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ASOLO® AFS® ASOFRAME SYSTEM*. 
THE BIGGEST STEP FORWARD. 

* The unique AFS system is precision built to give the ultimate in quality and comfort in all conditions. 

AFS® 101. 
The AFS® 101 is for climbing 
mixed and technical ice routes . 
The distinctive design of the 
sole/rand and Pebax uppers 
make this a hard wearing 
adaptable boot. The carbon 
fibre shank gives length ways 
stiffening , ideal for front point
ing and when combined with 
the softness of the Pebax upper 
allows the torsional flex and 
mobility essential for French 
style technique. The AFS® 101 
is the ideal all round mountain
eering boot. 

AFS® SUPERLITE. 
This boot is ideal for sustained 
technical ice routes involving 
extensive front pointing and 
is made lighter by use of the 
cutaway "Superlite" sole. The 
carbon fibre-plus shank gives 
both length ways and torsional 
stiffness and when combined 
with the Pebax upper, a com
fortable but rigid boot is 
achieved. The AFS® Superlite 
is the boot designed for use 
by GradeYice climbers . 
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mountam
s managed to 

give the feel" and comfort of 
traditional leather models. The 
AFS® Supersoft achieves this, 
yet is waterproof and retains 
its shape and performance. 
Though not intended for sus
tained front pointing , it is 
suitable for mountain trekking , 
alpine use and middle/easy 
grade mixed and ice climbs. 

MOUNTAINEERING, ROCK CLIMBING, TREKKING. 
FIRST ASCENT First Ascent, 2a Culford Grove, London N1 4H R 

Telephone 01-241 3477 for ful l details of the Asolo range. FIRST ASCENT 
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Pebax® is a trademark of A TO Chimie (Total-Elf/ Aquitaine). 
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EXPEDITIONS 1989 

in association with HIGH COUNTRY EXPEDITIONS New Zealand 

Few experiences compare with mountaineering in the Himalaya. It is the true 'high life', triggering a tumult of 
emotions through physical endeavour, companionship and personal discovery. The world's highest mountains, 
where the valleys and plains between them nurture a throng of outlandish cultures, set the scene for your most 
intense adventure. 

High in the snows of the Himalaya you can get back in touch with yourself and the basic requirements of life. 
Snow has to be melted for your thirst, a hole has to be dug for your shelter and between you and your summit lies 
a test of will power and stamina. There will be others like you who, in the company of professional guides and 
mountaineers, can expect to share a powerful experience. 

Our expeditions cover a wide range of difficulty, although none involve highly 'technical' climbing. 

Mtatever your mountaineering background, write, phone or fax us for detailed itineraries and booking 
forms. Please do not delay as we expect a world wide response and places are limited. 

A FIRST ASCENT (India) 
Height: c20,000ft (c6,100m) 

An unclimbed peak in the newly opened Lahoul/Spiti region, north 
of Kulu. The expedition will be exploring a new area as well as 
climbing a virgin summit. Climbing any 20,000ft peak is a real 
adventure; the first ascent of such a peak is one of mountaineering's 
great prizes. 

22 Days London to London £1,695 (U.S. $2,882 Approx) 
June 1989 

CHANGTSE (Tibet) · 
Height: 24, 780ft (7 ,553m) 

The beautiful East Ridge of Everest's North Peak. We travel 
overland from Kathmandu to Tibet, then follow the trail of the 
early Everest attempts to the base of Changtse. Throughout the 
climb, the huge North Face of Everest towers to the south. A tough 
climb among the world's giants. 

47 Days London to London £3,350 (U.S. $5,695 Approx) 
May/June 1989 

MUZTAG ATA (China) 
Height: 24,757ft (7,546m) 

A straightforward glacier climb ideal for ski-mountaineering. 
Travel overland from Pakistan to the province of Xinjiang, along 
the Silk Road. After the climb we visit the legendary city of 
Kashgar: A unique blend of high adventure and culture. 

43 Days London to London £2,990 (U.S. $5,083 Approx) 
Aug/Sept 1989 

STOK KANGRI (India) 
Height: 20,082ft (6,121m) 

A fine trekking peak above the ancient city of Leh in Ladakh. An 
aclimatization trek through remote mountain villages, and a 
straightforward climb to the highest peak in the area, affording 
magnificent views of Zanskar and distant Karakoram giants. 
Afterwards the Vale of Kashmir and luxury houseboats. · 

23 Days London to London £1,695 (U.S. $2,882 Approx) 
August 1989 

All prices subject to deduction of international flight cost if you wish to join us at the destination airport. 
Payment in U.S. Dollars will be calculated at the rate effective at the time of booking. 

HIMALAYAN KINGDOMS LTD,. 
Expeditions Department, 20 The Mall, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 4DR, England. Tel: (0272) 237163 
Telex: 437287 SHARET G Fax: (UK) (0272) 744993, (outside UK) (900 44272) 744993 
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OPINION 

Environment vs The Mountain 
by Ian McNaught-Davis 

The richest region of unclimbed peaks, 
unexplored icefields and glaciers, with a 
remoteness unlike anywhere else on this 
planet is undoubtedly Antarctica. It is this 
very isolation that has preserved it for today's 
mountaineers seeking new challenges, but it 
is the attempts to limit access and control it by 
over-zealous environmentalists that could 
well slam the door forever to mountain 
explorers. 

The American Alpine Club have put for
ward proposals, posing as environment pro
tection measures, to control the access of 
private expeditions to this most beautiful 
region, that if adopted could burden moun
taineers with stifling and largely unnecessary 
governmental regulations. In other words, 
mountaineers are asking for a bunch of desk
bound bureaucrats to set up the rules and 
regulations to tell us who can climb where, 
when, with whom and at what cost. Perhaps 
it's OK for members of the AAC if the bur
eaucrats are American and if the cost is 
sufficiently high that only rich Americans 
can afford to go. But what about the rest 
of us? 

Their proposals contain some quite 
astonishing arguments. Here are some of 
them: 

'It becomes increasingly difficult to contain 
the interest in the climbing potential of 
Antarctica. One way or the other, an ever 
increasing number of expeditions are find
ing ways to overcome the economic, logisti
cal and political barriers to freedom of 
access.' 

'Good', you might say? 
Then they go on. 'Responsible moun

taineers should not be denied access to these 
mountains. [Even better.] However, [Here it 
comes] responsible mountaineers must not 
be confused with irresponsible adventurers.' 

Ah ha. Now who is going to differentiate 
between a Responsible Mountaineer and an 
Irresponsible Adventurer? Can't one become 
the other very quickly when plans and weather 
go awry? Well, one way to tell them apart 
(apparently) is that a Responsible Moun
taineer carries out all that he carries in, 
whereas an Irresponsible Adventurer strews 
bodily fluids, old tin cans and whatever wher
ever he treads. 

Just to clarify this difference, obviously 
Scott (of the Antarctic) was Responsible. He 
ate all his food and left very little behind 
except a few dead bodies (including his own) 
so he was as purist as he could be. On the 
other hand Amundsen was an Irresponsible 
Adventurer. He littered his trail to the.South 
Pole with a line of dog turds clearly visible 
from outer space (or at least they would have 
been if there had been anyone there to see 
them) and in that frozen wilderness every one 
of those polluting dog turds is still there as a 
kind of memorial to a great Irresponsible 
Adventurer. 

The Americans go on: 'To ensure responsi
bility of mountaineering parties there should 
be an endorsement procedure in place similar 
to that presently required by Himalayan host 
countries.' 

What a great idea. Every peak has a fee 
(payable to whom?). Every expedition has a 
Liaison Officer (supplied by who to do what?). 
Every party must spell out its plans in great 
detail and not deviate from them, they must 
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abandon any freedom of movement or choice 
and write a detailed report on it when they get 
back. 

'Private groups venturing to the Antarctic 
should be required to demonstrate the finan
cial resources to pay for any emergency 
rescue no matter it is requested or pro
vided.' 

Greenland is virtually closed to climbers by 
the requirement from the Danish government 
(yes, it's one of their few remaining colonies) 
that all expeditions have 'scientific projects' 
and an $80,000 rescue bond. How much 
would it be for the Antarctic? Climbing for fun 
is not a good enough reason to be allowed to 
go to Greenland, yet there are plenty of 
parties going to Baffin Island or Ellsmere 
Island where the conditions and risks are 
similar. This part of the US proposal reeks of 
the idea of keeping remote mountain areas as 
the playground of the rich and powerful. In 
other words, for those people with enough 
contacts, influence and organisation to get 
permissions and when that doesn't work, 
enough money to overcome any other obsta
cles that may be put in the way. 

The proposals stress the 'fragile environ
ment of the Antarctic continent' and the 
'fragile nature of the environment' without 
really defining what is meant by fragile. The 
question that comes to mind is this: if the 
environment in the Antarctic is fragile, how 
much more fragile is it in other mountain 
regions where much more climbing takes 
place? If we want to ban, control and regulate 
climbing there then surely there is an even 
stronger case for limiting mountaineering 
elsewhere. 

The next proposal is that 'Clubs should 
develop strict environmental regulations 
regarding the conduct of mountaineering 
expeditions in this fragile area. At a minimum 
such regulations should include a require
ment that all parties carry out everything they 
bring in.' 

People pressure in some American moun
tain areas has become so extreme that the 
only solution to increasing pollution seemed 
to be the imposition of draconian rules and 
regulations with very little concern about 
how they really are to be enforced. Of 
course much depends on the goodwill of the 
visitors and their attitudes to the environ
ment, but even the most responsible 
approach can lead to unforeseen problems. 
Some Canadian climbers visited one of the 
National Parks in the US where the rule 
was that everything taken in had to be taken 
out, and, yes, that includes the Bongo. At 
least one of the climbers was a keen environ
mentalist and was determined to obey the 
rules of the Park to the letter, so every turd 
was neatly packaged in plastic and stored 
throughout their visit. When they arrived at 
their car after their walk out they were wet, 
tired and had only one thought -to get home. 
They threw their sacks in the back of the 
car, changed into dry clothes and drove 
north. 

Unfortunately there is a frontier between 
Canada and the US, staffed by zealous cus
tomers officers who instantly spotted the 
bearded, bedraggled climbers as drug 
smugglers. You hardly need a description of 
the officials' triumphant delight when they 
unearthed the carefully sealed bundles of soft 

brown substance and their puzzlement and 
wrath as they probed, masked and gloved, 
through two weeks of excrement. 

Yet the problem is there. When I learned 
that the trek up to Everest base camp is 
known as 'The Kleenex Trail' I thought it 
sounded rather a nice name, bringing to mind 
effete American maidens gently patting their 
running noses with clean tissues. But Kleenex 
is the Yuppie Bowdlerisation of 'Shitpaper' 
and under every delicately folded tissue is 
the Bongo of some passing Sherpa, climber 
or trekker. Of the first two there is a large 
but limited number; of the latter the number 
is as close to infinite as makes no difference. 
Everyone can 'trek' and judging by Kleenex 
trail everyone is doing it. Perhaps even more 
surprising is that the trail does not stop 
at Everest base camp. The mysteries of the 
Western Cwm are resolved forever. In the 
icy wastes the low temperatures freeze the 
pollution forever and the old song from the 
'Wizard of Oz' still works - Follow the Yellow 
Brick Road. This time to the South Col, the 
highest waste dump in the world. But then, 
only climbers and Sherpas get there, so who 
is to complain or care (or carry the garbage 
down). 

Of course the largest polluters on the 
Antarctic continent are the 'scientific' and 
military outposts as far as the South Pole. 
Thousands of tons of garbage and the like 
have been deposited by these people so 
perhaps the American Alpine Club proposals 
should also include a 'regulation' to ship out 
all the man-made rubbish that is already 
there ruining the 'fragile environment' and if 
it includes radioactive waste that probably 
means forever. Perhaps they should also 
include a regulation banning mountaineers 
carrying in a portable nuclear stove (unless 
they were also prepared to carry it out with 
them). 

In the end, what mountaineers want is the 
individual freedom to pursue their sport 
without control or regulation, there is no rule 
book and indeed there is no rule that says you 
can't risk your life climbing some unimpor
tant unnamed lump at the far end ofthe earth. 
To accept that mountaineering is a hazard to 
the environment is to invite the do-gooders 
sitting in their air-conditioned offices to set 
us around with laws as rigorous and depres
sing as a trade union's rule book. It may be 
logical, but whoever said that climbing was a 
rational pursuit? This freedom does not give 
licence for total individual liberty but whilst it 
only takes a few thoughtless individuals to 
powder every hold on an exquisite crag with 
white chalk, to chip holds on a perfect move, 
to hammer bolts every few feet up a classic 
climb or to dump their litter and excrement 
over a well loved and frequented beauty 
spot, it does take hordes to have an impact on 
the huge continent of Antarctica. And yet 
it is quite possible that they will arrive in 
Antarctica like they have arrived in every 
other beautiful mountain area. The solution 
is to educate them to be careful not to 
destroy what they came to admire, not to 
intimidate them with regulations and armed 
Park Rangers. The alternative solution of 
keeping the unspoiled, beautiful mountain 
areas for the rich, powerful and privileged is 
unacceptable and should be thrown out once 
and for all by the whole mountaineering 
community. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA : 

Triumph and Tragedy on Everest S.W. Face 

NEPAL 
Everest (8848ml 
Immense strength, determination 
and ability were displayed by four 
of Czechoslovakia's best alpinists 
this Autumn. They made the first 
alpine style and second ascent of 
the formidable South West Face 
of Everest, first climbed in 1975 
by Chris Bonington's British 
expedition. At 3.00am on 14th of 
October, four men - Josef Just, 
Dusan Becik, Peter Bozik and 
Jaroslav Jasko-set out from their 
camp at 6450m(2) in the Western 
Cwm. They were equipped with 
the inner lining of one tent, two 
sleeping bags, two 40 metre 
climbing ropes, four ice axes, two 
ice hammers, three small 
cameras, one light video camera, 
a cooking stove and gas, food for 
three days, and little else. No one 
else had ever tried to climb this 
face without established camps, 
fixed rope, bottled oxygen and 
Sherpa support. 

After a day they reached 81 00m, 
but on October 15th the gully 
cutting the rock band proved 
more difficult than anticipated 
and took most of the day. After a 
night at 8400m they made the 
long rising traverse. Becik was 
now sick and exhausted, and they 
bivouacked below the South 
Summit. It seems that they 
continued despite Becik's illness 
because they felt they could not 
descend the gully. On October 
17th they headed towards the 
South Summit which all of them 
appear to have reached, and Just 
went to the main summit, arriving 
at 13.40 in the afternoon. The 
others began to descend towards 
the South Col. At 16.00 Just told 
base that he had rejoined Becik 
and Jasko, who ' is lethargic and 
does not want to descend.' 

At 17 .30 Just radioed to say that 
they were all together still at 
around 8300m. Although they felt 
bad and were showing symptoms 
of high altitude sickness they 
continued the descent. By then 
three, including Just, were having 
serious trouble with their eyesight 
because of the effects of having 
been so long at high altitude. This 
was their last radio contact. They 
were never heard from again . 
Americans at the South Col a half 
an hour or so later could see the 
entire route to the South Summit 
but no sign of anyone there. Had 
they fallen through a cornice? 
Were they blown off the ridge and 
down the steep east face into 
Tibet by the fierce winds that 
sprang up that night and 
shredded four tents down at the 
foot of the South West Face? This 
rema ins in doubt. Whatever the 
cause it was a terrible end to one 
of the greatest feats:of m?dern 
alpine style mountaineering. 

As Elizabeth Hawley asks : 'Was 
their climb suicidal? And can a 
climb be described as successful 
if one man does reach the summit 
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but all four die in the descent?' 
Certainly their fate casts a long 

shadow. The authorities in Prague 
reacted with dismay to the deaths 
of four of their aces on Everest 
plus three more Czechoslovakian 
deaths in the same month on two 
other Nepalese peaks. Messages 
reportedly went out from Prague 
not long afterwards to all 
Czechoslovakian climbers around 
the world to stop climbing 
immediately. Perhaps more 
serious is the effect on other 
Czechoslovakian climbers. One, 
who had made a fine ascent of 
Dhaulagiri I earlier in October, 
said his alpine club had lost so 
many of its best, he wondered 
whom he could find in the near 
future to climb with him at such a 
very high standard. 

After the earlier mass media 
French ascent by the Voie 
Ordinaire, there followed the 
substantial success of ascents by 
American women. Stacey Allison, 
a 30 year old building contractor 
from Portland, Oregon, reached 
the summit with Sherpa Pasang 
Gyalzen on September 29th, 
making the first American female 
ascent and the seventh women's 
overall. On October 2nd Peggy 
Joan Luce, a 29 year old Seattle 
bicycle messenger, repeated the 
ascent. Allison had tried before in 
1987 and had begun her 
Himalayan climbing career with 
an all women ascent of Arna 
Dablam in 1982. She had also 
climbed Pik Kommunisma, 
McKinley and in the Andes. Peggy 
Luce was less experienced, with 
mountain experience confined 
principally to the Cascades and 
Olympic Ranges in Washington 
State. Both were members of a 
North West American Everest 
Expedition led by Seattle attorney 
Jim Frush (38). 

The first woman to climb 
Everest was Junko Tabei from 
Japan in 1975, and the first 
European was Wanda Rutkiewicz 
in 1978. More controversial than 
the American women's ascent 
was that of Lydia Bradey. A 27 
year old New Zealand mountain 
guide from Christchurch, Lydia is 
said to have claimed the first 
woman 's ascent without oxygen. 
Her team mates left Base Camp 
on October 14th, the day she 
claims to have reached the top, 
and both they and Spanish 
climbers who met her just below 
the South Summit.and later at the 
South Col cast doubt on her 
ascent. The Spaniards say they 
encountered Lydia Bradey below 
the South Summit as she was 
moving up very slowly on her 
hands and knees; she says she 
was on her feet and going 
reasonably well. in deep steep 
tracks. The timings given by her 
and the Spaniards for her return 
to th.e camp at the South Col are 
rather different. The Spanish 
timing would, if correct, imply 

that she could not have gone all 
the way. 

'It is simply not possible that 
she made the summit,' Rob Hall, 
leader of her New Zealand group 
within the Czechoslovakian 
expedition stated. 'Above 8000 
metres without bottled oxygen, 
people have often suffered from 
hallucinations.' 

Other factors complicated the 
case. She carried no watch and 
had to guess times. Her camera 
was frozen. She was climbing on 
a route for which the New 
Zealanders had no permission 
from the Nepalese government, 
after reaching a high point of 
81 00m on the South Pillar on 
October 12th. Thus she could be 
banned from entering Nepal or 
climbing there, or both, if the 
authorities decide to act. 
Technically the leader can suffer 
the same fate but he died on the 
Czechoslovakian SW Face ascent. 
Miss Bradey gave a written 
statement to the Nepalese 
Government in which she said 
she might have confused the 
South Summit for the main one. 
No one but Lydia Bradey, and 
possibly not even she, may ever 
be sure whether she did or did not 
stand at the highest place on 
earth . Nor should it be forgotten 
how formidable a feat she has 
achieved anyway in coming close 
to the summit without bottled 
oxygen and descending alone, 
whatever the vagaries of 
permission, critics or perception. 

The Spanish climbers who saw 
Lydia Bradey were led by Liu is 
Belvis and first attempted the 
West Ridge. On October 3rd they 
reached 8000 metres, but during 
efforts there one Sherpa was 
killed in an avalanche. On 14th 
October Nil Bohigas, Liu is Ginger, 
Jeronimo Lopez, Ang Rita Sherpa 
and Nima Rita Sherpa reached 
the top, via the South Col Route. 

Several US and US/Canadian 
parties were active but 
unsuccessful on the North side of 
Everest. J. W. Holderfield's group 
reached 5940m on the East Face 
in late September; Courtney 
Skinner's 7700m on the North Col 
and North Ridge about the time 
Barry Blanchard's attempted first 
the face between the North Ridge 
and the NE Ridge, reaching 
8000m, then the North Col and 
North Face, reaching 8400m on 
October 24th. There were also 
three Korean ascents of the South 
Pillar route. On 26th September 
Kim Chang Sun, Um Hang Gill and 
Perna Dorje Sherpa did the route 
and reached the summit, the 82nd 
ascent; on 29th Jang Bong Wan, 
Chang Byoung Ho and Chung 
Seung Kwon repeated the route 
(84th ascent). and on 2nd October 
Nam Sun Woo likewise (87th 
ascent). Also Serge Koenig 
succeeded on the South Col Route 
on October 13th, with Lakpa 
Sonam Sherpa and possibly 
Pasang Temba Sherpa. This 

Lydia Bradey. 
Photo: John Knowles. 

French expedition lost two 
Sherpas who died in falls . 
Lhotse (8516ml 
The Slovak-New Zealand 
expedition led by Ivan Fiala 
succeeded on the regular route. 
After setting up three camps in 
the Western Cwm earlier, on 27th 
September Dusan Becik and 
Joseph Just set off from Camp 3 
(7250m) on September 27th. After 
seven hours they reached 8050m, 
where they bivvied four hours 
before climbing on for eight hours 
mostly by moonlight. They 
reached the summit (8501 m 
according to the new American 
Map) at dawn. No artificial oxygen 
was used. This ascent was the 
precursor of the fateful events on 
their ascent of the South West 
Face of Everest. 

Subsequently four South 
Koreans also succeeded on the 
West Face; Chung-Ho-Jin, Lim 
Hyung-Chil, Park Hee-Dong and 
Pak Quay-Don. Unreported in 
Mountain 124 among Marc 
Batard's many efforts was a late 
but unsuccessful foray on the 
South Face of Lhotse, which 
ended at 6000m on the 25th 
October. 
Lhotse Shar (8400ml 
Bruno Jelk's Swiss party made 
the 6th ascent on October 28th via 
the SE Face. Victor Imboden and 
Henry Willi reached the summit. 
Werner Hof's West German team 
reached 6700m on October 30th. 
Cho Oyu (8201ml 
Apart from seven ascents via the 
West Face and Ridge post 
monsoon, there was a major first 
ascent of the North Face of the 
mountain. A Yugoslav party led 
by Roman Robas (46), a 
mechanical engineer from 
Medvode, Slovenia, made a bold 
ascent of this unattempted wall. 
They made their attempt in 
October and early November. All 
but one member succeeded in 
reaching the top via the North 
Face, which is thought to be 
French TD in standard. Some 
followed a 300m couloir at the top 
oft he face, others traversed to the 
ri~ht and joined the Normal 
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The S.E. Pillar of Annapurna Ill, just to the left of centre. The East Ridge leads off the right edge of the picture. Photo: Andy Perkins. 

(Tichy) Route at about 7900m, and 
one, lztok Tomazin (28) a 
physician from Krize in Slovenia, 
climbed the couloirto the summit 
alone and descended the entire 
Tichy Route in the first traverse of 
Cho Oyu. Noboru Yamada 
(Japan) and three others climbed 
the mountain on November 6. 

Changtse (7553ml (Tibet) 
Arturo Bergamaschi from 
Bologna led a successful 
expedition to Changtse, making 
the first Italian and 5th official 
ascent. 

Dhaulagiri I (8167ml 
A huge Czechoslovak-Italian
Soviet expedition led by Peter 
Schnabl and Jiri Novak from 
Prague climbed two 8000m peaks. 
Zoltan Demjan (33) from 
Bratislava, Juri Moiseev (34) and 
Kazbek Valiev (36), both from 
Alma Ata (USSR), made an alpine 
style climb of the French Pillar on 
the south-west flank. Also they 
went from the top of the pillar to 
the summit, a notable feat . This 
pillar was tried in 1978, 1980 and 
1985 by French and Czech 
climbers with a height of 7500m 
being reached. The 3100m route 
was climbed between September 
28th and October 6th. Most 

difficult is the steep step between 
6800 and 7300m. In one section of 
400 metres there were sections 
regarded as VI plus A2. The 
length, difficulty and good style 
of ascent suggest that this is one 
of the best attainments of the 
year. This is the first time Soviet 
alpinists have been able to climb 
in the Himalaya with a team from 
other nations, or to climb alpine 
style. Has perestroika come to 
Soviet climbing also? 

Zoltan Demjan had climbed 
Lhotse Shar (8346m according to 
the new American map) and 
Everest; Kazbek Valiev has 
climbed Everest by a Soviet route. 
Juri Moiseev did the first winter 
ascent of Pik Lenin in 1988, and 
other winter climbs in the Pamirs. 

Despite a fire that destroyed 
most of their gear en route to the 
mountain, a South Korean team 
made a rapid and successful 
ascent of the normal North Route 
on the world's seventh highest 
peak. Chol Tae Sik and Da Gombu 
Sherpa (who had climbed Cho 
Oyu in September 1988) and 
Wongel Sherpa reached the top 
on November 14th. This 
expedition, led by Cho Chung 
Sool, also reached the north 
summit of Tukuche (6920m) by 

the NW Ridge. South Koreans 
also made the 5th and 6th ascents 
of Dhaulagiri VI (7268m), and the 
8th ascent of Gurja Himal (7193m) 
and Ghustung North (6528m). 

Annapurna 1 (8091ml 
Peter Schnabl's group made an 
ascent by the French Route via 
the West Face. Five camps were 
established and on October 2nd 
three climbers set out from Camp 
5 at 7100m towards the summit. 
At 7800m Dr Jiri Pelikan (36) 
decided to descend while others 
went on to the summit. Jindrich 
Martis and Josef Nezerka reached 
the top, but Dr Pelikan fell from 
around 7600m and was killed. His 
body was found at 5100m and 
buried on the glacier. This was 
the second ascent of this huge 
face. The Dutch Rib on the North 
Face was climbed by Pablo Aldai 
and June Fernando Azcona 
(Spain), but Akihiko Mori and a 
Sherpa companion were hit by a 
serac on the NW Ridge at 5900m 
and killed. 

Jerzy Kukuczka and Artur Hajzer 
did a variation on the East Rib of 
the South Face to the East Ridge, 
going on to make the third ascent 
of the east summit (8026m). This 
was a mixed expedition of five 

Poles, two Ecuadorians, two 
British, one American and an 
Italian. After climbing the East Rib 
to the East Ridge via Glacier Dome 
to make the fourth ascent of the 
east summit on October 16th, 
Ramiro Navarrete, said at 38 to be 
Ecuador's best climber, fell to his 
death on the 17th. Janusz Majer 
had accompanied him on this 
ascent. A Spanish-Argentinian 
expedition tried the North Face 
and reached 7700m on 4th 
October, then withdrew. 

Makalu (8463ml 
As reported in Mountain 125 Rick 
Allen from Aberdeen in Scotland, 
a member of a large team led by 
Doug Scott, was leading at8100m 
at 1 0.00am on October 1st in a 
lightweight push for the summit 
with Alan Hinkes. He was 
avalanched, struck his head and 
fel 1400 metres over a cliff. Despite 
the fall he received relatively 
minor injuries, and Hinkes 
descended to him. They 
descended and were helped by a 
Catalan team on the route to and 
below the Makalu Col (7400m) . 
Though the party aimed to try the 
West Face little seems to have 
been possible there. 

Subsequently a Polish party led 
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by Anna Czerwinska suffered a 
worse loss. Between September 
5th and 25th there was a steady 
build up to the Makalu La, where 
Camp 3 was established. On 
September 28th, Koldo Aldaz, a 
Basque in the team, climbed 
Makalu II. On October 3rd Camp 4 
was established at 7900m by 
Anna Czerwinska, Krystyna 
Palmowska, Tomasz Kopys and 
Ryszard Kolakowski. On the final 
attempt on October 14th 
Kolakowski and Kopys left Camp 
4 at 8.00. Kopys reached the top 
about 19.00 in the evening and in 
descent met Kolakowski still 
going up. Kopys proposed that 
they descend but Kolakowski 
refused and continued. Though 
Kolakowski's headlight was seen 
near the summit from Camp 3, he 
did not return in a night of high 
winds. 

A Mexican member of a Swiss 
led group also reached the top, 
making the 21st ascent on 
October 12th. Carlos Carsolio was 
also helped by the Catalan 
expedition during the descent as 
he developed pulmonary 
oedema. Almost certainly they 
saved his life. Meanwhile others 
of his group reached 7200m on 
the West Pillar on October 11th. 

Doug Scott complained of the 
three parties on the same route 
upon return to Kathmandu -
'There were so many on the 
mountain, the Normal Route was 
like a motorway. It was not my 
idea of Himalayan climbing.' 

A consequence was that two of 
the Catalan attempts ended in the 
rescue of others, a task nobly 
done but which prevented them 
making a serious try on the upper 
section. 

Manaslu (8163ml 
Antoni Lopez's Spanish 
expedition did the thirtieth ascent. 
Juan Agullo and Ang Ongchu 
Sherpa reached the top on 
October 25th. The day before a 
team from Japan led by Hiroshi 
Hori gave up at 7500m. 

Kangchungtse (7678ml 
Joseph Canellas and Francisco 
Zamora of Spain made the 15th 
ascent via the South Ridge on 
September 27th. Several other 
attempts failed. 

Kangchenjunga (8586ml 
Masayuki Unno and Nima Pemba 
Sherpa made the 26th ascent on 
October 17th via the SW Face. 
They were part of a Japanese 
party led by Masaaki Fukushima. 
A Spanish party climbed Yalung 
Kang (8505m), Benantxio lrureta 
making the 14th ascent on 
October 4th. 

Gyachung Kang (7592ml 
A joint South Korean .Nepalese 
group did the SW Ridge, and 
made the 4th ascent on October 
24th. Shim Yeom-Bo, Yeon Hen
Bo, Ang Rinzi Sherpa and Ang 
Dorje Sherpa reached the summit. 
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One member of a Japanese
Nepalese party led by Mitsuo 
Uematsu, to the South Pillarwas 
killed in a fall. 7800m was reached 
(17th October). 

Tilicho (7134) 
Czechoslovakian parties made the 
11th and 12th ascents. Peter 
Gribek and Leo Horka reached the 
top on October 18th, and Ludvik 
Palecek on the 21st. Unfortunately 
two members were killed in a fall. 

Shartse (7459ml 
Here too a (French) party suffered 
an accident. Eric Bourfais, the 
leader, was killed in an avalanche. 

Annapurna 3 (7555ml 
The British party led by Mal Duff 
tried the East Ridge. 6450m was 
reached on October 3rd on this 
long and difficult route. 

Cholatse (6440ml 
Andy Seiters led a US/New 
Zealand expedition of five 
climbers. After an attempt on the 
West Face Seiters and Thomas 
Walter made the sixth ascent of 
the North West Ridge then 
descended the West Face, thereby 
traversing the mountain. 

Pumori (7161ml 
Like Arna Dablam, this is now 
among the popular 'smaller' 
peaks, and it had four post 
monsoon ascents. Sadly Porstein 
Gudjonsson and Kristinn 
Runarsson, both Icelanders from 
Reykjavik, disappeared after 
being seen at 14.00 on October 
18th. They were moving upwards 
at about 6400 metres, went 
behind a serac and were never 
seen again. Spanish, Japanese 
and a mixed group of US and 
Australian climbers made the 
thirty-fifth to thirty-eighth 
ascents. 

Kusum Kangguru (7010ml 
Nick Mason, John Diplock and 
Julian Holmes, with Lhakpa Dorje 
Sherpa, Dawa Nuru Sherpa, Ang 
Jangbu Sherpa and Kami Shering 
Sherpa, made the first ascent of 
the East Face on October 23rd. 
They fixed ropes to 20,000 feet, 
then climbed to the summit with 
one bivouac. There was serious 
danger from rock fall and a 
Sherpa was hit in the face, though 
fortunately without serious injury. 

The expedition took two 
younger climbers who were part 
of a young explorers scheme to 
Mera Peak (6553m). 

INDIA 
Garhwal 
Bhagirathi 2 (6512ml 
A seven member expedition from 
Katowice (Poland) tried the 
unclimbed West Face. Led by 
Krzysztof Wielicki they planned a 
10-12 day alpine style ascent of 
the 1200m face. After climbing 
the lower face fairly easily, the five 
climb·ers were climbinq more 
slowly from the third day on 

Rosanna Manfrini - the first woman to climb Cerro Torre. 
Photo: Bernard Newman. 

difficult ground. On August 31, 
the fifth day, they were hit by 
stonefall, Jan Nowak was killed 
and Wielicki seriously injured. 
They made a 600 metre descent in 
24 hours of abseiling. 

P6038 
A large Bulgarian party claimed 
the first ascent of an unnamed 
peak on October 13. Eight people 
reached the top. The first 
Bulgarian trip to the Indian 
Himalaya included 19 members 
of whom eight reached the top, 
including leader Vasil Gu rev and 
seven other climbers, among 
them three women. 

Saser Kangri I (7672ml & IV 
(7420ml 
Heera Lohia led a 15 member 
civilian team in July, the first non
military party on the mountain. It 
was first climbed by an Indian 
military team via the South Face 
in 1973 and repeated by an lndo
British Army team in 1987 via the 
West Ridge. 

They trekked from Panamik in 
Ladakh setting up a base camp in 
July at 4724 metres. Three camps 
were set up en route to the West 
Ridge at 5395m, 5944m and 
6828m. Beyond Camp 2 the route 
provided difficult rock and ice and 
they suffered from high winds. 
Eight of the fifteen climbers were 
either injured or became ill. 

After several attempts foiled by 

bad weather, Saser 1 and 4 were 
climbed on August 24th, Saser 1 
by Heera, Lavaraju Pasang and 
Sange (senior) and Saser 4 by 
Kripa, Srivastava and Sange 
(junior). This was accomplished 
despite much bad weather. 
Surinder was hit by a rock on the 
forehead and had to have 18 
stitches before evacuation, and 
Lavaraju was badly frostbitten in 
his toes and had to have a finger 
amputated. 

Nepal and the Karakoram -
Summary 1988 
In all 150 expeditions visited these 
areas to climb. Fifteen were in 
Nepal last winter, 25 pre
monsoon and 70 in the 
Karakoram in the summer. Fifty 
climbed post monsoon, trying 28 
summits in Nepal. As yet 
comparable information is not 
available for India and China. 

There were many great 
achievements, but 70 climbers 
died in accidents. Of these 50 died 
in the post monsoon season. 
There were also many serious 
problems for trekkers in India in 
the Autumn; one group died 
when they were trapped by heavy 
snow in Zanskar. 
Paul Nunn 

(Contributors include: Elizabeth 
Hawley, Dan McConnell, H. 
Adams-Carter, Jozef Nyka, Nick 
Mason.) 
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Major New Climb on Cerro Torre 

PATAGONIA 
Fitzroy Region 
Over the last couple of years there 
have been several impressive 
ascents, particularly the 
Yugoslavians on Cerro Torre and 
the Italians on Torre Egger. 

