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• Steve Jones on Gasherbrum II. Gore Tex 
Wind Suit. Photo: D. Stewart. 
• Inset: Gasherbrum VI. Photo: lain Peter. 
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OPERA 
An ultralight slipper for high grade climbing. 

Allows excellent 'feel' on marginal smearing footholds. 
Sizes 2-10. 

RUNOUT 
New for 1988, this lightweight 'low cut' style shoe is 
already showing the way ahead in rockboot design. 

An offset toe shape and the optional lacing system allow 
a very precise fit for pocket and smearing type climbing. 

Sizes 4-10. 

ON SIGHT 
The latest model of this well known all-round boot. 

The internal nylon stiffening ensures a precise edging 
performance and retains the shape and fit of the boot. 

Sizes 4-13. 

U.K. distributors: 
FIRST ASCENT 

2A Culford Gr~ve, London Nl 4HR. Tel : 01-2413477. 
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Europe 
ALP 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele II, 167,10139 Torino, Italy. 
Published 12 times a year. 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
74 South Audley Street, London, W1 Y 5FF, Great Britain. 
Published once a year. 

ALPIRANDO 
7 Rue de Lille, 75007, Paris. 
Published 12 times a year. 

ALPIN 
Ortlerstrasse 8, 8000 Munchen 70, Germany. 
Published 12 times a year. 

DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, D-8000 Munchen 20, Germany. 
Published 12 times a year. 

DESNIVEL 
Apartado de Correos 19,083, Madrid, Spain. 
Published 4 times a year. 

EXTREM 
Travesera de Dalt 82, 08024 Barcelona, Spain. 
Published 6 times a year. 

LA MONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie, 75008 Paris, France. 
Published 4 times a year. 

MONT AGNES 
1 rue de la Prevachere, 38400 St. Martin D'Heres, France. 
Published 11 times a year. 

NORKLATT 
Postboks 8292 Hammersborg, 0129 Oslo 1, Norway. 
Published 4 times a year. 

PYRENAICA 
Alameda de San Mames, 29-1 ° izda. 48010 Bilbao, 
Euskadi, Spain. Published 4 times a year. 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Via della Rocca, 29-10123 Torino, Italy. 
Published 4 times a year. 

ROTPUNKT 
Stuttgarter Strasse 45, 7064 Remshalden-Grunbach, 
Germany. Published 3 times a year. 

TATERNIK 
ul Stanow Zjednoczonych 53 p. 227,04-028 Warsaw, 
Poland. Published twice a year. 

VERTICAL 
8, Rue Paccard, B.P. 125, 74403 Chamonix, France. 
Published 5 times a year. 

U.S.A. & Canada 
AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St., New York, N.Y. 10128, U.S.A. 
Published once a year. 

CANADIAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
P.O. Box 1026, Banff, Alberta, Toloco. 
Published once a year. 

CLIMBING 
Box E, Aspen, Col. 81611, U.S.A. 
Published 6 times a year. 

ROCK& ICE 
P.O. Box 3595, Boulder, CO 80307, U.S.A. 
Published 6 times a year. 

Asia 
THE IWA TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishers) Co. Ltd., 1-1-33 Shiba Daimon, 
Minato Ku, Tokyo. (Contains English language summary). 
Published 6 times a year. 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER . 
Official journal of the Indian Mountaineering Foundation. 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi-110021 (India). 
Published 2 times a year. 

HIMALAYAN JOUNRAL 
Published by THE HIMALAYAN CLUB, Contact Oxford 
University Press, P.O. Box 31 Oxford House, 
Appollo Bunder, Bombay 400001. Published once a year. 

HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road, Calcutta 700 029, India. 
Published 12 times a year. 

WILD 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia. 
Published 4 times a year. 

ROCK 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181, Australia. 
Published once a year. 

KARAKORAM 
EXPERIENCE 

"REACHES PARTS OF ASIA THAT OTHERS CANNOT REACH" 

PAKISTAN GONDOROPEAK(5640m), THE BEST INTRODUCTORY 
TREKKING PEAK INTHE KARAKORAM . \Qfc-

CHINA 
INDIA 

THE HEAVENLYPEAKSOFTHETIAN SHAN C,\; ~C, 
TRANS-HIMALAYA, POSSIBLY INDIAS FINEST TREK C,'r\Q ,01>-0~' 

's~ I. 
NEPAL LOBOCHE PEAK(6119m)INC.CLASSICAPPROACH 1.~I.I'- '"'" cooGI. 

TO EVEREST ,._1.1>-S «' 

Tl BET SOURCE OF THE FABLED 'YANGTZE RIVER' TO EVEREST ,1>-1.~, "~~tf ot-> 
TANGULA SHAN MOUNTAINS IN NORTHERN TIBET. '.,1,iss1u;_.,,----

K2 TREK: WORLD LEADERS FOR 5 YEARS ~o;.,,----
JUST A FEW OF THE MANY NEW AND EXCITING HOLIDAYS ON OFFER THIS YEAR! 

'TREKKERS LODGE' 32 LAKE RD., KESWICK, CUMBRIA CA 12 SDQ 

(07687) 73966/72267 

SAVE MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U.K. stockists of specialist top quality materials and 

MONEY accessories. Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 
Trade and retail. SAE. catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor Holmbridge, Huddersfield, W. Yorks. 0484 - 684302/683206 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
For a good booklist of secondhand/out of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exploration, write to D. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, 
Edinburgh EH9 1 DA, Scotland. Wants lists welcomed. 

· BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
- 88 catalog free to foreign, 

.CRAMPON STRAPS u s & Canada, send 22¢ 

P 0. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, C:aliforn ia 931 20, USA 

Cordura, Ventile, breathable waterproofs. Fleece pile, Th insulate, Hollofil, 
MOUNTAIN down, polycottons, stretch fabric. Tent fabrics, canvas, mosquito net, 

FABRICS flexipoles. Zips, buckles, velcro, webbing. Patterns for all outdoor gear. 
Climbing, camping gear. For prices/samples 18p stamp or $1 airmail. 

Tor(M), 3 Fryer St., Runcorn, WA7 1ND England. 
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,, July.; li~;?st; S~g~~:tn6.e~: , t 

Fred Harper & lain Peter offer 
exciti ng experiences! 
The Ascent of Mont Blanc 
6 - 13th August 
Alpine mountaineer° 
for beginners. 
Glacier 
exploration. 

------. BROCHURE AVAILABLE FROM 

Mountain Guides, Nevis port, High St. 
~. ~ p~t!~!u! p?D 

• Early booking discount 

Mt. McKinley• Alaska 
(907) 733-2291 

----------- Fort William Tel : (0397) 4767 
• Climber bunk house Box 290M, Talkeetna, AK 99676 
• We take your climb seriously 

ould your Gear Survive 
SMO\Ndon's-didl 

·vi Ba s 

Preswylfa, Goodman Street, Llanberis, Gwynedd, LL55 4HN, N. Wales, U.K. ICLOTHINGI 

The Old School, Nantperis, Llanberis, Gwynedd, LL55 4UE Wales, U.K. IMOULDINGSI 
Tel: Llanberis (0286) 870577 (HELMETS) 871256 (CLOTHING & TENTS) 
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Rowland Edwards 
on Superjam ES 6B 
Photo: International 
School of Rock Climbing 



K arrimor Alpiniste is possibly the most famous mountaineering 
rucsac in the world. 

The third generation of Alpinistes has been developed in 

association with the International School of Mountaineering, Leysin, 

Switzerland. These models are chosen by many Himalayan and Alpine 
expeditions, including the First Winter K2. 

The Alpiniste has an impeccable pedigree, succeeding the initial 
design for Don Whillans, and the famous 'purple' Alpinistes, 
by Dougal Haston. 

This latest Alpiniste range is a collection of technical sacs in 3 sizes 
with outstanding features, not least of which is the Aergo-M back 

system. We use moulding technology to create the special shape to 

give an enhanced degree of ventilation , confining body contact to the 
support points as with our S.A. system, whilst retaining the classic 
simplicity preferred by mountaineers. 

KAR.Rl~R 
EQUI PMENTfa·ADVENTU.RE 

KARRIMOR INTERNATIONAL LIMITED. 

Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lancashire 885 6PR. Tel: (0254) 385911. 

PHOTO: GLEN ANDREWS 
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HIMALAYA ~' 
NEXT? 

HIMALAYAN KINGDOMS LTD 
20 THE MALL CLIFTON BRISTOL 858 4DR 

0272237163 
trekking specialists to the world's greatest range 

1•"1,:,l'lone General Enqumes 
061•2'3 5835 

lnsu,anc• and lnft1rn1Jllon1/ R«1p1ocal R,gl'IIS' 
061-213 5163 

MUB, Cov,ses lllld Travel Services 
061-2135839 
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1. Extendible and Contoured Lid 
2. Haul Loop 
3. Top Tension Buckles 
4. Top Tension Straps 
5. Integral Aluminium Frame 
6. AD~NTBack with Body Profile High 

Density Foam 
7. Side Compression Straps which pass 

right through the Back 
B. Curved and Contoured Shoulder Harness 
9. Chest Harness 

10. Shoulder Strap Adjustment Buckles 
11 . Nylon Reinforced Base Corners 
12. Central Channel for Spine Protection 

and Ventilation 
13. Shoulder Strap Fillet Tape and Hip Belt 

originate from Base of Frame 
14. Conically Shaped, Padded Hip Fins 

which pass right through the Back 
15. Bergbuckle® for Quick Release and Non

Slip Adjustment 



EXTENDERS 

:"!ON EQLl'MENT ·fllSE ft..1. 11.t.L ·DENT ·SEDeERGH ·cuvmtA·LA105QL ·U< · TR(05875)370 · TREX 65424 G L'iON 

MANJFPCIWERS & SUPPLERS OF CAVN2. ·~·SAFETY EQUPMENT 

j 

PURE INSPIRATION? 
Yes! But there's more to it than that ... 
Brilliant ideas - from climbers Cll'Oll"ld 
the world - have to be transformed 
Into real equipment. 

PETZL EXCELS IN THIS TRANSFORMATION. 
Skill in desigl, use of the best ma1erials, 
and fine workmanship are combined 
to make more prototypes than can be 
imagined. 
NOW PETZL'.S UNRIVALLED TEST 
LABORAlORY COMES INTO ITS OWN. 
Gear is pulled, dropped and 
dismembered until the combination Is 
right. Safety assured. production designs 
pass to top climbers for verdicts on 
performance and comfort. Only the 
best then go back to the lab for final 
tests. 
And finally, the PETZL ccious ... PURE 
INSPIRATION! 
ADR~NE Johmy Dawes choice. 
Fully padded, quick tie in. 3 sizes. 
CHOUCAS Padded waist. fully 
a djustable, the alpinisls choice. 
GURU New for '88, fully padded, fully 
adjuslable rock harness. 
JUMP Fully padded, belted waistloop, 
4sfzes. 
QUICK DRAWS 11, 17 and 25 cm 
Narrowed clip in loops. 

EXTEf'f:>ERS & SLINGS Maly 
lengths. narrow supertape 
for karabiner strength . . . . 



NEW GENERATION KARABINERS FADERS 
THE BEST WEIGHT-RESISTANCE RATIO IN THE WORLD 

KARABINERS · ICE-AXES · CRAMPONS · HAMMERS · OESCENOEURS · HEXES 

Ref. 400/10 

t W. 52 gr. 
'l'J. 1;>A: J0 M· S. 2.800 Kg. 
$. 1.'ou 

FADERS, S.A. 
P.O. Box 33, Castellar Del Valles, (Barcelona), Spain. Tel: 714.66.11 Telex: 59818 CAMAR E-FADERS 

SOLE U.K. ~ RISE HILL MILL, DENT, I TEL: 05875 370 
DISTll8UTORS ~ CUMBRIA LA10 SOL TELEX: 65424 

IT'S A "MUST" FOR YOUR STOPOVER 
IN 

HONG KONG 

Af'PROACHES: 
A:. MTR. 
1/ Take "MTR" to "ISLAND UNE CAUSEWAY IAY STATION". 
2/ Get out at "PliRCML STREET" EXIT (WEST SIDE) 
3/ Wolk along tt,e "TRAMWAY" (Hennessy Road). Pass under 

a large ""hlcle flyover, unftl you meet "TIN LOK IANE". 
Tum left. 

4/ Wolk along "TIN LOK IANE" and you wlll find "MORRISON 
HIU ROAD" Check for "56" (Right hand side) Look for 
tt,e blue "M.S." sign. 

,,~ '> 5-733329 TL)(.=S5205HX 

B: Taxi. 
1/ From any where: Tell tt,e dr1,,.r to go to "NAN YANG 

THEATRE" 
2/ On arrival, across tt,e road (MORRISON HIU ROAD) 

Watch for ff>e llue sign "MOUNTAIN SERVICES'' 
~gesffon for ff>ose who stay In Kowloon side: Take "MTR" 
to "ADMIRALTY STATION" and lake a Taxi ff>ere. Sa,,. Tunnel 
charges. 

FOR TAXI DRIVER: 
iWHl:lHUi=:2Wjg[565»tlffli'I 

=8~tr~~N~C!J 



GREATER HIMALAYA UNITED STATES 

NEPAL WINTER 1987/88 
A generally mild winter brought a 
high success rate with nine 
successes from the 13 
expeditions in Nepal. Some ofthe 
ascents may not be considered 
true winter ascents, however. Five 
Americans paid the penalty for 
climbing Arna Dablam at the end 
of November. They were banned 
for five years from climbing in 
Nepal. The Nepalese still consider 
December 1 the start of the winter 
season, although some nations, 
the Poles in particular, adhere 
more closely to the UIAA start 
date of December 21. 

Everest (8848ml 
Further to the report in Mountain 
120on the S. Korean ascent of the 
S. Col Route, the Sherpa who 
reached the summit with Huh 
Young Ho was Ang Rita, who thus 
reached the summit for the fourth 
time, his third ascent without 
oxygen. At 48, Ang Rita has 
proved that Everest can be 
reached even in winter. The two 
were forced to bivi at 8600m 
without sleeping bags during the 
descent, but both got away with 
only minor frostbite. 

Ngojumba Kang (7743ml 
Two members of a S. Korean 
expedition, Yu Kwang Yeul and 
Chol Mi Ho, reached the summit 
via the S. Face on February 11 . 
This was the first winter ascent. 
The team had permission to 
complete a traverse along the 
connecting ridge with Cho Oyu 
but gave up the attempt in bad 
weather. 

Arna Dablam (6812ml 
Successful ascents of the S. Ridge 
on November 23 and November 
26 by Americans Alexander 
Steward, Eric Reynolds, Annie 
Whitehouse, Clay Wadman and 
Todd Bibler resulted in all five 
being banned from climbing in 
Nepal for five years. The team 
were asked by the authorities to 
explain why they had climbed the 
mountain in November when 
their permission was for the 
winter. They argued that they had 
made the decision on grounds of 
safety, chasing a spell of good 
weather, but the tourism ministry 
was not convinced and the harsh 
ban was imposed. 

Langtang Lirung (7234ml 
A ten strong Polish expedition led 
by Wojciech Maslowski made the 
first winter ascent of this peak via 
the Japanese SE Ridge. Base 
Camp was established on 
December 10. The team picked 
their way up difficult rock stripped 
of snow cover which they graded 
IV-V. Camp 3 was established at 
6500m on January 2. The next day 
Kazimierz Kiszka , Mikolaj 
Czyzewski and Adam Potoczek 
reached the summit, returning to 
Base Camp just at the beginning 
of a spell of prolonged bad 
weather. 

Yosemite Brawl Over Euro-Ethics 
as Bachar Bashing Season Opens 

Kangchenjunga (8586ml 
AS. Korean expedition led by 
Jung Sang Moo made an ascent 
of the SW Face reaching the 
summit on January 2. No other 
details are available although it 
was reported that one member 
and one porter died of illness prior 
to the team reaching Base Camp. 

Elsewhere in Nepal, a Canadian/ 
American expedition failed to 
make much progress on a new 
route on the eastern end of the S . 
Face of Annapurna 1. A Japanese 
attempt on the N. Face was 
likewise unsuccessful. On 
Manaslu, a Polish team with 
American and Brazilian members 
failed at 7500m on the NW Face. 

KARAKORAM 
K2 (8611ml 
Broad Beak (8087ml 
The Zawada led attempt to make 
the first winter ascent of K2 failed. 
The 22 member team was 
plagued by winter storms, 
hurricane winds and -50°C 
temperatures for most of the 3½ 
months the team spent in Base 
Camp. A high point of7350m was 
reached in January and 
apparently no progress was made 
beyond that point. 

The first winter ascent of Broad 
Peak may offer some consolation, 
although only one member, 
Maciej Berbeka, reached the 
summit. With Alek Lwow, they set 
out on March 3 for an alpine style 
ascent on the normal route . On 
March 6, after a long struggle up 
through deep snow, the 
exhausted Lwow decided to wait 
at a camp placed at 7700m while 
Berbeka continued to the top, 
which he reached at 6pm that 
evening . He spent the night at 
7900m and continued in poor 
weather to rejoin Lwow. The pair 
returned to Base Camp, both 
suffering from frostbite. 

The team were expected back in 
Poland by the end of March and 
further details will be available in 
the next issue. The Japanese are 
now planning a winter attempt on 
K2 in the 1988/9 winter season. 
John Porter 
CORRESPONDENTS: Hawley, 
Jagger, Khan, Nyka, Tomazin. 

YOSEMITE 
Recently Ron Kauk established 
the first rappel-bolted route in 
Yosemite in nearly 18 years. The 
climb, Punchline (5.12b), is a 
spectacular line ascending the 
outside face of the Entrance Exam 
Buttress at Arch Rock. The climb, 
accepted by nearly al I locals as an 
instant classic, enjoyed a brief and 
celebrated life before John 
Bachar returned to the Valley and 
chopped the route. This led to 
heated confrontations between 
Bachar and longtime locals Ron 
Kauk and Mark Chapman. During 
one particularly heated discussion 
between Bachar and Chapman a 
punch was thrown and Bachar 
ended up in the dirt of the Camp 4 
parking lot. The climb has recently 
been rebolted and other rap-bolt 
projects are underway. 

While at this point both Bachar 

BRITISH ISLES 

NORTH WALES 
Most of the activity continues to 
focus on slate:-

Rainbow Slab 
Memorable Stains (E3 6a) climbs 
the left edge of the prow jutting 
out above the start of Poetry Pink 
and provides a good finish for that 
route. Three bolts protect; Paul 
Pritchard performed. Also here, 
on the right end of the slab, Jai'a 'n 
(E5 6b) from Nick Harms and 
Jayne Anthoine takes the 
discontinuous cracks right of 
Drury Lane, finishing up the 
headwall above the bolt belay of 
that route; it is described as well 
protected and intense. The thread 
on Stiff Syd's Cap has perished 
and the first 35 feet are now 
covered by a Friend 1 and Rock 6. 

Rainbow Walls 
On the Manatese Level, 
Heatseeker(E6 6b) tackles the 
impressive arete 100 yards right 
of Angel on Fire giving Perry 
Hawkins an interesting "body 
popping" sequence! On the same 
tier, lwan Jones, Darren Hawkins 
and Steve Howe found the 
somewhat less radical Occam 's 
Razor(E1 5b) - a rightward 
trending slabby ramp starting 
from the pyramidical boulder 
opposite God Between's Money. 
Two levels lower on the Cig-Arete 
tier, the blocky corner 20 feet fight 
of Sensible Shoes became Rob 
Deane's The Drowning Man (E3 
5c), fortunately his mate Perry 
Hawkins was on hand to save him 
as he was Coming Up For Air (E5 
6b), a steep line next to Tongue In 
Situ. 

and Kauk have their followers, it 
seems the majority of climbers 
couldn 't care less about how 
routes are established. What they 
do care about is the flagrant 
misuse of bolts regardless of how 
they are placed. Most climbers 
feel the main criteria for judging a 
route's validity should be the 
finished product and whether or 
not it is a worthy addition to the 
Yosemite climbing community, 
not how the route was 
established. 

Putting these ethical dilemmas 
aside, Yosemite seems to be 
finally awakening from the big 
sleep that has engulfed it for the 
past eight years and is poised to 
retake its traditional position at 
the forefront of world climbing. 
[Watch this space!] 
Mark Chapman 

Australia 
On Railtrack Slab, Ancestral Vices 
(E4 6b) is a line left of Off The 
Beaten Track passing three bolts 
from Phil Williams and party. Also 
worthy of note is the fact that the 
top bolt in G'day Arete is a poor 
one; the crux is the last move and 
a slip could mean .. . G'bye! 

Vivian Quarry 
On the prow which juts out into 
the lake, Pritchard had added 
several new desperates: The 
Soap on a Rope(E5 6a) climbs the 
arete right of Bathtime whilst 
Sucked Away with the Scum (E6 
6c) is a particularly nasty piece of 
work to the left of I Ran the Bath. 
On the opposite side, Pritchard 
firstly found Artichokes (E6 6b), 
up the technical arete left of Four 
Wheel Drift before seconding 
Piggy Johnstone up grooves and 
fins to the right - Sesame Street 
Comes to Llanberis (E3 5c). Also 
on the bottom tier in the quarry, 
yet another of the "last great 
problems" was solved when 
Johnny Dawes fought his way up 
the excruciatingly technical 
Bobby's Groove (E6 7a). This had 
bamboozled many of the locals, 
including young Bob, who bolted 
it, for about a year. Dawes also 
graded it (Sa - French). Tellifant 
{E4 6a) from Gwion Hughes and 
party takes a line left of Sup2and 
is said to be harder than nearby 
Flashdance! Just above, Foetal 
Attraction (E4 5c), a traverse of 
the Conscience Slab by Ed Stone 
and Mark Taylor, is reputedly 
"hard for its grade". 

(continued on page 14) 
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BRITISH ISLES 

Numbers Game Continues: 
Pollitt Pioneers Controversial E9 on Curbar 

Opposite Page : Af!dY Pollitt below.the crux of his new route Knockin' on Heaven 's Door (E9 la), which takes the wall right of Elder Crack on 
Curbar. The marginal peg 1s a one inch blade. The chalk dabs 1n old bullet holes mark the line. Above Left : The eyes have it. Pollitt makes the 
crux moves. Above Right: Above the crux, an accurate jump is required to gain the sloping finishing holds. Photos: Richie Brooks. 

PEAK DISTRICT 

As is usual over the winter 
months, gritstone has been the 
focus of attention for many 
climbers. Of particular note is the 
wall to the right of Elder Crack. 
This superb piece of rock, whose 
holds derive from bullet holes left 
by war-time target practice, was 
considered a last great problem 
by many climbers. John Allen 
climbed Appointment with Fear, 
a rising traverse across the middle 
of the wall finishing up Elder 
Crack, but the main challenge was 
left untouched. 

