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- 72 pages of full colour on the widest range of outdoor, travel and I 
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CADS 
the first real 
patent pending 
ALTERNATIVE 
CAMMING 
protection available 
the start of 1988. 

Sizes: 
from slender fingertip 
to solid hand 

Please send for our 
Technical Camming Units 
fact sheets. 
JUST PART OF AN EXPANDING 
RANGE FROM: 

fa~es 
Old English Road, Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE4 3LT. 
Telex: 946240 CWEASY G 
quoting 19017280 
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INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL OF 

MOUNTAINEERING 
Director : Pat Littlejohn 

Expanded programme for 1988 

U.I.A.G.M. 

• ICEFALL CLIMBING and ALPINE WINTER EXPERIENCE 
(Jan/Feb) · 

• SKI TOURING/HAUTE ROUTES (mid-March/early April) 

• ALPINE CLIMBING COURSES}-
• HIGH ALPINE TREKS (mid-June/end September) 

• PRIVATE GUIDING 
• EXPEDITIONS (annually - June 1988, PERU; 

Sept 1989, HIMALAYA) 

A ll information can be obtained from I.S.M., Club Vagabond, 
1854 Leysin, Switzerland. Tel. (Swiss code) 25 34 13 21 

SPECTACULAR LONG RAPPELS INTO MEXICAN CAVES. 
Experience rainforest ecosystems. ancient peoples and cloaca-puckering rappels 
into some of the world"s largest and deepest caves. These drops range in depth 
from 200 to 600 feet into immense sunlit caverns. A unique challenge of 
understanding. Hot springs, beautiful waterfalls. and Indian markets. all in rugged, 
jungle-clad mountains. 8 and 15 day trips in small groups led by experienced 
naturalists/interpreters/vertical cavers/climbers. Free brochure. ACME TRAVEL, 
15907 Cypress Trace Court, Chesterfield. MO 63017 U.S .A. (314) 256-8807. 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ - 87 catalog tree to foreign. 

,CRAMPON STRAPS u S & Canada. send 20¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 93120, USA. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS. We hold very large stocks of SECONDHAND 
AND NEW MOUNTAIN BOOKS; climbing/ walking guides (worldwide). 

Jarvis Books, 57 Smedley Street East, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3FO, England. 
Shop open Monday-Saturday, 9.30-5.30. Tele: (0629) 55322. S.a.e., catalogue. 
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Do you have any spare ·copies of Mountain? 
- to sell or swap. If so. please contact Box M69 c/ o Mountain Magazine, 

P.O. Box 184, Sheffield S 11 90L. UK. 

SA VE MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

MONEY Largest U.K. stockists of specialist top quality materials and 
accessories. Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 
Trade and retai l. SAE. catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor Holmbridge, Huddersfield, W. Yorks.-0484 - 684302/683206 

SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS: HiHwalking . back-packin~ holidays; 6 days from. 
£220. Also hotel-based walking tours. lnd1v1d ual mountameerrng instruction and guid ing 
throughout the year. Brochure: MOUNTAIN CRAFT, M, FREEPOST (no stamp UK only 
GLENFINNAN, INVERNESS-SHIRE, PH37 4BR, SCOTLAND. Tel. 039783 213' 24 hours '. 

K2 av1at1on 
Talkeetna, Alaska 

Professional expedition support for Mt. McKinley and all of Alaska. Obtain your 
Free K2 Alaska Guide and inquire about reduced flight rates by writing: Jim 
Okonek, K2 Aviation, P.O. Box 290, Talkeetna , Alaska 99676, U.S.A. 

BOOKS 
Our catalog features hundreds 

of new and rare, hard-to-find and 
essential books on climbing, 
exploration, travel, skiing and 
much more. 

•Maps •Guidebooks 
•Himalayas •Tibet & Nepal 
Michael Chessler Books 

P.O. Box 2436 #36 
Evergreen, Colorado 80439 

(800) 654-8502 
307 670-0093 
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SALES MANAGER 
Location: N. Derbyshire f Neg. & Car etc. 

This innovative and internationally known company requires a 
Sales Manager to drive our planned growth into the 1990's. 
This is a key position in the management team. 

The successful applicant will be expected to:-
■ Produce UK and international business plans and make 

them happen. 
■ Lead the total sales drive from the front. 
■ Manage the sales team with marketing support available. 

He/she will probably be a graduate up to 40 years of age, 
with an extensive sales/marketing background and a proven 
record of achievement. Ability to adapt to rapid company 

.growth is essential. 

Apply in writing enclosing a comprehensive C. V. to 
Mark Vallance, Wild Country, Townhead, Eyam, Derbyshire 
S30 1 RD. (Mark the envelope Private and Confidential). 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
Our rapid growth will demand greater expertise from our 
Sales and Marketing effort. We need to strengthen our 
resources in the future and we should like to hear from 
anyone who believes they can provide the experience and 
meet the challenge. Specifically, we need a Sales 
Representative immediately. 

Write in total confidence to Mark Vallance at the above address. 
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MLTB. Courses and Travel Services 
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This is a full index for 
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NEW GENERATION KARABINERS FADERS 
THE BEST WEIGHT-RESISTANCE RATIO IN THE WORLD 

KARABINERS · ICE-AXES · CRAMPONS · HAMMERS · DESCENDEURS · HEXES 

Ref. 400/ 10 

W. 52 gr. 
~ _ l:>A ~~ \(.~- S. 2.800 Kg. 
~.1..'ov 

FADERS, S.A. 
P.O. Box 33, Castellar Del Valles, (Barcelona), Spain. Tel: 714.66.11 Telex: 59818 CAMAR E-FADERS 



GREATER HIMALAYA 

Everest Still Highest - Phew! 

TIBET 
Everest (8848ml or 
Everest (8872m)? 

During the summer of 1987, an 
Italian expedition organised by 
the venerable Professor Ardito 
Desio re-surveyed the heights of 
both Everest and K2 using the 
latest techniques. The result 
shows that Everest is still the 
higher of the two and indeed 
increases by 24m. In a rapid 
response to the reports last year 
that K2 might be higher than 
Everest, Professor Desio 
organised a team comprising 
three scientists, two climbers and 
Kurt Diem berger as cameraman. 
Using the traditional base on the 
Rongbuk, Everest was surveyed 
at the end of July. Then the team 
moved on to Concordia in the 
third week in August receiving an 
understandably warmer 
reception from the Pakistanis than 
they had from the Chinese. 

The debate over which was 
higher started last year when an 
American team reported that K2 
was 240m above its previously 
accepted height. The Americans 
had used the signal from a 
satellite used for ship and aircraft 
navigation to make their 
calculations, but only a single 
pass of the satellite had been 
registered before their equipment 
failed. Desio's group followed 
rigid scientific procedures, using 
four different satellites tracked 
over several consecutive days to 
establish their base height. Then 
traditional theodolite methods 
were used to make final readings 
on the peaks. When the final 
calculations were tabulated back 
in Italy, Everest was found to be 
higher than previously thought 
by 24m while K2 increased by a 
mere 5m. Readings on Broad Peak 
showed it to be 13m higher, and 
Gasherbrum 4 just 4m higher than 
previously recorded. 

Desio, who is now 90, might 
have hoped that the outcome 
would be somewhat different. He 
was a veteran of the Duke of 
Abruzzi's 1928 expedition to the 
Baltoro, and led the Italian 
expedition in 1954 that made the 
first successful ascent of what 
might have been the world's 
highest mountain. 

Most of the climbing world will 
welcome this normalisation and a 
return to the accepted order. The 
new heights will hopefully be 
confirmed next summer by the 
American expedition that plans to 
repeat the exercise. Incidentally, 
Mars still appears to be the 
nearest place with a mountain 
higher than Everest. 

On Everest this summer, an 
eight member Spanish expedition 
led by Luis Barcenas was joined 
by Pierre Beghin (France) in an 
attempt on the North Face. A 
variation up the lower face led to 
the Hornbein Couloir. From Camp 
4 at 7900m, Barcenas, Beghin, 

Luis Fraga and Fernando Garrido 
made a summit bid on Sept. 4th. 
At 8400m, Barcenas an.d Fraga 
withdrew, while the other pair 
continued up a route to the right 
of the couloir to emerge high on 
the West Ridge. They were 
stopped at 8700m by heavy 
monsoon snow and were forced 
to retreat. 

News from Doug Scott's NNE 
Ridge expedition is that progress 
is being made but the weather 
remains unsettled with a good 
deal of snow. The unsettled state 
of affairs in Lhasa at present could 
mean some unexpected 
restrictions and travel 
arrangements when the team 
begins the journey home. 

Shisha Pangma (8046m) 
The first big news from the post 
monsoon season is that Jerzy 
Kukuczka has completed his 
14X8000ers with a difficult new 
route on Shisha Pangma. His 
international team established 
base camp on Aug 22, and divided 
up to attempt three different 
routes. At first bad weather 
delayed progress but by mid Sept. 
the skies cleared. On Sept. 18, 
Kukuczka and Artur Hajzer 
reached the summit via the West 
Ridge, having climbed en route 
the 7900m peak that caps the 
ridge before a traverse was made 
across the West Peak then the 
main summit. On the same day, 
five other members reached the 
summit via the original route : 
Elsa Avila and Carlos Carsolio 
(Mexico) Ramiro Navarette 
(Equador), Wanda Rutkiewicz and 
Ryszard Warecki (Poland). The 
following day, Alan Hinkes (GB) 
and Steve Untch (USA) 
completed a difficult new route 
via a couloir on the North Face. 
Kukuczka's 14 have taken nine 
years. All except Lhotse were 
climbed by new routes or during 
winter. Rutkiewicz becomes the 
first woman to have climbed four 
8000ers. On leaving Shisha 
Pang ma, many of the team 
moved on to attempt the South 
Face of Lhotse in October. 

Four other climbers, members 
of an Austro-Swiss-German 
expedition, also reached the 
summit on Sept. 18 via the 
original route. They were Alfred 
Meyer (Swiss) and Otto Huber, 
Klaus Solbach and Peter Blank 
(West German). 

NEPAL 
Lhotse (8516m) 
Lhotse Shar (8400m) 
The only news from Nepal so far 
during the post monsoon is of 
tragedy. On Sept. 14, an 
avalanche struck three members 
of the international South Face 
expedition, killing the Polish 
doctorCzeslawJakiel and injuring 
two others. The Spanish attempt 
to repeat the Austrian Route on 
the SE Ridge lost four members 
on Sept 27: Toni Sors, Sergio 

Escalera, Francese Porras and 
Antonio Ouinones left Camp 4 
(7350m) to establish a camp 500m 
higher but did not make radio 
contact that night. A search of the 
ridge revealed evidence of a slab 
avalanche and two bodies were 
later found at 6500m on the 
glacier. 

Cho Oyu (8201 m) 
Further information has been 
received on the American and 
Chilean expeditions (Mountain 
116) to the normal SW Ridge in 
May. Both teams had Nepalese 
permits for the route which 
actually crosses the Nang pa La 
into Tibet and climbs the NW 
Face. The Americans, having 
placed two members in position 
for the summit, had their 
passports and permits 
confiscated by the Chinese who 
had already commandeered 
supplies at Advance Base. That 
curtailed activities for the 
Americans. The Chileans had the 
same treatment but they had 
already managed to put two on 
top. Future expeditions planning 
this route be warned. 

KARAKORAM 
K2 (8611m) 
The poor weather reported in 
Mountain 117 seems to have 
lasted most of the season, 
although a spell of good weather 
in mid Aug allowed both the 
Japanese-Pakistani and the 
Basques to establish camps high 
on the mountain. The Basques 
had reached the shoulder via the 
SSE Spur where five Basques 
joined forces with three of the 
team on the Abruzzi Ridge. They 
reached the bottleneck at 8300m, 
but an approaching storm forced 
a retreat which was marred by the 
fatal fall of Akira Suzuki . K2 was 
unclimbed this year. 

Broad Peak (8087m) 
A six man Spanish expedition 
changed their objective from the 
Middle Peak to the Main Peak to 
avoid dangerous snow conditions 
on the ridge between the saddle 
and the Middle Peak. Despite 
deep snow, Josep Estruch and 
Luis Vandellos reached the 
foresummit (8030ml on Aug 29. 

Gasherbrum 2 (8035m) 
The only further ascent in the 
Gasherbru ms (see Mountain 117) 
was of the Normal Route on this 
peak. Eugene Berger 
(Luxembourg) and Pascale Noel 
(Belgium) joined forces with 
Italians Sergio Martini, Fausto De 
Stefani and Mauricia Giordano. 
Noel withdrew from 6600m on 
July 30 . A second alpine style 
push began on Aug 5 and despite 
deep snow the summit was 
reached on Aug 8. Berger 
becomes the first from 
Luxembourg to climb an 8000er 
having narrowly failed (by 30m) 
to climb Nanga Parbat last year. 
Martini and De Stefani achieved 

their fifth 8000ers each. 
The New Zealanders who 

joined with the Basques (reported 
in Mountain 117) were Carol 
McDermott and Lydia Bradey, the 
first ladies from NZ to climb an 
8000er. The Australian Geoff Little 
was also with the party. 

Trango Tower (6257m) 
A Franco Swiss team of four, 
Michel Piola, Stephane Schaffter, 
Michel Fauquet and Patrick 
Dela le, completed a very 
impressive new route on the 
Great Tower. The route was 
approximately 11 00m and has 
been graded 6c (French) and A4. 
Fauquet descended by para pent 
to Base. 

CORRECTIONS: In Mountain 113 
we incorrectly reported that the 
Inda-Japanese team had 
narrowly failed to climb Saser 
Kangri 2 (East Peak) (7518m). The 
team actually climbed the West 
Peak (7518m). Although the 
heights are the same, the peaks 
are approximately 1 km apart and 
the East Peak would require a 
completely different approach 
from the south. It remains one of 
the highest unclimbed peaks in 
the eastern Karakoram. 

John Porter, Adams-Carter, 
Eguskitza, Hall, Kapadia, Noel, 
Nyka. 

Adam Bilczewski 1934-87 
Adam Bilczewski died on 
September 27, 1987, while en 
route by motor-cycle from the 
Tatra Mountains. Born in 1939, 
Bilczewski was one of the most 
efficient Polish expedition 
leaders. He started climbing in the 
Tatras in 1952, and in 1971 he 
visited the Peruvian Andes, 
ascending Huascaran Sur 
(6768m) and making an ascent of 
a virgin P. 5108m in the Cordillera 
Raura . In 1974 he climbed the 
South Face of Mount McKinley. 
But Adam Bilczewski will be most 
remembered for his three 
successful Himalayan 
expeditions. During the first of 
them, in 1979, he reached the 
summit of Lhotse (8516m). The 
second expedition made the first 
ascent of the West Face of Makalu 
(8463m) and the third, in 1984/5, 
made the second winter ascent of 
Dhaulagiri (8167ml - the first 
during the calendar winter. 

He wrote some interesting 
books; from 1971 he was 
president of the High Mountain 
Club Gliwice, and later director of 
the Polish Alpine Association. 
Paying tribute to his wide services 
to Polish mountaineering, the 
Association elected him an 
honorary member. 

Adam Bilczewski was a keen 
mountaineer, an indefatigable 
worker for alpine organisations 
and a good friend to all - young 
and old. He is sadly missed. 
Jozef Nyka 
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THE ALPS 

The Alps Summer Season 1987 
The cold, damp summer of '87 
won't have helped business for 
the hut wardens; attendance was 
down which of course affected 
the work of the first ascensionists. 

So, some of them chose to go 
into exile at the limestone 
outcrops, whereas others 
adapted to the situation by 
putting up new icefall routes right 
in the middle of August. 

Is the world turning upside 
down ... or is this just a normal 
season? 

Routes Climbed without 
Inspection 
Mont Maudit 
Three new lines on the South and 
East Faces, one of which has the 
best series of runnels and ice falls 
in the massif. 

In June, Laurent Broisin and 
Patrick Gabarrou first of all did a 
new route on the South Face, the 
Carrozd'As. In July, in the centre 
ofthe East Face, Patrick Gabarrou 
and Philippe Pibarot put up the 
Eperon Central, a line on very 
good rock not exceeding 5+, to 
the right of the Couloir de 
l'Androsace. 

Lastly, perhaps giving the best 
example of how rotten the 
summer was, Patrick Gabarrou 
and Fran<;ois Marsigny did a new 
one day ascent, Dom, in the 
middle of August - a magnificent 
series of eight ice falls (six of 
which were inescapable). This 
climb, dedicated to Dominique 
Radigue, is one of the hardest and 
most beautiful in the area. 

Lower Section of the Aiguille 
Noire de Peuterey, Point 2802m 
This small pinnacle to the left of 
the Pointe Gamba was climbed 
on the 1st and 2nd August 1987 
by Tony Penning, Pete Cresswell 
and Dave Hope. On the South East 
Face they put up Grand Design, 
which is a really good climb 
graded ED- and 166m high (to be 
precise!) 

Flammes de Pierre, Point 2800m 
(approx) 
Thierry Renault and Olivier 
Ratheaux put their names to Tout 
Fen, Tout Flamme on the SSE 
Spur. A great 400m climb, graded 
ED, done on 13th August. 

Aiguille du Peigne - Gendarme 
3068m 
Pas la Benne de Monter si Haut 
was put up by Dominique Meucci 
and Philippe Allardin on the right 
side of the face. The middle 
section of the climb is not very 
interesting. The route starts out 
first between the Mail/on 
Manquant (1986) and the 
Devouassoux/Masino arete, then 
moves to the right of the arete. 

Grande Jorasses - South Face 
On the night between the 28th and 
29th April 1987, Michel Duteurtre 
made the first solo ascent of the 
Super Couioiron the South Face. 

6 

Aiguille du Dru and Grand Pilier 
d'Angle - Solo Sequence 
Michel Duteurtre made a solo 
ascent of the Voie des Guides 
(1967) on the North.Face of the 
Petit Dru (first ascent by M. 
Feuillarade C. Jager, J.P. Paris1Y. 
Seigneur), on the left of the niche, 
on Monday 14th September, then 
Divine Providence (P. Gabarrou F. 
Marsigny 1984) on Wednesday 
and Thursday 16th and 17th 
September. 

The local press (Dauphine 
Libere - 20th Sept) announced 
these ascents as an 
enchainement, but these 
completely separate ascents can't 
under any circumstances be 
described as such, because of the 
rest time taken between them 
both. Once again let's remind 
ourselves that the definition of 
"sequence" ascents is that they 
are indisputably continuous. 
Aiguilles Doress {Trient Massif) 
Dunki-Schott (Don Ouichotte), is 
a very fine route opened on the 
North Point of the Aiguille Sans 
Nam (South East Face). The route, 
climbed by Walter Josi, Vincent 
Vonkaenel and Andreas 
Leibundgut, is 300m long and 
graded ED. 
The Eveque Buttresses, Point 
3014m 
Under the SW Arete, L'Eminence 
Grise is a new route put up by the 
no less eminent Thierry Renault 
and Olivier Ratheaux. Fine route, 
250m long, graded TD. 
The Eveque Buttresses, Point 
3190m {Pointe Wenger) 
To the left of Grand Mechant Look 
(first ascent 1986), Thierry Renault 
and Olivier Ratheaux did a very 
good route, La Cave du Vatican, 
graded ED; it follows a line of 
cracks wel I over to the left of the 
flaky roof in the centre of the wall. 
The Peigne - North West Slabs 
In the centre of the slabs, at the 
highest point, Michel Pio la and 
Pascal Strappazzon completed 
the ascent of Le Mal Os a Moe/le, 
which had been started in 1985 
with Pierre-Alain Steiner. It takes 
a line between Conduite 444 and 
Passe Mongole, is acknowledged 
to be 200m long with seven 
sustained pitches, five of them 
being graded between 6c and 
7a+. Subsequent ascensionists 
have reported that the gear on 
Passe Mongole requires close 
reinspection. 
Grand Capucin 
Philippe Grenier and Pascal Colas 
did what was probably the second 
ascent of L 'Elixir d'Astaroth 
(1981 ). This is sucprising as it is 
one of the most aesthetic lines in 
the centre of the East Face. 
According to subsequent 
ascensionists: "Fantastic ... " 

Valais - Mont Blanc de Cheillon 
A direct ascent of the North Face 
crossing the serac barrier was 
made by Patrick Gabarrou and 
Jean-Marie Fesseler in May 1987. 

Vala is - North Face of the 
Liskamm {Monte Rosa Massif) 
On 14th August 1986 Patrick 
Gabarrou and Pascal Girault 
made an inauguration ascent of 
the large arete under the serac 
barrier (just to the left of the 
Gabarrou Steiner route). A really 
fine route. 

Valais - Weissmies 
The two climbers above did the 
North Face Direct by the centra I 
serac barrier. Gullies of over 85° 
(1987). 
Valais - Wandfluehorn, South 
Face 
The day after the collapse of the 
classic route on the South Face, 
Patrick Gabarrou, Pascal Girault 
and Alexis Long put up a new rock 
route on this beautiful 500m high 
face. 

Winter 1986 - Ice Falls around La 
Grave 
Jean-Claude Pinna, Yvon Scremin 
and Eric Ferera did Combat de 
Rue un Soir d'Automne and 
Sorbet Citron at the end of last 
autumn 
Leysin 
There has been a burst of new 
routes on the Tour de Mayen (Le 
Diamant) ignored up till now by 
the couennes. 
Sphynx d'Ai 
The top of Diva (7a) has been 
climbed by Daniel and Michel 
Pio la and a new line to the left of 
Reservoir has been put up by 
Claude and Yves Remy. 

From left to right on the 
Diamant the following routes 
have been climbed: Cactus Joe 
(7a) which is left of Belzebuth, by 
M. Piola and P. Starobinski. Le 7e 
Art(6a+) - right of Belzebuth, by 
C. and Y. Remy. La Quadrature du 
Cercle (6b) by M. Pio la and P. 
Strappazzon. Dodecaedre (6c) by 
Isabelle Faure and M. Piola. 
Nivellement par le Bas (7a) by C. 
and Y. Remy. Vertigo (7a), right of 
Cherchez pas d'Excuses, by 
Muriel Armand and M. Piola. 
Delirius (6c) by M. Armand M. 
Piola1P. Strappazzon. Massacre a 
/'Acupuncture (7a, 1 point of aid) 
by M. Armand and M. Piola. 
Retour en Force (7a) by M. Piola 
and P. Strappazzon (left of La 
Diagonale). Le Route Qui Tache 
by C. and Y. Remy, left of Centrale. 
Optimystique (6c + ) by I. Favre 
and M. Piola, which is right of 
Cen_trale. 

Vuardes Crag 
Passage a Vide (7a b) by Claude 
Carli IDaniel Barreras and Jean 
Paul Chassagne is to the left of 
Marcelle. Traversee du Desir 
(6c + ) was by the above plus 
Pierre Nicolet and is right of 
Anselme. 
Cevennes Massif 
On the West Pillar of Sumene, 
Retour aux Sources (6a) was done 
by Benoit Host, Claude Carli and 
Jean-Paul Chassagne. 
Michel Pio/a 

UNITED STATES • • 

In the past year there have been 
three meetings between the 
owners of the Shawangunks, the 
Mohonk Preserve, and the Gunks 
climbing community. These 
meetings have been very helpful 
in allowing both sides to express 
their views on a number of issues 
including: bolting, litter, Skytop 
access, reporting new routes to 
climbing magazines, and erosion. 

The Gunks is one of the few 
world renowned climbing areas 
that is privately owned. Since the 
first climbers visited the area in 
the 1930s, there has been a very 
good relationship between the 
land owners and climbers. Today, 
the Mohonk Preserve Inc. is a 
5,500 acre non-profit land 
preserve. It is open to the public 
for nature study (the Preserve 
hosts over two thousand students 
each year who come for staff-led 
nature walks), research (the staff 
of the Preserve includes three 
researchers who are studying 
many different things including: 
acid rain, plant succession, and 
gypsy moths), and recreation 
(rock climbing, hiking, bicycle 
riding, and skiing). Since the 
organization is not part of the 
government, it receives no tax 
dollar support. Instead, a day fee 
or annual membership is required 
to use the land. This helps to pay 
for trash pickup, outhouses, 
rescues, road and trail 
maintenence, etc. Half of the 
Preserve's annual income is from 
contributions, and many of the 
contributions are from climbers. 

The first of the recent climber 
meetings was held at a local 
restaurant in November 1986. The 
meeting was the brainchild of 
local climber Jordan Mills, and 
was primarily to thrash out the 
use of bolts in the Gunks. A 
number of younger local climbers 
were interested in bringing back 
the use of bolts to the area on 
new, hard routes. Bolts had been 
communally 'outlawed' in the 
Shawangunks since the early 
1970s, in an effort to save routes 
for future generations. In fact, this 
ethical purity was carried to the 
extreme in the late '70s by John 
Bragg, who said he would not do 
any more new routes at the Gunks 
that required the use of a piton for 
protection - he would rather leave 
the line for someone bolder. The 
November meeting was attended 
by a very small number of 
resident climbers and a few things 
were decided: 
Bolting: After much discussion, 
it was decided to have a 
moratorium on bolting until the 
spring of 1987. Everyone agreed 
that bolts were not bad, but that if 
unlimited bolting was allowed it 
could lead to disaster. 

Reporting New Routes in 
Climbing Mags: This was 
brought up briefly at the end of 
the meeting, and it was decided 
by those present not to report new 
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routes in magazines. This 
decision was influenced largely 
by John Stannard. When 
Stannard was climbing actively in 
the Gunks in the early 1970s, he 
convinced the local community 
that reporting routes and writing 
articles on the area would only 
increase the number of people -
something that no one wants. 

During the winter of 1986-7, no 
bolts were placed, and no new 
routes were reported . 
Unfortunately, someone (who 
has yet to make themself known) 
chopped the bolt on a variation to 
Clairvoyance cal led Planet Claire 
(5.13d) at Lost City. This bolt had 
been placed before the 
moratorium by Scott Franklin, 
who was working on leading the 
route when it was chopped. 

On April 11th, 1987 the Preserve 
hosted a climbers' meeting in the 
lecture centre of the local college. 
Over 160 climbers attended the 
meeting (it should be pointed out 
that the Preserve sells nearly 1500 
season climbing passes each 
year, plus a large number of day 
passes. The attendance therefore 
represented less than 10% of the 
local climbing community). 
Bolting was again the hot issue, 
but a number of other issues were 
also brought up: 
Bolting : After intense debate, a 
straw vote was taken of the 
climbers present, and it was 
decided that the bolting 
moratorium should be continued. 
The "pro-boilers " pointed out 
that they had obeyed their part of 
the moratorium by not placing 
new bolts, but that some one 
against bolting had chopped the 
Planet Claire bolt. It was 
emphasised that the moratorium 
applied to placing new bolts on 
new routes, and that existing 
bolts should be left alone. 
Tree Cutting/Hold Chipping: 
It was agreed upon by those 
present that cutting trees down to 
access routes and or chipping 
hand holds would not be 
condoned. Trees had been cut in 
the recent past at Table Rock, and 
holds were " manicured " prior to 
the free ascent of Twilight Zone 
(5.13a) in the Trapps. 
Trash/Erosion: The preserve 
expressed concern over the 
increase of trash at the cliffs, and 
also the erosion of soil along the 
base of the cliffs. Those attending 
unanimously agreed to help 
spread the word to pick up litter 
and stay on the trails. 
Skytop Access : This was 
brought up briefly at the end of 
the evening. Skytop is owned by 
the Mohonk Mountain House (a 
private resort hotel), NOT the 
Preserve. Climbing on Skytop is Hugh Herr on the lip of Foops (5. 11) Skytop Shawangunks. Photo: Peter Lewis. 
even more of a privilege than 
climbing on the Preserve, due to 
the fact that the hotel is in 
business to entertain guests, not 
climbers. By allowing climbing, 
they open themselves up to 
lawsuits and increased visitation 
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at no additional monetary gain. 
Climbers were asked to maintain 
a "low profile" when climbing at 
Skytop, especially the section of 
cliff to the left of the Crevice. 

During the summer of 1987 
both the bolting moratorium and 
new route blackout were abided 
by. All was not good news 
however, as a number of trees 
were cut down at Lost City to 
access climbs and allow them to 
dry out quicker. The Mt House 
also announced that climbing 
would be prohibited to the left of 
the Crevice at Skytop from 
Memorial Day - Columbus Day. 

Although the weekend of 
September 12-13th 1987 was 
filled with nothing but rain, 132 
climbers met with representatives 
from the Mo honk Preserve, 
Mohonk Mountain House, and 
Minnewaska State Park to discuss 
issues that concern the Gunks 
climbing community. The 
following topics were aired: 
Climbing at Skytop: Mohonk 
Mountain House President, 
Bernie Gavin, led a lively 
discussion of climber access to 
Skytop. The Mountain House 
feels that climbing left of the 
Crevice from Memorial Day to 
Columbus Day (approximately 
May 30th - October 14th) conflicts 
with the kind of experience they 
wish to provide their hotel guests. 
Mr Gavin said that he had 
received numerous complaints 
from hotel guests concerning 
loud behaviour from climbers, 
crowds of climbers sitting and 
blocking the Labyrinth Path along 
the base of the cliff, and 
unfriendly behaviour. While the 
climbers present acknowledged 
that Skytop is private property, 
they requested an opportunity to 
work with the Mountain House 
and the Preserve to alleviate 
problems through education and 
self-policing. The MT House 
representatives were impressed 
with the co-operative attitude of 
those present, and it is hoped that 
an arrangement can be reached 
before next Memorial Day. 

Minnewaska State Park 
Peter Gulliver, Minnewaska State 
Park Manager, was introduced 
next. For half an hour he fielded 
questions concerning opening 
Minnewaska State Park to 
climbing, swimming in Lake 
Minnewaska, and a variety of 
other issues concerning the park. 
Numerous people urged that 
climbing be permitted at 
Minnewaska State Park, which at 
present is prohibited. Gulliver 
explained the process required to 
change a park regulation and also 
the master planning process that 
has just begun for the park. The 
climbing community is welcqme 
to influence the parks department 
to open the area for climbing by 
writing letters to Gulliver (which 
will be passed on to his 
superiors), gathering signatures 
for a petition, and contacting state 
representatives. The president of 
the AAC, Jim McCarthy, urged 
anyone interested in opening 
Minnewaska to climbing to 
contact him for assistance. The 
cliffs of particular interest are 
Hamilton Point, Castle Point, the 
Palmahgatt Ravine and the Ski 
Mini area. 

