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JOSHUA TREE 

New route activity at Joshua Tree National 
Monument has remained strong this past 
year. Contributing to this was the discovery 
of a whole new area, Queen Mountain, by 
the Stahl brothers and Craig Fry. This area, 
which is roughly half the size of the massive 
Wonderland, sits on the western slope of 
Queen Mountain and has been dubbed 
"The Happy Hunting Ground ". Most rock is 
of the highest quality desert varnish and in 
the words of activist Dave Evans, "There is 
something for everyone" ...... including long 
approaches (the average being one hour). 

Scott Cosgrove extracted two more 13's 
near the campgrounds. Early in the season 
Cosgrove put 15 days of work into his new 
route, The New Deal, and rated it 5.13d. 
The New Deal follows thin edge cranks for 
80 feet up a vertical wall far left of Zzz. Left 
of The New Deal, Mike Paul established 
Dizrythmia (5.12a) . Cosgrove also climbed 
the fine Headstone Arete (5.13b) above 
Ryan Campground after 7 days of effort. 
Right of that is last season's top rope route 
by Johnny Woodward, North Face of 
Headstone (5.12b) . Further right is Terry 
Ayer's Headbanger's Ball (5.12a). 

In a trouser-filling effort, John Bachar 
soloed the popular Father Figure, then later 
soloed it again for photographs. Father 
Figure is the new campground classic 
established last year by Cosgrove. It is 
easily found by walking to Barker Dam, then 
heading East for 200 yards behind a slabby 
formation to a small canyon. It is 40 feet tall 
and overhanging with 4 protection bolts. 
Bachar also soloed Bikini Whale (5.12b), 
another bold effort. Reportedly (but yet to 
be confirmed), Peter Croft tried to solo 
Equinox (5.12c) but downclimbed from the 
top crux move (65 feet up). It just goes to 
show that you have to know when to say 
when. 

Randy Leavitt established some more 
Wonderland hard classics . La Machine 
(5 .13c/d) became the hardest route on the 
Ivory Tower. Despite many efforts from top 
climbers, La Machine is still unrepeated. 
Between La Machine and The Powers That 
Be, Leavitt climbed the beautiful and 
impressive Chain of Addiction (5.13b) . 
Chain of Addiction is probably one of the 
most beautiful routes in Joshua Tree and 
also awaits a second ascent. The Powers 
That Be received second and third ascents 
by Tom Gilje and Mike Lechlinksi. Both 
climbers moved left at the fourth bolt and 
avoided the 5.13 crux. They felt this finish 
was easier than the original. Tony Yanira 
arrived to join Leavitt on the first ascent of a 
three pitch line on the Superdome, ·Warpath 
(5.12c). This route is very enjoyable and 
starts on the overhanging wall left of The 
Last Unicorn. The first pitch (crux) of 
Warpath was also repeated by Gilje and 
Lechlinski. To the right of Dihedralman, 
Leavitt and Glenn "Machine" Svenson 
climbed the obvious 90 foot finger crack 
through the double roof system, named 
Avant Guard Dog (5.11d). 

The hard routes on Queen Mountain have 
fallen to Gilje and Lechlinski. Only 25 
minutes up Queen Mountain you can find 
their routes The Fly (5.12a) and Le 
Cockroach (5.12c) which is reported to be 
Lechlinski's version of La Machine. Another 
30 minutes of hiking brings you to the 80 
foot tall, classic Black Diamond (5.12, on 
Olympic Dome), which is the best looking 
route in the area . Walt Shipley has been 

Randy Leavitt on the first ascent at La Machine (5. 13c), lvorv Tower, Joshua Tree. 
Photo: Leavitt Collection. 

busy bagging the classic moderate lines 
with up to 30 good new routes to his credit. 

Near the Campground areas, Paul Borne 
has focused his attention on some of the 
overlooked high angled slab routes. Left of 
Hot Rocks, Borne led Stand and Deliver 
(5.12a), a continuous thin edge route. On 
the Sentinel, and left oflllusion Dweller, 
Borne climbed two hard 5.12 routes. 
Immediately left of Illusion Dweller was his 
free ascent of a former Charles Cole aid 
route, now called The Tarantula (2 pitches, 
5.12+). Further left is The Scorpion (2 
pitches, 5.12) . Borne also climbed The 
Gauntlet (5.12a) which is a 5 bolt climb on 
the far right side of Lost in the Shuffle Crag . 

At Indian Cove Bob Gaines made the first 
free ascent of My Wife is an Alien (5.12a) 
with the crux being the mantle over the lip 
at the second bolt. This climb ascends 
Group #5 campsite wall (four bolts) . With 
Yvonne MacPhearson, Gaines also climbed 
Rattle and Hum (5.11 d) in Steve Canyon 
(Sidewinder formation, steep smearing up 
arete left of Rockwell 41c, (3 bolts) and Take 
A Seat (5.1 Ob) on the South face of The 
Chair. Gaines also led a classic 4 bolt face, 

Monaco (5.10d, Gaines, MacPhearson, Mark 
Maynard, Tod Gordon), up a steep pillar left 
of Castrum at Indian Cove. 

Mike Paul climbed three steep routes far 
right of Wet Tee Shirt Night. They are, left 
to right, The Flying Dutchman (5.12), The 
Yardarm (5.11) and Walk the Plank (5.11 ). 
These quality routes have become popular 
due to their close proximity to Hidden 
Valley Campground . 

Troy Mayr has been busy with new 
projects. Already completed last year were 
La Chol/a (5.13a) and Love Goddess (5.12c) 
in the Hall of Horrors area. Love Goddess 
has seen numerous repeats, while La Chol/a 
has seen none. Rob Mulligan and Troy 
Mayr added a one bolt direct start to Cactus 
Flower, called This is Only a Test (5.12a) . 
Maxr and Jim Thornburg added two classic, 
vertical knobby faces on the Oyster Bar 
formation (right of Cowboy Crags, right of 
Saddle Rocks). The routes are (left to right) 
Oysters From Heaven (5.11c) and Oyster 
Delicacy (5 .11 a) . 

Rush "the Fish" Walling established a 
route right of Tumbling Rainbow - Tonic 
Boom (5.12) . Tic Tic Boom (5.12a, FA: Roy 
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Left: Geoff Weigand making the second ascent of Serpentine 
(31), Mount Stapylton, Victoria, Australia. Photo: Mike Myers. 
Right: Scott Stevenson on Technosurfing (5. 12b), Rumney. 
Photo: A. Cattabriga. 

McClenahan) is right of Tonic 
Boom and starts from Rainy Day 
Dream Away. Both of the Boom 
routes are on good quality, 
steep rock. 

More from Johnny Woodward 
... he climbed the short, but 
difficult, Skin Of The Teeth 
(5.12d) right of Up 40on the 
Molar, Cap Rock area. On the 
Zebra Cliffs (and right of More 
Frozen Food) he top roped The 
Sand Truck (5.11 c). In the 
Stirrup Tank area, left of Hand 
Grenade, Woodward led a four 
bolt climb called Horshoe 
(5.11c). At Split Rocks, 
Woodward and Hensel climbed 
two routes right of Cleared for 
Takeoff, Fie Bite (5.11d, T.R.) 
and The Tortoise and the Dog 
(5.10b) . Finally, Woodward 
joined Lechlinski, Mari Gingery 
and Tim Wagner to lead the 
arete left of Morango Man. 
From The Mouth of the Dogs 
(5.11 b) was the result (it is 
possible that this was formerly a 
top rope problem by Eric 
Ziesche called Vitamin Z. 

Ethical questions relating to 
climbing styles have been the 
usual thorny discussions around 
camp. In this correspondent's 
opinion, a few points transcend 
the usual and become a "matter 
of good taste" if you will. In 
particular, overbolting and the 
use of coloured hangers should 
be discouraged. The following 
comment is not directed at any 
one particular individual, but is 
intended as food for thought for 
the climbing community at 
Joshua Tree. Coloured hangers 
are a visible eyesore, easily 
seen from the ground (I am 
guilty of using these on a route, 
but plan to replace them if 
possible, moreover I plan never 
to use them again) . The 
coloured hangers (bright red, 
green, purple, and blue) clash 
with the natural beauty of the 
rock and will probably be cited 
by the rangers as a good 
argument against future bolting. 
Climbing shops might also 
consider boycotting the brightly 
coloured hangers. Also, I 
believe that the ethics wars (i.e . 
rap bolting v.s. lead bolting) 
have entirely missed the point. 
An abseil placed bolt looks 
identical to a lead placed bolt, 
the question should be when 
and where to bolt (i .e. not every 
grainy face route around the 
campgrounds needs to be 
bolted). Since nearly all Joshua 
Tree rock of 85 degrees or less 
can be climbed, routes need to 
be evaluated (by the individuals 
doing the first ascents) in terms 
of quality versus extra bolts 
added. Bolting can open up 
some of the most enjoyable and 
outrageous routes, but it can 
also do damage. Each climber's 
idea of quality can differ so this 
may be a moot point, but please 
remember that there is more to 

life than your name in the 
guidebook. 

Speaking of guidebooks, the 
new Joshua Tree guide 
supplement is now available 
from Chockstone Press. There 
are many quality routes to do, 
but beware of falling victim to 
the renowned type of Joshua 
Tree route known as "the 
obscure grainy pile" ... Happy 
Hunting!!! 

Randy Leavitt 

NORTH EAST 

Rumney 
Until recently Rumney remained 
an obscure passage in the 
guidebook, a place climbers 
promised themselves they'd 
visit on a rainy day, but never 
quite got round to doing. Well 
things are a changing at a rapid 
rate . Rumney, once the best 
kept secret in the North East, is 
fast developing in to one of the 
foremost centres of hard rock 
climbing north of the New River 
Gorge. Rumney is characterised 
by steep face climbs, usually 
under a pitch in length . The 
rough , metamorphic rock is the 
nearest thing to limestone the 
North East has to offer, and just 
like much of the limestone in 
Europe it is well protected by 
insitu bolts and pegs, a factor 
which has no doubt helped 
endear it to a number of would
be rock stars. 
The local team, headed by Scot 
Stevenson and Ted Hammond, 
have been responsible for a 
number of excellent routes. 
Their vast knowledge of the 
area's hidden crags has enabled 
them to develop some superb 
routes away from the 
competition of a small 
marauding team of North 
Conway climbers who are 
responsible for many of the 
difficult new routes on the cliffs 
near to the road . 

The Meadows 
The Fall of '87 and Spring of '88 
saw a major development of the 
excellent steep faces in this 
area. Jerry Handren sparsely 
bolted the left hand wall to give 
the striking Bad Seed (5.12b), 
with entertaining but safe fall 
potential from the final moves. 
Unfortunately, in recent times, 
an unknown person has 
disfigured the route, with the 
addition of a new protection 
bolt and a lower fixed anchor, a 
sad action which will hopefully 
not be repeated on any of the 
area's other routes. To the left 
of Bad Seed, Greg McCausland 
bolted the hanging 'Hueco' 
arete to give the popular 
Apocalypse Later (5.11c). On 
the short wall to the right of Bad 
Seed, Nick Yardley lead Captain 
Fingers (5.11c); while repeating 

the route Hammond got a closer 
look at the ground than 
expected when the final peg 
pulled as he fell from the crux. 
Since then the marginal peg has 
wisely been replaced with a 
bomber bolt to prevent future 
extended flights . 
The short cliff down to the right 
capped by a jutting roof gave 
Tom Armstrong and Hammond 
No Money Down (5.10c) while 
Mack Johnson and party 
climbed up to, and through, the 
break in the overlap to the right 
to give The Coveted (5.11 b) . 
The steep and juggy, bolt
protected face to the left of Bolt 
Line fell to Armstrong and T. 
Bowker with Lies and 
Propaganda (5.9-), a route that 
has proved to be very popular. 
Misdemeanour (5.10d) was the 
work of A. Cattabriga and 
Armstrong up the corner to the 
right of Tunnel Zone. The 
centre piece of the Meadows is 
the large, white and gently 
overhanging wall to the right 
hand side . Here Handren with 
Chris Gill led Flesh for Lulu 
(5.12b). In the Spring of '88 
visiting Scotsman Duncan 
McCallum paid a visit to the 
area, after making the first Flash 
ascent of Flesh for Lulu. 
Mccallum then lead the line to 
the left to give Rumney one of 
its hardest routes with the 
excellent Hope for Donna 
(5.12c) . The short arete to the 
right of Holderness Corner was 
climbed by Armstrong to give 
The Arete (5.10c) . 

The 5.8 Crag 
This small roadside crag has a 
number of short test pieces. 

Arm and Hammer (5.11c) is the 
fingery and well protected line 
to the right of Sky Pilot and was 
the work of Armstrong . The 
bulging wall to the left of Sky 
Pilot gave Steve Damboise the 
run out Pump Up the Volume 
(5.12b), a route sure to have the 
adrenalin pumping through 
your system . To the left again 
Damboise added Licenses to Ill 
(5.11 a), a route rare in the fact 
that the leader must place all his 
own gear! 

New Wave Wall 
On this steep cliff Hammond 
added Barking Spiders (5.11 b) 
up the leaning corner to the left 
of Sally's Alley. Situated 
directly above the New Wave 
Wall is a S.E. facing wall called 
the Kennel Wall. Armstrong's 
Walking the Dog (5.10d) follows 
the slab to the crack. 
Hammond's Fucking the Dog 
(5.11 d) takes the face above the 
first pin on the previous route . 
Johnson lead the corner to the 
roof then exited left to give 
Zacker Cracker. 

Bonzai Crag 
This is one of the many superb 
cliffs hidden further up the 
hillside and not mentioned in 
the guide book. Along with the 
other cliffs in the vicinity Banzai 
Crag has been developed 
exclusively by local teams with 
an intimate knowledge of the 
area's geography, the result 
being a number of worthy 
testpieces. To reach Banzai 
Crag, follow the small uphill trail 
that leaves the road 70m to the 
left of the 5.8 crag. Banzai Crag 
is reached in 15 minutes and is 
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Duncan McCallum on the first ascent of Hope For Donna (5. 12c), 
Rumney. Photo: Nick Yardley. 

characterized by its undercut 
nature. The gymnastic moves 
past the bolts and pin on the 
extreme left of the crag gave 
Hammond the demanding India 
(5.12b). The line to the right fell 
to Stevenson with A Slice of Life 
(5 .11 d); next is the crag's most 
popular route, Peer Pressure 
(5.10d) by Bowker and J. Lena, 
which follows the obvious right 
leaning corner, past a 
reassuring number of bolts. 
Johnson and Bowker's Social 
Climber (5.11 b) takes the lower 
right leaning corner. The 
overhanging arete gave 
Hammond Social Outcast 
(5.12b). On the wall to the right 
Bowker's Centerpiece (5.10c) 
takes a line of bolts and pins up 
the centre of the crag. 

Wiamea Wall 
This huge 'wave' like 

wall lies up to the left of Bonzai 
Crag and can be reached from 
here by following a vague trail ; 
otherwise approach via an 
uphill trail from the Black Jack 
Boulders. Silver Surfer (5.11d) 
was climbed by Hammond and 
follows a line of switching 
corners to the left of Flying 
Hawaiian; the prominent 
sloping corner in the centre of 
the cliff is taken by Armstrong 
and A. Byer's enjoyable Flying 
Hawaiian (5.11 a). To the right 
Stevenson and Cattabriga 
climbed the superb Techno 
Surfing (5 .12b), a route sure to 
see many hopefuls swinging 
free from its crux. Stevenson 
teamed up with Hammond to 
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climb the Lobotomy Traverse 
(5.11 d) up horizontal cracks on 
the right of the cliff. 
The hillside to the left of the 
Wiamea Wall is dotted with a 
number of interesting little 
crags sporting many worthwhile 
routes for those willing to risk a 
bit of exploring. Rumney has 
much worthwhile climbing in 
the 5.8 to 5.10 range. However, 
it is in the 5.11 and above range 
that the area really comes into 
its own. Today Rumney is on 
the brink of becoming one of 
the best playgrounds for hard 
climbers in the East. The area 
still has vast potential for new 
routes in the 5.12 - 14 range. So 
next time you're cruising up the 
interstate in search of a pump, 
stop by and check out some of 
Rumney's excellent routes and 
blatantly obvious untouched 
walls. 
Regarding access and parking, 
all the cliffs are on private land 
so please follow the directions 
of signs posted by the land 
owner. As for parking, all the 
cliffs are reached from the 
narrow Buffalo Road, which 
sees a lot of local traffic. Please 
be considerate and obey the No 
Parking signs and only park in 
designated parking areas. 
There is a possibility that more 
parking space may be made 
available by next year. Please 
do not endanger the privilege of 
future climbers from using 
Rumney by inconsiderate 
actio.ns. 

Nick Yardley 

AUSTRALIA f 
i , 

This is the first Oz news for 
nearly a year, and no doubt the 
climbing world has been 
holding its breath. (Yes, 
Virginia, there is another 
Australia besides the slate 
quarry in Wales). Apart from 
the usual attempts at glory, the 
last year has seen the launching 
of Rod and Sue Young's 
quarterly magazine Australian 
Rockclimber, an unpretentious, 
accessible mag for our 
burgeoning climbing 
population. (The glossier, 
more-ads-for-your-money Rock 
has subsequently lifted its game 
and become biannual.) Next, 
Geoff Weigand's much
publicised visit to his 
motherland early this year left 
us with some new 31s (just 
warm-ups for the 5.14s at 
Smith, sweetie), several 
impressive second ascents (with 
revised gradings) and in the 
Chipping State, a spattering of 
chopped routes, which once 
were chipped routes, and before 
that, weren't routes at all, but 
might have been ... Natural 
selection revisited? And last, 
Wollongong hosted our very 
first Euro-style climbing 
competition, which by Euro
standards was a dismal failure; 
after all, everyone there had fun, 
there were no tantrums thrown, 
no Porsches for prizes, 
concessions for the unemployed 
and a tarpaulin to keep off the 
rain . Mon Dieu, how gauche! 

VICTORIA 
Arapiles 

Here, Weigand did the first 
ascent of You're Terminated 
(31 ), the much-speculated arete 
above High Dive and finishing 
up Power, Corruption and Lies. 
He also repeated Lats in the 
Belfry in two days, downrating it 
from 31 to 30. Jon Muir and 
Geoff Little had a very busy 
summer ferretting out millions 
of routes from under the 'piles 
including Motivated by Food 
(26), right of Hunger, Jug City 
(24) - which it's not! and 
Sufficiently Alarming (24) -
which it most definitely is - both 
on Hum Terrace. Way around 
the back is Jon's magnum 
opus, the monster roof Is Your 
Washroom Breeding 
Bolsheviks? (26), which received 
a most impressive flash second 
asent by Paul Hoskins. In 
Intrepid Gully Lincoln Shepherd 
found Cliff Richards (25) to be 
pop rock. 

Grampians 
Martin Scheel cracked the left 

side of the arch on the Wall of 
Fools to give Miluka (30) . On 
the brutally overhung wall just 
left of Sandinista, Scheel put up 
Daniel and the Tiger (31) - a 
presidential pun? - while 12m 
left again HB finished off his 
long-standing and beautifully 
named Contra Arms Pump (30). 
Immediately left of Amnesty 
International, Steve Monks 
completed The Good Fight (25). 
Weigand's second ascent of 

Serpentine on his second day 
confirmed the route's quality -
"the total endurance pitch ." Just 
left of Seventh Pillar, HB added 
Sirocco (25), which, as the 
easiest totally free climb on 
Taipan Wall, has some claim to 
fame. 

Prior to the recently-published 
new guide to Black lans, this 
convivial little cliff saw non
stop-disco action, including 
Glenn Tempest's Legal Eagle 
(24) and Itchy Fingers (24), and 
Lincoln Shepherd's Sheep May 
Safely Graze (25) . At the Asses 
Ears, Monks climbed the 
splendid orange wall right of 
Die Young: Mexican Wave (24) 
and his Dead Ahead (24) made 
the scrub bash worthwhile. 

Mount Buffalo 
Left of Salt Lake City a new 

mega-classic, The Mormon 
Sanction (24 M1), fell under the 
combined efforts of Kevin 
Lindorff, Scott Camps, Tony 
Marion and Simon Mentz. 
"Despite 13 bolts, it still has lots 
of scary run-outs." Join the 
queue. Camps climbed the 
desperate Rubber Neck (26) on 
the Monolith, while Ferret and 
Greg Pritchard discovered a 
cluster of gems at a new 
outcrop near the Horn. 

Eastern Victoria 
With another guide out, new

routing has been frantic. At Mt. 
Erica, Tempest led The Kid (24), 
False Gods (24), Blah Blah Blah 
(25) and Magic Mushroom (25) -
obviously something to get high 
on. At Sunset Strip, he put up 
Slapper Around (24), "an upside 
down twin edged arete across a 
roof". (Huh?) 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
At Norton Summit, Jared 

McCulloch cranked the mighty 
guns on Shell Shocked (25), but 
the coup went to Malcolm (HB) 
Matheson with his ascent of The 
Hindley Shuffle (27) . At Thorn 
Buttress, local activist Stuart 
Williams did several testpieces: 
The Stench Before the Storm 
(26), Hippy and a Wharfie (24) 
and Pussycats and Crushed 
Kneecaps (24). (More than a 
mouthful there, eh?) 
Meanwhile, Mark Witham has 
attempted to draw the hordes to 
Onkaparinga with his amusing if 
self-indulgent guidebook 
Bonkas at Le Onkas, containing 
more climbs than one would've 
thought possible, the hardest 
being Would You Believe? (24). 
And buried deep in a nook of 
the Adelaide Hills, Nick Neagle 
unearthed a stupendous three
route wall, with the star 
climb Wings of Desire (24). 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
With Perth as far from Sydney 

as London is from Moscow, its 
not surprising that WA has 
evolved a climbing scene in 
virtual isolation from the 
eastern states. Such a young 
scene, practically innocent of 
aggression and guile, is 



reminiscent of eastern Australia 
a decade ago, and Europe in the 
late 19th century. However, 
visiting easterners Mike Law 
and Glenn Robbins soon left 
their imprint on Paradise. Local 
climber Ed Bumbleez confessed 
that "the biggest impression 
was made when Claw put in a 
bolt in 90 seconds!" At 
Churchman's Brook, Law put up 
Grisle Trouble (24) and 
Snatches and Lays (24). At the 
stunning, atmospheric West 
Cape Howe he added Gay Blade 
(27), a ridiculously blank arete 
and the hardest route in WA -
Twitch to Glory (26) and the 
aptly named Tights, Camera, 
Action (25). During a separate 
visit, in the Albany area, Louise 
Shepherd did a direct finish to 
the pretty line Hear the Wind 
Blow: Hear the French Nukes 
Blow (24), and just right of that 
Atolls Away (24) . Meanwhile, 
the locals have not been idle. 
Leading activist Roland Tyson 
has bought a petrol-driven 
bolting machine and new routes 
are falling like flies. 

A.C.T. 
At Orroral Ridge, Adam 

Blizzard cranked Space Lego 
(24), Mike Peck found Fish and 
Chips (25) and A Fish Called 
Nora (24). On the orange wall at 
Booroomba, Tony Barten took a 
day to free the rests on Boys 
Brigade (25) and Designer Drugs 
(25) . In the Courtyard, John 
Churchill subdued The Taming 
of the Shrew (24). 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Bungonia Gorge 

Delightfully cool in summer, 
Bungonia's solid limestone is 
weathering increasing streams 
of climbers . Giles Bradbury's 
classic Strangeness and Charm 
(24) has retained its appeal over 
time. Mike Law-Smith has been 
kept on edge with Space Quakes 
(24), Synchrotron (26) and 
Palenta Pumper (25), while 
Tempest and Richard Smith 
swung leads on the excellent, 
sustained Critical Mass (24) . 
Tempest also did a Direct Finish 
(24) to Fantini's classic Wailing 
Cockatoos (23). 

Blue Mountains 
The chipping controversy 

remains a salient feature of 
Mountains climbing. Law's 
"milestone" Alpha Leather was 
cemented up by a local anti
chipper, and his Blue Emu 
Complex was chopped by 
Weigand because it too had 
been chipped. At Cosmic 
County, Greg Child bouldered 
out The Sexist Chainsaw 
Massacre (24), right of In the 
Flesh. At Porters Pass, Law 
freed ·Hip, Shake, Jerk at 24. 
Near the waterfall, Mark Radtke 
did Done Roamin', Done Carin', 
Done Livin' (25). Evidently he 
hasn't done Climbin' yet. At 
Boronia Point, John Smoothy 
found Lyptus (24), Euchre (24) 
and the steep Sydney Rose (25). 
At Tarana, he went for the leg 

pump on A Ticklish Affair (24) 
and Police Presence (25). In the 
Wolgan, Weigand freed the 
second pitch of Giles' 
Microcosm at 27, and Stacey did 
a Ghost Dance (24). In 
Centennial Glen, Weigand 
flashed Einstuevzende Neubatch 
and downgraded it to 26, and 
Trix Roughly (26) on the same 
day. On Wave Wall, Mike 
Stacey bolted and then followed 
Smoothy up Rubber Lover (26). 
At Mt. York, Stacey uncovered 
The Age of Rubber (24) and Ant 
Prehn bolted up his Second 
Year Uni (25) and The 
Lambrisco Kid (25) . 

New England 
The Blue Hole has seen a 

spate of development, including 
Al Stephens' and Mark 
Colyvan's aid elimination on 
Picnic at Hanging Rock (24). 

QUEENSLAND 
Frog Buttress 

Here Law left his mark with 
Debrilla (28), the futuristic arete 
right of Child in Time. Camps 
solved the obvious direct finish 
to Green Plastic Comb, named 
Sadhana (26). John Pearson 
bagged the right arete of Cock 
Corner to produce Stonkers and 
Steroids (25), while Paul 
Hoskins indulged in a little 
Bitching and Backstabbing (24). 
Chris Frost recently grabbed the 
major line left of Tantrum -
Petulance (26) and also the mini 
Swashbuckler (24) . 

Shady Buttress 
Shady and Western Wall, both 

on private property, have been 
closed indefinitely following an 
incident in which some boorish 
small-brained climbers left open 
a stock gate! These routes here 
may be the last ones for a while. 
Richard Henderson climbed the 
steep wall left of Taciturn - Gay 
Smurfs on Acid (25) and right of 
Big Worry Exit Pin - Ride the 
Wild Smurf(24). His two non
smurf routes were Party Duck 
(24) and Sarah Connor (26). 
Camps breached the gap 
between Adonis and Deadly 
Spawn to produce As I see You 
(25) and then found his Life 
Education (26) up the crazy
angled rock right of the Greasy 
Chin. At Jivaro Camps spent 
three days creating Yogi Bear 
and Boo Boo Sauce (27). 

Western Wall 
The major addition here was 

Camps' superb Windham Hill 
(25) left of Rats and Fire. 

TASMANIA 
There has been plenty of 

action all over the island, 
including some difficult 
problems in Cataract Gorge. On 
Ben Lomond, visiting Steve 
Mayer put up Foreign Winner 
(25) and a new area, Handsome 
Crag, has been developed. 

Louise Shepherd 
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BRITISH ISLES 

Fine Summer Despite 
Competitions 

Dave Sarkar making the second ascent of Mick Ryan's new route 
Comedy (E6 6b) at Kilnsey. Photo: Dave Pegg. 
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LAKE DISTRICT 

You will notice that this report 
concentrates mainly on the 
Southern Lakes. The reason for 
this is not the lack of activity up 
North - it just means I haven't 
yet visited "The Packhorse" in 
Keswick to pick up the 
information there! Also, the 
attractions of Ambleside have 
been enhanced by the opening 
of "Wilt's Cafe" above the Rock 
and Run Shop, which serves 
excellent cakes in a very 
"climber friendly" atmosphere. 

