


Mountain equipment 
SUPPLIERS TO 16 E1/EREST E-XPEDITIONS 

• Steve Jones on Gasherbrum II. Gore Tex 
Wind Suit. Photo: D. Stewart. 
• Inset: Gasherbrum VI. Photo: lain Peter. 
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SUPER JACKET 
A thoroughly functional jacket 
designed to combat the worst 
possible conditions; the top of 
our range with the Super tag 

well deserved. 

• Wired hood with inner drawcord. 
• Two large outer patch pockets. 
• Full length heavy duty 2 way zip, 

covered by Velcro closed storm facing. 
• Full length interior facing behind zip. 
• Seamless shoulders. 
• Velcro wrist closures. 
• Generous hood and cut allowing for 

extra warm clothing. 
• Zipped map pocket accessible from the 

outside. 
• Mid - thigh length. 
• Also available as bi-colour jacket. 

Fabrics 
Goretex Taffeta 
Goretex Taslan 

Sizes 
Ex.S. 

Colours 
Red, Navy, Green 
Red, Navy, Green 

Medium Blue 

S M 
36"-38" 38"-40" 40"-42" 

L Ex.L. 
42"-44" 46"-48" 

Preswylfa, Goodman St , Llanberis, Gwynedd LL55 4HN 

N. Wales, U.K Tel: [0286) Llanberis 87 1256 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
For a good booklist of secondhand/out of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exploration, write to D. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, 
Edinburgh EH9 1 DA, Scotland. Wants lists welcomed. 

Invisible "Chalk" (on the right rock). Brown, Grey , Green . 
Magnesium Carbonate Powder. Send £7. 90 for 8 x 2 oz bags or ring for Access/ 

Visa, or samples. White 2oz blocks-same price. I. W .F. Ltd. , 78A Forsyth Road , 
Newcastlerryne. Telephone (091) 281 0945 - Trade Enquiries Welcome. 

WANTED 
Shop Manager to run progressive climbing shop 
based in the UK hills. Applicants must be climbers. 
Please write in strict confidence with full CV to Box 
No. 55, Mountain, P.O. Box 184, Sheffield S119DL. 

Aftertwoyearsextensive research and planning, here isourtrekking programme for 1988: 
NEW BIAFO-HISPARGLACIERS: 25daytrek crossing the HISPAR LA 

see article in this magazine 
K.2 and Concordia : World leaders for 5 years. 

NEW Kongur and Mustagh Atta : inc. Kunjerab pass and Kashgar 
Spantik and the Hunza Valley. 
Trans-Himalaya : Kashmir, hardest trek yet? 
Tibetan Plateau : source of the Yangtse river, Lhasa, Everest. 
Two week holidays in Pakistan and Kashmir. 

After successfully climbing all of our trekking peaks in 87, we are offering the following 
peaks this year : 
NEW Chulu East & Annapurna Circuit : Manang Valley, Nepal. 

Loboche peak & Everest b.c. : Khumbu, Nepal. 
Easy peaks in the Tian Shan : Northwest China. 
Gondoro peak : Hushe Valley, Pakistan. 

Fancy a bike ride? 
NEW MOUNTAIN BIKE TRIP MASHERBRUM BASE CAMP 

to Gilgit! 
• ••• Snow and Ice instruction. pre-trek climbing and walking 

courses based in the Lakes and Scotland, February & March, 
for our superbly illustrated brochure please contact: 

The KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE LTD .. 
'Trekkers Lodge·, 32 Lake Road. 

Keswick, CA12 5DO. Tel. (07687) 73966 
'-----------HAPPY NEW YEAR!---------_J 



MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS. We hold very large stocks of SECONDHAND 
AND NEW MOUNTAIN BOOKS; climbing/ walking guides (worldwide). 

Jarvis Books, 57 Smedley Street East, Matlock, Derbyshire. DE4 3FO. England. 
Shop open Monday-Saturday. 9.30-5.30. Tele: (0629) 55322. S.a.e .. catalogue. 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ - 88 ca talog free to fo reign, 

,CRAMPON STRAPS U.S. & Canada, send 22¢ 

P.O. Box 2223 , Santa Barbara, Cal iforn ia 931 20. USA. 

SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS: Hillwalking, back-packing holidays; 6 days from , 
£220. Also hotel-based walking tours . Individual mountaineering instruction and guiding 
throughout the year. Brochure: MOUNTAIN CRAFT, M, FREEPOST (no stamp, UK only , 
GLENFINNAN, INVERNESS-SHIRE, PH37 4BR, SCOTLAND. Tel. 039783 213 24 hours . 

SA VE MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

MON,,r:::y Largest U.K. stockists of specialist top quality materials and 
&; accessories. Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 

Trade and retail. SAE. catalogue. 
Pennine Outdoor Holmbridge, Huddersfield, W. Yorks. 0484 - 684302/683206 

IT'S A "MUST" FOR YOUR STOPOVER 
IN 

APPROACHES: 
A: MTR. 

HONG KONG 
N 

:::J r-----. CROSS HARBOXR TUNNEL t 
--, ~ r----_ ~ r---i ·=·=· c=:i L 
M:~T~~~ ~ c=J ~ ====~ L---------' }; c=J ~AUSEWAY BAY SHOPPING AREA 

-{,,,~ ~ c=i ~==~ C=:J,\.----7 ~ MTR STATIO~v \ L 
----1/. r;;;;:=:r~ C:=J '----~ C=:Jn l----' CAUSEWAY B~ 

~oo~~~oa/ri10D~~/'.~c 
r-ir-ir;,, ~ /:J ~ ~ --~ = Do - ~ 

Mounta~.n ,---7[7 MORRISON__~ U/jr}r u~\n~~ 
Hill ROAD~ :,:,: L IX • ~ '\ V 

• _\ . ·,,· C t ~ 
Services O O c,.• /f NAMYANG 

International 0000 "' 7 ,l1/THEATRE 

Ud. X....cARAVELLE HOTEL 

SCALE 

0 0.5KM 

56, Morrison Hill Rd. M/F. 
WAN CHAI 
HONG KONG ~ 5-733329 TL)(.=B5205HX 

B: Taxi. FOR TAXI DRIVER: 
1/ Take "MTR" to "ISIAND UNE CAUSEWAY BAY STATION". 
2/ Get out at "PERCIVIL STREET" EXIT (WEST SIDE) 

1/ From any where: Tell the driver to go to "NAN YANG 
THEATRE'' 

2/ On arrival, across the road (MORRISON HIU ROAD) 

~H ~ :fU E2 W i@: 5 s ~m. lmt!: 

:8*tr~~~~q] 3/ walk along the "TRAMWAY" (Hennessy Road). Pass under 
a large vehicle flyover, unHI you meet "TIN LOK IANE". 
Tum left. 

4/ walk along "TIN LOK IANF' and you will find "MORRISON 
HIU ROAD" Check for "56" (Right hand side) Look for 
the blue "M.S." sign. 

Watch for the Blue sign "MOUNTAIN 51:RVICES'' 
ggesHon tor lhose who s1ay In Kowloon side: Take "MTR" 
to "ADMIRALTY STATION" and take a Taxi there. Save Tunnel 
charges. 
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red Harper & I 
ffer exciting ex 
lpine mountai 
ff-piste glacier 
xploration, 

wilderness-skiin 

------- BROCHURE AVAILABLE FROM 
Mountain Guides, Nevisport, High St. 

_________ __. Fort William Tel : (0397) 4767 

K2. ~p~t!~!u!p?i
0 

• Ear ly booki ng discount 
• Climber bunk house 
• We take your climb seriously 

Mt. McKinley • Alaska 
(907) 733-2291 

Box 290M, Talkeetna, AK 99676 

tt;j David Oswin Expeditions 
~ in association with Doug Scott 

THE UNTRAVELLED WORLD 
David Oswin Expeditions in conjunction with 
Doug Scott offer an exciting programme of 
journeys to off the beaten track destinations in 
1988/9 

1988 
April 
May 
October 
Jun-Sept 
July 
Aug-Sept 

1989 
March 

Bhutan 22 Days 
Nanda Devi OuterSanctuary21 Days 
Shivling Base Camp 18 Days 
lceland8-14Days 
Greenland 14Days 
Makalu Base Camp 29- 34 Days 
In conjunction with British West Face Expedition 

Dog Sledge Greenland 10 Days 

Write for details : 
David Oswin Expeditions, 

'Oaklands', 
Laversdale Lane End, 

lrthington, 
Cumbria. CA6 4PS 

Ice axes designed and 
manufactured in Glencoe, by 

mountaineers for mountaineers. 

Mountain Technology (Glencoe) Ltd. 
Old Ferry Road, Onich, 

Inverness-shire PH33 6SA, Scotland 
Telephone - Onich (085 53) 222 

International + 44 85 53 222 

0 
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BUFFALO MOUNTAIN SHIRT-

Winners of the. Outdoor 
Writers Guild Award 
for the most 

IlliffflLO 
Demn~-P-~rcs1~m 

ior clothing and sleeping bags 
DOUBLE-P MEANS PERTEX/PILE FABRIC 

THE MOUNTAIN SHIRT 
WORN NEXT TO THE SKIN 
REPLACES 3 LAYERS 
OF CONVENTIONAL CLOTHING. 

FOR CYC 
MBING, W 

CANOE 

TOTALLY 
CONDENSATION FREE: 
AND ELIMINATES 
CHILLING! 

MOUNTAIN SHIRT, SALOPETTES, 
MOUNTAIN JACKET. 

BACK ISSUES £1 .50 (British Isles), £1.75 (Overseas) 
Back lssuesAvailable -tick appropriate box $4.00 (USA) 

@] §] @] ~ ~ ~ @] §] For orders of 6 issues 

@] §] §] ~ §1 @] ~ @2] 
and above, price per 
issue as follows : £1.25 
(British Isles), £1.50 

§] §] §] §] ~ [§] ~ ~ (Overseas), $3.00 (USA) 

§] ~ ~ B ~ B fil ~ I order ... ..... .. issues at 
............ ............... each 

□ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ TOTAL ........ .. .. .. ....... .... 

A few single copies of older issues are available: details & price per copy on request. 

INDEXES £1 .00 (British Isles & Overseas) 
Indexes available - tick appropriate box $2.50 (USA) 

Complete Sets: 
£8.00 (British Isles & Overseas) 
$15.00 (USA) 
I order ....................... indexes 
at ............................................ . 
I order ............. complete sets 
TOTAL ......................... .. ... .. .... . 

BINDERS £4.95 each (UK), £5.25 each (Overseas) 
$10.00 each (USA) 

High quality maroon binders lined in grey, which hold 2 years' issues(12 copies I. If 3 or more ordered, prices 
Provided with individual gold le!raset packs to enable flexibility for personal per binder as follows: 
referencing systems. These binders are the same colour, style and quality as £4.70 (UK), £4.95 (Overseas!. 
previously available Mountain binders. Note discount available on bulk orders $9.00 (USA) 
of 3 or more. All prices are inclusive of postage, packing & VAT. I order ..... Binders at .. 

TOTAL ............. . 

METHOD OF PAYMENT TOTAL ENCLOSED ............................. . 

SE VICES 
Pre-payment is required and all the above rates include Postage & Packing. Overseas customers 
should note that all items are sent surface mail and may take as long as two months for delivery. 
Air mail rates for any of the above available on request. 
NAME .................................................................................................................................................... .. 

P MEPOSTEO 
6 

ADDRESS ......................................................................... ........................................................................ . 

Send payment to: Mountain Magazine Ltd., PO Box 184, Sheffield S11 90L, England. 
Tel : 0742 586553 



HIMALAYA ~ 
NEXT? BHUTAN 

SIKKIM 
NEPAL 
LADAKH 

HIMALAYAN KINGDOMS LTD 
20 THE MALL CLIFTON BRISTOL 858 4DR 

0272237163 
trekking specialists to the world's greatest range 

INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL OF 

MOUNTAINEERING 
Director: Pat Littlejohn 

Expanded programme for 1988 

U.I.A.G.M. 

• ICEFALL CLIMBING and ALPINE WINTER EXPERIENCE 
(Jan/Feb) 

• SKI TOURING/HAUTE ROUTES (mid-March/early April) 
• ALPINE CLIMBING COURSES}-
• HIGH ALPINE TREKS (mid-June/end September) 
• PRIVATE .GUIDING 
• EXPEDITIONS (annually - June 1988, PERU; 

Sept 1989, HIMALAYA) 

All information can be obtained from I.S.M., Club Vagabond, 
1854 Leysin, Switzerland. Tel. (Swiss code) 25 34 13 21 

Twin 
alien key 
bolts 
(threads into 
-female 
sleeve 
bolt) 



GREATER HIMALAYA 

Everest Unclimbed 

TIBET 
Everest (8848ml 

Everest was not climbed in 1987, 
the first time this has happened in 
16years. Poor weather and high 
winds characterised the post
monsoon season and adversely 
affected most expeditions to 
8000m peaks in both the Himalaya 
and the Karakoram where, like 
Everest, K2 remained unclimbed 
during the year. 

The Spanish attempt on a new 
route on the North Face during 
the monsoon (see Mountain 118), 
reached 8700m, the highest of any 
attempt during the year. The line 
followed by the Spanish was of 
necessity relatively safe despite 
the heavy monsoon snow and the 
height reached was remarkable 
given the difficulty of the route 
and the unusual choice of season. 

A 12 member American/ 
Canadian team led by Steve Van 
Meter attempted the North Col 
route during the post-monsoon. 
High winds hampered progress 
throughout September. Camp 5 
(7800ml was established on 
September 25 and Camp 6 (8200m) 
on October 12 from where Stevan 
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EVEREST 
caranorte 
Spanish route 

j' 

TIIC 
ll.STLC 

Strain made a solo attempt, 
reaching 8500m before the wind 
forced him to descend. 

Doug Scott's team on the N.N.E. 
Ridge experienced similar 
conditions and never managed to 
get much above 8000m as poor 
weather made a serious attempt 
on the pinnacles impossible. 

Shisha Pangma (8046ml 
A 17 member British expedition 
let by Lt. Col. Henry Day to the 
previously unexplored east side 
of the mountain established Base 
Camp at the snout of the Phola 
Glacier on September 21 . The 
team soon decided that the East 
Face was too dangerous for a 
protracted seige so they opted for 
a long circuitous route via the S.E. 
Face of Pungpa Ri (7445m). 

A complex route through the 
icefall on the Phola Glacier led to 
an ice face which was climbed to 
the col between Pung pa Ri and 
Nyanang Ri where Camp 3 (6900m) 
was established on October 16. 
Five days later Steve Venables 
and Luke Hughes pushed on 
alpine style, reaching the summit 
of Pung pa Ri via the 1982 British 
route on October 25 and the 

following day continued along 
the 3km long connecting ridge 
toward Shisha Pang ma. A cold 
night without sleeping bags was 
spent in a snow hole at 7650m, 
but high winds the next morning 
forced them to retreat with 
Hughes suffering from frostbite 
in several fingers. 

Further attempts were curtailed 
on November 1 when a radio 
message from the Tibetan 
Mountaineering Association was 
received ordering the team down 
to Nyalam. The expedition 
reported that both the LO and the 
interpreter were obstructive 
throughout the trip and that 
neither the CMA nor the TMA was 
particularly helpful despite the 
recent increases in the costs 
charged for expeditions in Tibet. 
Everest expeditions during the 
year apparently had similar 
experiences. 

Cho Oyu (8201 m) 
A large Japanese expedition led 
by Michiko Takahashi (nee Imai) 
placed 13 on the summit including 
five Sherpas. The summit was 
reached on three consecutive 
days, September 20-22, Takahashi 

R----•c.•..--.-. 
I -·~ {:::;:_---1i,,, 

--- , ' 

herself reaching the top on the 
22nd.At45,Takahashinow 
boasts a number of successfully 
led trips including the traverse· of 
Dauligiris 2, 3 and 5 in 1979 and 
two attempts on the North Face of 
Everest in winter in 1983/4 and 
1985/6. She is perhaps best 
remembered in Europe for her 
part in the Japanese route on the 
Eiger in 1969. 

Changtse (7553ml 
On September 28, Australians 
Glen Nash and Rod Turner 
completed the Japanese North 
Face route after a four day alpine 
style push. This was only the third 
official ascent of Changtse and 
the first summit in the northern 
Everest region reached in 18 
months. 

NEPAL 
Lhotse (8516ml 
Further details of the international 
expedition to the South Face (see 
Mountain 118) are now available. 
Led by Krzysztof Wielicki, the 
team included Alan Hinkes (GB), 
Steve Boyer (USA), Carlos 
Carsolio (Mexico) and Alois 
Brugger and Kurt Walde (Italy), 

El)""' c:> ""'0 
, , oc..T . t;; l!R .,. O.u 00 1,."F 

----<~,;;J?" 
- - \"--,:) •. l ,_ 



The eastern cirque of Shisha Pangma, with the route of the British 1987 Expedition marked, from the Pho/a Glacier. Summits left to right are: 
Nyanang Ri, Pungpa Ri, and Shisha Pangma (hidden). Photo : Stephen Venables. 

and eight Polish climbers, several 
of whom had taken part in the 
successful Shisha Pangma 
expedition earlier in the year. 

Several days after the death of 
the doctor, Czeslaw Jakeil, in an 
avalanche on September 15 in 
which Walenty Fuit was also 
seriously injured, the team 
resumed their attempt, 
establishing Camp 3 (6600m) on 
September 20, Camp 4 (7100m) 
on the 27th and Camp 5 (7450m) 
on October 10. By October 14, 
Carsolio and Artur Hajzer had 
reached 7800m before a heavy 
fall of snow halted progress and 
avalanches seriously threatened 
Base Camp. Improved conditions 
at the end of October allowed 
Hajzer and Wielicki to complete 
the difficult climbing above 
8000m to reach the corniced 
summit ridge on October 29, only 
200m below the top, before an 
impending storm forced the 
unlucky pair to descend. 

In all, there have been eight 
expeditions to the South Face 
beginning with the Japanese in 
1973. In 1981, a strong Yugoslav 
team also reached the ridge but 
failed to make the summit. 
Nuptse (7855ml 
Two young Italians, Enrico Rosso 
and Manoni Fabrizio, attempted a 
new route on the South Face in 
October but were forced down 
from a high point of 6700m in bad 
weather. The line attempted was 
technically difficult and exposed 
to objective dangers. 

Jannu (7710m) 
A Dutch expedition comprising 
Ger Friele, Edmond Ofner, Ferry 

van Wilgenburg, Rudolf de 
Koning, lngo Doornenbal (doctor) 
and Gerard C. van Sprang (leader) 
repeated the difficult Japanese 
route on the North Face. Base 
Camp was established on 
September 17 beside the Jan nu 
Glacier. By October 3, the team 
had reached Camp 2 (6100m) 
above the "Wall of Shadows", 
and after a week's rest in Base, 
Ofner and van Sprang set off 
alpine style for the summit. At the 
second bivouac at 7250m, van 
Sprang discovered that both his 
feet were frostbitten, so he waited 
while Ofner continued alone to 
the summit on October 11 . The 
pair then safely descended. 

Meanwhile, Friele and de 
Koning had reached the summit 
ridge two days behind the first 
pair and gained the summit on 
October 13. The next day they 
were seen descending the "Wall 
of Shadows" but never reached 
Camp 1. They were apparently hit 
by falling ice and died only 60m 
above the safety of Camp 1. Their 
bodies were buried in a crevasse 
by van Wilgenburg two days later. 
It is tragic that this otherwise 
highly successful trip which is 
something of a milestone in Dutch 
Himalayan climbing was marred 
by the loss of two of its members. 

Tilicho (7134ml 
A five strong Spanish expedition 
led by Jordi Colomer failed to 
climb this peak early in the pre
monsoon season. They set up 
Base Camp on March 28, but cold 
and poor weather forced the team 
to retreat from just below the top 
on April 9. 

INDIA 
Kangchenjunga (8586ml 
Further details of the Indian 
ascent and disaster on the N.E. 
Face have been received (see 
Mountain 116). The 60 strong 
army expedition was led by Major 
General Prem Lal Kukrety. The 
team was hampered by heavy 
snow and poor weather, but 
despite conditions, Camp 6 was 
established on May 22 at 7800m. 
One member had to be evacuated 
by helicopter because he was 
suffering from frostbite. Despite 
this setback, Phu Dorje, Chorten 
Tsering and Phu Pu Bhuti 
occupied Camp 6 on May 24, and 
set out for the summit next 
morning. They contacted Base by 
radio 50m below the summit 
before their batteries went dead 
in -40° conditions. A severe storm 
struck the team as they 
descended from the summit and 
their bodies were never found. 

On May 31, Chander Singh, 
Bhawan Singh and Subhas 
Lim boo gained the summit and 
found Phu Dorje's prayer flags 8m 
below the summit. Shortly after 
the trio began their descent, 
Chander Singh fell to his death. 

The expedition has come under 
criticism from some Indian 
sources who have compared the 
tactics employed with warfare. 
The ascent and disaster certainly 
are reminiscent of the 1985 
Everest expedition during which 
five members perished. Much of 
the climbing was done in 
extremely hazardous conditions. 
No oxygen was used despite long 
periods spent at high altitude. 

Chaukhamba 1 (7138ml 
A 38 strong Indian police 
expedition climbed this peak, 
placing six on top on May 29. Five 
members then skied to Base Camp 
which they reached in under an 
hour, leaving the other summiteer 
to take three days on the same 
descent. 

Laspa Dhura (5913ml 
Nandabhanar (6236ml 
Nanakhani (6029ml 
The first ascents of these peaks 
were made by a joint Inda-British 
team in September after attempts 
to reach the unclimbed Changush 
(6322m) were abandoned due to 
the difficulty of access from the 
south. John McKeever, Aqil 
Chaudhry, Jonathan Preston, 
Bivujit Mukhoty and Duncan and 
Geoff Harby first climbed Laspa 
Dhura via the North Ridge, and 
then moved their camp onto 
Nanabhanar from where they 
climbed that peak (McKeever, 
Chaudhry, Preston) via the East 
Ridge and Nanakhani (McKeever) 
via the West Flank. 

Thalay Sagar (6904ml 
Brigupanth (6772ml 
The fifth ascent of Th a lay Sagar 
was made via the original Anglo/ 
American Route by a Spanish 
team consisting of Oscar Cadiach, 
Jordi Camprubi and Xavier Perez 
Gil. The team bivouaced three 
times during the ascent, reaching 
the summit on August 26. 

A ten man Polish expedition led 
by Ryszard Kolakowski operated 
from the Kedar Valley during the 
post-monsoon season. Tomasz 
Kopys and Zbigniew Skierski 
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Point 5979m in the Biafo-Solu watershed. The left hand route to the South Summit: Duncan Tunstall and Stephen Venables July 23-25, 1987. 
Right hand route to main summit: Venables August 24, 1987. The central icefield is reached by a hidden glacier ramp. Snow peak distant right 
is probably the one attempted by Tilman in 1937. Photo : Venables. 

climbea the tsU0m East Face of 
Thalay Sagar by a difficult new 
line between September 25-26, 
but were forced to retreat 150m 
below the top after a fall. 

Earlier, Kolakowski and Zbigniew 
Kroskiewicz had completed a fine 
new route on the 1800m West 
Pillar of Brigupanth . The 30 pitch 
route was mainly free on good 
rock with pitches of V+ and VI-. 

This area seems to have been 
blessed with good weather during 
the autumn. Two other members, 
Jerzy Barszczewski and Michal 
Nanowski made an ascent of the 
Original Route on Brigupanth 
over September 25-6. 

Kharcha Kund (6612ml 
A British team comprising Robin 
Beadle, Bobby Gilbert, Rob 
Tresidder and Pete Scott made 
the first ascent of the North Ridge 
in alpine style. The team speht 5½ 
days on the route, finding some 
evidence of the earlier attempts 
by the Japanese and Scottish 
parties below the "Five 
Pinnacles". The major difficulties 
were concentrated in the pinnacle 
section of the ridge with climbing 
up to Alpine VI and Scottish Vice. 
The team reached the top on 
September 18 and spent a further 
day and a half descending the 
normal West Ridge to Base. 
Nun (7135ml 
Two Polish expeditions climbed 
this peak during the year. The 
first, led by Waclaw Otreba, 
placed all its members on top on 
August 12 using four camps 

10 

above the Shafat Glacier. 
The second was led by Jan 

Kwiaton and climbed the 
mountain from the NW. Three 
separate pairs reached the 
summit on September 30 and 
October 4 and 6. 

KA RAK ORAM 
During July, three British 
climbers, Phil Bartlett, Duncan 
Tunstall and Stephen Venables 
spent four weeks traversing the 
Karakoram from Dassu to Pasu, a 
journey of over 200km. Porters 
were used to reach a base camp 
at the head of the Biafo Glacier. 
See article Karakoram Odyssey, 
this issue. 

Another small British team 
comprising Struan Gray, Bruce 
Hubbard, Matthew Powell and 
Robert Rider was also active in 
the Biafo area in July. During the 
few good spells of weather, alpine 
style ascents were made of Ho 
Bluk (5330m) via the NE/North 
Ridges, The Goblin (5630m) via 
the South Flank/SE Ridge and 
Ghur (5760m) via the North Face/ 
North Ridge. The team climbed 
from a base camp immediately 
opposite the Ogre and Latok 
groups. 

In the Shimshal Valley, a third 
British group made the first 
ascent of Yazghil Sar (5820m). 
Claire and Pete Foster reached the 
North Summit via the NW Spur/ 
North Ridge on September 7, and 
the higher South Summit was 
reached the following day by Jack 
Brindle, Ernie McGlashan and 

John O'Reilly. The route took 
three days. 
John Porter 

CORRESPONDENTS: Beadle, 
Child, Colomer, Eguskitza, Fraga, 
Guha, Gray, Hornby, Kapadia, 
Lopez, Nash, Nyka, O'Reilly, Van 
Meter, van Sprang, Venables. 

Footnote 
Climbers returning from Tibet 
after the post-monsoon season 
had to contend with two additional 
hazards apart from the usual red 
tape. The road between 
Kathmandu and Friendship 
Bridge on the Nepal /China border 
had been blocked during the 
moonsoon in several places, the 
worst being between Barabise 
and Lamasangu . By November 
the obstructions had been 
reduced to a single 2 hour portage 
with vehicles available at either 
side of it. The Nepalese have 
thrown a battalion of para
military engineers onto the job 
and expectations were for a 
serviceable motor road again to 
the frontier in time for the start of 
the spring climbing season. On 
the other side of the border the 
Chinese Mountaineering 
Association were less sanguine 
about getting vehicles to 
Zhang mu, the Tibet side of the 
border. The exceptional snowfall 
of late October blocked the road 
over the La lung La (5020m), about 
100km north of the border as well 
as causing rockfalls that blocked 
the road 10km south of Nyalam. 

Snowploughs cleared the pass by 
November 3, but the journey 
down from Nyalam to the frontier 
required porters for the whole 
distance of 25km . The CMA 
cannot guarantee that the 
situation will be improved by the 
spring. The other problem was 
political. Notices had appeared 
after disturbances in Lhasa on 1 
October. They warned visitors not 
to interfere in the internal affairs 
of the country. Individual 
travellers were no longer 
admitted and those already in 
Lhasa were moved on. Only 
previously organised groups, 
including CMA arranged 
expeditions, were allowed to 
travel through Lhasa. 

There are indications that the 
CMA is being challenged over its 
monopoly on the issue of 
climbing permits. China 
International Sports Travel 
Corporation may be subsuming 
the CMA completely; similarly 
titled China Tibet International 
Sports Travel offers a full service 
" for expeditions, travels and 
tours " in its own region and has 
its own telex number. The acid 
test will be whether a letter or 
telex of invitation from the 
C(T)ISTC is honoured by visa
issuing authorities abroad. 

The CMA continue to update 
their regulations and provisions 
governing mountaineering and 
trekking parties and it is always 
worth bearing in mind the last rule 
when negotiating with them, 
"The right to interpret and revise 



(alter) these regulations 
(provisions) belongs to the CMA." 
They make a high proportion of 
their foreign exchange from their 
tariff for transport and 
accommodation charging well 
above the market rate. For 
example, the local charge for an 
overnight stay at the Chinese 
hotel in Nyalam is 7 yuan (about 
£1 /US$2); the CMA charge 80 
yuan even if meals are not 
available. For vehicles they now 
charge all journeys as if they 
started in Lhasa even if much of 
the trip is notional (some trucks 
remain at Xegar). The distance 
from Lhasa to Zhang ma off the 
latest map and consistent with 
the roadside marker stones is 
827km but the CMA charge for 
900km. The exchange rate has 
moved steadily in favour of those 
with hard currency, so much so 
that costs have effectively halved 
since the first foreign expeditions 
went in 1980/81. However the 
charges are presently pegged at 
3.7 yuan to the US dollar. Those 
who are climbing in China on a 
budget may wish to take a few 
precautions: read the odometer 
of vehicles at start and completion 
of journey; avoid overnight stops 
where possible ; send a powerful 
negotiation team to settle the 
account in Peking at the end of the 
expedition; note that the joining 
expenses of the CMA's Liaison 
Officer and interpreter (if taken) 
are charged to the expedition . 
(They could come from Peking 
and take a week on the journey) . 