Concerning swimming in the 
lake, Gulliver presented 
possibilities for the future 
including expanding the current 
swim beach, adding a new swim 

8 

beach, or possibly opening the 
majority of the lake to swimming. 
He also mentioned that 
Minnewaska State Park might 
have camping available within 
the next year or two . All of these 
issues are being addressed in the 
park's master plan and 
determinations will depend on 
that process. The draft of this plan 
should be available for public 
comment by April, 1988. Letters 
should be sent to: Peter Gulliver, 
Minnewaska State Park, Box 893, 
New Paltz, NY 12561. 

After Peter was thanked for his 
comments, Lou Cornell, a climber 
and chairman of Mohonk 
Preserve's land stewardship 
committee, was introduced to 
explain Preserve plans for 
improvements at the Trapps. He 
also led the discussion on the 
following matters: 

Newspaper Articles 
A plea was made for climbers to 
limit contact with newspapers 
and magazines concerning 
climbing at the Gunks. While 
reporters have a constitutional 
right to come on the Preserve and 
to write articles, climbers are 
under no obligation to co-operate 
with them. Numerous newspaper 
and magazine articles have been 
written recently about the Gunks 
that characterized climbing as a 
thrill-seeker's sport and 
encouraged non-climbers to try it. 

Reporting New Routes and 
Articles in Climbing Magazines 
and Journals 
This issue was addressed at the 
November, 1985 meeting but was 
not addressed last April. The 
editors of Climbing magazine sent 
a letter to the meeting which was 
read by Cornell. They wanted the 
Gunks community to lift the ban 
on reporting new routes. After 
much discussion it was decided 
through a straw vote to continue 
the ban on reporting new routes 
in magazines. It was agreed that 
this ban would not affect articles 
or informational essays on the 
Shawangunks. 

Tree Cutting, Hold Chipping and 
Trash 
These were all discussed briefly 
and it was made clear that the 
Preserve does not condone tree 
cutting or chipping, chiselling 
and/or pin scarfing of holds. It was 
also emphasized that, with more 
people using the Preserve, it is 
critical that everyone carry out 
what they carry in. This includes 
tape, cigarette butts, gum 
wrappers, etc. 

Camping and Tenting 
· Cornell stated that the Preserve is 
in a bit of a quandary at present 
due to a large increase in 
overnight use of the Preserve. The 
Preserve does not allow camping 
on its lands (fires, levelling of 
sites, radios, loud behaviour), but 
has a very small tenting area 
reserved strictly for climbers. 
Some of the increase is due to the 
Ski-Mini camping area being 
closed now that it is under State 
control (an area popular with non
climbers) and part is due to an 
increase in climber usage. While 
no solutions were offered, it was 
made clear that the Preserve 
cannot accommodate everyone 
who wants to stay overnight, and 
in the future some sort of limit will 
be placed on overnight use of the 
Preserve. 

Bolting : This was saved for the 
end of the evening so that every 
one interested could have their 
say. A few climbers made 
impassioned speeches to allow 
restricted bolting at the Gunks 
and these were met with intense 
opposition. Everyone present 
agreed that unregulated bolting 
would be a disaster, but it was 
suggested by some that ways of 
limiting bolting might include: a 
"bolting fee" of $50 or $100 per 
bolt, a committee to approve bolts 
on a case-by-case basis, allowing 
bolts to only be used on climbs 
harder than the hardest route yet 
soloed (this would mean 5.13b 
could have bolts at present as 
Survival of the Fittest 513a has 
been soloed), and or insisting that 
only stainless steel epoxied bolts 
be used of 3/a inch diameter. The 
discussion did little to change 
people's minds, and the outcome 
was for the moratorium to 
continue. 

Since the meeting, much has 
happened. Representatives from 
the Preserve, Mohonk Mountain 
House and the climbing 
community have gotten together 
for an informal meeting. It 
appears that climbing left of the 
Crevice will be allowed Monday
Thursday between Memorial Day 
and Colom bus Day. This is not a 
final decision, but does appear 
likely. Climbers will be 
responsible for showing the hotel 
that they can police themselves 
and alleviate the problems that 
the hotel sees. 

On the bolting front, a furore 
was created the first week of 
October when Scott Franklin and 
others placed six new bolts, and 
drilled at least two other holes at 
Lost City. Their argument is that 
the communal moratorium was 
voted on by climbers unable to 
climb the most extreme new 
routes, and hence their opinion 
should not count. The Preserve 
moved swiftly and issued a 
statement that bolting will not be 
allowed on Preserve land for the 
foreseeable future, and that those 
caught bolting may have their 
climbing privileges on the 
Preserve taken away and or face 
legal action. Unfortunately, it is 
the rock that is suffering most. 
Franklin replaced the Planet Claire 
bolt, only to have some unknown 
person smash it flat days later. 
The bolt was a special 'anti
vandalism' bolt imported from 
France, that supposedly is next to 
impossible to chop or pry out of 
the rock. Franklin also replaced 
some poor fixed wired nuts (RP 
nuts that had been beaten into 
drilled holes) lower down on 
Clairvoyance with a bolt. That too 
was smashed. 

For some reason , the other new 
bolts were not touched - three 
bolts on Neavu Mutante (5.13a) 
and one bolt on Rebel Ye//(5.12a). 
Both sides are upset by the 
Clairvoyance Planet Claire 
incident. We are now faced with 
the difficult task of grinding or 
drilling the smashed bolts flat and 
covering the scar with epoxy and 
rock dust. Perhaps they should be 
left as a testament to the lack of 
regard for a nonrenewable 
resource - the rock. 

CANADA : . 

SOUAM ISH UPDATE 
During the last two years, an 
indelible mark has been made on 
the collective psyche of Squamish 
climbers with the development of 
Petrifying Wall. The two dozen 
new climbs on this relatively 
small crag, 40 metres high and 
200 metres long, have raised the 
local state of the art to 5.13 and 
introduced a focal point for a great 
deal of intense energy. A five 
minute walk from Browning Lake , 
and mostly downhill at that, leads 
to the wall and a first glimpse of 
its unusual granite. Hardly a crack 
in sight, the rock is vertical to 
slightly overhanging with the odd 
roof thrown in for good measure, 
and split by many grooves. 
Smooth, hard and covered in 
smart little edges, the crag is a 
modern technical climber's 
dream, far removed from the 
classic lines of traditional granite 
architecture. 

The first route, Dead on Arrival 
(5.11 c) was climbed in 1984. Its 
reputation has since become a 
little overshadowed by more 
recent activity, but it has settled 
comfortably into its status as th e 
classic of the crag and the best 
line of all. Two years later, Dave 
Lane, Perry Beckham and John 
Howe began systematically to 
work the easier lines. Lane 
climbed Burning Down The 
Couch (5.12a), a marathon 
session on fingery little holds that 
has become the scene of several 
spectacular falls. It proved to be a 
trend-setting route that has now 
seen many ascents. The routes 
began to fall thick and fast. 
Beckham added The Flingus Cling 
(5. 12b), a fin e climb with fixed pro 
that receives a lot of attention, and 
No Name Road, an excellent and 
run out 5.11 b. A trilogy of routes 
by Howe and Beckham, Elastic 
Man (5.11 c), Pleasant Pheasant 
(5.1 1 a), and Air BC (5.11 c) which 
offer top rope convenience par 
excellence have achieved an 
astonishing popularity. I even 
managed to tick a few off, the best 
of which are The Baraka (5.12b c), 
an unlikely route up a big black 
wall, The Ghost (5. 12a), a direct 
finish to Dead on Arrival and No 
Surrender (5.12b), a serious 
excursion up the black wall right 
of that route. Dave Lane added 
Black Water (5.12a), up the 
equally black wall left of The 
Baraka. Well endowed with fixed 
pro, the climb deservedly became 
an instant hit. 

The tour de force of that year 
was Lane's The Flight of the 
Challenger (5.12c d), a severely 
overhanging grunt at the far right 
of the cliff. Impressive to say the 
least. 

1987 has brought only two new 
routes. Beckham's Mata Hari 
(5.12d 13a) is a magnetic line up 
the impending wall left of The 
Flingus Cling. The route comes 
under the close scrutiny of anyone 
rappelling off The Coffin (5.11 a) 



or The Flingus Cling, and with 
fixed pro is likely to see a lot of 
interest. Pride of place for 
difficulty goes to Dave Lane's 
Family Ties (5.13a), a long pitch 
which climbs the exceedingly 
blank looking wall above Elastic 
Man. The first ascent came about 
after some 25 or more attempts in 
Lane's typically tenacious style, 
clocking no less than 150 metres 
of winging it through the air, 
before he solved a difficult series 
of dynamic moves with the 
elusive redpoint. 

The most outstanding single 
achievement, however, is 
undoubtedly Peter Croft's on 
sight flash of the big dihedral on 
University Wall at 5.13a/b, which 
had previously been avoided by 
the 5.12a flake on the left wall. 
Climbing with Geoff Weigand, 
Croft also straightened out the 5th 
pitch, at 5.12c, renaming the route 
The Shadow. Croft appears to be 
going through a particularly 
inspired period, not only soloing 
his usual stuff like Astroman and 
The Rostrum, but also producing 
exceptional on sight flashes too, 
such as The Flight of the 
Challenger and The Underfling 
(5.12d/13a), the continuation of 
The Sword flake on The Grand 
Wall, to say nothing of his 
achievements elsewhere. 

Several notable repeats were 
ticked off. Beckham scooped 
Zombie Roof(5.12c), closely 
followed a few weeks later by 
Hugh Herr. Lane climbed Big 
Daddy (5.12c), followed later by 
Mclane then Wolfgang Kraus. 
Beckham also achieved the 
second ascent of University Wall 
(5.12a), leading every one of the 
eleven pitches. To date, only 
Beckham and Croft have 
managed free ascents. Kraus 
scored the second ascents of The 
Baraka and Flight of the 
Challenger, and found time to 
climb King of Rock (5.12c/d), the 
vicious looking thin crack next to 
the Smoke Bluff parking lot. At 
Comic Rock, Keith Reid picked off 
the plum route with Vargas Girl 
(5.12b), up the smooth impending 
wall in the centre of the crag. 

During the last two years, Dean 
Hart and Randy Atkinson 
vanished up into the recesses of 
the Chief's North Walls, trundling 
the odd block off to stimulate the 
local populace. They were able to 
develop a number of fine climbs 
above Astroledge on the Zodiac 
Wall. Line after line of soaring 
cracks and corners split this 
classic piece of granite, quite the 
antithesis of Petrifying Wall. The 
best of their routes is The Calling 
(5.12a) (FFA Beckham), six pitches 
long. The second pitch at 5.11 c is 
quite a stunning dihedral. The first 
pitch at 5.11 dis a fine introduction Greg Foweraker on Burning Down the Couch (5.12a), Petrifying Wall, Squamish. Photo: Kevin Mclane. 
to the route, but marred 
somewhat by bolts placed next to 
good cracks. 

Perry Beckham gave the Zodiac 
its coup de grace, and earned 
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Dave Lane attem pting Family Ties (5. 13a), Petrifying Wall, Squamish. Photo: Kevin Mclane. 
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himself a place in the history 
books by free climbing the entire 
wall from bottom to top. He 
climbed The Alaska Highway 
(5.11 cl, 5 pitches up to the base of 
The Calling on Astroledge then 
returned with Hart and Atkinson 
to climb both routes 
consecutively, giving a 
magnificent eleven pitch route, 
The Northern Lights, seven of the 
pitches being 5.11 or 5.12. He 
returned with Dave Dunaway to 
free climb the difficult ninth pitch , 
at 5.12a. The Alaska Highway 
features an incredible second 
pitch up a huge V groove at 5.11 c. 
30 metres long, it overhangs a full 
10 metres, the burliest pitch on a 
very burly route. Hart and 
Atkinson have produced in all a 
fine clutch of routes, outstanding 
among which is Visionquest 
(5.12a), incomplete as yet, and the 
Ron Zatko Workout (5.11 c). 

In an unusual development, 
The Federation of Mountain Clubs 
of B.C. has purchased several 
acres of land in the little Smoke 
Bluffs to help ensure that access 
to the dozen crags in the area will 
remain secure. Efforts are now 
being made with the local 
Municipality and Provincial 
Government to turn the area into 
a park. Much of the credit lies with 
Jim Rutter, the organisation's 
highly energetic executive 
director. Although the Little 
Smoke Bluffs are by far the most 
popular area at Squamish, with 
hundreds of climbs at all grades, 
they are vulnerable to residential 
development, which could 
effectively spell the end of 
climbing there. 

The thorny issue of ancient pins 
and bolts quietly rotting away has 
been addressed in a recent 
programme by the FMC BC and 
Squamish Rockclimbers 
Association. Government job 
creation funds were used to 
replace belay and rappel stations 
and important protection bolts on 
some of the most heavily used 
routes like the Grand Wall and the 
beginners' crags in the Smoke 
Bluffs. The work was convincingly 
carried out by Dave Dunaway. 

This year has seen another big 
increase in the number of 
climbers visiting Squamish, 
giving rise to parking problems at 
The Apron and Little Smoke 
Bluffs, and sociable crowd scenes 
at the climbers' campground at 
weekends. Related to that is the 
establishment of a bona-fide hang 
for climbers at Ou inns Cafe, 
where route information is readily 
available from Amy Boyer. Not 
much gossip gets about that is 
not hashed over at the tables in 
there. 

Next year should see the 
publication of the first 
rockclimbers' guide to British 
Columbia, covering not only 
Squamish but also many other 
crags throughout the Province. 
Hopefully it should help to 
stimulate more exploration. For 
those who are less inclined to 
travel, there are enough major 
lines left on The Chief to keep 
development going full steam 
ahead for many years. 

Kevin Mclane 



AUSTRALIA 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Sydney Suburban Crags 
The main areas on the seacliffs 
get damp in summer due to the 
prevailing breezes, so the smaller 
inland crags get a bit of a 
hammering, particularly as the 
grades are softer and the rock 
harder. 

Berowra 
A sunny wintergarden offering 
topless climbing during cooler 
months. The most obvious feature 
is the Blackboard - a smooth black 
wall sprinkled with chalky symbols 
of desperation. Soap (23), is a 
hard crank by Giles Bradbury, 
while the best two nasties are 
Gidget Verdon (22), and 
Butterknives (26), by Law. On the 
steeper walls right of the 
Blackboard, Law added The 
Scones of Doom (22) and 
Glamorpus (23). On Bullethole 
Wall, Scott Butler cranked out 
Loox Poxable (23), Scot's Edge 
(22), and the ungradable Com
mez-min-pab. James Holbrook 
also pinched Natasha (23) off 
Giles here. 

Narrabeen 
Another crag found this year. The 
climbing is mainly beef jerky with 
the odd vertical bit. Amongst the 
better pumps are Ms Wilkins (24) 
(short and cranky like its 
namesake), Big Tick (26) and two 
big roofs: Tilt(22) and Fulltilt(26). 
Between these two is B.R. T. (27) 
(steep and stupid). Craig Martin 
No1 added Technobabble (22) 
and the mighty Smilax (23), a 
funky roof/slab combo. On the 
slabby side, Wimples (24), and 
Fat, Sallow and Drunk, provide 
unexpectedly steep problems on 
this old bumpy area. 

North Sydney 
At Middle Cove, Law added Pulpy 
Kidney Part 2 (26), and Col Pickup 
and Dave Lye invented Time Warp 
(24), a paw-wrecking dyno. At 
Balls Head, Law eventually fel! up 
Watch this Space (26), a bulging, 
hold less wall made possible by 
modern ethical advances. 

Southern Areas 
The only real slab within two light 
years of Sydney is Luga no, a black 
sheet of rock rising straight offthe 
road. At the left end the climbing 
is edgy if not downright twitchy at 
times. Perfect Pitch, Skin, All 
Juiced Up and Squelching are in 
this vein while Rotpunkand Giles 
(a prominent nose and a bit thin 
on top) are out of character 
smearing: you knead friction to 
ascend. Unusual here is Hit the 
Bus which overhangs the road. 
We decided to teach everyone a 
lesson and grade them all 23. On 
the yellow brick wall at Bonnet 
Bay the cliff is a similar angle but 
this time the right side of vertical. 
Law did the steep Lean Beef(24) 
with longer reaches than one 
normally associates with the 

grade, whilst Giles was stealing 
Heavy Haulage (25) (the city's 
only impossible 25). 

Sydney Seacliffs 
Most ofthe old horrorshows have 
been repeated with the addition 
of about four bolts and three 
grades to each to bring them 
more in line with the Blue 
Mountains (King James sandbag 
edition). Visitors should plan a 
partner and transport. For all 
recent seacliff developments, see 
Law's article in Mountain 117. 

Mount York 
On the sunny side of Mt. York, the 
route to the left of Nothing was 
done by Weigand, after attempts 
by various parties. This is now 
Next To Nothing (26), very 
continuous, and is one of the 
better routes at Mt. York. On the 
wall to the right of Metal 
Shavings, John Smoothey added 
yet another good route at grade 
24. 

Witches Glen - Shiply 
That such a good area took so 
long to be discovered is amazing. 
On the north side Giles Bradbury 
finished off his long time project 
and in doing so created NSW' 
second grade 28, just one week 
after the first. Vanity Case is well 
protected and rather sustained 
for most of its length. Geoff 
Weigand repeated it shortly 
afterwards in two hours!!! To the 
left of this Bradbury did the 
strenuous Physical Jerks (26). On 
the other side of the gully lies 
another of his creations: Sail 
Away was originally graded 24, 
but judging by the number of 
failures is probably closer to 25-
26. 

On the upper cliff line the 
possibilities for hard routes are 
staggering, and to date most of 
the obvious ones have not been 
touched. The best of the existing 
routes was Loop The Loop by 
Chris Peisker (25-26) (1986). 
Grand Junction (26) by Weigand 
is the leftmost and latest route on 
the wall. It is rather run out at the 
crux, and is sustained for its entire 
35 metres, a real classic. 

Medlow Bath 
On one of the best pieces of rock 
in the Mountains, Shiver me 
Timbers at 25 MO, may never lose 
its aid move in a virtuous way. 

Corroboree Walls 
On this shady cliff, Bradbury 
eliminated the rest on I Was a 
Teenage Werewolf(24), whi le 
John Smoothey added the intricate 
arete Texas Tea (24). 

Zig Zag 
Basic Rockcraft (25) is unusual in 
that its crux pitch is crack climbing. 

Mitchells Ridge 
Here John Arthur Ray (26) and 
Dead Man's Pajamas (24) have 
their moments. 

Peter Croft solos Los Endos (23) at Arapiles. Photo : Geoff Weigand. 

Cosmic County 
Bradbury did an excellent route 
cal led Bone China (24), which 
almost certainly will see few 
repeats. Mr Penney with his bolt 
drill has been making climbs safe 
for democracy. Meanwhile, Geoff 
Weigand hung around on his 
abseil rope to establish some hard 
new routes. Th ese stand as a 
monument to thrift, using only 80 
cents worth of bolts between the 
two of them. 

NSW received its first grade 28 
cou rtesy of Weigand. The route, 
Shimmering, climbs part way up 
Aesthetic Images then traverses 
to a line of holds up the gently 
impending upper wall. Several 30 
foot falls were taken off the upper 
pump out section. On the short 
wall left of 39 steps, Weigand did 
the rather dynamic Trilobite (26-
27). Around the corner someone 
unknown bolted the obvious 
direct finish to Hollow Men. 
Weigand had climbed the original 
route previously but managed to 
flash the new direct at grade 26. 
Mike Law is working on a new 
route to the left of Gentlemans 

Drag that will probably be harder 
than anything at the County. 

Wolgan Valley 
A trickle of new things continues 
at the Coke Ovens. Bradbury 
added a variant finish to 
flashpoint called Flashbacks (22), 
which is conside rably better than 
the original chimneys, and also 
did Vacant Possession (24) and 
Stolen Property (24), both bolted 
by others. Smoothey and Mike 
Stacey added a fine unnamed 23. 
Bradbury has started a route on 
one of the best walls in the 
Mountains, but it may have to 
wait for a European rock star to 
see an unaided ascent. 

Tarana 
This nice granite area near 
Lithgow has seen a rash of 
development, including Roller 
Disco_(23) by Bradbury, The 
Howling (23), by Mark Colyvan, 
and This One's For Evelyn (22), 
and Belly Acres (23), by 
Smoothey. 

Echo Point 
Warwick Baird climbed three 

11 



atmospheric routes to the right of 
Echo Crack: Iron Lady (22), 
Exorcising the Devils (23), and 
Alive in a Bitter Sea (24). Take 
binoculars to spot the bolts. 

Kaputar 

On The Governor, Mark and Paul 
Colyvan put up Live Bait (23), a 
classic sustained penetration of 
the huge central roofs right of the 
Great Barrier Roof. They also 
climbed Poltergeist (22), right of 
Spook. Nearby, P. Colyvan added 
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Gas It Up (22), Twist of the Wrist 
(23), and Balanced and Blueprinted 
(22). On Lindsay Rocks, M. Colyvan 
did That Old Soft Shoe (23) and to 
its right, P. Colyvan did an 
unnamed 23. 

New England 

Dome Wall has seen some 
development. Fuck Knows (25), 
by M. Law is apparently the line 
up the Dome, while Tuggin Mutton 
(24); by P. Colyvan is short and 
bouldery (the climb, that is). Paul 
also did Eat It G Man, (22), and 

Pace Fainting (22). Mark Colyvan 
then had a Backlash (24). 

VICTORIA 
Mt Stapylton 
Malcolm 'HB' Matheson (these 
days known simply as 'H'), has 
eclipsed all other first ascents 
with his success on the fabulous 
line right of Sandinista. Grading it 
30, H has been coy about revealing 
its name, except to deny the 
rumour that it was called Roast 
Chickens Today. 

Dave Mudie discovered that 

Geoff Weigand high on 
Shimmering (28) at Cosmic 
County, NSW. Several 30ft falls 
were taken on this "pump out". 
Photo: Catherine Gockley. 

Turpitude (24), was an appropriate 
finish to Sedition. On the Guernica 
Block, Dave Vass bolted That 
Fearful Vortex (25), Brian gave 
birth to a Genetic Sandbag (22), 
and Bruce Dowrick was Weebling 
(24), later adding the better direct 
finish. Somewhere between 
Sandinista and Halls Gap, Dave 
Vass went Ooh Ooh Aah Aah, and 
graded it 23. 

Mt Talbot 
This enigmatic little pile of rocks 
near Black lans is the newest 
playground for the Summer Day 
Valley Bolting Co. Big Wednesday, 
(23), by Falla is the all-time hooter, 
followed closely by Roger Ramset 
(24), by Scott Camps, who said it 
was way homo. Fella graded 
Small Friends and Fast Cars an 
ambiguous 23+, after a big jug 
parted company with its mates. 
Vegemite Danish Pastries is a 
boulder problem to get your 
juices pumping. 

Arapiles 
In 1987 Ara piles has seen its 
greatest number of OS visitors 
yet, including many German 
speakers, people from the USA 
and NZ. Many of the hardest 
routes had speedy repeats. Martin 
Scheel was back again and tir.king 
off desperates at an alarming rate, 
including: Senile Dementia (27), 
Free Fingers (28), Roundabouts 
(28), and Ethiopia (29). Gerhard 
Horhager (Austria) repeated 
many of the hardest routes in fine 
style, his best effort being Masada 
with one lower. Robi Bocsh 
(Switz.) repeated both Masada 
and Ethiopia quickly. Geoff 
Weigand made a comeback from 
severe elbow tendonitis to repeat 
Cobwebs (28) with a couple of 
falls and flashed Crystal Vision 
(26). On the Pharos, Weigand did 
the second ascent of RSI (now 29) 
but in doing so broke a crucial 
hold. The new move past this 
point is a lot harder and is now the 
crux of the route. It was repeated 
shortly after by Scheel. 

Peter Croft visited Ara piles and 
was constantly soloing between 
30 & 50 pitches a day. On one day 
with Weigand he soloed 83 
pitches (Weigand managed 65). 
However, on the day he left he 
added another little roof problem 
above Pilot Error called 
Strombeante (22). 

Never before have so many of 
the hard routes been repeated in 
such a short space of time. 
Unfortunately the contenders for 
the hard_est_routes were foiled by 
the continuing hot weather into 
late autumn. 

_The mopping up continues, 
with James Fella's Show Us Your 
Scabs (22) (no thanks!), Paul 
Hoskins' Cornflakes Direct Finish 
(24_), while Tony Dignan and Greg 
Child had A Night of Heavy 
Drinking (22). 

Louise Shepherd and 
Geoff Weigand 



BRITISH ISLES 

Jimmy Jewel Dies in Solo Accident 

SCOTLAND 
The Summer of '87 
Another poor year for weather, 
and again one in which the . 
mountain crags never really dried 
out for long. However, with the 
vast amount of rock on hand, 
there was much activity, 
particularly on the low-lying 
crags. Most of the major events 
would appear to have taken place 
in the Islands: St Ki Ida, where the 
expedition led by Pete Whillance 
managed to climb a number of 
fine new routes in this wild and 
remote setting, including a big E5 
6b on the one thousand foot plus 
Conachair cliffs on Hirta Island ; 
Skye, where Graeme Livingston 
climbed the long arete left of 
Supercharger on Neist Point at E7 
and where the potential of some 
ofthe other sea cliffs has been 
further explored ; Harris - here the 
big aid route The Scoop was freed 
by Johnny Dawes and Paul 
Pritchard at E7 - and on Eigg , 
where Graham Little and Dave 
Saddler accounted for a number 
of new routes on the Sgurr of 
Eigg . 

Glencoe 
Creag A' Bhancair seems to have 
been the centre of hard rock again 
with Graeme Livingston 
continuing from where he left off 
last year. On the Tunnel Wall he 
climbed the very impressive 
Admission (E7 6b/c), a pegged 
and bolted line left of and roughly 
parallel to Fated Path (E7) to join 
that route for its run out finish. On 
the day he red pointed this, along 
with Alistair Ross, he also climbed 
the serious Twilight Zone (E6 6b) 
which takes a direct line through 
the Carnivore traverse between 
Le Monde and Waltzing Ostriches 
(E6) to finish up an immaculate 
cleaned white streak. He also 
climbed Celtic Dawn (E6 6a) with 
Alistair Ross and Dougie 
Dinwoodie, a serious line up the 
faint grey groove a bout thirty feet 
right of Le Monde. Dave 
Cuthbertson also managed to get 
in on the action with The Railway 
Children (E6 6b), a route which 
follows his own Uncertain 
Emotions (E6) to break out left just 
past the fourth bolt to attack the 
headwall passing three peg 
runners. Cuthbertson also 
replaced the controversial 
hammered nuts on the popular 
Uncertain Emotions with a bolt 
and a peg. Bloodline (E4) was 
apparently repeated by 
Northumbrians Bob Smith and 
partner and The Risk Business has 
justifiably become the route of 
the crag, receiving a large number 
of ascents to make it one of the 
most climbed E5s in Scotland. 

On the lower N.E. Nose of 
Aonach Dubh the arete right of 
Stormtrooperfell to Mark 
McGowan at E5 6a, The Chant of 
Jimmy Blacksmith and Colin 
Gilchrist repeated the main pitch 

of Revengeance (E5) . Over on East 
Buttress, the direct line up the left 
hand side of the big leaning wall 
between Big Top and Trapeze 
which had been looked at and 
rejected by Hamilton earlier in the 
year fell to a bold lead by Kev 
Howlett who, even after extensive 
cleaning, managed to break a few 
holds: Salome (E5 6a). 

A couple of useful low-level 
alternative crags were developed 
in the Glen this year. The Bendy is 
the best, a superb little wall 
overlooking a pod in the River Coe 
about three minutes' walk 
downhill from the road bridge 
opposite the Lost Valley, and was 
developed early on in the year by 
Kev Howett and Mark Charlton. 
On the left hand part of the wall 
Roaring Silence, originally given 
E5 6a, now confirmed at E4, 
follows a line of incipient cracks 
directly up the wall to give the 
best route, whilst lnseine (E3 5c) 
is an excellent well-protected line 
to the right. The right hand section 
provides two more fine routes 
both climbing to the top of a 
slender pinnacle before 
diverging, Cockleshell Journey 
(E4 6a) moves right to join and 
climb an obvious arching 
crackline whilst Virgin Waters, 
originally E3 5c but probably E4 
6a, climbs directly up the obvious 
crack before moving up right to 
finish in the arching crackline. All 
of these were soon repeated by 
Hamilton, Kerr and Latter, with 
Latter making his own 
contribution by adding an 
eliminate between Roaring 
Silence and In seine to give 
Quietly Burning (E4 6a). Although 
catching the early sun, the wall is 
particularly good for squeezing in 
a route or two before the pub. 
Nearby, the walls ofthe dry gorge 
parallel to and beyond the River 
Coe, the Allt Doire-Bheith where a 
purpose-built bridge (no longer 
there) was used for a scene in the 
film Monty Python and The Holy 
Grail, provided a few more routes 
after Mark McGowan put up 
Opening Gambit (E4 5c) last year 
when he climbed a blank looking 
piece of rock to the right of a long 
slabby wall. Gary Latter climbed 
The Smouldering (E3/4 6a) 
between this route and the central 
crack, which was also climbed at 
HVS and on the left a line through 
the roof at its widest point gave 
Sweltering (E2/3 5c). 

At Creagallan, Botanic Sun God 
(E1 5a/b) by Andy MacDonald and 
Gareth Dady is a line left of 
Shuttlecock whilst at nearby 
Kentallen Bay The Powerbulge 
(E4 6b) led by both Latter and 
Howett is a technical problem 
attacking the hanging flake 
through the bulge in the centre of 
the crag. 
Garbh Bheinn 
On Garbh Coire Buttress, Sugar 
Plum (E1 5b,5a/b) follows the 
central depression and headwall 
whilst on the main crag Shiver 

(HVS 5a) is a pitch up the cracked 
wall left of Totties Poute, both by 
Guy Muhlemann and Simon 
Richardson. On the south wall 
upper tier Dave Cuthbertson 
repeated Tru Cut, thinking E4 5c a 
more appropriate grade, and Kev 
Howett repeated the superb White 
Hope (E4 6a) climbing a short 
section in the middle more 
directly. 
Glen Nevis 
This excellent area continues to 
produce yet more routes and the 
number of significant repeat 
ascents show just how popular this 
area is with the hard climber, it 
has always been known for its fine 
middle and lower grade routes . 