Langdale 
The new guidebook should be 
out by the time you read this -
the number of routes it contains 
is almost double the total of the 
1980 issues! It will be 
interesting to see whether the 
more neglected crags,. such as 
Flat Crags, receive more 
attention - especially when you 
realise what remains to b~ 
climbed there! Anyhow, it is 
out of date aleady, Jim Cooper 
has claimed a line on the butt
ress 70 metres left of Middlefell 

Buttress on Raven Crag at E2 5c 
called Don't Look Back. Down 
at Raven Crag, Walthwaite, 
Dave Birkett and Keith Foster 
have added Ard (E2 5c) which 
finds a direct line through 
Protus. Up on Gimmer Crag, Al 
Phizacklea and Rob Knight 
climbed the thin slab right of 
Nocturne directly to giveHash 
N'Thrash (E1 5c) 

Gable and Pillar 
It looks like the guidebook (due 
out this year) will be delayed 
until next Spring. A very necky 
line was added to Buckbarrow 
by Ian Turnbull, who climbed 
the face to the •ight of Wild 
West Show at E6 6b to give The 
Final Curtain . This is actually a 
direct start to a route up the 
right edge of the pillar first 
climbed (but never recorded) by 
Dave Armstrong in 1987. On 
the Tophet Wall area, Al 
Phizacklea, Dai Lampard and 
Bob Wightman traversed the 
thin slab just above the leaning 
wall taken by The Vikings and 
Supernatural to create The 
Satanic traverses, an exciting 

II 



E5 6a. 
On Kern Knotts Phizacklea 
added Eastern Block to the 
buttress left of Kern Knotts 
Corner at a severe grade, and 
Pussy (E3 5c), which is a rising 
traverse between Sylvester and 
Feline Crack, with Paul Cox. 

Scafell/Dow/Eskdale 
Hodge Close remains as popular 
as ever, with a few good ·lines 
pushed in between the existing 
routes. Paul Cornforth gained 
the short groove left of Limited 
Edition via a desperate rising 
traverse from the initial flake of 
Big Dipper to give Live 
Transmission (E5/6 6c) . The 
bolts for this line were added by 
'some lad from Llanberis', but 
the home-made hangers he 
fitted were downright 
dangerous - there was only 2.5 
mm of steel left between the 
carabiner hole and the edge of 
the hanger plate - needless to 
say these have now been 
replaced by something more 
substantial. (The moral of this 
tale is never trust home-made 
gear). Ian Turnbull climbed The 
Haggis (E6 6b) in error, he was 
on Limited Edition when he got 
to the good hold above the crux 
and instead of trending left to 
the peg and bolt runners, he 
continued directly in line with 
the top bolt. Apparently he was 
halfway through a gripping 
sequence of moves, at a 
terminal height above his last 
runner, when he shouted up to 
Paul Carling, "Where does 
Limited Edition go?" The reply 
came down quietly "About 
twenty feet to your left mate!" 
Carling has added two good 
routes here: Viennese Oyster 
(E3 6b) takes the white streak 
left of Blank Expression and 
Fatal Attraction (E5 6b/c), which 
is a very sustained line rising 
between Sasquatch and Hoof 
Hearted before it trends back 
left for the crux. A further line 
at E2 5c was added up the slabs 
between Sasquatch and Dan 
Dare by John Daly and friends. 
Lastly, the dangerous block 
which formed the crux groove 
of Mirror Mirror has now joined 
the scree, leaving a dirty scar 
which has yet to be re
ascended. 
Dave Bates and Jim Cooper 
climbed a couple of variation 
finishes to the 'Hot Pies' wall of 
Black Hole Quarry. Tiger Tiger 
takes the actual line of the 
popular abseil slab and The 
Hunter Returns (E5 6b) climbs 
through the overhangs to its 
left. 
In the Coppermines Valley 
above Coniston, the 
explorations of Keith Phizacklea 
and Jeff Wilkinson led to the 
discovery of a short steep faced 
needle on Ravens Tor, above 
Levers Water. The Terminator 
(E1 /2,5b) climbs the overlap on 
the left and The Running Man 
(E 1,5b) takes the crack to its 
right. The right-hand arete gave 
them The Long Goodbye (E 1,5a) 
and the steep face right of this 
went at E2 5b to give A Raw 
Deal. 

The most intense activity in 
this region has been in the 
Duddon Valley, where John 
Daly and Keith Phizacklea have 
discovered the riverside crag of 
Troutal Gorge, which is about 
one minute's walk from the 
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road! The longer and better 
routes selected here from the 22 
climbed are Diehard (E2 5c) 
(with Matt Gibson), which takes 
the right-hand arete, and 
Snapdragon (E3 6a) which 
climbs the thin crack just right 
of the prominent central arete. 
This is the line of Troutal Arete 
(E3 6a) and Pigwatching (E2 5c) 
climbs up just to its left. 
Slapping for Support (E4 5c) is a 
serious line into the niche on 
the left wall of the arete, which 
saw an almost terminal fall by 
Bob Wightman terminated by a 
No. 1 R.P. (-Oops! cutting 
things a bit fine there Bob!) A 
short way downstream, 
immediately above the 
waterfall, is another bold arete, 
Whitewater (E3 5c), where Daly 
claims "The ability to swim is a 
distinct asset! " Altogether they 
make a pleasant, sheltered 
adition to the valley on good 
rock - although this is due to the 
rather heavy-handed cleaning 
tactics used (tut,tut!) 

Up on Burnt Crag, Al 
Phizacklea and John Holden 
climbed the superb central 
hanging groove line to produce 
Burning Desire (E5 6a) and the 
ramp line between this and 
S.P.C. became Scorched Earth 
(E4 6a) . The crag was girdled by 
Phizacklea and Rob Knight to 
give Ring of Fire at E3 6a,6a. 
Further up the hillside 
Phizacklea and Holden added 
Yggdrasil (E 1 5b/c) directly up 
between Thor & Odin on Great 
Blake Rigg. 

Heron Crag in Eskdale gave 
Phizacklea and Dai Lampard the 
surprisingly independent line of 
Titus (E3 5c,6a,5c) up a series of 
grooves between Gormenghast 
and Iago. 

Lakes Limestone 
Humphrey Head Scar has seen 

its last gaps shot away. Rick 
Graham and Luke Steel climbed 
Live Rounds (E4 6a) directly up 
the steep wall above the Virility 
Traverse, and Steer added a 
direct start up the brittle wall 
below Firing Squad to give 
Loading Up (E5 6b) . Finally the 
groove left of Sniffin ' the Saddle 
was climbed at E2 5b by Ted 
Rogers and Ken 'Dusty Bin ' 
Forsythe to produce 3-2- 1 (the 
route will provide much better 
entertainment than the show!) 

Al Phizacklea 

YORKSHIRE 
The Summer that the 
weatherpeople have been 
promising for years appears to 
be upon us - either this or the 
Ozone layer is in a lot worse 
state than everybody thinks. 
Whatever, things are certainly 
warming up in Yorkshire . All 
signs would point to the 
prospect of a record Summer 
with quality new routes and 
repeats to report . . 

At Kilnsey Dave Pegg climbed 
Aboriginal Sin (E6 6c), a route 
which he prepared last year that 
more or less follows Original 
Route over the ' umbrella ' and 
up th~ wall that Licorice 
traverses. Repeat ascents have 
been made. Further along, to 
the left of The Thumb, Pete 
Gomersall ended his affair with 
the route he part completed last 

Oe~igned quality 
OC'!iverPd v.1.rue 

Above:Stacks more to go at. . . Photo: Bernard Newman. 
Below: Sign cemented into boulder at Bamford Edge. "Where else 
in western Europe would this be tolerated, not only in its restriction 
of rock climbing, but in the philistine crudity of its imposition in a 
place of such importance" - Paul Nunn. 

year. The route, Urgent Action 
(ES 6c) , climbs the steep rock on 
the right side of the North 
Buttress. It joins The Thumb for 
its final few metres. The grade 
and quality were confirmed by 
visiting Australian Geoff 
Weigand, who made the second 
ascent over three days and went 
on to make an on sight ascent of 
Biological Need. Weigand 
added his own contribution with 
The Ashes (E7 6b), which is a 
free version of Pontefract Man. 
On the left hand end of the crag, 
Mick Johnstone added Man 
With a Gun (E6 6c). Right of 
Captain Tripps, Mick Ryan has 
climbed the steep wall to 
provide Comedy (E6 6b), which 
was repeated on sight by 
Weigand . Numerous other 
routes have been prepared and 
are actively being worked on. 
Sadly, over-zealous bolting 
seems to be the norm. 
Disturbing is the movement to 
bastardise established routes by 
the addition of bolts where 
before there were none. 
Michael Ryan has taken it on 
himself to add a bolt to 
Jumping and Squeaking, a 
gesture which was unnecessary. 
By mistake, Justin Voglar, whilst 
preparing a direct start to 
Dihedral Wall ,added three bolts 
to Relax. After some debate, 
Justin nobly removed th em to 
restore Relax to its former 
frightening state and climbed 
his route, China Crisis (E6 6c) , 
using a protection peg at the 
start. 

At Yew Cougar Tony Burnell 
climbed an E3 5c to th e left of 

Frenzy called Beyond the Fringe. 
His partner, Chris Sowden, 
climbed the tufa pillar and 
shattered wall between The 
Power and the Glory and 
Staying Power. It carries the 
grade of E6 6c and sports a few 
bolts and threads . 

At Trailers Gill Michael Ryan 
added a route right of Spent 
Youth. Say Something New is 
what he has named it. It sports 
three bolts and a grade of E5 6b. 
I wonder whether the name 
refers to the bolts or the grade? 

"Fast " would presently seem 
to be the buzzword at Malham. 
Not fast food , but fast ascents. 
Jerry Moffat stopped by for a 
day and gave the locals bottoms 
a thorough kicking . He climbed 
Baboo Baboo (E6 6c) on sight, 
Raindogs, Zoo/oak and top 
roped Predator (E something) -
rather desperate after minimal 
work . This constitutes an E28 
day and is in the same mould as 
many of Jerry's previous 
performances. Jerry has 
undoubtedly regained the lead 
he had over the rest of the 
World before his long layoff. 
Keep it up. Other notable 
happenings have been the 
second ascent of Predator by 
Mark Leach and Geoff 
Weigand's speedy second 
ascent of John Dunne's former 
testpiece, The 
Superdirectissima. 

Over in Gordale, which is the 
dryest it has been for years, 
Dougie Hall and Mark Leach 
have repeated Supercool, 
confirming its quality and grade. 

A mysterious route has 



appeared on a little cove 
encountered on the way to 
Giggleswick South. The route in 
question has three bolts, is 4 
metres long and is said to be 6c. 
Nobody seems to know who is 
responsible for the route, 
maybe for fear of ridicule? If 
this is so, the fear is unfounded 
as the general consensus is that 
it is a good little problem. 

On Gritstone there is not 
much to report. Graham Desroy 
has climbed a couple of routes 
at Rylstone, but he would not 
tell me where they were, saying 
that they were rather contrived 
in location and line, and that if 
he was to include them in the 
forthcoming guide it would 
mean adding another volume! 
In that little known climbing 
mecca of Calverley Quarry, 
John Ison and Co have added 
David Bellamy Needs Fires (E3 
5c), which takes the corner right 
of Friends in Need (E2 5c with 
spade!) . Before you all rush out 
to make repeat ascents the 
name is cryptic. 

Stop Press: Paul Greenland 
has repated Vam at Brimham, 
without recourse to the shout. 
This route has stood unrepeated 
for years due to the length of 
reach needed and quality of 
voice. This is a major event in 
Yorkshire climbing. 

Craig Smith 

PEAK DISTRICT 

On gritstone, at Stanage, Mike 
Lea climbed the miniscule but 
serious A Day Without Play (E6 
6c) and hereabouts Dave 
Thomas climbed My Herald of 
Free Enterprise, being the blunt 
left arete of Hathersage Trip and 
graded E6 6c. 

At Millstone in the small bay 
to the left of the Saville Street 
area Dave Pegg added Fat and 
Jealous (E5 6c). 

On Rivelin Edge John Allen 
with Graham Hoey succeeded 
on a return visit to climb the 
wall and arete right of Nonsuch 
- Grimace (E5 6c) and slightly 
further afield, at Black Rocks, 
Allen and Martin Veale had an 
easy picking with Our Kid (E2 
5b), the pockets and arete right 
of Lawyer's Chimney. At 
Burbage North Allen also 
climbed the obvious scoop right 
of Wall Chimney via an intricate 
sequence from the left - Nefertiti 
(E5 6c) - and Johnny Dawes 
notched up another major line, 
the arete right of Leaning Block 
Crack, graded E7 6c and as yet 
unnamed. 

There have been many 
significant repeats over recent 
months. Nigel Prestidge made 
the fourth ascent of Masters 
Edge at Millstone after top rope 
practice. Seb Grieve and Shaun 
Miles repeated Moffatt's fierce 
Messiah at Burbage South (2nd 
and 3rd ascents). Seb Grieves 
also made repeats of Dawes' 
testpieces Dahrma at Duke's 
Quarry (2nd ascent) and Gaia at 
Black Rocks, though reputedly 
this received its second ascent 
from John Dunne. Also 
impressive is an on sight solo of 
Ulysses at Stanage by a visiting 
Czechoslovakian climber. 

John Allen 

Tadej Slabe performing at the Leeds International Grand Prix Climbing Competition. 
Photo: Glenn Robbins 

How to Climb Hard on Drugs 
While Having Your Wing
Wang Squeezed and Not 
Spill Your Drink 
by Ed Douglas (with apologies 
to P.J . O'Rourke) 

Forget soap on a rope, muscle 
lovers, this is sexon a rope. 
British climbing is a funny old 
game; you nip out to the crag 
for half an hour, come back and, 
golly! we have competitions. 
We also have competition 
hacks, viz and to wit me, and on 
Saturday night, before the Great 
Big Final to End All Finals Until 
the Next One, we hacks 
gathered in the Leeds Hilton, 
courtesy of the Holmes 
McDougall expense account, 
and discussed the state of play 
before rushing off to the 
telephones to call in our five 
hundred words for the next 
day's editions. That's not 
entirely true but you get the 
picture. We have journalists, 
organisers, course setters, press 
facilities, catering, judges, 
referees, spokesmen and 
physios. Circus is not the word. 

If you're looking for balanced 
reportage backed by well 
selected 'bites' from 
authoritative spokesmen, forget 
it. I've got pages of them and 
they all say the same thing: "It 
was a successful and exciting 
event which converted a lot of 
people." In fact, Billy Graham 
had better watch his step, 
because the lycra evangelists 
are in town. It was something 
of a letdown that the event was 
held in a building that 
resembled a Beirut hotel after a 
particularly heavy spell of 
shelling, but what the heck, if 
you screwed up your eyes real 
narrow and stared resolutely 
you could have been anywhere. 
Except on the crag, of course. 

I've got to start with the wall 
because you couldn't miss it. 
Radically overhanging so as to 
meet the UIAA specification on 
route lengths, it was a pale pink, 
cleverly turning every colour 
shot into a picture of someone 

grappling with the innards of an 
oversized anaemic salmon. Not 
to worry, because the design 
was stunning with lots of 
grooves, and 'hangs, and aretes, 
just like the real thing. Only not. 
Watching climbers on it under 
the bright lights with 
temperatures reaching ninety 
degrees at the top, I felt for 
them. It's not easy making a 
living under these conditions. 
Waiting for hours on end must 
also be a real drag but since 
most of the British had severe 
hangovers I feel it to have been 
a good plan. 

Climbers at times, though, did 
not seem to be the raison d'etre 
for the shindig. It was the 
bureaucrats who had the most 
fun, changing the rules, banning 
people, letting people through, 
waving pieces of paper, that 
sort of thing. Tony Ryan 
climbed best of all on 
Thursday's British Open and 
was judged to have come joint 
second, but with a subtle and 
quick rule shift he was excluded 
from qualifying for Saturday 
and was forced after much 
arguing to climb again on 
Friday. Never mind, it keeps 
things nice and neat. Richard 
Cuthbertson, one of the 
organisers, rushed from 
problem to problem, exhibiting 
the sort of patience that got us 
out of Dunkirk, and if I were 
him, I'd be asking the pertinent 
question: should the UIAA have 
so much clout? You may have 
stumped up fifteen grand, pal, 
but you can't advertise so big 
on your boy's chalk bag. The 
sooner the UIAA start listening 
to ASCI the better for everyone. 
In the race to get climbing ready 
for gold m.edals in 1992, the 
whole thing is threatening to 
become overloaded with 
nationalist bullshit before it gets 
going . 

But forget all that. The reason 
this competition succeeded was 
down to the climbers. Jerry 
Moffatt should be a comedian. 
With his sense of timing he'll 
have a slot on Channel 4 in no 

time. Point a TV camera at him 
and the boy comes to life. On 
that Saturday evening hack 
analysis session there was a lot 
to talk about. The Americans 
will want to forget this one with 
no one in the final; Edlinger 
looked shaky; Raboutou looked 
brilliant. The Brits had had a 
good showing. That's another 
sport we've made up that the 
rest of the world can beat us at. 
We'll run out of ideas soon. But 
it's only the finals, really, that 
are interesting. If you're going 
to have competitions then don't 
beat around the bush. There 
are winners, and they're 
interesting, and there are losers, 
and they're not. Moffatt, last to 
climb in the Superfinal with 
Raboutou looking good for first 
place and brilliant first-timer 
Simon Nadin the other finalist, 
played to the crowd. Moffatt 
was sketchy low down, but by 
the time he got near Raboutou's 
high point he had the crowd at 
the pant-wetting stage and then 
he dynoed for the jug and that's 
when all those conversions took 
place. Yea verily, there was a 
blinding flash and God said 
unto the faithful, "Don't worry 
boys, competitions are OK after 
all" . For the record, Alaskan 
Robin Erbersfield won the 
Women's event and deserved it, 
showing more determination 
and desire to win than all the 
others put together. 

I suppose there will soon be 
statisticians. 'Ron Kauk has a 
32.27% chance of making this 
dyno, Bob.' When that 
happens, I'll be off, but in the 
meantime I can't wait for the 
next one. You get to see all 
your friends, meet interesting 
climbers from abroad and shout 
and hoot when someone does 
well. I was reminded, talking to 
Paul Ross in the sandwich 
queue, of the passage at the end 
of Animal Farm where the pigs 
and the men seem to fuse into 
one homogeneous group. Saul 
Bellow described pigs as 
'basically a career animal.' 
Welcome to the farmyard. 

13 



GREATER HIMALAYA 

Torno Cesen Solos New 
Route on Jannu 
Hinkes Climbs Manaslu 

PRE-MONSOON 1989 

NEPAL 
An unprecedented 48 

expeditions from nineteen 
different countries were active 
on 24 different peaks in Nepal. 
The factor that helped to swell 
this Spring's total was the 
closure of Tibet in March to 
foreigners following the rioting 
and the imposition of martial 
law in Lhasa. Expeditions on 
their way through Kathmandu 
to Tibet switched to Nepalese 
peaks at the last moment. 

A record of sorts was set when 
eight expeditions were allowed 
to operate on Everest at once, 
the largest number yet in any 
one season . A good deal of 
rancour occurred at Base Camp 
with so many teams crowded 
together. Arguments developed 
over payment for equipment 
used to fix the ice fall , early 
teams saying that late arrivals 
should pay for their time and 
materials. A viral infection 
became almost an epidemic 
among some teams. However, 
five ascents of Everest were 
achieved. Sadly, a successful 
Polish ascent of the West Ridge 
ended in disaster. The accident 
was partly the result of the poor 
weather which prevailed 
throughout the range, although 
a number of good ascents were 
made. 

Everest (8848ml 
Once again, Everest has been 

the scene of drama and tragedy. 
It occurred at the very end of an 
expedition organised and led by 
Eugeniusz Chrobak to the West 
Ridge. The international team 
of 19 had at its core a number of 
experienced Himalayan 
climbers. 

The route was extremely long 
and complicated and avoided 
the normal Lho La approach . 
Instead, the team first climbed 
Khumbutse (6640ml and then 
descended to the Rongbuk 
Glacier, establishing a Camp 1 
at 5850m. They then climbed a 
line to the left of previous 
ascents to gain the West 
Shoulder. Five more camps 
were established on the ridge 
and in the Hornbein Couloir. • 

On May 24, Chrobak and 
Andrzej Marciniak reached the 
summit. Over the next two days 
they descended, stripping the 
camps with the help of two 
other team members. They 
reached the glacier in 
deteriorating weather to join 
another Polish team arriving 
from Base. After a stormy night 
at Camp 1, they all decided to 
start out early next dciy for Base 
Camp despite the heavy new 
snow. 

To reach Khumbutse involved 
a 600m ascent up fixed ropes. 
At 1 p.m. the six climbers were 
hit by an avalanche, breaking 
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the ropes and sweeping them 
down to the glacier. Only 
Marciniak was relatively unhurt. 
He managed to dig out the other 
members, but Miroslaw Dasal, 
Miroslaw Gardzielewski and 
Waclaw Otreba were already 
dead. Zygmunt Heinrich died 
shortly after and Chrobak 
expired during the night. 

Marciniak, now alone, crawled 
down to Camp 1. Having lost 
his glasses he became snow 
blind and was injured falling 
into a crevasse. Miraculously, 
he still had a functioning radio 
and he remained in contact with 
Janusz Majer in Base Camp. A 
major rescue operation now 
began . 

Majer first radioed Artur Hajzer 
who was in Kathmandu on his 
way home from Lhotse S. Face. 
The Russian Embassy in 
Kathmandu agreed to make the 
necessary diplomatic 
arrangements with the Chinese 
on behalf of the Poles, 
explaining that rescue via the 
Rongbuk Glacier was the only 
hope since continuous snowfall 
and avalanches prevented an 
attempt from Khumbu. The 
Chinese opened the frontier and 
at midnight on the 29th an 
international teak climbed into a 
Chinese truck for the journey to 
the north side . 

On June 1, Hajzer, Sherpas 
Zangbu and Shiwa and New 
Zealanders Rob Hall and Gary 
Ball managed to reach 
Marciniak, now without food 
and with little hope of survival. 

"I first thought I was 
hallucinating, hearing music, 
then I saw figures approaching 
through the mist and realized 
they were people." 

This remarkable rescue 
required the goodwill and co
operation of both the national 
authorities and the international 
climbing community. The 
Polish Alpine Association sent 
thanks to all those involved in 
saving the life of the only 
survivor of this tragedy, the 
worst in Polish mountaineering 
history. 

There were a number of 
ascents via the S. Col. Earlier in 
the season on May 9, the 
Yugoslav climber Viki Groselj 
reached the summit via the 
South Col for the second time. 
Nine days before he had stood 
atop Lhotse. Five members in 
all reached the top that day, led 
by two Sherpas without oxygen, 
the other two being Yugoslav 
Stipe Bozic and the Macedonian 
Dimitar llijevski . The latter 
became separated during the 
descent and was not seen again . 

On May 16, Ricardo Torres 
became the first Mexican to 
gain the summit with Sherpas 
Phu Dorje and Ang Dannu. 

Adrian Burgess reached the 
summit on May 24 with Roddy 
MacKenzie of Australia and 
Sherpas Sonam Dendu and 
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Benoit Chamoux (left) and Alan Hinkes below the West Face of 
Manaslu. 

Lhakpa Nuru . His brother Alan 
later failed when caught by the 
storm that brought tragedy to 
the Poles. 

Lhotse (8516m) 
An international team led by 

Reinhold Messner to attempt a 
new line on the S. Face included 
a number of well known and 
experienced Himalayan 
climbers including Christophe 
Profit, Krzysztof Wielicki, Bruno 
Courmier and Hans 
Kammerlander. Two attempts, 
one using fixed rope tactics and 
the other alpine style both failed 
at around 7200m. In hindsight, 
Messner said he had 
underestimated the difficulties 
of the route and that heavy 
snowfall in May suggested they 
should have made an earlier 
start. 

Kangchenjunga (8586ml 
A 32 member Soviet team 

supported by 17 Sherpas and 
led by the veteran Everester 
Eduard Myslovsky, 
accomplished a clean sweep on 
Kangchenjunga. They 
completed the first full traverses 
in both directions of the four 
main peaks and added new 
routes to the summits of the 
Main Peak and via the difficult 
pillar (1V-V) directly to the S. 
Peak. Most of the summits 
were reached using vast 
amounts of fixed ropes and 
oxygen, although a number of 
ascents were achieved 
oxygenless. Six camps were 
placed above the Great Shelf 
and three at strategic positions 
on or near the ridge connecting 
the summit at altitudes between 
8200-8300m. 

The expedition was a 
remarkable display of effective 

logistical planning combined 
with good luck with the 
weather. By April 9, the first 
team had climbed the Main 
Summit and other ascents and 
the establishment of high 
camps continued until all was 
set for the attempt on the 
traverse . 

Starting early on April 30, a 
five member team led by Sergei 
Bershov, who climbed Everest 
in 1982, traversed the four tops 
starting from Yulang Kang 
(8505m) and reaching the S. 
Peak at mid-day on May Day. 
They met a second team of five 
setting out in the opposite 
direction who completed their 
traverse at Yulang Kang on May 
2. In all 85 ascents on the 
Kangchenjunga summits were 
made by the Soviet team on 
only their second Himalayan 
expedition. 

The Americans were also 
active on Kangchenjunga . A 
team led by Lou Whittaker 
climbed the N. Face, placing 
three members on top on May 
18: Phil Ershler, Ed Viesturs and 
Craig Van Hoy. On May 21, 
Larry Nielson, Robert Link and 
Greg Wilson repeated the 
ascent 

Jannu (7710ml 
In total contrast to the Soviets 

on nearby Kangchenjunga was 
the year's most remarkable 
ascent. The well known 
Yugoslav Torno Cesen made a 
solo first ascent of the North 
Face of Jan nu. 
Cesen set out in the late 
afternoon on April 27 and 
reached the summit 23 hours 
later. His route was direct but 
relatively safe, just over 2700m 
in length, and of increasing 
diffi culty. 65 degree ice led to 



sustained mixed ground graded 
UIAA VI in the central portion of 
the face. But the most difficult 
climbing was the final 500m 
wall which Cesen compared to 
the overhanging N. Face of the 
Cima Ovest. The descent was 
made in poor weather via the 
Japanese Route. Cesen arrived 
at his Base late on the 29th. The 
ascent is possibly the boldest 
and most difficult solo first 
ascent yet achieved in the 
Himalaya. Cesen is now 
considering a solo attempt on a 
direct line of Lhotse S. Face. 
Cho Oyu (8201 m) 
American climber Carlos Buhler 
and Spaniard Martin Zabaleta 
made an alpine style ascent of 
the S.W. Rib reaching the 
summit on April 8. 
Manaslu (8163ml 
The commercial expedition 
L'Esprit d'Equipe climbed the W. 
Ridge (Messner Route) having 
switched from an attempt on 
the S. Ridge due to avalanche 
danger. Alan Hinkes became 
the first Briton to climb 
Manaslu, reaching the top on 
May 12. Eight other members 
also got up between May 9-12; 
Benoit Chamoux, Pierre Royer, 
Yves Detry and Frederic Valet 
(France); Soro Dorotei and 
Mauro Rossi (Italy), Thirtha 
Tamang (Nepal) and Josef 
Rakoncaj (Czech). For 
Chamoux, the leader, it was his 
seventh 8000er. 
Dhaulagiri 1 (8167ml 
An Italian expedition climbed 
the N.E. Ridge as a replacement 
for their cancelled trip to the 
north side of Everest. Sergio 
Martini and Fausto De Stefani 
reached the summit on May 11. 
On the 18th, one member of an 
Austrian team, Josef lnhoeger, 
also reached the top. Three 
other expeditions failed on the 
same route . 
Annapurna 1 (8091 ml 

Marc Batard abandoned his 
solo attempt on the Bonington 
Route/S. Face after falling into 
eight crevasses in the ice fall 
below the face in the first hour. 
He later attempted the S . W. 
Face of Everest, reaching 7800m 
before being forced down by 
high winds. 

Witnessing Batard's 
misfortune were David Carlyle 
and Dennis Clark (G.B.) who 
nearly succeeded in climbing 
Singu Chuli (Fluted Peak) by a 
route from the Sanctuary 
reaching 6300m before 
descending in bad weather. 