Over a period of a year Ron 
Fawcett had been top roping the 
wall; unfortunately an untimely 
parapente accident delayed any 
further climbing for some time. 

Andy Pollitt then started 
working on the route. He found a 
slot on the wall (30 feet up) that 
would take a peg, but the 
protection remained marginal 
and offered little comfort for the 
crux moves above. After five 
days' top rope practice, Pollitt led 
the route with a shock absorber 
tape on the peg, hopefully to 

lessen the dire consequences of a 
fall. Fortunately Pollitt only had to 
lower off the peg a couple of 
times, although a slip at the very 
top of the route, and reflex grab 
(successful) for a hold on the way 
down, had onlookers 
regurgitating with fear! For an on
sight ascent Pollitt stated that the 
route would be E9 7a, although 
for his ascent he thought the 
route, Knock in' on Heaven 's Door, 
to be E8 7a (due to prior practice). 

Within a week Ron Fawcett had 
repeated the route (his first lead 
after his accident I). He thought 
the route to be of excellent quality 
but the grade a little on the high 
side, considering the technical 
grade to be 6c, and finding the 
crux before the peg. Fawcett 
declined to give an adjectival 
grade. 

An interesting point that 
Fawcett did mention, was that he 
intended originally to climb the 
route without the peg , although 
for the second ascent he chose to 
follow Pollitt 's example and climb 
the route with a peg. 

These events raise the ethical 

issue (not again) concerning peg 
placements on gritstone. Curbar, 
being one of the older quarried 
edges, has never had pegs placed 
on it in recent times, with the 
exception of Happy Eater to the 
left of Predator, although this was 
soon climbed without and 
consequently renamed Little 
Chef. 

The peg on Knockin' ... was 
hand placed with a couple of taps 
from a hammer and the peg was 
then removed after the ascent. 
With a few more ascents (I know 
everyone will be rushing out to do 
it) this knifeblade placement 
could become a 1" angle, giving 
greater protection, thus creating 
a new scar on this piece of rock. It 
was suggested that the peg 
should be cemented in place (as 
is the peg on Green Death), 
alleviating any erosion problems 
but creating another ethical 
problem, although it's fair to say 
that the peg on Green Death has 
led a happy existence, perhaps 
because Millstone is considered 
more of a quarry than Curbar. 

Regardless of any ethical 
issues, Andy Pollitt has made an 

outstanding contribution to 
gritstone climbing . 

The peg problem has recently 
been taken a step further at 
Burbage. Some time ago the 
obvious traverse line on the right 
wal I of the Cioch Block was 
continually aided by certain 
climbers with the intention of 
creating big enough holds to free 
climb the line. These enlarged peg 
pockets were rightly cemented in 
by Paul Mitchell, to stop any more 
"unnatural" erosion. Whether or 
not the route could have been 
climbed prior to this we shall 
never know. 

Recently the cement has been 
removed from the old peg pockets 
and the line is once more being 
attempted, with pegs for 
protection. This brings forward 
two arguments: should climbers 
today be robbed by the foibles of 
yesterday's climbers, or should 
the route just be left and never 
climbed? This is reminiscent of a 
similar argument that was used 
about bolts on limestone, all good 
food for thought. 
Chris Gore 
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Good Season in Scotland Despite Weather 

NORTH WALES 
(continued from page 11) 

TwllMawr 
Coeur De Lion, the huge line up 
the wall left of The Quarryman, 
now has a first pitch. It was yo
yoed by Dawes who stated that it 
involved a very powerful 
sequence. With the grade of 
Coeur De Lion now at E7, 7a and 
The Quarryman EB, 7a lying 
alongside, the wall represents a 
formidable and obvious challenge 
to the Mal ham/Raven Tor heroes! 
On the right side of the wall, The 
Wonderful World of Walt Disney 
has had a couple of repeats and is 
reckoned to be brilliant. 

Bus Stop 
And now we come to the light
hearted side of climbing; 20 feet 
right of 1000 Tons of Chicken is a 
bolted wall which fell to Trevor 
Hodgson, after several falls, at E6 
6c. The route has repulsed several 
would-be second ascensionists ; 
in the land of bizarre route names, 
this "baby" is out on its own. It is 
called Forsinain Motspur . .. 
interesting, eh? To explain: 
" Forsinain" means the right of 
the Lord of the Manor to molest 
dwarves on their birthdays; 
"Motspur" is the fourth wheel on 
a supermarket trolley which looks 
identical to the other three but 
renders the trolley completely 
uncontrollable ... if anyone can 
outname this route, would they 
please send their suggestion(s) to 
the editor! [Don't] 

Gogarth 
Left-hand Red Wall 
Outside the Asylum (E5 6a), by 
Pritchard and Johnstone, a line 
between Infidel and Anarchist, is 
said to be similar in both difficulty 
and quality to HeartofGoldwhilst 
the other offering from this pair, 
Salem (E5, 5b, 5c, 6b) is, quote, "a 
sneaky little gem between Pagan 
and Deygo". 

North Stack Quarry 
The Physical Face is the 
overhanging red wall with bolts 
galore, behind the largest ruined 
building . The first route here was 
from Pritchard and Hawkins, The 
Crimson Crimp (E5 6b), which 
follows a line of five bolts up the 
right side of the face. It was 
repeated by Ed Stone who 
commented, quote, "Bringing 
Gogarth firmly into the '90s. Very, 
very, very enjoyable" ... I guess 
he liked it. The Terrible Thing (E6 
6c) is a beast of a very different 
nature; this fearsome line up the 
centre was prepared by George 
Smith who, quote, "dogged this 
little number to death over seven 
cold occasions" belayed by a cast 
of thousands including a few 
snowmen, by the sound of it, prior 
to a red-point ascent ... whatever 
that means. 
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Blacksmith Zawn 
(Between SmurfZawn and Pen las 
Rock.) The Compass (E1, 5b, 5b) 
takes overhanging flakes, a crack 
and wall in fine situations and was 
found by Ray Kay (always 
rhyming, sometimes climbing) 
and Leigh McGinley swinging 
leads. N.B. Beware the gnarly 
blacksmith who menaces visiting 
climbers!!! 

Llanberis Pass 
Craig Cwm Glas Bach 
Two short hard routes have been 
discovered, or unearthed, by 
Steve Howe: Noah 's Ark (E6 6b) 
climbs the right side of the large 
red wall past two threads and was 
done with Hawkins. Beasts of the 
Field(E5 6a) with Dave Blenkinsop 
takes the pocketed whitish wall 
with a sapling at 15 feet , down and 
left from the wet red wall. 

Hylldrem 
The Big Six Funbox (E5 6b) from 
Pritchard and Hodgson takes the 
"fun to do" overhanging wall 20 
feet left of The Weirpig. It stays 
totally dry ... even in torrential 
rain! 

Lledr Valley 
Clogwyn yr Adar 
This is the fabled Crag X of the 
past few months. Girdled by Mel 
Griffiths some years ago, the cliff 
is 80 feet high and composed of 
rhyolite. A bulge guards entry 
onto the face at about 15 feet and 
usually provides the crux on all 
the climbs here. The lines are 
denoted by pegs and brushed 
areas and were the work of a team 
comprising Smith, Howe, Martin 
Crook and Sue Harland. There are 
eight routes, ranging from two 
E2s to two E5s. Access is a 
delicate subject, as the farmer 
who owns the land on which the 
crag is sited does not want hordes 
of marauding climbers disturbing 
the peace and tranquillity of the 
valley. At the moment, he is 
willing to allow small groups of 
climbers (about four) to visit 
occasionally. For new route info 
see Pete's Eats Book. 

Lleyn 
Several parties have visited Craig 
Doris as a result of the article 
extolling its virtues from Pat 
Littlejohn. There have been 
several epics . .. according to one 
party, quote, "Doris is a loose 
bitch. It's a wonder we don't catch 
AIDS climbing here!" Apparently 
hand and footholds disappear at 
such an alarming rate (resulting 
in a "deck-out" on at least one 
occasion) that the beach will soon 
be higher than the crag. 
Paul Williams 

SCOTTISH WINTER 
SEASON 1987 /88 
Glencoe/Ben Nevis 
On the North Face of Aonach 
Dubh two major routes were 
added by those who were brave 
enough to tread the diagonal shelf 
running up below Ossians Cave, a 
slope set on a hair trigger. The 
first route, climbed by Rab 
Anderson and Gavin Taylor, 
follows the summer line of Fall 
Out, a steep chimney set in a prow 
of rock, to give an excellent grade 
VI gained in one pitch from the 
foot of Deep Gash Gully. The 
route was completed in atrocious 
weather in the dark and an abseil 
descent back down the line was 
considered the safest way off the 
hill. However, once gained, the 
diagonal shelf which had been 
safe (apparently!) some ten hours 
previous avalanched, luckily 
pushing Anderson and Taylor to 
one side before sliding off into the 
darkness. The run out at the end of 
the shelf is not particularly 
inviting, a bit like bum sliding off a 
ski jump. Mick Fowler also had his 
share of epics (doesn't he 
always!) when going for the 
prominent fault line just right of 
Ossians Cave and left of Fingals 
Chimney, a route which he had 
failed on some years ago. On his 
fir~t attempt this year a late start 
caused the route to be abandoned 
two pitches up in the dark and on 
the second attempt the diagonal 
shelf avalanched (surprise, 
surprise!), sweeping Mick, Chris 
Watts and one of the other two in 
the party off the end of the ramp 
and out into space to deposit 
them in the gully below where 
they came to rest some 600 feet 
from where they started; all were 
luckily unhurt. Persistence has its 
rewards, however, and Mick and 
Chris returned to eventually 
complete the line. Against All 
Odds (VI) is a magnificent line, 
highly recommended and is said 
to offer hard climbing on turf and 
thin ice; a tension was used to 
gain the start of the fault and 3 aid 
pegs were necessary on the main 
overhanging section of pitch 
three. The route finishes on 
Pleasant Terrace down which a 
descent was made. 

There were numerous other 
close calls with people being 
caught in avalanches due to large 
deposits of snow combining with 
fluctuations in temperature to 
make most of the area dangerous 
for some weeks. 

Not so lucky, unfortunately, 
was the very talented rock climber 
Colin Gilchrist who was killed in 
an avalanche whilst descending 
Curved Ridge/Easy Gully after 
attempting a route on the 
Rannoch Wall; his companion 
Mark (Face) McGowan was also 
caught in the avalanche but 
survived. This pair had recently 
turned their rock climbing skills to 
hard mixed routes and only the 

week before had made a 
particularly fine ascent of Red 
Slab on the Rannoch Wall after 
one previous failure. The route is 
grade VI and said to be very hard. 

Up in Stab Co ire Nan Lochan on 
North Buttress, Andy Nisbet, 
Andy Cunningham and Andy 
Newton (before we had the two 
Andies, now we have the three! ) 
climbed the aptly named Para 
Andy(V) by taking the corner right 
of Fawlty Towers then the wall 
above the big roof of that route 
with some sensational positions. 
This route must approximate that 
of the old summer East Face 
Route. Immediately to the right of 
this route is the slim corner 
groove of the summer route 
lntruderwhich Rab Anderson and 
Graham Nicoll basically followed 
by going up and left into the 
obvious short chimney to give a 
very good grade V of the same 
name. 

The two crags at the head of the 
Lost Valley were paid a number of 
visits by Rab Anderson, togeth er 
with various partners. On Lost 
Valley Minor Buttress, Minor 
Issue (IV) takes the groove corner 
in between Chimney Route and 
Central Scoop and was climbed 
with Gavin Taylor. Over on Lost 
Valley Buttress itself three routes 
were added. Barracuda (V) 
climbed with Rob Milne climbs a 
short way up the obvious right to 
left ramp right of Neanderthal to 
gain a steep crackline leading 
around the crest to finish up a 
shallow Gully. Savage (V) climbed 
with Gavin Taylor continues 
along the rampline from 
Barracuda to climb the right side 
of the obvious monolith on the 
wall right of Neanderthal by a 
particularly trying but short pitch 
before moving up then back right 
to finish at the top of Barracuda. 
Moonlighting (V) climbed with 
Gavin Taylor and Nick West takes 
the obvious groove and flakeline 
immediately to the right of 
Pterodactyl to join and finish up 
that route's easy upper gully; 
incidentally, not only was this 
West 's first grade V, having only 
climbed a couple of grade ll's 
before, but also the first time he 
had climbed by headtorch and 
moonlight - which did make 
seconding the crux pitch that bit 
more interesting for him! 

Lower down on the North Face 
of Gearr Aonach, Rab Anderson , 
Rob Milne and Jane Naismith 
climbed the summer line of 
Chimney & Face Route with a 
more logical direct finish up the 
continuation above the upper 
terrace to give a good grade V, 
useful for when the snowline is 
low and higher up is prone to 
avalanches - beware the descent 
down the Zig-Zags though, these 
can avalanche. Also on this face, 
White Rhino (IV/V) is a route 
which traverses in from the top of 
the first zig of the Zig-Zags to 
climb an obvious right slanting 
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Grahame Nicoll on first pitch of Fall Out Corner (V), Caire an Lochan 
Cairngorms during second ascent. Photo: Rab Anderson. ' 

line (Mal Duff and Andy Cave) 
whilst Trumpeting Elephants (Ill) 
climbs the broken face some 150 
feet left of Chimney and Face 
Route (Mal Duff) . 

On Beinn a' Bheithir, Sgorr 
Dhonuill, A. Clark and P. Yardly 
climbed Comfortably Numb (111 / 
IV) the obvious steep buttress in 
the centre of the face on the 
northern spur. 

Not much to report from Ben 
Nevis. Robin Clothier and partner 
Chris climbed Fatal Attraction (V) 
in good conditions, following the 
first two pitches of Astronomy 
then four new pitches directly up 
to an ice slot then snow bay and 
groove system to finish up the 
right side of a rib. Robin climbed a 
large number of existing routes 
and bits and pieces this year and 
these, added to the number he 
has done in previous years, must 
make him the most 
knowledgeable of the Ben 
devotees. Over on the North Face 
of Castle Ridge, Mal Duff, Rick 
Nowack and A. Bond climbed 
Casino Royal (V) by taking the 
small gully just left of La Petit 
which becomes more defined as it 
increases in height. Mal Duff has 
also straightened his route out to 
the right of Point Five, Point Blank. 
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Southern Highlands 
The crags around Bridge of Orchy 
again had a number of routes 
added by Graham Little. Most 
significant was Messiah (VI) in 
Coire an Dothaidh, a line up the 
steepest section of the crag which 
was climbed with Bob Reid to 
provide brilliant, varied, technical 
climbing and is described as 
being the best and hardest route 
in the Southern Highlands. This 
pair also climbed the chimney 
gully on the left of the crag at 
grade IV. On the neighbouring 
Meal I Buidhe, Beinn Achaladair, 
some 9 routes with grades 
ranging from II-IV were climbed 
solo by Graham Little. 

Central Highlands 
Ben Alder's north face provided 
two more routes, both on the 
same day; Witchwhite (IV) by 
Roger Everett and Simon 
Richardson takes a groove system 
to the right of last year's route Ice 
Maiden, whilst Nightshift (IV) by 
Roger Webb, Colin Grant and 
Chris Rice, took the ice smear and 
grooves further right. 

On the West Face of Aonach 
Beag, Simon Richardson and 
Roger Everett climbed Aonach 
Wall (V), the left hand arete of the 

buttress containing Raw Egg 
Buttress and further left a tiered 
icefall, Beyond the Cati of Duty 
(Ill). Just right of this a 
mountaineering type ridge was 
climbed by Roger Webb and 
Roger Everett at grade II and a 
short way left from these on 
Broken Axe Buttress they climbed 
Axeless (111), an icefall on the right 
to trend left and finish up a fine 
arete. The crest of this buttress 
gave a superb mixed route to 
Simon Richardson and Roger 
Everett, Twinkle (IV). 

In Coire An Lochan on the east 
face of the neighbouring Aonach 
Mor, Roger Everett and Simon 
Richardson climbed the groove 
on the left side of the central 
buttress. 

Cairngorms 
Over on Shelter Stone crag the 
obvious line of the summer 
Pastern Direct fell to Andy 
Cunningham and Andy Nisbet at 
VI, the last three pitches being 
considerably harder than 
anything on the original winter 
route with a particularly 
desperate pitch from the second 
step to the plateau. Robin Clothier 
and Simon Richardson climbed 
an alternative finish to Citadel 
early in the season when after the 
traverse past the flake and the 
short crack they were caught in 
darkness and settled down for an 
enforced bivvy. Moonlight arrived 
and they escaped left up slabs to a 
big ledge system then left to join 
Sticil Face at the base of its final 
chimney, Moonlight Finish (V) . 

On the neighbouring Carn 
Etchachan Revelation Arete (IV) 
was climbed by Andy Nisbet and 
Andy Newton by taking the stub 
of the old route between Sides 
and Castle Gully, subsequent to 
the huge rockfall. 

Across on Stag Rocks, Andy 
Cunningham and Andy Nisbet 
climbed Wind Pyper (VIVI) a line 
based on a mixture of the summer 
routes Windchill and Sand-Pyper 
Direct with some thin and 
sometimes poorly protected slab 
climbing leading to a strenuous 
finish directly through the 
headwall above the original Sand
Pyper traverse. 

Over in Coire An Lochain, Rab 
Anderson and Pete Long fol lowed 
the summer line of Gaffers 
Groove at grade V with the moves 
up and left into the upper groove 
providing some sport. The winter 
line of Gaffers Groove is really a 
different route as it takes a groove 
to the left either gained direct or 
from a left traverse a short way up 
the summer line. Fall Out Corner 
was repeated by Rab Anderson 
and Grahame Nicoll and gets the 
highest praise, brilliant hard 
climbing up a superb line in a 
great situation - a route that would 
make ice climbers' eyes water a 
little! Late in the season Rab 
Anderson and Rob Milne virtually 
dug their way up The Migrant to 
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make the second ascent, excellent 
mixed climbing up a continually 
interesting and sometimes 
devious line. 

In Coire an t-Sneachda on the 
Fiacaill Buttress, James Grosset, 
Malcolm Sclater and John Lyall 
climbed a line just left of The 
Seam, Seam-Stress (Ill /IV) and 
just left of this Roger Wild and 
James Grosset climbed a line they 
called Slaterless (IV). A grade IV 
direct start to Rampant was 
climbed by George Reid and Jaz 
Hepburn and Polar Crossing (IV) is 
a left to right girdle by Allen Fyffe 
and Jaz Hepburn. 

Braeriachs Garbh Choi re Mor 
was visited by Chris Forrest and 
Andy Nisbet who followed the 
summer line of The Tower of 
Babel (V), with sustained climbing 
up a good line, the obvious corner 
in the centre of the buttress, and 
quoted as being quite hard. 

On Ben MacDui's Coire Sputan 
Dearg, the same pair made a free 
ascent of Hanging Dyke 
eliminating the peg for aid by 
following the summer line, a very 
enjoyable grade IV. Simon 
Richardson and Robin Clothier 
climbed the summer line of The 
Web at Grade IV. 

In Gleann Einich a team 
comprising Steve Aisthorpe, 
John Lyall, Andy Nisbet, Malcolm 
Sclater and Roger Wild made the 
first winter ascent of Roberts 
Ridge itself at grade IV . 

A couple of routes were added 
to Beinn a' Bhuird by Steve 
Kennedy, whilst Simon 
Richardson and Roger Everett 
climbed Grey Tower(IV) and The 
Grail was repeated by Chris 
Forrest and Wilson Moir. 

North West Highlands 
On Beinn Eighe The Triple 
Buttress of Co ire Mhic Fearchair 
was paid a number of visits by 
Andy Nisbet and Andy 
Cunningham and three routes 
were added. On the Far East Wall 
they followed the summer line of 
Kami·kaze to provid['l_a superb V/ 
VI, a route climbed mostly by 
chimneying with a surprising 
amount of turf in an incredibly 
steep position. About 50 feet left 
ofthis route they followed the big 
fault to give Vishnu (VI) which was 
again really steep but with less 
chimneying to help and some 
very steep ice linked by very 
difficult mixed climbing where the 
ice apparently became too steep 
for the mixed climbers! A fine 
sounding route indeed. Over on 
the Eastern Ramparts they also 
followed the summer line of 
Gnome Wall (V) which provided 
devious but fun climbing with 
some unusual moves, mostly 
grade IV but with a fierce direct 
finish up the wide crack just left of 
the gargoyle. 

Across on Liathach in Coire 
Dubh Mor this pair also climbed 
The Temptress (IV), the last ice 
line on the right before George, 
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i.e. right of Brain Drain. 
On Beinn Bhan in Caire Gorm 

Mor, the sixth of the seven carries, 
Martin Welsh and Paul Potter 
climbed the obvious deep gully, 
Flying Penguin Gully (V). 

The relatively obscure Sgorr 
Ruadh (Achnashellach) saw a few 
additions. On the North Face, Rab 
Anderson and Rob Milne climbed 
Ruadh Awakening (V), a system of 
shallow grooves up the very steep 
buttress between two fault lines 
gained by the prominent easy 
gully; the route may in fact be a 
more direct version of Patey's 
summer line Splintery Edge. Just 
down from the entry gully to this 
route, on the highest part of the 
face on the toe ofthe north face of 
Raeburns Buttress, Martin Moran 
and Simon Jenkins climbed a 
good grade Ill called Fox's Face. 
On the north east face Paul Potter 
and Andy McDonald climbed 
High Gully Direct(V); a traverse in 
left from Central Couloir gained 
the route which climbs slabs and 
overlaps to the right of the normal 
route. 

On FuarTholl, Evasion Grooves 
(V) by Martin Moran and Simon 
Jenkins is a very good route 
which takes the highest part of the 
face to the right of Tho/I Gate and 
being mixed in nature is in 
condition more often than that 
route. 

Across in the Fannichs in Garbh 
Choi re Mor, Martin Moran and 
Simon Jenkins climbed an 
excellent hard IV when they , 
followed a corner line on the steep 
buttress left of Dandelion, turfy 
with a hard rock/mixed pitch. 

Further north on Beinn Airigh 
Ch arr, on the walk in to Carn more, 
Dave Broadhead and Ian Daley 
climbed a chimney gully in a 
corrie high up on the hill at grade 
11/111 and on Beinn Lair they 
climbed the left wing of Butterfly 
Buttress to give a good grade Ill 
on frozen turf. 

On Beinn Dearg's Caire 
Ghranda upper cliff, Mick Fowler 
and Dave Wilkinson climbed Ice 
Bomb (VNI) an excellent route up 
the very impressive fault in the 
centre of the cliff, passing just 
right of a prominent ice boss. The 
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line had already seen one failure 
from another party and on this 
ascent a tension traverse was 
required from an in situ Friend on 
pitch four , Roger Everett and 
Simon Richardson climbed the 
spectacular Archway (111) by 
following a line of grooves just left 
of the wall that defines the left 
edge of Emerald Gully to enter a 
cavelike depression and finish up 
through an archway in its roof. 