The published list of authorised 
peaks (see Mountain 713) lags 
behind those upon which 
attempts have been permitted. 
For example, Namche Barwa was 
climbed by a Japanese/Chinese 
team before appearing on the list 
and permission for Shipton 's 
Crown Peak in the Karakoram was 
granted at short notice in the 
summer. At least two teams have 
been given the go ahead to try 
Gurla Mandhata (7728m) . The 
message seems to be that 
provided there are no political 
complications and the CMA can 
arrange transport there is a 
chance that a permit will be 
issued. It is certainly worth asking . 

Those wishing to hire HA 
porters have found those 
provided not yet as effective as 
Sherpas. Permission has been 
given for a few Sherpas to climb 
in Tibet as long as they are 
represented as team members. 

There are still no rescue 
facilities on offer although a 
helicopter is now in the Tibet 
region at least. It was reported to 
have been sent to Nyalam as part 
of the government's efforts to 
release foreign tourists trapped 
on their way to the La lung La in 
late October. It was not seen near 
any expedition's camps. Casualty 
evacuation in Tibet at least 
remains an expedition's own 
responsibility. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Major New Line on Torre Egger 

A new reference book: 
Mountaineering in the Andes - A 
Sourcebook for Climbers by Jill 
Neate, published by the RGS 
Expedition Advisory Centre, is a 
fantastic source of information 
for all interested in the mountains 
of this continent. It gives details of 
all the peaks from Tierra del 
Fuego to Venezuela. 

Also a new map of Aconcagua 
region published by The American 
Alpine Club will help visitors to 
this increasingly popular 
mountain area. 

PERU 
CORDILLERA BLANCA 
Santa Cruz (6259ml 
The 1200m South Face was one of 
the "last problems" of the region. 
It was climbed by two roped 
parties: Andrej Luznik/Emil 
Tratnik and Peter Poljanec/Zarko 
Trusnovec from Yugoslavia. They 
started on June 7 and finished the 
wall after 18 hours of climbing . 
The route consisted of two rock 
barriers with desperate mixed 
climbing of VI and V, and steep, 
hard ice of 60-80 deg. They 
bivouaced on the summit ridge 
and descended the next day via 
the North Face. 

Huandoy Norte (6395ml 
Three Yugoslavians, Marjan 
Freser, Milan Romih and Danilo 
Tic made the first ascent of the 
North Face. The route starts from 
the centre of the face and goes 
diagonally left to the ridge ; three 
bivouacs (the third on the ridge) 
were needed between June 29 
and July 2. The rock was often ice 
covered and the 1450m route was 
extremely difficult (VI). How this 
route differs from the 1971 route 
needs to be clarified. 

Huandoy Este (6070ml 
Romih and Tic climbed a new 
route on the East Face on May 15. 
A group of climbers from 
Glasgow University traversed the 
mountain by climbing the SW 
Ridge and descending the NW 
Ridge and South Face in early 
September. 

Chopicalqui (6345ml 
Romih and Tic climbed a new 
route on the West Face on May 
21 . Its relation to the other routes 
on the face is unknown . 

Kitaraju (6035ml 
Romih and Tic climbed a new 
route on the East Face. 

Palcaraju (6247ml 
Yugoslav climbers were also 
active on this mountain . On April 
30 Tratnik made the first traverse 
between Palcaraju and Palcaraju 
Sur (6110m); the climb took 16 
hours. On the same day Peter 
Poljanec and Zarko Trusnovec 
climbed a new 700m route on the 
South Face of Palcaraju Sur. 

Huascaran Sur (6768ml 
Ed Hart and Mick Haffner made an 
early repeat in July of the NE Face 
(Anquosh), first ascended by 
Grison then Buhler in 1985. They 
took five days and found the lower 
face subject to stonefall (forcing 
them to stop climbing at 11 .00am) 
and the upper corniced ridge very 
tricky due to steep hollow snow. 

Pisco (5752ml 
Hart and Haffner climbed the SW 
Face Direct (the face left of the 
Bouchard route). It gave an 800m 
ice climb of TD+ grade. 

CORDILLERA VILCABAMBA 
Mellizos (5410ml 
Carlos Buhler (US) and Paul Harris 
(UK) made the first ascent of the 
NE face on August 24, descending 
the heavily crevassed North 
Ridge. 

Pumasillo (6070ml 
Buhler and Harris made the first 
ascent ofthe East Face in 2½ days 
from August 26 to 28 (the first 1 ½ 
days being on the glacier 
approach). The descent was 
complicated and followed the 
upper part of the North Ridge then 
a traverse across the glacier 
below the East Face before 
regaining the glacier approach. 

The area is reported to have 
some wild routes to do and the 
walk to this remote and rarely 
visited cirque takes two days from 
Santa Teresa up the Ouebrada 
Sacsara. 

CORDILLERA VOLCANICA 
Nevado Ampato (6350ml 
In this area of volcanoes on the 
Chile/Peru border the mountains 
are characteristically snow 
capped from a height of 5300m . A 
Polish expedition traversed all 
three summits of Ampato on June 
26 and on July 1 climbed a direct 
route via the SE Face of the NE 
summit (6200ml climbing ice up 
to 55 deg. 

BOLIVIA 
CORDILLERA REAL 
Mururata (5775ml 
On May 18 a Yugoslav party 
(Bertoncejl, Pockar, Pograjc and 
Stritih) climbed the virgin 500m 
South Face with ice up to 70 deg. 

Pico Schulz (5933ml 
This is also known as Nevada de 
Cotana and is part of the lllampu 
group. Pockar and Pograjc 
climbed the virgin SE Face (V, 60-
70 deg, 300m) on May 26. On the 
same day Stritih and Vrtovec 
climbed the East Face (330m, 45 
deg). This route was probably 
climbed first in 1973. 

ARGENTINA 
ACONCAGUA REGION 
Aconcagua 
This mountain is becoming quite 
popular with about 150 

expeditions with 500 climbers 
visiting it last season. The 
Yugoslav route via the South 
pillar received its third ascent 
between January 27 and 31, 1987 
by the Poles Leszek Cichy and 
Ryszard Kalakowski. The lower 
third was free from ice and water 
ran down the rock so the two 
Poles had to climb a 1000m 
variation to the right. The rock on 
the route is extremely friable and 
both climbers suffered slight 
injuries caused by stonefall. 

Romih and Tic made the second 
ascent of the French Direct South 
Face route between February 18 
and 23. The French Direct takes 
the right spur of the face with 
serious technical difficulties 
before joining the Argentine 
(Pasic) route. 

Tupungatu (6550ml 
Romih and Tic climbed a new 
route on the South Face. 

Cerro Rincon (5300ml 
A new 11 00m route on the East 
Face was climbed by Daniel 
Rodriguez and D. Alessio in May. 

PATAGONIA 
Torre Egger (2750ml 
The major ascent of last season 
(86/87) was the first ascent of the 
impressive SE Face of Egger by 
three Yugoslav climbers: Franc 
Knez, Silva Karo and JanezJeglic. 
These three climbers have an 
impressive record in this region, 
having made the first ascent of 
the 1 000m dihedral in Fitzroy's 
East Face in 1983; done a new 
route on Mermoz and being part 
of the successful Yugoslav team 
which climbed the East Face of 
Cerro Torre. Psycho Vertical is 
950m long with pitches of VII+, 
A3 and 90 deg ice. The climb starts 
up the steep couloir (180m) 
between Torre Egger and Cerro 
Torre. Falling ice made this 
section of the climb very 
dangerous. Vertical and 
overhanging cracks were then 
followed until they ran out affixed 
ropes at 550m at the base of the 
huge dihedral. This first part of 
the route was fixed between 
November 18 and December 6, 
and they were often climbing in 
poor weather, when progress was 
slow on the steep iced up cracks. 

On December 7 they made a 
single push for the top. They set 
off lightly equipped with no bivi 
gear at 3am and arrived at their 
high point at dawn. Climbing all 
day they reached the top at 8pm, 
then quickly descended, arriving 
at the base after midnight - nearly 
22 hours of climbing. Next day 
they cleaned the route of their 
ropes! 

They attribute their successes 
to fixed ropes, utilisation of every 
hour of good weather, experience 
of Patagonian conditions, 
excel lent physical fitness and 
psychical strength. 
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Torre Egger South East Face, showing the line of the Yugoslav Route. 

El Mocho (1980ml 
Three fine routes have been 
climbed on this outlier of Cerro 
Torre. Jeglic, Karo, Knez and 
Roberto (Italian) climbed the 
North Face over two days ( 10-11 
December 86) - Grey Yellow 
Arrow250m VIII, AO. G. C. Grassi, 
R. Pe and M. Rossi climbed the 
obvious couloir on the SE face in 
6 hours on November 18, 1986, 
Tout ou Rien, 500m ED- 75/90 deg. 
The same three climbed the South 
Pillar, mainly by superb cracks. 
Bizcochuelo 500m, ED was 
climbed in rock boots and took 12 
hours over December 6 and 7. 

Cerro Adela Sur (2860ml 
The east side of this mountain is a 
huge mixed face covered in 
seracs. G. C. Grassi and M. Rossi 
climbed non-stop for 26 hours 
from the night of 9-10 December 
1986. The 1200m TD ice route was 
OI) the NE Face and took them to 
the south summit. A complex -and 
new descent was made to the 
Ventisquero (Glacier) Grande. 

Cerro Torre (3128ml 
The third ascent of the 74 Lecea 
Route on the West Face was made 
by M. Bearzi and E. Winkelman 
from 8-10 February, 1986 
(including descent). 

Aguja de I'S (2400ml 
G. C. Grassi, R. Pe and M. Rossi 
climbed Jeu de Glace (1300m 
TD+) in 10 hours up a couloir on 
the West Face on November 30, 
1986. 

Poincenot (3036ml 
F. Cobo and M. Murcia (Spain) 
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climbed the South Face in 
December but were stopped by 
bad w~ather from reaching the 
summit on January 9 after joining 
the Carrington - Rouse Route. The 
1000m route included difficult 
free and aid climbing. 

Paine Towers 
Mario Manica, Fabrizio 
Defrancesco and Fabio Stedile 
made the second ascent of the 
Kearney/Knight Route on the 
West Face of the Central Tower. 
The three Italians thought they 
were doing a new route and 
unfortunately used fixed ropes 
(the original ascent in 1982 was 
alpine style!). The top was 
reached on November 2 after 
eight days climbing. At the same 
time another Italian soloed the 
Standard Route on the North 
Tower. 

The Gallego brothers from 
Spain spent over four months 
from November 1986 to February 
1987 attempting a new route up 
the East Face of the Central Tower 
using fixed ropes. They were not 
halfway when they abandoned 
their attempt. 

Sword 
Todd Swain and Tad Welch 
attempted a new route alpine 
style on the West Arete, but failed 
after three attempts. 

TIERRA DEL FUEGO 
Sarmiento (2184ml 
An Italian expedition led by Ragni 
climbed a new route on the West 
Pillar in the 86/87 season . 
Brian Hall 

BRAZIL 
The constant visits paid by 
climbers from many different 
countries, now commonplace in 
Brazil, are not helping very much 
in the evaluation of the true 
difficulty of our routes. Indeed, 
grades given to the same line 
sometimes vary so greatly that 
they become virtually useless. 

More helpful in this sense were 
trips recently done by a few locals 
to other areas where, after 
repeating many routes, a more 
precise relationship between our 
grading system and others, 
especially the American one, 
could be drawn. Thus it can be 
said, with fair accuracy, that our 
hardest routes still lie in the 5.11 
range, although somewhere high 
on that scale. A certain down
grading of climbs observed in 
other areas has its effects, and 
recalls the classic image of 
somebody attempting to go up an 
escalator moving downwards. 
But this does not alter the fact that 
advances in pure technical 
difficulty over the last year or so 
were not quite significant, except 
for the increased sustainedness 
of some routes. It would be nice 
to report the establishment of our 
first legitimate 5.12 climbs, but 
apparently this is not yet the case. 

However, a 5.13b route now 
exists in the country. Southern 
Comfort, a short desperate on 
Pedra do Urubu (a big boulder by 
the access road to Sugar Loaf), 
was put up by the notable German 
climber Wolfgang Gullich during 
a brief stay in Rio with Heinz Zak, 
his partner and photographer on 
the visit. Being "very athletical", 
in the words of Jacky Godoffe, 
who failed to repeat it (only two 
days trying), Southern Comfort 
stands years ahead of the present 
stage of Brazilian climbing, and 
poses an objective goal to be 
attained in the future . 

Many new fine climbing areas 
were discovered and a start soon 
made on their development, most 
ofthem in the Minas Gerais State. 
The marble outcrops near the 
Serra do Cip6 National Park, 
which receive the general name 
of "Morro da Pedreira", were 
presented with the biggest share 
of attention, as over 20 routes 
have already been established 
there, but the quartzite walls and 
canyons inside the Park itself are 
reported to offer an even greater 
scope for new climbs. Other 
promising places are the Buoux
style limestone walls of Cerca 
Grande and the many itabirite (a 
sort of iron stone) pinnacles of 
Serra da Piedade, in Caete. 

Further South, Parana 's 
climbers were also quite busy 
with first ascents, and send news 
of their establishing what is now 
Brazil's longest climb, on Pico 
Parana, a line more than 1000 
meters in length, but no more 
details of it are yet available. 

RIO DE JANEIRO STATE 
Rio de Janeiro City 
On Pao-de-Ac,ucar (Sugar Loaf), 
three very important first free 
ascents were achieved by Sergio 
Tartari and Alexandre Portela. 
Thefirstand most impressive was 
that of Limiar da Loucura, which 
was finally led, continuously, by 
Tartari to give the hardest route 
done upto now by a local climber 
at 82 Vlll /5.11. A Reva/ta dos 
Gravatas, a variation to the final 

pitch of Limiar da Loucura, was 
also freed by Tartari at 82 Vlll /5.11, 
a worthy conclusion to an already 
demanding route. Finally, Portela 
has led, completely free, the tirinp 
first pitch of As Lacas Tambem 
Amam, another variation of 
Limiar da Loucura, at 79 Vllsup/ 
5.11, a superb sequence of 
slightly overhanging face moves. 
The huge spur on the South side 
of the mountain, where all these 
and other hard climbs are 
situated, now sports the highest 
concentration of difficult routes in 
Brazil. 

On Morro da Urea, Oswaldo 
Pereira and party created Erve 
Muniz (V/5.9), an interesting face 
pitch on the North Face, though 
first climbed in poor style. 

Southern Comfort, Gullich's 
testpiece on Pedra do Urubu, 
laybacks up an overhanging flake 
before the less demanding final 
moves can be gained . Protection 
bolts on this micro-desperate 
were placed by abseil, but 
everyone agrees that they really 
couldn't have been drilled on the 
lead. That, however, was not the 
case with several other 5.10 face 
lines on the same block like 
Energetic Elements, by Zak, 
Urubito, by Antonio Carlos Maia 
(formerly a top-rope problem) 
and Urubu-Rei and Urubunda, by 
Marcelo Braga, which could have 
been established from the 
bottom . It is yet to be seen what 
effects this (still) sporadic 
employment of "French Style" 
will have on our own ethics in the 
future. 

To the right of Chamado 
Selvagem, on Morro da Babilonia , 
Andre I Iha and Eduardo Peixoto 
discovered Saci-Perere (42 Vlsup/ 
5.10), a route that starts via lay
backing moves along a right
leaning diagonal crack, hard to 
protect, followed by easier edging 
moves on the wall above. At the 
extreme righthand side of the 
mountain, Juratan Camara and 
Marco Vidon did Sagitario (32 
lllsup/5.7), a bolt-protected face 
climb. 

On the "Acid Wall", a direct 
version of Acido Benz6ico was 
equipped by abseil and then led 
by Zak, who named it Gut Ding 
Braucht Weil(Vllsup/5.11 b). Three 
b,olts - besides the first two of 
Acido Benz6ico - protect this 
fingery pitch. 

Gasparito (49 IVsup/5.8) is a 
good five-pitch edging route on 
Morro do Cantagalo, to the right 
of Urban6ide. Entirely protected 
by bolts, it was started several 
years ago but only recently 
concluded. Jorge Luiz, Jose 
Lozada, Luiz Octavio Cardozo and 
Mauricio Mota were responsible 
for the bulk of the route, though 
other people were involved to a 
lesser extent. To its right Paixao 
de Cris (32 lllsup/5.7), wo~k of 
Camara, Vidon, Dalton dos 
Santos and Pedro Caliano is 
another climb of a similar' 
character, but a bit overprotected. 

Mota, Cardozo, Luciano Perez 
Jose Portela and Nelson Machado 
climbed a fine edging and friction 
route on Corcovado, called Nas 
Ondas do Su mare (62 Vll /5.11 1 pt). 
Protection on it is based upon 
bolts, but a few small friends are 
required, too. Some aid points 
were used by the first ascent 
party, but soon all but one were 
eliminated by Alexandre Portela. 
He and Tartari have also managed 
to repeat Tragados pelo Tempo, a 



The main peak of the Bonsucesso Towers, now with two important 
multi pitch routes by Portela and Sergio Tartari : 0 Grito DasAndorinhas 
and Medas e Mitos, Photo : /Iha. 

big-wall climb on the imposing 
South Face of th e mountain, in 
one day, a very fast ascent by any 
standards. 

The South Face of Corcovado 
has received another great new 
route: 0 Oitavo Passageiro (72 
Vlllsup A-3/5.11 A-3), work of 
Portela , Tartari, Sergio Poyares, 
Mozart Hastenreiter, Eduardo 
Cabral, Bruno Menescal and 
Fernando Barbera. Basically a free 
route, it also sports short aid 
sections which are more than 
trivial. Protection is varied, and so 
are the moves found on its nearly 
400 meters. Progress on the route 
was covered by local TV 
networks, which helped to 
publicize climbing here. 

The sea cliffs of the Pepi no 
Beach had been completely 
neglected until a careful 
inspection promoted by 
Menescal, who climbed Calamar 
(42 Vsup/5.1 0a), an interesting 
two-pitch crack line, with 
Rodolpho Pajuaba . Immediately 
right (and after), I Iha and Maia put 
up Agua-Viva (72 VI 1/5.11-), 
another two-pitch clean
protected line. Its first ascent was 
achieved in two stages, with a 
diving session in between to 
rescue a set of friends which had 
fallen into the sea below. 

On Pedra da Panela, Jaba com 
Jeri mum (42 Vsup/5.1 0a) offers 
fun bolt-protected edging 
climbing with a run -out crux. 
Santos, Pajuaba, Caliano, Camara 
and Eduardo Sod re were the 
authors. 

Deimos (Vlsup/5.10) is a one
pitch crack climbed on Pedra 
Rosi Iha, Jacarepagua district, by 

llha and Pajuaba. After a few 
metres of easy lay-backing there 
ensues an off-width section which 
finally gives way to the final 
chimney. On the bigger face that 
overlooks the Riocentro 
Convention Center, Leonardo 
Alvarez and Joao Miller did Oasis 
do Troglodita (42IVsup/5.8), a 
friction climb which took an 
obvious clean band ripping up the 
thin carpet of vegetation that 
covers the whole wall. 

An excellent variation of 
Comicci, on lrmao Maior de 
Jacarepagua, was brought about 
when Ronaldo Paes put up and 
Marcello Ramos freed Desvio 
Mental (52 Vlsup/5.10+ ). The 
route begins by a left leaning 
curved crack, which offers good 
hand and finger jams, followed 
by steep edging moves up the 
pocketed wall above. A roomy 
ledge is so attained, and just a few 
more easy face moves are 
required to regain the main line. 
Various nuts and friends protect 
the crack, and bolts the rest of the 
climb. 

Buitre (52 VII A-1 /5.11 A-1) is the 
J)ame of a steep route created by 
Alvarez and Annelise Fraga, also 
on lrmao Maior de Jacarepagua. 
Although it displays really 
interesting face moves, the bolts 
on the upper section were fixed 
with the aid of a top rope, 
unnecessarily according to those 
who repeated the line afterwards. 
The first ascent couple argued 
that it would have been "a waste 
of time" trying to place them on 
the lead, so another instant-line 
has been produced. 

Further right, on the same 
mountain, old-fashioned Andre 
llha and Renato Souto, who insist 
on finding pleasure in climbing 
new routes from the bottom, 
climbed Golpe de Miseric6rdia 
(52 Vll/5.11 a), a five-pitch edging 
line that crosses Manoel 
Armando right in the middle of its 
long leftward traverse. This fine 
climb has an exposed fingery crux 
and, apart from a few nut 
placements on the second pitch, 
is entirely protected by bolts. 

Between Jura and Thelina 
Macedo, on Morro da Pena, 
Camara, Caliano, Pajuaba, Santos 
and Paulo Bastos did the superb 
Chiarelli(52 Vll/5.11 a), a four-pitch 
edging route that finds its way to 
the top throughout the web of 
crystal dykes that constitutes the 
most typical feature of that wall. A 
hard mantle on the second pitch 
is the crux of this bolt-protected 
line, a must in its grade. 

Niter6i 
Andre llha climbed three short 
new routes on Morro do 
Cantagalo, near the Itaipu Beach. 
The first one, Ritos Macabros 
(Vlsup/5.10), takes a well-defined 
off-width crack that splits a 
prominent buttress at the 
righthand side of the formation, a 
beautiful but poorly protected 
line. The chimney formed 
between this buttress and the 
cliff's main wall gave him and his 
partners - Pajuaba and Rosangela 
Gelly - Almas Penadas (22 IV/5.8), 
while the obvious crack system to 
its left became Vozes do A/em (42 
V/5.9), a varied climb where he 
was accompanied by Antonio 
Morgado. All of these routes are 
completely clean-protected. 

Petro polis 
On Morro da Formiga, yet another 
short route was discovered on the 
huge boulders at the foot of the 
main wall. Now it is Gata 
Borralheira (Vlsup/5.10+ ), by Eric 
Nyssens and Jeferson da Costa, a 
face problem. 

Nyssens, Otto Koptcke and 
Alexandre Galvao were 
responsible for the first line on 
Caber;:a de Cachorro with their 
Reticencias (42 V/5.9), an 
interesting bolt-protected edging 
climb. 

Two excellent new routes were 
put up on Pedra Roxa ,(Secretario 
district) by Leonardo Alvarez and 
Annelise Fraga. The first was 
Metamorfose (52 Vlsup/5.10+ ), 
the central crack system of an 
obvious spur stuck to a lengthy 
smooth wall. It is a varied route, 
that involves hand-jamming, lay
backing, chimneying and, on a 
blank section half-way up, an 
edging pitch which proved to be 
the crux. Bolts protect the edging 
moves, and friends and 
hexentrics of the larger sizes the 
rest of the climb. 

Immediately left, the pair along 
with Marcello Ramos did Bedrock 
(72 Vllsup/5.11 - 1 pt), a superb 
crack line that goes 
uninterruptedly from the bottom 
to the top of the spur. Entirely 
protected by nuts, it c~nsis~s of 
jamming and lay-backing pitches 
interspersed with some edging, 
and its single aid point surely 
won 't last long. Both routes 
definitely deserve a visit. 
Teres6polis 
Morro do lmbui received its first 
route when Mozart Hastenreiter 
produced Caminho do Ceu (42 VI/ 

5.10), a friction climb protected by 
bolts and a few nuts. 

Tetramanon (42 V/5.9), by 
Hastenreiter and Tartari, takes an 
obvious arching dihedral, facing 
rightwards, on Santo Antonio 
Mi rim, at the border of the Serra 
dos Orgaos National Park. Its lay
backing and edging sequences 
are solely protected by nuts. 

ltatiaia National Park 
On Morro do Couto, Ramos freed 
Via do Rato at 52 Vll /5.11 a. 
Elsewhere on this vast cliff, 
Alexandre Cymbalista and 
Adriano Petrachi discovered a 
short lay-backing and edging 
route which they called Alfa
Centauro (lllsup/5.6). 

llha freed Arista Cuchilla, on 
Pedra do Hfdalo (one of the 
biggest blocks at the Prateleiras 
group), at a modest Vl/5.9. A few 
metres to its left, Eduardo Peixoto 
and Jobson de Oliveira put up a 
fine bolt-protected edging pitch -
Sexto Sentido (Vll/5.11 a) - that 
serves as a variation start to the 
Original Route on that 
"gendarme". Behind the 
Brackmann chimney, Ramos and 
Valeria Comforto found Regatta 
du Blanc, an aesthetic dihedral 
which provided them with good 
lay-backing moves and a rather 
unprotected finish. Three aid 
points were used during the first 
ascent, giving a provisional grade 
of VI sup/5.10 3pts. 

Urubu Malandra (32 V sup/ 
5.10a), on Pico do Cristal, is a 
variegated climb done by Santos, 
Camara and Caliano, with a scary 
friction crux. 

Friburgo 
Two major lines were established 
by Portela and Tartari on the 
Bonsucesso Towers. 0 Grito das 
Andorinhas(62 V/5.91 pt.), the first 
one, is a long chimney sporting a 
five-star ledge half way up. Some 
off-width sections were also 
encountered on this route, and its 
single aid point lies on an 
absolutely rotten band of rock 
near the top, where a deep pocket 
had to be dug before the bolt 
could finally be fixed on solid 
matter. The other one, Medas e 
Mitos (62 VI A-3/5.10 A-3), 
basically an edging route, also 
has an aid sequence and some 
off-width sections. Protected by 
either bolts or nuts, it is reported 
to be an excellent route. 

Manoel de Moraes 
Further North, the same pair 
found, on Pedra Manoel de 
Moraes, Curupira (32 IV/5.8), a 
direct face route sparsely 
protected by bolts. 

SAO PAULO STATE 
Campos de Jordao 
A major attraction at the nice 
tourist town of Campos de Jordao 
is the sight of an isolated group of 
granite peaks, from which Pedra 
do Bau, the highest of them all, 
stands out. An odd flight of iron 
stairs makes the top of Pedra do 
Bau accessible for the masses but, 
apart from that, very little actual 
climbing has ever been done in 
the area. It was only recently that 
the immense scope for modern 
routes offered by these 
mountains was fully realised by 
Rio's climbers, but no more than 
a couple of new climbs have been 
established there during recent 
months: Caub6i (42 IV/5.8), on 
Ana Chata, by Ronaldo Paes, and 
A Corda Que Veio do Ceu (52 VI/ 
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5.10b), on Bauzinho, by Peixoto 
and Oliveira. The latter is a two
pitch lay-backing and edging line 
protected by either bolts or small 
friends. 

MINAS GERAIS STATE 
A_number of mountain ranges or 
cliffs forrr_ied by quite varied types 
of rock - limestone quartzite 
itabirite and even ,.;,arble - a:e 
bein~_found and explored by 
Braz!ilan climbers on the inlands 
ofth1s vast State. It certainly is too 
early to furnish an accurate 
evaluation of the great 
possibilitii:s sported by these 
are~s. ~ut It can be stated, without 
hes1tat1on, that there are 
enormous possibilities for fine 
new routes, enough to keep future 
generati_ons quite busy. 

. But !h1~ amazing richness and 
d1vers1ty Is also seen with eyes 
other !han those of eager climbers 
s_electing the plums for their next 
first asc~nts. Countless mining 
companIes_compete ferociously 
f?r the privilege of converting 
limestone walls and caves into 
cement, itabirite spires into steel 
quartzite crags into glass, and so' 
on. Their demolition business 
made easier by tolerant/ ' 
conniving authorities, who 
obviously profit from such 
destruction, poses a permanent 
and extremely serious threat to 
re~lly uniquei landscapes - and 
this not merely from a climber's 
P?int of view. If a radically 
different preservation policy is 
not adopted soon, then maybe 
future generations won't actually 
be that busy. 
Serra do Cip6 
Of all the new areas discovered in 
Minas Gerais, Morro da Pedreira 
(the marble formations near the 
Serra do Cip6 National Park) is 
the one which has yielded more 
routes up to now, all exclusively 
protected by nuts, friends and 
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natu ra I features. 
Most of the ti rst routes were 

quite easy, and took obvious crack 
systems and chimneys on the 
walls situated closer to nearby 
camping, like Por-do-So/(29 JJsup/ 
5.5). by Andre llha, Andre Jack 
an~ Marco Antonio Cardoso, Dom 
Quixote (2911/5.4). by llha Jack 
and Lucia Duarte, and Sa~cho 
Panr;a (2'2 llsup/5.5), by /Iha and 
Julio Cardoso. To the left of Don 
Q!1ixote, however, I Iha and Jack 
cl1r:ibed Rocinante (39 Vl/5.10b). 
which has an edging crux near 
the ground, while Jack, J. 
Cardoso and Guilherme Koeppel 
did a variation to it called 
Borba/eta Negra (Vl/5.1 Ob). 