On Buzzard Crag, Liminality (E6 
6c), a line up the arete on the left 
with three peg runners, cleaned 
and prepared by Latter, was 
climbed by both Dave Cuthbertson 
and visiting South African Andy 
de Clerk, who went on to climb a 
thin overhanging crack up the 
centre of Upper Buzzard with one 
peg runner and make the long
awaited second ascent of 
Cuthbertson's 1982 route Exocet 

(E5/6). Lepidoptery (E4 6b) led by 
both Gary Latter and Kev Howett is 
a direct line through Caterpillar 
finishing up the last section of the 
arete. The Handren Effect (E5 6b) 
and The Monster(E5 6a) both saw 
repeats and had their quality 
confirmed. 

The Poldubh crags themselves 
have not produced too much: on 
Sheep Tank Buttress, Enter and 
Remember(E2 5b) by Stephen 
Bytheway and David Orr is the slab 
right of Gambit whilst on Cavalry 
Crack Buttress, After the Fire (E4 
6b) by Latter is a route linking 
Before the Flood and The 
Anniversary. Nameless Crag gave 
Cuthbertson and de Clerk Tirade 
(E5 5a) when they climbed the 
sparsely protected wall left of 
Diode, a route which is not HVS 
but an excellent E2. On High Crag, 
Latter added The Swing of Things 
(E3 6b) through the roof forming 
the nose of the skull and 
Cuthbertson's "bouldery" Sky 
Pilot(E5 6b) was soloed by de Clerk 
for a second ascent. Lower down 
a short hanging arete above The 
Block gave Latter Running Scared 
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Top Left: Doug Scotton pitch 4 of 
The Scoop during the first ascent 
in 1969. The free version takes the 
lower groove out left. 
Photo: Ken Wilson (from Hard 
Rock). Bottom Left: Dawes 
shortly before his monster fall on 
pitch 8 (6b). Photo: Paul Pritchard. 

(E4 6b), repeated shortly 
afterwards by McGowan by a 
slightly easier variant, and on 
Hamlet Buttress, Side Arms (E3 
5c) led by both Latter and Howett 
is a direct through Cubby's Route. 
On Upper Scimitar Cuthbertson's 
solo routes were repeated: Jahu 
(E5 6a) by Andy de Clerk, Mark 
McGowan and Colin Gilchrest and 
Sweet Little Mystery and Where 
The Mood Takes Me, both E4 6a, 
by McGowan. Another long
standing route to be repeated was 
Hamilton's Black Friday on Styx 
Buttress, now thought to be a very 
good E5 6a, which had three 
ascents in one day and a solo by 
Andy de Clerk after two leads. On 
Blacks Buttress superb fingery 
climbing up the slab between 
Land Ahoy and Kaas gave Howett, 
Latter and Griffiths Centrepiece -
a tied down skyhook protects the 
crux to reach a peg . Lucy Lime on 
Pandora's Buttress was climbed 
directly by Latter who thought it 
easier than the ordinary Juicy 
l ucy (E2/3 5c). 

Up the Glen on Whale Rock, 
Colin Gilchrest managed to climb 
the very technical slab/wall 
avoided by Wigley Wormsto give 
The Nuns of Navarone (E5 6c) and 
on Buccaneer Crag Dave Griffiths 
repeated Hard Station, thinking it 
E5 6a, and went on to climb a iine 
further right, Pieces of Eight (E2 
5c). 

In the gorge, Gilchrest soloed 
No Fear the Pocketeer (E5 6a) for 
the second ascent, repeated the 
nasty If Looks Could Kill (E5 6b) as 
did Hamilton shortly after, and 
Amusement Arcade (E5 6b) was 
repeated by de Clerk then John 
Christie with McGowan repeating 
Rats in Paradise (E5 6b). 

The few bits of unclimbed rock 
which remained after Wave 
Buttress came under the 
microscope last year were filled 
in when Mark McGowan climbed 
Frantic Across the Atlantic (E5 6a/ 
b), a direct line on Romancing The 
Stone and Jodicus Direct (E5/6 
6c), a direct on Cuthbertson's 
testpiece Jodicus Grotticus. 
Jason Williamson and Sean 
Maclean managed to find a small 
gap between Bewsey Crack and 
Botelar Wal/which gave A 
Spaceman Came Travelling (E2 
5b). On Blade Buttress, Flight of 
the Snowgoose (E6 6b), a route 
with two skyhook runners, was 
repeated by McGowan whilst 
over on Spreadeagle Buttress 
Latter and Griffiths climbed 
Assorted Gems (E3 5c) up the 
groove right of Rough Diamonds. 
On the Meadow Walls, 
Comfortably Numb (E4 6a) takes 
the wall right of Tickled Pink and 
A Cut Above The Rest (E1 5b) the 
groove above, both by McGowan. 
Short Man's Walkabout (E5 6b) 
was apparently repeated by the 
visiting Steve Monks as was the 
fine On the Beach (E5 6a). On 
Steall Crag Cuthbertson and de 
Clerk repeated Howett's Lame 



Kev Howett on the initial section of Salome (E5 6a), a friable alternative up the steep wall between Big Top and Trapeze on the East Face of 
Aonach Dubh. Photo: Gary Latter. 

Beaver (E6 6b) ridding it of its aid 
point in the process. 

At Creag Mhor Bhrinicoire 
above Loch Morar a line right of 
Penguin Monster called Election 
Mania (E1 5b,5b) was climbed by 
Andy MacDonald and Gareth 
Dady and West Coast Boys (E1 
4b,5a/b) the obvious chimney by 
Dady and Andy Slater as was 
Wrinkly (E2 5c), the flake on the 
face right of Grand Old Master. 

In Lorn, just north of Easdale, 
an obvious jagged fin of rock juts 
into the sea and this was climbed 
by Gary Latter and Ian Campbell 
in one long pitch to give the North 
Face of Sharkstooth (E2/3 5b). 
Harris 
Paul Pritchard writes: 

'Although it has been said 
before, it has to be said again, 
Strone Ulladale must be the most 
impressive cliff in Britain. At 700 
feet it's not the biggest by any 
means, it's not exactly got the 
largest concentration of 
desperate routes, and it doesn't 
strike you with awe when you first 
see it, only later when you stand 
at the foot of the route. What is 
impressive is the fact that it 
actually remains standing when it 
overhangs about 150 in 500 feet, 
in other words one in three for 
eight pitches! 

Jesting aside though, Strone 
offers some of the highest class, 
hard, on-sight climbing to be had 
anywhere with the Scoop, 
although the plum line hardly 
scratches the surface. It was upon 
reading Doug Scott's account of 
the climb in Hard Rock, especially 
the third paragraph:-

Blank leaning walls, and 

crackless dihedrals minimize 
the scope for free climbing,' 

that Johnny and I decided that this 
was for us. 

The climbing was hard, but 
definitely not as hard as we had 
anticipated, although the climb 
still took a six day Himalayan style 
effort. The first three hundred feet 
of the route were followed 
exactly, involving two pitches of 
loose powerful stuff, and a third 
pitch of smearing up a steep, 
crackless corner, that floated us 
back to Bwlch y Moch, though 
more so Eric's Cafe and Chocolate 
Fudge Cake! 

That brought us to the first lie 
down ledge, and we were fighting 
for the lead on the next stunning 
looking pitch, a wide open corner 
capped with a huge roof. Crossing 
the roof through a band of loose 
mica schist to land on a tiny 
perched slab was particularly 
memorable. A belay had to be 
taken below a corner of sapping 
slime, but as if fated, a beautiful, 
dry, 45 degree overhanging 
groove ran out left to join the next 
lie down ledge, onto which the 
Aid Route pendulums. This 
turned out to be the best pitch on 
the route, totally thuggish, and 
totally unexpected. 

By now the daily jumaring 
sessions were becoming a 
tedious chore, and the midges 
vicious; we had to top out, and 
fast. 

On closer inspection the A4 
pitch proved too wet and too 
desperately hard to get up with 
the two days rations we had left. 
A sortie out left turned into 
another hard pitch, and some of 
the pegs, placed on lead, were 

becoming laughable. From a 
hanging belay on knifeblades, a 
comfortable length around a roof 
and up a loose slab planked us on 
a welcome couch-sized platform, 
below the final monster ceiling. 

The aid route was just over on 
the right, but reaching it proved to 
be the psychological crux of the 
route. 

Dropping the ropes, our sole 
link with the world was awful, 
especially when Johnny took a 
flyer whilst trying to place a blade 
on the overhanging wall. The 
ropes cut half through, so 
promptly chopping the end off, 
and retying in, he shook across 
the traverse and so rejoined the 
Scoop, and merely vertical rock. 
Two easy rope lengths gave us 
the summit and big smiles, half 
joy, half relief. 

The Scoop went at E7 6b, 6a, 
6b, 6a, 6b, 6b, 6a, 6b, 5b and was 
climbed wholly on-sight. 

For me it was a fine first tick in 
Hard Rock, and a great adventure 
for both of us. 

Go and climb it, but don't forget 
the Midge Armoury!" 

Skye 
On Neist Point's An T'Aigeach 
Graeme Livingston has climbed 
the striking arete left of 
Superchargerwith Paul Moores 
to give Death Pirate (E7 6b,6b) a 
good but serious route with the 
potential for a big seventy-foot 
fall at one point. 

The superb sea cliffs around the 
Kilt Rock area have proved 
popular and a number of 
significant new routes were 

climbed by Aberdonians Dougie 
Dinwoodie, Brian Lawrie and 
company, details of which will no 
doubt appear in due course most 
likely through the SMC Journal. 
On the South Face of the Chimney 
Stack, Gary Latter climbed a 
magnificent shallow searing 
groove line split by a finger crack 
to give the superb Shear Sear(E4! 
5 6a). The centre of three grooves 
on the first wall encountered on 
the descent from the Bob Bob 
Stack to the Broken Needles gave 
Bob Wightman and John Topping 
Actually Hyperbole (E3 5c). A 
girdle of the Kilt Rock itself was 
made by Grant Farquhar and Jon 
Robinson when they followed the 
obvious break rightwards out of 
the descent gully to a finish up 
Road to Ruin (apparently 
Farquhar had to untie and solo 
the final bit of the route due to 
excessive rope drag): Brightside 
Crossing (E2 5b,5b). A few fine 
lines were also climbed by Crispin 
Waddy and Guy Percival: Ill Wind 
(E5 6a,6b,6a) or thereabouts, 
takes a superb line up the largest 
section of the cliff just south of the 
Chimney Stack; Fe Fi Fo Fum, an 
excellent E3 6a jamming pitch 
located somewhere between 
Tempest Buttress and Kilt Rock 
and Black Crow King (E3 6a) takes 
a crack about twenty feet left of 
Drop The Pilot. Bill Birkett, John 
Hargreaves and Fred Smallam 
have been exploring the northern 
tip of the island and the results 
are ascents of three sea stacks just 
over 100 feet in height, South 
Stack(MVS), MiddleStack(S) and 
North Stack (E1 ). Complicated 
and potentially dangerous
sounding rope techniques were 
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involved in gaining the base of 
some of the stacks, the best(!) 
method apparently being to 
throw a grappling hook across the 
channel until it catches on 
something at the base of the 
stack, take the rope to the top of 
the cliff, tension it, hope it holds 
firm then abseil down clipped into 
it - all very hairy-sounding stuff, 
especially if the hook decides to 
pull free. Also around this area 
the same team climbed a good 
route somewhere up a very large 
cliff, not much being given away 
here, Opening Gambit (HVS/E1 ). 

Up in the hills, Grant Farquhar 
and John Robinson climbed two 
routes on the Cioch, an overhung 
ramp high up on the left giving 
Pro/action (S) and above this a 
layback crack splitting a roof gave 
Oxytocin (E2 5c). Having known 
about an easy but good looking 
third line right of Magic and 
Conjurorfor some years Rab 
Anderson along with Graham 
Nicoll arrived to climb it only to 
find a trail of fresh chalk up it, 
those guilty being Bob Wightman 
and John Topping; Prestidigitateur 
(E1 5b) takes an obvious ramp/ 
groove to finish up a rib on the left 
although the second ascent 
continued up the easy groove 
finding the route HVS 5a. 

Eigg 
Graham Little and Dave Saddler 
have been very active on the 
Sgurr of Eigg producing some 
twenty routes all on fine rough 
rock, amongst the highlights 
being Psycho, a three star E2/3 
5c,5b taking the closest free line 
yet to the Nose on extremely 
steep rock and a wall called Ocean 
Wall described as "a beautiful 
piece of rock, superb to climb on" . 
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Details of these should appear in 
the next SMC Journal or New 
Routes Supplement. 

North West 
The pleasant crags lying just 
above the sea at Dia beg near 
Torridon had a few more routes 
added. Below the approach path 
to the main cliff is an obvious 
tower prominent from the village; 
right of this and a little lower is a 
very overhanging wall which has 
been called the Little Big Wall. 
Rubblesplitskin (E2 5c) takes a line 
of cracks and grooves up the 
centre of the crag; Edgewood 
Wimper (E3 5c) takes a good line 
close to the right edge of the wall 
and the highly recommended 
Local Hero (E5 6a) takes the wall 
and bulge just left of Rubblesplit
skin, all three by Kev Howett and 
Dave Cuthbertson. Another line 
was added by Gary Latter with 
Dave and Ian Griffiths when they 
took the short wall just left of a 
vertical crack at the right hand 
side, An Eyeful (E2/3 5c). Up on 
the main cliff Wall of Flame (E3/4 
6a,5b) takes a line up the wall 
between Northumberland Wall 
and The Black Streak whilst 
further right a smooth clean dome 
of rock in a slight recess gave 
Condome (E3 5c) up the obvious 
central crack line, both routes by 
Cuthbertson and Howett. 

On Coire Mhic Fearchair's Far 
East Wall, a fine on sight ascent of 
a route starting as for Birth of The 
Coo/was made by Graeme 
Livingston and Andy Nisbet to 
give Ling Dynasty (E6 5a,5b,6b/c, 
6b,4c). 

A number of routes have been 
added to Thollaidh Crags which 
lie in a picturesque setting near 
Poolewe at the head of Loch 
Maree. On the Upper Crag, Big 

fan Cropley making the fourth ascent of Cushionfoot Stomp (E4 6a), 
Upper Cave Crag. Photo: Gary Latter. 

Toe (E 1 5b,5b,5b) by Rab 
Anderson, Stan Pearson and 
Alistair Conkie takes a good left to 
right line starting just right of 
Teddy Bears' Picnic and crosses 
Knickerbocker Glory and Cocaine 
to a finish up the upper right edge 
of the crag. Five routes were 
added by Rab Anderson and 
Graham Nicoll one weekend, The 
Heretic on the upper crag (E2/3 
5b) is a long and very good pitch 
up the ramp and wall between 
The Bug and Pokey Hat with Cloud 
Cuckoo Land (HVS 5b) taking a 
short corner and crack through a 
bulge left of the rightmost edge of 
the Lower Crag, where there is an 
earlier not-much-known about 
Hamilton E3 6a. The other routes 
are located to the left: Second 
Coast (E2 5a,5b) takes a short 
shallow corner then a crack 
through the short leaning wall; 
Loctite(E3 6a,6a) is very good and 
starts just right of Rumple Fyke to 
climb a short crack to a ledge then 
a flake and thin crack to the top; 
Uhu (E1 5b) is the obvious crack 
just left of Loctite's second pitch. 

Worth mentioning from a few 
years ago is the superb Decadent 
Days (E2 5c,5c) by Anderson and 
Hamilton, a direct line up the thin 
crack between Castasis and The 
Trip, and the striking arete at the 
extreme left edge of the Lower 
Crag just left of Shazam climbed 
by Hamilton at E3 5c. About a mile 
further down the loch lies Loch 
Maree Crag, a big-sounding crag 
with only one guidebook route on 
it, which had to be looked at. 
Anderson and Nicoll paid a visit 
one wet evening to find it a most 
impressive steep crag with an 
extremely good looking and very 
prominent arete at the right edge. 

Unfortunately for them, Kev 
Howett had also been sniffing 
about the area and being a man of 
leisure, returned during the week 
to climb the arete; Spirit Air was 
the result, giving a brilliant full
length pitch which went at a 
surprisingly easy grade of E4 6a, 
for it looks much harder - a five 
star rating is given. The obvious 
crack line to the left was climbed 
by Howett at E3 5c with a finish up 
Spirit Air: Destitution Man, as was 
the wall thirty feet left of the arete, 
Blasad Den /ar(E3/4 5c/6a), taking 
a direct line through the centre of 
the large diagonal fault - both big 
pitches. Returning with Andy 
Nelson, he climbed the three star 
Jar/dam Reach (E5 5c, 6a/b) up 
the highest part of the crag 
starting as for the previous route 
then going left and directly up the 
wall above the fault via two 
scoops, hanging belay and the 
crux is near the top. 

Carn more was visited by Dougie 
Dinwoodie when he climbed the 
steep crackline right of 
Wilderness at E4 6b. 

Further north, and the excellent 
sandstone sea cliffs at Reiff, 
documented in this year's SMC 
Journal, provided another batch 

of about fifty new routes with 
Graeme Livingston getting in on 
some of the action with a couple 
of E5s. 

Further north still and raiders 
from south of the border 
comprising Boysen, Birtles, Nunn 
and Carrington have climbed a 
number of routes, some of which 
are located on the sea cliffs in the 
Sheigra area. 

Sandstone towers west of Loch 
a Ch read ha (¾ m north of Sheigra) 
gave Martin Boysen North West 
Eliminate (provisional name) - a 
hard offwidth crack (E3/4 6a, 130ft, 
poorly protected at the crux) and 
another 5c route with Rab 
Carrington and Geoff Birtles. An 
HVS neighbour to North West 
Eliminate was climbed by John 
Given, Phil Swainson and Mike 
Richardson . 

Foinaven's Creag Urbhard was 
visited by Torn Prentice and 
Simon Richardson and two HVSs 
were added: Mad Mink takes the 
wall left of the main corner left of 
Chicken Ramp, whilst Shining 
Wal/takes the obvious steep gap 
near lo/air. On Dionard Buttress 
the obvious clean white groove 
provided the same pair with 
Beeline, also HVS. 
Creag Dubh/Craig-A-Barns 
At Creag Dubh Newton more the 
obvious gap between The Hill and 
Colder Than a Hooker's Heart was 
filled by Steve Monks and Willie 
Todd to give a good but serious 
E5 6a . Grant Farquhar climbed the 
line shortly after, thinking it new; 
further repeats came from both 
Howett and Latter who 
commented on its quality. Colder 
Than a Hooker's Heart(E5 5c) was 
repeated by Howett whilst, after 
stripping out the ivy, Latter 
repeated Silicosis, thinking E5 6a 
a more appropriate grade. The 
striking arete to the left of 
Acapulco was climbed by Graeme 
Livingston and Andy Cunningham 
at E6 6b to give a scary and 
atmospheric route. Worth 
mentioning is that within a few 
days of each other two 
unfortunates fell from the same 
innocuous looking but nasty start 
to Wet Dreams/Acapulco and 
ended up in the same hospital -
others have also commented on 
this. Since this short 5b pitch is 
part of Acapulco and was not 
climbed on the first ascent of the 
easier Wet Dreams, it seems best 
not to spoil a superb second pitch 
with a nasty start when an easy 
scramble just to the left can be 
made. 

At Craig-A-Barns a number of 
bits and pieces were added to 
Upper Cave Crag. Graeme 
Livingston climbed a series of 
variations on Fall Out Direct, 
entitling his creation Silk Purse 
(E6 6b). Marlene (E6) has received 
a number of ascents and now has 
a number of variations on it, the 
best probably being Mark 
McGowan's direct, pulling out left 
from the fourth bolt on Marlene 



Right: Dave Sadler on the first 
ascent of Through the Barricades 
(E2 Sb), Sgurr of Eigg. 
Photo: Graham Little. 

Left Hand to pass a peg and reach 
the final peg near the finish. 
Cuthbertson climbed a harder, 
more direct variation on his own 
Lady Charlotte at E5 6b past a peg 
runner; Paul Laughlan repeated 
this, Marlene and In Loving 
Memory (E5 6b). Cushionfoot 
Stomp (E4 6a) was climbed by 
Ewan Cameron when two bolts 
and a peg were placed just right 
of Summer Days to produce an 
instantly popular route; however, 
Mark McGowan has since 
removed the bolts and climbed 
the route placing another peg to 
back up the one in place, coming 
in for some criticism in the 
process. [Keep up the good work
Ed.] On Polney Crag, Neil 
Shepherd and R. Worth climbed 
the wall between Psoriasis and 
Hot Tips from left to right past a 
peg which has now been removed 
Sideline (E3 6b). ' 
Creag An Dubh Loch/Glen Clova/ 
N.E. Coastline 
At Creag an Dubh Loch, Rab 
Anderson and Grahame Nicoll 
climbed the crack line up the wall 
left of The Wicker Man to give a 
good single pitch route, Idol 
Threat(E3 6a); a finish up grass 
shelves to link with the final bit of 
Wicker Man was made; however, 
some abseil pegs placed on the 
belay would be useful. On False 
Gully Wall, Dougie Dinwoodie has 
climbed an E6 6b to the left of 
Improbability Drive (E6), no 
further details available. Of note 
here is the fact that the awful peg 
on Giant has finally been replaced, 
an Aberdonian abseiling down to 
replace it during the winter (he 
must have been short, judging by 
the length of sling attached to the 
peg); a subsequent ascensionist 
gave a grade of E2 6a . 

On Clova's Upper Doonie, 
Graeme Ettie and Grant Farquhar 
climbed a big pitch up the fierce 
bulging arete to give the very 
serious Ori (E6 6a), the pitch 
apparently top-roped first. 
Shadow On The Wall (E3 6a) by 
Simon Stewart and Justin Dix 
takes a crack and slab left of Larch 
Tree Wall whilst Chitteroo (E3 5c) 
by Stewart and Ravey follows the 
slim niche and thin cracks to the 
right of Vindaloo Direct. On the 
crag containing Solar Wind, 
Stewart and Catherine Smith 
climbed the hanging grooves to 
the left of that route at E3 6a, The 
Cosmic Pump, and Stewart also 
added Ion Drive (E3 6a), the roof 
on the right. 

At Legaston Quarry two 
unreported routes from last year 
are the technically hard 
Aerodynamic (E4 6c), taking the 
thin seam on the left of Babylon 
Buttress, Neil Shepherd, and on 
Rose Wall, Remain in Light (E2 
6a), the right arete of Weasel, Ken 
Clark and Shepherd. Details of 
this useful quarry at Friockheim 
near Dundee, which contains 
some fifty routes, should be 
included in the next New Routes 

Supplement. 
The N.E. Coastline continues to 

be developed by the Aberdonians 
and rumours of some fine routes 
have leaked out; however, hard 
facts from this part of the world 
seem, as ever, difficult to come 
by. At Cummingston the long 
prow has gone at E5 6b and a 
couple of E6s have been climbed, 
one on the Red Tower up the wall 
right of Hole in the Wall. 
Other Areas 
On Edinburgh's Salisbury Crags, 
Election Special (E2 5c) is an 
eliminate based on and left of 
Ginger Nympho's Lust courtesy 
of Rab Anderson, Gavin Taylor, 
Duncan Bond, Alick Williams and 
Kenny Spence. At Ravel rig, 
Duncan Bond climbed Aching 
Inside, an E3 5c just right of 
Golden Brown and on the nearby 
Dal ma hoy Hill, Scree Surfing (E1 
4c,5b,4b) is a girdle by A. Plomb 
and R. Ferguson. Up on Ben Arty 
a hand/first crack up right from 
Dolly Parton gave Kenny Spence 
a pleasant E1 5b. Down in Roslin 
Glen in the Hanging Rock area 
Rick Campbell and Paul Morrozo 
climbed the obvious crack left of 
Under Pressure to give Voice in 
the Darkness (E3 6a); Campbell 
has also repeated a number of 
routes in the Glen. Across the 
Forth in North Oueensferry 
Quarry No. 2, the arete left of 
Scharnhorst gave Edge of Time 
(E3/4 6a) whilst the easiest line up 
the steep buttress to the left gave 
Upwardly Mobile (E3 6a), Rick 
Campbell and Paul Morrozo. Over 
on the west and at Craig more, 
Murray Hamilton climbed the 
arete right of Curving Groove at 
E4 6b. Arrocha r's Glen Croe has 
seen a few more routes added by 
Dave Griffiths, Prime Ape (E3 6a) 
is the wall left of Fear and The 
Sharp Kiss (E4 6b) climbs the front 
face of the bou Ider below and 
rioht of Upper Crag (three peg 
runners, one sling). On the 
Cobbler, Paul Laughlan gave the 
fine Rest and Be Thankful (E5 6a) 
its long-awaited second ascent, a 
further three ascents following 
shortly afterwards and Dave 

Griffiths climbed a direct start at 
E3 6b but declined to finish the 
rest of the route. Straight Flush 
(E2 5b) by Dave Griffiths climbs a 
prominent quartzy arete on the 
lowest cliffs in the corrie. Comical 
Corner, the large corner (S) fell to 
Ian Griffiths. 

On a more worrying note major 
access problems have occurred 
at Limekilns where two fine and 
popular quarried limestone 
blocks are situated. Problems had 
occurred earlier in the year and 
the Mountaineering Council of 
Scotland approached the land
owner who confirmed that if one 
of the blocks was "adopted" by 
the local Dunfermline Club he 
would allow climbing to continue. 
Unfortunately for some unknown 
reason the landowner has 
decided to go back on his word 
and proceeded to destroy a lovely 
piece of woodland by felling the 
trees and bulldozing the area in 
order to make way for a forestry 
plantation. He has also proceeded 
to erect a large fence around the 
area and after initially trying to 
stop climbing on the blocks 
because they were monuments 
to the quarrymen who left them, 
he has threatened either to paint 
them to make them unclimbable 
or simply to blow them up! Very 
strange goings on indeed. 

Access problems are also 
occurring at the Hanging Rock 
area in Rosi in Glen where the 
landowner does not want climbers 
on the fine sandstone buttresses. 

Plans have been submitted and 
look likely to proceed to restart 
quarrying at Ravel rig, a quarry 
which will not be missed by some 
but which is nevertheless a useful 
addition to the Edinburgh 
outcrops. 

Plans have also been submitted 
for the infilling of Lennie Quarry 
just outside Edinburgh where 
there are a number of fine routes 
in particular the superb Hard 
Contract (E5 6b). This is a 
commercially viable project for 
the landowner to whom the 
Mountaineering Council of 
Scotland have made an 

unsuccessful representation. 
However, since the project could 
take some years it is hoped that 
some sort of situation can be 
arranged whereby climbing can 
continue for a while on the main 
wall. 

Overall a sad state of affairs 
indeed for the Edinburgh 
climbing scene. 
Scottish Guidebook News 
The SMC are forging ahead with 
their new series of Scottish 
climbers' guidebooks with the 
latest in line (following on from 
the fine Cairngorm Guide) the 
excellent Central and Southern 
Scotland Guide. This takes in just 
about all the crags in Scotland 
south of the Highland Line. The 
next planned guidebook is a 
combir:ied ~rran/Arrochar guide, 
which Is being compiled by Ken 
Crocket. Following on from this, 
we are supposed to have the 
Northern Highlands which, 
although having been in the 
"pipeline" for some time now, 
never really seems to get 
anywhere. The unenviable task of 
co-ordinating work on this guide 
has been taken on by Geoff 
Cohen. Glencoe is to be the next 
in line, and is expected to be some 
2-3 years in production due to the 
amount of information to be 
collated to produce a new style of 
guide. 

The Scottish New Routes 
Supplement by Anderson/Latter 
managed to clear most of the 
backlog of routes stretching back 
some years. However, since its 
publication there have been many 
more new routes, and it looks like 
the next supplement will be 
produced by the SMC. Will 
anyone with information and also 
complete pitch by pitch technical 
grades for any routes in Scotland 
in particular those to be covered' 
by the aforementioned guides, 
send the details either to the SMC 
Journal New Routes Editor Andy 
Nisbet, Glenmore Lodge, ' 
Aviemore, orto Rab Anderson, 13 
Dean Park Street, Edinburgh. 
Rab Anderson 
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As we go to press, news reaches us of the death of Jimmy Jewel, seen here on his remarkable solo ascent 
of The Cad on Gogarth. Jewel•fe/1 whilst soloing Poor Man's Peuterey, a popular Severe at Tremadog, 
apparently whilst carrying a sac and wearing trainers. Photo: Paul Williams. 

NORTH WALES 
Tremadog 
August saw an end to the long
running Strawberries saga, with 
the first "on sight flash" (proper) 
ascent of this ancient desperate 
by "Masters Climbing Champion" 
Stefan Glowacz - a brilliant effort. 
Strawberries, a Ron Fawcett 
special from 1980, first climbed in 
EB's over 3 days, has for the past 
8 years repulsed all attempts by 
the "cream" of British climbers to 
make an "on sight" fall-free 
ascent; you know their names -
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they have all tried it and fallen off 
it at some point or other (although 
with prior acquaintance, fall-free 
ascents have been subsequently 
made). In view of the obvious 
extreme nature of the pitch it 
would seem rather churlish to 
include it in the next Tremadog 
guide at the proposed grade of E6 
6b, when surely, to keep the 
grading system meaningful in 
Wales, the route should be (and is 
felt by many to be) E7 6b. 

Sadly, grades have been 
savagely suppressed in some 
other areas, sacrificed on the 

"Altar of Ego", where the 
guidebook difficulty of a route can 
depend on whether the first 
ascentionist is, say, "one of the 
good guys or not". As there are 
few climbers "in" with all the peer 
groups simultaneously, petty 
jealousies and back-stabbing 
arise; doubts may be cast on a 
certain individual's ability and 
ethics - not to mention his 
lineage! His latest party piece may 
be downgraded to grade X by the 
"enemy peer group", despite the 
fact that it is two grades harder 
than every other route at grade X 

in the county! Having opened a 
" Can of Worms" , I'll now flee to ... 
Gogarth 
Another, even longer, saga ended 
when local " ace " Jimmy "Cool " 
Jewel made an " on sight" cruise 
of The Cad without its bolt ; the 
offending "metal man" was 
removed by " Smiler" Cuthbertson 
prior to the ascent, whilst Jewel 
abseiled down Watt of Horrors 
100 yards away, so as to avoid 
inspecting the route beforehand . 
A fortnight later, Jewel (aka Major 
Melons or Colonel Cantaloupes) 
went one better when he made an 
outstanding solo ascent of this 
still " highly rated" pitch; the 
missing bolt was then replaced -a 
nice finishing touch . . . 
Upper Tier 
Mondo Hard (E4 6a), the wall left 
of Celidh, was climbed by Martin 
Crook, Dave Kendall (AL) and 
John Tombs. Crook with Noel 
Craine then fought their way up 
the loose Hard Animals (XS 5c) , a 
variation pitch linking the start of 
Yellow Scar to the first belay of 
Celidh. 
Holyhead Mountain 
Sai Dancing (E3 Ga) from Mike 
Gresham, tackles the wall right of 
King Bee Crack. 