An Teallach's Sail Liath was 
visited by Fowler and Wilkinson 
when in Toll am Lochain they 
climbed the prominent 
bottomless gully right of Bowling 
Alleyto give Bottomless Gu//y(IV/ 
V); an overhanging wall protects 
the gully, the start of which is 
reached by a left trending 
approach ramp . Also on An 
Teallach, Chris Forrest and Wilson 
Moir made a winter ascent of 
Main Rib (Ill /IV). 

A few other routes and some 
bits and pieces were done by 
other parties and full details of 
these and the routes mentioned 
should be given in the 
forthcoming SMC Journal and 
then the New Routes 
Supplement. 
Rab Anderson 
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Swanage - The Rock Boom 
Continues 
The unprecedented level of new 
routing has continued throughout 
1987 with many gems being 
discovered at every cliff along the 
coast, including new-found crags 
opened upforthefirsttime, To the 
locals involved, Swanage is a 
veritable gold mine and has truly 
come of age with its huge hard 
route potential slowly being 
sucked dry. Not many sea crags in 
Britain offer such consistently 
steep and grossly strenuous 
routes and it is undoubtedly a 
muscle-man's Paradise (slab men 
needn't bother!). Detailed 
descriptions will all be available in 

New Climbs 87, so go buy it and 
blow a muscle today. 

Boulder Ruckle 
Before starting here it is worth 
mentioning certain happenings 
(or should it be rumblings) on the 
nearby chalk stacks at Old Harry 
where Mick Fowler and team plus 
boat have bagged them all, with 
Old Harry itself being the hardest 
at HXS 5c. One other titbit for 
Subluminal fans is Straits of 
Hormuz (E3 5c) , an explosive roof 
left of Botany Bay. So having now 
regained solid rock the Ruckle 
expose may begin . Note: to save 
space all routes not credited are 
my own, and let's face it we' re 
talking pages here!! 

First off is Purple Heart (E2 5b) 
up the wall right of War achieved 
on a self belay which 
unfortunately jammed on the 
crux. Much better is Too Precious, 
a very serious E5 6b climbing the 
pockmarked wall right of Let the 
Punka Burn. Left of Pozeidon a 
similar smooth face proved Anger 
is an Energy at E4 6a 5c. 

In Boulder Ruckle Central 
Crispin Waddy got some action in 
with two fine lines : Cutlass (E5 6a) 
via the blank groove left of 
Ishmael, and the massive arete 
left of Scythe (E4 6a) entitled Alas 
Poor Yorick, which included a 
recital from Hamlet in the log 
book! (Typical) . Not being a poet 
the next two routes speak more 
my language, ~tarting with Jug 
lndex(E4 6b), a vicious roof left of 
Dogwatch sporting a 180° 
inversion to the lip followed by a 
rockover onto a foothold above 
the head . Further West, Herem 
Roof crosses a blank 8 foot ceiling 
above Jericho Groove at the 
incredible grade of E3 6a 5a, only 
possible by use of the " human 
plank" manoeuvre - i.e. 
leavittating horizontally from foot 
jams! 

In the far west area the Ocean 
Boulevard Wall was sacked for 
probably the last time with Tuna 
Lick(E4 6a) the pumpiest of them 
all right of Barracuda, whilst 
Yellow Bellied Fink (E4 5c 6a) was 
more demanding overall, taking 
the leaning face left of Orange 

Left: John Lincoln on first ascent 
of Early Bird (JV), Sgurr Alasdair -
Caire Lagan side, Skye. 
Photo : Mick Fowler. 
Opposite Page: Pete Oxley on first 
ascent of Mark of the Beast (E6 
6b), Lu/worth Cove. 
Photo: Jon Williams. 

Throated Gronk. Talking of 
leaning, I cannot finish without 
introducing The Roaring Boys, a 
desperate fight against gravity 
yielding Swanage's first E6 6b vi a 
the wall right of Surge Control. By 
pure coincidence some of th e 
older generation (watching for 
lightning) got wind and added a 
route more befitting their age up 
the left arete of Sin is - The Roaring 
Forties (E2 5b), a Tim Dunsby and 
Nigel Coe production. 

Back on the rock again the long 
neglected walls around the Law 
received a facelift and very long 
fixed ropes for the day! (You 
should see the Earth Slope). Th e 
best was the smooth white sheet 
right of the Law, aptly named 
Inspector Clouseau and probably 
E4 6a when not under winter 
drainage. Around the corner and 
much drier are a corner and arete 
both sportingly roof capped. Boys 
Keep Swinging (E3 6a) was 
"bruteyfull" as opposed to Brian 
Tilley's first new extreme which 
proved Everbody's Downfall (E2 
5c) (especially mine seconding! ). 

Blackers Hole 
The traverse below Luxury Liner 
fell to Nigel Coe if only to give it 
the name It Sank the Ship, Now 
Eat the Lettuce (E1 5b). Moving 
quickly on Crispin finally cleansed 
Nuke of its rest point which is a 
very underrated pitch at E4 6a 
with trouser-filling exposure. 
Futuristic megalines abound 
nearby and hopefully '88 will 
show the way. 

The main development came at 
the back ledge Quarry which for 
all practical purposes may be 
termed "Inland" . While the winte r 
storms raged and the seas boil ed 
this area was worked over to yiel d 
some excellent and very 
strenuous shorties to ab points. 

Working from right to left the 
first is Les Hammes en Noir(E2 
6a) up the blank wall left of Black 
September. This sports a full spa n 
undercut as the crux and should 
prove popular for baboons. 
Swimming lnJugs(E2 6b) is great 
and mostly front crawl up the 
diagonal flake on the arete before 
arriving at the right side of the 
huge strip overhangs. The corn er 
flake at this juncture is a real battl e 
with another maximum reach 
forming The No/ans Meet Impulse 
Manslaughter (E4 6b). 

Blasting centrally through the 5-
up strip stack is probably the best 
route with a climatic crux before 
swinging off a superb pocket. Th e 
Whore of Swanage (E5 6b) 
needed an aid point or two on the 
first attempt but is now clean! Of 
similar quality but even harder 
with brilliant sequentials was the 
similar line left, Impulse 
Manslaughter. It requires The 
Energy, The Faith, The Devotion 
to succeed on this plus long arms 
at E5 6c. 

The routes are all rather simil ar 
really but I'm sure Mike Law 



would appreciate these "Jugs in 
Space" . 

Finally, at the left side of the 
rock is Freedom Fighter (E3 6a) a 
wild haul for the grade; Jon ' 
Biddle followed on most of these. 
Cormorant Ledge to Guillemot 
Ledge 
Long neglected Cormorant Ledge 
saw one newie, Sunset Finish 
(HVS 5b) through the roofs left of 
Rushy Groove. The more popular 
Guillemot Ledge continued to 
receive good routes with David 
Calley's ascent of Helen 's Return 
(E2 5b) up the wall right of 
Strapiombo. Then the obvious 
line left after the col lapse of the 
abseil ledge was recleaned to give 
a pitch 8 grades harder in the form 
of Exit Chimney II The Sequel. An 
interesting sight whilst edging 
slowly up this E4 6a were the large 
rubber boot marks left behind 
from its days as a chimney! 

The Promenade 
This, the Pen Trywn of the South, 
is now covered in hard routes on 
immaculate rock providing a 
great alternative to the big serious 
cliffs. With these last routes its 
development is almost complete, 
starting with Wingwalker 
Extraordinaire (E4 6a) taking roof 
after roof left of Joyride. On the 
opposite side right of Hackney's 
Hammer the horrendous 12 foot 
flared ceiling crack finally went at 
E5 6b with much heavy breathing 
to yield Sexophone. Shorter but 
fun is A Quantum Lunge for 
Apekind (E3 6a) a multiple stack 
right of Zeitgeist. But for sheer 
violence the prize goes to Seizure 
(E6 6b) right of Tessalations, safe 
as houses but hard as hell. The 
ascent took three days as I'd 
plugged into the wrong sequence 
on the first two! 

Fisherman's Ledge 
In late '87 this great crag received 

more star-studded routes than 
any other, all taking surprising 
~reas of rock previously thought 
impenetrable. Indicative of this is 
the mammoth cave right of 
Impending Gleam, which was 
breached at its right side 
producing a Cave Rave (E4 6a) 
more spacebound than the 
shuttle (but that's not difficult!) . 
Keep an eye out here in '88 as the 
central 70 footer is on the cards 
and is already cleaned awaiting' 
the go-ahead from Ian McCaskill. 
As a warm up, though, why not try 
the very recent Paparazzi News 
(E5 6b) via the immaculate groove 
and roof left again from Cave 
Rave- stunning. 

Round the corner a line through 
Ringworm was more 
straightforward making it 
temporarily All Quiet on the 
Southern Front (E2 5c). Not for 
long though as Dunsby and Coe 
created Mayhem on The Terraces 
(E3 6a), a long girdle in nine 
pitches from Helix to Impending 
Gleam, a fine achievement. They 
also bagged the improbable 
groove through the roofs left of 
Sting in the Tail at E3 5c entitled 
Rock Around the Block. Left again 
some really ginormous 
overhangs proved Mental as 
Anything (E4 6a) with wild 
heelhooking in ridiculous 
situations. More sporting still was 
Crispin Waddy's on/off battle 
across Swordfish Trombones, the 
unusual ceiling above the Conger. 
Having used a rest point on the 
lead he decided any further 
attempts should be made solo. He 
blew it twice at the lip and 
splashed out into deep water from 
40 ft - a brave man. 

The Conger cave is also the 
scene for the latest craze of cliff
jumping. The standard test is the 
45 footer from above the Conger 
but Is now passesince Jon Biddle 

hurled his body from the top of 
Freeborn Man - 60 feet. For those 
interested, other aesthetic jumps 
include Stairhole (35 feet), 
Dancing Ledge (35 feet) and 
Durdle Door (60 feet). 

The most recent route here 
(February '88) is also the most 
important with a mammoth FFA 
of the old A3 Dougal the Great at 
E5/6 6b 5c. Of Littlejohn/Fowler 
proportions (their routes that is!) 
It ploughs through the nightmare 
of roofs left of Race for the Oasis. 
Jon Biddle followed/aided up 
behind on this with the radio 
being lowered down to boost 
morale at one point! 

Dancing Ledge 
A tourist trap in the summer 
months and popular with 
beginners the Apeshow came 
along to bring it back up to date. 
The main attraction on the lower 
ledge is the obvious long admired 
cave roof which fell at E5 6b and 
being 20 ft wide is definitely 
Armed and Dangerous. If the 
sea's rough then a retreat to the 
quarried back wall is in order to 
play on a new creation, Rambling 
Moses Weetabix and the Secona 
Park Seven (E2 6a) to a bolt belay. 
There 's potential for more quick 
ticks hereabouts but all require 
bolts/pegs and situ belays. 

Winspit 
Sticking with quarried areas it's 
great to report the second quality 
inland crag at Swanage. Secluded 
and very sheltered it is the West 
facing wall in the Eastern Quarry. 
Only by use of advanced cleaning 
tactics and all day block removal 
did the wall shape up to 
expectation (see the rubble pile a1 
the bottom). The rock quality 
underneath was excellent, 
seamed with calcite, cracks and 
pockets offering plentiful sound 
protection. It has been dubbed 

The Quarryman Wall; indeed, the 
locals probably thought operation 
had started up again! 

Described from right to left the 
first route takes a calcite face 20 ft 
right of the central bivvy cave. 
Stonemason (E1 5b) came from 
Dunsby & Coe whilst left again 
Queen Ann's Men was more high 
standard at E4 6a. The crack and 
groove proved superb for E3 5c, 
freed after a failed attempt by 
Dunsby and named Red Rain. 
Directly above the cave a hairline 
crack was bouldery making 
Gallows Gore (E3 6b). Next two 
obvious layback cracks yielded at 
E1 5b to Coe with Unseen Ripples 
of the Pebble and Jargon Eater 
respectively. Further left past a 
broken bay the wall rears up again 
providing two more smart climbs. 
Peppercorn Rate (E3 6a) goes 
directly up the blank wall past a 
peg whilst a severely 
overhanging crack became The 
Ancient Order of Freemarblers (E3 
5c), the route that started it all. 

Lulworth Cove 
Ending with a climax is one of the 
most brilliant finds of '87 
anywhe_re. But before revealing 
all, one isolated class pitch was 
added high on Dingyhead with 
the incredibly pocketed 
Dungeons and Dragons (E3 6a). 

To fulfil a dream is fantastic and 
none more so than breaching the 
sloping 40 foot ceiling above the 
main entrance to Stairhole. "I 
know you're gonna dig this", as 
Mark of the Beast (E6 6b) crosses 
the centre on pockets and flakes 
direct; Patrick Berhault eat your 
heart out! This is not all, as 
Lu/worth Arms Treaty (E5 6a) and 
Grimly Fiendish (E4 5c) cross the 
progressively shorter roof to the 
right. All are of impeccable quality 
and only comparable to the 
widest roofs found in France. 
Pete Oxley 
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AUSTRALIA 

Right Top: North Wall of Mount Buffalo, Ozymandias takes the white 
streak. Bottom: Jane Wilkinson on Amnesty International (24), 
Mt Stapylton. Photos: Steve Monks. 

VICTORIA 
Mt Stapylton 
After months of weight-training 
and nine days "hands-on", 
Malcolm (HB) Matheson put up 
the hardest route in Australia 
outside Ara piles. Serpentine (31), 
with 40 metres of extreme climbing 
on the crux pitch, takes a sinuous, 
sinewy line up the highest part of 
Tai pan Wall. A ways left of 
Serpentine, Steve Monks freed 
The Seventh Banana at 27, 
dubbing it The Banana Republic, 
no doubt after his native UK. In 
the little amphitheatre right of 
Levitation, he made an 
opportunistic ascent of Chinese 
Water Torture (22), which is a 
waterfall for eleven months of the 
year. To the right, Louise Shepherd 
climbed Amnesty International 
(24), the good fight. 
Arapiles 
Paul Smith traversed some 
extreme rock in the Taste of 
Honey gully, producing Lats in 
the Bellfrv (31 ), which starts at 
High Dive and finishes up Power, 
Corruption and Lies. Meanwhile, 
Paul Tattersall added a classic for 
visiting Brits : Jesus Died Polluted 
(23), which features a high bolt 
runner that won't take a hanger. 
Sh it bolt too! 
Bundaleer 
Tattersall did Spit on your Grave 
(22), left of Blimp. 
Hanging Rock 
Charli Crease was active here last 
year, doing Mr. Technique (24), 
No Hanging Matter (23), Feel Up 
(23) and Give us a Break (23), all 
with various partners, but never 
one twice. 
Mt Buffalo 
The much-speculated Ozymandius 
went free at 29 after three days, 
by the ubiquitous Monks. The 
crotch-splitting corner is 80 
metres long with nary a move less 
than 23! 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Moonarie 
Scott Camps solved Cross Purpose 
(25) (choke!); with an iron cross 
on the lip of a roof, right of 
Remnant. He then did Kunua (23), 
right of Garden Refuse Removed 
Cheaply. 

QUEENSLAND 
Shady Buttress 
Jivaro 
HB once again steals the thunder 
with his ascent of the insanely 
steep Schwarzenegger (29), a 
climb which had repulsed some 
of Australia's hardest hardpeople. 
To the right, he also did the fine 
line Terminator(25), while 
Richard Henderson had Sex in 
Sandshoes (23) (well, this is 
Queensland), and John Smoothy 
was Born in a Psycho Ward(22) . 

Northern Front 
Scott Camps lead the scary It's Mr 
Magoo(23). 
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Adonis Wall 
On this thrilling wall, Camps put 
up Martin Luther (23) and 
Sandamara (22), and Tattersall 
named his Black Mothers Peeling 
Pink Babies (24), with his usual 
tasteful panache. 
Bracken Wall 
Henderson climbed Super 
Diamond Crash Dance (23), the 
serious Rock Lobster (23) and 
Sacrifice the Wood Duck (22) . 
Camps did Morgan the Fairy (24) 
and Kundalini (23), an exciting 
lead. 
RhatanyWall 
After being neglected for some 
time, Rhatany Wall received a visit 
by Camps, who speedily rectified 
matters. Sattiva (21), sports long 
run-outs; Privateers (23), Paluga 
(22) and Mantra (23), were also 
dispatched. 
Kanangra Bluff 
Camps got the ball rolling with 
The Heart(23), The Horrid Dib Dib 
(24) and Shaka, and the six metre 
roofed Deep Breakfast (25) and 
High Durma (26). 
Western Wall 
Despite access problems, many 
excellent routes were established 
during the last climbing season. 
Steve Mayers completed Philby's 
mega-route up the black wall right 
of Music for Penguins. No not 
Arias for Aves, but Dance of the 
Sugar Plum Penguin (27), this is a 
pretty mouthful. Camps found the 
fine face Brown Men on Red Sand 
(25), a Transcendental Study (23) 
and Visions of Wounded Knee 
(23), which takes a good corner. 
Camps' Sonatina is a thin and 
sparsely protected 22. Tattersall 
did his animal act on Funky 
Gibbon (24) and Push Monkey 
(23). 
Frog Buttress 
Ginger Bitch (25) was found 
above Quite Contrary, while 
Mayers made Time for Tea (27). 
Mt Maroon 
Paul Hoskins lead the very serious 
No More Mr Nice Toad (24), on 
the East Face. 

At Viewpoint Buttress, Camps 
did Bass Drum (22), right of Sticks 
and Stones. At Wedgies Place, 
Camps freed Super Bowl at 23, 
and added Aqualine (23) and Bird 
of Prey (25). Tattersall then 
somehow managed to do 
Foreplay on Horseback (24), no 
doubt helped by his Empty Head 
(23). 
Girraween 
At Turtle Rock, Mayers ran it out 
on Divine Ignorance (25), right of 
New Paths. Camps added Sly 
Cone, and on Sphinx Rock 
climbed Rachebel. 
Millipede Wall 
On this recent find, Mike 
Woodrow did Trial by Millipede 
(23). Millipede Magic (24), to the 
left was Henderson 's creation. 
Camps then bulldozed into the 
action with Drive She Said (23). 
Louise Shepherd and Scott Camps 



OVERVIEW 

Down and Out in Vegas and Buxton 

Above Left: Three of the best- Lynn Hill, Chris Gore and Ron Kauk at Red Rocks. Photo: Bernard Newman. Right: Reinhold Messner makes a 
point to Polish star Voytek Kurtyka at the Buxton Conference. Photo: John Porter. 

I had been travelling for 23 hours. 
To get a cheap return to Las Vegas 
meant changing at Kuala Lumpur, 
Easter Island and Port Stanley-or 
so it felt. I had two-way jet lag: my 
watch said 11.00 am, but my body 
thought it was the Easter before 
last. Still, there was Buxton to look 
forward to that night, good old 
comfortable Buxton . . . 

I had been to Vegas for the 
annual Trade Show: a sort of 
mega-Harrogate, ski-ing and 
outdoor leisure all gathered 
together in what appeared to be 
the Vertical Assembly Building 
from Cape Canaveral. 

Vegas has a certain timelessness 
about it; you get the impression 
that the place hasn't changed for 
the last ten minutes. You'd get 
into a daily routine: up at dawn to 
boulder at the immaculate Red 
Rocks, out beyond the city gates, 
breakfast, then across the road to 
the exhibition complex. This all 
meant crossing the hotel lobby 
three times; three times across 
the field of waving slot machines 
tended by unchanging hordes of 
little old ladies with the physique 
of Nancy Reagan, but the right 
arm of Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
three times through the blue air -
Vegas is the passive smoking 
capital of the world. 

Then across the baking car park 
and into the freeze dried air of the 
Halls. In past the guys with guns, 
the sign telling me not to even 
think of selling advertising, the 
huge photo of Eddie the Eagle, 
pastthe Nordica stand reminiscent 
of the blast doors on a Minuteman 
silo, past ten minutes' walk worth 
of megabucks, to slip into the 
womb-like safety of the Wild 
Country USA stand. 

You had to learn the correct 
response on meeting fellow trade 
people: 

"How you doin '?" 
"Good." 
You have to say good like 

you've just won Wimbledon, or 
the Pools. Limey wingeing will 
not do. The American achievement 
ethic will not countenance 
anything less than complete 

success. You could be on the 
verge of bankruptcy, or be 
terminally ill, but you must pitch 
that good just right. 

Highlights of the week? The 
people I met; the facade of big 
business not getting in the way of 
New World charm, warmth and 
generosity - a totally relaxed 
scene. Nowhere did this come 
over more than at the Climbing 
magazine breakfast at Red Rocks . 
A crystal morning, food, friends 
and good boulders. It would have 
taken a hundred years of casual 
visits to the States to meet as 
many seminal figures in the 
American climbing scene as were 
gathered there and at the show. 
Names to be in awe of: Bridwell, 
Stump, Roskelly, Donini, Kor, 
Harding ... 

The week flew by, and I left 
Vegas, fearing to look back lest I 
turn into a pillar of salt . 

So straight to Buxton, with shirt 
and tie, and well honed "Good"s, 
to be smothered by its familiar 
homeliness. Good vibes this time, 
not too many recent casualties to 
haunt us. The show got off to a 
really good start, with Her 
Majesty's Minister for Sport 
extolling the virtues of climbing 
frames, and stressing the value of 
the contribution made by people 
who had retired from and sport 
and were now helping to run it. 
Yes, the sooner competitions are 
the norm the better, if only to 
make climbing more 
understandable to the likes of Mr 
Moynihan. A good line up though. 
Randy Leavitt, with his Houston 
Control dry delivery, and trouser
filling slides and film of B.A.S.E. 
jumping. Reudi Hornberger 
making a plea for wilderness 
Switzerland, a seemingly 
hopeless contradiction. Stefan 
Glowacz and Voytek Kurtyka 
making their separate statements 
for real climbing. A ludicrously 
patronising film about Catherine 
Destivelle climbing in Africa: 
bourgeois hype meets 
subsistence culture. 

The show moved on slickly with 
deceptive disorganisation: an 

embarrassing question and 
answer panel on fitness, pulled 
out of the mire only by Mac's E8 
show-saving professionalism. 

Reinhold Messner topped the 
bill, and so he should. 'My Life and 
Hard Times', but it seemed that 
the hard times stemmed from 
litigation and his treatment by the 
foreign press. Afterwards in the 
bar, following a set-to with the 
Poles which seemed to end 
amicably, the Great Man appeared 
to relax, perhaps due to the 
shambolic ambience, but more 
likely fatigue - everyone wants to 
speak to Reinhold Messner. 

And so to bed - at 4am with my 
veins full of wild Polish vodka, and 
my brain numb from eight days 
non-stop bullshitting. 
Bernard Newman 

Almscliff - Death of a Crag 
Up until three years ago, Almscliff 
was one of the most enjoyable 
places to climb in the British Isles. 
The rock is superb compact grit, 
the routes athletic and often 
brutal, but more often delicious, 
and always of excellent quality. 
The bouldering is legendary; 
climbers have gathered here for 
well over a century to train, in the 
early days, for greater things, and, 
more lately, as an end in itself. 