Nice chimneying was found by 
llha, Duarte, Jack and M.A. 
Cardoso on Moinhos de Vento (29 
llsup/5.5), a route situated at the 
deep valley that leads to the 
entrance of two superb caves 
recently d_iscovered and explored 
In the region. Not too far from it 
Marcio Ferrari and Katia Cunha ' 
cli~bed two parallel one-pitch 
chimneys: Quarto Crescenteand 
Quarto Minaguante, both 29 IJ/5.4. 

Immediately left of a huge cut 
in the marble done by a 
(fortunately!) bankrupted mining 
company, llha and Duarte found 
the spectacular Corac6es e 
Mentes (39 lllsup/5.7). a well
defined and large crack that 
allows excellent nut placements. 

Swiss climber Pascal Sprungli 
and Jack established several new 
routes in the area, out of which 
Corpo de Baile (79/5.11), a short 
edging and hand-jamming 
problem is the hardest. Torre de 
Babel (29 lllsup/5.7), a much 
longer line, is an edging climb put 
up by the same pair and Patricia 
Curty on a detached pinnacle. 
Sprungli and Jack also did Homo 
Sapiens (39 IV/5.8) and Calibri (29 
111/ 5.6), routes alternating edging 
and chimneying sections and 
Mary Magdalene (29 V/5.9), 

Left: Marcelo Braga seconding the crux of As Lacas Tambem Amam 
(5. 11 ), on Sugar Loaf. Photo : Alexandre Portela. 

edging and off-width close by. 
Also theirs is The Lost Stopper(29 
V/5.9), a bouldering problem 
followed by easy slab climbing 
above, and Colmeia de Abe/has 
(29 IV/5.8). a continuous chimney 
protected by small nuts and 
friends and tied-off horns. 

Above the Gruta do Padre 
Borges, a natural shallow cavity, 
two good routes have been 
created: Lembranr;as de Um 
Car'!_aval j59 IV/5.8). by Predrag 
Pancevsk1 and Robert Luiz Souza 
involves edging, friction and ' 
chimneying moves never too 
diff_icult but fairly e;posed, while 
Elzinha, Que Medo Eu Tive (49 V/ 
5.9). by Marcello Ramos and 
V~leria Comforto, another line 
with the same features, is a bit 
harder but less exposed. 

Time Isn't (!n My Side (29 llsup/ 
5.5) Is an edging climb done by 
Jack and J. Cardoso, and the 
latest route in the area, A Areshta 
Que Me Ressta (49 Vl/5.10), by 
Ronaldo Franzen and Rodolpho 
Pajuaba, involves crack and face 
moves. 

Cerca Grande 
This region, famous for its many 
caves and archaeological sites, 
where prehistoric paintings of 
great beauty and scientific value 
~tand out, also possesses superb 
limestone walls of considerable 
height, which resemble pretty 
much those at Buoux, France. The 
crags are steep, pocketed 
(sometimes "small caves" would 
be a more appropriate definition 
for some of these "pockets") and, 
above all, made of sound rock. 

During a brief visit, Alexandre 
Portela and Sergio Tartari 
established the area's first route: 
Garganta Profunda (79 Vllsup A-3/ 
5.11 A-3). It is protected by nuts 
friends, eight bolts and several ' 
tied-off threads and still awaits a 
free ascent, but then one or two 
extra bolts would be necessary to 
protect the thin aid section that 
now exists. 
Sete Lagoas 
Jack and J. Cardoso reached the 
top_ of a limestone pinnacle here, 
which they called "Pontiio 
Prin_cipe do Mato", via an easy 
~dging ro~te. They did it just in 
time, as this spire and several 
shortwallsaround itwill probably 
be quarried soon by the 
landowner, a cement company. 

Serra da Piedade 
Fifty kilometers northeast from 
Belo Horizonte, capital city of the 
State, rises a massive elevation of 
itabirite known as Serra da 
Piedade, spattered with dozens of 
small rocky pinnacles, many of 
them leaning in the same 
direction. llha and Antonio 
~aQalhiies ~ot to the top of a 
virgin one - Pontiio das 
Orqu_fdeas" - by an easy lay
backing and edging climb, and 
report_thatth~ area displays some 
other interesting possibilities. 

PARANA STATE 
Climbers from this Southern 
Brazilian State are more active 
than ever, not only in exploring 
the somewhat limited options 
they have near them, but also in 
travelling to other climbing areas 
in the country, especially Rio de 
Janeiro, to sample the best each 
has to offer. Here follows a brief 
survey of their latest 
achievements in their home 
mountains. 

Serra do Marumbi 
This is by far the greatest and 
most important mountain range 
in Parana, with several 
outstanding summits emerging 
from a w_onderful tropical jungle. 
On the highest of them all, Pico 
dos Abrolhos, Jose Luiz 
Hartmann and party did Cristal 
Negro (79 Vll /5.11). a fine three
pitch friction and edging climb. 
Almost entirely protected by bolts 
(a few sm~II nuts are needed too), 
this route Is a must for all visitors 
who appreciate good face 
climbing. Elsewhere on the same 
peak, another group climbed 
Morcego (VII sup/5.11 A-0). a 
st!3ep an_d fierce edging pitch that 
still awaits a continuous free 
ascent, without the rests used so 
far. 

Anhangava 
This traditional bouldering area 
has seen much activity in recent 
tirr_ie~, with its short problems 
gaining some status as routes in 
their own right . Also, ethics in 
Parana, unlike Rio de Janeiro, 
have moved toward climbing 
routes from the bottom, as 
opposed to establishing them 
from above, as was previously 
the case. 

Salvador (39 IV/5.8) and Belo 
Horizonte (39 lllsup/5.7) are two 
bolt-protected edging pitches put 
up by Ivan Verissimo. On the 
sa

0
me sector o_f the cliff, Aracaju 

(3- lllsup/5.7) Is a route with 
simila~ fea~ures done by Edson 
Struminsk1 and Francisco 
Hartmann. 

B_ra1:1co no Preto (49 Vl/5.1 Ob) is 
a fr1ct1on pitch practised with a 
top r~p~ and then soloed by 
And_re Lima. Sata (59 Vl/5.1 Ob), an 
edging route, was pre-protected 
by abseil and then led by Lima 
while F_ormigas de Sata (39 IV/5'.8), 
by Verissimo and Milton Pitter 
rerr_iained as a top rope proble~. 
. Fin~lly, the superb hand
Jamming and lay-backing crack of 
Panqueca Remelenta was soloed 
(FFA) by Lima at Vll /5.1 0+. 

Praia de Guaratuba 
On Morro do Cristo, Lima Franzen 
and Julio Nogueira created two 
face routes: Ti/a (49 V/5.9) and 
Armstrong (49 Vl/5.10). Both had 
their _protection bolts drilled by 
abseil, and were later climbed by 
the party. 
Andre Gilha 
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Avon Gorge 
On the Unknown Wall, Gordon 
Jenkin and friends made good 
use of the surprisingly hitherto 
untouched wall left of Wintersol. 
Jenkin and Matt Ward climbed In 
the Beginning ... (70ft E1 5a), the 
left hand line formerly adorned 
by some old quarry railings. To 
the right, Ward then took over the 
lead for Quietly Confident(60ft E3 
6a). Jenkin later reappeared with 
Keith Marsden to climb a line 
going out left from the start of 
Aasvogelto the tree belay at the 
top of the previous two routes: 
Hard Labour (90ft HVS 4c). 

The Upper Wall yielded two 
short pitches to Rob Kingston and 
Bryan Stadden. After doing the 
wall between Us and Banshee, 
this pair may have wished to 
remain Anonymous (50ft E2 5b), 
but were also responsible for Who 
Me?! (35ft HVS 4c), the "buckets" 
right of Banshee. 

On the Sea Walls Jenkin soloed 
ForRichard(45ftE15a),the 
borehole left of My Ancestors. On 
Main Wall, the smaller buttress 
containing the distinctly obscure 
(for good reasons!) House of 
Cards and Aces High, has at last 
got a decent route: Nice Girls 
Don't Explode ( 100ft E2 5c/6a) put 
up by Jenkin and Graham Meyer, 
became something of an "in 
vogue" outing for the usual Gorge 
fraternity. Main Wall proper gave 
Suck It and See (220ft E3 5b,6a) to 
Gordon with Kim Greenald . This 
follows the first pitch of Electric 
Orgasm before breaking directly 
through the overhangs above. A 
new traverse of Main Wall, "a 
better and harder Equator" was 
devised by Jenkin partnered by 
Matt Ward: Crossing the Dateline 
(1085ft E3 5b/c, 5c,6a,5b,5a/ 
b,5c,5a/b,5b,5b,5c,5c,5a,4b). 

Finally, at Avon, the never 
resting Jenkin, with Nigel Coe, 
did the wall left of Petros at E1 5b: 
The Final Cut? 

Cheddar Gorge 
A considerable number of routes 
have been done on the Top End 
cliffs during the Summer months. 
These routes, unfettered by the 
usual seasonal restrictions, help 
bring the option of all-year 
climbing at Cheddar a little closer. 

The bay of rock surrounding the 
cave known as the Pig's Hole has 
seen some obvious additions. The 
roof and arete right of Progressive 
Rock gave Matt Ward and Rob 
Kingston a fine, dynamic pitch: 
Creame Tease (80ft E4 6b) 
became a near instant classic (for 
Cheddar!) with three early 
repeats. Progressive Rock itself 
has been reclimbed at E4 6b 
following the loss of a crucial hold 
and peg runner. To the right of 
Sorceress, Martin Crocker took 
The Slick Red Road (70ft E5/6 6b), 
a powerful, bouldery pitch. Even 
more intense was the desperate 

looking Jazz Defector (40ft E5 6c), 
again by Crocker but this time 
accompanied by Gordon Jenkin. 
On the slabby wall right of the 
cave a diagonal line, starting as 
for Grand National, gave Ward 
and Crocker Trail of the Snail(80ft 
E2 5c) . 

On Chrome Nunn Buttress one 
route, incredibly, has had the 
whole of the piece of rock to itself 
since 1973. On the left side of the 
buttress Crocker and Ward 
showed We're Civilized (80ft E5 
6a), giving a fairly 
straightforward, but sparsely 
protected climb. In complete 
contrast, The Moon is Made of 
Green Cheese (80ft E4 6b) by 
Ward is perhaps the hardest 
climbing up the very centre of the 
buttress, with liberal in-situ gear. 
Gordon Jenkin found this 
temptation too much, and was 
consequently drawn in for the 
second ascent. The East face of 
Pepys Rock gave Ward two new 
pitches: One of These Days ... 
(60ft E2 5b), a serious and rather 
gloomy route, whilst Theatre of 
Hate (60ft E2 5b) was a rather 
better contribution, and has seen 
a couple of repeats. The West 
Face of Pepys Rock also received 
a pair of routes. An obvious 
groove line gave Rob Kingston 
Cut Glass - a rather friable E2 5c. 
The hard wall right again is 
Cracker's Igor (60ft E5 6b), a pitch 
which should not be 
underestimated! Also hereabouts 
the direct start to Sinsemi/la went 
to Ward at E3 5c. On the Reservoir 
Area, Gordon Jenkin and Keith 
Marsden bagged Wait Until the 
Darkness Comes (50ft E2 5b), the 
groove bounding the right side of 
the Night Heat Wall. 

Moving on to the bigger crags, 
probably the current Winter 
season's most important single 
addition so far, is a line on High 
Rock excavated by Rob Kingston. 
Osiris (380ft E3 6a,5a,5c,5c,5c,4c) 
climbs the wall first left, then to 
the right of Coronation Street, 
crossing that route at the pedestal 
stance, before rejoining it for the 
final pitch. During cleaning 
operations, a remarkable quantity 
of gear, ancient and modern, was 
recovered when one particular 
ivy mass was unearthed, 
apparently dropped by leaders in 
extremis on the 'Shield' pitch of 
Coronation Street. Osiris was 
climbed originally in two stages, 
Kingston being partnered by 
Ward on the lower two pitches, 
and by Ian Freeman on the 
remainder. A complete second 
ascent was made by Keith 
Marsden and Gordon Jenkin 
shortly afterwards; they offered a 
two star ·recommendation at an 
overall grade of E3/4. On Acid 
Rock, Kingston and Ward found a 
Dream Cruise (160ft E1 4c,5b) a 
subtle eliminate on excellent rock 
between the top pitches of 
Ahimsa and Asina; it joins the 
latter at the top overhang. 

Mark Edwards leading 29 Palms (E6 6c), Sennen. Photo: Rowland 
Edwards. 

Across in the quarry opposite 
High Rock, a couple of 
surprisingly good additions were 
made by Crocker, Jenkin and 
Ward. On the upper tier Les Trois 
Chevres (70ft E4 6a) features 
disconcertingly steep climbing 
on sloping holds, whilst to the 
right One For the Northern Brats 
gives a blistering pitch at E6 6b 
with a very precarious finish. 
Heart Leaf Bluff has yielded one 
route to Crocker and Jenkin, who 
sneaked in to grab the obvious 
Sentinel Direct at E4 6a. 

The impressive sweep of 
smooth walls in the vicinity of 
Kephelonia and Madrugada have 
come in for some belated 
attention. The lower section of 
this wall, particularly that close to 
the Great Unwashed Gully, is now 
one of the better bits of Cheddar. 
The extreme left margin of this 
wall gave Red Beretta (70ft E5 6b) 
to Crocker and party, with 
excellent climbing though it is 
unfortunately forced in to the 
gully at one point. It now provides 
a more logical start to Fountain of 
Arethusa. The Scented Isle (180ft 
E5 6a,6a) traces a parallel line to 
Kephelonia, courtesy of Crocker 
and Jenkin, who then continued 

up the final section of Madrugada 
to give a third pitch, again at 6a. 
This was recently recleaned and 
is perhaps best now incorporated 
into Kephelonia; the lower 
pitches are overgrown and 
unlikely to be climbed in their 
present state. The lower wall also 
yielded a trio of single, hard, well
equipped pitches on good rock. 
Ward spent a while working out 
Rape of the Sabine Women (75ft 
E4 6b/c) whilst Crocker was kept 
busy with a route on either side of 
this; Thermopylae (75ft E5 6b) 
and Screw Archimedes (75ft E4 
6a/b), to the left and right 
respectively. Making the 
maximum use of the available 
cleaned rock, he also came up 
with a devious diagonal girdle 
which goes out right from the 
Scented Isle: Cruisin' the Med 
(90ft E5 6a). 

Horseshoe Bend Buttress 
relinquished a bolt protected 
problem to Ward and Crocker; 
Whippersnappers (40ft E3 6b) is 
to the right of Nose Climb. More 
important is Brazilia (160ft E5 
5c,6b), another Crocker creation, 
this time on Great Rock. It takes a 
direct line between Burma Road 
and Avatar, climbing the 
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prominent roof, thus solving 
another long standing problem. 

LUNDY 
1987 was an important year for 
Lundy climbing. Standards have 
risen, E6 is now here in quantity 
and the first E7 has arrived. 
Almost without exception these 
hard routes are superb - many 
being stupendous natural lines. 

St Patrick's Buttress was 
predictably one of the first in the 
firing line. On the wall of Grooves, 
Vincent Price (160ft E5 6b,5c), a 
powerful pitch left of Evictorand 
incorporating the direct finish to 
that route, was climbed by Gary 
Gibson and Matt Ward. A girdle 
traverse of this wall was done by 
K. O'Brien and C. Dale. This route, 
Oshun Coming Big (315ft E4 
4c,5a,5b,6a), is a three star 
expedition starting up Shamrock 
then going left to the top pitch of 
Bertie's Route. First Buttress 
South gave two new pitches to 
Gibson, both of which were 
unseconded: Le Mans (130ft E5 
6b) is an excellent direct version 
of Italian Job (with no pit stops), 
whilst Nigel Mansell (130ft E3 6a) 
to the right of Formula One isn't 
quite in the fast lane. 

The South face of Alpine 
Buttress witnessed the creation 
of two great routes, each on 
flawless rock and sharing a 
common start and finish. Who 
Can Wait?(E5 6a,6b,5c) is the left
hand line, whilst Alpless (E4 
6a,6a,5c) is the slightly easier 
companion to the right. Gibson 
put in most of the effort with Ward 
contributing the top pitches. 
Down on Two Legged Buttress, 
Dave Pegg and Dave Thomas did 
a major route up the incredible 
central groove right of Bleed for 
Speed: Voyage of the Acolyte 
(31 Oft E6 6b,6b,4b). 

Black Crag has become the 
venue for some of the hardest and 
best face climbing on the island. 
The smooth black face right of 
Mayan Skies yielded to Gibson to 
give the extremely thin Mexico 
Speaks ( 165ft E7 6c,6b), a 
breathtaking route, whilst 
Intensive Care ( 140ft E6 6c), 
linking the start of Emergency 
Ward Ten with the finish of Mayan 
Skies, presented similar 
technicalities. To bring matters to 
a close here, a girdle traverse was 
put up by Gibson partnered by 
Ward: The Colour of Life (190ft E6 
6b,5c) -a pitch you will either love 
or hate! 

In the Devil's Limekiln, Matt 
Carr and Mike Lasota climbed the 
serious wall right of Exorcist to 
give Antichrist, which would 
seem guaranteed to be a surreal 
and harrowing experience at E6 
6a. 

At the opposite end of the island 
there has been an unusual 
amount of activity in the Arch 
Zawn area. R. Lewis and H. 
Darwin added a pair of routes to 
the north of the descent route, 
Thick Plotter(65ft E1 5c) taking a 
corner line and Tenex(50ft S 4a) a 
fist crack to the right. Darwin then 
top-roped and soloed a further 
route called Stubborn Candle 
(70ft E1 5a). Paul Harrison and 
Simon Cardy climbed the pushy 
slanting crack left of Stop Press: 
Today (150ft E4 6a,5b). Cardy and 
Harrison then alternated leads on 
Letters to the Editor ( 170ft E3 
5b,5c) the slab and crack in the 
headwall right of Purple People 
Eater. The south side of the arch 
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saw the addition of four 
interesting routes: The Archers, 
(70ft V Diff), the arete just right of 
Escapist by Harrison and D. Nau I; 
Archie Gemmil (85ft E2 5b), the 
fine hanging corner underneath 
the arch, climbed by Cardy and 
Harrison; Geoffrey Archer's 
Whorle (70ft E1 5b), the wall and 
rib to the right, added by Cardy 
with Mick Snell and Arch Enemy 
(70ft HVS 5a), 20 feet right again, 
fell to Snell and Cardy. Nearby in 
Phantom Zawn, Harrison and 
Cardy produced a non-tidal start 
to Dark Power and a good looking 
pitch, Atlantic Grey (85ft E2 5c), a 
thin crack right of a huge flake/ 
chimney south of Hyperspace 
Bypass. 

On the Fortress, Dave Thomas 
and Dave Pegg persevered with 
the impressive but crumbly crack 
of Bite Size (90ft E5 6a), in the 
zawn left of Crunchy Toad. 
Meanwhile on the opposite side 
of Squires View Zawn, The 
Diamond had become the focus 
of attention for masses of expert 
teams. However, not everybody 
was content to repeat, and Gary 
and Hazel Gibson added yet 
another three st,ar trip, this time 
the obvious arching groove 
between A Widespread Ocean of 
Fear and Watching the Ocean 
entitled Chase the Ace (240ft E5 
6a,6b,5a) . 

The relatively untouched 
overhanging bastion of the 
Parthenos was a prime candidate 
for some major additions. On the 
less steep side Matt Ward and 
Gary Gibson did the brilliant Mal 
de Mer (130ft E4 6a) up a classic 
layback corner and perfect 
headwall, and The Same Old 
Story(130ft E3 5c), an intricate 
pitch linking a series of off-set 
grooves further right. Gibson and 
Ward then did the outrageous Too 
Precious (150ft E6 5a,6b) the 
amazing roofed crack up the very 
centre of the Parthenos, thus 
solving one of the island's last 
great problems, A repeat ascent 
was made by the Pegg/Thomas 
team confirming the credentials. 
Another quality addition was 
Zorba the Greek(150ft E4 6b), this 
time to the right of Cithaeron. 

In Freak Zawn/The Black Hole 
Simon Cardy and Paul Harrison 
discovered a string of 
atmospheric pitches. Hot Dog 
(150ft E1 5b) is the wall left of Salty 
Dog; Dog Day Afternoon ( 11 Oft E 1 
5a) features poorly protected 
climbing above the start of the 
ramp of Salty Dog, and Deputy 
Dawg ( 11 Oft VS 4c) is the right 
slanting crack to the left of the 
previous route. Also here, Dave 
Pegg and Dave Thomas did Space 
Oddity to the left of Norbert the 
Nark at E5 6a. 

On the Egyptian Slabs, 
Tutenkamen (100ft E2 5c,5b) by 
N. Steen and G. Wollven tackles 
the crackline and overhanging 
groove in the headwall left of 
Immaculate Slab. A nut was used 
for aid on pitch one which is 
bound to tempt some visiting 
Jackal. In Deep Zawn, Pegg and 
Thomas recleaned and repeated 
Play Genetics, being full of praise 
for the route. They then directed 
their efforts to producing 
Graceland (140ft E6 6b,5a), an 
elegant pitch up the tremendous 
wall right of Genesis. The Devil's 
Chimney Cliff dried out 
sufficiently for Gibson and Ward 
to nip in and claim two 
immaculate, sustained pitches: 

Mark Edwards on Eat 'Em and Smile (E6 6c), Dutch mans Zawn. 
Photo: Rowland Edwards. 

Headstrong (11 Oft E4 6a) the white 
arete left of Shy Tot, and 
Armstrong (11 Oft E4 6a) the left 
hand of the twin corners to the 
left. On the Devil's Tower, Sandy 
Wilkie and Tony Babazon climbed 
Fissure Fergus (230ft E1 4c,5b) on 
the buttress opposite Spacewalk. 
Dirty Lundies (80ft E2 5c) was a 
good find on the wall left of the 
descent ridge to Devil's Chimney 
by Thomas and Pegg. 

Finally Ward and Gibson 
climbed the immaculate south 
face of Needle Rock to give Sea of 
Tranquility (80ft E4 6a). 
Matt Ward 

CORNWALL 
Well, here we go again with 
another run-down on the West 
Penwith area. Could I first make a 
plea for some tolerance from your 
readers as I really do find it a bit 
embarrassing having to write 
these area notes and would like to 
explain that there is no intention 
of self-glorification in presenting 
this information. It just so 
happens that my son Mark and I 
are in a very privileged position, 
having a climbing area more or 
less to ourselves for most of the 
year, coupled with the fact that I 
spend most of my time during the 
year exploring, instructing or 
guiding with ISR_. The sc?pe for 
high standard, high quality 
climbing is huge, so please 
excuse the odd superlative! All 
uncredited routes are by Rowland 
and Mark Edwards (varied leads) . 

There has not been the usual 
"rush" of climbers this season 
with consequently fewer new 
routes from visiting climbers; 
locals Mark and Rowland Edwards 
made the major contribution . Two 

major exceptions have been a 
visit by Pat Littlejohn and one by 
Martin Crocker. 

Pat Littlejohn climbed the very 
impressive continuation groove 
of Phantom, producing The 
Absolution, (180ft E5 6c) . This 
route had an early second ascent 
by Mark and Rowland who found 
the climbing excellent, although 
the grade a little nearer 6b; this 
variation of grade may be 
attributed to whether one climbs 
the groove direct or uses the arete 
on its right . At Lands End, Martin 
Crocker climbed the wall just right 
of Dawning, to give the excellent 
Means to an End (70ft E4 6c; one 
bolt for protection in situ). 

Stefan Glowacz paid a swift visit 
to the area to nab the second 
ascent of Isis in Pendower Cove 
and Titanic on Atlantic Ocean 
Wall. 

On Lands End, Mark and 
Rowland Edwards climbed a 
slightly loose crack line right of 
Bring on the Nubiles, to give 
Come to My Aid (E5 6a) and on 
the left side of the wall of Abseil 
Point Area, going back into the 
zawn (Lands End short climb), 
added Motivation (70ft E2 5b). 

Further down the coast at 
Pordanack Point a number of new 
routes have been climbed, mostly 
by Rowland and family: a direct 
start to Immaculate Arete (E4 6a) 
(no change in grade) and the 
direct start to Cain (E3 6a) (1985); 
just to the right of the chimney of 
Wrist Climb is a very obvious 
steep buttress, Bubble Wall (E5 
6b/c) takes the groove in the 
middle of the face then the steep 
wall to the obvious "bubbly fault 
line"; the left arete of Helmet 
Ridge(leftof Veedy) gives On The 
Loose (VS 4c) . On the steep walls 



on the extreme right of this area 
(across the little zawn south) we 
found a number of good short 
routes ; just to the left of the first 
steep buttress, Mister Fix It (80ft 
HVS 5a) takes the first rib, then 
from a ledge the slanting crack in 
the headwall ; further right is a 
steep wall with horizontal breaks 
going across it: the Sandman 
takes this wall (E2 5c). Another 
100ft further right in the narrow 
zawn is a steep narrow buttress. 
Job For Life (80ft E1 5b) takes the 
series of ledges on the left arete of 
this buttress finishing up the crack 
on the right at the top. A Question 
of Time (80ft E2 5b/c) takes the 
centre ofthe buttress finishing up 
the right arete at the top. 

On the very impressive head 
wall of Black Zawn (Carn Boels) to 
the right of Leep in the Dark goes 
Walking on the Light Side (160ft 
E5 5b,6b), climbing the very 
impressive thin crack. 

On Moon Buttress (Pendower 
Cove) the right arete of Isis has 
been climbed by Mark and 
Rowland to produce Lunatic Owl 
(E5 6c), a very fingery and 
strenuous route with one in situ 
bolt for protection. The large, 
loose offwidth chimney to the 
right of Isis was also climbed to 
give Rack and Ruin (E3 5c) . On the 
buttress left of Isis is an obvious 
large groove capped by a small 
roof which gave Moonchild (150ft 
E2 5b,4b), by Rowland and C. 
Gearon (pre-87) . 

On Carn Barra, Nick Dixon and 
Andy Popp climbed the arete just 
to the left of Dog Town ; but only 
to the half-way break where they 
escaped right : At Home (E5 6a). 
Mark Edwards with Rowland and 
Dave Body repeated the arete and 
continued up the wall above; 
Mark found the whole climb E3 
6a , and called it Pig City. On the 
wall just right of Holiday Tripper 
is a long black crack, usually wet. 
During the long, dry spell we had 
this year (no one ever believes 
what I say about the weather 
down here) Mark climbed this 
crack to produce Five Year Hitch 
(50ft E5 6b) . The left arete of Peel 
Crack was also climbed by A. 
Popp, N. Dixon and A. Mutter to 
give Spring Squi/1 Salad (50ft E5 
5c) . Nelson Eye (E1 5a) climbs the 
arete and crack left of Sigh, to 
finish right of that route by an 
awkward finish (A. Newton, K. 
Griffiths, M. Renshaw). 

On Ra Buttress, Big Bad Blues 
(E4 6b) takes the roof at the 
extreme right of the ledge. Just to 
the right of Axis, Cold Hands (E3 
6a/b); takes the small arete and 
finishes up the top wall left of Wet 
Barnacle. To the right of Big Bad 
Blues, A. Newton and I. Clark 
climbed Kicking Steps (HVS 4c); 
this route climbs the corner then 
goes right under the roof to finish 
up a steep short groove into the 
finish of Atlantic Crossing. 

Perhaps the most significant 
climbing in this area is the recent 
development in Dutchman's 
Zawn, which I think has y;)t to be 
visited by other climbers. I think 
this zawn is superb, but serious, 
and has some tremendous routes. 
The hardest route here is on the 
north side (south facing) where 
Mark has managed to climb the 
very impressive overhanging wall 
in the back of the zawn. This route, 
Eat 'Em and Smile ( 170ft E6 6c) 
involved a certain amount of 
hangdogging, mainly because of 
holds coming off (30ft fliers) and 

· the advance of the tide which was 
slowly drowning Mark's second 
(myself). The route was finally 
lead clean. Over on the opposite 
wall, A Walk on the Dark Side (210 
ft E3 4b,5/6a [depending on how 
you climb the top slab]) by 
Rowland and Mark, climbs the big 
slab at the back of the zawn left of 
Reflections on the Sea and The 
Second Time Around (165ft E3 4b 
6a, R. Edwards, D. Body) climbs 
directly up the rounded steep 
buttress to the right of Reflections 
(to peg runners) . 

