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Steve Venables - Kangshung Face 

Nepal 1988 Trekking Peaks 
Chulu (6045ml 15 on the summit 

Lobuche (6119ml 8 on the summit 
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Places now available on Karakoram Experience 1989 trekking peak expeditions 
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joebrown 

Contact: 

Snowdonia 

lb waterproofs 
One Style, Three Choices:-

4oz Neoprene 

7oz Neoprene 

Taffetta Gore-Tex 

Fully Taped Seams 

Zipped Leg Overtrousers 
to match 

•.• and you'll 
like the price! 

Capel Curig · Gwynedd. Telephone: 068 04 205 

Llanberis · Gwynedd. Telephone: 0286 870327 

Mail Order Price List and special 'Contract' Rates Available 
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DOUG GEETING AVIATION 
Mt. McKinley-Expedition Air Support 

Doug Geeting and Kitty Banner-Seeman 

• Air checks on the mountain • Indoor 
• Safe storage of personal gear sleeping 
• Discount for early reservations. • Free sleds 

Mike Covington, Galen Rowell , Rick Ridgeway, Gary Bocarde, Jim Wickwire, 
Jeff Lowe, Phil Erschler, Jim Bridwell, Peter Habeler, Dick Bass, Frank Wells 
and Yvon Chouinard can't all be wrong' 

Doug Geeting 
P.O. Box 42, Talkeetna, AK 99676 USA 
907-733-2366 

Kitty Banner-Seeman 
1865 Gore Creek, Vail, CO 81657 USA 

303-4 76-3929 

~ Founded 
~ 1965 

Director Pat Littlejohn. 

Send for our new 
colour brochure: 

International School 
of Mountaineering, 

Club Vagabond, 
1854 Leysln, 

SWITZERLAND. 

KARAKORAM 
EXPERIENCE 

1 HIGH & WILD IN 89 1 

AUDIO VISUAL PRESENTATION 
TREKS & EXPEDITIONS 

IN NEPAL 
LEICESTER: Post House Hotel, Braunstone Lane East. 

LONDON: 
Tues. Apr 4th 

Snow & Rock Sports, 188 Kensington High St., W8. 
Wed. Apr 5th 

BRIGHTON: The Cock Croft, Brighton Poly, Lewes Rd. Thur. Apr 6th 
REIGATE: Lecture Hall, Reigate Fire Station. Fri. Apr 7th 
CARDIFF: Royal Hotel, St. Marys St. Mon. Apr 10th 
BIRMINGHAM: Excelsior Hotel, Coventry Rd. Tues. Apr 11th 
SHEFFIELD: 'Outside', Main Road, Hathersage. Wed. Apr 12th 
YORK: Royal York Hotel, Station Road. Thurs. Apr 13th 
NEWCASTLE: Lecture room G11, Percy Building, Newcastle Uni. 

Fri. Apr 14th 
DUBLIN: Shelbourne Hotel, St. Stephens Green Sun. Apr 16th 
KESWICK: Exhibition Centre, Car Park Road. Tues. Apr 18th 
EDINBURGH: Orwell Lodge Hotel, 29 Pol worth Terr, Polworth. 

Thur. Apr 20th 
LONDON: Pindisports, 14-18 Holborn, ECl Mon. Apr 24th 

All presentations start 7.30 p.m. Admission £1.50 
***ANOTHER CHANCE TO SEE OUR FILM OF THE HISPAR LA 

TREK IN THE CENTRAL KARAKORAM, PAKISTAN*** 
NEW - Expedition brochure supplement details .... 

KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE LTD. 
32 LAKE ROAD, KESWICK, CUMBRIA CA 17 5RO. TEL. (07687) 73966/72267 

A decade of 
endurance 

FRIENDS· FLEXIBLE FRIENDS 

A WILD - c.ounTRY 
Wild Country Limited 

Town head, Eyam, Derbyshire, S30 1 RD. 
'B' Hope Valley (0433) 31673 Telex : 541453 Fax: (0433) 31832 
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FOR THE 
ATHLETES 
FOOTI 

Built on the same last as the 

Brand new ergonomically 
profiled last, all leather 

uppers, cut away heel, close 
lacing & law elasticated 

ankle support plus Bond
T ex laminate midsole 

give unrivalled 
performance. 