The unique thing about the crag 
was its outlook and atmosphere: 
sometimes contemplative, a 
place to recharge the emotions, 
sometimes a place hectic with 
picnickers, sometimes a wild 
place, when the gale would have 
you crouched and clutching the 
rock. 

Almscliff was a green jewel of 
natural flora set in a sea of intense 
farming; you could lie, after a 
good bouldering session in 
summer, in deep moorland grass, 
amongst heathers and bilberries, 
a place of beauty ... 

And then I woke up. Almscliff 
has become a dung heap. The 
reason - for the last three winters, 
the local farmer has used the 
place as a supplementary cow 

shed. The COWS shelter from the 
cold winter rain beneath the 
boulders and the crag, stamping 
about in their own excrement 
waiting for the farmer to churn up 
the hill in his tractor, to dump 
bales of hay and straw for them. 

The result - destruction of the 
original flora, and replacement 
with industrial grass from the 
feed, destruction of the topsoil by 
the hooves of the cattle which has 
led to rapidly accelerating 
erosion, and a sea of slurry often 
inches deep around the base of 
the crag and boulders; in short the 
ruining of a beautiful place. 

The farmer's motives for these 
actions are obviously financial. 
When you have to make a living 
from the land, romantic concepts 
such as conservation and 
aesthetics are not exactly high on 
the list of priorities, w itness the 
proliferation of concrete barns 
and sheds throughout the Dales 
and the use of grants to bulldoze 
new mountain tracks. No, the 
constraints on farmers are 
traditionally legislation and 
financial inducement. 

Bearing this in mind, we as 
climbers turn for help to our 
representitive bureaucracy, the 
BMC. Sadly their record so far on 
this matter has been poor. 
Approaches have been made to 
the Nature Conservancy Council, 
the County Council, and the 
Countryside Commission. On 
receiving the standard reply of 
'Sorry it's not our responsibility' 
from these people, the BMC have 
let the trail go cold, all the while 
Almscliff falls deeper and c;Jeeper 
into the mire. Local opinion is 
sympathetic, and this is an ideal 
chance for the BMC to form the 
rallying point for action. Only 
relentless and dogged lobbying 
by the BMC will help prevent the 
destruction of a famous beauty 
spot, and an essential part of our 

,climbing heritage. 
Bernard Newman 
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Guidos Mozzarella joint, local climbers' hang out and source of information. 

WHEN IN ROME ■ ■ ■ 

Words and Pictures by Marco Scolaris 

RJome. Capital city. Traffic chaos. 
Fabulous monuments. The Pope. 
We had already known for a number 

of years that it was possible to climb near 
Rome, but the prospect didn't really appeal 
to us that much: we imagined short routes, 
vegetation and smog. OK, so they had told 
us about somewhere by the sea: we envis
aged tropical heat and swarms of insects. 

Recently things have changed somewhat: 
climbers from Rome have begun to fre
quent crags in northern Italy and elsewhere 
in Europe. Their technical ability was such 
that they must surely have some secret 
venue hidden away down in the deep south. 
What was most remarkable, however, was 
their enthusiasm and the glowing accounts 
they gave to us northerners of the deeply 
tinted rock faces, the typically Mediterra
nean sun and the sea - fresh, clean and invit
ing. 

Finally, we could resist our curiosity no 
longer, and set out for the south, our minds 
slightly more open than they had been a 
little while before. The reality did indeed 
exceed our expectations! The magic of the 
red/grey rock, towering vertically over the 
shore line, almost bewitched us as well, and 
made us regret that we had not visited those 
parts sooner, especially in winter when the 
northern plains are invaded by fog: ·a fog 
which enters your bones and freezes muscles 
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and mind alike. Down here , on the other 
hand , there is every chance that you could 
spend the day in your bathing costume , 
parading like a lizard on the vertical walls. 
Perhaps it was just as well that we had been 
told about the reduced dimensions of the 
crags! Admittedly they are not as high as 
those at Verdon , but there are so many of 
them that you could enjoy yourself for many 
years to come! From the delightful , classic 
routes on the Circeo Promontory to Gaeta , 
Monte Leano and the various sections of 
cliff at Sperlonga (Muro Bianco , Bocca del 
Drago, II Tempio , and so on); the biggest 
problem is one of choice. And that is not to 
mention the rather more remote Monte 
Moneta , offering 80 to 100 metres of rough 
red rock: an incredible wall which over
hangs rigorously except where it is inter
rupted by frowning roofs. It is several 
hundred metres in length - a paradise to 
enjoy in future years! 

The local hero is one Andrea Di Bari, a 
delightful character , who was the real 
founder of the sport of rock climbing in 
Lazio, and the first to conceive the possibil
ity of doing routes of extreme difficulty with 
bolt protection . The same thing happened 
here as on other limestone crags: the early 
exploratory phase, during which routes 
invariably followed the natural lines of 
weakness of the rock (mainly cracks and 

diedres , which were protectable by tradi
tional methods , and were simply climbed 
from the base upwards) , made way for the 
decisive raising of standards which was 
brought about by the preparation of routes 
from above. All this started a few years ago 
through the activities of our friend Andrea , 
who describes what happened as follows: 

" It was quite a while ago when I 
happened one day to read an article in an 
old copy of "Bloc et Falaise" which left me 
dumbfounded. It was about ··on sight" 
climbing , and there was a list of the major 
achievements. For the 1981/82 season the 
activities were recorded of a certain Patrick 
Edlinger, who had done a 7a+ , a 7b, two 
7b+ 's, and no less than a full-blooded 7c on 
sight! What could I say'l I looked at myself 
in the mirror, and I just can't describe the 
shock I got! Instead of the new Adidas there 
was a pair of leather boots, and my Levi's 
had disappeared for a pair of moleskin 
breeches. My shirt? The original revolting 
flannel one had reappeared , weighing over 
2 kilos! Finally. on my shoulder-length hair 
I saw a foul helmet perched, which made me 
look still more ridiculous. I gave a violent 
start. I closed my eyes and started to dream 

Opposite Page: Andrea Di Bari on Inferno 
(7c),, Chiromante . 





of my splendid tights , my rock boots, and 
my super karabiners . I touched my ear, and 
noted that the ear-ring was still there , the 
unequivocal evidence. of my pure rock 
climber's personality. I laughed with relish, 
thinking of the routes I had done in Lazio 
during those years, and my reputation as 
the hardest climber in the area. I thought of 
the roof on Stati di Allucinazione, which I 
did with three resting points in December 
1982. I didn't know then that a few months 
later Frani;ois Guillot and Marc le Menes
trel would climb Crepinette and Reve de 
Papi/Jon respectively , the first 8a's· in 
France and the world . What a difference: a 
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6c with three resting points, and an Sa red
point, done by a climber five years younger 
than me . It was time to roll my sleeves up. 
As a matter of fact, not long afterwards, I 
succeeded in eliminating the three resting 
points, but more importantly I started to 
visit other climbing areas. I visited Finale 
and found out for myself what had to be 
done. Back in Rome I gathered together a 
group of friends, and we threw ourselves 
with frenetic enthusiasm into the task of 
freeing all the original aid routes at Leano. 
There wasn ' t much else to do, but happen
ing to hear of a fabulous place near Gaeta, 
Sperlonga to be precise, we set out for it 

immediately . Alas, in our ignorance we 
never thought for one moment of the possi
bility of placing bolts from above, and on 
those smooth walls we achieved precious 
little from below. What was possible had 
already been done in the form of Picchiami 
sulle Bo/le, Overdose and Dar um Jeito. I 
did Apocalypse Now, and that was it. 
Finally, what had to happen did happen : 
Paolo Caruso placed the first bolt from 
above, thus solving the problem of Cam
mino dei Comanches, the finest route on 
the cliff to date. Now the way was open: 
Marco Forcatura put up Horizon , which 
was protected entirely by bolts from above, 



then Stefano Finocchi, some others and I 
got to work. It was the beginning of a 
succession of fine, increasingly difficult 
routes. All of a sudden my life style 
changed. In January 1986 I decided to give 
up billiards, music and other forms of time
wasting: I would become a professional 
climber. By combining it with a very irregu
lar job, I could climb on at least four days a 
week. Meanwhile something else happened 
which had a decisive effect. Our area was at 
last visited by a couple of highly competent 
outsiders in the persons of Andrea Gallo 
and Giovanni Massari, well known at 
Finale. Stefano provided hospitality, and 

our guests were not slow to put down their 
visiting card by climbing Kajagosoo on 
sight, amid universal incredulity ( this 7a 
had already cost Stefano a great deal of 
effort). But there was more to come: after 
one or two attempts Andrea did Reggae per 
Maometto, 7a +, followed immediately by 
Giovannino in turn. This was another old 
rival of Stefano's, which in spite of numer
ous attempts he had never succeeded on. 
Finally, Andrea put up the first ascent of 
Polvere de Stelle, at 7b the hardest route at 
the time. The short course in modern hard 
climbing could not have been more com
plete, or more of an eye-opener. Joined by 

Left: High above the bay, Di Bari on the 
difficult but beautiful Physical Presence 
(7b+). 

the powerful Alessandro Lamberti, we set 
about repeating all the hardest routes, one 
after the other. Alessandro didn't approve 
at all of placing bolts, but I was not so 
reluctant and began to do harder and harder 
pitches on ever more overhanging rock. So 
Sta ti di Acciaiazione, at 7b+, came into 
being at Leano, to be repeated immediately 
by Roberto Barberi (alias "Merio Verme") 
and Maurizio Tacchi. Stefano climbed 
Isabella nel Paese def Peccato, 7b+, at 
Sperlonga, which was immediately 
repeated by Lamberti (alias "Jolly") and 
me. 

On the same day, the 30th April 1986, 
Jolly and I climbed respectively La Cura dei 
Tendini and the notorious Ricardo def 
Tempo, both Sa, the notoriety having 
occurred as a result of a number of holds 
being constructed not by the hand of the 
Eternal Father but by Stefano Finocchi's 
well known hammer! Nonetheless it was the 
step ahead which we had been seeking for 
some time. 

In the meantime, standards have been 
increasing steadily among Roman climbers . 
Today we can count more than 12 climbers 
who have experience of 7b, and about 10 
who regularly attempt 7c's. The new 
recruits (so to speak) are very much at the 
forefront: Maurizio Tacchi, "Medio 
Verme" (otherwise known as Roberto 
Barberi), Luca Bevilacqua (alias Bibo), the 
greatest of all great guys Ignazio Tantillo , 
Massimo Gambineri (known as Mark 
King) , and last but not least Laleh Brown, 
an exponent of national distinction of the 
merits of female climbing. And that is not to 
mention certain other up and coming 
youngsters . 

This account finishes at Pietrasecca , 
where the smooth , overhanging rock gives 
rise to a large number of really hard pitches! 
Here may be found the following creations: 
Lola Falana , 7b, (which is Laleh's 
nickname); Stretching per un Nano, 7c; 
Polifemo, 7c; Jokerman, 7c; Merdacce, 7c; 
and Vai Mo, Sa+, the hardest route in the 
whole area . Pietrasecca is the centre nearest 
to Rome, barely 50 kilometres away. This 
crag will certainly hold surprises in store for 
the future of climbing in Lazio, though 
between Leano, the unexplored big wall at 
Spcrlonga, Monte Moneta, and one or two 
other recent discoveries, there will be 
plenty to keep everyone happy for some 
time to come." 

So ends this account by Andrea Di Bari. 
Certainly, for anyone looking for difficul
ties at the highest level, Pietrasecca offers a 
safe outlet. In particular, there are two 
routes, known as La Marte and Shangai 
which still await completion; both are at the 
maximum level of difficulty reached today, 
and perhaps beyond it. But there's no need 
to worry: at Sperlonga and its surrounding 

;area there are limitless opportunities for all 
tastes. So the message is, next time you 
come on holiday to Italy, don't leave your 
gear at home if Rome is included in your 
itinerary. 
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Practical Information 

Sperlonga: From Rome take the Pontine 
Way southwards as far as Terracina (just 
over 100 kilometres). From here the 
buttresses of Monte Leana , which offer 
many routes of medium difficulty , are easily 
visible on the left. Continue in a southwards 
direction. bypassing Terracina. A few 
kilometres further on, on the left , can be 
seen the small outcrops of the Muro Bianco 
and Bacca dcl Drago. with a number of 
hard routes. A little further on, the village 
of Sperlonga is passed. The road now goes 
through four tunnels, the final one of which 
comes out immediately below the cliffs . 
Leave your car a little further ahead, on the 
left , at a cheese stall owned by one Guido, 
who is well known by all the regular 
climbers, besides selling virtually anything 
you care to name , having guide books avail
able for perusal , and being an up-to-date 
source of information. Altogether there are 
some 200 routes at Sperlonga , many of 
which were created by Bruno Vitale, and 
present difficulties of V + and 6a for the 
enjoyment of allcomers. 

To get to know the area better, especially 
the delightful possibilities offered by Gaeta, 
Circco and other places, I would recommend 
the guidebook " Lazio Vertica/e" , by 
Andrea Di Bari and Fabrizio Antonioli, 
which costs 10,000 Lire and is available at 
the cheese stall. 

Ciampino: Finally , or nearly, may I remind 
readers that it is actually possible to climb in 
an o ld quarry situated on the Appia Antica, 
virtually on the outskirts of Rome , near 
Ciampino Airport. Avoid late afternoon: 
it's an inferno! If you like, there are even 
the faces of some railway arches, on which 
some fiendish training routes have been put 
up. 

Pietrasecca: Last of all, for extreme tastes, I 
would recommend Pictrasccca, which takes 
an hour by car and is reached by following 
the A24 autostrada Rome - L'Aquila , leav
ing it at the Carsoli exit. Take the Tiburtine 
Way in the direction ofTagliacozzo. After a 
few kilometres you arrive in a large square 
directly under the cliffs , which are in fact 
visible from the autostrada. 

Right: Monte Moncta : I Ondc di pietra 
(42m 6b+ ). 2 Vicolo dei miracoli (42m V-), 
3 Speranza di tempi migliori (70m V + ), 
4 Arrivedcrci Pictrasecca (20m 7c+ ). 
5 Voodoo Child (30m 7c+ ), 6 Ansie sociali 
(20111 7a+ ), 7 Cristalli d'a/ba (65m 6b+ ), 
8 Nonna in carriola (60m 6b). 9 lo (40m 
7a + ), JO Azionc diretta (30in 7a). 1 I 
Tormento cd cstasi (]Om 6c), 12 Viale de/ 
tramonto (42m 6b) 

Left: A climberon TettodeiBolognesi(6b) , 
Chiromante. Below: Flippaut (6a+ ). 

Above: Sperlonga with main crags labelled. 1 Pare tone, 2, 3 A vancorpo di Destra, 4 Parete 
del Chiromante, 5 Fascia Superiore, 6, 7 Signore delle Meniglie . 

'~ y , "1 .,, 
r '(l ;_ . ~-. ~-· ~!-/ :_ 

.,. " ,, 
5 .-

~ 

Above: Some of the more interesting routes on Sperlonga. Settore 2: 1 Sabbie mobili (35m 
6a). 2 Sandra (35m V + ), 3 lnox (30m V), 4 Via dei Bolognesi (25m 6a+ ), Settore 4: 5 Pronto 
Raffaella (25m 6a), 6Acapulco (50m 6a+ ), 7 Darumleito (60m V+ ), 8Tetto dei Boiosnesi 
(20m 6b) (variantc: IOm 7a+ ) , 9 l/ ritono di Paperoga (80m 6a+ ) , 10 Jump (25m 6c), 
11 Picchiami sulle bolle (100m V+ ), 12 Spigolo di Ferrante (parte a/ta) (40m V+ ) , 13Rank 
Xerox (30m 6c+ ), 14 Blues per Allah (35m 78a) , 15 Horizon (35m 6a), Settore 3: 16 Sade 
(45111 V+ ).17 Re Artu (22m V), 18 Ginevra (20m V), 19 Lancillotto (20111 V-) Settore5: 
20 Miska tonic (30m V+ ), 21 Assourancetourix (15m 6b) , 22 Polvere di stelle (30m 7b), 
23 II ricordo def tempo (15m Ba), 24 Effetto notte (25m 6a), 25 I soliti ignoti (20m 6a) 
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Above: Climbers have always had a special relationship with motorbikes. This photo, which pre-dates the one of Whillans and Bonington 
by a quarter of a century, shows Austin Barton astride his BSA with fellow Buttermere pioneer I. M. Banner-Mendus as pillion. 
Photo: Barton Collection. 
Opposite Page: Traditional tactics on the Great Flake of Central Buttress on Sea fell c. 1938. Photo: Eric Byrom Collection. 

LAKELAND CLIMBING 
The First Hundred Years 
Part One by Trevor Jones 

Captain Joseph Budworth , a one
armed hero of the seige of Gibraltar, 
made a 250-mile circuit of the Lake 

District in 1793 and gleefully trundled 
boulders down Helvellyn . In his wake came 
many visitors to explore the Lakeland hills; 
in 1802 the poet Coleridge descended 
Broad Stand from Scafell and experienced 
the dreaded leg shakes, the curse of modern 
climbers. 

During the first half of the nineteenth 
century, scramblers set their sights on the 
sumITiit of Pillar Rock - a huge isolated 
pinnacle in the Ennerdale valley - and 
occasionally left their calling cards. Lieut. 
Wilson's ginger beer bottle of 1848 was still 
on top in 1853 but the paper on which he 
had written his name had gone. In its place 
there was a nest of black beetles! The bee
tles were dislodged and a slip of paper with 
"God Save the Queen" was left in the bottle . 
Alpine celebrities such as Professor Tyndall 
and Leslie Stephen took up the challenge 
and at one stage luncheon parties on top of 
the rock sometimes included poetry and 
musical recitals. "Steeple" Jackson, a vicar 
who used to repair the weathercock of his 
local church, entered the Pillar scene while 
John Wilson Robinson, the first Vice-Presi
dent of the Fell and Rock Climbing Club, 
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eventually made over one hundred ascents 
of the Pillar Stone, as it was then called. 

Will Ritson 's hotel in Wasdale became 
the centre for successive generations of 
climbers and one early visitor was Walter 
Parry Haskett Smith who achieved immor
tality when he ascended Napes Needle in 
1886 and left his handkerchief fluttering in 
the breeze. Previously the ascent of dirty 
gullies had inspired only a few dedicated 
scramblers who sometimes succeeded by 
using human pyramids. The Needle was 
soon to be seen in pictures all over Europe, 
and even today many climbers make a 
pilgrimage to the home of rock-climbing in 
Britain. As he did not possess a rope. 
Haskett Smith thoughtfully suggested that 
he "classed ropes with spikes and ladders , 
as a means by which bad climbers could go 
where none but the best climbers ought to 
be". Haskett Smith soon showed that he 
was an innovator in more ways than one by 
writing the first two climbing guidebooks to 
the British Isles. 

As climbers gradually became more con
fident standards increased and in 1892 a 
Birkenhead lawyer named Godfrey Solly 
launched out on the exposed Eagle ·s Nest 
Ridge on Great Gable - but not without 
some trepidation: 

" Retreat was even less inviting, and con
sultation with the others impracticable. 
After looking round , something of a hold 
for each hand and foot was discovered and I 
went on, with the knowledge that even if 
one hand or foot slipped, all would be 
over." 

His route was the first Very Severe to be 
done in Britain and in technique it was far 
ahead of Moss Ghyll on Scafell which was 
only so lved the same year when Norman 
Collie resorted to chopping a hold in the 
rock with an ice-axe. Climbing however was 
still in its infancy and ethics had still to be 
worked out. [Nothing has changed - Ed.] 

Much of the photographic publicity about 
early rock-climbing came from the two 
Abraham brothers, George and Ashley , 
who started off by bird nesting. Caught on 
Falcon Crag by a furious gamekeeper , 
George descended speedily with a Kestrel 's 
egg in his mouth. One slip caused him to 
bite into the embryo-filled egg and his sub
sequent violent retching had the 
gamekeeper in fits of laughter. The 
Abrahams were to team up with 0. G. 
Jones , a bespectacled genius who was the 
first climber to train specifically for climb
ing. Weights used during the winter months 





were a start but Jones climbed anywhere 
including on buildings, and even 
Cleopatra's Needle was not safe from his 
ardent exploration. The man who traversed 
a steam engine using only the rivet-heads 
inevitably left his mark on British climbing 
with many significant first ascents to his 
credit, such as Kem Knotts Crack and 
Walker's Gully. After the latter he began to 
make plans for a trip to the Himalaya with 
the Abrahams but his death on the Dent 
Blanche that same year put an end to an era. 

After the turn of the century, several 
climbers with the potential to increase 
climbing standards appeared on the scene. 
Fred Botterill had learnt his craft well on 
gritstone and in 1903 complete with an ice
axe and wearing heavy boots, the soles of 
which were completely encr4sted by nails, 
he made his way up to Scafell. The slab on 
which he had set his sights was to be an 
unprotected run-out of over one hundred 
feet and with the weight of a heavy rope it 
was almost impossible to turn round. At 
one stage while resting on a tiny ledge he 
spotted a lady watching from far below. He 
promptly raised his hat with Edwardian gal
lantry. It was fortunate that the lady passed 
by, as minutes later he dropped his ice-axe 
which plummeted down and impaled itself 
in Rakes Progress. Botterill's Slab was at 
least twenty-five years ahead of its time. 

With minimal protection techniques it is 
not surprising that tragedies happened, and 
the 1903 accident on the face of Sca:fell 
Pinnacle was a black moment for British 
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climbing. Four climbers died , including 
Broadrick , who had shown considerable 
potential. In another accident on Eagle's 
Nest Ridge Direct the rope broke after a 
fall. Thomson Rennison died and his partner 
the illustrious Fred Botterill never climbed 
hard again. 

Amidst such dark tragedies there was a 
gleam of light when a team of three sieged 
the main bastion of Scafe!!. George Sansom, 
who found Wales not to his liking, soon led 
the West Buttress of Kern Knotts (his first 
new V.S.) and then followed his rope-mate 
Siegfried Herford up Hopkinson 's Gully, one 
of the more obvious remaining gully lines. 
Herford had made the first girdle traverse on 
gritstone and not surprisingly the two 
climbers then accomplished a long girdle 
traverse on Scafe!!. However, the big line was 
still to come. It was one of life 's coincidences 
that Herford should meet C. F. Holland, an 
Oxford student, while on the train to Bangor. 
The team of three was then complete. 