Cerro Torre (3128ml 
Janez Jeglic and Silvo Karo from 
Yugoslavia made arguably the 
most difficult/dangerous big wall 
climb in the world to date when 
they climbed the South Face. 
They started on November 5th 87 
and returned ten times, fixing 
ropes often in appalling weather 
conditions. The route was 
overhanging and included many 
difficult aid pitches, a fair amount 
of loose rock and a lot of objective 
danger. On January 20th 1988 
they finished the climb in 
extremely bad weather, when at 
about 200m under the summit 
they joined the SE Ridge, which 
they descended the next day. 
They graded the route VII, A3/4, 
75 degree ice, 45 rope lengths. 

This is the fourth BIG route the 
pair have taken part in. The other 
routes are : E Face of Fitzroy (83 
Great Dihedral), E Face of Cerro 
Torre (Devils Directissimo 85/86), 
and the SE Face of Torre Egger 
(Psicho Vertical 86). An 
astonishing record! 

The Maestri SE Ridge route 
continues to be popular, the route 
being eased considerably as more 
than half is fixed with rope. Of 
note is the first female ascents in 
early November 1987 first by 
Italian Rosanna Manfrini 
accompanied by Giodani, 
Brighenti and Valentini, then 
three days later by Yugoslavian 
Ines Bozic accompanied by Janez 
Skok. 

Speed ascents of the Maestri 
Route were the order of the day in 
the 87/88 season, with Hans 
Kammerlander (S. Tirol) and 
Wolfgang Mueller (Germany) 
taking 12 hours up and 6 down in 
bad weather. Italians Pedrini and 
Mariani took 12 hours and at a 
veritable snail's pace Spaniards 
Trabado and Portilla with 
Argentinian La Cruz took 14 
hours. The controversy over the 
first ascent seems long forgotten. 

A trend has emerged over the 
last few years in that the climbing 
season is getting much earlier, in 
fact New Zealand climbers 
Russell Braddock and Nick 
Craddock repeated the Maestri 
Route on October 15th 1987 when 
they encountered exceptionally 
fine but cold weather. 

Torre Egger (2750ml 
One of the most impressive 
achievements of the good 
Patagonian summer of 87/88 was 
the first ascent of the 1 000m East 
Pillar. The 31 pitch route was 
made between November 3rd and 
5th 87 by the Italians Giarolli and 
Orlandi . The route was called 
'Titanic' and graded IV, A2 with 

bolts. The route follows the pillar 
to the left of the ice basin with 
particularly steep climbing on the 
ice formations on the last 100m. 

Fitzroy 
In October 87 the New Zealand 
pair, Braddock and Craddock 
repeated the Super Couloirthen 
traversed the peak and descended 
the American Route. 

At the beginning of November 
87 Brenner and Silvia Fitzpatrick 
from Argentina climbed the 
Argentinian Route. This is the 
second ascent of the mountain by 
a woman, the first being in 1978 
by S. African Drushke who 
climbed the American Route. 
Fernandez (Spain), Mariani 
(Swiss) and Pawlowski (Poland) 
repeated the Argentinian Route in 
two days reaching the summit on 
December 20th 87, 

Poincenot (3036ml 
On December 22nd 87 Fernandez, 
Mariani and Pawlowski repeated 
the original route in 11 hours. 

Aguja St Exupery (2680m) 
Italians Valentini and Giordani 
made the first ascent of the Wface 
by a difficult grade VII rock route 
in the 87/88 season. 

Cerro Nato (2080m) 
Italians Brighenti and Rampini 
climbed the 950m SSE pillar on 
the 4th November grading it TD 
inf with 75 degree ice. 

Torre del Mocho (1980ml 
On October 28 1987 Rampini, 
Venzo and Malgarotto (Italian) 
climbed a new route via the 400m 
East pillar (VII) in 7 hours. 

SAN LORENZO GROUP 
Cerro dos Picos (2275ml 
Brighenti and Rampini climbed 
the 850m south face by an ice 
route of D difficulty on November 
21st 1987. 

PAINE 
Torre Norte and Sur 
During the southern winter of 
1987 the Italians Leonardi and 
Manica completed the first winter 
ascents ofthe two main towers of 
the Paine Group. On June 28th 
they reached the top of Torre 
Norte via the Monzino Route. 
Afterwards they moved to Torre 
Sur; using an igloo at the foot of 
the tower they prepared 200m of 
the Aste Route. The final ascent 
was made on July 10th-11th. 
During the 40 days of their stay in 
the area they enjoyed(?) only 
three full days of good weather. 
The normal weather was high 
winds with intense cold but 
thankfully little snow. 

In mid January 1988 a 
Y_u1ioslavian team failed on a very 
difficult rock route on the virgin 
W Face of Cerro Norte. They were 
beaten back by severe storms 
200m from the summit. 

The remarkable new Yugoslavian Route (solid line) on the South 
Face of Cerro Torre. (The Maestri Route is the dashed line.) 
Photo: Franci Savenc. 

BOLIVIA 
CORDILLERA REAL 
A six member Polish group 
accomplished 11 alpine style 
ascents in this range. Three were 
new routes. 

lllampu (6372ml 
A new route via the left side of the 
South Face with ice up to 60 
degrees was climbed by Marczak 
and Zmurko between June 16th 
and 17th 1986. 

Aukana (6205ml 
A 50 degree ice route on the West 
Face was done by Badzynski, 
Marczak, Pierzynski and Zmurko 
on July 12th 1986. 

Hancopiti (6055ml 
Koszelak and Wesolek climbed 
the central part of the NW Face 
with the ice up to 60 degrees and 
rock ofV+, A 1 on June 13th 1986. 
Brian Hall 

CORDILLERA HUAYHUASH 
The British Siula Chico Expedition 

Members of the above 
expedition, Brian Barker/ Gary 
Kinsey and Jonathan Preston, 
recently returned after four weeks 
in the remote southern end of the 
Cordillera Huayhuash in the 

Peruvian Andes. The team failed 
in its main objective, the difficult 
unclimbed West Face of Siu la 
Chico (6,265ml being hampered 
by persistent bad weather and ill 
health while starting up the route. 

The first ascent of the West Face 
of Juran 'D' (5,674ml was made 
on 19th June by Brian Barker and 
Jonathan Preston. This involved 
15 pitches of steep ice climbing, 
Scottish grade 3 and 4, with one 
long vertical pitch of grade 5 ice. 
An open bivouac beneath the 
summit cornice preceded an 
abseil descent down the line of 
ascent. Overall grade ED (alpine). 

Kinsey and Preston attempted 
an unclimbed line on the West 
Face of Trapecio (5,653ml 
retreating two pitches from the 
top on soft snow and in 
diminishing light. 

Finally, Barker and Preston 
climbed half of the West Face of 
Sarapo (6, 143m) by the light of 
the full moon, before being forced 
back down the route by a 
prolonged snowstorm. 

Other exciting moments 
included Gary Kinsey coming face 
to face with the local communist 
guerillas while searching for an 
arriero. Fortunately all they 
wanted to do was discuss politics! 
Jonathan Preston 
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Melbourne Area 
Mount Erica Rocks. This extensive 
boulder field is set amongst 
magnificent alpine forest on the 
Baw Baw plateau, about two 
hours' drive from Melbourne. 
Clean high quality granite has 
guaranteed plenty of 
development over the last 
eighteen months or so. 

Geoff Butcher led one of the 
best routes in the area when he 
completed the sustained, th in 
arete Tall Order (22). Nearby he 
climbed another sweeping arete 
complete with its beached marlin 
finish, Anemic Suntan (21 ). On 
the same block Glenn Tempest 
led a ferocious blank looking wall 
to create Centre Spread (24). 

Tempest then went on to climb 
some of the harder routes in the 
area with a variety of partners. 
The wide overhung crack line on 
the trackside pinnacle was solved 
at grade 22 and aptly named 
Marathon Man. Tempest also led 
a steep arete on the same boulder 
after tearing a tendon on the lead : 
Baggy Pockets (23) . Three bolts 
and not as many holds are the 
main features on the unlikely slab 
Mr Clean (25) on the Mr Clean 
boulder. The arete immediately 
to its right was solved along with 
its bold start and called Chimps 
on Tour (24). 

One of the better routes in the 
area climbs a prominent 
technically difficult steep-arete : 
Harry Ramsden (22) was finally 
led with its single runner at half 
height. Unfortunately the climb 
was vandalised soon afterwards 
when the initial flake was levered 
off the wall, possibly by a 
disgruntled climber. 

Amongst Cuba Rocks Richard 
Smith straightened out the 
established classic Take Me To 
Cuba by slapping his way up the 
unlikely Take Me to Cuba Now Or 
I'll Blow This Thing Sky High (22). 

Tempest and Smith teamed up 
to climb a trying slab climb next 
to the walking track called Palm 
Beach (23). They also added a 
superb steep face route, 
Reganomics (23), right of the 
popular Reaching for Rounds. 
Also amongst the central 
boulders, Stephen Hamilton 
climbed Tin Pan Alley Direct(2U a 
thin slab climb. 

Another suprisingly good crag 
was recently discovered close to 
Melbourne: Sunset Strip now has 
almost twenty five routes with 
potential for at least as many 
again . Big overhangs dominate 
the orange sandstone cliffline and 
most ofthe climbs tend to involve 
plenty of upside down bucket 
pulls! Geoff Butcher and Graeme 
Hoxley have been busily knocking 
off the classics. The best so far is 
Butcher's outstanding roof climb 
Gift of the Gab (22). This 
spectacular route was repeated 
within the hour and looks set to 
become an overnight classic. 
Butcher also added two excellent 
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Wayne Thompson making the second ascent of Two Way Stretch (22), at Ten Fathom Ridge near Melbourne. 
Photo: Glenn Tempest. 

overhangs to the lower tier: Face 
Shots and Fingerlocks (20) and 
the reachy Get Ready Set Suffer 
(22). On the same tier Glenn 
Tempest solved the left leading 
crack to complete Old Peculiar 
(21 ), and the strenuous roof left of 
Gift of the Gab to give The 
Taxman (21 ). Nearby Tempest 
also breached the upper tiers with 
Cut the Crap (21 ). The start to 
Lanky Cop Goes to Club Med (21) 
was ffnallyfinished off by Butcher 
to complete the last of the main 

routes on the upper tier. 
Not far from Sunset Strip is 

another steep sandstone 
escarpment called Ten Fathom 
Ridge. First climbed on some ten 
years ago it wasn't until Glenn 
Tempest rediscovered the main 
30m upper wall that its true worth 
has become apparent. The left 
hand weakness is now Naked Ape 
(21) and finishes with an excellent 
diagonal hand traverse; the right 
side of the wall revealed a classic 
quality wall climb - Two Way 

Stretch (22), but by far the best is 
the line up the wall in between: 
Old Men and Overcoats (24) . 
Glenn Tempest 

(Glenn Tempest and Richard 
Smith have now completed the 
guidebook to Melbourne's local 
crags (on the eastern side of the 
city). This is the first guidebook to 
cover the area in over fifteen 
years!) 
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Top Climbers in Environment Demo 

THE ALPS- SUMMER 
SEASON 
1988 was a great summer for 
climbers, hot with a lot of 
sunshine. As for ice climbers, they 
had a beano up to mid-July when 
big routes like the Walker Spur on 
the north face of the Gran des 
Jorasses started getting really 
crowded. Some good big routes 
were put up this summer on high 
and/or difficult epic faces, 
emphasising a return this year to 
exploratory alpinism, a sport 
threatened with extinction. We 
are particularly referring here to 
routes put up on the South Face 
of the Fou, the North Face of the 
Eiger or even on the south and 
east sides of the Grandes 
Jorasses. 

Of political interest was the 
symbolic demonstration, by the 
Mountain Wilderness 
environmental group against the 
existence of the Vallee Blanche 
teleherique. Reinhold Messner, 
Alessandro Gogna and Roland 
Lasso managed to hang a banner 
from one of the cables, wit h the 
assistance of Patrick Gabarrou, 
Michel Piola and Frani;:ois 
Labande. 

Mountain Wilderness was set 
up a year ago to defend the last 
free places on the planet, and to 
stimulate awareness of mountain 
users to ecological problems. A 
committee of 21 famous climbers 
has been gathered to set out the 
organisation's aims and to 
establish working parties. The 
team comprises : Bernard Amy, 
Chris Bonington, Jim Bridwell, 
Kurt Diemberger, J. L. Fonrouge, 
Patrick Gabarrou, Richard 
Goedecke, Alessandro Gogna, 
John Hunt, Jerzy Kukuczka, 
Hamish Macinnes, Reinhold 
Messner, Pat Morrow, Jiri Novak, 
R. Osio, C. A. Pinelli, Michel Piola, 
Jordi Pons, Wanda Rutkiewicz, 
Harun Tazieff and Lito Tejada 
Flores. 

The preoccupation with speed 
ascents of Mont Blanc continues. 
Twenty years ago, Secretan and 
Bourgeois were up an'd down in 8 
hours 46 minutes with traditional 
A lpine gear. This summer several 
'fell runners' pared the time down 
considerably until Laurent 
Smaghe set the current record at 
5h 29m 30s. Time lost no doubt 
crossing the main road into 
Cham on ix. 

Linked Climbs and Ice Climbs 
Mont Blanc 
A highly successful start to the 
summer for Patrick Gabarrou with 
a series of linked routes climbed 
in five days. The first stage on 
Friday 15th July comprised the 
Migot Spur on the Aiguille du 
Chardonnet, the North Faceofthe 
Aiguille d'Argentiere, the Swiss 
Route on Les Courtes and the 
North Cou/oiron the Aiguille de 
Talefre. Then a return to the 
Leschaux hut for a dawn start on 
Saturday 16th for the Shroud on 

the Grandes Jorasses. A rest day 
on Sunday 17th due to poor 
weather forecast but especially 
due to unavailability of media 
coverage. A climb upto the Torino 
hut on Monday 18th and finally 
on Tuesday 19th ascent of the 
North Face of the Tour Ronde and 
BoivinNallericant Couloir on the 
Pi lier D'Angle, then the summit of 
Mont Blanc and return via the 
Domes de Miages to Les 
Contamines. 

Link up between the faces was 
on foot, but a helicopter was used 
for media coverage ('minimum 
use' according to Patrick) and a 
walkie-talkie in case of any 
hitches. Congratulations for 
setting a good example by 
wearing a helmet in the ice 
gulleys. 

Aiguille Du Midi - North Face 
The three big seracs on the north 
face were climbed this summer 
by Frani;:ois Damilano 
accompanied by various teams; 
guaranteed ambience, not for 
those of a nervous disposition .. . 

Sorbet Citrouille by Frani;:ois 
Damilano and Thierry Olive on 
31st July. Direct ascent of the 
serac right under the cable car, 
access from the Seigneur Spur 
then a diagonal line across the ice. 

Horace Bby Frani;:ois Dami la no, 
Remy Heintz and Jean-Pierre 
Maurus on 28th July. Direct 
ascent of big serac to the left of 
the Frendo Spur, the last 50 
metres all leaning out. 

Kali Fragili by Frani;:ois 
Damilano and Jean-Luc Vanacher 
on 19th July. Direct ascent of the 
Col du Plan serac, the first three 
pitches vertical with overhanging 
sections. 

Rock Routes - Entire Routes Put 
Up From The Ground 
Clocher Du Tacul - East Face of 
Pilier Rouge 
II Pifferaio di Spits (200m EDinf) 
was climbed by Gian Carlo Grassi 
and Sandro Rossi on 28th July on 
the east face. It follows Conflitto 
Finale (Grassi/Meneghin 1985) 
for two pitches then runs parallel. 
The two climbers reported a 
recent unknown route in this area 
(in addition to the aforementioned 
routes), the Boivin/Alexandre 80 
and L'lvresse des Latitudes 
(Armand/Piola 85). 

Chandelle du Tacul - South-East 
Face 
Cutting across the beautiful 
Bonatti-Galienni classic route 
(1960), Michel Piola and Pascal 
Strappazzon put up Tabou (220m 
EDinf, 6b minimum). It starts left 
on the Bonatti route; the crux on 
the 3rd pitch (7a) [all grades 
French] was re-equipped on the 
descent so it would come into line 
with the minimum grading for the 
route as a whole. 

Grand Capucin - East Face 
Echo des A/pages by Frani;:ois 
Burnier, Gerard Long, Rene 

Robert and Romain Vogler is only 
independent for the first 3 pitches 
(starts to the right of L'Elixir 
d'Astaroth). The following 8 
pitches above the break take in 
several routes (re-equipping them 
without consulting the first 
ascensionists): Flagrant De/ire (2 
pitches), La Voie Lecea (4 pitches), 
L 'Elixir d 'Astaroth (2 pitches) . 
Grades vary between 5+/6a and 
7a. 

Note another route, Po
Eticomania, which had not been 
reported to date, established from 
the top by an Italian team, Fabio 
Delizi and Enrico Jovane, in 1986, 
between L'Elixir and the Bonatti. 

Pointe Adolphe Rey - South Face 
Total Plookby Bruno Cormier and 
Romain Vogler, climbed in July 
on the left of Corsaire (Remy 86). 
A really beautiful route graded 
between 6b/6c+. 

Pointe Lachenal - California 
Sector (left of Martinetti Pillar) 
Haut et Court (6c+) by Gerard 
Long and Romain Vogler, consists 
of flakes and Dulfers on the steep 
wall. 

Consequence Photo (6c), 
started by Michel Piola and 
Romain Vogler in 1985, and 
finished by Romain in the 
company of Catherine Destivelle 
this year: cracks of varying sizes. 

(In 1987, in the same area: 
Crackodile Dundee (7b) partially 
including the Martinette Pillar; El 
Capone (6a+); Harlem de Nuit 
(6c) .) 

Pointe Lachenal - East Face 
Mine de Rien (6c+) by Gerard 
Long and Roma in Vogler, on the 
left of the wall: starts up L'Age 
Dort (see Routes Climbed with 
Prior Inspection) (in 1987 in the 
same area: Dallas Texas (6b) , Or 
Or(6c+). 
Grandes Jorasses - South East 
Side of the Tour Des Jorasses 
This immense granite tower, 
450m high on the Italian side, has 
an alpine approach (crevassed 
glacier at the end of the season, 
4h walk from Planpincieux, with 
the possibility of sleeping at the 
Boccalate hut) . 

Only one route here was 
climbed relatively often up till 
now, the Calcagno/Cerutil 
Machetto Diedre (1970) 

On the right, the slabs and 
overhangs have given birth to 
Etoiles Fi/antes (ABO inf, 450m 6c 
obligatory); climbed by Daniel 
Anker, Michel Piola and Pascal 
Strappazzon on 12th and 13th 
August. 

This magnificent 14 pitch route, 
at times impressive, is a sustained 
climb with two key sections (6c+) 
one on the"Slab, the other up 
cracks. 57 1 Om m bolts in situ. 
Double up on no. 2 Friends for the 
10 pitch. , 

Grandes Jorasses - East Face 
Three routes had been 
established up to this summer on 

the beautiful high-altitude face to 
the left of the Hirondelles Ridge, 
above the Frebouze glacier. The 
well defined pillar bordering it on 
the left was climbed on 7th and 
8th August by Enrico Rosso and 
Paolo Cavagnetto, who graded 
this beautiful line ED (6b/A2) - a 
total height of 750m with 500m of 
actual difficulties on rock. 

Aiguille Du Midi - 'Cosmiques' 
Spur and Ridge 
The Cosmiques Spur is covered 
in a t ight network of routes -those 
to the right of of the clasic 
Rebuffat Route are not 
recommended due to the 
proximity of the power supply 
cables for the Aiguille du Midi 
(15000 volts, the central cable 
having been damaged, moreover, 
this summer, probably by a rock 
fall, and since repaired). 

Gerard Hopfgartner and Michel 
Pio la did a new route to the left of 
L 'Affaire Electra (7a+ ), which is a 
rather broken route but on the 
other hand has a very pleasant 
finish on the Cosmic Arete at the 
final shoulder. 

Aiguille Du Plan - East Face 
Pierre Favre, Nicolas Janel and 
Jeef Lemoine put up Ne Tirez pas 
Sur le D. T.N. (500m TD), on the 
left flank of the Ryan Ridge - the 
climbing is not very sustained but 
has a few good slab pitches. Note 
that there is a route put up by 
Rebuffat/Vaucher in the same 
area. 

Pointe De Lepiney - East Face 
The beautiful compact slabs on 
the lower part of the east spur 
already have quite a few good, 
well known routes (e.g. Securite 
Li be rte, Les Vacances de M. Hu lot) 
to which two new routes have 
been added this season: 

The Belgian climbers Claude 
Lorenzi and Pierre Masschelein 
started up the ridge o'h the lowest, 
steepest section, under the roofs, 
coming out and finishing at the 
9th belay Vacances de M. Hulot. 
In response to Folies Belgeres 
they have called their route Nous 
on aime . . . a la Folie! (7b 
equipped with 15 bolts). 

Daniel Anker, Michel Piola and 
Pascal Strappazzon sacrificed 61 
bolts to put up a new route right 
of Securite Liberte - a 14 pitch 
route (5 more if you go on to the 
summit), called Je t'ai Conquis, 
Je t'adore . .. (6b obligatory, one 
6c or AO move, 450m). It was 
already climbed by over 20 parties 
this summer! 

Aiguille De Roe - South Face 
Desperado by Daniel Piola and 
Michel Piola in August, on the 
pillar to the right ofthe face. 10 
pitches, EDinf, 6c, 6b obligatory. 

Aiguille De Fou - South Face 
Les Ailes du Desir left of the 
American Route is a 'flight' of free 
and aid climbing put up by Pascal 
Colas and Philippe Grenier on 19/ 
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20/21 June (300m, ABO, 6a/b and 
A2). This particularly steep route 
has been repeated often this 
summer ... in descent; this is, in 
fact, the best existing abseil 
descent from the Aiguille du Fou 
(50m ropes essential). 
Tour Verte - South-East Face 
Left of the summit is a wide crack 
clearly visible from the Plan de 
l'Aiguille hut. Thinking about it 
over a mug of tea it seemed 
attractive, but tu med out to be 
really dull and mossy on closer 
inspection. The route was put up 
by Gerard Hopgartner, Daniel 
Anker, Michel Piola and Pascal 
Strappazzon on 12th July. It is not 
recommended. (Prelude pour un 
Jardinier 6b+ ). 

In 1987, Michel Piola and Pascal 
Strappazzon started to put up a 
route up the double crack on the 
South Face. Christopher Barrat 
and Dana Hause completed it on 
14th July, calling it A l'Heritierde 
Pio/a (AO, 6b). 
Grands Charmoz - First Point -
North-East Ridge 
The lines and cracks just to the left 
ofthe large died re of the face were 
climbed by Nicolas D'Albrand and 
Olivier Ratheaux on 12th August 
(300m TD) 
Aiguille Des Pelerins - Point 
2817m - South-East Ridge 
This point is in fact the first 
shoulder of the Grater Ridg£,. 
Thierry Renault and Olivier 
Ratheaux put up a a beautiful 
160m route, Les Faux Cons (ED). 
Flammes de Pierre - South Side 
On 5th July, Claude Carli, Jean
Paul Chassagne and Gabriel 
Martinez discovered a new line, 7 
pitches, left of the Busard, Vous 
Avez Dit Busard?The climb, Les 
Flammes du Desir is graded TD 
Grand Dru - South Face 
To the right of the Pi/lier du 
Trident (Collangettes/Frachon 
1978), Pascal Colas and Philippe 
Grenier put up So/eil Nair (450m, 
TDsup, not equipped). 15 pitches 
with difficulties ranging from 4 to 
6a and one A 1 move. 
Point 3014m of L'Eveque 
Laissez l'Eveche (200m, TDsup) -
a very beautiful, uniform slab 
route - was climbed by Thierry 
Renault and Olivier Ratheaux on 
6th August. It is only 15 mins from 
the Chapoura hut. 

Point 3064m of South-West Ridge 
of the Moine 
The West Ridge was climbed by 
Thierry Renault and Olivier 
Ratheaux on 5th August (EDinf, 
280m, partially equipped). 

Point 2940m of the Aiguille Pierre 
A Joseph 
Two new modern routes were 
established this summer on this 
300m facet - excellent granite, 
facing due west in a magnificent 
position: 

Dame Marmotte fait des 
Siennes (EDinf, 6b, 6a+ 
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obligatory), on the left of the face, 
cuts across and follows one pitch 
of the Escaliers (1984). The route 
is interesting and varied (Michel 
Piola and Pascal Strappazzon, 
20th July). 

Nomchalence d'lguane (ED, 
6c+ 6b minimum) is situated in 
the central part of the face, right 
of the preceding route (Michel 
Piola and Pascal Strappazzon, 18/ 
19 July). Note at least two other 
routes in the area using the most 
obvious crack systems On a pas 
des Metiers Faciles 1984 and 
Engelman/Mattei/Ancey/Comte 
1966). 
Aiguille de Praz Torrent 
Andy Parkin and Laurence 
Gouault improved the Voie des 
Dalles (Loigeot/Ravanel 1973) by 
taking a direct line for 3 pitches, 
graded 6b, called Dib Dib - Dab 
Dab 
Vallon D'Emosson - Barre Du 
Passet 
Last year, Olivier Ratheaux put up 
several routes (from the top) on 
the small rocky cliff along the path 
from Barberine to the Emosson 
dam (40min on foot from 
Barberine) . This year Xavier 
Carra rd and Michel Piola put up 
La Saga des Blanchards (60m, 
6b+ minimum) between JR and 
Bobby. 

Rock Routes - Other Massifs -
Entire Routes Put Up From The 
Ground 
Pie Du Midi D'Ossau 
425m, EDsup, 7a/b and 6b 
minimum ... such is the 
description of Passagers 
Clandestins by Pierre-Jean 
Prada lier, Joan-Carles Grisu and 
Philippe de Gel is. Sustained for 9 
pitches. 

Eiger - North Face 
A very active summer on the 
North face, almost certainly due 
in part to the celebration of the 
50th anniversary of the first 
ascent of the North Face by the 
original route (HeckmairNiirg/ 
Kasparek/Harrer 1938): some 
days saw close to 10 parties on 
the Original Route, and at the 
same time three different parties 
on the right side putting up (or 
rather, thinking they were putting 
up) new routes. 

On 5/6/7 August, Daniel Anker 
and Michel Piola put up a new, 
difficult and committing route 
between Portes de Chaos (1979) 
and Diedre Nord (1981 ). A 
completely free climb (6c) 
inserting itself into this section of 
the face - leaning quite far out in 
places - (problems getting back 
down from the second day), and 
the only section of the North face 
of the Eiger never receiving any 
sun, at anytime of the day or year. 
(La Sanction ED, 1000ml. 

The two climbers passed an 
Indonesian expedition climbing 
in the same area using a 
considerable amount of gear (6 

climbers, advanced camps, fixed 
ropes), also establishing a new 
route - they had been there for a 
few weeks already. In fact their 
fixed ropes followed the exact line 
of Diedre Nord (which D. Anker 
knew well from having made the 
first solo ascent). 

On 6th August they also saw a 
party of two, looking very 
efficient, starting just to the right 
of Directissime-Ghilini/Piola 
(1983), almost certainly attempting 
a new route on the pillar 
separating this route from the 
Diedre Nord. Contact was alas 
impossible (unidentifiable foreign 
language), so we are awaiting the 
report of this (probable) new 
route with interest. 

Finally, at the end of August, 
Daniel Anker and Michel Gruber 
put up a new route of 7 pitches 
(6a+, 6b obligatory) on the 
western extension of the North 
Face (between the West Ridge 
and the F. Knez Route). The 
situation is slightly less severe 
than on the North Face proper but 
the sun is still remarkably 
discreet. 

Kingspitz - North-East Face 
The North-East Face of the 
Kingspitz, in the Bernese Alps 
(Engel horner Group), is one of the 
most attractive rock climbs in the 
Alps. On busy days there can be 
as many as a dozen parties 
climbing the classic 1937 route 
(Luthy/Steuri/Haidegger, 550m 
5/A0), a long, beautiful limestone 
route. Daniel Anker and Michel 
Piola put up Stumpfkonig ('King 
ofTrumps' ED, 6b+, 6b minimum) 
directly under the summit, a route 
offering superb slab selections, 
but also some flaky limestone 
which must be treated with 
caution. There is a 'big wall' 
ambience more reminiscent of 
the Dolomites than today's 
training crags. 

Rock Routes - Mont Blanc Massif 
- Climbed from Above 
Pointe Lachenal - East Face 
L'Age Dort (7a) by Gerard Long 
and Romain Vogler, on the left 
extremity of the face. 

Pointe Lachenal - California 
Sector 
Rape Qui Peut (6c) by Romain 
Vogler, a variation on Harlem 
Desir. 

Aiguille Du Midi - South-West 
Face 
Romain Vogler equipped Ouand 
Yannick s'en Mele, 5 pitches 
between Fou de L 'Aiguille and 
Mazeaud. 

Rumour has it in Chamonix that 
this summer the first Ba of the 
massif was brewing near the 
Aiguille du Midi, climbed with 
prior inspection of course, but for 
once not involving Romain Vogler 
. . . to be continued! 
Correspondents: Nadege Chable 
and Michel Pio/a 

BRITISH ISLES • 

Dennis Gray To Leave BMC 
The announcement that Dennis 
Gray has resigned from his post 
as General Secretary of the British 
Mountaineering Council, effective 
from June '89, marks the end of 
an era iri British Climbing. Gray 
(53), came to the BMC in January 
1972 as National Officer, at a time 
when the organisation was 
'creaking' under the burden of 
demands from, amongst others, 
the Mountain Training Board, to 
establish a more efficient 
bureaucratic base to handle 
mountaineering affairs. 

The original concept of merely 
a training officer was broadened 
to that of National Officer, and just 
as well, for it was soon realised 
that the main roles of the BMC 
would be to defend access to 
climbing areas, monitor and 
advise on the growing numbers 
of climbing walls and provide 
essential services, such as 
insurance, to the climbing 
fraternity. 

The main turnaround for the 
BMC was to wrest control from 
the elite 'Ivy League' of 
predominantly Southern based 
clubs (CC, FRCC, MAM, AC) and 
to restructure the Council on a 
broad base of regional 
committees with input from local 
clubs and individual climbers. 

The new order was rapidly put 
to the test in the now legendary 
confrontation with the 
Educationalists (who had been in 
the process of carving up the 
climbing world for their own 
ends), following the findings of 
the Hunt Committee, which 
recommended that bona fide 
activists should control mountain 
training schemes and 
certification. The Educationalists 
were understandably loth to give 
up control and the screws were 
put on the BMC to the extent that 
Sports Council Grants were 
withdrawn and office staff had to 
face the bailiffs! Arbitration via an 
Alpine Club tribunal eventually 
led to compromise and an uneasy 
truce. 

Dennis Gray leaves at a time 
when the BMC is faced with 
colossal problems, not least of 
which is.that of access following 
the privatisation of the Water 
Authorities, and the whole 
unsavoury business of climbing 
competitions, which the BMC 
decided to try and control rather 
than have non-climbers control it 
for them. 

Speculation is now rife as to 
who will replace him. A younger 
person certainly, says Gray, an 
active climber ideally, with a 
business or academic 
background. 

Whatever, it will take a pretty 
special kind of person to replace 
Dennis . 

Bernard Newman 



Dennis Gray To Leave BMC 

Dennis Gray. 
Photo: BMC Collection. 

LAKE DISTRICT 
This is not a comprehensive 
report on every new line that was 
climbed last summer, but a wide 
selection to indicate the healthy 
pace of activity in the Lakes. 
Appologies to those whose 
efforts I have omitted. 

Borrowdale 
Paul Ingham and Ian Cummings 
have added an E6 6c to 
Bowderstone Crag, linking up the 
start of Hells Walland the finish of 
De Quincy. On the same crag, 
R. Norman and R. Henderson 
climbed the crack and scoop left 
of Fleur de Lysto give Just and So 
(V.S.). On Black Crag, Kit 
Wilkinson and Stuart Miller free 
climbed the old aid route D. T. 'sat 
E3 6a, which is a surprisingly low 
grade for such a well -known 
problem. Bob S.mith and John 
Earl had a hard day at Greatend 
Crag when they added three 
routes (two E5's and an E4) to the 
steep wall to the left of the large 
dripping cave near the foot of the 
crag. Down at Lanstrath, 
Wilkinson followed Stuart 
Holmes on Flexible Friends(E2 5c) 
up the centre ofthe upper wall of 
Cam Crag. Paul Ross marked his 
welcome return from the States 
with a youthful ascent of Prodigal 
Son (E1 5b) to the right of the 
glaciated slab in Combe Ghyll. It is 
something like 22 years since Paul 
last pioneered a route in 
Borrowdale! Across on Raven 
Crag, Pete Hirst, G. Spersely and 
Ray McHaffie added Geometer 
(VS) to the wall right of the dirty 
gully left of Ludo and Easy Street 
(MVS) takes the wall on the left
this is claimed in all modesty to be 
the best route of its grade to be 
climbed in Borrowdale for a 
decade! On the Pedestal Wall 
Area of Gillercome Buttress, Tom 
Walkington and Steve Hubball 
added several lines varying 
between HVS and E5. The best 
ones are The Wizard of Oz (E5 6b) 
up the wal I to the left of the 

chimney, and The Third Man and 
Citizen Kane (both E3 5c/6a) which 
take the fine wall to the right. 

Buttermere and Eastern Fells 
Steve Reid and A. Wightman 
climbed Anniversary Crack and 
Journey Before Dawn (both VS) 
on the small crag above the left of 
High Crag in Buttermere. In 
Newlands, Phil I Morris and Dave 
Liddiman added Space Rats in 
Grey (E2 5c, 4b) to the slabs 
between Pinnacle Wall and 
Brandy Wine on Grey Buttress. 
Over to the mighty Dove Crag 
now, where Martin Berzins and 
partner (sorry, but I've lost the 
beer mat with the information on 
it!) [Al Manson actually- Ed.] 
established a second line near 
Bucket City ca I led Beyond the Pail 
at E6 6b (or was it?) [Yes.] 
However, Rick Graham and Paul 
Ingham climbed the steep crack 
right of explosion to give 
Yorkshire Pudding at E3 5c, 
thereby regaining a bit of 
Cumbrian pride . .. or should I say 
Hartlepool pride? 
Scafell, Dow and Eskdale 
The last aid point left on Scafell 
Crag was removed from Harvest 
by Al Phizacklea and Bob 
Wightman during the dry weather 
to give it a grade of E1 6a. On the 
Eskdale side of Scafell Pike, 
Phizacklea and Bill Birkett added 
four lines to Chamber's Crag, a 
steep 90 foot wall tucked away at 
the head of Little Narrowcave. The 
obvious corner on the left-hand 
side of the main wall became 
Torture Chambers, its benign 
appearance hiding an E4 6a bite! 
The hairline crack on the left ofthe 
wal I gave Chamber of Horror (E4 
6a) and the two cracks on the right 
were both E2 5c. Luke Steer and 
Phizacklea climbed the centre of 
the slab by wall 100 metres right of 
the crag to give Supertrundle (E2 
5b, 5a). On Esk Buttress 
Phizacklea added Alehouse Rock 
(E3 6a) up the wall between 
Gargoyle Groove and Gargoyle 
Direct, finishing right of the large 
capping block. He also climbed 
two hard lines on Dow Crag; the 
flake left of Abraxas was climbed 
with Steve Carruthers to give 
Abracadabra (E4 5a, 6b, 5b, 5b) 
and, Rob Knight followed up 
Genocide (E3 6b, 5b) which is a 
left-hand variation to Holocaust. 