On the North side of 
Annapurna, a solo attempt by 
Italian Reinhard Patscheider 
also failed. Heavy snow fall 
forced him to retreat low on the 
face. An attempt to descend by 
parapente ended prematurely 
when he crashed soon after take 
off in high winds, dislocating his 
shoulder. 
Himalchuli West (7540ml 

An international team jointly 
led by Steve Bell (U.K.), Russell 
Brice (N.Z.) and Paul Bayne 
(Australia) made the first ascent 
of the S. W. Ridge. A total of 
3500m of rope was fixed on the 
ridge which involved rock of 
grade 1V and a vertical ice step 
at 22,000 ft. Three camps were 
used. On 30, Jon Gangdal 
(Norway) and Bayne reached 
the top. They were followed the 
next day by Brice and Australian 
Campbell Mercer. 

Langtang Lirung (7234ml 
An early season attempt by an 

eight member Japanese team 
from Hosei University ended in 
disaster when four members 
were hit by an avalanche at 
4900m and three were killed . In 
1985, two Americans and a 
Sherpa were killed by an 
avalanche at almost the same 
location . 
Ohmi Kangri (6829m) 

The fourth ascent of this peak 
was achieved when American 
Jan Harris reached the summit 
with two Sherpas via the W. 
Face/SW Ridge on May 9. 
Thyangboche Monastery 

A call has gone out for help to 
re-establish one of the most 
remarkable centres in the 
Himalaya. The Monastery at 
Thyangboche, the spiritual 
home of the Sherpa people, was 
totally destroyed by fire on 
January 12. Built in 1916, 
Thyangboche has been the 
centre of culture, religion and 
community spirit for the 
Sherpas. Anyone who has 
passed through the Khumbu 
will appreciate the scale of this 
disaster. Sir Edmund Hilary has 
launched a restoration fund: 

"The Monastery is a World 
Heritage site and it must be 
rebuilt. We hope that all 
Himalayan mountaineers will 
help to rebuild it." 

Donations please 
to:Thyangboche Restoration 
Fund, PO Box 10-274, 
Christchurch, New Zealand . 
PAKISTAN 
Gasherbrum 2 (8035ml 

Previously unreported was an 
alpine style Dutch ascent by a 
variation of the South East 
Ridge in 1988. The team 
climbed the ridge to 5500m then 
broke left to climb direct, 
rejoining the ridge below the 
summit pyramid. 

Arjan van Waardenburg, Rene 
de Bos, Hans van der Meulen 
and Jeroen Jacobse reached the 
summit on June 25 after three 
days climbing . Two members, 
including van der Meulen, fell 
300m while fixing ropes on 
June 13 on the difficult lower 
section of the ridge, but luckily 
escaped without serious 
injuries. 
Correction 

We are grateful to Trevor 
Braham for pointing out that a 
report on Kunyang Kish in 
Mountain 126 was incorrect in 
several details. It was in 1962 
(not 1960) that a joint British
Pakistani Army expedition made 
a "strong reconnaissance" of 
the S/SW Ridge. Dick Jones 
(not James) and Jimmy Mills, 
the leader, were killed when 
they fell through a cornice at 
around 6200m. He adds: 

"A Japanese party tried the 
same route without success in 
1965. Zawada's party in 1971 
did make the first ascent from 
the Southern side but not by the 
1962/5 route, as is obvious from 
the sketch on page 126 of the 
Polish account published in 
their book in 1973. The second 
ascent in 1988 by a new route 
from the N/NE seems to have 
been an excellent 
achievement." 

Correspondents: Bell, Braham, 
Carlyle, Hawley, Holt, Jacobse, 
Nyka, McConnell, Wadsworth. 
John Porter 

OBITUARIES 

Vincent Fine - Brother 
This title is Eric Dossin's, his 
friend and winter climbing 
companion on Everest. Vincent 
Fine is dead. His body was 
found at the foot of the North 
Face of the Grandes Jorasses, at 
the end of last July. 
Writing these lines brings a 
lump to my throat and tears to 
my eyes, as happens every time 
I think of Vincent. Every day. 
Before giving an insight into 
Vincent's qualities as a climber, 
as brilliant on Sa as on the latest 
problems on the Himalaya, not 
to mention the Big Walls in 
Yosemite, the Verdon and the 
big North faces on the Alps, I 
would like to speak about 
Vincent himself. 
Vincent liked being alone in the 
mountains but he wasn't in any 
way anti-social. I have never 
met anyone as good, as 
generous and naturally modest, 
as glowing with life - Vincent 
was life and joy personified - as 
indulgent and encouraging 
towards his mates, as pure and 
sincere in his emotions. 
In all ways an anti-star, it is hard 
to simply give a glimpse of a 
decade lived intensely for the 
mountains. 
First solo winter ascents of the 
North Couloir of Les Drus, the 
North Face of the Grands 
Charmoz (Bouchard Couloir) 
with Profit and Escoffier (all 
climbing solo), the Peuterey 
Integral (in part), the North Face 
of the Pelvoux; solos on the 
North Face of the Grand Pitier 
d'Angle, the Nant Blanc, the 3 
Freney Pillars in one day, the 
Voie des Plaques on the NW 
Face of Ailefroide (3rd trip). 
On a trip to the States in '81, 
Vincent and Fred ·(Frederic 
Potie) repeated not only the 
free-climbing horrors of 
Colorado and Yosemite (5.12 
was then exceptional) but also 
the Big Walls in the Valley - Half 
Dome, the Nose (free except for 
bolt ladders), the Shield on El 
Capitan and Astroman free . 
ln_'83 came the Himalayan 
explosion: with Tchouky 
(Michel Fauquet) he made the 
first asent of the South Pillar on 
Baintha Brakk, - 6b at 7000m. 
On the South Face of Lhotse -
"the face of the year 2000", 
according to Messner - they 
climbed nearly 2/3 of the face, 
pushing the limits of Alpine 
style climbing. A few days later 
Vincent reached 8000m with 
Arthur Hajer and Jerzy· 
Kukuzcka. With Eric Dossin he 
came to within 1300m of the 
summit of Everest in winter. 
Again with Eric Dossin, he took 
young drug addicts to the 
Calanques and Verdon to help 
them escape the hell of drugs. 
That was Vincent too . His moral 
integrity was of course reflected 
in the purity of his approach to 
the mountains. His 
mountaineering style came 
close to that of Hermann Buhl or 
Casarotto. 
Our sympathy must go t9 his 

wife Marie Odile and Renaud, 
the baby he knew for only one 
and a half months. 
Bernard Vaucher 

Patrick Vallen~ant 
On March 28th, in the 

southern part of the Massif 
Central, Patrick Valleni;:ant fell 
forty metres to his death. An 
unfortunate and stupid accident 
(like most accidents ... ) - a 
loosely clipped karabiner on an 
easy route. The French 
climbing scene was deeply 
affected by this loss. With his 
fascinating and always smiling 
blue eyes, his bursting 
enthusiasm, Patrick had that 
touch of madness which makes 
some people so special. Despite 
being a successful and 
innovative businessman full of 
ideas and passions, at the age 
of 42, after two ulcers, he 
discovered that success was a 
heavy burden . Recently, he sold 
his sportswear company, Degre 
7, and /es Stages Vallen9ant, 
left Chamonix to settle near the 
Gorges du Tarn, and begin a 
new lifestyle. "I reached fame 
and notoriety, first with extreme 
skiing, then with Degre 7, but I 
was fed up with all this. It was 
time for me to return to my first 
love: climbing, something I 
want to do everyday". 

Born in Lyon in 1946, he 
discovered mountaineering at 
the age of 21 while preparing for 
the ski-instructor exam on the 
Vallee Blanche. The strong 
impression made by his first 
glimpse of the Gervasutti Pillar 
was a determining factor in his 
future career. Immediately he 
began to climb, both in the Alps 
and in the Calanques, and 
decided to become a mountain 
guide. At that time, he had 
already started skiing down 
steep couloirs, mainly in order 
to get away from crowded trails. 
A lecture by Sylvain Saudan, le 
skieuer de /'impossible, opened 
new prospects and a few weeks 
later he attempted the North 
Face of La Grande Case above 
Val Thorens - a dreadful 
experience! A bit later he 
succeeded in a scary descent on 
the North Face of La Tour Ronde 

Then he improved his style 
and reached a high level with 
the Whymper Couloir, the 
Couturier (Aiguille Verte), /es 
Courtes and many others, 
sometimes alone, or with his 
wife Marie-Jo, sometimes with 
friends like Ansel me Baud or 
Jean-Marc Boivin. In 1977 he 
set up /es Stages Vallen9ant, a 
guiding company for hors-piste 
skiing . Two years later, Alpa - a 
firm specializing in the 
distribution of sport films - was 
born. But this was not enough; 
in 1984 he launched a new style 
of ski wear which captured the 
market with bright colours (his 
nickname was the Pink 
Panther!). With his wife and a 
small team he worked 24 hours 
a day until success iJlmost 
overwhelmed him, so it was 
time for a change of pace. 

A month after Patrick's 
accident, Marie-Jo was killed 
jumping from a crane attached 
to an elastic rope. Patrick and 
Marie-Jo devoted their lives to 
adventure; by a terrible twist of 
fate, they will have shared their 
passions till the end. 
Dominique Vulliamy-Lanctot 
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Above: The magnificent South West Pillar of Dhaulagiri (8167m) seen from 5 /00m. All uncredited photos: Jiri Novak. Opposite Page: On the 
traverse at 6800m hetween Camps 3 and 4 on the West Face in 1985. Photo: Zdislav Drlik. 

DHAULAGIRI TRILOGY 
by Jiri Novak 

Dhaulagiri was first climbed as late as 1960, by 
a Swiss expedition, as last-but-one in the row of 
"eight thousanders". This success was due in no 
small measure to climbers on the North East Col 
(today the site of Camp I or II) being supplied by 
a light aicraft. Their "modem" approach was 
condemned at the time and remains isolated up to 
now. Today, a more ·sporting approach to the 
problems of high altitude climbing prevails, with 
climbers shunning the use of artificial oxygen, 
siege tactics and numerous high altitude por.ters 
in favour of a lightweight, "Alpine" style. The 
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three Czechoslovakian expeditions of 1984, 1985 
and 1988 adopted this on the unclimbed West 
Face of Dhaulagiri I. 

Although the West Face, at 4,500m high, 
shares the title of the largest wall on Earth with 
the Rupal Face of Nanga Parbat, it remained 
totally unexplored prior to the Czechoslovakian 
expedition of 19841 

This long neglect was probably inspired by the 
first pioneers to the area, who declared the face 
so formidable as to be unclimbable. Perhaps a 
further reason for unease could be the fact that 

the mountain is continually raked by huge 
avalanches during the spring and summer. 
1984 

So it was that in 1984, the first Czechoslovak 
expedition departed for Dhaulagiri , armed with 
only two imperfect photographs of the face. and 
a conviction that anything is climable 1 

The approach to Dhaulagiri , along the 
Mayangdi Khola, is beautiful and interesting. 
This valley is closed to all but mountaineering 
expeditions and very occasional groups of 
organised trekkers. and as a result, the natural 
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The West Face of Dhaulagiri - 4500m of rock and ice topping out at over 8000m. The three climbs described in this article are show on the inset. 
Left to right:/984 West Face Route, 1985 route to 7300m (VII), 1988 South West Pillar , alpine style. 

and human environment has suffered less change 
than in the Everest area. 

The final section of this journey is most 
impressive - four days in a narrow canyon 
among the Dhaulagiri peaks and theGurja Himal. 

It was early September when we finally set up 
Base Camp at the edge of the birch woods. We 
could not see "our" face too well, but we could 
certainly hear it, our early fears confirmed by the 
incessant booming of great avalanches. An 
outstanding pillar on the left part of the face 
looked viable and technically easy, but was 
guarded by a wide ice couloir, down which most 
of the avalanches from the upper face funnelled. 
So we began to scan the impressive rock face on 
the righthand side of the massif. It would be 
more secure, but technically more difficult than 
anything previously attempted in the Himalaya. 

We decided to go for the pillar on the left. As 
it was the first attempt on this untouched face, it 
seemed natural to choose the easiest line. 

During our first days on the mountain, the 
pillar was only approachable during the cold 
hours before dawn, the first rays of which brought · 
the face to life. But with each day the autumn 
weather improved, the face progressively cleared 
of excess snow, and things began to look 
promising. All the while, at Base Camp oron the 
face, my eyes and thoughts were drawn to the 
sheer rocky buttress to the right, fascinated by 
the prospect of climbing it, but questioning the 
feasibility of such a climb given the technical 
standards of the day. Even so, slowly but surely, 
the idea of a return to the·w est Face in 1985 grew 
in my mind. 

On September I 6th, after a perilous traverse, 
we climbed a spectacular 80° arete of rock a_nd 
ice at grade IV, up to the dangerous seracs at 
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6,300m. Camp 3 was established and on October 
I st the seracs were crossed. On 4th October 
Jindra Martis left Camp4and climbed the 60° ice 
slopes to reach the North West Ridge. The great 
untouched face had been climbed, but the summit 
was denied us by an onslaught of bad weather. 
The whole team retreated to 6,300m, from where 
Jan Simon, Karel Jakes and Jaromir Stejskal set 
off again on October 22nd. After a day of 
excel lent weather conditions, the three bi vouaced 
at 7,900m, having already completed the 
equivalent of the Pear Route, and at I 0.30am, the 
following day they reached the summit. Any 
elation was tragically cut short when Jan Simon, 
racked and distracted by toothache, slipped during 
the descent and fell to his death down the West 
Face. The mourning robbed us of any joy of a 
successful ascent. 
1985 
The desire to return proved too strong and a year 

later we were gathered again on the greensward 
below the West Face, devoting our first few 
moments in this beautiful place to the memory of · 
our friend "Honza" Simon. 

The idea was for a two part expedition: 
Rakoncaj, Demjan and Bozik, our best "eight 
thousander" climbers, would attempt the South
West, so called "French Pillar", Alpine Style. 
and extend this route as far as the summit. The 
remaining 15 expedition members would tackle 
the extremely difficult rock pillar on the right of 
the face which had so fascinated me in 1984. 

But this was a new autumn, and the long 
awaited sunny days didn't come. The summer 
rains kept coming, through September and into 
October. On the radio we heard that precipitation 
was ten times normal and that throughout Nepal, 
there were floods, large landslips and a ruined 

harvest. 
Even our friends - herdsmen - were imprisoned 

with us in the upper part of the Mayangdi valley, 
the high water levels preventing their return 
home with their herds, at the end of the summer 
season. 

Occasional improvements in the weather 
inspired new hope and speeded up progress, but 
the clearances lasted for only two days at the 
most. Continual snowfall and avalanche danger 
added to the considerable technical problems on 
the face, and the situation became complicated. 
On 24th September the Alpine Team miraculously 
survived a 400m fall in a slab avalanche near 
Manapathi (6380m), and on the same day Anton 
Krizo took a 50m fall between Camps I and II, so 
for the next three days were spent in a full scale 
rescue. 
Meanwhile, progress on the South-West Pillar 
was complicated by Zoltan Demjan developing 
an inflamed knee. The Alpine group were forced 
to descend from 6, 700m, and the rest of us from 
Camp III at 6,300m on the West Face. 
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Left: The South West Pillar in proji'le. The 
1988 Route rakes the couloir to the leji to the 
ridge which is followed to the top. 
Below Left: A.fii/1 011 l'iew of the headwall of 
the pillar between 6750m and 7200m - alpine 
grade VI+ and A2. 
Below: Himalayan maestm Jiri Nm·ak. 
Photo:Drlik. 

On 12 October we all gathered at Base Camp 
to discuss the future of the expedition. The weather 
forecast on 14 October made us send for our 
porters, but perversely the sun reappeared, 
provoking a further optimistic push. But how 
long would the weather stay fine? The whole 
team were enthusiastic, but we didn ' t have enough 
food , gas and other gear to go around. We 
decided that IO climbers would stay for a further 
two weeks and the remaining eight, including the 
sick, would begin the walk out. 

The revised goal for the remaining climbers 
was the first ascent integrate, of the South-West 
Ridge and if conditions remained good, to reach 
the summit. But the weather kept fine for only 
two days. 

On October 20th, Drlik, Bozik and Rakoncaj 
established camp 4 (6,900m) above the main 
difficulties and things began to look very good. 
On October 25th , Nererka,(who is really the hero 
of the piece), and Nicco reached a high point of 
7,250m with only the snow slopes of the South
West pillar and the final summit plateau 
remaining. That same day, Bozik and Rakoncaj 
dug a bivouac snow hole at 7,100111 , the plan 
being for them to push to 7,600m on the 26th ,and 
on to the summit the following day. Such plans 
are often thwarted , and they were stopped at the 
same point as the previous pair. 

Unbeknown to this lead team , a furious wind 
storm had destroyed all the high altitude camps 
and the immediate problem became one of how 
to survive the descent to Base Camp. 

Despite our failure to reach the summit, we 
considered our trip to be a success - we had 
discovered a new, remarkably difficult route , 
which had no precedent in the history of the 
"eight thousanders" . 

However, I still felt a little bitter on my way 
home, and swore never to return to Dhaulagiri. 
Besides there were other great projects afoot for 
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Zoltan Demjan at 7 I00m on the headwall of the South West Pillar. 

me and the Mountaineering Federation: the first 
ascent of the West Face of Annapurna I Alpine 
style; the first ascent of the West Face of Fang 
coupled with a traverse of Annapurna I, Alpine 
style. So in Kathmandu, before our flight home, 
I booked the peaks for 1988. ' 

The passage of time, and repeated viewing of 
the slides from the '84 and '85 trips , softened my 
resolve and my love for Dhaulagiri returned. So 
added to our already ambitious plans for 
Annapurna and Fang was another goal: the South
West Ridge of Dhaulagiri , Alpine style. 

1988 
Three months before departure my big chance 
came. Some key people in the expedition couldn't 
make it and I was made leader of what had 
become a "super light" team of eight climbers 
and two trekkers. 

On 16th September a cosmopolitan group 
arrived at the green field beneath the West Face. 

20 

Myself, Igor Novak, Tomas Skricka (the 
expedition doctor), and Zoltan Demjan were 
from Czechoslovakia; Marco Fogliatti and Sergio 
Antoniazzi from Italy and Jurij Mojsejev and 
Kazbek Valijec from the Soviet Union. 

We had come to finish off the French Pillar to 
the summit, and attempt the Japanese Route on 
the South Face, but yet again the monsoon stayed 
late and bad weather was pushing us up against 
our deadline for leaving on October 12th. 

The first good break came on September 25th, 
and next day a team set out for the S.W.Saddle at 
5, I 00m, and the day after that , a start was made 
on the Japanese Pillar. The latter team soon came 
up against acclimatisation problems, and were 
forced to abandon their climb. 

The climbers on the S.W.Pillar, however were 
fresh and fit from climbing in the Tien Shan, 
prior to departing for Nepal, and on September 
28th, Zoltan Demjan, Jurij Mojsejev and Kazbek 
Valijev left the S.W. Saddle, carrying only 15 kg 

loads each. 
Five bivouacs and 1700m of climbing got 

them to within striking distance of the summit, 
and on 6 October at I 9. I 5 all three climbers 
reached the top. Descending the way they came 
the team reached Base Camp on October the I I th 
after sixteen days of climbing! 

ForZoltan Demjan, it was his third "eight 
thousander". He describes his experiences: 

"We were late in starting the ridge and the 
climbing was immediately difficult, forcing us to 
climb without mittens. In some places the 
metamorphosed limestone was solid, in others it 
was crushed. The possibilities for hooking were 
good and some pitches were as magnificent as on 
Yosemite granite! 

I did most of the leading, particularly the 
difficult pitches, but the big problem was with 
fierce gusts of wind, blowing up the face, one of 
which nearly swept Kazbek Valijev away. The 
600 metre headwall of the Pillar was the crux. In 



Above: Karel Jakes on the summit of Dhaulagiri after the first ascent of the West Face, October 23rd 1984. Photo:Jaryk Stejskal. 
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The summit team for the 1988 ascent. L - R: Zoltan Demjan, Jurij Mojsejev , Kazbek Valijev. 

three days we climbed 16 rope lengths of alpine 
YI and A2. 

The last 70 metres of the pillar I climbed 
in the dark, with the light of my headtorch 
gleaming in the clear water ice. We had only one 
rucksack with two sleeping bags , gas, two 
climbing ropes and one thin 80m rope. 
On the bivouac above the pillar, my toes became 

frozen, but the hard climbing was below us, and 
there "only" remained the three kilometre ridge 
to the summit. 

On 6 October at 7pm we reached the summit 
and stayed there for 15 minutes, but I was so 
exhausted, I couldn't even summon the energy to 
film or photograph the others. Thankfu.ll y, Kazbek 
Yalijev planted a small Kazakh flag in the summit 
pyramid to mark our passing. 

The descent in the dark was unnerving. Would 
we find our bivouac? Would the weather hold? 
The others kept my spirits up, with their good 
humoured banter, but I was desperately hungry. 
Sometimes I could go for two days without food, 

but not here. After all the leading, I was drained , 
so Kazbek and Jurij really looked after me, and 
got food into me quickly at the top bivouac. 

The summit photograph would have to wait till 
_Base Camp, but not to worry. We were tired, 
wasted, but alive." 

Summary: A personal account of the 
Czechoslovakian expeditions to Dhaulagiri in 
1984, 1985 and 1988, by Jiri Novak . 
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Mark Leach making the second ascent of Statement of Youth (£7 6b), Lower Pen Trwyn. Photo: Richie Brooks. 

CUTTING EDGE 
Since A Different Sport was featured in Mountain JOO, thenumber and sheer difficulty of top standard free 
climbs in the U.K. has risen dramatically and another selective review is thus timely. Rock climbers today are 
fitter and train harder (and to greater effect) than did their predecessors. Equipment has improved too and, for 
better or worse,'new' ethics such as the wholesale use of bolts and French pre-practice/Redpoint techniques, 
have unquestionably helped today's superfit rock gymnasts in their quest for the ultimately difficult climb. 
Standards of bold climbing, beyond the confines of these desperate clip-ups, have also risen to a staggering 
degree and the limit to which certain climbers are now pushing their mental and physical capabilities is quite 
unprecedented. Obviously such a list is bound to prove contentious, especially as it pivots on the Yorks/Peak/ 
North Wales axis, but these areas have traditionally been the forcing grounds for top standard British rock 
climbing, and the routes included do throw down the gauntlet to activists from other areas! 

Route Grade Crag First Ascent Repeats 

PEAK LIMESTONE 

Mecca - The Mid-Life Crisis' E86c Raven Tor Martin Atkinson 1988 0 

Zeke the Freak E86c Rubicon Wall Ben Moon 1987 1 Jerry Moffatt 

Pump up the Power E77a Raven Tor Ben Moon 1987 0 
Gonads E77a Two Tier Buttress Simon Nadin 1987 0 
Revelations E77a Raven Tor Jerry Moffatt 1984 Several 
Hot Fun Closing E77a Rubicon Wall Ben Moon 1986 Several 
Let's Get Physical E7 6c Blackwell Dale Mark Pretty 1988 Several 
Caviar E7 6c Rubicon Wall Tony Ryan 1986 Very Few 
Boot Boys E76c Raven Tor Andy Pollitt 1987 3 

The Dangerous Brothers E7 6c Rubicon Wall Martin Atkinson 1987 0 
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Right: Look no bolts! The dark horse of 
European competitions, Simon Nadin, 
demonstrates his desperate pebble pulling 
testpiece Thing on A Spring (7a) at the 
Roaches. 
Photo: Bernard Newman. 

PEAK LIMESTONE 
Mecca - The Mid Life Crisis 

A 20' extended bouldering sequence based on 
the 'Last Great Problem' aid route Mecca. Fin
ishes at a flake at 25', a continuation above offers 
possibly the biggest remaining challenge on 
Derbyshire limestone. 
Zeke the Freak 

A short central bulging section gives a desper
ate sequence. Based on the aid route Free That 
You Bastards, after whose first aided ascent the 
aid climber hammered off any holds he thought 
would be useful to the free climbers - he was 
proved embarrassingly wrong. 
Pump Up The Power 

A ground level boulder problem leads to an 
easier finish. Probably the hardest single move 
on Peak limestone. 
Gonads 
A sustained sequence of very technical moves, 

slapping from undercut to undercut. 
Revelations 
A total power move - you can eiiher do it or you 

can't. Ahead of its time by UK standards and still 
today commands great respect. Soloed in 1985 
by Anthoine Le Menestrel. Now slightly harder, 
due to damage to the crucial pocket. 
Hot Fun Closing 

Powerful crux start previously done by Chris 
Gore with fingery finish added later. Has been 
done without the bolt runner since. 
Let's Get Physical 
Extremely powerful and fingery boulder prob

lem. 
Caviar 
Technical and fingery for 20'. A brilliant effort 

from one of the few top climbers to hold down 
a full time job! 
Boot Boys 
A vicious IO' section in the middle provides an 

interesting crux. 
The Dangerous Brothers 

Steep, fingery climbing, now more difficult 
due to the deterioration of a crucial undercut. 

PEAK GRITSTONE - SERIOUS 
Knockin' on Heaven's Door 

Pocket pulling and smearing problem of the 
utmost difficulty. One tiny blade peg gives 
psychological protection at 30'. 
Gaia 
A well protected entry into a blank, open groove 

with a rounded exit in deck-out situation. 
End of the Affair 

Rounded laybacking and edgeing, up an arete, 
way above a gnarly landing! 
Paralogism 
Desperate roof problem with a blind slap at the 

crux. 
Doug 

Very bold solo on pebbles 
Kaluza-Klein 

Powerful arete with bad landing 
Slab and Crack 

Tiny holds and hard moves above marginal 
R.P.'s. 
Darmah 

Strenuous wall climbing with spaced stacked 
pegs for protection. 