The ascent of Central Buttress, Scafell , 
has often been described as "the biggest 
single breakthrough in standards in the 
history of Lakeland climbing" . It would 
perhaps be more accurate to say British 
climbing, but some would not even restrict 
the comment to a geographical area. During 
the ascent no holds were barred and a rope 
was eventually used by the cocooned Sansom 
to gain height, and after an eternity the 
Great Flake succumbed. Holland as third 
man sat and suffered as so many climbers do 

Left: This unique and rare photo of Fred 
Botterill climbine 011 the Vi rein Boulder at 
Almscliffaround 1906. was /ecently 
discovered inside an old journal by Ed 
Grindley. As can be seen from the photo. 
Almscliffwas already a well used crag: it is 
sad to note that. due to the action of the 
present farmer who owns the crag. its 
ultimate destruction is assured. 
Photo: J. M. Bates. 

when patiently waiting for their leader to 
get up a pitch. 

" I was left , forlorn and frightened , ready 
to give all my wordly wealth to avoid what 
lay before me." 

Holland , after a wild haul at a knotted 
rope, finished the pitch in a state of utter 
exhaustion, but even with over 200 feet of 
remaining rock CB. in the bag . What a 
glorious future Herford should have had in 
front of him . In any situation one can always 
speculate on what might have been , but 
when the Great War broke out in 1914 it 
was to change the face of rock-climbing for 
ever. Amongst the losses was Britain 's 
finest rock-climber Siegfried Herford: 

" His magnificent ability, locked in pre
cious neurons , was blown apart in a second 
by a piece of Ruhr steel." 

If Herford had come back alive what 
other brilliant routes might he have pro
duced? On reflection one can only say that 
the Sb crux pitch of CB. was not to be 
exceeded in Britain for over thirty years. 

Clearly survival had been the only 
thought during the horrors of the trenches 
and after one particularly savage bombard
ment C. F. Holland grimly commented: 

" If I get out of this alive the first thing I' ll 
do when I get back to England will be to go 
to the top of Napes Needle and sing God 
Save the King!" 

Even in the Dolomites , below the 
Langkofel , Holland longed for his beloved 
Lakeland. Breaking the silence during one 
meal he once quipped: 

"Gentlemen , a toast - Slab and Notch." 
(A route on Pillar.) 

In 1919 , while recovering from war
wounds, Holland summoned Harry Kelly 
with the immortal words written into a tele
gram: "Bring one pound of Capstan and 
two pairs of rubbers. Holland ." 

Although the pair failed to make the sec
ond ascent of CB., they did however make 
two new routes on Pillar. When a stone 
removed Holland 's pipe from his mouth 
Kelly gave him a '"bloody coxcomb'' but 
also committed the unpardonable sin of 
using a split infinitive in his apology. The 
pair walked home without a word until , at 
Burnthwaite Farm, Holland broke the 
silence and proposed the names Sodom and 
Gomorrah for the new routes. Such names 
were beyond the pale and it was fifty years 
before the names were restored. 

Having lived on a knife-edge from day to 
day during the war, Holland 's views on risk
taking arc perhaps not surprising: 

" ... when you climb, be a whole-hogger, 
a hundred per cent he-man ... You may be 
killed , but what if you arc? The only sane 
way of viewing life is as one step of a series 
in an upward progression and not as an end 
in itself." 

The deeds of Holland , Crawford and 
Kelly were eclipsed by one route put up on 
Dow Crag in 1919. A man appeared with 
extraordinary strength gained from having 
wrung the necks of and plucked thousands 
of chickens on his uncle 's farm. Oxford 
graduate and ballroom dancer, Joe Igal 
Roper was to quickstep his way up the Sb 



Above Left: New West Climb on Pillar Rock in 1901. Photo: Abraham Collection. Above Right: Kern Knotts Crack (1897), and its famous 
neighbour lnnominate Crack (1921), on Great Gable. Photo: C. Douglas Milner. Below: The incomparable H. M. Kelly of eponymous 
overhang fame, reclining in the Scoop on Castle Naze. Photo: Sid Cross. 
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South America Crack of Great Central 
Route. George Bower who struggled on the 
second ascent even stood down for Roper to 
lead the equally hard Black Wall. Ernest 
Wood-Johnson , when asked if he had done 
Black Wall commented dourly, "No , I 
climb only for pleasure." 

Roper came, triumphed and disappeared 
from the climbing scene and, as did his pre
decessor, so did Sid Gross. His three elimi
nates on Dow Crag, A , B and C, were all 
classics and on Eliminate A , Bower grimly 
noted the difficulty: 

"The hyacinths all grow sixty feet below 
the traverse and great care is required to 
keep them at this distance." 

Throughout the 'Twenties much of the 
energy of the Fell and Rock members went 
into producing a set of guidebooks and they 
eventually came out at yearly intervals: 
1922 Dow(G. S. Bower), 1923 Pillar(H . M. 
Kelly), 1924 Scafell (C. F. Holland) , 1925 
Great Gable and Borrowdale (H. S. Gross) 
and 1926 Langdale (G. S. Basterfield) . 
Harry Kelly, an agnostic Socialist from 
Manchester, was a driving force with the 
guidebooks and had a ruthless approach 
when it came to new routes. Although his 
own climbs did not reach the standards set 
by Roper and Gross his output was certainly 
more prodigious. His greatest triumph was 
Moss Ghyll Grooves in 1926 but although it 
was a fine effort the route was very much his 
swansong as a leader. 

To climb barefoot is a trifle eccentric at 
the best of times but to tackle C.B. without 
footwear points perhaps to only one man -
A . B. Reynolds . Strange things happened 
when Reynolds was out on the crags - such 
as the day on Scafell when he fell off. The 
snatch of the rope on George Basterfield's 
thumb not only snapped it off quicker than 
a surgeon's knife, but it also cauterised the 
wound. They searched for the thumb in 
vain. It was Reynolds who saw and spoke to 
Herford on Esk Hause - a decade after- he 
had been killed. 
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Following the breakthrough that Pigott 
had made with his route on Clogwyn du'r 
Arddu , the honour of Lakeland was 
restored when Reynolds forced his way up 
The Crack on Gimmer. His second, 
Graham Macphee, not only returned the 
compliment by leading him up JOAS (Just 
One Awful Sweat) but also teamed up with 
Bert Hargreaves to triumph on Deer Bield 
Crack, one of the horrors of the Lake 
District. Much later , Joe Brown did not find 
it easy , and A. B. Hargreaves completed 
the top crack only by jack-knifing his body 
so that his feet arrived at the top of the crack 
before the rest of him. 

In the early Thirties several climbers 
breached the awesome face of Scafell 's East 
Buttress. Colin Kirkus , "an untidy-looking 
lad", proved that a long lead could be made 
without protection . Mickledore Grooves 
was only VS 4c but later parties were to 
defile it by using pitons. Kirkus had a huge 
fall on Great Central Route, Dow, where 
he broke his toe leaving A. B. Hargreaves 
to have his rope-burn wounds scrubbed out 
with carbolic acid. Each night Kirkus took a 
great surgical delight in tryin~ to set the _toe 
with sticking plaster - by then 1t was hornbly 
yellow and swollen. 

Apart from Menlove Edwards, who was 
strong enough to free Central Buttress to 
give another 5b pitch , the only other 
climber who was tackling the hardest routes 
of the time was Maurice Linnell. Great 
Eastern Route, Overhanging Wall and The 
Yellow Slab were all serious leads without 
protection but Linnell also excelled himself 
when he soloed the 5b pitch of the Bayonet
Shaped Crack. Perhaps Linnell could have 
taken the next big step forward to lead the 
first Lakeland Extreme but that was not to 
be as fate struck again. 

In the winter of 1934, Linnell went to Ben 
Nevis with Kirkus . In a bizarre accident, 
Linnell was garotted by a loop of rope as 
Kirkus fell from a cornice. Linnell 's death 

Above: Team shot outside the Old Dungeon 
Ghyll Hotel in 1932. L-R: A. B . 
Hargreaves, Marco Fallis , Bill Dyson, 
A. N. 0., Alf Bridge. Colin Kilkus. Photo: 
Abrahams. Opposite Top Left: Bentley 
Beetham leading in Traditional style (no 
runners) on Shepherd's Crag. Photo: 
Austin Barton. Top Right: Graham 
McPhee climbing. and Ivan Waller belaying 
on the Monkey Movement section of 
B-Buttress, Dow Crag, 1928. Photo: [van 
Waller. Below Left: Jim Haggas (left), and 
Robert Clough in 1946. Photo: Haggas 
Collection. Below Right: After the first 
ascent of one of the Lake District 's most 
popular climbs - Overhanging Bastion (VS) 
on Castle Rock ofTriermain. Left to right: 
Len Muscroft . Jim Birkett, Charlie Wilson. 
April 1st. 1939. Photo: Wilson Collection. 

also brought Colin Kirkus 's hard climbing 
to an end. The next new face to appear on 
the new route scene was Fred Balcombe 
who is better known for his caving exploits. 
He started off by helping Astley Cooper 
with the Great Gable guidebook but he was 
soon finding his own lines. On Buttonhook 
(HVS 5a) his waist line untied and sailed 
away into space. He caught it on the return 
and held it in his teeth "j ust in case". Bal
combe's greatest route, Engineer's Slabs, 
on Gable Crag was not repeated for twenty 
years but more impressively he took a top 
team of German climbers up CB. in wet 
conditions. On Balcom be 's own finish the 
Germans used two pegs to get up. They 
commented that it was far too dangerous 
but it had to be done. 

Despite several hard routes on Cloggy 
during the mid-Thirties, Lakeland climbing 
was still setting the standards. In 1936 a 
you11g South African, Dick Barry , nearly 



succeeded on an Extreme which was to 
become the 1951 route Deer Bield Buttress. 

"I watched heart in mouth , while he 
applied the theory of the parallelogram of 
forces and succeeded in defying a sufficient 
number of Newton's Laws to overcome the 
mantelpiece problem. " His last efforts to 
conquer an El 5b were terminated by the 
oft heart-rending words: " It's a pity I ever 
came up here. " 

1937 saw the first new route from the grim 
slate quarry worker , Jim Birkett .. Not only 
did he climb with iron-rimmed clogs but he 
also carried huge loads and on one occasion 
did a back somersault wearing heavy nailed 
boots. A typical Birkett response to being 
narrowly missed by a carelessly dislodged 
stone was: " If ye can't climb without knockin' 
stones doon ye can booger off." 

Birkett's May Day Climb on Scafell East 
Buttress also reached but did not exceed the 
magic HVS 5b bracket. Over the next decade 

Birkett, in company with great characters 
such as Len Muscroft and Charlie Wilson, 
created many fine climbs such as Overhang
ing Bastion on Castle Rock. Muscroft was 
also extremely strong, could do one-arm 
pull-ups and even amused his friends by 
taking two six-inch nails together and bend
ing them till they broke. 

Another hewer of rock, Bill Peascod , 
who was a coal miner , left the sweat and 
stink of the pit to put up new routes all over 
the Lake District. His big breakthrough, 
however , came with Eagle Front in the 
Buttermere valley. In fact Peascod, like 
Birkett, was lucky in that he was able to 
climb throughout the war years. 

One way of picking out a steep line on a 
crag is to see if it stays clear of snow in 
winter. In such a fashion did Jim Haggas 
pick out the line of Hangover on Dove 
Crag, which had hitherto been deemed to 
be too steep to climb on. The completed 

line was to impress several top leaaers over 
the next few years. A year later while the 
RAF and Luftwaffe were shooting it out 
over the sunny skies of southern Britain, 
Haggas solved the intricacies of the Gordian 
Knot in White Ghyll to open up another 
crag for the hard men . 

Charlie Wilson, one of Birkett's friends, 
was stationed with the RAF near Harrogate 
and he wrote to Len Muscroft that he had 
met a young man who was as good as Jim 
Birkett. Muscroft replied loftily that no-one 
was equal to the great quarry man. Little 
did he know that the youth in question was 
Arthur Dolphin and that he was about to 
usher in a new era of Lakeland climbing. 

Summary: The first part of a resume of the 
forthcoming book Cumbrian Rock , written 
and published by that dynamic duo Trevor 
Jones and Geoff Milburn. Pie Publications -
£14.95 illustrated. 
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THE ART OF SUFFERING 
by Voytek Kurtyka 

It's hard to believe, but the tongue-in
cheek speculation in the pub in the 70's 
has become a Himalayan reality of the 

80's. We once joked about climbing naked 
at night (the ultimate lightweight), and now 
it's happening! During the past few years a 
new Franco-Swiss generation have made a 
number of ascents at night, and given the 
circumstances, they might well be consi
dered "naked". But no perverse sense of 
humour drove them to choose such outrage
ous tactics, rather a spirit of adventure and 
sporting calculation. 

There was once much truth in the saying, 
"alpinism is the art of suffering." The mas
ters of this art ruled and shaped Himalayan 
climbing. Neither age nor lack of ability 
deterred the masters of suffering from 
achieving their aims. To survive intense 
cold, starve for days on end at high altitude 
and still be able to wade through deep snow, 
a man requires a peculiar stolid brand of 
passion and determination. A prerequisite 
for Himalayan climbing was an ability to 
accept pain . It was considered a sort of 
psycholDgical triumph of mind over matter. 
Only a few appreciated the psychological 
costs, yet it is true that inner strength is 
sometimes mirrored by an outward callous
ness. Physical dangers and the distress of 
partners may be blotted out. Hard work and 
suppressed fear, when combined with com
petitive determination, tend to narrow the 
field of vision. I am sadly convinced that 
egocentricity and a kind of inner deafness 
are common personality blemishes in our 
climbing community, more so than many 
care to admit. 

Am I merely being sarcastic? I may be not 
without reason. Too often heroic perfor
mances are achieved at the expense of 
partners. 

"He's tired, well so am I. Someone's 
coughing behind? There's always someone 
coughing behind ... " 

This attitude is not an inevitable conse
quence of Himalayan climbing. Choice of 
partner in the Himalaya is increasingly 
important to the successful lightweight 
group. If there is a strong bond, stronger 
than just companionship, an individual is 
less likely to miss possible fatal signs of 
distress in a partner. 

I believe that the latest trends exhibit 
different qualities than those of the tradi
tional "masters of suffering"·. They are 
successes both in sporting and human 
terms. Extreme lightness, the ease of action 
and the natural relationship with the moun
tain environment characterise. these 
ascents. Mind and body seem to listen to a 
new voice, follow a different rhythm . Suffer
ing has been replaced by composure as the 
long hours of night are paced away. In two 
of the following ascents, it is astonishing 
that the climbers seem not only to have 
deceived the human psyche, but also the 
human body since acclimatisation was mini
mal. Possibly the speed of the ascents with 
only short spells at altitude prevented 
deterioration. Loretan for one is convinced 
that by depriving the body of sleep, stagna-
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Above: Benoit Chamoux. Photo: Jim Curran. Below: Pierre Morand. Bottom: Pierre-Alain 
Steiner. Photos: Jean Troillet. 

tion is inhibited and the chance of oedema 
and altitude sickness is reduced. 

The first ascent I will relate was a rela
tively cautious affair on the Abruzzi Spur of 
K2 climbed in July 1985. The team mem
bers, Loretan , Escofficr, Morand and 
Troillet , acclimatised traditionally, spend
ing one night at 8000m. At midnight on July 
3, they left base camp at 5000m and by 10am 
were at Camp 2 at 6800m. Here they stayed 
until 7am the following morning. Previous 
ascents from this point had taken at least 
three days, but the plan now called for a 
single push. At 11am they reached Camp 3 
at 7300m, where the lads fancied a "picnic" 
and waited for dusk . Leaving behind bivi 
gear and even the stove, they climbed 
through the night and reached the summit 
at 2pm on July 6, having climbed 1800m 
without sleep. They descended to Camp 3 
before nightfall and down to Base next day. 

Next , the East Face of Dhaulagiri which 
Alex MacIntyre , Rene Ghilini and I had 
first climbed in 1981. The Swiss team con
sisted of Loretan , Steiner and Troillct, and 
this time they chose winter for their night
naked tactics. 

The team spent little time acclimatising, 
spending one night at 5700m and climbing 
to 6500m on the NE Ridge as a warm-up . At 
midnight on December 5, they left Base 
Camp and climbed to the camp at 5700m. 
Here they rested in a snow hole, departing 
at midnight on the 2500m, 50° ice face. This 
time they were not only "naked" , but 
cheeky: no ropes, hardwear, sleeping bags 
or bivi tent , just their one piece suits, one 
stove and a chocolate bar each. Winter in 
the Himalaya is characterised by continuous 
hurricane winds and -40°C, but the lads 
guessed the weather right. 

They climbed continuously for 19 hours 
through the night and the following day , 



Above: The South Face of K2. Below: Eric Escoffier above the "Bottleneck" at 8400m. Photos: Trail/et. 
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The st!1pend<:ms North Face _of Everest (8848m). The Hornbein Cou/oir is clearly visible to the right of the summit. with the Japanese 
Coul01r curvmg down from its foot. Photo: Trail/et. 
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emerging on the summit ridge at 7700m at 
7pm. Here they sat out the night, huddled 
together, brewing drinks during 12 hours of 
what Loretan described as "convulsive 
shivering". At first light the desire for the 
summit was still with them and at 8am they 
set off again, reaching the summit 6 hours 
later. They descended immediately and at 
2am reached their snow cave at 5700m. 

This incredibly bold and cold feat is to me 
more inspirational and revelational than 
frenzied 8000er collecting. These three had 
discovered a new secret, proved the poss
ibilities of extremely lightweight winter 
ascents , and suffered successfully together. 
Peak bagging is a form of emotional con
sumption, a sign of a mountaineer over
whelmed by a desire to collect. If there is 
such a thing as spiritual materialism, it is 
displayed in the urge to possess the moun
tains rather than to unravel and accept their 
mysteries. Adventure is thus replaced by a 
regimen of routine actions and emotions. 
The collectors make clever use of the magic 
of numbers such as 8000 and 14 x 8000. 
These figures were once symbols of 
extremes in Himalayan achievement, but 
now have been skilfully turned into 
commercial measures of mountaineering 
fame. Numbers are simple and understand
able, even by those who have never had 
cold fingers. The demand for numbers is 
unlimited. The number eaters gulp them 
greedily for they confirm the illusion of 
possession and soothe the nerves of the con
sumers . 

It is difficult to imagine a sport without 
numbers and many now classify moun
taineering as sport. No doubt, there is 
excellent sport to be found in the hills, but is 
it merely sport? How do we excuse the 
common and horrifying presence of death 
in the mountains? Do we really accept it as 
part of a funny game and competition? I 
believe that the inner response that drives 
us onto the precipices and into danger has 
nothing to do with competition. As an activ
ity , it expresses the classical opposition of 
the urge for self-preservation and the need 
to test mortality. To feel in control of one's 
fate spontaneously frees the spirit from 
mortal skin . While sensing these frontiers, a 
mountaineer experiences his greatest joy. 
How much of this is expressed in collecting 
numbers? To me, the Swiss ascent of 
Dhaulagiri , gambling with their nakedness 
at night, was a return to the essence and 
good taste in mountaineering. 

In 1986, there were, two superb "night 
naked" style ascents on Everest and K2. 
The first , an ascent of Everest's fine 
Japanese/Hornbein Couloir Direct was 
made by Loretan and Troillet. With them 
was Beghin , but he rebelled after the first 
night when instead of sleep the team 
climbed a mere 2000m. The total ascent 
time from the base of the wall to the summit 
was 40½ hours! Almost as incredible was 
the time of descent. Finding the snow in 
condition, the pair made a sitting glissade 
(in Polish this is literally translated as "arse 
sliding") down the majority of the route, 
and reached Advance Base in only 4½ 
hours! As a Pole, I find it difficult to stay 
cool knowing that the Swiss have beaten us 
at one of our national sports! I don't mind 
hang-gliding or parapenting from 8000ers, 
but I am boiling with rage to know that 
these two Swiss have experienced the great
est arse slide in the world! 

This very rapid ascent was preceded by a 
five week stay during the monsoon in a Base 
Camp at 5500m. Acclimatisation above 
Base, however, was minimal. They spent 
one night in Advance Base at 5850m and 
ascended two 6500m neighbouring peaks. 
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That was enough, all other energy was 
saved for the face. 

They left ABC at 10pm on August 28 
carrying no more than had been used on 
Dhaulagiri. The first 2000m took 13 hours. 
At 11am, the team had reached 7800m, 
where they spent the rest of the day continu
ously brewing up. At 9pm, Loretan and 
Troillet continued without Beghin. Some
time after midnight, at about 8400m, the 
intense cold and pitch darkness forced them 
to a halt. They huddled close together and 
waited for the cruellest hours to slip past. 
Around 4am when the first glimmer of 
dawn had crept into the couloir, they set off 
and at 1pm they reached the summit. They 
lounged on top of the world for 1 ½ hours. 
By 7pm, and hopefully a little sore in the 
hind parts, they were 3000m lower. 

The one night and day ascent of the 
Abruzzi Spur of K2 by Benoit Chamoux is 
the simplest story to tell. He set out from 
Base at 5pm on July 4 and at 4pm the next 
day he stood on the summit. Clearly, he had 
no time to sleep. A few days earlier he had 
made a 16 hour ascent of Broad Peak. 

When I met Loretan and Troillet in 
Kathmandu two summers ago, my curiosity 
provoked a few questions aimed at Lore tan; 

"Do you train for climbs?" 
"No, the best training's here," tapping his 

forehead. 
"Do you smoke or drink?" 
"No to the first, yes to the second." 
"Any medications taken?" 
"Only mild sleeping pills, never anything 

to improve blood supply." 
"What do you want most in high altitude 

mountaineering?" 
"As difficult, high and quick as possible, 

alpine style of course." . . . 
"What advice would you give to aspmng 

Himalayan climbers?" 
"Try to listen to and to understand your 

body systems." 
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Above: Jean Troi/ler on the summit of Everest. Photo: Loretan. Below: Troi/let and 
Loretan at Base after their remarkable 4½ hour descent from the summit of Everest. 
Photo: Trail/et Collection. Right: East Face of Dhaulagiri swept free of snow, post
monsoon 1979. Photo: Kurtyka. 

Although the four climbs described here 
are athletic feats , their appeal is not that of 
sport, but lies in the style in which they were 
done . Traditional methods were aban
doned in favour of a new approach. 
Whenever a climber leaves the known 
paths, he enters an area without rules or 
routines to rely on. The only advice comes 
from deep inside the self, and hopefully the 
motivation is true. At such moments, the 
mountaineer is creative , not merely a par
ticipant in sport. This creativity manifests 
itself in styles of climbing or in exploration 
of unknown areas. It is impossible to cram 
mountaineering into a sport framework. To 
me there are as many ways to experience 

the mountains as there are real and passion
ate emotional bonds with the mountains. If 
you allow my earlier sarcasm. permit me a 
momentary contact with the mystical. I 
conclude that mystery is essential to moun
taineering. What is unveiled to the indi
vidual when involved with creative moun
taineering forms part of a new bond with the 
mountain experience. One needs to recall 
only a few figures such as Tilman, Uemura 
or Hemming. It is in forging true bonds 
rather than the collection of numbers or 
establishment of records that unveils a bit of 
mystery. But mystery remains a mystery 
and sport is sport. 





