.323561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE11RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd ., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL 1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd ., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd., 
41 Bel I Street, 
RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
149 Fitzwilliam St. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Shrewsbury 
Shrewsbury Mountain Centre, 
51-52 Wyle Cop. 
Tel. 07 43.241649 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping, 
118 High Street, 
SG1 3DW (C) (M) 
Tel. 0438.353086 

Stockport 
Al pen stock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
90 High Street, 
MK11 1AH 
Tel. 0908.568913 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001 . 
Tel. 05.31 .1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067 .78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02 .46.90.75 

55 



Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roa Id Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

Tromso 
Tindloftet A/S 
Storgt. 58 
Tel. 083.85103 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Ryesgade 27, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11 .24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Phoenix 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
3925 E. Indian School Rd ., 
85018. 
Tel. 602.995.3391 

Arizona: Tempe 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967 .1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) 

California : La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave ., 94301 . 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd ., 
6422 Magnolia Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.683.2200 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd ., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401. 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California : San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: San Francisco 
The North Face, 
292 Winston Drive, 94132. 
Tel. 415.665.6044 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, 95370. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 

Colorado: Denver 
Holubar Mountaineering, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd. , 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

~ BEC JC All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ - 87 catalog free to foreign; 

,CRAMPON STRAPS U.S. & Canada, send 20¢ 

P.O . Box 2223, Santa Barbara, Cal ifornia 931 20, USA. 

EXTREME ROCK 
Diadem Books £27 .95 

Now available in book shops and equipment 
stores at the special launch price of £24.95. 
Offer ends March 31st. 

MOUNTAIN TRAVEL'$ Climbing Expeditions for 1987: 
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Antarctica (Vinson) , Peru (Huascaran), Bolivia (lllimani), Argentina 
(Aconcagua), Chile (Ojos del Salado), Ecuador (Cotopaxi, Chimborazo), 

Tibet (Gurla Mandhatta), India (Kamet) , Nepal (Island Peak) , France/ 
Switzerland (Mont Blanc/ Matterhorn), U.S.S.R. (the Caucasus & Pamirs) . 

Alaska (McKinley), Canada (Logan). Free 1 987 Schedule. 

Mountain Travel 
1398 Solano Avenue, Albany CA 94 706 U.S.A. 

Colorado: Fort Collins Washington: Bellevue 
Holubar Mountaineering, Marmot Mountain Works, 
3500 S. College Ave., 80525. 827 Bellevue Way N.E., 98004. 
Tel. 303.226.3683 Tel. 206.453.1515 

Colorado: Fort Collins Washington: Leavenworth 
The Mountain Shop, Der Sportsman 
126 W. Laurel, 80521. 837 Front St. 
Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) Tel. 509.548.5623 

Colorado: Lafayette Washington: Seattle Lowe Alpine Systems, Recreational Equipment Inc., 
802 South Public, 80026. 1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 303.665.9220 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Lakewood Washington: Seattle 
Holubar Mountaineering, Swallow's Nest, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 80215. 3320 Meridian Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 303.238.7511 Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 

Connecticut: West Hartford Washington: Seattle 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. North Face, 

Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 
4560 University Way N.E. , 
98105 

Massachusetts: Boston Tel. 206.633.4431 

Eastern Mountain Sports, Washington: Seattle 
1041 Commonwealth Ave. The North Face, Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) 1023 1st Ave., 98104. 

Massachusetts: Salem Tel. 206.622.4111 

Life Sports Washington : Tacoma 
East India Mall, 01970 Base Camp Supply, 
Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) 3730 South Pine, 98409. 