The true potential of Black Hole 
(or Cathedral) Quarry was shown 
when Martin Dale and R. Kirby 
climbed Dark/ands (E3/4 5c) which 
wanders through the overhangs 
right of Brookes' line Ring Piece 
Activist(Ugh! terrible name!) and 
further right, up even steeper 
rock, Dave Bates and Tom 
Walkington added Turbulent 
Beast(E5, 6b, 6a). Walkington also 
climbed More Come and Rise (E4 
6b/c) which is a direct line up 
Tuxedo Junction in Tilberthwaite 
Quarry. In the same quarry is a 
hard bridging problem up a sole
slicing razor-edged flake right of 

Megabyte by Dave Green (who 
now needs some new boots!) at 
E56b. 

Down in the Duddon Valley, 
Phizacklea climbed a couple of 
routes on the upper wall of Great 
Blake Rigg; Just Good Friends (E2 
5c) takes the obvious central flake 
and The Lutine Bell(E4 6a) tackles 
the thin crack to its right. He also 
added Satyriasis (E4 6a) to the 
right of Lagonda on Far Hill Crag 
with Brian McKinley. Hardknott 
Crag was further developed when 
Phizacklea and Jaysen Metcalfe 
climbed the arete left of 
Powerglide at E3 6a, and 
Extrusion (E2 5c) which is a 
counter-line to Intrusion. 
Phizacklea returned with Henry 
Buxton and added Sassafras (E2 
5c) up the grooved arete right of 
Earl Boethar, along with Hankey 
Bannister which climbs a pod 
directly into the main groove of 
Brantrake and a thin crack out 
right to finish at E4 6a. Over on 
Demming Crag Phizacklea and 
Andrew Brewerton established 
several routes, the best being A 
Thin Wind (E2 6a) up the right
hand ofthetwin cracks to the right 
of Rebel Crack and Demimode, 
which goes up the shallow runnel 
to its right at E1 5b . Tom 
Walkington, Barry Rogers, Steve 
Hubball and Jim Cooper blitzed 
the slabby walls of Long Crag in 
Eskdale to produce a dozen routes 
in the VS-HVS bracket. They're 
said to be comparable in quality to 
those on Wallowbarrow Crag . 
Langdale 
Raven Crag has provided a couple 
of lines to those climbers with 
blinkers and a good eye for an 
opening . Mike van Gulik climbed 
Perfect Head (E2/3 5c) which 
trends leftwards from Armalite, 
and John White and M. 
Scrowston added The Patella 
Pinch (E1 5b/c) up the brittle wall 
left of Evening Wall. Bates and 
Walkington must have been on 
something stronger than Ginseng 
Tea when they attacked Black 
Crag on Pike O'Blisco because 
they produced a crop of 45 routes 
in a matter of weeks, the grades 
being mainly in the VS range but 
including an E5 and a 
miocroscopic E6. Down the hill on 
Blake Rigg, above Blea Tarn, Keith 
Phizacklea and John Daly climbed 
some good lines, the best being 
Leningrad (E4 6a) which takes the 
thin crack on the left-hand side of 
the main crag . John White and M. 
Scrowson have also been active 
on Blea Crag in Easedale, where 
they added S.S. Scoop (E3 5c) up 
the scoop right of Death Camp 
and Twilight Zone (E4 6a) which is 
a good pitch above the finish of 
Offcomer's Slab. 

Pillar/Gable Area 
Stuart Miller and J im Lois:ham 
established a route called 
Patriarch of the Pilla rites on the 
north side of Pillar Rock. It takes 
the arete right of Klingsor and the 

rib above at E3 5c,5c. By 
exploiting the happy coincidence 
of a strike during the best of the 
summer weather Al Phizacklea 
was able to plug a few of the huge 
gaps that exist on Gable Crag. 
With Dave Kirby he added Strike 
While It's Hot (E1 5c) up the steep 
corner to the left of Doctor's 
Chimney and Nothing to Declare 
(E2 5a, 5b, 5a) which takes the 
slabs and walls left of Smuggler's 
Chimney. He climbed a series of 
steep walls crossing S/edgate 
Ridge with Caval Gregg at E3 5c, 
5c, 5c, to give The Slay Ride; this 
leads conveniently to the foot of 
Engineers Slab Wal/where he 
added The Tombstone (E3 5b, 5c, 
5b) with Steve Carruthers up the 
bold wall between Jabberwock 
and Sarcophagus. On the same 
crag Steve Brailey, Steve Hubball 
and Sue Day climbed American 
Dream (Severe) up the rib and 
chimney 10 metres right of 
Smuggler's Chimney. This team 
were responsible for eight 
additions to Green Gable Crag 
(Gable Crag's smaller but sunnier 
companion) including Abacus 
(HVS 5a) which takes the slab and 
overhang on the left hand side of 
the buttress nearest to Windy 
Gap. 

Down on Overbeck Buttress, 
Phizacklea, Kirby and Brian 
McKinley climbed Press for 
Action (E3 5c) which takes the 
grooved arete between Tim 
Benzidrino and Central Chimney, 
and the steep groove of Catamite 
Crawl (E2 5c) to the right of 
curving crack. 

Southern Limestone 
A quiet time for this region, with 
only two significant new routes 
being claimed this year. On the 
horrors of White Scar, Mick Lovatt 
led a hard route directly up the 
front at E5 6b, 6a (Warning: The 
first three bolts are poor) and on 
Chapel Head, Tony Mitchell 
climbed the wall right of Super
Duper-Dupont at E6 6c. Paul 
Cornforth has claimed a line left of 
the start of Lunatic but this must 
be very close to (if not the actual 
line of) a Martin Berzins route of 
last year. Once again, I'm sorry 
about the lack of full information 
here (see earlier excuse, re. lost 
beer mat) but they will be fully 
detailed in the new Lanchashire 
guide, out soon ... 
Al Phizacklea. 

NORTH WALES 
Little Orme 
Since Andy Pollitt's free ascent of 
Wall of Evening Light (which has 
now seen several repeats) there 
has been a great deal of activity 
on the left hand side of the 
Diamond Buttress .. . needless to 
say, 'the boys and their bolt guns 
rule here - O.K?' Some stunning
looking lines have fallen . First on 
the scene was 'The Demon of 
Bosch' himself, Mark Pretty, who 
produced two very fine routes at 
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Anti-Bolt Purge Starts in Pembroke 

the extreme left end: The Water 
Buoys (E5, 6b) and It Came From 
Beneath The Sea (E5, 6a). both 
climbed with Tim Freeman. News 
of activity filtered through to 
Llanberis, and a local team 
comprising George Smith, Paul 
Pritchard, Gwion Hughes and 
Mike Thomas went over to 
Llandudno to investigate. The 
team were immediately 'knocked 
out' by the crag's potential, and, 
as the tides are a hazard, and 
access is only available by : 
a) death-defying grass crawling, 
followed by a 250-foot abseil; 
b) paddling in at low tide - which 
generally results in wading or 
swimming out with ruckacks 
balanced on top of heads ... or 
c) boat! ... a trip was made to the 
local Woolworths to buy a £50 
plastic dinghy which was dubbed 
'The Challenger'. Heavily laden, 
this flimsy craft made many 
crossings from Llandudno beach 
to the foreshore below the crag, 
until a leak developed 
(fortunately, after the crag was 
developed) ... and it sank. 
Calimero (E4, 6a) from Hughes, 
climbs the wall between the two 
Pretty routes, received half-a
dozen ascents in a day, and is an 
'instant classic'. 25 feet right is 
another 'destined-to-be-classic' 
from Hughes, Rub-a-Dub-Dub 
(E4, 6a) which starts just left of a 
prominent pinnacle. The pinnacle 
tip is the launching off point for 
Non-Tidal-Screamer (E6, 6b). a 
powerful addition from Smith, 
who also created the next route 
along to the right, where the crag 
rea I ly starts to overhang: Robinson 
Cruiseralso E6, 68. Finally (so far). 
the line right again looks 
'something really special' . .. 
Pritchard having to 'pull out all 
the stops' on Boat People (E7, 6c). 
The centre of the buttress, 
ludicrously undercut, will one day 
probably give routes to eclipse 
even the much vaunted 'super
routes' from darkest Yorkshire. 
Already a line of bolts rises 
optimistically up a wall bigger and 
steeper than Kilnsey ... 
Great Orme - Pen Trwyn 
At long last, the large black 
curving arch below Norman's 
Wisdom fell to Seb Greene and 
Simon Lea who described it as 'A 
brute of a route' . . . Lipstick (E5, 
6c). On the main part of the crag, 
an interesting right-to-left girdle 
starting up Thunder Road and 
finishing at the King Krank belay 
gave Ed Stone and Perry Hawkins 
Horizontal Pleasures (E5, 6b). 
Down below on the steep lower 
crag, Pretty came up with I've 
Been a Bad Boy ... (a view shared 
by many Welsh activists) (E6, 6b), 
a fun line left of Mussel Beach 
with six bolts in 45 feet. 

Conway Valley- Cae Coch Quarry 
Long neglected and almost 
forgotten, this brambled 
backwater in the forest near 
Treffriw received an 'Eighties 
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facelift' from Smith and Mike 
'Twid' Turner. True? . .. No it's 
Untrue (E6, 6a, 6c) - the wall and 
vague rib in the centre of the 
lower cliff. 
Gogarth · North Stack Wall 
Angle Man (E7, 6b), a counter
diagonal line to Stroke of the 
Fiend from John Redhead and 
Dave Towse is a filler-in, said to 
contain some new climbing! A 
Wreath of Deadly Nightshade was 
repeated by Pritchard who 
thought it to be 'a bloody good 
route' worth E7, 6b. Finally on this 
wall, Crispin Waddy found Live at 
the Witch Trials (E6, 6b possibly 
only E5 at high tide) a very steep 
pitch which pulls over the roof 
between Talking Heads and Not 
Fade Away. 
Main Cliff 
Grant Farquhar and Waddy, 
alternating leads, found the very 
bold Erasorhead (E6, 6a, 6a), an 
impressive effort taking the left 
arete of the Positron footwall and 
the right arete of the Positron 
headwall ... climbed on sight. A 
repeat came soon after from Paul 
Jenkinson and Mike Turner. 
Red Walls 
The promontory below the Red 
Walls has had some attention 
focused on it recently. The Cruel 
Seam (E6, 6b) is a fierce crack/ 
seam left of This is the Sea 
climbed by Smith and Steve 
Howe. Three Men and a Cake (E5, 
5b, 5c) is the very loose arete right 
of Atheist, courtesy of Martin 
Crook and Dave Kendall, while 
Sat in a Storm (E3, 6a) from 
Jenkinson and Waddy, tackles the 
obvious V-groove right of Into the 
Light, at the seaward end of the 
promontory. Waddy also 
repeated Fowler's route 
Deathtrap, in Mousetrap Zawn, 
finding it 'testing' at E6, 5b, 5c. 
Rhoscolyn 
Big Sunday (E5, 6a). Smith and 
Anna Wood, tackles the short, 
fearsomely overhanging crack 
right of Fear Test and is gained 
from the right. A more direct line 
was tried without much success 
on several previous occasions by 
a variety of climbers. 
Lleyn Peninsula • Craig Doris 
Despite the piles of loose rock on 
the beach which threaten to 
swamp the crag, climbers tend to 
filter down for a look ... one such 
team, comprising Pritchard, 
Waddy and Jenkinson awarded 
themselves an Oscar (E6, 6b) for 
valiantly battling up the stepped, 
overhanging left arete on the 
inside face of the prominent sea 
arch. 
Cilan 
Terrorhawk(E6, 5b, 5c, 6a, 6b), 
from Pat Littlejohn and Devon 
hot-shot Nick White, braves the 
dangers ofthe hitherto untouched 
overhangs between Giant(the old 
aid route) and Vulture, and 
overhangs a good 50 feet! 
Paul Williams 

PEAK DISTRICT 
Reasonable winter weather has 
kept things ticking over in the 
Peak. 

On Limestone, Raven's Tor 
adds another desperate to its 
repertoire. Andy Pollitt and 
Adrian Hughes freed Terrence 
Trout, the upper girdle of the Tor, 
producing a spectacular 6c pitch 
which, to make matters more 
strenuous, is reached via most of 
the first pitch of Indecent 
Exposure and the crux of Body 
Machine and finishes with the last 
pitch of Chimes of Freedom. This 
expedition is entitled Terrence 
Trout D'Arby (6b/6c/6b). 

In Chee Dale on Two Tier 
Buttress, Simon Nadin climbed 
Aberration (E6 6b+) which starts 
as for Goldfinger and then climbs 
diagonally right past 3 bolts to 
gain a groove and roof left of 
Gonads. Also here Martin Crocker 
climbed the rib between Quality 
Control and Reasons to be 
Cheerful. Nogads (E6 6b) and 
Home from Home (E4/5 6c) on the 
wall left of Osher, Osher, Osher. 

At Stoney Middleton West, 
Simon Cundy found four routes: 
Burning Up (E4 6a) is between 
Spiron and Twang whilst 
Peri/scope (E4 6a), Procession (E4 
5c) and Don't Talk to Strangers 
(E6a/b) are all left of Horrorscope 

Finally on Long Tor Quarry at 
Matlock, Steve Lewis added a 
quality route with the Bo/test (E6 
6b) and Ruby Fruit Jungle was 
repeated by both Ben Masterson 
and Malcom Taylor. 

On Gritstone, at Stanage, 
Calvary Arete (E5 6a) is the 
obvious direct start to Calvary by 
Marr Carr and Hedda Graham. 
Higgar Tor yielded a route to Nigel 
Prestidge and Mike Lea; Arnold 
Schwarzeneggar Stole My Body 
(E5 6a) (and I can't even sell 
mine!) This climbs directly to join 
Flute of Hope from where the 
Rasp and Surform diverge using 
such quaint techniques as arm 
bars and head jams. 

At Curbar, John Allen with Paul 
Mitchell and guest star Jerry 
Moffatt climbed the spectacular 
arete and overhang left of Fidget 
to give Slum Baron (E4 6a) . At 
Rivel in Edge an indiscretion was 
cleared up when John Allen made 
the 'first human ascent' of the wall 
right of Croton Oil Wall - Only 
Human (E5 6c). The upper section 
of this route had previously been 
climbed by Roger Greatrick 
whose only crimes were to be 6' 
7" and use a peg runner, for one 
or either of these reasons he 
promptly received no 
acknowledgement for the route. 
The line now starts direct and has 
no peg. 

Also of note from earlier in the 
year is the second ascent of Braille 
Trail at Burbage by Seb Grieve. 
The route is even more difficult 
since a crucial pebble bit the dust 
shortly after the first ascent. 
John Allen 

YORKSHIRE LIMESTONE 
A Valediction for the Impossible 
1988 will long be remembered as 
the year in which the impossible 
was finally put to rest on 
Yorkshire Limestone. This demise 
was signalled by three 
outstandingly difficult climbs in 
superb settings. The routes were 
the culmination of many weeks of 
attempts by John Dunne and 
Mark Leach. 

As already reported in 
Mountain, Leach started the ball 
rolling with his multi-week ascent 
of the free direct version of 
Controversy on the lower wall of 
Mal ham: Cry Freedom (E9 7a). 

Although clearly one of the 
most impressive climbs 
anywhere, it was no surprise 
when Leach finally made an 
ascent. Easier, but more radical in 
its conception, was Leach's free 
ascent of the Directissima (E8 6c) 
at Kilnsey Crag. After bolting the 
previously pegged 10 metre roof, 
Leach made a free ascent in a 
fraction of the time that Cry 
Freedom took. 

The ascent captured the 
imagination of climbers and 
public alike and was featured in 
national newspapers and on local 
television . This magnificent free 
climb will clearly be one of the 
most attempted routes ofthe next 
decade. 

While these ascents were being 
prepared, John Dunne was 
working on his piece de 
resistance, a completely free 
ascent of the Central Wall at 
Mal ham. An early attempt was 
thwarted when Cocoa Club 
members removed in situ bolts 
and protection in a protest at the 
activities of Dunne and his 
cronies. Notwithstanding this 
Dunne climbed The Superdirect 
(E9 7b) in the early autumn, in a 
single pitch from bottom to top. 
The climb follows Something 
Stupid to the bulge and then 
continues up by following the line 
of the original aid route by very 
difficult climbing to gain Free and 
Easy at the end of the traverse . 
This climb is then followed to the 
ledges below the final bulge. The 
Superdirect aid climb is then 
followed over the bulge to the top. 

No doubt in top form after this 
ascent Dunne then proceeded to 
repeat Cry Freedom, having spent 
less than two weeks on it in total. 
Cry Freedom was felt by Dunne to 
be rather easier then the 
Superdirect. 

Repeat ascents are eagerly 
awaited if only to establish 
whether or not the climbs are as 
difficult as those at, say, Smith 
Rocks or Buoux. At the same time 
these ascents raise one or two 
other issues. The first is that it is 
not clear whether or not the 
climber has to place protection 
any longer, or even merely abseil 
down and place it as on the 
Superdirect. An ascent using this 



Right: Andy Pollitt leading his 
new route Wall of the Evening 
Light (E6 6b,6b) on Diamond 
Buttress, Little Orme. 
Photo: Bernard Newman. 

same 'style' on Yorkshire 
Gritstone met with general 
condemnation this year, so this 
issue is clearly not resolved. On 
the other hand perhaps now that 
the impossible no longer exists 
on natural rock the real arena for 
climbing is that of the indoor 
competition and such outmoded 
concerns must be dismissed as 
unimportant. 

Back in the amateurish world of 
adventure climbing, Tony Burnell 
and Paul Greenland have been 
active on Yew Cougar Scar. 
Busting the Block (E5 6b) is an 
exciting line right of Cruisin' Fora 
Bruisin'while a girdle from 
CavalierCrunchto ThePowerand 
the Glory is E5 6b. At Blue Scar, 
Burnell also added Arc Wright(E3 
6a) to the right of Blue Chip in 
homage to a local myth. 
Martin Berzins 
(Martin Berzins is moving to the 
East Coast of the United States for 
a short sabbatical, and Mountain 
would like to thank him for 
helping to fight the rearguard 
action to save British climbing 
from ethical pillagers. His 
successor in the unenviable post 
of Yorkshire Correspondent is 
Craig Smith, after whom, we all 
know, Smith Rocks were named. -
B.C.N.) 

SOUTH WALES 
Anti Bolt Campaign 
In an attempt to stem the flood of 
indiscriminate bolting on 
Pembroke sea cliffs and 
elsewhere, a group of leading 
activists, including the likes of Pat 
Littlejohn, Jon de Montjoy, Steve 
Bell, Nipper Harrison and Steve 
Findlay, issued a statement, 
published in the domestic British 
climbing press, outlining the 
motives behind their action in 
removing bolts and drilled pegs 
from certain cliffs in the area. 

The clean up, at Huntsman's 
Leap, Stennis Ford and Trevellan, 
was intended to restore a degree 
of commitment and adventure to 
the style of sea cliff climbing and 
to reject the suspect ethics now 
rife in the Peak and on slate. The 
group hope to spread the 
campaign to the South West 
Peninsula, where bolts are 
proliferating at an alarming rate. 
This action marks a refreshing 
and encouraging back-lash 
against indiscriminate bolting. 
Gary Gibson Cheats Death 
On Ban y Gor, a crag in the Wye 
Valley, in November, Gary Gibson 
suffered serious injury whilst 
cleaning off a new line. Gibson 
dislodged a block which cut his 
rope causing him to fall 80ft. His 
skull was fractured, and he was 
helicoptered to Frenchay Hospital 
in Bristol where he remained on a 
life support machine for several 
days. Happily, he made a speedy 
recovery, and has since left 
hospital. He hopes to be back on 
the crags by the summer. 
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BHUTAN - JITCHU DRAKE 
by Doug Scott 

isit to Bhutan had been on the 
agenda since the mid '60s when that 
great Himalayan explorer Augusto 

Gansser published photographs of 
unclimbed 7,000 metre peaks in Mountain 
World (1964/65). The seed sown then lay 
dormant for nearly 20 years, until news 
percolated through in 1983 of Japanese and 
Austrian visits to the mountains of Bhutan. 
My interest grew further as a result of a 
chance visit to the Darjeeling trekking con
ference in 1985. Nedup Dorje, representing 
the Bhutanese Tourism Corporation (BTC), 
gave a memorable discourse upon the 
underlying philosophy governing the future 
of tourism and mountaineering in Bhutan -
the message was controlled development. 

The Bhutanese government were in the 
advantageous position of being able to 
scrutinise closely the mass tourism that had 
taken place in Nepal, where cultural heritage 
had been seriously eroded by an estimated 
200,000 tourists visiting that country each 
year. 

Bhutan had been virtually barred to 
foreigners until the coronation of the present 
King, Jigme Singye Wangchuk, in 1974. 
During that year 287 foreign visitors were 
allowed into the country. That annual allo
cation has increased to 2,500, but not all 
places are taken up due to the high costs 
imposed by BTC - between $85 and $200 a 
day, depending upon whether the visitor is 
on a mountaineering expedition or a 'cul
tural' visit to the towns and temples. 

Any temptation to increase the gross 
national product was being resisted, for as 
the King once told the world bank experts, 
he is not so interested in the GNP as the 
Gross National Happiness of his people. 
Nedup Dorje managed to rekindle my 
interest in his country, but at the same time 
it seemed even less likely that I could ever 
raise the funds to become one of the fortu
nate two and a half thousand. 

After the conference, Mike Westmacott 
( the other Alpine Club representative at the 
conference) and myself went on a short visit 
into Sikkim. Also on that visit was Maggie 
Payne, a Canadian, who was running the 
Tiger Tops trekking operation in the Middle 
East. She too had been fired with curiosity 
to visit Bhutan. We discussed the idea of her 
arranging 'a support trek' to help fund an 
expedition to the highest mountain in Bhutan 
- Kankar Punzum - and one of the hi"ghest 
unclimbed mountains in the 'world. In fact I 
was already scheduled to go to that mountain 
with a group from Bristol. In the end 
Maggie took her support trekkers but 
unfortunately I was not able to go on that 
expedition. She continued to visit the coun
try, either in the capacity of Trek Leader or 
a guest of the Government. During her 
sixth visit to Bhutan she secured permission 
for me to climb on Jitchu Drake and to take 
in a trek (subsequently the Royal Geog
raphical Society trek) and for herself to take 
in a support trek as well on the actual exped
ition. 

A month before my departure in March, 
our expedition had received generous dona
tions of food and equipment necessary for 
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the climb, but very little in the way of funds Frank Jackson and then in the 1970s by 
and nowhere near the £15,000 required to school teacher John Tyson. There is still 
pay the BTC. I was on the point of cancelling great confusion of names for the peaks, 
the proposed expedition when the Guardian some of them having as many as five alter-
newspaper let it be known that they would natives depending on what map or text you 
like to follow up part-sponsorship of our happen to read. Jitchu Drake has been 
attempt on the NE Ridge of Everest the variously named Tsherim Kang, Shumkang, 
previous autumn with a full sponsorship of Jichi Dakketh or Tseringegang. There is 
another climb. I suggested they came in as also a great variation between official and 
sponsors of our expedition to Bhutan. Two actual heights of the peaks as each expedition 
weeks before my departure to lead the RGS realises from altimeter readings. 
trip we had all the financial support we There is no confusion surrounding the 
needed for Jitchu Drake. In the meantime I name nor the height of Chomolhari. On the 
had been collecting information from the Eastern Border of Bhutan with Tibet, the 
journals, in particular the American Alpine West side of the mountain drops down to 
Journal, on all the climbing that had been the Chum bi Valley - a tongue of land jutting 
achieved in Bhutan. south from the Great Plateau of Tibet. Until 

Chomolhari (7,315m) was thought to be the occupation of Tibet by the Chinese in 
the highest peak in Bhutan at the time of its thr- 1950s, this was the traditional route from 
first ascent in 1937. The Himalayan chain India to Lhasa. Many travellers, mission-
East of Chomolhari was left a blank on the aries, traders, surveyors, military personnel 
map. Penetration of this area had, however, and climbing expeditions have passed 
been achieved by Claude White, the Political through the Valley during the last 250 years, 
Officer for Sikkim, Tibet and Bhutan during all of them passing by the spectacular 3,000 
1905-1906 and 1907. (See Claude White: metre snow, ice and rock cliffs descending 
Sikkim and Bhutan: Twenty One Years On from the summit of Chomolhari. As a result 
The N. W. Frontier) . In 1933 the Political of Younghusband's Tibet Mission of 1903-
Officer for Sikkim at the time, Mr F. 04, the surveyors Capts. Ryder, Wood and 
Williamson, journeyed from Paro east to Cowie, who were attached to this expeditio-
Bumtang, before striking north to cross the nary force, surveyed the approaches to 
main Himalayan Divide near Kunla Kangri Lhasa from Sikkim including the Chum bi 
by way of the difficult glacier pass, Mon- Valley. 
lakarchung La, into Tibet. The naturalists Although many Everest climbers had 
Frank Ludlow, George Sherriff and King- considered an ascent of Chomolhari, the 
dom Ward added further to our knowledge first climber to take up the challenge was 
of the area as a result of their various jour- Frank Spencer Chapman, who with Charles 
neys in the 1930s. Crawford and three Sherpas arrived in 

It was not until Gansser's geological exp- 1937. Chapman had secured permission 
!orations in 1963 and the publication of his from the King of Bhutan to tackle the 
notes and topographical map that any accu- mountain from the South. After the exped-
rate, all-embracing information was available ition had crossed into Bhutanese territory 
as far as I can see. His visit was followed by from the Chumbi Valley, Chapman and 
those of the Doctors Michael Ward and Pasang Dawa Lama reached the summit by 

Opposite Page: Victor Saunders enjoying the early morning sun after climbing through 
most of the night. Photo: Doug Scott. 
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the SW Ridge on the 21st May. The)l had an 
epic four-day descent through cloud and 
blizzard, over difficult snow and broken 
glacier ice. Pasang slipped, pulling Chapman 
down with him for 400 ft until Chapman 
managed to arrest the fall. Unfortunately 
his camera was damaged in the fall and half 
his film ruined, which presumably accounts 
for the fact that he was unable to produce 
any photographs from the summit area, 
looking North East on to such nearby peaks 
as Jitchu Drake. They were in a very 
exhausted state by the time they reached 
the shelter of a yak herder's hut. 

This had been an amazing effort by Chap
man and Pasang Dawa Lama, considering 
Pasang's limited mountaineering experience. 
They had reached the summit only eight 
days out of Phari and in Alpine style and 
then without much prior reconnaissance of 
this 24,000 ft peak. 

Chapman, of course, became well-known 
to the public as an extraordinary adventurer, 
mainly through the books he wrote, one of 
them being required reading by every 
schoolboy of my generation: The Jungle is 
Neutral- an account of his three years fight
ing in Burma during the last War. 

The joint lndo-Bhutan expedition of 1970 
to Chomolhari was only the second officially 
sponsored expedition to the country (apart 
from the officially sanctioned trek and 
climbs achieved by Ward and Jackson). 
Prem Chand, Dorje Lhatoo, Santosh Arora 
and Sherpa Thondup reached the summit 
on 23rd April. Sadly, on the following day, 
the Captains S. L. Kang and Dharam Pal 
disappeared whilst making the second 
attempt on the summit. Despite a deter
mined effort by the leader, Colonel Narinder 
Kumar, to find the missing climbers, a 
search by helicopter on the Bhutanese side 
and search parties being despatched by the 
Chinese from Tibet, no trace of the missing 
climbers could be found. This expedition 
had climbed by way of the 1937 route. 

The Inda-Bhutan expedition actually 
stopped a few feet short of the summit in 
deference to the religious feelings and sen
sibilities of the local inhabitants. 

Chomolhari (goddess of the holy moun
tain); is one of the most sacred mountains in 
this part of the world. After this tragedy and 
because of pressure from the local villages, 
who had complained to the authorities that 
their cattle had suffered as a result of the 
climb, a complete ban has been imposed on 
climbing Chomolhari ever since. 

Five miles North East from Chomolhari, 
along the main Himalayan Divide beyond 
Chomolhari East peak, lies Jitchu Drake 
(6,790m) - a name which means either the 
angry bird or more specifically the angry 
swallow, depending which local you consult. 
In 1983 the Bhutanese decided to systemat
ically open up their mountains, albeit in a 
very limited way, to all comers and Jitchu 
Drake was the first peak put out for tender. 
It was the Japanese as usual who had their 
ears closest to the ground and the Japanese 
ladies' expedition, under the leadership of 
Everest summiteer Junko Tabei, was. the 
first in. They tackled the mountain by the 
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Opposite Page: The South Face of Jitchu Drake, Bhutan. The snow plume is blowing from 
the South East Ridge. Photo: Scott. 

East Ridge integrale. After ten days they 
had established three camps but abandoned 
the route at just over 17,000 ft on 14th May, 
finding the climbing just too difficult and 
time-consuming by the way they had chosen. 
They left the area and trekked around to 
Shoda from where they climbed Sepchu 
Kang (5,200m) . On the 20th and 21st May, 
nine Japanese and four Bhutanese reached 
the summit. 

An Austrian expedition followed closely 
on the heels of the Japanese ladies. They 
decided to attempt Jitchu Drake by the 
South West Ridge. After difficult rock and 
ice climbing and after eight days above 
6,000 metres, Werner Sucher, Albert Egger, 
Alois Stuckler, Sepp Mayerl and Toni 
Ponholzer reached the South summit on 
17th May. A shortage of time and incessant 
bad weather, especially in the afternoons, 
forced the Austrians to abandon an attempt 
at the higher North summit, but they had 
achieved a fine varied climb, in fact one of 
the best lines on the mountain. 

The following year an Himalayan Associ
ation of Japan expedition arrived at the foot 
of the South East ridge and followed that to 
the South summit . They bypassed the lower 
gendarmes of the ridge, which had given the 
Japanese ladies so much trouble, by travers
ing around from the South to a Col on the 
East Ridge at 5,300 metres. As with most 
expeditions from Japan to the Himalaya, 
this expedition fixed ropes, in this case from 
the-scree to the actuc}I south summit, possibly 
some 3,000 metres of rope being employed 
before the summitteers Sudo, Hara, 
Deguchi, Shinmasu and Yagihara arrived 
on the south summit on 20th May, three 
weeks after establishing Base Camp. 

During the Autumn of 1984 an Italian 
expedition attempted to repeat this elegant 
line. They established Base Camp on 30th 
August at 14,000 ft. According to their 
report, American A.I. 1985, they fixed 
from Base Camp to 19,350 ft. On 15th Sep
tember the crest of the ridge broke away as 
Giorgio Corradini and Tiziano Nannuzzi 
were breaking camp. They were hurled 
down the East face and their bodies were 
never found despite an extensive search by 
the Italians, Bhutanese soldiers and a 
helicopter. There were no further attempts 
to climb Jitchu Drake. 

Approximately 15 miles due East of Jitchu 
Drake and well south of the Himalayan 
divide, lies Kang Bum (-6,500 m). This was 
climbed in 1984 by eight Japanese and 
Bhutanese climbers on 23rd and 25th 
October. They approached the mountain 
from the South . A peak to the North in the 
Lunana region, called Namshila (5,710 m) 
was climbed by another large Japanese 
party. The summit was reached on 18th 
August by six Japanese and two Bhutanese, 
on the 19th by seven Japanese (including 
three women) and on the 20th by six more 
Japanese . 

In 1985 there were two attempts, both in 
Autumn, to climb Kankar Punzum (7,541m), 
the highest mountain in Bhutan. The 
Himalayan Association of Japan expedition 
of ten arrived at Base Camp on 31st August. 

They attempted the Central (South) Ridge 
of Kankar Punzum. They gave up tempor
arily because of the difficulties, and turned 
their attentions to the West Ridge, which 
proved no easier and so they returned to the 
South and reached a height of 6,880m on 
the 30th October. The next day one of the 
members succumbed to pulmonary oedema. 
All the members were needed to evacuate 
the sick climber, which they managed to do, 
but then they decided to give up as they 
considered the climb too dangerous. 

During this period the Explorers Club of 
America launched an expedition to the 
mountain. They had great difficulty in actu
ally reaching the base of Kankar Punzum. 
In fact they found it impossible to cross over 
from the Chamkar Chu approach valley 
designated by the BTC. This expedition 
consisted of some of America's most experi
enced high altitude climbers, such as John 
Roskelley, Rick Ridgeway and Phil Trimble, 
but they had to satisfy themselves with 
climbing a number of peaks below 6,000 m 
east of the Chamkar Chu glacier between 
the-30th September and 5th October. It was 
a very disappointed and disgruntled team 
which.arrived back in Thimpu. 

A sixteen man Japanese expedition was 
more successful further west on Massa 
Kang (-7,200 m). On 13th October, 
Yokoyama, Hitomi, Nakayama and 
Tsukihara, climbed to the summit via the 
North East Spur 4½ weeks after arriving at 
Base Camp (4,900m). On the 14th October, 
four more climbers reached the summit and 
another four on the 15th. Their altimeter 
put the summit at 6,800m. 

Sepp Mayer! returned to Bhutan in 1986 
to lead an Austrian expedition, this time to 
try Kankar Punzum. They too attempted 

Below: Barefoot in the snow! Sharu Prabhu. 
Photo: Scott. 
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the South Ridge but failed 200 metres below 
the Japanese high point. They reported 
only two days out of 21 on the mountain 
when the weather was at all reasonable . 
Snowfall was at times 50 ems. They 
retreated because of avalanche danger on 
26th August. 

A British (Bristol) expedition to Kankar 
Punzum established Base Camp on 25th 
September. Steve Findlay and Lydia Bradey 
(NZ) did most of the lead climbing with the 
help of old Japanese and Austrian fixed 
ropes. Steve Monks and Geoff Jackson put 
in a fine final effort but by then (20th 
October) although the skies were clear, the 
incessant winds which had plagued the 
expedition were now causing frostbite, and 
so the attempt was abandoned by the leader 
Stephen Berry some 50 metres below the 
Japanese highpoint. Since 1986 this moun
tain has been taken off the list of peaks 
available for climbing due to the problems 
of yak transport and communications in bad 
weather. This British Expedition was 
evacuated from Base Camp by helicopter. 