Thunderbird Zawn 
This lies below the radio relay 
station , between the Main Cliff 
and South Stack Island. 
Thunderbird (E4 6a,5c), a 
circuitous trip around this mini
Mousetrap zawn by Dave Jones 
and Ray Kay (rhyming climber 
extraordinaire), was not without 
incident ... a foothold broke on 
the second pitch resulting in a 40-
foot leader fall for Jones ... 
directly onto the belay - a single 
protruding peg, which bent over 
90 degrees, but just held . . . ! 
Red Walls 
Into The Light (E2 5c) by Crook 
and Andy Popp takes a groove 
and arete on the front face of the 
promontory dividing the Red 
Walls. Just to its left, This is the 
Sea (E5 6a) , another Crook 
creation, takes the difficult centra I 
crackline. Down at the foot of Left
Hand Red Wall , it appears that a 
huge section of " last year's super 
crumbly ", Come to Mother, has 
done just that - before its first 
birthday as well! This earth
shattering news is unlikely to 
affect 99.999% of the climbing 
population; however, Paul 
Pritchard, one of its progenitors, 
reports that (quote)" Now, it looks 
quite tricky ". Yes, Paul, suicide is 
never easy! 

Also on Anglesey, but this time 
at the opposite end, we have yet 
another leap (see Mountain 117) . 
Bridge jumping has arrived in 
Wales, with Telford's Leap (from 
his Menai Suspension Bridge) 
proving to be a daunting 
experience. All you have to do to 
embark on this "arc of eternity", 
is to tie the rope (securely) to the 
handrail on one side, run it 
underneath the road to the other 
side -where the would-be jumper 
ties him/herself on. Stand on the 
handrail (good view of the Menai 
Straits, over 150 feet below, from 
here) and leap off - tights are the 
recommended legwear, so as to 
keep one's trainers clean during 
the ensuing swing! 
Llanberis Pass 
Clogwyn y Grochan 
Peryglwas found to be much 



easier than previously thought by 
Mike Thomas, who repeated the 
route, grading it E4 6a . 
Scimitar Ridge 
Three more additions to this once
ignored crag mean that there are 
almost as many E5 (or harder) 
routes here as in the rest of the 
Pass put together! Mutiny on the 
Mouse Organ (E5 6b) from Andy 
Popp and Crispin Waddy climbs a 
narrow ramp through the steep 
walls left of The Bells, The Bells, 
The Bells. Waddy, this time with 
Steve Chesslett, found The Kicker 
Company (E5 6a) the big banana 
line (ripe for picking) to the right 
of Killerkranky. The hardest 
addition, a line between the 
previous two routes delineated 
by a line of six pegs, was the work 
of Johhny Dawes - The 39 Slaps -
a route obviously desperate to do 
statically. 

Craig Cwm Glas Bach 
Weasels Rip My Flesh (E5 6a) by 
Steve Howe and lwan Jones is a 
fine pitch up the pocketed blunt 
arete left of Skid Alley. 
Dyffryn Mymbyr 
Newly explored Craig Garth is a 
series of crags on the opposite 
side of the valley to the RAC 
Boulders. The routes lie on the 
left-hand crag where a steep 
undercut wall faces Plas y Bren in . 
The wall is split by two indefinite 
cracks; the left one gives Call of 
the Raven (E5 6b), whilst that on 
the right is taken by The Big Bird 
(E6 6b) - both the work of Perry 
Hawkins and "Big" George Smith . 
The savage-looking arete at the 
right end of the crag, just before a 
mossy corner is The Beast 
Beneath Me (E6 6b), first ridden , 
but not tamed, by the same team, 
with "Big" George on the sharp 
end. 
Clogwyn y Bustach 
The Witching Stick, a 6b direct 
start to Sleeping Beauty, was 
climbed by John Silvester and 
Steve Howe. 
Hylldrem 
The very steep GwyddBwll 
(Chess) (E5 6b) was checkmated 
by Richard Griffiths and Elfyn 
Jones; the route takes the 
obvious crack above the oak tree 
before traversing the wall to its 
right and finishing up a groove to 
reach the Hardd stance - a repeat 
ascent from Hawkins and Smith 
confirmed its difficulty and 
quality. 

Cwm Pennant 
Craig Cwm Trwsgl 
On this crag that "Time" forgot 
lies Exterminating Angel; it now 
has a direct finish, Iconoclastic 
Exit (XS 5b) courtesy of Al 
Phizacklea and Dai Lampard . The 
same team discovered another 
three major routes and climbed 
them all on the same day: 
Seraphic Sanction (E2 5b) takes 
the vague groove line right of the 
Angel .. . Lampard, Phizacklea 
(AL); Killing Fields (XS) ... a 
striking blunt arete right of the last 
route provides a scary pitch with 
little in the way of protection ... 
Phizacklea, Lam pa rd (AL); Day of 
Reckoning (XS) ... the superb wall 
150 feet right of Killing Fields is 
split by snaking cracks which give 
a route, quote, "rather 
overshadowing Exterminating 
Angel in both position and 
quality"! ... Lampard, Phizacklea 
(AL) . 

,Cilan 
The Path to Rome(E3 5c,5b) taken 
by pilgrims Dave Jones, Ray Kay 
(that man again) and Pete Evans, 
lies in a zawn, a few hundred 
yards west of Craig Doris and 
consists of a serious leftward 
traverse below a large roof, prior 
to a finish up an exposed groove -
the route is claimed to be 
"exceptional " . 

Pen Trwyn 
I Can Taste Those Cakes Already 
(E4 6b) takes the butch , bulging 
buttress left of Hanging Rock and 
was unearthed by the team of 
Hawkins, Smith and Mick Lovatt. 
Smith got in on the action again 
with More Quizzical Than Physical 
(E5 6c) ... a line left of Physical 
Abuse. 
Slate 
There has been a steady amount 
of activity throughout the late 
summer ... 
Bus Stop Quarry 
Besides the girdle of Rippled Slab 
being claimed yet again, an 
impressive new addition on the 
overhanging wall 20 yards left of 
ScarletRunneris Geordie War Cry 
(which sounds like someone 
loudly coughing while his 
testicles are being squeezed) (E4 
6b) by Bill Wayman, Dave Kirton 
and Martin Barnicott; protected 
by 7 bolts to a chain belay and 
" lower off", described as slate 's 
version of Great Wall at Forwen, 
and " safe" ... the route seems 
destined to become popular. 

California 
Wayman, this time with Gordon 
Landless, found the bold 
Midnight Flier (E5 6b) ... a line of 
holds above the void to the right 
of Route Two. 
Dali Area 
The cleaned groove on the right 
of Dali 's Wall is Stretch Class (E3 
6a) from Landless and party. 
Down in Dali's Hole, A. M. 
Maddison and J. Martin dredged 
up two little pieces: Sim ion Street 
(E2 5c) takes the corner left of 
John Verybiglongwords; Le 
Cochon (HVS 5b) climbs the front 
of the prominent pinnacle. 

Rainbow Slab and Walls 
The very fine A Ringin ' In Urea's is 
yet another sustained pitch (with 
obligatory finger-tearing crux), 
which climbs the area of rock 
between Raped by Affection and 
Cystitis by Proxy to finish up 
Splitstream . .. a superb 
performance from Nick Harms. 
The route was immediately 
repeated by Bob Drury, who 
described it as "brilliant". 
Opposite, the grey, bolted groove 
right of Vermin On The Ridiculous 
gave Harms The Spleenal Flick 
(E3 6b) . 
Paul Williams 
Gwynedd Whole Body 
Scanner Appeal 
This Appeal was launched 
officially on January 6th, 1986, 
with the objective of raising a 
million pounds for the purchase, 
installation and maintenance of a 
Whole Body Scanner in this new 
District General Hospital in the 
city of Bangor, where it will be 
available to serve the needs ofthe 
people of Gwynedd. At present 
no hospital in the county has this 
equipment. 

It should be pointed out that not 
only local residents are treated in 
this hospital but with the influx of 

visitors during the summer 
months the population at risk is 
doubled. Throughout the year 
there are also significant numbers 
of young people who have 
accidents on the mountains of 
Snowdonia. In many of these 
cases a Whole Body Scan is a vital 
necessity and such patients now 
have to travel by ambulance on 
congested roads to hospitals in 
Liverpool or Manchester for this 
diagnosis. Some do not survive 
the journey. 

The intention is to keep the fund 
going until the beginning of next 
year but there are indications that 
the campaign is beginning to lose 
momentum and it is going to be 
extremely difficult to make up the 
short-fall of £200,000 unless we 
receive wbstantial help from 
sources outside the county of 
Gwynedd . 
Please reply to: Scanner Appeal 
Office, Gwynedd Hospital , 
Penrhosgarnedd, Bangor, North 
Wales, LL57 2PW. 
Dr J.A. Davies 

PEAK DISTRICT 
Gritstone 
After the considerable amount of 
high-level activity recorded in 
recent months, as can be 
imagined with the cold days 
setting in, the majority of climbers 
are hibernating in the gym. Some 
of the routes here were climbed a 
while ago, but are included in 
these notes for completeness. 

The main exponents of the 
recent " rash" of gritstone routes 
are Ron Fawcett and John Allen . 
Fawcett's main forte at the 
moment seems to be aretes. On 
Stanage, he soloed the much
eyed left arete on the Not To Be 
Taken Away boulder, to create 
Careless Torque, a desperate 
piece of climbing in the E6+ 
region . 

Allen , also active in this area, 
soloed the fierce arete right of 
High Flyer to create a Chip Shop 
Brawl (E5 6c). Guillotine Direct (E4 
6b) is the reclimbed and 
straightened out version of the 
old route since the flake had been 
"chopped". Finally in this area 
Allen climbed the overhanging 
wall left of Off With His Head to 
give Tarzan Boy (E3 6a). 

Following this, Fawcett soloed 
the lower left arete of Usurper on 
Curbar, which has the most 
heinous of landings, aptly named 
Phone the Hallamshire (E5 6c) . In 
the same area Fawcett went on to 
climb the slab in between Canoe 
and White Water- in keeping with 
the other routes he named it 
Stopper(E46b). Probably the best 
route to be done at Curbar is the 
wall left of Profit of Doom, Allen's 
The Fall (E6 6b) - something that 
isn't to be contemplated from the 
last move on this route. 

On Burbage South, Allen 
soloed the wall right of Pebble 
Mill; We Ain 't Gonna Pay No Toll 
(E4 6b) climbs this impending 
wall, whilst Bath-House Pink (E4 
6c) takes the slab left of Captain 
Sensible. Fawcett climbed in this 
area the left wall of Sau/to give 
Rollerwall (E4 6c), and it looks 
desperate. 

Going onto the green and 
esoteric cliffs - I refer to 
Chatsworth - Allen climbed the 
right-hand finish to that most 
desperate of routes, Sentinel 
crack - Welcome to Body Park is 
quoted as being "an exhausting 

finale" and given the grade of E5 
6b (I always thought Sentinelwas 
that anyway!) Allen also finished 
direct from the Lichen traverse: 
More Tea Vicar (E4 6b) 

On the Roaches, Allen climbed 
the obvious wall right of Licence 
to Run, giving Licence to Lust (E4 
6a) - undoubtedly a sign of old 
age! On the Skyline area he 
climbed Drop Acid (E4 6a), the 
slab and overhang left of Acid 
Drop. 

Finally, on grit Allen climbed 
the arete and overhang to the 
right of Five Finger Exercise to 
give Liquid Assets (E4 6b) . 

Limestone 
Slimestone, as it should be called 
with the amount of rain we have 
had this year, has seen little 
activity in recent months, 
although those determined 
enough have climbed a few 
routes of note. 

Gibson, as ever the active man, 
has climbed the obvious line in 
between Kingdom Come and 
Kellog on Stoney Middleton to 
give Nice in Nice(E5 6b), a worthy 
addition. 

Neil Foster has added his 
contribution to Chee Dale with a 
fine route to the right of the 
recently freed Spider; Sloe Gin 
(E6 6b) looks as good as its 
neighbour. Just down river a little 
on Two Tier Buttress, Dave Pegg 
climbed the wall between Open 
Gate and The Incredible Pierre to 
give Short Sharp Shock (E6 6b). 

Although very little has been 
done recently, I expect with the 
imminent arrival of the three 
bumper limestone volumes 
(which look superb) that there will 
be a great deal more routes to 
report in the coming months. 
Chris Gore 

YORKSHIRE 
The impressive right arete of the 
Cow at llkley was Dunne by the 
said John after many top-roped 
attempts this year to give New 
Statesman (E8 6c). This is a major 
addition to Yorkshire climbing . 
John Dunne also added The Well 
Dunne Finish (E8 6c) above the 
belay of Zoolookto create a very 
strenuous undertaking, and as an 
afterthought climbed the finish 
again in conjunction with Taking 
the Rise (E6 6c). Two long
outstanding sieges at Mal ham 
were also completed when Dave 
Humberstone led Connect 4 (E7 
6c) and Paul Ingham Overnite 
Sensation (E7 6c) on the bottom 
wall. 

At Kilnsey, Humberstone 
proclaimed that I Ain't a 
Sponsored Hero Yet(E6 6b) up 
the wall left of Ground Effect, 
while Craig Smith thought he was 
indulging in Heresay (E6 6c) by 
bolting the upper wall left of Nisus 
(or could this be here say?) 

Craig Smith and other members 
of the Leeds Cocoa Climbing Club 
imported Czech tactics to subdue 
a last great problem at Rylstone -
Tales of Cocoa Power (HVS 5b) 
takes the (still) unreachable crack. 

Trow Gill has seen activity from 
Derek Hargreaves and Roy Healey. 
Wastelands (E1 5b) is left of Black 
Groove while Still Waters (E3 5c) 
is left of Ash Tree Groove and 
Surface Tension (E4 6a) is to the 
right of Freak Out. Hargreaves 
also found A Lifetime's Dream 
Fulfilled (E4 6b) when he soloed 
up the slab above the start of 
Walkover at Crookrise. 
Martin Berzins 
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THE GOLDEN PILLAR OF SPANTIK 
by Mick Fowler 

I t was Victor 's fault really - I had said 
that I would never go back to the 
Karakoram. Six weeks of sweat, grime, 

illness , flies , fleas and finally failure on the 
(then) unclimbed Bojohagur Duonasir in 
1984 had more than satisfied my urge to 
explore that part of the world. The fact that 
the mountain was climbed during our stay in 
the area by a Japanese walking club didn ' t 
do my Himalayan ego buds much good 
either. It couldn't be denied that a stun
ningly impressive pillar dominated the 
Southern skyline, but as we were failing to 
walk up easy snowslopes on Bojohagur I 
could never imagine myself grappling with a 
near vertical Walker Spur type feature at an 
even higher altitude. Excusing myself from 
the challenge by emphasising my desire to 
visit new ranges rather than return to the 
Karakoram I allowed the vision of the pillar 
to slip to the back of my mind. 

Victor rarely makes up his mind on any
thing until the very last moment so when in 
late 1985 he started making noises about the 
North West Pillar of Spantik they were so 
lost in similar aspirations towards all of the 
most exciting mountains known to man 
(and a few known only to Victor) that I did 
not at first seriously think that the trip 
would ever get off the ground. By late 1986 
however , Spantik had begun to feature 
more prominently in pub conversation and 
the memories of the Bojohagur trip had 
faded somewhat. I studied my slides - it was 
certainly an impressive objective, and not 
one that I could let Victor rush off and do 
without me. Succumbing to temptation , I 
let myself in for another six weeks in Pakis
tan. Friends collapsed in hysterical laughter 
- I had not really stopped abusing every
thing to do with the area since my previous 
visit. 

After numerous changes it was eventu
ally decided that in addition to Victor Saun
ders, Phil Butler , Bruce Craig, John 
English and Liz Allen were to be my fellow 
sufferers. 

Morning on the 1st August 1987 at the 
"hanging glacier bivouac'' - this was the fifth 
consecutive day that neither of us had 
moved from the tiny two-man tent perched 
at 5,800m on the North West Pillar of Span
tik. Outside the snow fell incessantly; my 
diary entries aptly reveal my enthusiasm: 
30th July- Didn 't even bother to put contact 
lenses in today. Nothing worth seeing. 
31st July - This is purgatory , 8 hours trying 
to sleep and 16 hours bored - every day. 
Snow completely covers rucksacks now. 
1st August - Snow waist deep now - unbe
lievable misery - can't stand it any more. 

I had never seen so much snow fall and 
endured such acute boredom for such a long 
period. We had food for 15 days and 
intended to carry 7 days worth with us from 
this point. That allowed us 8 days to wait for 
the weather. This was Day 5 of that con
tingency time. My thoughts wandered to 
work colleagues completing their daily 
cycles - get up , wash, breakfast , go to work , 
morning in the office, lunch, afternoo_n in 
the office, travel home, evening meal , even
ing entertainment, bed - and through all of 
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Above: A mudslide on the Karakoram Highway. Opposite Page: The stupendous Golden 
PillarofSpantik. The route starts on the obvious snow rib. and takes a fairly direct line up 
the pillar above (see text) . All photos: Mick Fowler and Tony Saunders . 

this we stay put in the tent. That's like get
ting up on a Monday , working for four days 
and on Friday morning noticing two people 
who haven't moved from their 6' x 3' tent all 
week! On the morning of Day 5, I cracked: 
"Victor - I can't stand it any more ." 
"Me neither." 

That evening we were back in base camp. 
Four inches of snow covered everything - I 
remembered then why I had vowed never to 
return to the Karakoram. 

Spirits were decidedly low , the water sup
ply was reduced to a slush trickle and visibil
ity down to 20 yards. A murky grey shroud 
of mist enveloped tents and morale. England 
seemed very appealing. 

It was 3rd August. Work commitments 
meant that I was booked on a plane from 
Islamabad on the 16th August and with the 
route likely to take about 10 days from base 
camp, things were looking decidedly tight 
on the timescale front. The temptation was 
to give up and go home. but after all the 
effort that had gone into planning the trip 
and getting this far , I felt obliged to jeopar
dize my reserved seat and at least have one 
final attempt. If the weather cleared suffi
ciently by the 7th. we would go up , if not , it 
would be back to England for me. 

After our four days of purgatory in the 
tent, I suppose we could have guessed that 
both the 4th and 5th August would prove to 
be fine and clear. The evening of the 5th 
found us back at advance base. Realistically 
it was obvious that this was to be our last 
chance of success, although high cloud 
skimmed the sky, and any cautious 
optimism that had built up over the last two 
days was held in close check. . . 

The alarm bleeped at Llpm - 11 was time 
for the lower spur again. We knew the route 
well by now - 15 minutes up the moraine , 45 

minutes across the glacier, l ½ hours of 
grade II/III ice climbing, and 4 hours of 
steady plodding , usually in knee deep snow, 
to reach the hanging glacier bivouac and the 
start of the real difficulties. We had left all 
of our food and most of our hardware here 
on previous forays, so at least this time our 
sacks were relatively light , and with a mid
night start we were able to avoid the 
debilitating effect of the sun and arrive back 
at the all-too-familiar tent platform by 
6.30am. Although almost half-way up the 
buttress in terms of height, we now had the 
difficult climbing ahead in the form of an 
horrendous looking 3,000ft buttress. 

Things were looking good - the fine day 
gave way to a starry night , and by 6am next 
morning we were heading for the technical 
climbing at last. Previous forays had culmi
nated in the fixing of 300ft of fixed rope on 
the first two pitches of the slabby lower sec
tion of the pillar , but in the 16 days since our 
previous visit our ropes had become deeply 
buried in powder snow in places, and inter
mittently frozen in. In retrospect , fixing this 
section was a complete waste of time , as we 
had only one jumar each, which had to be 
removed every now and then to pass sec
tions frozen to the ice. 

Our exploratory probe suggested that 
there was enough ice in grooves on the slabs 
to give continuous grade IV climbing -
perh_aps with the occasional harder pitch -
leadmg _up to a promment depression in the 
face which we dubbed "the amphitheatre". 
It was therefore something of a shock to 
leave the end of the fixed rope and 
immediately fmd ourselves on sustained 
and insecure grade V ground. The problem 
was that only certain grooves were climbable, 
and with an inch of powder snow plastered 
everywhere it was difficult to pinpoint 





Above: Day Two, pitch four. Moving left from powder covered rock to powder fil/ed crack. Opposite Page: The "shale " chimney on day 
three. 

which grooves held the most substantial ice. 
The end result was much whimpering on the 
part of the leader, who was forced to make 
regular character-building tension traverses 
between hopeful looking lines , and much 
penduluming by the second. As we stuck 
strictly to alternate leads, the pleasures of 
the different techniques were shared 
equally . 

Despite the unexpectedly hard climbing, 
progress was surprisingly good, and by late 
afternoon we had completed 8 pitches and 
could see into the amphitheatre for the first 
time . It was not an encouraging sight. A 50° 
slope at the back ran up to a steep corner 
system which provided the only feasible 
exit, but looked considerably steeper than 
the ground we had been climbing. Also the 
corners received minimal sun, and presum
ably experienced minimal freeze/thaw, and 
would therefore be even more powder plas
tered than the lower slabs . 

It was getting late , and I couldn 't 
remember passing a bivvi site all day: any 
ice was never more than 3" thick and the 
underlying rock was set at a uniform 60°. A 
small flake proved to be our salvation - not 
spacious enough to pitch the tent on, but at 
least allowing us to sit in balance. The tent 
fabric doubled as a bivvi bag, and probably 
rriore due to exhaustion than comfort we 
both enjoyed a reasonable night. 

The next day started well with relatively 
firm snow allowing rapid progress to the 
chimney/groove system exiting from the 
amphitheatre . It was my lead - awkward 
back and foot work and for the first time 
real problems with the cold . Even with con
siderable adrenalin flow, I was having 
trouble warming my hands . Air tempera
tures on the pillar were boasting the usual 
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Karakoram extremes, facing North West , 
we were in the shade during the morning 
and sufficiently cold to preclude a very early 
start - 7am became the norm. In stark con
trast, by 11am the sun had swung round to 
directly overhead, and the Fowler body 
could be seen to wilt severely. However, 
here in the chimney it was 9am and cold; 
technically the ground was "good V" which 
basically means that I was finding it desper
ate. Ice smears at the back gave some assist
ance but what ice there was became increas
ingly brittle as we gained height and the 
temperature dropped. Progress was made 
by shattering the ice , staring at the blank 
rock underneath and grovelling furiously, 
using any minute rugosity that crampon 
points could hook onto. 

Up to this point , all the rock encountered 
had beenirufur.m of marble, but I had now 
reached a shale band which formed a prom
inent 75° chimney leading up to the right 
edge of the buttress. An encouraging 
amount of ice was visible in places but, as 
Victor soon found out, it was so brittle that 
it shattered like a pane of glass at each blow. 
The whole feature resembled North 
Devon's shale coast in a hard winter, with 
slivers of shale projecting 3" or so through 
the ice and obviously more frozen in place 
than attached to the rock beneath. Victor's 
lead was steady and impressive, teetering 
from sliver to sliver for 150ft with only similar 
slivers offering dubious spikes for protec
tion . Another easier pitch established us on 
the right edge of the front face of the pillar. 

Across to our right , awe-inspiring , 
avalanche-ridden gullies overhung by mon
strous ice cliffs seemed surprisingly close , 
whilst further right again was our proposed 
line of descent: a snow-ice spur of modest 

angle low down which steepened towards 
the top, surrounded by a fringe of cornices. 
Not very encouraging, but worries in that 
direction were a long way off yet. 

We had now reached an area of snowy 
ledges which led up to a hard-looking 
powder-blasted corner ; this obscured the 
remainder of our proposed line. The 
extreme cold of the shade had given way to 
the enervating heat of the sun . Progress 
withered to a halt. Despite the sunshine, it 
was distressingly obvious that we were in for 
more snow. Huge grey clouds were racing 
towards us , prompting a rapid deployment 
of the tent. 

A third of the floor area hung over thin 
air but, with karrimats down and sleeping 
bags out, we could have been in a Lake 
District campsite . 

Outside, the weather was looking 
increasingly bleak - the familiar sound of 
snow drumming the tent fabric brought 
back nasty memories. I engrossed myself in 
Gorky Park whilst Victor busied himself 
with the continuous brewing technique -
basically this meant that I lay reading in my 
nice warm sleeping bag, whilst Victor strug
gled to melt the vast quantities of powder 
snow necessary to make a brew. Most com
mendable , I thought. 

Fifteen hours later - at 6am - it was still 
snowing heavily, and 18" of new powder 
threatened to nudge the tent from the 
ledge. Nevertheless, the ground ahead did 
not seem to be avalanche-prone, so after 
dithering about, we decided to press on. 
Route finding would be a problem if the bad 
weather persisted , but at least we had spied 
out the first 400ft during the previous after
noon , so knew where to start. A 60° snow 
slope leading to the powder-blasted corner 





Above Left: Typical deep powder on slabs, Victor Saunders in action. Above Right: Two pitches to go! The final ramp on day five. 
Opposite Page: Mick Fowler climbing gently beneath the final .. Ice-Ear ... 
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Above: The pillar in profile from Melangush Chish. The descent followed the obvious broad snow buttress seen here catching the sun. 
Below: Saunders escaping from a slipping tent at Camp Three after a night of snow. 7am, August 9th, 1987. 

looked easy, but proved to be 6" deep pow
der lying on smooth slabs. The vertical 
corner which followed consisted of 90° brit
tle ice and required continuous clipping into 
the ice axes, not to mention the masochism 
involved in clearing 12" of powder from the 
,ce. 

By midday things were looking better -
we had managed 600ft and the weather was 
clearing again. A fine ledge (the only one on 
the entire pillar) provided a welcome, 
though temporary, stopping point and an 
ideal opportunity to do all the things that 
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ledges or flat ground allow one to do so 
comfortably. 

As seen through binoculars from Base 
Camp, the next section comprised very 
steep rock walls with a series of parallel 
snowbands running diagonally from left to 
right. All but one of the bands appeared to 
lead to impossibly steep rock walls, so 1t was 
vital that we chose the right line. 

From our vantage point on the platform 
we peered hopefully upwards. The strata of 
the rock was such that numerous left to right 
slanting grooves ran up an overhanging 

rock wall for about 100ft to where the angle 
eased and we knew the snowbands began. 
A demonstration of my incompetence at aid 
climbing via the shortest groove available 
led to the base of a snowy ramp. The bad 
weather was back with us by now, but at 
least we seemed to have chosen the right 
line. Easier ground with only short hard 
steps led up into the driving snow until we 
found ourselves in a steep and horrifically 
constructed chimney - an exhausting pitch 
which , fortunately , Victor led. It was now 
well past our usual bivvi time , but abso
lutely nothing suitable was in sight. The last 
thing I wanted to do was climb on into the 
biting cold of the night. More very hard 
climbing led to a horizontal band of ice ; and 
in the gathering gloom, I insisted that we 
should spend the night here. 

It quickly became apparent that things 
were not going as planned. Wherever we 
started cutting, the ice turned out to be only 
about 3" thick - we couldn't even place a 
decent ice screw, let alone cut a satisfactory 
bum ledge. Victor went unusually quiet and 
I cursed and swore - acutely aware of whose 
idea it was to stop here. 

Two hours of effort had us "sitting" on a 
3" wide " ledge", both struggling to get our 
feet on to a solitary 6" rock which projected 
from the ice . Victor preferred to tie his 
rucksack into the belay and spend the night 
standing in it , whilst I opted for the support 
given by my harness. Both of us were sus
pended from the same jammed nut, whilst 
tied-off ice screws held the tent/bivvi bag in 
position. Equipment fell to the bottom of 
the tent fabric, pulling it tight and smother
ing our faces. Something told me that it was 
not going to be a pleasant night. 

The onset of snow was almost the last 
straw, the expanse of face above causing 



waves of spindrift to engulf us at regular 
intervals. The valance around the tent en
trance proved to be a perfect receptacle for 
this, and it soon piled up on top of the entr
ance zip. effectively blocking our only 
means of escape. Every now and then one 
of us would uncontrollably scream 
obscenities - unable to suffer the claus
trophobia and discomfort a moment longer 
- rip open the zip for a breath of fresh air, 
and suffer the inclcscribablc discomfort of a 
face full of powder snow. some of which 
inevitably left its mark deep in the warmth 
of our sleeping bags. 

The morning's preparation was a night
mare of cold fingers, wooden toes and 
assorted tangles - it was truly a pleasure to 
be on the move again. Such are the joys of 
Himalayan climbing. 

Day 6 from Base Camp started with a 
couple of standard insecure pitches taking 
us to the start of the final snow ramp which 
could now be seen to lead to a fortuitous gap 
between the top of the pillar and the seracs, 
which hung from the summit icefields. A 
monstrous 300ft high car-shaped serac 
overhung the gap through which we would 
have to climb. The ramp was about 6ft wide, 
and continually hard - one pitch in particu
lar being a nightmare of scraping crampons 
on 70° rock, no runners and a big, big fall 
down the vertical wall below as the penalty 
for any mistake. It was a fine nerve-wrack
ing lead by Victor which led to a point 
directly beneath the exit gap and - less 
favourably - exactly in the line of fire of the 
giant ice ear (not to mention lots of 
associated smaller ears). The last hard pitch 
loomed above, an 80° corner choked with 
powder overlaying a veneer of ice. Both of 
us glanced anxiously at the thousands of 
tons of ice poised directly above. Careful 
movements were the order of the day - no 
hefty thumps on peg runners here, more 
delicate taps and gentle clips into deftly 
inserted axes. My miniscule effect on the 
environment mattered not , but I had no 
desire to do anything whatsoever to tip the 
scales and bring about our demise. [twas a 
hard pitch both mentally and physically, but 
the end was in sight - only 100ft of snow 
slope remained. Somehow Victor found the 
energy to produce the necessary waist-deep 
trench. and we were on the summit plateau 
at last. All technical difficulty lay behind us. 
[ flopped limply onto horizontal ground; 
the immediate pleasure was a properly 
erected tent and somewhere flat to lie down 
- any elation about the climb could wait till 
later. 

[n England I had confided in friends that 
I would be satisfied just to climb the pillar, 
but now we were actually here, it seemed 
unthinkable that we should not try for the 
summit. Success, however, was far from 
certain - the morning light revealed the top 
to be a depressingly long way off, so with 
light sacks and our tent and hardware left 
where they were, we set out for the top . 
Plodding limply along in Victor 's steps, it 
was all I could do to keep going at all. Our 
rate of progress was painfully slow, but with 
sufficient rests the pace could be main
tained - the difficult part was keeping alive 
the will to continue when it seemed such an 
impossible task in the time available. 