In Folly Cove, Hollow Man 
(100ft E3 6a) takes the very 
impressive arete just as you enter 
the zawn on a low tide (R . and M. 
Edwards with D. Body). On the 
opposite side of the zawn are 
Hidden Glories (165ft E2/3 4b 6a), 
a line just left of Computer 
Commuterfinishing via a very 
impressive flying arete and, just 
left of Sun Lord, The Inquisition 
(165ft E2 5a 5c). 

Guthenbras, of all places, 
produced a superb crack climb, 
Urban Spaceman (90ft E3/4 6a), 
left of Craculas (Edwards, 
Edwards and Body). Still further 
round south in Zawn Rinney 
another classic line, The Naked 
Edge (165ft E5 4b,6a,6b) takes the 
very obvious and steep arete on 
the right side (south) and at the 
back of the zawn (R. Edwards and 
I. Blake). 

On Chair Ladder the major 
developments have been on the 
steep wall below Ariel. On the 
extreme right of this wall, Mark 
Edwards climbed Rats in a Rage 
(E6 7a). To the left ofthis, and right 
of Calibran, is Tempest (E5 6b) 
(M . and R. Edwards), another 
superb climb. To the left of 
Calibran, is a small groove high 
up on the wall: Animated Wall(E5 
6b) (R . and M. Edwards). 

Back at Sennen, Rowland, with 
Mark, climbed two lines left of 
Delila (unnamed as yet) . One 
takes the blank wall immediately 
left of Delila at E4 6a and the other 
an arete just left of the wall (E3 
5c). To the right of Zig Zag, Mark 
and Rowland climbed the 
strenuous 29 Palms (90ft E6 6c+ ). 
On Slippery Slab area Mark 
soloed Slab Happy(E2 5a) which 
takes the fine steep slab between 
Slippery Chute and Slippery Slab. 
Congo Tribute(E2 5c,5b) takes the 
first pitch of Congo Crack, over 
the roof and then a rising foot 
traverse to finish up the steep slab 
right of Slippery Slab. Trip Across 
the Slip(E2 5c) takes a mid-height 
foot traverse of the slab. Post the 
Postman (VS 4c) takes a line · 
between Civvy Route and Letter 
Box. Stairway to Heaven (E1 5a) 
takes a rightward traverse over 
the steep wall, left of Angel's 
Highway, first starting up Sinner's 
Route and finishing up the groove 
of Angel's Highway; Black Widow 
(E4 6b) climbs the wall left of 
Angel's Highway (a continuation 
of that route). Tango in the Night 
(E3 6h), is a rising right to left 
traverse of the Gillian Wall. All 
these routes soloed by Mark 
Edwards. 

In Irish Lady Cove, Mark soloed 
Soft Touch (E2 5c) which climbs 
the arete just right of the deep 
chimney. Face Lift (E3 5c) takes 
the seaward face just right of the 
previous route. Final Line (E1 5b) 
climbs the next face right again . 
Brain Drain (E3 5c) climbs the 
arete left of Sky Train. On the 
buttress right of Campanology 

OBITUARY 

Jimmy Jewel 
On the 31st October, one of 
climbing's best loved sons, Phillip 
"Jimmy" Jewel died in a fall from 
Poor Man 's Peuterey, a Severe 
climb at Tremadog . 

Recently, Jim had captured the 
imagination of climbers of all 
ages with his impressive soloing 
exploits on the Welsh cliffs, 
culminating in unroped ascents 
of The Axe and The Cad 
(Mountain 116 and 118), and it 
seems incredible that he was 
killed as a result of what appears 
to have been a simple slip, in 
treacherous conditions, from a 
route he had soloed up and down 
a hundred times. 

In " eighties " climbing, where 
the quest for difficulty on "bolt
protected-big-number-routes", 
divorced from any real danger 
seems to be the be-all and end-all 
for many a lycra-clad activist ; in a 
sport where risk and romance 
have been almost eradicated by 
the leading protagonists; in a 
healthy activity, where unhealthy 
undercurrents of bitchiness and 
petty jealousy surface all too 
frequently in the magazines, Jim 
was a Cavalier, a "breath of fresh 
air", a man who lived for 
climbing, and climbing alone, 
seldom courting the limelight. 

I remember him on that spring 
morning that now seems long ago 
... casually cruising up The Axe 
.. . too outrageous a pitch to even 
contemplate unroped .. . yet there 
he was in total control .. . master 
of his environment ... climbing 
with a ruthless efficiency .. . silky 
smooth in execution ... a "way-
honed" rock machine ... posing 
for the camera; a burst of 
incredible light . . . a dramatic 
picture . . . whirling "bracken 
spectres" as the cloud 
encroached. And then he was up, 
walking towards me with a grin 
that split his face from ear to ear, 
testimony to an unswerving belief 
in his own ability. 

Jim hated the "rat race" , 
forsaking his successful business 
in Oswestry and the trappings 
that went with it for a less 

Mark also climbed, with I. !:!lake, 
CoconutCove(E5 6b) -this takes a 
very fine crack and wall with 
difficult moves over a bulge. 

Further up the north coast on 
Pendeen Watch, the extreme left 
arete of lmpen<jeen Wal/was 
climbed direct to give Hypocrite 's 
Arete (E3 5c). The groove to the 
right produced Fair Play (E1 5b). 
Patriotic Friends (VS 4b) climbs 
the groove just right of Fair Play 
and then the wall above to the top. 
In the deep black zawn left of 
these routes is a steep wall with 
an obvious corner crack. Sick 
Dreams takes this direct (E1 5b). 
All by R. Edwards, solo. 

On the buttress of Pork 
Ordinaire, Gardener's World (E 1 
5b) climbs just right of that route 
directly to the roof then left and 
then direct again (R. and M. 
Edwards) . Hot Lettuce had a direct 
start by Mark (solo) at E3 5c. 
Writing on the Wall (E5 6b) takes a 
line up the centre of this buttress 
with a direct line over the roof (M. 
and R. Edwards). The left arete 
produced Prime Remover(E5 
6b+ ) by Rowland and Mark. Th is 

cluttered life-style in Llanberis, 
close to the mountains he knew 
and loved so well .. . 

Exceptional stamina (Jim 
recently climbed Vulcan [E3 6a] 
15 times in succession whilst 
wearing a 10 kilo weight-belt) plus 
disciplined mind and meticulous 
preparation gave Jim the 
confidence to "push the boat out" 
on Extreme ropeless sorties, day 
after day; living on the edge .. . 
ever hungry for rock : at 
Tremadog, his nonchalant solo 
ascents of The Grasper would 
leave onlookers gasping, 
especially when he hung by one 
arm from the crux! 

And then there are the "Jim" 
stories . . . Borrowing a friend's 
motor bike and driving like a "Bat 
Out of Hell" (a favourite LP of his) 
from Llanberis to Birmingham in 
1 hr 50 mins, completing the 
round trip in under 4 hours; but 
my favourite tale is the one where 
he walked into Pete's Eats for the 
first time and asked for a full 
breakfast in a broad "Brummie" 
accent .. . 10 minutes later, Pete 
comes back with four breakfasts. 
.. "Where are your mates, then?" 
... "I said, a FULL breakfast, not 
four" says Jim . . . "Oh well, eat 
what you can and I'll throw the 
rest away," says Pete. Jim scoffed 
the lot! 

Jim's soloing of major routes 
on a wide range of big cliffs must 
surely rank him alongside the 
likes of Ron Fawcett, Jerry Moffatt 
and Phil Davidson, all of whom 
have made soloing 
breakthroughs, although perhaps 
only the former has soloed so 
hard, so often. And yet Jim was a 
modest man, generous to a fault, 
always prepared to put himself 
out for his many friends, and 
ready to give help and advice to 
other climbers when asked to do 
so . .. which was often . His zest for 
life is epitomised in the phrase 
which he used to throw at me on 
the days when I had to be dragged 
out training ... "keep the fire 
burning . . . " 
Paul Williams 

takes the overhang on its left. 
At Goldsworthy Zawn, most of 

the gaps have been filled, notably 
Parrot Face, which climbs the face 
between Cluny and What Red 
Parrot at E2 5b. 

On Grey Face, Philasan Crack 
(E3 5b/c) takes a steep crack to the 
left of Ancient's Way. Wayfarer 
(E3 5b) climbs the wide crack on 
the left of the recess finishing up 
the overhangs on the right of the 
corner. 

At Kenidjack, Mark Edwards 
climbed three new routes. Black 
Beauty (E1 5b) climbs into the 
zawn right of Great Central, over a 
cave to finish up a flake crack. Left 
of Great Central, the groove and 
wall was climbed to give Pink 
Knight (HVS 5b) and the obvious 
roof right of Bloodline (see note) 
to give The Roof is Leaking (E3 
6b), all done solo by Mark. 

Note : Sieging the Castle had 
previously been climbed and 
recorded (somehow missed out 
of the CC guide) by Mark Edwards 
and M. Peplowin 1981 . ltwasthen 
named Bloodline. 
Rowland Edwards 
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" OVERVIEW t 

Scottish Winter Grading 
A Proposal 
by Rab Anderson 

Another winter is upon us, and 
still the problem of satisfactorily 
grading winter routes lingers on. 
Over the past few years it has 
become apparent that a change 
to the present grading system is 
required in order to cope with the 
ever-increasing number of routes 
which are being crammed into 
the higher grades. Some years 
ago we saw the addition of Grade 
VI for this reason. However, with 
the increased interest in mixed 
climbing and the almost frenzied 
activities of some of the new route 
activists, the range of difficulty 
encompassed by the higher 
grades is now far too great. 
Winter climbing is becoming 
increasingly popular, even 
despite the long walks, cold and 
misery sometimes endured, and 
it seems logical to assume that 
with the general increase in 
climbing standards we will see 
more people climbing in, and 
adding to, the higher grades -thus 
adding to the grading dilemma. 
The time is right for change. 

Routes are given grades for a 
reason, and this must surely be to 
provide vital information on their 
difficulty for subsequent 
ascensionists. Since there are a 
number of factors which will 
affect the difficulty of a route, 
these must be taken into 
consideration when grading it. At 
the moment this is just not 
possible and the system should 
be changed to take these factors 
into account; the grade should 
then reflect the overall difficulty 
and seriousness of the climb, 
whilst at the same time providing 
details of the difficulties 
encountered pitch by pitch. In the 
past additional information was 
given because the time taken on 
the route was considered a 
relevant factor in its grade, and 
one knew how sustained or 
difficult a route was likely to be 
according to the time given in the 
guide. Advances in equipment 
and the front pointing technique 
soon put paid to this, and the time 
taken on a route became an 
irrelevant factor. Not so now, 
because although ice can be 
climbed fairly quickly due to the 
lack of technical difficulty, the 
mixed routes (especially some of 
the newer ones) are very time
consuming, and some indication 
of this should be given in the 
grade. Prior to a successful first 
ascent, a number of the newer, 
harder mixed routes are, quite 
justifiably, being checked out in 
summer, or are climbed using aid 
and freed by the same 
ascensionists later or are failed 
on, all ofthis amounting to a lot of 
prior knowledge. To say that a 
route is only 250 feet long an~ 
Grade Vis not enough, especially 
when the route may have been 
checked out previously and then 
all day taken to climb it. Grade V 
simply does not give an indication 
of the difficulty of that route -
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something else is required. 
The solution appears simple 

and one has only to look at rock 
climbing, where similar problems 
occurred some years ago with the 
Extremely Severe grade (see 
Crags No. 5). I can see no reason 
why the winter grading system 
should not be expanded in a like 
manner, that is to say an overall 
open-ended grade from I-VI (and 
VII) as at present, used in 
conjunction with an individual 
pitch grade of (1 )-(10), which will 
to some extent reflect the 
difficulty encountered in climbing 
a pitch and give an indication of 
how sustained/time-consuming a 
route is likely to be. This system is 
by no means hew, and was to 
some extent aired by the late Al 
Rouse in his article on Ben Nevis 
in Crags No. 17. It then becomes 
possible, under this system, to 
give routes meaningful and more 
accurate grades and at the same 
time give an indication of the 
nature of the climbing. 

It may be said that all this is too 
elaborate, and that routes should 
simply be graded from 1-10 with 
the mixed/snowed-up rock routes 
regraded upwards to account for 
their technical difficulty. 
However, this does not take into 
account the seriousness of what 
would then be the "easier" ice 
routes for, although technically 
far harder, the snowed-up rock 
routes are on the whole much 
safer. As a simple example, a fall 
from Point 5 (Grade V) is likely to 
have far more serious 
consequences than a fall from 
Eagle Ridge(also Grade V), or say 
some of the Grade Vis like Tilt or 
Central Grooves. 

Because the classic ice routes 
are being found easier to climb I 
don't feel that they should be 
downgraded, they should, on the 
whole, maintain their grade and 
the system be expanded to 
accommodate the harder routes. 
Taking Point 5 (1000 feet) as the 
standard Ice Grade V, and grading 
it for average conditions, we 
would then have V (5)(5)(5)(3)(3) 
(3)(3) (I am unsure of the easier 
pitches since it was a long time 
ago that I did the route), 
conveying a lengthy route, likely 
to be on ice, relatively low pitch 
difficulty in relation to the overall 
grade - and therefore likely to be 
fairly serious. Taking Eagle Ridge 
(800 feet) as the standard mixed/ 
snowed-up rock type Grade V and 
grading it for average conditions, 
we would have something like V 
(4)(4)(3)(6)(5)(4) conveying a fairly 
lengthy route likely to be mixed -
higher pitch difficulty but the 
same overall grade as Point 5-
and therefore likely not to be 
serious. It should then be possible 
to sort out the problem of grading 
the long, serious Ben Nevis type 
ice routes in relation to the 
sh9rter, more technical, but safer 
Lochnagar type mixed routes. In 
this way it should also be possible 



--

Opposite Top: Murray Hamilton on pitch two of East Face Route (V), in 
Glencoe. Left: Looking down on the crux second pitch of Tilt (VI), Stab 
Caire nan Lochan, Glencoe, Gavin Taylor climbing. Above: Grahame 
Nicoll following pitch two of Savage Slit (V), Caire an Lochan, 
Cairngorms. All photos: Rab Anderson. 

Grade Route Crag Pitch Grades 

IV Pumpkin Meaghaidh (5)15)1 1)14)14) 
Wand Meaghaidh (5)14) 
Financial Times Glencoe (3)15)15)15) 
TheWabe Meaghaidh (4)15)15) 
Spectre Meaghaidh (5)15)14)11) 
Innuendo Meaghaidh (5)15)(4)(1) 
Garricks Shelf Route Meaghaidh (5)(4113116)(3)(3)(3) 
Ouartzvein Scoop Udlaidh (4114113) 
The Curtain Nevis (4115115) 
Polyphemus Lochnagar (5)(3112)(5113) 
Bells Route Shadow B Lochnagar (6) crux pitch 
Route 2 Lochnagar (4116)(4)(3) 
Route Major N.Gorms (1113)(6) chimney (3)(5) long iced 

groove(4) 
White Mine N.Gorms (5)(5)(3) 
Deep Cut Chimney N.Gorms (1)(4)14115) 
West Buttress Ord. Ben Elg he (1115115113)(1113)(5115) 

V Savage Slit N.Gorms (6)(6)(3) 
Ebony Chimney N.Gorms (6)(6) 
Bugaboo Rib N.Gorms (6117113113) 
Citadel Variations N.Gorms (4114)(5)(8113)(2114)(4) 
Sticil Face N. Gorms (1114)(5) crux ice pitch (6) chimney 

(2)(2115) 

to give more accurate grades to 
the infamous Lochnagar IV's 
which have greater technical 
difficulties than many Grade Vs 
but, since they were shorter, were 
not graded as hard. For example, 
the crux of Bells Route on Shadow 
B is probably as hard as the crux 
of Eagle Ridge, therefore IV (6) 
seems appropriate; likewise the 
400 foot Route 2 on the Pinnacle 
IV (4)(6)(4)(3). This does not 
however stop the overall grade 
increasing, so we could have a VI 
(4)(5)(5)(5)(4) indicating a serious, 
sustained ice route with the 
possibility of long run outs, poor 
runners (if any) and perhaps poor 
belays. A lower overall grade of IV 
with the same pitch grades would 
then indicate a safe mixed route, 
not too technical. 
· On ice it would appear that a 
pitch grade of (5) would tend to be 
the norm, and in cases where the 
ice becomes steeper and/or 
thinner we could have (6). ltwould 
appear unlikely for ice pitch 
grades to go any higher because 
as the ice becomes thinner then 
the pitch becomes mixed in 
nature and the technical difficulty 
will increase from there. We 
probably have a few routes where 
taking the crux of Eagle Ridge as 
(6) we have reached (9) . 

Obviously some routes, and in 
this instance I am referring to 
those which rely on a build-up of 
ice, will vary according to 
conditions. However, it should be 
possible to grade for average 
conditions, not the obviously 
poor conditions encountered at 
the time. After a first ascent it may 
take several ascents before 
average conditions are known 
and a final grade agreed upon, 
but this can again be said for rock 
routes. In some cases different 

Grade Route Crag 

V Scabbard Chimney (Coe) 

East Face Route Coe 
Point5 Ben 
Hadrian 's Wall Ben 
Zero Gully Ben 
Eagle Ridge Lochnagar 
Crypt Lochnagar 
White Elephant Dubh Loch 
Mitre Ridge-Bell Finish Bhuird 
Poacher's Fall Liathach 
Fuselage Wall Dt Ben Eighe 
The Chimney/East Ben Eighe 
Buttress 

VI Tilt Coe 
Central Grooves Coe 

Neanderthal Coe 
Goliath Dubh Loch 
Pastern N. Gorms 

Central Buttress Ben Eighe 
West Buttress Direct Ben Eighe 

OVERVIEW 

stances will be taken as pitch 
lengths vary. However, since the 
difficulty of the route should still 
be encountered this is not 
considered a problem. lfthe grade 
of a route is slightly out, at least 
there will be more of an indication 
as to the grade of that route than 
at present. 

Last winter, on account of both 
seriousness and difficulty, we had 
the first route to be given Grade 
VII, Torquing Corpse on 
Lochnagar. However, there are 
perhaps a couple of other 
contenders for this grade, ie, 
Centurion and Needle Variations, 
routes which are both long 
(bivouacs were used), sustained 
and technically hard (both 
involved climbing pitches of 
HVS). The shorter but technical 
desperates such as Deirdre of The 
Sorrows, Trail of Tears, Nymph 
(all Lochnagar) and Unicorn 
(Glencoe) could well come under 
the V1(9) category, but since I have 
not done any of these routes this 
is pure conjecture to illustrate the 
system. 

Some may feel that it is 
unnecessary to open out the 
system in this way, but I need 
merely point to the arguments in 
Scotland against firstly the HVS 
then the Extremely Severe Grade, 
then the E-system. We now have 
E7s - progress marches on. 

For interest and possible 
argument, I list a number of 
routes which I have climbed and I 
have attempted, as accurately as 
my memory allows, to grade 
these under the proposed system. 
Obviously not all will be perfect, 
however, think about it over the 
winter and please send any· 
comments (agreeable or 
disagreeable) to Mountain. 

Pitch Grades 

(6)15)16)(4)11) Done with no ice, 
do not know if route ices 
(4)16)16)14)13) 
(5)15)(5)(3)(3)13)13) 
(4)15)14)13)12)12)13) 
(5)14)15)(2)(2)(2)(3) 
(4)(4)(3)(6)(51141 
15117)(5) 
(5)(4114)(4)(4115)(4114) 
(4114)(5)(6)(4116)(3) 
(4115)(5115)(4)12) 
(6117)(6) 
(7116)(3)(5)(4115)(5) 

(7)(7)(6)16) 
(7)(7)17) two pitches run together 
(3) 
(3)14)(7)(8)13) 
(41151 icicle, (6)(6)13)(3) 
(4)(5115)(5113)(6115)(1 )17) Top pitch, 
the direct on Clach Dhian may 
ice to become easier! 
(1 )(4)15)(1 )(5)(4111 )(6116)(5) 
(6)(8)(5)(7)(1 )(5)(3)17)(6)(5) 
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The Nameless Tower from the approach . The Franco-Swiss Route takes the left hand profile. Photo: Michel Pio/a. 

DANSETRANGO 
by Michel Piola 
Translated by Anne Dale 

0 ur goal was the West Pillar of Name
less Tower in the Karakoram. We 
had caught glimpses of its impres

sive vertical profile in rare photos appearing 
in specialist literature ; it was always shown 
bathed in promising evening sunlight . Our 
target was chosen deliberately to break free 
from the classic mould of the 8000m race , 
adopting an altogether more technical 
approach to the Himalaya - a rock route 
combining the attractions of Big Wall 
climbing Californian-style with altitude and 
changeable weather conditions . 

The team was quickly assembled : 
Stephane Schaffter (leader) - experienced 
in high altitude climbing and long-distance 
travel; Patrick Delale, Michel 'Tchouky' 
Fauquet , Jacques Wintenberger and Michel 
Piola: a line-up of Franco/Swiss climbers 
and mountaineers united by a shared 
interest in big mountains . 

After overcoming the traditional admin
istrative hitches in Islamabad , we met our 
Liaison Officer - a moment which all exped
itions await with a mixture of expectation 
and dread, the former because it marks the 
official start of the expedition and the latter 
because an LO's_personality can be a major 
influence on the harmony of the expedition. 

Captain Syed Wajid Hussainie , a delegate 
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of the Pakistani Government , deserves an 
article all to himself, for his competence , 
talents as a psychologist and erudition (he 
has written two books) were to help us 
immensely. Mutual co-operation was quickly 
to develop into friendship and respect - he 
certainly is quite an exceptional man . 

We did not pass unnoticed through the 
villages during the walk in, as we had taken 
Mountain Bikes with us: the media attraction 
of these contraptions persuaded some com
panies to sponsor us more than the climb 
itself had! 

The village streets were relatively well 
adapted to our antics on mountain bikes , 
but what can I say about the confusion of 
boulders blocking the twisting tracks run
ning alongside the Braldu River , which 
flows down from the Baltoro Glacier - not 
to mention the glacier itself! 

We did make progress though , often 
pushing our heaps of scrap metal or bending 
under their weight , observed by the rare 
locals we met , whose sarcastic looks spoke 
volumes about their appreciation of the 
wonders of the West .. . It must be said that 
as a crowning irony , the only Mountain 
Bike to reach base camp, kept for that 
essential photo session , was brought in on 
the back of a mocking porter. 

Personally , I found crossing the villages 
filled me with mixed emotions since fate , as 
usual choosing the most incapable , obliged 
me to volunteer for the title of doctor ( every 
expedition has to have one). This responsi
bility brought me out in cold sweats, though 
luckily the only treatment I had to give was 
a liberal dose of disinfectant ; the only broken 
arm we came across was well looked after 
by Pomme, Nathalie and Faridet , our faith
ful female companions who accompanied us 
to Base Camp. 

Oh yes . . . up till then we hadn't seen a 
single cloud .. . 

Base Camp , at 4,000m, was a sandy bed 
in the depths of an extraordinary granite 
hollow surrounded by innumerable pillars 
which plunged down from the three Trango 
Towers and the Biaho Tower, straight onto 
Trango Glacier. 

Following our arrival at Base, waves of 
bad weather hit us every day, the clear 
nights forecasting storms the following day, 
a drop in temperature and snow at base 
camp. So, the magnificent torrent that 

Opposite Page: Approaching the bivvi ledge 
at half height. Photo: Stephane Schaffter. 





Above: Tiny figures in a granite landscape. Photo: Schaffter. Below Right: Above the bivouac, with the tents visible below. 
Photo: Michel Fauquet. 
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Superb compact granite on the headwall. Photo: Pio/a 

rushed past our tents during the first few 
days gradually changed to a stream, then a 
rivulet , prior to drying up completely a few 
days later , the first victim of the severe 
weather. Life was tough ... 

Huddled together in our mess tent, we 
discussed tactics for the next few days, the 
first aim being to set up a good, solid, well
established Camp 1 at the actual foot of the 
pill ar, at an altitude of 5,200m. 

Jacques, having received a wrist injury , 
sadly had to return to France with the girls, 
so we split the team as follows: Stephane 
with Tchouky, Patrick with myself. The two 
teams worked together better and better as 
the expedition progressed , alternating days 
on the mountain fixing the route and then 
resting . Little by little we ferried the neces
sary equipment up the couloir which leads 
up to the Tower , slowly acclimatizing. 
Every other day , besides this demanding 
work, each team fixed pitches from the 
lowest point of the pillar - an imposing , 
lozenge-shaped "bastion". 

A system of broken fissures and corners 
marked the start of the climb. It was a line 
which should lead to a sort of suspended 
chandelle under an impressive , uninter
rupted slabby leaning section 500m higher, 
an area shaped like a question mark which 
hung over our future . 

However, the immediate present required 
us to summon up all our strength; the ice
filled fissures and pitches decorated with 
large unstable flakes required total commit
ment from the leader. A measure of our 
progress was that each day our early morning 
ballet on the fixed ropes took more and 
more time and energy. Every day we hoped 
to find a good horizontal break which would 
provide a bivouac site, but sadly the wall 
was so steep that ledges viewed through the 

binoculars turned out on arrival to be poor , 
sloping slabs, whereas the snow bands 
became frightening "plugs" of powder snow 
stuck under overhangs ... 

We could, of course, have used our porta
ledge, but time spent setting this up with the 
thought of probably spending a bad night , 
sent us back down to Camp 1, which was 
infinitely more comfortable than our two 
high altitude tends stuck on a snowy crest, 
reckoned to be protected from the snow 
slides coming down the couloir. Amongst 
ourselves we adopted a terminology to suit 
the weather conditions: a 'good' day being 
one when the snow deigns not to fall before 
early afternoon and an 'average ' day being 
one when, by a small miracle , we were able 
to climb up the fixed ropes without getting a 
load of powder snow down our necks . So , 
because of that and the westerly aspect of 
the pillar , we practically never saw the sun 
during our five weeks' climbing. Who 
would credit it ... 

At the "candle", which we reached at last 
on the 24th June , was the start of a mid-air 
waltz on the fixed ropes; in fact , the wall 
leans out for three full rope lengths! The 
only way up seemed to be an oblique diedre , 
with fine cracks in places ; mostly compact, 
the climb required the most delicate artificial 
climbing with sky-hooks, copperheads, 
blades and bolts. This section of pillar defi
nitely made the strongest impression on us 
with its pure lines and beautiful climbing . 

The crazy void beneath us , now over 
600m, underlined what we had come here 
for, the "Big Wall" ambience, reinforced by 
the lines of the couloir disappearing below 
our feet. We took particular care anchoring 
the fixed ropes , which we left in situ here, as 
an abseil without them would be impossible. 
Finally , we came out onto less steep slabs, 

swinging over onto ·a good band of snow at 
the foot of the final shoulder with still 
another 400m to go. 

Such a godsend ledge enabled us to cut 
out a platform where we could set up Camp 
II: a single triangular Goretex tent , into 
which all four of us would laboriously cram 
ourselves and curl up . We were installed for 
a few days in the heart of the pillar, taking 
turns with our "dance", to fix the route; the 
enforced closeness of the bivouacs also 
brought us together as a close-knit team . 

Tired from nearly a month fixing the 
route , drunk from altitude (5 ,800m) , rarely 
dry or warm (three of our party were to get 
slight frostbite) , it was only by constantly 
providing mutual support and encourage
ment that we were able to retain the motiva
tion necessary under such conditions. This 
was, however , an opportunity to broach 
other aspects of the expedition game: life in 
a group, the chronic lack of supplies at high 
altitude, the chances of success for the other 
teams climbing in the Baltoro or the prob
lems with trying to make our video with lack 
of funds and film crew. Among other sub
jects, we passionately discussed the wearing 
of helmets, as I was the only one wearing 
what was really an unsightly "basin" . For 
the other members of the party , aesthetics 
overrode any considerations of risk , despite 
the probability of having to abandon the 
expedition in the event of a simple accident 
(which would have caused a very lengthy 
and difficult evacuation). These evening 
sessions, interrupted by hasty sorties to 
clear snow from a collapsing tent , brought 
us round to reliving other adventures, 
related in a most colourful manner by 
Tchouky, our resident Marseillais, and 
Stephane, who amazed us with undiluted 
versions of Himalayan intrigues. Patrick, 
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however , strengthened by his profession as 
cook, insisted on fuelling our main topic of 
conversation , " nosh", by reciting the menus 
from all the major gastronomic establish
ments. 