Route Grade Crag First Ascent Repeats 

PEAK GRITSTONE - SERIOUS ROUTES 

Knockin' on Heaven's Door E97a Curbar Andy Pollitt 1988 1 Ron Fawcett 
Gaia E86c Black Rocks Johnny Dawes 1986 1 Seb Grieve 
End of the Affair E86c Curbar Johnny Dawes 1986 1 Nick Dixon 
Para log ism E76c Roaches Simon Nadin 1987 0 
Doug E7 6c Roaches Nick Dixon 1986 0 
Kaluza-Klein E76c Robin Hood's Stride Johnny Dawes 1986 1 John Dunne 
Slab and Crack E7 6c Curbar Johnny Dawes 1986 0 
Darmah E76c Duke's Quarry Johnny Dawes 1986 1 Seb Grieve 
Masters Edge E7 6c Millstone Ron Fawcett 1986 2 
B4XS E76b Roaches Simon Nadin 1986 0 

PEAK GRITSTONE - SAFE ROUTES 

Slingshot 7b Froggatt Jerry Moffatt 1989 0 
Screaming Dream 7b Froggatt Mark Leach 1987 0 
Careless Torque 7a Stanage Ron Fawcett 1987 1 
Against the Grain 7a Roaches Simon Nadin 1986 0 
Thing on a Spring 7a Roaches Simon Nadin 1986 0 
Scoop de Grace 7a Running Hill Pits Dougie Hall 1988 0 
Wristcutter's Lullabye 6c Wimberry Nick Plishko 1988 0 

YORKSHIRE LIMESTONE 

Super Direct E97a Malham John Dunne 1988 0 
Cry Freedom E97a Malham Mark Leach 1988 1 John Dunne 
Predator E86c Malham John Dunne 1987 0 
Magnetic Fields E77a Malham John Dunne 1987 1 Mark Leach 
Kilnsey Main Overhang E86c Kilnsey Mark Leach 1988 0 
Super Cool E86c Gorda le Martin Atkinson 1987 Several 
Zoolook/Well Dunne Finish E86c Malham John Dunne 1987 2 
Local Hero (complete) E86c Malham John Dunne 1988 1 Mark Leach 
Breach of the Peace E86c Malham John Dunne 1988 2 
Austrian Oak E86c Malham John Dunne 1988 Several 

YORKSHIRE GRITSTONE 

The New Statesman E87b . llkley John Dunne 1987 0 
Countdown to Disaster E86c llkley John Dunne 1986 0 
Snap Decision E76c llkley John Dunne 1986 0 
Deathwatch E7 6c llkley John Dunne 1986 0 
Marrowbone Jelly E77c Caley Al Manson 1985 1 

NORTH WALES - SERIOUS ROUTES 

Indian Face E96c Cloggy Johnny Dawes 1986 0 
Super Calabrese E86b Red Wall - Gogarth Paul Pritchard 1987 0 
The Hollow Man E86b North Stack- Gogarth Andy Pollitt 1986 1 Redhead after much 

pre-inspection 
Dawes of Perception E76c Vivian Quarry Johnny Dawes 1985 Few 
Hard Back Thesaurus E76b Wen Zawn - Gogarth Johnny Dawes 1988 0 
A Wreath of Deadly Nightshade E76b North Stack- Gogarth Andy Pollitt 1988 1 Pritchard, after 

pre-inspection 
The Bells, The Bells E76b North Stack- Gogarth John Redhead 1980 1 Pollitt, on sight 
Master's Wall E76b Cloggy Jerry Moffatt 1983 1 Redhead after 

numerous attempts 
Enchanted Broccoli Garden E76b Red Wall - Gogarth Paul Pritchard 1986 0 
The Demons of Bosch E76b North Stack- Gogarth John Redhead 1984 1 Andy Pollitt 
Teenage Menopause E76b Cwmldwal Nick Dixon 1984 1 Johnny Dawes on sight 

NORTH WALES - SAFE ROUTES 

Kleinian Envy E87a Vivian Slate Quarry Andy Pollitt 1988 0 
The Quarryman E77a Twll Mawr Slate Quarry Johnny Dawes 1986 0 
Central Pillar E76c Castell y Gwynt (Great Orme) Andy Pollitt 1988 0 
Oyster E7 6c Pen Trwyn Jerry Moffatt 1983 2 
Over the Moon E7 6c Pen Trwyn Andy Pollitt 1988 2 
Master Class E7 6c PenTrwyn Jerry Moffatt 1983 5 
Manic Strain E7 6c Vivian Quarry John Redhead 1986 3 
Statement of Youth E76b Pen Trwyn Ben Moon 1984 Several 
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Masters Edge 
Precarious laybacking up a sharp arete. Good 

protection at half height but big fall potential. 
B4XS 
Serious arete climbing, fast belayer essential! 

PEAK GRITSTONE - SAFE ROUTES 
Slingshot 

Desperate problem through a steep bulge, pre
sumed to be the hardest move on Peak grit. 
Screaming Dream (The Crack) 

Total power laybacking - first ascent spread 
oyer 26 days - a very determined effort. 
Careless Torque 

Powerful laybacking up a rounded arete. 
Against the Grain 

Very thin steep wall climbing on tiny holds. 
Thing on a Spring 

Steep wall problem on pebbles and sloping 
holds. 
Scoop de Grace 

Boulder problem start on tinies. 
Wristcutter'sLullabye 

Pebble climbing to and through an overhang. 
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YORKSHIRE LIMESTONE 
Cry Freedom 
Endurance route with powerful moves. Worked 

on over two years by Leach. Repeated by Dunne 
who had worked the route over a similar period. 
Super Directissima 

A contender for the most stunning route in the 
country. 250' long, done in one pitch . Ascent 
spread over two years - a tremendous effort. 
Predator 

Route originally equipped by Steve Rhodes. 
Very pumpy and sustained, the bolts have since 
been removed in protest at the first ascensionist. 
Magnetic Fields 
Short problem with 'stopper moves ' .Only Mark 

Leach has repeated the route so far. 
Kilnsey Main Overhang 

As with Super Directissima, a contender for 
most impressive free climb in the U.K. 35' hori
zontal roof90' above the ground. This route even 
made it into the national press and local TV news 
programmes. 
Super Cool 
Extremely long, impressive route with big runout 

Left: The powe,ful in pursuit of the 
unthinkable. John Dunne on New Statesman 
(£8 7b), at the Cow and Calf. Ilkley. 
Photo: Ian Horrocks. 

and the crux at the top. Big fall potential. 
Zoolook/Well Dunne Finish 

An extension to Ron Fawcett's technical E7 
masterpiece. A powerful bulge above the origi
nal stance adds an E grade to Zoo/oak. 
Local Hero 
Again an extension over the capping roof of the 

cove, this time above the original pitch by Martin 
Atkinson. 
Breach of The Peace 

A stunning 15' roof extension to Chris Gore 's 
route Renaissance with wild moves and situ
ations. 
Austrian Oak . 

Powerful, technical climbing up a short, lean
ing wall. First ascent spread over several days. 
Second ascent, by Ben Moon, spread over sev
eral minutes - a brilliant effort. 

YORKSHIRE GRITSTONE SERIOUS 
New Statesman: Stunning, powerful and bold 
arete. 
Countdown to Disaster: Extremely technical 
laybacking. 
Snap Decision: Bold technical bridging prob
lem. 
Deathwatch: Very serious solo. 
Marrowbone Jelly: Technical arete problem. 

NORTH WALES SERIOUS 
Indian Face 

A celebrated milestone in Welsh climbing 
history. Dawes' long awaited final ascent of the 
' true line' up the righthand side of Great Wall is 
a masterpiece. Thin, sustained, deathly serious 
and mostly on layaways and smears. A crucial 
flake was removed and an acrylic painting done 
in its place as protest by Redhead having lost out 
on the route for the second time. More was to 
come as Dawes again led a Redhead project (The 
West Indian Face) which links "Midsummers" 
to Indian Face at its crux. Dawes was horrified 
to discover improved holds. and three wire place
ments en route. 
Super Calabrese 

Three pig pitches of poorly protected 6b on 
brittle rock are-bad enough - but the lack of any 
real belay between the last two - about 200' up -
is a hideous prospect. 
Dawes of Perception 

Potential chop route. Thin slab climbing be
yond a clutch of poorish wires. Only the quick 
reactions of the be layer, by jumping into the lake, 
will give a falling leader any chance of escaping 
impalement on a massive razor sharp spike 
beneath the route. (Ask Redhead and Towse!) 
The Hollow Man 

Immaculate face climbing taking a direct line 
through The Bells, The Bells , at its hardest and 
least protected section. 
Hardback Thesaurus 

Sustained, pumpy wall climbing with long 
runouts between good protection. Climbed over 
five days on sight. 
A Wreath of Deadly Nightshade 
Slightly safer neighbour to The Hollow Man 
with similar face climbing and (lack of) protec
tion. 
The Bells, The Bells 
Years ahead of its time. A wandering line with 

brilliant central section. 



Right: John Dunne again creating.a Breach 
of The Peace ( £8 6c) one of a series of 
stunning new climbs which force a way 
through the wave of overhangs which crown 
Ma/ham Cove. Photo: Ian Horrocks 

Masters Wall 
The forerunner to Indian Face. Attempted 

several times by Redhead in the early '80s, a bolt 
was placed at 80' then dispensed with by Jerry 
Moffatt in '83 before a detour right at 90'. A 
stupendous achievement. 
The Enchanted Broccoli Garden 
Original and easier version of Super Calabrese 

weaving in and out of that line at the non-belay. 
Demons of Bosch 
Originally done by Redhead with a bolt runner 

which apparently became unclipped during his 
ascent. Re-climbed in 1988 without the bolt at all 
by Andy Pollitt. 

NORTH WALES SAFE ROUTES 
Kleinian Envy 

Straightened out version of John Redhead 's 
Mysoginists Discharge which made a detour out 
onto the ledge on the arete and was climbed in 
two halves. Credit to Redhead however, for the 
crux is his work. A desperate direct redpoint 
adds an E grade to give a fine vertical wall route. 
Quarry Man 

Dawes piece de resistance? Climbed in two 
halves, this stunning climb offers superb wall 
pitches, a baffling 'holdless' groove followed by 
an off-vertical final pitch of the utmost technical
ity. 
Central Pillar 

Immaculate wall climbing offering sustained, 
pumpy climbing to a vicious crux. Originally 
climbed by Ron Fawcett, in a day, in '83. After 
stopping several aspiring ascensionists dead in 
their tracks it was presumed that certain holds 
had since disappeared. Pollitt broke a further 
two holds en route to a fourth day final redpoint 
ascent. 
Oyster 

One hideous, painful jam in the middle of the 
bulging roof is the key to success on this fine, and 
ageing addition by Jerry Moffatt . 
Over the Moon 
Pumpy and sustained climbing through bulging 

ground left of Statement of Youth leads to a fine 
crack with 'sting in the tail ' finish. 
Master Class 

Technically sustained masterpiece from Mof
fatt with small , sharp holds and frustrating balan
cy rockover to pass the last bolt,the scene of 
numerous barn-door lobs. Moffatt, who had just 
completed The Face (10-) in Germany, consid
ered this to be harder . 
Manic Strain 

Excellent created wall route with crux low 
down and sustained 25' leading to a difficult 
rockover to gain the finishing crack. 
Statement of Youth 
Extremely sustained climbing involving a wild 

heel-hook traverse along the lip of a roof and 
pumpy laybacking before the final tips-under
cutting traverse leads to an oft fallen-off final 
move. 
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PICOS DE EUROPA 
An Historical Review 
by Robin Walker 

If the first ' chapter' in the mountaineering 
history of the Picos de Europa is taken to be that 
written by the. local tribes who sought shelter in 
the Mons Vinnio during their flight from the 
avenging Roman armies, then the range boasts a 
long and eventful past. If, on the other hand, 
more conventional criteria are applied, then the 
Picos, with the exception of a small number of 
important climbs, are found to have lagged be
hind events in Central Europe. However, it 
would not be true to say that the climbs in the 
Picos de Europa are, as a consequence, poorer 
than their European counterparts. Nor is it true, 
as this article hopes to show, that the history of 
these routes is any less rich than that of climbs in 
more well-known areas. Moreover, as many 
present-day visitors to the area have discovered 
for themselves, and in some cases to their cost, 
any differences due to lost time, due to 'lagging 
behind' , no longer exist; climbing in the Picos at 
the end of the 80's would appear to be on a par 
with that in ranges elsewhere. 

The Early Exploration - 1850 to 1904 
Whilst climbing of a sort was practised by 

shepherds and hunters going about their business 
in centuries gone by, the beginning of ' real' 
climbing in the Picos is generally accredited to 
the Spanish geologist and mining engineer, 
Casiano de Prado, who spotted the Pi cos in 1845 
from Pena Corada in the Cordillera Cantabrica. 
His first visit to the range was to no avail because 
of bad weather, but in 1853 he returned in the 
company of two French colleagues and made the 
first ascent of the Torre de Salinas, erroneously 
believing this to be the highest point in the Picos. 
The view from the summit, however, immedi
ately revealed his mistake, the Mayor of the 
nearby village of Prada assuring him later (al
though also mistakenly!) that the Torre de Llam
brion claimed that honour 1 • 

In the light of this Prado resolved to climb the 
mountain, doing so on August 12th, 1856, after 
an unsuccessful attempt in 1855. Little was 
written about the ascent , but it would seem that 
after a night in Vega Liordes, Prado and his party 
crossed to the north side of the Madejuno -
Llambrion chain , and ascended by what is con
sidered today to be the normal route. 

From 1855 to 1872 various teams of military 
surveyors were active in Northern Spain, carry
ing out mapping work and setting up primitive 
geodetic positions. In doing so ·they were re
sponsible for the first ascents of a number of 
major summits, including the Pica del Jierro and 
the Pico Cortes in the Eastern Massif, and Pena 
Castil in the Central. There is also evidence to 
suggest that the military surveyors were also 
responsible for the first ascent of Pena Yieja, an 
ascent generally credited to the Comte de Saint
Saud2. Whilst not strictly ascents in the sporting 
sense of the term 'mountaineering ' , the work of 
these teams was important insomuch as it repre
sented a first approach tci the mapping of the area, 
although the figure mainly responsible for the 
first systematic topographic survey of the three 
massifs was not to appear on the scene until some 
years later. 
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Below: The superb 500m West Face of El Naranjo de Bulnes. Photo: Robin Walker 
Opposite: Climbers on the first winter ascent of the West Face. Photo: Miguel Angel Gallego. 

The Comte de Saint-Saud, an expert on the 
Pyrenees, arrived in the Picos almost by acci
dent. Whilst holidaying with a friend from 
nearby Ribadesella, he paid a brief visit to the 
sanctuary at Covadonga. Such was his surprise 
on seeing the abruptness of the area, however, 
that he resolved to return to the region, doing so 
for the first time in 1890 when he made the first 
ascents of the Morra de Lechugales and Pena 
Yieja (but see above). 

A year later Saint-Saud was back, though this 
time in the company of friend and fellow moun-

taineer Paul Labrouche. An attempt to climb the 
Torre de Llambrion failed due to bad mists, and 
the party ended up with the first ascent of Tiro 
Llago after an unorthodox and, to judge by 
Saint-Saud ' s own account, exciting day"'. Not 
content with this first , however, the two de
scended to Cain before climbing up into the 
Wes tern Massif and making the first ascent of the 
Torre Bermeja. 

The imposing mass of Pena Santa de Castilla 
commanded their attention to the north , so after 
resting in Cangas de Onis they set out for the 





On the East Face of El Naranjo de Bulnes. Above: Eduardo Martinez above the crux of Amistad Con El Diab/a. Photo: Robin Walker . 
Below Left: Revelacion,jirst ascent. Photo: Miguel-Ange/ Gallego. Below Right: Jorge Ma/gor tackles the first t.Jng run out on the Martinez
Somoano. Photo: Robin Walker. 
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mountain. Their attempt' failed', landing Saint
Saud, Labrouche and their local gui'de on the 
summit of the Torre de Santa Maria, which 
Saint-Saud promptly renamed Pena Santa de 
Eno!, a name still in use today to the detriment of 
the original, and to the confusion of local and 
visiting mountaineers alike. 

Between 1890 and 1908 Saint-Saud visited 
the Picos on eight occasions, but perhaps the 
most significant was that of 1892. After climb
ing the Pico Cortes, the Comte and Labrouche 
moved across to the Central Massif and were 
successful in their attempt at climbing the Torre 
de Cerredo, at 2648m the highest point not only 
in the triple massif of the Picos, but also in the 
whole of the Cordillera Cantabrica. A little later 
Labrouche rounded off the trip by making the 
first ascent of Pena Santa de Castilla. Three 
major routes to three major summits, with one in 
each massif - an outing that anyone wishing to 
get to know the range would do well to emulate. 

This first phase of exploration, that which 
most clearly parallels the 'Golden Age' of the 
major European ranges, came to an illustrious 
close on August 5th, 1904 when the Marques de 
Villaviciosa, Pedro Pidal, made the first ascent Pedro Pidal, Marquis of Villaviciosa. 
of El Naranjo de Bulnes. He was ably assisted in 
his venture by the shepherd Gregorio Perez, who 
was known to all as' El Cainejo' as he came from 
the tiny village of Cain in the heart of the Cares 
gorge. Their ascent was a remarkable affair for 
the time, involving as it did climbing up to Grade 
V-. But it was all the more formidable if their 
complete outing is taken into account. 

On August 2nd word was sent to El Cainejo 
asking him to join the Marques in Ario in the 
Western Massif. This he did, leaving Cain after 
supper and making the approach to Ario by 
moonlight. Arriving at dawn the following day, 
he and the Marques set off immediately for the 
Torre de Santa Maria, which they climbed before 
going on to Pena Santa de Castilla. After what 
for many would have already been a full day, 
they slept in Ario, crossing the Cares gorge the 
next morning, then traversing above Amuesa 
and Bulnes to the Canal de Cambureru, where 
they spent the night. Rising early on August 5th, 
they finished their approach to El Naranjo and 
made their historic ascent, the Marques climbing 
in rope-soled shoes and El Cainejo barefoot. 
They left three cairns on the summit, which they 
reached at I pm, and though the descent was not 
without its problems, they were off the climb by Gregorio Perez (El Cainejo). 
7pm after more than three days' intense activity. 
4, 5 

In Search of the Great Walls-1920's to 1970's 
With all the major summits climbed, the focus 

of interest shifted to exploring the possibilities 
offered by the more difficult faces. In 1924 
Victor Martinez, a local shepherd, put up the 
South Face Original Route on El Naranjo and 
two years later another member of the Martinez 
family made the first ascent of the Paso Horizon
tal on the same face. In time the Martinez family 
came to hold a special place in the history of El 
Naranjo, but the real driving force behind this 
second phase was to come from a group from 
further afield. 

During the 30's and 40 's, a numberof Madrid
based climbers, all members of the prestigious 
and highly active Real Sociedad Espanola de 
Alpinismo Penalara made the Picos their own. 
Their attention centred on two of the major 
unclimbed walls of the range, the SE Face of 
Pena Vieja and the huge South Face of Pena 
Santa de Castilla, and their efforts left a legacy of 
classic mountaineering routes. The first of these 
climbs was the 1935 Cunat-Casquet on Pena 
Santa, and this was used the following year to 
initiate the superbly exposed East-West Trav- The Comte de Saint - Saud. (Photo hy kind 
erse of the mountain. permission of Ayalga Ediciones.) 

In 1944 J.A. Odriozola and A. Alonso put up 
the Original Route on the South-East Face of 
Pena Vieja, the latter returning a year later to 
seek out the more direct line of the Via Clasica. 
However, although both were long routes up a 
complex mountain, they were to be largely 
eclipsed by events on the unclimbed central 
section of Pena Santa's magnificent, 600m South 
Face. The huge wall beckoned powerfully to 
those who had sufficient skill and daring, and it 
was not a surprise when Baldomero Sol and 
Valeriano Ruiz put up the Original Route in 
1944. 

The route, however, wandered up the face 
from right to left and a direct line became the 
chief aim of climbers from the Madrid club, this 
Direct being idealized by many at that time as the 
most perfect climb in the Picos de Europa. The 
honours for the route fell to Jose Gonzalez, 
Florencio Fuentes and Antonio Rojas who 
climbed the South Face Direct Route in August 
of 1947. Their first account of the ascent was 
limited to a very dry, technical description, but in 
an interview given almost 30 years later, Folliot 
admitted that "the ascent, looking back, has no 
comparison, not for its difficulty, but for the 
beauty of effecting such a marvellous route, at a 
time when only a minority climbed."5• Modesty 
prevented Folliot from saying that he and his 
companions had left future generations'with one 
of the great climbs of the range, and a classic of 
Spanish mountaineering. 

The main section of the wall having been 
breached on the left, a second Peiialara group 
focused their attention on a deep gully to the 
right. The complexities of the route were to 
prove too much for them, however, and their 
1945 exploration came to a halt at the steep wall 
which guards the entry to the Losa, a slab of 
perfect grey rock. A dead bird found at the foot 
of the face provided the Madrid climbers with a 
name for the route, though they themselves did 
not return to complete the line, and the Canal del 
Pajaro Negro became one of the few unfinished 
chapters in the annals of Penalara. 

Eleven years were to pass before the Basque 
climbers Pedro Udaondo and Angel Landa made 
a second attempt at the Pajaro Negro. They too 
failed, this time in the upper chimney-cracks, but 
success was theirs two years later on September 
19th, 1958, when one of the 'last' of the Picos' 
plums was finally picked. Not content with this 
major first, however, Udaondo and Landa now 
crossed over to the Central Massif and teamed up 
with Jose M" Regil, who the previous month, 
along with his brother Andres, had been respon
sible for the first traverse of the airy ridge con
necting the Pico de los Cabrones with the Torre 
de Cerredo. Starting on September 23rd this 
prolific trio put up 4 new routes in only five days, 
two of which, the Gran Diedro on the Torre de 
Penalba and the South Face of the Torre de 
Horcados Rojos, were later to become Picos' 
classics. 

In general though, the SO's were lean years, 
with the Regil brothers, Udaondo and Landa 
being responsible for all the important climbs, 
includingtheCepedaRouteon El Naranjo( 1955). 
Little commented on, yet remarkable for its time, 
was the Basque pair ' s first winter ascent of El 
Naranjo, which they made in 1956 via the North
West Ridge and the North Face chimneys. The 
route was not repeated in winter until the mid-
80's and was reported to be hard and poorly 
protected. 

If the first ascent of El Naranjo de Bulnes in 
I 904 signalled the end of the first phase of 
exploration in the Picos, the second would be 
brought to a close by the ascent, in 1962, of the 
mountain's superb west wall. A number of fine 
climbs were put up after this date, but none were 
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of the same calibre as Alberto Rabada and Er
nesto Navarro's daring climb. Put up in two 
attacks lasting a total of 5 days,7·8 the route , 
which makes intelligent use of the major features 
of the wall and involves varied, attractive climb
ing, is a classic not only of the Picos, but of the 
whole of Spanish climbing. Naturally, as is true 
of all great climbs, it has been the centre of much 
attention, having been climbed in winter, soloed, 
soloed in winter, freed , and ' done' in as little as 
four and a half hours. There can be little doubt in 
the minds of anyone that the untimely death of 
the Aragon pair in 1963 whilst attempting the 
North Face of the Eiger deprived Spain of two 
genuinely gifted climbers. 

The Rabada-Navarro continued to draw.at
tention at the end of the 60 's, when a great deal 
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of energy, and tragically several lives, would be 
consumed in attempts at the first winter ascent of 
the route. When this was finally achieved on 
February 8th 1973, it would be at the hands of 
two teams, that of the 'young upstarts ' pipping 
the old hands at the post.9 A 'who-got-there
first ' controversy raged over the ascent during 
the following months, but the upstarts did not 
seem to be too bothered by this, one of them, 
Miguel Angel Gallego, going on to write several 
important chapters in the history not only of the 
West Face of El Naranjo, but of modern Spanish 
mountaineering. 

The Coming of Age - 1974 to 1988 
After the ascent of the Rabada-Navarro the 

pace dropped and although a number of now 

classic climbs were put up in the laet 60's (Pefia 
Vieja; S. Face - Espolon de los Franceses ( 1967); 
Pico Pozan; South Ridge (1969); Picos de Val
decoro; South Face ( 1969)) none, as has been 
noted above, represented a real step forward, and 
it was not until 1974 that a third phase of climb
ing began, the start of which was marked by two 
routes: Miguel Angel Gallego's Directisima up 
the centre of the West Face of El Naranjo, and the 
bold Martinez-Somoano on the mountain's East 
Face. Both climbs were put up in 1974 and both 
deliberately looked for difficulties on faces al
ready climbed. However, though the former 
resulted from a prolonged assault under winter 
conditions, with I 3 days climbing and 4 bivou
acs, in some ways it was perhaps the less sensa
tional Martinez-Somoano that broke new ground, 
with hard free climbing on unprotected slabs. 

In what remained of the 70s a huge number of 
climbs were put up, no stone being left unturned 
and no face unclimbed. Particularly active dur
ing this period were Jesus M" San Cristobal and 
Javier Alonso, but their futuristic use of loose 
rock meant that their creations were seldom 
repeated. Of note amongst their more conven
tional offerings are the South-West Face of the 
Torre de Coello and the Casiopea Route on the 
Torre de Salinas, whilst the Via Artemisa on the 
Torre de las Minas de Carbon ventures boldly 
into the realms of the exotic. Such was the 
dedication of this intrepid duo that it is fairly safe 
to assume that wherever loose rock approaches 
the vertical , Cristobal and Alonso will have 
already left their mark. 

Activity was increasing throughout the whole 
range, of course, yet despite this attention was 
being drawn inexorably back towards El Nar
anjo. Moreover, whereas routes here had previ
ously signified the culminatioin of developments, 
the mountain was now to become the very centre 
and source of change. First, the West Face 
became the property of an active and able group 
of climbers from Murcia which included Miguel 
Angel Gallego and his brothers, Jose Luis and 
Juan Carlos. Returning summer after summer, 
they put up a total of six new climbings begin
ning in 1978 with the Murciana 78 , nowadays a 
classic climb in its present, virtually free form . 
Not far away, the Via Mediterraneo (1980) pro
vides a taxing exercise in skyhooking and hard 
pegging, all in spectacular positions, although 
the subsequent free climbing does not quite 
maintain the pace of the aid. The centre of the 
face is the scene of Revelacion ( 1981 ), a climb 
which involved some hard and scary aid work 
during the first ascent when copperheads and 
bashies were used to avoid placing bolts. 

To the far right the Via Leiva ( 1979) also once 
involved a significant amount of aid, but the 
meteoric visit of a group of strong Czechoslova
kian climbers in I 985 soon altered that. Armed 
with the raciest carpet slippers, plus an impres
sive array of home-made protection delights, 
they eliminated the aid from the Via Lieva, as 
well as freeing traditionally artificial sections on 
other routes , including Revelacion, which up 
until then had seemed a very unlikely candidate 
for such treatment. Aid, it appeared, was up for 
grabs, and so it was only natural that that same 



Right: "Dreams of Winter" . . .Jose L,uis 
Gallego during the winter ascent of El 
Naranjo West Face. Photo: Miguel-Ange/ 
Gallego. 

summer a Spanish climber should remove the 
last of the aid from the Rabada-Navarro by 
freeing the abseil from La Guitarra flake at 
French 6c/7a. 

During the winter of 1983 two of the Murcia 
group were once again busy on El Naranjo's west 
wall. Suenos de Inviemo was the much-publi
cised result of an attempt by Jose Luis Garcia 
Gallego and Miguel Angel Diaz Vives to put up 
a new route through the frightening overhangs 
on the left of the face. The climb lasted 69 days 
and as with other routes by the Murcia climbers 
created a certain amount of controversy. In 
general, it was felt that on all their routes the 
group were guilty of using siege tactics deemed 
inappropriate on a 500m waII. 10 Moreover, they 
were good in etriers but not so hot out of them, the 
accusation ran. Be this the case or not, when their 
hegemony finally ended in the mid-80's, no 
change whatsoever was noted in either the ethics 
and/or the style of the new wave of first ascen
tionists and the wall continued to be seiged. 

Away from the West Face, other groups had 
begun to move into action, particularly on the 
blank east slabs. The summer of 1980 produced 
three routes, of which Amistad con el Diablo is 
the most direct, the easiest and the most popular, 
whilst El Cainejo involves hard, poorly-pro
tected friction climbing - a fitting tribute to the 
skill of the mountain's first ascensionist. Sud
denly, anything and everything was possible as a 
crag mentalilty imposed itself in the high moun
tain arena, permitting for some the liberal use of 
bolt protection. The Vega de Urriellu became 
the scene of frantic activity as everyone rushed to 
put up routes before the rock ran out. At the 
beginning of 1978 there were 14 routes on El 
Naranjo, two of which climbed the West Face 
and two the East. At the time of writing 14 routes 
make their way up the West Face alone, with 
another 8 up the East, and almost 50 in total. 

Nor was this activity limited to one mountain. 
Over on the sunny East Face of the Neveron de 
Urriellu, two climbs were put up in 1980. The 
better of the two, the Via de los Celtas, tackles the 
dominant crack system that splits the upper part 
of the face and is clearly visible from Vega 
Urriellu. The hut warden, Claudio Sanchez, who 
must have been drawn by the line as he went 
about his business, went on to be the author of a 
number of routes on and around the Picu Irriellu, 
as El Naranjo is known locally. 

Perhaps because of the publicity it always 
attracts El Naranjo gave the impression of being 
the only point of interest in the 80's. In practice, 
however, things were happening everywhere. 
Climbers from Cantabria, for example, worked 
away at the crags around El Cable, the upper 
cable car station, in the same modest way they 
had done throughout the 70s. As yet, their routes 
on Pena Vieja and Pena Olvidada have received 
little attention, but it is only a question of time 
before people rationalise their present obsession 
with El Naranjo and begin to look elsewhere. 