Cold was also becoming a real problem . 
The powdery snow at this altitude was keep
ing our feet uncomfortably cold. Hands 
were fine - if our fingers became cold we 
could quickly warm them up clown our 
trousers or under armpits. Feet, however, 
were logistically more diffic_ult to warm in 
this manner. The best techmque seemed to 
be to lift them out of the snow and (energy 
permitting) shake them vigorously in the 

Above: Up - at last. Below: Down - at last. Saunders, Rajab (cook), Fowler. Now back to 
the office! 

air. This looked rather silly, and didn't aid 
progress too well , so foot-waving stops were 
kept to a minimum , and cold feet were 
something we had to live with. 

The day developed into an endless 
masochistic trudge. Surrounded by magnifi
cent views, I could only stare blankly at the 
tracks ahead, and envelop myself in the 
exhaustion of every step. At the best we 
sank in ankle deep - at the worst genuinely 
waist deep, and always in the penetrating 
cold of feathery powder snow. 

It seemed incredible that the summit was 
getting closer, but at 12.50pm our efforts 
were rewarded - we could go up no more. 
At 7,027m, with our goal achieved, every
thing suddenly seemed worthwhile - from 
the masochism of the last 6 1/2 hours to the 
bureaucratic hurdles of the last 12 months. 

We stayed for 45 minutes. waiting for a 
never-to-appear hole in the clouds before 
scurrying back to the tent , hotly pursued by 
crackling electricity and swirling spindrift. 
Now we had only to get down. A glimmer of 
elation grew in the depth of my heart. 

Two long days later we had cautiously 
crossed crevasse minefields, abseiled from 
powder snow mushrooms, lowered each 
other through cornices and very nearly been 
avalanched, but success was ours. The glim
mer had developed into a hearty glow. Safe 
at last, we had descended the untrodden 
descent spur and could now wallow in the 
warmth of base camp and relish our cook's 
hugs and flower garlands. 

It was Thursday evening- I had to be back 
at work on Monday morning. I do not wish 
to repeat the three days which followed, but 
suffice it to say that on Monday the Civil 
Servant shoes were duly in position under 
the Civil Servant desk. My other life had 
begun. 

Summary: An account of the first ascent of 
the North West Pillar of Spantik (7,027m) 
m the Karakoram, by Mick Fowler and 
Victor (Tony) Saunders. August 1987. 
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Herb North traversing on Candy/and (5.10a), Granite Mountain. Photo: Waugh Collection . 

THE TEN BEST CRAGS IN AMERICA 
Part Two. Edited by Jeff Smoot. 

Arizona Rising: A Look at 
Granite Mountain · 
by Jim Waugh 

Laying on the "front porch", I stare and 
wonder at all the amazing climbing only 
yards away. It boggles my mind that so few 
climbers ever find their way here. Even 
though (at times) I'm happy they don't , I 
realize that Granite Mountain deserves 
more than that. I also rest assured that 
anyone who climbs here will feel the same 
way. 

Climbing began as early as the late '60s. 
Through the efforts of the Syndicato 
Granitica, a group of climbers (from Flag
staff, Prescott and Phoenix) and the influence 
of the Prescott College (Rusty Baillie was 
teaching there at that time , as he currently 
does), many of the classics evolved . Their 
perseverance and dedication to clean
climbing ethics survives even today and can 
be witnessed by the bold nature of their first 
ascents and the relatively few pitons and 
bolts present on their routes . 

Located just northwest of Prescott , 
Arizona, or approximately 100 miles north 
northwest of Phoenix, Arizona, Granite 
Mountain was originally part of the Pre_scott 
National Forest, but has recently become a 
Wilderness area. Rising over 2,000' in ele-
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Above: The superb Granite Mountain , near Prescott Arizona. Photo: Ken Akers. Opposite 
Page: Barry Ward reaching for the Twin Cracks (5.12) at Granite Mountain. 
Photo: Bill Hatcher. 





vation to a height of 7,626', a variety of 
desert vegetation and wildlife abounds. 
And yes, there are those creepy crawling 
reptiles that will create many an anxious 
moment for hikers. Since water is scarce 
and sun is plenty, make sure you're properly 
prepared. A few details that might prove 
useful concern accommodation and the 
climbing season. Camping is permitted at 
the trailhead but water, food and showers 
will have to be obtained in Prescott. The 
best climbing months seem to be October 
through December and March through 
May , although I have climbed there alm·ost 
any month. 
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Starting at Trail 261 a moderate hike will 
eventually lead to the base of the crag 
(located on the southwestern slopes of the 
mountain). Be sure to stay on the trail as 
many climbers have tried to cut directly up 
to the wall only to spend the rest of the day 
pulling cactus and dodging rattlesnakes. At 
first glance the crag can be seen to be 
approximately 500' high and V➔ mile wide. 
However, as one gets closer the quality of 
the rock will convince even the most die
hard " belay off the bumper of your car" 
climber that the hike was indeed worth it. 

Sporting over 60 routes, cracks abound , 

even though there are still challenging 
faces. The ratings range from 5.2 through 
5.13a (Grade I - Grade III) guaranteeing 
most climbers a sufficient challenge. A 
word of warning - many of the climbs seem 
to be slightly underrated, especially in the 
5.7 to 5.9 range. Many times I have heard 
visiting dimbers express their rage with 
Magnolia Thunder Pussy's 5.8 rating or 
Camptown Races '5.9 rating. 

To try and recommend every worthy 
route would be too time-consuming and 
tedious . So I' ll start at the 5.9 level and 
work my way up . Immediately , two routes 
come to mind. Said & Done is another one 

of those climbs that may leave you question
ing the local ratings. Its highly aesthetic scc
on-d pitch requires jamming from fingers to 
hands up a vertical corner . Chieu Hai . on 
the other hand. seems to have a fair rating 
and offers liebacking and stemming up less 
than vertical corners . 

After much deliberation and anxiety I 
was able to pick so me of the 5 . !Os at Granite 
Mountain. Why so much difficulty - because 
they're a ll great' The classic Candy/and 
involves jamming from fingers to wide 
hands. ch imncying. a nd a spectacular hand 
traverse under a large roof. Watch out for 
swa llows fl ying o ut of the crack on the third 

pitch and into your surprised face. Witblitz 
with the direct start requires not only 
technique but ex treme patience as witnes
sed by its third pitch. Without giving too 
much "beta" . suffice it to say that one 
should not reach for the horizontal crack 
too soon. or you may be more attached to 
your bclaycr than wished. If you survive 
that section, then all you have to do is solve 
how to surmount the bear claw (a rather 
nasty bush) a short way above. Despite 
these obstacles you' ll find a lmost every 
technique being utili zed in a very demand
ing climb. Falling Ross has an interesting 
name . On the first ascent the leader had his 

Left: The wide open spaces. and no lycra in 
sight! The traverse of Candy/and (5. J0a). 
Photo: Ken Akers . 

jubilation cut short as his second ( Ross) fell 
severa l times. So what, you may say? Well, 
Ross was ove r 200 lbs. and the leader had 
him on a body belay. (Let's hear it for that 
guy.) More to the point, this climb has one 
of the most aesthetic, flared finger and hand 
cracks at the mountain. One route that 
seems to be getting very popular is Slammer 
Jam with Crack Lover·s Variation as its 
start. It must have somethin g to do with 
executing steep crack climbing and a short 
hair-raising traverse on a wildly exposed 
face. Nah ... One cannot leave the moun
tain without experienc ing Reunion ·s fine 
finger crack. This beautiful arc hin g crack, 
especially if approached via Said & Done, 
will please all. Finally. one cannot finish 
5. 10s without mentioning some of the face 
climbs. Thin Slice (into Soft Walk Var) with 
its ··sandbag" start and Slide Action Trac
tion with its "sandbag" finish will leave most 
leade rs frazzled. Waterstreak Delight (into 
Coa timundi Whiteout). on the ot her hand, 
is probably safer and yie lds -W' bolts as 
opposed to 1/4'' bolts. 

Up until the late '70s there were very few 
5.lls at the mountain; however, a sudden 
interest from such out of state climbers as 
Chris Reve ly. Ajax Greene. Ed Webster , 
Lynn Hill and John Long suddenly produced 
so me of the best. Adam ·s Rib is simply 
stunnin g. A strenuous groove/flared crack 
leads to a couple of difficult face pitches. Be 
careful to protect well at the beginning or 
one may get an agave ass ist up the route. If 
so desired one can avoid the first pitch by 
climbing the thin face (The Whiner) just 
right. Just around the corner are two more 
striking lines. Dream Weaver is guaranteed 
not on ly to tax your physical limits with its 
fist crack but also your mental limits with its 
final pitch of intricate stemmi ng. Delphinia 
Lightning Ass which starts at the same place 
is a liebackcr 's dream. Add its three pitches 
to Sly 's Idea, and you have o ne of the most 
consistent 5.11 climbs on the mountain . 
Probably the most striking line on the 
mountain is the Sorcerer. After a couple of 
moderately difficult pitches , you are con
fronted with an unrelenting 150' leaning 
dihedral. Eventually one ends up in a large 
flawless dihedral at the top. I suggest you 
don ' t try and stradd le the fl ake part way up 
this corner unless you have a great deal of 
padding in your shorts or pants. Last but not 
least. C. W. Hicks offers a sli ght ly over
hanging crack fo llowed by a corner capped 
with a sma ll roof. Not bad you say . .. 

The 5. 12s at Granite Mountain are few , 
but what there is is o utstanding. In contrast 
to the 5.1 ls, almost all of the 5. l2s have 
been done by loca ls . The first 5.12, Twin 
Cracks. was originally free climbed in two 
pitches. Recently it has been led in one 
pitch thus e liminating the hanging belay; a 
most appropriate upgrading as a no hands 
rest docs exist just above the old belay. 
With flawless face climbing and thin cracks 
one must negotiate the crux near the top 
and run it out to finish the lead. Once Upon 
A Time climbs a crack system ri ght of 
Sorcerer. For years the locals pondered this 
line. Some climbers from Californi a even 
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Above: Chris Raypole on the third pitch (5.1Gb) and Opposite, of The Good, The Bad and The Ugly (5.12b), Granite Mountain. 
Photos: Bill Hatcher. 

climbed part way up the crack. But it wasn't 
until April 1986 that the line was finished . 
After its spectacular and strenuous crack , a 
pitch of steep face leads to a welcome belay 
ledge. From here intricate climbing follows 
a seam up and right to a wild exit at the 
corner of the Coatimundi roof. Incidentally 
this route has not had a continuous ascent. 
The Good, Bad, & the Ugly is without 
doubt the finest 5.12. Following a free 
variation slightly left of the original aid line , 
impeccable rock via face and thin cracks 
leads to an exposed and almost isolated 
white wall. One other route worth mention
ing is the slightly overhanging crack system 
of Psycho Killer. Although only 40' long, it 
presents a perplexing sequence of moves to 
solve. 

Only as recently as August 1987 has 
Granite Mountain received its first 5 .13. A 
Bridge Across Forever (formerly The 
Nose) has to be one of the best crack climbs 
in Arizona. Redpointed after five days of 
work, one should expect contorted posi
tions, intricate sequences, and downright 
strenuous climbing. Just remember to take 
a couple of sets of HBs and plan on working 
hard to place protection. I also recommend 
that one thinks twice about rapping off the 
¼" bolt at the belay. Besides, the second 
pitch follows a nice crack system to the top 
of the Flying Buttress where much safer 
rappel anchors can be"found. 

Are there harder climbs and more first 
ascents to be done? You bet there are! In 
fact many of the locals are working on those 
challenges right now. But what. about you 
... My advice is if you like workmg o~ your 
tan, eating Mexican food, and chmbmgm 
shorts in October, then just perhaps Granite 
Mountain is your ticket. 
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Devil's Tower 
by Paul Piana 

Much of Wyoming is barren land . To a 
motorist passing through, the rolling , sage
coloured hills seem to go on forever, and 
the highways pass over them in long, 
straight lines. A bored climber, tired of 
driving through these high plains, might 
begin to wonder whether the purple 
silhouette on the horizon will ever grow into 
the famous Teton or Wind River Ranges. 
These majestic peaks garner the most atten
tion from climbers, but they are by no 
means all that Big Wyoming has to offer. 
Wyoming is rich with beautiful and spec
tacular ranges - The Big Horn, Laramie, 
Medicine Bow, Absoraka, Rattlesnake and 
the Black Hills - which provide a diverse 
and uncrowded frontier for the climber. 

Of all of Wyoming's mountains, perhaps 
the most subtle are the Black Hills. Other 
than a few small outcrops of limestone or 
sandstone, these mountains bump out of 
the flat northeast corner of the state, and 
with on~ incredible exception, provide little 
of interest to climbers. The exception is 
Devil's Tower, which punches out of the 
prairie and pine to loom over 1,000 fe.et 
above the Belle Fourche River. From Its 
base the columns afford 865 feet of vertical 
rise, 'and many of its columns run unbroken 
from base to summit. 

The Tower is made of basalt, the eroded 
remains of an igneous intrusion. An .Indian 
legend has it that Devil's Tower was formed 
by a giant bear, scratching and clawin.g at 
the mountain in a vain attempt to kill a 
princess. This was their explanation for the 
basalt columns that form the Tower. More 
recently, Devil's Tower was depicted as the 

landing site of extra-terrestrials in the 
movie Close Encounters of the Third Kind. 

Technical climbing began here in 1903 
when two cowboy boot shod local ranchers 
drove wooden stakes into a crack on the 
southeast face and attained the summit. 
While some modern climbers turn up their 
noses at that first climb , made by William 
Ripley and William Rogers , I have to give 
them credit for the first ascent of Devil's 
Tower. Theirs was a bold effort - far braver 
than most modern ascents. 

Modern climbing at Devil's Tower began 
in 1927 when Fritz Weissner easily led Bill 
House and Lawrence Coveny up what 
became the Weissner Route (5. 7). Just over 
a year later, Jack Durrance and Harrison 
Butterworth climbed Durrance, which has 
become the most frequently-ascended route 
on the Tower. The Durrance route is a 
varied and meandering climb of 5.6 difficulty, 
and if one ignores the opinion that the only 
good routes are hard routes, Durrance is a 
satisfying and enjoyable outing. 

Until the 5.9 grade is reached, there is little 
in the way of classic climbs. Easier routes do 
exist, but they are recommended merely 
because they arc separate and distinct 
·'summit routes" - that is, they run from the 
bottom to the top of Devil's Tower. Often, 
the first pitches of harder climbs are the 
gems in the easier grades, and if one can 
give up the summit, better climbing can be 
had on these "approach" pitches. 

Devil's Tower classics really begin at the 
5.9 grade, with such lines as Walt Bailey 
Memorial and Assembly Line. Like many 
Tower routes, these climbs involve easy 
bottom and top pitches, but have brilliant 
central sections. Walt Bailey is a full 50 
meters of thin hand crack climbing, while 
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Left Top: The practice - Todd Skinner on 
Hollow Men (5.12) on Devil's Tower, 
Wyoming , and Below: the theory - Tim 
Taula stretching for those unending Devil's 
Tower stemming pitches (honest, Officer). 
Photos: Beth Wald. 

Assembly Line, just as long , is mostly wide 
hand jamming. 

The 5.10 grade canie to Devil's Tower in 
1964 , when Royal Robbins visited the area 
with Peter Robinson. The 5.9 grade had 
been established by the likes of Bob Kamps , 
and Robbins bumped the standards quite a 
bit with his lead of Danse Macabre. Even 
though this climb is rated 5.10d, it is more 
deserving of a 5.11 grade. It is lucky for 
modern climbers that climbers as talented 
as Royal Robbins and Bob Kamps did not 
spend more time at Devil's Tower; if they 
had, the number of difficult climbs would 
have increased quickly, but unfortunately 
for our egos, the ratings would not be as 
high as we wo:utd.~ike! 

The best quality routes at the Tower are 
found in the higher grades. This is not to say 
that the easier climbs are bad; but it is 
certain that most climbs rated 5.10 or higher 
are the true Devil's Tower gems. These 
routes are usually longer, cleaner, more 
sustained, and prettier to look at. Let's face 
it: thin finger jams and severe stemming for 
a full 50 meter pitch is what Devil's Tower 
climbing is all about. 

Jeff Overton and Scott Woodruff began 
the trend in 1974 with their free ascent of 
Hollywood and Vine , a 5.10c combining 
sustained thin finger cranks, elegant stem
ming, and good protection , for a Devil's 
Tower classic. 

About this time , an energetic climber 
from the Black Hills of South Dakota began 
spending more time at Devil's Tower. That 
climber, Dennis Horning , embarked on a 
campaign that would establish many , many 
beautiful free routes on the monolith. 
Dennis applied his talent , enviable reserves 
of free time, and a great enthusiasm for 
exploring, and his list of Tower ultra-classics, 
including Burning Daylight, Belle Fourche 
Buttress, One Way Sunset, McCarthy North 
Face, and many more , are the envy of many 
climbers. Dennis Homing's best climbs 
were, of course, long and sustained, and 
today they arc among the most sought out 
routes at Devil's Tower. 

Henry Barber dropped in several times 
during the mid-1970s, plucking a few plums , 
such as Direct Southwest (5.llb), a great 
pitch of finger stacks and thin hand jamming. 
However, Henry's biggest coup was his free 
ascent of Dennis Homing's Mr Clean 
(5.lla). This "Comiciesque" line takes the 
West Face in one straight line, and is without 
question the classic route on Devil 's Tower. 
A short scramble leads to two full pitches 
of finger and hand jamming up a line so 
gorgeous that even perfect Yosemite lines 
look like second best. The line goes and 
goes and to a leader with burning forearms, 
the belay always seems forever away. Don 't 
miss Mr Clean. 

Of similar quality is Carol's Crack 
(5.1 la). This climb swoops up the left edge 
of the impressive West Face, and is graced 
with two superb, well-protected pitches of 
stemming, liebacking and finger locks. 

Farther around the Northwest shoulder 
looms the dark North Face. While it is 
hardly alpine, the shaded north side gives 
marginal relief from the scaring summer 
heat. This face has many excellent climbs 
ranging from 5.8 to 5.12. McCarthy North 
Face (5. lla) begins with an excellent and 



Right: Louise Shepherd and Alison Osius 
on The Prow (5.11). Photo: Peter Lewis. 

varied SO-meter pitch of 5.8. This "approach 
pitch" is often done as a climb in its own 
right. The lead ends at a cluster of rappel 
bolts just under the roof that provides the 
crux of the route, and is one of the shorter 
pitches on the monolith. After the tricky 
roof, 120 feet of finger and thin hand 
jamming lead to a hanging belay , from 
which most parties retreat. 

It is interesting that most parties elect to 
avoid the less aesthetic upper pitches - more 
weathered sections of rock which are often 
loose , blocky offwidths and chimneys. 
Rather than negotiate these " less desirable" 
pitches, most climbers rappel off and climb 
another route a column or two to one side. 
This is actually a very efficient way to climb 
at Devil's Tower. In fact, many modern 
routes don't even go to the summit. When 
the climb becomes unaesthetic, for whatever 
reason , anchors are placed and the route 
ended. Trips to the summrt a·re often made 
once, to "tick it off the list", and then the 
"summits" become rappel anchors at the 
end of the difficulties. 

The first consistent forays into the upper 
ends of 5.11 were made by Steve Hong, 
often partnered with Karin Budding and 
Mark Sonnenfeldt. This team "occasionally 
dropped by" to establish gems such as 
Direct Southeast (5. lld), an elegant and 
continuously difficult classic, Maid in the 
Shade (5.11d/12a), a perfect corner split by 
an RP crack for one of the purest and pret
tiest stemming corners at Devil's Tower, and 
several beautiful finger jamming exercises 
including Deli Express , Digital Extraction, 
Brokedown Palace and McCarthy West 
Face, all of which are in the 5.11 to 5.12 
range. 

Wyoming native Todd Skinner has put in 
a lot of time at The Tower and, as a result , 
there are now many elegant, superb, dif
ficult climbs with his name on them. 
Partnered by many people - sometimes 
whoever was handy, but usually with Beth 
Wald - Todd added many, many classics. 
The Power That Preserves (5 .12a), 
Graeme's Line (5.12b), Animal Cracker 
Land (5.12b), Avalon (5.lld), and Blood
guard ( 5 .12a) are some of the better efforts 
by this team. Bloodguard, consisting of 40 
feet of 5.9, 60 feet of 5.10, 50 feet of 5.11, 
with a problematic last 10 feet, makes for 
the best straight-in finger crack on the 
Tower. 

The summer of 1987 saw a large number 
of difficult new climbs established at the 
Tower, and there is little doubt that this will 
continue for many summers to come. Devil's 
Tower is a beautiful and unique rock climb
ing area. If you enjoy long, continuous 
stemming corners and finger cracks, then 
the Tower can't be missed. Of course, if you 
require a more cosmopolitan climbing 
atmosphere, perhaps another location 
would be better, as there is little to do at 
Devil's Tower except climb. It really is "in 
the middle of nowhere". The Rodeo Bar in 
nearby Hulett can be entertaining, and the 
Trading Post has more than one flavour of 
ice cream, but that's about it, unless the 
hour and a half drive to Gilette is made. 
Gilette is the nearest town large enough to 
offer movies, restaurants, saloons, showers 
and wire brushes. 

For those interested, what follows is a 
sort of "Best of Devil's Tower" list of 
recommended climbs: 
5.6- Durrance,* Accident Victim (first 

pitch); 
5. 7- Direct Southwest (first pitch) 
5.8- Bon Homme (Horning Variation),* 

El Cracko Diablo, * El Matador (first 
pitch), McCarthy North Face (first 
pitch); 

5.9- Walt Bailey Memorial,* Assembly 
Line·* 

5 .10 - Tuley Wood,* Carol's Crack (first 
pitch), New Wave, Belle Fourche 
Buttress, McCarthy West Face Vari
ation, Burning Daylight, Hollywood 
and Vine,* One Way Sunset, Casper 
College, Let Me Go Wild (first pitch); 

5.11 Mr Clean,* McCarthy North Face,* 
Carol's Crack, Direct Southwest, 
McCarthy West Face (Hong Vari
ation), Digital Extraction, Direct 
Southeast,* Avalon; 

5 .12 Bloodguard, The Power That Pre
serves (first pitch), Brokedown 

Palace, Maid in the Shade, Deli 
Express, Graeme's Line, Let Me Go 
Wild, Surfer Girl. 

* Routes go to summit. 

There are a few routes not to do, as well, 
including TAD (5.7), which is actually 
unpleasant; Everlasting (5. 10c), a chossy 
route with bolts in stupid places, and loose 
to rotten rock, which is climbed by many 
who love it(!?); and Broken Tree (5.10c), 
which is not wholly unenjoyable, except 
that it is a funnel for stones falling off the 
North Face. 

Devil's Tower is certainly one of the most 
elegant and unique crags in the world. The 
lines are straight and phenomenally pure, 
and provide climbs that must be on every 
travelling free climber's list. After a day of 
c_;alf-burning stemming, cuticle-tearing jam
ming, and cursing the anchors that never 
seem to get any closer, you can relax as the 
sunset plays the majestic, fluted west face 
and agree that Devil 's Tower is a perfect 
place to climb. 
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Cathedral Ledge 
by Peter Lewis 

As license plates and accents will confirm, 
all climbers eventually find themselves in 
North Conway. sipping tea at The Big Pickle 
and racking up for a route on Cathedral 
Ledge. It may not be the first crag on their 
list, but most won't head for home without 
a visit. 

A half a mile long and in places over four 
hundred feet high. Cathedral offers climbers 
over 88.000 square yards of superb granite. 
There are almost two and a half miles of 
cracks, one and a third miles of face climbing, 
three tenths of a mile of chimneys. and if 
you put all of the roofs together, they would 
stick out well over a hundred feet. And the 
cliff is steep. really steep. If you piled all the 
overhanging pitches on top of each other 
and rappelled off the top, when you got to 
the ground you 'd need a compass to get 
back to the base of the route. 

Buried deep in the north woods of New 
England , Cathedral Ledge has always been 
a bit of a loner, a little rough and tumble, an 
area that attracts fierce independents , indi
vidualists and eccentrics. In the 1950s and 
early '60s as the Shawangunks were becom
ing more and more popular. Cathedral 
Ledge and the other cliffs of the White 
Mountains saw little traffic. and according 
to Al Rubin's history in Paul Ross's 1978 
guide' ... were only visited once or twice a 
season.· On one of these visits in 1958 , 
Canadian climber John Turner came along 
and climbed Repentance. a fierce 5.9 
offwidth. With the only other routes on the 
cliff being 5 .6. it was a climb way ahead of 
its time and a sign of great things to come. 

In 1968. Joe Cote became the area's first 
real local . driving to the cliff every weekend 
in some clunker of a car and living under a 
boulder. In 1969 Cote ·s guidebook listed 
eighteen routes on Cathedral Ledge; today, 
the cliff has over two hundred. From 1969 
on. through the ·70s and '80s. Cathedral 
became the home for a long list of climbers 
that reads like a part of 'Who's Who In 
American Climbing: Ross. Dunn. Barber, 
Bragg. Wilcox . Bouchard, Webster. Hurley, 
Herr , Surette and many more, a determined 
lot with one eye on the rock and the other 
eye on the future. 

In the '60s. Cote nailed his way up the 
obvious , in the early '70s Englishman Paul 
Ross filled in between the lines. And hot on 
his heels in the late seventies, Henry 
Barber . Jim Dunn and Ed Webster began 
freeing everything in sight. In recent years a 
new crop of young, fit and enthusiastic clim
bers like Jim Surette, Hugh Herr and many 
others have continued to scour the cliff for 
new places to push the limits. As it has 
always been at Cathedral. just as one gener
ation deems the cliff "climbed out'. the next 
generation comes in with new vision and 
begins the exploration process all over 
again. 

Cathedral Ledge is well-known for its 
multitude of hard routes; the visiting 
climber will nonetheless find classic routes 
of most grades. Thin Air and Refuse offer 
three pitches of 5.6 face climbing of the 
highest standard. At 5.7 and 5.8 a taste of 
Cathedral's renowned crack climbing will 
can be found by linking up Bombardment 
and Black Lung on the cliff's left side. At 

Opposite: The incomparable Hugh Herr 
high on Tourist Treat (5.12) Cathedral 
Ledge. Right: Alison Osius and Jim Ewing 
on Recompense (5.9), Cathedral Ledge, 
New Hampshire. Photos: Peter Lewis. 

.5 .Y the cliff really begins to shine with, 
among many others, Recompense and 
Diedre, giving four pitches each of unsur
passed jamming and lay-backing. At 5.10 
nobody should miss Intimidation as well as 
a multitude of steep crack climbs on the 
upper left wall. Then comes 5.11 and 5.12: 
a h! those magic little numbers. Cathedral 
may have a higher percentage of 5.1 l s and 
5.12s than most other big crags in the coun
try , with over 70 climbs representing close 
to half of the named climbs on the cliff. For 
long routes, Wild Women and The Proware 
perhaps two of the most well known 5.1 ls in 
the East with superb, consistently hard and 
delightfully exposed climbing for over 350 
feet. For shorter routes, the Airation but
tress can hardly be matched for its concen
tration of extreme classics. Three hundred 
feet long and a pitch or more high it is home 
to 14 routes of 5 .11 or harder. Unrelentingly 
steep it contains some of the fiercest finger 
cracks around including the super classics 
Airation and Heather as well as one of the 
country's most serious hard leads . Stage 
Fright, where a fall off the 5.12+ crux forty 

feet up could well bring you to the deck. 
Face climbing also abounds on this wall with 
Camber being perhaps the finest. And 
finally, for those who would like to do battle 
with perhaps the East's most difficult long 
route, there is the recently completed Liq
uid Sky. three hundred feet of exposed, 
gymnastic climbing on the dark , overhang
ing wall to the right of the prow with pitches 
of: 5.10+ R. 5.11. 5.12- and 5.13. 

Stuck way out in the woods. Cathedral 
Ledge nonetheless shines as one of the 
USA 's premier 'crags'. a place rich in climb
ing history , and blessed with superb beauty 
and tremendous climbing. If you come for a 
visit however. don't forget to bring along 
your sense of humour as well as your rack. 
Cathedral isn 't just a place to go cragging, 
it's a place to go a little crazy. Like tying 
ropes together to do top rope laps on The 
Prow to Camber in a canoe, (beware of the 
local constables on this one). And finally, 
you can catch the latest craze, brought 
about by local lunatic John Bouchard, climb 
up the cliff. pull out your parapente . turn 
around and jump off. 
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MAPPING THE HI MALA VA 
Kenneth Mason and the Indian Survey 

by Audrey Salkeld 

T he reissue of Kenneth Mason's 
Abode of Snow serves to re
emphasise the debt owed by 

Himalayan mountaineers to the vision and 
hard graft of the men of the Survey of India, 
who for a hundred and fifty years sorted out 
the geography and plotted positions and 
heights of the tangled peaks of High Asia. 

Even as a boy, Kenneth Mason was fasci
nated by maps. He scarcely went anywhere 
without an atlas tucked under his arm and 
would spend hours dreaming over its pages. 
For him, maps were a natural extension to 
reading, pictures in the mind. And he read, 
too, widely, delighting in taleS'Of heroism and 
adventure, from which, with a natural flair 
for draughtsmanship, he would translate the 
descriptions of places and battles into maps 
of his own making. Younghusband's The 
Heart of the Continent was his favourite 
book at the age of twelve, by which time he 
had already learne~ something of Himalayan 
exploration firsthand from talking with the 
celebrated surveyor, Sir Sidney Burrard. 

Mason could scarcely wait to see High 
Asia for himself. An army career had long 
been settled upon, and he went straight to 
the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich 
upon leaving school. From the beginning, 
his cherished hope was to be posted to. the 
Survey of India, and in 1910, at the age of 
23, this ambition was realised. It was the 
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same year that Burrard, Mason's childhood 
hero, was made Surveyor-General - indeed 
Burrard it had been who requested Mason's 
appointment - and it was a good time to 
arrive, since Burrard's first decision on tak
ing up office was to order the re-survey of 
Kashmir and the western Himalaya. Excit
ing days lay ahead. 