A climbing shoe to rival any 
boot. Built on the Wonder last 

with a fibreglass midsole for 
superb edging, and 

comfortable all leather 
cambrelle lined 

uppers. 

ever popular Joshua- SOLE U.K. DISTRIBUTORS: 
Tree, the Comet has 

the usual high 
friction Kamel sale N 

bonded to new 
all-leather 

low-cut 
uppers. E Q U I P M E N T 

RISE HILL MILL, 
DENT, SEDBERGH, 
CUMBRIA. LA 7 0 5QL 
TEL: 05875-370 
TLX: 65424 
FAX: 05875-454 





OUTDOOR 
PROTECTION 
Fully searnile8led waterproof clothing. 
P.U.,Neoprene& Goretex: Jackets,Overtrousers, 
Salopettes, Mitts&Gaiters. 
Goretex Bivvy Bags & Tents. 
Climbing Safety Helmets. 

snowdo~ 
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QUADCAMS~ 
QUADCAMS - ARE SAFER BECAUSE 

TRAVEL. 
THE ADVENTURE COMPANY 

Aconcagua, Gasherbrum II, Mutzagata, 
Matterhorn, Elbrus and more ... 

FREE 1989 Catalog with 
over 50 Climbing Departures 

800 227-2384 ex. 29 

THEY ARE FLEXIBLE. 
FIT BETTER BECAUSE 
THEY ARE NARROWER. 
ARE EASIER TO EXTRACT 
EVEN FROM DEEP 
PLACEMENTS. 
NEAT SHAPE WONT 
TANGLE ON YOUR RACK. 
GIVE YOU THAT EXTRA 
REACH. 

.... and many other virtues .... 

AVAILABLE NOW IN 8 SIZES 
00-3 10.5 mm - 66mm 

AVAILABLE APRIL 
3.8 59 mm-93 mm 

SEND-FOR TECHNICAL DATA TO r-------------- 7 
1 MOUNTAIN TRAVEL D I 
I 6420 Fainnount Ave., El Cerrito, CA 94533 I 

HB CLIMBING EQUIPMENT, Fron Hywel, Lian rug, Gwynedd LL553BD, UK. 
~ (0286) 870885 TX 61155 AIRTEL G FAX (0492) 70009H3 

Available Worldwide from:-I NAME__________ I 

I STREET I ANDORRA AUSTRALIA AUSTRIA GERMANY ITALY JAPAN 
I ---------- I ALPESPORT PADDYPALLIN TEUFEL BERGER CLIMB HIGH GRIVEL MONTBEL 
I CITY/STATE/ZIP_______ I 825108 8025171338 8724253850 80894606008 839165843714 8065314761 

L ______________ _j 

outdoorcalalOgue is out nowl 
111(1'9 pmduda{tf'ICl1ldlble but tnael) and 

befol-.. 
our famou& "Price Bealer" bargains, the 

range Cl F&T label cl9thing and equipment, a bigger, 
more informative "'AK:hnlcal Extra guide, and a unique 

·n 

,-,.otthoUaanda of 

catai.o9uee haw 
al(eady been posted 

direct to the homes 

ol our customers -
just another part of 

the special Field & 
Trek service. 
Our mail order 
department ts now fully computerised and streamlined to help us give you a fast, 

friendly and above all a personal service. 
Oh, and in case you were wondering, our catalogue is FREE again this year. 

NEWZEALAND SOUTHAFRICA SWEDEN SWITZERLAND U.S.A. 
MCEWINGS CAMP&CLIMB ARCTICALPIN RUEDIBERGSPORT CLIMBHIGH 

8006403666211 80118043355 8049512775 8012410290 88029855056 

Field & Trek Is the No1 in Outdoor Catalogues -
who cares,about No2's? 

Field & Trek Mail Order 
om 233122 - 5 llnes, 24hrs 
Simply more efficient 

·, 

Shops at Brentwood & Canterbury 
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Asolo boots are . n_ot ordinary 
boots, they are items of 
equipment designed for 
mountaineering, hiking or 
backpacking, telemark skiing 
and rock climbing. Asolo boots 

"Slze3-7 >iu8-J/f :Siu 1/-/3 

Aso~System .... .... .... Variabk 
Thickness Mid.sole - -- -
Traditional + ~ ~ Mid.sole -Uniform TooStiff Correct TooSoft 
Thickness Flexibility 

are built not 
only for your 
feet but for your 
body. 

