




MOUNTAIN 
Number 122 July/August 1988 UK £1 .30 US $2.95 

9 
Info 

18 
The Ten Best Crags in America 

Part Three 
by Jeff Smoot 

26 
Lakeland Climbing - The First Hundred Years 

Part Two 
by Trevor Jones 

32 
Ak-Su Adventure 

by Sibylle Hechtel 

38 
Jean-Marc Boivin 

by Nadege Chable 

40 
People 

Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

42 
Books 

44 
Gear 

Edited by Steve Foster 

49 
Letters 

Cover: Andy Fanshawe high on Menlungtse West (7023m), during 
the first ascent. North East Face of Gauri Sankar (7134m) 

in background . Photo : Chris Bonington 

Editor: Bernard Newman 

Associate Editor: Paul Nunn 

Business & Advertising: Patricia Lewis 

U.S.A. Agent - Trade Only : Wild Country U.S.A. Inc., 
P.O. Box 666, Seavey St., North Conway, N.H. 03860, U.S.A. 

Tel. (603) 356-9316 

Mountain is published by Mountain Magazine Ltd in mid 
January, March, May, July, September & November. 

Subscription rates for any six issues (one year) UK £9.00 
Overseas £10.00. US $17 .50 

Mountain, PO Box 184, Sheffield s .11 9DL. 
0742-586553 

Hi-Tee Print, Dinnington, England. 
Typeset by Crypticks, Leeds. England. 

Colour Separation by Litho Pre-Print, Leeds. England. 

OPERA 
An ultralight slipper for high grade climbing. 

Allows excellent 'feel' on marginal smearing footholds. 
Sizes 2-10. 

RUNOUT 
New for 1988, this lightweight 'low cut' style shoe is 
already showing the way ahead in rockboot design. 

An offset toe shape and the optional lacing system allow 
a very precise fit for pocket and smearing type climbing. 

Sizes 4-10. 

ON SIGHT 
The latest model of this well known all-round boot. 

The internal nylon stiffening ensures a precise edging 
performance and retains the shape and fit of the boot. 

Sizes 4-13. 

,I 

U.K. distributors: 
FIRST ASCENT 

2A Culford Grove, London Nl 4HR. Tel : 01-2413477. 
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UNIQUE WORK 
OPPORTUNITY 

WITH 

CAN (UK) LTD. 
CAN is a Company providing Civil and 
Structural Engineering Services to the 
Construction Industry in the UK and abroad, 
including Structural Survey and 
Assessment and Geotechnical Engineering. 

Work involves the use of specialist rope 
access techniques for survey and remedial 
works on structures and rock faces. 

CAN is looking for Graduate/Chartered 
Civil /Structural Engineers, Technicians and 
Tradesmen for site operations, site 
supervision and project management. 

Please apply in writing will full career 
details to: Recruitment Officer 

CAN (UK) Limited 
Hawkshead House 
Hawkshead Road 
Glossop, Derbyshire 
SK13 9SB 

M 
0 NOW AVAILABLE u This is a full index for 

MOUNTAIN 
No.s 101-112 inclusive 

N Price: £1.00 ($2.50) 

T Send cheques to: 
Mountain Magazine Limited, 
PO Box J84, 

A 
Sheffield 511 9DL. 

INDEX 
N 1985186 

SLUGS 
THE FIRST SMALL 
CRACK CAMMING 
DEVICES 
THAT WORK 
BRITISH AND WORLD 
PA TENTS APPLIED 
FOR AND PENDING 

Sizes 

5¼-21¼mm 

CUTICLES 
TO PINKIES 

Please send for our 
Technical Camming Units 
fact sheets. 
JUST PART OF AN EXPANDING 
RANGE FROM: 

fa<Qes 
Old English Road, Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE4 3LT 
Telex: 94012776 MTNS G 
quoting 19017280 

K2. ~ p~t!:!!u! p~n 
• Early booking discount 
• Climber bunk house 

Mt. McKinley • Alaska 
(907) 733-2291 

Box 290M, Talkeetna , AK 99676 
• We take you r climb ser iou sly 

HIMALAYA 
NEXT? BHUTAN 

SIKKIM ,1 , 

NEPAL 
LADAKH 

HIMALAYAN KINGDOMS LTD 
20 THE MALL CLIFTON BRISTOL 858 4DR 

0272 237163 
trekking specialists to the world's greatest range 



WIDE-RANGING BMC SPECIALISED SCHEMES INCLUDE:

U.K. - full year £19 .50 
Overseas - 17 days from £21 . 50 

Overseas - 12 months £45 
Trekking/ Expedition - from £50 

Cover Includes :- Personal Accident , Medica l and Rescue costs, 
Personal Liability with options for Equipment & Skiing 

DETAILED INFORMATION FROM·-

BMC, Crawford House, Precinct Centre, 
Booth Street East, Manchester Ml 3 9RZ 
Tel: 061-273 5163 

~ 
the 

ULTRALIGHT 

~ 

Outperforms all oth er twin ropes 
with its high technical results . 
In combination, a Twin and a Galaxy rope give 
a highly versatile pair of almost identical weight 
to a pair of standard 9 mm ropes. 

26mm webbing, when used with modern 
'biners, exerts a severe outward force on the 
'biner, causing it to fail at ca. 1500 kg. Using 
new 19mm slings from MAMMUT (tested to 
over 2500 kg/ in identical tests, lightweight 
'biners do not fail below specification. 
We emphatically recommend our 19mm 
webbing in all climbing related uses. 

• Shell constructed from 
Kevlar, carbon and glass 
fibres. 

• Weight 450 grammes. 
• Head torch/ goggle retain-

ing straps. 
• Fully adjustable. 

U.I.A.A. approved. 
Colours: Red, Orange, 
Blue, Green, Yellow and 
White. 

S.A.E. to: Snowdon Mouldings Ltd, Nan eris, Gwynedd. 
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IY\SIC JAMMER 

1 • • 

PETZ1 

3 YEAR PETZL 
GUARANTEE 

·LA10 SQL ·UK· Ta (05875)370· TELEX65424 G L'tON 

Brilliant ideas - from climbers around 
the world - have to be transformed 
into real equipment. 
PETZL EXCELS IN THIS TRANSFORMATION. 
Skill in design, use of the best materials, 
and fine workmanship are combined 
to make more prototypes than can be 
imagined. 
NOW PITTL'.S UNRIVALLED TEST 
LABORATORY COMES INTO ITS OWN. 
Gear is pulled, dropped and 
dismembered until the combination is 
right. Safety assured, production designs 
pass to top climbers for verdicts on 
performance and comfort. Only the 
best then go back to the lab for final 
tests. 
BASIC JAMMER Versatile lightweight 
(5 oz) ascender. Ideal for self-lining and 
use in pulley hauling systems. 
THE SHUNT Designed for abseil safety, 
used for much more by climbers 
everywhere. Kind to ropes. 
PULLEYS Models with nylon or metal 
sheaves, fixed or oscillating sides, 
2 oz weight. Light, strong and practical. 
ECRIN HELMET UIAA approved of 
course. (Incidentally so are PETZL 
Ascenders.) Superb strength with 
lightness, 1 lb 3 oz, thanks to the glass 
reinforced nylon shell. 
HANDLED ASCENDER Simply the best. 
Left and right handed models. Chris 
Bonington wouldn't visit the Himalayas 
without them. Equally useful on your 
local crag. 

DESCEN)ER Not just an./ old figure of 8. 
Angled to minimise rope twisting, plus 
hot-weather anti-burn gip. 



Distributed by: 
EDELRID in the UK 

Outdoor Pursuits Services 
Derbyshire Level 

Glossop SK13 9PT 

THE ROPE TO COPE 
HANDLING NONE BETTER 

VALUE YGWYPF* 
DESIGN SUPERCOOL 



THE BEST-VALUE 
QUALLOFIL BAGS AROUND 

No need to pay the most to get the best 
You know that Quallofil is th 

finest all-round filling . 
You also know that it's fa 

from the cheapest! 
Yet Snugpak - working 

with insulation experts 
Neid hart of Switzerland -
have found a way to use 
this top Dupont fibre to 
fill bags which are price 
within your reach. 

Your retailer should have 
Snugpak's Alpine Monarch 
range starting at a very 
modest price level . Spide. 

And they not only have ;i~P;;;i~~ 
Quallof1I 1n , they have no 
design feature 
left out. 

® 

BS 
Ill 7llBS 7{J 

SEC (11!{ UN'ER 

Stockist list and full deta1 r,r 
Brett Harris Ltd, Waterloo Mills , 
Silsden, West Yorks 8D20 OHA 

These people really do know how to make sleeping bags. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
----ror a good booklist of secondhand/Out of print books and journals on mountaineering 

and exploration, write to D. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, Edinburgh EH9 1 DA, Scotland. 
Tel. 031 447 4553. Wants lists welcomed. 

Good books in good condition always wanted to buy. 

SAVE MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U K stockists of specialist top quality materials and 

MONEY accessories Expert advice Prompt eff1c1ent service 
Trade and retail. SAE. catalogue. 

Pennine OutdoorHolmbridge, Huddersfield, w. Yorks. 0484. 684302/683206 

Cordura, Ventile, breathable waterproofs. Fleece pile, Th insulate, Hollofil , 
MOUNTAIN down, polycottons, stretch fabric . Tent fabrics, canvas, mosquito net, 

FABRICS flexipoles. Zips, buckles, velcro, webbing. Patterns for all outdoor gear. 
Climbing, camping gear. For prices/samples 18p stamp or $1 airmail. 

Tor(M), 3 Fryer St., Runcorn, WA7 1ND England. 

~ s /\[NI **World specialists in Mountain 
/ I V and Adventure travel** 

i f\.AV EL_ Scottish Ice _Climbing, 7000 metre expeditions, Trekking 
peaks, Vertical Ice, African Rock and much much more. 

For current brochure write to 
Ascent Travel, 20 Mid Causeway, Culross, Fife, Scotland. Tel. 0383 B80432 

CLIFF CLIMBS MOUNTAIN CLIMBING COURSES Instruction to Extreme Basic to Advanced Rock and Ice Climbing 
CLIFF PHILLIPS Professional Instructor Guide. "Excellent 88 Lectures Available" 

Interested clients please phone or wiite CLIFF PHILLIPS 8 Glanrafon, Nani Peris, Nr. Llanberis, Caernarfon, N. W ales LL55 4UF. Tel : 0286 870733 
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KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE 
'PROBABLY THE FINEST TREKKING IN THE WORLD' 

PAKISTAN 
K2 & CONCORDIA : WORLD LEADERS: MAY TO AUGUST 
GONDORO PEAK : BEGINNERS TREKKING PEAK (18,700ft) 
HI SPAR LA : VIA BIAFO/HISPAR GLACIERS 

Plus many more, including treks in China, Tibet, India & Nepal. 

* * * STOP PRESS * * * 
There are a few places left on the following treks: 

Aug: TRANS-HIMALAYA 4 weeks in Zanskar 
K2 & CONCORDIA 4 weeks in Pakistan 
GONDORO PEAK 3 weeks in Pakistan 

Sept: MARKHA VALLEY 3 weeks in Ladakh 
Nov: KHUMBU TREKKING PEAKS Gokyo Peak, Chola La, Loboche Peak, Nepal 

For our superbly illustrated colour brochure, contact: 
The 'Trekkers Lodge', 32 Lake Road, Cumbria, CA12 5DQ. 

Tel: (07687) 73966/72267 

Derby Mountain Centre Ltd. 

MANAGER 
Derby Mountain Centre requires a manager for their new specialist shop in 
Doncaster. 
The person appointed (male or female) will be an enthusiastic and currently 
active climber and skier, able to communicate their enjoyment of the outdoor 
action sports to staff and customers. As our manager you will be entirely 
responsible for the day-to-day running and promotion of your branch and at the 
same time be part of a small, friendly management team involved with the wider 
development of Derby Mountain Centre's retail operations. Previous experience 
in a retail environment is desirable. 
Our new shop is set in a pleasant site near to Doncaster town centre, Doncaster 
itself is close to the Eastern edge of the Peak District and well placed for the 
Yorkshire Dales and the Lake District. 
Salary will be negotiable. Applications, in writing only please, to Mike 
Pearce, Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 85/89 King Street, Derby. DEl 3EE. All 
applications will be treated with the strictest confidence. 

IS YOUR SET OF MOUNTAIN 
INCOMPLETE? 

We do have a selection of certain older 
back issues. 

Prices vary with availability. 

Please send full details of issues required to: 

The Back Issues Dept., 
Mountain Magazine, 
P.O. Box 184, 
Sheffield. S11 9DL 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ - 88 ca talog free to fo reign, 

,CRAMPON STRAPS U S &Canada.send25¢ 
PO Box 2223 , Santa Barbara , Cal ifornia 931 20, USA 

UIAA MOUNTAIN MEDICINE DATA CENTRE 
Advice and literature on high altitudes, mountain medicine, expedition medicine. 

Please write to :UIAA Mountain Medicine Data Centre. c/o Dr. Charles Clarke 
St. Bartholomew's Hos ital, London EC1 7BE, ENGLAND 

VENEZUELAN ANDES AND AMAZON TERRITORY 
Climbing, trekking, horesback riding. Personalized friendly American service. 

For details, write MONTANA ADVENTURE, 
Apartado 645, Merida, Venezuela. Tel. (74)631.740. 

~ 
DOUG GEETING AVIATION 
Mt. McKinley-Expedition Air Support 

Doug Geeting and Kitty Banner-Seeman 

• Air checks on the mountain • Indoor 
• Safe storage of personal gear sleeping 
• Discount for early reservations • Free sleds 

Mike Covington, Galen Rowell , Rick Ridgeway, Gary Bocarde, Jim Wickwire, 
Jeff Lowe, Phil Erschler, Jim Bridwell, Peter Habeler, Dick Bass, Frank Wells 
and Yvon Chouinard can't all be wrong1 

Doug Geeting 
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna, AK 99676 USA 
907-733-2366 

Kitty Banner-Seeman 
1865 Gore Creek, Vail , CO81657USA 

303-4 76-3929 

YOUR CHANCE FOR ANNAPURNA! 
9 Norwegian climbers have obtained permission to climb 

Annapurna I (8091 m) North side during March· May 1989. We 
are now a team of 7 and see no need to have Norwegian participants 

only. What we do need is to increase the sponsorship share of the 
expedition budget, which totals approx. USD 200.000. 

If you on short notice can make a substantial contribution to the 
financing of the expedition, directly or indirectly, you are welcome 

to participate as far/as high as your spirit of adventure, 
mountaineering experience, ambitions and conditions there and 

then permit 
Please call or write , before end of August: 

Nils Engelstad (Expedition Leader) telephone work: (2)-47 55 00 
c/o GECO a.s (Oslo) telex work: 78623 GECO N 
N-1300 Sandvika telephone home: (2)-13 98 03 

MICROMATES 

New 00 
Extra micro 

1200 Kg 

00-9-15mm 1200kg 

0-13-19mm 1450kg 

½-15-21mm 1450kg 

1-20-29mm 1450kg 

1½-22-35mm 1450kg 

All Sizes Now Available 
Data Sheet From 

H.B. CLIMBING EQUIPMENT 
Fron Hywel, 
Llanrug, Caernarfon 
Gwynedd LL55 38D 

,I 

Telephone: (0286) 870885 
Telex: 61155 H3 AIRTEL G. 

Fax: 0492 7CXXJ9 H3 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Major New Climb on Kangshung Face 
Asian Team Traverse Everest from North to South 

Everest 11 Race" Planned 

f . 
_... f 

~ -.._._ . ~ 

. ... .... - . "" .. 
.. -

Part of the Kangshung Face of Everest. The existing American (1983) Route takes the pr'?minent glacier
buttress to the South Summit. The new Anglo-Canadian-American Route follows the slightly smaller 
buttress on the left to the South Col. Photo: Lowe (Bonington Archive). 

CHINA 
Menlungste West (Jobo Garu II) 
(7023ml 
Andy Fanshawe and Alan Hinkes 
(UK) made the first ascent of this 
difficult peak as part of a team led 
by Chris Bonington. They climbed 
the W Face alpine style between 
May 19-24, and descended their 
route of ascent. The 7161 m 
summit of Menlungtse East 2km 
to the east remains unclimbed. 

NEPAL 
Pre-Monsoon 
There was a total of 34 
expeditions from 20 countries 
active in Nepal during the season. 
More than half were on 8000m 
peaks and despite some rather 
inconsistent weather, there were 
some notable successes and only 
a few accidents. 

Everest (8848ml 
The thirty-fifth anniversary of the 
first ascent of Everest was 
celebrated in style. The most 
significant ascent of the season 
was a new route on the 
Kangshung Face by a four man 
team comprising Rob Anderson 
(US), Ed Webster (US), Paul Teare 
(Canada) and Steve Venables 
(GB). This very good ascent was 
somehwat over-shadowed in the 
world press by the razzmatazz 
associated with the first N/S 
traverse of the mountain via the 
N/S Cols in both directions by a 
joint Asian expedition comprising 
Japanese, Tibetans and Nepalese. 
This team managed to fulfill its 
media contracts by organising a 
live television broadcast from the 
summit on May 5 when twelve 
people reached the top at more or 
less the same time. It was an 
impressive piece of timing, 
achieved in perfect weather and 
the broadcast went out at the 
scheduled time. For Noboru 
Yamada (Japanese) it was his 
third ascent. 

After their successful broadcast 
and summit success, the leaders 
decided to order everyone off the 
mountain to preserve their clean 
safety record . Several Japanese 
members who had paid to come 
on the trip and Sherpa Sungdare 
refused to obey and continued via 
the S Col, with Sungdare reaching 
the top for a record fifth time with 
Pad ma Bahadur on May 10. 

While stripping ropes from the 
Lhotse face a few days later, a 
team from the Asian expedition 
spotted three figures descending 
toward the S Col. When they 
reached the Col, they were 
surprised to find it unoccupied . 
They had in fact spotted Venables, 
Anderson and Webster 
descending after their remarkable 
ascent of the E Face that put 
Venables on top on May 13. 

The Anglo/American team had 
made an early start, leaving Karta 
on March 7, but heavy snow 
delayed their arrival in Base until 

9 



Above and Top: Menlungtse; showing the line of the new British Route 
to the West Summit. Photo: Chris Bonington. 

April 2. The Central Buttress had 
been climbed by a large American 
team in 1983, and this was the first 
party since then to attempt the 
Kangshung Face. They chose the 
smaller buttress on the left that 
leads directly toward the S Col. 

Work began in good weather on 
April 3, and five days got them 
over the 1 000m crux of mixed 
climbing which they graded 
Ai pine ED and serious. Poor 
weather then held them back for a 
week, but by the 18th they had 
established C1 at 6400m, above 
the major difficulties. C2 at 7400m 
was set up on May 1 in 
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temperamental weather. On May 
8 all four set off again, and despite 
continuing uncertainty about the 
weather, they pushed on , 
reaching the S Col on the 10th. 
Next morning, Teare awoke with 
suspected oedema, but was well 
enough to descend alone to C1. 
The others waited out the day in 
high winds. 

At 11 pm the wind abated and 
the remaining three climbed 
through the night, but Venables 
began to pull ahead of the others 
and eventually reached the 
summit at 3.30 on the 12th. The 
two Americans meanwhile had 

reached the S Summit in poor 
visibility and decided to descend 
to a Japanese tent at 8330m. 
Venables was forced to spend the 
night out at 8550m. He caught up 
with the American pair in the 
morning, and together they 
began an epic three day descent 
of their route. The combined 
effects of 4 days above 8000m, 
exhaustion and new snow added 
to the danger. By the time they 
reached Base Camp, all three 
were suffering from frostbite, 
with Ed Webster's fingers the 
worst affected. He and Venables 
had to be stretchered out. Despite 
promises from the Chinese 
authorities, there was a further 
two days' delay before the team 
could be evacuated by jeep from 
Karta. The expedition is the 
smallest to have climbed a major 
new route on Everest without 
oxygen but, in their own 
estimation, only just managed to 
avoid disaster. 

The contrast with the 252 
member Asian expedition could 
not be greater. The gala 
celebrations which followed in 
Peking, Kathmandu and Tokyo 
were full of curiously uneastern 
sentiments. "It is an historic feat 
and an example of human 
success ir, conquering nature," 
said Mr Obuchi , acting prime 
minister of Japan. It is perhaps 
remarkable that this $7 million 
expedition did not collapse under 
its own weight. Everest is 
becoming a circus ring for 
performers seeking material and 
nationalistic gain, and this year's 
extravaganza is undoubtedly only 
the first in a series. 

The Australians also managed 
to celebrate their bicentennial 
year with an ascent of Everest via 
the S Col. The route was climbed 
for the first time without the use of 
Sherpas with Paul Bayne and 
Patrick Cullinan gaining the top on 
May 25 and John Muir on May 28. 

On the Tibetan side, a British 
attempt on the W Ridge!Hornbein 
Couloirfailed. Dave Nicholls and 
Alan McLeod reached 8550m on 
18May. 

GREATER HIMALAVi~ 

Cho Oyu (8201ml 
Six expeditions were on the 
normal W Face/W Ridge, three 
approaching from Nepal and 
three from Tibet. Four were 
successful. Dave Walsh (GB) 
reached the summit alone on 
April 30, the only sum miter from 
the British/Irish team led by Alan 
Hunt. Three Italians, Guiliano De 
Marchi, Flavia Spazzadeschi and 
Lino Zani gained the summit on 
May 1, and were followed next 
day by Oreste Forno. A German/ 
Swiss expedition put Hans Engl 
and Gerhard Schmatz on top on 
May 1 0 and Stefan Woerner next 
day. Woerner was suffering from 
altitude sickness when he reached 
the top. Although he safely 
descended to a camp at 7300m 
where Heinz Zembsch was 
waiting, he was unable next 
morning to move and Zembsch 
descended alone for help. Bad 
weather intervened, and Woerner 
perished in his tent. Woerner had 
been a popular figure in the 
Himalaya in recent years, 
organising a number of 
commercial expeditions to 
8000ers and climbing several 
himself. His body was later found 
by another team of Germans, 
Austrians and Dutch who placed 
six members on top, three each 
on May 30 and June 3. 

Makalu (8463ml 
Marc Batard claimed the first solo 
and first complete traverse of the 
mountain via the W Pillar and 
descent of the normal NW Ridge. 
This was a remarkable 
achievement, although the solo 
claim is debatable since two 
Nepalese helped him carry ropes 
to the bottom of the pillar which 
he then fixed for 2000m before 
making the summit push on April 
26. He also had the assistance of 
German and Italian route markers 
on the NW side during the 
descent. Batard reached the 
German Base Camp in time for 
breakfast on the 28th. The other 
two teams failed to reach the 
summit. (Batard is planning a 
"race" up Everest later this year. 
With Sungdare of five ascents 
fame, he hopes to climb Everest 
up and down within 24 hours 
using a previously prepared S. 
Col route.) 

Erhard Loretan and Jean 
Troillet were planning an alpine 
style ascent of the W Face, but 
unfortunately Troillet broke his 
ankle during the walk in and the 
team retired . 

Chamlang (7319ml 
A team of Dutch women led by 
Frederike Bloemers made an 
ascent of the E Peak via the N 
Face/NE Ridge. The summit was 
reached on May 1 0 by Gerda de 
Groene, Marjolein Meere and 
Janka van Leeuwen, and by 
Bloemers and Myra de Rooy on 
the following day. 



Kangchenjunga (8586m) 
Peter Habeler of Austria returned 
to the Himalaya to make an alpine 
style oxygen less ascent of the N 
Ridge with two companions, 
Carlos Buhler (US) and Martin 
Zabaleta (Spain). They started up 
the Messner Route, then headed 
left to join the British Route, 
reaching the summit as the 
weather broke on May 3. An epic 
descent followed in deep snow 
and avalanche conditions. Buhler 
later said they only just managed 
to get down before continuous 
heavy snow would have left them 
stranded on the mountain. 

A 21 member Indian civilian 
expedition attempted the 
mountain from Nepal because it 
is closed to non-army personnel 
from Sikkim. They failed at 8450m 
on the normal SW Face, but 
deputy leader Sanjay Bo role died 
in the attempt. 

M anaslu (8163m) 
A Swiss expedition made an 
ascent via the E Ridge/NE Face 
with three members, Beda Fuster, 
Richard Ott and Ursula Huber, the 
first Swiss lady to climb an 
8000er, reaching the top on May 
1. Italian and Polish/American 
teams on the NE Face failed. 

Annapurna 1 (8091 m) 
The Quota 8000 team, now 
renamed Esprit d'Equipe and led 
by Benoit Chamoux, moved to the 
Himalaya this year and made an 
ascent of the 1970 British Route 
on the S Face of Annapurna 1. The 
route was fixed in stages and the 
summit reached entirely without 
oxygen by Chamoux, Nicolas 
Campredon (Fr), Sor Dorotei (It) 
and Josef Rakoncaj (Czech) on 
May 10. 

Churen Himal East (7371 m) 
AS Korean expedition led by Jee 
Hoon Gu made the second ascent 
of this peak, climbing the SE Face! 
SW Ridge. Shin Jang Seop and 
Lee Heung Sik reached the top on 
May 7. One member, Kwon Dae 
Sik, was killed in a fall on April 11. 

SOVIET UNION 
A number of good winter ascents 
took place during the past year in 
the Pamirs. After first winter 
ascents of Pik Kommunizma 
(7483m) and Pik Korzhenevskoy 
two years ago, attention this year 
turned to the last of the 7000ers 
on the Soviet side of the range 
without a winter ascent, Pik 
Lenina (7134m). A 22 member 
team from Leningrad started up 
the N Face in mid January and 
after placing three camps in snow 
holes, eventually reached the 
summit on the 30th. 

More impressive was a new 
route on the S Face of Pik 
Kommunizma climbed alpine 
style by four members of a 
Moscow team led by N. Petrov 
during the summer of 1987. Over 
nine days, the team climbed 

difficult ground, starting trom the 
Kustovski Route and then 
traversing right to reach the crux 
sections of the Onishchenko 
Route. The summit was reached 
on July 30. 

The Soviets have also held the 
first winter meet in the Tien Shan, 
climbing a total of 118 routes 
during February. The best route 
appears to have been a central 
buttress of the N Face of Talgar 
(4973m). We all await the days 
when glasnost will allow western 
climbers easy access to the many 
climbing areas in the vast ranges 
of the east of the USSR. 

INDIA 
Shivling (6543m) 
A major new route last year on 
the N Face of Shivling has been 
largely overlooked by the climbing 
media. A team of 
Czechoslovakians led by Joesef 
Ruzicka set up Base Camp at 
Tapovan on August 18 and on 
August 26, two members, Karel 
Jakes and German Erik Henseleit 
made an acclimatisation ascent 
of the W Ridge. Henseleit was 
killed during the descent when an 
old abseil rope broke. 

This did not deter the rest of the 
team who fixed the W Ridge 
before three members, Branislav 
Adamec, Pavel Rajf and Jiri 
Svejda turned their attention to 
the main objective. They took a 
direct line to the summit, 
following the couloir climbed by 
the French during their 1985 
attempt. They then climbed very 
steep mixed ground above and 
exited up a dangerously rotten 
chimney leading to the summit 
cone. The 50 pitch route was 
climbed over four days, 
September 12-16, with the 
hardest pitches given alpine 5+ . 

PAKISTAN 
Another unreported story from 
last year was that of a low cost 
visit by Americans Phil Powers, 
Greg Collins, Tony Jewell and 
Tom Walter to trekking peaks on 
the Biafo Glacier at about the 
same time Steve Venables was 
active in the area (see Mountain 
119) . The first pair climbed the W 
Edge of Lukpilla Brak (5380m) in 
four days and graded it US VI 5.11 
A3. The other two made the first 
ascent of the Ogre Stump (5592m) 
by the W Prow, taking three days 
on the 21 pitch route grading it VI 
5.10 A2. Jewel commented, 
"these were the cleanest and 
most obvious rock lines we saw in 
the area", but there appears to be 
many more quality lines for small 
teams visiting the area . Jewell 
and Walter also did the 2nd ascent 
of Gama Sokha Lum bu via the NW 
Ridge. 
John Porter 

CORRESPONDENTS: Evans, 
Fanshawe, Hawley, Nyka, 
Powers, Tomazin, Venables and 
Walsh. 

UNITED STATES 

Paul Piana and Todd 

Skinner Free Salathe 

YOSEMITE 
Todd Skinner and Paul Pian a have 
recently made a successful 
attempt to free climb El Capitan 
via the Salathe Wall route. They 
topped out on June 16th. The 
route took a total of 36 days to 
complete, but following accepted 
Yosemite big wall style, they did 
the final free ascent with no fixed 
ropes from the ground to the top 
in eleven days. The Sa lathe, a 36 
pitch route, is the first route to be 
freed on El Capitan's imposing 
3,000 foot face. Skinner and Pian a, 
both old cowboys from Wyoming, 
rerated the Sa lathe from 5.12/A3 
to a free rating of 5.13b. In all, the 
two freed four pitches of 5.13 on 
the route. 

In a strange twist of fate, both 
climbers were nearly killed by a 
rockfall when hauling their bags 
to the top of the last technical 
pitch. The rock-fall, a masssive 
block, cut all of their ropes and 
sent all their gear 3,000 feet to the 
ground. Fortunately a ju mar 
attached just above where their 
back-up rope was chopped saved 
their lives. Despite extensive 
injuries sustained by both 
climbers in the accident, and no 
rescue in sight, the two were able 
to finish the route and descend 
via the East Ledges. Skinner 
suffered broken ribs and internal 
chest injuries and Piana a badly 
broken leg in the accident. 
Although both climbers are 
making a good recovery, the 
extent oftheir injuries means that 
their planned trip to Everest in the 
Autumn is now doubtful . 

The accident marred what is 
probably the greatest 
accomplishment in recent free 
climbing history. El Cap has been 
a much sought after goal by many 
of the world's top climbers. The 
last climbers to attempt a free 
ascent of El Capitan was a strong 
team of West Germans led by 
Stefan Glowacz last year. Stefan 
made two forays on to the Sa lathe 
in an attempt to free it, both 
unsuccessful. 

Bill Hatcher 

JOSHUA TREE 
New route activity has been 
intense in Joshua Tree this past 
season . Generally, the new routes 
have been of a very high standard 
and quality. Following is a selected 
overview of this season's 
highlights. 

More routes were squeezed out 
of the Hidden Valley Campground 
area, the best being those by Scott 
Cosgrove. Scott climbed two 
steep routes on the right hand 
side of the Baby Apes Wall: 
Apartheid (5 .12c), and Buffalo 
Soldier(5.12d); both are bolt 
protected. He also climbed the 25 
foot dihedral near The Chair, 
naming it Sun Bowl (5.13a/b) . 
Next, Cosgrove led an 
overhanging face near Barker 
Dam, Father Figure (5.13a) . 

Johnny Woodward led the nice, 
brown face left of 29 Palms, 
Ouickstone (5.12b). In addition to 
bolt protection, this route sports 
some micro RP placements. 
Woodward also top-roped the 
fine North Face of Headstone 
Rock at 5.12b. 

Ron Kauk managed the first top 
rope ascent of Brown Out (5.12d). 
Kauk also made the second ascent 
of Hold Your Fire (5.13a), a short 
route first climbed by Kurt Smith. 
Kurt's best route this year was 
probably Duncecap (5.13b), a 50 
foot route on the slightly 
overhanging south face of Cap 
Rock. Smith also led the popular 
top rope problem, Bikini Whale 
(5.12b), by adding three bolts. The 
Persian Room (5.13a) was top
roped by the "visiting Arizona 
climber" Dick Cilley. This route is 
at the base of the Blob formation. 
Also around Hidden Valley, Bob 
Gaines established a ton of new 
routes. 