Last year,_ 1987, Kunla Kangri over in 
Tibet was chmbed by the Japanese and in 
Bhutan, Reinhold Messner with one com
panion arrived with permission to climb on 
Jitchu Drake. After a ten day reconnaissance 
and an attempt at a peak to the east, Kung 
Phu (6,532 m), he retired. According to our 
Bhutanese trekking staff, he said climbing 
further in the area with the prevailing snow 
conditions would have been suicidal. 

Bhutanese policy vacillates with regard to 
climbing and tourism in general. They are 

certainly not encouraging an increase in 
climbing activity. In fact for 1988, as far as 
we know, our expedition to Jitchu Drake 
was the only one allowed. The fees for 1989 
are due for an upward hike at a time when 
the level of tourism appears to be dropping . 

I was fortunate enough to enter Bhutan 
two and a half weeks ahead of the rest of our 
expedition and to come in from the Indian 
Airport at Bagdogra, as leader of the RGS 
trek. It was not hard to imagine why Bhutan 
had remained so isolated all these years. 
Before the Indian Government began its 
road projects here and elsewhere in Bhutan, 
it would have been a very hard flog up to the 
central area of Bhutan where most of the 
inhabitants live, some 5,000 ft or more 
above the plains of India. Accommodation 
at Paro was in comfortable chalets scattered 
around our Government hotel, in surround
ings not unlike Uttakashi in the Garwhal. 

At the end of April our team began to 
assemble just as the RGS group were pre
paring to depart. They came in with Maggie 
Payne and three of her support trekkers: 
Neil Lindsay , John Ryle and Harry Jenson. 
Maggie had met our team in Calcutta and 
boarded the Drukair plane from Calcutta to 
Paro and then they had gone by road to 
Thimpu, Paro being the only airport in the 
country. 

It was good to see Sharu _Pra bhu_ again, 
whom I had first met m Dafjeehng m 1985 
and with whom I had since climbed in Jordan 
and South India. She had climbed on our 
Everest NE Ridge expedition the year 
before up to 25,000 ft. She had also been to 

24,000 ft on the Indian Women's expedition 
in 1984 and had climbed half a dozen peaks 
in India. It was good too, to see Lindsay 
Griffin loping around our Thimpu hotel, 
6' 3" with one leg shorter than the other 
from a severe accident some 10 years ago . 
Although I had never climbed with Lindsay, 
I knew of his numerous explorations into 
remote Himalayan and Karakoram valleys. 
David Rose had been sent along by the 
Guardian to cover the story. David started 
climbing four years ago and last year had 
climbed 17 routes in the Alps, obviously 
keen and strong, 6' 4", big with it and very 
enthusiastic. At the very last minute Robert 
Schauer from Austria had to turn down his 
chance to visit Bhutan as his second child 
had arrived prematurely . 

On 2nd May I saw my RGS group through 
Custo~s and into the departure lounge and 
met Victor Saunders alighting from the 
Drukair plane , fresh from Britain and Cal
cutta. Victor, an architect by trade, had 
several fine Himalayan climbs under his 
belt - Ogre II, ascents in the Rimo area and 
last year Spantik , via the impressive Golden 
Pillar, with Mick Fowler. All his climbs had 
been accomplished in Alpine style. There 
he stood on the hot tarmac in double boots 
and yeti gaiters, video cameras slung across 
his chest and heavy hand bags in both hands. 
It was good to see him , but sad to hear that 
Jim, unable to find another dentist to cover 
his absence, had made the decision to stay 
home. 

That afternoon we packed our loads for 
the ponies and yaks to take us up to Base 
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Above and Opposite: A semi-montage taken from Jitchu Drake as Victor Saunders nears the summit. The striking contrast between 

Camp, four days due north of our Paro 
hotel. David was rushing round between 
typewriter and toilet satisfying the dual 
demands of Editor and stomach bug. On 
3rd May we picked up our expedition guide , 
Karma Tenzing, and motored up the Paro 
Chu valley to the roadhead , passing under 
the Taktseng (Tiger's Nest) Monastery 
clinging to the granite hillside above us. 

At the roadhead village, by the ruined 
Drugei Dzong which had been set ablaze 
after an earthquake occurred in the early 
1950s, we offloaded the gear from our bus 
and left it for Karma and his staff to arrange 
for the pony men who were already waiting 
on us . In fact they had arrived the day 
before and were now claiming extra pay for 
waiting time. We took no part in the ensuing 
negotiations here or anywhere in Bhutan . 
The BTC staff expect to deal with all such 
problems. 

On 5th May we arrived at Thangothang 
after a superb walk through conifers and 
juniper forest. We saw the -tip of Jitchu 
Drake above the clouds, shining white; our 
camp obviously made a good base for 
exploring its western side. Even though our 
mountain was only about 22,500 ft. high , we 
would still have to acclimatise during the 
next two weeks and that's what we did , first 
on the West , then on the East and finally on 
the South side of the mountain . 

Our explorations on the western side 
were hampered by almost continuous cloud 
cover. On one long -day, the 7th May, we 
walked along the true right hand ablation 
valley and moraine of the south Jitchu 
Drake glacier , right up to where it merged 
with ice fields coming down from the western 
side. We could only see two thirds of the 
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western ribs reaching up into the cloud. 
Although this reconnaissance had been 
inconclusive we decided to move camp and 
check out the east side. 

The day before departure , Victor managed 
to severely strain a tendon in his ankle 
whilst bouldering. Despite hot and cold 
water treatment his ankle inflated like a 
balloon. This was a serious business; we 
were already very depleted on high altitude 
climbing experience with the absence of 
Robert and Jim . Next day we set off with 
Victor riding a horse . Unfortunately Victor 
has a severe allergy to horses , so he rode 
wearing his Goretex salopettes and anorak , 
balaclava, scarf wrapped round his face, 
yeti gaiters and boots and dosed himself 
with anti-histamine. Unfortunately the 
horse was more allergic to Victor than he to 
the horse , and kept shying away with fits of 
sneezing. 

During the next week we went up and 
camped on the rocky ridge separating the 
two glaciers that come down from the east 
face of Jitchu Drake. From various vantage 
points we could see the face . From head on 
it looked steep and highly dangerous, with 
huge mushrooms of snow barring the way at 
several places. Unless we went back to 
check out the west side more thoroughly , 
the only possibility seemed to be up the 
south face . After some debate we decided 
to go for that from our lakeside Base Camp 
down at 14,000 ft. 

By now Maggie had returned home with 
Harry and John. Neil had decided to stay 
and help us establish an Advance Base 
Camp beneath the South Face. With the 
help of Neil , Karma and his three staff, we 
moved our tents, food , fuel and equipment 

up to a lake nestling in the rocks at 16,000 ft . 
Whilst the rest of us were bringing up more 
supplies Neil and Lindsay carried out a 
superb recce of the approaches to the south 
face and reached a point just below the 
plateau , and most of the way through the 
icefall which comes tumbling down towards 
the Jitchu Drake glacier. 

A few days later we established our Camp 
One at 18 ,000 ft. on the great snow shelf. 
We retreated to Base Camp for a good rest 
before launching off on the actual climb. 

On the 24th May, we left Base Camp for 
Advance Base Camp. I had awoken that 
morning in the small hours thinking of the 
south face collapsing, ice cascading down 
from 2,500 ft. I thought of the strength of 
the party or rather the lack of it: Victor 
hobbling about on his bad ankle; Lindsay 
with a torn shoulder muscle; Sharu with 
stomach troubles; myself trying to combat 
old age; only David was fit, but he was on 
his first Himalayan expedition. Then there 
was the weather , the wind , deep snow, 
worries about clothing, food , fuel , running 
out of time , even children back home. 
Definitely the darkest hour is just before the 
dawn . 

Actually , despite my misgivings, Sharu 
was now going much better, as was Victor -
although he continued to carry a very light 
load , he seemed much more confident 
about his ankle . Neil left for home after 
leaving a huge load at ABC. After a good 
night at ABC we set off next morning with 
Sharu breaking trail first , then myself, 
followed by David. 

On 26th we awoke to an amazing morning 
of white mist-filled valleys . The rising sun 
filled the sky with orange beyond Masang 
Kang and all the other Kangs to Kankar 



Tibet, on the left, and the main Himalaya is well shown in this view. Photo: Scott. 

Punzum. We were very late getting off, and 
as a result broke trail in sweltering heat, up 
to the foot of the South Face. From there 
David took over the awful work and 
traversed for about a mile in dense mist 
until we were lost. All of us had a different 
opinion as to which way to go, so we just sat 
there and brewed up. As some of us were 
carrying huge sacks of 70 lbs, we were not 
too keen on making a false move at this 
point. We were determined that from here 
on we would have enough food and equip
ment to climb the mountain. After this 
attempt there would not be time for another. 

As the mist did not clear we picked a 
camp site nearby, below an ice cliff with a 
chasm behind, which we reckoned would 
contain any debris falling off the South 
Face. In the middle of the night I was 
awakened by Victor discussing the starry 
sky. The moon was out and I went out in the 
perfect stillness, plodding about to see 
exactly where we were. In fact we were right 
on course and it seemed that we could easily 
go straight up from where we were through 
the bergschrund and on to the actual face. 
We got up at 2 am but it was four hours 
before we had had breakfast and packed 
our gear. David had a bad stomach; all the 
excitement, he said. 

Victor and myself broke trail up to the 
bergschrund. He insisted that the important 
thing at this stage was to take it easy, so I 
slowed down only to have him rush on by! 
He was definitely on the mend. I climbed 
around the bergschrund. Sharu followed, 
then the others - Victor, Lindsay nursing an 
injured ~houlder and David with a mammoth 
sack. It was soon obvious to all of us that 
despite promising weather we had left it far 
too late and had no hope of reaching the 

only likely bivouac sites some 2,000 ft. 
higher. After Lindsay led the fourth pitch 
we retreated, leaving our four ropes. Sure 
enough at 1 o'clock, back in the tents, we 
were hammered by the afternoon storm. 

Clearly, in Bhutan, the only way to 
accommodate the ever-present afternoon 
storm is to set off very, very early, which we 
could now do by the light of the moon: up at 
midnight and hopefully away by 2.30 am 
and to a bivvy site by early afternoon. Victor 
had already discovered that he had left the 
tapes for the video camera back at the Base 
Camp and now David's tape recorder had 
failed, so no film for the telly and no tapes 
for Radio Four. Someone was telling us to 
keep it simple and travel light. We spent the 
rest of the day whittling away at our food 
and gear, discarding everything superfluous. 

We were able to contemplate the next 
day's 2,500 ft ice climb. This would be the 
first time Sharu had been on anything so 
continuously steep and icy. 

On the 28th May, I heard Victor's voice 
announcing the fact that we had overslept. 
Never mind, we would just have to cope 
with the inevitable storm. We packed up in 
double time and were away for 4.30 am. 
After leading the steep fifth ice pitch (III), I 
placed myself in the centre to encourage the 
rearguard and keep Victor supplied with 
rope and gear. Victor, because of his ankle, 
was carrying the lightest sack, and as his ankle 
would hurt just as much if he was seconding 
or leading, he led off as the afternoon storm 
came in. He chose a good line in dense mist 
and swirling snow, pitch followed pitch as the 
storm gathered momentum and strength. 

At one o'clock, Victor expressed his 
doubts about continuing. I told him we 
should take a diagonal line rightwards 

towards the south east ridge for at least there 
we would more likely find a bivvy site. I 
suggested that we take stock at 2.30 pm, in a 
couple of hours' time, which would be the last 
chance to abseil off in daylight. I knew that if 
we did retreat, we would lose most of our ice 
screws and the means to make another 
attempt. For once I felt remarkably confident 
that we should actually continue. I had no 
hesitation in countering David's concern at 
going on, pointing out that with our clothing, 
we were so cocooned against the weather that 
we could, if necessary, climb well into the 
night. By the eighth pitch the storm had 
become violent, and snow was pouring down 
the face in waves. It was hard for us to com
municate or see each other even 50 m away. 

The situation was getting serious and I 
asked Sharu what she thought of continuing. 
She had no hesitation in saying that having 
come so far we should keep going. She too 
could see that this was our last chance. 

Lindsay, at the rear, was moving very 
slowly, hampered by his bad shoulder. He 
and David were a long time passing up the 
ropes, the light was fading, we were still two 
pitches below the SE Ridge and the storm 
was at its height. Even here, with only some 
300 or 400 ft of face above us, we were 
inundated by cascading snow. We were 
thankful not to be in the middle of the face, 
where we might well have suffocated. Just 
as the sun was setting, Victor reached the 
ridge, where brief gaps in the cloud revealed 
views of Chung Kang covered with fresh 
snow. I led off up the heavily corniced ridge 
for about 100 metres and stopped at a level 
section. I tied the rope off and began to 
hack the top off the cornice, hoping to 
provide a site for our two bivvy tents. First 
Sharu, then Victor came up to help and 
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Left: Doug Scott leading on hard ice, as the 
weather closes in on the second day. 
Photo: Victor Saunders. Below Left: 'We 
were able to contemplate the next day 's 
2,500 ft ice climb . .. 'Photo: Sharu Prabhu. 

much later, David and Lindsay. By then we 
had one tent erected . 

Sham, somewhat exhausted, was inside 
warming up and brewing cups of tea. We 
were all set to carry on hacking at the snow 
and now ice to provide a platform for the 
second tent when Lindsay, typically, poking 
about above, found a huge icy grotto, under 
the cornice in which he, David and Victor 
settled down for the night. 

Next morning, the sun shone wanly 
through thin grey clouds as Victor and I set 
off to find a better camp site . 200m above 
was a snow slope, protected by a steep bulge 
in the ridge. Later that day we all moved up 
to what was probably the site of the final 
Japanese camp. 

Early next day I learned from Victor that 
David and Lindsay needed a rest, so the 
three of us decided to fix some ropes above 
the camp. It was a glorious morning with a 
sprinkling of light snow like icing sugar on 
all the lower hills. Rivers were shining silver 
threads, small lakes glinted in the sun, not a 
bad place to be! May as well be here as any
where, I thought . 

Later, as we sat by the tents in the calm 
afternoon, a huge black and yellow butterfly 
fluttered around Sham's yellow Javlin 
salopettes . 

During that evening, David signalled a 
dilemma. All day he had been thinking 
about his role from now on. Basically, if he 
continued, he reasoned, we would have less 
chance of getting up, as four would be slower 
than three (Lindsay, it was assumed, would 
not be going). He said from a journalistic 
point of view it was important that we reach 
the summit and he would be satisfied with 
that even if he did not himself make it. 

This brought Sham's position into the 
discussions. Although she was going to be 
slower than Victor or myself, I pointed out 
to David that it was thanks to Sham's deter
mination lower down that we were up here 
now. In the end it was decided that Victor , 
Sham and myself would head off for the 
summit early next morning, with only a light 
day sack. So ended my dream of all five of 
us reaching the summit. I knew David was 
disappointed with this turn of events, but he 
could take comfort in the knowledge that he 
had contributed greatly to the expedition. 
None of us wanted to leave Lindsay on his 
own , groggy with headaches, so David 
offered to stay and supply him with cups of 
tea whilst we climbed. 

Next day dawned very, very cold. We 
moved fast , but by the time the sun was up 
it was time to stop . Occasionally our ice 
axes poked through the cornice and we could 
look right down the East Face toward 
Chung Kang and the Tibetan plateau , 
brown and mauve, stretching north as far as 
the eye could see. From time to time we came 
across Japanese rope, which we occasionally 
used for protection or as an additional belay 
to our ice axes and deadmen. 

The 12th pitch took us to the south summit 
and the end of the Japanese fixed ropes. It 
was good to be there , to sit on our sacks and 
look around on that wonderful morning. 
Despite his injured ankle, Victor had led 



Above: The Beauty and the Beast! Scott and Prabhu on the summit of Jitchu Drake. Photo: Saunders. 

Sharu Prabhu on the ridge. Photo: Scott. 

half the climb and Sharu had pulled out all 
the stops to get here . 

By mid-day all three of us stood just 
below the main summit not wanting com
pletely to upset any gods that may reside 
there. We could see the Tibetan plateau, a 
high altitude desert stretching out north
wards; below us was the remarkable trian
gular peak of Chung Kang and beyond that 
Kang Cheda, Massan Kang , Tsendakang, 
Tqble Mountain , Kankar Punzum and Kun
lar Kangri and even the mountains of 
Arunachal Pradesh , about 200 miles away. 

In the opposite direction we could clearly 
make out Kangchenjunga, Jannu and Kabru 
on the borders of Nepal and Sikkim. We 
could see Pauhunri and many smaller peaks 
on which Kelles had been active in the early 
part of the century. To the south west, 
immediately below us, was Chomolhari II 
and Chomolhari herself. We could see the 
long, easy angled SW Ridge which Spencer 
Chapman and Pasang had taken in 1937 -
easy angled but a long way, and taking them 
to a point about 500 metres higher than 
ourselves - what a great effort that must 
have been. 

To the south in the central part of Bhutan , 
clouds were now gathering. These clouds 
never looked threatening, they didn't strike 

fear into our hearts and so we were in no 
rush to leave the summit. Eventually we 
had to leave and concentrate all our 
thoughts on the tricky descent , making one 
awkward, often diagonal abseil after 
another to arrive in Camp (4) just before 
dark. 

The next day after down climbing two 
pitches and abseiling twelve full rope 
lengths , we were back on the glacier. The 
climb was over and we had survived it. 

In my tent at Advance Base Camp, there 
was a message from Karma, which told us 
that he had come up on the day of the storm 
and had prayed for better weather. The 
message read, ' I pray for the victory I want 
to see in your smiling faces. May God be 
victorious. Love all{! regards, Karma. ' 

After another beautiful morning, the 
wind rose with a vengeance, and from then 
on there was always a snow plume blowing 
off our mountain , as we walked out via 
Lingshi Dzong. We had climbed the moun
tain on the only clear day. 

S.ummary: A brief account of the history of 
mountaineering in the Kingdom of Bhutan , 
Eastern Himalaya , and an ascent of Jitchu 
Drake (6970m) via a new route on the South 
Face, by Doug Scott and party, May 1988. 
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Above: Paul Hoskins on Bongos and Beached Whales (21), and Opposite: on The Lord's Prayer (27), Frog Buttress, Queensland, Australia. 

STRANGE TALES FROM THE 
BELLY OF THE CRUISING SHARK 
Words and Pictures by Glenn Robbins 
28 





~
d so it has come to this: I regret to 
announce that misguided believers 
in the Australian myth, the 'Sun

drenched Isle' promising year round perfect 
climbing conditions, have fallen on their 
heads. The famed Arapiles is awash, with 
the sky literally falling in on die-hard Inter
nationals (the future of Arapiles climbing) 
in the winter months of May through to 
August. In sheer desperation these climbers 
will part with a fistful of dollars in exchange 
for the 'cruising shark', a motor vehicle of 
dubious origin and more than questionable 
reliability, to extract themselves from this 
quagmire of broken hearts and shattered 
dreams. 

This is the winter of our discount tent 
where mixed feelings of betrayal and soggy 
sleeping bags are hurriedly packed for the 
mass exodus to the north and promise of 
finer climes. Paradise seemed so far away, 
and so it was; eighteen hours' drive along 
the inland highways of three states. Packed 
into the belly of this cruising shark not 
unlike sardines splashing about in their own 
brine will reduce even the hardiest travellers 
to such a traumatised state as to make them 
pull out their own teeth and slash their 
wrists with them after only ten kilometres . 
And at journey's end amidst a flurry of arms 
and legs these climbers are unceremoniously 
spat out in a bubbling ooze over the parched 
earth of Southern Queensland. 

The male inhabitants of this area possess 
hands as big as legs of ham with sausages 
nailed to them, enormous alcohol-induced 
swelling of the belly, the IQ of a house 
brick; they drive tractors. The females of 
the species seem rather timid (or is it down
trodden) and invariably gather up the herd 
of sprogs (children) in enveloping arms, 
wide-eyed with fear in the shadow of their 
bacon home-bringing man, at the mere 
approach of a climber. Needless to say all 
'blow-ins' or 'Mexicans' (anyone from 
south of the border) are despised beyond all 
normal parallels of hatred, striking a fear so 
intense in the hearts of locals that the major
ity would rather turn blue in the face than 
talk to climbers in a crowded bar. It is, how
ever, advantageous to be of non-Australian 
origin, if only to stand on the sidelines and 
witness the pitiful exhibitions. 

In this wasteland of visionary blight the 
bigot with tunnel vision is king, believing 
that all climbers scratch out a pathetic exis
tence on the dole and are therefore sucking 
the lifeblood of the nation . Ironically, even 
Queensland climbers who frequent these 
crags only on weekends receive the same 
rough end of the pineapple, resulting in a 
number of ugly scenes as the young bucks 
take it upon themselves to protect the 
town 's female population ( affectionately 
known as Bush Pigs) from the lure of the 
Iycra-clad cesspits of desire. The siren of 
hard times to come. However (to quote 
Jean Genet) 'One cannot commit evil in 
evil' . 

'Make sounds like a pig, Boy.' 
Surrounding this shallow pit of bigotry 

and inbreeding are a number of excellent 
crags amidst denser rainforest, inhabited by 
monstrous mosquitoes, skeletal spiders and 
cane toads . Cane toads, the plaything of a 
nation. So unpopular are these ugly crea
tures that each morning after a night's rain 
the entire population of Queensland stands 
poised with golf club, baseball and cricket 
bat, hockey stick and shovel to hurl and club 
the grotesque vermin into oblivion, provid
ing hours of family fun. 

Jivaro is the most recent crag to be 
reclaimed from the jungle and subsequently 
named after a little-known tribe of head
hunters from South America . This crag 
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Above: A view of part of Frog Buttress, with Darren Holloway and Richard Henderson on 
Borderline 29 (19) . Below: Mike Law on Child in Time (22). Opposite: Paul Hoskins will 
be climbing the Future Tense (26) . 



houses Queensland's hardest free climb 
Schwarzenegger (29), climbed over four 
days by Malcom Matheson . The climb itself 
lacks all aesthetic beauty, respite or positive 
holds , as every facet of the cave's ceiling 
slopes alarmingly. The tactics employed to 
climb Schwarzenegger require all the style 
and grace of sumo wrestling. Lay-away wildly 
in a deep depression with the side-pulls fading 
before your very eyes . Photographs can 
never do justice to this climb as it is 
the atmosphere and objective danger 
(mosquitoes) that entertain the sensors of 
horror. Future developments on this crag 
promise such ferocious pumps to lat and 
bicep muscles that new routists fear they' ll 
explode at the lip of this monster ceiling, 
showering onlookers with blood and pulpy 
flesh , to be left dangling from the roof like a 

ravaged cabbage patch doll. 

Two crags are within staggerin~ distance 
from Jivaro: Shady Buttress, again on the 
ugly side of vertical, and Western Wall , a 
pleasant respite , as one can only stomach so 
much of this horizontal jiggery pokery. 
Ride The Wild Smurf(24) and Gay Smurfs 
On Acid (24) lurk in the shadows of Shady 
Buttress, although only the Queensland 
locals know where . 

For our soggy travellers , however , Frog 
Buttress shall represent paradise with sun
drenched walls of pillar construction, picnic 
tables and camping at the top of the crag. 
Back in the dark ages cracks and thin seams 
with natural protection provided adequate 
entertainment during the long-term intern-

ment of climbers wishing to avoid the harsh
ness of southern winters . And now in our 
bolt-dependent adolescence we are ab!~ to 
climb the blank walls and sharp aretes 
between crack lines to produce some of 
Queensland's finest test pieces. Of over 350 
recorded climbs at Frog, at least 60 are of 
dick-wrenching classic status , providing 
more fun than the average abusement 
parlour and they must certainly be inc_luded 
in the schedule of any International climber 
as the prime winter playpen. . . 

Given that the most aesthetically pleasing 
and cleanest lines of an area are generally 
the hardest and that Frog has a number of 
easier lines with such qualities, it is of little 
wonder that Frog Buttress has become the 
most popular crag in Queensland. Lower 
graded classics such as Borderline 29 (19) , 
Conquistador (21) , Blacklight (21) and 
Child in Time (22) receive equal status as 
the 'created by the gods for your enjoyment' 
harder trade routes. There are so many 
harder routes that one can never mention 
them all. A selection of the finest would be 
Impulse (24), Down With His Pants (21) , 
You Climb This Direct (25) , Barbed Wire 
Canoe (26) and The Lord's Prayer (27) , to 
mention only a few. 

Sprinkled in amongst these classics are a 
number of absolute horror shows with as 
much entertainment value as entanglement 
in barbed wire, unless you're into that kind 
of kinky stuff. And God knows I_ wa~. One 
of these horrors involves lowering into a 
chasm of absolute darkness with trusted 
belay mate in tow. Once down he may 
enlighten as to why the pit reeks of such foul 
odour that you are !~ft ~agging f<;>r air _and 
how it is that everything 1s coated in a sticky 
ooze. It is bat shit . A desperate stuggle 
ensues as you naturally desist from touching 
anything while encountering overwhelming 
need to remain not one second longer than 
it takes to reach the light at the end of this 
nightmare. Your belayer has mentioned 
nothing about the carpet of python that 
lives on the offending bats at the bottom. 

Whilst on the subject of snakes and abject 
fear , very frequently climbers stu_mble 
across (or is it grapple with) strategically 
shed snake skins in the most desperate 
sections of climbs miles above ground , 
complete with eye sockets. It appears that 
enterprising reptiles slither up and down 
these cracks to dislodge last year's unwanted 
skins . Large lizards are also kn~wn t_o reside 
in these cracks to escape the bhstenng heat 
and strike a remarkable resemblance to 
snakes when only the head protrudes and 
you're gripped out of your mind. Not being 
experienced reptile handlers ourselves, we 
take to the air with the grace , dignity and 
sound effect of skewered pigs. 

There is a saying in Queensland that it is 
'beautiful one day , perfect the next'. How
ever, this has just been altered to 'beautiful 
one day , Japanese the next' as the Japanese 
have a strange and powerful yen for pur
chasing large chunks of Queensland's finest 
real estate . Why wage and subsequently 
lose a war to gain control of a country when 
you can just buy the bloody thing. Needless 
to say, briefcase wielding Japanese are not 
given a warm welcome by Australians , 
apart from property owners that is. Myself, 
I look forward to reclining in the plush 
leather lounge of the revolving sus~i bar at 
the summit of Frog Buttress to while away 
the twilight years of my climbing photo-
graphy with sake in hand . . 

The future has never looked so tuna pink. 

Summary: A personal view of climbing on 
Frog Buttress, Queensland , Australia by 
Glenn Robbins . 
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INDEX TOWN WALL REVIEW 
by Larry Kemp and Annie N. Carrera 

Opposite Page: Keith Lenard on the classic Thin Fingers (5.lla) , and Above: Carl Diedrich on the second pitch of Godzilla (5.10a), Index 
Town Walls, Washington State . All Photos: Larry Kemp. 

Index , Washington is a small northwest 
logging town located on the Skykomish 
river. In the summer it is a popular drop 

off point for kayakers and rafters. Tourists 
on driving trips across Stevens Pass com
monly stop there. Index is also the home of 
the Index Town Wall, the leading edge 
climbing area for Seattle residents . 

During the early sixties Fred Beckey and 
a small list of other pioneers considered 
these large granite walls to be an ideal aid 
climbing environment. The walls are steep , 
tall and strewn with vertical crack systems 
that run from bottom to top. The upper cliff 
is rightfully called a wall, in that it is consis
tently vertical or near vertical for the entirety 
of its five hundred feet in height. The aid 
climbers of the sixties were prolific; modern 
day free climbing pioneers are still discover
ing rusty old quarter inch bolt studs placed 
decades ago. 

During the free climbing revolution of the 
seventies Index could have been considered 

a forgotten place. With the exception of a 
very small low angle area, the cliffs were just 
too steep to yield free climbs at the standards 
of the seventies. Other nearby areas, namely 
Leavenworth to the east, and eventually 
Squamish to the north offered significantly 
more climbing at the easier grades . 

The free climbing potential of Index has 
only been recognised during the last five 
years. During that time the number of indi
vidual pitches has quadrupled. The trend is 
towards harder climbs. During the last year 
alone the number of 5.12 rated climbs tripled . 
Nearly every aid climb on the most popular 
lower wall is now a free route; and Index is 
populated; an average of 20 cars can be 
found in the lower wall parking lot on a 
Saturday or Sunday. 

Today Index can be called an expert's 
area. There are more climbs that are harder 
than 5.11 than there are that are easier than 
5.10. The median pitch difficulty at Index is 
5. lla . Added to the raw difficulty is the 

intimidation factor : at least the initial 
pitches of nearly all climbs are steep, very 
steep. Even the easier climbs are awesome. 
Of course, the intimidation factor is also 
what makes the climbs so rewarding. 

While there are not many easier climbs at 
Index, the few that exist are worth noting. 
The initial pitch of Godzilla could be the 
best 5.9 anywhere! It is vertical in its 130 
foot entirety. For those who wish to continue, 
subsequent pitches of 5.10a and 5.10d are 
simply breathtaking. Another great easier 
climb is Princely Ambitions, a 5.8 that fol
lows narrow ramp systems for two pitches 
up a vertical wall. Think about that: vertical 
climbing for 220 feet, yet only 5 .8 difficulty! 

Index Town Wall climbing is uncharac
t~ristic for its rock type. While it is granite, 
the walls are greatly featured. Cracks seem 
to be everywhere. So are edges and knobs. 
Many climbs are a blend of crack and face 
climbs and many of the newer climbs are 
strict face climbs . In consequence many 
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The superb and hardly developed Upper Wall at Index. Scope for many new routes of the highest standard and quality. 

climbs can be packed into very small areas. 
At both the main wall and the country area 
of the lower walls, routes are packed every 
30 feet. 

Index got fame and glory (but no fortunes) 
several years ago when Todd Skinner 
showed up to free climb the City Park crack. 
At its current 5 .13c rating it is one of the 
hardest granite climbs in the country. 

City Park was an exception . Nearly all of 
the rest of Index Town Wall development 
has been the work of Seattle area locals . 
Terry Lien, John Nelson , Greg Olson and 
Darryl Cramer were the pioneers. Today 
the cast of characters is -much larger, 
although still nearly all locals. Several days 
each week you can find Greg Olson hanging 
off of a fixed line, brush in hand. 

Most of the earlier routes derived their 
elegance from the obviousness of their 
lines; most of the newer routes don't even 
look climbable . A good comparison is 
between the obvious City Paik finger crack, 
and its immediate neighbour on the left, 
Batskins, a 5.12d stemming problem that is 
only discernable as a climb due to a line of 
fixed pitons. 

Index Town Wall free climbing develop
ment has taken place in the post-Yosemite 
era. Perhaps more importantly, it has taken 
place in the post-Smith Rock era. Rappel 
bolting, extensive cleaning and top-roping 
are commonplace. To some of us, the style 
of the first ascent does matter: a three inch 
long bolt clippable from a clean stance is 
definitely preferable to a hastily placed 
fixed knifeblade at groundfall distance that 
will rust out in two years. 

Many of the best Index Town Wall climbs 
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would probably not have been done at all 
without the new techniques. Max Dufford 
led the way when he placed nine bolts next 
to the Numbah Ten aid crack. While it 
certainly would have been possible to climb 
the 5 .12 cruxes by placing nuts in knife blade 
and RURP scars, it is doubtful that anyone 
would ever do it [Shame-Ed.] Today, many 
of us consider Numbah Ten to be the best 
climb at Index. Max also introduced the 
stick clip, a tactic that made R rated climbs 
like Spooner into well protected routes. 

There are some misconceptions about 
Index Town Wall. The first is pitch lengths. 
A recent article stated that Index has short 
pitches. Well, the average pitch length is 80 
feet, with most of the classics on the main 
wall having pitch lengths of over 120 feet. 
There are only a couple of pitches that are 
less than 60 feet. The second misconception 
is that the climbs are under-rated. Most 
locals disagree; in comparison to other 

· steep climbing areas, e.g . the Shawangunks 
or Yosemite , the ratings are about the 
same. The misconception comes from 
attempts to compare low angle climbs at 
neighbouring areas with high angle climbs 
at Index. Low angle climbs have been rela
tively easier for their grade since the advent 
of soft rubber, while higher angled climbs · 
nearly retained their difficulty level. At 
Index, a hard rating still means a hard 
climb. 

So where does an outsider start with 
Inde; Town Wall? The town of Index is 
slightly over an hour's drive from Seattle, 
on Highway 2. This means Index is about 
midway between Smith Rock to the south 
and Squamish to the north , making it a good 

stopover for people on road trips. The logi
cally obvious best time for Index is during 
the summer months, although the climbing 
season seems to be at least ten months long. 
The most popular month is, surprisingly , 
February, when a reliable consistent spell of 
warm and clear weather overcomes the area. 

Index Town Wall is actually a set of cliff 
bands on the north side of a deep river 
gorge. Generically we refer to the Upper 
and Lower walls. The lower walls have 
received most of the free climbing attention , 
due to the fact that you can drive up to any 
of them. The lower walls are: the main wall , 
the country area , the lower lump , and the 
inner wall. The upper walls are much larger 
and grander than the lower walls, but a rela
tively long 20 minute walk is required. The 
potential of the upper wall is relatively 
untapped, so expect to see more in the 
future. 

Across the valley is the pronounced 
Mount Index with three distinct summits , 
and along the ridge is Mount Persis. These 
are big peaks; their 6000 foot summits rise 
abruptly from the road below at elevation 
500 feet. These formations are not made 
from the same solid granite as the Index 
Town Walls, hence these mountains are 
frequented by Alpine climbers rather than 
rock climbers. Nonetheless , the presence of 
these walls adds an Alpine flavour to rock 
climbing across the way. 

The bulk of the free climbing activity at 
Index has been at the main wall of the Lower 
Town Wall. There is a low angled beginners' 
area on the left side of the main wall , but 
nearly all of the focus for this part is on the 
steep central area. The cliff is 400 feet tall , 



Right: Julie Calhoun on the first (5.9) pitch 
of Godzilla . 

and by conservative counts contains about 
75 pitches of climbing. Hard climbing at 
Index started at this area. 

Terry Lien set a standard for free climbing 
about six years ago by free climbing Japanese 
Gardens. This climb ends on top of the 
lower main wall, with four of its five pitches 
being hard 5 .11. Its first two pitches are 
steep , strenuous and technical crack climb
ing, while its top two are spectacular lesser 
angled cracks that might as well be face 
climbing. For years Japanese Gardens was a 
talked-about but rarely ascended climb. 
Today, it is one of the regularly travelled 
routes. 

Not long after Japanese Gardens was 
ascended, Iron Horse went free as the 
area's first 5 .12. Today, the lineup of good 
climbs in the immediate area is impressive: 
right next to the trail are two 5. lls, seven 
5.12s and a 5.13. The easier Princely Ambi
tions and Godzilla bracket the left and right 
sides of this amazing display. The best climbs 
of the hard routes are the newer ones , 
namely Model Worker (5.llb), Numbah 
Ten (5 .12b) and Ten Percent(5.l2a). While 
all of these routes weave in and out of 
cracks , all could legitimately be called face 
climbs, and all require a mix of fixed and 
natural protection . The shortest pitch 
amongst the bunch is Numbah Ten, which 
ends 90 feet up. With some effort , all of 
these routes climb multiple pitches, ending 
at the top of the wall. 