The great Trigonometrical Survey of 
India was founded in the eighteenth century 
by William Lambton. In 1823, on 
Lambton 's death, the combined position of 
Surveyor-General of India and Superinten
dent of the Great Trigonometrical Survey 
passed to George (later Sir George) 
Everest. It was Everest who conceived the 
"gridiron" system of triangulation which 
forms the basis for coordinated survey 
work, and who measured the Great Merid
ional Arc through India upon which the 
mathematical spheroid for India and the 
Himalaya is calculated. Everest retired in 
1843, having set in train other meridional 
series of triangulation. The survey methods 
he initiated provided as accurate a system of 
measurement and computation as could be 
obtained at the time, or indeed for a long 
while afterwards. Even when more became 
known of the corrections to be applied for 
refraction, overall heights were found to 
vary remarkably little. It is only now , nearly 
a century and a half later, given technologi-

Surveyor-General of India, and 
Superintendant of the Great 
Trigonometrical Survey, from 1823-43, Sir 
George Everest. Photo: Royal 
Geographical Society Archives. 

A glorious Karakoram morning at the beginning of the century. Al/ photos: Mason Co/Jection. 

The Pamir link up survey team on their return to Hunza in 1913. Left to right: Hingston. 
Col/ins, Mason, Mcinnes. 

cal advances in satellite geodesy and gravity 
n:ieasurement , that significantly more pre
cise results are possible . 

I_t is easy to persuade oneself that explo
ration of the Himalaya began with early 
mountaineers like Sir William Conway and 
A. F. Mummery at the end of the last cen
tury; or with those Italian grand-ducal 
expeditions to the Baltoro in 1909 and 1929; 
or, perhaps , with the Everest reconnais-

sance and climbing attempts of the early 
twenties . True , these may well have been 
when public imagination was fired with the 
romance of great heights , but the trail had 
been blazed many years before. As in the 
Alps, mountain "sportsmen" were among 
the last to arrive on the scene . Before them 
had tramped missionaries , traders, soldiers, 
explorers - and most importantly of all. the 
men of the Indian Survey. More than forty 

summits over 20,000 feet ·had been ascended 
by the surveyors before 1861, five of them 
over 21,000; for many years, the altitude 
record was held by a native assistant , his 
name long since forgotten, who at the 
request of his sahibs gamely climbed Shilla 
in the Zaskar range to plant a survey pole on 
top. 

The first survey of Kashmir was supervised 
by T. G. Montgomerie, an Engineer officer. 
He was a fine triangulator and personally 
undertook much of the preliminary work. 
In 1856 from a survey station on Haramukh, 
he was the first to record a "cluster of high 
peaks" in the distance, 128 miles away. 
These were the pyramidal giants of the 
inner Karakorum, and for reference he 
numbered them: Kl, K2, K3 etc (the K 
merely signifying Karakorum). K2 was 
recognizably the highest in the group, and 
when Montgomcrie's observations were 
properly computed two years later , it was 
seen to be second only to Mount Everest 
among the world's known and measured 
mountains. 

The re-survey proposed by Burrard, an 
ambitious project, was to be on a larger 
scale than before, one inch to the mile, with 
contours drawn every hundred feet. At the 
same time , work would begin to link the 
Indian Survey with that of Russia across the 
Taghdumbash Pamir. Mason, after six 
months' probation, was sent with a trian
gulating party to Srinagar and spent his first 
months visiting the various Kashmiri stations 
used during the earlier survey sixty years 
before , including Haramukh . 

Before long , he was put in charge of a sec
tion of detail surveyors. His territory 
covered parts of the Pir Panjal , the Sind 
Valley, Sonamarg and the main range near 
the Zoji La. It was rough mountain country, 
yet neither Mason nor any of his men had 
experience in snow and ice climbing. It was 
something he saw he must rectify, and was 
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Above: Major Wheeler with survey camera, on the Everest reconaissance of 1921. 
Below: Lieutenant Hinkston making blood observations at 17,000ft in the Pamirs during 
the 1913 expedition. 
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fortunate to make the acquaintance of two 
brothers, both keen mountaineers, who 
were willing to give advice and lend equip
ment. Arthur and Ernest Neve had lived 
more than twenty years in Srinagar, where 
they ran the local Mission Hospital. The y 
had travelled and climbed throughout 
Kashmir and nearby Ladakh, and acted 
rather as a remote outpost of the Alpine 
Club, always ready to welcome visiting 
alpinists. Mason made his first roped climbs 
with them, and later frequently joined them 
on holiday excursions, particularly to the 
Kolahoi area. 

At the same time, Mason introduced 
himself to the mountaineer Charlie Bruce, a 
major with the 5th Gurkhas, who for years 
had regularly taken men of his regiment 
into the hills for training. Bruce was pleased 
to attach two of his best riflemen to Mason's 
team - the idea presumably being that they 
should pick up a working knowledge of sur
veying, but Mason later acknowledged that 
it was largely thanks to them that he began 
to show any competence as a mountaineer. 
" It was all great fun," he recalled. "The 
lower mountains of the Punjab Himalaya 
are both a climber's and a sportsman's 
paradise. There are none of the difficulties 
of the Assam Himalaya caused by dense 
jungle, and none of the purgatory of the 
bitter blasts and severe cold of the giants. It 
is possible to break one's neck, but there is 
no need to do so." 

He sent home to England for a pair of 
skis, and with the aid of a handbook taught 
himself to use them. He was possibly the 
first person to ski in the East. Both his 
climbing and his skiing proved useful 
adjuncts to survey work , though he always 
regretted he had never had the opportunity 
to learn climbing "properly" with expert 
Alpine guides. Indeed some years later 
when Mason, by then a member of the 
Alpine Club , very much wanted to be 
included on the first Everest Reconnaissance 
Expedition , he confided to his close friend 
Arthur Hinks, the Secretary of the Royal 
Geographical Society, " I haven ' t had 
enough experience of actual rope work. 
Out here the tendency is rather to take risks 
(without roping) that the Alpine Club 
would rightly condemn. The result is I know 
I should be considered unsafe on the rope. " 

In 1912 it fell to Mason to assume the 
supervision of the Indian side of the link-up 
with Russia across the Pamirs. His friend, 
Harry Bell, who was in charge, had died 
earlier that year after developing acute 
appendicitis on a remote pass. In a separate 
incident , two of his assistants had been killed 
and others incapacitated when their tent 
was struck by lightning. Mason had to put 
together and train a new team, comprised 
largely of Gurkhas , and with Captain R. W. 
G. Hingston as doctor , set off in May 19l3 
for the Ilurzil Pass. At the end of a long and 
very hard surveying season, the positions 
and heights of many peaks had been "fixed" 
and a framework of triangulation prepared 
to connect with that of their Russian coun
terparts. When married together the two 
surveys were found to differ by no more 
than a metre and a half' 

Great progress had been made on the re
survey work , but with the outbreak of War 
in 1914, work was to slow down considerably 
as many of the younger officers , including 
Mason , returned to Europe for active ser
vice. Once the War was over, disillusion 
and change affected the Indian Survey , in 
no less measure than it did every other walk 
of life. The pre-war spirit of optimism and 
adventure could never, it seemed, be recap
tured. I.!! the words of Mason: 

The old friendliness of the mountain 



Above: The Shaksgam Valley in 1926, blocked by the four mile wide Kyagar Glacier, with its 200-300ft high ice pinnacles. Gasherbrum, 
Broad Peak and K2 can be seen some 40 miles distant. Below: The saddle of Broad Peak. and the pyramids of K2 and Skyang Kangri from 
the Tater La in 1926. 

brotherhood had received a shock. Men 
who had met among the mountains of 
the world had fought as enemies and had 
learned to hate ; men 's names had been 
expunged from the membership of their 
Alpine clubs. Friends had been killed or 
maimed , especially those in the prime of 
life. 

The Survey had lost many of its young offi
cers; but in Mason 's view, perhaps its most 
severe loss at this time was the retirement of 
Sir Sidney Burrard. Without his vision and 
enthusiasm, the survey programme was cut 
back drastically. The new Surveyor-General , 
C. H. D. Ryder, was a man with whom 

Mason never achieved the same sympathetic 
understanding . 

It was in this unsettled climate that plans 
were made for the first Everest Reconnais
sance. Ryder saw the proposed expeditionary 
party as an unlikely group of amateurs 
poaching upon his territory , and he found 
the climbing emphasis altogether too frivol
ous. However, he realised also that if this 
was to be the first exploratory journey into 
Tibet for many years, and the first ever to 
the Northern slopes of Everest, the Indian 
Survey really ought to be represented. The 
Everest Committee was keen to have Mason 
attached to the party , and had actually 

promised him a place subject to Ryder 's 
agreement. He began training seriously, 
and it is curious therefore to understand 
why, as late as January 1921, Ryder should 
inform the Committee that Mason was 
"definitely not for it". The war, he 
declared. had given youngish men enough 
excitement to last a long time. "They do not 
jump at a chance like this as a change from 
the monotony of normal life , as we should 
have done at that age." 

Ryder agreed that Henry Morshead, a 
senior survey officer, could go. Morshead 
had recently returned from Kamet with 
Kellas and some years before had explored 
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the Tsangpo with Bailey. He was a popular 
choice, but the Everest Committee still 
wanted Mason as well. Also, it had heard 
that E. 0 . Wheeler, a Canadian mountain
eer, had lately joined the Survey: it was 
hoping too much , the Committee assumed, 
that he , too , could be spared? Ryder did not 
respond kindly to pressure, nor to being 
told by the President of the Everest Com
mittee who were his best surveyors. He had 
little time for academic geographers and 
certainly resented it when. from offices 
back in England, they pontificated on the 
relative value of modern surveying 
techniques. Nonetheless, he agreed to 
release Wheeler, remarking crisply, 
"Mason is disappointed , I fancy, but I can't 
spare three men , and I think my two arc 
better all round." 

The exclusion of Mason was an intended 
snub, and one he found it difficult to forgive, 
the more so since, far from being too busy to 
be spared, he was kicking his heels , wonder
ing how to fill his days. Survey work in India 
had dwindled almost to a standstill. Fortu
nately for posterity , Mason took his disap
pointment to the library at Dehra Dun, 
where all Himalayan survey records are 
kept, and immersed himself in historical 
research. He wrote papers on Central Asian 
exploration for various publication~ , and 
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was all this time laying seeds for later recog
nition as the authority on the Himalaya. By 
keeping in touch with international scientific 
projects and mountaineers, he won the 
friendship and support of geographers and 
explorers way beyond the Survey of India. 
His authority was further confirmed in 1926 
when, with assistance from the Royal Geo
graphical Society, Mason undertook the 
survey of the upper Shaksgam , which had 
been seen by Younghusband , but never 
before been penetrated. 

·'The real problem of exploration in this 
area," Mason wrote, "• is one of organiza
tion": 

"In most parts of the Himalaya and 
Karakoram a small amount of local 
supplies can be counted upon and local 
porters arc enrolled. Beyond the Great 
Karakoram , the Shaksgam and upper 
Yarkand valleys are uninhabited , and 
even fuel and grass are often absent. 
From Panamik , the last village where 
there arc limited supplies of flour, to the 
po int where we hoped to enter the 
Shaksgam was a march of fourteen days. 
We planned to be away from Panamik 
from 20 J unc to 7 October, about I I 0 
days. I needed 21 baggage ponies and 24 
Ladakhi porters for work in the 
Shaksgam for 82 days. For the carriage 

Above: Details of the photographic survey 
equipment. Left: Shaksgam Base Camp. 
1926. Left to right: Captain F. 0. Cave. 
Majors Mason. Clifford. and Minchinton. 

Opposite Page: Fazil Elahi. plane table 
surveying on the Ramani Glacier in 1936. 
with the distinctive profile of Changabang 
in the background. 

of our equipment and for fodder and 
food we required 137 more baggage 
ponies with 46 pony-men to look after 
them for the fourteen days· march to the 
Shaksgam: these had to be rationed for 
28 days ; and their food and fodder had to 
be carried by other animals. The modern 
word for this is ' logistics ': to me it is 
synonymous with 'headache'." 

His organization. however , headache or 
not, was impeccable , and the whole enter
prise a resounding success, the crowning 
achievement of his surveying career. A two
miles-to-the-inch map of the Shaksgam and 
Aghil Ranges was produced by plane-tabling 
and triangulation. Mason also 
experimented with recently developed 
stereographic methods, and from data col
lected. three maps of different scales were 
later plotted in Switzerland using the new 
·'Wild Autograph" machine. It was the first 
attempt to use stereographic survey for 
small scales and great distances. The result 
was that a rugged and complex region. a 
previously unknown gap falling between 
the earlier surveys of the Duke of Abruzzi, 
De Filippi, Wood. Longstaff and Grant 
Peterkin , could be filled in on the 
Karakoram map. For this contribution, 
together with his earlier work in the Pamirs , 
Mason was awarded the Founder's Gold 
Medal of the Royal Geographical Society. 

From the early nineteen-thirties with 
more mo_untaincering expeditions c~ming 
to the Himalaya, and at a time when the 
official _Indian survey programme had 
slowed nght down , surveyors and climbers 
became more interdependent. It was left to 
mountaineering parties to first explore the 
Kumaun, for example - the Nanda Devi 
Sanctua_ry, Kam ct and the Gangotri - and it 
was their obs_ervations that pointed up the 
blanks and discrepancies in existing maps. 
In 1935. a re-s urvey of this area was finally 
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sanctioned. and for many years was under 
the direction of Major Gordon Osmaston. 
By the time the Second War broke out, a 
detailed topographical survey existed of the 
whole Kumaun. from the Sutlej watershed 
to the boundaries of Nepal and Tibet. 

Meanwhile. in 1927, Mason. with others. 
had founded the Himalayan Club for those 
interested in Himalayan mountaineering. 
and he himself became the first honorary 
editor of its annual journal. It was a post he 
held until the middle of the second war. and 
the standard he then set for scholarship and 
accuracy has been a hard one for subsequent 
editors to follow. In J 932 Mason returned 
to England to take up the newly-created 
professorship of Geography at Oxford Uni
versity. His unrivalled knowledge of range
names enabled him to take a leading part in 
the Karakoram conference in 1938. When he 
retired from Oxford in 1953, he concentrated 
on gathering all his Himalayan knowledge 
into a single book of geography and history. 
Abode of Snow first appeared in 1955 and 
was immediately acclaimed as an essential 
work. and indeed has remained the bible for 
all interested in the perspective of 
Himalayan exploration ever since. even 
though it has long been out of print. Now at 
last it is available once more. Diadem 
Books have reissued the work with a new 
selection of photographs and an introduc
tion from Doug Scott. 

Given such a monumental subject. such a 
wealth of patiently-accumulated· detail. it is 
a wonder that this book can at the same time 
be so entertaining. It reads as a compelling 
narrative. even within the constraints 
imposed upon it by a degree of geographical 
d1v1s1on. This is of course in no small meas
ure due to Mason ·s understanding of events. 
of the significance of particular exploratory 
achievements, of his personal knowledge of 
so many of the men involved and the hard-

ships they endured. He docs not forget 
either to pay tribute to the native contribu
tion: remembering especially those loyal 
and modest pundit-explorers who at the end 
of the last century ventured with hidden 
notebooks into lands forbidden to white 
men . Travelling as pilgrims, they would dis
appear for months , even years on end , criss
crossing Tibet or Nepal and patiently 
recording distances by the beads on their 
rosaries. Then and later. in remote areas 
where more formal surveying was possible, 
it was trained Indian officers and assistants 
who supplied the bulk of the manpower , 
humping awkward equipment to difficult 
vantage "" stations"" and patiently plane
tabling. Among others. Mason records his 
own succession of able assistants, with a 
special mention for Khan Sahib Afraz Gui 
Khan. who undertook the plane-tabling on 
the Shaksgam Survey. and for Faz] Elahi 
who worked with Osmaston in the thirties 
and on one occasion when caught in a mon
soon blizzard at the head of the Gangotri 
glacier. managed to lead his four frightened 
khalasis through deep snowdrifts to safety. 

It was no easy life. being a surveyor. Not 
only was there a rigorous job to be done on 
difficult and frequently dangerous terrain. 
There were many long periods spent away 
from civilisation (and consequently from 
food supplies). or in some areas. the risk of 
intruding upon hostile natives: several sur
veyors were murdered in the course of their 
duties. There were the hazards of sickness 
and injury: the appendicitis that killed Bell. 
the lightning bolt that felled his assistants: 
Mason told~ of an occasion when his own 
tent was struck by lightning and there was St 
Elmo ·s fire streaming from his fingertips. 
and his Gurkhas· hair stood on encl with 
sparks coming from it. Another time in 
Kashmir. Mason went down with cholera 
and was kept alive through the first danger-

ous night by his shikari, Abdulla Bhat. 
After that. he put his recovery down to 
Arthur Ncvc's ministrations , a full bottle of 
brandy , and the fact that he lost his tcmpcr 1 

Abode of Snow takes Himalayan history 
to 1954 when , with Annapurna, Everest , 
Nanga Parbat and K2 climbed , and the 
other eight-thousandcrs on the brink of 
being so , the exploratory era could be said 
to have rounded to a close. It was a fitting 
place to end this story and Mason never felt 
the need to revise it , though he continued to 
offer advice and information free Iv to those 
who sought it. He died in 1976, in his 89th 
year. 
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BOOKS 

K2. Savage Mountain. Savage 
Summer 
by John Barry 
Oxford Illustrated Press, £9.95 
K2, Triumph and Tragedy 
by Jim Curran 
Hodder & Stoughton, £12.95 

These books concern themselves 
with the summer of 1986 on K2. 
Both John Barry and Jim Curran 
were members of the British 
Fullers K2 Expeditiop led by Al 
Rouse . Rouse was the only 
summiteer of the group, but he 
failed to return to Base Camp, 
caught in .a storm at Camp 4 and 
overtaken by an epic that is 
familiar, at least, to many. It was 
this epic, more than the other 
tragedies and the brilliant 
successes of the summer, that 
caught the attention of an 
otherwise uninterested British 
public. 

On another expedition to the 
Baltoro I visited the British Base 
Camp and sampled something of 
the atmosphere at K2. Our 
expedition all commented on the 
fantastic welcome we had 
received from the British team. In 
particular, we thought them 
remarkably jokey, given their long 
stay in such a barren and lifeless 
environment and given, too, their 
decision to abandon their attempt 
on the N. W. Ridge and the 
obvious disappointment that 
must have accompanied that 
decision. (They had since made 
an aborted attempt on the 
Abruzzi .) Had we been more 
analytical (and that would have 
been a bad thing), we might have 
concluded that all in fact was not 
well - their own relationships 
having been strained to the point 
that they especially welcomed our 
company and responded to it 
frenetically. Rouse, it appeared, 
had already decided he would 
return to the Abruzzi Ridge and 
make another bid for the summit. 
I remember him eyeing the 
barometer, all agitated and 
enthusiastic. The others (except 
Jim Curran) had reluctantly 
decided to return to Britain. We 
were witnessing in many ways 
the very end ofthe Fullers K2 
Expedition as it had been 
conceived. This expedition is the 
subject of John Barry's book - K2. 
Savage Mountain. Savage 
Summer- an unusual and 
emotive title for a book that really 
doesn't address the tragedies of 
that summer. 

Barry's book is a very personal 
account of the Fullers K2 
Expedition. It is written from the 
standpoint of a climbing member 
(and indeed, judging by 
paperwork at least, that of a joint 
leader). Barry careers over the 
story, and you can feel e_vE;rY 
pothole on his route. This Is 
effective, for by not doing so he 
would deny the book its main 
quality. 
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The clean layout and the very 
reasonable quality of the 
photographs make this an 
attractive book to read. Much of 
the book (a chronology 
throughout) is made up of the 
author's diary notes 
(incorporating some of John 
Porter's and Dave Wilkinson's as 
well) made whilst the expedition 
was beneath K2 itself. Some of 
the memoranda Al Rouse sent to 
other expedition members and 
sponsors are also included, 
together with whole extracts from 
Mountain, and even an article by 
Barry himself concerning 
sponsorship, which was 
submitted to Sport and Leisure 
Magazine before the trip. This 
style is less effective. Does 
Rouse's memo "Press Release -
The Team" (much of which Barry 
accuses him of "inventing") 
serve, as Barry suggests, "as a 
good introduction to the team"? 
Would it not have been better for 
Barry to record his own feelings 
about the individuals, more in line 
with the personal tone of the rest 
of the book? 

The introductory chapters deal 
with the expedition's struggle for 
sponsorship and their walk in to 
Base Camp, and include hilarious 
self-deprecating anecdotes about 
Barry. Diary notes tell of events 
on the mountain itself, and then 
the book moves to a lengthy 
description of events (none very 
interesting) on the walk out and 
Barry's return to Britain. 

Al Rouse features prominently 
in Barry's book, rarely in the latter 
part where you might expect, but 
more in the diary notes and 
introductory chapters. Diary 
writing is swept along by moods, 
and Barry makes no attempt to 
hide his . Different diarists would 
produce different notes. 

Overall, these diary notes are 
vivid and give a real feel of the 
author's impressions, humour, 
gripes, friendships and criticisms, 
and as such they are valuable .. 
"Our team was riven by 
arguments, dissents, disloyalty 
and pettiness" - Barry 
efficaciously gives some insights 
into the tensions at Base Camp 
caused by the bringing together 
of, as he puts it, "eleven fiercely 
independent climbers" . 

.. As a leader, his is an inept 
performance." Barry more than 
once expresses strong criticisms 
of Rouse's leadership. He makes 
it clear earlier that, although he 
was joint leader - and once overall 
leader - this was by paperwork 
only, and Rouse had assumed 
overall leadership . Indeed Barry 
cites a couple of conversations 
between himself and Rouse on 
this very subject, in which it is 
implied that through Rouse's 
difficulty in expressing himself 
("an endearing trait ... though it 
could also be infuriating") Barry 
had remained Joint Leader 
throughout. 

K2 From Both Sides 

Barry - strongly critical of Rouse. 
Photo: John Kirk. 

In these notes Barry reveals his 
uncharitable feelings towards 
Rouse on some occasions and his 
admiration for him on others. 
Barry's off-the-cuff style is 
generally very fervent, and in 
particular the description of Alan 
Pennington's funeral is warmly 
and plainly put. His liberal use of 
extracts from both serious and 
joking conversations alike is 
effective, as is his use of splendid 
quotations and humorous throw
away comments. 

At times the book is rather 
tedious. In particular, Barry's 
overall self-congratulatory style 
wears thin on the reader. Tedium 
also stems from his endless 
criticisms of Rouse. Barry's 
obsession with relating every 
little fau It he can identify does him 
little credit, nor does it improve 
the book. He alludes to specific 
incidents prior to the expedition 
which are better left 
unmentioned, because Rouse had 
never wished to make them 
public. (Barry only knew of one 
incident long after the event, and 
then from Rouse himself - hardly 
public broadcast stuff.) And quite 
why Barry chose to devote 17 
pages of his book to the walk out 
to Skardu is hard to fathom. In this 
passage the reader is constantly 
waiting (hoping!) for John to race 
into Skardu, but the wait is in vain . 

As the book draws to a close, 
one waits for some personal 
sentiment, but little is offered. 
Simply lifting a description from 
Mountain of the disaster that 
overcame Rouse is disappointing, 
as is Barry's reluctance to reflect 
on Rouse, especially after he 
features so strongly in the earlier 
part of the book. 

Barry presents a reasoned and 
readable argument of why he 
vowed that he wou Id never return 
to K2, ending "whatever was left 
of life, it was too precious to 
squander three months of it on 
some gigantic bump on the 
earth's surface". Then, in the final 
lines, we learn of his acceptance 
of an invitation from Andrzej 
Zawada to attempt a winter 
ascent. He obviously wants to 

Curran - brave unravelling of 
tragedy. Photo: Terry Tullis. 

leave us bewildered (a reflection 
of his own bewilderment?) . It 
leaves you thinking - and 
thumbing back through the book. 

In K2 Triumph and Tragedy Jim 
Curran concerns himself with the 
unravelling of all the nine 
expeditions on the entire 
mountain. It surely is a very full 
accountofthesummeron K2,and 
as such this book is of wide, even 
historic, interest . In the first of 
three parts, Curran deals 
primarily with the activities of the 
British team on the N. W. Ridge 
before turning to a vivid 
description of his own impression 
and experience of the horrific 
episode that followed in August. 
Curran is well qualified to produce 
such a commentary in that he was 
at K2 for 12 full weeks and was 
able, in his role as cameraman, to 
spend more time in social 
intercourse with other 
expeditions. In the final part (The 
Reckoning) Jim bravely and 
clinically attempts an analysis of 
the tragedies. 

The book is brief in its build-up 
to their arrival at Base Camp, 
whilst still carefully and skilfully 
describing views and characters 
en route - characters who are to 
introduce themselves later. What 
Curran chooses not to dwell on 
are descriptions of the British 
Expedition members themselves. 
On the one hand he seems to rely 
on a reasonably well-informed 
readership, and on the other he 
states obvious points of fact about 
K2 and its stature as a mountain 
(such as in the introductory 
chapter) which might have been 
better incorporated in the jacket 
notes. Interest waxes slightly 
once Base Camp has been 
reached, perhaps due primarily to 
a lack (in his eyes) of relatable 
excitement up front . What 
climbing Jim does tackle on the 
N. W. Ridge is included. "As a 
cameraman and coward I am in 
little danger," he told friends 
before the summer. Then, after 
the deaths of the Americans on 
the S. W. Ridge, Curran is jolted 
from this assumption, and he 
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Fawcett - book defies pigeon
holing. 

relays unashamedly his own fears 
of the mountain and the sudden 
realisation of his own 
vulnerability on the glacier. 

Curran has immense skill in 
translating drama from other 
expeditions, especially on those 
incidents where he became 
emotionally affected, such as the 
radio conversation between 
Benoit Chamoux at Base and the 
stricken Michel Parmentier, 
disorientated above the fixed line 
on the Abruzzi Ridge in a white
out. All the while Curran seems to 
be setting the scene for the 
second pa rt of the book. He 
comments, for instance, on 
Parmentier's and Rouse's 
conversations on the dangers of 
staying too high for too long, and 
points out that Kurt and Julie had 
already made a summit bid, and 
back in Base they looked very 
drained ... "Whether or not they 
had the strength for another 
attempt seemed a moot point." 

By the time only Curran and 
Rouse (of the Fullers team) 
remain the reader would find it 
hard to put the book down for 
anything! Jim tells of his and 
Rouse's surge of optimism at this 
time, which is translated to the 
reader. Rouse teams up with 
Dobroslawa Wolf and leaves for 
the Abruzzi. Curran employs, in 
the text, extracts from his tape 
recorder diary and portrays 
s_uperbly his growing concern as 
time passes and the weather 
deteriorates. You feel ri~ht with 
him as he plunges deeper and 
deeper into resignation and 
despair at the loss of his friends, 
particularly Rouse. The 
description of his meeting with 
Kurt Diem berger as he was 
crawling towards Advanced Base 
Camp after the epic descent is 
perhaps the most moving 
passage and, hard as it is to take 
all this in at once, you are 
compelled to read on as he 
unfolds the story ofthe tragedy as 
Kurt had told it to him . 

Pictures complement the text 
well - a fine mix of portrait, 
scenery and action - the portrait 

of Diem berger on his return to 
Base Camp for the last time is 
particularly poignant. 

* * * * 
Curran's decision to analyse the 
tragedies oft he summer is fuelled 
by a necessity to "sort it all out" in 
his own mind. Barry does not feel 
it necessary. "There are no 
lessons, mountaineering is 
dangerous, people die, but the 
circumstances are always 
unique." In making this remark 
Barry reveals something of his 
own character and attitude, and 
this is perhaps the most 
refreshing aspect throughout his 
book. After all else this is a 
personal account. Curran, on the 
other hand, devotes a lengthy 
passage to "The Reckoning", 
which is interesting but never 
profound, and it sits uneasily with 
the rest of the text. Curran ends, 
"K2 is not a savage mountain, any 
more than the Eiger is a killer 
peak." It is people who are fallible. 
This is the message from both 
books - one of the few things they 
have in common. Such are their 
differences that these books can 
exist side by side and 
complement each other, giving 
hours of gripping reading. 
Andy Fanshawe 

Fawcett on Rock 
by Ron Fawcett and John Beatty 
with Mike Harrison 
Un win Hyman £14.95 
I knew that Ron was working on a 
book along with John Beatty as 
photographer but I had assumed 
it was to be an autobiography. 
When I first looked through 
Fawcett on Rock, I was surprised 
to see what is ostensibly another 
instruction book. There are so 
many of these around I was 
immediately disappointed, but as 
soon as I took a closer look I 
became intrigued and then 
impressed. 

The book defies a "pigeon 
hole" categorisation and in its 
own modest way is really very 
ambitious and unique. It blends a 
strong autobiographical flavour 
with a vast amount of information 
and advice on all aspects of rock 
climbing. It is instructional 
without being dry and also very 
revealing of the "man behind the 
myth", a topic that I'm sure 
interests many. 

The seeming clash of 
conventional formats (i.e. 
autobiographical and 
instructional) is swept aside and 
an exceptional book on technique 
is transformed into something 
much richer. Practical advice and 
philosophical insights harmonize 
as the author shares his technical 
knowledge, ideas and opinions 
on the mechanics of rock 
climbing. The book is also a 
window on Ron's personal 
motivation, inspiration and 
dedication as he writes articulately 
and often effusively, yet always in 

a down to earth manner -Aye! 
Mention must be made of Mike 

Harrison's excellent work co
authoring the book. A real 
achievement is the seemingly 
effortless and natural way this is 
done and because of this it 
doesn't suffer from being 
contrived, or a dichotomy of 
abstract ideas and practical 
advice, but it is a coherent 
exposition of the many facets of 
climbing. The book is further 
animated by Ron's very obvious 
"pleasure and enthusiasm" 
which as Perrin notes in the 
forward "continually shine 
through". 

It must be said, however, that 
the book is let down by the 
photographs. This is an unhappy 
surprise as John Beatty, who is 
well known as an excellent 
wilderness photographer, has 
obviously devoted a lot of effort 
to illustrating the book with a 
lavish proportion of photographs. 
The reproduction is very poor 
with the black and white shots 
lacking contrast and consequently 
having a murky, amateurish 
complexion. Some of the colour 
shots look strangely like stills 
from "colourized" black and 
white movies, sporting very 
unnatural colours. Most likely the 
blame lies with the printers, or to 
some extent black and white 
reproduction from colour slides 
could be a cause, but whatever 
the cause the effect is detrimental. 