During those days rationing was in vogue 
at Camp II: a few measly bits of dried fruit 
and one emergency snack (freeze-dried 
portion) between two was our daily fare. 
After five days of this regime , with harsher 
and harsher weather conditions (the tem-
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perature often dropping to minus 20°C) and 
progress slowed down by more compact 
rock , we reached the limit of our effective
ness and were forced to return to Base 
Camp. It was a wise but hard decision to 
make , as we had sworn not to jumar the 
overhanging section again. Moreover , the 
next assault would have to be the last , as we 
had already overrun our schedule by over a 
week . 

Two days ' rest on a diet of rice and flour 

Left: This strongly overhanging section was 
so complex as to necessitate fixed ropes, 
abseil retreat being impossible. 
Photo: Pio/a. 

Opposite Page: The soaring line of the upper 
part of the route follows the obvious crack 
above and slightly right of the climber (see 
topo) . Beginning as a knife blade crack it 
eventually widened to an off width 
chimney. Photo: Patrick De/a/e. 

( our only luxuries) just about got us back in 
shape before our final nocturnal departure 
for "Big Trango" . 

On the first day of our final bid we swapped 
partners, Tchouky and I pushing the route 
on the final pillar. 

Sure enough , we were reduced to sky
hooking and bolting the sides of a huge 
"rolling-mill" fault which had started off as 
an insignificant choked crack five pitches 
lower down! Here the choice of equipment 
played an important part , but it was rarely 
the right choice; if, for example, you decided 
to wear your rock boots for a few metres of 
free climbing, your numb extremities after a 
brief spell on a plug of snow made you wish 
you had worn your outer boots instead . The 
reverse, was , of course, also true . 

Upon returning to Camp II , a glimpse of 
the magnificent Norwegian Pillar on Great 
Trango stirred visions of the tragedy experi
enced by that strong group , when two of 
their summit members disappeared, proba
bly on an abseil during the descent. 

This is sadly a frequent epilogue, inherent 
to Himalayan climbing. The risks taken, the 
time and money spent may be considered by 
some to be verging on vanity. when there are 
mountain ranges which are just as interesting 
and much more accessible , but with less of a 
media pull. 

Luck and success fortunately shone down 
on us on the day we went for the summit -
mainly due to a return of good weather , 
after a period of snowfall around 10 or 12 
o 'clock (much to the joy of our cameraman 
Stephane). And while we' re on the subject 
of luck , we were greeted at the summit by a 
unique panorama of a whole host of 8 ,000m 
summits: K2 , Broad Peak , Gasherbrum ... 

With night approaching we could only 
enjoy the summit for a short while, as 
Tchouky had given himself a further big 
challenge: jumping off the summit neve 
with a parapente. Making tracks in the 
snow , an exciting wait to capture a little puff 
of air, a few steps forward and a sharp dive 
increased because of the zero lift in the air , 
took a great weight off our shoulders. 

Tchouky took under 10 minutes to reach 
Base Camp, whereas we were to arrive 
there the following day, our serenity 
restored and happy at having removed most 
of the equipment from the face. Four days 
of forced marching later and the loss of all 
our official expedition papers found us in 
Islamabad iri front of a furious representative 
from the Min_istry of Tourism, gesticulating 
and threatenmg to keep us for as long as it 
took to get our papers made up again . The 
possibility of this happening is all too real in 
a country like Pakistan .. . 

At dawn the next day we were flying 
towards Europe ... Thanks , Wajid! 

Summary: Some personal impressions, by 
Michel Piola, of a major new route on the 
Nameless Tower , Baltoro Group- Pakistan 
Karakoram . F.A. Patrick Delale , Michel 
(Tchouky) Fauquet, Michel Piola, Stephane 
Schaffter , June 1987. 





In 1984 Dick Renshaw and I visitcd'the 
· Malangutti glacier in the Shimshal valley. 

Bad weather prevented any really sig-
'flificant climbing and ur stockpile of 
heavy, unused equipment ruled out the kind 
of long distance wandering which would 
nave compensated for the lack of good 
summits. In 1987 I hoped to rectify these 
mistakes, travelling light , covering long 
distances , whatever the weather, and seeing 
some of that immense glacier wilderness to 
the southwest of Shimshal, right at the heart 
of the Karakoram. 

The plan was to start from Skardu, head 
for Snow Lake and walk out northwards to 
Shimshal. Of course the idea was not origi
nal. In 1937, at the end of the historic 

haksgam Expedition , Shipton had crossed 
e Lupke La and walked out down the 

Brafdu glacier and out over the Shimshal 
Pass. Two years later, with Scott Russell , he 

' discovered a new pass on the northern 
Karak:oram axis , the Khurdopin , but they 
had reluctantly to forgo the descent on the 
far side and return quickly by the well 
trodden Hispar, after hearing the devastat
ing news that Europe was at war. Forty 
seven years passed before two Canadians, 
helped by Shimshali porters, made the first 
actual c_rossing of the pass, finding a way 
down the wild Khurdopirt Glacier to the 
Shimshal valley . I had not heard about this 
journey when we set off the following year 
and we only knew about Ian Haig's ill-fated 
1986 attempt from Shimshal. After a series 
of illnesses and accidents, he collapsed on 
the descent to Snow Lake. Two of his porters 
made an incredible journey without maps , 
equipment or food to Skardu to seek help , 
but by the time a rescue party reached Snow 
Lake Ian had disappeared in an avalanche. 
His death, a year after two Cardiff climbers 
disappeared in the same area, was a salutary 
reminder that Snow Lake is a very remote , 
serious place. 

In 1987 Dick was busy guiding in Sinkiang. 
However, an old friend and prodigious load 
carrier, Ph il Bartlett, was keen on a 
Karakoram journey. Rumour had it that 
Jerry Gore and Duncan Tunstall were going 
to have a snoop round the back of the Ogre , 
so we asked if we could team up, where
upon Jerry announced that he would give 
the trip a miss as it all looked far too 
impromptu and disorganised. Duncan 
bravely threw in his lot with Venables and 
Bartlett, and met me for an "expedition 
meeting" . After two hours he left with a list 
of things to do and we sent a similar list to 
Phil. We all met a month later , on July 5th , 
and flew to Pakistan. 

We were an incongruous team. Phil these 
days usually eschews hard technical climb
ing, preferring the big Shiptonesque journey 
with the big Shiptonesque rucksack . As 
middle age approaches apace, he loves to 
scorn the young, overdressed, over-equipped 
technocrats and clings obstinately to his old 
home-bent ice axe and cast-pff clothes that 
give the appearance of some high altitude 
Worzel Gummidge. Duncan, a brash young 
yuppie from Shell , sees himself, in an ideal 
world, pulling his portaledge up some 
Himalayan big wall , dynoing up immaculate 
granite , dressed in designer pastel coordi
nates and plugged into the latest graphic 
equalizer Walkman. I , being an exception
ally tolerant , broad-minded , balanced sort 
of person, fell somewhere between these 
extremes; also being a greedy sort of person , 
I hoped that on this Karakoram trip we 
could complete a long , ambitious trek and 
do some reasonably technical climbing on 
the way. With that in mind , Tunstall and 
Venables insisted that the expedition bag
gage included a modest quantity of titanium 
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KARAKORAM 
ODYSSEY 
by Steve Venables 

Phil Bartlett and Duncan Tunstall battle their way through spindrift avalanches on the 
second carry to the Khurdopin Pass. Photo: Venables. 



and alloy gadgetry. The journey remained 
the main objective , but we hoped that we 
might have the chance to sacrifice the gear 
on some suitably imposing lump near Snow 
Lake, before starting the ' big push ' north to 
Shimshal. 

The route up the Braldu river to Askole 
and left up the Biafo is a well-trodden 
classic , but for us it was all completely new. 
We camped one night at Baintha, just below 
the Latoks. June had been bad in the 
Karakoram and most of July was not to be 
much better. Most expeditions to the big 
peaks would fail and generally it was the 
lower level expeditions that fared best. Two 
friendly Swiss rock jocks, whose stewed 
rhubarb we shared, told us about their own 
cragging and about their compatriots' much 
bigger, spectacular new climb on the 
Trango Tower (see page 20). Earlier we had 
also met two Yugoslavs returning from a 
very hard (grade 9, they said) wall climb on 
the tower 's East Face. 

Higher up the Biafo, Duncan and I, 
inspired by all this activity , did a little HVS 
rock climb one evening above our camp. It 
kept the porters amused, so we called it 
"Biafo Sideshow". The following day , racing 
the snowfall , we coaxed the men up to the 
Biafo-Sim Gang junction . The approach 
had taken seven easy days, but we paid the 
men for the traditional nine stages plus one 
day's rest. For the first time there was no 
comfortable grassy ablation valley , but just 
above the glacier we did find a boulder site 
with running water, which was to be our 
home for the next ten days. At about the 
height of Mont Blanc, it was a perfect place 
for acclimatising before setting off for the 
Khurdopin Pass (c. 5750m) . 

Martin Conway wa~, in 1892, the first 
European to cross the Hispar Pass and see 
the huge snow basin which feeds the Biafo 
glacier. He gave it the name Snow Lake 
(Lupke Lawa). Subsequent expeditions by 
the Bullock Workmans (approaching from 

Hispar) and the Vissers (approaching from 
Shimshal) failed to sort out accurately the 
enormously complex topography of the 
snow basin and the peaks to the north which 
form the watersheds between the Hispar 
Braldu , Shimshal and Shaksgam river sys
tems . It was only as recently as 1937 that 
Shipton's Shaksgam Expedition started to 
unravel the complexities of the area. The 
job was completed during the 1939 expedi
tion , when two Indian surveyors produced a 
remarkable map of the Biafo-Hispar systems, 
which has never been bettered . The expedi
tion discovered that the catchment area of 
the Biafo - the Sim Gang glacier and the 
bowl of Snow Lake - covers nearly 200 
square miles . Forty eight years later, we 
found it hard to appreciate the immensity 
of that ice desert until we started actually 
to walk across it and realised with what 
depressing slowness landmarks moved 
closer. Our first trip was to leave a cache of 
food and fuel on Snow Lake, ready for the 
journey to Khurdopin Pass , which we had 
now identified . On another grey, snowy 
morning we crossed the Biafo and climbed 
up to an improbable notch in the West Wall , 
the Sokha La , which Tilman had crossed in 
1937 on his way back to Skardu. The next 
day Duncan and I climbed up an ice.fall into 
another cwm on the West Wall , to check out 
the route onto a particularly fine granite 
tower. It was very gratifying to discover 
that, as we had suspected, there was a hidden 
glacier ramp leading to the upper part of the 
tower, promising a quick route ideal for our 
limited resources. We returned the follow
ing afternoon. Panting up soft collapsing 
steps through the icefall, Duncan did not 
look happy and even his jaunty Panama hat 
seemed to have wilted a little. At the top of 
the icefall, where we stopped to bivouac, he 
quickly fell asleep to dream of favourite 
roadside crags . 

The ascent pf P .5979 was a model of tacti
cal planning and smooth execution - almost . 
We left at midnight, dead on schedule, and 
made fast progress up the hidden ramp . It 
was still dark as we pitched the short traverse 
out left onto the huge central icefield which 
hung, Eiger-like, between rock walls. As 
we soloed diagonally across this the sun 
brought our East Face to life. At 7am, when 
we stopped for a brew, the proposed route 
up the headwall was starting to make noises. 
By 9 o'clock the whole headwall was drip
ping and throwing down troublesome blocks 
of ice , so we dug into the top lip of the 
icefield and settled down in comparative 
shelter for a leisurely day of eating and 
drinking and marvelling at the stupendous 
view out over the Sim Gang to the Ogre, 
Bobisghir, the Lupke La, K2,.Crown Peak 

We had been forced by bombardment to 
delay the attempt on the headwall but the 
weather was fine and we planned to start at 
very first light the next day, climbing fast up 
the depression in the headwall to a col on 
the ridge between the south and main sum
mits, continuing up the ridge and returning 
to t~e bivo_uac by nightfall. Unfortunately 
the hghtwe1ght approach did not quite work 
out. The mixed climbing up the headwall 
was quite hard - Scottish IV and V - and 
time-consuming, and the line pushed us too 
far left_. After nine pitches of wonderful, 
absorbing, intriguing climbing it was 
already mid afternoon when we reached the 
ridge far too close to the lower summit. The 
connection to the main summit was a knife
e?ged horror, bedecked with dripping cor
nices. Duncan's style of climbing, which 
maximises body contact with soggy snow 
flutings and dripping runnels, had left him 
with sodden feet. Continuing would have 
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-Above: Steve Razzetti descending the ablation valley on the left bank of the Sokha Glacier, with the aiguilles of the Sokha/Sosbun 
watershed behind. Opposite Page: Duncan Tunstall on the Central Icefield of So/u Tower. Photos: Venables. 

m'eant an unplanned bivouac and probable 
frostbite, so sadly we had to descend to our 
prepared bivouac, leaving the unclimbed 
n'lain summit for another day. 

At dawn the next day ominous cirrus 
clouds massed in the south. Later that 
morning the first silver jellyfish floated out 
across the Biafo and by the time we rejoined 
Phil at Base Camp thick grey cloud was 
enveloping the Karakoram. 

The storm lasted nearly three days, putting 
down a lot of new snow. In our tent we read 
Don Quixote and ate many meals. Dal 
samosps were very popular, but the highlight 
was "Greasy Dunc's" chip shop. Gastro
nomic preoccupations became so intense 
that Phil almost won his bet that a time 
would come when we stopped thinking and 
talking about sex. He also tried to raise the 
tone a bit by discussing philosophy and 
inevitably we talked over the imminent 
journey to Shimshal, deciding exactly how 
much to take and how much we could leave. 
When the weather cleared slightly and we 
packed up , a considerable dump was cached. 
Phil wrote a note offering the contents to 
any passers by, but I half hoped that I might 
come back this way myself in August to 
make another attempt on P .5979. 

* * * We left our camp at the Biafo-Sim Gang 
junction on July 28th and arrived in Shim
shal nine days later. Much of the time the 
weather was bad, but by incredible luck 
crucial sections of route finding always 
coincided with cloud clearings. After col
lecting the cache on Snow Lake, our sacks 
weigµed 29kg and on the second day we 
only managed six hours, shuffling along in 
snowshoes and leaning heavily on ski s_ticks. 
After all the new snow, snowshoes were 
essential, but I thought that skis would have 
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been much better. Phil disagreed and , true 
to form , was happy with a faulty pair of 
snowshoes which regularly discarded bits, 
shrinking drastically during the journey ; 
and instead of ski sticks he brandished two 
seven foot poles from the Skardu bazaar. 
Our Balti porters would have been proud to 
see him on Day Three poling his way up the 
50 degree ice wall to the Khurdopin Pass - a 
corniced saddle on the watershed separating 
the Braldu and Shimshal river systems. 

Because it was such a steep climb, we had 
decided on two carries to the pass and for 
the moment we just dumped food and spare 
gear at the top , before returning to the tent 
on the south side. That night it snowed 
heavily and Phil suffered agonies of concern 
that we might become separated from our 
food up on the pass. Luckily the 300 metre 
slope on our side was too steep to accumulate 
deep new snow ; nevertheless the climb back 
up on Day Four entailed swimming through 
some alarming spindrift avalanches. 

We camped right on the pass at c.5750 
metres. Snow drifted up against the tent and 
inside the fug thickened. Our recalcitrant 
primus stove went on strike and tempers 
flared while matches fizzled out in the 
humid oxygen-drained air. Eventually we 
resorted to priming the stove with a bonfire 
of Don Quixote pages soaked in paraffin. 

Day Five dawned fine and very cold and 
the morning struggle with tent poles and 
snowshoes was particularly character-build
ing. So was the descent onto the upper 
Khurdopin glacier - only a short slope ~ut 
classic windslab territory on the lee side 
below big cornices. Phil steered a skilful 
course; even so avalanches erupted menac
ingly either side of our track and we were 
very thankful to reach the big snow basin 
unscathed. 

Duncan had now forgotten all about 
designer climbing and was thoroughly 
relishing our "picnic on a glacier". The 
descent to Shimshal had all the excitement 
of a multi-day technical climb. We were 
committed to five days through territory we 
did not know and every day brought new 
vistas, new surprises , new problems to 
solve, new decisions to make . The upper 
snow basin led us towards a great icefall and 
that afternoon , on Day Five, we felt as 
though we were being sucked inexorably 
towards the brink of Niagara , to tumble 
down to the lower Khurdopin far below. 
After stepping in numerous crevasses on 
the brink, we escaped to the right bank to 
discover rocks and gullies bypassing the 
icefall. In the morning we continued, pro
foundly thankful for good visibility , to find 

. our way over complex, loose cliffs and 
another gully down to the main glacier. The 
right bank was impassable, so we climbed 
through a fantastic jumble of tottering ice 
blocks out onto the centre of the glacier. All 
that afternoon we climbed up and down over 
the great striated waves of ice that charac
terise the northern Karakoram glaciers , and 
it was only in the evening that we could 
escape with relief to the first ablation valley 
on the right bank, with its delphiniums and 
potentilla , and a solitary, rusting cheese tin 
- a poignant reminder of Ian Haig's journey 
the previous year. We camped at the first 
hunters' huts, which suggested that there 
would now be a path all the way to Shimshal. 

There was a path all the way to Shimshal , 
but it had many gaps. On Day 7 the ablation 
valley frequently petered out, leaving us to 
slither across lethal mud slopes, peering 
through murky drizzle, wondering where 
to go. The next morning was fine, so we 
lingered at the camp, waiting for the sun to 
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Above Left: Tunstall rests during the recce to So/u Tower (P.5979), with the Biafo Glacier 
behind, and the Biafo-Sosbun divide at centre. Photo: Venables. Above Right: Venables 
of Arabia on the Upper Biafo, looking north into Snow Lake. Lupke Lawa Brakh is the 
big pyramid in the left distance, with the Khurdopin Pass hidden just to its right. The 
smaller pointed snow pyramid is beyond the pass. Photo: Duncan Tunstall. 
Below: This map showing the various routes and camps of the expedition, is taken from the 
omnibus Shipton - The Six Mountain Travel Books, by kind permission of Diadem Books. 

Kev 

_ ➔ _ Routes 1987 

* Base Camp 

CENTRAL KARAKORAM 
HISPAR - BIAFO GLACIER SYSTEMS 

dry out and lighten the tent, before packing 
up and suspiciously weighing each other's 
loads . We had now reached the main Shim
shal valley and were on the home run, eking 
out the last remnants of food , cutting up the 
final Mars bars into three with studied 
precision. After crossing the monstrous 
rubble of the Khurdopin and Yukshin glacier 
snouts, we climbed up into another ablation 
valley that seemed to lead to the Promised 
Land of Shimshal. Suddenly the path and 
cairns stopped dead at a 100 metre cliff of 
conglomerate. Apparently erosion had 
made this route obsolete. 

"At least grade 4 at Dover ," Duncan 
grumbled, as we stopped to put on crampons 
for the descent. An hour later the rope 
came out again for an excruciating, thigh 
deep river crossing to avoid rock bombard
ment on the left bank. On the morning of 
Day 9 we crossed back beyond the lethal 
scree slope by a wire cable and from there it 
was plain sailing to the green fields and 
"D~stoghil Cottage" _hotel in Shimshal, 
which we reached at midday. 

* * * 
Two days later , four weeks after leaving 
Skardu, we walked out of the incredible 
marble chasm of the Shimshal gorge to 
Pasu , where they grow the best apples in 
Hunza . At Gilgit I said goodbye to Phil and 
Duncan , who were due back in England. 
We had completed a fantastic journey and, 
while friends on Spantik had been sitting 
out mediocre weather, waiting to start a 



huge technical climb (see Mountain 118) , 
we had been continually on the move . How
ever, I did have one niggling regret about 
the main summit of P.5979, so in August 
I went back for another attempt. Steve 
Razzetti , a compulsive Karakoram wan
derer , was free and agreed to join me on a 
return journey to Skardu , going up the 
Hispar to Snow Lake , then out over Tilman's 
Sok ha La to the Basha valley , and so back 
to Shigar and Skardu . 

On August 11th we drove up to Karim
abad , en route for Nagar and the Hispar 
valley . The weather these last few days had 
been more settled , but there had obviously 
still been perturbation higher up, and I 
wondered about Fowler and Saunders , who 
were probably up on Spantik's glowing pillar . 
Later I heard that they had actually reached 
the summit that very day. Reasonable 
weather developed into brilliant weather , 
with only one day's rain for over three 
weeks. With two men from Nagar to help 
with the luggage , we enjoyed an idyllic 
week's walking up the flower spangled abla
tion valleys of the Hispar. Razzetti had 
secured a plentiful supply of narcotic com
bustibles for the trip , so he was in sixth 
heaven and was happy , after leaving our 
porters and crossing the Hispar Pass, to 
mellow out for a couple of days at our old 
Biafo Dump , while I settled the score with 
P.5979 or "Solu Tower" as I had decided to 
call it. 

We arrived at the dump on the morning 

of August 23rd , overjoyed to find all the 
food still intact. I spent the day doing some 
serious eating and preparing for the climb 
and set off in the afternoon . Because we 
only had one stove, which it was only fair to 
leave with Steve, I had to carry four litres 
of bottled water for the climb. The icefall 
below the cwm was transformed . Fifty 
degree slopes had been tipped up to 60 
degrees and the monster crevasse which 
Duncan and I had just managed to step 
across a month earlier was now 15 metres 
wide , forcing a big detour . I left the bivouac 
at 11.15pm and this time followed the hidden 
ramp right to its top , hoping to follow a line 
of ledges diagonally back left across the 
headwall to the main summit. I had to wait 
a couple of hours at the top of the ramp until 
it was light enough to start the real climbing. 
Sitting alone in the dark , I felt a bit 
apprehensive about the steep rock leading 
to the ledges and wondered how well I 
would be able to protect it (and get down 
the mountain) with only our remnants of 
gear - five little wire nuts , one peg and two 
ice screws. But the rock was beautiful, I 
learnt how to backrope and it was wonderful 
to be doing some real climbing again . .. 
wonderful also to sit in the sun on a ledge, 
while a kite which had flown over from the 
Ogre hovered a few feet away, staring curi
ously at the strange intruder. The ledge 
system did not require a bac.krope and 
linked up nicely in a series of enioyable but 
wet snow and mixed pitches, leading to a hot, 
tedious , frightening snowfield and at last, a 

month later than planned , the summit. On 
the way down I used up all the gear on 
diagonal abseils , to minimise the unpleasant 
down climbing. At dusk, twenty hours after 
setting out, I arrived back down at my sleep
ing bag in the cwm and fell fast asleep. 

Two days later Steve and I left for the 
Sokha La. For a man who had never done 
any ice climbing, Steve moved remarkably 
competently up a 50 degree hard ice slope, 
above 5000 metres, in enervating heat, with 
a 27kg sack on his back - pretty good for a 
beginner! Then we descended the far side of 
Tilman 's remarkable pass , winding down 
the Sok ha glacier , enclosed between the 
daunting rock walls of Sosbun Brakh and 
other, unnamed , peaks. The Bullock
Workmans suggested that this glacier defied 
nature and had no outlet, but in 1937 Tilman 
was a bit disappointed to discover that of 
course it flowed out into a river like any 
normal, self-respecting glacier. 

On the second night we reached that river 
and camped in a luxuriant green valley , 
reminiscent of southern Kashmir, cooking 
the evening vegyburgers on a birch and 
juniper fire. In the morning we hurried on 
down to the Basha valley, to exquisite 
timber houses , hot springs , ancient shady 
walnut trees, and fresh fruit and eggs, sold 
to us for ridiculous prices by charming 
rogues . Another two days' walking brought 
us to the main Dassu-Skardu road and that 
night our jeep rumbled across the Indus 
bridge and back to the bright lights of 
Skardu. The journey was over. 
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Above: Old Master Flaviano Bessone (30) at the crux of Specchio per le Allodole (lb+), a recent route on Aspettando ii Sole wall, Monte 
Cucco. Photo: Andrea Gallo. Opposite: Andrea Gallo on the first crux section of Hjaena , Italy 's third Sb. Photo: Betta Belmonte. 

FINALE FINALE 
by Andrea Gallo 
Translated by Alan Heppenstall 

W hy climb in Italy? Because, away 
from the Alps and Dolomites , 
this country contains some of the 

finest pure rock-climbing areas in the whole 
of Europe , which also have the merit of 
being much less frequented and developed 
than the nearby French ones. 

Why climb at Finale? Because of its fan
tastic climate, winter and summer alike . 
Because of its 800 routes ranging from 10 to 
300 metres in length and from 3 to 8b in dif
ficulty. Because of its perfect limestone and 
bolt protection . Because it is simply the best 
of all. 

There's no doubt that the first climbers to 
discover this area , back in 1968, realised 
that they had come across a remarkable 
find , and indeed they kept it secret for a 
number of years. It was in 1968 that 
Roberto Titomanlio, the Vaccari brothers , 
Gianni Calcagno and Alessandro Grillo 
fired the starting pistol and set in motionthe 
history of these cliffs with their ascent of the 
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Diedra Rosso (Grade 5) on Monte Cucco. 
The early climbers who approached these 
rocks did so with an attitude which very 
much reflected the 'high mountain' mental
ity of the time : they wore mountain boots, 
carried traditional pitons , and needless to 
say followed crack lines or diedres . The best 
leads of this period can be attributed to 
Gianni Calcagno with his Fessura Machetto 
(Grade 5+) at Monte Cucco and Catari
frangente (Grade 6a) at Pianarella. There 
was no progress towards the higher grades , 
but exploration of all the faces continued. 

The first guidebook to the area came out 
in 1976, and with it there arrived increasingly 
numerous groups of climbers from Turin 
and Milan, all eager to escape from the 
winter fog of these northern cities and to 
take refuge somewhere with a totally differ
ent winter climate . Yet this increased popu
larity did not immediately result in any new 
technical developments , and it was not till 
around 1978 that some local climbers 

started to change the rules of engagement. 
Under the stimulus of Alessandro Grillo, 
many started to climb in tennis shoes, fi nd
ing them far better suited to the quarried 
limestone of Finale . Soloing became very 
much in fashion , and on Sundays the best 
climbers could be seen going up and down 
Monte Cucco all day long , without ropes, 
on the most difficult routes of the period . 
Among names like Marco Marcantonio and 
Flavio Bessone one of the most distin
guished to emerge was that of the young 
Nico Ivaldo from Finale, who was to be 
responsible for some of the most daring sol
oes (such as Ombre Blu (6a) at Rocca di 
Perti) , not to mention the fastest (1 ,300 
metres in one hour , also at Rocca di Perti!) . 

In 1980 progress tailed off. All the obvi
ous lines had been done; it was time for a 
breakthrough. In his quest for one Sandro 
Grillo set off for nearby France , where he 
met Patrick Berhault , and where he realised 
just how far behind Finale was in compari-
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Monte Cucco, Left Hand Section: 1 Moby Dick 5+. 2 La Torre 5+.5+. 3 Mani d'Oro 6a.5+. 4 Banana Spit 6c+.5+ .7a,6b. 5 Bananna Stranna 7c+. 6 Specchio pee 
le Allodole 7b+, 7 Adele 6c+ ,6a,6b, 8 Radical Chic Sa, 9 Moon Runner 7c. 10 Frank Zappa 7b. I I Tempo di Sognare 7a. 12 Aspettando ii Sole 6b.6b+ .6c+. 
JJMimi e Clown 6c,6c+,6c+, 14 Grillomania 6a, IS Flash Katmandu 6c. 16 Via de/ Tretto5+.6b.6a. 16a L 'U/tima Avventura 6c. 17 Bronca/cone5+.6a. 18 Diretta 
al Tetto 6c+, 19 Variante al Tetto 5+ , 20 Collaborazione 5+. 21 Effetto Notte 6a+. Monte Cucco, Central Section: 22 Via di Li 6a.5+.-+. 23 L 'Alpino 6a.4. 24 La 
Pu/ce5+,4+,4+, 25 Via di La 6b, 268iancoe Nero6b+, 27Sassisti 6a. 28 Mi Dica Bravucci 6d. 29 Training Sisters6a+. 30 Kamasutra 7b. 31 Corpus Domini 6b.3.-+. 
32 Teccata e Fuga 6a, 33 Buece d'Arancia 6b+. 34 ll Gufo 5,3.4. 