Asturian climbers, on the other hand, chose 
Pena Santa de Castilla, making their mark with 
three climbs tackling the huge walls between the 
Sowh Face Direct and the Pajaro Nevo routes. 
Of the three, Rescale Emociona/ ( 1981) and 

Manatia/ de la Noche ( 1982) are the best, the 
former providing hard, often poorly protected 
slab and wall climbing on superb rock, whilst the 
latter tackles the huge diedre that marks the left 
edge of the Rescale wall. In 1983 another two 
climbs pointed out the scope of the 300m but
tresses that make up the right wing of the south 
wall - a suggestion, perhaps, of future trends on 
what is a wonderful, but strangely underrated 
mountain. 

Where the future of climbing in the Picos 
actually lies is hard to say. New routes on and 
immediately around El Naranjo are not really 
part of any new trend, being but a reflection of the 
mountain's fame and, to some extent, of the 
incurable desire to 'get into print'. If anything, it 
would seem that at the end of the 80's two quite 
different groups are developing, each with its 
own vision of tomorrow. For the die-hard alpin
ists atmosphere is as important as the technicali
ties of the route. For them Vega Urriellu, with its 
summer swarms, has all the charm of Stanage on 
a warm Bank Holiday. Their sights are set on· 
other walls in hidden corners, the route's overall 

attraction increasing in proportion to the diffi
culties of access. A recent route above the stark 
Jou Grande is indicative perhaps of this school of 
thought, and it would not be that surprising to see 
fresh efforts being made on the almost unclim
bed walls of the Bermeja group. 

For the other group, the sport rock climbers, 
access should be short and easy. As a result, they 
are turning to the countless roadside crags in the 
surrounding valleys. The walls of the Cueto 
Agero in the La Hermida gorge are a case in 
point, as is the attention that has been paid to 
Pena Fresnidiello since early 1983. The latter 
sports a small area of two-pitch, bolt-protected 
slab routes, the area being known somewhat 
ironically as Fresnidiello Free. In both places the 
emphasis is on rock climbing, the summit itself 
being of secondary importance. 

A new, low-lying crag on the north bank of 
t~e River Casano is further evidence that the 
'new wave' are here in force and here to stay; 
bolts, battery-powered drills and all. There is, 
however, no immediate reason for alarm on 
behalf of members of the former, currently less 
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Above:Pena Fresnidiello, a low lying 300m cliff which bridges the gap between crags and alpine walls. There are many such walls in the Pi cos, 
many of which are unexplored. Photo: Robin Walker. 

El Naranjo de Bulnes 
West Face 

El Naranjo de Bulnes 
East Face 
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Right: Eduardo Martin e: on the c/a,rsic 
Murciana 78 on the West Face of El Naranjo. 
Photo: Robin Walker. 

fashionable group. From a climbing point of 
view at least, the beauty (and perhaps the future) 
of the Picos de Europa is its variety, its ability to 
offer something to both these factions, the one 
complementing the other. There is no reason not 
to suppose that, with a little care and mutual 
respect, both sides wi ll be able to find ample 
room to continue carrying forward their respec
tive sports. If this proves to be the case, the Pi cos 
will come out enhanced, and not degraded in the 
process, and will hopefully come to occupy their 
rightful position in European mountaineering. 
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GEAR 

Friends rigged with lanyards to assist in removal from deep placements. 

S.L.C.D's or Spring Loaded Camming De
vices have become an essential part of most 
climbers' racks over the last few years, and we 
thought it was time to review a selection to 
help first time buyers and experienced users 
alike to sort out the pros and cons of this 
unique form of protection. 

Mainly because Mountain is based in the 
UK we have chosen to limit this report to the 
three British contenders. North America is 
well provided for with SLCD's, manufactured 
to very high standards, by companies such as 
Chouinard and Metolius, and "copy-cat" 
makes are springing up in other parts of the 
world. The best advice to anyone faced with 
a look-alike from an unspecified source, is to 
stick to the products from companies with a 
sound climbing pedigree. Finally, we have 
limited our review to spindle based designs 
and have left the many "opposed-sliding" 
devices to a future GEAR report. 

A manufacturers sound engineering back
ground is not necessarily enough to guaran
tee a practical end product. In todays gizmo 
orientated market place, a large advertising 
budget may have the effect of overcoming an 
impractical design. Climbing gear history is 
littered with examples. In the SLCD market we 
had the Joker. This very aptly named product 
still litters the shelves of many continental 
shops, but was fortunately withdrawn from 
the British Market before any real harm was 
done. This design incorporated a flexible 
stem topped with a fixed cam outboard of 
which two moving cams were located. Not 
only was it extremely unstable but a "greedy" 
camming angle was chosen giving an in
creased expansion range at the expense of 
security. I mention this design only to illus
trate the point that a-II the apparently neces
sary ingredients don't guarantee a practical 
device. 

The theory on how the constant angle cam 
works is beyond the scope of this report. 
What follows is essentially a user test. How-
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ever some basics are essential. The constant 
angle refers to the angle of 'attack'of the cam 
face against the side of the crack. The ac
cepted norm is 13° 45'. A bigger angle gives 
greater expansion range but relies on greater 
rock friction to maintain the device in the crack 
(hence the use of the word 'greedy' to de
scribe a cam with a bigger camming angle). 
This leads us into rock friction. As the first 
SLCDs were designed to work in sandstone, a 
high friction rock, a greedier cam was initially 
chosen. However as SLCDs have to work in 
rock of greatly varying friction most devices 
have the 13° 45' angle. SLCDs work best in 
gritstone followed by sandstone and granite 
and lastly limestone and slate. 

A last word on rock: rock damage that is. 
There is increasing evidence, witnessed on 
many of our popular cliffs, of the damage 
SLCDs are doing. This occurs when falls are 
held transmitting enormous forces to the crack 
walls, breaking off flakes and crack· edges. 
This, you could claim, is a penalty for the 
increased safety these devices bring, but de
I iberately smashing the rock to recover deeply 
buried SLCD's amounts to pure vandalism. 

How did GEAR carry out the tests? As 
mentioned before, this is essentially a 'user 
friendly' assessment, so we just gave a large 
selection of climbers, of varying ability, the 
gear to use on the crag both leading and 
seconding. We were fortunate enough to 
benefit from the mildest winter in years. Their 
findings are summarized at the end of each 
report. Finally I should like to draw your 
attention to the 'pull out' forces in the stats 
chart. How are these obtained? Because 
SLCDs are designed to work in parallel and 
flared cracks they never reach their actual 
maximum breaking strength because they 
will distort and rip before reaching this point. 
They would only reach these maximum break
ing strains in a narrowing crack where you 
could use a nut anyway, as in these situations 
the forces generated by a fall are below these 

SLCD Review 

Wild Country Flexible Friend. 

maximum breaking strengths. Whereas Faces 
use the UIAA chockstone test rig, some manu
facturers have developed hardened parallel 
steel jaws which are knurled to give them 
friction. The device is then loaded usually 
until it starts to distort. Thus giving an ap
proximate pull out force on a parallel crack. I 
must stress approximate, as steel jaws hardly 
recreate the variety of placements and rock 
types found on the crag. Experience and skill 
are needed to maximize the security provided 
by these devices. 

Friends by Wild Country 
When I rang Wild Country about the SLCD 

test they were, of course, understandably 
complacent. Why did we need to test Friends 
when they had been around since 1978, had 
been fallen on thousands of times, been stuffed 
into cracks and crevices all over the world, in 
every rock type and situation imaginable, and 
were carried on just about every climbers rack 
worldwide. Although this is true we looked at 
them again in order to objectively compare 
them with the other devices on test. Friends 
have changed little since their introduction, 
apart from a wider range. Originally there 
were just three. The present range of seven 
have colour coded sewn slings and narrower 
heads due to various engineering economies. 
Although the rigid stem design is losing ground 
to flexible stem designs, Wild Country stand 
strongly by the rigid stem as the most preduc
table and reliable design for a SLCD. A by
product of this design is longevity witnessed 
by the fact that many of the originals are still 
in use today. 

It was difficult to look at Friends without 
drawing on past experience. The two disad
vantages of this design are 'walking' and vul
nerability in horizontal placements. 'Walking' 
is where the device climbs deeper into a crack 
as the movement of the rope is transmitted to 
the cams. Although the dedicated sewn sling 
goes some way to alleviate this, a rigid stem 



Expansion Trigger Head Weight Pull Out 
Name Type Range Actuation width grams strength 

mm mms kg 

Wild Country 

Friend 1 4 cam solid stem 19-29 2 finger bar 42 102 1300 

Friend 1½ 4 cam solid stem 22-35 2 fing er bar 42 111 1500 

Friend 2 4cam solid stem 28-34 2 finger bar 42 113 1500 

Friend2½ 4 cam solid stem 33-55 2 finger bar 44 130 1500 

Friend 3 4 cam sol id stem 44-46 2 finger bar 49 147 1500 

Friend3½ 4 cam solid stem 52-81 2 finger bar 56 179 1500 

Friend 4 4 cam solid stem 61 -100 2 finger bar 56 213 1500 

Flexible Friend 0 4 cam single wire stem 13-19 2 finger bar 35 85 1300 

Flexible Friend ½ 4 cam single wire stem 15-21 2 finger bar 35 91 1300 

Flexible Friend 1 4 cam single wire stem 19-29 2 finger bar 40 99 1300 

Flexible Friend 1 ½ 4 cam single wire stem 22-35 2 finger bar 40 105 1500 

Flexible Friend 2 4 cam single wire stem 28-44 2 finger bar 40 119 1500 

Flexible Friend 2½ 4 cam single wire stem 33-55 2 finger bar 40 126 1500 

Hugh Banner 

Micromate 00 3 cam looped wire stem 10-15 1 finger ring 23 61 1200 

MicromateO 3 cam looped wire stem 13-19 1 finger ring 24 59 1300 

Micromate ½ 3cam looped wire stem 15-21 1 finger ring 25 63 1350 

Micromate 1 3 cam looped wire stem 19-21 1 finger ring 28 78 1400 

Micromate 1 ½ 3cam looped wire stem 13-19 1 finger ring 24 84 1400 

QuadcamOO 4cam looped wire stem 10-15 1 finger ring 27 63 1200 

QuadcamO 4cam looped wire stem 13-19 1 finger ring 27 61 1300 

Quadcam ½ 4cam looped wire stem 15-21 1 finger ring 27 65 1350 

Quadcam 1 4cam looped wire stem 19-29 1 finger ring 33 84 1400 

Quadcam 1½ 4cam looped wire stem 22-35 1 finger ring 33 85 1400 

Quadcam 2 4cam looped wire stem 28-44 1 finger ring 38 105 1400 

Quadcam 2½ 4 cam looped wire stem 33-55 1 finger ring 40 121 1400 

Quadcam 3 4 cam looped wire stem 44-66 1 finger ring 40 136 1400 

Quadcam 3.8 4cam looped wire stem 59-93 1 finger ring 56 189 1200 

Faces 

CadO 2 cam looped wire stem 10-14 1 finger ring 38 53 1150 

Cad 1 2 cam looped wire stem 13-18 1 finger ring 38 54 1150 

Cad2 2 cam looped wire stem 16-21 1 finger ring 38 56 1150 

Cad3 2 cam looped wire stem 18-24 1 finger ring 38 58 1150 

Cad4 2 cam looped wire stem 23-31 1 finger ring 38 64 1150 

Cad 3x3 3 cam looped wire stem 15-24 1 finger ring 22 61 1150 

Cad 3x4 3 cam looped wire stem 18-30 1 finger ring 22 65 1150 

Cad4x4 4 cam looped wire stem 18-30 3 finger bar 46 73 1150 

Cad5 4 cam looped wire stem 26-44 3 finger bar 46 86 1150 

Cad6 4 cam looped wire stem 34-55 3 finger bar 55 130 1500 

Cad7 4cam looped wire stem 54-87 3 finger bar 65 230 1500 

Cad8 4cam looped wire stem 85-137 3 finger bar 65 359 1500 

Cad9 4cam looped wire stem 130-210 3 finger bar 80 NA 1500 

will transmit movement more directly than a 
flexible stem. 'Walking' can cause the device 
to climb into a wider part of the crack resulting 
1n the 'umbrella' effect of the cams in a fall. In 
most instances this rope transmitted move
ment serves to align the unit so that in the 
event of a fall the cams operate in the most 
efficient way. 'Walking' is of course common 
to all 4 cam devices. 

Vulnerability in horizontal placements only 
happens in shallow placements where most 
of the stem is projecting out of the crack. Even 

so the material selected for the stem is such 
that it should bend rather than break. Always 
have your Friends repaired by Wild Country if 
the stem has been bent in a fall. Once bent the 
stem is weakened and may fail if subsequently 
loaded in a fall. Friends damaged in any way 
should only be repaired by Wild Country, as 
once bent, the stem is weakened and could fail 
under a subsequent fall load. However it is 
possible to tie a Kevlar or Spectra sling through 
the lightening hole in the stem and clip this 
instead of the dedicated tape loop. This 

method plus much other good advice can be 
found in Wild Country 's catalogue. At this 
point it is worth mentioning that I did not set 
out to make this piece an instructional man
ual. This is the task of individual manufactur
ers. 

A last point on retrieval , or more likely lack 
of it! If you are in the habit of placing Friends 
deeply and your second can 't get to the trigger 
bar, it is possible to rig a lanyard system to 
facilitate one handed extraction (see photo) . 
All these lanyards and tie off loops do tend to 
make Friends cluttered though . 

Summary 
Friends are reliable, long lasting, and well 

tested and I think it will take a device of 
outstanding ingenuity to topple them from 
their predominant position in the market place. 

Flexible Friends by Wild Country 
Flexible Friends may well do the afore

mentioned toppling. Flexible Friends evolved 
out of the demand for smaller devices which 
were coming onto the market, and because 
the titanium stems first seen on the "Techni
cal Half" had reached a structural watershed . 

Instead of using a looped cable attached to 
either end of the cam spindle, Wild Country 
adapted their original design, the rigid stem 
replaced by a thick, flexible steel cable with a 
solid spindle bushing and tape hole at either 
end. The trigger bar wrapped around the wire 
stem, instead of moving in a slot as before. 
This retained the advantage of being able to 
move individual pairs of cams with dextrous 
use of the trigger bar. Wild Country are now 
using a nylon trigger bar which is cheap to 
replace. 

Flexible Friends now come in six sizes from 
0 to 2.5 and have a dedicated colour coded 
sewn sling. In the smaller sizes narrower 
cams are used and the use of a narrow stain
less steel spindle support makes for a very 
neat head design. The Flexible Friend 's wire 
stem flexes in all directions and some com
plained it was too flexible as when you over 
retracted the cams the wire stem would bend. 
It therefore required practice to avoid this 
happening. 

It is unlikely that wire stems SLCD will be as 
durable as a solid stem. However the thick 
steel cable of the Flexible Friend should take a 
lot of abuse before it needs replacing. We did 
find that after being fallen on the cable did 
become bent and repeated bending straight 
again may cause fatiguing as with any wire 
stemmed device. So keep an eye out for 
broken filaments in the cable. 

Summary 
As the F.F. stem design has 6 .sizes up to 

size 2F(1,2) they may well prove more popular 
than the solid stem Friends. As they retain all 
the best features of Friends with the addition 
of safer horizontal placements they deserve to 
be successful. It is important to remember 
with the smaller sized LSCD that the small 
expansion available makes selecting the cor
rect size critical as in irregular cracks "walk
ing" will more easily result in failures . It is 
perhaps for this reason that Flexible Friends 
are not made smaller than size 0. 

Micromates by H.B. 
H.B. Micromates are a 3 cam looped cable 

SLCD similar to designs first seen in the U.S.A. 
However instead of a trigger bar system. Hugh 
Banner has designed a "Ring Pull" system. 
Micromates come in five siz~s from 00 to 
1F(1,2). Sizes Oto 1F(1,2) have the same ex
pansion ranges as comparable Friend sizes. 
The 00 cams are made of a bronze alloy and 
have a very small expansion range. Colour 
coding is by nylon sheath around the base of 
the wire loop and anodized ring pulls. 3 Cam 
SLCDs have much smaller width across the 
cam dimensions (see Stats chart) and as such 
can fit into smaller pockets or "necked out " 
placements. This advantage becomes less 
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GEAR 

H.B.Ouadcam 

pronounced in the smaller sizes as the spindle 
support dimensions approach the minimum 
retracted cam dimension. 

3 Cam units don't walk, they swivel, and it 
is important to use extension slings to mini
mise rope movement being transmitted to the 
cams. In most cases even if the 3 cam unit is 
inverted, it should swivel back to the most 
advantageous position to hold a fall. How
ever it is important to place M icromates deeply 
so that any swivelling doesn't cause the unit 
to swivel out of the crack. The longer trigger 
to spindle dimensions of the Micromates al
lows for these deeper placements. 

The looped cable stem flexes in the event 
of a fall onto a horizontal placement. In the 
other plane (vertical) rope movements are 
transmitted in a similar way to solid stem 
designs due to the stiffness of the cable in this 
plane. However in the event of a fall the cable 
twists and flexes if the head is unable to swivel 
to align itself in the direction of the fall which 
makes it safer. All three cams are actuated 
together by the ring pull sytem. In the event of 
a cam "hanging up" (or inverting) in an irregu
lar placement this meant the cams could not 
be retracted making removal difficult. How
ever in regular, smooth cracks retrieval was 
easy. 

Most testers took time to adjust to the ring 
pull system depending on their finger size. 
Smaller fingered people found it easier to 
locate and actuate . Even so it could be awk
ward to operate (even after practice) when 
pressed, on a difficult placement. 
Micromates do not have a-dedicated sewn 
sling. Gear understands that Hugh Banner is 
at present researching the possibility of in
cluding one using one of the new high srength 
tapes which would be able to cope with pass
ing over the wire stem. This would get rid of 
another criticism made of having to quick 
draw each unit, and the crab clipped into the 
stem interfering with the thumb or alterna
tively making holding in the heel of the hand 
awkward. Hugh Banner feels these handling 
difficulties would become less with practise. 
He recommends that you carry Micromates 
like wires in bunches on a single krab so that 
you should not have to carry extra Quick 
Draws. All climbers I consulted would have 
preferred a dedicated tape loop. The q1ble 
became bent in a fall and the subsequent 
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H.B. Micromate 

straightening may cause fatigue fracturing of 
the wire filament so keep an eye open for this. 
Summary 

Micromates are well engineered 3 cam 
units. The ring pull trigger is a matter of 
personal taste. 3 cams units require more 
thoughtful use on the crag. We would have 
preferred a dedicated tape loop. They will of 
course go in pockets and restricted place
ments where a 4 cams unit would not fit. 
However as the majority of placements do not 
require such a narrow head the added security 
of 4 cams was preferred. 

Ouadcam s by H_B_ 
Three cam units appear to have an upper 

size limit above which the larger centre cam 
necessary to equalise the load becomes so 
large as to cause instability in irregular cracks. 
Hugh Banner's solution to this design prob
lem was to split the centre cam, hence a 
Ouadcam. Originally only five sizes, 1 through 
3, Ouadcams have now been taken down to 
the 00 size of the Micromates and a 3.8 size has 
been added as the largest size. 

Because four cams are now involved and 
two spindle supports, overall head widths are 
obviously greater than Micromates. How
ever, across the cams width is smaller than all 
other 4 cam units* . Again the looped cable 
stem design has a limiting effect on width 
advantage the smaller the cam size, as they 
approach the spindle support dimensions. 

A ring pull trigger is used which actuates all 
four cams together. This makes it impossible 
to individually manipulate separate pairs of 
cams as with a bar trigger system. If a cam 
became "hung up" or inverted it was difficult 
to retract the cams for removal. Again the ring 
pull design is a matter of preference and 
practice. 

Only experience will tell you whether to 
rest the stem in the palm of the hand or use a 
finger and thumb technique. Whichever 
method you adopt the fact that Ouadcams do 
not come with a dedicated tape sling means 
the inevitable quick draw crab interferes with 
either technique. In regular cracks Ouadcams 
were easy to extract. Ouadcams are colour 
coded by means of anodized ring pull and 
nylon sleeves. Racking several on a single 
crab is H.B.'s advice although again most 
people preferred individual racking for speed. 

Again as with Micromates, dedicated tape 
loops may be on the way. 

Ouadcams allow safe horizontal place
ments and in vertical situations the stiffness in 
this plain transmits rope movement aligning 
the cams in the event of a fall and only twisting 
and flexing when the head is prevented from 
aligning itself. 
As with all cable stemmed units Ouadcams 
bend in the event of a fall and require straight
ening which I think in time would cause fatigu
ing of the cable . So it is worth keeping an eye 
on the cable stems for filament fracturing. 
Sum m ary 

Ouadcams have the narrowest across the 
cams dimensions of any four cam unit except 
for the 3.8 where the outer cams are outboard 
of the spindle supports. We felt four cams 
offered more security. A dedicated tape loop 
(possibly on the way) would have been pre
ferred . Again the ring pull system is a matter 
of personal preference. 

Cads by Faces 
Cads come in a range of 13 units. The first 

5 are of a 2 moving and 2 fixed cam design. 
The two fixed cams are attached to the ends of 
the looped wire stem forming the supports for 
the spindle on which are mounted the moving 
cams. Cam actuation is by ring pull (roomier 
than on the H.B. design) which uses the stem 
as guide rails. This means it can be detached 
allowing the ring pull to be operated other 
than in the direction of the stem. They have 
colour coded nylon sheaths over the wire 
stem and are available with dedicated sewn 
slings. 

It is important when placing this design of 
Cad in horizontal cracks to have the fixed 
cams upwards. This is because they are de
signed to be locked in position by rotating the 
unit downwards until the stem makes contact 
with the lower lip of the crack. Obviously if 
placed the wrong way up in the "heat of the 
moment" this locking action will work to dis
advantage, if rope movement caused the stem 
to lock in an upward orientation . It may may 
result in the unit being adversely loaded in a 
fall. 

We found that because the natural ten 
dency was to place these units as deep as 
practicable the angle through which you could 
rotate their stem was reduced, thus making 



Faces Cad Twin Cam 

the locking action less effective . 
As with all smaller sizes of SLCD's it is im

portant when placing these units in shallow 
placements to pick the largest size possible, 
because as the stem is rotated downwards it 
could cause the unit to run out of the expan 
sion range of the cam. 

In vertical placements the 2 moving cam 
Cad could not be as effectively locked off due 
to the necessity of orientating the stem down
wards in the direction of a fall. This again 
effectively reduced the rotation of the unit. It 
was also a worry which way to orientate the 
fixed cams especially in irregular cracks. 
Summary 

We found 2 cam Cads less versatile than 
other camming devices being designed pri
marily for technically difficult placements and 
in iced and/or dirty cracks. Also the need for 
precise techniques, to ensure security, which 
were open to mistakes in real climbing situ
ations, did not inspire confidence . It is impor
tant to obtain Faces' 20 page instructional 
booklet in order to fully realise the correct use 
and potential pitfalls of Cads . Interestingly 
the cover shot on the copy I was sent showed 
a climber using Friends and Sliders, a glaring 
oversight in an otherwise comprehensive 
marketing exercise 1 

3 Cam Cads 
The 3 cam cads are limited to the 3 x 3 and 

3x4(range 18mmto31 mm) . These two sizes 
offer little competition to HB's more compre
hensive 5 units (range 10mm to 35mm). They 
feature the same looped wire stems (colour 
coded) and ring pulk system (larger than on 
HB) as used on the 2 cam Cad. Again there is 
no dedicated tape loop. 

Functionally they work as well as any 3 cam 
unit. They have narrower across the cam 
dimensions and so will fit into restricted place
ments. They swivel rather than walk and so it 
is best to place them as deep as practicable. 
All three cams are actuated together which is 
fine in uniform cracks but can cause retraction 
Problems in irregular cracks if one cam be
comes hung-up. 
Summary 

. The limited size range made these two 
units second choice in the British 3 cam stakes. 
However the roomier ring pull system was 
thought a more practical design to the more 

Faces 4x4 Cad 

restricted HB ring. 
4 Cam Cads 

Faces 3x3 Cad 

The 4 (moving cams) Cads come in 6 sizes 
from the 4 x 4 to the enormous 9 crack sizes 20 
mm through 210mm! The bigger sizes are 
probably aimed at the American market and 
those big Yosemite cracks . The 4 x 4 and 5 
have a generous overlapping expansion 
rasnge but the 6, 7 and 8 have only 2mm of 
expansion overlap which means that you are 
going to get a lot of placements either in the 
fully closed or fully expanded position of the 
cams. These type of placements leave SLCD's 
in their most vulnerable state for possible 
failure. You should always try to pick a unit 
which has the cams in the middle range of 
expansion. If you check the stats chart you 
will find only 4 x 4, 5, and 6 have expansion 
ranges most used in British climbing (unless 
you are into grit fist and offwidths) . 

The 4 cam Cad has a looped wire stem with 
two inboard and two outboard cams. Nuts are 
used to secure the spindle ends. The trigger 
mechanism is a bar which floats freely against 
the stem system. Faces recommend the trig
ger bar be used above the frame in horizontal 
placements (again refer to their 20 page in
structional manual). This floating trigger we 
found best operated with 3 fingers. The fact 
that the trigger bar floated means that it can . 
be operated other than in the plain of the stem. 

It also means the potential for tangling is 
greater than on other systems. 

Colour coding is used but again there is no 
dedicated tape loop, meaning a quick draw 
was necessary. We found that the connector 
between the flexible trigger wire and the cams 
on all our test Cads had been made of malle
able wire which became bent and distorted. 
This meant, in time, the trigger mechanism 
became less efficient. Faces tell us that cur
rent production has upgraded wire. If you 
have already purchased some with this prob
lem I am sure they will be pleased to recondi 
tion your Cads should you care to return them. 
Summary 

Because of 4 Cam Cads unusual size range 
and lack of overlap in some of the sizes, plus 
the floating trigger bar which had rules about 
correct orientation for placements we were 
not keen on these units. 

N.B. Faces have just announced that Cads 
have received UIAA labels. 
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Afterwards 
For a few brief years, before his 
disappearance on Everest, Maria 
Coffey was the girlfriend of Joe 
Tasker. Although not a climber 
herself, Maria had been drawn 
into the social periphery of hard 
climbing through her eldest 
brother, Mick, and was not 
blinded by its glamour: only too 
well she knew the risks run by 
expedition mountaineers. Trips 
dominated their time together: 
K2, Everest in Winter, Kongur, 
Everest again. Even in the few 
weeks between expeditions, Joe 
would be writing or lecturing 
about them while preparing for 
the next one. It left little enough 
time for the romance to develop a 
settled pattern, and when he left 
for Tibet that last time their future 
was still undecided. This 
irresolution was one of the 
reasons why coming to terms 
with Joe's loss proved so difficult 
for Maria - that, and the 
inconclusiveness of not knowing 
how, exactly, he and his partner, 
Pete Boardman, met their deaths. 
Their bodies have never been 
found. Hilary Boardman, Pete's 
widow, suggested to Maria that 
they shou Id visit Everest Base 
Camp for themselves to help 
them to understand the tragedy. 

'If you won't come, I'll go alone,' 
she had said, but Maria hesitated. 
She found it hard to shake the 
feeling that Joe might not have 
approved. He did not hold with 
wives or girlfriends on 
expeditions - should she now, 
after his death, step into a part of 
his life that he had kept private 
from her? For Hilary, Maria could 
see it was different. Hilary and 
Pete had shared their love of 
mountains: nothing was more 
natural than that Hilary should 
want to go to Everest and see 
where Pete spent his last weeks. 

In the end, they went together. 
First Hilary took Maria climbing in 
the Alps, then they set off across 
Tibet with three other Europeans 
who were sharing the travel 
expenses. 'Hilary and I made poor 
companions - we were locked in 
our private world.' 

They visited the Kangshung 
Face and Rongbuk Base Camp, 
then made a quick dash up to· • 
ABC, before saying their private 
farewells at the memorial cairn. It 
had been a necessary stage in 
their grieving, but was still only 
the beginning of a long process. 
Back home, Maria attempted a 
fresh start in Derbyshire, only to 
find that her new life was still 
uncomfortably close to the old 
one. She moved again, this time 
to Canada, opting for anonymity 
in Vancouver, where in six 
months she only told two other 
people what had brought her 
there. 