Innovation is ·an Asolo 
trademark. 
The use of A so flex®, a synthetic 
midsole, in 1981 started a new 
era in durable lightweight 
footwear. The Asosorb® 
System, usmg Sorbothane® 

• 
Ult or your 0 

enclosed in the heel cavity, 
introduced in 1983 provides 
excellent shock absorption in 
hiking footwear. The intro
duction of polyurethane 
midsoles in telemark footwear 
in 1980 introduced skiers to 
new levels of 
performance. 

TheAFS 101 
CarboriFiber, ' 

a revolutionary 
new product in 
mountaineering 
footwear was 
introduced in 1987. For this 
product Asolo was awarded the 
Compasso d'Oro by the 
Industrial Design Association of 
Milan. 

Asolo employs a worldwide 
team of product designers and 

· To obtain a copy of the cur .:r t solo catalogue please contact:-
USA. Kenko International Corp. 8141 West 1-70 Fr ntage Road North, ARVADA, COLARADO 80002 

UK. First Ascent, 2a Culford rove, LONDON N22 5AT. 

professionals 
including the 
alpinist Christo-

Profit and climber 
Isabelle Patissier. These 
professionals provide assistance 
both in design and product 
usage. This assures you that 
Asolo will continue to provide 
the finest footwear available for 
your special outdoor needs. Outdoor people. 

~ 
0 ..., 
< ..., 
<J) 



GREATER HIMALAYA 

NEPAL 
Lhotse (8501ml 
The Belgian winter expedition of 
1988-9 had two objectives: 
Everest and Lhotse. After the 
death of a Sherpa on the South 
Ridge on December 23, the 
Belgians gave up but their Polish 
guests continued. On December 
31 Leszek Cichy retreted and 
KrzysztofWielicki climbed solo 
reaching the summit of Lhotse 
directly from Camp Ill at 7400m 
(11 00m of ascent on a short winter 
day!) This was the first winter 
ascent of the world's fourth 
highest summit. Detailed 
information will follow. 

Annapurna (8091ml 
Two Spanish expeditions joined 
forces to climb the North Flank by 
the 1980 German Route (Ludwig 
Greissl and companions). The 
first party (Base Camp on 
September 1) was composed of 
Manuel Gon,zalez (23), the leader, 
Manuel Morales (22), Miguel 
Angel Mateos (23), Angel 
Hormigo (28) and the Argentinian 
Miguel Sanchez (31 ). The second 
expedition (Base Camp on 
September 14) was composed of 
Joaquin Colorado (25, the leader), 
Cesar Perez de Tudela (48), Juan 
Fernando Azcona (25), Joseba 
Ugalde (27), Fidel Olaizola (26), 
Juan Carlos Arrieta (25) and Pablo 
Aldai (24). Camps were made 
without help of high altitude 
Sherpas at 51 00m, 5800m, 6550m 
(on September 30) and 7100m (on 
October 2nd). Some 800m of rope 
were fixed. The progress was 
slowed by a period of bad 
weather. The main top of 
Annapurna (8091 m) was reached 
on October 3, 1988, by Juan 
Fernando Azcona and Pablo 
Aldai, both Basques. A second 
summit attempt made the 
following day by Gonzalez, 
Sanchez and Arrieta was thwarted 
by deteriorating weather. 

A seven-member Japanese 
party led by Akihiko Mori 
established base camp on 
September 15, hoping to climb 
the North West Face by the 
Messner Route. On September 29 
a trio returned to Camp 1 after 
dumping loads at 5900m. At 
5700m or so, they were swept by 
an avalanche. Tsuyoshi Ono · • 
escaped but Akihiko Mori and Ang 
Dawa Sherpa were killed. Other 
members searched for the bodies 
until October 1 in vain. 

A Czechoslovakian party led by 
Peter Schnabl repeated the 
French Route via the North West 
Face. On October 2nd three 
climbers set out from Camp Vat 
71 00m. At some 7800m Dr. Jiri 
Pelikan (36) decided to withdraw 
while Jindrich Martis and Jozef 
Nezerka continued and reached 
the summit (8091 m). 
Unfortunately, Dr. Pelikan fell 
during the descent from some 
7600m and after a 2500m fall was 
killed. 