The photographs specifically 
illustrating various techniques are 
well conceived and successful. 
The colour photos which represent 
a "photographic essay of Ron in 
action" are less impressive. 
Described as "a series of 40 
breathtaking colour photographs 
taken on rock around the world," 
their aim is to illustrate "the 
atmosphere surrounding Ron's 
climbing". There are lots of good 
portraits of Ron whilst engrossed 
in climbing and to my mind the 
Cave Route shot on page 32-33 is 
excellent. It captures the urgency 
and mood perfectly, revealing in 
his face "what it takes" to succeed 
on such a route. However, there 
are too many inferior duplications 
of this type of picture; for example 
the series on the Ogre and the 
shot of Zoo/oak. Nothing of the 
nature of these superb and 
fiercely technical climbs is 
exposed by the photographs, 
except that they induce Ron to 
grimace and once more pop a 
crab into his mouth. (A side effect 
of this phemonenon could be a 
wave of impressionable youths 
climbing with a carabiner 
constantly between the teeth.) 

I would have preferred more of 
a range of pictures trending 
towards the style of the excellent 
one of So High on page 36, 
showing more of the inspiring 
and individual nature of the 
climbs and the athleticism and 
kinaesthetic grace they demand, 

especially as this is a strong 
theme in the book and something 
Ron obviously values. 

Many of the more action
orientated photos look static and 
some have a posed feel about 
them, although they are pleasant 
enough. Some however (for 
instance those of Sardine and 
Master's Edge) are very average 
indeed and some taken at 
Almscliffe positively dull. A 
professional photographer 
having Ron as the subject on 
climbs of such calibre should, I 
feel, have produced a better 
selection. 

Jim Perrin's foreword is 
enjoyable and tak'es the loose 
form of a biography interwoven 
with many telling snippets from 
Ron and others, such as Livesey's 
amusing "I knew from when I first 
climbed with him that Ron was 
better than me - the thing was, not 
to let Ron know that" and 
memories of Ron's early exploits 
from Dennis Gray and Al Evans. 
Ron's own reminiscences are 
particularly engaging, especially 
those of his initiation into 
climbing and his early days and 
accounts of such momentous first 
ascents as Master's Edge and 
Milky Way:" ... on a rather damp 
Saturday morning a tense leader 
launched out. It just had to go ... " 
Added to this are Perrin's own 
insights on watching Ron perform 
on his local crags and a collage of 
Ron's character and achievements 
is successfully created. 

Ron's own introduction follows 
in the shape of an atmospheric 
essay tracing his magnificent day 
soloing 100 extremes on gritstone. 

I found myself very involved by 
the honest and relaxed style of 
this, evoking as it did both familiar 
feelings and elusive moods. Ron 
confesses to finding Froggatt's 
Great Slab routes "a bit 
comfortless and bleak to a thug 
like me" but his feelings of 
personal triumph make the risk 
worthwhile - "five routes later I 
had broken a psychological barrier 
without, for once, breaking a 
bone." 

Later in the day however the 
mood has changed and Ron 
succinctly recounts his battle with 
physical exhaustion and flagging 
resolve: "Finally at Curbar after 
eight hours with my brain clamped 
in a vice of concentration, I had 
watched the lights of my own 
village going on across the valley 
and wanted to go home. Instead, I 
half climbed, half fell down 
Deadbay Crack in the fading light 
and, stumbling out of the dim 
earthy bowl at the bottom carried 
on towards Ulysses or Bust. The 
code of misconduct had worn 
tnin." 

This chapter concludes rather 
philosophically giving a fluid link 
to the technique section: 

"On the rock climbers try to I ive 
intensely but not haphazardly. 
The two aims conflict, and 
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reconciling them is the major 
reward of the sport. Pushing 
yourself to your physical and 
mental limits on a Saturday 
afternoon demands a 
temperament of opposites. The 
basis of th is contract - between 
recklessness and care, innocence 
and experience, fear and pleasure 
- is confidence. Nothing gives you 
confidence like technique." 

Of the technique section, which 
takes up much of the book, Perrin 
writes: "What follows is probably 
the best treatise ever written." 
This is most certainly true, and 
almost everyone could learn 
something here. ·It covers many 
of the subtleties of modern 
technique. How to arrange your 
fingers for extra strength when 
using one finger pockets, how to 
use poor holds to maximum 
effect, the use of heel hooks, foot 
torquing, how to layback aretes, 
and useful tips such as chalk 
marking footholds, squeaking the 
boots and placing microwires in 
clusters. (Even a method of 
cleaning climbing wall holds is 
mentioned.) Advice is given on 
protection skills and on 
mainstream techniques such as 
bridging, jamming and even off
width crack technique (just before 
it is lost to the world 1). 

The mechanics of climbing are 
well described and the spirit 
behind them is also present. Ron 
stresses that although there are 
"basic methods", "flexibility is 
the only rule" and extols fluency 
of movement and the pleasure 
and sense of freedom (not to 
mention success) it brings. 

The photographs here go a long 
way to reinforce this, showing a 
variety of following sequences 
which are in general also 
interesting as pictures in their 
own right. The informative, 
almost conversational style used 
to describe the techniques also 
ensures that this section is never 
dull, the advice being continually 
blended with anecdotes, 
historical background and at 
times controversial opinions. 

The virtues of bouldering and 
training are promoted in two 
interesting sections. The training 
section is particularly valuable. 
Although it states "climbing h,as 
no proven training method of its 
own", Ron is probably as well 
qualified as any to recommend 
one. It is no secret now that those 
most enthusiastic to improve can, 
ironically, curtail their progress 
by over-zealous or misguided 
training, and here is sound advice 
(though it must be saict I don't 
know many people who train this 
_hard!) 

Warnings and explanations are 
given as to the dangers of "dead
hang" and "Bachar ladder" 
training, and the need to warm 
up. It is to be hoped this will help 
people to learn from other's 
unfortunate mistakes. The 
chapter gives a sensible and 
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balanced view, unlike its "black
humour" counterpart in Dave 
Jones' Rock Climbing in Britain. 

It is in sections such as those on 
falling, bolting, competition 
climbing and professionalism 
that Ron most clearly shares his 
unashamedly modern approach. 
As he says, his assertion "if you 
aren't falling, you aren't learning" 
is radical. "But we don't live in 
1887 any more. Why feel we have 
to climb there?" Consequently 
such relevant issues are faced 
squarely. Advice on how to fall 
(that's easy) most safely and how 
to place bolts correctly is not 
much in evidence and badly 
needed. Also his warnings on 
fix_ed gear should caution the 
naive. 

As an innovator, Fawcett has 
obviously felt the pressure of 
convention and the need to throw 
off the shackles of the past as he 
proclaims: "the move is what we 
climb for now" and "the history 
of the sport can often feel like a 
sack of old books across your 
shoulders". Then again he says: 
"All these numbers, all this talk 
about what grad es they are, as if it 
matters. Why does nobody talk 
about quality any more? Why 
don't they realise just how good it 
is just to be out here?" and then 
more radically: "What messages 
can we send back from today's 
explorations then? 'Base Camp is 
a bus stop outside Sheffield'? 
'Whenever we tire we are playing 
the Big Audio Dynamite tape. It 
seems to help'? 'I did the crux of 
Ulysses or Bust four times, and I 
really like it'? To be honest I don't 
see why not." Such comments 
may be misconstrued but there is 
no conflict here, just an open
minded appreciation of the 
pleasure and liberation to be 
gained across the spectrum of the 
sport. 

Ron's long career links the 
values of a traditional background 
to those of the modern innovator 
he has become, and who better to 
write what should be a very 
influential book; a thorough 
description, analysis and 
celebration of modern rock 
climbing. A breath of fresh air and 
an inspiration. 
John Allen 

Peak Limestone: Chee Dale, 
Stoney and South (Three 
Volumes) 
Edited by Geoff Milburn 
B.M.C. £7.50each 

Aficionados of the limestone 
dales may feel that asking me to 
review the new Peak Limestone 
series is like asking the Pope to 
review Penthouse. 

These long-awaited guidebooks 
have finally arrived and they have 

New Derbyshire, Welsh 
Limestone Guides 

been well worth waiting for. The 
guides they supersede are long 
outdated but delays in the arrival 
of this new series have proved 
fortuitous. 

The guides cover crags varying 
from Ravensdale to Ravenstor, 
where what is practically a 
different sport is practised and 
the routes are all recorded with 
impartiality despite the varying 
styles of ascent. If these guides 
had appeared a few years earlier 
whilst the debate over "dogging" 
and bolting was raging most 
furiously this may not have been 
the case. (The Clarion Call saga 
well illustrates those turbulent 
times.) The passing of time has 
brought a less shaky perspective 
from which to produce the guides. 

Over the past five years or so 
there has dawned a new epoch in 
limestone climbing; the 
immensely steep and physical 
routes that have resulted, have 
set new standards and these 
guides are a fitting showcase for 
this recent forcing ground of 
British rock climbing. Still more 
recently new techniques have 
been adopted to further advance 
the standards with such imports 
as "dogging", bolting, "French 
Technique" and the goal of the 
red point style ascent gaining 
influence. These innovations 
would have posed great problems 
to traditional guidebook writers 
and it should be remembered that 
in the past ethical scuffles have 
led to the omission of good routes 
from guidebooks. These guides 
have met the challenge and 
represent the modern face of Peak 
Limestone admirably. Let us be 
grateful that they have been 
conceived in an open-minded 
way, refreshingly free from 
dictatorial ethical judgements 
(which could so easily have 
swamped them). 

However, more explanation of 
these subtle (and not so subtle) 
developments could have been 
made somewhere in the guides. 
Why also has an "ethical 
mutation" such as the placing of 
five extra protection bolts on 
Tequila Mockingbird years aher 
its first ascent been conveniently 
ignored to the point of not even 
mentioning their present 
existence in the route's 
description? 

These guides represent the 
"state of the art". They are 
thoroughly professional and 
modern with a clear and functional 
layout and superbly reproduced 
photographs. Indeed the photos 
are a real highlight of all the 
volumes, with colour covers and 
mainly colour shots within; they 
add a great deal of verve. Also 
notable is the high quality of the 
photographs themselves. All of 
them are good and many 
excellent. Most of the leading 
protagonists of recent years are 
pictured here for posterity, with 
the notable exception of Fawcett, 

and there is even an interesting 
photo-chronology of Ouenti n 
Fisher's changing hairstyles. 

It is interesting to note idly that 
the majority of photos show the 
leader with a runner by or above 
his waist. Perhaps th is reflects the 
emphasis on the physical but safe 
"sport-climbing" style which has 
manifested itself in this arena, or 
perhaps people find it a more 
relaxing proposition for a candid 
action pose. 

The diagrams, all by Phil 
Gibson, are consistently good and 
easy to follow, although some 
appear rather flat to me. The only 
obvious error is the triplication of 
partoftheCornicheon pages 295, 
296 and 297. 

The gradings and star system 
seem reasonably consistent. It 
must be expected that there will 
be some discrepancies. Scarab 
may be a good top-rope/training 
route, but you'd have to be 
looking through rose-coloured 
Vuarnets to give it two stars, and 
there does seem to be a great 
range of difficulty within the E5 
and E6 and 6b and 6c grades, but 
at this stage that may be 
inevitable. Some popular routes 
have been given overdue 
upgrading, such as Goldfinger up 
to E2 6a, Dragon flight up to E3, 
Coot up to E4 and Wee Doris 
likewise. The continuing use of 
the "death dagger" is also helpful 
and this feature seems sensibly to 
have gained a firm foothold in our 
guidebooks. 

The main complaint about 
these guides will be the cost -
£22.50 for the set of three - and it 
is arguable whether they should 
have been compressed into two 
volumes as was once planned. 

Each major crag now has its 
graded list and listed first ascent 
details, which is a new step for 
Peak district guides. These do use 
up a lot of space, and then there is 
the luxury of having the 
introductory 20 pages of "guff" in 
triplicate, but obviously some 
people will only buy one of the 
volumes and the resulting 
repetition is an obvious 
consequence. 

Each guide is substantial and 
bulky enough in my opinion and 
having three volumes has made 
them more manageable, 
uncluttered and easy to use. Also 
I find the first ascent details and 
graded lists supplement the 
histories well and make the 
guides far more readable and 
entertaining. 

Perhaps with the present use of 
word processors the guides could 
have been even more up-to-date 
with important routes, such as 
The Whore of Bab/yon, climbed 
months previously, at least 
making it in to the addendum; 
however, these guides are very 
up-to-date and so inspiring I 
might even climb on limestone 
next year. 
John Allen 
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North Wales Limestone 
by Andy Pollitt 
Climbers Club £5.95 
After nearly four years we have, 
at last, a new North Wales 
Limestone guide, courtesy of 
Andy Pollitt and the CC. One of 
the most needed and eagerly 
awaited guides in the country, it 
succeeds in giving the most 
information in the shortest 
possible space, without losing its 
readability. 

The new look guide keeps the 
price down though I'm not too 
sure if the binding will be up to 
the rigours of climbing days. The 
front cover shot is excellent - a 
very young and intense guidebook 
writer on Acid Test while Mick 
Lovatt alias Charlton Chestwig 
looks cool (as ever!) on the back. 
The photos inside the guide are 
again of excellent quality except 
for the shot of Old Sam which has 
been ruined by bad reproduction. 
A shame about the Down and Out 
in Pen Trwyn photo, the original 
had two old dears staring 
disbelievingly at the climber -
unfortunately the printer decided, 
unilaterally, to remove them from 
the picture (cheers!). 

An obvious gaffe is the lack of 
an area diagram and the absence 
of grid references - still, we all 
went to Llandudno for our 
holidays, didn't we7! 

The crag diagrams are of Greg 
Griffith's usual high standard 
while his cartoon in the 
introduction adds a touch of class 
to the guide. . 

The history has obviously taken 
Andy a lot of time - the early 
stories of Colin Goodey provide 
fascinating reading while later 
epics, particularly Andy's exploits 
on the Little Orme, make you 
wonder how lucky we are to have 
a guidebook writer at all! 

The descriptions are short and 
sharp (with the number of routes 
in the guide there's little _choice) 
but I did like the description to 
"The Easy Way Off" on Little 
Orme, particularly the cabbage 
leaves used for aid! 

Grades are soft by most 
people's standards but beware of 
the odd exception, particularly 
Wings of Perception at E5, which 
is harder than most of the routes 
in the guide given E6. 

Having said that there are very 
few complaints and in the end you 
have to take your hat off to Andy 
(and Dave Lyon, who provided 
invaluable assistance) for finally 
producing a guide worthy of the 
crags it describes. 
Mark Pretty 

The Mystery of M allory and Irvine 
by Tom Holzel and Audrey Salkeld 
Jonathan Cape £72.50 

The question of whether Mallory 
and Irvine ever reached the 
summit of Everest in 1924 has 

intrigued climbers and Mallory 
buffs ever since and, no doubt, 
will continue to do so. I personally 
like to think that they did make it 
to the summit but I am equally 
certain that there is no way that it 
can be proved one way or the 
other. It's unfortunate that Tom 
Holzel started with the premise 
that Mallory and Irvine did reach 
the summit and then did his very 
best to fit all the shreds of 
evidence into this premise. I feel 
that this approach mars what is 
otherwise a very interesting and 
readable book. 

It's always fun in a book of joint 
authorship, where the authors 
have not clearly marked the 
contributions, to try to identify the 
input of each. The meat of the 
book, I suspect, belongs to 
Audrey Salkeld and her own very 
thorough research of all the 
Mallory and Irvine papers and 
many other sources besides. This 
does provide an intriguing insight 
into the in-fighting within the 
Everest Committee and the 
personality clashes of the team 
members themselves. For 
example the easing out of Finch, 
the awkward newcomer with the 
less-than-totally conventional 
background, who approached his 
sport with an almost modern 
thoroughness compared with the 
studied amateurism of most of 
the expedition. 

I also found the account of 
Mallory's lecture tour in the 
United States intriguing. By 1923 
he seemed on the brink of trying • 
to make a living around climbing 
in very much the same way that 
Frank Smythe was to do in the 
'30s and, for that matter, I was to 
do in the '60s and Doug Scott in 
the '70s. It really brings out how 
little things change, be it in 
arguments about the use or non
use of oxygen, of commercialism 
or just a simple affronted ego. 

To me this is the main merit of 
the book. It is extremely well 
researched and gives an excellent 
picture of the climbing scene, at 
least as far as Everest was 
concerned, in the 1920s. Tom 
Holzel's passionate desire to 
prove that Mallory and Irvine 
reached the top in 1924 almost 
seems irrelevant in the wider 
context of the book. 
Chris Bonington 

Native Stones 
by David Craig 
Secker and Warburg 1987 £10.95 
Native Stones is, as the subtitle 
reminds us, 'a book about 
climbing'. It is literature.with a 
touch of psychology, and its 
following will come from those 
with an interest in climbing as 
well as climbers with an interest 
in literature. That the approach is 
'native' is perhaps a better way to 
say personal. The book may not 
be to the taste of all climbers. 

Gary Gibson on Neurosis (E3 6a), at Pie Tor, Derbyshire. An Ian Smith 
photograph, wrongly credited to Bernard Newman in the new Peak 
Limestone - South guide. 

Some will feel it is overly literary, 
that it criticises practices in 
modern climbing from the base 
understanding of an average 
climber, or that it is too subjective 
in its attempts to delve to the heart 
of climbing motivation. 

The book would be far less 
stimulating, and at times less 
aggravating, if Craig had taken 
heed of these easily anticipated 
criticisms. As a testimonial, it is 
honest, powerful and well 
balanced for most of the way. 
Only occasionally does Craig lose 
the reader with an overly worked 
passage or the choice of a word 
which smacks of literary 
smugness. But even when 
patience wavered, I recalled that I 
was reading a book thorou\l~ly 
rooted in the romantic trad1t1on, 
and that my taste might not be the 
same as the next man's. Romantic 
subjectivism is fundame_ntal to 
the writing. It allows Craig to get 
close to his subject, to unleash 
some remarkable imagery and 
free flowing passages which rank 
among the best in that difficult 
pursuit of shaping words to 
project the movement of a 
climber's mind and body up the 
immutable surfaces of rock. 

The writing is at its best, and 
least contentious, when Craig is 
relating his climbing experiences. 
He is of his own admission most 
at home on the climbs of the 
previous generation, his own 
generation. Some of the easiest 
writing in the book merely relates 
his days out with the veterans to 
whom he dedicates the book, 
notably Bill Peascod and Peter 
Greenwood. Although a late 
comer to the sport (most of his 

routes have been climbed since 
he was fifty), climbing satisfies an 
emotional demand unfulfilled by 
his stolid Calvinist childhood, but 
also a deeper, arcane desire to be 
among hills that 'look of having 
been known to me before my 
vision started.' 

He is profoundly affected by the 
natural forces that inhabit the 
hills; wind, rain, the smells of 
trodden moss and baked rock. He 
returns to them time and again, 
inebriated by the proximity of the 
rock, of its availability to the four 
senses: 

"if you're a climbing writer, 
you're hard up against it, 
almost inside your subject; 
it's inches from your nose 
and eyes. Behind your 
eyes, ... your mind teems, 
both with physical 
perceptions - often tiny 
things: a pellet of fur and 
bone hawked up by a 
peregrine stuck to a crystal, 
or rust weeping from the 
stub hammered in by the 
first person to tread this 
way a generation before -
and also with self images. 
On a climb that frightens 
me, my self feels to me like 
an overheated cave; 
doubts of my adequacy 
flicker and dart like a 
maddened bat; not until 
this uncontrollable soot
black monster deigns to 
retreat into the deepest 
shadow and pretend to fold 
its wings in sleep can I 
muster my fingers, 
forearms, and toes, my 
balance and my daring, and 
apply this mixed bag of 
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faculties to the leaving of 
this vantage-point and the 
moving against gravity to 
the next." 

This passage is fairly typical of 
Craig's free style. It combines a 
dexterous transfer of subject 
matter, from critical comment 
about climbing writing to the 
experience of climbing itself, with 
a good eye for detail, both natural 
and physiological, and also 
exhibits his fascination with the 
traditions of climbing, of 
unknown pioneers and 
adventures. 

Native Stones can perhaps best 
be seen as something more than 
a personal statement about 
climbing, but not quite a 
satisfactory Biographia Literaria 
of climbing as a whole. Craig's 
critique of climbing literature is 
dubious when it plumbs too 
deeply for answers to questions 
which the writer may never have 
asked. But the short thesis on the 
roots of climbing literature is to 
the point and obviously written 
by a man whose livelihood is in 
literature and writing, not 
climbing. In his chapter on 
climbing literature, Craig's 
interest lies equ·ally in the style 
and character of the writing as it 
does in the experience of the 
writer revealed through his 
writing, their sculpting of 
climbing experience into words. 
What he discovers is not always 
pleasing to him, particularly in the 
recent generation of 
competitiveness, egoism or drug 
induced ramblings with their 
apparent empty or or predictable 
let downs, and unfettered 
nihilism. It might be worth 
conjecturing, however, that the 
apparent factionalism in climbing 
is similar in nature to the 
philosophical and poetic 
differences that arose during the 
Romantic period. On one side, 
Wordsworth struggled to find in 
nature and the native character a 
paragon for living while Byron 
and Shelley looked inward toward 
the soul for the release of the true 
and free spirit. Yet as a group, the 
Romantics wrought images of 
mountains and of natural forces 
into paradigms of fundamental 
truths. Climbers do something of 
the same, but through activity, 
and not often do these actions 
transmute well into words. Craig 
asks if it is the motivation or the 
man that fails to live up to the 
hype that surrounds magazine 
climbers. Criticism wields its 
unkind and bald head, and 
acceptance becomes a·matter of 
taste. We note that Craig feels akin 
to Wordsworth and remember 
that Byron used to refer to that 
lover of daffodils as Turdsworth. 

At its best Craig's writing has all 
the energy and freedom of 
discovery that one expects of an 
enthusiastic initiate of climbing 
but at the same; time is cultured 
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and articulate beyond the ability 
of most climbing writers in Britain 
today. At its roots lies a 
tremendous power of 
observation available to a man 
totally infused with nature. His 
ability to put together the totality 
of the sensations of climbing 
reminds me of Coleridge's dictum 
that keen observation of facts for 
an educated man allows him to 
communicate 'the discovery of 
the indwelling law which is the 
true being of things, the sole 
solution of their modes of 
existence and in the knowledge of 
which consists our dignity and 
our power.' I am pleased to add 
that nowhere in the Biographia 
can I quite discover what that law 
is, nor in Craig's book can I find a 
final statement about the nature 
of climbing. 

John Porter 

Holding the Heights 
by Jon Bassindale, Richard Sale, 
Annette Jones, Kevin Bassindale 
Constable, £72.95 
Apart from the fact that this book 
is "so bad it's funny " it is a 
complete waste of money. A 
combination of Enid Blyton style 
prose and some awful 
photographs will come as a shock 
to those unlucky enough to find it 
at the bottom oftheir stocking this 
Christmas. Phrases like "Yes, it's 
wonderful Mother" and "Just 
what I've always wanted" will do 
little to hide the poor devil's 
disappointment. The fly sheet 
note gives the game away with 
the comment "too much of what 
is written is about climbs, not 
climbing" and "Kevin 
Bassindale's photographs ... are 
among the most thrilling rock
climbing pictures ever taken." 

Th e first statement is 
incomprehensible, while the 
second is practically a lie. The 
photographs are so bad that the 
publisher decided to print the shot 
of Scratch Arete at Tremadoc 
upside down as well as other 
suitable inversions. There is a 
sequence of Time for Tea at 
Millstone which covers four 
pages with 36 pictures all about 
as big as a matchbox. This 
exercise is completely worthless. 

The majority of the 
photographs are uninspiring, 
badly composed and cropped. 
They are probably slides 
reproduced in black and white 
(never a good idea). 

What beats me is how this 
rubbish got into print. Do the 
Bassindales know someone at 
Constable? One imagines artistic 
promises being made across a 
weekend bowl of muesli in 
beautiful Bristol, the authors' 
home town. 

It is written in the form of a 
travelogue with photographs of 
the climbs and graded tick lists at 
various intervals. Most of the 
writing is notable for its badness 

and without reprinting the whole 
book here it isn't possible to do it 
justice, but one particularly sick
making passage sticks in my 
mind, and I feel sorry for the 
woman it refers to. How 
embarrassing for both of us. 
"Annette's face bobbed below 
me, her dark eyes impassive, the 
warm air pushing her up as she 
floated on the thermals from hold 
to hold. We gave each other a kiss 
and the ledge was a nest, for a 
while." Yuk. 

At one stage the book criticises 
the number of campers in the 
Llanberis Pass and then goes on 
to describe how the authors did 
just that. 

It's all "jolly hockey sticks!" and 
"tally ho!" though, for the famous 
four. Check the following lines for 
the influence of our Enid . .. 

" Dick had spotted my father 
reappearing at the foot of the cliff, 
and we three could see the steam 
rise as he slowly and deliberately 
poured himself a cup of coffee 
and took a piece of chocolate 
cake. Saluting us with a grin, be 
ate heartily." And presumably 
drank lashings of ginger beer! 

It's hard to read the whole book 
- it needs patience and a liking for 
the mediocre. Whole sections of 
it, like the bit about the car the 
"famous four" bought, seem to 
have been written as little more 
than page fillers. This wastage of 
trees will no doubt be pointed out 
to them by their "alternative" 
friends in Bristol. 
John Kirk 

Alan Rouse, A Mountaineer's Life 
Compiled by Geoff Birtles - with 
contributions by Chris Bonington, 
Doug Scott, Brian Hall, Rab 
Carrington, John Porter, Paul 
Nunn, Jim Curran and many 
others 
Unwin Hyman £12.95 
The royalties from this book are 
being donated to the Alan Rouse 
Memorial Trust Fund for the Alan 
Rouse Memorial Library. 

The concept of this book is an 
interesting one: telling the story 
of a life by contributions from a 
range of persons who were 
involved in that life, each taking a 
roughly chronological section. 
Naturally, some of the writers 
have had a shorter time conjointly 
with Al than others and this tends 
to affect the tone of their 
contribution. So for the sake of 
completeness they make a self
standing obituary. I found this 
depressing in the intitial stages of 
the book but gradually, as the 
al_ready existing and now reprinted 
pieces arrived, in particular 
articles written by Al himself, the 
reading became more satisfactory, 
the writing better, and a fuller 
picture of the subject emerged. 

Notwithstanding this, as a 
biography it is relatively 
superficial, its nature dictates that 
it could not be otherwise. I would 

have preferred a greater analysis 
of the motivations, causes and 
effects that a one-writer 
biography can pursue, but of 
course this way lies controversy, 
disagreement and possibly pain. 
In a way, I regret the superficiality 
of the picture because Al was far 
from superficial and the general 
tenor ofthe pieces tends to be less 
about Al than about the time that 
Al, the contributor and the rest of 
the contemporaries spent 
together. Nevertheless, the story 
makes interesting reading; the 
level of sheer achievement and 
experience is an impressive one. 
Some day, distanced from what 
seems still too current, some 
biographer may find this a very 
useful book of reference. Until 
then we can enjoy the book for 
what it is, an anecdotal, episodic 
story of a typical modern 
mountaineering star. 

There is nothing too startling in 
these pages but there are good 
tales; it was said to me that no one 
has let the truth stand in the way 
of a good story, whereas in fact I 
think that some of the tales 
omitted (some possibly out of 
respect, some certainly for fear of 
giving offence) and the whole 
truth would make a better read. 
That, however, is only my own 
anarchic opinion. The bullshit 
factor is often referred to but sadly 
the details would be very hard to 
reproduce. Al was a master of 
argument. Some of his strokes, 
that left the opposition struggling 
in total confusion, were strokes of 
genius. Although he was basically 
a kind person his humour was 
sometimes wickedly cruel, if 
hilarious. I would like the skill to 
give a more explanatory account 
of these facts, but I don't have it 
and don't know if anyone else "in 
the know" has either. The reader 
just has to take the passing 
references as gospel. I am also 
told that some people have got 
names and places etc wrong, but I 
can't speak for this. It 's hard 
enough to remember what 
happened yesterday I I knew Al 
from the Leeds days onwards, 
moving with some of the same 
crowd, but I only really got to 
know him well in the Sheffield era. 
From the latter time, Richard 
Haszko brings out one aspect of 
Al which I found extraordinary 
and stimulating. He was not 
adverse to climbing with presons 
of lesser ability and had the gift of 
being able to assess exactly the 
capabilities of his companion and 
to encourage this to the full, so 
that one found oneself inspired 
with confidence and doing things 
without reflecting on their 
difficulty until afterwards when 
the gratification set in. 

Al sometimes seemed a very 
private person, but under the 
right, or should it be wrong, 
circumstances would unburden 
himself of his problems, requiring 



a deep analysis and attention, 
which I have found rare amongst 
climbers, unless they be very 
close friends. Only a passing 
mention is present in the book. Al 
did very carefully post-analyse 
most of his actions, including the 
wilder or less savoury ones. His 
relationships seemed sometimes 
fraught with peril, for a multitude 
of reasons, not the least of which 
being the surfacing of male 
chauvinist piggery (whether as a 
wind-up or not I never knew) and 
the total dedication to his 
mountaineering. 

I remember turning up in 
Sheffield in a bad state of mind to 
find Al staying at Jim Curran's in a 
similar state. "Thank God," said 
Jim . "You can take him off my 
hands for the weekend." 
Someone else with woman 
trouble was the last thing I needed 
but after hours of discussion we 
had both achieved a state of 
catharsis and climbed the next 
day as if cares had not existed. 
But back to the book! 

Gradually a fair picture of Al 
emerges, almost from between 
the lines. The mistakes I found 
were trivial, although I'm sure that 
the photograph of Al on 
Supercrack is of Wonderwall and 
there is a hilarious missing out of 
lines in the contributor's notes re 
Doug Scott which moves North 
Stack about 600 miles. The book 
would bave benefited from a 
great deal more editing, and 
certainly better proof reading. 
There are a few totally 
incomprehensible sentences in 
places, as if some of the pieces 
were written in a hurry, and 
compiled even more hurriedly. I 
find this unprofessional, Mr. 
Birtles . 

All in all, though, it is an 
interesting read, about a sadly 
missed character and in a good 
cause, so I recommend it. 

Finally, as a personal note 
again: the last chapter is Curran's 
and brilliant; I finished reading 
deeply moved and with a hard 
lump in the throat. Whenever I 
went anywhere that there was a 
gathering of our best and 
brightest, there was Al, one could 
rely on it. Jim's feelings run on 
the same lines. Al knew the risks, 
and often talked of them, but 
finally took one too many. Lacking 
hills, I took a walk in the park to 
recompose my mind. It was a few 
days after London 's great gale. 
Great trees lay there, which one 
had thought immovable. No 
comfort there. All is transitory. 
Al Baker 

Wye Valley 
by John Willson, David Hope, 
Tony Penning, Matt Ward 
Cordee 

A book of contrasts, I thought, 
reflecting the differing styles of 
the individual authors. The 
information is packaged 

differently in each of the sections. 
The Wintour's Leap section is 

presented in an interesting and 
amusing manner refreshingly 
different to the usual dead-pan 
guidebook prose. John has put in 
an enormous amount of effort 
both on the crag and at the 
typewriter. Every care has been 
taken to ensure that the routes are 
described with safety in mind. If 
you want a guide which lets you 
know when its safe to wind it out 
with no worries this is for you. 
Useful for the visiting climber is 
the NR (not recommended) 
classification, which could save 
some traumas. There is a graded 
list which will produce the usual 
carping as will the star gradings. 
The cartoons are an interesting 
departure from the norm but 
many would prefer action 
photographs. The crag shots of 
Wintour's are poor; however, the 
line drawings are excellent and of 
a quality not seen often in modern 
guides. 