Writing down everything she 
could recall of her time with Joe, 
every shift of emotion before and 
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after his death and throughout 
the pilgrimage to Tibet, was one 
way - perhaps the only way - of 
working through her grief and 
holding on to as much of him as 
was possible. There was no 
suggestion when Maria began 
this compulsive documentation 
that the product would ever 
become a book, or be shared with 
anyone else. The release of 
emotion, as the work progressed, 
was enormous - and physically 
very draining. To take the next 
step and publish it was not an 
easy decision. Baring personal 
and very intense feelings leaves 
you extraordinarily vulnerable, 
and there was always the danger 
that some of Joe's friends might 
see it as 'kiss'n'tell' capitalisation. 
The possible reaction, too, of 
Joe's family also bothered Maria. 
'I didn't know them very well; we 
had only met a couple of times at 
airports and places. I can only 
hope they take it in the spirit it was 
written.' 

Maria's book Fragile Edge is 
emotionally vivid, a fresh and 
powerful piece of writing. Her 
publishers brought her to Britain 
to publicise its launch. She 
appeared on radio and television, 
was interviewed by newspapers. 
The irony that Joe's death had 
brought her own life closer to his 
was not lost on her. As a climber's 
consort she had - like so many 
wives and lovers - waited and 
worried while her man went off to 
mountains; she saw him publish 
books and face the press. Now 
these had become part of her 
experience. 

One thing all the interviewers 
kept asking was had Joe and 
Pete's climb been foolhardy? 
Foolhardiness means different 
things to different people; it's an 
impossible question to answer. In 
the beginning, Maria could not 
bear to think of their deaths as a 
'tragic waste' - there had to be 
some 'meaning' for them. She still 
longs to know what really 
happened,butnowadayscan 
accept the possibility, which she 
resisted before, that they fell. 

'I always thought Joe would 
grow old. It's so sad that he 
should die when so much was 
opening up for him, with his film
making and writing.' 

Sometime during her own 
writing, Maria met and married 
Dag Goering, a Canadian 
veterinary scientist. Not a 
mountaineer. 'I always said I 
could never have a relationship 
with another climber - it has left 
me too fearful. But Dag goes 
scuba diving, and I went totally to 
pieces the day there was an alarm 
while he was down.' They have 
built a house on Protection Island, 
off the West Coast of British 
Columbia. To get to work on 
Vancouver Island, where she 
teaches part time in adult 
education, Maria goes by kayak. 
This summer she will take some 

Maria Coffey 

weeks off to try her hand at 
writing a novel. Dag's work might 
one day lead them abroad. It is a 
different life. She confesses to 
sometimes missing friends and 
the informality of the British 
climbing scene. 'But Hilary and I 
are still very close, although of 
course we don't see much of one 
another now.' 

Captain John Baptist Lucius Noel 
The death of Captain John Noel at 
the beginning of March, shortly 
after his 99th birthday, severed 
the last remaining link with the 
Everest expeditions of the 1920s. 
He had been official photographer 
and film-maker to both the 1922 
and 1924 'shows', although his 
connection with the mountain 
went back further even than that. 

Before the First War John Noel 
was a soldier with the East 
Yorkshire Regiment, stationed in 
Calcutta. Every summer, when 
his garrison retired from the heat 
of the plains into the hills, he 
would spend his annual leave 
wandering the border country of 
Sikkim, trying to find ways into 
forbidden Tibet. These forays 
were directed towards reaching 
Mount Everest. In 1913, with a 
small party of frontier hillsmen 
and himself disguised as 'a 
Mohammedan from India', he 
finally succeeded in crossing 
Chorten Nyima la, an unguarded 
pass to the north of . . 
Kangchenjunga, and making his 
way towards the Arun Valley -
and, he hoped, the eastern flanks 
of Everest. 

From the Lan bu La he was 

Captain Noel 
Maria Coffey 

rewarded with a splendid view of 
a chain of snowy peaks, but 
recognised them at once for being 
too near and too low to include 
Everest. He gave the names 
Ta rig ban (Long Knife) and Guma 
Raichu (Guma's Tooth) to the two 
most prominent in the group, and 
then, as the clouds shifted across 
the intriguing panorama, he 
glimpsed directly above the crest 
of his Ta rig ban, 'a glittering spire 
top of rock fluted with snow, 
which according to its magnetic 
bearing, could be none other than 
Everest itself'. 

Some 1,000 to 1,500 feet of the 
summit were visible and Noel 
estimated the mountain to be 60 
miles distant, though impassably 
cut off from him by the mountain 
wall between. He and his party 
tried skirting the barrier through 
the Tashirak Valley, but were 
forced back when they 
encountered hostile soldiery. 

'Within 40 miles, and nearer at 
· that time than any white man had 
been! I leave you to imagine my 
chagrin and disappointment,' 
wrote John Noel later in his 
Through Tibet to Everest.* 

By the time he had worked his 
way back to his regiment, he was 
two months overdue - a court 
martial offence. At this juncture· 
John Noel might very easily have 
been written out of all further 
Everest history, were it not for the 
intervention of another soldier
explorer with a long-standing 
fascination for the world's highest 
mountain. Sir Francis 
Younghusband, veteran of the 
'Mission' to Lhasa in 1903-4, took 



Captain John Noel and his 'Bloody Cinema' above Everest ABC in 1922. 

a personal interest in the young 
subaltern's illicit journey. When 
Noel apologised to his colonel for 
his lateness with the unlikely 
excuse that his calendar had been 
swept away during a river 
crossing, he was let off.with the 
curt injunction to be sure to take 
two calendars another time. 

Resourcefulness, gaining 
intelligence, escaping detection, 
and a highly individual approach 
to exploration - and its 
exploitation - are all features that 
were to recur over and again in 
Noel's story. After being taken 
prisoner by the Germans during 
WWI, he escaped and made his 
way through enemy lines to the 
coast by marching at night and 
drawing his bearings from the 
star Arcturus. In Persia, after the 
war, guarding oilfields against 
possible seizure by the 
Bolsheviks, he was sent on a 
horseback reconnaissance to the 
south of the Caspian Sea; Noel 
took with him a motion picture 
camera and used the opportunity 
to make a film about the caviar 
industry. Years later when 
attending the canonisation in 
Rome of St Bernadette, he 
concealed a small cine camera in 
his prayerbook and secretly 
filmed that ceremony. He worked 
in Intelligence for four years 
during WW2. 

John Noel's interest in 
mountains and photography 
went back to boyhood. His father
a famous soldier and military 
tactician - placed his son in school 
in Lausanne while he retired to 
Italy to write a history of 
Napoleon. The young Noel, with 
a friflnd, began skipping lessons 
to spend time skating and 
climbing. Already he knew and 
admired the work of the mountain 
photographer Vittorio Sella, and 
was heavily influenced by Herbert 
Ponting's film of Scott's last 
Antarctic expedition, which he 
considered the most successful 
documentary ever made. 'A 

hero's story! Ponting lectured 
with it at the Philharmonic Hall in 
London, where it ran for two and 
a half years. I went to hear him 
sixteen times. I was dippy about 
photography - and dippy about 
Ponting- but too shy in those days 
to talk to him.' 

Noel's artistic interest extended 
beyond photography. His mother 
was a distinguished painter of 
alpine flowers and with her 
encouragement Noel studied 
painting at an academy in 
Florence. His father, however, 
encouraged the boy towards a 
career as a soldier. Unable to get 
into the Indian Army, Noel chose 
a regiment in North India to be 
near the Himalaya. 'I had worked 
it out in my small mind that at a 
hot station, there wouldn't be too 
much military training to do. And 
that's how it proved. It was so hot, 
that for six months of the year, 
you cou Id not go out at the height 
of the day. You did some office 
work and the rest of the time you 
retired to your bungalow. I 
studied maps of the Himalayas 
and spent my four months' leave 
every year looking for a way to 
Mount Everest.' 

In 1919 Sir Francis 
Young husband was made 
president of the Royal 
Geographical Society, when he 
made no secret of his 
determination, while in office, to 
instigate a climbing expedition to 
Mount Everest. A necessary initial 
move was to secure the support 
of others known to share his 
Everest dream. Noel: 'Sir Francis 
invited me at least ten times to 
talks over lunch at the Traveller's 
Club. Afterwards, he would 
always say "Oh, Noel, see me 
down to Waterloo Station, will 
you?" Though many years older 
than me, he was a very fit man, 
and would walk so fast that I had 
to make excuses to stop and catch 
my breath. I would pretend I had 
to do up my bootlace, just to give 
me the chance to rub my thighs. I 
always got cramp if I walked too 

fast.' Noel was invited to present 
an account of his 1913 Tibetan 
journey to the Royal Geographical 
Society and selected members of 
the Alpine Club in March 1919. It 
was the prelude to the Everest 
'offensive', and although military 
duties made it impossible for Noel 
to take part in the 1921 
Reconnaissance, he advised on 
photographic matters, and by the 
following year had resigned his 
commission in the army in order 
to be free to travel with the next 
expedition. 

'The ever-present Noel', 'St 
Noel of the Cameras' was how 
leader General Bruce referred to 
him afterwards. 'There is no more 
thorough member of the the 
expedition than he is,' he said. At 
Base Camp Noel set up a 
darkroom in a specially-designed 
tent and developed 18,000 feet of 
film in nickel-silver lined plywood 
tanks, drying it over a yakdung 
fire. His specially-developed 
hand-made duralumin camera 
built by Newman Sinclair was 
based on the polar experience of 
his old hero, Herbert Ponting . It 
had jewel bearings, like a watch, 
so that there was no oil to freeze 
at low temperatures, and was 
insulated with rubber to prevent 
skin freezing to the metal surface. 
The lead climbers who had 
resisted the 'vulgarity', as they 
saw it, of film-making on the 
expedition were won over by 
Noel's assiduity and general 
good-neighbourliness on the 
mountain: he always greeted 
them after a climb with flasks of 
hot tea. His cameras he managed 
to get on to the North Col (23,000 
ft), which at that time was a height 
record for photography. 

In 1924, gambling on the hope 
that this time the mountain would 
be climbed, Noel planned an even 
more ambitious programme. He 
set up his own film company 
(shareholders included 
Young husband and the Aga 
Khan) and paid £8,000 outright to 
the Everest Committee for full 
photographic rights to the 
expedition. Noel was responsible 
for providing all his own 
equipment and filmstock, 
transporting it to Tibet, paying 
any photographic assistants he 
required, and for his processing 
costs. In return he was looking for 
an adventure film with sufficient 
public interest to break into the 
main cinema circuits. This time 
he did not intend developing on 
the mountain, but had a laboratory 
specially built in Darjeeling for the 
purpose. All exposed film was 
sent back by relays of horsemen 
in sealed containers and processed 
there by two photographic 
assistants who worked seven 
days a week over a period of four 
months producing film, lantern 
slides and fulfilling the 
expedition's obligations to supply 
pictures to The Times and other 
papers. 

In the short term, Noel's 
entrepreneurial venture was not 
the success he had hoped. The 
mountain was not climbed, his 
film com13any failed, and the 
'Dancing Lamas' that he brought 
from Tibet to enhance the 
'entertainment' provoked a 
diplomatic incident that put 
Everest off limits to mountaineers 
for almost a decade. However, the 
uniqueness of his film, with its 
tragic record of the loss of Mallory 
and Irvine, has ensured a 

continuing interest. Copies of 
both the 1922 and 1924films now 
reside with the National Film 
Archive, where sections are 
regularly sought for inclusion in 
modern documentaries. 

For many years Captain Noel 
toured with his Everest lecture, 
although this too got off to a shaky 
start. He was halfway across the 
Atlantic to fulfil his first 
engagement in the USA when the 
radio operator brought him a tele
cablegram forwarded on from 
England. 'Don't come,' it said. 'We 
can't get any bookings.' What was 
to do? 'I walked round the deck 
scratching my head. Should I buy 
a ticket home as soon as I landed 
in New York?' The next day the 
operator came with another 
message. 'Good God, what now? 
I thought, as I tore open the 
envelope. It said, "How soon can 
you land?" Not understanding, I 
wired New York. It turned out that 
a famous lecturer, Chapman 
Andrews, who had discovered 
dinosaurs, had fallen ill and could 
not keep his engagements. I was 
able to fill his place and crossed 
America coast to coast with my 
Everest lecture. There was 
enormous interest.' When colour 
photography rendered his 
pictures old-fashioned, Noel 
employed his artistic training to 
painstakingly hand-tint the whole 
collection. The colours have 
remained astonishingly 
permanent over fifty years; there 
has been none of the fading you 
expect from normal colour slides. 

Noel always took pride that in 
the First War he had fought 
against the Hun with 'the world's 
greatest army' (he survived two 
years on the Western Front in the 
thick of the fighting: Mons, Le 
Cateau, Ypres, Hill 60), and 
afterwards had been privileged to 
visit 'the world's greatest 
mountain with the stoutest band 
of pioneers'. His was indeed a 
remarkable record, and all of us 
lucky enough to have sat in his 
Kentish cottage watching the 
pictures roll and heard him tell of 
his adventures, will surely never 
forget the experience. To the end, 
he remained a consumate 
showman: his timing, his sense 
of the dramatic and the sonorous 
delivery perfected on many 
lecture platforms never wavered, 
even when his tall frame was bent 
double by age and arthritis. 'One 
day we'll solve the mystery ... 
find out what happened to those 
two boys [Mallory and Irvine]. A 
sad thing to me was that when 
they never came back, for a year 
afterwards young Andrew Irvine's 
father left the front door of his 
home open day and night in the 
hope that his son would return. 
[Pause.] He never did.' 

* Captain Noel's Through Tibet 
to Everest has recently been 
reissued by Hodder & Stoughton, 
and will be reviewed in our next 
issue. 

Diadem Books 
In an item in last issue's People, 
we failed to make it clear that 
behind Ken Wilson, often seen as 
the front-man of Diadem Books, 
is the supportive and 
indefatigable figure of Ken 
Vickers. Diadem Books was 
founded and is managed jointly 
by both Kens . Our apologies to 
Ken Vickers for the omission. 
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BOOKS 

Thin Air 
by Greg Child 
Patrick Stephens Ltd £12.95 

Thin Air is the story of three 
separate Himalayan expeditions : 
to Shivling in Garwhal, as part of 
an Anglo-Indian mountaineering 
seminar in 1981; to Lobsang Spire 
and Broad Peak in the Karakoram 
in 1983 with another large team of 
disparate individualists brought 
together by convenience rather 
than friendship; and to 
Gasherbrum IV in 1986 with a 
much smaller, carefully-chosen 
group of Americans and 
Australians. The expeditions 
represent a progression from 
Himalayan novice to seasoned 
campaigner, accompanied by a 
growing realisation that 'The 
challenge to us was not only the 
mountains we planned to climb 
but the way we would come to 
terms with one another's very 
different views on climbing and 
living.' 

It is a remarkable book, full of 
thoughts and reflection yet never 
indulging in excessive 
introspection, full of strong 
feeling yet never sentimental. 
There are some fascinating 
portraits of contemporary 
climbers. There is no malice, no 
barbed comment or implied 
criticism, only astute, humorous 
and often affectionate 
observation of his companions, 
people like Doug Scott, Georges 
Bettembourg, Roger Baxter
Jones and Alan Rouse, not to 
mention a wealth of new material 
to add to the Whillans legend . 

But what is most striking is the 
extent to which this book 
concerns itself with death. It is not 
morbid : on the contrary, the 
writing is racy, vivid and often 
amusing. But Child faces squarely 
the reali_ties of extreme climbing 
in the Himalaya, right from the 
start when he admits that 
compared with the climbs he has 
done on El Capitan 'Himalayan 
climbing seemed to narrow the 
margin for error to the width of a 
tightrope'. Part Ill opens with a 
dream: 

·1 see it clearly, a wall of snow, 
breaking up and rolling towarqs 
me, engulfing me in white chaos. 
Snow fills my mouth, my eyes, 
my ears and the cold relentless 
tide drags me down the mountain 
... I wake to the patter of rain on 
the window, the hiss of cars on 
slick roads, the wail of a distant 
burglar alarm.' 

Central to the book is the death 
of Pete Thexton on Broad Peak. 
Thexton and Child had not known 
each other before the trip but they 
struck up a friendship·on the walk
in (' \ felt at ease with Pete . There 
was no need to put on a front of 
mild bravado as with the others ' ) 
and had come closer on Lobsang 
Spire. The account of the tragedy 
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is moving, and frightening in its 
suddenness. At over 8000 metres, 
Child realises he is suffering from 
cerebral oedema, and must turn 
back. Thexton accompanies him 
down (others wou Id have pressed 
on for the summit alone), only to 
be stricken himself by pulmonary 
oedema. Despite a desperate 
descent through the night to their 
top camp, it is not far enough and 
Thexton dies early in the morning. 
'It is as terrible to lose a new friend 
as to lose an old one . . .' The book 
is dedicated to Thexton, and 
memories of him recur time and 
again through the third section, 
the ascent of Gasherbrum IV, 
even, hauntingly, on the descent: 

'I gather up my possessions 
distractedly, thinking over the 
dream, or hallucination, I'd just 
woken from . It had come to me in 
the snowcave first, then last night 
as well, in the small hours of the 
morning, the same sensation of 
someone familiar, an old friend, 
lying close to me, wrapping his 
arms around me, lending his 
warmth.' 

But if Thexton's is the only 
death described at first hand, the 
book is a roll-call of friends and 
acquaintances who have, all but 
Whillans, died in the mountains. 
Astonishing determination and 
stoicism are balanced by a 
humility that recognises the 
equally important part played by 
luck. Child and Rick White fall 
800ft down Shivling roped 
together, and get away with it. 
Two of their Indian companions 
are not so fortunate on Bhagirathi 
11, as other friends were not in 
Alaska . On Gasherbrum, events 
are counterpointed by those on 
K2 a few miles away. When 'acres 
of slab' settle beneath them 
without breaking loose, we are 
reminded that at that very 
moment two Americans are being 
engulfed on K2. When McArtney
Snape tumbles over backwards 
levering out a piton, the rope 
catches on a nubbin of rock and 
Child holds him with the poorest 
of boot-axe belays. Only a few 
days later, Maurice and Liliane 
Barra rd fall thousands of feet 
down K2. It seems appropriate · 
that the book should end with an 
account of the tragic finale 
enacted on K2 later that summer. 
Child concludes : 

'The mirror of hindsight would 
offer tempting reflections, 
perhaps even a few lessons. The 
simple fact was that in the 
Karakoram that year, among a 
heady, ambitious, inspiring 
setting, luck had swung fickle, 
letting some climbers escape with 
incredible follies, giving others 
no quarter at all. With the slim 
opportunities in the arctic-like 
weather, timing had been 
everything, yet timing, in the end, 
is nothing more than luck.' 

At times echoes whisper 
disturbingly down the pages. 
Georges Bettembourg, warm, 

Greg Child Winner 
Boysen on Saleki 

friendly, flamboyant, is killed by a 
stonefall whilst crystal-hunting 
near Chamonix; Bettembourg 
who had remarked' "You 'ave to 
watch out for yourself in the 
mountains. They are very 
beautiful, but," he says, grabbing 
my neck, making me jump in 
shock, "sometimes they sneak up 
from behind and -chop-you get it 
in the back of the neck." ' 
Bettembourg had just written his 
first book, The White Death. One 
remembers an earlier 
conversation in which Whillans 
comments on the number of his 
friends who have died after 
writing a book. 'The thought 
loomed like a sinister totem. 
Superstition, yes, but mountains 
are places in which to be 
superstitious', which takes one 
back to an incident on the descent 
of Lobsang Spire, when first a 
lammergeier and then a kestrel 
fly past: 

' "Have you ever heard that 
piece of old sea-faring lore about 
the third bird being a precursor to 
misfortune?" I say. 

' "\ didn't think you were the 
superstitious type," Pete says, 
laughing, then turns and starts 
down the rope. Behind him a 
black crow - the third bird - rises 
on an updraught. I open my 
mouth to tell him but then think 
better of it.' 

Theatrical, yes, but spine
chilling too . 

After Thexton's death on Broad 
Peak, Child declares'\ had learned 
the real rule of this beautiful, 
reckless, terrible game, the only 
rule : The mountains are beautiful 
but they are not worth dying for.' 
Yet within a year he is planning to 
return. He rationalises it as a sort 
of memorial to Thexton, whose 
idea it had been for them to climb 
the NW ridge of Gasherbrum IV 
together. Yet within the book, the 
acceptance of the close proximity 
of extinction is seen to be justified 
by the sheer intensity of those 
precarious days out on a limb, and 
the value of the friendships born 
of shared experience and shared 
suffering . The memorable 
moments - the jig on top of 
Shivling, the big hug at the foot of 
Lobsang, the view from the snow
cave on Gasherbrum - are not of 
individual triumph but of shared 
happiness. On the top of 
Gasherbrum, 'The obscure object 
of desire is reached, the worm 
within us is satisfied. Too 
exhausted for clever words we 
simply clasp one mittened hand 
in another, shake, gaze about us, 
and turn to our own thoughts. 
We'd gone beyond words two 
days ago, forced by necessity into 
a state in which we functioned as 
a single being . Now on the 
summit, that being, drunk with 
euphoria, felt suddenly as if it had 
merged with sky and mountain as 
well to become a single, 
elemental entity, like some rare 
particle, formed in an atom 

smasher, existent for a 
millisecond in time.' 

Such moments of ecstasy, and 
the friendships that endure 
beyond them, Child seems to be 
saying, are worth living - and 
dying - for. But, like all the best 
books, Thin Air offers no ready
made answers or easy solutions 
to 'the questions which have no 
answers'; only much to ponder. 

Rob Collister 

Beyond Everest. Ou est for the 
Seven Summits 
by Patrick Morrow 

Camden House (UK ciistrib. 
Cordee) £10.95 

The 8000 metre game invented by 
Reinhold Messner remains 
exclusive, not least because of the 
genuine high risk of death on the 
way. I am not sure that anyone 
has compiled a list of those who 
set out oi:i that pilgrimage, though 
any table of those who have done 
more than one or two such peaks 
includes many already dead and 
excludes aspirants who never 
made the starting line. Less 
difficult, though still expensive in 
time, money and effort was the 
quest to be first to climb the 
highest summits of the seven 
continental areas. Like the 8000 
metre game it is costly, and not 
surprisingly Patrick Morrow was 
pipped at the post by a version of 
it from the rich businessman Dick 
Bass, when he succeeded in 
_reaching the summit of Everest at 
55. Pat Morrow adopted a 
different view of what constituted 
Australasia's highest summit, 
adopting Carstensz Pyramid in 
Indonesia at 16023 feet/4884m 
instead of Bass's Kosciusko (7310 
feet/2228m). Such esoterica could 
mean little to most people, and in 
consequence Pat Morrow had a 
harder time raising sponsors for 
the final part of his programme. 

That would not have mattered, 
perhaps, but for Antarctic's 
Vinson . At 16067 feet/4897m this 
is most expensive and difficult to 
reach, to the extent that few 
climbers could ever afford it from 
their own resources. This puts the 
seven summits game into a 
special category of rich persons' 
club even beyond that involving 
the peak fees in the Himalaya. 

For all that, Patrick Morrow 
writes with enthusiasm and 
photographs with discrimination, 
opening up visions of the dream 
to the most of us who are 
excluded from it not by intrinsic 
climbing difficulty but by lack of 
time and by the large costs 
involved. This is not to say that 
any competent mountaineer 
would necessarily succeed on this 
itinerary with unlimited cash . It is 
quite evident that there are many 
other potential pitfalls on the way. 



Personally I enjoyed the 
accounts of the earlier climbs, not 
least for the insight into the 
workings of the 1970s Calgary 
scene into which so many of my 
sixties friends disappeared at one 
time or another. The curious 
hegemony of the British 
expatriates in that world is here 
examined by a native Canadian. 
Though individual foibles are 
criticised, as in the tangle over 
Roger Marshall's involvement as 
leader of the Canadian Everest 
expedition leading up to his 
sacking by Bill March, Morrow's 
stance always seems to be that 
the objective must overrule 
individualistic excess. With very 
large projects like Everest there is 
something in this, though it 
strikes me as extraordinary that 
the British climbers who went to 
Calgary were some of the most 
markedly anarchic of what used 
to be an extremely individualistic 
climbing community in Britain. 

Ultimately the more 
conventional, like Rustie Baillie, 
Bill March or Speedy Smith, come 
to the fore, to face their alter egos: 
Roger Marshall, the Burgess 
twins, and the even more exotic 
Calgary climbers who were not 
part of the later ventures, either 
by choice, because they were 
already dead, or because they 
were unlikely to fit Air Canada's 
stuffy corporate image. 

Patrick Morrow rarely indulges 
too much in the invective which 
remained after these affrays. A 
straightforward enthusiasm and 
obvious strength as a 
mountaineer and skinny skier 
seem to have largely purged him 
of that. Only occasionally has he 
been wounded by the seeming 
disloyalty of fellow expeditioners, 
or by the frustration when Dick 
Bass's financial spaceship passed 
him by. Loyalty and Canada seem 
to retain a symbiosis, which is no 
bad thing, but the author should 
be as well aware as anyone that at 
the publicised front of 
mountaineering, money talks. 
Much as we might wish it did not, 
he too has played the same game. 

The book is in a large paperback 
format, which gives some scope 
for the author's photography and 
a clear typeface. The writing 
varies with high points of drama, 
some interesting through themes 
and some non sequiturs and west 
coast feelings that mean little to 
me. Spellbinding, well maybe not, 
but the photographs might begin 
to compare with Galen Rowell. 
That is saying quite a lot. 
Paul Nunn 

Ganz Oben (Right on Top) 
by Mischa Saleki 
Athenaeum 

I first heard Don Whillans tell of 
Mischa Saleki; he described him 
as Mad Mischa - an oddball 

Iranian now living in Germany. 
They had climbed together on 
Tirich Mi rand Everest South West 
Face - not without bizarre 
incident. 

I was interested to hear some of 
these same accounts from the 
other side. Indeed it seems that 
Mischa is a true eccentric and he 
has written a strange but 
compulsively good read. The 
book is entirely concerned with 
Mischa's obsession - Cho Oyu. He 
has attempted it some 24 times 
and climbed it four times - all from 
the Tibetan side and without 
permission. 

In the course of these many 
attempts Mischa ruminates about 
his own life and philosophy. He 
digs back into his past offering 
illuminating glimpses of incidents 
which have affected him. He is 
rather disenchanted with the 
human race - as long as he is on 
his own everything goes fine - as 
soon as he is involved with others, 
things go wrong. He is let down 
by his partner on a film making 
venture; 'friends' take advantage 
of him and use his equipment and 
eat all his food on the mountain; 
various inadequate climbers 
perish; Chinese troops seek out 
and destroy his by now almost 
permanent base camp. 

The last incident is the most 
intriguing - a confrontation with 
Messner. Messner was seeking to 
climb the mountain - one of his 
last 8000m peaks. Unfortunately 
there was only one obvious route 
- from the Tibetan side. Messner 
did not have permission for this 
and he was pissed offthat Mischa 
did not bother with permits. 
Moreover he did not want to be 
observed should they also 
indulge in a little illicit border 
crossing. A race follows - Mischa 
hurtles off from Kathmandu back 
to Cho Oyu, slips over the border 
and encounters - guess who? 
Mischa makes no bones about 
what he thinks of Messner's 
supposed ascent of the South 
West Ridge. A picture of the ridge 
is titled 'There are mountaineers 
who maintain they have climbed 
this ridge in alpine style.' 