PEOPLE 
Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Yeti Champion Seeks Publisher 
The door was opened by one of 
theoldestandtiniestwomen I had 
ever met, and as I mounted the 
flight of steps towards her, she 
appeared to shrink still further. 
The top of her chiffoned head 
bobbed somewhere around 
waist-height as she led me 
through into the little Bayswater 
flat. "Let's sit in here, dear, and 
have a nice chat." (She indicated 
her book-filled bedroom-study.) 
"Afterwards, we can go through 
for a cup of coffee," adding 
anxiously, "you do like coffee? 
It's real, I'm afraid ." She was 
snugly, you might say ethnically, 
dressed in flowing robes and felt 
boots, and a barbaric pendant 
studded with large stones hung at 
her chest, tinkling against a more 
demure string of pearls. 

"Do you smell fish? There's 
always a smell offish in this house 
... so I drenched myself in 
perfume for your visit." This was 
Odette Tchernine, artist, poet and 
yeti-champion. She is now an 
amazing 91 and though crippled 
with arthritis, has lost none of her 
vitality. Last year she published a 
novel which she feels sure would 
make a good film. ("You don't 
know anyone, dear, in the film 
business?") No light romantic 
fiction, this : a child is raped in the 
first chapter. Her own paintings 
which hung around the room 
have a na'ive and child-like quality. 

Eric Shipton, she told me, used 
to be a great chum. It was the 
footprint photographs he brought 
back from the Men lung Glacier in 
1951 that kindled her long interest 
in "wild men". Since then she has 
documented every titbit of yeti or 
bigfoot lore that has come to light, 
and maintains a vigorous 
correspondence with other 
enthusiasts around the world . It 
has brought her a wide circle of 
friends (she reels off a string of 
famous names: Wilf Noyce, John 
Hunt, Mike Ward, "Slashers", 
Bonington, Whillans) and has 
taken her all over the place, 
though not, she regrets, to the 
snows of the Himalaya. She was 
invited to a scientific meeting in 
Vancouver where, in her own 
words, "Fur flew," adding 
triumphantly, "but not mine!" It 
is clearly a cut-and-thrust • 
business, this yeti-charting. 

Two recent snowman-sightings 
excite Odette, and a gentleman 
from Michigan writes that he 
regularly bumps into a sasquatch 
in the forest near his home. 
Bonington, she prophesies, could 
well be successful in his 
forthcoming yeti quest, though 
she prays he will cause the 
creature nQdisturbance. 

Odette's first two yeti books are 
sadly now out of print and she has 
yet to find a publisher for the third, 
Alive, the Missing Link. She told 
how a couple of years ago at a 
private seance, she was not 
altogether surprised when a voice 
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came through identifying itself as 
the Hairy Wild Man. "Not an 
animal," it insisted, "a man." 
Asked from whence it came, the 
voice seemed to reply, "Cuba." 
"But that was ridiculous," Odette 
knew there was nowhere in Cuba 
to harbour a wild man. Some 
nights later however, lying in bed, 
she felt an irresistible urge to 
consult the Daily Telegraph 
Gazeteer. "There it was! Not 
Cuba, but Kuba . In the Caucasus." 
Odette had apparently made 
contact with a Russian snowman 
or Alma; the story made the front 
page of the Psychical News. 

It was time for coffee. "I live on 
coffee," Odette confided. "And 
sugar. I think it's ridiculous to say 
sugar is bad for you. It gives you 
energy." Of that, she is living 
proof. 

Hat-Trick 
The road of a bibliographer is a 
long and lonely one. The patient 
accumulation of tedious detail is 
leavened but rarely by the thrill of 
pure and unexpected discovery. It 
is a task that can only be 
undertaken by a dedicated 
booklover and collector, and in 
the knowledge that the intricacies 
of the final product will only 
properly be appreciated by others 
of like mind. Luckily, such people, 
though few, do exist; they form a 
communicating network around 
the globe, exchanging ideas and 
information and providing the 
stimulus for keeping up the good 
work. 

But if most of us care little for 
the number of pages a book has 
or how many times it has been 
reprinted, we can recognise a 
work of scholarship when we see 
one and are thankful when we 
come to research a particular 
mountain area, or period of 
history, to find that someone else 
has done the spadework. And 
even modest collectors need to 
know the overall wealth of 
climbing literature before 
deciding what they want to 
acquire. 

Last year saw the publication of 
not one, but three widely different 
bibliographies by Jill Neate, 
which have cemented her 
reputation as the leading book 
historian in Britain . 

Mountaineering in the Andes, 
A source book for climbers (Royal 
Geographical Society) represents 
the first-ever attempt to collate 
the elusive literature of South 
American mountaineering. An 
ambitious project, particularly as 
a large percentage of the two 
thousand and more references 
(books and articles) are written in 
Spanish, which was not a 
language with which Jill was 
familiar when she embarked on 
the project seven years ago. 
Necessity has added a working 
knowledge of it to the French and 
German Jill already possessed. 

Mountaineering Literature 

Above: Jill Neate. Below : Odette Tchernine. 
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You can't keep a good man down. Brummie Stokes, leader of the forthcoming Everest expedition, receives a sponsorship cheque from Alex 
Williams, wife of the Anglian Windows chairman. 

(Cicerone) is a completely revised 
paperback edition of her earlier 
Mountaineering and its 
Literature, which had become a 
recognised tool of mountain
booksellers and collectors. It 
catalogues more than three and a 
half thousand English-language 
climbing books, including fiction. 
Jill's third book goes beyond 
mountaineering. It is a readers ' 
guide to the Lake District, 
published by Cha pl ins Bookshop 
of Keswick. 

And what comes next? Spotting 
another gap in the information 
readily accessible to 
mountaineers, Jill is now well 
under way with the production of 
an illustrated history of 
exploration of the world 's 7000-
metre peaks (for Unwin Hyman). 

Gritty Fighter 
It's nailbiting time, the run-up to 
an expedition, when your 
sponsorship money doesn 't quite 
match your aspirations. Will it, 
won't it come in in time? An old , 
familiar feeling , this, for Brummie 
Stokes. In 1986 his Everest North
East Ridge trip was rescued late 
into the eleventh hour when City 
financiers Seligman-Harris read 
of his plight in a Sunday 
newspaper, but the following year 
he was not so lucky. The money 

never did show and the 
expedition had to be called off. 
Now he has the monsoon slot for 
Everest again this year, and how 
is the fund-raising going? I asked, 
'Will you get there this time, 
Brum?' 'Oh I'm going ', he said 
unhesitatingly, 'if it's only me and 
the dog 1'11 be there '. 
Determination is one of 
Brummie's trademarks , so I guess 
he will. 

He and Bronco Lane were the 
two SAS representatives on an 
army expedition to Everest in 
1975, and the two who made it to 
the top . It was tough going for 
Brummie because he'd had his 
knee shot off a short while before 
in the desert war. He and Bronco 
were so badly frostbitten on the 
way down, the result of an 
enforced bivouac, that they 
finished up losing all their toes. 

Once more it looked as if 
Brummie might never walk again . 
Recovery was slow and painful. 
Eight years passed before he and 
Bronco were able to resume 
climbing to anything like their 
original standard, but one of the 
things that kept them going all 
this time was the dream of putting 
together an SAS-only Himalayan 
trip. In 1984 they realised this and 
returned to Everest to attempt the 
North Face. Sadly, the dream 
ended in tragedy. One member 

was killed and others injured 
when a massive avalanche wiped 
out the Advanced Base. Brummie 
broke his neck. 

One thing to grow out of the 
devastation was the resolve to go 
back and try again . Such hopes 
however, were set back, when 
changes in administration led the 
SAS to withdraw its support. 
Undaunted, Brum resigned from 
the regiment, his expedition 
permit firmly in his pocket, and 
began building a new team of 
civilian climbers and ex-SAS men. 
He still needed to prove to himself 
that Big Mountains were not out 
of bounds to him, especially as an 
old friend had been rash enough 
to remark, 'Why don't you jack it 
all in Brum? You're getting a bit 
old for this climbing lark, aren't 
you?' 

The most practical way he saw 
to demonstrate that he wasn't 
over the hill yet, was to enter for 
the London Marathon, and 
although his time wasn't fast, he 
made it to the finish and proved 
his point. 

That first civilian trip reached 
the foot of the infamous pinnacles 
on the North East Ridge (8000m) 
before being hammered back by 
ferocious storms; this year's 
expedition will attempt the same 
route With many of the same 
team, including Paul Moores, 

Harry Taylor, Joe Brown and Mo 
Anthoine. 
Messner and Kukuczka Awarded 
Olympic Medals 
On the occasion of the XVth 
Winter Olympic Games in Calgary 
(February, 1988) the International 
Olympic Committee honoured 
the world's two leading high 
altitude climbers, Reinhold 
Messner and Jerzy Kukuczka with 
Silver Medals of the Olympic 
Order. They gained this high 
distinction as the first men to 
climb all 14 eight thousanders . 

Olympic Medals have been 
conferred for Alpine 
achievements before. In Paris in 
1924 Brig. Charles G. Bruce was 
decorated with Gold Medal for his 
1922 Everest expedition. In Los 
Angeles in 1932 Gold Medals 
were awarded Toni and Franz 
Schmid for the North Face of the 
Matterhorn and in 1936 - Gunther 
0 . Dyhrenfurth and his wife Hettie 
for their Krakorum activity. Some 
mountaineers were honoured for 
cultural merits, so Paul Bauer for 
the book 'Im Kampf um den 
Himalaya (Gold Medal, 1932) and 
Wilhelm Ehmer for Mallory's 
biography 'Un den Gipfel der 
Welt'(Silver Medal, 1936). 
Jozef Nyka 
[Silver? What do you need to do 
for a gold? - Ed] 
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GEAR 
Slippers 
A Review by Craig Smith 

Asolo Opera 

The first pair of climbing slippers I saw I 
bought. They were certainly odd looking: 

· purple and yellow suede, elasticated around 
the ankle and as for the sole, it looked of no 
use for climbing whatsoever - it was mica 
thin! Surely it would disintegrate at purely the 
sight of gritstone?! They would have looked 
more at home afoot a Leprechaun squatting 
atop a toadstool than on the crag . Disregard
ing their appearance, they were just what I 
had been searching for - no dance floor could 
possibly be too slick for these loafers. 

To my surprise, after a few nights strutting 
at various nocturnal lowspots, the soles were 
still intact. A few nights later I was becoming 
accustomed to the Leprechaun jokes and I 
began to think seriously about trying the 
slippers out on the crag, for they were cer
tainly "where it was at" as far as pirouettes 
were concerned! To test my thesis I chose a 
secluded group of boulders at one of the local 
gritstone crags. Seclusion was necessary to 
enable a true evaluation to be made and 
moreover so that nobody saw me wearing 
lycra and queer shoes and prancing through 
the heather. 

That day changed by life. I discovered that 
slippers allowed a precision and sense of 
freedom of movement unprecedented in 
boots. I could actually feel the rock, some
thing not experienced after all those years of 
cramming my feet into tight rock boots. 
Agreed, the next time you see me I will proba
bly look rather silly, but the pleasure derived 
makes it worth it. 

Since the first appearance of slippers, con
siderable energy has been put by most of the 
major climbing boot houses · into research 
and development, resulting in each having at 
least one model on the market. So to add to 
the bafflement of choosing which climbing 
boot to wear with which colour lycra, one is 
now also confronted with a bemusing array 
of slippers. 

Here are a few notes which I hope will help 
ease any confusion. 

Logic 
Firstly let us consider why climbing footwear 
evolved in the form of a boot in the first place, 
rather than as a shoe or slipper. 

Rock climbing boots evolved from 
mountaineering boots, culminating in the 
classic E.B. For many years the E.B. was 
generic, but by the late seventies its grip .on 
the market had begun to falter. A change of 
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design (which many considered to be for the 
worse) to allow · mass production was 
exploited by other manufacturers, with 
Canyons, Contacts and Hanwags becoming 
fashionable. 

Then came Boreal. Compared to boots that 
were then available, the Fee Rays were akin to 
the advent of round wheels when all before 
had been square. Not only was the rubber of 
the Boreal boots radically sticky, more subtle 
changes in the design of the boot had 
occt,1 rred. One of these changes was that the 
top of the boot was lower. Other manufactur
ers began to follow suit as one by one they 
realised that for rock climbing it was not 
necessary to have a boot which laced up to 
one's kneecaps. 

Over the past few years, the tops of boots 
have become progressively lower, to a point 
where many "boots" resemble shoes. Con
sidering that shoes perform equally as well as 
boots in most situations (in some they actu
ally perform better), weigh less than boots, 
require less material to construct, hence in 
theory should be less expensive to produce 
and allow a greater range of movement at the 
ankle joint, it becomes hard to comprehend 
why boots became as popular as they did. 
Slippers go a step further ... 

Differences 
The definition of a slipper is hazy. A few of the 
slippers that I tested could easily have passed 
for shoes. Shoes are basically rock boots 
without the ankle shank. A good example of 
this is the Boreal Jazz. Slippers are generally 
of a lighter construction than shoes, with a 
thinner, more flexible sole. They are consid
erably cheaper than boots and shoes which, 
with boot prices approaching the equivalent 
of four weeks' dole, must be a big factor in 
their favour. Recently, the variation in foot
wear which has appeared for sale under the 
guise of slippers makes any further generali
sations difficult. For example, some slippers 
have lacing systems whereas others do not; 
some have stiffeners, some lack a rand 
whereas others have two; some you should 
only wear on Mondays . .. 

Advantages 
Some of the advantages of slippers are: 
1) They are less expensive than boots. 
Slippers at present tend to range in price from 
one third to roughly one half the price of 
boots. 

-

2) In certain situations slippers out-perform 
boots, for example, when smearing and in 
fine cracks (see below). 
3) They weigh less than either boots or 
shoes. 
4) They give the climber a greater sensation 
of the rock, similar to climbing in bare feet, 
except with much less pain . 
5) Slippers give the climber a feeling of free
dom of movement. 
6) Most pairs tested were as comfortable as 
carpet slippers. 
7) They are more or less as durable as the 
average boot. 
8) They are great for training thus saving 
rubber on those all too expensive boots. 

No, do not burn your boots just yet, they 
still have some use, even if it is only to sit by 
the fire on those cold winter nights sipping 
cocoa. 

The slippers which lack stiffeners out-per
form most boots when used for smearing 
because they allow a greater surface area of 
rubber to come into contact with the rock. 
When edging, unstiffened slippers perform 
well up to a point ; strong feet are an asset 
here. With stiffened slippers this limit is 
extended, and the muscles of the feet are 
spared somewhat. However, slippers do not 
generally edge as well as the typical boot, 
though some do come close . Invariably, in a 
situation that calls for extreme edging (as on 
the Yosemite Apron (yuk!)), choosing a good 
edging boot rather than a slipper will make 
life easier. 

Slippers in general perform well in cracks 
and pockets. More use can be made of the 
toes than when they are entombed in a boot. 
Toes can be isolated and used individually. 
However, some familiarization and 
strengthening of the feet is usually called for 
before some ofthese benefits can be enjoyed. 

Oh, I nearly forgot, slippers are also very 
convenient. Imagine the all-too-familiar 
scenario where you promised your partner 
you would spend the weekend together and 
visit the relatives. Your partner makes sure 
you have not packed your climbing equipment. 
But little do they know that stashed inside 
your jacket pocket are a pair of slippers . 

" Just popping to the off-licence, Love, 
shan't be long." One hour later you return. 
"So I got lost. I'm sorry," you plead, thrusting 
your hands into your pockets so as to hide the 
chalk beneath your fingernails . 
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Some disadvantages with slippers include 
lack of support when edging, and not much 
protection in some types of crack. Up to about 
fist size, slippers are acceptable, on thin 
cracks they a re better than boots, but for off
widths leave them at home. 

Slippers do not perform too well when 
heel-hooking . One instance especially comes 
to mind of a friend who found himself half 
way up a gritstone arete minus one slipper, 
after attempting to perform a crucial heel 
hook. 

Over the past eight months I have climbed 
extensively in all the models covered in this 
report , and have tried to be as objective as 
possible. Each slipper has been evaluated for 
the following techniques: edging ; friction / 
smearing ; cracks; heel-hooking ; durability. 
Also included are basic data concerning con
struction, retail cost and supplier where avail
able. This information, hopefully, will be of 
help in deciding which slipper if any is for 
you. The choice of lycra I leave to the indi
vidual. 

Asolo Opera 
Asolo, the makers of the now well-estab
lished On-Sight introduced the Opera in 1987. 
It was well received on the continent but has 
yet to make its mark in this country. 

The Opera has a full sole and a toe rand that 
terminates at the arch. This is fashioned so 
that it amply covers the front of the foot . A 
three centimeter strip of rubber forms a 
primitive heel rand. The upper is leather for 
the front two thirds, with an elasticated 
tongue and simple lacing system . The 
remainder of the upper is constructed from 
nylon mesh. A pull-on loop is incorporated 
into the heel. Internally the Opera is partially 
lined. 

Although this slipper has no stiffener, it 
performed relatively well on edges (strong 
feet being an asset). After considerable use its 
performance decreased due to stretching of 
the leather at the front which caused some 
dead space and a resultant sloppy fit . On 
pockets it was superb . It allowed use of indi
vidual toes which is an asset on quite a few 
routes. 

The excellent friction of the sole/rand made 
for high performance when smearing. In 
cracks it performed well. Heel hooking felt 
insecure, partially due to the dead space pre
sent in the heel and the undersized heel rand. 

Dolomite Ballet 

Durability was exceptional . My present pair 
have seen ten months of regular use and are 
still surviving. The pull-on loops could have 
done with being a bit beefier. Overall : good. 

Bestard Flippout (Cloud base) 
The Flippout is very similar to the basic 
design used by La Sportiva for its first slipper, 
the Ballerina. Like the seminal Ballerina, the 
Flippout has a full sole but does not have a 
rand . It has a suede upper which has an elasti
cated tongue, ankle cuff and pull-on tab. 

The sole of the Flippout is thicker than that 
of the original Ballerina. Accordingly it gives 
slightly more support, with a greater life 
expectancy than the Ballerina. Edging in the 
Flippout was fair to middling . The sole had 
good frictional properties which performed 
acceptably on smears. Due to the lack of a 
rand, toe jamming and pocket climbing were 
sometimes painful. As with all unstiffened 
slippers, performance on pockets is a function 
of foot strength. Heel hooking was to be 
avoided due to the lack of any frictional 
material at the heel. 

Durability of the suede uppers of the Flipp
outwas below that of the majority of slippers 
due to the lack of a rand (coating the front of 
the slippers with a few layers of liquid rubber 
compound extended operating life). 

The Flippoutwas by far the least expensive, 
making it appealing to those who want the 
experience of climbing in slippers but do not 
want third degree wallet damage. 

Overall : a budget model, but a few 
improvements would go a long way. 

Boreal Ninja (Wild Country/Sole Survivor) 
The design of the Ninja is unique. Imagine an 
elasticated leather sock with a vacuum tight 
fit, high friction rubber sole and rand; this is 
basically the Ninja. 

The Ninja has a full length two piece sole 
and rand. The rand has a novel shape in that 
it overlaps the big toe, a feature which proves 
useful for toe jams and pocket pokes. The 
upper is of suede which has an elastic tongue 
and side panel which both serve to clamp the 
slipper onto the foot. The heel has a pull-on 
tab which is too small to be of much use 
(attaching a small loop of cord will improve 
matters). 

Two models of Ninja are available. These 
are the Ninja One and Ninja Two. They differ 
in that the Ninja Two has a stiffener. Con
sequently, on edges the Ninja Two performed 

considerably better than the Ninja One, and 
overall was one of the best performers on 
edging problems. Because of the support 
given by the stiffener, the Two was consi
dered to be more suitable for newcomers to 
slippers. Both Ninjas had excellent friction, 
the Ninja One performing slightly better than 
the Two when smearing . On cracks both 
performed well. On pockets the Ninja Two led 
by a head due to its increased longitudinal 
rigidity. Both Ninjas performed well on heel 
hooks if the wrap around laces provided were 
utilised. 

An orthopaedically adjusted last gives a 
good fit with minimal dead space. Would you 
believe me if I told you they were even com
fortable? But as with all slippers, fit them tight 
to allow for stretch. 

Although Ninjas may look rather flimsy 
they are reasonably durable. 

Overall: a slipper in every sense of the word 
which should become very popular. 

Dolomite Ballet (MOAC/Metolius) 
The U.S. distributor of Dolomite modestly 
bills the Ballet as "a revolutionary hybrid 
shoe/slipper." Why be modest when what 
you really do have is something like the Ballet 
which is revolutionary. 

What makes the Ballet so different is that it 
is a hybrid: half a slipper fused to half a shoe 
is certainly innovative. The Ballet has a three 
piece sole and rand. Featured are a full sole, 
an ample rand and a well-designed heel rand. 
The upper of the Ballet for its front portion is 
constructed from suede, which incorporates 
a twelve eyelet lacing system. The rear 
portion of the upper is made from yellow 
Cordura, as is the tongue. A leather insert at 
the heel serves to reinforce the heel cup. The 
heel is also provided with a sturdy pull-on tab. 
Internally, there is a full cambrelle lining to 
combat stretch . 

Performance on edges was average; this 
was surprising considering that the sole was 
relatively rigid . In time it became evident that 
the problem lay in the small bevel which was 
apparent on the rand and the slight lip where 
the sole met the rand. The friction of the 
rubber was acceptable but could be improved 
upon, maybe by using a slightly softer rubber. 
On cracks and pockets this slipper performed 
very well. Its streamlined toe profile could be 
poked in all manner of places. The fit of the 
Ballet was superb, a feature which gave it 
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GEAR (cont.) 

Kamet Mercury 

good sensitivity and precision. The lacing 
system was found to be very useful because it 
allowed the desired tension to be set across 
the toe and stretch to be compensated for. 
Heel hooking was an insecure practice . Some 
way of securing the heel is called for. Durabil
ity was average, one pair delaminated where 
the sole meets the rand, with another pair 
some stitching came adrift. Both were minor 
problems and were fairly easily fixed . 
Overall: a slipper to watch. Some room for 
improvement but nevertheless a significant 
step forward in climbing footwear design. 

E.B. (Faces) 
Along with the Passion rock boot, E.B. 
launched a slipper. It has most of the attri
butes of a typical slipper : ample sole, rand 
and elasticated upper. However, looks can be 
deceiving. 

Basically, its performance on the crag was 
what one would expect from a deep sea diving 
slipper. It was far too stiff to allow any feeling 
of lightness or freedom of movement. Fric
tional properties of the rubber were not as 
would be expected from modern climbing 
footwear (so that's where all the Original E.B. 
rubber went!) and the durability was sub
standard with the elasticated tongue being 
the first to go. 