In the Wonderland of Rocks, 
Randy Leavitt climbed many new 
routes, mostly hard classics. 
Dihedralman (5.13b) climbs the 
very overhung dihedral and roof 
on the Guardhouse formation. 
Nearby in the Homestead, Leavitt 
led the awesome Thrill of Desire 
(5.12c), an overhanging stemming 
corner with a thousand moves. 
This route was to be his season's 
project, as it looks like 5.13+. 
Actually the climb went much 
faster and easier than expected. 
On the Ivory Tower, he led a 
spectacular route called The 
Powers That Be (5.13a). Below 
that, Leavitt led an extremely 
overhanging face that features 
dynamic moves between 
underclings and sidepulls - what 
else could it be called but 
Pumping Hate (5.13a)? Earlier in 
the season, Leavitt and Paul 
Schweizer climbed Existential 
Decay (5.12d) to the right of 
Nihilistic Pillar. The same pair also 
climbed the nearby Slaves of 
Fashion (5.12b), an overhanging 
finger crack on Punk Rock. Near 
the Big Horn Mating Grotto, 
Leavitt, Mike Geller and Mike 
Schauer climbed an arete up a 
classic pinnacle called The 
Podium (5.10b). Soon after, this 
had a second ascent by Brian 
Bailey and Scott Hollander. They 
predicted that it will be a future 
classic. 

Just above Slaves of Fashion, 
Bombs Over Libya (5.12a) was 
climbed by Mike Lechlinsky, Tim 
Gilje, John "Yabo" Yablonski, and 
Mari Gingery. It is a fine and 
imposing route. They also 
climbed the arete left of the 
Equinox called Elephant Walk 
(5.11d). 

In the Virgin Islands area, Tim 
Wagner and Paul Schweizer led a 
stunning bolt protected face, 
D1c_tators of Anarchy (5.12c), 
which takes an overhanging arete 
to the left of Human Sacrifice. 
Soon after this route had a second 
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Opposite Page: Brian Bailey 
making the second ascent of 
The Podium (5. 10b), Big Horn 
Mating Grotto, Joshua Tree. 
Photo: Scott Hollander. 

ascent by Lechlinsky and Gilje. 
Schweizer and Wagner also top 
roped the north east face of the 
boulder that houses the route 
called Krakatoa. Their route, Frat 
Boys In The Gym (5.11 c), climbs 
this overhanging face. 

Near Ellsmere Island, Mike Paul 
climbed the short but fine 
Badfinger(5.11 d finger crack). Not 
far away is a classic offwidth roof 
top rope problem, Leavittation 
(5.12a by Randy Leavitt), which 
uses hand/fist stacks and 
kneelocks to climb the 15 foot 
roof. Mike Paul also added Glory 
Road (5.12a) to the left of Coarse 
and Buggy. 

Near Saddle Rocks, the two fine 
routes Money For Nothing (5.12b/ 
c) and Chicks For Free (5.12b/c) 
were led respectively by Tom 
Herbert and Kurt Smith. On South 
Astra Dome, Troy Mayr led a fine 
face route called Mamunia. Troy 
rated it 5.13a, but when Scott 
Cosgrove did the second ascent it 
was thought to be 5.12b. Mayr 
teamed up with Charles Cole for 
one of the most amusing bits of 
climbing . In an effort by these two 
to obey the letter (not the spirit) of 
the "put-bolts-in-from-the
ground-up" law, on arrival at the 
drilling stance, the Bosch would 
be lowered to the leader. This 
approach borders on genius and 
trickery, but mostly genius with a 
twist of humour. 
Randy Leavitt 

BRITISH ISLES 

NORTH WALES 
As Mountain goes to press, news 
reaches us of two disturbing 
developments at the forefront of 
Welsh rock climbing. Firstly, Paul 
Pritchard has placed a bolt on the 
right wall of Cenotaph Corner on 
the Cromlech, to enable him to 
climb a more direct finish to Lord 
of the Flies. Pritchard is reported 
to have been " hungry" for this 
line for some time. 

Secondly, this time on Cloggy, 
John Redhead has painted a 
mural , in acrylics, in the centre of 
Great Wall, on or around the site 
of the recent flake removal. 
Evidently this work is visible from 
some distance on the walk in to 
the crag. 

More details and comment will 
appear in Mountain 123. 

LAKE DISTRICT 
An updated and revised edition of 
the Scafell /Dow/Esk guide is now 
available. Future Fell and Rock 
Guidebooks are Pillar/Gable 
(1988/89) and Langdale (1989) . 
After a disappointing winter, th e 
fine early summer has seen a 
spate of activity, especially in 
Ennerdale. The biggest 
controversy for many years, 
sparked by the use of chipped 
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Cromlech Defaced, Graffiti on Cloggy 

Competition Route in Lakes 

holds, is breaking at this moment, 
full details later .. . 

Pillar/Gable 
This normally quiet backwater 
has provided rich pickings for 
those teams brave enough to 
endure the long approach walks 
to the crags. On Pillar, Jim 
Loxham (the guidebook writer) 
followed Peter Botterill up a line 
on the left hand side of the Black 
Widow Wal/at E1, and also added 
a route up the arete right of 
Thanatosat E1 5b. Bob Wightman 
and Al Phizacklea climbed the 
steep arete to the left of Vishnu to 
give Pauli 's Exclusion Principle 
(E3 5c, 5a) and then Phizacklea 
climbed a fine direct line up the 
wall crossed by the Appian Wayto 
give The Terrorist (E2 5b). 

Loxham has also soloed several 
lines on Black Crag in Windgap 
Cove. On the lower tier he added a 
pleasant VS 4b slab to the right of 
Lower Slabs Climb, which was 
later given a direct finish at 4c by 
Phizacklea. He also climbed a 
slabby ramp to the left of Ode to 
Bobyat HVS 4c. Wightman and 
Phizacklea climbed the mossy 
corner to its immediate right and 
an overhanging crack to finish at 
HVS 5a. On Cove Crag, which lies 
to the right and lower than Black 
Crag, Phizacklea added two lines 
on these excellent slabby rocks: 
Prophylactics (Severe) climbs up 
to the left and No Ewe Turns (HS) 
climbs the centre of the slabs 
direct. 

Haskett Buttress (a long 
neglected crag in Mirklin Cove) 
was given the treatment by 
Phizacklea and Wightman who 
added four fine routes on the 
immaculate South West Face. The 
Dexterous Shuffle (E1 5b) 
traverses above the obvious roof 
from the left to gain the central 
crack line, while the thin crack to 
the right of the roof gave 
Wightman The Dipso 
Somnambulist at E2 5b . The steep 
wall to the right of this was 
climbed at E1 5b to give 
Deleterious Sting, and the ramp 
line which converges from the 
right became Lactylic Springald 
(in case you ' re wondering , these 
strange names are maintaining a 
trend set by the original pioneer of 
the crag , D. N. Greenop, who 
started this eccentric tradition) . 

In Overbeck, a small side vall ey 
to Wasdale, Bill Pattison and 
friends have been developing 
Gosforth Crag, and have 
produced eight or nine middle 
grade routes. Dave Kirby and 
Penny Melville later swept up a 
couple of harder lines (around 
E2), but no further details are 
available. 

On Gable Crag , Colin Downer 
added a companion route to 
Dream Twister (on the Engineers 
Slab Wall), called Powderfinger, 
at E3 6a; he reckons that these two 
routes are the best new lines that 
he has ever established. On the 

right of the crag Phizacklea and 
Wightman climbed Smaug (HVS 
5a, 5b, 4c) which ascends a series 
of cracks and ribs right of 
Smuggler's Chimney, and The 
Gable End (VS 4b) to the right of 
Prayer Mat Buttress. 

The Napes side of Great Gable 
has provided some good lines 
over the past year. Phizacklea and 
Tony Green bank climbed 
Tormentor (E4 6a) which takes a 
thin direct line through Time and 
Place on the flank of Arrowhead 
Ridge. The rounded buttress 
higher up the same gully (Cutlass 
Ridge) gave a direct line up its left
hand side to give Burun 
Buchstansangur (E2 5b) to 
Phizacklea and Wightman. The rib 
and thin crack to the right of 
Alligator Crawl was climbed by 
Pete Long and Terry Parkerto give 
the pleasant Amos Moses (E1 4c, 
5b) and round to the right of 
Lucifer Crack, Phizacklea and 
John Lockley and Tony 
Greenbank climbed the tricky little 
Hell Raiser (E2 5c) . 

Buttermere/Eastern Fells Area 
Mike Lynch, Brian McKinley and 
John Martindale visited Grey 
Crag in Buttermere, where they 
added Dexterity (HVS 5a) up the 
crack in the pillar right of Dexter 
Wall. The major route in the 
Eastern Fells is on Dove Crag, 
where Martin Berzins and Neil 
Foster climbed Bucket City, a 
sustained route starting up the 
original line of North Buttress 
before finishing left of Fear and 
Fascination. This original aided 
start had been free-climbed by 
Berzins and Allan Manson some 
weeks previously at E5 6b, but this 
direct finish, despite being on 
good holds, pushes up the grade 
to E6. 

On Gouther Crag in Swindale, 
Bob Wightman and Alan 
Rowntree climbed a super-direct 
on Bloodhound, called 
Bloodletting, at E3 5c. Down in 
Kentmere, John and K. Daly have 
been developing Calf Howe Crag, 
which lies just up the valley from 
lving Scar. They added a dozen 
routes ranging from VS to E2, but 
the hardest line, taking the prow, 
was led by Keith Phizacklea to 
give Resurrection at E3/4 6a. Full 
details are available in the new 
routes book at Rock and Run. 

Borrowdale 
Several major lines were left 
unreported from last year on 
Reecastle Crag . Paul Ingham 
continued his development by 
adding Remission to the left of 
Penal Servitude and a line to the 
left of Daylight Robbert, which I 
think ir called Grevious Bodily 
Arm. Apologies to Paul if I have 
got that wrong, but both ,J:hese 
line5 give fingery climbing at the 
E5/6 6b grade. Paul Cornforth 
climbed the steep twin cracks just 
right of Executioner to produce 
Torture Board, which weighs in 

around the E6 6b grade. 
Down on Long band Crag, Andy 

Jones and Bill Hannah climbed 
The Mastercraftsman (E5 6b) 
which takes the obvious slim 
groove right of Masochist. Jones 
also added TheApprentice(E36a) 
between The Craftsman and The 
Technician with Sue Mackay. 

On Cam Crag in Longsleddale, 
Kit Wilkinson found Cam Crag 
Crack (E4 6a) which takes the 
crack up the left-hand end of the 
obvious roof and also 'Arry 
'Ardnose(E2 5b) which climbs the 
crack in the lower left outcrop. 
Stuart Miller has freed the old aid 
climb Via Roof Route on Goat 
Crag South at E3 6a to give Cry 
Freedom. He was partnered by 
Jim Beveridge and Dez Johnson. 
Miller also added Well Heeled (E2 
5b) up the groove on the left of the 
roof with Johnson, and with Bill 
Young he girdled the crag above 
the overhang to give African Skies 
(E1 5b). 

The National Trust Crags 
provided Kit Wilkinson and Miller 
with a couple of lines: This Little 
Piggy climbs the slanting crack 
left of I Need a Hero at E2 5c, and 
they girdled the crag at E1 5c to 
show their basic requirements of 
life with Beer and Sex and Chips 
and Gravy. Wilkinson and Stuart 
Holmes also added Charlie the 
Chicken Farmer (E2 5c) up the 
crack which pulls over the roof of 
Wild Boys. 

Ray Parker and Geoff Brown 
proved that Shepherds Crag has 
not fully evolved into an 
overworked crag by adding 
Evolution (E2 5c) up a gap in the 
wall right of Conclusion. Also in 
Borrowdale, Tony Mitchell can 
take credit for the first red point 
ascent of the classic Hell's Wall, 
closely beating Paul Ingham to it
but Ingham also repeated 
Exclamation at Shepherds. 

Langdale 
It is very quiet in this valley-which 
seems to indicate that there's a lot 
of secret activity going on! On 
Pavey, Berzins and Manson 
plugged the wall left of Eclipse 
and Sixpence at E5 6a - Berzins 
reports that the crux, which is a 
dyno for a hold, twelve feet from 
the belay without runners, is " a bit 
hairy" . Berzins has also replaced 
the cracked pegs on Centrefold, 
which should make life a little 
more comfortable on that wall. 

Scafell/Dow/Eskdale 
The Duddon Valley is still 
providing some good little routes; 
on Far Hill crag, Bob Wightman 
and Al Phizacklea climbed 
Machiavellian Paragon (E4 6a) up 
the shallow depression left of 
Lagonda, and the obvious central 
corner fell at E3 6a to give Shining 
in the Rain. The small outcrop 
down by the tarn gave Phizacklea 
a line up the left wall, above the 
Snotty Emissions, called Bogie 
Man (E3 6a), then Wightman led 
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Speed Climbing Comes to 
Malham Despite Protests 
the th in crack up the centre of Foss 
How Crag (half mile south of 
Burnt Crag) at E3 6b to give May 
the Foss Be With You. 

Al Rowntree and Dave Seddon 
followed Bob up two short routes 
on the crag on the opposite bank 
of the river to Tower of Flints. The 
left-hand side of the pillar was 
climbed at E1 5b to give A Quick 
One, and the smooth slab to its 
left was called Ripples (E2 5b). On 
Demming Crag, Eskdale, 
Phizacklea and Andrew 
Brewerton climbed the wall left of 
Barbarian to produce The Hoare 
(E1 5b). The crack and left
trending rib to the left of Rebel 
Crack became The Golden 
Shower(HVS 5b, 4b) and the slabs 
off to the right of Finale Slab went 
at a modest V. Diff to give Firkin 
Phil. 

Paul Ingham and Paul Cornforth 
climbed the steep wall left of 
Violation at Tilberthwaite Quarry 
at E6 6c, a desperate problem that 
gave Ingham several scary 25 foot 
falls. Across in Black Hole 
(Cathedral) Quarry, Roger 
Brookes and Martin Dale added 
tw o fine routes, one climbs the 
ramp left of Going Underground 
at E3 6a, and the other takes an 
impressive line of grooves to the 
right at E4 6a. It is unfortunate that 
this activity has been 
overshadowed by the chipping 
dispute that came to a head here. 
Chipped Holds Plague 
The problem of chipped holds 
goes back a long way into history 
- the first recorded use being by 
Dr. Collier, who hacked out the 
notorious "Collie Step" in Moss 
Ghyll , Scafell, on Boxing Day 
1892. Other incidents have · 
provoked much controversy, but 
the hammer first came into 
widespread use in 1980 at Hodge 
Close Quarry, where the very 
nature of the rock meant that 
loose flakes had to be removed in 
order to get down to a sound 
base. There is no denying the fact 
that every route here is a resu It of 
the hammer - but no actual 
chiselling was done until 1987 
when Paul Cornforth chipped 
Dogfight at Virgin Massacre Creek 
up a smooth vertical wall. This 
created a route out of nothing -
where no climb could possibly 
exist - and it was condoned by 
local climbers, but the Fell and 
Rock called it "a blatant act of 
chipping/vandalism unwanted 
and unprecedented in the Lake 
District" (1988 Guide) . 

Chipping first spread to the 
Main Wall of Hodge Close, when 
Jim Bird climbed a route between 
Malice in Wonderland and Behind 
the Lines, taking an obvious 
speckled slab that was clearly too 
hard for other interested local 
climbers. Bird chipped three 
holds on the crux, reducing the 
grade to 6b, and destroying what 
would have been a superb and 
very hard smear problem . 

The whole affair came to the 
boil when John Dunne drilled 
around 30 large holds and finger 
pockets up the smooth slab at the 
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back of Black Hole Quarry. What 
rea lly embittered the majority of 
loca l climbers was that they 
weren't intended for a hard and 
technical route - they were 
created purely for a televised 
speed climbing contest which 
would have given the participants 
a con.;iderable financial gain. The 
who le issue had blown 
completely out of proportion - for 
what? No-one can justify this 
scale of criminal damage to the 
rock-not under any 
circumstances. A comparable 
situation could occur if Joe Soap 
decides to chisel out a line of 
buckets up the North Buttress of 
Kilnsey- and what is there to stop 
him doing that? 

This whole damned issue of 
chipping has got to stop - this is 
why Rob Knight, Bob Wightman 
and myself filled in Dunne's, 
Bird's and Cornforth's holds with 
cement. This was a regrettable 
action - but Dunne's attitude was 
if the Lakes lads are allowed to 
chip holds, then it's a free-for-all 
for anyone to do the same. It 
wouldn't have helped the 
situation if we had shown 
favouritism to the locals by 
leaving the holds at Hodge Close
it was all or nothing. We mean no 
animosity or resentment to 
anybody, but this sort of blatant 
destruction of the climbing 
environment must come to an 
end. 
Al Phizacklea 

YORKSHIRE 
Controversy and Gritstone 
John Dunne and friends have 
added new permanent stains to 
the inverted toilet-bowl walls of 
Malham's lower central wall. 
Dunne climbed the line next to 
Zoolook (bolted and being 
attempted by Steve Rhodes) -
Predator (E7 6c). Pete Gomersall 
added a direct start to Baboo 
Baboo at E7 6c while Mick Lovatt 
did the same above the finish of 
New Dawn. All these routes were 
somewhat eclipsed by Mark 
Leach 's free ascent of Controversy 
(E9 7a) which must be one of the 
hardest climbs in the country. 

The same group of climbers 
also staged and filmed a speed 
contest on New Dawn. Despite 
protests from a wide range of 
climbers, the B.M.C., the 
landowner and the National Park, 
the six climbers competed in 
conditions of secrecy for the 
princely sum of fifty pounds, the 
winner being solemnly applauded 
by only his fellow competitors. 
The "event " has aroused feelings 
of disgust in Yorkshire. No 
thought appears to have been 
given to the long-term 
consequences of this action . 

The controversy moved over to 
Kilnsey when Dunne climbed a 
line being worked on by Mick 
Ryan to the left of Hedonist. Ryan, 
who had climbed the route (E6 
6b) with some aid, was 
unde·rstandably upset when 
Dunne sneaked in before he could 
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BMC Embraces Competitions 

Competitions : A Statement From 
The BMC 
The British Mountaineering 
Council has a policy of positive 
support for organised climbing 
competitions on artificial 
structures. At a meeting in June 
of the Council's Management 
Committee, a motion was passed 
to th is effect and the BMC is at 
present setting up the machinery 
to develop and control this 
activity. The move came at a time 
when a body calling itself ISCA 
was attempting to organise and 
stage outdoor com petition events 
with TV coverage. 

The BMC will work with the 
UIAA in finalising the rules and 
regulations governing these 
events and so Britain will become 
part of the proposed world "grand 
prix" circuit . Whilst embracing 
competitions on artificial 
structures, the BMC is at pains to 
oppose events on natural or 
quarried sites. Outdoor climbing 
competitions would result in 
environmental damage and 
access difficulties which would 
affect the vast majority of 
climbers and hill walkers against 
their wishes. 

At this juncture the BMC feels it 
must register its concern that this 
development should not be 
al lowed to affect adversely the 
future development of climbing . 
Free rock climbing has a long 
history in this country, and the 
BMC is concerned that 
competitions should not be 
presented in a way which might 

manage a free ascent. When 
Martin Berzins attempted a 
boltless ascent he was told by 
Dunne that "the bolts had better 
not be removed ". The wheel has 
now turned full circle on Yorkshire 
limestone climbing in that bolts 
now appear to be the norm, even 
when they are close to perfect nut 
and Friend placements. 

Also at Kilnsey, Craig "Loads of 
Lycra" Smith climbed Let Them 
Eat Jelly Beans (E6 6c) just to the 
right of the Bulge. The ascent 
sported a tiny controversy as the 
belay of Nerve Ending was 
apparently used for a shoe-shine 
in wet conditions. Needless to say 
there was no need for this when 
dry conditions provided for the 
repeat ascents by Dunne and 
Dougie Hall. Mark Leach also 
repeated The Thumb on his third 
attempt! 

Also at Kilnsey the oft-mooted 
traverse under the left side of the 
main overhang was Make or 
Break (E5 6a) for Martin Berzins, 
Al Manson and Steve Rhodes . The 
same climbers have also been 
responsible for a number of 
routes at Brimham. Manson led 
Sows That (E5 6a) above Pig 
Traverse while Berzins led Reach 
for the Sty (E5 6b) just to its left, 
both routes being top-roped first. 

Steve Rhodes has climbea a 
number of lines during work for 
the guide book. Mae West 's Rib 
(E4 6b) is to the left of Hourglass 

damage established traditions. 
Certain practices that might be 
expedient or necessary to stage 
competitions should not become 
the norm on natural cliffs or 
quarries. For instance bolts would 
be necessary to avoid injury to 
competitors - such a universal 
need for totally safe protection is 
not a part of the British climbing 
ethic. 

ISCA made attempts in May to 
organise, at two separate 
locations - Malham Cove and 
Cathedral Quarry - speed 
climbing competitions for 
television coverage . Through 
approaches to the National Park 
Authority, the Nature 
Conservancy Council (Malham is 
an SSSI), the National Trust and 
the Safety Officers of the BBC, the 
BMC managed to prevent these 
events from taking place. 
However ICSA on the 25th May 
ran a "promotional" competition 
and made a video of the six 
competitors in action for use in 
attracting future TV interest. ISCA 
seem intent on organising 
another outdoor competition . 

It is clear that the ISCA, and 
John Dunne in particular, have 
made themselves extremely 
unpopular. This and the fact that 
the venue for the promotional 
event was kept a closely guarded 
secret to avoid potential sabotage 
only highlights the strength of 
opposition to ISCA's actions from 
the main climbing populace. 
Andy Fanshawe 
BMC National Officer 

Chimney while Take No Notice 
(E4 6b) is left of Notice Board 
Crack. 

Rhodes led the noticeable line 
up the pinnacle across the track 
from Roadside Crack, Cocoa Club 
Board Meeting (E5 6b), the 
noticeboard proving the key to 
success. 

Paul Greenland had A Brush 
with the Law (E5 6a) up the left 
side of the prow left of Constrictor 
Chimney. Caley Crag has also 
seen activity. Graham Desroy led 
the wall right of Quark (Charm -
E5 6b/c) after top-rope practice 
and John Dunne climbed the very 
problematic arete right of the 
Great Flake to give Nothing 's Safe 
(E4 7a). 

The pocketed wall at the right 
end of Crookrise is Chris 
Sowden's P1(E46a) while a route 
to its left was climbed by Tony 
Burnell at E3. Sowden also led 
two routes left of Agag: 
Evergreen (E3 6b) is the arete 
while Greenland (E3 6b) is the 
crack to the right . 

At nearby Eastby, below and 
right of Block Buttress, is a steep 
wall with a crack (Defective Too 
Early [E4 6b]) and an arete (Easy 
Touch [E4 6a]), both by Derek 
Hargreaves. Finally the front of 
the pulpit at Almscliffe was felt by 
Jerry Peel to be E3 6b despite Al 
Says 6a. 

Martin Berzins 



SPAIN 

Picos Threat Update 

Picos de Europa - Developments 
1987-8 
In the summer of 1986 a campaign 
organised by the Colectivo 
Montafiero por la Defensa de los 
Picosdefuropawassuccessful in 
halting various schemes (see 
Mountain 107) for mass tourism 
in the range, though the Colectivo 
was always aware that what had 
been won was postponement and 
that the three regional 
governments involved (Asturias, 
Cantabria and Castilla-Leon) 
would make further attempts at 
forcing through their schemes 
(see Mountain 112). 

In 1987 little of any apparent 
significance happened, though 
there was every indication that 
things were being done beyond 
the range of "prying " eyes. 
Events in the autumn of 1987 and 
the early spring of 1988 did raise a 
glimmer of hope amongst those 
watching the situation , but this 
was quickly dashed by the news 
that the Asturian Regional 
Government was once again 
considering the telepherique 
system based on Bulnes. The 
following is a summary of the 
present situation : 

In 1986 the Ministerio de 
Transportes, Turismo y 
Comunicaciones (of the Central 
Government in Madrid) completed 
a detailed study of the tourist 
development of the Picas de 
Europa. In May 1987, lngeneria 
75, on behalf of the Asturian 
Regional Government, concluded 
a separate study on the same 
subject, though limited to the 
Asturian sector. Both studies 
reject any form of tourism which 
might damage the high mountain 
terrain, including telepheriques, 
new tracks and new paths. Both 
reports propose that all tourist 
developments should be limited 
to the surrounding valleys. 

During the summers of 1986 
and 1987 CANTUR, the company 
operating the telepherique at 
Fuente De, renovated the hut in 
Aliva, raising it to hotel standard, 
with a power supply being brought 
in by overhead cables. In the same 
period CANTUR put forward 
separate proposals for: i) enlarging 
the present telepherique ; ii) 
building a separate telepherique 
to the summit of La Padiorna ; 
iii) extending the present 
telepherique to the Collado de los 
Horcados Rojos. 

During the autumn of 1987 the 
Asturian government went ahead 
with work on a 6m wide track from 
Sotres to the Pandebano col in 
the Central Massif. The 
characteristics of this track in no 
way respond to its supposed 
purpose : to facilitate access to 
mountain pastures for agricultural 
reasons. There are strong 
indications that the real purpose 
of this track is to facilitate the 
access of the heavy machinery 
necessary for the building of the 
upper telepherique station at 
Pandebano. 

In Autumn 1987 the Regional 
Government of Cantabria 

proposed the figure of " Parque 
Natural " for the areas not 
included in the Western Massif 
which is a National Park. This 
proposal was accepted by all 
three regional governments 
(Asturias, Cantabria and Castilla
Leon) in February 1988, when a 
commission was formed to 
coordinate future developments 
in the 'Picas'. The preparation of a 
third study of tourist development 
in the Picas de Europa was also 
agreed to. 

In February 1988 the Asturian 
government again showed 
considerable interest in 
constructing the triple 
telepherique based on the village 
of Bulnes (Central Massif), a 
project rejected two years ago 
both by the villagers and the local 
council. The latter, in a recent 
sudden change, now formally 
request the telepherique system, 
expressly against the villagers ' 
will, which has always been in 
favour of a road. The people of 
Bu Ines claim that the telepherique, 
clearly contradictory to the 
content of both oft he two existing 
studies, does not solve the basic 
problem of communicating the 
village. 

From the above, it would 
appear that all three regional 
governments are seeking to 
promote large-scale tourism in 
the Picas at all costs. Only this 
would explain the rapid, positive 
response the Astu rian 
government has shown to fresh 
proposals for telepheriques. 

Similarly, with the third study 
the three governments are 
looking for a technical basis on 
which to justify this exploitation 
whilst at the same time to 
contradict the two previous 
studies. In a recent public debate 
between mountaineers and local 
government representatives, the 
director of lngeneria 75 openly 
denounced the restraints and pre
conditions the Asturian 
government imposed on his 
group both before and during 
their work. One such pre
condition was the acceptance of 
the jeep-track to Pandebano. 

The proposals for "Parque 
Natural " are merely a mask to 
cover the authorities' real 
intentions, some of which have 
already been accomplished. The 
Asturian government, for 
example, is to build three 
telepheriques in Somiedo, a 
mountain area they have just 
declared "Parque Natural " . It is 
probable, then, that when the new 
committee next meets to discuss 
the Bulnes project, they will agree 
to it, as well as to the proposal 
Castilla-Leon will make for a 
telepherique system based in 
Valdeon (Castilla-Leon), and 
going up to Collado Jermoso 
(2072m) . 

All, however, is not yet lost. The 
recent visit by Kurt Diem berger, 
on behalf of the " Mountain 
Wilderness" group, did a lot to 
orientate local mountaineers, 
whilst at the same time boosting 
the morale of those fighting the 

OBITUARY 

Mike Cheney 1928-1988 
Mike lies buried in the British 
Embassy cemetery in 
Kathmandu, not in the orderly 
rows of graves but under a tree 
with a fine view of the mountains. 
His death at age fifty-nine marks 
the passing of one of 
Kathmandu's long-time resident 
characters whose quirky sense of 
humour and individualism 
endeared him to all. 

Educated in England, Mike 
served as an officer in the 
Ghurkas, post war, before setting 
up as a successful tea planter in 
11am, eastern Nepal, during the 
late fifties . 

It was around this time that his 
health first failed him, and he 
made the move to Kathmandu 
where he gradually recovered. 

Here he began a new phase of 
his life working with Colonel 
Jimmy Roberts whose highly 
successful Mountain Travel 
company was to absorb him for 
the next ten years. 

Mike was to become the 
uncrowned king of the middle 
kingdom; its passes, people, 
valleys and villages became his 
stamping ground as he 
organised, researched or 
accompanied various treks or 
expeditions. The resulting 
intimate knowledge of all aspects 
of Nepal was shared unstintingly 
with all who cared to ask. 

In 1975 he was again taken 
seriously ill while managing base 
camp for the S. W. Face of Everest 
expedition . His handling of 
complex logistics had been a 
factor in that expedition's smooth 
surge up the mountain, still one of 
the fastest ascents from 
establishment of base camp to 
summit. 

Mike nearly died while being 
evacuated at the end of the 
expedition . Only his strength of 
will carried him through an 
arduous journey by yak and plane 
for treatment in London. 

Though left in chronic pain he 
gradually took up work when 
trekking and finally resumed 
ridinq his famous bicycle aqain . 

developments. Appearing in the 
local press and media, as well as 
participating in the 
aforementioned public debate, 
Diem berger left no doubt as to 
the attitude of world 
mountaineering towards the 
threat. Particularly memorable 
was his suggestion that the whole 
range should be turned into a 
"pedestrian precinct". The 
effectiveness of the idea was 
received very positively by those 
present at the debate, with the 
exception of the local 
governments' councillors. 

Quite by chance, Diemberger's 
visit coincided with a meeting in 
Oviedo of the UIAA executive 
committee. Sadly, their attempt 
at discussing the Picas problem 
was quickly t1aIted by the 
intervention of Fernando Munoz, 
the President of the Spanish 
Mountaineering Federation 

Mike Cheney. Photo: Duff. 

Having left Mountain Travel he 
was directing Sherpa Co-op for 
the next decade before setting up 
his last company in recent years, 
Treks and Expeditions Services. 

A devout Christian, Mike was 
essentially a lonely man who 
inspired respect and love ofthose 
who worked for him through his 
integrity and concern for their 
welfare. 

He lobbied tirelessly for porter 
insurance and ecological 
management plans and was 
instrumental in setting up the 
Himalayan Rescue Association. 
H.R.A. still disseminates 
information, provides doctors 
and encourages research into 
mountain ailments. 

Though not a climber himself 
Mike was an early advocate of the 
lightweight expedition and a 
regular contributor to the news 
columns of this magazine. 

His vast knowledge made a call 
at his office mandatory for all who 
wanted to keep abreast of the 
season's events and catch up on 
the Kathmandu gossip. 

It was perhaps fitting that a fall 
while trekking in Eastern Nepal 
contributed to his death at home 
on the night of 20th February. 

Kathmandu will seem that little 
bit emptier to those that knew 
him. 
Jim Duff 

(FEM), who argued that the issue 
had to be discussed nationally 
before the UIAA could take it up. 
For some reason he had forgotten 
the meeting on June 13, 1987 of 
the lnterterritorial Federative 
Commission ofthe FEM where, at 
the insistence of the Cantabrian 
Federation (FCM), the Picas 
developments were discussed, 
and where a vote rejecting such 
changes was passed unanimously. 
Inexplicably, that vote does not 
appear in the minutes of the 
meeting, which offer a very 
watered-down version of the real 
events. 

In short, despite the surface 
concern shown by the three 
regional governments for the 
conservation of nature, it would 
seem that the Pi cos de Europa are 
in more grave danger than ever. 

Robin Walker 
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FILM FESTIVALS 

Trento: Many People Come, 
Talking, Talking 
by Audrey Salkeld 

United Nations? Royal Robbins, Allen Steck, Jim Bridwell and Christophe Profit try to keep up with 
simultaneous translations during a Trento discussion. Much talk but little communication. 
Photo: Tonina Lucio. 

In this 36th year of the Festival of 
Mountain and Exploration Films 
in Trento, Northern Italy, almost a 
hundred films and video tapes 
were shown. They were not, of 
course, all documentaries and not 
all main-stream adventure; 
natural history and cultural films 
featured as well, especially those 
that record aspects of a vanishing 
Alpine way of life. The 
international 8-man jury was 
chaired by Hungarian film 
director, Miklos Jancso, and 
included Dennis Gray from 
Britain. 