While the main wall is steep at its base, it 
actually lies back after a broken ledge system 
about 200 feet up . Past that point the wall is 
perhaps 75 degrees , allowing a different 
style of face climbs. Any of the lower pitches 
can serve as access to the upper half. There 
are classics on the upper wall, perhaps the 
most memorable being a recent climb, the 
fourth pitch of Ten Percent (5.llc) . This 
former RURP and bashie aid crack was 
bolted to produce one of the finer lesser 
angled face pitches around. To its left is 
another newer clirrib, Newest Industry 
(5.10d) which is yet another bolted face 1 

climb. Then for those preferring crack 
climbs, the new Claus Von Bulow(5.l0d) is 
an excellent one providing an alternative to 
the (also good) last pitch of Godzilla 
(5.10d). Claus is 30 feet left of Godzilla . 

The other major area of the lower wall is 
the Country. Two-thirds of the approxi
mately 30 total pitches at the Country were ' 
done during the last year. The Country 
area, to the right, is physically the same 
rock as the main wall, but separated by a 
massive rockfall. With just a few excep- 1 

tions , Country routes are face climbs . This 
area has unusual rounded knobs , and dis
continuous horizontal cracks. Many of the 
climbs link together irregularities to produce 
routes. Bolted protection is the norm , but 
most pitches require some natural place
ments . 

There is one easier route in the area , 
usually climbed as a cross between G-M and 
Heart of the Country, for a combined rating 
of 5.10a. Otherwise, the routes start at 
5.10d, and there 's only a couple of those . 

The Country area might have gone 
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unnoticed were it not for the ,actions of 
some non-climbers . The Robbins Company 
used the area for a demonstration of drilling 
and boring equipment, cleaning up the area 
and creating a large tunnel in the process. 
After they left, a University of Washington 
physicist took interest in the tunnel , using it 
in a set of experiments searching for the 
fifth force, supposedly the anti-gravity 
force. 

Whether or not there is any legitimacy to 
the UW fifth force, Greg Collum took 
advantage of the concept in establishing a 
climb named Fifth Force just outside the 
tunnel door. You'll need some anti-gravity 
forces on this one, a remarkably direct line 
that links together the multiple face cruxes 
to produce a 5.12b pitch. If you're short, it 's 
probably harder. 

There is a lot of good climbing in the 
Country area, although you might not know 
that by just seeing it. Just left of the tunnel 
door is Little Jupiter, a 5.lld face climb up 
very insecure knobs. A similar scenario is 
found on Phone Calls from the Dead, a 
5. lla version of the same that branches off 
to the second pitch of the G-M route. A rest 
is rarely a comforting one when the holds 
are rounded on all sides. 

The other Lower Wall areas are signific
antly smaller, but still worthy of attention. 
The combination of the Lower Lump and 
the Inner Wall contains some 15 pitches. 
The Lower Lump area is approximately a 
quarter of a mile down the road from the 
main wall. It contains the only lower angled 
faced pitches that are accessible right off the 
ground. The standout climb of the area is 
Racer-X (5.10d), the leftmost of three 
climbs that start together at the base of the 
wall. The Inner Wall is located in the notch 
between the lower lump and the main wall, 
and is reached via a ten minute trail from 
the main wall. The popular climb of the area 
is Even Steven, a tricky and steep 5.llb 
finger crack. 

With all of the activity at the lower walls, 
it would seem that the upper walls have 
gone nearly unnoticed. Relative to their 
potential, the upper walls have gone nearly 
unnoticed. They are at least ten times the 
size of all of the lower ones combined, with 
proportionately that much more potential. 
The wall is continuously steep, giving it a 
very big wall-type atmosphere. At 500 feet 
in height, it seems twice that tall. 

With this type of environment you might 
expect multi-pitch climbs, and there are! 
The Davis-Holland route, with its recent 
face climbing finish , is a spectacular six 
pitch route . The average pitch difficulty is 
5.10b, with a 5.llb crux on the fifth pitch. 
This climb has only a couple of significant 
ledges, making it very much like a wall 
climb . 

The other noteworthy major climb on the 
upper wall is the new Centerfold on the 
right side of the Diamond corner. All four 
of its pitches are _in the 5.lOc/d range. The 
first three pitches are face climbing, while 
the last climbs a thin crack in a steep corner. 
With no significant ledges, this four pitch 
climb is in a league with most ten pitch 
climbs! 

A new emphasis at the upper wall is for 
one or two pitch harder climbs at the base of 
the wall. Today there are approximately 30 
such pitches. Many of these are located on 
the main wall, while others are located on 
subsidiary cliffbands and formations. Expect 

Opposite Left: Eric Child on the popular 
Model Worker (5.llb). Right: Janice 
Woodcock at the crux of Princely Ambitions 
(5.8). 

to see many more short climbs on the upper 
wall next year; as of the end of the summer 
at least ten routes were left cleaned but not 
then completed. 

Several years ago the first 5.lls were 
established at the upper wall. Amongst 
them were Earwax and Clay, both 
intimidating and talked about routes. 

This year the standards were bumped 
further , with Electromatic (below the 
Abraxis roofs) and Young Cynics (right of 
Earwax) being established as the first 5 .12 
routes on the upper wall . These new routes 
also ushered in the new climbing style: both 
are bolt protected face routes . Like the new 
lower wall routes, these are unobvious lines 
up seemingly blank faces. 

The future of Index climbing lies unques
tionably·with the upper wall, and ten years 
from now I predict that most of the emphasis 
will be here rather than on the lower wall. 
Already, work is in progress to free some of 
the longer aid climbs. It's just a matter of 
time. 

Any area with rising standards will be 

subject to criticism, and Index Town Wall is 
no exception. The only valid case of criticism 
arose when holds were drilled to create a 
new climb. In this case the offender was 
confronted. The guilty party filled in the 
holes, and eventually worked out the route 
in its natural state. Other than that incident , 
the area should be free of criticism. 

There can be no argument as to whether 
Index free ascents are truly free ascents. 
Nearly every hard climb at Index Town 
Wall has had at least one redpoint ascent, a 
definition that includes only a bottom to top 
lead with no hangs, falls or lowers. 

To date there have been only a couple of 
flashes of hard routes, those being Tim 
Wilson 's early ascent of Virgin on the 
Ridiculous (5.12a), and Lynn Hill 's recent 
ascent of Iron Horse (5.12a). So far, no 
route rated harder than 5.12a has seen a 
flash. Visitors are welcome to challenge this 
record! 

Summary: A brief resume of developments 
at the Index Town Wall, Washington State, 
by Larry Kemp and Annie Carrera. 
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PLANNING AN EXPEDITION 
MEDICAL KIT 
by Dr David Hillebrandt 
It is the measure of the success of an expedi
tion when the medical kit is still complete at 
the end of a trip. On a recent venture our 
equipment was geared to the needs of a two 
man lightweight team to a very remote area 
where even the most rudimentary form of 
help would take at least a week to arrange. I 
am pleased to say that it remained virtually 
unused. The peaks were alpine in scale and 
altitude-related problems were not therefore 
relevant. The medical kits consisted of a small 
amount of personal self medication for both 
members which we could take or reject as we 
wished, a watertight base camp kit weighing 
about 1 kilogram and about 2 litres in volume 
which contained sufficient drugs and instru
ments to cope with most potentially serious 
situations, albeit with some considerable 
degree of improvisation, and two 'mountain 
packs'. One of these was carried by me and 
weighed about 6 ounces and the other 
extremely basic one weighed only 1 ounce 
and was for the non-medical member. 

This sort of arrangement seems as versatile 
as possible and can be extended to larger 
groups. Obviously altitude brings its own 
problems (greater risk of sunburn, frostbite, 
and acclimatisation illness with the poten
tially serious High Altitude Pulmonary and 
Cerebral Oedemas), but common facts gov
ern any expedition medical planning. Preven
tion must be better than cure and pre-trip 
innoculations and dental checks are highly 
recommended. I usually find that the threat of 
my attempting an extraction or filling with 
only one hour's formal dental training has 
most members fighting for the first appoint
ment with a local dentist prior to departure. 
Secondly, if the equipment is not available at 
the right place at the right time it is useless, so 
it is often better to have too little in the right 
place than a full operating theatre situated 
two glaciers and a snowy pass away. Thirdly, 
the practical medical experience of the party 
members must be considered since it is just 
as pointless for the average general prac
titioner to consider major surgery in a remote 
area as it is for an untrained layman to con
sider it the right time to learn how to give 
intravenous injections or perform chest 
drainage. It is useful to start obtaining medi
cal advice well prior to departure and it is nor
mally best if this comes from a doctor with 
specific experience in remote area medicine 
and its problems. A tame doctor may be able 
to demonstrate specific techniques, tailor the 
advice to the objective and advise on where 
to obtain supplies. There are now a multitude 
of First Aid and Mountain Medicine books on 
the market but many fail to pitch their advice 
at the correct level. It is pointless carrying a 
library in the hills, but Peter Steel's Medical 
Care for Mountain Climbers has often lived in 
my base camp box as an insurance policy and 
when all the other books have been passed 
around it is reassuring to see one's compan
ions flicking through it. I am pleased to say 
that a fully revised edition is due to be pub
lished soon by Constable in guide book for
mat under the title Medical Handbook for 
Mountaineers. 

Preparations in terms of innoculations may 
have to start up to two months before depar
ture and it is best to encourage everyone to be 
up to date with a tetanus course (as they 
should anyway be at home). In addition some 
destinations and countries en route may 
require Yellow Fever, Typhoid and Cholera 
jabs. It is also advisable to consider a Polio 
booster, TB immunity, lmmunoglobulin for 
Hepatitis A just prior to leaving and possibly a 
course of Hepatitis Band Rabies innoculations. 
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Even a short stop in a malaria area is a reason 
to start everybody on preventive drugs, but in 
view of constantly changing bug sensitivity, 
the correct type and dosage for the area 
should be checked prior to departure. Anti 
malarial drugs are best started a week before 
the date of departure and should be continued 
for six weeks after leaving the malaria area. 

At the early planning stage it is best to find 
if any members are known to be allergic to 
particular drugs since this may alter what 
supplies are ordered. This is also the time to 
ask about previous illnesses and operations as 
it would be silly to consider later evacuating a 
member for a suspected appendicitis only to 
realise that they had had the offending organ 
removed several years earlier! In a fit, healthy, 
active mountaineer virtually no illness should 
exclude them from an expedition, but a known 
tendency to a condition such as asthma might 
necessitate carrying a specific remedy. With 
the increasing risk of contaminated blood 
transfusion in some third world countries 
where H_epatitis Band AIDS virus screening is 
not routine on all supplies, I am increasingly 
encouraging members to be cross-matched 
prior to departure and to carry their own 
supply of injection and infusion equipment 
(available from MAST A if not from your tame 
doctor). Members can then act as mobile 
blood banks if required. Extreme tact and an 
understanding of these diseases may, of 
course, be needed to ensure that your own 
'bank' is not a potential source of infection. 

The preventative and minor ailment packs 
for each individual member can be handed 
out when all are involved in the chaos of pack
ing and each member can choose to take or 
reject the individual contents in the light of 
their previous experience. I normally include 
an iodine based water sterilising system (tab
lets or crystals for a saturated solution), lip 
salve, glacier cream, athletes foot powder 
and cream, aspirin, condoms, elastoplast 
strip and insect repellant (DEET via MAST A). 
Hopeful1y your companions will be aware of 
the risks of snow blindness and sun exposure 
and will have their own favourite sun hat and 
dark glasses. It is essential to stress that 

The Base Camp Medical kit 

sweat in a hot climate loses a lot ofthe body's 
water and that the resulting unnoticed dehyd
ration can lead to lethargy, headaches, con
stipation and pain on urinating. One can be 
fairly sure that one is drinking enough ifthere 
is a daily production of at least three clear 
looking pees. 

With this careful preparation the theory is 
that the main medical kit will not be needed 
but personal experience of several interna
tional varieties of 'Delhi Belly' and one par
ticularly severe attack when under an over
hanging serac have given me great respect 
for some gut bugs. The same theory also 
states that prevention is the key to avoiding 
these ailments, but one of the great pleasures 
of an expedition abroad is the experience of 
foreign culture and food. I normally can't 
resist 'just trying'. Once the bugs hit it is best 
to try the textbook treatment first. This means 
not trying to constipate oneself but starvation 
for 24 hours to rest the gut and taking up to 
four litres of fluid a day in sips. Ideally this 
should be a solution of one litre of boiled 
water with two level tablespoons of sugar or 
honey and ½ teaspoon of salt. MASTA will 
also supply a special measuring scoop for 
this drink. After 24 hours a 'normal' diet can 
be gradually reintroduced. If this treatment 
does not work or if travel on local transport is 
essential one can always resort to Peter 
Steel's 'Everest Blunderbuss Cocktail' which 
is a mixture of an overdose of most of the 
constipating drugs ever known to man and 
tends to bind most normal humans for about 
a week! If this fails a course of metronidazole 
is the next step, but it is best to avoid patent 
local remedies and remember that most anti
biotics make the situation worse. If this has all 
been to no avail, it's always worth presenting 
your doctor with a series offaecal samples on 
return. The bugs that are identified often 
serve to liven up a laboratory technician's 
otherwise routine day! 

The Base Camp Kit will hopefully be redun
dant and at the end of the trip it will be criticised 
for being too large, but I know that in the 
event of a serious accident it may well be too 



The basic 'on the hill' package. 

small. I feel that it should be designed for seri
ous conditions and that for lesser ailments 
simple 'home' remedies can be used. By the 
end of the trip people are therefore sick of me 
suggesting that boiled salt water solution is 
the best wound cleaner and that honey and 
lemon drinks or steam inhalations work for 
high altitude coughs. This policy does, how
ever, keep the weight down to a minimum 
and ensures that the limited supplies that are 
taken are kept for a case of real need. In terms 
of surgical hardware I carry a small selection 
of instruments such as scissors, forceps, 
artery forceps that can double as needle 
holders, and scalpel blades. Remember that 
blades can be used without handles and that 
syringes and needles can safely be reused on 
the same patient. The long needles used to 
give fluid into veins can also be used to drain 
the bladder of an unconscious patient with 
pelvic injuries or take fluid off the chest of a 
person with a severe chest injury. Matchsticks 
make excellent dental probes for inserting 
'Cavit' temporary fillings and can also be used 
to light a fire, which is not possible with more 
specialised dental instruments! A bladder 
drainage tube (catheter) ~an also be used _to 
administer up to three litres of non sterile 
fluid a day to an unconscious patient via the 
rectal route. Versatility is the clue to a well 
thought-out kit and this also applies to the use 
of a drug's side effects. 

Codeine Phosphate tablets are an excellent, 
though slightly old fashioned, mild to m?der
ate pain killer. They also tend to ~onst1pa~e 
and therefore can fulfil two roles. D1azepam_ 1s 
excellent as a preoperative drug and mild 
muscle relaxant but can also be used to calm 
a psychotic patient, or in smaller dose~ as ~n 
occasional sleeping tablet. Its long act_1ve life 
in the body does, however, mean that 1t has a 
marked hangover effect and there are more 
suitable drugs available to aid sleep un9er 
expedition conditions, although I tend to find 
that most people sleep when tired enough, 
even in cramped bivvies. For versatility I use a 
combined form of Flucloxacillin and Ampicillin 
(Magnapen capsules and injecti?ns) a:' .~Y 
basic antibiotic unless a member 1s penicillin 

sensitive when I use one ofthe cephalosporin 
group of antibiotics (Velocef ~apsu_les or 
injections). These are useful for infections of 
the chest, sinuses, ears and urinary system 
but in the event of a major infection in the 
abdomen (e.g. peritonitis following trauma or 
appendicitis) or a serious accident with an 
open break of the bones, including the skull, 
these antibiotics should be mixed with Metro
nidazole which can be given by tablet or, if the 
patient is unconscious, by rectal suppository. 
This combination kills '99% of all known 
germs'. On prolonged routes members often 
tend to try and remain constipated so it is 
wise to carry a small stock of laxatives such as 
Bisacodyl tablets to reverse this on return to 
base, but stand well clear. If one is having to 
live off a bland, low fibre diet, 'instant bulk' can 
be carried in the form of packets of lspaghula 
husk such as 'Fybogel' or 'lsogel'. A high fluid 
intake also obviously helps and is particularly 
important at high altitude especially when 
one is physically active. 

A dirty open fracture is one of the most 
potentially serious injuries that an exped_ition 
member is likely to have to care for actively 
over a prolonged period. More serious prob
lems are likely to sort themselves out one way 
or another before help arrives, and your care 
is unlikely to make much difference to the out
come. To minimise pain and prevent infection 
this type of fracture should be scrubbed clean, 
any dead tissue cut away, and the bones set, 
whilst starting the patient on massive doses 
of an antibiotic combination. To enable me to 
do this I carry the injectable general anaesthe
tic Ketamine (Ketalar by Parke Davies) which 
is as near to ideal as possible for single handed 
use. It should certainly be considered by any 
trip which happens to include a doctor 
amongst its members, although it is best if he 
has some experience in its use prior to depar
ture. For several years now I have carried 
Buprenorphine tablets (Temgesic by Reckitt 
and Colman) as my most potent pain killer. 
This drug deserves to be better known to 
mountaineers. It is as strong as morphine and 
although it has some similar side effects they· 
are all exhibited to a lesser extent. It has two 

great advantages in that it (s not contr~lled 
under international conventions for carnage 
across borders when for personal use and it is 
normally given as small tablets, from _ a con
venient blister pack, and allowed to dissolve 
under the tongue. It starts t_o _wo_rk vyithin 
about ten minutes and as an in1ect1on 1s. not 
needed it lends itself to use by untrained 
personnel operating on a potentially shocked 
and hypothermic victim. The same company 
now market Prochlorperazine in slow release 
tablets called Buccastem which also dissolve 
next to the gum and prevent t~e nausea a_nd 
vomiting which is well recognised as_ a s1<:!e 
effect of most strong pain killers. I earned this 
on my recent trip and it was also f?und to be 
fairly effective when used for sea sickness on 
the approach to the peaks. 

Altitude sickness is a major problem in its 
own right and anybody, layman or medically 
qualified, wanting or needing to know more 
should read Charles Houston's simple but 
thorough book Going Higher. This condition 
is a killer and the only real prevention is care
ful acclimatisation and the only real treatment 
is rapid descent. There may, in certain circum
stances, be a place for the use of Acetolamide 
(Diamox) for minimising the effects of Altitude 
Sickness, but if the potentially deadly High 
Altitude Pulmonary or Cerebral Oedema 
develops drugs like the diuretics Frusemide 
or Bumetamide and steroids such as Dexa
methasone will at best buy limited time prior 
to descent. Further details of these treatments 
can be obtained from the UIAA Mountain 
Medicine leaflets which also cover the pre
vention and treatment of Frostbite and Cold 
Injuries. 

The small first aid kit that I carry on routes in 
some ways reflects the contents of the Base 
Camp kit. Buprenorphine is the analgesic, 
used with Buccastem. In a remote area I carry 
a 24 hour supply of injectable antibiotics and 
at altitude a supply of Dexamethasone and 
Bumetamide. Rather than Amethocaine local 
anaesthetic eye drops for possible snow 
blindness I include a very light and cheap pair 
of plastic goggles to replace any lost on a 
route. I also have a couple of sterile wound 
pads (Melolin) and an elastoplast strapping. I 
usually carry a number 3 Guedel Airway 
which is a simple plastic tube which helps to 
prevent an unconscious patient choking on 
his tongue, although I have heard that ~n 
even lighter, cheaper and more versatile 
alternative is to carry a large safety pin which 
can be stuck directly through the casualty's 
tongue outside their mouth after pulling the 
tongue as far forward as possible! I suspect 
that this would work but I prefer the minimal 
weight of an airway. It would certainly provide 
an incentive to remain conscious! Remember 
that slings and splints can always be impro
vised from climbing tape, rucsacs, karrimat or 
skis, preferably using the casualty's own 
equipment! My companion's kit contains 
only analgesics and at altitude diuretics and 
steroids, but I would only expect to use this if 
I dropped my sac. in which case the situation 
would be fairly serious anyway. 

Useful Addresses and References 
1. UIAA Mountain Medicine Data Centre, 
Dept of Neurological Sciences, St Bartholo
mew's Hospital, 38 Little Britain, London 
EC1A 7BE. 
2. MASTA Ltd, London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine, Kepple Street, London, 
WC1E 7HT. 
3. 'Water Disinfection in the Wilderness' by 
Frederick Kahn and Barbara Visscher, The 
Western Journal of Medicine, May 1975. 
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PEOPLE 

Women Aspiring! 
For several years now, large, 
mixed American expeditions 
have gone to Everest, avowing 
beforehand that one at least of 
their intents was to 'put' the first 
American girl on the summit. In 
some cases, it has to be said, the 
assumption of such an aim had 
less to do with causes of sexual 
equality than with the novel 
opportunity it offered for 
soliciting expedition cash; 
nonetheless a degree of national 
embarrassment is felt over the 
unexpected elusiveness of the 
prize. The fact that women of 
other nations are making it to the 
top of Everest does not help. 'We 
are beginning to look ridiculous' 
was how British mountaineers 
(male) saw successive Everest 
failures of the thirties; similar 
feelings are now being expressed 
over the apparent lack of success 
of American women. 

With Lydia Bradey's possible 
ascent (reported p10 this issue), 
seven women have now stood on 
the world's summit. For an 
American girl to claim any sort of 
'first' for joining their number 
may seem a trifle arbitrary - even 
artificial, when you consider that 
Canadian Sharon Wood's ascent 
on the West Ridge in 1986 has 
already conferred upon her the 
honour of first North American 
women sum m iteer - but whatever 
other Himalayan achievements 
American women have made 
(and there are plenty), or will 
make, some deficiency will clearly 
still be inferred until one of their 
number has successfully 
'knocked the bastard off'. 

This whole women's Everest
treadmill issue was investigated 
recently by David Roberts in an 
important feature in American's 
Outside magazine.* Some 
expeditions, he found, were quite 
cynical about adding women to 
their team strength expressly to 
raise cash, only to relegate them 
to secondary roles once on the 
mountain; by the same token, 
strong women mountaineers 
were often bypassed in favour of 
relative novices who had affluent 
connections, or were friends of 
the leaders. A number of 
aggrieved women told Roberts 
how team-commitment to their , 
aspirations wavered once a 
summit assault began to look 
tangible, however well they had 
performed. Several expeditions 
that started well ended riven with 
dissent as women were omitted 
from the final line-up. 

The dependence of some many 
expeditions on funding generated 
by films can create a further 
imbalance. Filmmakers (akin to 
other sponsors) prefer women to 
be 'attractive'. Limelight and 
preferential opportunity may be 
given to those candidates 
deemed to be the most 'beautiful' 
or most 'feminine', regardless of 
proven ability. 
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Even at best, the devotion of an 
expedition towards getting a 
woman to the top of Everest can 
be seen as patronizing. The late 
Catherine Freer - who at the time 
of her death on the Hummingbird 
Ridge in 1987 was widely 
considered to be her country's 
strongest woman alpinist - saw 
the whole business as a farce. She 
always maintained vehemently 
that ifthere was any 'putting' to be 
done, she would rather be one of 
the 'putters' than the 'put'. In an 
interview that appeared 
posthumously in Climbing 
magazine, Freer said that looking 
back on some trips, she could see 
that the men organizing them 
needed to believe they were the 
ones putting the women on the 
summit. 'It made them feel 
stronger. That stinks!' When she 
arrived at Everest Base Camp in 
1986, fresh from a K2 attempt and 
hoping to be incorporated into a 
North Col expedition already 
under way, Freer offered herself 
as part of the camera crew. She 
sensed her presence was being 
seen as a threat to women already 
on the team (besides her K2 
experience, she had taken part in 
the first ascent of the North Face 
of Cholatse, regarded as one of 
the major Himalayan 
achievements of recent years). 
'You can edit me out of all the 
footage,' Freer told the other 
climbers (who were making a film 
of Women on Everest for ABC/ 
Mutual of Omaha). In the event, 
however, she did not join the 
expedition, but was invited onto a 
separate one attempting the West 
Ridge. 

Sue 'Killer' Giller, one of the 
stronger Everest contenders on 
merit, has attempted three 
different routes on the mountain 
(including the Kangshung Face) 
and in 1983 reached 27,000 feet on 
the West Ridge. Up till that time, 
she claims, most attempts by 
American women were made by 
experienced climbers on difficult 
routes, but now (as she told 
Roberts), 'it's sort of been 
everybody's girlfriend.' And the 
routes of choice have been the 
two easiest - the South Col and 
North Co/ lines. Giller says, 'I'm so 
sick of this first woman thing. All I 
want is for some woman to get up 
there and get it over with so we 
can get on with quality 
expeditions.' But she is first to 
admit that funding does not come 
easy for such quality expeditions. 
'People won't put out bucks 
unless there's some weird catch 
or angle.' Like women - on 
Everest! 

Personality problems on 
expeditions are nothing new, but 
sensation-hungry media are ever 
ready to blow up, out of all · 
proportion, petty jealousies and 
differences that arise among the 
girls, to the extent that the hoary 
old chestnut (so oft-quoted by 
male chauvinists) that women on 

High Borne Women? 

expeditions only spell trouble, 
could be construed as having a 
basis in fact. Mary Kay Brewster 
from Boulder, now a mature 
medical student in Vermont, 
found herself caught up in one 
such media-hyped squabble after 
the 1987 Snowbird Expedition, 
The Chicago Tribune making a 
huge meal over the 'first-woman' 
issue appeared (to one of the 
other women) to be blatantly 
favouring Brewster. Brewster 
herself ruffled feathers by 
claiming, according to team
mates Karen Fellerhof and Sally 
McCoy, that she could have gone 
to the summit if only a sleeping 
bag had been left for her at Camp 
Ill. Certainly good-weather time 
was lost while the whole team 
wrangled over which one ofthree 
acclimatised women was to be 
admitted into the select summit 
sextet. 

Catherine Cullinane, an Exum 
guide now married to expedition
man Renny Jackson, first went to 
EverE1st in 1986when she featured 
(with Giller and Brewster) in the 
Mutual of Omaha film. Then, bad 
weather thwarted progress on the 
classic North Ridge line. She will 
return to the Mallory Route in the 
Spring of this year, this time with 
a small expedition led by Annie 
Whitehouse. They will be two 
women on a six-person team 
employing no high altitude 
porters or artificial oxygen. 

The highest any American 
woman has been on Everest is 
28,000feet. This was first reached 
in 1983 by Annie Whitehouse on a 
West Ridge expedition, and again 
in the autumn of 1987 by Mimi 
Stone, climbing the Great Couloir 
while winds were gusting up to 
100mph, Stone recalled how she 
was aware of being 'out there on 
the edge.' Although her oxygen 
had run out several hours before, 
she was obliged to continue 
lugging the empty cylinder 
upwards as there was no safe 
place in the steep couloir above 
the Yellow Band to stop and 
remove it. What made her push 
herself, she told Roberts, 'was the 
fun I was having.' There was no 
thought for what it might mean to 
the cause of women's climbing. In 
an earlier interview, however, 
Stone (now 29) did admit that at 
the age of ten, she conceived the 
desire to be first woman up 
Everest. It came after a teacher 
gave her a copy of Walt 
Unsworth's Tiger of the Snows 
(the story of Mummery), but the 
ambition was soon forgotten, The 
incident was only recalled after 
she received her Everest invite. 
Whoever now achieves it, Stone 
says, 'It's about time an American 
woman got to the summit. It's 
almost embarrassing nobody 
has.' 

So it may be, but it still has to be 
done in style if the ascent is to 
have any value. Kitty Calhoun, 
who in 1987 led a four-person 

party (the others all men) to 
success on the North East Ridge 
of Dhaulagiri, has so far resisted 
the women-up-Everest race. As 
she says, 'I wouldn't want the 
reason I climb Everest to be 
because I want to be the first 
woman on top. You could get into 
a lot of trouble that way.' 

* The Summit of Hype by David 
Roberts, Outside Magazine, 
October 1988. 

Glitzy People 
Magazine entrepreneurs plainly 
see the Adventure Market as one 
of burgeoning potential, 
something which is giving pause 
to older established periodicals, 
who are feeling forced to rethink 
and modernise their wares. 

Following the recent 
introductions of Odyssey and 
Pursuit in the UK, we now also 
have The Adventurers, a new 
monthly under the editorship of 
Enrique Meneses. Its first issue 
contained no Editorial nor 
Statement of Policy, but paraded 
an entertaining if light mix of 
international articles in full colour. 
All told, British magazines of this 
nature have yet to achieve the 
slickness of foreign counterparts: 
the American Outside probably 
remains brand-leader with its 
intelligBnt balance of items, some 
concern for accuracy, quality 
writing, and an applied handbrake 
on hype. 

In Europe, too, there is no 
shortage of smooth monthlies 
pandering to the armchair 
adventurer, from Italy's rather 
curiously entitled Jonathan to a 
new French production, Les 
Nouveaux Adventuriers. The 
degree of seriousness varies, but 
the emphasis in all is firmly on 
exotic travel and beautiful, 
promotable heroes and heroines. 
Multi-disciplined heroes are tops -
ie the fast driving, hangliding, 
water-skiing, ballooning 
mountaineers. When and where it 
comes to hardcore adventure, 
predictably every journal is 
chasing the same few well-known 
names. 

With a slightly wider brief 
World Magazine (editor Mark 
Ausenda) , launched in Britain 
eighteen months ago by an 
enterprising Italian family, is 
·proving a difficult act to follow, It 
quickly picked up an award for 
Magazine Design of the Year, am. 
with an ABC circulation of nearly 
75,000 for the first half of this year, 
seems to have hit the secret of 
making itself eminently 
collectable. Copy is often over
written, verging on the 
pretentious, but the picture 
content is superb; indeed pictures 
are all that really count, the policy 
being that text can always be 
tailored to fit, On the basis of if 
you can't beat 'em, join 'em, the 
Royal Geographical Society 
recently announced that it had 
handed over editing and 
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production of its own 
Geographical Magazine to 
World 's publishers, Hyde Park 
Publications. Ausenda promises 
to revamp Geographical into a 
popular, newsy sister-magazine 
to World, that will command 
authority sufficient to 'regain' it 'a 
prominent position with the 
ruling classes of Great Britain .' 
(Only an Italian could say that!) 
Time alone will determine the 
wisdom of the new arrangement, 
but cynics are quick to point out 
that whatever happens, World 
cannot lose : if it fails to produce 
two successful independent 
publications, it will at least have 
eliminated the opposition . 

Or, so might have been 

thought. However, the highly 
professional German publication, 
Geo, which already.operates 
successfully also in Spain and 
France, is poised to introduce an 
English version this year. This will 
challenge not only the two Hyde 
Park titles, but their monster 
competitor from the States, 
National Geographic. 

These may all seem a far cry 
from mountaineering, except that 
what sells magazines on a large 
scale is excitement, romance and 
glamorous pictures ; and climbing 
- particularly expedition and 
exploratory climbing - is one rich 
source of all three. All the new 
magazines can be expected to 
regularly feature mountaineering 

topics, and in the glossier 
instances, to pay highly for the 
privilege. Sometimes they will 
support expeditions ; 
occassionally, (as already 
happens in adventure-film 
making) even suggest them. 

Magazine empires are highly 
volatile. In Europe, warnings are 
frequently expressed that 
climbing has been hijacked by the 
glossy magazines, that outsiders 
dictate what gets reported and 
impose manufactured values and 
star systems. Traditionally, in 
Britain, we have done little 
beyond wonder at this, smug in 
the knowledge that our climbing 
journals are written by climbers, 
for climbers, and nobody makes 

fat profits from them: what cause 
then to fear the big boys? 

Possibly none. Probably none. 
But it is worth remarking 
whenever mountaineering is 
seized upon by outside interests, 
for whatever purposes. We used 
to worry that educationists were 
perverting the sport for their own 
interests; nowadays potential 
unsolicited influence is far more 
likely to come from big business -
from the adventure-peddlers : 
sponsors, competition
promoters, advertisers, film
makers, book-publishers, tour 
operators - and yes, even the 
producers of seductive 
magazines. We should keep our 
eyes open, that's all. 
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GEAR 
Edited by Steve Foster 

Lowe Footfang 

If anyone out there reads these Gear articles, 
I anticipate groans from a great many. Rigid 
crampons, I know, have not yet been accepted 
by many ice climbers, but anyone seriously 
interested in steep ice must consider them 
and anything other than 'step-in' type bindings 
should not be considered. 

The choice of 'true' rigid crampons is quite 
small in Britain, making my job a little easier. 
Several suitors had to be rejected from firms 
like Charlet Moser and Stubai who submitted 
'pseudo' rigid affairs. But rigid means just 
that and converted articulated efforts just will 
not do. One true rigid that did elude me was 
from Simond. Rare sightings were made of 
early models in old Simond ads and I was 
able to look at the new one briefly at ISPO, but 
Wild Country were unable to obtain a pair for 
review. This is a pity as they looked very 
interesting. 

Dispelling a Few Myths 
A common misconception derived from using 
early rigid crampons with less than rigid 
leather boots is that they are prone to fatigue 
fracturing. The advent of rigid plastic shell 
boots plus more advanced designs makes 
this unlikely with the crampons reviewed 
here. 

Another commonly held belief is that they 
are difficult to walk in and uncomfortable for 
general mountaineering. My answer to that is 
that step-in bindings have eliminated the 
'painful ankle syndrome' caused by rigid 
crampon plus straps and anyway we are talk
ing steep ice and not mountain walking! 

'Balling up'? Yes they do, but in my experi
ence all crampons do to a greater or lesser 
extent. In any case clearing crampons whilst 
descending in sticky snow conditions should 
be a matter of habit and not left to creaking 
articulated crampons. In addition, all the 
rigids reviewed have either integral anti
balling plates or can be fitted with some. 

Plus Points 
Penetration! This sums up the following 
points (no pun intended). A properly fitted 
rigid crampon becomes part of your foot with 
no vibration or bounce (dependent on 
technique) and less ice shattering (dependent 
on type of points selected - more of which 
later). These properties increase confidence 
and reduce fatigue. A modular crampon, like 
a modular axe, promotes longevity in an 
expensive and often much-abused piece of 
equipment. A couple of the models reviewed 
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Rigid Crampons 

Lowe Lightweight Footfang 

here are not fully modular (refer to chart). 
This means that the front points cannot be 
individually and inexpensively replaced and 
as such cannot be as practical. 