Kamet Mercury (Lyon Equipment) 
The Mercury is a sturdy, well made slipper
cum-shoe. It has a three piece sole/rand 
assembly. The full sole is thick enough to give 
it good mileage and in conjunction with a par
tial stiffener is rigid enough for good edging. 
The toe rand is ample, as is the heel cup. The 
suede upper has a six hole lacing system and 
an elasticated tongue. These hold the slipper 
firmly on the foot. However, the elastic 
tongue should be extended further forward to 
introduce more tension across the toe. Inter
nally there is an insole, and a cambrelle 
lining. 

The supple, high friction rubber sole is 
good for smearing, but the pointed toe profile 
might result in people with broad feet finding 
some dead space at the toe. For the climber 
with a Cinderella-type fit, the Mercury will 
perform well when climbing pockets, cracks 
or the steps leading to the ballroom. Heel 
hooking was average, tying the laces through 
the pull-on loop helped matters. Durability 
good, as would be expected from such a well
made slipper. Overall a creditable addition to 
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Scarpa Ballerina 

the Kamet range with good all-round perfor
mance, at a price. 

Scarpa Ballerina and Stiletto (Berghaus) 
Out of the same stable as the best boot since 
sliced bread comes the Ballerina (not to be 
confused with the Sportiva Ballerina), a 
slipper designed by Martin Atkinson and 
Chris Gore to cater for the short arms and 
deep pockets of climbers in Britain. 

The sole and rand are constructed from a 
single piece of rubber, a procedure which 
effectively lowers production costs (this is 
what E.B. tried to do to the original E.B.). The 
uppers are fashioned from tastefully
coloured leather which has an elasticated 
tongue and ankle cuff. The Ballerina is 
partially lined and has a thin leather insole. 

Edge performance was average, but could 
be improved by extending the elastic tongue 
or including a lacing system, thus producing 
more tension at the toe. Friction was accept
able but there is room for improvement. The 
toe profile is somewhat "duck billed" and 
consequently the slipper did not perform too 
well in pockets. However, for cracks the pro
file was useful. Heel hooking was a gamble, a 
procedure sometimes resulting in the loss of 
a slipper or two mid-route. Obviously some 
means of securing the heel is called for. 
Durability was fairly good, only a small 
amount of delamination occurred between 
the rand and the upper, but without much 
detrimental effect. 

Overall, a little disappointing when com
pared to the Rock Star/Master, but a slipper 
which will give reasonable service in the 
majority of applications without overloading 
the wallet. 

The Stiletto is considerably different to the 
Ballerina in design, performance and price. 
Presently it is available in the U.S. but not in 
Britain. 

The sole and rand of the Stiletto are con
structed from three pieces of rubber. The sole 
is relatively thick, a feature which confers 
some rigidity. The toe rand extends three cen
timeters up and just over halfway along the 
slipper. The heel is formed from a separate 
piece of rubber and is thoughtfully designed 
to form an ample heel cup. The upper is 
leather with a pleasant colour scheme. An 
elasticated tongue and ankle cuff hold the 
slipper onto the foot. There is a partial lining 
and thin leather insole. The heel has a pull-on 
tab which is rather too small to be of use. 

The Stiletto performs well on edges consid
ering the lack of a stiffener. It is, however, 
necessary to get a tight fit if full use of this 
feature is to be made. The fit deteriorated 
after a while due to stretching of the upper. 
Consequently performance was decreased. 
011 small pockets it was somewhat clumsy, 
on larger ones it was okay. For crack climbing 
it performed well, the substantial rand being 
an asset here. Friction was as for the 
Ballerina. When smearing the Stiletto felt 
comfortable. For heel hooking the same prob
lems were encountered as with other slip
pers. The Stiletto was found to be one of the 
more durable slippers around, which one 
would expect for the price . 

Overall : a good slipper offering all round 
performance coupled with durability. 

Sportiva Flash (DMM) 
Flash is certainly an apt name for this slipper. 
Its colour scheme is eyecatching, its design 
radical. In fact, so radical that when I first saw 
a pair I could not decide whether they were 
intended to be worn on the head or feet! Hav
ing opted for the feet, my next problem was 
which slipper should I put on which foot? 
" Simple", you might say; however with the 
Flash this simplicity is not immediately 
evident because they are ambipedic, i.e. can 
be worn on either foot. Once this is figured 
out the rest is simple. 

The sole and the rand of the Flash are novel 
in construction . At the toe the sole covers the 
full underside of the slipper. It extends to the 
instep where it tapers and thins, continuing 
around and up the heel to form a heel rand. 
The toe rand wraps amply around the toes. It 
extends to level with the instep where it is 
joined to a one inch rubber strap. This is the 
feature which sets the Flash apart from the 
rest of the slippers tested . The strap fits 
around the back of the heel, its purpose being 
to keep the slipper on the foot and force the 
toes to the very front ofthe slipper. The upper 
is constructed from suede which has an elas
ticated tongue and side panels. The Flash is 
lined and has a synthetic insole. A functional 
pull-on loop is incorporated at the heel. 

Initially, the Flash edged relatively well. The 
rubber strap served its purpose of forcing the 
toes into the front of the slipper. However, the 
force inflicted by the strap was of such mag
nitude as to cause the feet to cramp and 
buckle at the arch . With use this problem 
subsided somewhat, as did the slippers' 
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performance on edges. It is a fact with 
slippers currently available that a tight fit is a 
prerequisite for effective edging. With the 
Flash this type of fit tended to be uncomfort
able and cause the foot to take on an 
unnatural shape. 

With use the suede upper stretched laterally 
and the elastic tongue lost some of its elasticity, 
resulting in a fit which was sloppy laterally but 
tight longitudinally. 

The friction of the Flash was good and on 
smearing problems it performed well, its 
shape allowing smears to be smothered in 
rubber. Although good in cracks, in pockets it 
did not perform quite as well as a non 
ambipedic slipper. The clamping effect of the 
rubber strap on the foot is good for heel 
hooks. Durability was mediocre, the rubber 
strap being rather prone to cutting. 

Overall, a novel idea that functions fairly 
well for a reasonable price. However, further 
development and some changes are called 
for. Ditching the ambipedic design would be a 
good place to start; making them more com
fortable must also rank high. 

Vertical Five Tennie (Europa Mountain 
Sports) 
The Five Tennie is more of a shoe than a 
slipper, with thick sole and full rand of two 
piece construction. The robust purple suede 
upper has an elasticated tongue and elastic 
let into the sides which make for a snug fit. A 
lacing system is provided. The laces are long 
enough to wrap around the in-step or they 
can be tied through the pull-on loop (which 
incidentally is too small for pulling the slipper 
on). This helps to further secure the slipper to 
the foot. 

The stiffness of the Five Tennie allows for 
good edging. The toe profile gives reasonable 
precision. Five Tennie rubber, the brainchild 
of Mr. Charles Cole, has excellent friction, and 
hence was pretty good on smears once broken 
in. Fit is fairly comfortable in the toe area, but 
this was somewhat tainted by the abysmal fit 
of the heel, which gave a feeling of insecurity 
even when edging. A friuend who is versed in 
macrame told me that he had worked out a way 
of tying the laces which stabilised the heel 
somewhat. I am still working on this one. When 
heel hooking ... do not bother, the results 
could be ugly. On cracks and pockets the Five 
Tennie worked fine. Durability was good. 

Overall, if the heel is redesigned this slipper 
would be a winner, especially at the price. 

Sportiva Flash 

Vertical Five Tennie 

Brand/Model Cost £ Fit Edge Friction Crack Heel Durable Comfort 

Asolo 
Opera 39.00 w *** **** **** * **** **** 

Bestard 
Flippout 20.50 * *** * * * ** 

Boreal 
Ninja I 34.95 N ** **** **** ** *** *** 
Ninja II 36.00 N **** **** **** ** *** *** 

Dolomite 
Ballet 49.95 *** ** *** * ** *** 

E.B. 
Opera 35.00 *** * * * * ** 

Kamet 
Mercury 43-45.00 N **** *** ** ** *** *** 

Scarpa 
Ballerina 32.90 ** *** ** * *** ** 
Stiletto **** *** ** * **** *** 

Sportiva 
Flash 36.90 w ** **** *** ** *** * 

Vertical 
Five Tennie 36.95 *** **** ** - *** ** 

W = Suitable for wide feet N = Suitable for narrow feet 

Author's Note: I should like to thank all the manufacturers and distributors who made this 
review possible. I would also like to thank Centresport of Leeds and especially Steve Foster 
who should be given a medal for putting up with me! 

43 



IDEAS Competition and Ethics 
by Stefan Glowacz 

The following article is based on a paper delivered to the 1988 British Mountaineering Council 
Conference at Buxton. 

I would like to discuss two different but 
related topics: ethics, which have been 
discussed almost as long as rock-climb
ing has been in existence and (probably 
the newest and most controversial issue 
right now) competitions. 

First I would like to tell you how I 
started climbing, so you will be able to 
understand my point of view in the fol
lowing. 

I could only just walk when my parents 
first took me to the mountains. Up to my 
15th birthday I was a keen walker in my 
home mountain area, the Wettersteinge
birge, and the Dolomites. Duri!7g th_is 
time I developed a close relat1onsh1p 
with nature, and was taught by my par
ents how to deal with it. When finally at 
the age of 15I learnt rock climbing on a 
climbing course, I still climbed almost 
exclusively in the Alps. Climbing short 
routes on the crags was seen simply as 
preparation for long routes in the moun
tains. The first four years in the Alps, my 
climbing apprenticeship, so to speak, was 
a decisive period in my entire climbing 
career. The fast and correct evaluation of 
dangerous situations, climbing with a 
safety margin well within one's capacity, 
all these skills are needed in the moun
tains, and only there can one learn them. 

Today, a distinction can be made bet
ween the high performance-oriented free 
climber, who spends his time exclusively 
in the Klettergardens and the climber 
who also climbs in the mountains. 

For me climbing is a lot more than just 
a sport. It is not only the beautiful, athlet
ically demanding route that counts, 
other factors are just as important: the 
harmony between climber and nature is 
crucial. I do not believe in degrading the 
crags to mere "sport devices". 

Here I have reached a point in my line 
of thought when some statements 
regarding ethics, to be more specific the 
deterioration of ethics, have to be made. 

I would like to pose the question: is it 
necessary to entirely give up our ethics, 
merely to push up levels of difficulty, as 
has been done in France? French clim
bers have already, by exclusively trying 
to reach higher and higher grades, 
entered a dead-end street. 

In France, climbers do not aspire to 
higher levels of performance in order to 
climb a given route or to g'et up a new 
project. On the contrary, projects are 
prepared to the present climbing stan
dard of the would-be first ascentionist. 
By the use of hammer and chisel to open 
up finger-holes to the required size, by 
the manufacture of totally artificial 
holds, routes are being destroyed that 
would only have been climbed by a 
future generation. It has already hap
pened quite often, and the news spreads 
fast. Since high difficulty seems to be all 
that counts, it won't be long before more 
climbers will use this method for first 
ascents. Fortunately, such methods are 
not common practice yet. 

What happened to the basic idea of 
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free climbing, that defined this sport 
quite precisely? Defying gravity by using 
only natural holds, and I stress only nat
ural holds. Some French rock stars are 
degrading crags to mere sport devices, 
with routes becoming nothing but gym
nastic problems. Over days, weeks, even 
months, moves are being practised that 
are only possible because a hole has 
been opened up, or a foot-hold glued on 
to the rock. A good example is the new 
top route at Buoux, Le Minimum. 

Over the last few years, France has 
developed into a world-famous rock
climbing area. Climbers worldwide watch 
what is going on in the French rock 
climbing scene, and are being inspired 
and motivated. This would be perfectly 
all right if the ethics of other countries 
were not being destroyed in return. 

Take the example of Yosemite Valley. 
Only ten years ago, the Valley was the 
centre of the climbing world. The ethics 
of free and clean climbing had been 
newly defined there, and were imported 
by European climbers. It is no exaggera
tion to say that this was the turning point 
in European climbing . 

The Yosemite Valley [and Great Britain] 
had clearly defined ethics. The notion of 
clean climbing became world-famous 
and yet was not, as things turned out, 
adopted by European climbers. Bolts in 
climbs that could be protected by nuts 
only were considered unethical; first 
ascents had to be done from the ground 
up; top-roping was considered bad 
style. I have to admit that for a long time 
I could not understand the reasoning of a 
John Bachar or a Ron Kauk - this persis
tent puritanical philosophy. Having 
watched the development of rock climb
ing in recent years, I finally realised that 
ethics, a set of basic rules that could be 
accepted by everybody, are needed to 
keep the sport of free climbing fascinat
ing, and to preserve its adventurous 
nature. 

Luckily, we do not yet have officials 
and referees in our sport who would 
force certain rules on the athletes. Each 
climber can perform in this sport the 
way he likes. 

I do believe that the different ethics of 
different climbing areas have to be 
respected and honoured by visiting 
climbers. 

To support my statement, I would like 
to refer to the cradle, so to speak, of free 
climbing, the Elbsandsteingebirge. The 
first free ascent of one of Elbsandstein's 
many towers was done over a hundred 
years ago. Since that day, climbing in 
this area has become synonymous with 
free climbing. There exists today a rule 
book whose basic rules date back to 
these first days of climbing on the 
Elbsandstein. There are strict definitions 
in this book of what style ascents have to 
be made in, what can be used for 
protection and so on. The use of chalk is 
prohibited, the routes may only be pro
tected by iron rings and the infamous 

knotted slings. First ascents have to be 
made from the ground up. Only the first 
ascentionist is allowed to drill rings. 

At this point, I would like to ask which 
performance should be considered more 
impressive? The first ascent of a route in 
the upper 10th or maybe even 11th grade 
(on the UIAA scale) of which all the 
movements have been practised over 
weeks, all moves automated like the 
parts of a gymnast's routine; a route that 
is plastered with bolts, where originally 
unclimbable sections are made climbable 
by the extensive use of hammer and 
chisel: or a first ascent from the ground 
up, without preinspection on rappel, a 
first ascent where any bolts had to be 
drilled during the ascent without even 
recourse to sky hooks? Such a route may 
have a small blemish, though, it might 
not be a grade 10. But such a route 
would have style, character and class, 
there would always be a story connected 
with this route and its first ascent. Such a 
route would be forever. 

I admire these latter ethics, and pay all 
respect to the fair sporting approach and 
attitude of a Bernd Arnold. By applying 
such strict ethics, he also shows that he 
respects nature, that he feels a part of it, 
and is not its opponent. His style of 
climbing also preserves the basic ideals 
of free climbing. 

I stated above that officials and 
referees do not yet exist in the sport of 
climbing, but since 1985 this statement 
is perhaps no longer valid. 

In 1985, the first European climbing 
championships were staged at Bardo
neccia. Thereby a new discipline in rock 
climbing was created, in which officials 
and referees are part of the game. Quite a 
few competitions followed Bardoneccia, 
and this new discipline became a firmly 
established part of our sport in just two 
years. Such rapid success gives the 
impression that competitions had been 
eagerly awaited. These competitions 
signify a new era in climbing. I would like 
to discuss the advantages and disadvan
tages of competitions. In the beginning, 
I assume, the climbing community was 
more or less sceptical towards competi
tions. I remember quite well what I said 
after my first victory in Bardoneccia: 
"That was my first and last competition. 
I climb for myself, not for an audience 
and not for the show." 

That was my first reaction after the 
event, and I recall that I had the impres
sion that quite a few of the other com
petitors had the same feelings of uneas
iness. Since then, many more competi
tions have been staged and I entered 
some of them despite what I said in 
1985. 

I have changed my opinion. I am now 
willing to compare directly my level of 
performance with that of other climbers. 
Consequently, I support, to a certain 

Right: Stefan G/owacz on Ninja (5. 74a). 
Photo: Uli Wiesmeier. 





Glowacz - French climbers ... have already entered a dead-end street. 
Photo: Wiesmeier. 

extent, this new form of climbing. The 
stress is on "to a certain extent". 

It can't be ignored that, since competi
tions became part of climbing, the sport 
made remarkable progress. It is now fit 
for society, presentable to the mass
media, and laymen now have the possi
bility of judging the standards of perfor
mance of different climbers. What some 
years ago was considered only as a 
pastime for maniacs has become, 
thanks to competitions, a measurable 
performance, an accepted new branch 
of athletics. There is also no denying that 
competitions are very popular with 
spectators as recent events have 
proven . And finally climbers themselves 
now have a way of directly comparing 
their climbing standards to those of 
others. B_ut, and I have to emphasise this 
fact, nobody should believe that it is 
possible in such a competition to dis
cover who is the world's best climber. 

Firstly there is a fairly high number of 
top climbers who do not participate in 
competitions, for whatever reason. So, 
even if one believes that competitions 
can give an accurate evaluation of a 
climber's level of skills, a "ranking" 
would be incomplete and of only limited 
value. Secondly, such a ranking would 
be worthless because only one specific 
ski I I out of the vast field of different ski I ls 
required to be a top climber are put to the 
test during these competitions. 

A climber can do hard first ascents in 
the mountains and set new standards in 
mountain climbing, or perform in the 
most outstanding way, in the Verdon or in 
the Frankenjura - but during a competi
tion perhaps he's just too nervous or 
maybe he is unable to build up, exactly to 
the second, the necessary high level of 
motivation. He will never be one of the 
best competitors, but this is not an indica
tion that he may be inferior as a climber to 
the one who finished first. 

The winners of competitions can take 
advantage of entirely new promotional 
opportunities: movies, radio, TV. The 
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climber now has great publicity value, 
companies want to profit from that 
publicity. The opportunities to set up 
financially interesting sponsorship con
tacts are better than in any other field of 
mountaineering. Competitions are defi
nitely a realistic way of starting a career as 
a "pro". The price paid by those who want 
to make a living out of climbing is very 
high. In our society only efficiency counts, 
the best performance is always 
demanded; winners are the idols of such 
a society, only winners have publicity 
value. The one who finds access to the 
climbing business through competitions 
will only be seen as a competition climber 
by the mass-media. Therefore, for him/ 
her only success is important in climbing 
competitions and only by being a winner 
will they convince their sponsors thatthey 
are worth the money they receive. What
ever routes the climber may do in the Ver
don, Buoux, or the United States, inde
pendent of competitions, they will have 
little significance to the mass-media and 
therefore the sponsors. 

One factor will contribute especially to 
the development of a totally new breed of 
climber. More and more competitions are 
being organized indoors on specially pre
pared artificial climbing walls. This year 
only the Rock Master in Arco is due to take 
place outdoors on a natural crag. In a 
rather brief period of time the level of diffi
culty on artificial walls will be so high that 
special training, based upon the different 
demands of climbing on artificial holds, 
will be essential for success. There is no 
doubt that the future of climbing compet
itions lies indoors. When someday there 
wili be a World Championship and World 
Cup, and that day is not far off, then they 
will be organised indoors, at least in 
Europe. And this is the way it should be. 

Even if these indoor competitions lead 
even further away from the old basic idea 
of rock climbing, organizing competi
tions exclusively indoors has only 
advantages. First, the events do not 

have to be scheduled according to the 
season and do not depend on the wea
ther. 

Second, and more important, the 
environment will not be damaged. Two 
years ago my experience led to great 
mental reservations, since I feared that 
climbing competitions would result in 
the same excesses that occur in the 
world-cup ski-circus each winter. The 
organisers of the climbing competitions 
had vast aisles cut in the forest, just to 
enable the huge masses of spectators to 
have a view of the competition routes . 
But the environment is too valuable, and 
it should not be tolerated that nature 
must suffer merely for profit-orientated 
events. I am truly glad that now the new 
trend for organising competitions is to 
take them indoors, even if this leads to a 
totally different and independent branch 
of climbing. For me personally this new 
sport is too far away from the initial idea 
of climbing, anyway. This is not the 
climbing I know, or came to understand, 
and in no way whatever does it represent 
what I believe in. For me nature and 
adventure are of essential significance 
to climbing, and I will never develop a 
positive attitude toward indoor competi
tions. So far I have refused all invitations 
to such events and I will do so in the 
future. 

Deterioration of ethics and competi
tions come from the same source. There 
are more and more climbers who want 
to make a living out of their sport. There 
have always been full-time climbers, for 
them climbing was a way of life, but it 
also meant having to live on almost no 
money. Nowadays there are climbers 
who believe they can change this disad
vantage by turning pro. 

There is only one way of making a living 
in this business. Get famous and get 
sponsors. There are two ways to become 
famous, either climb the hardest routes 
in the world (if the ambitious young 
climber does not have a route that fits 
precisely his needs and skills he is temp
ted to manufacture one with hammer and 
chisel) or enter competitions and win 
them. Then his chances of making 
enough money for a decent living are 
fairly high. Thereby these climbers have 
solved the problem of not having any 
money. But they have sacrificed every
thing else that makes being a climber 
enjoyable and desirable; the freedom, 
travel, adventure and (since competi
tions will be exclusively indoors) even 
nature. 

The indoor competition pro will be 
forced to plan his life according to the 
competition schedule. He will not be 
able to travel since training facilities and 
opportunities might not be as good 
abroad as they are at home. The 
demands of the sponsors have to be 
met, the pro will have to be present for 
advertising campaigns. 

A pro depends on his sponsors and his 
continuing success. This puts the athlete 
under a lot of pressure. I doubt that, as in 
the tennis circus, a climber ranked fifty in 
the world could make a decent living. 

The future seems clear. Since climbing 
on artificial walls needs special training, 
the pros will train mainly indoors, thus 
the outdoor arena stays reserved for 
people who just want to climb as there 
will be almost no money available for 
these protagonists of the sport. Indoor 
competition will give rock climbing a 
chance to return to what it used to be. A 
way of living: poor but free! 



CADS 
the first real 
patent pending 
ALTERNATIVE 
CAMMING 
protection available 
the start of 1988. 

Sizes: 
from slender fingertip 
to solid hand 

Please send for our 
Technical Caroming Units 
fact sheets. 
JUST PART OF AN EXPANDING 
RANGE FROM: 

fa@es 
Old English Road, Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE4 3LT. 
Telex: 946240 CWEASY G 
quoting 19017280 

'DRUMMOND IS STILL PART 
OF THE AWKWARD SQUAD' 

Rejected by the Boardman/Tasker judges and three 
American mountaineering publishers - 'A Dream 
of White Horses' breaks the mirror of conformity 
and silence behind climbing literature: 

CLIMBING The most challenging, disturbing and provocative 
piece of climbing literature I've ever read ... the consistent 
brilliance of the writing is astounding. Stuart Pregna/1 

ON THE EDGE It requires an intellectual approach and a broad 
mind and it shocks ... a major contribution. . . Ed Douglas 

CLIMBERS' CLUB JOURNAL One begins to suspect a moral 
manipulation of the reader ... I reserve the right not to like what 
I see ... I trust the poems most. . . Terry Gifford 

MOUNTAIN An intoxicating mixture ... combines the raw 
emotion of the best country music with the staccato rhythms of 
free form jazz. Drummond takes risks as big as he did on the 
climbs and has the courage to use climbing as a metaphor for 
wider truths. Dave Cook 

HIGH The best climbing book I've ever read. [Drummond's] 
imagination hasn't cooled by one degree when he pulls himself 
onto the page, and the topo of words seems almost too hot to 
touch ... full of real, often raw emotion, from abject doubt to 
elation, leavened with self-deprecating wit .. . 