Of two Gold Awards (or 
Gentians, as they are called at this 
festival), one went to The Bone 
Breaker's Mountain, Jeremy 
Bradshaw's excellent Survival
Anglia film about Lammergeiers 
in the Pyrenees (already seen of 
British television) and the other to 
a French feature film, La Face de 
/'Ogre (Face of the Ogre). A taut 
psychological drama directed by 
Bernard Gireaudeau, the story 
centres around two "climbing 
widows" waiting at the foot of an 
Eiger-type mountain for news of 
their men battling away on the 
face. One returns, one is lost, and 
both women have a lot of 
emotional coming-to-terms to do. 

Another feature film picked up 
one of the Silver Gentians; this 
was the Franco/Swiss 
contribution Si le Soleil ne 
Revenait Pas (If the Sun Never 
Returns) by Claude Goretta . 
Sometime around the turn of the 
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century an isolated alpine hamlet, 
cut off by winter snows, falls prey 
to mass hysteria when an old 
herbalist predicts that spring 
sunshine will never return to the 
valley. Despondency and terror 
spread with the enshrouding 
gloom, and the film explores the 
various ways villagers face a 
prospect of eternal darkness. 
Amid the canyons of banked 
snow, one young wife alone 
keeps faith, eventually leading a 
party up the mountainside to 
witness the return of light and 
hope. For the old man, however, 
the sun does not return - it was 
obviously his own death he had 
foreseen and he had 
misinterpreted the omen. 
Overlong at two hours, this was 
nevertheless a beautifully cast 
and photographed film with 
impeccable attention to period 
detail. If you could accept the 
gullibility of a simple and 
superstitious community, it 
worked extremely well . 

Another Silver Prize went to 
Phillippe Lallet's intriguing 
Bambous (Bamboo), in which 
French climber Isabelle Patissier 
climbs in Verdon, the Calanques, 
in competitions, then discovers a 
unique training facility in the 
bamboo scaffolding of high-rise 
Hong Kong. All provide 
spectacular backdrops to lyrical 
movement; a highly visual film 
with a commentary as vestigial as 
her bathing suit. 

Jean Afanassieff's Face Nord 
picked up the Silver Gentian for 
best 'mountain work'. It tells of an 
attempt by Eric Escoffier to climb 
Europe's three great north faces, 
one after the other, also in the 
Festival was Nicholas Philibert's 
Trilogie pour un Homme Seu/ 
showing Christophe Profit 
engaged in a similar quest. 
Although Profit successfully 
completed his trilogy, whereas 
Escoffier had to be pulled off just 
below the summit of his last peak, 
the Matterhorn, in the judges view 
this did not make it such a 
successful film . 

Gerhard Baur demonstrated his 
usual fine camerawork in Frei wie 
der Wind - Klettern an der 
Westlichen Zinne (Free as the 
Wind - Climbing on the Cima 
Ovest). A film made for Bavarian 
television, this included some 
parapenting and a fall sequence 
of sickening reality, and was 
another Silver Gentian winner. 

A dramatised life of Naomi 
Uemura, Uemura Naomi 
Monogatari by Junya Sato 
received one of the lesser prizes, 
the Carlo Mauri , while among 
noteworthy non-prizewinners 
were two interesting 
Czechoslovakian contributions. A 
short film by Karol Florean, Zivot 
na Lane (A Life in Ropes), profiles 
a group of friends who (a la Can
UK) repair and paint installations 
where it would be prohibitively 
expensive to erect scaffolding. 
They cling and clamber over radio 

masts and cooling towers - and 
then for relaxation, go climbing. 
Karel Vlicek's expedition spoof 
Mons Olympus Expedition 
features three characters making 
a hazardous climb over city 
rubbish tips and up the stairwell 
of an apartment block. The 
unexpected settings allow fun to 
be poked at standard expedition 
shots and situations, such as 
women porters carrying loads 
while men stroll with umbrellas, 
and the view of 'crevasse' 
crossing from down the hole, etc. 
One wonders idly whose flat was 
used for pegging across the 
ceiling, but the most enduring 
image in the film was the climber 
who drank two pints of beer 
without taking his fag out of his 
mouth. 

Incest in high mountains was 
the subject of Fredi Murer's 
Hohenfeuer. Teenaged brother 
and sister, brought up by elderly 
parents on a remote alpine farm 
are thrown even closer together 
by the boy's deafness and 
emotional disturbance. His sister 
is the only one who can calm and 
communicate with him. It is 
almost inevitable that they should 
become lovers, but when the girl 
confesses pregnancy, the father 
takes his shotgun to the pair. In a 
struggle the old man is killed, at 
which the mother too promptly 
dies of shock. It being bleak 
midwinter, the young couple can 
only pop their parents in a 
snowdrift and await an uncertain 
spring. The film fades with the 
macabre image of deep-frozen 
old folk, surrounded by flickering 
candles, their faces uncovered 
and staring out of the snow. 
Berg der Berge - Matterhorn 
(Matterhorn, Mountain of 
Mountains) is Lothar Brandler's 
wry look at what the Matterhorn 
means to all those trippers and 
crappers that swarm its slopes 
every year. In Rescuing Everest 
(Jack Micay, Canada), young 
Sherpa Mingma Norbu goes to 
Manitoba University to study 
forestry and park management, 
with which knowledge he hopes 
to stem and repair the disastrous 
deforestation that tourism has 
brought to Nepal. An imaginary 
dialogue between the Duke of 
Abruzzi and a modern climber, 
spoken over archive film, makes 
for an interesting short from 
Simonetta Lombardo of Italy 
(Himalaya, Uomini Dei.) It is an 
idea that could well be developed 
around other subjects and 
characters. Nomades de la 
Vertica/e by Denis Ducroz shows 
French and Bedouin climbers in 
the Wadi Rum Desert of South 
Jordan. Eskimo-Spiele is a good
fun film by Hans Henn of W 
Germany - the Eskimo answer to 
the Olympic Games. 

There were skiing films 
(including Monomania by Michel 
Torend), sailing films (Cousteau's 
Cape Horn : Waters of the Wind), 
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Left: The remarkable Bruno Detassis, tiger of the mid-Thirties Dolomites. Right: Isabelle Patissier poles apart in Hong Kong, a scene from award 
winning film Bambous by Phillippe Lal/et. 

and plenty of parapente and 
skydiving films (Philippe 
Bernard's zany Super-Max and 
the Zugspitze film Gegenwind, 
Leo Dickinson's The Right Wally, 
a collection of Keatonesque 
freefall sketches, and Norman 
Kent's From Wings Came Flight 
which introduces synchronised 
aerial dancing); also Jean 
Afanassieff's multi-discipline film 
Descentes featuring Jean-Marc 
Boivin. An award went to a film 
about the hair-raising shoot down 
Pyreneen rapids on mini-rafts (Rio 
Loco - le Torrent Fou, Crazy 
Torrent, by Martin Figere of 
France). There were three films of 
kayaking in South America, and 
two caving entries. 

The festival was celebrating an 
environmental theme, which was 
reflected in the various fringe 
events . It was no surprise 
therefore that two of the main 
awards went to films with an 
environmental emphasis, as did 
the literature prize associated 
with the festival. What was 
interesting was to see so many 
feature films and two among the 
major prizewinners. Apart from 
these, awards were distributed to 
films that were simple in plot, fast
moving and essentially visual -
the ideal film, in fact, for a multi
lingual jury (and audience) to 
whom talking heads present 
problems. Films with an 
investigative or reflective 
approach do start with a 
disadvantage here. Above all, 
when working through a mass of 
material, the quality appreciated 
above all is brevity. 

Every year Trento honours 
famous figures in 
mountaineering. This year's 
special guests included 
Californian 'legends' Royal 
Robbins, Allen Steck and Jim 
Bridwell, as well as home-grown 
veterans Bruno Detassis and 
Riccardo Cassin. An official visit 
into the Brenta Dolomites made it 
possible to speak to Detassis 
against the backdrop of his most 
famous classic routes, the Guides 
on the Crozzon di Brenta and the 
Southwest Face of the Croz 
del/ 'Altissimo, both pioneered in 
the mid-thirties. 
Taking stock and crystal gazing 
Something else the Trento 

festival does particularly well, 
because of its international 
nature, is to provide a forum for 
topical debate. The staged 
discussions this year were on the 
Role of Mountain Journalism and 
Mountaineering in the Year 2000. 
The two subjects blurred. An 
invited speaker in the first ofthese 
debates was Mountain editor 
Bernard Newman, who was 
uncompromising in his 
condemnation of the state of 
climbing journalism today. 'The 
whole scene stinks', he said and 
focused his criticism upon what 
he sees as the Euro-Rock Circus: 

" It seems that the need to climb 
for climbing's sake has been 
replaced by a Jeux Sans 
Frontieres rationale where 
climbers dress like clowns and 
the helicopter and the parapente 
have become as much part of the 
alpinist's gear as the rope and ice 
axe! I must make it clear that I in 
no way wish to belittle the 
amazing feats of the likes of Profit 
and Boivin - they are true athletes 
with tremendous personal drive 
and courage - but I can't help 
thinking that their superb 
achievements have been totally 
trivialised by the press. The 
European climbing press is guilty 
of reducing a noble sport to a 
farce!" 

This guilt, he claimed, lies in the 
way climbing is reported, in the 
cult of individuals, in the 
promotion of competitions and 
irrelevant debate. Predictably, it 
was not a view shared by his 
European counterparts. Michel 
Drapier of Montagnes Magazine 
blamed readers, not magazines. 
Climbers no longer have the 
option of withdrawing from the 
world, he believed . Solitude is no 
longer a possibility, any more 
than a solo climb is a possibility. 
The magazines have a duty to 
show the helicopter with the 
climber. And he went on to stress 
that the image now deserved 
precedence over the word . 
Michael Kennedy (Climbing) 
confessed that the most 
disturbing thing he was sensing 
from other editors was that 
climbing should be mass
merchandised, and he could not 
agree on the superiority of the 

image. "I feel experience is more 
important than the helicopter ... I 
think we're succeeding in 
reporting, but failing in 
expressing. What we need is 
more fiction ." 

Jim Bridwell kicked off the 
crystal-gazing discussion in a 
light-hearted vein. In the Year 
2000, he said, Himalayan climbers 
will be recognised by their 
physical development : deeper 
lungs, stronger legs, small upper 
body. This will be achieved by 
specialised training on a 
revolving belt with restricted 
oxygen as well as running 
through sand with heavy weights. 
Competition climbers will never 
actually have to climb on rock. 
Revolving walls with computer
programmed route will render it 
unneccessary for them ever to 
leave the gym. Big wall climbers 
will have a couple of slings rather 
than a rope and an array of 
gadgets, on a sort of Swiss Army 
knife - and of course their 
parachute to jump off with . 

Dennis Gray painted a grimmer 
future, with seething masses of 
climbers on eroded hills ; he saw 
champions, gold medals, 
climbing millionaires and the full 
"panoply of an organised sport". 
He believed, however, that its 
essential nature could yet be 
preserved if climbers took action 
to control mountaineering and 
not allow outside influences to 
take over. "This means 
mountaineers involving 
themselves in climbing 
bureaucracies and politics, butfar 
better that our sport is run by our 
own 'fools' and not the State's, 
Television's or Big Businesses' 
'stool pigeons!"' Competition 
climbing would come, he had to 
concede, but it should be 
restricted to artificial walls. 

Kurt Diemberger was one of 
those who thought things would 
be much the same in the year 
2000, as now. "In twelve years 
time, there will still be great and 
small groups trying to reach the 
highest summits in the least time 
- the same as there were thirty 
years ago. The refinements would 
be in equipment. But he hoped 
that more people would go to 
mountains other than the eight
thousanders. Allen Steck 
confessed that he was no 

visionary. "I used to stand at the 
foot of El Cap, never dreaming 
that ultimately there would be 
forty routes on that great face," 
he said . Like Diemberger, he did 
not expect much change in the 
next decades. "Climbing has 
come through the four-minute 
barrier and we have almost 
arrived at the limits of human 
possibility." Classic alipinism was 
in a healthy enough state, and 
even though he did not subscribe 
to sport or competition climbing 
and would never promote them, 
he supposed they too had a place. 
"What else is it possible for young 
people to do? There is less and 
less room in the high mountains 
to accommodate everybody. 
Climbing competitions may take 
some of the strain." 
Royal Robbins could see evidence 
of the seeds of destruction 
already present in rock climbing; 
pure athleticism could well 
triumph over mountaineering, 
but he rather hoped a love of 
climbing would enable 
differences to be reconciled . "The 
s·pirit of Adventure will decide it. 
It will depend on how close we 
stay to that." 

Christophe Profit refused to 
believe the Golden Age of 
Mountaineering was coming to 
an end. "It still exists. Passion still 
exists." He wondered why 
"progress" was always resisted . 
Things had fo change and e17olve. 
Riccardo Cassin appeared to 
agree with him. "Mountaineering 
will never end," he asserted. 
"Mountains will always be there 
and so will climbers. Free [Sport] 
climbing is a marvellous thing." 
Alessandro Gogna refused to 
welcome all aspects of modern 
change, and warned against 
laissez-faire optimism. "Rock, ice, 
stones are not 'dead' . They have 
their own 'life', which we must 
respect," he said. "If we destroy 
them, they will not regenerate." 

And Bernard Newman added a 
final cautionary note against 
competition climbing - whether 
on natural or artificial crags. "It 
will create an artificial elite," he 
said, " reintroduce nationalism, 
and at a stroke introduce separate 
categories for men and for 
women . Surely this is a regressive 
and sexist step?" 

It was a lonely voice. 

17 



THE TEN BEST CRAGS IN AMERICA 
Part Three. Edited by Jeff Smoot. 

The New River Bridge, venue on Bridge Day for all sorts of dangerous pastimes. It 's 900 
foot to the river. Photo: Stuart Pregnall. 

New River Gorgeous 
by Stuart Pregnall 

Its first climbers were miners scrambling 
past the cliffs on their way to the rich seams 
of coal laying deep within the gorge. 
Others: loggers, hunters and fishermen , 
most likely, have made their way in and out 
of the gorge by various routes for years. But 
it wasn't until the mid-70s that climbers 
came to the New River Gorge in the south
e rn part of West Virginia . They found 

18 

impeccable rock split by cracks and corners, 
innumerable natural lines waiting to be 
climbed . Even then the secret was known 
only to a few. But good secrets are hard to 
keep, and rock-hungry climbers are known 
for their persistence in hunting new play
grounds. Now the word is out; a poor man 's 
Yosemite for cracks lies hidden in the East. 
Now, each weekend sees a new group of 
climbers coming down to the New River to 
enjoy the fun . 

Over 650 routes now grace the Gorge ; 
most fall within the moderately hard range 

(5.9-5.11), most are single pitch quality 
excursions. Climbing at the New reminds 
one a little ofTremadog; routes climb out of 
the trees below to a clean sweep of exposure. 
The rock is a diamond hard sandstone, 
much like gritstone. Although steep cracks 
abound, an~tes, faces, corners and wild 
overhangs are to be found, too. Access is 
generally easy, route finding simple, and 
the area is covered by Rick Thompson 's 
New River Rock, one of the absolute best 
American guides published to date , and 
John Harlin's excellent Climber's Guide to 
North America series briefly covers the 
area in East Coast Rock Climbs. Local 
climbers are friendly and helpful, the area is 
inexpensive to survive in , and climbing can 
be a year round pleasure . Paradise? No, not 
quite. But it should still be visited by any 
climber seeking a "New" experience. 

The New River is new; the gorge, very, 
very old. Over 100 million years ago, the 
Teays River drained what is now the eastern 
half of the United States . When the conti
nent froze over during the Ice Ages, most of 
the Teays was lost to the grinding advance 
and retreat of glaciers; all except for the 
deep little canyon where the " new" river 
runs. The canyon averages 1000 feet deep , 
and resembles Verdon in atmosphere. 
Rimmed by an escarpment of 325 million 
year-old Nuttall sandstone, the New pro
vides one of the most spectacular and 
aesthetic white water rafting experiences in 
the East. As for the climbing, read on: 

Poised on a ten penny sized toe hold, 
changing fingers to switch nails on a micro 
flake, too short to reach the next hold, so 
must improvise this sequence. Protection is 
bombproof, about a foot below feet. Two 
fingers switched, one more to stabilize and 
reach for the next hold, but kerchank! and 
looking back up at the move. The next time 
it goes smoothly, and I'm up. (Junkyard 
Wall, Team Jesus , 5.10c) 

There are seven major developed cliff 
areas comprising nearly eight miles (!) of 
rock , and other crags await exploration. 
There are only about 650 routes ( 450 in the 
guide book), so there is lots of room for new 
development. In a recent six month period , 
for example, one climber has put in nearly 
20 routes in the 5.12 range. Let's visit the 
different crags from the upstream end 
down. 

First, there's Beauty Mountain , where 
the name of the game is finger cracks, as 
face holds are rare. Beauty has the greatest 
concentration of natural crack lines at the 
New. The steep and spectacular Welcome 
to Beauty, and the strenuous Right and Left 
Sons of Thunder, exemplify these routes. 
Welcome to Beauty at 5.llb gets you 
warmed up just after coming off the access 
trail. Further along, the Right Son has 
better pro than its twin , while the Left is 
harder ; ratings are 5.llc and 5.lld respec
tively. But don ' t miss the 5. lOb's - Rod Serl
ing Crack, Spider Wand and Burning 
Calves to name a few. And at the 5.9 level , 
Super Crack and Happy Hands are certain 
to give climbers a thrill. All are classics . At 
the upper end of the scale, try Chorus Line 



Dave Sippel and Mark Van Cura just visible on The Prowess (5.8), Fern Point Cirque, New River Gorge. Just the developed areas total 
eight miles of crag! Photo: Carl Samples. 

at 5.12b, or The Beast in Me or the newly 
freed Baby Cakes and Genocide, all at 
5.12a. 

Next comes the Endless Wall - and end
less it seems. Wall after wall split by 
corners , overhangs, and cracks; there are 
over four continuous miles of the Endless 
Wall alone! There are five distinct areas on 
the Endless - the relatively undeveloped 
Eastern Endless, the Central Endless, the 
Wall of Points, Fern Point Cirque, and the 
Fern Buttress . As for the routes, they 
encompass all the New has to offer. Want to 
try a wild roof? The Monolith still hasn't 
gone free - it 's a 35-40 foot cave-like roof 
that is presently rated 5. lld, Al. It will go 
free when someone works out the sequence 
and has the stamina to do it all in one push. 
Or try Leave It To Jesus, which is the classic 
finger crack in the Gorge, rated 5.lld. The 
lovely white slab shown on the guide book 
cover is The Prowesse, which at 5.8+ is an 
enjoyable excursion, but don't underesti
mate it. Looking for a delicate route? 
Mellifluous at 5. lla won't disappoint , and 
there are several other newly climbed hard 
face routes alongside it ; Son of Frankens
tein (30 feet left) and Roll it Over in Your 
Mind (IO feet right) , are both at 5.1 ld. 

Along the mile and a half long Central 
Endless, there are 24 routes with three-star 
ratings, including the new Fearful Symmetry. 
At 5.12c it's one of the hardest routes in the 
Gorge today (25 feet left of Solitaire) . 
There are countless other routes of all 
grades with nearly equal quality. Between 
Diamond Point and Fern Point, two promi
nent buttresses that jut out into the Gorge, 
are located other classics of similar propor
tion. Finally, the Fern Buttress, which is 
nearly as large as the Central Endless, 
brings one to the downstream end. An 
interesting feature of the routes along the 

Endless Wall is that one can hike into a loca
tion and within a relatively small area climb 
several classics. As an example, take the 
Orchard Wall , where five 5.10a and 5.10b 
routes are located on fifty feet of rock. Four 
of these are three-star routes, and Lewd 
Operator "suffers" with only two! 

Dropping downstream slightly, one 
comes to the newly rediscovered and 
developed Ambassador Buttress, a small 
crag with several excellent routes. Face 
climbing seems to be the predominant 
climbing mode here, as crack lines are oddly 
absent. Access is via abseil from your car! 
The Ambassador isn ' t listed in the guide 
book, but locals will be happy to point out 
three-star classics such as Chasing Rain
bows (5.10a), Consenting Clips (5.10b) 
which is said to rival the Gunk's Never 
Never Land, Dragon in Your Dreams 
(5. lla) , New-veau Reach (5.llc) or Bolting 
Blowfish (5. I 2a), which is the most popular 
5 .12 in the Gorge today . 

The Bridge Area Crags are next, and they 
enjoy instant access from the car, a 20 
second walk from the road and you're on 
the rock. From this vantage point you can 
also enjoy the spectacular view of the New 
River Bridge, which is the longest single 
span arch bridge in the world. This gigantic 
steel structure straddles the gorge like an 
iron rainbow. The total span is 3,030 feet, 
and the arch is 1,700 feet in length. It 's a 900 
foot drop from the bridge deck to the river 
below, and on Bridge Day, usually held 
over the second weekend in October, 
people can walk across the span and watch 
BASE jumpers and bungee cord specialists 
leap into space. Rather them than me, 
mate! While you're at the Bridge Arca 
Crags, enjoy the multiple classics available, 
such as Agent Orange and Marionette at 
5.1 lc, Welcome to Huccoolat 5.11 b, Hand-

some and Well Hung at 5.lla, the Gemini 
Cracks at 5.10c and 5.10a, Esse Crack, 
Butterbeans, Tree Route, Angel Arete, 
Jaws- the list goes on and on. If you want to 
try one of the New's biggest and most obvious 
unpicked plums, the fifteen foot roof over 
Handsome and Well Hung hasn't gone free 
yet. 

The next crag downstream is the Junk
yard Wall, so named for the delightful 
scenic attraction former residents have left 
for climbers to view on the short walk in. 
Rotting hulks of abandoned cars, 
refrigerators, unidentifiable appliances, 
odd bits of trash - all the archaeological 
riches of a throw away society! Once at the 
Junkyard, though, one can enjoy a variety 
of classics, such as New Yosemite at 5.9, a 
handsome crack indeed, Four Sheets to the 
Wind, a Gunks-like roof extravaganza at 
5. 9+, The Entertainer with its 5. lOd finger 
crack direct finish for laughs or, for the 
energetic, Zealous, another finger crack 
delight at the same grade. Two new desper
ate routes not in the guide are Pilots of 
Bekaa at 5.12a (25 feet left of Faith Crack) 
and Brother Sun at 5.12b/c (just to the right 
of Never Alone), both of which are reputed 
to be good. Further downstream are the 
Dog and Cat Cliffs, with a mixed menagerie 
of classic hard routes and some not so classic 
excursions. 

Further along, one leaves the guide book 
once again, but arrives at the present centre 
of new route development, Bubba City. 
Climbers have developed routes on Bimbo 
Buttress, Bubba Buttress, Central Bubba, 
the Head Wall, and Kingfish Buttress , and 
these crags hold the greatest concentration 
of hard new routes at the Gorge. Weekends 
will find the local hard men scrambling to 
pick the remaining plums on these crags, 
and there are still areas that haven't been 
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Eric Horst on New Traditionalists (5.12c/d), during the first ascent. The route overhangs 7 
foot in 100. Photo: Carl Samples. 

touched yet! How about a 5.lld off width 
for starters ( China Crisis)? Or maybe a shot 
at Tworgasminimum at 5.10b, said to rival 
some of the Gunks' best routes at that 
grade? Bubbatism by Fire and Inventing 
Situation catch the eye and attention at 
5.12a, as does Perpetual Motion at 5.llb. 
Bubba City has the current popular New 
River test piece, Bubbacide, at 5.12c, which 
is reputed to be one of the most continu
ously hard routes in the area. And the first 
5.13 at the New, The Diamond Life, was 
finally sequenced on a warm October 
weekend. Bubba City - it's a way of life. 

Most of the detailed history of climbing 
development at the New River is well
chronicled in Rick Thompson's superbly 
written guide book, thus it won't be 
repeated here. One aspect of climbing at 
the New which bears discussion, though, is 
the development of the local "ethic". 

Climbing began at the New in the early 
70s when a small group of local climbers 
began exploring the Bridge area crags and 
Beauty Mountain. The New, oddly enough, 
was initially viewed by the locals as a 
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"practice" area, and top roping was the 
norm. Lead climbing was saved primarily 
for "big" crags, such as nearby Seneca 
Rocks offered. Eventually, though, visiting 
climbers from other areas came to the New, 
bringing with them improved technique, 
climbing experience from all over the coun
try, and a thirst for new lines. Leading 
replaced top roping as the accepted climb
ing style, and with that transition the matter 
of protection became an issue. 

Although the New River is renowned for 
its vertical cracks in which pro can be placed 
nearly at will, there are many routes with 
innumerable shallow horizontals and even 
some compact faces devoid of obvious natu
ral protection potential. Today's high tech 
racks with cable-shafted active camming 
devices can cope with most protection situa
tions , but fi_ftcen years ago this just w~sn't 
the case. Smee the New was a relatively 
"new" area without an established, clearly 
defined or structured ethic to guide climbers, 
the original locals used the means available 
to place protection . Where conventional 
nuts wouldn ' t go, they placed the odd peg in 

a horizontal , or a bolt or two on an other
wise unprotectable face, and some routes 
were aided intentionally. ( Welcome to 
Beauty was originally led as practice for 
Yosemite as a two day aid climb , complete 
with overnight hanging bivvy!) 

As the outside climbers began bringing 
their experience and gear to the New , 
routes were climbed that previously would 
have required aid or fixed gear. These visit
ing climbers were so taken by the climbing 
at the New that they returned virtually 
every weekend available to them , in effect 
becoming the "locals", even though they 
lived over 200 miles away in several differ
ent directions! 

Climbers should be aware that the New is 
a climbing area that , unlike limestone or the 
volcanic tuff of Smith Rocks or the unbroken 
granite of some other areas, takes lots of 
modern gear for protection. The numerous 
shallow cracks accept camming devices of 
all types , and some routes are climbed with 
nothing but camming devices for prot_ec
tion. In the past three years or so, attention 
has been focussed on some of the sweeping 
faces at the New - these have had a few bolts 
placed on them , creating some spectacular 
routes. 

This relaxed and some say pragmatic 
attitude towards fixed gear has carried over 
to the present. Some of the new hard routes 
sport fixed protection where nothing else 
can be placed, and some of it has been 
placed on lead and some on rappel. (It 
really should be noted that there really isn't 
all that much fixed gear at the New.) The 
primary concern about what little fixed gear 
does exist is not so much the style in which 
it was placed but rather that it was placed 
correctly and safely. Once a route is estab
lished, by common consent amongst New 
regulars , it is left there and climbed in the 
first ascent style by others (with the exception 
of aid elimination) . Obviously, visitors are 
expected to respect local custom. To date 
there has been no local fuss over climbing 
ethics. New route leaders who feel like run
ning it out on Saturday to establish a 5.llx 
can rap off on another new route Sunday to 
place a bolt without fear of involvement in 
bolt chopping , bar room recrimination, or 
magazine castigation. 

The matter of what constitutes acceptable 
climbing style has developed in parallel with 
the protection issue. Since top roping was 
the first prominent style at the New, lead 
climbers imitated the top ropers ' persis
tence and teamwork methods to get up 
climbs when needed. Reading through the 
climbing history in the guide book, one 
notes that it wasn't unusual for a climber to 
fall off, rest on the rope, and then have 
another shot at completing an unclimbed 
route. Likewise , if a leader flamed out and 
was lowered , another climber occasionally 
grabbed the lead and with protection 
already partially in place completed the 
route. Both stytles are common to and 
accepted when top roping - when they are 
applied to lead climbing, they are called 
hangdogging and yo-yoing, and acceptance 
varies with location. At the New, they are 
clearly accepted as local styles since they 
have evolved from the original top ropers ' 
examples. First ascents, though, aren 't 
claimed until they have been red-pointed. 

None of the foregoing discussion of ethics 
or style at the New should be construed as 
preventing a climber with a perceived 
cleaner or purer approach to climbing from 
climbins in a cleaner or purer manner, nor , 
iust as importantly, does it condone poor 
Judgment or bad manners. The New is a 
spon climbing crag , with sport climbing 
ethics and style. Climbers are therefore 



invited to eniov it as such. 
One additional issue that climbers should 

be aware of at the New is access. Although 
most of the climbing areas fall within the 
New River Gorge National River boundary 
and are therefore administered by the 
National Park Service, the NPS hasn't yet 
acquired all of the land on which climbing 
occurs. Climbers have had no access prob
lems as yet on these still privately-owned 
lands, although many climbers were sur
prised this past summer to discover a tem
porary climbing ban along the Endless 
Wall. The West Virginia Department of 
Natural Resources reintroduced three 
endangered peregrine falcon chicks at a 
hacking site at the top of the cliff, and 
posted the area to protect the chicks from 
disturbance. The climbing ban has now 
ended, but the WVDNR has plans to con
tinue monitoring the two surviving falcons, 
and may introduce additional chicks in 
1988. The Access Committee of the Amer
ican Alpine Club is working with local clim
bers , the WVDNR, the NPS and private 
landowners to monitor the situation and to 
maintain clear communications between all 
parties. Since the survival of the peregrine 
falcon is of interest to all of us, climbers are 
requested to honour any future postings. 
Consideration of moving the hacking site to 
one less frequented by climbers will be 
given, and hopefully the WVDNR won't 
place it at the top of the Central Endless 
access rappel again! Additional access 
matters are also being monitored by the 
AAC Access Committee. Climbers 
interested in this situation are encouraged 
to contact the AAC (113 E. 90th St., NY, 
NY 10128). 

So come on down to the New some 
weekend, stick your hands in a crack, and 
enjoy some gorgeous climbing! 

The Tennessee Wall 
by Rob Robinson 

In putting off the task of writing this article 
I have · in effect saved what is perhaps 
America's best for last: keep in mind that 
although this article is devoted to the 
Tennessee Wall it is but lf front page story, 
a splash of considerable interest; only when 
you turn the page and read between the 
lines do you discover this article is really 
about Southern Sandstone. 

If asked to divine where "the future of 
American cragging" lies I would venture to 
say the South. You don't need a crystal ball 
to figure this one out. An unlimited supply 
of high quality rock, combined with an 
agreeable climate and a unique Southern 
culture add up to Crag Hopper Heaven. A 
few years ago the Great Discovery was 
Smith Rocks, before that it was Hueco 
Tanks. In that short time since we have 
managed to lose The Tanks (for the time 
being) and seen the environmental integrity 
of Smith sorely compromised. 

So I am somewhat hesitant to magnify 
any further what John Harlin described in 
the East Coast volume of his Climber's 
Guide to North America, as "the inevitable 
world attention" the Tennessee Wall would 
likely one day see. 

It is a little late for such reservations, 
however , and I can only hope that in 
describing to you what is undoubtedly one 
of the best crags in America that you will 
join us in striving to preserve its unique 
character , and its unique position in the 
history of Southern climbing. 

Why the Tennessee Wall is worthy of 
"ten best" status is almost as significant as 
its location: the south eastern states have 
long been looked upon by America-at-large 

Doug Reed bulging on the bulging Incredarete (5.12c), at the Headwall, Bubba City, New 
River Gorge. Photo: Ron Kampas . 

as behind the times: somehow not quite up 
to speed with the rest of the nation. This 
archaic attitude can be traced in part to the 
national hangover and general resentment 
directed towards the South which followed 
the Civil War of the 1800s; a time when the 
States were divided over a variety of socially 
explosive issues, not least of which was slav
ery. The South, of course, lost the war and 
shortly thereafter the North , with its 
Reconstruction programme, began the 
arduous bittersweet task of reprogramming 
and integrating the Southern mind into the 
Northern conscience. The South dragged its 
heels the whole way. 

The net result of this is an assumption 
that the South is in some ways still a 
retarded segment of society, that in spite of 
the Reconstruction's heroic efforts the 
South never rose to the "state of grace" the 
North held . 