Types of Front Points 
Vertical front blades are the only way forward 
(or up). I emphasise the plural as the mono 
point variety offered by some manufacturers 
are highly unstable and not to be recom
mended. The optimum separation for these 
two blades is open to argument but I find the 
Lightweight Footfang about perfect. The 
French style flat points offered as options or 
fitted as standard on the Grivel and Chouinard 
are still very popular as many climbers fear 
that vertical blades will cut through. In my 
experience this does not happen, but to 
alleviate this fear Footfangs have a (Snow 
Tooth) addition between the front blades. As 
this is positioned underneath the toe of the 
boot if the points are set at the correct length 
it seems a waste of time to me. 

Bindings 
As mentioned before I only consider step-in 
bindings as valid. Many people are still wary 
ofthese. Of course if you are still using leather 
boots or worn-out original Koflachs with no 
welts remaining, then you cannot use a bail 
type step-in binding. All the rigids reviewed 
are fitted with this type of binding al)d, with 
the exception oft he Chouinard, are unavailable 
in strap fitting form. 

Step-in bindings are easy and convenient 
to use, reduce the risk of frostbite by not 
restricting blood circulation, are totally 
secure when fitted correctly and make the 
crampon a part of your boot and hence an 
extension of your foot. 

Fitting 
This is probably the most important section of 
the whole piece. Your life may depend upon 
it!! So go to a specialist shop with climbers as 
staff, and take your boots along. The first 
thing to look at is the condition of your boot 
welts. If you have leather boots - forget it! - if 
you have old style plastic boots without cus
tom grooves at toe and heel, you may be able 
to get away with it. Your welt should be at 
least 5 mm in depth, flat and not rounded off 
(as happens after a lot of rock climbing) . 

When selecting your crampons pay par
ticular attention to the toe bail and check how 
it sits in the groove. Several of the rigids 
reviewed have poor toe bails (check individual 

reviews). The bail should sit in and around the 
whole of the toe. Point contact is not adequate. 
Bending the toe bail may be possible but I do 
not recommend this as it may compromise 
the bail strength. The type of bail may also 
inhibit adjusting point penetration. I use 
about 25 mm from front of toe of boot. Next 
check that the heel clamp can be adjusted to 
give the correct amount of tension. The heel 
clamp should flip up with a solid snap. If you 
require a large amount of force to get the 
clamp up you have got it too tight and you will 
distort your plastic shells, possibly com
promising comfort. If the clamp tends to flip 
back, you have the length of the crampon to 
rear clamp ratio wrong. Consult your special
ist shop staff. If it just flops up weakly then 
obviously it's not tight enough. The ankle 
strap is only to keep the clamp up, so don't 
have it overtight as this can cause frostbite. 
When setting the length of your crampon 
make sure the rear of the boot overhangs 
the rear section of the crampon as on some 
models the boot heel tends to fall into the 
crampon, compromising security. 

A last point on toe bails and heel clamps. If 
you use Yeti gaiters they will tend to interfere 
with both functions so pull up the rand to 
allow proper location. A few 'blobs' of 
superglue will keep the rand in place. 

General Points 
Always check all nuts and bolts, as well as fit, 
while you are still in the valley. Preferably put 
the things on and use a board angled against 
a wall to check everything is working okay. It 
is no use finding out something is wrong 
when you are balanced precariously below 
the first pitch. Also check for wear and tear 
and sharpen points between routes as cram
pons are probably the most abused items in 
any climber's equipment. If your crampons 
fall off it is usually due to poor fitting and very 
rarely the fault of the equipment! The moral 
of this section is take your boots to a specialist 
shop and get them to fit the crampons. If they 
cannot do this, go to another shop that can! 

Technique 
Now I know you all love this bit. Again it is 
aimed at newcomers. If, as I have advised, 
you have chosen rigid crampons with vertical 
blade points then you are halfway there. But 
you need to help them along a bit. 

Learn to swing the lower leg from the knee. 
A lazy swing not a jab. You have probably 
heard about keeping the heels low. Not too 



Salewa/Chouinard Rigid 

low or your points will lever out, just so the 
angle between your foot and shin is slightly 
less than 90 degrees. 

Learn to read the ice and you can s_ometimes 
just step up on ripples and your weight will 
force the points in, and most important be 
aware of your feet and keep them still after 
placing your points. Finally, on long, ted ious, 
easier-angled ice, front pointing with one foot 
and side stepping with the other is much less 
fatiguing. You will probably find that one way 
works better than another as most people are 
'footed ', i.e. have a naturally dominant leg. 

Footfang (Standard) 
Jeff Lowe revolutionised crampon design 
with the Footfang. He threw out old ideas of 
producing a design that followed the shape of 
a boot sole (as produced by Chouinard and 
SMC) and instead concentrated on producing 
a totally rigid structure. Yes, it does look a bit 
like a Mecca no set, but it is ruthlessly efficient. 
The standard 'fang' however is just too heavy. 
The extra weight over the Lightweight Foot
fang appears to come from the 8 intermediate 
mini points positioned between the main 
large points giving a total point count of 20 (in 
my view totally unnecessary). The integral 
'Rislan' plastic base, which is a structural part 
of the crampon acting as the spacers between 
the main members, appears to be the only 
other source of extra weight. All other features 
are common with the Footfang apart from the 
heavier 'Snow Tooth', an add-on to later 
models to appease the 'fear of cut through' 
brigade. 

The toe bail and heel clamp bail are both 
hefty affairs and can be easily adjusted, flip
ping them through 90° so that the flattening 
on the ends of the bail will pass through oval 
holes in the frame. 

The toe bail has three possible positions, 
allowing adjustment for penetration or to 
accommodate front point wear. Two rubber 
washers are used to prevent accidental loss 
of the toe bail and are a poor solution on such 
a technical crampon . 

As mentioned before the Snow Tooth 
appears not to perform its stated role but 
does serve to reduce side flex of the front 
points. Another feature unique to the standard 
'Fang' is that the front points are closer 
together, 3.5 cm, than on the lightweight foot 
fang . 

Good points are the neoprene ankle strap 
with buckle which won't freeze up and the 
simple but effective fine tuning for the rear 

Cassin Scarface 

heel clamp. Simply unscrew the alloy plate 
used to secure the heel bail and reverse to 
'fine tune' the tension. 

I only found this out by accident as none of 
the fangs come with instructions. A point for 
Manufacturers and Importers here : all but 
one type of rigid crampons reviewed had no 
instructions, which is ridiculous for such 
complicated pieces of equipment and is simply 
not good enough. 

Footfang (Lightweight) 
The Lightweight Footfangs have no Rislan 
base and no intermediate mini points and a 
smaller Snow Tooth . All these changes serve 
to bring the weight down 100 gms, which 
may not seem much, but you definitely notice 
the difference. I've used these for the last 
three years and only undertake tests of other 
crampons reluctantly. Apart from being 
lighter the other important difference is that 
the front points are wider apart (4.5 cm) which 
I find more stable than on the Standard Fang. 

Alloy tubes are used as spacers where the 
Rislan base would have been, so of course 
they ball-up. Unfortunately the Rislan base on 
the Standard will not fit the Lightweight (I 
tried it), so you have to either fit the Camp 
rubber anti-balling plate or sort something 
out yourself. I just put up with the balling and 
keep them as light as possible. 

The penetration and security of Fangs has 
to be experienced to be appreciated. Front 
pointing on easier angled slopes is like walking 
up steps. 

The only complaint mentioned to me, 
although I can't say I've experienced it, is that, 
when traversing, as the outside of the boot 
overhangs the crampons (leaving the points 
under the boot sole), the points don't bite 
unless you articulate your ankle sufficiently. 
All other features, front and rear bails and 
front points are the same as the Standard 
Fang. 

Again no instructions, and indeed the picture 
on the box also shows the Fang incorrectly 
fitted to a boot! 

Titanium Footfang 
This crampon is only for the rich. Its hefty 
price and lighter weight are explained by the 
use of titanium sides and back, although all 
other features are common to the Lightweight 
Fang, including chrome alloy front points. 

Conclusion: Of the three Fangs my choice 
is the Lightweight. The Standard is too heavy 
and has unnecessary features and the 

Titanium is far too expensive to be considered. 
I think, however, that Lowe should pursue a 

lighter Fang at a reasonable price. For sheer 
efficiency, they are my choice every time. 

Chouinard Rigid 
The Chouinard Rigid, produced by Salewa, 
has been around for a long time, has under
gone little change since it was first designed 
and is still available as a strap-on crampon. 

The step-in version has lost its centre posts 
and has small stubby rear posts which only 
serve to 'hang-up' on the boot sole as you put 
it on . 

The front bail has no adjustment so you 
can 't compensate for wear and the rear bail is 
an overcomplicated, swaged wire affair 
which 'hangs-up' on the boot heel as you 
crank up the clamp. The only good point is 
excellent fine adjustment incorporated in the 
heel clamp. 

The heel strap is nylon tape with an awful 
metal quick release buckle. The former will 
freeze and the latter can come undone easily. 

The crampon is not a true modular design 
as the front points are part of the two sides of 
the forepart of the crampon, so they cannot 
be replaced when worn down. 

The two front pieces and the two heel 
pieces come ready Allen screwed together 
with the Allen screws peened over; thus if 
you wish to alter the width at the toe or heel 
you have to use a file to release the Allen 
screws. Also these Allen screws are prone to 
thread stripping on connecting the fore and 
rear sections and you need the patience of a 
saint plus a vice or mole wrench to get two 
holes to line up on either side of the crampon. 
Six Allen screws (without locking nuts) are all 
that hold the crampon together, so frequent 
checking is necessary to ensure they do not 
work loose. 

A common probl'em on assembly is that 
you find the front points are canted over to 
one side, and no amount of juggling with the 
side pieces will orientate them better. I usually 
resort to a file and reduce the prominent 
point! The front points have been improved 
from the original design and are the best of 
the horizontal blade designs. 

,,Chouinard Rig ids come with Allen key and 
spare screws but no instructions, which again 
is not good enough, especially as it is such a 
pain to fit properly. 

Conclusion: The Chouinard Rigid was 
once 'State of the Art', but is now dated with 
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GEAR (cont.) 

Grivel 2F 

some poor design features. It is, however, the 
second lightest crampon reviewed. Even so, 
taking into account its expense, it would not 
feature near the top of my shopping list (and 
once I would have used nothing else - how 
times change!) 

Cassin Scarface 
A plastic crampon! Now don't throw your 
hands up in horror, this is a look into the 
future of crampon design, although I would 
not say Cassin have got it perfectly right. This 
design is an extension of the Standard Foot
fang, but instead of using plastic merely to 
space the points, the plastic base has become 
the structure on which the points are 
mounted. Zietel St 801 Nylon from Dupont is 
used with the correct mix of resilience and 
temperature tolerance. Designer plastics are 
used in most technologies so why not in 
crampons? The Scarface comes in four sizes 
and has a selection of mono, double vertical 
blade and classic alpine points. The double 
blade points I think are a little too far apart. 
The negative features are non-adjustable 
front bail (poor shape), a nylon strap on the 
heel clamp held on by Fastex buckle, and no 
tools or instructions. The rear bail and clamp 
is efficient and adjustable. 

Definltely not for the superstitious, it has 13 
parts held together with 13 Allen screws and 
self-locking nuts, thus getting highest rating 
on the 'Meccano' scale. 

Don't let my attempt at being humorous put 
you off, though. Plus points include lightness, 
good anti-balling base and the possibility of 
replacing individual points. 

Conclusion: A glimpse • into the future. 
Although effective, still room for more 
development. 

Grivel 2F 
The 2F stands for two functions. Grivel has 
this quaint idea that you should leave their 
crampon in an articulated mode for walking. 
Forget it and get those bolts in! The resulting 
rigid crampon is the lightest on test. This is 
not a modular crampon but comes in two 
halves (front and rear). Three point options 
Classic Alpine; four forwards pointing and 
mono. 

The front bail is non-adjustable and poor 
angular shape; it also has attached a steel 
strip with ring - another quaint idea to reassure 
those with no confidence in step-ins and used 
to stop the front bail flipping off. The ankle 
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Camp Ice Invader 

strap is nylon tape (will freeze up) and has 
fiddly double ring closure. 

The front horizontal points are crude and 
broad, more suited to neve than hard ice and 
they flex alarmingly under weight. (No break
ages reported after two years of use.) A custom 
rubber anti-ball plate can be attached and 
they come with a strong carrying case. Again 
no instructions but Allen key and screws and 
nuts provided. 

Conclusion: This is the lightest crampon 
reviewed and despite my reservations has 
been a top seller for two years. That many 
customers can't be wrong. 

Camp Ice Invader 
Camp have taken the best features of the 
Grivel 2F and the Footfang and blended them 
into an excellent design. The Ice Invader is a 
true modular system and comes with three 
point options: Classic, mono and 'Footfang'. 
The Classic is unusual in having a 'T' cross 
section with a toothed blade below the hori
zontal point. My choice (you guessed it): the 
Footfang style. This posed an immediate 
problem. The toe bail fitting, though adjusta
ble, could not accommodate the extra throw 
of the 'fang' points. I solved this by forcing on 
a pair of Footfang bails, but Camp must pro
vide some appropriate bails as standard. Fit
ting the front points was a pain in the neck as 
the lugs were covered in paint, making loca
tions possible only with large amounts of 
'welly' with a hammer. Perhaps I should have 
scraped the paint out first. 

The rear bail and clamp are the same as 
used on the Fangs, so no complaints here. 

In an attempt to be 'all things to all men', 
Camp suggested the Invader can be used 
articulated like the Grivel 2F. In this mode the 
crampon is designed to pivot about a centre 
post, but with the addition of another bolt 
either side becomes rigid. 

By 'nipping' in the rear of the crampon they 
are made to be left and right footed, and I like 
the short points on the body of the crampon. 

Again to alleviate 'balling-up', Camp pro
duce a custom rubber plate (mine broke as I 
tried to fit it). 

Surprise! These crampons have instructions. 
However, on reading them - well, judge for 
yourselves. Quote: 'If there is any dififculty 
of screwing, it's because of the necessary 
precision of the interior exis between pivot 
and threaded hole. a greater joke means the 
instability of the points when used'. 

I think this lost something in the translation 
from Italian. 

Conclusion: This comes second choice for 
me behind the Lightweight Footfang. The 
Titanium 'Fang' is too expensive to be practi
cal. The Invader loses out to the Fang only by 
virtue of not being as rigid, but in every other 
feature, including being lighter, it gets full 
marks. 

Footnote 
Amongst all these crampons are the design 
features and technology to produce the 'per
fect crampon' . Two British firms are currently 
engaged in designing a British crampon. I 
look forward to seeing the efforts of Mountain 
Technology and DMM. 

Report on AFS-Expedition Boots 
Having used AFS 101s on Arna Dablam in 
1987, I'd found them not quite warm enough 
at 21,000 feet at 5am. This is hardly a com
plaint - this kind of treatment is well outside 
what the designers envisaged. Upon being 
invited on a trip to the West Ridge of Everest 
soon after I returned, I resolved to look after 
my extremities very carefully. Having learned 
through the review in Mountain 119 that an 
expedition version of the AFS 101 was availa
ble, I purchased a pair through First Ascent, 
Asolo's distributor in the UK. 

Being much more aware of the need for 
room in boots to move my toes, I ended up in 
8½s in the Expeditions compared to 7½ in the 
standard 101s. With this and the extra insula
tion in the inner, each boot weighs about 50 
gm more - a small price to pay for keeping 
your toes. · 

The AFS Expedition has all the functional 
features I like in the 101: the groove in the toe 
to take step-in bindings; dual lacing system 
and a comfortable quick-drying inner boot. 
The outer covering of the Expedition inner is 
a silver-coated fabric. I remain sceptical of the 
part radiation plays in boot insulation (they 
look good in the disco) but this coated fabric 
seems to withstand the rubbing of the inner 
on the outer shell better than the standard 101 
inner. However, the tape over the sewing of 
the central seam is peeling off on both the 
Expedition inners, presumably due to the 
non-absorbent nature of the silver-coated 
fabric. You can't win! 

The outer boot appears to be standing up to 
moraine bashing better than the 101, being a 
harder plastic, and the overall appearance of 



UK UK Manufacturer Name Importer Price 

Lowe/Camp Footfang Allcord £62 

Lowe/Camp Lightweight 
Footfang Allcord £60 

Titanium Lowe/Camp Allcord £160 Footfang 

Chouinard Chouinard 
Salewa Rigid Karrimor £80 

Cassin Scarface Orion £60 

Grivel 2F Troll £63 

Camp Ice Invader Allcord £62 

the Expedition is of a more long-lasting boot 
after a similar amount of use. In the event, I 
went to Annapurna Ill this year instead of 
Everest, and at similar altitudes and tempera
tures to Arna Dablam, the boot was as com
fortable and definitely warmer. 

Finally, as a comment on Steve Foster's 
review in Mountain 119, I would like to add 
that if ski-boot clips are introduced on moun
tain boots, then the manufacturers of super
gaiters had better start making them a bi( 
more roomy around the arch of the foot, a 
long overdue modification in one particular 
manufacturer's case. 

That's my personal griping over. To sum
marise, the AFS Expedition is a recommended 
boot for high altitude use, given the provisos 
of correct initial fitting, careful selection of 
sock combination, and constant monitoring 
of toe temperature on the hill. Beware Freddy 
Frostbite! 
Andy Perkins 

Editor's Notes on AFS Expedition Report 
Andy comments on the 101 inner durability. 
Since he acquired his 101s the inner boots 
have been covered with a new material which 
is much more durable. He also comments on 
harder plastic on Expeditions - not correct; 
the plastic is the same pelax as on the 101. He 
probably got the impression of tougher plastic 
because he had not given his Expeditions the 
same punishing treatment as his 101s, namely 
climbing chalk, granite, and thrashing about 
in Scottish bogs. 

Andy's comments on volume of gaiters are 
probably aimed at the Berghaus Yeti. He will 
be pleased to hear that Berg ha us have tackled 
this problem and the new range Yeti Ardwa 
1000, Yeti Extrem and Yeti Expedition have 
new rands and have been designed around 
plastic boots. 

Weight 
per pair Type 
Grams 

1300 Modular 

1200 Modular 

1180 Modular 

Semi 912 Modular 

965 Modular 

860 Semi 
Modular 

950 Modular 

AFS Expedition Boot Report 

Front 
Points Binding Sizes Spares & Tools Comments 

Available 

Double Two spanners 
Vertical Step-in One size spare bolts Too heavy 
Blade 

Double Two spanners Vertical Step-in One size The business 
Blade spare bolts 

Double Two spanners For the climber 
Vertical Step-in One size who has 
Blade spare bolts everything 

Classic Step-in Allen key 
Alpine Strap One size spare screws Golden oldie 

option 

Double 
Vertical Step-in Four sizes None A look at 
Blade or the future 

Classic Alpine 

Single 
Vertical Step-in Two sizes Allen key and The lightest Blade or bolts and 

Classic Alpine carry bag 

Footfang type Two spanners All things to or Classic Alpine Step-in One size and bolts all men or Mono 

Above: The Asolo AFS Expedition Boot. 
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BOOKS Venables on Messner 

Beatty Wilderness Photo Essay 

All 14 Eight Thousanders 
by Reinhold Messner 
Crowood Press £19.95 

Reinhold Messner dominated 
Himalayan mountaineering for 
sixteen years, from his epic 
traverse of Nanga Parbat in 1970 
to his completion of all 8000 metre 
peaks in 1986, and his influence 
will be acknowledged for many 
years to come. Right from the 
start he was pushing out the 
frontiers of possibility, with his 
unintended on-sight descent of 
the Diamir Face. Five years later 
he and Peter Habeler opened the 
world's eyes with their brilliantly 
executed, genuinely 'alpine-style' 
ascent of Hidden Peak. In 1978 
they reverted to heavy siege 
expeditioning, but only as a 
means of achieving another 
breakthrough-thefirstoxygenless 
ascent of Everest. As if to purge 
himself of this 'big expedition' 
involvement, Messner went 
straight on to solo Nanga Parbat 
and then, two years later, pushed 
himself further to make the first 
(and so far only) solo ascent of 
Everest. The next test, in 1982, 
was to climb three eight 
thousanders (including a new 
route on Kangchenjunga) in one 
season and then, in 1984, with his 
protege Hans Kammerlander, the 
double traverse of Gasherbrums 
II and I. By now he had admitted 
to himself that it would be 
interesting to climb all the eight 
thousanders. Two years later, in a 
storm-swept dash to the summit 
of Lhotse, the job was completed . 

Messner's achievements have 
now been surpassed, but it was 
he who showed the way: it was 
his imagination, his innovatory 
flair, his ability to break the rules 
and invent new ones, which made 
the recent revolution in Himalayan 
climbing possible. Anyone with 
an ounce of historical sense must 
realise that he is probably the 
most talented, successful high 
altitude climber there has ever 
been. So why on earth does the 
man have to keep defending and 
justifying himself? 

Messner begins his book A/114 
Eight Thousanders by saying that 
he is not really interested in 
numbers and records and 
collecting summits. Turn to the 
back and, amongst the various 
statistical graphs and pie charts, 
you find a detailed list of all the 34 
people who had, in October 1986, 
climbed four or more of the big 
14, with Reinhold topping the list. 
The 'race' of course was a fiction 
put about by Messner's critics -
critics who, judging by his 
constant references to them, have 
filled him with a paranoid need 
for self-justification. I. was 
reminded of Bonatti's sad, 
disillusioned ripostes to the press 
in The Great Days, yet ironically it 
is Bonatti, apparently, who has 
become Messner's harshest critic 
- ironic because twenty years ago 
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Bonatti proclaimed that Messner 
was the great hope for the future 
of mountaineering. 

Occasionally Messner resorts 
to ridiculous hyperbole. The 
South Piller of K2 is marketed as 
'The Magic Line': 

'Drawing a line like this on a big 
mountain ... is an act of creativity.' 

Fair enough - it is a compelling 
line, but any fool could see that 
from photos of K2, long before 
Messner started dabbling in 
pseudo-draughtsmanship. His 
editor (I refer to the orig i na I 
German editor - not the English 
translators) does not help 
matters. Everything in the book's 
production seems to be directed 
towards the canonization of the 
media star. Even picture captions 
are hyped: a picture of a bustling 
campsite on the 1974 Makalu 
walk-in is captioned: 'Reinhold 
Messner calls his first halt on the 
way to Makalu.' Messner was not 
the leader of the 1974 expedition 
and he was probably quietly 
minding his own business. 

The photographs themselves 
are profuse and colourful. Many 
are taken by Messner's 
companions, but the only credit is 
a tiny mention at the back of the 
book. Some pictures, like the shot 
of Dhaulagiri East Face across the 
Kali Gandaki from Annapurna on 
a stormy evening are magical. 
Some, like the documentation of 
the dead Austrian on Gasherbrum 
II are a salutary reminder of the 
unglamorous side of high altitude 
climbing. Some of the climbing 
shots are good but many are tilted 
to a ludicrous degree. We have all 
been guilty of the occasional 
discreet tilt, but do we really have 
to have people leaning out 
backwards on overhanging 
snowfields with their hands in 
their pockets? We know big 
mountains are difficult. The 
general public, at whom this book 
seems primarily aimed, also know 
that it is a difficult, dangerous 
game. Why try to deceive them 
unnecessarily? 

The overall effect of the 
illustrations is colourful and 
varied. I would have liked more 
portrait shots of the mountains 
related directly to accurate topo 
diagrams. Instead we are given 
highly stylized 'Boy's Own' 
picture diagrams with little useful 
information. Manaslu SW Face, 
for instance, is a little-known 
route which I had always wanted 
to know more about. The diagram 
in this book bears no relation to 
the accompanying photos and 
does nothing to elucidate the 
complete topography of the 
mountain. 

Messner's writing has always 
been fascinating, if only because 
of the intrinsic interest of the man 
and his climbs. Apart from the 
recurring jabs at his critics, which 
I have already mentioned, my 
only Criticism is the lack of good 
detail about the actual terrain 

climbed. What on earth, for 
instance, does this mean? -

'(The N.W. Face of Hidden Peak) 
was very broken and in many 
places iced over.' 

Of course it was iced over in 
many places -the route starts up a 
3,000 ft icefield! If one assumes 
(and I do) that Audrey Salkeld's 
translation is competent, there 
must have been some very vague 
writing in the original. However, 
what does emerge in Messner's 
writing is the man's ideas. He has 
an acute sense of his place in 
history and acknowledges his 
debt to people like Mummery, 
Norton, Buhl, Tichy and Schmuck. 
He analyses his own motives in 
pushing beyond their frontiers 
and he shows how costly the 
journey has been. He has learned 
to cope with disappointment, 
boredom, the tragedy of losing 
two brothers, the horror of the 
Manaslu disaster, the devastating 
sadness of losing wives and 
girlfriends who could not stand 
his Himalayan obsession. Above 
all, he has that essential attribute
patience. He is able to return three 
times to Nanga Parbat, waiting 
until he is absolutely ready for the 
great trial of the solo ascent. He is 
prepared to abandon attempts on 
Dhaulagiri and Cho Oyu South 
faces when they become too 
dangerous, and he returns four 
times to Makalu before 
succeeding! 

All that watching, waiting and 
learning pays off when there is a 
lucky break, for then the man's 
speed, flair and deeply instinctive 
feel for the mountain enable him 
to make the quick dash up and 
back down to safety. 

A/114 Eight Thousanders is 
unashamedly a glossy coffee 
table book aimed more at the 
undiscerning fans than the 
serious student of Himalayan 
history. However, through the 
vague diagrams, the occasional 
vacuous pseudo-profundities and 
the unrelenting hype of the 
marketing machine, there does 
emerge a fascinating picture of a 
remarkable man. 
Stephen Venables 

Soldiers and Sherpas 
by Brummie Stokes 
Michael Joseph £14.95 

When I was asked to review this 
book, I assumed that Mountain's 
regular reviewers had baulked at 
the task - thinking that even a 
slight panning would result in a 
stun grenade through the letter 
box! Knowing Brummie, I'm safe, 
and anyway, I think Soldiers and 
Sherpas a good read. 

The greater part of Brummie's 
life to date has been spent 
soldiering; it is only in recent 
years that mountaineering has 
taken over. His efforts at 
becoming a member of the SAS 
are quite amusing and the 
members of the selection panel 

must have been very impressed 
by his tenacity. His first attempt 
ended in failure, when he was 
returned to his unit for 
threatening to thump his 
parachute instructor. During the 
following years he widened his 
expertise in such fields as jungle 
and desert warfare, as well as 
Alpine and Himalayan climbing, 
and gained first hand experience 
in what makes most of us mortals 
somewhat queasy: he attended 
post mortems and learned how to 
stitch hideous wounds; he led 
patrols after terrorists in deep 
jungle; he was shot at (and hit); 
badly avalanched, and had all his 
toes removed following severe 
frostbite. 

He also climbed Everest, ran a 
marathon (without toes) and even 
managed to cram in a cerebral 
oedema during the epilogue! 

Soldiers and Sherpas is a 
genuinely ripping yarn about a 
real life Action Man, who despite 
his obvious physical hardness is 
willing to admit to such feelings 
as sorrow, grief, pain and fear. 

Brummie does not claim to be a 
literary giant, but Audrey 
Salkeld's editing has produced a 
very enjoyable book. 
MoAnthoine 

The Pure Land 
by John Beatty 
Thames & Hudson £12.95 
For anyone who appreciates good 
photography, Thames and 
Hudson's recent forays into 
photographic books fill a 
welcome hiatus in the British 
market. John Beatty's volume is a 
welcome addition to this venture 
and will impress anyone involved 
in landscape photography. The 
author has taken his camera (and 
tripod too) into wild and obscure 
places, some of them perhaps the 
last Edens on the planet, to 
capture some spectacular Earth 
events. In this he belongs to a long 
tradition, dating back to 1863. 
when Carlton E. Watkins packed 
his 1 O" x 8" plate camera on the 
back of a mule, and braving the 
local Indians and grizzlies, trekked 
into Yosemite as it was before the 
Fall. Since then the wilderness 
has been a central preoccupation 
of photography, and pivotal to the 
medium's claim to be an Art 
Form. Names immediately spring 
to mind: Ansel Adams with his 
beautiful technical aesthetic, and 
more relevant, Elliot Porter whose 
quietly understated colour 
studies of New England, 
Galapagos and Antarctica have 
been seminal in the development 
of colour photography. 

Technically and aesthetically 
many of the photographs in this 
book do measure up to this 
exalted standard. A universal 
truth of landscape photography is 
that the best shots are taken in 
adverse weather, and Beatty 
exploits this to the full. Less 
satisfactory is the climbing 
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section. In my day the South 
Ridge of the Aiguille Noire de 
Peuterywas a rock route, but is 
illustrated by two climbers on the 
snow shoulder near the top ofthat 
savage blade of rock. The Nose of 
El Capitan is illustrated by a close
up of an abseil which gives no 
indication whatsoever of the ant 
on an elephant's backside feeling 
which puts man in his place on 
that awesome wall. 

As a visual record of John 
Beatty's travels, the book will 
provide much inspiration for 
photographers. It is less easy to 
connect the images to the larger 
claims of the book. Man enjoying 
himself in beautiful, savage 
places, fell ing the odd tree or 
disporting under waterfalls is not 
how this cynic perceives the 
relationship between man and the 
Environment. If the exploration of 
this relationship was John 
Beatty's intention, perhaps he 
should have gone to Brazil (where 
the forests used to be), the 
drowned gorges of the Colorado 
River, the deforested hillsides of 
Nepal, or, closer to home, but no 
less precious, the North Sea 
where seals are dying 
prematurely by the thousands. It 
is in areas such as this that man 
stands revealed, not as 
communicant with nature, but as 
destroyer and exploiter. Having 
said this, John Beatty's message 
is an optimistic one. His 
photographs will inspire many a 
photographer to try harder. I just 
hope they w ill not draw too many 
people to the last wild places on 
earth. 
Ian Roper 

Scotland's Winter Mountains 
By Martin Moran 
David and Charles £14.95 
This book by Martin Moran seems 
at first glance to be a hybrid 
between a technical mountain 
tome and personal accounts by 
the author and kindred spirits of 
frigid Scottish days. However it is 
much more. It is a vast source of 
information compressed into a 

well-presented vo lume of 311 
pages, with some stunning pies, 
especially the winter Cuillin shot 
of Bob Barton's, and some, I must 
add, not so stunning, though 
probably through no fault of the 
author. The illustrations on page 
19 for example give the 
appearance of a Cairngorm 
mirage or the result of a visit to a 
Deeside distillery. 

Scotland's Winter Mountains is 
a good book to have around; for 
me at least it will take its place on 
the shelf reserved for well
thumbed reference works. It is not 
just a book for the dropped pick/ 
front pointer; anyone interested 
in winter hill walking or climbing 
will gain from the vital information 
packed within its covers. It is 
presented mainly in a personal 
manner which makes this often 
cold diet of ice and snow all the 
more digestible. 

Due tribute is paid to that 
assiduous Income Tax Inspector 
Mick Fowler, whose marathon 
weekend sorties to north west 
Scotland have resulted in the 
finest collection of new hard 
winter routes in modern times. 
Patriotic Scots welcome the 
refurbishment of Hadrian's Wall! 

Reading again Scotland's vital 
weather statistics (the book is 
overflowing with interesting 
facts) makes me wonder why we 
even bother to go onto the hills in 
winter. For example, the 127cm 
(50 in.) of rain which fell in March 
1938 at Kinlochquoich and winds 
of 100 mph+ on Ben Nevis and in 
the Cairngorms. The attraction of 
th is winter sport, which also 
includes an informative section in 
off-piste skiing, is well summed 
up in the words of Martin Moran : 

'Here is an environment wh ich 
heartens all who seek the path of 
nature and irresistibly beckons 
the adventurous spirit'. 
Hamish Macinnes 

A Century on the Crags 
By Alan Hankinson 
Dent £16.00 

Some media interviewers have 
what can only be described as an 
'unfortunate manner' . When the 
interviewer is skilled, this acerbic 
style can result in something 
riveting. When, however, the 
interviewer is merely abrasive he 
can shut down things as 
effectively as lowering control 
rods into an atomic reactor. 

Take a case in point: Alan 
Hankinson, researching this book 
('the splendid story of 
outstanding rock climbers of each 
generation; their personalities, 
motives, friendships, rivalries and 
disputes'), calls on Jim Birkett. 
Jim, who does not suffer fools 
gladly, begins - so his son Bill tells 
me - by saying he thinks too many 
history books are being written on 
Lakeland climbing . 'Let me,' 
Mr Hankinson is reported to have 
said , 'be the judge of that. I' ll do 

the writing, you stick to the 
climbing .' 

We can only guess how the 
interview continued from there, 
but I believe it was brief. 'I hear 
you drink a lot,' was the opening 
Hankinson gambit to another 
climber-again not the best way to 
enlist the wholehearted co
operation from a stranger whom 
you hope will help you. Several 
other people visited by the author 
spoke of the brevity of these 
meetings. 

'It was as if,' says one, 'he had 
already decided what to write. But 
he was doing his rounds of 
interviews so that he could be 
seen to be appearing to do the 
business. He asked the daftest 
things.' 

There are two points here: 
doesn't a judge ask the most 
asinine-sounding questions with 
the express purpose of getting 
everything straight on record? 
Mr Hankinson may have been 
doing just this, and for that we 
should give him the benefit of the 
doubt. 

Secondly, isn't it what writers 
are supposed to do on occasion? 
Frame their pieces to a 
preconceived plan before they 
actually see the people who fill 
them in on the details? The 
answer is: it has been known. In 
this respect Mr Hankinson does 
not fall down. The book is cleverly 
written, and lacks for only two 
things - soul and, to some extent, 
accuracy. 

Rick Graham says after flicking 
through Century in his Rock & Run 
shop : 'This book isn't about a 
century on the crags at all. It's a 
rehash of other books with a bit 
added on the end. You get a better 
idea of Lakeland climbing history 
reading the Historical notes in Fell 
& Rock guidebooks'. As if to 
forestall such opinion, Century's 
blurb states: 'But this is more than 
the book of the film' (Channel 4's 
documentary A Century on the 
Crags). Is it? It strikes you very 
quickly this is a commercial 
vnnture helping to milk the TV link 
to the final drop. 

When a historical record is not 
up to the mark in contemporary 
events, you wonder about its 
credibility. So what are weto think 
when we read about Tom 
'Wallington' (rather than 
Walkington), see a caption of Paul 
Cornforth on 150ft E5 6c 
Superdupont at Chapel head 
(when in actual fact it is 90ft E6 6c 
Super Duper Dupont) and view 
TWO photos (of Cornforth and 
Martin Atkinson) wrong way up? 

Jim Cameron, the Coniston 
guide, it is claimed 'was always 
cheerful and confident.' Even dear 
Jim might have disagreed here. 
He could be quite testy. \Yhen 
Pete Moffat, the Seascale 
cragsman, was on top of CB's 
Great Flake, his girl companion, 
still on the Oval, called down to a 
passing Cameron - 'Do you think I 
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can do this, Jim?' 'Certainly not!' 
was the guide's reply. 'He should 
never have taken you up there.' 
The lass was so psyched-out that 
poor Pete had to down-climb the 
pitch - and the route. 