Lito Tejada Flores 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL [in the poetry] ... there is high art in 
the simplicity of the style. Amidst so much that is mediocre in 
mountain literature, Drummond's writing stands out. 

Ernst Sondheimer 

A DREAM OF WHITE HORSES 
Diadem £10.95 ISBN O 906371961 

distributed by Cordee, 3a De Montfort Street, Leicester 

DID YOU THINK ISODRY 
WAS ONLY FOR CLOTHING? 
Snugpak have bagged it! 

lsodry is the Swiss-made 
filling that's taken the 
insulated clothing world by 
storm . 

Its TOG-rate actua I ly 
improves with washing, and 
the fibre design helps speed 
perspiration away from the body. 

Now Snugpak have 
persuaded makers Neidhart to 
produce ... especially for us ... 
a soft high-loft version of lsodry 
to use in sleeping bags. 
. Watch out for our lsobag Spider ® 
in the shops! compression 

sack available 

ISODRY IIIStlLRT/0/l/ 
Sf.1(,/c;f'"/T /!0Ol) 

PERT£;( COVER 
Al-ID L//.IIJ/t:; 

2w,qy 
,qw-5/.lflC, 
:ZIP 

I-IOOlJ 
DJ?;t/W
C012D 

OFFSET 
QUI L7! l./fi 

T1WS 
'N7ER f.lll L 711 BSTO 

Sfft.11:£ UN'ER 

Stockist list and full detai s i,r 
Brett Harris Ltd, Waterloo Mills, 
Silsden, West Yorks 8D20 OHA 

These people really ~o know how to make sleeping bags. 

field & tr&k 
k, you know the majority of outdoor equipment in 
our catalogue is offered to you at DISCOUNT prices 

This year, we are offering ALL our Mail Order 
customers a further saving with our LOYALTY 
BONUS scheme. 

k, you buy gear from us our computer keeps a 
record of how much you have spent and depending 
on the total you achieve we'll post you a Loyalty 
Bonus cheque that you can spend (or save) in any 
way you like. There'll be no questions asked, no 
strings attached and no obligations. 

It's just our way of saying thank you for shopping 
with Field & Trek mail order. 

Full details in the F & T Catalogue. Oh , and by the 
way, this year Britain's best outdoor catalogue 
including our unique technical guide is 
FREE - naturally! 

Head Office, Mail Older and Contract Departments. 
3 Wates Ww; Brentv.ood Essex CM15 9TB 
Tel (0277) 221259. 219418, 210913, 233122 (All 24 hrs) 
Mondw; to Fridw; 9am - 5.30pm 
Now open Satutd/l'fS 9am - 4pm. 
Contract Only (0277) 224647 
Telex: 995566 Rlltrek G Fax : (0277) 260789 
Field & Trek Shops 
23125 Kings Rd Bren~-.oocl Essex. Tel : (0277) 222230 
3 Palace St Canterbury Kent Tel : (0227) 470023 
Ski Shop 
41 Kings Rd Brentv.ood Essex Tel : (0277) 219661 

LOYALTY BONUS 
For a FREE CATALOGUE cut out coupon and send to: 
Field & Trek Dept E058 3 Wates Ww; Brentwood Essex CM15 9TB. 

Name ... 

Mdress .. 

.. ...................... ············· ..... E058 
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Extreme conditions on Gangapurna, Nepal 
Photo: Jon Geirsson (Gangapurna Icelandic Expedition 1987) 

In conditions like these, YOU need EXTREM. 
Designed by Berghaus, in conjunction with 
some of Britain's leading mountaineers, the Extrem 

of performance shell clothing comprises 
e, Himalaya and Trango jackets with matching salopettes. 

have fully taped seams and are manufactured from 
eathable, waterproof, GORE-TEX performance fabrics, 
ltra TZ and Strata. 

_ 111ustrated is the Trango Extrem which features: 
• Under-arm gussets for freedom of movement. 
• Specially designed double storm flaps over front zip. 
• Adjustable volume hood • Beard guard. 
• Four large external pockets and one internal chest pocket. 
Plus the high quality and rugged good looks you come to expect 
from a Berghaus specialist garment. 
Extrem - Designed to match your commitment! 

■l-tJtt,ttuJ 
BERGHAUS LIMITED 34 Dean Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE11PG. Tel: (091) 232 3561 



For colour brochure and list of stockists write to: EUROPA SPORT Ann Street Kendal Cumbria LA9 6AB 



40 Years Top 
Climbing 
21 Years Top 
Shops for 

• Climbers 
• Trekkers 
• Ramblers 
l:verything you need 
for Safety, Comfort & Style 

The latest and the best 

Plus tried and tested old friends 

* For TOP VALUE look for 
JB 'OWN LABEL' items 
Mail Order Price List 
Special 'Contract' rates 

Joe Brown 
High St., Llanberis, Gwynedd 
LL55 4HA ... P-H~-/I/-E.--...... ------
0286 870327 , ' . 

'', ---..--r-; 
PARKING 

~ 
DOUG GEETING AVIATION 
Mt. McKinley-Expedition Air Support 

Doug Geeting and Kitty Banner-Seeman 

• Air checks on the mountain • Indoor 
• Safe storage of personal gear sleeping 
• Discount for early reservations • Free sleds 

Mike Covington, Galen Rowell , Rick Ridgeway, Gary Bocarde, Jim Wickwire, 
Jeff Lowe, Phil Erschler, Jim Bridwell, Peter Habeler, Dick Bass, Frank Wells 
and Yvon Chouinard can't all be wrong' 

Doug Geeting 
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna, AK 99676 USA 
907-733-2366 

Kitty Banner-Seeman 
1865 Gore Creek, Vail, CO81657 USA 

303-4 76-3929 

CHOUINARD EQUIPMENT 

Camming 
comes 
of age. 
Introducing 
the Ca ma lot"' 

cams create a new generation 
of protection, all individually 
tested. 

WORKING RANGE IN INCHES 

WEIGHT 

125 g. 

165 g. 

241 g. 

369 g. 

I 2 3 -1 

STRENGTH I l00 kg. 

~-- UP TO 50% GREATER WORKING RANG 
THAN COMPARABLY SIZED SLCD'S. 

Whether you're on a long alpine route or a short, 
pumping free climb, time is often the critical 

determinant of success or failure. When we began work on a 
camming nut several years ago, our goal was to create an 
SLCD that would give its user a unique advantage by 
minimizing the energy-sapping time spent floundering with 
gear to get the "right" nut. Double axles and a unique cam 
spiral are the solution, because they give the Camalot an 
impressively wide range in each size, and offer surprising fit 
possibilities in flaring cracks. The double axles construction 
gives the Camalot another unique feature as well: because the 
axles actually support the cams, the nut can be placed as a 
passive nut, in its fully opened, "umbrella" configuration. The 
Camalot's flexible, stainless steel cable handle, sheathed in 
protective nylotron, minimizes the chance of failure when the 
nut is loaded over an edge in a horizontal placement. 
Camalots: individually tested at our Ventura shop. Four 
overlapping nuts cover a range of cracks from thin hands (11/s") 
to the dreaded "beyond fists" size (4½"). Color anodized for 
quick recognition. 

They are available in the UK. at Alpine Sports, Centresport, 
Field and Trek, Graham Tiso, the Great Arete, Mountain 
Trading Co., Nevisports, Nick Escourt's, Outside, the 
Outdoor Shop, Pindisports, Rock&Run, Roger Turner, and 
Snow and Rock. 

Chouinard ~illQ!!!rlli, Ltd. 
PO. Box 110, Ventura, CA 93022 USA 

© 1988, Chouinard Equipment , Ltd . 
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B/>-SIC JAMMER 

1 • • • 
PB'Zl -

3 YEAR PETZL 
GUARANTEE 

·LA105QL ·IJ( · TEl (05875) 370· TELEX 65424 G L'ION 

Brilliant ideas - from climbers around 
the world - have to be transformed 
into real equipment. 
PETZL EXCELS IN THIS TRANSFORMATION. 
Skill in design, use of the best materials, 
and fine workmanship are combined 
to make more prototypes than can be 
imagined. 
NOW PETZL'.S UNRIVALLED TEST 
LABORATORY COMES INTO ITS OWN. 
Gear is pulled, dropped and 
dismembered until the combination is 
right. Safety assured, production designs 
pass to top climbers for verdicts on 
performance and comfort. Only the 
best then go back to the lab for final 
tests. 
BASIC JAMMER Versatile lightweight 
(5 oz) ascender. Ideal for self-lining and 
use in pulley hauling systems. 
THE SHUNT Designed for abseil safety, 
used for much more by climbers 
everywhere. Kind to ropes. 
PULLEYS Models with nylon or metal 
sheaves, fixed or oscillating sides, 
2 oz weight. Light, strong and practical. 
ECRIN HELMET UIAA approved of 
course. (Incidentally so are PETZL 
Ascenders.) Superb strength with 
lightness, 1 lb 3 oz, thanks to the glass 
reinforced nylon shell. 
HANDLED ASCENDER Simply the best. 
Left and right handed models. Chris 
Bonington wouldn't visit the Himalayas 
without them. Equally useful on your 
local crag. 

DESCEN:>ER Not just <:no/ old figure of 8. 
Angled 1o minimise rope twisting. plus 
hot-weather a,ti-bum grip. 





SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping , Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St., 
Braddon, 2601. 
Tel. (062) 573.883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Katoomba 
Paddy Pallin 
166 Katoomba St., 2780. 
Tel. (047) 822.014 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
527 Kingsway, 2228. 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment), 
327 Sussex St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
76 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. (07) 839 6609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs (Head Office) 
224 Barry Parade 
Fortitude Valley, 4006 
Tel. 97 52 8804 or 52 8894 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft, 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd ., 
Sherwood, 4075. 
Tel. (07) 379.5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pallin 
40 Waymouth St., 5000 
Tel. (08) 212.7857 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pall in, 
74-78 Elizabeth St., 7000. 
Tel. (002) 310.777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin, 
59 Brisbane St., 7250. 
Tel. (003) 314.240 (C) 

Victoria: Box Hill 
Paddy Pallin 
8 Market St., 3128 
Tel. (03) 898.8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria·: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre, 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123. 
Tel. (03) 882.7229 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports Pty. Ltd ., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu 
78 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 642.1942 
Mail Order Tel. (03) 417.6682 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin 
360 Little Bourke St. , 3000. 
Tel. (03) 670.4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia : Fremantle 
Wild West Adventure Eqpt., 
33A Adelaide Street, 6160. 
Tel. 09.335 9299 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
Shop 1 
105 Lord St., 6000 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 (C) (M) 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148/61.048 (C) (M) (S) 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd., 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 66.211 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 (C) (M) 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. 
T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C. : Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., 
V5Y 1N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies, 
P.O. Box 848, 109 Thomas St., 
L6J 5C5 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
35 Front Street East, 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5E 1B3 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524.1106 

Bonn 
Sine 

GERMANY 

Brei.te Str. 47,5300 
Tel. 0228.654320 (C) (M) 

Frankfurt 1 
Sine 
Oeder Weg 43, 6000 
Tel. 069.552233 (C) (M) 

Freiburg 
Sine 
Moltkestr. 5, 7800 
Tel. 0761.37934 (C) (M) 

Heidelberg 
Sine 
Rohrbacher Str. 81 , 6900 
Tel. 06221 .15010 (C) (M) 

Mainz 
Sine 
Graben 1,6500 
Tel. 06131 .226681 (C) (M) 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Send linger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel. (089) 237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Everest Sports Ltd., 
83 Sai Yee Street, Mezz. Floor, 
Mongkok, Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-914019 
Fax. 3-900024 
Telex. 71666 HKTEL HX Attn. 

zcv 311900024 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment 
& Services 

172 Tung Lo Wan Road, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Causeway Bay. 
Tel. 5-669313/5-669331 
Telex: 71947 HYBME HX 
Telefax: 852-5-8068287 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre, 

1 /F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon . 
Tel. 3-848190 
Telex : 33552 MTCTR 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd ., 

Head Office (Export & Import), 
102, 1/F., 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd ., 
Wanchai, Hong Kong . 
Tel. 5-733313 
Tix. 65205 MTSEV HX 

Mountain Services International 
Ltd ., 

Retail Shop, 
M/F., 56 Morrison Hill Road, 
Wanchai, Hong Kong. 
Tel. 5-733329 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 2301 0 
Tel. 0342 640873 

NETHERLANDS 
Amsterdam 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Marnixstraat 2, 1015 XH 
Tel . 020-24.36.52 

Maastricht 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Heugemerweg 4, 6221 GJ 
Tel. 043-21 .71 .48 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 09663.2297 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
47 Stephenson Street. 
Tel. 021 643 6040 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd. , 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M 'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel . 0274.728674 

Brentwood Essex 
Field & Trek (Eq'ment) Ltd., 
25 Kings Road . 
Tel. 0277.233122- Mail Order 

0277.222230 - Shop 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1 /2 Regents Street 
(corner of Church Street) 
BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd . 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS14SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 



Cambridge Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Actionsports Outside 
Mitchams Corner Main Road, S30 1 BB 
34 Chesterton Rd ., CB4 3AN Tel. 0433.51936 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Inverness 
Canterbury Clive Rowland Mountain Sports, 
Field & Trek (Equipment) Ltd ., 9/11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG. 
3 Palace Street. Tel. 0463.238746 
Tel. 0227.470023 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Capel Curig Mountain World , 
Joe Brown, 28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 
The Climbing Shop, 

Lancaster Tel. 06904.205 
H. Robinson , 

Capel Curig Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
Ellis Brigham, 5 New Road. Tel. 0524.6661 O 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 

Leeds Tel. 06904.232 
Centres port 

Cardiff 57/59 New Briggate, 1 
Outdoor Action, Tel. 0532.452917 
12 Wyeverne Road , Cathays. 

Leeds Tel. 0222.28892 
Wilderness Ways; 

Cardiff 17 Eastgate. 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, Tel . 0532.444715 
148 Ninian Park Road . 
Tel. 0222.390531 Leicester 

Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
Carlisle 52A London Road (S) (C) 
Dennis English , Tel. 0533.551952 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 Liverpool 

Ellis Brigham 
Chester 73 Bold Street, 1 
Ellis Brigham, (C)(M)(S) 
7 Northgate Street. Tel. 051.709.6912 
Tel . 0244.318311 

Llanberis 
Derby Joe Brown, 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd ., Menai Hall, 
85 King Street. High Street. 
Tel. 0332.365650 Tel. 0286.870.327 

London Derby 
Prestidge Ski and Climb, Alpine Sports, 
350 Normanton Road . (S) 215 Kensington High Street, 
Tel. 0332.42245 W86BD 

Tel. 01 .938.1911 
Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., London 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) Alpine Sports, 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 456/8 The Strand 

WC2R ORG 
Edinburgh Tel. 01 .839.5161 
Nevi sport Telex 8813136 
Unit 13, 
Waverley Market, London 
EH11BQ. (M) (S) Pindisports 
Tel. 031.557.0923 14-18 Holborn, 

EC1M 2LJ 
Elgin Tel. 01.242.3278 
Keith Johnson Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. London 
Tel. 0343.49064 Snow & Rock Sports, 

Fort William 
150 Holborn, 
(Corner Grays Inn Road), E1 

Nevisport Ltd., Tel . 01.831 .6900 (M) (S) 
High Street, PH33 6EJ . (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397.4921 London 

Glasgow 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 

Highrange Sports, W87RG 
99 Great Western Road . Tel . 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 
Tel. 041 .332.5533 

Manchester 
Glasgow Ellis Brigham, 
Nevi sport, 6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
261 Sauchiehall Street Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 041.332.4814 (M) (S) 

Matlock Bath 
Glossop The Bivouac, 
Peak Gear 0 /D Sp., 56 North Parade. 
72 High St. West. Tel. 0629.3750 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Grantown-on-Spey Wilderness Ways, 
Speyside Sports, 100 Newport Rd . 
47 High Street (S) Tel. 0642.248916 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Milton Keynes 
Halesowen, W. Midlands The Outdoor Shop, 
Casac Equipment, 572 Sil bury Boulevard, 
3 Hagley Road. Central, MK~ 3AF. (C) (M) 
Tel. 021 .550.9748 Tel : 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. 
(C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE11RF. 
Tel . 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. 
(S) (C) 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham 
OL 1 1TA. 
Tel. 061 .620.3900 

Penzance 
Ellis Brigham, 
Market Jew Street. 
Tel. 0736.5828 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure, 
29 Lincoln Road, 
PE1 2RH. 
Tel. 0733.41381 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road . 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd ., 
41 Bell Street, 
RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Bryan G. Stokes, 
149 Fitzwilliam St. 
Tel. 0742.727525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd ., 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping, 
118 High Street, 
SG1 3DW (C) (M) 
Tel. 0438.353086 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., 
Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
90 High Street, 

; 

Milton Keynes. (C) (M) 
MK111AH . 
Tel. 0908 568913 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor 

Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel . 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd ., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001. 
Tel. 05.31.1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02.4&.90.75 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Ryesgade 27, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt., 
Kildevaeldsgade 16 
DK-2100, 0 
Tel. 01-29.01 .33 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden57,2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona: Tempe 
North Face, 
232 W. Southern Ave ., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mou(ltain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 
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California: Palo Alto Colorado: Broomfield N.H.: lntervale Washington : Seattle 
The North Face, Lowe Alpine Systems, Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc., Swallow's Nest, 
383 University Ave., 94301. P.O. Box 1449, RT.16, Box 206, 3320 Meridian Ave., N. , 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 620 Compton, 80020. 03845 98103. 

Tel. 603.356.3042 Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 
Colorado: Colorado Springs California: Riverside 

N.H.: North Conway Washington: Seattle Riverside Ski and Sport, North Face, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 1776W. Uintah, International Mountain The North Face, 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 80904. Equipment, 1023 1st Ave., 98104. 

Tel. 303.634.5279 Main Street, 03860 Tel. 206.622.4111 
Tel. 603.356.5287 California: Riverside 

Colorado: Denver Washington: Tacoma Sports Country Ltd ., 
6422 Magnolia Ave., 92506. Forrest Safety Products New York: New Paltz Base Camp Supply, 

Tel. 714.683.2200 (Forrest Mountaineering) Rock and Snow, 3730 South Pine, 
4550 Jackson St. 44 Main Street, 12561. 98409. 

California: San Bernardino 80216 Tel. 914.255.1311 (S) Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Sports Country Ltd ., Colorado : Denver New York: New York Wisconsin : Madison 222 North G Street, Suite B, North Face, Camp and Trail Outfitters, Erewhon Mountain Supply, 92401 . 2490 S. Colorado Blvd ., 21 Park Place, 10007. State and Gorham , 53703. Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 80222. Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) Tel. 608.251 .9059 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

Oregon: Independence Wyoming: Cody 
Adventure 16 Inc., Colorado : Lakewood Independence Mountaineering, Sunlight Sports, 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, North Face, 215 South Main, 97351 . 1323 Sheridan Ave., 82414 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 11355 West 6th Ave., Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 307.587.9517 (C) (M) (S) 

80215. 
California: Sonora Tel. 303.238.7511 Utah: Moab Wyoming: Jackson 
Sonora Mountaineering, Rim Cyclery, Teton Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, Connecticut: West Hartford 94 West 100 North, Main Square, 
95370. Clapp and Treat, 84532. (P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 672 Farmington Ave., 06119. Tel. 801 .259.5333 Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 
Colorado: Boulder Washington : Bellevue Wyoming : Lander 
The Boulder Mountaineer, Massachusetts: Boston Marmot Mountain Works, Popoagie Alpine Haus, 
1329 Broadway, Eastern Mountain Sports, 827 Bellevue Way N.E., 220 Main Street, 82520. 
80302. 1041 Commonwealth Ave . 98004. Tel. 307.332.7269 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) Tel . 206.453.1515 

Wyoming : Laramie 
Colorado: Boulder Massachusetts : Salem Washington : Seattle Rocky Mountaineering, 
North Face, Life Sports Recreational Equipment Inc., 211 Second Street, 82070 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. East India Mall, 01970 1525 11th Avenue, 98122. Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 
Tel. 303.499.1731 Tel. 617.745.1135 (C) (M) (S) Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) • 
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From the SCARPA/BERGHAUS team comes a significant 
development in rock boot design - ROCK MASTER. 
Everything about the boot is geared to achieving the best 
possible performance on the rock. 

• A totally new last shape ensures a precision fit from toe to heel. 

• Renowned "Rock Star'' toe profile for small pockets and cracks. 

· • Firm heel hold with raised rand for heel hooking. 

• Low cut upper for complete ankle flexibility. 

• Exclusive SCARPA "sticky" rubber. 

Tested on many of the hardest routes in Britain on a variety of rock types, by the 
established team of Andy Pollitt, Martin Atkinson and Chris Gore, a boot could not 
have a better recommendation. 

When you try them you'll find that a ROCK MASTER performance is in a 
CLASS of its own. 

~4 s1:ar1111 • • «·i9t·i,6itti 
Berghaus Limited, 34 Dean Street, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1 PG. 
Telephone: (091) 232 3561 Telex 537728 BghausG. 

MARTIN ATKINSON Let the Tribe Increase £6 6b Rubicon Wall Photo: R. Brooks 
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865 · MEGA/ SG 

823 · MARIACHER 

871 ·FLASH 

870 · BALLERINA 

Stefan Glowacz in >Orange Mechanique<, 8 a, Cima·i. France. Photo : Uli Wiesmeier, 

CALZATURIFICIO LA SPORTIVA Sri - Localita Piera, 5/A 
38038 TESERO (Trento) Italy - Tel. (0462) 83052 ric. autom. 
Telex 401323 LA SPO I - Telefax (0462) 84267 

U.S.A. - Transalp - 80302 Boulder Colorado 
U.K. - D.M.M. International LTD. - Bethesda - Gwynedd 
JAPAN - Nihon Johin Co. LTD. - Tokyo 
GERMANY - Krimmer - 8893 Tandem 
FRANCE - Orus Sari - 34000 Monpellier 
AUSTRIA - Schuh Center Muhlbacher - 6060 Hall in Tirol 
BELGIUM - Alpi Sport - 4120 Flemalle 
SWITZERLAND - II Vagamondo - 6500 Bellinzona 
SPAIN - Uralko s:A. - 20080 lrun 
AUSTRALIA - Mountain Equipment - 2000 Sydney 
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