So it is an interesting irony that an area 
commonly perceived as "behind the times" 
now sports a crag like the Tennessee Wall. 
If the South is "not up to speed" it certainly 
has not affected the pace of development in 

climbing. The South is recognized as the 
fastest growing climbing area in the States, 
one of the reasons the American Alpine 
Club will host its annual meeting in Atlanta, 
Georgia this December. 

At first the idea of just keeping the area 
an airtight secret was attempted, but the 
euphoria of the discovery was simply too 
powerful and within months the Word was 
out. Gold had ( once again) been struck in 
the "capital" (Chattanooga, Tennessee) of 
the Sandstone Belt and a gold rush of sorts 
began. Within months climbers from 
nearby states were making weekend pilgrim
ages to the Wall to sample the latest of the 
24 carat classics. 

After one year of what was probably the 
most concentrated burst of climbing activity 
the South (perhaps the East Coast) has wit
nessed to date, more than 150 new lines had 
been completed: 50 routes between 5.7 and 
5.9, 50_5.lOs, 45 5.lls, 15 5.12s and 3 5.13s. 
Of this total fully 85% qualified for a two or 
three star rating. Virtually all of these were 
done in traditional style. The above statis
tics might well make one sit up and take 
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Above: Rob Robinson on the first ascent of Hands Across America (5.12b/c), one of a 
plethora of outrageous roof climbs on the Tennessee Wall . Photo: Joe Bridges. 

notice, but impressive as they are they do 
not in and of themselves qualify the Tennes
see Wall for status of "ten best" . 

What distinguishes the Tennessee Wall 
from dozens of what are no doubt top crags 
in the country are its roofs. In a region 
already legendary for its overhanging wall 
and roofs the T Wall is something of a 
phenomenon. It"is here that the visitor will 
find a collection of what are likely the 
biggest free-climbable roofs in North 
America. Roofs that dwarf the Valley's 
classic Separate Reality and the Gunks 
legendary Kansas City. It is the routes of the 
Tennessee Wall . . . Hands Across 
America, Tamper Proof, Path of the Mys
tics and Celestial Mechanics (for starters) 
that redefine what "big roof climbing" is all 
about. 

Yarding chalk stained pockets and clip
ping bolts makes for great sport. But hang
ing from a single handjam for a rest out in 
the middle of a 30-foot roof is an act uni.que 
unto itself. Such opportunities are rare in 
most parts of the world. If you need to build 
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up a bit ot momentum before you rack up 
for the big ones there are countless smaller 
roofs to prep on . But don' t be surprised: 
some of the shorter roofs are technically 
more difficult. Two testpieces worth tack
ling are Grand Contusion and Super Nova. 
The latter you may have seen on the cover 
of Climbing magazine. 

If by chance you grow tired of roofs ( or 
too tired to do them) or want to avoid them 
entirely, you are in luck - there are plenty of 
steep faces between the roofs. Just clip a 
couple of sets of steel and brass nuts on the 
rack (along with small Latok Cams and 3-
cam units), tie into your double ropes and 
take off. Novices and intermediate climbers 
will find plenty to do as well, for there are 
scores of "pedestrian" classics to choose 
from. Many of these have been neglected 
only because interest has focused on the 
harder climbs. 

Then there are the cracks. If you look at 
the wall from across the way you'll see the 
cliff sliced from top to bottom at regular 
intervals. A couple of these cracks look and 

feel as if they were imported from the 
Valley's own Cookie Cliff. 

In addition to the above there 's every
thing in between : pitches that offer a grab 
bag of the best of everything. 

Without its collection of giant roofs the 
Wall would be an outstanding cliff well 
worth visiting, but in the final analysis it is 
the roofs that make the Tennessee Wall 
what it may well be: one of the ten best crags 
in America. 

Although a complete guidebook to the 
area is not yet available, Harlin 's Climber's 
Guide to the East Coast does a good job in 
getting you to the crag as well as showing 
many of the lines via photo/topo with a brief 
description .* 

Additionally, if you visit the Tennessee 
Wall you will undoubtedly want to sample 
at least a few of the hundreds of other routes 
to choose from at other crags within a few 
miles distance. There are test pieces as yet 
unrepeated, and plenty of new ones to add. 

If you are planning a trip to the South and 
would like more information, feel free to 
write to me in California where I am hard at 
work grappling with some of life 's toughest 
questions such as : Is there life after roofs? 
• For further information see Climbing No. 106 . which carries an 
article on Te nnessee Wall plus an important supplement to 
Harlin 's guide. 

Cookie Cliff 
by Jeff Smoot 
Yosemite Valley is one of the truly great, 
unique geologic features of this planet. 
Although not on the sheer scale of the 
Grand Canyon or any of the sub-oceanic 
trenches , the Valley affords a more useful 
and hospitable environment. To the tourist , 
it is one of the most inspiring vacation spots 
in the U.S.; if, that is , one can manage 
getting a reservation . To hikers and back
packers , it offers hundreds of miles of seem
ingly remote , inspiringly scenic trails . For 
some, Yosemite Valley inspires solitude; 
for others, it is a place to get away from it all 
without getting away from it all. And , of 
course, to the climber Yosemite has some
thing to please everyone , from the Camp 4 
bouldering circuit to the big wall nightmares 
of El Cap. 

It is unlikely that the bouldering or big 
walls attract a majority of the climbers who 
visit Yosemite. Frankly , the boulder prob
lems in the Valley aren ' t the greatest - there 
is better bouldering to be had in Tuolumne 
Meadows. And , while the big walls are a 
magnet for a desperate , fanatic few , aid 
climbing is, these days , a forgotten art 
practised by a few diehards, some of whom 
claim to actually enjoy it. However , aside 
from the standard routes, such as The Nose 
or the Northwest Face , to name only two , 
which see dozens of ascents each year, little 
adventurous " big wall" climbing is done 
anymore . 

So, what attracts climbers to Yosemite in 
the eighties? Hopefully not Apron climbing! 
Actually , the answer is too easy. Do steep , 
clean granite, forearm-burning cracks , and 
athletic, exposed and continuous climbing 
appeal to you? If so , you understand why 
climbers throng to the Valley. And, of all 
the crags in Yosemite, the favourite is the 
Cookie. 

The Cookie Cliff - or Cookie , as it is 
popularly known - has been the crag in 
Yosemite free climbing for two decades, if 
not longer. It is one of the outstanding crags 
in the world, and anyone who has climbed 
there knows why. It is a world-class free 



climbing arena, and is easily the finest granite 
crag in America. 

While many of the Cookie's early routes 
were aid climbs (and for good reason, since 
most are thin, steep cracks), nearly every 
route on the cliff has now been climbed 
free, either in whole or in part. Of the 
routes on the Cookie, the best known is 
likely Butterballs (5.llc), an SO-foot finger 
crack splitting the upper centre of the crag, 
the area known as the Nabisco Wall. The 
pitch, first free climbed by "Hot" Henry 
Barber in the early 1970s, is, in most clim
bers' views, without question the classic 
pitch on the Cookie. 

Of course, it is one of several classics. In 
fact, the Nabisco Wall has many other 
popular, photogenic and inspiring climbs, 
not the least of which is Wheat Thin (5.10c) , 
an amazing wafer flake lieback way off the 
deck. Waverly Wafer(S. 10c), Butterfingers 
(5.lla) and Ladyfingers (5.lla), all steep, 
thin routes, also provide steep , pumping 
climbing. Notable ascents of this section of 
the wall include John Bachar's free solo 
ascent of the Nabisco Wall in the late 1970s, 
a feat repeated by Werner Braun ("John 
said it would be okay , so I did it, " Braun is 
reported to have said after his ascent) and 
Peter Croft (who is said to have soloed 
Astroman after this - or was it before?). 
Alan Watts made what is believed to be the 
first on-sight, flash lead of the Nabisco Wall, 
linking the 400-foot wall by tying ropes 
together and downclimbing to remove gear 
so the knotted ropes wouldn ' t get caught up 
in the carabiners! 

That Butterballs was on every hard man 's 
hit list for a long time is no surprise. When 
Ron Fawcett and Pete Livesey first arrived in 
Yosemite, history has it their first objective 
was to climb Butterballs. Whether true or 
not , the story goes that Valley locals escorted 
them to the Cookie and turned them loose 
on a striking thin, thin crack, which they 
introduced as Butterballs. Three days later 
- as the story relates , although probably 
more like three hours - someone approached 
and asked what they were up to . 

"We ' re climbing Butterballs," the inno
cents said . 

"That 's not Butterballs," the visitor told 
them . " Butterballs is up there ." 

"It seemed bloody hard for a 5 .11 ," Faw
cett is said to have muttered later , in the 
bar. 

The route they had attempted was The 
Stigma, which now has a colourful history 
itself, and which was, for some time , a bone 
of contention with Valley climbers . As it is 
now, the first pitch of The Stigma is a poorly 
protected 5 .13 with an aid move at the end 
to reach the belay. Nevertheless , excepting 
the aid point, it is - or was - the hardest free 
lead in Yosemite. 

Aside from these routes, there are dozens 
of first-rate crack climbs on the Cookie , 
including Red Zinger (5 .1 ld) , Crack-a-ga
ga (5 . 1 lc), Catchy (5.10c) and Catchy 
Corner (5.llb) , all classics. Newer thin 
routes include John Bachar's The Phantom 
(5.12c) , a poorly protected desperate , and 
Kim Carrigan's America's Cup (5 .12c) . 
Other Cookie classics include Outer Limits 
(5 .10c) , Hardd (5 . 10d) (say " hearth", not 
"hard-ct", unless you want to piss off the 
locals) , Meat Grinder (5.10c) and Twilight 
Zone (5. I0d) , Chuck Pratt 's mid-1960s 
masterpiece . 
· Of course , Yosemite Valley has hundreds 
of four-star free climbs on its dozens of fine 
granite walls. And , if you go there , don ' t 
spend all your time at the Cookie . But, by 
all means , do climb there. The "Yosemite 
Experience", whatever that is, is not com
plete without it. 

Above: Cookie Cliff classic, Wheat Thin (5.10c), Yosemite. Photo: Phil Bard. 
Below: Christian Griffith on his route Lakme (5.13a), Redgarden Wall, Eldorado 
Canyon. Photo: Dan Hare. 
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Opposite Page: Jim Karn on the first 
redpoint ascent of Desdichado (5.13c), 
Redgarden Wall . Photo: Paul Piana. 

The Redgarden Wall 
by Jeff Achey 

The Redgarden Wall is a five hundred foot 
kaleidoscope of colour. Its rock is a unique 
alluvial sandstone , a conglomerate techni
cally , varying in hue from cream to orange 
to deep maroon , and splashed with yellow , 
orange , green , and black lichens . The wall 
turns verdant in the warm May rains , while 
in the fall and winter the smouldering reds 
dominate. By day , squadrons of pigeons 
patrol the heights in loose formation , 
wheeling across the wall , then settling into 
stained ledges and potholes high on the 
face. Big black ravens soar alone on the 
currents. On spring evenings the swifts 
emerge by the thousands , bat-like against 
the blushing sky, performing amazing 
acrobatics between the silhouettes of sharp 
an~tes. The Colorado air is dry , the sky 
nearly always blue; a lichen-scented breeze 
stirs your hair on some lofty stance as you 
watch your rope feed out across the col
oured rock, the soft roar of the river far 
below. After a week or two of exploring this 
vertical maze, stand back on the canyon 
road and the wall becomes a mural of 
remembered adventure , glowing in the 
vivid afternoon light . Sip a beer and repiay 
the dramatic passages in your mind; even
ing on the arete of the Yellow Spur, a crisp 
morning ballet on the Super Slab, a misty 
day on the Rosy Crucifixion , a nervous 
encounter with the looming Diving Board. 
If perhaps you have lived in Boulder , such a 
sight can make you feel old and nostalgic . 

The climbing history of the Redgarden 
Wall is nch , and has been recorded in many 
ways and m many places. The wall is the 
ce~terpiecc of the Boulder climbing scene, 
which has always been noted for its voices, 
from the brooding introspection of Ament 
to the austere vision of Briggs, to the brazen 
progressivism of Griffith. Godfrey & Chel
ton 's book CLIMB! immortalized many of 
Redgarden's steep routes and their 
pioneers; it crystalized the now-remote 1:ra 
of Erickson and Wunsch, and perpetuated 
the legend of Layton Kor. 

Many of Redgarden's '· roof-routes" 
origina_tcd in_ the Sixties as " training" for 
prest1g1ous big walls in Yosemite and else
where. The Redgardcn Wall became 
notorious for these terrifying and devious 
collages of hook moves and tension 
traverses disappearing over roofs on tied
off blades among black and friable flakes. 
This era is little-remembered with the 
images of the past all but obliter~ted by the 
sea of modern chalk . Other quarters of the 
wall _were ascended in the spirit of the Alps, 
movmg fast and mostly free; names like the 
Gr~nd Giraffe and the Yellow Spur betray 
their 111sp1rat1011. Many brilliant perfor
mances made history as the rules narrowed 
and free climbing gained prominence. Red
garden rock is ideal for free climbing, but 
often not for protection; nevertheless , clean 

climbing was almost religiously embraced 
and many an ascetic hour was spent meticul
ously climbing up and down a sheer stretch , 
well above some ancient Simond piton or 
the ubiquitous and now obsolete " #1 Stop
pers." Now, as Eldorado Canyon approaches 
the Nineties , yoga and cord knickers have 
given way to hang boards and lycra tights, 
and ring-bolts have replaced trepidation . 
Some long-standing challenges have been 
trivialized by bolts , some stunningly taste
less creations have gone up, but some truly 
inspiring passages have also been achieved 
through the new rappel-bolting tactics. The 
boltcrs are now preaching bolt control , the 
chalk on the roof routes is a permanent for
mation , and you are likely to find a queue 
for Genesis on a cool September day. Times 
have changed, the Redgarden Wall is now a 
truly urban crag , but it remains one of the 
finest in the world . 

The climbing typically demands a combi
nation of precision , finger strength , and 
general vertical savvy. Holds often slant, 
and combinations may be elusive once one 
leaves the chalk-marked terrain of the 
lower wall. In places the rock is polished to 
an unnerving slickness, in others, intimidat
ing fields of solution pockets loom vertical 
and unprotected. Cruxes are usually short , 
with places to teeter in anticipation below 
and elation above. The most modern routes 
strike out from all traditional lines of weak
ness, seeking out the longest sweeps of 
smooth stone in their quest for sustained 
difficulty. Variety is the rule; expect thin 
slabs , body-length roofs, intricate faces 
chimneys, and aretes, sometimes all on th~ 
same climb. Pure crack climbing is rare 
(though not absent), but jamming skills will 
often provide welcome respite on many of 
the steeper routes. For the classical difficult 
routes, a good selection of wired nuts and a 
spare complement of medium sizes will 
often suffice , while the easier routes often 
require more varied racks. Edging shoes are 
generally the footwear of choice. The Red
garden Wall is large and intricate, and the 
various approaches and descents require a 
bit of exploration to master, but once 
you 've familiarized yourself with the wall 
thousands of feet of incredible climbing can 
be squeezed into a day. 

It's hard to get on a really bad route on 
the Redgarden Wall , and there are more 
than several dozen " must-do" climbs, so 
recommendations are more whimsical than 
pragmatic. The sheer quality of the climb
ing may be enough to persuade even the 
most conservative "recreational" climber to 
temporarily adjust his claimed limits in 
order to sample some of the more difficult 
classics. Remember: cruxes are short , 'pro
tection good on most routes, and sheer 
strength seldom necessary . Great classics 
do exist, however, at easier levels ; the sec
luded west-facing walls near the Green Spur 
have a number of long and spectacular 5.7s , 
while the historic Redguard Route is a 
popular classic of similar difficulty. The 
Pseudo Sidetrack allows passage up an 
impressive sector of the wall at an even 
milder standard, while Ruper and the 
Touch ·n ' Go/Anthill Direct combination 
are brilliant 5.8s. The Bulge is one of the 
more imposing 5.7s you're likely to find, 
and is a good one to leave for later in the 
trip. Everyone will tell you to do Yellow 
Spur, and of course, Naked Edge if you can. 
To get the best feel for the wall, get around 
to all the different regions ; the Bulge area, 
the roof routes , the West Face, the Upper 
Ramp. If one area doesn't seem to suit you · 
another probably will. 

The more esoteric levels of the cragging 
art are well represented on Redgarden . The 
most sustained ascents in the Boulder area 
can be found here; Kloeberdanz followed 
by Naked Edge is an historic link-up, 
originally touted the first free Grade V in 
the state. A direct line up the west side of 
Tower 1 can be made via Vertigo, with its 
direct start and finish, and Mellow Yellow, 
involving pitches of 5.12-, 5.9 , 5.11, 5.11 +, 
5.11, and 5.12. The characteristic slanting 
roof running from T-2 past Wisdom can be 
surmounted in over a dozen different 
places. Another area approximately 150 
feet square offers a number of 5 .11 pitches, 
plus seven of 5.12 and above including 
Desdichado (5 .13c), arguably Boulder's 
hardest route . Jules Verne, Night, and the 
reactionary To R.P. or Not to Be, are tests 
of a more serious nature, though only the 
first is at all popular. 

The cool days of fall and spring are the 
best times to climb on the Redgarden Wall. 
Midsummer, though hot, is breezy aloft, 
with spectacular thunderstorms and the 
ever-present option of swimming. Winter 
will always yield bright, crisp , T-shirt days, 
though these are as unpredictable as they 
are fine. 

The true character of Redgarden and 
Eldorado Canyon is not captured by the 
frequent news briefs on the latest climbs. 
Multiple Bl cruxes are indeed present here, 
but sometimes I think they are best ignored . 
Though the occasional visiting hardperson 
stalks in to knock off the prestigious desper
ates with nary a sideways glance, they usu
ally wreck their fingertips before wiring the 
sequence, and then the weather turns hot 
and the rock greasy and they leave mutter
ing about "trick" climbs, missing the 
essence of one of the great modern climbing 
arenas. There is history here, and constant 
human drama. 

Not long ago, when Eldorado Canyon 
was privately owned, there was talk of a 
gravel quarry. Now, the Redgarden Wall is 
protected in a state park. In days past, 
fashionable vacationers at the once-posh 
Eldorado Springs Resort watched wire
walkers perform high above the river as 
they reclined in wicker chairs, sipping Man
hattans under cupolas whose enigmatic 
remains can still be seen at various look-out 
points . A typical summer afternoon today is 
more suggestive of Barnum & Baily than 
Gatsby. Imagine it: two dozen lycra-clad 
boulderers lurch haltingly across the base of 
the Bastille , while an enthusiastic group of 
high-schoolers chug 3.2 Bud in the Cave. 
Over on the Redgarden Wall , a frustrated 
individual swings into view off the K/oeber
danz roof, as a six.t1ren year old girl flashes 
the Wisdom. Fishermen wade South Boulder 
creek in their blue jeans, snag their lines, 
and occasionally land four-inchers. A 
photojournalist hangs awkwardly from his 
jumars , documenting the fourth red-point 
of Lakme (which has unfortunately dropped 
to .13a). A pair of lanky Europeans quiz a 
local about the sequence on Psycho. A rope 
falls inexplicably from the T-2 rappells. A 
pickup rattles up the dusty road, and some
one whoops as they top out on their first 5.8. 
A family of four spreads out a picnic along 
the old railroad right of way, claiming a 
pnme vantage for the sometimes dramatic, 
sometimes comical show. 

Come to the canyon and enjoy! Watch 
out for children , dogs, and ducks as you 
enter, and yield to resident vehicles as you 
belay below the Bastille . Smile frequently. 
Bring your Vuarnets, make sure your lycra 
matches your quickdraws, and prepare for 
some incredible climbing! 
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LAKELAND CLIMBING 
The First Hundred Years 
Part Two by Trevor Jones 

thur Dolphin - the flaxen-haired 
Yorkshire Gazelle - sprinted into 

his county's cross-country team , 
then dashed up to the North West Face of 
Gimmer Crag to force a much-fancied line 
which Birkett had attempted and failed. 
The route was awesomely steep , and after 
top-roping it, Dolphin produced Kipling 
Groove (because it was ruddy ' ard). He was 
keen on whimsical names: Godiva Groove, 
because it was rather exposed and Basker
ville because of an inquisitive hound. He 
was criticised for his pre-inspection of Kipling 
Groove but a precedent was set by previous 
stars such as Herford, Roper and Kelly who 
had top-roped Central Buttress, Black Wall 
and Moss Ghyll Grooves. 

Perhaps Birkett felt inspired by Dolphin 
to produce what was to be his last hard route 
on Castle Rock of Triermain . Lakeland 's 
first El, Harlot Face was so-called because 
it was as hard as one. Its crux consisted of a 
grapple with an overhanging groove, fol
lowed by ape-like swings round an under
cut rib. 

Such acrobatics came naturally to a short 
Manchester plumber - Joe Brown, who 
even in 1949 was making his mark. His first 
new route in Wales, Hangover (El) was 
repeated three weeks later by three mem
bers of a small anarchistic working class 
group dubbed the Bradford Lads: Peter 
Greenwood led Hangover supported by the 
Drasdo brothers, Harold and Neville. The 
Bradford Lads, together with Dolphin and 
Brown's Rock and Ice group were to domi
nate Lakeland climbing for the next few 
years. 

Brown repeated Kipling Groove but 
knocked in a piton on the crux. Drasdo 
burst in on the Bradford Lads' Sunday night 
rendezvous with the terrible news. York
shire honour was at stake, so next weekend 
Greenwood repeated Kipling Groove, 
paused and spat on Brown's offensive iron
mongery, without needing to clip it , and 
finished the pitch. The brave new working 
class climbers forced Dolphin to breach the 
El barrier with Deer Bield Buttress which 
was repeated by Greenwood in the wet. 
Greenwood and Dolphin teamed up, the 
Bradford roustabout and the Leeds intellec
tual, to produce three great routes: Sword 
of Damocles, Hell's Groove, and Pegasus; a 
typical Dolphin name, because it was peg
assisted. Following Dolphin's death, whilst 
descending the Dent du Geant, Green
wood's hard climbing continued , despite his 
non-stop smoking and drinking. (It is esti
mated that up to the present day he has 
drunk 20,000 pints of beer and smoked half 
a million cigarettes.) 

The Rock and Ice paragons were Joe 
Brown and Don Whillans, but it was Whil
lans who made the greatest Rock and Ice 
contributions to the Lake District. It was 
Whillans who forced the vicious groove that 
Birkett had attempted on Harlot Face, and 
when Brown fell off with a broken hold, the 
climb's formidable reputation was assured. 
Whillans' route Doveda/e Grooves, high 
above Brothers Water , was tried by many 
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Above: Arthur Dolphin - the Yorkshire Gazelle - in running kit. Photo: Marie Blake 
Collection. Opposite Page: Nearing the end of the exposed traverse of Ron Moseley's 1953 
route Pendulum (E2), on Deer Bie/d Crag. Photo: Ian Roper. 

but a decade was to pass before it received a 
second ascent. 

The following year , I 954, a sixteen year 
old Keswick forestry worker , Paul Ross , 
started doing new routes. Perhaps it was 
inevitable that he and Greenwood would 
team up. Birds and booze on Saturday 
night, new routes during the day. Whillans 
christened Ross " Holiday Bollocks" 
because of his love for the do/cc vita of 
Keswick night life. Ross entered the big 
time with Thirlmere Eliminate on Castle 
rock , ably supported by Greenwood. El 's 
were the entrance fee into the big league 
and with this route Ross showed he wasn't 
just a playboy. Although criticised for use of 
pitons , Ross did not prepare or make abseil 
inspections of his climbs and did his routes 
in a day in line with his Alpine ethics . 

Ross made history in 1956 with a wide 
crack on Eagle Crag. Post Mortem was the 
first Sc pitch in the Lake District, made even 
more impressive as ace gritstone crack 
climber Don Whillans had previously fallen 
off it. There was a flurry of Rock and Ice 
routes in 1957: Joe Brown produced the 
second Sc Lakeland pitch with the curiously 
unsatisfactory Eliminot in White Ghyll. 
Then the third man of the group, Ron 
Moseley , led Phoenix on the East Buttress 
of Scafell, a grade harder than anything else 
on the cliff. 

A Sc pitch was now the entrance exam for 
a hard Cumbrian climber, and equal to this 
was Les Brown - a physics graduate at 
Wmdscalc, six foot four in height with thick 
spectacles and an academic air of detach
ment. One summer evening he forced the 





Above: Dolphin making the crux mantel on the first ascent of Kipling Groove, May 17th 
1948. Photo: Blake Collection. Below: The irrepressible Rock and Ice made several telling 
raids on the Lakeland crags. Here, Slim Sorrell plays a supporting role to a youthful Joe 
Brown (left) and Peter Cargill (right), at Wal/end, Langdale, September 1951. 
Photo: George Kitchin. 
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untouched main face of Heron Crag with 
the great Gormenghast. Forgetfulness 
resulted in a bad belay and when the second 
fell off only a large knot, which fortunately 
jammed , saved them. Dow Crag and 
Sidewalk gave one of his more sustained 
triumphant lines, the start a step off a 
pedestal high up in Dow's Great Gully into 
instant gnawing exposure. 

However , the great achievement of 1960 
came to rock maestro Don Whillans on 
Dove Crag with Extol, where he extolled all 
his and Lakeland 's virtues: 

"A large , black sunless corner containing 
a hundred feet of nearly vertical rock and 
steep slab, topped by about forty to fifty 
feet of mostly overhanging rock. It was 
rather like a double-sized Cenotaph Corner 
topped by overhangs and without a crack in 
the corner ." 

Next , from the Satanic Mills of York
shire, emerged another great climber; owl
eyed Allan Austin was nick-named Tubby , 
a misnomer due to numerous layers of 
tattered woollen pullovers , but his Billy 
Bunter-like appearance concealed rare 
strength. Once in the Dungeon Ghyll bar he 
was talking about what he thought was the 
second ascent of Sword of Damocles until 
Whillans paused, tapped his cigarette , and 
drawled , "Oh aye, I did ' t second ascent in't 
winter. 'ad ter chip ice off't holds wi' a 
penknife". 

Austin made Langdale his Lakeland 
home, and for eighteen years up to 1974 was 
the king of that valley, and rigid arbiter of 
non-cheating ethics for all new climbs. 
Finally he had a total of nearly forty new 
routes to his credit. He made Pavey Ark a 
hard man 's playground with route after 
route , but the jewel in its crown was Astra , 
still after 25 years thought to be one of the 
best climbs in the valley . 

Peter Crew was obsessed with toppling 
Joe Brown from his lofty Welsh pedestal. 
Crew raided the Lake District, repeated 
Dovedale Grooves , then plugged the gap 
between it and Extol with Hiraeth - Welsh 
for a "longing for Wales". Crew heard that 
his Welsh climbing friend Jack Soper had 
designs on the unclimbed Central Pillar of 
Esk Buttress . A dawn start ensured that 
Crew beat his astonished friend to the finest 
climb of 1962. 

Far away on Goat Crag in Borrowdale , 
Les Brown unearthed Praying Mantis , not 
hard, but it showed possibilities on crags 
hitherto thought totally unworthy. There 
followed a veritable gold rush , as others 
rushed to dig out unlikely crags. Perhaps it 
was inevitable that another Welsh predator , 
Richard McHardy , plucked the plum crack 
on Great Gable to give The Viking , the first 
popular E3 in the Lake District. 

In the early seventies Peter Livesey 
changed climbing forever when he decided 
to become the Best British Climber by dint 
of relentless training, abseil inspection of 
new routes , practising hard moves on a rope 
and wire-brushing critical holds. He made 
sure that any gentlemanly climbing 
attitudes were ruthlessly dumped , and 
popularised the advantages of climbing in 
perpetual summer sunshine in the Verdon 
Gorge and the Yosemite Valley. He had 
been Northern Counties Junior Steeple
chase Champion and in an outdoor interna
tional television ath letic competition in 
New Zealand he came fourth and won 
£8,000. 

His Cumbrian routes were few but pro
found; one of the first was Sally Free and 
Easy on Pavey Ark, which Austin and 
Valentine then claimed as Ragman's Trum
pet. Livesey insisted they had repeated his 
pitch , Austin denied it , and a printed battle 
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Above Left: Whillans holding court at a latter day Rock and lee "Do". L-R: Norman Rimmer, Alan Taylor, Ray and Pete Greenall, Don 
Cowan , Eric Price , Whillans , Les Wright. Photo: Nat Allen . Above Right: Harold Drasdo, anarchist. Photo: Bob Allen. Below Left: Geoff 
Oliver. Photo: Roper. Below Right: Yorkshire relish - Allan Austin , Jenny Austin , Brian Evans, Aileen Evans , with a fine van, around 
1959. Photo: Neville Drasdo. 

ensued which Austin waged with zest 
against Livesey's total-war-on-the-crag 
concept as opposed to Austin's purist 
approach. 

Two others entered the scene , Ed 
Cleasby and Rob Matheson. On Pavey 
Ark , Matheson pre-placed a piton , and 
used a sky-hook to produce the beautiful 
Cruel Sister and another apoplectic explo
sion from Austin who omitted it from his 
guide book: 

" .. . I cannot see how a party can claim 
to have been successful when , having failed 
on the crux, they have simply gone round to 
the top of the cliff, hung a sling down over it 
and then swarmed up from below ." 

Ed Grindley, too , had realised Pavey 
Ark 's potential with Fallen Angel, despite 
having to wear his second P As which were 
two sizes too big. He had to use two pegs on 
the first pitch , but it was already the Day of 
the Jackal and powerful Jeff Lamb freed it 
to give the first free E4 in the Lake District. 

Two other climbers from the classical 
mould were Colin Read and Johnny Adams 
who ranged all over Cumbria in all weathers , 

reported all aid used, and did not suffer 
from convenient amnesia like some new
routers. They opened up Great End Crag in 
Borrowdale with Nagasaki Grooves. Then 
in another snow-flecked excursion , Read 
and Adams came up with Deimos on Eagle 
Crag, Buttermere and raised standards in 
Buttermere by a full grade . 

In autumn 1973 a pair of Peak invaders, 
Keith Myhill and Ken Jones , produced 
Empire on Raven Crag, Thirlmere , having 
first put off potential rivals by inviting them 
to a mythical party in Sheffield. Upon 
departure they referred to the " insular 
Lakeland scene" which caused local strong 
man Jeff Lamb to free the climb and put 
them in their place. In 1974 in eight weeks 
that shook the climbing world Livesey pro
duced two epoch-making climbs: Right 
Wall on Dinas Cromlech in the Llanberis 
Pass and Footless Crow on Goat Crag in 
Borrowdale. Both were E5s, but Footless 
Crow has the more gripping 6b pitch and 
was 165 feet long. 

Pete Whillance had just started his great 
career and commented: ''I'd say the person 

I most admire was Livesey . I think a lot of 
what Livesey's done. I'm not one that now
adays throws stones at him ... He brought 
a new approach ... ruthless and profes
sional" . 

Three weeks after Footless Crow, atten
tion switched to Esk Buttress where Austin 
apprentice Rod Valentine and Tut 
Braithwaite forced The Cumbrian with 
some aid, producing a furious Livesey reac
tion : 

"Braithwaite and Valentine pulled the 
lowest trick in years ." 

But he too had to resort to aid on a sub
sequent ascent. When a clever gadfly like 
Livesey emerges many people hope his 
routes can be denigrated or found easy , but 
Footless Crow rebuffed the cream of local 
Cumbrian climbers until Dave Armstrong 
of the North Lakes team did it in 1982. This 
group , based in Carlisle, consisted of 
Armstrong , Whillance, Pete Botterill and 
super-jackal Jeff Lamb. They set out on a 
relentless training programme and apart 
from Whitehaven climbing wall they 
climbed by headtorch early in spring on the 
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Above: Sixties men? Paul Ross, A.N. 0. and Brian Henderson at Goat Crag, Borrowdalc, 
1965. Photo: Ken Wilson. 