N.H.: North Conway 
Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 

International Mountain Wisconsin: Madison 
Equipment, Erewhon Mountain Supply, 

Main Street, 03860 State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 Tel. 608.251 .9059 (C) (M) (S) 

New York: New Paltz Wyoming: Cody 
Rock and Snow, Sunlight Sports, 
44 Main Street, 12561 . 1323 Sheridan Ave ., 82414 
Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

New York: New York 
Wyoming: Jackson 

Camp and Trail Outfitters, 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 

21 Park Place, 10007. (P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Oregon: Independence Wyoming: Lander 
Independence Mountaineering, Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
215 South Main, 97351 . 220 Main Street, 82520. 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Salt Lake City Wyoming: Laramie 
Holubar Mountaineering Rocky Mountaineering, 
3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 84117. 211 Second Street, 82070 
Tel. 801 .272.9403 (C) (S) (M) Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

Virginia: Bristol • Mountain Sports Ltd. , 
1010 Commonwealth Ave., 
24201 
Tel. 703.466.8988 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
For a good booklist of secondhand/ out of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exploration, write to D. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, 
Edinburgh EH9 1 DA, Scotland. Wants lists welcomed. 

GO HIGH ERIN '87. For rock climbing , winter mountaineering and fell walking 
in the English Lake District. Experienced, expert and friendly guiding and 

t~ition ; warm West Cumbrian hospitality. 
Contact Jim Morgan at High Dyonside, Distington, Cumbria. Tel. 0946830476 

SA VE MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

MONEY Largest U.K. stockists of specialist top quality materials and 
accessories. Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 
Trade and retail. SAE. catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor Holm bridge, Huddersfield, W. Yorks. 0484 - 684302/ 683206 

K2 ~~!~~Ji!?!1 
Professional expedition support for Mt. McKinley and all of Alaska . Obtain your 
Free K2 Alaska Guide and inquire about reduced flight rates by writing : Jim 
Okonek, K2 Aviation , P.O. Box 290, Talkeetna , Alaska 99676, U .S.A . 



The Alpiniste is possibly the most 
famous mountain sac in the world. 

The first Alpiniste was designed for 
Don Whillans and was later replaced by the 
second generation model, which had many 
new innovations created for Dougal 
Haston. These famous purple sacs have 
been a feature of modern A lpinism. 

With the development of the 
A lpiniste rucsac Karrimor began the long 
association with the International School of 
Mountaineering at Leysin, and this is where 
much of the development and testing of 
the third generation of Alpiniste sacs has 
been concentrated. 

Today's new Alpiniste Sac sets new 
standards in comfort and performance 
which came from our research into human 
physiology. Shoulders and hips are critical 
areas of the body that need to be 
protected if a rucsac is to be comfortable 
- particularly if the rucsac has to carry 
large and heavy loads. 

ALPINISTE 
The Legend 

rows 

KARRl"MDR 
EQUI PMENTpADV ENTU RE 

Kammer International Ltd .. Avenue Parade. Accnngton. Lancashire BBS 6PR 

Distributed in the USA by: 

1101-■L11-
3soo Annapolis Lane. Minneapolis. Minnesota 55441 

.. 
The Aergo M back system is a new 

development which improves the 
established Chevron back and Fformat 
frame of earlier Alpinistes. We used new 
technology to mould the special shape to 
give an enhanced degree of ventilation, 
confining body contact to the support 
points, as with our SA system, whilst 
retaining the classic simplicity preferred by 
mountaineers. 

There are three back lengths - I , 2 
or 3 chevron ribs. 

For Alpinism today no one sac 
answers all the needs. To avoid 
compromise the new Alpiniste series 
consists of four distinctive models with 
outstanding features including: 
• Aergo M back system 
• Adj1,Jstable Ice Axe fastening 
• Klasp System 
• Zoom feature 

KLASP 
Bridgeconoe:ctor (lock!i pocket ?()Sltion) 

(linearat.t.i:h~tdevice) 

Use of the bridge connec::tor to 

~-
Reverses,de 

Illustrated left to right: Headwall of Changabang, photo: Alex MacIntyre. Descending from Mont Blanc du T acul to the A1gu1lle du M1d1 , photo· Glenn Andrews. Haute Route to Grand Comb1m from Sale1na Glacier, photo: R. F. Allen. 
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