Mischa Saleki describes himself 
as a pilgrim - certainly there is a 
strange and unreal quality about 
his relentless quest in search of 
himself. To my great surprise I 
was moved at times by his account 
and I enjoyed the book a lot. 
Martin Boysen 

Hanging In The Balance 
by Andy Miller 
Published Privately 

I never know when it's going to 
come .. . I may take a chance and, 
say, buy irises. Perfect as stained 
glass in their emerald buds it 
begins to look like I feared. Then 
unexpected cracks, ink-blue lines, 

thin as pectorals. And three days 
later a school of tropical colours 
transforms the dining table, and 
conversation floats. What if I 
really learn Italian I think to 
myself. Or, take you for instance, 
suddenly plucking a word - like a 
hair - from your tongue, one you 
never knew was there, even 
though the junk talk stuck: 'levin', 
'illapse', 'stultiloquence', 'stum'. 
Or giving up weight-training in 
favour of joining an Amnesty 
group ... Who can say when or 
how hope springs? 

Today, like a ray of sunlight, a 
small book has landed on my 
desk: Hanging In The Balance, by 
Andy Miller. It may already be a 
collector's item. Is there a Ms 
Stein in Buxton I wonder, who 
suspects she may have a not so 
young, earnest, Hemingway 
under her wing, one who may be 
capable of ringing bells for those 
with their feet on the ground, as 
well as climbers? For there is a 
breath of humanity in this book, a 
sense of cerebration that is 
celebration, celibate and bonding, 
like water pooling while on its 
way. No hypescript, work in 
progress. 

Having this book in my hands 
for half an hour was like sitting on 
the grass with my back leant 
against a tree. It made me sway. 
And most of the time the author 
knew better than to drop apples 
of insight onto my. head, those 
wooden, wordy solemnities 
Drummond can lapse into. Not 
for the sticklers this book, nor 
those on the up and up. It's the 
down and ins who'll appreciate 
that to read it is to dive in and out 
of the expected, to swim and 
climb at the same time. Like real 
climbing I can't say it's perfect, as 
if you want to stay dry then to be 
put off by the Derby and Joan skit 
on the back cover; for the story 
from which is has been parodied, 
'Christmas Alone - A Beginner's 
Guide' is alert, and unencumbered 
by the dead hand of Disney. 

Why The Final Sacrifice? Search 
you. 

Ed Drummond 

Boulder Climbs North 
By Richard Rossiter 
Chockstone Press $19.95 

Alfred Armaud Montapert gained 
a measure of fame by saying, 
'Little effort, little result; Big 
effort, big result. It's as simple as 
that.' Without a doubt, it took an 
enormous effort to produce 
Boulder Climbs North. 

This is not a 'new' guidebook, 
and Rossiter is no neophyte 
author. Far from it. Boulder 
Climbs North is actually the first 
part of a completely overhauled 
5th edition of earlier home-spun 
productions collectively known as 

Boulder Guide 

The Pictorial Guides. Throughout 
the years, Rossiter has 
established himself as Boulder's 
reliable source of climbing 
knowledge (he only recently left 
his position as Eldorado Canyon's 
veteran Head Park Ranger). In 
addition, Rossiter continues to 
receive steady acclaim as an artist 
of exquisite talent. 

This book is a deft and sensitive 
blend of graphics and aesthetics 
that are brought into focus by 
Rossiter's infatuation with art and 
Eastern mysticism. Rossiter's 
topos are known for their 
merciless clarity, exemplary use 
of 'empty space', and sweeping 
Oriental grace that compels the 
reader-turned-art-viewer to 
explore whichever crag is 
pictured. Rossiter gives us far 
more than dry, mechanical text 
and slipshod photos. His 
publisher has sensed this mastery 
and allowed Rossiter the space for 
his elaboration. Wisely, however, 
the book is not drenched with too 
much Sumi Ink; 60 photographs 
(including a stunning cover shot) 
give balance to the fine-line 
drawings. 

Despite collapsing under the 
narcissistic whims of Boulder's 
'First Free Ascent' society (which 
now includes everyone and their 
Fraternity brother) by publishing 
the names of such 'pioneers', 
Rossiter has retained a Haiku 
essence. He consciously and 
consistently minimizes the 
written word and emphasizes the 
geologic image. The text he does 
keep is well placed and coherent. 
The commentary comes at the 
front of the book and can be easily 
bypassed if one is concerned with 
only route and trail descriptions. I 
do suggest, however, a reading of 
his 'Environmental 
Considerations', and also the 
section entitled, 'On Fixed 
Protection', which is perhaps 
most apropos to what Rossiter 
himself calls, 'the claustrophobic 
masses of participants'. Rossiter 
has an excellent sense of humour 
which is vital in the egotistically 
fierce first ascent and bolting 
battles that trademark this region. 
A former Green beret, Rossiter 
uses his elegant, mature wit as 
weaponry to illuminate cleverly 
the most unspoken lines of 
thought. 

But really now, does the already 
route-pregnant Boulder area need 
this guide? Evidently. Publisher 
George Meyers (Yo!jemite 
Climbs) told me that 
'conservatively' there are about 
800 routes in this book. Eight 
hundred routes! Has Boulder lost 
its lycra-clad mind? I wonder how 
many routes Boulder Climbs 
South (which includes Eldorado 
Canyon) will have? Already the 
main trail heads into the foothills 
are becoming gridlocked by the 
bolt-and-quickdraw set. Where 
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yesterday a cheerfu I path 
slumbered into the pristine 
Flatirons, today lies an 
expressway full of businesslike 
rockmongers hurrying towards a 
landscape of 5.13's and beyond. 
Even the 'older' crags like Castle 
Rock and the Blob Rock massif are 
depicted with fresh, full-metal 
acne. Tiny 0oulders that John Gill 
may not have even bothered with 
have now been pounced upon, 
named, force-fed bolts, and 
otherwise adorned with a type of 
arrogance far larger than th_e rock 
itself. Can the Boulder granite 
flinch indefinitely? 

Evidently. 
Steve Ilg 

A Century on the Crags 
by Alan Hankinson 
Dent, 7988, £16.00 

Some media interviewers have 
what can only be described as an 
'unfortunate manner'. When the 
interviewer is skilled, this acerbic 
style can result in something 
riveting . When however the 
interviewer is merely abrasive he 
can shut down things as 
effectively as lowering control 
rods into an atomic reactor. 

Take a case in point : Alan 
Hankinson, researching this book 
('the splendid story of 
outstanding rock climbers of each 
generation; their personalities, 
motives, friendships, rivalries and 
disputes'), calls on Jim Birkett. 
Jim, who does not suffer fools 
gladly, begins-so his son Bill tells 
me - by saying he thinks too many 
history books are being written 
on Lakeland climbing. 'Let me,' 
Mr Hankinson is reported to have 
said, 'be the judge of that. I'll do 
the writing, you stick to the 
climbing .' 

We can only guess how the 
interview continued from there, 
but I believe it was brief. 'I hear 
you drink a lot,' was the opening 
Hankinson gambit to another 
climber - again not the best way 
to enlist the wholehearted co
operation from a stranger who 
you hope will help you. Several 
other people visited by the author 
spoke of the brevity of these · 
meetings. 

' It was as if,' says one, 'he had 
al ready decided what to write. But 
he was doing his rounds of 
interviews so that he could be 
seen to be appearing to do the 
business. He asked the daftest 
things.' 

There are two points here : 
doesn't a judge ask the most 
asinine-sounding questions with 
the express purpose of getting 
everything straight ori record'. Mr 
Hankinson may have been doing 
just this, and for that we should 
give him the benefit of the doubt. 

Secondly, isn't it what writers 
are supposed to do on occasion? 
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Frame their pieces to a 
preconceived plan before they 
actually see the people who fill 
them in on the details? The 
answer is : it has been known . In 
this respect Mr Hankinson does 
not fal I down. The book is cleverly 
written, and lacks for only two 
things - soul and, to some extent, 
accuracy. 

Rick Graham says after flicking 
through Century in his Rock & Run 
shop : 'This book isn't about a 
century on the crags at all. It's a 
rehash of other books with a bit 
added on the end. You get a better 
idea of Lakeland climbing history 
reading the historical notes in Fell 
& Rock guidebooks.' As ifto 
forestall such opinion, Century's 
blurb states : 'But this is more than 
the book of the film' (Channel 4's 
documentary A Century on the 
Crags) . Is it? It strikes-you very 
quickly this is a commercial 
venture helping to milk the TV link 
to the final drip. 

When a historical record Is noc 
up to the mark in contemporary 
events, you wonder about its 
credibility. So what are weto think 
when we read about Tom 
'Wallington ' (rather than 
Walkington), see a caption of Paul 
Cornforth on 150ft E5 6c 
Superdupont at Chapel Head 
(when in actual fact it is 90ft E6 6c 
Super Duper Dupont) and view 
two photos (of Cornforth and 
Martin Atkinson) wrong way up? 

Jim Cameron, the Coniston 
guide, it is claimed, 'was always 
cheerful and confident' . Even dear 
Jim might have disagreed here. 
He could be quite testy. When 
Pete Moffat, the Seascale 
cragsman, was on top of CB's 
Great Flake, his girl companion , 
still on the Oval, called down to a 
passing Cameron - 'Do you think I 
can do this, Jim?' 'Certainly not! ' 
was the guide's reply. 'He should 
never have taken you up there.' 
The lass was so psyched-up that 
poor Pete had to down-climb the 
pitch - and the route . 

Paul Ross is irritated by this 
book. 'He (Mr Hankinson) seems 
to have a rather biased opinion of 
my era . What he's written I think 
is rather snide. He has me 
swinging round like a monkey 
chipping at the rock to make 
spikes, although this holds
chipping incident only occurred 
on one of my 80 new routes in the 
Lakes. He just hasn't mentioned 
any of my breakthrough routes -
like the Lakes' first 5c (Post 
Mortem). 

'Another thing wrong is he has 
me going to the States to seek my 
fortune, giving the impression I'd 
stopped climbing while Allan 
Austin continued.' In actual fact 
Ross put up over 100 new climbs 
in America, including one girdle 
(of Cannon Mountain, N.H.) 
which , at 6000ft long, surpassed 
all his. British footage. 

Paul also feels that the author 

has made too much use of a 
previous interview by John Porter 
for the Leeds University Climbing 
Club Journal. 'John interviewed 
me at drunken parties, then said 
he couldn't understand the tape 
and could he make some of the 
interview up. How was I to know 
one day it would be reprinted in 
that Jim Perrin book (Mirrors in 
the Cliffs)? It was just a laugh at 
the time for a college rag. I said 
OK. Now every quote is taken as 
gospel by historical writers .' 

A Century on the Crags deals 
only skimpily with the climbing 
scene today. By far its bulk is 
taken up with material from the 
archives - including three pictures 
of Napes Needle: The blurb does 
say the book 'will appeal 
enormously not only to climbers 
but to everyone interested i•n 
sporting adventure and the 
complexities of human conduct.' I 
prefer the other recent book on 
Lakeland climbing, Cumbrian 
Rock by Trevor Jones and Geoff 
Milburn. It is not without flaws, 
but it is a book written for climbers 
by climbers. 
Tony Green bank 

The Outdoor Athlete 
by Steve Ilg 
Cordillera Press (UK distrib. by 
Cordee) £8.95 

'Total training for the outdoor 
athlete' is what it says on the 
sleeve. On reading this I was 
ready to shelve the book along 
with such classics as Speak 
Japanese in One Day, Lose 
Weight by Eating More and DIY 
Frontal Lobotomy. Something 
caught my eye. I hesitated . Steve 
Ilg? Was that the same Steve Ilg 
whom I met a few years ago in 
some tacky disco in Boulder, 
Colorado? Further investigation 
told me that it was. I began to 
read . . . 

The book is split into three parts 
plus appendices. Part one is titled 
The Beginning Culmination, a 
perplexing statement and one 
that for me set the theme of the 
whole book. It is subdivided into 
five sections which introduce 
many of the basics of physical 
training. In these sections Ilg 
makes some valid points and 
most of the fundamentals of 
training are there. These are, 
however, so wrapped up in an 
ambiguous text that even with a 
few years of physiology behind 
me and an American-English 
dictionary close at hand ·I 
sometimes found it hard to 
decipher just what Ilg was trying 
to say. In an effort to spice an 
already flavoursome text, Ilg has 
included a diverse selection of 
quotes which he has sprinkled 
liberally throughout the book. If 
these were included to add a 

certain je ne sais quoithey 
certainly succeed . Far too many 
have been incorporated with the 
result that rather than adding to 
the text they detract from it. 

Exercise Prescriptions and 
Illustrations is the title of part two. 
Here things pick up a little. Ilg 
introduces the theory of periodised 
training. He then goes on to 
prescribe a selection of regimes 
aimed at broad topics such as 
gaining strength and getting lean. 
To conclude this part Ilg presents 
programs which he has tailored 
to cater for specific outdoor 
activities. Of interest to readers of 
this magazine might be the 
sections on General Mountaineer
ing, Backpacking , Climbing, 
Skiing and Hiking. On the whole 
this section was good ; however it 
was marred at certain points. 
When addressing Elbow 
Tendonitis (medial epicondylitis) 
for example, which is certainly a 
common climbing injury, we are 
told its aetiology is attributable to 
a single factor, which is nonsense. 
This, and the all too brief 
treatment of some other 
importaflt subjects, casts doubt 
on the amount of research Ilg had 
actually done before writing this 
book. 

Part three is entitled Exercise 
Essentials: Training Movements, 
which means exercises, and here 
most of the exercises prescribed 
in part two are outlined . Many are 
accompanied by photographs, 
which are of help when trying to 
unravel what you need to do to 
have calves like race horses (p. 
188). This section, in conjunction 
with part two, will provide the 
uninitiated with some useful 
·information. 

Three appendices mark the end 
of the book. Appendix A, A 
Reflection of One Exercise Guru 's 
Diet, is streaked with Boulder 
faddism, self indulgent and not 
required . Appendix Bis a glossary 
of training terms which is useful 
to the layman . Appendix C is a 
booklist which contains some 
useful texts. 

Overall, for a book that 
professes to be a guide to total 
training , The Outdoor Athlete falls 
short. It contains the basics of 
training but disguises them in an 
overly verbose text which often 
confuses the issue. The basis for 
any such book must be 
methodical research; coaching 
may be an art, but the foundation 
of physical conditioning is science 
and there is no room in science 
for ambiguity and faddism. 
Craig Smith 

North Devon and Cornwall 
by lain Peters 
Climbers Club (UK distrib. by 
Cordee) £9.95 

It's out! After delays and counter 
delays, North Devon and that area 



of Cornwall excluding West 
Penwith have a guidebook at last. 

There have been other guides 
of course, but these have always 
covered only part of the area and 
were often interim measures 
produced on tight financial 
budgets. 

This, though, is in the mould of 
the modern guidebook. 
Spectacular cover photos and 
colour plates inside give a good 
idea of the wealth of good 
climbing in the area and 
commendably clear crag 
diagrams and maps should 
ensure that even the most 
cartogra+ihically inept climbers 
are able to locate their chosen 
crag and climb. 

In fact Don Sargeant's efforts in 
this respect deserve special 
mention; some of the sea cliff 
crag photographs must have 
required considerably more than 
just photographic skills. The wild 
seas visible in the foreground of 
the shot of the Vault area at Carn 
Gow/a surely give only a marginal 
indication of the nautical 
challenges which had to be faced. 

Although the area is 
geographically extensive and 
geologically varied, I am left with 
the feeling that lain Peters has 
checked every crag personally. 
His descriptions are colourful and 
written with a depth of feeling 
only possible from someone who 
has a close affinity with the area 
and total commitment to the job 
in hand. His association with the 
area stretches back over many 
years and having the late Admiral 
Keith Lawder, one of the first 
climbers active in the area, as a 
grandfather, has enabled him to 
include numerous snippets of 
historical information which 
would otherwise have been lost. 

The end result is a guide that is 
virtually faultless in terms of 
technical content. It clearly 
describes where the crags are, 
accurately shows the lines of the 
routes and provides all the 
background information that you 
could possibly need to know. 

My only criticisms, then, relate 
to matters of minor importance 
and certainly do not affect the 
overall usefulness of the guide. 

Firstly, my feeling is that there 
are too many trivial exaggerations 
which, when combined, are in 
danger of giving the impression 
t~at North Coast climbing is 
virtually unjustifiable. Referring 
to cliffs such as Tintagel as 'steep, 
falling directly into a turbulent 
sea, impossible to view from 
above or below and with an 
overpowering sense of isolation ' 
seems designed to conjure up an 
excessively intimidating 
atmosphere for a relatively solid 
and sunny crag. The point is 
further emphasised on the cliffs 
around Boscastle where the use 
of terminology such as 'appears 
to be falling down' (Willa park) and 
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'conveniently situated near to the 
graveyard at Morwenstowe' 
(Henna Cliff) seem a trifle overt he 
top, even ifthey are written in jest. 

Considering that E gradings on 
established classics such as 
America and II Duce seem to have 
been increased (wrongly in my 
opinion) due to the ' North Coast 
Factor', these additional 
'warnings' do seem rather 
excessive. 

The other point that caused me 
some irritation is the unique 
'Alternative Graded List' . 
Although written tongue in cheek 
this list seems to me to be a 
complete waste of time. It ranges 
from SF 0 for the most dangerous 
lines (SF standing for Survival 
Factor) to SF 5 for the safest. 
Listing the easy way down at 
Compass Point as the most 
dangerous SF 0 route and the 
horrific Tourist at Beeny as an 
average SF 2 line seems amply to 
demonstrate that the list is 
entirely meaningless. 

Nevertheless these are minor 
points; basically the guide is 
extremely good. It is clear, 
informative and a fine monument 
to a tremendous effort by the 
author. Buy it and explore the 
rarely frequented but rewarding 
gems of this unique area. 
Mick Fowler 

Staffordshire Gritstone 
compiled by Gary Gibson 
BMC, Distrib. by Cordee, £9.95 

In the eight years since the last 
guide the face of Staffordshire 
climbing has altered considerably, 
with a host of new desperates 
being recorded on these most 
beautiful of gritstone crags. 

The guide is a significant 
improvement on its predecessor 
in many ways, not just the fact 
that there are more excruciating 
pebbles to pull on and more 
routes to tick. 

It has all the 'mod cons' of the 
new breed of Peak guides, 
improvements which were 
introduced in the Peak Limestone 
series and have become 
something of a formula for 
success : a colour cover, abundant 
quality colour and monochrome 
pictures within and a detailed first 
ascent list. 

It is a good 'user-friendly' guide 
with no faults that I can spot, but 
because this high quality is now 
'par for the course' it is ironically 
somewhat unremarkable. It is 
difficult to see what significant 
innovations and improvements 
could be made, perhaps 
experimentation with style could 
be fostered as the modern Peak 
guides have acquired something 
of a production line look. This isn 't 
a criticism so much as an obvious 
comment with this guide following 
so closely on the heels of the 

latest Moorland Gritstone 
volume. 

The guide is well written : 
Viv ienne Smith 's history is 
particularly readable and the 
various area writers add their own 
spice to the descriptions. 

The frontispiece picture of 
Doug is a classic and if you hurry 
and catch him before he leaves 
(seemingly a very protracted 
process!) you too might be 
fortunate enough to get his 
autograph - Doug-Lord & King of 
the Roaches! You never know it 
may be worth a fortune one day 
when he becomes Prime Minister. 
He will be sadly missed. 

It is also interesting to see 
photographic evidence that 
somebody has made it back alive 
from the esoteric jungles of the 
Churnet Valley, an area which 
adds an intriguing aspect to this 
guide. It is, however, the subtly 
hued, compact gritstone of the 
area, with its varied and 
magnificent climbs on jutting 
roofs and pure slabs that confirms 
Paul Nunn's comment : 'The best 
gritstone climbing in Derbyshire 
actually lies in Staffordshire.' 
John Allen 

High Alaska. A Historical Guide to 
Denali, Mount Foraker and Mount 
Hunter 
by Jonathan Waterman with 
route photographs by Bradford 
Washburn 
American Alpine Club $35.00 

How often has the plan to go to 
Alaska surfaced, been brushed 
off, scrutinized and slipped back 
in the drawer since the first time, 
two decades ago. If work 
commitments could be defeated 
occasionally to visit Asia, they 
proved intractable in student 
examination time, essential for 
this region, even when it was 
preparation for Everest. 
Waterman's book on the area 
begins with the greatest of 
advantages, a reader hooked. 

It has another good fortune. 
Whereas a book on the-Baltoro or 
Baffin would excite critical 
nitpicking around every detail , 
High Alaska suffers no such 
disadvantage with me. It panders 
to me as a climber, as a sucker too 
for its magnificent pictures, as a 
lover of the wilderness. Details of 
who did what are there, and (of 
most value) bold typefaces, 
strong colour and contrasty black 
and white photos are what this 
book is about for me. It evokes a 
wilderness, a sense of personal 
longing, to climb the Cassin in 
1969, or again, briefly, in 1986. 

The book describes forty-three 
routes in great detail and, 
illustrates them all generously. It 
is correct for the publishers to 
claim that it is essential for all 
those planning a trip to these 

mountains. It also traces the 
history of ascents in careful detai l 
and brings to life the 
uncompromising might of these 
arctic massifs in a manner more 
striking to me than anything I 
have seen in print before. 

In a short review it is difficult to 
conjure up its power : 400 pages, 
32 in full colour, over 100 black 
and whites, well printed , useful 
maps, appendices, a 
bibliography. It seems to me that 
great mountains simply deserve 
this generous treatment, this 
celebration. Their reality brings to 
us such extremes of joy and pain , 
that we ought not to dilute their 
representation or tolerate the 
second-rate. Waterman, armed 
with his evident deeply-felt 
reverence for this place as 
mountaineer and park ranger, has 
served his subject well. 

High Alaska is a must for all 
devotees of mountain writing . It 
echoes a host of climbing epics, 
obsessions, successes and 
defeats. Its pages also feature 
many of world mountaineering's 
greatest names, not a few of 
whom will not return to Talkeetna . 
Paul Nunn 

Alpine Climbing 
John Barry 
Crowood Press £14.95 

In an area that has been the 
preserve of the continentals, John 
Barry seems to have produced the 
first British manual devoted 
exclusively to alpine climbing . 
Margaret Thatcher will be proud 
that one of her admirers has 
foreseen the coming of 1992 and 
taken up the challenge! A good 
job done well too - the nuts and 
bolts of alpine climbing . You 
won 't find pictures of the author 
floating elegantly on ladders 
composing his centre of gravity 
(although there are some 
inelegant ones of him hanging on 
a rope from a strangely graffitied 
bridge) or weighty passages on 
the aesthetics of freezing your 
nuts off on bivouacs. The centre of 
gravity seems to come in the 
writing itself. The self proclaimed 
arrogance or ascribed humour 
just aren't there in any great 
measure. Where to go and what to 
do are the order ofthe day. All the 
usual stuff is there and seems to 
be described neatly in word and 
picture. 

Barry's alpine wdrld is set firmly 
in the pre-Pio/a age, but I would 
suspect that most of the book's 
readers would see it that way too. 
Although he would seem to place 
his alpine world from twenty 
thousand feet downwards, I 
would also suspect that most 
readers are about to embark on a 
first trip to the European alps. As 
such it is essential reading. 
Ed Grindley 

47 



LETTERS 

Hillary Mis-Step 
from Harish Kapadia 

Dear Sir, 
The recent publication of the 

book Rima, A Mountain on the 
Silk Road by Peter Hillary (Hodder 
and Stoughton) raises questions 
about one-sided mountaineering 
literature. Lately it seems 
fashionable to criticise the 
bureaucracy in this part of the 
world for the problems created by 
the climbers themselves. Worse, 
you write a book criticising others, 
and remain quiet about all the 
problems you have created. 

This book is a classic example 
of such one-sided presentation, 
ignorance of the area and 
misrepresentation. Churning out 
such literature seems to be easy. 
The author is called 'the first 
foreigner in 40 years' in the area. 
If this means 'first white man' -
then he is to be reminded that it is 
a long time since the Raj ended. If 
this implies a 'man of knowledge', 
Peter shows far less of it than the 
last visitor 40 years ago - who, to 
his misfortune, was Eric Shipton . 
In this area many Indian army 
officers, administrators, men of 
science (geologists, surveys, 
archaeologists), even wives of 
these officers have travelled in 
the last two decades, written 
about it and published books and 
articles. 

But it is evident that he has not 
done any homework at all. 
Despite the book's sub-title, this 
is notthe Silk Road (though silk 
was traded). There are many books 
on the Silk Road passing far to the 
north across Central Asia. Peter 
sees Yarkand and Tien Shan (at 
least 300km away), Baltoro and 
Siachen (across 7000m Rima 
wall) and even borders of Russia 
and Afghanistan (thank God not 
the Mujahadeen!). 

Narrating the story of the trip, 
he complains of delays at Leh, but 
he does not mention that his team 
kept changing till the last day. The 
route was changed at Leh 
because Peter had no idea of 
which route he wanted to follow 
in the first place. Bureaucrats are 
of course around to blame for his 
own lack of planning. The Army is 
blamed for their high-handedness 
- but he does not mention all the 
arrogance and the foul language 
he unleashed on them, violation 
of all the rules and norms of 
decency, and the ridicule of all 
Indian members. His stereo blasts 
out punk music at high decibels 
without a thought to the 
sensitivities of the Indians, but he 
objects to a Hindi song which to 
him is 'like a whining cat'. While 
he remembers Ann back in 
Australia (within two months of 
separation), there is no thought of 
the army officer in the area who is 
away from his family for over a 
year - no, he must be ridiculed. 

His attempts at being an explorer 
are ridiculous. A lost cricket ball 
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resulting in the discovery of a 
5000 year old painting! (There are 
books of the Archaeological 
Survey of India. They 
systematically tabulate all the 
inscriptions in the area.) The 
history of the entire Central Asian 
trade thrust upon us by talking to 
one Ladakhi - that too through an 
interpreter. A good day at the 
library would have given him far 
more genuine details. 

The book covers a fascinating 
area with good pictures. But the 
final climb fails miserably, due to 
the poor weather, poor climnbers, 
but mostly because of bad inter
relationships. Indian members 
inflamed by the naughty boy 
Peter go down, even using the 
excuse of an astrologer's 
warning. The leader is brushed 
aside whenever he rightfully 
decides to take charge. Only two 
foreigners are climbers, the other 
two are busy protecting their wife 
and girl friend below. Mountains 
do not relent to such a team, 
certainly not Rima. The climb is 
abandoned and again it is 
convenient to blame the Indians. 
Peter does not mention that the 
leader, Col Prem Chand (a very 
experienced and safe 
mountaineer), had called off the 
climb, which he chose to ignore. 
Hence the rest of the team went 
down - not deserted - as he claims. 
But he remains quiet about the 
'calling off'. Next they are lined up 
and their films confiscated by the 
army. He does not say that it was 
agreed before the expedition to 
submit all the films for scrutiny. 
The team 'smuggled' out films 
before, and worse, boasted about 
it at Leh saying that they would 
hand them over to the CIA! The 
buggers got what they finally 
deserved . 

The last episode about the LO 
threatening Peter with a gun is of 
course true. But shouldn't it be 
mentioned that the LO was baited 
throughout the trip with the most 
foul language by Peter and Co. 
which on the final day provoked 
him to do what he did. 

Such one-sided literature by 
acts of omission tries to 
perpetuate the myths of the 
hardship faced by foreigners, 
even when they are self-created. 
There have been many excellent 
joint ventures and when the other 
side behaves as Peter did, surely 
he should be challenged . In fact 
back in Delhi he hid under his 
father's umbrella (Sir Edmund 
Hillary is an Ambassador); 
authorities were so aroused that 
if he had not done so he wouldn't 
have been let off easily. 

Do not the authors have a duty 
to check such bullshit literature? 
What is the remedy for such one
sided presentation? What can the 
other side do to correct the 
records? 

Thank God, we do not have an 
Ayatollah here, He would have 
given a call to confiscate Peter's 

Holes in No-Go Zone 

climbing shoes and pen! 

Yours sincerely 
Harish Kapadia 
Bombay, India 

Minitruth 
from Doug Buchanan 

Dear Sir, 
For your readers in the US: We 

are dismayed by the increasing 
effectiveness of the '1984' style 
system which is keeping most US 
climbers ignorant of events 
important to the.m. 