Above: Ed Grindley, Ian (Sherpa) Roper and Jack Soper. Photo: Wilson. Below Left: The 
late lamented Jeff Lamb, and Below Right: a pensive Rod Valentine. Photos: Ian Roper. 
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Armathwaite sandstone. 
Borrowdale continued to be attractive for 

producing new routes, particularly to Colin 
Downer supported by evergreen Ray 
McHaffie; Downer has produced nearly 
one hundred new routes up to E3 standard 
to the present. He started his campaign on 
Great End Crag and with other enthusiasts 
suspended from separate ropes, leg-rolled 
vast connected areas of vcgitation which 
thudded to the foot of the crag leaving 
hundreds of square feet of untouched rock. 
Great End Corner and Earthstrip gave 800 
feet of new climbing in three days. 

Cleasby was also hard at work; his swarthy 
good looks and bandito moustache gave 
him a hard-man look , confirmed when he 
did a pitch with no protection and was dub
bed Kamikaze Ed. On his Mother Courage 
on Pavey Ark he used up so much strength 
on the crux he had to use a peg: 

" If Cleasby had placed the piton by abseil 
before the ascent, he might have been able 
to climb the route free. Another alternative 
would have been to adopt a tactic that many 
Yorkshire climbers seem to favour, th e 
practice of using tension from a runner 
above the waist. " 

Two days later Cleasby joined forces with 
John Eastham on Scafe]] to produce the 
lofty splendour of Saxon. Cleasby and 
Matheson then celebrated their productive 
friendship on Black Crag in Borrowdale 
with Grand Alliance which stopped many 
leaders: huge white chalk blotches showed 
where they had collided ignominously with 
the cliff, lower down. 

Suddenly Livesey broke his ankle, but as 
it mended he felt the upward urge and went 
to repeat Grand Alliance. Partner John 
Sheard failed on the crux, after two hours , 
but Livesey, at the first attempt and with 
one good foot hopped up it. 

One of Livesey's students was Pete 
Gomersall with whom he teamed up on 
Raven Crag, Thirlmcre; Gomersall led 
Peels of Laughter , then decided to attack an 
old overhanging aid route. Livesey prop
osed an abseil inspection from a hawthorn 
sapling, and when Gomersall jibed at its 
frailty , Livesey loftily replied that he had 
carried out extensive tensile strengths on 
such twigs and that it was quite safe. It took 
five attempts over three days to force the 
first 6b pitch. Livesey kept falling from the 
vital traverse and once managed to grab a 
spike in mid-flight on which he perched like 
a bespectacled bird. The second pitch 
proved to be just as hard for Gomersall and 
his joint triumph on Das Kapital was 
Livcsey's last hard route in the Lakes: part 
of a small but enormous contribution to its 
crags. 

Rivalry intensified between the North 
and South Lakes teams. Cleasby and 
Matheson changed their tactics in line with 
current thinking and top-roped then led an 
unclimbed arete on Deer Bield Crag which 
had previously been cleaned by Whillancc. 
They called it Imagination. A furious Whil
lance repeated it , renamed it Life in the Fast 
Lane, and mutilated Cleasby's written 
description. The two sides met acrimoniously 
in the Golden Rule in Ambleside where 
Pete Bottcrill grimly commented: " It's like 
a bloody war." 

As if galvanised by this route Whillance 
climbed the impressive front face of Deer 
Bield Crag with Take It To The Limit. Ace 
peak climber Ron Fawcett , who had taken 
over as Top Climber from Livesey there, 
was pressed to repeat it, with Whillance 
watching. Livesey commented sourly in a 
magazine that it was 'pathetically easy' but 
made no attempt to repeat it. 
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Cleasby wrote of Whillance: · 
"his forte being just off vertical walls with 

minimal holds and protection". 
Attention turned to historic Scafell where 

Cleasby and Matheson produced one of 
their finest efforts, Shere Khan , but Bot
tcrill and Lamb came up with five routes, 
the hardest being Carahadras with two 6b 
pitches, one led by Botterill , his first 6b lead 
after an apprenticeship with musclcman 
Lamb. 

Fawcett was drawn to the roadside Bow
derstone Crag in Borrowdale which had an 
awesomely smooth wall sporting an old six
ties aid route. A siege of its tendon-tearing 
thin cracks finally gave him Hell 's Wall, 
Lakeland's first 6c pitch. 

Borrowdalc appealed to two more 
Yorkshiremen, the giant Berzins brothers 
whose extensive reach enabled them to sub
due Exclamation, a ludicrously overhang
ing sixty feet, but more important the grow
ing acceptability of shorter and yet shorter 
hard climbs. 6a pitches to the Berzins 
brothers were 6b to someone only 5' 9" and 
impossible to someone of 5' 5". 

1980 saw a new guide book to Langdale 
from Yorkshireman Mike Mortimer. 
Livescy's review was indignant about com
ments on his routes: 

"Fine Time was climbed on sight ... 
There was no pre-preparation ... Sally Free 
and Easy ... is eminently sound and hold
less." 

A counterblast from Martin Berzins was 
cutting: 
"John Hartley saw Livesey practice the 
overhang on Fine Time ... Sally Free and 
Easy ... only a mind lobotomised by some 
of the more tottering attractions of 
Langdale and Gordale would describe it as 
'eminently sound and holdless'." 

The climbing world sat back in delight at 
the two sparring Yorkshiremen. The major 
discovery in 1980 by the North Lakes team 
was Hodge Close Quarry near Coniston, 
and a frenzied period in March produced 
five routes in this loose, sombre, hole in the 
ground. 

They called one of the routes Behind the 
Lines to rub in their discovery to Cleasby 
and Matheson, who were stung into action 
in April, having accepted the constraint that 
no bolts were allowed despite their accep
tance on similar places in Wales and the 
Peak. Whillance topped all efforts with his 
appropriately-named Life In The Fast 
Lane. 

Another new high crag was discovered -
Raven Crag, Threshwaite Cove, high above 
Brotherswater, where Whillance had a 
huge ] 20 foot fall in wet condi_tions tryin~ to 
forestall a rival team, breaking or pulling 
most of his protection and scraping his face 
in the final inches above the deck. However 
he discharged himself from hospital when 
he realised that he was in danger of being 
late for his tea. He returned to finish the 
climb, Top Gear , the first of many hard 
starred routes which appealed to the able 
1eunesse. 

Botterill and Lamb had a final joint surge 
on Scafell in 1981. The Almighty gave Bot
terill one of his hardest struggles but was 
seconded by Lamb in trainers. Lamb then 
top-roped Parting Shot in Borrowdale 
before emigrating to Australia. His sub
sequent fatal accident left the Lakeland 
climbing world stunned. 

In Southern Lakeland there was a limes
tone cliff - Chapel Head Scar, often dry 
when the high crags were wet, but early 
pioneers were faced with an irascible armed 
gamekeeper. Ron Fawcett produced 
Moonchild and then the Kamikaze Kid -
Ed. Cleasby - produced Android on the 

Latter Day Saints: Top Row: Botterill, Downer, McHaffie. Middle: Whillance, Cleasby. 
Bottom: Matheson, Berzins. Photos: Roper, Greenbank, Matheson, Matheson, 
Roper, Berzins Collection. 

Great Buttress. Ace climber-photographer 
Al Phizacklea produced War Games, 
repeated by dashing Dougie Hall. Sunny
smiled Dougie is one of Britain's best on
sight climbers and repeated Botterill 's The 
Almighty one summer evening. In one of his 
only Lakes Saturdays, when he just had 
time to do a climb before returning for a 
wedding in Oldham at 5pm, he forced West
ern Union (E6 6c) on Iron Crag, Thirlmere, 
which overhangs thirty feet in its 130 foot 
length. 

(By the end of 1987 Hall clocked up an 
astonishing 1000 Extremes in twelve 
months.) 

Young Paul Cornforth spearheaded an 
onslaught on Chapel Head Scar , helped by 
Al Phizacklea. Cornforth 's Super-Duper 
Dupont , followed by Maboulisme Mervei/
/eux Lakcland 's first E7 , was a ludicrously 
ove!hanging challenge. During one attempt 
a hold broke off at the end of a big roof. He 
abseiled down and glued it back in position; 
another hold broke off during another 
attempt, another successful glueing was fol
lowed by a triumph. Paul Ingham, too, 
came to the fore after he moved to the 

Lakes to live ; despite being in his thirties he 
forced Moffatt 's Father Ape to give 
Geronimo then the first 7a pitch with Zantom 
Phone on Chapel Head Scar. 

Martin Berzins and Chris Sowden, how
ever, remained devoted to Scafe]] and were 
rewarded with Borderline. 

During the awful summer of 1987 
Cornforth and Ingham produced Torture 
Board and Short Sharp Shock on Reecastle 
Crag respectively, the latter climb's name 
seeming to sum up modern climbing. 

Nowadays most young climbers want to 
climb routes with high E numbers and the 
Lake District is not popular with hard clim
bers, as the cliffs often have long approach 
walks. There is still much untouched rock 
on Scafe]] but without the protection 
needed to climb it. 

The historical crags such as Pillar Rock 
and Dow Crag arc still there, perhaps future 
generations will reap the benefit just the 
same as Haskett Smith . 
Summary: The second part of a resume of 
the forthcoming book Cumbrian Rock, 
written and published by that dynamic duo 
Trevor Jones and Geoff Milburn . 
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The 5000foot North Face of Rocky Ak-Su (5200m) on the left and Snowy Ak-Su on the right. The foot of the peak lies three hours' walk 
from the roadhead. Photo: Jim McCarthy. 

AK-SU ADVENTURE 
by Sibylle Hechtel 

I wasn ' t really meant to be along on this 
trip . The Seattle, USA-Tashkent, 
USSR sister committee had received 

Soviet approval for a Seattle-Tashkent 
climbing exchange: nine Seattle climbers 
were to visit the Ak-Su and Fanski Gori 
mountains for a month starting June 17th, 
1987, and nine Soviets would climb in 
Washington in 1988. Living in Boulder, 
Colorado, didn ' t qualify me as being a Seat
tle resident. But Frith Maier , the co
organizer of the trip , decided she wanted 
other women along, so Alex Bertulis dug 
into his ancient history files for women with 
big wall experience and invited me to join. 

No western climbers had visited the Ak
Su mountains, which are in the Turkes
tanski Range in the Kirgiz SSR. We had 
been sent photos of striking peaks: the 
three-to-five-thousand foot granite walls 
resembled Patagonia or the Trango 
Towers. The eight other climbers: Carla 
Firley, Tom Hargis, Matt Kerns, Frith 
Maier, Jim McCarthy , Dan McNerthney, 
Jim Phillips and Bill Sumner were all Seattle 
residents . I hesitated for about five minutes 
about going on a trip with six people I'd 
never met and two others (Jim and Carla) 
whom I'd last seen fourteen years ago. 
However, greed won out. No one had c_ver 
been to the Ak-Su before, and I was 
unlikely to be invited ever again. 
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The purpose of the trip was to enhance 
US-Soviet understanding and co-operation , 
so we joined nine Tashkent climbers to 
climb with them. Our hosts' goodwill and 
enthusiasm were boundless. After arriving 
in Moscow about 10pm (local time , ll am 
for us) we were offered lots of food. At4.30 
in the morning, we had a quick breakfast. 
At the airport , we had a second breakfast. 
On the three hour flight to Tashkent , we 
had lunch. Tashkent, in Soviet Central 
Asia, is three time zones removed from 
Moscow , so we arrived in time for a formal 
dinner in the "Cafe Seattle". 

Our hosts told us that one of them had 
visited Seattle previously and they had 
designed the cafe from his description. The 
"Cafe Seattle" is a low, round clay building. 
The tables are placed in booths around the 
perimeter of a dark room with loud music 
and a lightshow. The floor had a large 
spiderweb of colored glass tiles , changing 
from yellow to brown to green. A large 
black spider sat in the centre. It didn't 
remind me of Seattle but more of what I 
imagined a moorish opium den would be 
like. 

Our hosts treated us to a seven-course 
meal , one exotic course after another. After 
hours of attempting to stuff our full 
stomachs, we were invited to more sight
seeing. Utterly exhausted, we declined and 

returned to the airport to wait for the plane 
to Samarkand , where we arrived shortly 
after midnight of the longest day of my life. 

From Samarkand's " Intourist Hotel", a 
shiny " Intourist Bus" took us to the end of 
the paved roads and we changed to a dirty, 
beat-up open truck for the ride into the 
mountains . In the cities , we were confined 
to state-run Intourist accommodation: 
foreigners in the USSR are required to stay 
and travel in separate (and better) hotels 
and buses, where Soviets arc generally not 
permitted. This was our first view of the 
Soviet Union from a native viewpoint. 

The first step was getting used to the 
native diet: the ubiquitous 'chai' (strong 
black tea) , sweetened condensed milk , 
bread, potatoes , a herd of goats plus one 
scrawny chicken were the major part of the 
next weeks' supplies. The Soviet physician , 
Valodja , took our pulse and blood pressure 
and certified us as fit to go up the mountain. 
I was less sure about him - he chain smoked 
and looked too out of shape to make it to 
base camp. 

Early the next morning we began the 
seven hour hike to base camp at Lake Alo. 

Opposite Page: The 3000 foot West Face of 
Bloka (5229m), from the summit of 
Observacion, Soviet Central Asia. 
Photo: McCarthy. 





It was a beautiful site with spectacular 
mountain views well worth the long slog up. 
After the inevitable few days of diarrhoea, 
we recovered enough to move camp up to 
about 12,500 ft, on the edge of the glacier, 
with clean water and in striking distance of 
several peaks. . 

Our first climb as a group was Energia, 
5,200 metres high and a reasonably easy 
snow and ice climb. Three Soviets, Andrei, 
Sergei, and Grisha, joined us. There was a 
final icy steep step just below the summit, 
which we front-pointed up. Andrei had 
some problems: the soft aluminium cram
pons the Soviets had were inadequate for 
front pointing on ice. Andrei began chop
ping steps, as I watched in amazement. I'd 
never seen anyone cut steps so quickly - but 
then I'd never seen anyone cut steps on an 
ice climb either - just the occasional step on 
stray tee we'd cross on rock climbs. We 
fixed two ropes up the ice step, and our 
Soviet friends soon joined us on the sµmmit. 
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From the summit of Energia we looked 
across at Chimtarga, the highest peak in the 
Sindon Valley, about 5,500 metres. Our 
Soviet companions were strong and fit, but 
clearly limited by their equipment. Aside 
from heavy cotton tents, cotton rucksacks 
and aluminium crampons, they also had 
cold feet due to their soft leather boots. On 
our next climb of Chimtarga, we were 
joined only by Grisha, a Soviet speed climb
ing champion. The other Soviets, all 
alpinists, had always poked fun at this rock 
jock who sported lycra tights and went boul
dering with the Amerikanski near camp, 
but now Grisha was the only one of the nine 
to climb both peaks. 

The next day we had a quick march down 
to the river camp. The truck took us to 
Samarkand, the 2,500-year old former capi
tal of Tamerlane. We'd been told that we'd 
fly to Tashkent and bus into the Ak-Su 
mountains. Ilya, the Soviet coach, said that 
AK-Su had a "more perfect granite" than 

Left: The high camp on the Ak-Su ridge. 
Photo: Matt Kerns. Opposite Page: The 
huge North Face of Ak-Su seen through a 
telephoto Jens . Photo: McCarthy. 

the Fanski Gori. Since the Fanski Gori 
wasn't granite at all, but among the loosest 
limestone I've ever climbed, this was hardly 
reassuring. 

We were thus totally unprepared for the 
sight awaiting us at Camp Alai, the Soviet 
base camp for the Ak-Su mountains. Two 
hours ' hike up from camp was a cirque of 
stupendous granite walls: 3000 ft to 5000 ft 
vertical walls as smooth and compact as El 
Cap or Half Dome. They looked like they'd 
be difficult - and they were at 17,000 to 
18,000 feet, coated with ice, and corniced. 
The first day the nine of us, accompanied by 
several Soviets, hiked two hours up to the 
cirque to explore. 

We decided to climb a smaller peak, 
Observacion, which was right in the middle 
of the cirque and offered excellent views of 
several of the larger walls. At the base of the 
peak, we met Kabayenko, the Soviet leader 
of Camp Alai. Matt nicknamed him John 
Wayne: this guy was tough. He was in his 
late forties or early fifties now and had done 
many of the first ascents in this area. We 
chatted with him as we had a brief snack and 
repacked our gear for the summit. He said 
he'd just climbed the peak early that morn
ing and was on his way down. 

As we continued up the face of the ridge, 
we mysteriously lost most of our Soviet con
tingent, with the exception of Grisha. 
"Wonder why those guys don't want to 
climb this?" Dan mused. We learned why 
soon. 

"It's not acceptable for anyone to be 
higher than the leader," Grisha explained. 
We were dumbfounded. The Soviets had 
turned back because it wasn't proper (per
mitted?) for them to be higher than John 
Wayne? 

"Imagine," exclaimed Frith, "Meeting 
Whittaker on Rainier and turning back 
because you cannot be higher up than him!" 

Apparently that wasn't our only breach 
with Soviet tradition. On the summit, 
Grisha appealed to us. "Help me, you must 
protect me from Ilya (the coach). I've just 
broken the s.upreme commandment of 
Soviet mountaineering." 

What was this, we wondered. What hein
ous crime had we accidentally perpetrated? 
Climbing unroped, it turned out. Unroped 
climbing and soloing are forbidden to 
Soviets. 

After this climb, we divided up and 
headed for different mountains. Jim P., Bill 
and Frith joined up with three Soviets to 
climb several unnamed peaks. Tom, Matt, 
and Dan set out for Ak-Su. Jim and Carla 
planned on doing the East Buttress of 
Iskander, which was what I wanted to try. 
Since one goal was to climb with the 
Soviets, I thought this would be a good 
time. I wanted to do this climb and needed 
a partner. I asked for Grisha, the hot rock 
climber, as this was an entirely rock route. 
This was not allowed: Grisha did not have 
an adequate alpine rating to be permitted 
on Iskander. Each peak and each climber 
has a rating, and his wasn't adequate. I next 
asked for anyone else - preferably one of the 
Soviets who spoke some German. I thought 





Above: The Summit of Ak-Su from the highest camp. Photo: Kerns. Below: Big Iskander 
(left), and little Iskander (right), from Observacion. Photo: McCarthy. Opposite Page: 
The East Face of Little Iskander. Photo: Sibylle Hechtel. 

36 

I could lead any pitch, so it didn't much 
matter with whom I went. This wasn't per
mitted either: I had to go with two Soviet 
climbers. I was beginning to feel discrimi
nated against - particularly since there were 
no Soviet women climbers. But, climbing 
with three could be almost as fast as with 
two, so I agreed. 

After Ilya's next requirement, though, I 
just turned around, walked off, and had 
hysterics. They insisted that I needed to 
take eight ropes. Whatever for? I was told 
to fix four pitches on day one and come 
down to sleep at the base, fix four pitches on 
day two - and then try the climb on the third 
day. All this on a fourteen pitch buttress 
that's rated Soviet 5 - which we think is 
about 5.8. Even if it's 5.9 with occassional 
5.10 it doesn't take three days. There was 
no use trying to tell Ilya that I had done 28 
pitch routes in a day - those were the rules. 

Jim and Carla were shocked, and 
suggested I do the climb with them instead. 
We set out on the approach across the 
glacier and up the scree slopes in the dark, 
hoping to start climbing by seven or eight. 
When we arrived at the base, we saw the 
Soviet system in action. There were 
between 10 and 15 bedraggled Soviets biv
vying at the base, wet ropes and bivvy gear 
hung on ropes to dry out, about four pitches 
fixed. The leaders were going up first, to fix 
pitches to the top of the eighth pitch where 
there was reportedly a good bivvy. 

I thought we might be able to climb fast 
and get ahead of them. No luck: Jim was 
nearly decapitated by a large boulder while 
belaying me. There were Soviets jumaring 
fixed lines strewn above us like so many 
spiderwebs. While the climbing wasn't 
overly hard, mostly 5.8 or 5,9, there was the 
occasional harder move and, worse yet, 
loose holds and wet patches of lichen
covered rock. We couldn't move fast 
enough to pass the Soviet jumaring team, 
and climbing below them was out of the 
question. Reluctantly, we rapelled off. 

We decided to climb Bloka instead. This 
route went up a gully to a notch. We had 
seen a photo in camp which indicated four 
or five pitches of rock before getting on 
snow to the top. Andrei and Ilya, the 
slightly overweight coach who couldn't 
carry a pack because of his bad leg, had 
mentioned they were going to try it, so we 
expected easy going. 

Three hours' hiking took us to the neve at 
the base of the left edge of the towering 
West Face. We arrived here just as the daily 
afternoon thunderstorm did. We quickly 
put up a tent, preparing to wait out the 
storm and stock up on calories and melt 
snow while we waited. The storm blew away 
again quickly, giving us a clear blue after
noon. We decided to climb the coulouir 
then, as there appeared to be no rock fall 
and the weather seemed good. Jim hoped 
we might reach the saddle in two or three 
hours. 

The going started slow, in knee-deep 
snow, and got slower as the snow grew thigh 
deep. Several hours later we were possibly 
halfway up, and as the angle steepened, the 
snow became a six inch layer over rotten 
ice. By 10pm, we were roped up, climbing 
60° ice which gradually got steeper. Leading 
my third pitch, I felt like I was trying to 
swim uphill. The ice was brittle and rotten 
and I couldn ' t see any of it : I did have a 
headlamp but it was snowing heavily and 
blowing. I was constantly hit by spindrift, 
and there were at least six inches of snow 
over the ice. I was digging down to the rock 
at the edge of the coulouir when I found a 
fixed ice screw. Hallelujah! I quickly clip-



ped in, hung on it , and decided to let Jim 
lead the rest. Kicking steps in the begin
ning , and carrying a pack while placing axes 
had left me exhausted. 

Jim yelled to keep going, that he could 
see the top in my headlamp beam . I could 
see it too , but I could also see the ice 
between me and it and it looked horrible 
and rotten. Jim came up to take the lead . As 
he traversed around beneath me , he said, 
"Watch me , I could fall here" . I was glad I 
wasn't the only one who found this section 
difficult. 

I got colder and colder in the dark . The 
last thirty feet were vertical or nearly so, 
with rotten ice. Luckily there were rocks 
sticking out of the ice that we could pull and 
mantle up on. The top was a shock: no sad
dle, no notch for a camp site - just a knife
edged arete . Reaching the ridge , I sat 
astraddle, so I wouldn't be blown off in the 
gale. There was a cornice that a small plat
form had been hacked out of. We got our 
tiny Bibler tent up and the three of us 
crawled inside exhausted . 

It snowed and howled all night. We woke 
to simultaneous thunder and lightning 
which was particularly frightening since one 
of the Soviets had been killed by lightning 
two days earlier. Soon , we heard voices. 
Two climbers from Leningrad were rapel
ling down the face above. They came over 
to our tent , desperately searching around 
for something. It transpired that we had 
slept on top of two ice axes , two pairs of 
crampons , a mass of ice screws, and never 
noticed! The Leningrad climbers seemed a 
different breed from our Tashkent group -
and they must have had better crampons. 

We waited for a break in the wind, then 
rapelled the couloir and retreated quickly. 
About twenty inches of snow had fallen , so 
we worried about avalanches. We reached 
our high camp site, and headed down to 
base camp the next day, while the storm 
continued. 

There we saw Matt , Dan and Tom . They 
hadn't fared much better. Having climbed a 
1500 ft 60° couloir to the East Ridge, they 
hoped that they would be able to traverse it 
unroped to the base of the summit triangle. 
The ridge proved to be knife-edged and cor
niced, and after thirty roped pitches to gain 
the summit triangle , they bivouaced and 
tried for the summit. 

Climbing along the ridge and up the final 
wall was up to 5.9, interspersed with mixed 
sections , snow, and ice-filled cracks. About 
10 pitches short of the summit , they realized 
they would not top out and return within a 
day . A bivvy in the open at 17 ,000 feet 
wasn't an option, so they turned back only 
to be hit by the same storm we were in . They 
had climbed for five days before weather 
forced a retreat. 

Although we hadn't climbed Ak-Su or 
Bloka, we felt lucky to have seen these 
peaks , and the tremendous ranges sur
rounding them . No western climber had 
ever been there before : the region had only 
been opened up for Soviet climbers four 
years ago, and we were getting a try at the 
best peaks. 

The Soviets were extremely generous. 
They offered to let us climb any unnamed 
peak , and call it Pik Seattle . There were 
many unclimbed peaks and faces in the 
area, on what looked like high quality gra
nite. Unfortunately, time had run out, so 
these climbs will have to wait for another 
visit. 

S~mmary: A pioneering visit by American 
climbers to a little known climbing area with 
great potential in Soviet Central Asia , Sum
mer 1987. 



JEAN-MARC BOIVIN 
Interviewed by Nadege Chable 
Photos: Rene Robert/Agence Vertical 

With Jean Afanassief's last film, 'Descentes', 
you won first prize at the Autrans festival 
(Snow and ice film festival) . How did you get 
the idea for the film? 

JMB: The basis of the project was to ski down 
the Drus, an idea I'd had for several years. 
That year the ·condttions in the mountains 
were good enough so I jumped at the chance. 
Then I said to myself .that it would be great to 
do several descents. So I started with the 
Moine, then the Drus (the hardest descent), 
then the Aiguille Verte via the Whymper, Les 
Courtes and finally the Grandes Jorasses. 

Were you pleased that the film got the top 
prize? 
Yes, I was really pleased that Jean Afanassief 
got first prize as our budget was very small. 
Jean made a very good film. 

In 1980, you made your first linked ascents on 
the Matterhorn. In 1981, you linked the South 
Face of the Fou and the American Direct on 
the Drus in the same day with Patrick 
Berhault. What made you want to start linked 
ascents? 
It was, in fact, a logical progression. When I 
was a student, a mate and I climbed like mad 
and we sometimes managed, like in the 
Purscheller, to link four 200m routes in a day. 
It was interesting to apply this to longer, har
der routes. When I started linking routes, it 
wasn't yet in vogue. 

Do you have a special training programme? 
No, not really. In winter, I do a lot of skiing -
cross-country skiing as well. But as I do a lot 
of different sports (skiing, hang-gliding, 
parapente, rock climbing, etc.) I am always fit. 
When I want to do something special in a par
ticular discipline I stick to that for the two 
weeks leading up to it. 

This gives you a kind of psychological prepa
ration as well, I suppose? 
I give the same commitment to all the sports 
I do - solo ascents, extreme skiing, etc .. One 
can't afford to make a mistake. If I am ready to 
tackle a solo ascent, then I am equally ready 
for a steep descent. 

What does risk mean to you? 
Risk is an integral part of being in the moun
tains and of my concept of life. In competitive 
climbing, for example, you have to train every 
day to be at the top level, but there's nothing 
unexpected and no sense of adventure in it. In 
the mountains or extreme skiing there's an 
additional commitment which gives an extra 
dimension. I have remained a kid at heart and 
appreciate the gamble involved, and the plea
sure of the unknown. 

Do you make a lot of sacrifices in order to 
carry out your projects? 
No, not many. I don't train a lot but I'm con
stantly active. Mental attitude is the impor
tant factor. The sensation of adventure is an 
experience which can't easily be recounted. 
I'm an optimist really, so going down a very 
steep couloir which no one has been down 
before is an exhilarating experience. After the 
first two turns, I no longer feel worried. This 
type of experience also gives one confidence. 

Have any people, past or present, in the 
mountaineering world, influenced you? 
Well, in the new generation of climbers, I 
really appreciate Patrick Berhault. I like _his 
approach and view of life. Then there's 
Bonatti who was always trying something 
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new. I feel that once something has been 
done then it's no longer of any in'terest -
there's no more to prove. When Patrick and I 
went off to do the South Face of the Fou and 
the Drus in the same day, we thought it would 
be possible but it was nevertheless an 
unknown entity as no one had done it before. 
I was the first to link hang-gliding to moun
taineering and linking routes using 
parapente. I try to do something 'creative' 
each time. ('Creative' is a big word. There's 
nothing to show for what you've done; it's 
only a game.) 
Do you think that you control your media 
image? 
No, absolutely not. The problem doesn't arise 
with specialist magazines like yours but with 
the mass media which doesn't have the techni
cal expertise to analyse correctly what's hap
pening in mountaineering terms. 

In 1986, when you did solo linked ascents: the 
Grassi Route on the Aiguille Verte, Davaille on 
Les Droites, Swiss Route on Les Courtes, the 
Shroud on the Grandes Jorasses - you were 
called a 'sly fox '. How do you feel about that? 
This was at the time when Christophe Profit and 
Eric Escoffier were linking routes, but what I did 
wasn't in any way calculated. It was becoming 
annoying just hearing about two climbers all 
the time - rather artificial. Anyhow, the main 
bulk of the public has a completely false idea. 
Climbing the normal route on an 8000m peak 
takes on more importance than a technical 
route on a smaller summit. Anyway, I don't like 
talking about my plans as there are so many dif
ferent factors to control - especially when link
ing routes using a hang-glider or parapente, 
which requires good weather and very little 
wind as well. Moreover, one needs to be in 
good physical shape with good conditions in 
the mountains. That adds up to a lot of vari
ables. But each person has his own way of 
seeing things. Formerly, mountains were much 
less of a media attraction and there was a lot 
less money involved. 

Your name, nevertheless, often appears in the 
press. How do you feel about that? 
The press often comes to me. When I come up 
with a plan, it's because it's an adventure. 
Before doing the linked routes on the Aiguille 
Verte, I had just returned from Japan where I 
had broken my arm. To get into the swing of 
things, on the 5th March 1986, I did Mont Blanc 
du Tacul by the Gabarrou Couloir, tacked on 
Mont Maudit, then Mont Blanc and came down 
by parachute. On 9th March I did a solo ascent 
of the Pilier d'Angle, the Freney Couloir, 
descending on skis to Chamonix by the wall on 
the edge. But it didn't get a mention. When 
something is covered by the media, it does 
provide money for a living of course, but it isn't 
the only reason for doing it. I find it interesting 
to make films, to make people dream. 

Tell us about the advert you made for Dunlop in 
Colombia (when you got the world record for 
high altitude precision landing, from the sum
mit of Rita Cuba) 

The original plan involved climbing an 8000m 
peak in the Himalaya, and throwing a tyre from 
the summit, which I thought was rather a banal 
idea. Moreover, we only had two months and 
no authorisation. Then I thought of the Andes, 
and I wanted to do a free fall. So I went on a 
course and we set off for Colombia, to Rita 
Cuba. Our team was small: Guy Abert, Didier 
Lafont and Rene Ghilini. First of all we reconnoi
tered the summits. I didn't have much experi
ence in free falls as I only had five days before 



setting off, but my experience in hang-gliders 
and parapentes helped me a great deal. 

What about Gasherbrum by hang-glider? 
(World record for a high altitude jump). 
We were with Toru Nakano who got carried 
away in an avalanche. The atmosphere 
changed, we were divided in our opinions, but 
I wanted to pay homage to him through the 
film, so we carried on. We had a great team. We 
had to make tracks with a spade, and I had to 
carry half of my hang-glider. We climbed the 
summit together but there was a lot of wind, so 
I folded up the hang-glider but didn't put it in it's 
cover. This was a mistake. I retreated down to 
camp four, then went down to base camp 
where I had a rest day. The next day, from 
advance base camp, I got up to the summit in 
16 hours. I had originally wanted to descend on 
skis and by hang-glider, so, in order not to miss 
out I took up my ski equipment. At camp four, 
there was no wind, so I left all my ski equipment 
behind. When I arrived at the summit, only 
50cm of the wing were showing. I spent four to 
five hours digging it out with my piton hammer 
and managed to make a 50cm tear down one 
side. But as conditions were good, I jumped. 
There was no problem. 

What is your best memory? 
My best memory is not one of the most spec
tacular technically speaking. It is an expedition 
I made to the Amazon in 1984 (climbing the 
Aratitiyope). The Amazon was a completely 
new area. I wouldn't want to play at trying to 
climb all the fourteen 8000m peaks. That's out 
of the question. It's the same thing every time, 
climbing up, coming down. 