Lhotse First Winter Ascent 
Extreme Himalayan Rock Routes in India and 

Pakistan 

Is Himalayan climbing really good for you? Krzysztof Wielicki (left) who has recently made a winter solo of 
Lhotse, seen here with Jerzy Kukuczka after their winter ascent of Kangchenjunga. 

Annapurna 1 East (8010ml 
The Klub Wysokogorski Katowice 
Expedition, to the South Face, 
consisted of Artur Hajzer, Lech 
Korniszewski (doctor), Jerzy 
Kukuczka (leader), Janusz Majer, 
Ryszard Warecki (cameraman), 
Phil Butler, Henry Todd (British), 
Ramiro Navarrete, Francisco 
Espinoza (Ecuadorians), Alberto 
Socini (Italian), and Steve Wuntch 
(USA). Irene Simon Schnass and 
Georg Schnass were scientists 
from West Germany. 

Base Camp (4200ml was 
established on August 30, 1988; 
Advance Base (5200ml on 
September 2. Two days later 
Camp I (5800ml was placed in a 
small basin surrounded by the 
slopes of Annapurna, Roe Noir 
and Glacier Dome. The route to 
this camp led through a 
dangerous icefall and 'corridor', 
where 400m of rope were fixed. 
On September 12 Camp II (6550m) 
was placed on the lower part of 
the Far East Buttress of the South 
Face of Annapurna. Poor weather 
interrupted progress for many 
days. 

On October 8th Hajzer and 
Kukuczka set out from Base Camp 
and on the 11th from Camp II. 
They climbed the 2000m high 
buttress above, through 60 

degree ice grooves, with some 15 
pitches of technical climbing to a 
bivvy at 71 00m. Next day the ice 
difficulties continued before 
easing off on the upper part ofthe 
buttress. Hijzer and Kukuczka 
reached the East Ridge at 7500m 
and bivouaced, before reaching 
the summit of Annapurna I East at 
4pm on October 13. Bad weather 
thwarted the plan to continue the 
climb towards the main summit, 
so they descended to the 7500m 
bivouac. On October 14 and 15 
they continued the descent via 
the slopes of Roe Nair and Glacier 
Dome. 

The second team comprised of 
Espinoza, Navarrete and Majer. 
They decided on a much easier 
variation ofthe route. On October 
15 the tent at 7500m was reached 
and next day they left for the 
summit. At 2pm Navarrete gained 
the top of Annapurna I East. 
Janusz Majer stopped a few 
meters below because of strong 
winds and cold, and Espinoza had 
to give up some 200m before the 
summit. The team spent another 
night at the tent before continuing 
the descent next day (Oct. 17), in 
storm and bad visibility, and 
attendant route finding 
difficulties. Fighting against 
strong winds on the sharp ridge 
of the Roe Noire, Navarrete 

suddenly disappeared, probably 
falling through a cornice. Lack of 
rope and visibility prevented an 
efficient search for him. Later that 
day, Espinoza fell some 1 00m, but 
suffered only minor injuries. The 
night of the 17 was spent in snow 
holes without equipment, but 
next day, the two survivors 
managed to reach the tent at 
7200m. Henry Todd then arrived 
and alerted Base Camp to the 
accident. A rescue team including 
Hajzer, Socini and Wuntch 
retrieved the exhausted pair and 
searched in vain for Navarrete. 
Base Camp was vacated on 
October 22, 

Ramiro Navarrete (39) had had 
some very good seasons in South 
America and was one of his 
country's finest mountaineers. In 
September 1987 he climbed 
Shisha Pangma (8027m). 

INDIA 
There was a great deal of activity 
in 1988 (see Mountain 124 and 
125). 61 foreign, and 114 Indian 
expeditions have been reported 
by the Indian Mountaineering 
Federation. 

Jammu - Kashmir 
Padar 
Hagshu Peak (6330ml 
The vigin Hagshu in the Indian 



Kashmir is' one of the most 
interesting objectives in this part 
of the Himalaya. Sighted by Rob 
Collister from the west in the 
1970's and approached by Geoff 
Smith and Paul Nunn in 1977. 
From 1983 it was attempted by 
British teams, without success. In 
1986 a 4-member party of British 
mountaineering instructors 
disappeared there without trace. 