In a large, page 5 advertisement 
in the Mar/April 1989 issue of Rock 
& Ice (US), the American Alpine 
Club made self-flattering daims 
which included its claim to be 
assisting American expeditions 
venturing to Antarctica. 

It may be assisting its 'good-ol
boy insiders' but its claim directly 
contradicts the American Alpine 
Club action within UIAA to 
functionally prevent most US 
climbers from climbing in 
Antarctica. In proposing 
restrictions the American Alpine 
Club expressed concern that 
climbers were finding ways to 
overcome political barriers to 
freedom of access. Something is 
obviously very wrong. 

The Rock & Ice Editor was 
aware of that gross contradiction. 
A factual accounting of this and 
similar issues will not be found in 
the American Alpine Club
influenced US mountaineering 
publications. 

The most encompassing loss of 
mountaineering rights in US 
mountaineering history occurred 
in 1980 when the Sierra Club 
deleted mountaineering as a 
compatible use of the 13 new, 
huge National Parks created by 
the Alaska Lands Act. (The 
Alaskan Alpine Club regained that 
right in three of the new parks 
against stiff opposition.) 

The Alaskan Alpine Club was 
the only US mountaineering 
organisation opposing that Sierra 
Club action while the American 
Alpine Club was supporting it, 
and the US mountaineering 
publications remained silent 
about it. 

The examples of American 
Alpine Club/US mountaineering 
publication doublespeak are 
increasing as the government 
imposes more restrictions and 
taxation-type fees on climbers. 
We feel that it is becoming critical 
for US climbers to seek information 
beyond the American Alpine Club 
and US mountaineering 
publications. 

Spread the word. 

Sincerely, 
Doug Buchanan, Chairman 
Rights Committee 
Alaskan Alpine Club 

Polar Plea 
from /co Kloppenburg 

Dear Sir, 
Surely Ian McNaught-Davis is 

right in arguing Antarctica should 
be open to everybody and free of 
bureaucratic rules and regulations. 
Following his line of thought, 
though, we have to admit we run 
the risk of finding the South Pole 
one day polluted in the same way 
as the Himalaya are right now. 

The best option in my view is to 
keep Antarctica open to everybody 
and still restrict the burden 
visitors undoubtedly will place 
upon nature. Is this option 
feasible, however? Yes, it is! 

We only need two little rules to 
reach the effect we want: 

1 Any group consisting of 
more than five persons is refused 
admittance to the Antarctic Areas. 

2 All means of rescue, other 
than the help of fellow climbers, 
is prohibited. So: no choppers or 
motorised sledges! 

Of course I assume that 
everybody will accept the 
universal rule to take out 
whatevm you take in as a natural 
fact. 

What will acceptance of these 
two rules mean to future climbing 
and trekking in Antarctica? 

First of all it means Adventure 
(spelt with a capital A) is back. 
Knowing there is no rescue 
whatsoever I'm quite sure that 
people will become very cautious 
and think twice before they go out 
climbing over there. 

This brings me to the second 
consequence. Theoretically the 
area may be open, but practically 
it will be closed for the vast 
majority of people. People like me 
for example, people who just 
haven't got the right skills or are 
unwilling to take too big a risk. 

I think we should happily accept 
these natural limits. For my type 
of 'adventurers' there will be an 
awful lot of playground left, after 
all! 

Let's make Antarctica the 
world's first (and maybe only) real 
Adventure park!! 

Yours truly 
lco Kloppenburg 
Amsterdam 

Shit or Bust 
· from Dr David Shlim 

Dear Sir, 
Dr David Hillebrandt's article 

Planning an Expedition Medical 
Kit in Mountain 125 contains a lot 
of practical advice. However, his 
paragraph on traveller's 
diarrhoea cites many of the old · 
myths and remedies that have 
been repeated uncritically for 
many years. Recent advances in 
understanding the cause of 
diarrhoea in travellers, and its 
safe and effective treatment, can 
minimise the length of time that 
one must suffer, and particularly 
minimise loss of strength and -· 



timing in participating in one's 
expedition. 

The fact is that the cause of 
diarrhoea in travellers is no longer 
considered mysterious. In a study 
that we performed among 328 
foreigners with diarrhoea in 
Nepal , we found that 65% 
suffered from a bacterial 
infection, 12% had giardia and 
only 5% had an amoebic infection . 
In other cases the cause was not 
determined from the single stool 
exam, but that did not mean they 
necessarily could not be treated . 
In the past six years our clinic in 
Kathmandu (the CIWEC Clinic) 
has treated over 10,000 foreign 
travellers and residents for 
diarrhoea. We have found that, in 
general , there are just three 
treatable causes of diarrhoea in 
travellers, so one's clinical 
guessing is greatly simplified . 
One must try to determine 
whether a bacterial cause is 
present, or whether the 
symptoms are more compatible 
with giardia or amoebae. 

Bacterial diarrhoea almost 
always has an abrupt onset of 
relatively severe symptoms, often 
beginning in the middle of the 
night, and occasionally 
associated with vomiting and 
fever. In the first two weeks of 
travel almost all diarrhoeas are 
caused by various bacterial 
pathogens. With longer travel, the 
possibility of having picked up 
giardia or amoebae slowly 
increases, although bacterial 
diarrhoea remains more 
common . Giardia or amt9ebic 
infections generally have a 
gradual onset of relatively mild 
daily diarrhoea (2-5 stools/day) 
and remain the same for many 
days. Most people don't think 
about self-treatment for a week or 
two, thinking that the relatively 
mild (compared to bacterial 
diarrhoea) symptoms may go 
away. Untreated, the symptoms 
can last for months. 

There is no evidence at all that 
'most antibiotics make the 
situation worse ' as Dr Hillebrandt 
suggests. Diarrhoea is an infection 
caused by invading organisms 
and the infection can be treated 
safely and effectively by taking 
the appropriate antibiotic, which 
almost invariably leads to rapid 
relief. The antibiotic with which 
we treat all bacterial diarrhoeas is 
nalidixic acid (1 gram four times 
daily for two or three days) . This 
antibiotic is widely available in 
Nepal and India without 
prescription. Derivatives of 
nalidixic acid such as norfloxacin 
and ciprofloxacin are equally 
effective (one pill twice a day) . 
Giardia can be efficiently treated 
with a single 2 gram dose of 
tinidazole (brand name Tiniba in 
India and Nepal) and this drug is 
also widely available. Amoebic 
infections are rare but, if 
suspected, can be treated with 
three days of the same dose of 
tinidazole daily. (this will produce 
a cu re for the length of the 
expedition; ideally this should be 
followed by another drug to 
prevent relapse) . 

Bowel paralyzers such as 
lomotil and immodium (or other 
combinations such as Dr 
Hillebrandt suggests) can be used 
to help ease the symptoms or to 

allow bus travel, but it seems 
more efficient to try and diagnose 
and treat yourself with an 
antibiotic in addition to using this 
symptomatic relief. Although it is 
true that many cases of bacterial 
diarrhoea can and will clear 
themselves in a few days without 
treatment, we find that in Nepal 
they can last for as long as two 
weeks without treatment. Most 
people find more than one day of 
severe diarrhoea unpleasant and 
seek treatment that will relieve it. 
This is especially true if one is 
trying to function on an 
expedition . Adverse reactions to 
the two drugs mentioned, other 
than mild tolerable side effects, 
have been extremely rare. 

It should be noted that this 
advice is intended for people who 
have something important to do 
(such as climb a mountain) and 
want to be well as soon as 
possible . There is no harm in 
waiting a day or two to see if you 
get better, if you have the time, 
before deciding on a treatment. 

Yours sincerely, 
David R. Shlim, MD 
Kathmandu, Nepal 

Karakoram Error 
from Trevor H. Braham 
Sir, 

With regard to the Karakoram 
news on page 15 on Mountain 
126, no British party visited 
Kunyang Kish or Chish (the 
pronunciation varies with the 
dialect of the speaker) in 1960. A 
joint British-Pakistan Army 
expedition in 1962 led by Jimmy 
Mills was the first to make a 
strong reconnaissance, choosing 
a route via the S/SW Ridge. Dick 
Jones (not James) and Jimmy 
Mills climbing in poor visibility 
died when they fell through a 
corniced ridge above their C3 at 
approx. 6,200m . (An account of 
the 1962 expedition was 
published in AJ LXV/1/ May 1963 
p. 100-7 and was copied in HJ 
XXIV(not XXX/V) . A Japanese 
party tried the same route without 
success in 1965. Zawada's party 
in 1971 did make the first ascent 
from the Southern side, but not 
by the 1962/5 route, as is obvious 
from the sketch on p. 126 of the 
Polish account published in their 
book in 1973. The second ascent 
in 1988 by a new route from the 
NINE seems to have been an 
excellent achievement. 

It is interesting to add that the 
first visit to the northern bay of 
the Kunyang glacier was made in 
August 1983 by Michael Vyvyan 
on the recommendation of Prof. 
Kenneth Mason. A possible pass 
into Shimshal was identified 
between the Disteghil Sar and 
Kunyang Kish massifs. As far as I 
know the pass has never been 
crossed . A good photographic 
panorama taken from the head of 
the Kunyang glacier shows 
Disteghil Sar on the left and the 
impressive NW face of Kunyang 
Kish on the right - then doubtfully 
assumed to be Pumari Kish 
7492m. A record of the 1938 visit, 
which appeared in HJ Vol XI 1939 
p. 156-64 also includes an account 
of the first attempt byVyvyan and 
Campbell Secord on Rakaposhi 
by its NW ridge and their ascent 

of a 5850m peak situated on the 
ridge . 
Yours 
Trevor Braham 
Lausanne 
Switzerland 

Death of the Rock 
from Mark Robinson 
Dear Ed itor, 

The cartoons of Greg Allen and 
the letter by Ken Wilson in 
Mountain 125 express an attitude 
to which I take exception. Both 
are obviously sincere and very 
entertaining, especially Wilson's 
diction, but wrong. The crux of 
Wilson's letter is his attitude 
towards a fact: modern ('French') 
rock climbers have developed 
only one of the traditional values 
of the sport (athletic difficulty) at 
the expense of others (primarily 
risk, perhaps environmental or 
anti-commercial ideals). This is a 
truism and quite obviously recent 
developments in rock climbing 
have not taken the impressive 
direction defined by such 5.12 and 
5.13 deathfall grounder routes as 
Masters Edge, Beau Geste etc. 

For Ken, it is apparently the risk 
which gives climbing 'its thrill and 
sense of achievement', its 
adventure . This is not the case, 
however, for most current active 
leading rock climbers. Not to say 
they don't take risks. Some of the 
solo feats of the leading French 
superstars - one on English 
limestone springs to mind - are 
enough to make my hair stand on 
end. But on the whole, there is no 
doubt that the interest of the 
climbing avant garde in risk is on 
the decline. It may increase in the 
future, or it may not. Why is this 
so important? There are many 
reasons to climb, many rewards. 
They can be expected to fluctuate 
and change over time with 
fashion and other broad cultural 
or social trends. 

I suspect Ken sees climbing 
from a historical perspective. 
Rock climbing developed from 
mountaineering. Mountaineering 
began in a situation in which 
techniques, equipment and 
fitness made many things 
impossible. Now, due to 
improvements in all areas, very 
few things worth doing at all are 
impossible. This represents the 
final and mildly paradoxical 
success ofthe entire enterprise of 
mountaineering. We now face a 
situation in which we must create 
artificial difficulties for ourselves 
by selecting which tools and 
methods we will use and which 
ones we won't. True impossibility 
died of natural causes and was 
never 'murdered' as the notorious 
phrase says. 

'Sport' rock climbing now 
simply is an athletic undertaking, 
similar in some respects to track 
and field . Artificial competitions 
on manufactured structures are 
quite 'prosaic' when compared to 
the adventures of Mallory and 
Irvine, in exactly the same way 
that mod~rn gymnastic vaulting 
is prosaic when compared to the 
lost ancient Minoan art of bull 
jumping. Despite this, climbing 
competitions can be intensely 
exciting for both participants and 
spectators. Patrick Edlinger's 
winning climb at the Snowbird 
competition in Utah last year is 
the most impressive athletic 

performance I have ever seen, 
hardly ' lurching from bolt to bolt '. 

Climbing in general is simply 
no longer a grand cultural 
enterprise as it may have been in 
the early days of exploratory 
Himalayan mountaineering. It is a 
recreational sport. Some people 
may like to imagine they are 
steeping themselves to some 
small extent in the hallowed 
glories of this august past during 
their trips to the rocks, but this is 
only a harmless delusion . The 
desires of such people to maintain 
a faithful historical atmosphere 
need not hamstring those 
involved in the sport's evolution . 

As for the matter of risk, I do not 
really want to take a significant 
chance of death or injury just to 
do a rock climb. Most people 
seem to feel this way. Our options 
are: top rope, bolt, don 't lead risky 
climbs. People who think risk is 
important have their own 
options: solo, don't clip the bolts, 
lead risky climbs. The real conflict 
arises when people with different 
inclinations use the same bit of 
rock. This is the venue for all of 
the famous recent bolt-chopping 
conflicts. My solution for this 
problem is this: if the route is a 
first ascent, protect it how you 
please. If it is established, don't 
change it. Thanks to increasing 
popularity, population and 
diversity in climbing, we all have 
to find some way to enjoy the 
crag~ together. 
Yours, 
Mark Robinson 
Ventura, California 

P.S. I find it mildly hypocritical for 
Ken Wilson, of all people, 
presumably the former editor of 
Mountain and Hard Rock, to 
criticise the commercial motive in 
climbing! Why is it bad for the 
athletes to make money from the 
sport, but not bad for the people 
who write about them to do so? 

Void Review 
from Anthony Colwell 
Dear Sir, 

It would be a pity if readers of 
your excellent review of Joe 
Simpson's book Touching the 
Void(Mountain 123) were left 
with the impression that Joe 
wrote only part of it, and that 
Simon Yates contributed his side 
of the story. Actually, Simon 
wrote not a word of the book. Nor 
was his narrative (printed in 
italics) culled from his journals, as 
other reviewers in the national 
press have guessed, for he kept 
no diary or journal but did have 
long conversations with Joe 
when they returned from their 
ordeal. Joe acknowledges his 
debt to Simon at the end of the 
book in these words: 

'I must express my gratitude for 
his honesty in telling me how 
much he had been through, and 
his trust in allowing me to write 
these sensitive emotions in my 
own words.' 

After reading Joe's typescript, 
Simon told me how amazed he 
was by the faithful and honest 
way in which Joe had written his 
side of the story. 
Yours truly 
Anthony Colwell 
Jonathan Cape Ltd 
London 
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1953 - Kernmantel ropes invented by Edelrid. 
Stronger, lighter and more kink-resistant than 
anything else available. 

1989 - Evolution continues at Edelrid. 
Advanced technology lifts the 
standards. Today's ropes are stronger, lighter 
and totally kink-resistant. 

Edelrid - the rope. 
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.. for outdoor action and leisure 
wear, and technical climbing gear. 

t roll Safety Equipment Ltd. 
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WIDE-RANGING BMC SPECIALISED SCHEMES INCLUDE:

UK - full year £19.50 
Overseas - 17 days from £21 .50 

Overseas - 12 months £45 
Trekking/ Expedition - from £50 

Cover Inc ludes:- Personal Accident, Medical and Rescue costs, 
Personal Liability with options for Equipment & Skiing 

DETAILED INFORMATION FROM:-

BMC, Crawford House, Precinct Centre. 
Booth Street East, Manchester M13 9RZ 
Tel: 061 -273 5763 1/biJ 
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NEW ROCK GUIDES 
Clogwyn Du 'r Arddu £8.95 Stanage £10.95 
Staffordshire Gritstone £9.95 Moorland Gritstone 
Mid-Wales £8.95 (Chew Valley) £9.95 

Northumberland £8.95 North Devon & Cornwall £9.95 

Langdale £9.95 Arran Arrochar & S. Highlands £9.95 

Available from your gear shop, or in case of difficulty 
from CORDEE 3a DeMontfort Street, Leicester LE1 ?HD 

(please add 10% to cover postage). 
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ANNAPURNA Join MAL DUFF one of Britains most 
experienced mountaineerers for this unique opportunity to 
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HIMALAYAN TRAVEL 77 Rockfield, Buxton SK17 7LE. (0298) 26715 

SAVE MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

0 Y Largest U.K. stockists of.specialist top _quality ma_terials and M NE accessories. Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 
Trade and retail. S.A.E. catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor Holmbridge, Huddersfield, w. Yorks. 0484 - 684302 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ - 89 catalog free to foreign 

CRAMPON STRAPS US&Canada,send25¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 931 20. USA. 



QUADCAMS~ 
QUADCAMS - ARE SAFER BECAUSE 

THEY ARE FLEXIBLE. 
- FIT BETTER BECAUSE 

THEY ARE NARROWER. 
- ARE EASIER TO EXTRACT 

EVEN FROM DEEP 
PLACEMENTS. 
NEAT SHAPE WONT 
TANGLE ON YOUR RACK. 

- GIVE YOU THAT EXTRA 
REACH . 

.... and many other virtues .... 

AVAILABLE NOW IN 9 SIZES 
00 - 3 10.5 mm - 66mm 

and 
3.8 59 mm - 93 mm 

SEND FOR TECHNICAL DATA TO 
HB CLIMBING EQUIPMENT, Fron Hywel, Lian rug , Gwynedd LL553BD, UK. 
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• Ea rly booking discount 
• Climber bunk house 
• We take your cl imb seri ously 

Mt. McKinley • Alaska 
(907) 733-2291 

Box 290M, Talkeetna, AK 99676 
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The budget 

Perfect in price. 
Perfect in design. 
Perfect in safety and quality. 
Perfect price/performance. 
Perfect for the eco_nomy budget. 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Braddon 
Mountain Designs, 
7 Lonsdale Street, 2601. 
Tel. (062) 267.488 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St., 
Braddon, 2601. 
Tel. (062) 573.883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Katoomba 
Paddy Pallin 
166 Katoomba St., 2780. 
Tel. (047) 822.014 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pall in Pty. Ltd., 
527 Kingsway, 2228. 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
494 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 267.8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment), 
327 Sussex St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
76 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. (07) 839 6609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs 
99 Albert Street, 4000. 
Tel. (07) 211.6756 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd., 
Sherwood 4075 
Tel. (07) 379.5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Mountain Designs 
185 Pulteney Street, 5000. 
Tel. (08) 232.0690 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pall in 
40 Waymouth St., 5000 
Tel. (08) 212.7857 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin, 
74-78 Elizabeth St., 7000. 
Tel. (002) 310.777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin, 
59 Brisbane St., 7250. 
Tel. (003) 314.240 (C) 

Victoria: Box Hill 
Paddy Pallin 
8 Market St., 3128 . 
Tel. (03) 898.8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
401 Riversdale Rd., 3123 
Tel. (03) 882.7229 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports 

Pty. Ltd. 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Mountain Designs 
377 Little Bourke Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67.8238 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pall in 
360 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 670.4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia: Perth 
Mountain Designs 
862 Hay St., 6000. 
Tel. (09) 322 4774 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
Shop 1, 105 Lord St., 6000 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Bivouac 
5 Fort Street 
Tel. (09) 366.1966 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Christchurch 
235 High Street (Head Office). 
Tel. 667.148/661.048 
Fax (64 3) 665375 
8 Stores Nationwide 

Christchurch 
Bivouac 
Cnr. Cashel St & Oxford Terrace 
Tel. (03) 663.197 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd. 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 0064.03.666.211 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Bivouac 
16 The Terrace 
Kelvin Chambers 
Tel. (04) 732.587 

BELGIUM 
Leuven - Hasselt 
Kariboe 
Naamse Steenweg _86 
B-3030 
Tel. 32/16 - 23.07.72 
Fax. 32/16 - 20.54.46 

, CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
1009 4th Avenue. S.W. T2P 0K8 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies, 
P.O. Box 848, 
109 Thomas St., L6J 5C5 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
35 Front Street East, M4E 1 B3 
Tel. (416) 363.0122 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524.1106 

GERMANY 
Bochum 
Berghuser Gmbh 
Alleestr. 89 
PC 4630 
Tel. 0234-64729 or 12761 
(C) (M) (S) Free catalogue 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Send linger Str.85, P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Everest Sports Ltd., 
Mezz. Floor, 83 Sai Yee St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon 
Tel. 3-914019 
Telex. 71666 HKTEL HX attn: 

zcv 1137894326 
Fax. 3-900024 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment 
& Services 

172 Tung Lo Wan Road, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Causeway Bay. 
Tel. 5-669313/5-669331 
Telex. 71947 HYBME HX 
Telefax. 852-5-8068287 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre, 

1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-848190 
Telex. 33552 MTCTR 
Telefax. 852-3-7707110 

Mountain Services lnt'I, 
Head Office (Export & Import), 
102, 1/F, 
32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wanchai. 
Tel. 5-733313 
Telex. 65205 MTSEV HX 
Fax. 5-8380894 

Mountain Services lnt'I Ltd., 
Retail Shop, 
M/F., 56 Morrison Hill Road, 
Wanchai, Hong Kong. 
Tel. 5-733329 

NETHERLANDS 
Amsterdam 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Marnixstraat 2, 
1015XH 
Tel. 020-24.36.52 

Den Haag 
Bever Zwerfsport, 
Erdman Schmidt, 
Calandplein 4, 2521 AB. 
Tel. 070-883700 
Fax. 31-70-800881 
Telex. 33524 BEVER NL 

Maastricht 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Heugemerweg 4, 6221 GJ 
Tel. 043-21.71.48 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. 
(C)(M)(S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, 
Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 05394.32297 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd. 
9/10 Grampian Road, 
PH221RH 
Tel. 0479.810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
14-16 Priory House, 
Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 236 8280 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill 
Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bolton 
Haute Montagne Ltd. 
10 Manor Street 
Tel. 0204.386251 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel. 0274,728674 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd., 
BN24AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street (corner of 
Church Street), 
BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel.0272.741157 



Bristol 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd. 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Bristol 
Taunton Leisure 
72 Bedminster Parade 
BS34HL 
Tel. 0272.637640 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd., 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Cheltenham 
Backpacker Systems 
44 Winchcombe St. 
(Opp. The Odeon) 
GL52 2ND 
Tel. 0242.42200 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Chesterfield 
Wilderness Ways 
26/28 Park Rd., 
S40 1XZ. 
Tel. 0246.201437 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85/89 King Street, 
DE1 3EE (S) 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski & Climb 
47 Queen St., 
DE13DE 
Tel. 0332.295100 

Doncaster 
DMC Mountain Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Road. (S) 
Tel. 0302.341756 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Elgin 
Keith Johnson Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Glasgow 
High range Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041.332.5533 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
· Speyside Sports, 

47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 

Harrogate 
Wilderness Ways 
71 Station Parade, HG1 1ST 
Tel. 0423-62874 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road, S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433.51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports, 
9/11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. 
Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
57/59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051.709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports 
215 Kensington High Street, W8 
Tel. 01.938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports 
456-458 The Strand, WC2 
Tel. 01 .839.5161 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd . 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden, 
WC2E 7HE 
Tel. 01.240.9577/8 (C) (M) (S) 

London 
The Rock Barn 
20 Camden High Street 
NW1 2SD 
Tel. 01.380.0116 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
150 Holborn, 
(Corner Grays Inn Road), E1 
Tel. 01.831.6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Alpine Sports 
12-14 St Mary's Gate 
M11PX 
Tel. 061.832.5956 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061 .834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop, 
572 Sil bury Boulevard, 
Central, MK9 3AF. (C) (M) 
Tel: 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE11RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C) 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL 1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure, 
29 Lincoln Road, 
PE1 2RH. 
Tel. 0733.41381 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd., 
41 Bell Street, RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) !S) 

Sheffield 
Ellis Brigham Mtn. Sports Ltd, 
149 Fitzwilliam St., S1 4JP 
Tel. 0742.727525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping, 
118 High Street, SG1 3DW 
Tel. 0438.353086. (C) (M) 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., 
Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
90 High Street, 
Milton Keynes, MK111AH 
Tel. 0908 568913 (C) (M) 

Swansea 
Taunton Leisure 
206 High St., SA1 1PE 
Tel. 0792.476515 

Taunton 
Taunton Leisure 
40 East Reach, TA 1 3ES 
Tel. 0823.331875 

Walsall 
White Mountain 
31 Stafford Street 
Tel. 0922.722422 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

Yeovil 
Leisure Country 
125 Middle St. 
Tel. 0935.20006 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Ryesgade 27, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt., 
Kompagnistraede 16, 
DK-1208, K. 
Tel. 33.32.00.82 
Telex. 19285 Fax. 318616 06 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001. 
Tel. 05.31.1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02.46.90.75 
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SWEDEN 
Stockholm 
Basecamp 
Fleminggatan 34, 112 32 
Tel. (046) 08.516199 
Fax (046) 08.511688 

, UNITED STATES 
Arizona: Tempe 
North Face, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 
85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 
94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 
94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 
91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd., 
6422 Magnolia Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.683.2200 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401. 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. 
Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, 95370. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

California: Yucca Valley 
California Boulder Co. 
55870 29 - Palms Highway, 
92284 
Tel. 619.228.2001 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mpuntaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
North Face, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Broomfield 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
P.O. Box 1449, 
620 Compton, 80020. 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
North Face, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 

Colorado: Denver 
North Face, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

Colorado: Lakewood 
North Face, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 
80215. 
Tel. 303.238.7511 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Ave. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) 

N.H.: lntervale 
Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc., 
RT.16, Box 206, 
03845 
Tel. 603.356.3042 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 

Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters, 
21 Park Place, 10007. 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

Oregon: Independence 
Independence Mountaineering, 
215 South Main, 97351. 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Moab 
Rim Cyclery, 
94 West 100 North, 
84532. 
Tel. 801.259.5333 

Vermont: Shelburne 
Climb High 
1861 Shelburne Rd., 
05482 
Tel. 802.985.5055 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 
98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 
98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

GRursoors 
FOR 
GREAT FEA1SI 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridian Ave., N., 
98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, 
10231stAve., 
98104. 
Tel. 206.622.4111 

Washington: Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply, 
3730 South Pine, 
98409. 
Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 
53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 
83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Lara·mie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 
82070 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Venezuela 
Montana Adventure 
Apartado # 645, 
Merida 
Tel. (74) 631.740 

Brand new ergonomically 
profiled last, all leather 

uppers, cut away heel, close 
lacing & low elasticated 

ankle support plus Bond
T ex laminate midsole 

give unrivalled 
performance. 

A climbing shoe to 'rival any 
boot. Built on the Wonder last 

with a fibreglass midsole for 
superb edging, and 

comfortable all leather 
cambrelle lined 

Built on the same last as the 

ever popular Joshua- SOLE U.K. DISTRIBUTORS: 
Tree, the Comet has 

the usual high 
friction Kamel sole 

bonded to new 
all-leather 

low-cut 
uppers. E O U I P M E N T 

uppers. 

RISE HILL MILL, 
DENT, SEDBERGH, 
CUMBRIA LA 7 0 5QL 
TEL: 05875-370 
TLX: 65424 
FAX: 05875-454 



-~ At times like this you n~ed to be certain that the 
~ karabiners you are using are totally reliable. 
] DMM karabiners are carefully manufactured 
o under the most stringent quality control 
J procedures and tested to higher standards than 
§ any other. Discerning climbers in over 28 
~ countries worldwide are enjoying their special 
] momentswithDMMknowingthatthe havethe 
] backing of a dedicated team committed to one 
~ objective - QUALITY! 

11 rTT~rT,r f 119rf:A~ 
LLANBERIS, GWYNEDD, U.K. 
TEL. 0288 8722al .. 



823 MARIACHER 

895 KENDO (PATENTED) 

SPONSOR 
UFFICIALE 

865 MEGA S.G. 

880 FUTURA (PATENTED) 

888 H.M. BALLERINA 

Localita Piera, 5 - 38038 TESERO (Trento) Italy - Tel. (0462) 83052 
Telex 401323 LA SPO I - Telefax· (0462) 83213 
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