Monte Cucco, Fenia: 45 Angoscia di Velluto 6c, 46 Davide e Golia 6b,7a, 47? 7a, 48 Gaudi 7a. 49 Maniac 7c+, 50 Tanti duquri 6c, 
51 Maste of Bolts 7a+, 6a, 52 Fabiozzi 5+, 53 Waterfall 7a, 54 Turbo Diesel 7a, 55 Baci da Rio 6c+, 56 Rischid o Raschid 5+, 57 Fitz 
Carra/do 6b+, 6a, 58 Murd di Andgoor 5+,6b,6c, 59 Anchcgli Angeli 6a+, 60 ... E Travi ii Grigio 6a,6b+, 61 Dobermann 6a, 62 Siringa 
Giuliva 5+, 63 Fame d'Erba 5, 64 Thriller6a,6c, 65 Emanuela 5+, 66 Supervitt 5+.6b+,6b,4, 67 Cordlie 7a, 68 Era ii 38 Luglio 7a+, 
87Stravolgimento Progressivo 6b,6a+. 88 Ultima Via 6b, 69 Pryllipoom 5+,6c+.6a+, 70 Ottico 6a,5a+.6a. 71 Zambarinik 6c,6c, 72 Let' 
Go Joppin 7a+, 73 Mai Piu 6b,3,5+ ,6a, 74 Diedra Rosso 5+,5,4+. 75 Fachire/la 7a, 76 Andatc Via 6a+. 77 Ca/a Trinchetto 6a.5+, 
78 Oggi in Stereo 6a +, 79 Domani in Mono 6a. 80 Pigiama 5 +, 81 Biancachiappa 6a +, 82 Metanolo 6b, 83 Spigolo dci Metieei 6e+. 
84 Saremo Famosi 6a+, 85 Frish Fresh 6a+,6a, 86 Passami f'Ascen.sorc 6c+ 
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Monte Cucco, Central Section: 35 Souvenir de Buoux 7b , 36 Top Gun 6b , 37 Satori 6a,6a +, 
38 II Circa 6a ,6b, 39 Ta Kol?, 40 Ciscranna 6d, 41 Cocaine 6b, 42 Via degli AJ/iervi 6a , 5 , 
43 Prima che sia Troppo Tardi 5 +, 44 La Vie en Rose . . . Y 6b 

Monte Cucco, Right Hand Section: 87 Invidid par/ante 6a+ , 88 Per Elisa 6a, 89 Jcaro 7a+, 
90 Stanza dei Bottoni 6c. 91 Ultimi fuochi 6a. 92 Lupuncium 6a+, 93 Lupo Hanndro 5, 
94Danza dei Nervi 6c+. 95 In Sa/ah 7a+, 96Aut-Aut 7b+ , 970cchi tristi 7b. 98 Via della 
Gamma 5.6a. 99 Priscilla 3.6a, 100 Hachetto 6a, 7a , 101 57 Puffi Blu 6b, 102 Tigrotti def/a 
Magnesia 6b+ .6b. 103 Gran Turismo 7a +, 104 Cristerapia Digitale 7a ,6c, 105 Dolce Tabu 
7b+. 106 Ards Eleinad 7c, 107 Higlander ?. 108 Hartman 6a,6b+, 109 Topo mix 6b,6a+. 
110 Scianca Miande 6a,6a 

son with ·French climbing grounds. Patrick· 
went himself to Finale, and the miracle hap
pened! Many former aid routes , such as 
Adele and Supervitt were free-climbed by 
Berhault (at 6c+ and 6b+ respectively), 
and Berhault also pointed Alessandro m the 
direction of a stupendous slab in the middle 
of Monte Cucco , suggesting that he should 
preplace protection on it. The result was 
Aspettando ii Sole (6c+ ) , a three pitch mas
terpiece , which opened the way to the prac
tice of preplacing bolt protection on routes 
from above. Cries of 'Shame! ' were heard , 
but there is no doubt that this period pro
duced some fantastic routes, whose evolu
tion was helped by the careful and logical 
choice of line . The level of performance 
rose slightly , but only reached 7a at Cape 
Noli, where Patrick put up his famous 
Dancing Daile. A French name for a French
man's achievement in putting up the first 7a 
at Finale! What a pity! 

1983 saw the publication of the second 
guidebook , with around 200 routes , and 
Finale definitely secured its place in the list 
of Italian 'outcrops' . But it was still left to 
the locals to do the routes , with Sandro 
Grillo and Nico lvaldo recognised as the 
main custodians of the secret of Finale. At 
first no-one dared to trespass in their realm , 
and so once again the area was left lagging 
behind. Eventually , however, a new phase 
did begin with the arrival of outside ele
ments: Giovannino Massari , Federico 
Bausone and Andrea Gallo met up under 
the cliffs of Finale, after many weekends 
spent across the border in France. The rock 
was even better , the opportunities were vast 
... so what had been missing? A furtive 
glance between them , a fixed rope, a cluster 
of bolts and the deed was done. Now every 
weekend new routes appeared, more and 
more of them. on every slab and face. The 
number of conspirators grew steadily, and a 
group including Flaviano Bessone even 
progressed so far as to preplace bolts on a 
stupendous 250 metre line on the Big Wall 
at Pianarella, Joe Fa/chet(7a maximum) , a 
terrible sacrilege 1 

Inevitably standards rose. Aspettando 

Bric Pianarella, Left Hand Section: 
I Autunno dei Moicani 3+,6a,5,4.5,5, 
150m , 2 Fivy 6a+ ,4,6a,5+, 150m, 3 
Pantera Rosa 5+ ,6b+ ,5, 180m, 4 Catari 
Frangente 5.5,6a,6c,6c,6c+, 200m, 5 
Gianni Payer 6a.5+ ,5+ ,5,5,7b,6a,6b,4, 
250m 6 Non ci Resta che Piangere ? , 
100m, 7 Vaccari 3,5,3,5,6b,6a,6a+,4, 
240m. Right Hand Section: 8 Joe 
Falchetto 6c,6a,6c,6a,7a,6a+ ,7a,5+, 
240m, 9 Calcagni 5+ ,3+ ,5+, 6a,6c,5+, 
6a,5,5, 240m. IO Grimonett 5+, 5,5,5+, 
6b,6a,6b.4+, 240m, 11 I.N.P.S. 4+,6b , 
5-.5+,6a,6a+.6a,5+, 200m, 12 
Amicizia 6b,6a+ .4a,5,6a,5,6b+ .4, 
200m, 13 Tempio dell a Gioventu Psichica 
6b,6a/A l .6b.6c,6b+,6a/AO,6a+/AO, 
180m, 14 Paperino 180m max 5+/Al, 
180m 
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Opposite Page: F/aviano Bessone , 
redpointing Pista . .. (6c+ ), on the 
Campanile. Monte Cucco. Photo: Andrea 
Gallo. 
Right: Access for Finale is via the Al0 
autostrada. From Savona exit at Feglino. 
and from France (Ventimiglia). exit for 
Finale. Beware - only these combinations 
will work, no eastbound exit or westbound 
access to autostrada at Feglino! 

Godot and Narciso e Boccodoro went at 6c 
at Rocca di Perti, and soon it was the turn of 
Nuovi Guerrieri (7a + ), the first modern 
extreme at Finale. 

In the following months Giovannino 
satisfied his passion for soloing routes up to 
7a, while I was more attracted to looking for 
routes at the highest grades and Flaviano 
carried on his chosen task of putting up 
scores of fine, well safeguarded routes at all 
standards of difficulty . Some futuristic crea
tions were prepared (the year was 1984), 
such as Bananna Stranna and Moonrunncr 
at Monte Cucco, and it was only a year after 
my first visit to the cliff, in one weekend of 
perfect form, that I completed both these 
highly technical leads, at 7c+ and 7c respec
tively. Now at last the idea began to be dis
pelled that Finale was the stamping ground 
only of Bcrhault and Gi.illich, but it had 
taken many months to achieve this change 
of attitude. 

We went to look for quieter cliffs and 
found Alveare, hidden away in the valley of 
Monte Sordo, which turned out to be the 
best crag in Finale . Several excellent routes 
came to light there , such as the overhanging 
Di verso Perverso (7b) and the strange 
upside-down series of moves (which is all 
I'm going to say about it!) of Viaggio nel 
Futuro (7c+ ). Up the centre of Alveare a 
fabulous line up an overhanging pillar stood 
out, which I prepared almost as a joke. At 
first sight the rock at Finale appears very 
like that of Buoux , but on closer acquain
tance one finds that there are very few poc
kets, especially on the harder routes , and 
the climbing is actually on minute holds 
which present a series of boulder problems 
of considerable difficulty . It was one such 
boulder problem which prevented me for 
nearly a year from settling the score with 
Bombay, as this route at Alveare was 
known. It was not until one fine, cold day in 
December 1986 that this Odyssey came to 
an end: my fingers finally reached a slightly 
larger hold and Bombay was no more . In 
fact now the route is called Hjaena , and is 
the first Sb at Finale . 

So , gradually the cliffs became more and 
more popular, and visits also began to take 
place from leading climbers abroad. 
Foremost among these was Martin Scheel 
the originator of Gattopardo (7c+ ), but 
Kammerlander, Mariacher , T'Kint, Steulet 
and Carrigan also paid visits. However , the 
real lords of these rocks are not the super 
champions of Grade 8, but the dozens of 
climbers who congregate here every Sunday 
and climb at 6 and 7. Of the 800 routes , 
about two thirds are around 6a to 6c , so that 
most competent modern climbers can enjoy 
themselves on rock which presents anything 
from slabs to overhangs, but is always of the 
highest quality . 

Yet, in the midst of so much activity, this 
remains a place where it is possible to isolate 
yourself. There are still unexplored lime
stone valleys, with rock faces not yet disco
vered, and there is plenty to do even for the 
most nostalgic of visitors. And what about 
the original pioneers? From the top of his 
villa, the Grand Master, Alessandro Grillo, 

watches over the proceedings, and still 
devotes every spare moment to climbing 
with the enthusiasm of a 20-year-old which, 
far from waning, seems to intensify now he 
is approaching 50. Gianni Calcagno appears 
there sometimes between ·one expedition 
and the next. Nico Ivaldo survived a serious 
accident at Pianarella , incurred whilst solo
ing, and is now a doctor , though he still 
enjoys the occasional sortie onto 7c over
hangs. Flaviano Bessone, known as 'the 
Fish ', continues to put up stupendous routes 
with almost frenetic enthusiasm, and his 
offerings rarely fall short of Grade 8. Nor 
does he have any fear of repeating them. 
And what of the newcomers? Giovannino 
continues to test his emotions during solo 
ascents, while I keep looking for the ulti
mate small hold. This winter I have about 10 
routes waiting for first ascents; of these La 
Strega and Ombre will certainly represent 
steps forward in technical standard. 

It's time to be off again. You never really 
tire of the environment. The thick green 

undergrowth, which is so typical of the 
Mediterranean, gives off unforgettable 
aromas and awakens memories, and pro
vides a vivid contrast with the grey rock: a 
grey which is itself very different from the 
one which envelopes Turin, and my own 
house, during a typical autumn f-og. Enough 
writing: it's time to get the car out and make 
haste for Finale . Will La Strega be kinder to 
me this time? 

The Finale climbing area is situated in 
Liguria, in the province of Savona, and is 
easily reached by taking the Savona
Ventimiglia 'autostrada' and leaving it at 
either the Finale or Feglino exits. The rock
climbing walls are numerous, and are 
situated in a succession of valleys, which all 
lie in the hills behind Finale Ligure, a tourist 
resort on the coast. Travelling from Final 

..Borgo in the direction of Calice, one sees 
first on the left the rocks of Ore, which con
tain a number of routes in the classical style 
of little interest. Further ahead, on th~ 
right, there appears the imposing mass of 
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Top Ten Routes 
Grade 

Crag First Ascent Notes (French) 
Hjaena Sb Alveare Andrea Gallo '86 Overhanging Pillar 
Radical Chic Sa M. Cucco Andrea Gallo '86 Vertical Wall 
Bombay Sa Alveare Andrea Gallo '87 Variation to Hjaena 
Viaggio net Futuro 7c+ Alveare Andrea Gallo '85 Roof 
Bananna Stranna 7c+ M. Cucco Andrea Gallo '85 Overhang 
Gattopardo 7c+ M. Cucco Martin Scheel '86 Overhang 
Maniac 7c+ M. Cucco Andrea Gallo '87 Overhang 
Lang in Putrefaction 7c M. Cucco Andrea Gallo '87 Vertical Wall 
Moon Runner 7c M. Cucco Andrea Gallo '85 Vertical Wall 

* Italian style recognises only a redpoint ascent; it would be better to do a route "a vista" 
(flash-on sight) or to do it with hang-dogging, rather than toproping it first! - Andrea 
Gallo 

Selected Routes 
Monte Cucco 
5+ La Torre ; 6a Satori; 6b Tigrotti . .. ; 6c Aspettando II Sole; 7a Crioterapia Digitale ; 
7b Frank Zappa; 7c Lang . . . ; Sa Radical Chic 
Rocca di Perti 
5+ Sacrifice; 6a Ombre Blue; 6b Freezer; 6c Resolriama; 7a Flippout; 7a+ Nuovi 
Guerrieri; 7b+ Mamy a Vista. 
Monte Sordo 
5+ Pilastro Mattia; 6a II Gammino di Isengard; 6b lntrospezione . .. ; 6c+ Piperita 
Patti;7a+ Esotica Erotica;7b Diverso Perverso;7c+ Viaggio nel Futuro;Sa Bombay. 
Rocca di Como 
5+ Ypsilon; 6a Proietti/e Umana; 6b Odeon; 6c Bei Tempi; 7a Pescegatto; 7b Destin 
Anime; 7b Sylveste·r Rian Cornei 
6a The Long Run; 6b Prigionieri de/ Sole; 6c L 'Avvocato; 7a So/di per Nicnte ; 7a+ 
Siddharta; 7b A varia; 7b+ Franti Bric Scimarco e Bric Grigio 
5+ Pilastro de/ Re; 6a + Bauhaus; 6b+ Stefano Cuneo; 6c The Cure; 7a Appuntamento 
con Venere; 7b S'Allonger 
Bric Pianerella 
6a Grimonett; 6b JNPS; 7a Joe Falchetto 

Right: Andrea Gallo on the first ascent of 
A varia (7b+ ) , on a seldom visited high 
quality crag in the wild setting of the Rian 
Cornei valley. Photo: Betta Belmonte. 

Rocca di Pert1, the most extensive outcrop 
at Finale , with over 200 routes of all stan
dards, from 3 to Sb. From the tiny village of 
Perti one can enter the valley of Monte 
Sardo, perhaps the finest area of all, with 
Monte Sardo itself, the 'Mu ' slab, and 
Alveare; here there is an excellent selection 
of classical routes , interspersed with some 
distinctly hard ones. 

Still using Final Bargo as the starting 
point, but now going in the direction ofFeg
lino , one sees first on the left the crags of 
Bric Scimarco and Bric Grigio , where the 
routes are steep and highly technical. The 
rock at Scimarco in particular is fantastic, 
quarried vertically in many places, and 
there is plenty of scope for new routes. 
Opposite Scimarco one sees Bric Pianarella, 
with twenty-odd long routes containing up 
to nine pitches; these range from early 
super-classics to the most recent, extreme 
inventions, but are all without exception 
most attractive. On the left of Pianarella 
one can see Bric Spavcntaggi, which has 
several magnificent three pitch slab routes: 
the environment here is particularly impres
sive . Continuing up the valley , one comes 
last of all to Monte Cucco , the most classical 
- and popular - outcrop in the whole area , 
with some 200 routes of all standards. If one 
continues now towards the village of Oreo , 
on the right there comes into view the 
remote and desolate valley of Rian Cornei , 
with many rock formations containing 
about 100 routes to date . Now turning down 
the valley from Oreo towards Final Pia one 
reaches Boragni , where more than one 
kilometre of rock contains only five routes 
to date: a climbing ground for the future! In 
front is the neglected 'Bird Rock ' , with a 
few classical routes. If one goes on now in 
the direction of Finale. on the left is the 
magnificent Rocca Como. with its many 
and varied possibilities for development: 
slabs , overhangs, roofs and cracks all await 
discovery . and are by no means all of 
extreme difficulty. Opposite Rocca Como. 
and lying above a typical medieval village. 
can be seen the cluster of buildings known 
as La Crema; here there is a grey wall very 
similar to the Styx at Buoux. If you want still 
more, follow the coastline past the tunnel of 
Cape Noli: here is the famous Dancing 
Daile and further on a traverse at sea level, 
which is a good kilometre in length. 

Climbing is possible at Finale throughout 
the year. In the summer Monte Cucco , 
Pianarclla and Boragni arc to be recom
mended, while in the winter the best places 
arc Rocca di Pcrti and Monte Sardo. On 
days of high wind Rocca di Como is shel
tered , but overcrowding can be virtually 
guaranteed. In wet weather Monte Cucco is 
the best place to go. There is. incidentally, 
ample space here for camping and no 
restrictions. There is an official campsite at 
Le Manic. and the climbing centre for the 
area is Final Bargo, where the Bar Ccntralc 
and Pizzeria ·11 Castello' deserve special 
mention: the bar also houses a New Routes 
Book. There arc climbing shops at Fcglino 
and Final Bargo. and a climbing topo may 
be inspected at these shops. 
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CZECH ITOUT 
by Craig Smith 

T he Iron Curtain parted momentarily, 
long enough to allow four British 
climbers to enter. I had made it, I was 

there , The East. Visions of Burgess stood in 
Red Square pierced my consciousness. The 
border crossing wasn't as bad as I had 
envisioned. The woman with the knee 
length black leather boots and black leather 
gloves had only wanted to know whether we 
had any cameras or radios, not to strip 
search me as I insisted was necessary. 

Prague , capital of Czechoslovakia, pic
turesque , ancient, romantic and at night, 
when we arrived, like so many cities, bewil
dering and very dark. Disorientated and 
suffering from severe train-lag, we were 
whisked away to a concrete suburb by Dr 
Wolf and the beautiful Vera . After acquain
tance over tea and cake, we were briefed as 
to what was going to happen to us and given 
the spending money which the State had 
allotted us for our stay. It then became clear 
that this was to be no "doss in bus shelter, 
eat cold beans out of tin affair" - we were 
guests of the State and all attempts were to 
be made to make our stay a pleasant one. In 
retrospect our hosts succeeded. 

The reason we had been invited to 
Czechoslovakia was to attend the Teplice 
nad Metuji film festival, although we didn't 
have a film. We knew this , our hosts didn't 
- small problem . The history of the film 
festival intrigued me; it was conceived by that 
exceptional Czechoslovakian mountaineer , 
rock climber and entrepreneur Miri Smid 
after he visited the Kendal Film Festival in 
1980. His inspiration was such that the 
mountain of Red tape and minefield of 
bureaucracy involved in organising such an 
event as Kendal in the East seemed sur
mountable. And surmount it he did, for 
today the Teplice film festival is a well 
attended event. Unlike the Kendal Film 
Festival , which seems to presently have 
died a death, Teplice is thriving . So much so 
that the town of Teplice has taken over 
much of the organising. It was hoped this 
would happen with Kendal but the town 
wasn't interested. 

The event we attended attracted around 
five thousand people from all over the East
ern Bloc; we were the only Westerners 
there . The films we saw ranged from the 
very predictable mountaineering expedition 
variety to a Monty Python effort covering 
an expedition to a local refuse dump. 
Included in this film was some very interest
ing footage of hauling a porta-ledge , which 
was in actual fact a cast iron bath, halfway 
up a Verdon-like cliff. Since we hadn't 
brought a film I was put on the spot and 
asked to give a slide show. "But there are 
five thousand people out there! " I jibbered. 
"You' ll be alright" somebody assured me. 
After five cherry vodkas and. a shot of 
slivovitz I felt "alright". As the slides flicked 
through the projector casting images of a 
crowded Malham , Smith Rocks , climbers 
clad in lycra , modern rock shoes and 8.5mm 
ropes (Western Decadenc~?) , an uneasm~ss 
crept over me which wasn t associated with 
the vodka abuse. What do they think? Most 
of them had very little. Holey duvets , 
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If you can't be good, be careful . .. St~tutory bolt kit for soft sandstone, to be carried on 
lead. Ideal for Harrisons? Photo: Craig Smith. 

homemade rucsacs and the majority not a '50s those of Skaroupka; '60s Hauscake , 
chance of visiting the West let alone climb- Krecbach ; '70s Sole Nozek. Today it is Cada 
ing there. How could I ever explain to them and Hudecek who are pushing the limits 
the free life we climbers lead in the West, of with their carpet slippers and knotted 
sponsorship, the dole (un_employme_nt do~s slings. (Since Weisner's day the rules have 
not exist in Czechoslovakia) and holidays ITT been hammered , bent and moulded to fit 
the sun? I felt I couldn't. Tep lice was chosen the area.) The rules provided us with no end 
as the venue for the film festival for a good of amusement. The first rule to hit us was 
reason - only one kilometer dow~ the road that the use of chalk was not permitted. To 
are some of the finest, if not the f1TTest rock get around this the locals seemed to use 
"cities" as the collections of sandstone are everything else but. I saw chalk bags filled 
known .'Two areas exist within a close pro- with sawdust, sandstone dust and even 
ximity to each other: Tep lice Skaly, Balkan Sobranies . What use they were for 
renowned for its tall highly featured keeping your hands dry I will never know, 
sandstone and Adrspasske Skaly, to quote but at least the owner could have a smoke at 
Jiri Novak (Mountain 74) "a grandiose area each belay. Metal protection was not 
with smooth 350ft high towers. The sand- allowed, jammed knots and threads only. 
stone is coarse grained and hard , so that the With knots I found the best technique when 
main kind of routes are chimneys, cracks confronted with a placement that would 
and friction walls. The area demands not take a nice rock four, was to cram, smash 
only good technique but also physical fit- and kick the biggest knot possible into the 
ness. " The towers number about one placement. In theory it seemed OK. 
thousand , which means , with a couple of Belays can be taken at each ring, which is 
routes on each, quite a few days ' ticking . useful to know since on some routes the first 

Folklore has it that in the middle ages it ring bolt is at thirty metres. If a belay/rest is 
took a fire, which laid waste the lush forests taken at each ring , the ascent is termed an 
which blanket the area, to reveal the pre- 'RF' ascent. Different grades exist for RF 
sence of the towers to the local people . and the conventional Red Point ascent. The 
Their initial response wasn't one of " run for official grading system is not open ended, 
your bolt drills", since it wasn ' t until around the highest grade being Vllc. To overcome 
1923 that the first routes were recorded - the inherent problems of such a system the 
although back in the 1700s the Duke _of local climbers use the East German system 
Adrspasske is ~aid to have cr~tered while which is open ended. At the time of our visit 
trying to establish a l~cal test:p1e_ce. . the most difficult routes in the area were 

The impetus to beg1TT climb1TTg ITT this area graded Xb , which is slightly different from 
came not from the locals but from the clim- their official grade of Vile! 
bers of Saxony, led by the Fritz Weisner , 
who imported their techniques and rules 
(read ethics). Not until after World War II 
did Czechoslovakian climbers begin to 
make their presence felt. These were the 
years of Nachoda, Poliche and Ostao; the 

Opposite Page: Geronimo! Jiri Malik failing 
on the 3.5m grade 14 jump at Tep/ice. 
Photo: Jaros/av Seifert. 





We learnt much more about the rules 
when Tony and I chose to attempt to estab
lish a new route. All bolts must be placed on 
lead under your own strength and sky hooks 
are not allowed. On hearing this I was 
amazed, for some of the bolts on the routes 
that I had done had been desperate to clip. 
How does one hang on 6a climbing and drill 
a 25cm bolt? Shortly I was to find out. In 
other areas the climber must hang on with
out recourse to any aid whatsoever and drill 
the ring. But in this area the rules have been 
bent slightly. 

What you do is place a small pilot drill 
which is about 5mm in diameter. This is 
screwed into the rock by hand while hanging 
from a suitable hold. Once the drill is 
adequately in you are allowed to clip into it 
and hang from it. Sounds simple, doesn't it? 
In practice it's horrendous because invari
ably after drilling the pilot in 5-lOmm you 
are pumped and have to slump onto the 
thing . .. and hope. If the drill ripped the 
result was a big fall because by law the bolts 
can not be less than four metres apart, 
otherwise the route is "cancelled" by the 
Rock Committee. We found this hard to 
believe. However, as we walked around the 
crags, our guide would point out routes 
which had been cancelled. And sure enough 
there were marks on the rock where the ring 
bolts had been removed and the holes 
cemented up. 

To get back to drilling this bolt ... So 
you're hanging there with fingers crossed , 
praying that the drill doesn't rip . You now 
have both hands free, which makes the plac
ing of a second pilot drill much easier. Once 
this pilot is in you are relatively safe . Hang
ing off both pilots, you can then haul up the 
BIG drill and VERY BIG hammer to drill 
the hole for the ring bolt. The rules say that 
the bolt cannot be more than 20cm from the 
first pilot. The bolts are all home made out 
of steel and measure about 30cm in total. 
The hole takes about 30-45 minutes to drill. 
The square bolt is then hammered into the 
round hole. The space remaining around 
the bolt is then crammed with lead. Then 
the bolt is ready for clipping. After placing 
one of these bolts I felt reassured that they 
were safe, that was until I pulled one out 
whilst climbing ... 

There was one section of rock on our new 
route which had no holds. On reaching a 
point where free climbing became unrealistic 
I placed a bolt and proceeded to clip into it. 
I'd been looking forward to this, it was time 
to use "Czech-tech" - in other words a 
shoulder stand. The rules state that during 
the establishment of a new route only one 
shoulder stand should be used . Placing bolts 
from a shoulder stand is strictly forbidden. 
My Czech colleague came up to the bolt 
from which I was hanging and proceeded to 
lecture me in the subtleties of the shoulder 
~tand. The first step was onto my friend's 
harness then onto his shoulders. I was still a 
long way from the hold we were aiming for. 
"On my head, on my head," my friend 
gasped from under me. I stood on his head 
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which allowed me to make contact with the 
two finger edge. Feet onto rock, pull. The 
climbing was hard, the sloping footholds 
sandy. My feet kept "ball-bearing" off the 
holds. My friend , who was trapped at the 
last bolt tried to dodge out of my fall line. 
His attempts were futile . Five metres above 
him, I was getting very concerned about my 
predicament. My friend had given up all 
hope of escape, his head was in his hands . In 
desperation I placed a poor knot which 
allowed me to compose myself enough to 
place the pilot . Slumping onto it I was 
mentally exhausted. After three days of 
trauma such as this we were within five 
metres of the top, but our bag of tricks was 
empty and our departure date imminent. 
We weren't too disappointed because by 
leaving a white tape on the first bolt the 
route was ours to complete . Previously, as 
we wandered around the towers we had 
wondered what all the white tapes were 
doing on the most outrageous looking lines, 
now we knew. Our flights are booked for 
next year . 

Before I finish with the rules (there are 
many more) an important one to know is 
that in order to preserve the rock (which 
becomes fragile when wet) climbing is not 
allowed on days when it rains (if this was the 
case in Britain we'd never get any climbing 
done!) The routes we did during our two 
week stay ranged from the definitive classic 
to the modern desperate. Beware of the 
classic routes as they tend to have classic 
protection, that is bolts which are very far 
apart, but don't despair, there are usually 
one or two jammed knots in between . 

Perhaps the hardest route we did was 
called - in Czechoslovakian I have forgotten, 
but it translates as White Fright. It carried 
the unofficial grade of Xb. It consisted of a 
slightly overhanging wall which was climbed 
on just adequate one finger pockets, pro
tected in all by three bolts. Another classic 
route was Saito Mortale, which on the black 
market was Xa. Again protected by three 
bolts in thirty metres with no knots in 
between, which made for some airy post
bolt antics. The climb reminded us very 
much of Buoux - hauling or not as the case 
may be, up overhanging rock on shallow 
pockets, but with far fewer bolts! It might 
be worth mentioning here that unlike 
Buoux top roping is not allowed . On the 
same cliff we had our first encounter with 
the dreaded task of placing threads on lead 
on a route called Den Triffido. Easy one 
might say, but have you ever tried hanging 
off a greasy sloping pocket on a route which 
overhangs by five degrees, chalkless and 
had to untie a 6mm sling, push it through a 
5mm hole, then try to retie the sling. The 
penalty for failing to execute this procedure 
was a ground scraping fall. If all this sounds 
rather far fetched go to the route , you'll 
soon see what I mean. 

Needless to say our hosts found our 
cavorting highly entertaining. Previously 
though, the grin had graced our faces as 
we introduced the Czechoslovakians to 
Technique de Smith Rock, in other words 



Opposite Page: Craig Smith and !iri Malik, 
climbing all over each other, dunng a new 
route attempt on the as yet unclimbed Sugar 
Tower. Right: Smith redpointing White 
Fright (Xb). Adrspasske Skaly. 
Photos: Smith Collection. 

the stick clip. The climbing before the first 
bolt was 6b (English) which was protected 
by a pillar of sand which our hosts assured 
us was a "good" thread. I wasn't convinced. 
So out came our secret weapon, a krab 
whose gate remained open, taped to a long 
stick. I climbed up to the two finger pocket 
which marked the start of the offending 
section , hung off this , reached with the stick 
and clipped the bolt. What was now meant 
to happen was for the stick to be ripped 
from the karabiner , but the tape wouldn't 
allow this , so in a state of pump I was forced 
to climb past the stick and bolt arrangement 
(it would have been easier to climb the stick 
since I very nearly came adrift) . After plac
ing THE thread I literally crawled to the last 
bolt. The crux was to come. Lactic acid had 
by now poisoned my system - the jug which 
marked the end was in sight but was it in 
reach? Slap, slope, momentarily hold - the 
downward escalator I was running up 
speeded up. Udge. The arm which was 
locked off had now reached my navel. 
Please let me curl that jug, I think. The 
almighty rock committee says "No". I 
plummet. Much shouting ensued after 
which the ropes were pulled down and the 
route Redpointed . 