In autumn 1988 a Polish 
expedition led by Tadeusz 
Slupski, and comprising Pawel 
Jozefowicz, Mieczyslaw 
Zaborniak, Radoslaw Motrenko, 
Marek Glogoczowski, Pawel 
Szcsepkowski, Dariusz Zaluski 
and Ms. Katarzyna Pirog (doctor), 
attempted the peak. Base Camp 
was established on September 13 
at 4300m after a short approach 
( 1 ½ days) from Agsho. On 
September 18 Camp I was placed 
at the northern foot of the 
mountain at 5050m. Three days 
later a temporary Camp II was 
placed at 5200m and a dump 
made at the site of Camp II proper 
on the South Ridge at 5700m. 
From September 23-27 a 
continuous snowfall deposited 
over 2 metres of fresh snow. 
When the conditions improved, 
on October 7-9 Camp I was 
exhumed, but no trace of Camp II 
or the gear dump could be found. 
The expedition was abandoned. 

Nun (7135ml 
Kun (7077m) 
These Kashmir peaks continued 
to attract large numbers of Indian 
and foreign climbers. At least five 
successful ascents were made in 
the group, including two of Kun 
East (7077m), one of Nun West 
(7135m) and one of Nun North 
(7135m). Several parties failed 
and there were two deaths. 
Graham Meyer (British) died in a 
fall on Nun on June 17, and 
Madrassi Nino (Italian) died of 
pulmonary oedema on August 4 
at Panikhar. 

Stok Kangri (6153m) 
Steve Berry led a successful 
expedition in August and 
September to this peak, and it was 
also climbed by Bernard Huh n's 
West German party in August. 

Other successes in the area 
included Yan (6230m), by Tanio 
Kyrta's group from the Japanese 
Alpine Club, Z3 (6270m) by an 
Italian group led by Charles Ratti 
in July and an unnamed peak 
5900m by Simon Richardson and 
three friends in August
September 1988. 

Brammah's Wife (5797m) 
Richard Hester's UK party of five 
were unsuccessful in August and 
September. 

Kanglecha (6153m) 
Kenji Takaki led a successful 
ascent by six members of the 
Matsui Alpine Club of Japan in 
August. 

Mamostang Kangri (7561m) 
The Ladakh Scouts led by Major 
A.M. Sethi, were successful on 
this peak in April-May 1988. 

Garwhal 
Satopanth (7075ml 
A four member Yugoslav party 
composed of Tone Golnar, Andrej 
Gradisnik, Rok Preloznik and 
Danilo Tic, attempted the South 
Face. Poor rock on the lower part 
of the face, forced them on the 
Normal Route on the north side. 
On September 13 from Camp I at 
5800m the top was reached by Tic 
and Preloznik and the following 
day by Golnar and Gradisnik. 
Though the climb is a snow plod, 
these were two rapid ascents. 
Bhagirathi I (6856ml 
The West Ridge was climbed, 
alpine style, on Sep 151988 by a 
five man New Zealand expedition. 
Geoff Gabites, Mark Gabites, Bill 
King and Dave Stephenson 
reached the summit at 2pm in 
deteriorating conditions. The fifth 
member, Debbie Koster, reached 
Camp 2 and 6000m. This was the 
second ascent of the ridge and 
the third ascent of the mountain. 
The climbing was mainly on steep 
granite and went free at 5.10. The 
route followed an obvious crack 
system up a granite tower then 
200m of mixed ground followed 
by an 800m snow arete to the 
summit. The descent took 20 
abseils. 

Bhagirathi II (6454ml 
This was climbed via the South 
West Pillar (Scottish Route) by a 
two man New Zeland expedition, 
Phil Castle and Carol McDermott. 
The climb took eight days, with 
only one aid pitch. Descent was 
via the east side to the Chaturangi 
Glacier. Having been thrown from 
the summit, their haul bag was 
subsequently buried by a snow 
storm and lost. 
Peak (6038m) 
Eight members of a 19 man 
Bulgarian team led by Vasil 
Gu rev, made the first ascent of 
this un-named peak on October 
13 having made three camps . The 
sum miters were Petko Totev, Ms. 
Petia Kolcheva, Kamen Kolchev, 
Ms. Svetla Anachkova, Valentin 
Bondarenko, Bogdan Todorov, 
Ms. Svetlana Toshevska and Vasil 
Gu rev. This was the first 
Bulgarian expedition to the Indian 
part of the Himalaya . 