Paul Ross is irritated by this 
book. 'He (Mr Hankinson) seems 
to have a rather biased opinion of 
my era. What he's written I think is 
rather snide. He has me swinging 
round like a monkey chipping at 
the rock to make spikes although 
this holds-chipping incident only 
occurred on one of my 80 new 
routes in the Lakes. He just hasn't 
mentioned any of my break
through routes - like the Lakes' 
first 5c (Post Mortem). 

'Another thing wrong is he has 
me going to the States to seek my 
fortune, giving the impression I'd 
stopped climbing while Allan 
Austin continued.' In actual fact 
Ross put up over 100 new climbs 
in America, including one girdle 
(of Cannon Mountain, N.H.) 
which, at 6000 ft long, surpassed 
all his British footage. 

Paul also feels that the author 
has made too much use of a 
previous interview by John Porter 
for the Leeds University Climbing 
Club Journal. 'John interviewed 
me at drunken parties, then said 
he couldn't understand the tape 
and could he make some of the 
interview up. How was I to know 
one day it would be reprinted in 
that Jim Perrin book (Mirrors in 
the Cliffs)? It was just a laugh at 
the time for a college rag. I said 
OK. Now every quote is taken as 
gospel by historical writers.' 

A Century on the Crags deals 
only skimpily with the climbing 
scene today. By far its bulk is 
taken up with material from the 
archives - including three pictures 
of Napes Needle. The blurb does 
say the book 'will appeal 
enormously not only to climbers 
but to everyone interested in 
sporting adventure and the 
complexities of human conduct.' I 
prefer the other recent book on 
Lakeland climbing, Cumbrian 
Rock by Trevor Jones and Geoff 
Milburn. It is not without flaws, 
but it is a book written for climbers 
by climbers. 
Tony Greenbank 
The Thunder Dragon Kingdom. 
A Mountaineering Expedition to 
Bhutan 
by Steven K. Berry 
Crowood Press U.K. £12.95 
Cloudcap Seattle $29.95 
The writer was born close to the 
mysterious kingdom of Bhutan, 
and took advantage of the 
unusual opportunity to visit and 
climb there. As always such 
ventures are packed with incident 
and fraught with potential 
misadventures. The initial 
possibility of a visit seems to have 
been opened by the merest 
chance in Kathmandu when the 
author encountered Colonel 
Penjor Ongdi. Through him a 
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permit to climb was obtained. 
Subsequently it was to be 
cancelled and eventually 
renewed, while the expedition 
itself went through convoluted 
changes of membership. The 
Bhutan government meanwhile 
was taking lessons from China in 
making such ventures enormously 
costly, and the anxieties of the 
two year preparation are 
encountered on almost every 
page. 

At last in 1986 everything fell 
Into place. The objective was 
Gangkar Punsum (24,770 feet), 
the highest peak of the kingdom. 
The main climbing party knew 
each other well, and the problem 
of using a film to help pay 
otherwise prohibitive costs was 
probably allayed by the 
experience ofthe Chameleon film 
crew, which included Director 
Alan Jewhurst and Peter 
Macpherson. However a 
substantial trekking party also 
went to Base Camp, which must 
have lessened isoJation but 
increased the complexity. 

The mountain and the weather 
prevented them from climbing 
the mountain. Great efforts of 
leading and carrying were not 
enough in face of the wintry post 
monsoon of 1986. Like the 
Japanese in 1985, and Austrians 
before this party in 1986, their 
attempt failed. 

The excitements did not end 
there for Gangkar Punsum 
proceeded to make departure 
from base camp a problem. Snow 
appears to have closed the 
homeward passes, and the 
expedition was eventually 
rescued by Indian helicopters. 
Even then there were delays as 
cloud repeatedly prevented 
flights. 

Expeditions which do not reach 
summits are rarely news, but 
there is much to learn from this 
book and not a little wry 
amusement to be gained. There is 
much that is of interest because it 
is Bhutan, including some pretty 
photography. The style is 
workmanlike, if not electrifying. 
There is a suspicion that the 
multiple sponsorship deals 
required to meet Bhutan costs, 
and the presence of a whole 
gamut of media persons coloured 
the whole trip, while the mountain 
and the weather shrugged off 
their attentions with only the 
slightest difficulty. 
Paul Nunn 

North Wales -100 Classic Climbs 
by Steve Ashton 
Crowood Press £8.95 

This, the latest offering from the 
pen of Steve Ashton, is quite a 
revolutionary new-style selected 
climbing guide. Billed as "100 
Classic Climbs", there are, in fact, 
nearly twice as many, spread 
across 220 pages. 

Pick the book up; it feels and 
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looks slick. The cover shot of 
Dir_ect Route, on the Milestone, is 
quite the best shot of that route I 
have seen; all the right ingredients 
are there ... pin sharp clarity, real 
action (none of that posed rubbish 
that the mags seem so full of 
nowadays) and sun (the latter 
being something we see all too 
little of on Welsh Mountain 
Crags). But enough of cosmetics. 
Let us open the pages and get to 
the meat! The standard of the 
selected rock routes ranges from 
OrdinaryRoute(ldwal Slabs, Diff.) 
to Vector (E2) ... and all are 
indeed classic. But also cleverly 
included are a few winter climbs 
and walks, varying in difficulty 
from the Snowdon Horseshoe 
and the Northern Ridges (Tryfan 
and the Glyders) (1 /11) to that 
glaring omission from "Cold 
Climbs", the superb Falls of. 
Maesglasau (IV) near Dinas 
Mawdday, in the Arans. Yes, 
although the volume has North 
Wales printed on the cover, there 
is also a taste of Central Wales 
lurking in the pages; Aardvark, 
Acheron and Cyfrwy Arete are all 
outstanding ... but Rib and Slab? 
Described as, quote, "will appeal 
to climbers of pioneering bent", I 
would think that it would appeal 
more to "bent pioneers" ... the 
route is quite good, but with only 
four routes allotted from this area, 
surely the superb Gwydrin (E1) 
further over on the same crag 
would have been a better choice? 
However, this is a minor quibble. 

Next we come to the layout. It is 
clear, concise and almost 
impossible to fault. There is a 
plethora of information, a wealth 
of detail for each route: 
Approaches, Descents, Starting 
Points and First Ascent Details. 
Especially useful are the 
Summary and Best Conditions 
sections - you know what sort of 
climbing to expect, whether there 
is a good chance of your route 
being dry or not, and will you 
need an extra woolly jumper etc. 

Now we come to the 
revolutionary bit : there are no 
formal route descriptions as such 
... these have been replaced by 
"topo diagrams" - line drawings 
of the entire route (sometimes 
superimposed on a crag diagram) 
with suitable symbols for 
grooves, chimneys, overhangs, 
pitons and all the other features 
or manoeuvres that are part and 
parcel of modern climbing. I have 
used "topo guides" before, in 
America and on the Continent; 
although they do the job ... a book 
of lines and symbols is hardly 
rivetting reading! Not so with 
"100 Classic Climbs", for 
accompanying each topo is a fluid 
and well-written text which 
accurately captures the "feel" and 
atmosphere of the chosen route. 
This was the part of the guide I 
enjoyed most, in fact, I read the 
100 vignettes one after another, 
delighting in the humour, the 

variety, and the author's obvious 
intimate knowledge of his subject 
matter. 

Now to gradings; a traditional 
approach has been adopted. We 
are allowed to use aid on a variety 
of routes that have all been done 
"clean": Tensor, Pincushion, 
L/ithrig, Shrike and Dwm etc. -
good stuff. But is The Plum really 
the same grade as Falcon, 
Mousetrap, Red Wall or The 
Strand? Will The Indian Face ever 
be soloed in wellingtons at 
midnight? Could Robe-Cop clean 
up Llanberis? I doubt it. 

On many crags, pegs appear 
and disappear all the time, 
making it almost impossible to 
monitor a route's current 
(pegged) state. However, on the 
Vectortopo, I noticed that there 
was no peg indicated at the start 
of the traverse into the cave ... no 
harm done; but on the third pitch 
two pegs are shown, one leading 
into, and one at the foot oft he final 
Vector layback (now reckoned to 
be 5c!). Be warned, the pegs have 
been missing for a couple of 
years! A small "Friend" at the 
start of the layback now protects. 

Another crucial peg which is 
shown and has also disappeared 
is that from the middle ofthe first 
pitch of Mousetrap (now E2). Slip 
off the awkward moves at the start 
of the chimneys and it means 
Ysbyty Gwynedd (Bangor 
Hospital) before you can say, "Full 
body plaster cast, please" . 

One final criticism is that the 
captions on pages 144 and 145 
are the wrong way round; either 
that, or the pictures are on the 
wrong pages - the publishers 
must take "the rap" for that one! 

All in all, Steve Ashton has 
come up with a very good product; 
informative, entertaining, and 
most important - one most 
climbers can aspire to tick. 
Paul Williams 
Scotland Central and Southern 
Highlands 
100 Classic Climbs 
by Ken Crocket and Steve Ashton 
Crowood Press £8.95 
This is a rock and ice guide with 
100 routes up to E2 and winter V 
from Arran to Meaghaid and 
places in between. Each route is 
really a chapter with details of first 
ascent, best conditions, 
approach, starting point and 
descent. Added to this are the odd 
photo, route summary, 'chat', 
general diagrams and topos. The 
'chat' contains a route description 
and anything of interest in the 
route's history or situation. 
Crocket has managed an excellent 
job here: a rather stark contrast 
with many modern guidebooks 
which rely so heavily on bland 
one-liners which say more about 
the author's (lack of) humour than 
the route's intrinsic merit. Crocket 
has managed to be humorous, 
informative and instructive. The 
general diagrams are good, but 

I'm not so sure as to whether the 
topos are much use especially on 
the easier rock routes or winter 
routes. 

The balance of routes and areas 
is general lyfine, but isn't 10 out of 
100 a bit much for little known 
crags such as Beinn an Dothaidh 
and Beinn Udlaidh in the 
Southern Highlands? A change of 
scene for the Scottish based 
climber is not necessarily a selling 
point for those from south of the 
border. 

Which brings us to the book's 
market. Some of the areas in the 
book are already covered by four 
rival volumes. Southerners are 
generally conservative in more 
than just the political sense: 
winter climbing to them is Glen 
Coe and Ben Nevis. Why 'buy' 
extra areas? Or, indeed, why 'buy' 
rock when you just want ice (and 
vice versa)? To me it has always 
seemed to be one of the greatest 
faults of the SMC guidebooks that 
both are covered in one volume. 
As Crocket is a member of the 
SMC guidebook committee that 
has just reaffirmed its belief in 
combined guidebooks, I suppose 
his choice is consistent. 

Nevertheless, an attractive and 
attractively produced little tome, 
but will it sell? 
Ed Grindley 
The Fell and Rock Journal, XXIV 
(3) No 71, 1988 
Edited by C. J. Wright 
A change of editor after Geoff 
Cram's long incumbency leaves 
the journal unscathed. If it looks a 
little traditional, then that is the 
nature of the beast and at a future 
date it might look the better for it. 
In any event a journal with much 
tradition to reflect is perhaps 
better looking that way. So the 
Napes Needle centenary dinner 
and the history and 50 years of 
the Brackenclose Hut are duly 
celebrated, as is the Wasdale 
Climbing Book. 

This last is a record of climbing 
therefrom 1863to 1919. The 
original had been lost so that the 
record depended upon an old 
copy of its text. Recently the 
original copy was discovered in 
the USA where its appointed 
guardian had lived for some 
years, and it has been recently 
deposited back in the FRCC 
archives. 

Well I said it was a traditional 
journal, but it does also include 
routes on ice on Mount Kenya, 
The Shape of Things to Come in 
Buttermere, A Dirty Weekend in 
the Yorkshire Dales with Martin 
Berzins (you must be joking - it 
must mean various rope 
perversions), Frenchmen dancing 
on ice in winter and A Visit to the 
Land of the Weirdos (California) . 
Maybe this journal isn't quite what 
it seems, especially when you get 
to the E grades in Recent Lake 
District developments, 1986-7. 
Paul Nunn 
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Totally Missing the Hart of the 
Matter 
from Ken Wilson 

In a long letter in Mountain 124 
John Hart lam basts me for 
encouraging competition during 
my editorship of Mountain while 
being against formalised 
competition today. I trust your 
readers will not be fooled for a 
minute by such sophistry. There is 
a world of difference between 
celebrating the driving 
competitive spirit of climbers that 
lends the sport its dynamism and 
restless energy and hailing some 
Frenchman who has climbed sixty 
feet of steep cement in The 
Houston Astrodome on a hot 
Saturday afternoon as the 'World 
Champion!' ... the 'Texas Masters 
Champion' or whatever crass title 
the sponsors choose to bestow on 
such a singularly prosaic feat. 
These already overblown events 
ring their Hamlin-like tunes 
throughout the world seducing 
fine climbers to prostitute their 
skills for commercialism. I have 
little doubt that they will soon 
follow a(hletics into a drug
assisted nonsense world where 
everyone dances to the 
promoters' and advertisers' tune
a far cry from the anarchic 
freedom our sport has enjoyed till 
now. 

Hart's letter is one of the most 
depressing statements of ethical 
expediency that I have ever read 
in a climbing magazine. Dressed 
seductively in the clothing of logic 
and pragmatism it glitters with 
modernistic appeal. Yet on closer 
study we see that we are being 
invited to approve the mass 
introduction of bolt protection 
onto our limestone cliffs - not just 
on hard routes, but implicitly on 
the existing easier ones as well. 
The only consensus that I see 
about bolts at present is the one 
Bernard Newman and I noted in 
the introduction to Extreme Rock 
-their cautious and sparing use on 
certain limestone and slate crags 
of great difficulty where no 
natural protection exists - yet 
even in this area there are 
indications of abuses as the Chee 
Tor and Pembroke scandals 
indicate. Recently a bolt protected 
climb was established left of 
Demo Route on Sennen, a 
despicable act akin to bolting 
Stonehenge -so much for limiting 
bolting to limestone. Lundy too 
(also granite) has been fouled up 
by bolters. I have little doubt the 
canker will eventually spread to 
Wales and the Lakes and all those 
unprotected gritstone walls and 
aretes that wink invitingly from 
every Edge. 

No clear ethic has emerged 
from the leading activists for 
limiting bolt use on the big 
limestone walls and there is 
nothing at present to prevent their 
placement every 3 ft - we 
increasingly see photographs 

Ken Wilson Attacks Bolt Obsession 
Condemns Spread of 1 French Style' Climbing 

with bolts so close above and 
below climbers that there seems 
to be little point in leading the 
route ... The Kent sandstone top
roping ethic would be more 
honest and leave the crag in better 
condition. 

The nearest thing I have heard 
to an ethic are the weasel words 
'making a route available to more 
people to enjoy'. Since when has 
protection been about making a 
route more available? A climber 
tackles a new route (or should do) 
in the best possible style which 
others then try to emulate or 
improve on. Therein lies the 
competitiveness in climbing - the 
gauntlet of challenge thrown 
down for others to pick up. There 
are quite a lot of gauntlets lying 
around at the moment which 
many of the so-called leading 
climbers are quite noticeably 
failing to pick up - to name just a 
few, not all of them in the top 
levels of difficulty: Green Death; 
The Indian Face; Masters Edge; 
Beau Geste; Ulysses' Bow; The 
Bells, the Bells; The Cad; even 
The Brush Off at Rivel in. And 
there are many more. They exist 
at every level ofthe sport and they 
are what give it its thril I and sense 
of achievement. 

If the John Harts of this world 
had their way they would all be 
neutered by key bits of fixed 
protection - to 'make them avail
able to be enjoyed by a greater 
number of people', just like Mark 
Pretty did with the Fawcett and 
Nadin routes on Chee Tor. 

I am incensed with Hart's 
proposal. Why don't he and his 
fellow heretics (and make no 
mistake, this strain of cynical 
pragmatism is now creeping, 
salmonella-like, through the veins 
of the sport) come clean and 
admit openly that they are just 
tired with the chore of using nut 
runners, and are totally sold on 
the soft-porn world of French 
fixed-pro? That is the nub of it. 
There are now a growing number 
of debauchees who think the 
French fixed-pro approach is best 
(regardless of the standard of the 
climbing). It encourages a brutish, 
unbalanced approach, lurching 
from bolt to bolt, it removes the 
atmosphere of adventure and 
anticipation and it fouls up fine 
sculptural rock features with alien 
trails of distracting metal. We 
should reject it just as Edwards 
and Noyce led the rejection of 
pitons in the thirties when equally 
plausible Hartite revisionists were 
pushing them, like the peddlers of 
their day ('try this nice fat angle, 
dearie, it will make you feel warm 
and safe'). 

The top climbers urgently need 
a bolt rationing ethic and we all 
need to regroup around a basic 
central dictum that 'IF WE ARE 
NOT CAREFUL THE BOLT WILL 
RUIN CLIMBING!' Otherwise we 
face what Reinhold Messner so 

Cartoon by Greg Allen. With fond memories of Sheridan Anderson. 
(In Games Climbers Play - Diadem.) 

presciently called 'the Murder of 
the Impossible'. 

The French offer no lead worth 
emulating. They have never fully 
understood the free climbing 
movement. They have absolutely 
no intention of using nuts to 
protect their routes. They are hard 
at work fouling up their crags 
(with the notable exception of 
Fontainebleu). They do all this in 
the name of a form of simplistic 
'progress' which in rock climbing 
terms means merely a mindless 
search for difficulty at the expense 
of every other value of the sport. 
Some of the French crags that I 
have visited in the last few years 
are grotesque examples of this 
corrupt ethic - Clecy, Buoux, St. 
Victoire and recently the 
Martinswand (Vosges) where 
Bouvier states (in his guide) that 
'the pitons have recently been 
removed to encourage th'e use of 
nuts!' Some hope! When I visited 
it last summer I found that the 
crag (a middle grade place) had 
been totally fitted up with bolts. I 

also understand that the French 
are now hard at work plastering 
the Chamonix Aiguilles with bolt
protected 'free' routes which, if 
true, will be an international 
disgrace rivalling Maestri's 
appalling rape of Cerro Torre that 
stole from that fine mountain 
much of its aura of challenge and 
mystery. 

French climbing, once so 
inspiring, seems now to have 
degenerated into a valueless rat 
race that we should reject (as a 
role model for Britain) before it's 
too late, along with those who are 
peddling itto us. It's high time we 
started to take pride in our own 
achievements (and the Americans 
also have achievements under 
similar threat that are worth 
protecting) and start urging the 
French to reassess their values! 
Style and Adventure (one might 
even say abstinence and virtue) 
are two buzz words they used to 
understand. I am sure there are 
some isolated groups of climbers 
left in that still beautiful country 
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LETTERS (cont.) 

who remember what love for 
climbing as adventure and 
respect for the environment are 
all about. 
Ken Wilson 
Macclesfield 

Wealth, Power and 
The Wilderness 
from Doug Buchanan 
Dear Sir, 

For your readers in the Unite·d 
States: At some point in time US 
mountaineers are going to be 
embarrassed and dismayed by 
politically imposed detriments to 
mountaineering that could have 
been defeated if only climbers 
were informed in a timely manner 
and were not being 
misrepresented. Mountainering 
'user fees' are only a minor 
example. 

US mountaineering 
publications are simply refusing 
to print information important to 
US mountaineers that exposes 
American Alpine Club 
misrepresentation. Power at 
every level corrupts at that level. 
Outside the government, the 
American Alpine Club is the most 
powerful 'representative' of US 
climbers (however factually not 
representative). It has evolved in 
that power without effective 
scrutiny, while still advancing old 
images. Most US climbers have 
obviously paid no attention to 
what the American Alpine Club 
hierarchy, with their functionally 
parent Sierra Club have been 
doing behind the published 
images. 

There are many examples, but 
climbers might read again the 
American Alpine Club published 
advertisement which brags about 
the American Alpine Club 
stopping an implied UIAA 
Expeditions Commission grab for 
control over persmission to climb 
in Himalayan countries. The facts 
reveal that arrogant 
advertisement in itself to be 
highly misleading by its select 
omissions. But consider a 
corollary about which the 
American Alpine Club is quiet: 
You don't need permission to 
climb in Antarctica. There is no 
Antarctic government and no 
mountaineering regulations. 
There are no mountaineering · 
problems beyond the strained 
potential contrivances in the 
minds of power-mad 
authoritarians greedy for any 
excuse to subjugate someone 
else. 

The American Alpine Club 
submitted for International Union 
of Alpinist Associations adoption, 
a resolution on Antarctica which : 
1. Contained not even one benefit 
for mountaineering; 2. Amounted 
to an attack on the rights ot 
climbers, which revealed the 
American Alpine Club's radical 
Sierra Club philosophy; 3. Would 
eliminate all but the super
wealthy climbers from Antarctic 
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climbing opportunities by 
regulatory imposition and 4. 
Would gain for the American 
Alpine Club functional control 
over which US climbers would 
and would not be granted 
permission to climb in Antarctica 
(in that regard, American Alpine 
Club members have informed us 
of blatant 'good-ol-boy' 
favouritism in club endorsement 
policies). Details reveal even 
greater need for US climbers to be 
deeply concerned. 

The Alaskan Alpine Club, one of 
the two US representatives in 
UIAA, was informed of this 
proposal by UIAA. The Alaskan 
Alpine Club responded with a 
counter proposal that reasonably 
addressed any potential 
mountaineering problems in 
Antarctica but omitted all the non
mountaineering ploys and the 
regulatory/power grab ploys. Our 
proposal has so far stopped the 
American Alpine Club proposal. 
We are certain that other nations 
share the same concerns. The 
Alaskan Alpine Club had a 
representative at the 1988 U IAA 
annual meeting to further expose 
American Alpine Club 
misrepresentation of US 
mountaineers, which seemed to 
be well understood by other 
delegates. 

US climbers will not find this 
and related information in US 
mountainering publications, 
which seem to be excessively 
influenced by the American 
Alpine/Sierra Club. Those US 
climbers concerned with such 
issues will have to subscribe to 
international publications and 
spread the information by word of 
mouth: Or join the Alaskan Alpine . 
Club. 

The Alaskan Alpine Club is 
constantly fighting for the rights 
of climbers, often against the 
American Alpine Club. We have 
achieved results despite our 
limited resources. We are at an 
extreme disadvantage since we 
base our actions on supportable 
facts, not popular Sierra Club 
imagery. We don't have self
serving government agancies 
doing our bidding for back room 
benefits. We do not believe in the 
centralisation of power. That 
philosophy needs the support of 
more climbers for the benefit of 
climbers. We can't do it alone. 

Those climbers who are 
wealthy and like to control other 
climbers might consider joining 
the American Alpine Club. Those 
who aren't or don't, should join 
the Alaskan Alpine Club ($10 
dues), 3641 Sandvik, Fairbanks 
Alaska 99709. Spread the word . 

Nothing you can give the next 
generation equals the value of 
their freedom and sense of self 
responsibility. 

Sincerely, 
Doug Buchanan 
Chairman, Rights Committee 

Buchanan Slates AAC Over 
Wilderness 1 Carve-Up' 

Depressing Reading 
From John Harwood 
Dear Editor, 

Mountain and other climbing 
magazines make depressing 
reading to me these days. There 
seems to be nothing but a 
succession of chipped holds, 
excessive bolting and a general 'I 
want to climb up here whether I 
can or not' attitude amongst so
called pioneers from Alberta and 
Australia through France to 
Britain. In fact, in this country we 
have the laughable situation 
where Dougie Hall probably does 
as many true first ascents as a lot 
of people whose names appear 
frequently in the first ascent lists. 

How refreshing, therefore, to 
read that Andy Pollitt is still into 
'mind games' and Stevie Haston 
and Paul Pritchard are pushing 
things out at Gogarth while Ron 
Fawcett gives excessive bolting of 
his routes its just deserts. In 
particular in Mountain 123 I note 
that not only is old timer Pat 
Littlejohn still pioneering with on
sight leads but that youngster 
Johnny Dawes is following his 
example with routes like 
Hardback Thesaurus. Keep up the 
good work, Johnny, and make 
new routing something special 
once again. 

Finally perhaps I can comment 
on what must be the rock climb of 
the year with Piana and Skinner's 
ascent of the Sa lathe Wall. This 
tremendous achievement, which 
so nearly ended tragically, was 
climbed with 'accepted Yosemite 
big wall style' in spite of being one 
of the plumb targets over recent 
years. It certainly puts what 
Stefan Glowacz has termed the 
'dead-end street' of French style 
climbing into perspective. Come 
back Rene Desmaison -they 
need you! 
Yours faithfully, 
John Harwood 
Cardiff 

Men of Letters 
from Ronny Marsden 
Dear Sir, 
As an ad hoc purchaser of 
Mountain in the past, total 
conversion came as a result of 
issue 117. 

Being an apprentice rock 
athlete, the sheer diversity of 
articles, the intelligent and often 
witty prose and the splendid 
photographs left me almost as 
breathless as an afternoon's 
"dogging" at Malham. 

The Letters page was 
something else! Allegation, 
counter allegation, the stuff of 
riotous controversy which 
amused me for many an hour. I 
became totally lost in the 
placement of wires, bolts, 
inspections, who climbed what 
and where . Was it at Mal ham or 
Kilnsey, who the hell really cared? 

Added excitement was 
generated by your correspondents' 

willingness to appear less than 
polite, the air thick with the barbs 
of thinly disguised insult. 

Rarely, outside of The Times' 
letter page, have I seen a better 
demonstration of correspondents 
taking themselves so damned 
seriously. I laughed myself to 
sleep. 

Huh! Well I guess this is the '80s 
and IMAGE is the all-consuming 
passion. 

To accurately quote Wilde, 
"There is only one thing in this 
world worse than being talked 
about, and that is not being talked 
about". 

In a letter of unstinting praise 
perhaps you could allow me one 
minor criticism of this excellent 
issue. 

I have always respected the 
prerogative of Editors to 
comment against letters printed. 
Your intervention however at the 
end of the Plaintiffs' letter 
(Hysterical Rantings) had the 
effect of unbalancing a well
contested debate where the 
defendant had clearly exercised 
his right of reply. [No it didn't -
Ed.]. 

Many congratulations on a 
splendid issue. If the Yorkshiregate 
hearings are ever televised I'll 
gladly give up an afternoon's top
roping just to be there. 
Yours etc., 
Ronny Marsden 
Clitheroe, Lanes. 

Making the Grade 
from Mike Raine 
Dear Sir, 

I write in reply to Rab 
Anderson's proposals on Scottish 
Winter Climbing Grades in 
Mountain 119. Firstly, I am 
disappointed notto have seen any 
response to the piece on your 
letters page. So with winter 
looming again here are my 
thoughts, and those of people 
with whom I've climbed and 
talked. 

I think Rab's system would be 
quite clumsy and inefficient. I do 
not believe it is necessary. If the 
traditional system was used more 
openly, instead of cramming 
routes into grades V and VI the 
problem wouldn't occur. 

Let me give some examples of 
the difficulty to be expected with 
Rab's system. Take Eagle Ridge, a 
route on which difficulty and pitch 
lengths supposedly vary little. 
Using Rab's system my grade 
would be V 3,3,5,6,2,3 compared 
with Rab's V 4,4,3,6,5,4. Did we do 
the same route? You think about 
it, what would you come up with? 
(That is, if you've done the route!) 
(If not, go and do it blabba .. . !) 
Similarly, on Mitre Ridge, I come 
up with V 4,3,5,5,5,3,3 (without 
Bells finish) whereas Rab went V 
4,4,5,6,4,6,3. I don't think it really 
matters what grade each pitch 
was. The fact is that Eagle Ridge is 
a Vwith a hard crux (which can be 
aided) and Mitre Ridge is a good V 



which is sustained (and remote!). 
I agree about ice routes being 

difficult to grade in comparison. 
But they are no more serious 
when in condition, you've got a 
runner/rest point in each hand. 
Whilst on a mixed pitch you are 
more likely to fall off, and 
probably hit something. 

I think we should quote some 
routes as being standard of the 
grade and extend the present 
system upwards. So if Point Five 
or Eagle Ridge is V, how many 
grades harder is your new route 
really? If it's VII, VIII or X give it 
that damn grade instead of 
cramming everything into V and 
VI and thereby downgrading 
every other route. Don't be too 
modest! 

I believe a few words in the 
description, e.g. sustained or hard 
crux, will tell us a lot more than a 
long line of numbers. After all, 
once embarked on a winter route 
do you expect a blow by blow, 
pitch by pitch description? No. 
You find the line and climb it, 
belaying where your good sense 
tells you to. 

If we really need to adjust the 

system, the addition of a + or -
may prove fun, e.g. Point Five 
could be V-, Mitre RidgeVand 
the Ben's Route Two VI-. And 
what about Tower Ridge, surely 
Ill+ and I did Green Gui/yin March 
which was II and Minus One was 
IV+ . You've heard it all before, 
haven't you ... let's keep it simple. 
Mike Raine 
Crewe, Cheshire. 
To Boldly Glow 
from John Kirk 
Dear Sir, 
Whether it's plus fours or lycra 
tights, every generation has its 
rock-climbing fashions. Ten years 
ago you were only in fashion in a 
pair of whites and a bandolier and 
a Strawberry Mountain chalkbag . 
Wearing those on the crag today 
would be as dated as listening to 
Led Zeppelin or Supertramp. 
Lycra tights have revolutionised 
climbing fashion for those whose 
legs are thin enough not to look 
ridiculous wearing them. 

Craig Smith, who seems to be 
permanently on the front cover of 
Mountain these days, has a 
seemingly endless supply of the 

gossamer leggings. 
And it is absolutely de rigueur 

to be wearing a pair of Vuarnet 
sunglasses. It's true. Look at the 
shots of the new megastars, they 
even wear them at night and at 
£60 a pair you can understand 
why. The hazards of tripping over 
bodies at parties don't frighten 
the wearers of the "French" look. 
They stand by the wall. To dance 
would be uncool and might stop a 
discussion on the latest Be at 
Buoux. 

On routes where features are 
few, the multi-coloured tights are 
a godsend to photographers. But 
on gritstone they look a bit over 
the top, clashing with the subtle 
tones of the heather and lichen. 
Some are more tasteful than . 
others, but none of them look 
good on those of the fuller figure. 
Anything more than a 20 inch 
thigh produces a disgusting 
"stuffed sausage" effect which 
does nothing for your sex appeal 
or chances of getting your picture 
in the magazines. The colour 
cascade continues on the crag 
with rainbow slings and putrid 
pink ropes. Boots look like 

something dreamed up by Chelsea 
Girl. Raven Tor on a bad day is like 
someone mixed up a massive 
milk shake and splattered it all 
over the crag. Lovely darlings! 

Meanwhile back on the gritstone 
old men thrash about in damp 
corners clad in tracksuit bottoms 
and jumble sale jumpers, a 
million miles from the catwalk. 

Proud of the antiquity of the 
boots they bought five years ago, 
the flashy colours and designer 
wear are about as likely to appear 
on them as Woody Allen is to 
model for Vogue. Some of the 
oldsters do their best to keep up 
but most are content to dress 
from the past or at best supply the 
new generation with their a la 
mode accessories. 

Nothing is new for long, least of 
all in the changing world of 
fashion, so the lycra lads can look 
forward to the jeers when plus 
fours are back in fashion! I kid you 
not. 

Yours etc., 
John Kirk 
Sheffield 
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TRAVEL. 

THE ADVENTURE COMPANY 

Aconcagua, Gasherbrum II, Mutzagat.a, 
Matterhorn, Elbrus and more ... 

FREE 1989 Cat.alog with 
over 50 Climbing Departures 

800 227-2384 ex. 29 
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I 6420 Fainnount Ave., El Cerrito, CA 94533 I 
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DOUG GEETING AVIATION 
Mt. McKinley-Expedition Air Support 

Doug Geeting and Kitty Banner-Seeman 

• Air checks on the mountain • Indoor 
• Safe storage of personal gear sleeping 
• Discount for early reservations • Free sleds 

Mike Covington, Galen Rowell , Rick Ridgeway, Gary Bocarde, Jim Wickwire , 
Jeff Lowe, Phil Erschler, Jim Bridwell, Peter Habeler, Dick Bass, Frank Wells 
and Yvon Chouinard can't all be wrong' 

Doug Geeting 
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna, AK 99676 USA 
907-733-2366 

Kitty Banner-Seeman 
1865 Gore Creek, Vail , CO81657 USA 

303-4 76-3929 

IS YOUR SET OF MOUNTAIN 
INCOMPLETE? 

We do have a selection of certain older 
back issues. 

Prices vary with availability. 

Please send full details of issues required to: 

The Back Issues Dept., 
Mountain Magazine, 
P.O. Box 184, . 
Sheffield. S11 9DL 
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ISLAND PEAK (20,304 ft .) CHULU EAST (20,321 ft .) 
Both led by experienced western mountaineers. 

Also wide range of trekking holidays-Classic treks (Everest/Annapurna) and off the beaten 
track (Rolwaling/Langtang), from 18-36 days. 

For a brochure contact-CLASSI C NEPAL LTD. (M), 33 Metro Avenue, Newton, Derbyshire, 
DE55 5UF. (0773) 873497 (24 hrs) 

VENEZUELAN ANDES AND AMAZON TERRITORY 
Climbing, trekking, horseback riding. Personalized friendly American service. 

For details, write MONTANA ADVENTURE, 
Apartado 645, Merida, Venezuela. Tel. (74)631 .740. 

SENIOR INSTRUCTORS AND INSTRUCTORS required by QuestAdventureforsprinQ 1989. 
Qualifications and experience in climbing, orienteering, mountain walking, canoeing, 
sailing and windsurfing to work at centres in Devon and Lake District. Applications from 
unqualified but experienced people wi ll be considered for Assistant Instructors positions. 
Contact: Jeanie Roberton, Quest Adventure, Grosvenor Hall , Bolnore Road, Haywards 
Heath West Sussex RH 16 4BX. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
For a good booklist of secondhand/out of print books and journals on mountaineering 

and exploration, write toD. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, Edinburgh EH9 1DA, Scotland. 
Tel. 031 447 4553. Wants lists welcomed. 

Good books in good condition always wanted to buy. 

Cordura, Ventile, breathable waterproofs. Fleece pile, Th insulate, Hollofil, 
MOUNTAIN down, polycottons, stretch fabric. Tent fabrics, canvas, mosquito net, 

FABRICS flexipoles. Zips, _buck les, ve lcro, webbing. Patterns for all outdoor gear. 
Climbing, camping gear. For prices samples 18p stamp or $1 airmail. 

Tor(M), 3 Fryer St., Runcorn, WA71ND England. 