The next day I saw an East German 
climber succeed on the same route. He was 
wearing football boots, with the studs cut 
off of course, and was secured by a hawser 
laid rope . Could you climb an ES 6b in foot
ball boots? I thought of the West and how 
climbing had "advanced". High tech friction 
boots, state of the art Kernmantel ropes and 
"cheap" technique. It was refreshing to see 
that somewhere there was still a future for 
climbing. 

Undoubtedly , Czechoslovakia has a lot to 
offer the climber , regardless of your kink, 
be it chimney, wide crack, face , difficulty or 
beer. The contingencies for those normally 
empty rest days are very attractive. For the 
members of the "tired of living society" 
there is Jumping - no this does not involve 
intimate physical contact. It is the Czecho
slovakian national sport of leaping from 
tower to tower. All the jumps are graded on 
an open-ended scale, presently the most 
difficult is 14. On seeing one of these I would 
rather take my chances playing Russian 
roulette with a revolver loaded with five 
bullets whilst gargling with nitro-glycerine. 

The appreciation of culture isn't as 
dangerous as jumping and there is certainly 
plenty to appreciate in Czechoslovakia. 
Prague for example has a wealth of 
medieval , baroque and art nouveau 
architecture . The view from Prague castle is 
unforgettable. Kafka and Mozart used to 
hang out in Prague. Art treasures are pro
lific: Cezanne, Renoir, Degas , Pissarro and 
Van Gogh grace the walls of the Sternberk 
Palace . Prague is also an excellent place to 
hear quality jazz and classical music. 

I did , however, find one thing to complain 
about and that was the national cuisine . 
Breakfast consists of meat and beer, lunch 
consists of meat and beer while dinner , just 
for a change, consists of beer and meat. I 
don't think vegetables have been discovered 

yet in Czechoslovakia. So if you are vegeta
rian , you are in trouble. For the first week, 
I made do with eggs, which left me feeling 
like Cool Hand Luke after he polished off 
50 of those white packets of cholesterol. So 
after keeping my friends awake one night 
with my intermittent talks with the toilet, I 
decided I'd had enough of eggs. After this 
little episode I was introduced to cheese 
cutlets which I can highly recommend . 
Eating out is extremely cheap. A three 
course meal with good wine for five people 
costs around £5 depending where you 
exchange your money. 

For those who don't have an official invi
tation, they must comply with compulsory 
money exchange which means they must 
exchange a certain amount of money each 
day. Spending this is nearly impossible. 
Thus when your trip is over, invariably you 
will have hundreds of crowns left, so the 
things to buy, since crowns are worth 
nothing in the West, are cut glass, furry 
hats, film, classical records, Skodas and 
vodka , especially the cherry variety . 

So next time you have a couple of weeks 
to spare, don 't look West, look behind the 
curtain - you'll be pleasantly surprised. 
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PEOPLE SPECIAL Riccardo Cassin 

Edited by Audrey Salkeld 
The summer of '87 marked the 50th anniversary of the first ascent of the legendary North Face 
of Piz Badile. To mark this occasion, first ascensionist Riccardo Cassin returned to the face at the 
age of 78 for a repeat ascent ... Mirella Tenderini briefly reviews his remarkable career. 

There are days in September 
when the air is clearer than usual 
and the rocks sparkle like 
diamonds. 'How beautiful!' 
commented Heinz Mariacher as 
he drove slowly, looking intently 
at the landscape around us - 'Isn't 
Val Masino the Yosemite Valley 
of the Alps?' t had never thought 
of it in those terms, but looking 
around I had to admit a striking 
resemblance: the smooth granite 
walls and arches rising from the 
dark green fir trees (similar in 
colour, if not dimensions, to the 
sequoias and ponderosa pines of 
Yosemite), the waterfalls, even 
the colour of the sky at that 
moment - everything gave the 
impression of being there. A 
smaller scale Yosemite, of 
course ... 

Heinz Mariacher and Luisa 
Jovane had come to Val Masino 
to celebrate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the first ascent of 
the North East Face of the Piz 
Badile. Many other alpinists were 
there: all those who had tied their 
name to the Badile by first 
ascents, winter ascents, solo 
ascents (Cassin, Esposito, Gogna, 
the Rusconi brothers, the widow 
of Hermann Buhl, several young 
climbers who had recently put up 
new hard routes on the Piz) and 
others who had been invited to 
join the feast and to contribute to 
a conference on 'Badile 1987 : 50 
Years of Legend and The New 
Frontiers of Alpinism.' Reinhold 
Messner was the main 
contributor to the debate. But the 
most applauded guest was 78 
year old Riccardo Cassin, who, a 
couple of months earlier, had 
performed his personal 
celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of his first ascent by 
climbing the route once more. 
That was on July 29, with a group 
of friends from Lecco. Swinging 
leads, they made it in ten hours, 
quite a respectable time for the 
route, and two weeks later they 
climbed it again with cameraman 
Fulvio Mariani to make a film. 'But 
that second time we started the 
route higher up, traversing in 
from the North Ridge said 
Riccardo (by the way, that's how 
the Cassin Route is climbed 
nowadays) 'and moreover we , 
were lifted from the summit by a 
helicopter. Therefore I wouldn't 
consider that ascent as valid .. .' 
That's Riccardo Cassin, one of the 
greatest living alpinists, and one 
of the humblest. 

His story is well known, having 
been written in his own 
autobiography (published in 
English by Diadem) and in a most 
enjoyable book by Georges 
Liva nos; but it is worth 
summarizing once again his main 
feats : 

Born in 1909 in one of the 
poorest regions of Northern Italy, 
Riccardo Cassin went to live and 
work in Lecco after the First World 
War, and there he started 
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Above: Riccardo Cassin in great shape at 78. Photo: Henriette Albert Minvielle. Below: Fulvio Mariani 
filming Cassin on the Badile. Photo: Mariani Collection. 



climbing on the legendary Grigna, 
where he can still be seen on 
Sundays, climbing not so easy 
routes . .. From the Grigna to the 
Dolomites, where he performed 
his first great ascents (the South 
East Ridge of the Trieste and the 
North Wall of Cima Ovest di 
Lavaredo, both with Vittorio 
Ratti). Then the North East Face of 
Piz Badile (1937), with Ratti and 
Esposito, and two alpinists from 
Como, Molteni and Valsecchi, 
who tragically died in a storm 
during the descent. The route for 
which Cassin is most knuwn, 
however, is the Walker Spur, on 
the North Face of the Grandes 
Jorasses. Cassin had never seen 
Mont Blanc before he went to 
climb it in 1938 together with 
Esposito and Tizzoni. He 
succeeded in overcoming a 
difficult slanting crack that had 
halted many climbers before him 
(Charlet, Heckmair, Welzenbach 
and Gervasutti amongst others) . 
After the first ascent, that crack 
has never been repeated, to 
Cassin 's knowledge. In fact, when 
the Cassin Route was first 
repeated in 1945 by Rebuffat and 
Frendo, they could bypass it 
thanks to the collapse of the 
hanging glacier at the right hand 
side of the crack, and all 
subsequent ascents have 
followed that variation . 

After World War Two, Cassin 
directed his attention to other 
continents. He led the 1958 
expedition to Gasherbrum IV in 
the Karakoram (summit team 
Bonatti and Mauri) , climbed the 
Central Spur of the South Wall of 
McKinleyin 1961 (the Cassin 
Ridge) and the West Face of 
Jirishanca in the Andes in 1969. 

He is still a very active climber, 
as he proved last Summer. Asked 
whether he plans to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the Walker 
Spurascentnextyearby 
repeating it, he says shyly, 'Aw, 
that's too difficult for me now, I' ll 
be almost eighty next year .. .' But 
his eyes sparkle mischievously . .. 
Poor Signora Irma, his gentle 
wife, sighs : ' I was looking forward 
to him becoming old so that I 
could stop worrying , but it seems 
that there will be no peace for me, 
ever .. .' and she looks 
affectionately at him, with a proud 
smile. 
Mirella Tenderini 

Right: Cassin following one of the 
early pitches of the North Face of 
Piz Badile. Photo: Mariani 
Collection. 
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GEAR 

There seems little point in 
trawling over old ground and 
making definitive reports on 
boots already receding into 
history. A rather more useful 
exercise is to let you know what is 
happening at the cutting-edge of 
Mountain Boot design. 

We have all suffered the agony 
of long days in the mountains 
with ill-fitting plastic shells. What 
are the boot makers doing about 
it? 

Koflach, after nearly following 
the mistake of the ill-fated E.B. 
rock boot (that of letting time pass 
it by) have come steaming back 
with a completely new range of 
high mountain boots, sticking to 
the time-tested ideas of the old 
Ultra, but taking up new materials 
and improved lasting to create 
boots to take them into the 1990s. 
Koflach is now part Swiss owned 
and in the UK at least has chosen 
new distributors, after many 
years of indifferent services from 
several others; G.S.I. Sports 
appear keen to grab back lost 
sales. 

Asolo, after introducing the 
revolutionary A.S.O. Frame 
concept over a year ago, have not 
stood still, extending their range 
and improving their established 
models. Asolo have also changed 
their U.K. distributor to The North 
Face, who are committed 
mountain people, with products 
of the highest calibre in their 
range of clothing, rucsacs, 
sleeping bags and tents. 

Before I get down to all those 
facts and figures (yawn!) I should 
like to put forward two unresolved 
problems with this type of boot. 
After re-reading Dave Durkan's 
piece in Mountain 89, it was 
obvious that poor fitting was 
causing many of the problems 
that you (the public) wrote in with. 
This could be because only full 
shell sizes are used, with a smaller 
inner in the next shell size up 
being used to give the impression 
of accurate½ sizes. This gives rise 
tD people on the border line of the 
full shell sizes having to get a boot 
which is far too big for them. As 
great effort is being put into 
making inner boots thermally 
efficient, being told to add extra 
socks to make ill-fitting boots fit is 
a great pity. So what about some 
true½ sized shells? I see the 
manufacturers wringing their 
hands in anguish. The cost of new 
mou Ids wil I push the cost of boots 
up, I hear them say. Well, I would 
prefer to pay more and not suffer 
the agony of ill-fitting boots. 
Lastly (no pun intended), why do 
these boots have laces? You have 
all suffered lacing-up stiff plastic 
shells with numb fingers. What is 
wrong with ski-type clip 
fastenings? They are already used 
on many ski touring boots, and 
these boots are light! Koflach 
uses these fastenings on their 
A/bona Ski touring boot and I 
quote from their brochure. 
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·1,;onvenient, ratchet buckles 
make closure much easier'; need 
I say more? 

In defence of Asolo, their 
prototype A.F.S. boots did have 
this type of closure, but they 
thought that the conservative 
mountain public were not ready 
for them. Well, we are, so get to it! 

Only one of the boots reviewed 
has been available to the general 
climbing public, the AFS 101, and 
we can only give informed 
feedback on these. Andy Perkins 
has kindly supplied us with a 
report on his AFS's. This was 
compiled after extensive use last 
winter in Scotland, chalk climbing 
on the Dover sea cliffs and a near 
successful Alpine style attempt 
on Arna Dablam last summer 
( 1987). The latter use, I may add, 
is well outside the boots' design 
profile. 

He has also used Koflach Ultras 
for many years so is in a good 
position to compare the two 
makes. Andy is going to Everest 
with Mal Duff in '88 and Asolo 
have provided him with the AFS 
Expedition to keep his toes intact. 
He will be supplying a detailed 
report on how they perform. 
Basic Asolo Design Features 
The AFS 101, AFS Superlite and 
AFS Expedition are all constructed 
around the Asoframe system. 
This is a non-deformable nylon 
framework moulded to which is a 
Pebax nylon shell, which is 
lightweight and remains elastic to 
temperatures of -40°C. Stiffening 
the structure is a carbon fibre 
shank. This fibre ( Nitryl-Polyacryl) 
is carbonised at 2800°C, woven 
and impregnated with epoxy 
resin . In the case of the AFS 101 
an aluminium honeycomb centre 
is added for increased strength. 
The AFS 101 has a Vibram 
wraparound sole-rand unit but 
the Superlite and Expedition have 
a lighter weight vibram sole unit 
only, dispensing with the heavier 
rand. All three have grooves to 
take step-in crampons and shock 
absorber heel unit. The 
anatomical inner boots of the AFS 
101 and Superlite are insulated 
with 4.4mm of closed cell foam, 
have a hut sole (for wearing the 
inner in huts) and velcro closure. 
The covering, formerly cordura, 
has been improved with the use 
of PVC impregnated polyester 
fabric. 

The Expedition has features 
common with the other two but 
uses isotherm insulation (this is 
just thicker 6.6 foam layer, but it 
sounds better!). The boots all 
have a dual lacing system 
comprising an inner speed lacing 
to hold the foot in place and an 
outer conventional hook and D
ring system for closure of the 
shell. 
Koflach Basic Design Concepts 
The Clima is a hybrid of the old 
Viva Soft and Ultra, being the 
polyurethane shell of the Viva 

Plastic Boots 
A Selective Survey by Steve Foster 
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Brand Importer Price Sizes Inner 

Asolo UK: The £185.00 Eu4.5-12 Outer PVC & PU, polyester 
AFS 101 North Face laminated to 2.2mm EVA 

US: Kenko closed cell foam. Inner Nylon 
Int. Denver 6 laminated to 2.2mm EVA. 

Total insulating 4.4mm EVA. 
Velcro fastening. Hut sole . 

Asolo UK : The £199.00 Eu 4.5-12 Same as 101 . 
AFS North Face 

Superlite US : Kenko 
Int. Denver 

Asolo UK: The £225.00 Eu 4.5-12 Outer lamination PVC & PU 
AFS North Face polyester to 4.4mm EVA foam. 

Expedition US : Kenko Inner Nylon 6, laminated to 
Int. Denver 2.2mm EVA foam . Total 

insulation 6.6mm EVA foam. 
Velcro fastening . Hut sole. 

Koflach UK : GSI £109.90 UK3-13.5 Perforated Galaxy 2000 outer 
Clima Sports US3.5-14 Sympatex liner. Loden wool 

US: Topline & foam insulat ion . Velcro 
Sport, Salt tongue retainer . Speed 
Lake City lacing. Hut sole . 

Koflach UK : GSI £139.90 UK3-14.5 Galaxy 2000 outer. Loden 
Ultra S Sports US3.5-15 wool and Thermium 2000 

US : Topline insulation . Thermium 2000 
Sport, Salt insole. Velcro tongue retainer. 
Lake City Speed lacing . Hut sole. 

Koflach UK : GSI £179.90 UK6-12.5 Cordura outer with Galaxy 
Vario Sports US6.5-13 2000 ankle. Sympatex liner. 

Extrem US: Topline Loden wool & Thermium 2000 
Sport, Salt insulation. Thermium 2000 
Lake City insole. Heel hold down strap. 

Built in heel with damper. 
Velcro tongue retainer. Speed 
lacing & hut sole. 

Koflach UK:GSI £239.90 UK6-12.5 Two inners suppli ed : 
Vario Sports US6.5-13 1) As Vario Ext rem w ith 

Expedition US: Topline double Thermium 2000 
Sport, Salt insulation. 
Lake City 2) Full Aveolite insulated 

inner. 

Shell 

with the modified lasting of the 
Ultra. This basically makes for an 
affordable Koflach boot. The base 
of the shell is high tensile 
polyurethane, rivetted to which is 
a flexible polyurethane articulated 
asymmetric cuff. The sole unit is a 
vibram block toe fitted with heel 
damper. The inner is more 
interesting, a 'disco'-like silver 
galaxy 2000 outer perforated, 
thus allowing the inner to breathe. 
This is lined with sympatex, a 
relatively new breathable 
membrane using a molecular 
transfer system and not 
microscopic pores as in Goretex. 
The rest is fairly standard, wool 
and foam insulation, velcro 
tongue retention, speed lacing 
and a hut sole. 

The Ultra Sis basically the same 
as the old Ultra with an improved 
and warmer inner boot. The new 
inner boot comprises unperforated 
Galaxy outer with loden wool and 
Thermium 2000 lining, Velcro 
tongue retainer, speed lacing and 
hut sole. For some reason 
sympatex is not used. This may 
be a cost exercise. 

Now we come to the Koflach 
innovations. The Vario Extrem 

Top Left: Asato AFS 101. 
Bottom Left: Asato AFS 
Expedition. 

Weight Rec. Use 

Nylon Pebax moulded round Size7 Summer 
non°deformable nylon 1190gr Alpine, 
asoframe & carbon fibre low 
aluminium honeycomb altitude 
shank. AsoloNibram sole/rand winter 
unit. Shock absorber heel. 
Dual lace system . 

Same as 101, except shank Size7 Year round 
triple layer carbon fibre sole 1060gr Alpine 
unit. Cut down version , no 
rand . 

Same as Superlite, larger Size 7 Year round 
shell size used to accept 1110gr high 
larger inner. altitude. 

High tensile polyurethane Sizes½ Summer 
lower. Flexible polyurethane 1200gr Alpine, 
asymmetric cuff. Vibram sole Low 
with heel damper. altitude 

winter. 

Polyamid lower. Flexible SizeB½ Year 
polyurethane asymmetric 1200gr round 
cuff. Vibram sole with heel Alpine 
damper. (Eu) 

Polyamid lower. Flexible SizeB½ Year 
polyurethane asymmetric cuff 1200gr round 
with vario hinge. Protective Alpine 
ribs on shell side walls. (Eu) 
Vibram sole . 1.0. Area . 

As Vario Extrem . Larger shell NIA High 
used to accommodate bulkier altitude 
inners. std . inner. 

High 
altitude 
winter, 

Aveolite 
inner. 

has a clever, adjustable, flexible 
asymmetric cuff which can be 
screwed down with the turn of a 
coin (don't be caught without 
change on the hill) to hold the 
ankle almost rigidly for extended 
front-pointing and left loose for 
the walk in or descent. 

The lower shell is ultra light 
polyamid (restamid) and the cuff 
is a flexible polyurethane. On the 
outside of the lower shell is a 
pattern of ribs which is supposed 
to stop the boot skidding around 
in cracks (we shall see!). The inner 
incorporates a heel clamper 
which fits snugly into a recess 
inside the shell. The idea is that 
the inner will not slide around. 
The speed lacing is connected to 
a strap sewn into the cordura 
outer, which runs around the back 
of the heel. The reason again is to 
hold the foot securely. Insulation 
comprises loden wool laminated 
with Thermium 2000 and foam. 

The Vario Expedition shell is 
the same as the Extrem except a 
larger shell size is used to 
accommodate two warmer 
inners, not at the same time! Both 
these inners come as standard; 
one is the same as the Extrem but 
with double the insulation, the 
other uses the tried and tested 
aveolite insulation. 

Thanks to G.S.I. Sports UK and 
The North Face UK for help in 
compiling this review. 

AFS 101 Report by Andy Perkins 
I bought a pair of AFS 101 sin early 
1987 and used them for that 
winter season and subsequently 
on a trip to Arna Dablam South 
Ridge (Nepal). I'd used Koflach 
Ulstras since '82, but had been 
attracted to the Asolo AFS 101 s 
because of the facility to change 
the heel and toe rands when 
resoling. This is going to become 
increasingly important as some 
people change to step-in 
crampons. 

The initial reaction was that 
they were much more comfortable 
than the Koflach Ultras, being 
more of a climbing boot than a 
ski-boot shape. Rock climbing is 
easier with the slimmer toe, and 
edging is easier as the upper does 
not bulge outwards so much. 

The lighter weight of 
construction means that the boot 
is more comfortable for walking 
and more flexible. However, 
abrasion resistance is not as good 
as the Koflach, and deep scores 
have appeared in the plastic 
upper. One of the hook pivots has 
been torn out of the upper, and 
the stretch material at the heel has 
been torn slightly. 

The detailed design of the boot 
is far better than the Koflach. The 
double lacing system allows 
different adjustment for, say, 
walking as opposed to steep ice. 
The inners have velcro fasteners 
(also available on Koflach 
Alveolites) and despite looking 
flimsy, have lasted well. They also 
absorb less water than the wool 
loden inner and dry out more 
quickly. They are warmer than 
Koflach Ultras, i.e. perfect for 
Scotland and Summer Alpine use, 
but didn't quite measure up to 
Himalayan cold. I have since been 
told that an expedition version is 
available. 

Summary: A superior boot in 
terms of comfort, detail, 
construction (and price), but 
slightly lacking in robustness of 
upper materials. 
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BOOKS 

A Dream of White Horses: 
Recollections of a Life on the 
Rocks 
by Edwin Drummond 
Diadem £10.95 
About the same time as the 
Mersey Sound was taking pop 
music by storm, Ed Drummond's 
writing and his exploits on British 
rock blazed across the climbing 
scene, arousing admiration and 
controversy in equal measure. 
Then suddenly he was gone. A 
bolt on Clogwyn Du'r Arddu, the 
(for then) ultimate desecration, 
and in the words of one of his 
poems" ... the sombre hills 
drummed summer thunder while 
I hopped and leapt and drilled that 
bolt - a ring of violence - then left 
for America in the hushed silence 
of rain to come." 

For a long time only an 
occasional startling rumour from 
California, or an article in a US 
journal, broke the silence. But 
now Drummond is back, and as 
befits a rock star returned from 
exile, he has with him some 
remarkable sounds. They are 
gathered together in A Dream of 
White Horses, a breathtaking 
collection of autobiographical 
essays and poems which, like the 
waves in the poem of the same 
title, come "snorting and 
champing and trampling" out of 
the pages. 

Fortunately the contents 
completely belie the subtitle, 
"recollections of a life on the 
rocks". This writing is no more for 
climbers than Moby Dick is for 
whale fishermen. What a joy it is 
to read a book about our sport 
which is NOT a succession of 
intense moments of simplified 
reality, but goes out of its way to 
deal with lust, politics, 
breakdown, ecstasy and despair. 
For too long British climbing 
writing in particular, and sporting 
literature in general, has been 
tucked away on the escapist 
margins of life. Drummond places 
the sport where it belongs, slap 
bang in the middle of things. 
Hence we learn, not only of the 
stages of his climbing career, but 
also of his hang-ups and turn-ons. 
It is not always easy or pleasant 
knowledge, but we learn. 

In the mid-sixties Drummond 
doubled the number of quality 
hard routes at Avon Gorge, an 
achievement the more 
remarkable because several 
talented climbers, Fred Bennet, 
Hugh Banner, Chris Bonington 
and Chris Jones, had already 
worked over the Bristol rocks by 
the time Drummond arrived at the 
university. It was not only his 
routes which attracted attention. 
Their names, the idiosyl')cratic 
guidebook he wrote to publicise 
them and the bizarre grading 
system that went with them, even 
the attire in which he climbed 
(white shorts - 'lily legs' Crew 
called him), all were inovative, 
ahead of their time. 
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By the later sixties Drummond 
became more accepted, a leading 
figure among the top group of 
English climbers in North Wales 
and later the Peak District. This 
was the second period of superb 
first ascents. His climbs, like 
Moon, T.Rex, Dream of White 
Horses and Great Arete in Wales, 
and Wuthering, Linden, Asp, 
Archangel, Easter Island and 
Darius in Derbyshire, are on every 
hard climber's sportsplan. 
However, even though 
Drummond had come of age as a 
climber, he never lost his rogue 
reputation. Typically on a rare 
foray onto Yorkshire gritstone he 
caused outrage by writing up a 
long-standing Almscliff horror, 
Shuffle Crack, sanctified by the 
holy feet of the cliff's two patron 
saints, Arthur Dolphin and Alan 
Austin, in the Climber's Club 
Journal. as "Two Ton Sardine". 

Then to America. Drummond 
had begun to make an impact as a 
writer before he left. His splendid 
piece on Great Wall was one of 
the highlights of Hard Rock. 
However it was on the big walls 
and later in protest climbs that his 
prose really came into its own. 
The accounts of these epics, 
"Mirror, Mirror" (Arch Wall, 
Norway), "Frankenstein and 
Linda" (the Nose of El Capitan), 
"A Grace Period" (Makalu), 
"Nelson Mandela's Column" 
(Trafalgar Square), and "Stone" 
(North America Wall), form the 
core of the book. It is against the 
background of these daunting 
ascents that Drummond suceeds 
best in braiding together the 
strands of private preoccupation 
and exciting narrative. 

The result is an intoxicating 
mixture. The writing combines 
the raw emotion of the best 
country music with the staccato 
rhythms of free-form jazz. On the 
pages Drummond takes risks as 
big as he did on the climbs. His 
prose and verse is clever, though 
rarely clever-clever. The images 
are intense and cunning: mouths 
"sock hot", faces "cold purpled 
like raw meat", cagoules 
"promiscuous in the rain", hair 
"like chocolate shoe laces", meals 
like "sitting in the middle of 
Chagal's palette". Woops -
occasional indigestion. 
Sometimes the risks don't work 
and like a certain political party 
the writing gets over "rich, thick 
and full of clots". 

A fascinating inclusion is 
"Jim love Menwords", a thought
provoking review of Jim Perri n's 
Menlove. This piece is vintage 
Drummond, bare-knuckled and 
passionate, in polemic with what 
he sees as a dangerous 
romanticisation of Edward's 
isolation and solitary suicide. I 
think his attack is unjustified, but 
some of his insights get to the 
heart of things. "Can't the 
capacity not to feel threatened 
become a tranquiliser, 

Drummond Retrospective 

debilitating our awareness of 
what is actually happening in just 
those situations where we most 
need to know, that is in personal 
relationships with others, 
situations in which it is vital to 
express, not to suppress, feeling? 
... Does the large number of failed 
marriages among climbers ... 
have anything to do with this 
trained indifference to anxiety?" 

Drummond is still part of the 
awkward squad. In a promotional 
article for the book, intended for 
High magazine, he began "I feel 
like a penis", Editor of High, Geoff 
Birtles, was unimpressed and 
publisher of the book, Ken Wilson, 
hlttheroottheformerbecause 
his is a "family" magazine and 
the latter because he was anxious 
for a smooth launch for his latest 
project. Delete "penis" insert 
"dick" was their, but not 
Drummond's compromise. Soft 
options have no place in his 
writing . 

A Dream of White Horses has it 
all: the pride, the passion, the 
purgatory, and the penis. The 
book burns so strong because 
Drummond has the courage to 
use climbing as a metaphor for 
wider truths. 
Dave Cook 

Angels of Light 
by Jeff Long 
Beech Tree Books New York, 
$18.95 
Angels of Light is Jeff Long's 
second novel. The book is top
grade climbing fiction. In this 
case, only the characters are 
fictional, as the place is the 
modern Yosemite climbing 
scene. Also, the plot fol lows a true 
and strikingly similar event that 
occurred in the Valley not too 
many years in the past. Jeff Long 
has transformed this tidbit of 
Yosemite legend into a modern 
thriller of murder and intrigue. 

It's winter, and business is slow 
in Camp Four. Slow, that is, until 
climbers learn that a smuggler's 
drug-laden plane has crashed 
nearby in the Sierras. Climbing is 
forgotten, and the camp empties, 
as Valley rock jocks race to 
plunder the plane. Working 
quickly, the climbers are able to 
pack nearly all of this "Lode Star 
Gold" off the mountain before 
Park Rangers realise why Camp 
Four is so quiet. By that time it is 
too late, as the bales of pot have 
been transformed into 
untraceable green cash. The Park 
Rangers can only watch, furious, 
while the climbers lavishly spend 
the benefits of the outlaw booty. 
The money transforms Camp 
Four overnight. Climbers indulge 
in every form of excess : fast cars, 
yuppie drugs, and even 
prostitutes. Unwittingly, 
however, the camp's new wealthy 
class have set themselves up for a 
chain of grisly deaths and 
maimings. The terrorized 

climbers don't take long to realize 
that the "accidents" are in some 
way connected with the plane. 

Angels of Light isn't written by 
an armchair climber, and it's not a 
story about James Bond type 
heroes. Jeff Long is an active 
climber who has spent plenty of 
time around the Yosemite and 
knows the Valley climbers' 
carefree and often decadent 
lifestyle. The characters in the 
novel are just like the real thing. 
The author pays especially close 
attention to shaping these 
characters into believable people. 
The book runs the gambit from 
desperate epics on big walls, to 
the everyday life in Camp Four 
and night-life in the Mountain 
Room Bar. To give the book real 
authenticity there is even a little 
about the Valley ethics and 
traditions upheld by the local 
climbers. 