Kedarnath Peak (6940ml 
An Italian expedition pioneered a 
new route on the 2400m high 
unclimbed South Face which in 
1981 and 1987 had repulsed two 
Japanese attempts. The face is 
made up of three big rock walls 
separated by ice fields. The 
3500m zigzag route (V, TD) was 
climbed by G.B. Villa, Lorenzo 
Sal la and Domenico Chindamo, 
who reached the top on 
September 6. Mauro Farina, Gilan 
Maria Mandel Ii and Romano Corti 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

... ... - -
The new Yugoslav Route on the North Face of Cho Oyu. 
Photo : Roman Robas. 

reached a high point of 6600m 
where Corti became ill. 

Brigupanth (6772ml 
A Spanish, Montaneros de 
Aragon Club expedition, led by 
Julian Vicente succeeded on this 
rarely attempted peak. The 
summit was reached by Javier 
Olivar and Santiago Lopez
Quadra. The upper part of the 
route was on ice up to 60 degrees 
and was made without fixed rope. 
The main objective of the 
expedition was the neighbouring 
Thalay Sagar where camps at 
5300m, 5500m and 6150m were 
established. 

Meru North (6460ml 
In August 1988, three Yugoslav 
mountainers, Francek Knez, Marja 
Freser and Martin Hrastnik 
concentrated their efforts,on the 
1000 to 1200m high right part of 
the East Face, establishing two 
routes. All three climqers first 
completed a 1200m route via the 
Right Buttress (UIAA grade VII). 

Some days later Knez and 
Hrastnik made a second route, 
shorter (1000m), but much 
harder : UIAA grade VIII AO. The 
first route, Broken Wing was 
climbed free. The second was 
mostly free with only 2 short 
sections of aid. Both routes 
received previous attempts, 
before being completed in single 
continuous pushes of three days 
each. The lower part of the second 
route is exposed to ice and 
stonefall, but the rock is solid on 
both routes. 

These are probably the hardest 
routes climbed in the Indian 
Himalaya to date and are among 
the most interesting Himalayan 
events of 1988·. 

Karakoram 1988 -A Summary 
Mountain's cover of the 
Karakoram was not 
comprehensive in 1988. It 
therefore seems valuable to 
publish a summary of events 
there for the record and as an aid 
to future expedition planning. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA ; 

Trango Tower, New Route on East Face by 
Kurtyka and Loretan. Free climbed by Gullich 
and -Arnold. 
Winter 
K2 :8611m) 
The year began with the Polish
British-Canadian first attempt on 
K2 in winter. Bad weather caused 
immense difficulty in getting 
equipment to base camp, which 
delayed matters greatly. Andrzej 
Zawada, veteran of so many 
winter schemes, led the 22 
member team. They faced high 
winds and temperatures down to 
minus 50 degrees C. A high point 
of7350m on the Abruzzi Spurwas 
reached, but mostly the 
conditions seem to have been too 
bad to make much progress. 
Roger Mear, Mike Woolridge and 
John Barry took part, though 
John did not reach base camp and 
Mike was ill. 

Broad Peak (8047ml 
The first winter ascent of Broad 
Peak by members of this 
expedition was something of a 
consolation prize. Maciej Berbeka 
and Alek Lwow set out on March 3 
on an alpine style ascent of the 
Ordinary Route. On March 6 
Lwow decided to stay at a camp at 
7700m after the exhausting 
stuggle to reach that point 
through deep snow. Berbeka 
reached the top that night, at 
6.00pm and got down to 7900m 
before being forced to stop. Next 
morning he rejoined Lwow in 
poor weather and they descended 
safely, but both suffered frostbite. 

Summer 

2 and 3 and ropes had to be 
abandoned. 

Americans Pete Athans, Steve 
Matous, Andrew Lapkass and the 
British Al and Adrian Burgess had 
the same basic problem on the 
Abruzzi. A June attempt reached 
7500m, but five tries in spells 
between bad weather in July and 
early August had to be aborted. 
Similar problems defeated 
Catalans led by Jordi Guell, and 
Rob Hall's New Zealand group. It 
is little consolation to know that 
things were equally bad on the 
Sinkiang side North Ridge. Pierre 
Beghin and five companions tried 
the route, but after a high point of 
7600m in July the weather was 
never good for more than three 
days at a time. Beghin went solo 
beyond 8000 metres, but only just 
returned in the subsequent storm. 