Warm, low bulk light (175g including stuff sac) and so comfortable. Silk sleeping 
bag liners from North Cape. Size 216x 78 (shou lder), 55 (foot). R.R.P. £24.95. 

Ring 0786 63983 for your nearest stockist. 
No serious camper should be without one! 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Braddon 
Mountain Designs, 
7 Lonsdale Street, 2601 . 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St., 
Braddon, 2601. 
Tel. (062) 573.883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Katoomba 
Paddy Pall in 
166 Katoomba St., 2780. 
Tel. (047) 822.014 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pall in Pty. Ltd., 
527 Kingsway, 2228. 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Kathmandu 
Shop 34afTown Hall Arcade 
Cnr. Kent & Bathurds Streets, 
2000 
Tel. (02) 261.8901 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
494 Kent St., 2000 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment), 
327 Sussex St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
76 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. (07) 839 6609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs 
99 Albert Street, 4000. 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd., 
Sherwood 4075 
Tel. (07) 379.5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Mountain Designs 
185 Pulteney Street, 
5000. 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pall in 
40 Waymouth St., 5000 
Tel. (08) 212.7857 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin, 
74-78 Elizabeth St., 
7000. 
Tel. (002) 310.777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin, 
59 Brisbane St., 
7250. 
Tel. (003) 314.240 (C) 
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Victoria: Box Hill 
Paddy Pallin 
8 Market St., 3128 
Tel. (03) 898.8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
401, Riversdale Rd, 3123 
Tel. (03) 882.7229 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports 

Pty. Ltd., 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu 
78 Hardware Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 642.1942 
Mail Order Tel. (03) 417.6682 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Mountain Designs 
377 Little Bourke Street, 3000. 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pall in 
360 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 670.4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia: Perth 
Mountain Designs 
862 Hay St., 6000. 
Tel. (09) 322 4774 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pall in, 
Shop 1, 105 Lord St., 6000 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd., 
D.F.C. House, 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 (C) (M) 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd., 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148/61.048 (C) (M) (S) 

Christchurch 
Bivouac 
Cnr. Cashel St & Oxford Terrace 
Tel. (03) 663.197 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd., 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 0064.03.666.211 (C) (M) 

Dunedin 
Alp Sports Dunedin 
293 George Street, City 
Tel. 024.776681 

Hamilton 
Alp Sports Hamilton 
Cnr. Bryce & Victoria St. 
Tel. 071.394.206 

Nelson 
Alp Sports Nelson 
123 Bridge St. 
Tel. 054.68536 (C) (M) 

Queenstown 
Alp Sports Queerstown 
Shotover St. 
Tel. 0294.27099 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 (C) (M) 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies, 
P.O. Box 848, 109 Thomas St., 
L6J 5C5 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
35 Front Street East, M4E 1 B3 
Tel. (416) 363.0122 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524.1106 

GERMANY 
Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Send linger Str.85, P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Everest Sports Ltd., 
Mezz. Floor, 83 Sai Yee St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon 
Tel. 3-914019 
Telex. 71666 HKTEL HX attn: 

zcv 1137894326 
Fax. 3-900024 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment 
& Services 

172 Tung Lo Wan Road, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Causeway Bay. 
Te I. 5-669313/5-669331 
Telex. 71947 HYBME HX 
Telefax. 852-5-8068287 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre, 

1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-848190 
Telex. 33552 MTCTR 
Telefax. 852-3-7707110 

Mountain Services lnt'I, 
Head Office (Export & Import), 
102, 1/F, 32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wanchai. 
Tel. 5-733313 
Telex. 65205 MTSEV HX 
Fax. 5-8380894 

Mountain Services lnt'I Ltd., 
Retail Shop, 
M/F., 56 Morrison Hill Road, 
Wanchai, Hong Kong. 
Tel. 5-733329 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

NETHERLANDS 
Amsterdam 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Marnixstraat 2, 1015 XH 
Tel. 020-24.36.52 

Maastricht 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Heugemerweg 4, 6221 GJ 
Tel. 043-21.71.48 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, 
Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 05394.32297 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd. 
9/10 Grampian Road, 
PH221RH 
Tel. 0479.810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
14-16 Priory House, 
Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 236 8280 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bolton 
Haute Montagne Ltd. 
10 Manor'Street 
Tel. 0204.386251 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street (corner of 
Church Street), BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 



Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd. 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS14SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd., 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road. 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Chesterfield 
Wilderness Ways 
26/28 Park Rd., 
S40 1XZ. 
Tel. 0246.201437 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre ltd., 
85/89 King Street, 
DE1 3EE (S) 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski & Climb 
47 Queen St., DE1 3DE 
Tel. 0332.295100 

Doncaster 
DMC Mountain Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Road. (S) 
Tel. 0302.341756 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevisport 
Unit 13, Waverley Market, 
EH11BQ. (M) (S) 
Tel. 031.557.0923 

Elgin 
Keith Johnson Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport ltd., 
High Street, 
PH33 6EJ. (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
High range Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glasgow 
· Nevi sport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041.332.4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 

Harrogate 
Wilderness Ways 
71 Station Parade, HG11ST 
Tel. 0423-62874 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road, S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433.51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports, 
9/11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
57/59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051.709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd. 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden, WC2E 7HE 
Tel. 01.240.9577/8 (C) (M) (S) 

London 
The Rock Barn 
20 Camden High Street 
NW1 2SD 

. Tel.01.380.0116 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
150 Holborn, 
(Corner Grays Inn Road). E1 
Tel. 01.831.6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop, 
572 Silbury Boulevard, 
Central, MK9 3AF. (C) (M) 
Tel: 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1 RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C) 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure, 
29 Lincoln Road, 
PE1 2RH. 
Tel. 0733.41381 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd., 
41 Bell Street, RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Ellis Brigham Mtn. Sports ltd, 
149 Fitzwilliam St. 
S1 4JP 
Tel. 0742.727525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping, 
118 High Street, 
SG1 3DW (C) (M) 
Tel. 0438.353086 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., 
Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
90 High Street, 
Milton Keynes, MK11 1AH 
Tel. 0908 568913 (C) (M) 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

Yeovil 
Leisure Country 
125 Middle St. 
Tel. 0935.20006 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd ., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001. 
Tel. 05.31.1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02.46.90.75 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Ryesgade 27, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt., 
Kompagnistraede 16, 
DK-1208, K. 
Tel. 33.32.00.82 
Telex. 19285 
Fax. 31861606 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop). 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona: Tempe 
North Face, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 
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California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd. , 
6422 Magnolia Ave ., 92506. 
Tel. 714.683.2200 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401 . 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, 
95370. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

California: Yucca Valley 
California Boulder Co. 
55870 29 - Palms Highway 
92284 
Tel. 619.228.2001 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
North Face, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Broomfield 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
P.O. Box 1449, 
620 Compton, 80020. 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
North Face, 
1776 W. Uintah, 
80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Safety Products 

(Forrest Mountaineering) 
4550 Jackson St. 
80216 

Colorado: Denver 
North Face, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 
80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

Colorado: Lakewood 
North Face, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 
80215. 
Tel. 303.238.7511 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Ave. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) 

N.H. : lntervale 
Ragged Mounta in Eqpt. Inc., 
RT.16, Box 206, 
03845 
Tel. 603.356.3042 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 

Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561 . 
Tel.914.255.1311 (S) 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters, 
21 Park Place, 10007. 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

New York: New York 
Paragon 
871 Broadway, 10003 
Tel. (212) 255-8036 

Oregon: Independence 
Independence Mountaineering, 
215 South Main, 97351 . 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Moab 
Rim Cyclery, 
94 West 100 North, 
84532. 
Tel. 801.259.5333 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 
98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515 

y 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
152511th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridian Ave., N., 98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M ) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, 
10231st Ave., 98104. 
Tel. 206.622.4111 

Washington: Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply, 
3730 South Pine, 98409. 
Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin : Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Venezuela 
Montana Adventure 
Apartado # 645, Merida 
Tel. (74) 631 .740 

I 

Overseas Distnbutors: Austria: Sport Import Tel : 0316/914177 France: Colonna-Troll Tel: 50 ·349201 Germany: Bergspor! International Tel: (08025) 3564 Hong Kong: Mountain Services lnternat1ona/ Tel : 5•733313 Italy: Grrvel Tel: 0165 843714 Japan: Okura Sports Tel: (031 566-6000 
Norway: Vert1kal Tel: 067/78177 Spain: Amadablam Tel: 853 04 93 Switzerland: Suoml Trading Tel : 01-391 70 30 U.S.A.: Climb High Tel : 802-864-4122 Gr1vel Ice Gear distributed in the U.K. by Troll 
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An Teallach; 115-14 
Anderson, Eric; 1 23-14 
Anderson, Rab; 11 3-1 6/ 1 7 / 1 8, 11 5-14 

(+ illus)/ 15/ 16, 118-16/ 17, 121-14/ 
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119-11 

Andrews.Steve; 115-11, 117- 17/ 20 
Ang Rita , Sherpa; 113-9, 121 - 11 
Angchuk; 117-7 
Angels of Light by Jeff Long; reviewed 

119-48 
Anglesey; 123- 17 
Anhangava; 119-14 
Anker, Conrad; 124- 11 
Annapurna 1; 114-1 2, 116-9/ 10, 

120-11, 122-11 
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Annerino, John; 113-31 (+ illus) 
Anselm, Walter; 124-10 
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Aota, Hiroshi; 114- 12, 116-9, 120- 11 
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Archbold, Rob; 115-16 
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Arellano; 114- 1 3 
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Arkless, Brede; 120-16 
Arkless, Denise; 1 20-16 
Armand, Muriel , 118-6 
Armstrong, Dave; 11 6-11 
Arnold, A; 124-37 
Arran; 11 5- 1 5, 1 24-1 7 
Arranz , Alejandro; 11 3-9 
Arrochar; 1 24-1 7 
Art of Suffering, The; article by Voytek 

Kurtyka; 1 21 -32 to 37 
Artz, Mike; 123-11 / 13/ 14 
Aschenbrenner, Peter; 120-38 (+ illus) 
Atkinson, Martin; 116-12/ 13/14/18, 

11 7 -11 /12, 1 24- 14; article 
Competition Climbing - A Personal 
View 114-9/ 10 

Atkinson, Randy; 118-9/10 
Audorbert, Louis; 117-7 
auf der Maur, Frans; book Panorama 

Alps 116-46/ 47 
Aurighi , Andrew; 114-14 
Austin, Roger; 11 5-11 
Australia; 113- 13/14, 118-11 / 12, 

121-18, 123-14 
Avila, Elsa; 118-5 
Avinet, Q.; 123-1 6 
Avon Gorge; 119-1 5 
Ayres, Chris; 116- 14 
Ayres, Harry; 114-45 (+ illus) 
Azin, Darius; 113- 10 
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Babazon, Tony; 11 9 -1 6 
Babbidge, Mike; 11 6-14 
Bachar, John; 115-9, 117-8, 121 - 11 ; 

letter; 122-50 
Bae, Park Yung; 116-9 
Baeyens, Ingrid; 1 24-11 
Bahadur, Padma; 122-9 
Bailey, Brian; 122-11 / 12 (illus). 123-37 
Bailey, Ken; 113-43 
Baird, Warwick; 113- 14, 118- 11 / 12 
Baker, A .S.; 113-10 
Baksan Region; Map 114-22 
Bale, Paul; 1 24-11 
Baltic Quarry; 1 20-17 

Bancroft, Steve; 124- 14 
Banner, Hugh; 123- 18 
Baranek, Janusz; 1 24-11 
Barbella, John; 1 20-13 
Barber, Henry; 11 3 - 11 , 11 8 -34 
Barbera, Fernando; 11 9-1 3 
Barberi, Roberto; 121 -23 
Barbier, Paul; 11 6- 1 5, 120-16 
Barbolini; 114- 12 
Barcenas, Luis; 118-5, 120-11 
Barford, John; 113-23 
Barker, Bill ; 124- 1 0 
Barnes, Adriano; book Abruzzo Con lo 

Zaino le Piu Bell Excursioni Sopra i 
2000; 117-50 

Barnes, M .; 113-21 
Barnicott , Martin; 118- 19, 123- 17 
Baron, C.; 113-21 
Barrard, Liliane; 11 3 -9 
Barrard, Maurice; 11 3-9 
Barreras. Daniel ; 118-6 
Barry, Andrew; 123- 13 
Barry, John; 116-9; book K2 Savage 

Mountain, Savage Summer; 11 8 -44 
(+ illus). book Snow & Ice Climbing; 
1 20-44, book Climbing School; 124-50 

Barszczewski, Jerzy; 119- 10 
Barten, Tony; 123-15 
Bartlett, Phil; 11 9-1 0, 1 24-11 
Barton, Bob; 113-21 
Barton, Tony; 1 23- 14 
Basil's Boys; article by Steve Long; 

115-20 to 25 
Basset. Jeff; 11 3- 11 
Bassindale, Jon; 11 7 -9; book Hnlding 

the Heights; 11 8-48 
Bassindale, Kevin ; book Holding the 

Heights; 11 8-48 
Bastos, Paulo; 119-13 
Batard, Marc; 120-10/ 11, 122-10, 

124-10 
Bates, Dave; 11 5- 13, 116-11 
Batura 1; 124-11 
Batz, N.; 124-36 
Bauderet, Vincent; 114-13 
Baur, Gerhard; 116-19, 122- 1 6 
Bauson~Federico; 119-35 
Baxter, Chris; 11 3 - 1 3 
Baxter, Phil; 1 23-1 8 
Bayne, Paul; 122- 10 
Bazire, Martin; 117-7 
Beadle, Robin; 119-1 0 
Beal, Peter; letter Curbared Ambitions; 

115-47 
BearToothSpire; 113-11 
Bearzi , M .; 119- 12 
Beatty, John; book Fawcett on Rock; 

118-45/ 46 
Bechler, Rich; letter Devil's Lake, the 

Hindmost; 114-49 
Beck, Thilo; 120-14 
Beckham, Perry; 115-9, 118-8/ 9/ 1 0; 

letter Squamish Errors, 123-50 
Begg, Bill; 123- 1 5 
Beghin, Pierre; 11 3-42, 116-19, 118-5, 

120- 11 , 124- 11 
Begoon, Eddie; 1 23- 1 3/ 14 
Begue, Chris; 11 3-1 2 
Beinn A'Bhuird; 115- 16 
Beinn Alligan; 115-14 
Beinn Dearg; 115-14 
Beinn Eighe; 11 5-14, 124-1 5 
Belfry, The; 123-15 
Bell, Cameron; 124- 1 5/16/ 17 
Bell , George; 113-42 
Bell , J .H.B.; book Bell's Scottish Climbs; 

122-43 
Bell , Steve; 114-16, 1 20-39 (+ illus) 
Ben More Coigach; 11 5-14 
Ben Nevis; 115-14, 121 -14; book Ben 

Nevis; Britain 's Highest Mountain by 
Ken Crocket; reviewed 113, 48 

Benesch, Kent; 11 5- 11 
Bennet, Donald; book Ski 

Mountaineering in Scotland; 122-42 
Berbeka, Maciej ; 114-12, 121 -11 
Bercaw, John; 1 23- 11 / 14 
Berger, Eugene; 118-5 
Berger, H.; 124-37 
Berhault, Patrick; 119-32/ 35, 1 24- 1 0 
Berljak, Darko; 113-8 
Bernard, Philippe; 122- 17 
Bernardi , Marco; Verdon Guidebook; 

117-49 
Bernascone, Paolo; 11 3-9 
Bernina Group; 117 -8 
Berry, Nigel; 11 7 -1 2 
Berry, Steve; 120-39 
Bertoncejl; 119- 11 
Berzins, Martin; 115- 13, 116- 11 / 12, 

117-12, 122-13/ 14; letter; 117-51 
Bessone, Flaviano; 114-14, 11 9-32/ 

35/ 37 
Bestagno, Patrick; 1 23-1 6/ book Verdon 

- Le Topo Guide des Escalades; 
123-46 

Bet, Alessandro; 114-14 
Beveridge. Jim; 122-13 
Bevilacqua, Luca; 1 21 -23 
Beyer, Jim; 117 -8 
Bhuti, Phu Pu; 119-9 
Biafo Glacier; 122- 11 
Biale; 124-11 
Bianchi, Cesare Casa; 113-8 
Bibler, Todd; 114-12, 116-9, 1 21 - 11 
Biddle, Jon; 121 -17 
Bidner, Daniel; 116-9 
Bidut, Ras Chalise; 120-19 
Biel/a Mountain Wilderness Conference; 

report by Alessandro Zuccon; 1 20-
18/19 

Bieske, Evan; 113-14 
Big Horn Mountains; 113-11 
Big Thompson Canyon; 113- 11 
Bilczewski, Adam; obit. 118-5 
Billingham, Jane; 116-11 
Bird.Jim; 122-14 
Birkett, Bill; 116-11/17, 118-1 5/16, 

book Rock Climbing in the Lake 
District; 119-49/ 50 

Birtles, Geoff; 118- 16, book Alan 
Rouse, A Mountaineer's Life; 11 8 -48 

Bissa, Magan; 117-7 
Bj0rnstad, Eric; 113- 11 /12 
Black. Andy; 115- 16, 120-11 
Black, Ken; 113- 11 
Blagborough, Steve; 124- 1 5 
Blake, I.; 119-17 
Blanc, Mt.; 114-14 
Blank, Peter; 118-5 
Bleicher, Hubert; 124- 11 
Blenkinsop, Dave; 121 -14 
Bliss, B.; 113-11 
Bloemers, Frederike; 122- 10 
Blue Mountains; article Up the Mighty 

Blueys by Michael Law; 120-20 to 25 
Blunt, G.; letter The Bonington Years; 

115-48 
Boardman Tasker Award; 120-19/ 39, 

1 24-43; letter Eligible Anthologies; 
122-51 

Bocchetta Alta di Bosconero; 114-14 
Bocsh, Robi; 118- 11 
Bod~Dav~ 119- 17 
Boivin, Jean-Marc; 122-17 / 40, 

124- 10; Interview by Nadege Chable 
122-38/ 39 

Bolinder, Anders; 11 7-8 
Bolivia; 11 9- 11 
Bonatti , Walter; 116-19/ 20, 1 20- 18, 

122-40 
Bond, A .; 1 21 -1 5 
Bond.Duncan; 118- 17 
Boni; 114-1 2 



Boniface, Mark; 11 5-11, 11 6-14 
Bonington, Chris; 11 6-9, 1 22-9/ 41, 

124-10 
Bonsucesso Towers; 119-13 (illus) 
Booroomba; 1 23-1 5 
Borole, Sanjay; 1 22-11 
Borrowdale; 116-11, 122-13 
Botterill, Pete; 1 22-1 3 
Boulder Canyon; 113-1 O· 
Boulton, Lesley; letter Women Climbers 

Film; 1 22-51 
Bourne, Rodger; 11 3-14 
Bowman, Andy; 113-10 
Boyce. Mt., 123-14 
Boyden, Steve; 116-16, 117-11 
Boydon, Steve; 113-19/ 20 
Boyer; 1 24-1 0 
Boyer, Steve; 119-8 
Boysen, Martin; 118-1 6, 1 24- 14 
Bozzo, Karin; 123-37 
Brabbs, Derry; book Wainwright in 

Scotla,,d; 122-43 
Bradbury, Giles; 113-13/ 14, 123-14/ 15 
Braddlefish Wall; 1 23-1 5 
Bradey, Lydia; 118-5, 120-11 
Bradford, Dan; 113-12 
Bradshaw, Jeremy; 122-16 
Braeriach Cairntool Amphitheatre; 

115-16 
Braga, Marcelo; 119-12 
Braham, Trevor; letter; 122-51 
Brailsford, John; book Ecrins Massif 

Selected Climbs; 11 7 -50 
Braithwaite, Tut; 120-16 
Brambati, Sonia; 117-8 
Brammah 1; 124-11 
Brandauer, Karin; 116-19 
Brandler, Lothar; 122-16 
Brandon, Roger; 124-16 
Brandt, Eric; 117-8, 120-13 
Brayshaw, Dave; 11 3-14 
Brazil; 119-1 2 to 14 
Brean Down; 11 7-9/10 
Breashears, David; 11 3-42 
Bregaglia; 11 7 -8 
Bregman, Steve; 1 23-1 3 
Bremer-Kamp, Cherie; 115-42 I+ illus), 

book Living on the Edge, The Winter 
Ascent of Kangchenjunga; 116-4 7 

Brenner; 114-1 2 
Brenta Group; 114-14 
Brewerton, Andrew; 122-14 
Brewster, Mary Kay; 113-42 
Brice, Russell; 124-10 
Bridwell, Jim; 122-16 (illus)/ 17 
Brighenti, Davide; 114-14 
Brigupanth; 11 9-9/10 
Brimham; 1 22-14 
Brimmer, Steve; 1 20-11 
Brindle, Jack; 119-1 0 
Brindle.Tony; 115-11, 116-11 / 12 
Brink, Jim; 113-11 
Broad Peak; 116-10, 117-7, 118-5, 

121-11 
Broadhead, Dave; 11 5-14, 1 21 -1 6 
Broadway, Meg; 113-13 
Broisin, Laurent; 11 8-6 
Brook, Elaine; 11 5-43, book Land of the 

Snow Lion - An Adventure in Tibet; 
116-46 

Brookes, Roger; 11 5-11, 11 6-14, 
117-12, 122-14 

Brooks, Mike; 113-10 
Broomhead, Dick; 117-1 0 
Brown.Geoff; 122-13 
Brown, Joe; 113-42/ 43, 116-14, 

124-10 
Brown, Laleh; 1 21 -23 
Brown, Rosie; 1 24-17 
Brugger, Alois; 119-8 
Bubendorfer, Thomas; 114-1 2 
Buckaringa Gorge; 11 3-14 
Budding, Karin; 118-35 
Buffalo, Mt.; 1 21 -1 8, 1 23-14 
Buhl, Hermann; 11 6-19 
Buhler, Carlos; 119-11, 122-11 
Bulher; 114-1 3 
Bulington, Ben; 1 23-1 3 
Bullock, John; 115-13, 120-16 
Bundaleer; 121 -18 
Buoux; 123-1 5 
Burgess, Aid; 1 24-11 
Burgess, Al; 1 24-11 
Burkhardt, Willi P.; book Panorama 

Alps; 116-46/ 47 
Burnell.Tony; 113-18, 117-12, 122-14 
Buscail, Marc; 124-11 
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Butler, Phil; 11 7-8 
Butler, Scott; 11 8-11, 123.'1 4 
Buttermere; 11 6-11, 1 22-1 3 
Butterworth, Harrison; 11 8-32 
Buxton Mountaineering Conference 

1 988; 121-1 9 
Buzzard, Adam; 123-1 5 
Bytheway, Stephen; 118-13 

C 

Cabral, Eduardo; 119-13 
Cadiach, Oscar; 11 9-9 
Cairngorms; 1 21 -1 5, 1 24-1 5 
Calcagno, Gianni; 11 9-32/ 37 
Caldwell, Alan; 123-1 5 
Caldwell, Danny; 123-11 
Caliano, Pedro; 119-12/ 13 
Camara, Juratan; 119-12/ 13 
Cambell, Tom; 113-11 
Cameron, Ewan; 11 8-1 7 
Campanile, Alberto; 11 3-22 
Campbell, Ian; 118-1 5 
Campbell, Male; 11 6-14 
Campbell, Rick; 118-17, 124-17 
Campi, Diego; 11 3-22 
Campos de Jordao; 119-13/ 14 
Campredon, Nicolas; 122-11 
Camprubi, Jordi; 11 9-9 
Camps, Scott; 11 3-14, 11 8-12, 

1 21 -1 8, 1 23-14 
Canada; 11 8-8 to 1 0 
Candaleria, Bob; 113-1 0 
Cardoso, Julio; 119-14 
Cardoso, Marco Antonio; 119-14 
Cardozo, Luiz Octavio; 119-1 2 
Cardy, Simon; 113-19, 11 6-16, 

117-11, 119-16 
Carelle, Secteur; 114-14 
Carli, Claude; 118-6 
Carling, Paul; 11 5-1 3, 11 6-1 2 
Carn Etchachan; 115-16 
Carnati, Adriano; 117-8 
Carnovalini, Cristina; book Grandi 

Trekking ltaliani• 11 7-50 
Carnovalini, Riccardo; book Grandi 

Trekking ltaliani· 11 7-50 
Carr, Ian; 1 20-16 
Carr, Matt; 119-16 
Carreg Hyll Drem; 123-18 
Carrigan, Kim; 11 3-1 3 
Carrington, Rab; 118-16 
Carsolio, Carlos; 114-12, 118-5, 

119-8/ 9 
Carter, H. Adams; American Alpine 

Journal (Ed.); 119-50 
Carter, Lee; 1 23-14 
Carter, Simon; 1 23-1 5 
Caruso, Paolo; 1 21 -22 
Carver, Tony; 113-20 
Casari, V.; book Classic Climbs in the 

Dolomites; 117-50 
Casarotto, Goretta; 113-22, 1 22-40 
Casarotto, Renato; 116-19, 122-40; 

obit 113-22 (+ illus) 
Cassin, Riccardo; interviewed by Mirella 

Tenderini; 119-44/45 
Castell Cidwm; 1 23-18 
Castiglian, Lino; 114-14 
Castleton Tower; 113-12 
Cathedral Ledge; 118-37 
Caucasus; 1 24-1 3 
Cave, Andy; 114-14, 1 21 -15 
Cayesh; article Cayesh - A Calling by 

Jerry M. Gore; 113-32 to 37 
Cenk, Bob; 123-11 
Centennial Glen; 1 23-14 
Central Highlands Scotland; 115-15 
Central and Southern Scotland, Climbers 

Guide to by Jerry Handren; reviewed 
115-45/46 

Cepelka; 117-8 
Cerca Grande; 119-14 
Cerro Adela Sur; 119-12 
Cerro La Mesa; 114-1 3 
Cerro Mercedario; 114-13 
Cerro Negro; 114-1 3 
Cerro Rincon; 119-11 
Cerro Torre; 114-12, 119-12 
Cerro Tupungato; 114-13 
Chable, Nadege; interview of Jean-Marc 

Boivin; 122-38/39 
Chadwick, Alison; 1 22-41 
Chalab; 124-1 3 
Chamlang; 114-1 2, 11 6-1 0, 122-1 0 
Chamoux, Benoit; 11 3-9, 11 7-8, 

122-11, 1 24-1 0 
Chandler, Chris; 11 5-42 
Chang-Min, Choi; 124-10 

Changri Shar Glacier; 113-8 
Changtse; 119-8 
Changush; 119-9 
Chani; 114-13 
Chapel Head Scar; 11 5-1 3, 116-1 2 
Chapman, Doug; 1 23-13/14 
Charlton, Mark; 11 5-14/16, 118-13 
Chassagne, Jean-Paul; 118-6 
Chatyn; 124-13 
Chaudhry, Aqil; 11 9-9 
Chaukhamba 1; 11 9-9 
Cheddar Gorge; 119-1 5' 
Cheesmond, Dave; 113-42, 116-10 
Cheney, Mike; obit; 122-15 
Cherian, Maj. K.V.; 1 24-13 
Chesslett, Steve; 11 6-14, 118-1 9 
Child, Greg; 118-12 
China; 11 3-8, 116-9, 117-7, 120-10, 

1 22-9, 124-10 
Chitale; 124-1 3 
Cho Oyu; 113-8, 114-12, 116-9, 

118-5, 119-8, 120-11, 122-10, 
124-10 

Chogolisa; 11 3-24 (+ illus)/25 (illus); 
article Chogolisa Diary by Andy 
Fanshawe; 11 3-24 to 29 

Chopicalqui; 11 9-11 
Choquet, Bernard; 11 6-19 
Christie, John; 118-14 
Chrobak, Eugeniusz; 114-1 2 
Chu/ilia; A Midwinter's Dream; article by 

Nico Mailander; 114-38 to 41 
Chulilla Area; map 114-40 
Churcher, Al; 11 3-20, 120-19; poem 

The Face; 11 7 -46 
Churcher, Jill; 113-20 
Ciampino; 121-25 
Ciato; book Gran Sasso - Selected 

Climbs from Grade 3 to Grade 7; 
113-49 

Cichy, Leszek; 119-11 
Cilley, Dick; 11 5-1 0, 11 7-28, 122-11 
Cima Pratofiorito; 114-14 
Cima Scotoni; 117-8 
Cima Sondrio; 11 7 -8 
Civetta Group; 114-14 
Clark.A.; 121-15 
Clark, I.; 119-17 
Clark, lain; 11 6-11 
Clark, Ken; 118-1 7 
Clark, Ronald W.; 115-43 
Clarke, Charlie; 122-41 
Cleare, John; article Rock Climbers in 

Action in Snowdonia. A Twenty-First 
Birthday Celebration; 11 7 -38 to 43 

Clegg, Lee; 1 24-1 7 
Clerici, Marco; 117-8 
Cliff, P.; 11 5-16 
Cliff, Peter; book Ski Mountaineering; 

119-49 
Climbing by Fawcett, Lowe, Nunn and 

Rouse; reviewed 11 3-48 
Climbing by Thomas Hrovat; reviewed 

120-45 
Climbing Fit by Martin Hurn and Pat 

Ingle; reviewed 123-47 
Climbing School by John Barry and 

Roger Mear; reviewed 124-50 
Clinch, John; letter Personal Battle; 

115-47 
Clacher du Tacul; 114-14 
Clogwyn d'ur Arddu; 11 5-12, 120-16, 

123-18 
Cloisters, The; 1 23-1 5 
Clothier, Robin; 11 5-1 5, 121-15 
Clune, Russ; article Sky Top; 117-30/31 
Clyma; 114-1 2 
Cobo, F; 119-12 
Coburn-Krzowska, Chrissie; letter 

117-51 . 
Codling, John; 113-20 
Coe.Nigel; 116-18, 119-15, 121-

1 6/ 1 7; letter Swanage Ban Threat; 
118-50 

Cohen, Geoff; 1 24-1 0/ 1 5 
Caire Dubh Beg; 114-35 (illus) 
Coire Mhic Fhearchair; 124-15 
Colas, Pascal; 118-6 
Cole, Charles; 11 5-9, 1 22-1 3 
Calhoun, Catherine; 120-11 
Colledella Brenva; 114-14 
Colley, David; 1 21 -17 
Collins, Greg; 122-11 
Collins, Michael; 117-7 
Colomer, Jordi; 119-9 
Colorado; 113-10 

Colyvan, Mark; 11 3-13, 11 7-8, 
118-11/12 

Colyvan, Paul; 118-1 2 
Comforto, Valeria; 119-13/14 
Cominetti, Marcello; 114-14 
Camino, Gianni, 113-22 
Competition and Ethics; article by Stefan 

Glowacz; 121-44 to 46 
Competition Climbing - A Personal 

View; article by Martin Atkinson; 
114-9/10 

Competitions: 114-8; Statement from 
the BMC; 1 22-14; letter Climbing 
Competitions and Wild Country - A 
Clarification; 124-51/52 

Compredon, N. 1 24-1 0 
Conkie, Alistair; 118-1 6 
Cook, Dave; 120-1 9 (+ illus) 
Cookie Cliff; article by Jeff Smoot; 

122-22 
Cooper, Bob; poem In Praise of Kyloe 

Crag;117-47 
Cooper, Eddie; 1 20-1 5 
Cooper, Garn; 1 23-14 
Copeland, Kyle; 113-10/12 
Cordillera Blanca; 114-1 2, 119-11 
Cordillera Huayhuash; 114-12 
Cordillera Real; 119-11 
Cordillera Vilcobamba; 114-12, 119-11 
Cordillera Volcanica; 11 9-11 
Cornforth, Greg; 116-1 2 
Cornforth, Paul; 11 5-13, 11 6-12, 

122-13/14 
Como Stella; 114-14 
Cornwall; 113-20, 119-16 
Corrections; 116-10, 11 8-5, 120-11 
Corroboree Walls; 11 3-13, 118-11, 

123-14 
Corse - Les Cents Plus Belles Courses & 

Randonees by Henri Agresti & Jean
Paul Quilici; reviewed 114-47 

Corsica GR 20 i 180 Km di Trekking da 
Conca a Calenzana by Luca Pennisi; 
reviewed 117-50 

Cosgrove, Scott; 122-11/13 
Cosmic County; 118-11, 123-14 
Cote, Joe; 118-37 
Cote, Mike; 123-13 
Coulton, John; 1 20-11 
Coveny, Lawrence; 11 8-32 
Cox, Simon; 113-8 
Crack Canyon; 113-11 
Craig-A-Barns; 118-1 6 
Craig, Bruce; 117-8 
Craig, David; poem In the Toils of Yew 

Knotts; 11 7 -46; book Native Stones; 
118-47/48, 120-19; letter 
Buttermere Business; 123-50 

Craig Doris; 120-15 
Craig Fach; 1 23-18 
Craine, Noel; 11 6-1 6, 117-11, 118-18, 

123-18 
Cram, G.; book Rock Climbing in the 

Lake District; 119-49/50 
Cramer, Darryl; 117-28 
Cranor, Maria; 115-9/10 
Craven, Paul; 117-12 
Creag An Dubh Loch; 11 5-16, 118-17 
Creagh Dubh; 118-16, 124-16 
Creagh Dubh Dhibadail; 113-1 5 
Creag Urbhard; 114-32 (illus) 
Crease, Charli; 1 21 -18 
Cresswell, Pete; 118-6, 1 20-17 
Crilley, Daryl; 117-11 
Crocker, Martin; 115-12/13, 116-18, 

117-9 (+ illus)/10/12, 119-15/16, 
120-16/17 

Crocket, Ken; 11 5-1 5; book Ben Nevis, 
Britain's Highest Mountain; 11 3-48 

Croft, Peter; 11 5-11, ·11 7-8/26, 118-
9/11 (illus)/12; letter; 123-49 

Cronlund, Lars; 11 6-9 
Crook, Fred; 120-1 6 
Crook, Martin; 114-18, 115-11, 

116-16, 117-11/12/20/22, 118-18, 
121-14, 123-17/18; letter; 122-49 

Cropley, Ian; 118-16 (illus), 124-17 
Croucher, Norman; 117-7 
Crozzon di Brenta; 114-14 
Crunch; 123-14/15 
Cruz; 114-12 
Cuddy, Steve; 123-37 
Culberson, John; 1 20-11 
Culliman, Major P.; 11 6-1 O 
Cullinan; Patrick; 122-1 O 
Cullinane, Catherine; 11 3-42 



Cumbrian Rock by Trevor Jones and 
Geoff Milburn; reviewed 124-48/50 

Cundy, G.M.; letter 120-47 
Cunningham, Andy; 115-14/16, 

11 8-1 6, 1 21 -14/ 1 5 
Cunningham, Rich; 123-13 
Curbared Ambitions; letter from Peter 

Beal; 115-47 
Curran, Jim; 122-41, 124-1 O; article 

The St. Kilda Affair; 120-26 to 31; 
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