Once you've been on two or three expedi
tions, you're just repeating yourself. I like chang
ing countries, ambience, climate and people. I 
like deserted and wild places. The Indians are 
an extraordinary people and I adored going 
fishing with them. 

Have you been to Scotland? 
Scotland was different again. We were given a 
very warm welcome. Every night was spent 
drinking beer and whisky down the pub. I like 
the British cool. I knew Roger Baxter-Jones 
very well; we even put up a route together at 
Point Elizabeth in '84- 'Tres Nice, Very Beau.' 

What about new routes? 
I like variety. Generally, I put up between one 
and five new routes a year. Last year, I put up a 
route on the North Face of Pointe Gugliermina. 
It wasn't very hard but interesting. It's another 
way of experiencing the mountains. You're on a 
rope so you can fall; and you're with mates and 
having a good time. Going solo is different; 
what's good about solo ascents is that you can 
move really fast and don't get tired . I also like 
the fleeting, lightning side of it. The sensations 
are much stronger. 

How do you question yourself? 
For me, action is a way of questioning myself. 
It's a need to do something, I can't keep still. I've 
got to be on the move. 

I 

I 
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PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Top Adventurers! 
The Italian adventure magazine 
Capo Horn recently held a poll to 
discover who, in its readers' eyes, 
were the most illustrious 
adventure-sports people of all. 

Not surprisingly, Reinhold 
Messner won hands down with 
18,715 votes, his nearest rival 
being Walter Bonatti with 8,923. 
Jacques Cousteau and the skier 
Alberto Tomba each pulled in 
over 7,000 votes, while Jean Marc 
Boivin had 5,000+ and Jerzy 
Kukuczka 3,500+ . Climbers and 
racing drivers dominated the lists, 
though Sylvester Stallone rather 
surprisingly crept in with 1,000 
votes. Top woman was Catherine 
Destivellewith 3,331, but she was 
only two votes ahead of her Italian 
counterpart Luisa Jovane; the 
Tinsel-town representative for the 
women was Jane Fonda. Dog 
Musher Libby Riddles and 
yachtswoman Naomi James also 
featured, as did Goretta 
Casarotto, widow of the 
celebrated Italian climber Renato 
Casarotto. She was on K2 waiting 
for her husband when he was 
killed in 1986. 

At Last, the Nanda Devi Story 
Before he went to Nanda Devi in 
1976, John Roskelley had already 
decided to write a book about the 
expedition. He could not, of 
course, have known then just how 
dramatic the trip would turn out to 
be; it was just that his father had 
been a journalist and Roskelley 
felt the time had come for him, 
too, to get down to some serious 
reporting. Fate granted him a full 
plot: the expedition though 
successful in climbing a major 
new route was beset by 
misfortune and conflict . There 
was love and courage, and 
ultimately there was tragedy -
tragedy almost symbolic in its 
horrifying symmetry. Nanda Devi 
Unsoeld, whose inspiration the 
climb had been, died high on the 
mountain whose name she 
shared. With such a story to tell -
one which he records honestly 
and observantly - how surprising 
then that it should have taken 
Roskelley ten years to find a 
publisher. And how easy, given 
his controversial reputation, to. 
imagine the hand of conspiracy in 
this. 

"Wild Boy" Roskelley may be 
America's most celebrated 
mountaineer, but he is not flavour 
of the month with the 
establishment. He has been 
quoted as saying that he would 
rather floss his dog's teeth than 
go to an American Alpine Club 
meeting. The feeling would 
appear to be mutual : the Club's 
repeated failure to invite 
Roskelley to lecture has been 
interpreted by many as a 
deliberate purge, a view Roskelley 
shares. The question is, if such a 
boycott does or did exist, could 
the Club's influence conceivably 
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be felt in the world of publishing, 
too? Who advises on 
mountaineering titles? 

Roske I ley sent the book to 
several publishers only to have it 
politely returned, by which time of 
course it was no longer 'topical'. 
At length it came back from 
Doubleday, the fifth or sixth 
publisher he'd tried, with the 
reason given for their refusal that 
they were already considering 
another mountaineering book 
and would not be interested in 
having two. When Roskelley 
learned that the book they had 
chosen in favour of his was about 
"climbing" the World Trade 
Center, he gave up in disgust. The 
rejected manuscript languished in 
his filing cabinet for four years 
until lack of funds forced him to 
pull it out and try again. Nanda 
Devi: The Tragic Expedition was 
finally published by Stackpole 
Books of Harrisburg last year with 
an English edition appearing this 
spring from Oxford Illustrated 
Press (£9.95). It was a long wait, 
but it's a timeless story. 

Fifty Years On 
Last year marked the fiftieth 
anniversary of Riccardo Cassin's 
first ascent of the North East Face 
of Piz Badile. It was, as the chapter 
heading in his autobiography 
reminds us, A Great Climb Marred 
by Tragedy. Cassin with two other 
Lecco climbers, Gino Esposito 
and Vittorio Ratti, found 
themselves sharing the route with 
two young men from Como, 
Mario Molteni, and Giuseppe 
Valsecchi, and on the morning of 
the second day, their two parties 
united into a single team. After 
thirty-four hours' climbing, they 
completed the route in a fierce 
storm which continued to lash the 
face throughout the long descent. 
Before safety could be reached, 
the two Como climbers died of 
exposure and exhaustion in the 
arms of their companions. 

At seventy-eight years old, 
Cassin was persuaded to repeat 
the climb for the making of a 
video-film. Perhaps the image of 
an old man wobbling on a top · 
rope is not quite how we want to 
remember our great heroes, 
though there is everything to be 
said for recording while we can 
their personal memories of 
milestone climbs. The film, 
Cinquant'anni Dopo by Fulvio 
Mariani and Nando Neuroni, was 
a popular entry at this year's 
Trento festival where it earned the 
locally-awarded video-prize and 
Cassin himself a standing 
ovation. 

The big fiftieth Jubilee this 
summer is of the first Eigerwand 
ascent by Anderl Heckmair, 
Heinrich Harrer, Ludwig (Wiggerl) 
Vorg and Fritz Kasparek. There is 
no suggestion that either of the . 
survivors, Heckmair or Harrer, will 
be required to repeat the climb, 
but this occasion too will be 

Above: John Roskelley - enfant terrible - autt.or. Photo: Bernard 
Newman. Below: Anderl Heckmair. Television to mark 50th anniversary 
of Eiger climb. Photo: Terry Tullis. 



Riccardo Cassin - standing ovation for Badile repeat video. Photo: Chris Griffiths. 

marked by a television film, and in 
celebration, Harrer has produced 
a new book on the history of the 
mountain, superseding his earlier 
classic, The White Spider (Das 
Buch vom Eiger, Pinguin Verlag, 
Innsbruck.) 

The Very Top - of What? 
Over the last decade and a half 
Armenian climber Vahabzudeh 
(Mischa) Saleki, who lives in 
Frankfurt, has been visiting the 
world's highest mountains, 
though he rarely bothers with 
permits. Cho Oyu, in particular, 
holds an attraction for him. He has 
visited it, he says, no less than 24 
times and been to its summit on 
four separate occasions. Everest 
he has "kissed twice". In a curious 
little book which appeared in 
West Germany recently - entitled 
Ganz Oben (At the Very Top) -
Saleki explains how he sees 
himself as a pilgrim, and climbing 
as a religious experience. God 
speaks to him on mountain tops. 

Last year West German 
television showed a film of one of 
his solo Cho Oyu ascents. A 
Jaundiced critic writing in the 
magazine Bergweltdescribed it as 
a "conglomeration of bad-actor 
\:)rGaning, confusing text, 
incoherent editing with no main 
point - in short, the filming of a 
more than dubious ascent." 
Another sceptic complained to 
the television company " ... 
always the lonely hero, 

completely on his own, filmed 
from a tripod which moves by 
itself. But what about the many 
footprints in the snow that the 
lonely wanderer fol lows? Are they 
those of the legendary 
Snowman?" 

Mischa Saleki has the power of 
stirring ill-feeling wherever he 
goes. Bergwelt considers him a 
"charlatan gifted in fantasy", and 
claims he suffers from a 
persecution mania; Whillans, we 
know, was wary after Ti rich Mir in 
1975; in 1983 two West Germans 
swore Saleki stole their Cho Oyu 
summit photographs and passed 
them off as his own; even 
Herrligkoffer and Messner are 
united in antipathy towards the 
lonely pilgrim. For his part, Saleki 
has little good to say of any 
climbers, reserving special 
bitterness for Messner; he 
frequently claims brutal 
treatment at the hands of local 
people and authorities in the 
countries he visits. But he keeps 
on going; to be able to afford to do 
so, he must be convincing 
someone with his stories. 

In Passing 
Bob Godfrey, writer/ 
photographer/film-maker from 
Boulder Colorado, committed 
suicide recently. He had been 
diagnosed as suffering from 
Parkinson's Disease. Born in 
Selby, Yorkshire, he emigrated to 
the States in 1968 to take up a 

position at the Colorado Outward 
Bound School. Later he devoted 
himself full time to his creative 
work. With Dudley Chelton he 
wrote Climb!, the history of rock 
climbing in Colorado, and in 1983 
edited Beyond the Vertical, a 
tribute to Layton Kor. His films 
included Free Climb (1978), 
Crested Butte ( 1979), Outward 
Bound (1982), and Sherpa (1983). 

Viennese mountaineer and 
traveller Herbert Tichy died at the 
end of September last year. He 
came under the spell of the 
Himalaya as a young man when 
he travelled overland to India by 
motorcycle; he later studied 
geology in Lahore and Benares. 
Disguised as an Indian student he 
made a pilgrimage around the 
sacred mountain of Kai las, 
attempting Gurla Mandatha en 
route; the war years he spent In 
East Asia, mainly in Peking . In 
1953 he paid his first visit to 
Nepal, spending four months 
exploring in the west o_f the 
country with Sherpa friends, and 
the following year made the first 
ascent of Cho Oyu in what was a 
very small expedition for its time -
3 Europeans and 10 Sherpas. 
Tichy reached the summit with 
Sepp Jochler and Pasang Dawa 
Lama and although he suffered 
frostbite to his fingers, maintains 
things would have been a lot 
worse if he had not drunk so much 
and kept his blood vessels dilated. 
"On the way down, we were 

either tipsy or completely 
plastered for two whole weeks." 
Of his many books, three have 
been translated into English -
Tibetan Adventure ( 1938); Cho 
Oyu (1957) and Himalaya (1970). 

No Date Yet 
Jim Curran's film K2, Triumph 
and Tragedy, which was to have 
been shown on ITV-1 during July, 
has lost its slot to a programme on 
child abuse. No new date has yet 
been announced. Jim, 
meanwhile, is with Brummie 
Stokes' expedition to Everest, 
filming the attempt on the 
Northeast Ridge for HTV-Wales. 

Behind Bars Once More 
Janusz Onyszkiewicz, the 
Solidarity free trade union's 
spokesman, was jailed for six 
weeks after a wave of strikes and 
demonstrations hit Poland during 
April and May. He had given 
interviews to the BBC, Radio Free 
Europe and the Voice of America, 
which were alleged to have 
constituted "disseminating false 
information aimed at fomenting 
unrest." Janusz, former caver and 
mountaineer who was married to 
the late Alison Chadwick, is no 
stranger to detention . His concern 
for the socio-political situation in 
Poland has involved him i·1 
protests since March 196f' and his 
outspoken reports to the foreign 
press make h'im an immediate 
target whenever the political 
climate gets tense: when Martial 
Law was introduced in Poland in 
1981, he was interned in Bialoleka 
for over a year and arrested again 
six months after his release. 

Abominable Showmen? 
BBC microphones did not pick up 
Terry Wogan's remarks upon 
being presented with a package of 
yeti-spoor on his show recently, 
but the curator of the Mammals 
Section of the British Museum 
(Natural History) remained less 
than impressed by other evidence 
brought home by Chris 
Bonington's yeti-hunting 
expedition . The two sheepskins 
which members of the team 
claimed had been neatly removed 
from their rightful owners by a 
skilful predator using some form 
of cutting implement, he felt were 
far more likely to have been 
abandoned by more prosaic 
predators, such as wolves, 
leopards or even magpies and 
crows. John-Paul Davidson, 
director of the TV-crew attached 
to the expedition remains 
adamant that he was trailed one 
blustery day by a large black 
biped with bounding gait. The 
creature left huge footprints in the 
snow to prove it. Bonington and 
Charlie Clarke are gathering this 
and other yeti-lore into a book for 
publication in November. 
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BOOKS 

Nanda Devi - The Tragic 
Expedition 
by John Roskelley 
Stackpole Books $16.95 
Oxford Illustrated Press £9.95 

This is a book that tells the story of 
a harrowing and complex series 
of events that occurred on Nanda 
Devi in 1976; an expedition 
conceived by a father and his 
daughter, whose name was given 
in honour of the mountain: Nanda 
Devi Unsoeld. Her father, Willi 
Unsoeld, it will be remembered, 
made the first ascent of the West 
Ridge of Everest with Hornbein. 
The Nanda Devi expedition began 
in some confusion, which 
continued all the way to and up 
the mountain, and culminated in 
the death of Devi Unsoeld at 
Camp 4 after a deservedly 
successful ascent by John 
Roskelley, Lou Reichardt and Jim 
States. Roskelley has written the 
book, a very personal account 
which gives a detailed and 
emotive view of what went on. 

According to the dust jacket 
Roskelley is the man "widely 
considered to be America's and 
possibly the world's best 
mountaineer" . A somewhat 
extravagant claim, I would have 
thought, and not the most 
promising introduction to a book 
where superlatives are neither 
necessary nor helpful. For to do 
the events of twelve years ago 
justice demands a sensitivity and 
detachment (as well as an 
incredibly good memory) that 
overrides ego and hype. 

The book intrigued, perplexed 
and moved me in about equal 
proportions. Intrigued because it 
is a gripping story, in the main 
well told, and moving inexorably 
to its awful climax. It is a story 
that, other than the bare outlines, 
I knew little of. Roskelley has the 
ability to recreate and relive his 
experiences as though they only 
happened yesterday. But the very 
real strength of writing was also 
the source of my perplexity, for 
Roskelley uses direct speech 
extensively throughout the book : 
frequently to illustrate the conflicts 
that beset the expedition; notably 
in the evacuation of Marty Hoey 
before Base Camp was reachea 
and later in the differences of 
opinion over the upper part ofthe 
route. I cannot accept, after twelve 
years, that even with massive 
recourse to tapes, diaries and 
recollections of others, that 
extensive conversations can be 
written, apparently verbatim, to 
demonstrate the wisdom or 
otherwise of decisions made. 
Even the slightest change of 
emphasis, omission or addition 
can distort the meaning of what 
was said. Roskelley runs the 
danger of putting words into 
other people's mouths and sadly 
the three most crucial people, 
Marty Hoey, Willi Unsoeld and 
Devi herself are all now dead. 
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Their stories may have been 
equally intense but maybe rather 
different. 

There is throughout the book a 
slight tendency to suffer from the 
all too common American disease 
of superficial semi-mysticism . 
Thus the idea of naming a 
daughter after a mountain (as 
opposed to Mallory, who named 
a mountain after a daughter!) is 
invested with a kind of spurious 
sanctity that implies that she is 
somehow elevated to "goddess" 
status, though the author is 
careful not to subscribe too 
closely to this quaint notion. But, 
as Roskelley seems to have little 
patience with Willi Unsoeld's 
philosophy (he comes across as 
an archetypal ageing hippy), I 
detect a faintly hypocritical 
posture in his lip service to Devi's 
spiritual qualities which are in fact 
seldom mentioned except in 
conjunction with her rather 
unspiritual aversion to toilet 
paper. 

I was puzzled too by Roskelley's 
somewhat ambiguous stance on 
the tragedy itself. He describes, 
as I have said, vividly and 
compellingly the chain of events 
that ended with Devi's collapse 
and death at Camp 4 and yet 
seems still to be searching for 
explanations of why the accident 
occurred. A team split by age, 
ability, motivation and experience 
attempted a new and technical 
route on a big mountain in 
monsoon conditions; a team that 
was ambitious to place as many 
as possible on the summit after 
the strongest had themselves 
been extended in its attainment. 
A faction of the team confused 
determination with overambition, 
and this combined with the 
aforementioned sense of spiritual 
fulfilment: a dangerous brew. 
And, more prosaically, a team 
who spent far too long working 
and living at altitude. What more 
explanation is needed? 

At the end of the book Roskelley 
admits that those still surviving 
are not close friends. Reading the 
book gives the non-participant an 
acute insight into why. I doubt, 
however, whether it will improve 
those relationships and in many 
ways I feel that twelve years on, 
the public airing of human 
fallibility may serve little purpose 
other than opening up old 
wounds. But it is still a book that 
commands attention. It is 
Roskelley's first and, given his 
track record since 1976, it will not 
be his last. 
Jim Curran 

Feeding the Rat 
Profile of a Climber 
by Al Alvarez 
Bloomsbury £11.95 
Mo Anthoine is probably one of 
the most well-known British 
climbers to the climbing fraternity 
and yet a complete unknown to 
the general public, and this is just 

Roskelley on Nanda Devi 
Mo Bio 

Highland Flings - Old and New 

how he likes it. He doesn't lecture, 
he doesn't write books or articles 
and when he does appear on films 
he is dressed as a Jesuit priest in 
The Mission or as a double for 
Sylvester Stallone in Rambo Ill, or 
he is behind the cameras in the 
many TV climbing spectaculars. 
In others words he is as near to an 
amateur climber as you are likely 
to get and still spend as much 
time climbing on just about every 
mountain range as he does. 

Feeding the Rat by Al Alvarez is 
the story of his life written by one 
of his many friends. The rat that 
Mo has been feeding for the past 
twenty-odd years is the passion 
to climb mountains, rock, ice, 
jungle waterfalls or anything 
provided it is with good 
companions and is what he refers 
to as an adventure. His 
expeditions, although I suspect 
he would rather call them trips, 
are either under-organised, due 
largely to poverty, or over
organised when the media step 
in . The first are much more fun to 
read about. 

Al has climbed with Mo on and 
off for many years and the stories 
of their climbs together come off 
the best. An ascent of the Comici 
Route on the Cima Grande over 
two days in freezing rain with no 
bivouac equipment was a fairly 
typical Mo-type adventure. Leave 
late, take inadequate gear, ignore 
the weather, refuse to back off, 
climb carefully but slowly and you 
have the formula that will keep 
the rat well nourished for many 
days to come. Who remembers 
the well-organised climbs when 
everything goes according to a 
well laid-out plan? That sort of 
climbing, which is happily quite 
rare and comes from over-caution 
and perhaps too much experience, 
leaves the rat emaciated, even 
anorexic. 

The climb on the Old Man of 
Hoy tells more about Al than it 
does about Mo. It was a rich man's 
boondoggle with a private jet 
shipping the adventurers to the 
Orkneys. Mo wisely took Paul 
"Shagger" Trower to lead the 
exploit whilst he advised, 
encouraged and entertained. Al 
refuses to spend any money on 
climbing gear, which is wise. He 
does however also refuse to 
understand the basic principles of 
its operation, which is inadvisable 
at best. Only three weeks ago his 
top rope at Harrison's Rocks broke 
when he was taking the maximum 
G sharp tension. Not the whole 
rope, just the sheath, leaving 
three fragile, thin strands to lower 
him back to earth . His response 
was to cut off the offending 
section in the middle of the rope, 
seal the end with his Zippe lighter 
and say, "That's fixed it, it'll see 
me out", and it probably will. On 
the Old Man his lack of 
comprehension of the topology 
of a Whillans harness nearly 
ended him , when it and his pants 

slid down behind his knees as he 
negotiated the notoriously 
difficult tension abseil to get off. I 
have heard Mo's version and it is 
hysterical. 

Mo is a great raconteur, and like 
all good story tellers he uses a fu II 
palette to colour his tales. I 
suspect that Al has been sticking 
close to the actual facts, and the 
stories of man-eating spiders and 
rabid vampire bats in the Lost 
World of Conan Doyle, haven't 
quite the same impact as when 
Mo tells them after an evening at 
the Victoria in Llanberis. 

But I loved reading the Ogre 
story almost as much as when Mo 
gleefully relates it. Doug Scott 
falls whilst abseiling on the 
descent from the summit, breaks 
both ankles, and has to crawl all 
the way down from a bivouac at 
23,500 feet; Bonington falls off 
the end of the abseil ropes, broken 
ribs penetrate his chest. Mo and 
Clive Rowlands work through a 
six day blizzard to get them down 
to a base camp abandoned by 
both the porters and other team 
members, who have given up the 
summit party for dead and gone 
off to mount a rescue. 

Bonington's comment was, 
"We're going to make a fortune 
out of this." 

"How come?" says Mo. 
"The book," wheezed 

Bonington, "the book." 
And in the media hype that 

followed this amazing escape by 
two of Britain's greatest climbers 
the role played by the unknowns 
Mo and Clive Rowlands in getting 
our two heroes to safety went 
largely unmentioned. And that's 
how they would have preferred it. 

So if Mo is so keen to remain 
anonymous why does he agree to 
a biography? Well he does seem 
to be a bit embarrassed by it and 
puts it down to the fact that Al 
really believes that he is as good a 
climber as he would have ever 
liked to have been in his wildest 
dreams. Why should he spoil the 
dreams of his greatest admirer? 
As might be expected from a 
master writer the book is a good 
read even though it doesn't seem 
to last very long; perhaps that is 
its quality. It's a sideways view of 
climbing over the past twenty 
years from one man who has 
made mountains his life rather 
than his livelihood and is now 
feeding his rat on Everest. I hope 
it comes back bloated. 
Ian McNaught-Davis 

Ski Mountaineering in Scotland 
by Donald Bennet and Bill 
Wal lance (Eds) 
SMC Guide (1987) £12.95 
Once SMC guides were mean and 
pokey, little illustrated and 
sometimes hardly informative. 
How things have changed. Some 
years ago Donald Bennet 
included a variety of mountain ski 
traverses in his book on Scottish 
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Stoney Middleton Cafe. One of the illustrations by Greg Griffiths for Gill 
Fawcett's book. 

mountains, and now with others 
he has put together a handsome 
compendium of a large selection 
of ski-mountaineering routes 
throughout much of Scotland. It 
ranges from afternoon excursions 
on the hills of the Lowlands to the 
far North, with of necessity the 
staple fare of Cairngorm and its 
neighbours and a tremendous 
variety of other possibilities. It is a 
true delight, an incentive to leave 
the beaten track and pursue 
remote fastnesses which might 
otherwise go unnoticed. Such a 
spread of pleasure is in all our 
interests, travelling light, far and 
in small numbers. 

Guide though it is, there are 
more than a hundred colour 
photographs, many of them 
excellent. Diagrams indicate the 
possibilities and warn of hazards. 
There is little hype, and a wealth 
of experience on offer. Notably 
mountaineering ski techniques 
are most stressed, and cross 
country played down, which 
seems right for all but the very 
expert in Scottish mountain 
~onditions. Extreme skiing is 
introduced most quietly, and left 
to the curiosity of those brave and 
skilled enough to develop in that 
d1rect1on . 

Dou bless it will never sell like 
Wainwright, but what pleasures 
those who buy and use it 
thoroughly will succeed to. 
Paul Nunn 

Wainwright in Scotland. 
by A. Wainwright with Derry 
Brabbs 
Michael Joseph/BBC (7988) 
£14.95 

Inevitably Wainwright in Scotland 
is already a best seller, heading 
the hardback non-fiction top ten 
(mid April) . Launched with a 
strong publicity campaign , 
combined with a popular five-part 
BBC NE TV series, commercially it 
cannot lose. 

To many climbers it may 
remain unclear why this should 
be so. Attractive package it is, with 
fine landscapes adorning its 
covers and a host of competent 
professional pictures inside. His 
well-known drawings are another 
attraction, and there is the 
characteristic laconic 
commentary as Wainwright 
describes his itinerary from 
experience of many years. It will 
encourage the tourists to range 
likewise from Cape Wrath to 
Braemar, rejoicing at the 
improvement of roads and inns 
since old AW's times, when there 
abounded bad food and loud 
gushing thunderboxes. Its 
pictures and words invite and 
chide, but scarcely excite, and will 
sell to the avid collectors of the 
other books. In reality this is 
armchair viewing rather than real 
action, the view from the carpark 
rather than from the summit. 

Heretical it might sound to 
question such a totem, as one 
cannot doubt its author's 
affection for his subject, but this 
reader soon turned elsewhere. 
Paul Nunn 

The Alternative Guide to British 
Rock Climbing 
Gill Fawcett, Unwin Paperback 
£6.95 
Here it is at last, the book that's 
had a good many climbers 
quaking in their boots - Gill 
Fawcett's grand expose of life at 
the top of climbing. Well, they can 
relax, the bulk of the book is a pub 
guide. 

This small paperback is written 
like a travel guide, with sections 
on all the major climbing areas of 
England and Wales (but not 
Scotland - too many pubs?). Each 
section begins with an amusing 
introduction to the area, the" local 
characters" and the crags. This is 
followed by a guide to the best 
nearby pubs and cafes. Over 130 
establishments are described and 
many others just listed . Sounds 
dull? It isn't. Gill has kept up a 
machine-gun pace of humour 
throughout the book; any serious 
bits are swiftly parodied and 
punned. The pub/cafe 
descriptions include location, 
facilities and attitudes to muddy 
boots, kids and dogs, with a 
personal opinion of the beer, food 
and atmosphere. 

The work involved in compiling 
this book must have been 
phenomenal, not to mention the 
amount of food and drink 
consumed. On flicking through to 
our favourite watering holes, we 
sometimes found the 
descriptions inadequate; 
however, Gill points out that 
opinions of food and drink vary 
enormously, and surely what 
really makes a good time in a pub/ 
cafe is the company. 

Well-known characters walk in 
and out of the pages, like Geoff 
Birtles, thrifty Yorkshireman and 
editor of High: 

" Hello Geoff, lovely day, isn't 
it? " 

"Yes it is, that ' ll be a quid." 
To satisfy the "keenies" she 

also covers 40 climbing walls, 
their facilities and attractions; 
such as Plas-Y-Brenin, which: 

" . . . is self-contained and has 
large crash mats which can be 
pulled away at the last minute to 
simulate crag conditions. " 

The book is complemented by 
Greg Griffiths' 24 excellent 
cartoons which are good enough 
to be in a book on their own. The 
cartoons are well spaced and 
usually relate to the text. Some of 
them, particularly "Pete Livesey's 
Cafe", are destined to become 
classics. 

A lot of what Gill says may 
offend people, some of the 
dialogue, portraying climbers as 
effeminate, is too camp to be 
funny. There are casual digs at 
anyone who trains and takes 
climbing seriously, where 
perhaps the real targets are those 
who use climbing as a vehicle for 
their own egos and would spoil 
the pleasure that many people get 
out of it. But then, these aren't the 
people the book is aimed at, and if 
they are offended, perhaps it's 
because the parodies are a little 
too true for comfort? 

The book manages to be both 
functional and entertaining. You 

can take it away at weekends or 
keep it in the toilet. We tested the 
Yorkshire section on a wet 
Sunday and managed to visit 
several good cafes and were 
never in any danger of going 
climbing (we gave Skipton Bus 
Station Cafe a miss). However, we 
were in danger of getting lost, as 
the maps, although possessing a 
charming simplicity, are 
absolutely hopeless. 

This is a refreshing book, and 
can genuinely improve a wet 
weekend. Whether you're a 
serious climber who doesn't take 
your climbing too seriously, or a 
beginner wondering what the real 
attraction is, this book is a useful 
addition to your climbing library. 
Martin Wilson, Rachel Nicolson 

Bell's Scottish Climbs 
by J.H.B. Bell. 
Introduced by Hamish Brown 
Gollancz, Hardback and 
Paperback £72.95 and £5.95 
respectively. 
Bell was a master mountaineer for 
more than forty years, and his 
Progress in Mountaineering 
(1951) an introduction for many 
not only to the Scottish hills 
winter and summer, but to the 
links between that activity and 
competence in bigger mountains. 
Gollancz have now reissued the 
Scottish part of that book under 
this title. Bell had a puckish but 
extremely thorough approach to 
the whole affair. He sought new 
climbs wherever he went across 
the length and breadth of 
Scotland, winter and summer. He 
climbed with many, including 
Frank Smythe, Bill Murray, Miss 
N. Forsyth and Pat, his wife. Their 
enthusiasm seems irrepressible 
despite nights of storm and 
enforced bivouac, huge walks and 
endless soakings and midge 
bitings. Some modern readers 
will scarcely credit his delight at 
nights out, climbing in the dark 
and all night, bathing in cold lochs 
with glee, winter and summer. Yet 
so it was, as he introduced 
numerous people to all manner of 
climbs safely and methodically, 
whether the ground was known or 
not, wet or dry, steep rock or icy 
groove. 

There can be litt le doubt that his 
expertise was formidable. This 
comes over in the great 
thoroughness of his technical 
appendices. Though these are 
sadly dated in many respects, 
they contain concepts about 
climbing rarely understood by 
many proud of their expertise. 
Typical is the stress he placed on 
dynamic movement on rock in 
ascent and descent. He stressed 
its importance for alpinism, 
emphasizing that accidents occur 
most usually on easy ground 
when concentration goes. It is a 
lesson worth remembering today 
even on small rock cliffs. Other 
such insights abound, and so do 
essential historical anecdotes, 
and disquisitions on geology and 
character of the areas visited. 
Thus one learns that: 'On the Isle 
Maree, bull sacrifices continued 
until the year 1678 as a cure for 
insanity'. 

Pat Bell's foreword is a 
delightful touch . It is a pity that the 
illustration is so inexpensively 
produced. Despite its age, with 
more sympathy it could have had 
greater impact. 
Paul Nunn 
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GEAR 
Gore-Tex Mountain Suits 
Edited by Steve Foster 
Contributions from Chris Watts, Andy Perkins, Neil McAdie and Andy Bowman 

"Gore-Tex", the ingenious development of 
PTFE (a chemical coating first used on non
stick frying pans) has intruded into many 
areas of every-day life, from repairing arteries 
and tendons to micro-porous membranes. 
Like brand names such as "Hoover", Gore-Tex 
has become the byword for many complex 
products, and although the membrane 
remains the same its laminations are varied 
and multi-functional. The chemistry and 
physics of Gore-Tex are well documented 
and I do not propose to go into all that again, 
suffice it to say : "it works". 

The following review will look at the way 
six major manufacturers have used this 
sophisticated product to produce a suit tail
ored for the high mountains. I use "suits" to 
describe co-ordinates, jacket and salopette 
combinations, not the mis-matched walking 
jackets and over-trousers so often seen on the 
"hill" these days. Although the use of a well 
designed suit, combined with "wicking" 
underwear and pile clothing can make the 
harshest of blizzards survivable, it must be 
remembered that it is the willpower of the 
person inside the suit that is the true deciding 
factor . So throw away your woollen shirts, 
even your stretch salopettes and prepare to 
be re-educated . Here light is right and syn
thetics win the day. 

(Before an avalanche of abuse is heaped on 
my head by all those diehard traditionalists, 
let me say that I know woollen breeches, etc. 
have been getting you up the routes for years, 
but you could be less wet and warmer on 
reaching the summit if you look at some of 
the new technology.) 

Design and Function by Chris Watts 

Weight 
All the suits in this review are manufactured 
in Gore-Tex fabric which has proven itself 
over many years, and we are all aware of its 
limitations. The weights of suits appear to be 
governed by two schools of thought, one that 
the suit should be intended for long term use 
and that it must therefore be able to with
stand heavy wear. This option is the most 
common in the UK but often mostly because 
there is a general expectation of all Gore-Tex 
garments that they must last forever to justify 
their high price. This is unfortunate, as I feel it 
is leading to a limited design attitude on the 
part of the manufacturers and is totally ignor
ing the benefits of some of the recent 
developments in lighter fabrics. Although 
incurring some limitations, the use of lighter 
fabrics greatly reduces the weight of the suit 
due to better drape of the fabric, giving less 
drag. This is of real benefit to anyone struggl 
ing to move under their carefully built up 
layering system where each layer seems to 
drag on the next and when hot and sweaty 
makes for a very effective straight jacket with 
built in sauna. 