The guide should help establish 
Wintour's as an important area 
with a large number of quality 
modern routes, well worth 
making the short drive from the 
M4 to visit. 

Matt Ward's Shorn Cliff section 
is similarly well presented with 
careful and, where necessary, 
cautionary route descriptions. 
The inclusion of this new area in 
the guide will open up numerous 
possibilities for the jaded V.S 
HVS climber. Indeed some of 
these routes are outstanding Wye 
Valley classics. The extensiveness 
and remoteness of the crag will 
hopefully ensure that the best 
routes do not become 
overcrowded and polished unlike 
the nearby sister crag Symonds 
Yat. The graded list is especially 
useful because this is a new crag. 
The Symonds Yat author has a 
quaint, old-world approach. 
There are slighting references to 
the 'visual pollution' of in situ 
gear. The tradition of not listing 
the first ascensionists has also 
been continued- it is necessary to 
plough through the lengthy 
historical section to find the first 
ascensionists of the more 
significant routes. The remainder 
rest in anonymity. Sadly, no 
record is made of the many good 
routes to be found on the nearby 
Seven Sisters crags, only oblique 
censorial references to its 
vandalisation in the '70s. What of 
the routes from the '50s and '60s 
that will become lost to the 
record7 Guidebook writers have 
toed the environmentalists line, 
but is this going too far7 

Wyndcliffe's write-up appears 
much as in previous guides with 
little change in style or content. 
On balance this guide provides 
good value both information-and 
money-wise and will fulfil a long 
awaited need for climbers in the 
area. 

Roy Thomas 

LETTERS 

Ben Heard 
from Stephen Riley 

Dear Sir 
So, Ben Moon is sick of the 

preachings of magazine letter 
writers etc. ("Hard Fire Inside ", 
Radio 4, Tuesday 5th October, 
7.20pm). Perhaps when he is 
pushing 30, his fingers wracked 
by the constant pain of osteo
arthritis, he might wish he'd 
listened to us pompous 
proselytisers. Perhaps when the 
chisel becomes standard 
equipment for new recruits to our 
sport, perhaps when a few people 
actually start dying as a result of 
media-inspired derring-do; then 
we'll all wish we'd shouted a bit 
louder. 

If only all of Ben's comrades felt 
the same as he does - " . .. I don't 
climb to be in nice places, I climb 
to do hard things . .. " Then their 
collective sponsors could get 
together and create a nation
spanning network of UV-lit sport 
climbing palaces, thus leaving the 
crags alone for the oid men and 
pseudo old men. 

The old argument about 
climbing being an anarchic 
discipline holds no water when 
you consider the influence of the 
very few on the many, via pages 
such as these; consider the 
prominence given to the new 
"Fame at all costs, Bugger the 
future" attitude. Even if this 
attitude is not endorsed, it is 
condoned by default. 

That other favourite" ... if I 
didn't put a bolt there, the route 
would never be climbed ... " or its 
partner," ... I put the bolt in so 
that others could have the 
pleasure of climbing the route .. 
are equally facile. Haven't all 
generations been limited by their 
own myopic perceptions? Why 
do future climbers go on to climb 
routes without these "crucial" 
bolts if the route was "never 
possible without them". Are we 
not in some sort of time warp 
here, echoing the aid eliminations 
of yesteryear. 

I know standards will always 
improve, but why force them with 
such dubious ethics. As a man 
who once sat a while under a 
Boddhi tree said, "If you wish to 
succeed, don't try so hard." (I 
admit that the translation is not 
perfect.) 

A Hard Fire Inside, a hard act to 
fol low, eh, Ben 7 

Yours 
Stephen Riley 
Liverpool 

Double Standards in the 
Himalaya 
from Louise Shepherd 

Dear Sir 
This year, while on my fi'rst trip 

to the Himalaya, I was struck by 
the apparently anomalous 
behaviour of many mountaineers. 
I was impressed by the extent of 
the support and sensitivity 

exhibited by mountaineers 
towards their peers, but at the 
same time was appalled and 
ashamed to observe the vast 
amount of rubbish left by 
expeditions, especially at base 
camps. Such gross contempt of 
the environment I find deeply 
distressing and paradoxical. 

The issue of environmental 
pollution is not new to 
mountaineers, but it does not 
receive adequate press or the 
urgent concern that it deserves. 
There are legal and moral sides to 
this issue. In India, an expedition 
is legally required to properly 
dispose of all its waste; it is the 
leaders' and liaison officers' 
responsibility to see that this is 
done. Failure to comply can mean 
a fine by the Indian 
Mountaineering Foundation to 
cover the clean-up costs. I believe 
that the IMF should take more 
vigilant action against future 
violators. 

Morally, there is no excuse for 
any expedition or individual 
mountaineer to litter the 
environment. I am convinced that 
99% of litter is not created during 
survival situations, but through 
irresponsibility, negligence and 
incompetence. It is supremely 
insultinq to local inhabitants and 
future expeditions for visiting 
mountaineers to degrade the 
unique and beautiful Himalayan 
environment. 

Another disturbing incident 
during our trip was the theft of a 
tent and jacket from our advanced 
base camp whilst temporarily 
unoccupied. Such potentially 
dangerous crime is deplorable, 
and greater co-operation from the 
expedition with the offending 
members is desirable. 

Yours faithfully 
Louise Shepherd 
(Member of 1987 Australian Meru 
Expedition) 

Distasteful Route Name 
from Mrs J. Jackson 

Dear Sir 
I see from Issue 116, on page 

18, that a new route has been 
named 5 Jews in a Gas Chamber. 
I find this title most distasteful, 
and hope you will do your utmost 
to ensure that the route is 
renamed without delay. 

Climbing can do without this 
type of abusive epithet. 

You rs fa ithfu I ly 
Mrs J. Jackson 
Essex 

Editor's Note: I too found this 
route name distasteful, as are 
many modern route names, 
but to leave it out would be a form 
of censorship; besides, time will 
provide suitable embarassment 
for the perpetrators when they 
grow up. 

Perhaps it's a good thing that 
we still shudder at this faint echo 
of the Holocaust and never forget. 
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Stone Mountain 
from Larry W. Trivette 

Dear Sir 
In reference to "Stone Me" in 

Mountain 115, I would like to 
clarify a few regulations at Stone 
Mountain State Park. 

A climb may not be started 
three (3) hours before our posted 
closing hours. Our closing hours 
vary throughout the year from as 
early as 5.30pm to as late as 
8.30pm. The mountain area 
closes earlier than the rest of the 
park, primarily for the safety of 
the climbers and hikers. Closing 
this area early and asking that no 
climbs be started three (3) hours 
before closing is to help ensure 
that the climbers are safely offthe 
rock before dark. 

Group campers are not entitled 
to use the shower facilities in the 
family campground area. Family 
campers pay a higher fee to camp, 
partially due to the bathroom and 
shower facilities. Also, we like to 
keep large groups of people in our 
group campsites, due to the 
problem of compaction and 
vegetation destruction 
encountered in our smaller family 
campsites. 

Alcoholic beverages and 
controlled substances are 
prohibited in the park for obvious 
reasons. 

The gathering of firewood in 
the park is also prohibited. There 
has been great damage to the 
trees and shrubs in and around 
the camping area, due to the 
public cutting live green 
vegetation for firewood as well as 
hot-dog and marshmallow sticks. 
Firewood is made available by the 
park staff at a very reasonable 
cost to the campers. 

The State Park does have 
standard opening and closing 
hours. The park opens every day 
of the year at 8.00am, but closes 
at various times, usually around 
sunset. The campground does 
have a gate which closes at the 
park's closing time each night. 

Stone Mountain State Park is a 
unique climbing area in the 
South. We, the park staff, are 
happy we can offer climbing as a 
recreational experience. 
However, we must have some 
control and restrictions over the 
climbing as well as other 
recreational activities. The park 
staff have worked very hard to 
establish a good rapport with the 
climbing clientele. As a result of 
this, we feel that climbing 
relations have improved greatly 
over the last two to three years. 

Our rules and regulations are 
posted at several locations in the 
park. We invite new and old 
climbers to Stone Mountain for a 
safe climb and hope relations 
between the climbers and Park 
Rangers can continue to improve 
over the years. For any specific 
information concerning Stone 
M ountain State Park, please write 
or call to: Stone Mountain State 
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Park, Route 1, Box 15, Roaring 
Gap, NC 28668, tel: 919-957-8185. 

Happy Climbing 
Larry W. Trivette 
Chief Ranger 
Stone Mountain State Park 
North Carolina 

Gibson's Decline and Fall 
from Jim Curran 
Dear Sir, 

I wonder if any of your readers 
have been struck as I have by an 
amazing coincidence in your Info 
section of Mountain 117? Under 
the Pembroke section, Gary 
Gibson is generously described 
by your correspondent in glowing 
terms : " ... honours for the year 
must to go Gibson . .. "; " ... the 
ultra-enthusiastic Gibson took 
control ... with striking results"; 
" two absolutely stunning pitches 
. . . " ; " the best wall in Pembroke"; 
" Gibson breezed in " etc. etc. 
Unbelievably your corres
pondent's name is also Gary 
Gibson 11 wonder if by any chance 
they are related? I think we should 
be told. 

Yours, perplexed, 
Jim Curran 
Sheffield 
Grammar Please 
from Donald Henze 

Dear Sir, 
It would be unrealistic to expect 

your contributors to rise to the 
stylistic heights of H. W. Tilman . 
Nevertheless, I hope that 
grammatical infelicities such as 
the two examples I am going to 
cite from Mountain 114 will not 
appear in future issues of your 
(otherwise) fine magazine. 

Competition Climbing and the 
UIAA, Dennis Gray, p. 8, col. 3: 
"With West European countries, 
the major mountaineering bodies 
feel that if they do not control this 
phenomena it may end up 
controlling them." This 
phenomena it! Gray might as well 
write "This men he". It will have 
to be either "This phenomenon 
it" or "These phenomena they". 

Ushba: From Russia With Love, 
Mick Fowler, p. 20, col. 1: "Work 
commitments prevented Victor 
Saunders and I involving 
ourselves ... " Work commitments 
prevented I . .. ?? Of course not. 
Work commitments prevented 
Saunders and me ... 

These are but two examples of 
many I could cite from 
contemporary mountaineering 
literature. Therefore, I risk this 
generalization: as climbing skills 
have improved over, say, the past 
forty years, writing skills have 
declined. An interesting thesis for 
an article, don't you think? 

Yours sincerely, 
Donald Henze 
Cartago, California 

The Handren Effect 
from Bob Duncan 
Dear Sir, 
I have already taken issue with 

Graham Tiso over his comments 
in the foreword to the new guide 
to Central and Southern Scotland. 
He claims they were meant to be 
humorous, but the impression 
they give me, and others, is that 
the delays in publication were due 
to the irresponsible behaviour of 
Jerry Handren. Since they are 
unfortunately repeated in Ken 
Johnstone's review (Mountain 
115), which also says that Jerry 
agreed to take on the role of 
editor, when in fact it was all his 
idea in the first place, I'd 
appreciate the opportunity to set 
the record a little straighter. 

First, let me say again that the 
guide was Jerry's idea: he got· 
others involved, particularly Craig 
Macadam and Gary Latter, and 
latterly Ken Crocket; he kicked 
would-be contributors into action, 
and spent ages knocking their 
copy into some sort of shape. He 
"sold" the guide to the SMT, who, 
despite Tiso 's comments, weren't 
sure they wanted this baby at first. 
I know - I did my little bit towards 
the sale myself. At one point he 
also came back across the Atlantic 
mainly to attend to guide 
business. 

But he couldn't finish things off 
from New Hampshire, so he 
conned me into taking that part 
on, with help. The delay as the MS 
floated, surface mail, to these 
shores added perhaps six weeks 
to the publication date, and was 
due to fiscal necessity, nothing 
more culpable. The 
disagreements and let-down 
which also held things up, plus 
the time needed to "tie up the 
loose ends", will be appreciated 
by those readers who have been 
involved in such thankless 
projects . 

Finally, the comment that Jerry 
went off to the USA "in search of 
a more relaxed lifestyle" is, 
frankly, laughable. The man was 
horizontal before he left! No, he 
was merely following advice and 
getting on his bike . 

Best wishes 
Bob Duncan 
Aberdeen 

Climbing in Israel 
from Arik Oppenheim 

Dear Sir, 
I am writing you this letter on 
behalf of the Israel Alpine Club . 
We would like to acquaint the 
readers of Mountain magazine 
with the possibilities of rock 
climbing in Israel and the Sinai 
peninsula. Israel offers rock 
climbing at all grades, the hardest 
climbed by us graded around E5. 
The climbing community here is 
not very sizeable, but we have the 
benefit of being a small club in 
which the members are very 

close. We would be only too glad 
to guide and assist visiting 
climbers. 

Some of the finest crags in 
Israel are situated within or near 
cities: for example, there is a crag 
in Jerusalem, located in a valley 
just across from the Old City, 
facing Mount Zion and the 
Dormition Abbey (this is the 
valley of Hinnom, where the 
Canaanites used to make their 
human sacrifices - I hasten to add 
that we do not perpetuate the 
practice). 

Othe: than crag climbing, we 
sometimes climb in the Sinai 
peninsula in the area of Mount 
Sinai and the monastery of Santa 
Caterina . The area is 
mountainous, being over 2500 
meters high, with routes a few 
hundreds of meters high ( a very 
detailed guide book is available) . 
This area is of course under 
Egyptian control, but as far as we 
know, the only climbers in the 
region during the past few years 
have been Israelis and guests of 
Israeli organized expeditions . 

Last but not least, the best 
climbing season is between 
October and May. Even though it 
is the rainy season, most of the 
crags are dry most of the time. In 
the summer it may be too hot for 
the European climber, although 
we climb all year round. 

Yours sincerely, 
Arik Oppenheim 
Israel Alpine Club 
PO Box 370, Ra mat Hasharon 
47103 
IS RAEL 

Swanage Ban Threat 
from Nigel Coe 

Dear Sir 
I'd like to take Pete Oxley to task 

over two items in his Swanage 
report (Mountain 116). 

Firstly, several of Pete 's routes 
were climbed in the nesting 
season in areas where climbing 
restrictions apply. These 
restrictions, which cover less than 
a third of the cliffs for five months 
of the year, were the result of a 
great deal of work by climbers at a 
time when a complete ban had 
been imposed by the council. The 
many climbers currently enjoying 
the trials and tribulations of 
climbing at Swan age would be 
less than pleased if this ban was 
reintroduced as a result of the 
selfishness of a few. 

Secondly, and this is by far the 
most important bone of 
contention with Pete, I am not, 
repeat not, an "oldtimer", I just 
climb that way! 

Yours sincerely 
Nigel Coe 
Blandford Forum 
Dorset 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
For a good _booklist of secondhand/out of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exp lorat ion, write to D. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, 
Edmburgh EH9 1 DA, Scotland. Wants lists welcomed. 
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Charity Lecture on the First 

TRAVERSE OF CHOGOLISA 7665m, 25110ft 
in the Karakoram of Pakistan 

8pm, Thursday 3rd December 
Reynolds Theatre, UMIST, Manchester 

by 
ANDY FANSHAWE 

All proceeds in aid of the Outward Bound National 
Appeal. Details and tickets (£2.50) from Outward Bound 
Eskdale, Eskdale Green, Holmbrook, Cumbria CA19, 
Tel: 09403 281 or British Mountaineering Council, 
Crawford House, Booth Street East, Manchester, 
M13 9RZ (Tel. 061 273 5835). 

~ 
DOUG GEETING AVIATION 
Mt. McKinley-Expedition Air Support 

Doug Geeting and Kitty Banner-Seeman 

• Airchecksonthemountain • Indoor 
• Safe storage of personal gear sleeping 
• Discount for early reservations • Free sleds 

Mike Covington, Galen Rowell , Rick Ridgeway, Gary Bocarde, Jim Wickwire, 
Jeff Lowe, Phil Erschler, Jim Bridwell, Peter Habeler, Dick Bass, Frank Wells 
and Yvon Chouinard can't all be wrong1 

Doug Geeting 
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna,AK 99676 USA 
907-733-2366 

Kitty Banner-Seeman 
1865 Gore Creek, Vail, CO81657USA 

303-476-3929 

MOUNTAIN MAGAZINE 
Back numbers available. Also list of secondhand mountaineering books. 
World wide service. S.A.E . or $1 for free list to: JACK BAINES, 
1 Thomas St., Holyhead, Gwynedd, North Wales LL651RR, U.K. 

KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE 
WORLD LEADERS IN TREKS TO THE KARAKORAM & K2. 

Five Himalayan Trekking Peaks for '88: 
PAKISTAN, CHINA, KASHMIR, NEPAL. 

Prices from £1,265.00 Inc. 
Check out our Brochure or call in for a chat 

at our new offices in Keswick. 

The Trekkers Lodge 
32 LAKE ROAD · KESWICK CA 12 5D0 · Tel. 07687 73966 

New Climbers cafe, bunk accommodation and Karakoram Experience offices. 
- 1988 BROCHURE OUT NOW -

Europe 
ALP 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele II , 167, 10139 Torino , Italy. 
Published 12 times a year. 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
74 South Audley Street, London, W1 Y 5FF, Great Britain. 
Published once a year. 

ALPIRANDO 
7 Rue de Lille , 75007, Paris. 
Published 12 times a year. 

ALPIN 
Ortlerstrasse 8, 8000 Munchen 70, Germany. 
Published 12 times a year. 

DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, 0-8000 Munchen 20, Germany. 
Published 12 times a year. 

DESNIVEL 
Apartado de Correos 19,083, Madrid , Spain. 
Published 4 times a year. 

EXTREM 
Travesera de Dalt 82, 08024 Barcelona, Spain. 
Published 6 times a year. 

LA MONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie, 75008 Paris, France. 
Published 4 times a year. 

MONT AGNES 
1 rue de la Prevachere, 38400 St. Martin D'Heres, France. 
Published 11 times a year. 

NORKLATT 
Postboks 8292 Hammersborg, 0129 Oslo 1, Norway. 
Published 4 times a year. 

PYRENAICA 
Alameda de San Mames, 29-1 ° izda. 48010 Bilbao, 
Euskadi, Spain. Published 4 times a year. 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Via della Rocca , 29-10123 Torino, Italy. 
Published 4 times a year. 

ROTPUNKT 
Stuttgarter Strasse 45, 7064 Remshalden -Grunbach, 
Germany. Published 3 times a year. 

TATERNIK 
ul Stan6w Zjednoczonych 53 p. 227,04-028 Warsaw, 
Poland. Published twice a year. 

VERTICAL 
8, Rue Paccard, B.P. 125, 74403 Chamonix, France. 
Published 5 times a year. 

U.S.A. & Canada 
AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St., New York, N.Y. 10128, U.S.A. 
Published once a year. 

CANADIAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
P.O. Box 1026, Banff, Alberta, Toloco. 
Published once a year. 

CLIMBING 
Box E, Aspen , Col. 81611, U.S.A. 
Published 6 times a year. 

ROCK & ICE 
P.O. Box 3595, Boulder, CO 80307, U.S.A. 
Published 6 times a year. 

Asia 
THE IWA TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishers) Co. Ltd., 1-1-33 Shiba Daimon, 
Minato Ku, Tokyo . (Contains English language summary). 
Published 6 times a year. 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER 
Official journal of the Indian Mountaineering Foundation . 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi -110021 (India). 
Published 2 times a year. 

HIMALAYAN JOUNRAL 
Published by THE HIMALAYAN CLUB, Contact Oxford 
University Press, P.O. Box 31 Oxford House, 
Appollo Sunder, Bombay 400001. Published once a year. 

HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road, Calcutta 700 029, India. 
Published 12 times a year. 

WILD 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran. Victoria 3181, Australia. 
Published 4 times a year. 

ROCK 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia. 
Published once a year. 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
11 Lonsdale Street, 
Braddon. 
Tel. (062) 47.8949 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Katoomba 
Paddy Pall in Pty. Ltd., 
195 Katoom ba Street, 2780. 
Tel. (047) 82.2014 (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
527 Kingsway, 2228. 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267 .3639 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
507 Kent Street, 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment), 
327 Sussex St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

Queen~and:Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
76 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. (07) 839 6609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs (Head Office) 
224 Barry Parade 
Fortitude Valley, 4006 
Tel. 97 52 8804 or 52 8894 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincrah, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt. Pty Ltd., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000 
Tel. 08 212 7857 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin, 
32 Criterion Street, 7000. 
Tel. (002) 31 .0777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin, 
124 St. John Street, 7250. 
Tel. (003) 31.4240 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 882.7229 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu Mail Orders 
G.P.O. Box 2084 S, 3001 
Tel. 03.417.6682 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 
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Western Australia: Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33A Adelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
7 A/59 East Parade, 
East Perth. 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 (C) (M) 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148 61.048 (C) (M) (S) 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd., 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 66.211 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 (C) (M) 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
11211th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies, 
P.O. Box 848, 109 Thomas St. , 
L6J 5C5 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
777 Yonge Street, 
M4W 2GB 
Tel. 416.964.7909 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524.1106 

Bonn 
Sine 

GERMANY 

Breite Str. 47,5300 
Tel. 0228.654320 (C) (M) 

Frankfurt 1 
Sine 
Oeder Weg 43, 6000 
Tel. 069.552233 (C) (M) 

Freiburg 
Sine 
Moltkestr. 5, 7800 
Tel. 0761.37934 (C) (M) 

Heidelberg 
Sine 
Rohrbacher Str. 81, 6900 
Tel. 06221.15010 (C) (M) 

Mainz 
Sine 
Graben 1,6500 
Tel. 06131.226681 (C) (M) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Send linger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel. (089) 237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONGKONG 
Everest Sports Ltd., 
83 Sai Yee Street, Mezz. Floor, 
Mongkok, Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-900024/3-914018 
Telex. 63999 WCVRY HX 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment 
& Services 

172 Tung Lo Wan Road, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Causeway Bay. 
Tel. 5-669313/5-669331 
Telex: 71947 HYBME HX 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre, 

1 F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-848190 
Telex: 33552 MTCTA HX 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd., 

Head Office (Export & Import), 
102, 1 F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wanchai, Hong Kong. 
Tel. 5-733313 
Tix. 65205 MTSEV HX 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd., 

Retail Shop, 
M F., 56 Morrison Hill Road, 
Wanchai, Hong Kong. 
Tel. 5-733329 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

NETHERLANDS 
Amsterdam 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Marnixstraat 2, 1015 XH 
Tel. 020-24.36.52 

Maastricht 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Heugemerweg 4, 6221 GJ 
Tel. 043-21.71.48 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street, (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18 19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.233122- Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1 2 Regents Street 
(corner of Church Street) 
BN1 1 UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel.0272.741157 

Bristol 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd. 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd. 
CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Canterbury 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
3 Palace Street. 
Tel. 0227.470023 



Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
1;,, Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road. 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Coventry 
Mountain Sports (Coventry) 
Tudor House, 
14 Spon St., 
CV1 3BA 
Tel. 0203.21937 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85 King Street . 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski and Climb, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. 
(M)(S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevisport 
Unit 13, 
Waverley Market, 
EH11BO. (M) (S) 
Tel. 031.557.0923 

Elgin 
Keith Johnson Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, PH33 6EJ. 
Tel. 0397.4921 (M) (S) 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041.221.4531 2 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevi sport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041.332.4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 

1nverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports, 
9/11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
40 Woodhouse Lane. 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 
(C)(M) (S) 
Tel. 051.709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W86BD 
Tel. 01.938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
456 8 The Strand 
WC2R 0RG 
Tel. 01.839.5161 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6 14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop, 
572 Sil bury Boulevard, 
Central , MK9 3AF. (C) (M) 
Tel: 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 091 232 3561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE11RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C) . 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL 1 1T A. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure, 
29 Lincoln Road, 
PE1 2RH. 
Tel . 0733.41381 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd., 
41 Bell Street, 
RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
149 Fitzwilliam St. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison L.td., 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel . 0756.4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping, 
118 High Street, 
SG1 3DW (C) (M) 
Tel. 0438.353086 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
90 High Street, 
Milton Keynes. (C) (M) 
MK111AH 
Tel. 0908 568913 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel.09406.229 , 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd ., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 9'18, 5001. 
Tel. 05.31.1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02.46.90.75 

Oslo 
Sports Co. A/S 
Mountain and Ski Equipment, 
Roald Amundsens Gt. 6. 
Tel. (2) 110363.447381 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Ryesgade 27, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt., 
Kildevaeldsgade 16 
DK-2100, 0 
Tel. 01-29.01.33 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden57,2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Alaska: Juneau 
Foggy Mountain Shop 
171 Shattuck Way, 99801 
Tel. 907.586.6780 (M) (S) 

Arizona: Tempe 
North Face, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel . 415.548.1371 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349 E. Campbell Ave ., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

53 



California: Palo Alto Colorado: Colorado Springs New York: New Paltz Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, North Face, Rock and Snow, North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 44 Main Street, 12561 . 4560 Un iversity Way N.E ., 
Tel. 415.327 .1563 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 303.634.5279 Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) 98105 

Tel. 206.633.4431 
California: Riverside Colorado : Denver New York : New York 
Riverside Ski and Sport, North Face, Camp and Trai l Outfitters , Washington: Seattle 
6744, Brockton Ave ., 92506. 2490 S. Colorado Blvd. , 80222. 21 Park Place, 10007. The North Face, 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) Tel. 303.758.6366 Tel. 212.227 .1760 (C) (M ) 10231~Ave., 98104. 
California: Riverside Colorado: Fort Collins Oregon: Independence 

Tel. 206.622.4111 
Sports Country Ltd., Th e Mountain Shop, Independence Mountaineering, Washington: Tacoma 6422 Magnolia Ave., 92506. 126 W. Laurel, 80521. 215 South Main, 97351 . Base Camp Supply, Tel. 714.683.2200 Tel. 303.493.5720 (M) Tel . 503.838.6475 (C) (M ) (S) 3730 South Pine, 98409. 
California: San Bernardino Colorado: Lakewood Utah : Salt Lake City Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 
Sports Country Ltd ., North Face, North Face, Wisconsin : Madison 222 North G Street, Suite B, 11355 West 6th Ave ., 3975 S. Wasatch Blvd. , 84117. Erewhon Mountain Supply, 92401. 80215. Tel. 801 .272.9403 (C) (S) (M) 
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Abbet, L.; 101 - 10 
Abdu, Mauricio; 107-11 
Abplanalp, Michel; 11 0 -9 
Abrego, Mari; 111-8 
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108- 13 
Chang, Bong-Wan; 111-9 
Chang, Bhong-Ho; 111-9 
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Wada, Shohei; 106-10, 108-15 
Wada, Toyoji, 105-14 
Waddy, Crispin; 111-12 
Wagland, Dave; 109-21 
Wagstaff, Brock; 108-10 
Wales; 107-10 
Walker, A; 109-15 
Walker, Ian; 112-17 
Walker.Jill; ·112-17 
Walker, Mike; 111-15 
Walker, Robin; 112-19 
Walker, Tim; 112-14 
Walkington, Tom; 109-17, 112-16/17 
Walsh, William; 107-12, 112-13 
Wallace, Brian; 107-6 
Wallner, Max; 112-11 
Ward, Edmond; 107-8 
Ward, Matt; 101-16, 109-18 
Wark, Carls; 104-11 
Watts, Chris; 109-1 2/ 14 
Watts, Richard; 101-13 
Wayman, Bill; 107-11, 112-18 
Watkins, Christine; 111-10 
Watkins, Huw; 104-11 
Watson, Tim; 107-6 
Webster, Ed; 101-11, 106-17/18, 

107-7, 112-10, art Just Another Day 
In the Life of a Rock'N'Roll Star; 
110-24 

Webb, Will; 109-15 
Weigand.Geoff; 101-13, 104-11/12, 

108-17 
Welch, Tad; 107-8 
Wellig, Diego; 108-10, 112-10 



WARMTH 
WITHOUT 

BULK 
THE LATEST 
THERMALS 

FROM 
NORTH CAPE 

North Cape are recognised 
astheleadersinthe 

design of thermal underwear 
for outdoor sports. Their latest 
range of longjohns, zip polos 
and vests have been tried and 
tested, both on major 
expeditions and in typical 
backpacking conditions. Made 
in Rhovyl with unique 
insulating properties, comfort 
and easy washing , they're the 
latest in performance 
sportswear. With a full choice 
of colours and sizes for both 
sexes plus an excellent range 
of accessories, North Cape 
ensure that you are warm even 
in the worst conditions. 

At all good outdoor retailers. 

Made in Scotland by 
North Cape 
Springkerse, 
Stirling FK7 7SW. 
Telephone: 0786 63983 

The best thing about bad weather 

North Cape's Expedition Testing 1986-88. 
British Chogolisa '86. Mal Duff-Lhotse '86. Polish Lhotse '87. 
British Army Everest '88. 

ented a 
'T' ng on water 
-~ working on it! 

'T' boots for rock, moor and mountain 
There are over twenty styles in the Vango 'T' boot 

range, all with one thing in common - quality. 
They combine the finest materials, designs and 
craftsmanship to keep you dry and comfortable whatever 
the conditions. The examples below are typical of the 
care which goes into every 'T' boot 

'Perlotto' has a suede upper, reinforced heel cup and 
Pirelli Slick soles with three steel torsion bars to help you 
on new extreme routes. 

'Titan' has that down-to-earth ruggedness which will 
give you years of comfortable wear. It has a one-piece calf 
leather upper, soft cuff and Torsion Flex laminated sole. 

'Zeta' is ideal for winter climbing and high altitude 
routes. It has a polyurethane upper shell and leather inner. 

Ask to see Vango 'T' boots at good dealers or write for colour cat.a/ague to: 

VANGO (SCOTLAND) LTD 
70 East Hamilton Street 

Ladyburn, Greenock PA15 2UB 
Tel: (0475)44122 

Telex: 778386 
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