The closest the book comes to 
having a hero is embodied in a 
halfblood Apache, John 
Coloradas. A loner, Coloradas is 
an aging climber at odds with his 
climbing future and his beautiful 
girlfriend, Liz Jenkins. Compared 
with John, Liz (who is a Park 
Ranger) seems to have her stuff 
together - tired of Park politics, a 
dead end job and life in the Valley, 
she leaves. The antagonist of 
Camp Four is Matt Kresinski, who 
rules the Camp with a brutal hand. 
Kresinski's only rival is Coloradas. 
Other supporting players include 
Trucker, a mohawk-decked 
punker and climbing prodigy and, 
also adding colour to the story is 
Bullseye, the drug-fizzled Camp 
Four philosopher. 

This book isn't for the non
climber (your mother would be 
shocked), as there are no boring 
explanations about things we 
already know about (like 
equipment) and there is no lack of 
colourful words, sex or action (for 
instance a climber's untimely fall 
of Half Dome). Let's hope the first 
printing of this novel sells out -
maybe it'll encourage more 
climbing fiction in the future. 
Finally I'll have an excuse to burn 
my collection of Louis L'Amour 
westerns. 
Bill Hatcher 

The Price of Adventure 
Mountain Rescue Stories from 
Four Continents 
by Hamish Macinnes 
Hodder and Stoughton £10.95 
Despite the rather depressing 
title, Hamish's latest collection of 
rescue tales is a really good read. 
The book comprises first-hand 
accounts of epic rescues linked by 
the author's own writing, and a 
small collection of relevant black 
and white photos in the middle. 
Subject matter ranges from Joe 
Simpson's remarkable escapes 
from the clutches of Death in both 
the Alps and Andes, to the 
gripping multi-day rescue of Gerd 
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13 14 15 Protest Climbs in the United States: 
Grace Cathedral, 1979 {above); The Statue of Liberty , 
1980; Embarcadero Building, San Francisco, 1981. 
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M, he had reached the 

an nestled there in the fold of \, 
robe. His friend watched him from below, 

ging to the back of her knee. 
he two men from San Francisco, using moun- l 

-climbing gear , inched up the outside of the I 
ue of Liberty yesterday to protest the FBl's 
vities in a California murder case. From the 
nd, they looked like Lilliputians exploring I 
body of a giant woman. 
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Some of Edwin Drummond's escapades brought together climbing and politics, shown here in an illustration from 'A Dream of White Horses'. 

Judmaier from the summit of 
Mount Kenya. 

As usual with such stories, what 
comes over is the strong will to 
live of injured climbers and the 
great lengths to which other 
climbers will go to rescue them. 

With the sinister prospect of 
privatised rescue hanging over 
the British climbing community, 
the powers that be would do well 
to read Macinnes' work, to gain 
an insight into what makes 
mountain rescue people tick. 
Bernard Newman 

Ski Mountaineering 
by Peter Cliff 
Unwin Hyman £12.95 
It is perhaps an indication of the 
growing interest in Ski 
Mountaineering that in the last 
couple of months no fewer than 
three books have been published 
on the subject. While this may not 
cause the respective authors to 
be over the moon at the prospect 
of a shared market, it must surely 
be good news for all aspirant Ski 
Mountaineers. 

Peter Cliff's book is something 
~fa hybrid. It encompasses the 
1rr:iportant aspects of technique, 
wrth accounts given by 
established lovers of the sport. 
They recount the joys and 
ha_r~ships experienced when on 
skr in the mountains, from New 
Zealand to Alaska, although I'm 
n?t sure that skiing a 7000 metre 
Himalayan peak or sitting out 
lengthy periods of bad weather in 

the Arctic would readily qualify as 
a 'recommended' tour, as is 
suggested by the title of the book! 

The book begins with an 
historical record of skiing 
milestones, starting a mere 4500 
years ago! For some reason skiing 
history for me does not take on 
the same importance as, say, that 
of mountaineering; however, it is 
there and is well documented. 

I felt that other sections of the 
book, devoted to technical 
aspects, I felt dwelt too much 
upon the dangers (real as they 
are) and not nearly enough on the 
nitty gritty of, well, how do I ski in 
control down a 30 degree slope of 
frozen lumps? To simply say that 
the techniques of skiing are dealt 
with in other publications may be 
quite true, but this can also be said 
of belaying in snow, crevasse 
rescue and, in particular, the 
science of snow structure and 
avalanche prediction, which 
occupies a large proportion in the 
technical section of the book. On 
the other hand, it would be 
unwise of an author of such a 
book to play down the risks 
involved in Ski Mountaineering. 
Peter Cliff could not be accused of 
doing that; indeed, anyone 
having read this book will be left 
in no doubt at all regarding the 
risks involved. 

The contributions from the 
author himself, with others by : 
Jeremy Whitehead, John Cleare, 
Rob Collister, Hamish Brown, 
Ansel me Baud, Derek Fordham, 

Bruce Clark, John Harding and 
Lita Tejada-Flores enhance the 
book with their honest and 
sometimes harrowing accounts. 
As well as making enjoyable 
reading, they also provide us with 
valuable information on those 
less frequented areas, with useful 
reference to transport, availability 
of food and maps etc. 

The cover picture should entice 
even the most entrenched 
mountaineer or skier to peek 
inside and discover just what it is 
that attracts an ever increasing 
number of people to this 
exhilarating sport of ski 
mountaineering. 
Dave Walsh 

Rock Climbing in The Lake District 
by B. Birkett, G. Cram, C. Eilbeck, 
I. Roper 3rd Edition 1987 
Constable £7.95 

This is the third edition of the 
original 1975 selected climbs 
guidebook to the Lakes, which has 
been revised and extended to 
include an extra 80 routes and 
many new photographs. 

The most noticeable difference 
to the previous editions is the 
cover, which has been changed 
from a hardback to the standard 
plastic sleeve. It has a bold ochre 
back, but unfortunately the initial 
visual impact is dulled by a rather 
dreary cover photograph. Surely 
there was something a little more 
colourful and stimulating that 
could have been used? There are 
over 100 black and white 

photographs used throughout the 
book, the ones which were found 
in the original guide are still good 
quality but many of the new 
pictures suffer from poor 
reproduction leaving them rather 
soft. 

Some mistakes are easy to spot, 
the photo of Central Pillar is 
printed upside down and several 
of the new lines on the crag shots 
are marked in incorrectly. Great 
End Crag in Borrowdale even has 
its routes marked on two 
centimetres to the left of where 
they should be. Basic errors like 
that are inexcusable and should 
have been rectified at the proof 
stage, although it appears that 
they were and the printers are to 
blame. 

The selection of routes, 
including the new ones, is good, 
covering the whole spectrum of 
grades from moderate upwards. I 
was pleased to see new crags 
included, such as Raven 
Threshwaite, Bleak How and 
especially Chapel Head, which is 
rightly included amongst the 
Lakes classics. I must quibble 
about a few ofthe routes selected 
by Bill Birkett, which include such 
esoteric gems as Edgehog, 
Crystal and White Dwarf. These 
are Bill's own creations and by no 
stretch of the imagination can 
they be described as some of the 
best routes that the Lakes have to 
offer. (I could have put it a· bit 
stronger than that). 

Anyhow, these faults apart, this 
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Bob Wightman on Philistine (E1 5b), High Crag Buttermere, as featured 
on the cover of the new FRCC guide. Photo: Al Phizacklea. 

guidebook is certainly a good buy 
for anyone coming to the Lakes 
for a holiday and for those who 
are only infrequent visitors. It is a 
handy size, neat and with good 
route descriptions and plenty of 
information on accommodation, 
food and beer. If only a little bit 
more care could have been taken 
in the production stage it would 
have been awarded top marks. 
Al Phizacklea 

The American Alpine Journal 
Edited by H. Adams Carter 
The AAJ has in recent years 
become the leading journal of its 
type. The 1987 edition is, as we 
would expect, packed with 
articles, photographs and most 
importantly, information from the 
""'.orld's great ranges and newly · 
d1se:overed climbing arenas. For 
British readers, the additional 
information which the Journal 
provides on South America and 
the more remote rock and 
mountain areas of North America 
are particularly important. 

For example, we have a 
tantalising glimpse of the 
potential of the granite peaks of 
the little known Chigmit Range in 
Alaska in an article on an ascent 
of The Tusk by Gary Speer. There 
is also an article which amounts 
to a complete guide of Foraker -
Dena/i's Neglected Wife by 
Donald Goodman. Down in 
Wyoming, it is with some 
amazement that we learn from 
Leigh Ortenburger that an 
unclimbed 10,000ft peak in the 
Tetons had its first ascent in 1986! 
Recent new routes in Patagonia 
on Fitzroy and Cerro Torre, and a 
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solo ascent of the latter by Marco 
Pedrini, are the subjects of three 
separate articles. Pedrini, who 
was until his death on the Dru last 
year one ofthe leading exponents 
of the fast and lightweight 
approach, is perhaps 
understandably critical of the 
fixed rope tactics of the Yugoslavs 
recorded in the other two 
accounts by Matevz Lenarcic and 
Stane Klemenc. 

One of the enduring strengths 
of the AAJ is.the successful 
manner with which it deals with 
many debates over climbing 
ethics and tactics by juxtaposing 
the issues in articles by the 
leading exponents. The editor is 
not only comprehensive in his 
choice of material, but through 
this laissez faire approach, the 
AAJ provides a format which is 
truly indicative of the trends in 
modern climbing, as practised by 
its many nationalities and 
individuals, reflecting different 
traditions and motivations. 

It is not surprising, however, 
that the tragedies on K2 in 1986 
are given special attention. There 
are many nationalities, many 
issues and many well known 
individuals embroiled, in too 
many cases fatally, in the 
catastrophe that was K2 in August 
1986. In H. Adams Carter's lead 
article in the Journal, he sets out 
to admonish those who: 

have lost their respect for 
hazards in the mountains, 
purposefully to have cut 
the margin of safety to 
nearly zero, to risk total 
physical and mental 
exhaustion after too much 
time spent at excessively 
high altitude, to carry 

insufficient food and fuel, 
to show little team spirit or 

desire to help one's · 
fellows, to be selfish, to 
engage in competition. 

Although many of these damning 
comments have rather lost their 
bite after a year of similar debate 
in the climbing media, there is a 
truth in some of what Ad Carter 
says that goes beyond the 
statement itself. It seems that 
some ofthe causes of the tragedy 
are here to stay. They are 
accepted practice now in the high 
mountains, and although it is a 
clicheto say it, individuals will 
continue to seek new limits. K2 in 
1986 may very well become a 
watershed in mountaineering . 
Like Whymper's tragedy on the 
Matterhorn and the traumas of 
the Eigerwand in the '30s, the 
events of last summer will pass 
into the climbing psyche as a sad 
but almost unavoidable event in 
the historical context of progress 
in climbing. The lessons to be 
learnt are now what count. In the 
following article by Charles 
Houston, Death in High Places, 
there is a terse reminder of the 
do's and don'ts of the human 
body in high places which goes 
beyond merely medical advice. 
These are followed by articles by 
Janusz Majer and Jerzy Kukuczka 
on thi::,se two stunning Polish 
successes on K2, the South Pillar 
and the South Face, each with the 
loss of a life. 

Elsewhere in the Journal, there 
are good climbs and moments of 
wit to be found from Michael 
Kennedy, Greg Child and others, 
and a fascinating· examination of 
the inter-relationship between 
mountains, the people and the 
religion of The Sacred Himalaya 
by Johan Reinhard. All in all, a 
very valuable record and a good 
read from the mountaineering 
world in 1986. 
John Porter 

Buttermere & Eastern Crags 
Edited by D. Miller 
Buttermere Section - David Craig 
& Rick Graham 
Eastern Crags - John Earl, Tony 
Griffiths and Bob Smith 
FRCC£7.95 

This volume (is it the first in the 
seventh series, or the fifth in the 
sixth?) is the most recent offering 
from those sons of fun, the FRCC. 

Those unfamiliar with past 
lakeland guides may find this 
combination of geographically 
disparate areas unusual. 
However, it will come ,as no 
surprise to seasoned Lakes 
'devotees. An inexorable 
rationalisation, prompted by the 
FRCC's sudden awareness of the 
rapid approach of the 21st 
century, has produced its own 
pitfalls, concerned mainly with 
geography and distribution. 

The major single valley centres 
- Great Langdale and Borrowdale 
- have selected themselves, and 
the central and southern Lakes is 
comfortably dealt with in the 
Scafe/I Dow & Eskdale guide (see 
Mountain 99) . This leaves Great 
Gable, Pillar, Buttermere, 
Newlands and the Eastern Crags, 
perm any two from five, 
unaccounted for. The logical 
approach would have been to 
graft Buttermere/Newlands onto 
Pillar and Gable and stitch Eastern 

Crags onto Great Langdale. This 
could easily have been achieved 
with the incisive modern 
approach which the FRCC are 
quite capable of employing. 
Flying in the face of logic, the 
FRCC have ignored all this, and so 
we have Buttermere and the 
Eastern Crags! We look forward 
eagerly to the publication of the 
joint BMC/SMC Stanage/Lochaber 
guide, this to follow the Bowden 
Doors/Oreo supplement. 

The format of the guide is the 
same as its predecessors in the 
FRCC's recent series, and 
technical content of the guide is 
of a consiste'ltly high standard. 

The only t ack spot occurs 
towards the end of the guide. The 
section on mountain accidents 
ends abruptly, part-way through 
advice on how to deal with 
internal haemorrhage, which 
could be decidedly tricky. 
Hopefully this is only a fault of the 
review copy but, for those caught 
in mid-treatment, the general idea 
is to get medical aid a.s.a.p. and 
maintain observations on the 
physical condition of the victim, 
which incidentally applies to most 
serious medical emergencies. 

The characteristics ot the 
climbing in the two areas, which 
differ greatly, are clearly reflected 
in the text. The Buttermere 
section has an 'olde worlde' feel 
about it, that suggests an 
experienced wordsmith trying to 
recapture a vanished era. The 
content is still adequate but feels 
curiously out of place in this 
guide. In contrast, the Eastern 
Crags section is much sharper 
and has a businesslike feel which 
should do much to erase the 
painful memories of the previous 
guide to this area. 

Accuracy of description and 
grading is good with few, if any, 
major anomalies. The overall 
trend has been towards 
upgrading, suggesting an innate 
conservatism in earlier guides. 
The nicest touch in this area is 
Scoop and Crack on Castle's 
South Crag; graded a comfortable 
"Severe" in the 1959 guide, it now 
comes in at HVS 5a and at this rate 
could be well nigh impossible by 
the turn of the century. Always 
thought it was hard. 

In conclusion, this is another 
workmanlike performance from 
the FRCC; the problem nowadays 
is that we expect so much from 
guide books : they must be 
colourful, accurate, cheap, 
humorous, cheap, flattering to the 
ego and easy to use, but the 
question inevitably arises, where 
next? It is difficult to see what 
genuine fundamental 
improvements can lie ahead in 
the next few years. 

Perhaps the next real break
through will come with the first 
" active guide". Advances in 
microelectronics suggest that the 
first audio-visual guide could be 
available within the decade. 
Perhaps this is the opportunity for 
the FRCC to actually get ahead of 
the competition rather than 
staying just off the pace. A guide 
with spoken route descriptions 
and crag holograms might be a 
bit pricey but has enormous 
possibilities. Until then we will 
have to be content with improving 
photos (much better this time, 
FRCC), new routes, old jokes and 
more hard climbs. Watch this 
space. 
Dave Wilcock 
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Europe 
ALP 
Corso Vittori o Emanuele II , 167, 10139 Torino, Italy. 
Published 12 tim es a year. 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
74South Audley Street, London, W1 Y 5FF, Great Britain . 
Published once a y ea r. 

ALPIRANDO 
7 Rue de Lille, 75007, Pari s. 
Published 12 tim es a year. 

ALPIN 
Ortlerstrasse 8, 8000 Munchen 70, Germany. 
Published 12 times a year. 

DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, D-8000 Munchen 20, Germany. 
Published 12 times a year. 

DESNIVEL 
Apartado de Correos 19,083, Madrid, Spain . 
Published 4 times a year. 

EXTREM 
Travesera de Dalt 82, 08024 Barcelona, Spain. 
Published 6 times a year. 

LA MONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie, 75008 Paris, France. 
Published 4 times a year. 

MONT AGNES 
1 rue de la Prevachere, 38400 St. Martin D'Heres, France. 
Published 11 times a year. 

NORKl,.ATT 
Postboks 8292 Hammersborg, 0129 Oslo 1, Norway. 
Published 4 times a year. 

PYRENAICA 
Alameda de San Mames, 29-1° izda . 48010 Bilbao, 
Euskadi, Spain. Published 4 times a year. 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Via della Rocca, 29-10123 Torino, Italy. 
Published 4 times a year. 

ROTPUNKT 
Stuttgarter Strasse 45, 7064 Remshalden-Grunbach, 
Germany. Published 3 times a year. 

TATERNIK 
ul Stan6w Zjednoczonych 53 p. 227,04-028 Warsaw, 
Poland . Published twice a year. 

VERTICAL 
8, Rue Paccard, B.P. 125, 74403 Chamon ix, France. 
Published 5 times a year. 

U.S.A. & Canada 
AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St. , New York, N.Y. 10128, U.S.A. 
Published once a year. 

CANADIAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
P.O. Box 1026, Banff, Alberta, Toloco. 
Published once a year. 

CLIMBING 
Box E, Aspen, Col. 81611 , U.S.A. 
Published 6 times a year. 

ROCK & ICE 
P.O. Box 3595, Boulder, CO 80307, U.S.A. 
Published 6 times a year. 

Asia 
THE IWA TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishers) Co. Ltd ., 1-1-33 Shiba Daimon, 
Minato Ku , Tokyo. (Contains English language summary). 
Published 6 times a year. 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER 
Official journal of the Indian Mountaineering Foundation . 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi-110021 (India) . 
Published 2 times a year. 

HIMALAYAN JOUNRAL 
Published by THE HIMALAYAN CLUB, Contact Oxford 
University Press, P.O. Box 31 Oxford House, 
Appollo Sunder, Bombay 400001 . Published once a year. 

HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road, Calcutta 700 029, India. 
Published 12 t imes a year. 

WILD 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181 , Australia . 
Published 4 times a year. 

ROCK 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran , Victoria 3181 , Australia . 
Published once a year. 





SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
11 Lonsdale Street, 
Braddon. 
Tel. (062) 47.8949 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Katoomba 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
195 Katoomba Street, 2780. 
Tel. (047) 82.2014 (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
527 Kingsway, 2228. 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
507 Kent Street, 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment), 
327 Sussex St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
76 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. (07) 839 6609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs (Head Office) 
224 Barry Parade 
Fortitude Valley, 4006 
Tel. 97 52 8804 or 52 8894 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. 07 379 5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Thor Adventure Eqpt. Pty Ltd., 
40 Waymouth Street, 5000 
Tel. 08 212 7857 

Tasmania : Hobart 
Paddy Pallin, 
32 Criterion Street, 7000. 
Tel. (002) 31.0777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin, 
124 St. John Street, 7250. 
Tel. (003) 31.4240 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale,Rd., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 882.7229 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu 
78 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 642.1942 
Mail Order Tel. 103) 417.6682 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
55 Hardware Street, 3000. 
Tel. 67.4845 
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Western Australia : Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33A Adelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
7A/59 East Parade, 
East Perth . 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 (C) (M) 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148/61 .048 (C) (M) (S) 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd ., 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 66.211 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 (C) (M) 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpl. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies, 
P.O. Box 848, 109 Thomas St., 
L6J 5C5 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
777 Yonge Street, 
M4W2G8 
Tel. 416.964.7909 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524.1106 

Bonn 
Sine 

GERMANY 

Breite Str. 47,5300 
Tel. 0228.654320 (C) (M) 

Frankfurt 1 
Sine 
Oeder Weg 43, 6000 
Tel. 069.552233 (C) (M) 

Freiburg 
Sine 
Moltkestr. 5, 7800 
Tel. 0761.37934 (C) (M) 

Heidelberg 
Sine 
Rohrbacher Str. 81, 6900 
Tel. 06221.15010 (C) (M) 

Mainz 
Sine 
Graben 1,6500 
Tel. 06131.226681 (C) (M) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Send linger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel . (089) 237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Everest Sports Ltd., 
83 Sai Yee Street, Mezz. Floor, 
Mongkok, Kowloon. 
Tel . 3-900024/3-914018 
Telex. 63999 WCVRY HX 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment 
& Services 

172 Tung Lo Wan Road, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Causeway Bay. 
Te I. 5-669313/5-669331 
Telex : 71947 HYBME HX 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre, 

1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-848190 
Telex : 33552 MTCTA HX 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd ., 

Head Office (Export & Import), 
102, 1/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wanchai, Hong Kong. 
Tel. 5-733313 
Tix. 65205 MTSEV HX 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd., 

Retail Shop, 
M/F., 56 Morrison Hill Road, 
Wanchai, Hong Kong. 
Tel. 5-733329 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

NETHERLANDS 
Amsterdam 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Marnixstraat 2, 1015 XH 
Tel. 020-24.36.52 

Maastricht 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Heugemerweg 4, 6221 GJ 
Tel. 043-21 .71 .48 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
250 George Street, (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road . 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd ., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road. 
Tel. 0277.233122- Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd ., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1 /2 Regents Street 
(corner of Church Street) 
BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd. 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd . 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 



Canterbury 
Field & Trek (Equ ipment) Ltd., 
3 Palace Street. 
Tel. 0227.470023 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action , 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road. 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
85 King Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski and Climb, 
350 Normanton Road (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. 
(M)(S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevi sport 
Unit 13, 
Waverley Market, 
EH11BO. (M) (S) 
Tel. 031 .557.0923 

Elgin 
Keith Johnson Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd ., 
High Street, PH33 6EJ . 
Tel . 0397.4921 (M) (S) 

Glasgow 
Greaves, 23b Gordon St. (S) 
Tel. 041.221.4531 /2 

Glasgow 
High range Sports, 
99 Great Western Road . 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevi sport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041.332.4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Peak Gear 0 /D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel . 021 .550.9748 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road, S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433.51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports, 
9/11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World , 
28 Lake Rd . Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson , 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
57/59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 
(C)(M)(S) 
Tel. 051.709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall , 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W86BD 
Tel. 01.938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
456/8 The Strand 
WC2RORG 
Tel. 01 .839.5161 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1 M 2LJ 
Tel. 01 .242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
150 Holborn, 
(Corner Grays Inn Road), E1 
Tel. 01 .831 .6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel . 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop, 
572 Sil bury Boulevard, 
Central, MK9 3AF. (C) (M) 
Tel: 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S). 
Tel. 091 232 3561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1 RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd ., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S) (C). 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL 1 1TA. 
Tel. 061 .620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure, 
29 Lincoln Road , 
PE1 2RH . 
Tel. 0733.41381 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd., 
41 Bell Street, 
RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Rochdale 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor Sports, 
99 Yorkshire Street. 
Tel. 0706.525196 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
149 Fitzwilliam St. 
Tel. 0742.27525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd ., 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping, 
118 High Street, 
SG1 3DW (C) (M) 
Tel. 0438.353086 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061 .480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
90 High Street, 
Milton Keynes . (C) (M) 
MK11 1AH 
Tel. 0908 568913 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001 . 
Tel. 05.31 .1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavia I'\ Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02.46.90.75 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Arhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Ryesgade 27, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt., 
Kildevaeldsgade 16 
DK-2100, 0 
Tel. 01-29.01 .33 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11 .24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona: Tempe 
North Face, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: Campbell 
The North Face, 
349.E. Campbell Ave., 95008 
Tel. 408.374.5205 (C) (M) (S) 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 
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California: Palo Alto Colorado : Broomfield New York : New Paltz Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, Lowe Alpine Systems, Rock and Snow, Swallow's Nest, 
383 University Ave ., 94301 . P.O. Box 1449, 44 Main Street, 12561 . 3320 Meridian Ave ., N. , 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 620 Compton, 80020. Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) 98103. 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 

California: Riverside New York: New York 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 

North Face, Camp and Trail Outfitters, Washington: Seattle 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 

6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. Tel. 303.634.5279 21 Park Place, 10007. The North Face, 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 1023 1st Ave. , 98104. 

Colorado: Denver Tel. 206.622.4111 

California: Riverside North Face, Oregon : Independence 
Sports Country Ltd ., 2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. Independence Mountaineering, Washington: Tacoma 

6422 Magnolia Ave., 92506. Tel. 303.758.6366 215 South Main, 97351 . Base Camp Supply, 

Tel. 714.683.2200 Colorado: Lakewood Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) 3730 South Pine, 
98409. 

California: San Bernardino 
North Face, Utah: Salt Lake City Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 
11355 West 6th Ave., 

Sports Country Ltd ., 80215. North Face, 
Wisconsin: Madison 

222 North G Street, Suite B, Tel. 303.238.7511 3975 S. Wasatch Blvd., 
92401. 84117. Erewhon Mountain Supply, 

Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) Connecticut: West Hartford Tel. 801 .272.9403 (C) (S) (M) State and Gorham, 53703. 
Clapp and Treat, Tel. 608.251 .9059 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 672 Farmington Ave., 06119. Virginia: Bristol 
Wyoming: Cody 

Adventure 16 Inc., Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) Mountain Sports Ltd., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, Massachusetts: Boston 

1010 Commonwealth Ave., Sunlight Sports, 

92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 24201 1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
Eastern Mountain Sports, Tel. 703.466.8988 Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Sonora 
1041 Commonwealth Ave . 

Sonora Mountaineering, 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) Washington: Bellevue Wyoming: Jackson 

Teton Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, Massachusetts: Salem Marmot Mountain Works, Main Square, 
95370. Life Sports 827 Bellevue Way N.E., (P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) East India Mall, 01970 98004. Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 206.453.1515 
Colorado: Boulder 

N.H.: lnvervale Wyoming: Lander 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 

Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc., 
Washington: Leavenworth Popoagie Alpine Haus, 

1329 Broadway, Der Sportsman 220 Main Street, 82520. 
80302. RT.16, Box 206, 03845 837 Front St. Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 603.356.3042 Tel. 509.548.5623 

Colorado: Boulder 
N.H.: North Conway 

Washington: Seattle 
Wyoming: Laramie 

International Mountain Rocky Mountaineering, 
North Face, Equipment, Recreational Equipment Inc., 211 Second Street, 82070 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. Main Street, 03860 1525 11th Avenue, 98122. Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 
Tel. 303.499.1731 Tel. 603.356.5287 Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) .. 
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Extreme conditions on Gangapurna, Nepal 
Photo: Jon Geirsson (Gangapurna Icelandic Expedition 1987) 

In conditions like these, YOU need EXTREM. 
Designed by Berghaus, in conjunction with 
some of Britain's leading mountaineers, the Extrem 
ra~ of performance shell clothing comprises 
Al-,ne, Himalaya and Trango jackets with matching salopettes. ! have fully taped seams and are manufactured from 

eathable, waterproof, GORE-TEX performance fabrics, 
ra TZ and Strata. 

Illustrated is the Trango Extrem which features: 
• Under-arm gussets for freedom of movement. 
• Specially designed double storm flaps over front zip. 
• Adjustable volume hood • Beard guard. 
• Four large external pockets and one internal chest pocket. 
Plus the high quality and rugged good looks you come to expect 
from a Berghaus specialist garment. 
Extrem - Designed to match your commitment! 

BERGHAUS LIMITED 34 Dean Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE11PG. Tel: (091) 232 3561 
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865 · MEGA/SG 

823 · MARIACHER 

871 ·FLASH 

870 · BALLERINA 

Stefan Glowacz in >Orange Mechanique<, 8 a, Cima"i. France. Photo: Uli Wiesmeier. 

CALZATURIFICIO LA SPORTIVA Sri - Localita Piera, 5/A 
38038 TESERO (Trento) Italy - Tel. (0462) 83052 ric. autom. 
Telex 401323 LA SPO I - Telefax (0462) 84267 

U.S.A. - Transalp - 80302 Boulder Colorado 
U.K. - D.M.M. International LTD. - Bethesda - Gwynedd 
JAPAN - Nihon Johin Co. LTD. - Tokyo 
GERMANY - Krimmer - 8893 Tandem 
FRANCE - Orus Sari - 34000 Monpellier 
AUSTRIA - Schuh Center Muhlbacher - 6060 Hall in Tirol 
BELGIUM - Alpi Sport - 4120 Flemalle 
SWITZERLAND - II Vagamondo - 6500 Bellinzona 
SPAIN - Uralko S.A. - 20080 lrun 
AUSTRALIA - Mountain Equipment - 2000 Sydney 
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