Most suits feature some form of reinforce
ment in areas that are subject to high levels of 
wear. These are always of a heavier fabric, 
either 3 ply Taslan Gore-Tex, 3 ply Cordura 
Gore-Tex, or Tuff Grip, a rubberized-like 
material that is exclusive to the Latok range. 
(Could be useful in those awkward thrutchy 
chimneys .) All this reinforcing however does 
add weight and also the edges ofthese panels 
are prone to wear. 

Fit 
Again the design of these suits falls into two 
camps : the North American sy_stem -tailored/ 
articulated/lined, and the British method -
functional and tubular. The latter is of course 
less expensive to produce and the former has 
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MOUNTAIN JKT. SALO. COLOURS SIZES AVAILABILITY 
SUIT PRICE PRICE 

BERGHAUS £159.95 £99.95 BLUE/YELLOW/NAVY. XS/XL UK 
TRANGO EMERALD/BLUE/ 

NAVY. 

PHOENIX £159.95 £99.95 BLACK/YELLOW/PINK. XS/XL UK 
DIAMOND ROYAL/NAVY/PINK. 

RED/ROYAL/YELLOW. 

LATOK £189.95 £189.95 RED/BLACK. S/XL UK, USA 
GTXHOOD BLUE/BLACK. 

EXTRA39.95 

MOUNTAIN £149.95 £169.95 COBAL TIRED. XS/XL UK 
EQUIPMENT 
KONGUR 

THE NORTH £158.50 £174.50 YELLOW/BLACK. S/XL UK, USA 
FACE BERRY/BLACK. 

PURPLE/BLACK. 

MARMOT $299 $249 CRIMSON/BLACK. S/XL USA 
WINTERGREEN/ 
BLACK. 
FRENCH BLUE/BLACK. 

MOUNTAIN WEIGHT FIT HOOD CUFFS POCKETS ZIPS OVERALL 
JACKET PERFORMANCE 

BERGHAUS 3 3 4 2 3 3 3 
TRANGO 
EXTREM 

PHOENIX 4 3 3 2 2 3 3 
DIAMOND 

LATOK 3 4 2 5 4 3 4 

MOUNTAIN 2 4 2 2 2 3 3 
EQUIPMENT 
KONGUR 

NORTH FACE 4 4 4 4 2 3 4 
MOUNTAIN 

MARMOT 2 5 3 4 5 4 5 
ALPINIST 

MOUNTAIN WEIGHT FIT ANKLE DROP POCKETS SIDE SUSPEN- OVERALL 
SALOPETTE CUFF SEAT ZIPS DERS PER FOR-

MANCE 

BERGHAUS 3 2 2 NONE 2 4 3 2 

PHOENIX 4 2 2 NONE 2 NONE 3 1 

LATOK 2 3 3 3 3 4 3 3 

MOUNTAIN 3 3 4 3 3 4 2 3 
EQUIPMENT 

THE NORTH 2 4 4 4 3 4 4 4 
FACE 

MARMOT 3 5 4 4 5 4 5 5 

forced some of its manufacturers to go to the 
Far East for manufacture. There is no ques
tion that the articulated type provide greater 
freedom of movement, and with the addition 
of separate lining material become wearable. 
Any mountain suit bought exclusively for the 
hill will be preferred oversized to allow for 
wearing additional layers underneath. Care 
has been taken with all the suits to design in 
sufficient arm raise to avoid pulling material 
from under the harness. However some work 
better than others : Berghaus's colouGful 

underarm gusset seems an expensive way to 
solve th e problem and also does not work 
well. 

Hoods 
Common consensus is that any mountain 
hood must be large but not too restrictive of 
vision . A wired visor was at one time consi 
dered essential, but hood design has 
improved such that excellent protection can 
be provided without a wire that is inevitably 
twisted the wrong way when you first put 



Top Row: Berghaus Tcango, Mountain _ 
Equipment Kongur. Middle Row: Phoenix 
Diamond, The North Face. Bottom Row: 
Marmot Alpinists, Latok. 

your hood up, usually in a hurry as spindrift 
engulfs you . Detachable hoods feature on 
three of the jackets reviewed: Latok, Marmot 
and Mountain Equipment. The problem of 
detachable hoods is that they have to be 
attached at the right time. Having the hood in 
your pocket never works as it is always in
accessible when needed. Even if the hood is 
already attached, closing it will require two 
hands, though if there is a velcro closure this 
may be possible with one. Studs are impossi
ble, especially in the cold. Attached hoods 
can usually easily be pulled up with one hand. 
The separate hood system of the Latok jacket 
is the most radical concept of all as it is 
attached by tape loops at the back that enable 
the hood to rotate as the head is turned. 
Whilst this seems a very effective solution to 
the problem of the· hood obscuring your 
vision as the head is turned this is at the very 
considerable cost of ease of use and general 
convenience. Tieback systems for varying the 
size of very large hoods are occasionally 
popular and in genuine expedition use worth
while if a very large variation of headwear is 
going to be worn, e.g. hooded duvets, etc. 
One useful tip is to ensure that the drawcord 
is long enough beyond the cordlock or 
acorns. Pulling the hood tight when wearing 
gloves is impossible if they are too short. 

Cuffs & Integral Gaiters 
In my opinion cuffs are the most neglected 
feature but can often make a jacket. Often the 
act of tightening up the cuffs will destroy the 
shape of the sleeves and produce a restricted 
arm movement. The cuffs of a mountain 
jacket have to cope with a particularly large 
range of thicknesses being worn underneath 
and having to provide a good closure around 
a range of gloves from a single pair of thin 
thermals through to multi-layered mitt sys
tems. The means of closure must also be 
operable with one hand, usually whilst wear
ing a mitt. The Latok jacket is particularly 
good in this respect but the resultant flared 
end of the sleeve makes putting on a long mitt 
over them quite problematic. My particular 
preference is the North Face gusset solution . 
My only other gripe with cuffs in general is 
the length of velcro used. Why can't this ever 
be made long enough or in the right place, 
especially for those of us with thin wrists? 

The closure at the ankle of salopettes 
always seems to defeat the designers. Not 
one of the salopettes reviewed comes close 
to an ideal solution . They vary from the totally 
basic, i.e. nothing, solution of Phoenix, to the 
over-complicated internal snow cuff system 
of the Kongur and Marmot salopettes. These 
attempts at built-in gaiters certainly do not 
work and are not necessary as most people 
wear gaiters at high altitude. Their main effect 
when hooked onto your boots seems to be to 
restrict movement. The on ly solution would 
s_eem to be an adjustable length gaiter sec
tion, altogether too complicated . 

Pockets 
Much improved of late by all manufacturers. 
My concern here is that they fail by being 
cau\:Jht between the twin concerns of pro
ducing a good mountain garment and an 
acceptable looking street jacket. Why can't 
the pockets be bigger? The current trend for 
high waist draw cords is as much to blame as 
this limits the depth of area available. The 
best pockets are on the Marmot suit with 
Latok running a close second. The best 
salopette pocket is again from Marmot. 



GEAR (cont.) 

Ventilation 
As you will know, Gore-Tex is limited in situa
tions of great effort as the vapour trans
mission rate can be exceeded. The solution is 
to place zips beneath the arms, "Pit Zips", as 
on The North Face and Marmot jackets. This 
is an expensive though worthwhile solution. 

Lining Fabrics 
Gore-Tex fabric suits are produced from 
either 2-ply or 3-ply material. Those that are 2-
ply must have some form of lining fabric to 
protect the PTFE membrane from abrasion 
wear on the inside. Mostly this lining is a plain 
taffeta nylon fabric but more recently several 
manufacturers are using fabrics having a 
wicking action. This can be either polypropy
lene or a specialized form of polyester. The 
idea behind this is two-fold . Firstly, the pro
duction of sweat does not occur at an even 
rate over the whole area of the body. The 
lining will transfer this by a wicking type 
action over the whole area of the lining fabric 
and thereby gives the maximum area of 
Gore-Tex through which the sweat can 
evaporate and transfer through the fabric. 
Additionally, the specialized polyester linings 
"Vaporate" or "Field Sensor" have the ability 
to temporarily store the water/sweat on the 
outer facing side of the fabric whilst at the 
same time feeling dry on the inner side. The 
unfortunate problem of all these systems is 
that in conditions of extreme cold (presuma
bly any typical mountain expedition). it is 
possible for any sweat produced to freeze at 
whatever point it reaches its dew point and 
this is likely to be within the clothing system 
as a whole or often on the inner surface ofthe 
jacket itself. If you have a nice wicking lining 
this can freeze solid. Fortunately, as soon as 
conditions warm up the Gore-Tex does allow 
the inner clothing and the lining to dry whilst 
being worn. 

Salopettes 
Theoretically all these suits allow the user the 
option of using either salopettes or over
trousers but most manufacturers produce a 
salopette specifically to match the jacket. 
Strangely, most customers make their choice 
on the basis of the jacket, and then match the 
salopettes without thought. The tendency of 
most people using a mountain suit is to avoid 
using any form of leg covering unless abso
lutely necessary. Perhaps this should be 
taken as an indictment against the quality of 
all early overtrousers. They were uncomfort
able and awful to use. More care is now taken 
by manufacturers over the quality of fit of 
their legwear such that now I would n~t con
sider myself dressed for winter climbing 
without them. As most of the Jackets are pro
duced stylishly short, salopettes are a must, 
though I know of at least one climb.er who 
feels anxious about the compl1cat1ons of 
exposing his bottom if wearing anything 
other than trousers, never mind the exposed 
midriff; an extra long vest exter:ision takes 
care of all that. Personally, I consider a good 
pair of salopettes, with adequate zippings, as 
the best option. The same argumen_ts over 
the weight of fabrics used apply as for Jackets, 
except that I would argue that since a moun
taineer probably requires a greater range of 
leg movement and since the legwear will be 
destroyed no matter how heavy the fabric, 
through the inevitable crampon accident, I 
prefer to go for the lightest salopettes availa
ble. The next dilemma is whether to wear 
them inside or outside your gaiters. Outside 
means there is no chance of rain or melted 
snow running down the gap into your boots, 
whilst inside, if they are rucked up first, allows 
much better freedom of movement through 
reducing the drag effect over the top of the 
thigh and ensures that you can see your boots 
and be less likely to perforate either your 
gaiters or your overtrousers. 

Shoulder strap design is surprisingly 
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FEATURES BERG HAUS PHOENIX LATOK MOUNTAIN NORTH FACE MARMOT 
TRANGO DIAMOND JKT EQUIPMENT JKT ALPINIST 
EXTREM JKT KONGUR JKT 

JKT JKT 

LINING NO NO NO ULTRADRI MESH DRIZONE 
& TAFFETA DRILINE 

NYLON 

POCKETS 2CHEST 2CHEST 2 CHEST 2 SKIRT 2 CHEST 2CHEST 
2SKIRT 2SKIRT 2INT 1 INT 1 INT 

HOOD WIRED WIRED DETACH& DETACH FIXED DETACH 
REAR ADJ WIRED& 

ADJUSTABLE 
STRAP 

PITZIPS NO NO NO NO YES YES 

BEARD YES YES YES YES YES YES 
FLAP 

DRAW WAIST WAIST WAIST SKIRT NONE NONE 
CORD &SKIRT &SKIRT &SKIRT 

&NECK 

TYPE OF 3 LYR 3 LYR 3 LYR 2LYR 2LYR 2 LYR 
GORETEX TASLAN TASLAN OXFORD 3 LYR 3LYR 3 LYR 

TASLAN SUPPLEX JAZZLITE 

WAIST NO NO NO YES YES YES 
SNOW 
CUFF 

ARMS STRAIGHT STRAIGHT STRAIGHT STRAIGHT BENT BENT 

CUFFS VELCRO VELCRO VELCRO VELCRO VELCRO VELCRO 
FLAP FLAP STRAPS FLAP FLAP WITH FLAPWITH 

GUSSET GUSSET 

DOUBLE YES YES NO YES YES YES 
FLAP 
MAIN ZIP 

AVERAGE 731gm 715gm 750gm 850gm 730gm 1020gm 
WEIGHT 

ARM GUSSETED GOOD GOOD GOOD GOOD GOOD 
RAISE ARMPIT 

important: of course the straps must be 
adjustable and they must be able to stretch 
with your movements but they should not be 
themselves absorbent. Why not? They are 
worn underneath the jacket, and can, with 
extreme exertion in very cold conditions, 
become wet with sweat, and then freeze, 
losing their elastic properties. Result. Ever
stretching straps and your salopettes 
descending around your knees . My best 
recommendation is to spray them with one of 
the spray waterproofing agents available; it 
seems to work. 

A subject close to one's heart when nature 
calls in extremis and the blizzard is blowing 
on a hanging belay - zips. Anyone who hasn't 
cursed an equipment manufacturer in these 
conditions is very lucky. Two-way zips on the 
fly are essential. With a harness on and your 
jacket well tucked in , how on earth are you 
supposed to reach the top end of the zipper? 
Full length crutch zipping which I have per
sisted with for the past few years is fine 
except there are real difficulties in buying or 
fittinq yourself a set of underclothing and 
midwear that has a matching system. My 
conclusion on this particular holy grail is that 
the future must exist with what I call crescent 
moon zipping as on the North Face salopette. 
At least with this normal underwear 
longjohns can be worn. Though at present 
the system is rather bulky due to the covering 
of the zips, this a point on which I disagree 
with most people, who want maximum zip 
protection, due to bad experiences on a rain 
soaked " Ben ". 

Layering 
In the introduction the Gear Editor mentioned 
layering systems and the use of synthetics 
and wicking fabrics. I think the majority of you 

will be aware of the principles of wicking 
away sweat to try to prevent saturation of the 
layers of clothing next to the skin. On top of 
this wicking layer you should be wearing a 
pile layer. This will vary in thickness accord
ing to conditions. Two superb fabrics are 
available for this purpose : Polarlite and 
Polarplus. In addition to this Mountain Equip
ment have developed their own exclusive 
materials : Ultrafleece and Thermofleece II. 

As you would expect from major mountain 
clothing manufacturers all (except Phoenix) 
have layering garments tailored mostly as 
sweaters or jackets and trousers. Marmot 
have a bib and brace salopette to match their 
suit with crotch zip and side zips as well as 
articulated knees. Their jacket also features 
" pit zips" all in "Polarplus". Mountain Equip
ment's Kongur suit has an extra zip inside to 
allow you to zip in these insulating layers, 
including their down duvets. Many people 
will find Polarplus too warm under salopettes 
so the lighter " Polarlite" , basically a single 
faced Polarplus or Ultrafleece, is probably a 
better choice. Berghaus, M.E. & Latok all have 
trousers in these fabrics and in addition to the 
North Face, Marmot and Latok all have full 
side zip trousers in Polarplus. Of course each 
manufacturer tailors their garments to their 
own mountain suits so mixing the ranges is 
not always successful. 

Berghaus Trango Jacket & Salopette 
by Neil McAdie 
" I started using a Berghaus Trango Extrem 
jacket in early 1987 and have exposed it to a 
variety of situations through the British 
winter and Alpine summer. First impressions 
of the Ext rem centre on its superiority as a 
climbing jacket due to advanced cut and extra 



FEATURES BERGHAUS PHOENIX LATOK MOUNTAIN NORTH FACE MARMOT 
EXTREM DIAMOND SALOPETTE EQUIPMENT SALOPETTE ALPINIST 

SALOPETTE SALOPETTE KONGUR SALOPETTE 
SALOPETTE 

FULL YES YES YES YES YES YES 
LENGTH 

FULL 
LENGTH 
SIDE ZIP YES NO YES YES YES YES 
WITH 
COVER 

POCKETS 2EXT 2EXT 2EXT 1 EXT CHEST 2THIGH 1EXT 
CHEST CHEST CHEST 2 INTERNAL CHEST 

HIP 

DROPSEAT NO NO YES YES BUM FLAP CROTCH ZIF 

ANKLE DRAW NONE DRAW INTERNAL INTERNAL INTERNAL 
CUFF CORD CORD &PRESS &PRESS &PRESS 

STUD FLAP STUD FLAP STUD FLAP 

TYPE OF 3 LYRTAS 3 LYRTAS 3LYRTAS 2LYR 2LYR 2 LYR 
GORETEX &3LYR &3LYR &3LYR SUPPLEX JAZZLITE 

CORDURA CORDURA &3LYR &3LYR 
TASLAN JAZZLITE 

LINING NONE NONE NONE ULTRADRI TAFFETA DRIZONE 
NYLON DRYLINE 

ARTIC- NONE NONE YES YES YES YES 
ULATION 

AVERAGE 795gm 681gm 890gm 800gm 925gm 770gm 
WEIGHT 

features. I found that a harness could be worn 
comfortably, with excellent freedom of 
movement when stretching for holds or 
placements, although in my opinion the cut 
c_ould be made even bigger as my cuffs do 
ride up a little in this situation. The hood has 
some excellent features that all winter climbers 
will appreciate. The outer, wired rim has 
provided good protection from blowing snow 
and this with the inner draw cord and high zip 
makes for a very secure feeling. An adjuster at 
the back varies the size of the hood but in 
practice I've found this doesn't allow it to be 
worn over a helmet while maintaining freedom 
of movement. Zips and seams are all sturdy 
affairs that have withstood all attempts to 
destroy them. Furthermore the Strata Gore
Tex used at vulnerable abrasion points adds 
to its resilience - although also of course to its 
weight. The pockets, draw cords, cuffs, hood 
and zips have also proved easy to manage 
wearing gloves - a major asset. I remain a 
little sceptical of the need for blocks of bright 
colours, especially where this appears to 
have necessitated extra seams-which means 
extra sealing cost and potential leak spots for 
the future. But there again you're sure to be 
noticed on the hill ... " 

Neil was not using Berghaus salopettes. 
However I used them during the 1986/87 
winter season in Scotland and found them 
functional and durable, my main criticism 
being restricted movement when high step
ping, the British "tube" design being used. 
No drop seat facility and inadequate pockets 
are also design flaws. 

Phoenix Diamond Jacket and Salopettes 
These are just out of the factory so no real 
tests as yet. Phoenix attention to detailed 
taping is evident and the jacket seems "bomb 
proof". The salopettes are however a dis
apJ)ointment, having no side zips or drop seat 
facll1t_y. These definitely must go back to the 
drawing board, being little more than bib and 
brace over-trousers. 

To be fair to Phoenix, I rang Ken Rawlinson 
M.D.,. to express by misgivings. Ken 
explained, "the salopette was designed to be 
c_ompletely waterproof to meet British condi
tions, if you add side zippers you inevitably let 
water in. We do make other salopettes; one of 

which, the Crystal in Taffeta Gore-Tex has full 
side zips. Our most technical salopette is only 
made for the "Extreme" shop in Chamonix, 
which has a crotch zip and full side zippers. 
Phoenix feel that there is not the demand in 
the UK for the more technical garment(!] and 
the high price would put off customer and 
retailer alike. We do supply modified gar
ments to many expedition members going on 
such mountains as Everest, Gasherbrum IV 
and Broad Peak, and the information we get 
back helps us to stay in the forefront of techn i
cal clothing design." 

Latok Jacket and Salopettes 
The Latok jacket must be about the toughest 
garment around. The Oxford Gore-Tex is 
made to stand the harshest abuse and the 
"Tuff Grip" elbow patches have to be felt to 
be believed. Long arms, excellent pockets 
(chest only) and some of the best cuff 
closures around make this an excellent 
choice. The only drawback is the detachable 
hood discussed in Overview by Chris Watts. It 
is a pain in the neck to put on but offers 
superb protection once installed. 

The salopette is new for 1988 and is in a 
lighter Taslan Gore-Tex. Latok use an ingeni
ous fold of material to articulate the knee . 
This I found only partially successful in the 
1986/87 salopettes but it is certainly better 
than no system at all. A drop seat suspender 
system has also been adopted in the new 
model. 
Mountain Equipment Kongur Jacket and 
Salopette 
My only test of this suit was of putting it on in 
the front room. However a few points did 
come to light. This is basically similar to the 
Marmot suit and is made in the Far East. The 
Mountain Equipment suit uses an ultra dry 
liner, articulated knees and a drop seat sus
pender system. There were no stops on the 
braces, so the fastex clips flew straight off. 
Could be embarrassing! The fly zips only one 
way, and the cuffs, arm articulation, and zip 
hood all let the suit down. An extra internal 
zip allows an M.E. lightline duvet to be zipped 
in to extend the temperature range of the 
Jacket. I would have expected more attention 
to detail from M.E. Obviously an in-use test 
report is necessary for a full assessment but 

M.E. were unable to provide me with one. 

The North Face Mountain Jacket and 
Salopettes 
by Andy Perkins 
Let us consider the demands made on a 
mountain suit. The variety of environments 
range from vehicle maintenance on an 
English spring day, through the whole gamut 
of different demands in the high mountains, 
right up to the very worst of all ... "Full 
Scottish Conditions". With this in mind, the 
features of the jacket will be examined and 
their effectiveness in a variety of conditions of 
which I've had personal experience will be 
laid out. 

Outer material : the almost universally used 
Gore-Tex makes yet another appearance. Its 
effectiveness as a windproof is beyond dis
pute, a vital feature in the Himalaya. Water
proofing, however, is a different story, as I 
cannot believe that any practical outdoor 
material is one hundred percent waterproof 
(standby for a visit from the Gore-Tex Mafia -
Editor). Gore-Tex copes with sleet, snow and 
light rain very competently. Of far greater sig
nificance than fabric breathability are the fea
tures of cut, provision of suitable zips and the 
intelligent use of both. 

Lining: being a two layer Gore-Tex, there is 
a lining of very lightweight nylon and (in the 
jacket only) a mesh which, in theory, trans
mits moisture away from the body. The entire 
lining appears flimsy at first sight but so far is 
holding out impeccably . 

Cut: the main point to note about the jacket 
is that it is short, finishing at waist level. The 
short length means that you get a cold bum 
when walking up to the Ben with a stiff north 
westerly blowing. To avoid this salopettes 
have to be worn . The cut of the salopette is 
functional, that is not too tight to restrict knee 
lift, but not so excessive to cause flapping 
material in the breeze. 

Detail: the front zip ofthe jacket is a chunky 
robust double ended version covered with a 
press stud storm flap, both of which work 
well. The pockets of the jacket are located 
low, but as the jacket doesn't tuck into the 
harness belt, this isn't a problem. The hem 
and hood shock cords work well , sealing in 
the warmth. The hood also fits well , but only 
underneath a helmet. Perhaps the best fea
ture of the jacket was the underarm zips, yes 
they do work, so much so that one can ask the 
cliched question, how did I ever manage with
out them? 

Turning to the salopette, the main feature is 
the full length side flaps with internal snow 
gaiters which work well. The bum flap zip is 
reasonable, although I would have preferred 
a full crutch zip. The fly zip works only top to 
bottom, a major error. 

As a whole the jacket/salopette combina
tion is a highly commendable piece of gear 
for general mountain work. Scottish users 
might prefer a longer jacket. However if 
you're thinking of buying a shell garment for 
expedition use this could be for you. 

The Marmot Alpine Jacket and Salopettes 
by Andy Bowman 
It is difficult to remain objective when review
ing this superb suit: although not perfect, its 
flaws are merely trivial. The jacket features 
ba~ana shaped arms, gusseted cuffs, Drizone 
lining, voluminous chest pockets, no skirt 
pockets and pit zips. The only flaw is a zip-on 
hood. The bib salopettes feature full side zips, 
full crotch zips, voluminous chest pocket, 
articulated knees, internal snow gaiter and 
Drizone lining to mid thigh. The suspenders 
(don't get excited you Brits, it means braces in 
America) are simply fastened by velcro - why 
doesn't everybody use this? The only flaw is 
the storm flaps where intermittent velcro is 
used, leaving enormous gaps for driven rain 
to enter. The only penalty for all these fea
tures is the weight, and the price! Only availa
ble in the USA or Germany. 
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LETTERS 

Malham - An Open Sewer of 
Ethics 
from Stephen Hill 
Dear Sir, 

A visit to Mal ham Cove this 
weekend has finally prompted me 
to put pen to paper and express 
my feelings of shame and disgust 
over the state of modern British 
"free" climbing. Once we had the 
greatest free climbing ethic in the 
world; we were proud that we left 
the rock clean, that we climbed 
with style, boldness and 
commitment. Dare I say it, but we 
climbed for the sheer exhilaration 
of movement on rock, we climbed 
for the experience. Look where 
we are now. Our "top" climbers 
(in that they are the most 
technically accomplished) 
compete to see who can stoop the 
lowest and get away with it. 
British climbing has become a 
stinking open sewer of fudged 
ethics, dubious tactics and 
u·nwholesome attitudes. Top
roping, yo-yoing, bolts and 
competitions are symptoms of a 
generation which is more 
interested in the pursuit of fame 
than in climbing , and is prepared 
to trample anything underfoot to 
get what they want. 

To give a few examples : when I 
started climbing, a few years ago, 
in Lancashire, I noticed the slight 
weakness in the wall right of 
Mandarin at Houghton, and 
marvelled at the skill and head it 
would take to climb it. Last time I 
was at Houghton, bolts had 
multiplied at the place, and this 
wall was no exception, trampled 
on in the same lobbing
lemming's quest for glory. 

At Upper Cave Crag, Dunkeld, 
the overhanging central wall 
sports numerous bolts, when 
there are opportunities for (poor) 
natural protection . I'm not 
claiming that I can climb the wall 
without them (or at all even!) but 
isn't it a bit over the top to place 
bolts on a wall with (some) natural 
gear, just because you lack the 
strength to put it in? 

And so to Malham. When my 
partner and I visited the place on 
Monday 23rd May, we were 
horrified at what we s·aw. On one 
ofthe routes on the Lower Central 
Wall (I think it was New Dawn) 
some vainglorious young lemming 
was climbing, if that is the word. 
His technique consisted of 
~anging on a bolt whilst 
inspecting the next moves and 
cleaning the holds. Then he would 
chalk up, regain the rock, make a 
move, clipping the next piece of 
~ear before he rested again . This 
~~ not climbing . It is not even 
vertical ballet" as some have 

described modern free climbing . 
It 1s cheating, nothing more, 
nothing less. If you want to push 
your standard, top rope routes 
too hard for you by all means, but 
don't frig them into submission 
and then have the arrogance to 
call it a lead. 

Further left along this wall, 
someone was hanging on an 
abseil rope, drilling a bolt hole. All 
right, so drilling bolts doesn't 
automatically imply that the route 
is to be frigged, but it al I boils 
down to the same thing , a 
psychological (rather than 
physical) lack of ability being 
overcome by blatant vandalism . 
Hyoudon1havethehead,goand 
learn some meditation, don't go 
and vandalise. 

Finally, on the area of rock at 
the right end of the left hand half 
height terrace, some fool was 
abseiling down, "cleaning" the 
rock in preparation (I assume) for 
a new route. This preparation 
involved abseiling down an <1rea 
of rock that was obviously 
extremely loose (even when 
viewed from the bottom of the 
cove), knocking large lumps off 
with a peg hammer. These lumps 
were bouncing off the terrace and 
then out, landing up to 60 or 70 
feet out from the foot of the crag, 
making it extremely dangerous to 
approach the cove. The tourists 
were dismayed and so was I. 
Behaviour like this will not win 
the climbing world any friends. 

Climbing can be seen as a tool 
for physical and psychological 
development (amongst other 
things). The real challenge (when 
seen from this point of view) is in 
your body and mind, and the rock 
is a tool for achieving it. By 
bolting, yo-yoing, hang-dogging 
and such, the challenge is 
ignored, even put down as 
impossible. Let's lay down our 
bolt kits and our egos, and take up 
the real challenge that climbing 
offers. 

Yours faithfully, 
Stephen Hill, 
St. Andrews, Fife. 

Destruction of Established 
Routes 
from Allen Williams 
Dear Editor, 
In the last month I have spent a 
solid week refilling a plethora of 
chipped holds, on two of my 
routes on Millstone Edge (both of 
which were climbed in 1987); I 
have seen the new holds on 
Roi/era/I, at Burbage South ; have 
heard of the destruction of 
Welcome To The Hard Times on 
Staden, and.heard of chipping on 
Rivelin . Yesterday I listened to a 
dejected Simon Nadin, who had 
just witnessed the bolting up of 
his own route, Eyes of Fire, on 
Chee Tor, entirely without his 
consent. This last act was 
executed by so-called leading 
climbers. 

The common factor in all this 
destruction is that it has taken 
place on established routes. 

I've always had sympathy with 
the anarchic elements of rock 
climbing, but this recent trend is 
conformist vandalism. I am also 
aware that there has always been 

Dismay at Decline of 
British Rock Climbing Ethics 

chipping and recently bolts 
placed where people wish to 
'play', but this new style of 
vandalism cuts closer to sacred 
values. 

These actions have not been 
committed by pioneers, in the 
name of progress. They have 
been committed by people who 
can't climb the routes in question. 

Defence in the name of 'social 
masonry' does not apply. 
Providing more accesible routes, 
easier routes, is bullshit. These 
climbers know as well as I do that 
climbing is an individualistic 
activity, and these actions 
'provide' for no-one. There is no 
justification, no relative or 
realistic reason. 

I fear that a decay of sorts has 
set in, the 'state of the art' is that 
there is increasingly less 'art'. 

The fatal mistake being made 
by the protagonists is the 
assumption that we are dealing 
with an infinite medium. This is 
not so. All our rock is gone. An old 
saying plots the course of these 
fools: 'To sell one's birthright for 
a mess of pottage' (to exchange 
something of permanent value 
for a temporary pleasure). 
Allen Williams 
Sheffield 

Media Meat Market 
from Martin Crook 

Dear Sir, 
'And one day, as I was observing 
with detachment the senseless 
movements down there on the 
field, I felt how the high noonday 
sun seemed to enfold men and 
things in a chilling light, and how 
before my eyes a cosmic, 
meaningless performance was 
proceeding.' - Umberto Eco 

Beyond its external dynamics 
rock-climbing may be seen in 
various ways. Over the decades it 
has been described as escapism, 
stupidity, a sport, a game and.so 
forth . Perhaps Lionel Terray's 
classic mountaineering text 
Conquistadores of the Useless 
presents us with a very apt title in 
relation to our activity, whilst at 
the same time hinting at an 
underlying metaphysical aspect. 

Clearly people have different 
motives for climbing rock, and as 
the number of participants grow 
so the diversity of motives 
increases, so we are not all of the 
same frame of mind . 

Despite this, if we take a look at 
the rock climbing scene a number 
of striking factors are 
recognisable as holding together 
some form of census. 

fost of all rock climbing is 
unique as a sport in that one can 
be competitive without the 
deathwatch of formal rules or 
regulations. 

Secondly a healthy form of 
anarchy often, permeate.s the 
scene, openly ridiculing and 
challenging rpany arbitrary ,n~les 

of our society and especially 
those of truly organised sport. If 
this is not done consciously it is 
done subconsciously by the very 
existence of rock climbing as we 
know it. 

Tradition has never held a grip 
on the rock climbing world, it has 
often been sharply brought up to 
date with the innovations of each 
generation gradually being 
accepted. 

By its essence and nature rock 
climbing has seemed to attract 
some of the best 'misfits', of all 
shapes and sizes, from all over 
the country, cutting across 
barriers of class, educational 
background and so on. 

During the past decade 
commercialism and media hype 
have been slowly creeping into 
the rock climbing world. The 
evidence of this can be seen in the 
form of the 'lycra clad clone' and 
the 'designer climber' . 

The idea of competitions, 
indoor or otherwise is therefore 
unsurprising and equally 
unimpressive. 

To be fair, it is possible that 
competitions may provide status 
and income for the top 
performers and even provide a 
new form of viewing for the ever 
eager populace, yet they could 
also distort the true picture of rock 
climbing . 

Children not yet old enough to 
say bolt may grow up with the 
image of rock climbing as a 
controlled sport, possibly an 
olympic discipline of the future. 

Those who do not consider rock 
climbing as inextricably bound 
with a searching for higher ideals 
may support competitions, as is 
their right. 

I would ask them and everyone 
else in favour to ask themselves: 
do they need competitions? 

Or - do competitions need 
them? In order to put rock 
climbing on a pedestal, open it up 
to the mass media meat market, 
thus debasing the entire game 
into a meaningless fa,;;ade. 

Yours 
Martin Crook 
North Wales 

Bad Blood 
from Paul Mitchell 
Dear Bernard (or Sir), 

The inevitable advent of 
competition climbing is nearly 
here to stay in Britain. I checked 
my thesaurus for a few words in 
connection with "competition". 
[Shame you didn't look up 
"advent" - Ed.] Here are a few: 
"bad blood", "enmity", "cross
p.urposes", "protest" (I had to 
stop here to give my daughter a 
"camel-r,ide" - very 
1,mcompetitive), "opposite 
camp'~,,"daggers drawn", 
"hassle", "bicker", "litigation", 
"run for one's money", "Olympic 
games", "free-for-all", "affair of 
honour" (ho! ho!), etc. 
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LETTERS (cont.) 

I think that competition on a 
private scale is fairly hassle-free. I 
prefer to compete against the crag 
only, not against my fellow 
climbers, although comparisons 
inevitably arise. I hardly ever think 
that I "win" against someone, 
and, as Sartre said, "Only the 
bastards think they win". If I fail 
on a climb or a series of moves on 
my local climbing wall , this is no 
big deal, and my ego is only 
slightly bruised. Newspapers and 
T.V. will not be interested, as they 
would be if Ivan Lend I lost a match 
to a blind kangaroo. Of course, I 
may race someone to a new route, 
but this is a pretty low-key affair. 
As I'm an ageing, arthritic half
cripple who never was in the 
highest bracket of climbers, I 
won't be entering for any ofthese 
money-spinners. 

A short while ago a powerful 
boulderer in Sheffield asked a 
friend and I if we would like to 
enter a competition at our local 
indoor wall. We declined in 
amused contempt. My friend 
would have done very well, but 
prefers a quiet life. Competition 
climbing may soon join boxing as 
a way for a poor person to get a 
few quid in the bank, and this is 
not something that I would 
complain about. This may be a 
way to thumb one's nose at Mrs 
Thatcher, although some may say 
it is embracing the very essence 
of Thatcherism : money in the 
bank at the expense of others (no 
letters please). I know a few of the 
climbers who have the ability to 
make money out of competition . 
Most of them are pretty laid-back 
at present. Some of them scratch 
a living from advertising 
contracts, and some make a 
reasonably good living out of it. I 
wonder if this laid-back attitude 
would remain if the stakes were, 
say, £10,000 for first prize in a 
televised event? The stiff upper 
lip may be seen to curl slightly at 
the edges. Friendships may 
crumble, perhaps not. Accusations 
of cheating may arise, there may 
have to be tests for drug doping 
and blood-doping. Judges may 
be biased. Probably only the top 
5% will make a living from 
competitions, the rest will 
probably have to scrape together 
their travelling and 
accommodation expenses. 
I should imagine that the number 
of elbow, tendon and shoulder 
injuries will rise significantly. 
Instead of resting their injuries, 
climbers may compound them by 
trying to stay in the limelight and 
the pecking-order. They will have 
to do as the organisers tell them, 
be on stage at the right time (even 
if they would rather rest) and 
presumably moderate their 
language when they fail. They will 
have to handle the media hassling 
them about minor controversies. 
They will have to put forward an 
image and try to maintain it. (Mine 
will have changed significantly by 
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the end of this letter.) 
As professional competition is 

unavoidable, I think that we 
should accept it but prevent it 
from ruining the private 
enjoyment of beginners and 
experts alike, both on our crags 
and on our existing climbing 
walls. I don't think that anyone 
should be displaced by 
professional climbers even in the 
least degree. I suggest that 
whoever the organisers turn out 
to be should build regional 
competition walls, all of the same 
design. These could incorporate 
movable sections that could vary 
from slab angle to an alarmingly 
overhanging angle. Holds could 
be removable, so as to make 
things harder after the initial 
rounds. I suggest regional centres 
for Scotland, Wales, Northern 
England, Southern England and 
South-West England. Perhaps 
even Belfast may care to join in. 
Competition climbers could 
compete on these specialised 
walls, and leave the rest of us in 
peace. My local wall is crowded 
enough without the farce of a 
competition to make it worse. 

I think that the rules regulating 
competitions will be those that 
allow the maximum amount of 
money to be made by organisers 
and "climbers" . Standards may 
rise, but so what? They would 
have risen anyway, only slower. 
As you get older, you just like to 
get out on the crag. 

Lastly, I must admit to some 
hypocrisy. Various bolt-placing 
new-routers have been getting at 
me for the last few years to put 
bolts in my new routes. I have 
missed out on quite a few classics 
(no names) in the last five years . 
My greed can't take much more of 
this. (Show me someone who 
says he/she isn't greedy, and I'll 
show you a liar or a saint.) I will try 
to place as few as possible. I can 
hear the howls and guffaws 
already! 
Yours in peace, 
Paul Mitchell. 
P.S. The thought of climbing for 
one's country is most bizarre. 

Biased and Destructive Reporting 
from John Bachar 
Dear Editor, 
I was saddened to read the piece 
in the Mountain 121 Info section 
entitled "Yosemite Brawl Over 
Euro-Ethics as Bachar Bashing 
Season Opens". This report more 
appropriately belongs in the 
Opinion section rather than next 
to the factual reports which 
regularly appear in the Info 
column. Not only is the 
sensationalisation of violence 
demeaning to myself and other 
local traditional climbers, but the 
article does nothing constructive 
to help the involved parties solve 
their-problems. Is Mountain 
magazine's sole purpose to make 
a profit, or do they also wish to 

Bachar Speaks Out 

help the climbing community? In 
such a heated issue the magazine 
should have contacted people 
involved on each side of the 
controversy. 

As far as Mr Chapman's 
opinionated report goes there are 
many errors and outright lies. He 
states that the rappel-bolted route 
Punchline was" .. . accepted by 
nearly all locals as an instant 
classic . .. ". The fact is that nearly 
all locals were appalled by Mr 
Kauk's actions and he is without a 
doubt aware of it. Only a year ago 
he was telling younger climbers 
that ground up climbing was the 
only acceptable way to establish 
a route. Had anybody else rappel 
bolted a route it would have been 
removed. Apparently it is 
acceptable for Mr Kauk to break 
his own rules. 

Chapman states that "During 
one particularly heated 
discussion . .. a punch was 
thrown and Bachar ended up in 
the dirt of the Camp 4 parking lot." 
The fact is that only Mr Chapman 
was "heated" and when he could 
not continue the discussion in a 
rational manner he punched me 
without warning in the neck. I had 
to go to the hospital to receive 
treatment for nerve damage to 
my neck and upper arm. Many 
would argue that the removal of 
rappel bolts is an offensive act, 
but it must be said that the 
placement of rappel bolts is just 
as offensive to the ground-up 
climber as the removal of rap
placed bolts is to the rap-bolter . If 
a top-down climber has the right 
to place rap-bolts on a ground-up 
climber's future route, then the 
ground-up climber has just as 
much the right to remove those 
bolts. In everyday life many 
conflicts arise and are solved 
without resort to physical 
violence. The use of physical 
violence is a totally unacceptable 
approach to the solution of any 
problem and should not be 
condoned by anyone, the press 
included. 

He further states that" . .. the 
majority of climbers couldn't care 
less about how routes are 
established". The fact is that the 
vast majority of locals do care 
about how routes are established 
and even if it were the case that 
the majority of climbers didn't 
care about how routes are 
established, it must be recognised 
that minorities have rights too . By 
looking back in history to a time 
when a majority of people were in 
favour of the enslavement of the 
negro minority or when a majority 
favoured the slaughter of the 
American Indian, we can learn 
that the tyranny of the majority is 
not always just. In fact it is often 
irrational and mob-like. The 
traditional ground-up climbers of 
Yosemite have rights that must 
be respected. 

Mr Chapman also states that 
" . .. Yosemite seems to be 

awakening from the big sleep that 
has engulfed it for the past eight 
years . . . ". The fact is that 
Yosemite produces some of the 
hardest ground-up routes in the 
world to date and the standards 
are increasing every year. Only 
because top-down routes are 
equated with traditional ground
up routes via the usage of the 
same numerical rating system do 
Yosemite-style ground-up first 
ascents appear inferior. After all 
what is harder, doing an on-sight, 
on-the-lead first ascent of a 5.13b 
or doing a top-down, rehearsed, 
preprotected 5.14a? They are two 
different games, born of opposite 
approaches and producing 
different results. Perhaps Mr 
Chapman could awaken from his 
own state of deep sleep by 
attempting to repeat some of the 
face climbs recently established 
by talented young climbers like 
Steve Schneider or Kurt Smith. 
The sad fact is that neither Mr 
Kauk nor Mr Chapman have even 
tried to repeat the hardest routes 
of today's gifted young Yosemite 
climbers. 

Unfortunately the main 
questions in this controversial 
issue were not even alluded to in 
the report over the "Yosemite 
Brawl" . How can the freedoms 
and rights of both parties be 
preserved and respected? Can 
top-down rappel-bolting methods 
co-exist with traditional ground
up methods within the same 
climbing area? The speed of 
rappel-bolting will allow rappel 
bolters to take away all of the best 
new routes before ground-up 
climbers even have a fair chance 
to attempt them . Within a short 
period oftime the local ground-up 
climbers will have virtually no first 
ascent projects. This unfair 
imbalance will cause even greater 
friction within the climbing 
community and assure the 
continuance of more bolt 
chopping and violence. The speed 
of rap-batters vs. the slowness of 
ground-up climbers causes a 
natural resource usage conflict 
that must be addressed if we are 
to see a viable solution to this 
matter. 

People bashing and bolt 
removal are most certainly not 
the best solutions to this difficult 
issue. Neither does the insensitive 
exploitation of people's problems 
by the press help the situation. It 
is sad to see such biased and 
destructive reporting in a 
prestigious magazine like 
Mountain. Hopefully, in the near 
future Mountain can offer its 
readers a more enlightening and 
thorough analysis of this 
emotionally charged issue that is 
not only tearing apart Yosemite 
but other climbing communities 
as well. 
John Bachar 



Stevie Wonders . .. 
from Stevie Haston 
Dear Mountain, 
I have loved the mountains with 
my whole body and soul for a long 
time. I have lived in them and 
journeyed to them . The mountain 
does not come to me, this is as it 
should be. Now I find myself 
writing to a mountain, a mountain 
I do not like, which is gaudy rather 
than beautiful and seems tainted 
by materialism and the hard sell. 

Mountains have no 
responsibilities, man should. In 
trying to sell mountains you will 
destroy them and bring them 
down around your ears. The 
fragile environment of the 
Llanbe:ris quarries is being 
despoiled by young climbers who 
show no respect : litter, graffiti 
and bolts where once great slates 
grew. Perhaps you think me 
severe or reactionary, but what of 
six bolts in a piece of rock 25 feet 
by 15? 
. When Mo_untain last spoke, Pat 

L1ttleJohn tried to sell Craig Doris 
he tried to sell it to people who ' 
don't wish to buy. He says Doris is 
loose, dirty, steep and 
adventurous, he also says that 
more routes will go with the odd 
bolt. Doris is an adventurous 
place, pretty and unspoilt; please 
leave it like this. It does not need 
the trapping of the "modern 
climber" . 

Climbers should leave as little 
trace of their passing as possible. 
I feel glad that Mr Littlejohn 
claimed a route of my own where 
I obeyed this dictum; I feel 
annoyed that he called it Direct 
Hit when it is Wanton Desire. 
There have been many routes put 
up at Doris, some recorded some 
not; some even forgotten, but the 
crag has remained largely the 
same. Not so on my last visit -
excessive cleaning and some 
litter. 

I enjoy hearing about rocks and 
people doing good things on 
them, but things are changing for 
the worst. All I hear is Redpoint 
and 5.14, 7a, French Be, beautifu I 
routes, yes, but put up in a 
shameful way. Redpoint has no 
place in climbing, it is about 
glorification, money and pretty 
bodies wearing pretty boots for 
business. 

And please explain the picture 
of ~teve Bell in military uniform 
training. Training has always 
meant pull-ups to me, not guns. 
Recently in your magazine I was 
refe~red to as one of Gogarth's 
soldiers, I wish to make it clear 
that I find this abhorrent. 

Climbing has always enhanced 
m_y life, what now passes for 
climbing is detracting. Just look 
at what this has done to Mal ham -
a crime against beauty. 

Ysou~s consciously objecting, 
tev1e Haston 

Essaouira, Ma'roc. 

I'm sorry, Stevie, if you were 
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upset by being referred to as a 
soldier in the Gogarth piece. It 
was a rather obscure allusion by 
me, to Al Capone 's hoodlum; - I 
thought you all made a real 
rogues ' gallery! The Steve Bell 
photo was a joke - remember 
Jokes?- Ed. 

Ego, Ergo 
from Jim Perrin 
Sir, 

It used to be the custom - history 
not ~1;nerally being written by its 
partIcIpants- modestly to disavow, 
or even deprecate, one's own 
contributions to the climbing 
record . 

Some time in the early '70s, 
however, thanks to a coarse
grained editor who had no truck 
with such niceties and allowed 
hi~ corresl?ondents to get away 
with so doing, the tradition was 
discarded by sections of the 
climbing press and all and sundry 
who wished to inflate their latest 
activity on rock felt free to do so in 
the third person: "Ivan Ego, 
meanwhile, climbed the 
magnificent and exceptionally 
difficult hanging groove 
bord_ering Pillar of Judgement on 
the right . Ego thus producing 
perhaps the most notable ascent 
in the region to date." 
(Correspondent: Ivan Ego) . 

This practice is immodest and 
disingenuous enough when it 
comes to reportage of climbing 
events. Why, in all conscience, 
the correspondents cannot state 
that it is their route and their 
consi~ered judgement upon it, if 
they sincerely believe it to be true 
I cannot imagine. Genuine ' 
enthusiasm directly expressed is 
surely preferable to this pseudo
balance of concealed self-praise? 

But when the device is adopted 
by camp-followers whose 
climbing credentials will not bear 
examination to inflate the value 
of their own fringe events - as 
Terry Gifford does in his report on 
his own "festival of mountain 
literature" (Mountain 120) - it 
becomes more than distasteful it 
is then simply nauseating a ' 
parodic replication at a vi~arious 
ref!]OVe of an appalling fashion . 
This particular litterateur surely 
oughtto know better. When after 
all, was a writer ever allow~d to 
review his own books . .. ? 

I wish all those concerned 
would desist, and have the 
integrity to use that moderating 
and honest narrative device the 
first person singular, henceforth. 
We might then get some useful 
statements of value and belief 
coming out of our sport. But till 
then, in the breezes of egotism 
the soft veils of self-delusion and 
self-glorification sway. For God's 
sake rip them away, Mr Editor! 
Yours, 
Jim Perrin 
North Wales. 

Masonics 
from Trevor Braham 
Sir, 
Kenneth Mason played an active 
part in the founding of the 
Himalayan Club, and I know that 
he would have insisted upon 
greater accuracy if he had had the 
opportunity to read your survey 
of his career (Mountain 118). He 
certainly put me right on some of 
the more personal details and 
reminiscences of the period 
directly prior to the Club's 
inauguration. 

. Prior to the founding of the 
Himalayan Club (which will 
shortly celebrate its sixtieth 
anniversary) the Mountain Club 
of India was created in Calcutta 
on 23 Sept 1927 with Gen. C.G. 
Bruce as its President and with 64 
founder members. Although the 
idea of forming the Himalayan 
Club was 'born on the path behind 
Jakko' (a hill above Simla) on 6/10/ 
27, it was largely due to the 
initiative and energy of Sir 
Geoffrey Corbett and Kenneth 
Mason that the Club was 
successfully launched. The 
in_augural meeting of the 
Himalayan Club was held in New 
D_elhi on 17 February 1928with 
Field Marshal Lord Birdwood C
in-C India, as President, and ~ith 
127 founder members from 
several countries. On 14 
December 1928the Mountain 
Club amalgamated with the 
Himalayan Club 'for the benefit of 
the common ajms of the two 
clubs.' 

Mason edited Volumes I-XII of 
the Himalayan Journal between 
1929-1940. Publication of the H.J. 
ceased temporarily after the 
~utbreak of World War 11, and the 
first post-war number, Vol XIII, 
was published in 1947, edited by 
Wilfrid Noyce. 

Abode of Snow praises the 
achievements of the early 
surveyors who during the course 
of their work ascended 37 
mountains (not over 40) above 
20,000 feet by the year 1862 (not 
before 1861 ). As a result of 
observations made in 1955 by 
Peter Holmes and myself, the 
once famous story about the 
s~rvey 'Khalasi' who carried his 
signal pole to the summit of Shilla 
establishing an altitude record 
wa_s unfortunately demolished. 
Shi Ila's height was officially 
revised to 20,050 ft. from 23,000 
ft. Mason did, of course refer to 
this in his book. 

Hingston in the photo on p.39 is 
one and the same person as 
'Hinkston' in the photo on p.40 -
Major R.W.G. Hingston of the 
Indian Medical Service: doctor 
physiologist and naturalist. He' 
accompanied Mason on his 
journeys to the Pamir in 1913, and 
to Shaksgam in 1926, and he was 
doctor to the 1924 Everest 
Expedition. 

Yours faithfully, Trevor Braham 
Lausanne, Switzerland 

Eligible Anthologies 
from Jim Curran 
Dear Sir, 
As a former Chairman of the 
Judging Panel of the Boardman 
Tasker Award for Mountain 
Literature, I would like to clarify 
the issues raised by Audrey 
Salkeld in Mountain 120. 

Regarding the eligibility or 
otherwise of anthologies or 
compilation books, there has 
never been any doubt as to their 
eligibility for the competition. In 
my two years' service, two such 
books were submitted and one 
was short listed, although neither 
book actually won the~ward. But 
there was never the slightest 
question of them being 
disqualified. Indeed we felt 
strongly that the broader the 
range of books submitted, the 
better and healthier the Award. I 
am sure future panels will take 
the same views and I would hate 
to think that any serious 
mountaineering book would not 
be entered for this or any other 
reason. 

Turning to the value both 
financial and publicity,' of the 
Award, it hardly needs saying that 
the_cash value oft he prize (£1000), 
while not astronomical is still not 
to be sneezed at. Any increase 
would presumably be minimal 
~owever well the capital is 
invested. The publicity 
surrounding the Award is indeed 
a problem for there are around 
200 such awards ih Britain alone 
each year. Perhaps the publishers 
of the competition entries should 
do more themselves to publicise 
the Award. They are in a far better 
position to do so than the 
organisers and quite obviously 
have a strong vested interest in 
books from their own "stable" 
winning. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jim Curran 
Sheffield. 

Women Climbers Film 
from Lesley Boulton 
Dea_r Mountai_n, 

Iris Productions are beginning 
r~search and development for a 
film_ about wo,:nen climbers. We 
are interested in a range of issues 
that include: 
1. How women's climbing has 
developed over the past twenty 
years. 
2. Representation of women 
climbers in the climbing media 
and elsewhere. 
3. Competition climbing/bolting 
versus traditional values. 
4. Increased commercialism of 
the sport. 

We would like to hear from 
anyone (men or women) who 
hold strong feelings about any of 
these issues. Please contact: 
Lesley Boulton, Iris Photography 
& Video Productions, A.V.E.C., 
Brown Street, Sheffield Sl 2BS. 
Tel: (0742) 725946. 
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The 'WILD COUNTRY' range: 
strong lightweight tents made to 
expedition specifications for use all 
the year round in severe mountain 
conditions. 
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'Trisar' (left) 
2 person, 2.8 kg 

and 'Voyager' 
2 person 2.9kg 

'Super Nova' 
with fully 
taped flysheet. 
Guying only 
required for 
severe 
conditions 

◄ 
'Super Nova' 
(inner tent) 
3.4 person 
4.4kg 

ILLUSTRATED LEAFLET 

ON OUR FULL TENT RANGE 

Wild Country 'EQUINOX' range. 
The same Wild Country tent concepts but 
with modified specifications for 3-season 
use, lighter weight and lower pricing. 
4 models available 

O WILD 
c.ounTRY 
Townhead, Eyam, Derbyshire S30 1RD 
Telephone: Hope Valley (0433) 31673 
Telex: 54153 WILDCO G 
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Ropes and tapes for all kind of adventure 

DISTRIBUTORS : 
LOWE ALPINE SYSTEMS USA - BEN LYON 
AMORIN! ITALIA - SALEWA GERMANY 
LAYA TRADING HOLLAND - WOO KYUN 

U.K. - GRADE VI HONG-KONG 
M.B. SPORT DENMARK 
CORPORATION COREA 

LA CORDEE CANADA 
MAINTENANCE SPORT 
KOTT ARIS GREECE . 

THE HOSTEL SHOP CANADA 
SUISSE - LAPIDOT ISRAEL 

TO GET OUR COMPLETE 
COLOUR CATALOG "ROPES AND TAPES" 

JUST SEND US THIS COUPON 

Name _ _ ________ _ 

Christian name _______ _ 

Address __________ _ 

P.O. Box------ ---~ 

Wants to receive the RIVORY-JOANNY catalog 88 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St., 
Braddon, 2601. 
Tel. (062) 573.883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Katoomba 
Paddy Pallin 
166 Katoomba St., 2780. 
Tel. (047) 822.014 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
527 Kingsway, 2228. 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel . 02 .264.3146/02.267.3639 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment), 
327 Sussex St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
76 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. (07) 839 6609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs (Head Office) 
224 Barry Parade 
Fortitude Valley, 4006 
Tel. 97 52 8804 or 52 8894 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd ., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. (07) 379.5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pallin 
40 Waymouth St., 5000 
Tel. (08) 212.7857 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin, 
74-78 Elizabeth St., 7000. 
Tel. (002) 310.777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pall in, 
59 Brisbane St., 7250. 
Tel. (003) 314.240 (C) 

Victoria: Box Hill 
Paddy Pall in 
8 Market St., 3128 
Tel. (03) 898.8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu 
78 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 642.1942 · 
Mail Order Tel. (03) 417.6682 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin 
360 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 670.4845 (C) (S) 
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Western Australia: Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33AAdelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin , 
Shop 1 
105 Lord St. , 6000 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd ., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 (C) (M) 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148/61 .048 (C) (M) (S) 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd., 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 66.211 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd ., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 (C) (M) 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies, 
P.O. Box 848, 109 Thomas St., 
L6J 5C5 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
35 Front Street East, 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5E 1B3 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524.1106 

Bonn 
Sine 

GERMANY 

Breite Str. 47,5300 
Tel. 0228.654320 (C) (M) 

Frankfurt 1 
Sine 
Oeder Weg 43, 6000 
Tel. 069.552233 (C) (M) 

Freiburg 
Sine 
Moltkestr. 5, 7800 
Tel. 0761 .37934 (C) (M ) 

Heidelberg 
Sine 
Rohrbacher Str. 81, 6900 
Tel. 06221.15010 (C) (M) 

Mainz 
Sine 
Graben 1,6500 
Tel. 06131.226681 (C) (M) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Send linger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONGKONG 
Everest Sports Ltd. , 
83 Sai Yee Street, Mezz. Floor, 
Mongkok, Kowloon . 
Tel. 3-914019 
Fax. 3-900024 
Telex. 71666 HKTEL HX Attn. 

zcv 311900024 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment 
& Services 

172 Tung Lo Wan Road, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Causeway Bay. 
Tel. 5-669313/5-669331 
Telex: 71947 HYBME HX 
Telefax: 852-5-8068287 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre, 

1 /F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-848190 
Telex : 33552 MTCTR 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd ., 

Head Office (Export & Import), 
102, 1/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd ., 
Wanchai, Hong Kong . 
Tel. 5-733313 
Tix. 65205 MTSEV HX 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd., 

Retail Shop, 
M/F., 56 Morrison Hill Road , 
Wanchai , Hong Kong. 
Tel. 5-733329 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

'UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061 .928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd. 
9/10 Grampian Road 
PH22 1RH 
Tel. 0479.810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street . 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel . 021.236.6816 (S) 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd. , 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bolton 
Haute Montagne Ltd . 
10 Manor Street 
Tel . 0204.386251 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd ., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277.233122- Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd ., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street 
(corner of Church Street) 
BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road . 
Tel.0272.741157 

Bristol 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd . 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS14SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Action sports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd., CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 



Canterbury 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd., 
3 Pa lace Street. 
Tel. 0227.470023 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Outdoor Action, 
12 Wyeverne Road, Cathays. 
Tel. 0222.28892 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road . 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85/89 King Street. 
DE1 3EE (S) 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski and Climb, 
350 Normanton Road . (S) 
Tel. 0332.42245 

Doncaster 
DMC Mountain Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Road. (S) 
Tel . 0302.341756 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevi sport 
Unit 13, 
Waverley Market, 
EH1 1 BO. (M) (S) 
Tel. 031.557.0923 

Elgin 
Keith Johnson Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, PH33 6EJ. (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevi sport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041.332.4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Peak Gear 0 /D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 

Mathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road, S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433.51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports, 
9/11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG. 
Tel . 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road . Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
57/59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 
(C)(M)(S) 
Tel. 051.709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, 
High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
215 Kensington High Street, 
W86BD 
Tel. 01.938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports, 
456/8 The Strand 
WC2R ORG 
Tel. 01.839.5161 
Telex 8813136 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd. 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden 
WC2E 7HE 
Tel. 01.240.9577/8 (C) (M) (S) 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1 M 2LJ 
Tel. 01 .242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
150 Holborn, 
(Corner Grays Inn Road), E1 
Tel. 01.831.6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01 .937.0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd . 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop, 
572 Sil bury Boulevard, 
Central, MK9 3AF. (C) (M) 
Tel: 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. 
(C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1 RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . 
(S) (C) 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham 
OL1 1TA. 
Tel. 061 .620.3900 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure, 
29 Lincoln Road, 
PE1 2RH . 
Tel. 0733.41381 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road . 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd ., 
41 Bel I Street, 
RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
149 Fitzwilliam St. 
Tel. 0742.727525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping, 
118 High Street, 
SG1 3DW (C) (M) 
Tel. 0438.353086 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate . 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., 
Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
90 High Street, 
Milton Keynes. (C) (M) 
MK11 1AH 
Tel. 0908 568913 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel . 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001 . 
Tel. 05.31.1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02.46.90.75 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Ryesgade 27, 8000 C. 
Tel . (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt., 
Kildevaeldsgade 16 
DK-2100, 0 
Tel. 01-29.01 .33 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden57,2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona : Tempe 
North Face, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 
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California : Palo Alto Colorado: Broomfield N.H.: lntervale Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, Lowe Alpine Systems, Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc. , Swallow's Nest, 
383 University Ave., 94301. P.O. Box 1449, RT.16, Box 206, 3320 Meridian Ave., N., 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 620 Compton, 80020. 03845 98103. 

Tel. 603.356.3042 Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 
California: Riverside Colorado: Colorado Springs 

N.H.: North Conway Riverside Ski and Sport, North Face, Washington: Seattle 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 1776 W. Uintah, International Mountain .The North Face, 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 80904. Equipment, 1023 1st Ave., 98104. 

Tel. 303.634.5279 Main Street, 03860 Tel. 206.622.4111 
California: Riverside Tel. 603.356.5287 

Colorado: Denver Washington: Tacoma Sports Country Ltd ., 
6422 Magnolia Ave., 92506. Forrest Safety Products New York: New Paltz Base Camp Supply, 
Tel. 714.683.2200 (Forrest Mountaineering) Rock and Snow, 3730 South Pine, 

4550 Jackson St. ' 44 Main Street, 12561 . 98409. 

California: San Bernardino 80216 Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Sports Country Ltd ., Colorado: Denver New York: New York Wisconsin: Madison 222 North G Street, Suite B, North Face, Camp and Trail Outfitters, Erewhon Mountain Supply, 92401. 2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 21 Park Place, 10007. State and Gorham, 53703. Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 80222. Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

California: San Diego Oregon: Independence Wyoming: Cody 
Adventure 16 Inc. , Colorado: Lakewood Independence Mountaineering, Sunlight Sports, 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, North Face, 215 South Main, 97351. 1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 11355 West 6th Ave. , Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

80215. 
California: Sonora Tel. 303.238.7511 Utah: Moab Wyoming: Jackson 
Sonora Mounta.ineeri'ng, Rim Cyclery, Teton Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, Connecticut: West Hartford 94 West 100 North, Main Square, 
95370. Clapp and Treat, 84532. (P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 672 Farmington Ave., 06119. Tel. 801.259.5333 Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 
Colorado: Boulder Washington: Bellevue Wyoming: Lander 
The Boulder Mountaineer, Massachusetts: Boston Marmot Mountain Works, Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
1329 Broadway, Eastern Mountain Sports, 827 Bellevue Way N.E., 220 Main Street, 82520. 
80302. 1041 Commonwealth Ave. 98004. Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 206.453.1515 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Colorado: Boulder Massachusetts: Salem Washington : Seattle Rocky Mountaineering, 
North Face, Life Sports Recreational Equipment Inc., 211 Second Street, 82070 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. East India Mall , 01970 1525 11th Avenue, 98122. Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 
Tel. 303.499.1731 Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) • 

STOP PRESS! NEW FOR 1988 TECHNICIAN HARNESS WITH REVOLUTIONARY '"SELF-RACK SYSTEM "" 



EO..f>MENT ·RISE HILL lvll..L ·DENT ·SEOBERGH·a.JMBfl!A·LA105Ql ·UK · Ta (05875)370· TB.EX65424 G LYON 

~&SUPPLERS OF CAVIIIG ·a.M!ING ·SAFETY EQI.FMENT 

PURE INSPIRATION? 
Yes! But there's more to it than that ... 
Brilliant ideas - from climbers around 
the world - have to be transformed 
into real equipment. 
PETZL EXCELS IN THS TRANSFORMATION. 
Skill in design, use of the best materials, 
and fine workmanship are combined 
to make more prototypes than can be 
imagined. 
NOW PETZl.'.S UNRIVALLED TEST 
LABORATORY COMES INTO ITS OWN. 
Gear is pulled, dropped and 
dismembered until the combination is 
right. Safety assured, production designs 
pass to top climbers for verdicts on 
performance and comfort. Only the 
best then go back to the lab for final 
tests. 
And finally, the PETZL colours .. . PURE 
INS RATION! 

E Johnny Dawes choice. 
ed, quick tie in, 3 sizes. 
Padded waist, fully 

e, the alpinists choice. 
for '88, fully padded, fully 

le rock harness. 
Hy padded, belted waistloop, 

11, 17 and 25 
ipinloops. 
SUNGSMany 

'CJ,1,/ supertape 



865-MEGA/SG 

823 · MARIACHER 

871 ·FLASH 

870 · BALLERINA 

Stefan Glowacz in >Orange Mechanique<. 8 a. Cima·i. France. Photo: Uli Wiesmeier, 

CALZATURIFICIO LA SPORTIVA Sri - Localita Piera, 5/A 
38038 TESERO (Trento) Italy - Tel. (0462) 83052 ric. autom. 
Telex 401323 LA SPO I~ Telefax (0462) 84267 

U.S.A. - Transalp - 80302 Boulder Colorado 
U.K. - D.M.M. International LTD. - Bethesda - Gwynedd 
JAPAN - Nihon Johin Co. LTD. - Tokyo 
GERMANY - Krimmer - 8893 Tandem 
FRANCE - Orus Sari - 34000 Monpellier 
AUSTRIA - Schuh Center Muhlbacher - 6060 Hall in Tirol 

~ 

BELGIUM - Alpi Sport - 4120 Flemalle 
SWITZERLAND - II Vagamondo - 6500 Bellinzona 
SPAIN - Uralko S.A. - 20080 lrun 
AUSTRALIA - Mountain Equipment - 2000 Sydney 
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