By contrast, on Broad Peak, 
there were several successful 
ascents. The mountain was 
climbed by two Japanese teams, 
by South Koreans and by an ltalo
Romanian party. Sadly a porter, 
Hussain, was killed when he fell 
loaded into the Braldu River on 
August 10. 

During the summer 57 
expeditions took to the field. Most 
went to the Skardu district (38), 
with 11 on Nanga Parbat and 8 in 
the Gilgit area. Japanese climbers 
mounted 10 expeditions, West 
Germans and French 6 each, 
Britain 5, Italy and the USA 4 each 
and Poland and South Korea 3 
each. Austria, Spain, Switzerland 
and Canada had 2 each, and there 
were 8 others, some bi-national in 
make up. 26 expeditions claimed 
successes. 

On the mountain there was 
another casualty when Jang II 
Chung was avalanched from a 
steep slope at 8000m on August 
20. He was leader of a four man 
South Korean expedition, three of 
whom reached the summit that 
day at 2.30pm. The group had 
arrived at base camp on July 11 
and established five camps, the 
last at 7500m. Two attempts were 
thwarted by bad weather before 
August 15. Then Yong II Jang . 
Yoon Keun Han and Han Cheol 
Shin were stuck in Camp 5 from 
August 15-20, when they climbed, 
despite high wind and bad 
weather. They were trying to 
make a speedy descent when the 
accident occurred. The new Swiss-Polish Route on the East Face of Trango Tower. 

Photo: Voytek Kurtyka. 

Notably, Cz~ch, Yugoslav and 
Polish expeditions took along 
greater numbers of climbers, 
thereby enabling more people to 
participate than in the typically 
very small British expeditions. 

K2(8611m) 
K2 repulsed all comers, with some 
initial good weather followed by 
bad from early July. A spirited 
team attempt by 12 Yugoslavs led 
by Tomaz Jamnik sought to 
repeat the 1986 Polish Route on 
the SSW Pillar. Three camps were 
established, and 3300m of rope 
were in place when Andrej 
Stremfelj and Filip Bence reached 
a high point of 81 00m on July 13. 
They had intended to set up a 
camp 4 about 1 00m higher at the 
top of a big gully and try for the 
summit thereafter. Instead, bad 
weather forced them down and 
prevented further serious 
attempts. Indeed complete camps 
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Gasherbrum 1 
This peak was climbed via the SW 
Face by Czechs led by Robert 
Galfy. Others had less luck. 
George Miranda's small Mexican 
expedition reached 7200m, where 
Jorge Luis Brito died from 
pulmonary oedema and the party 
retreated. 

Another party led by Ethan Van 
Mat re tried the German Route on 
the North Face, but after early 
good conditions could make no 
progress in the subsequent bad 
weather. 

Nearby an American party led 
by Gary Speer wished to repeat 
the American rou•e, but after long 
initial delays were prevented from 
going to the start of the American 
Original Route for military 
reasons. 

In consequence, they went on 
to Gasherbrum 2. Phil Boyer had 
altitude troubles and came down 
with Dr. Chip Woodland. Gary 
Speer and Gary Silver went on . At 
Camp 2 Silver felt ill, and Speer 
continued alone, reaching 7950m 

before returning exhausted in 
deteroriating weather. Whilst 
descending he met Silver going 
up with Dr. Roland Willenbrock, a 
Swiss member of a Canadian 
expedition. They reached camp 3, 
where they were trapped for 
some days in bad weather in 
which a metre of snow fell. On 
July 9they started to come down, 
but at 7000m Silver collapsed and 
died, despite efforts to get him 
down. Altogether ten parties tried 
Gasherbrum 2, making it the most 
popular peak after Nanga Parbat. 
Of course the variety of 
approaches was less, with almost 
all parties climbing on the 
standard Austrian Route of 1956, 
as were the Americans above. Six 
parties succeeded, many of them 
in favourable June conditions. 
Bernard Muller's French 
commercial trip of 17 people 
allowed Georges Lozat, Jordi 
Pons, J.P. Ranaud, B. Vall et, Jacky 
Peche and Muller to reach the top 
on June 22 and 23. Next day Marc 

Buscail, Pascal Hittinger and 
Henri Al bet also succeeded. A 
subsequent attempt at a mono-ski 
'surf' descent by Henry Al bet on 
June 25 ended in his death when 
hefell 1300 metres from the first 
turn . Later Belgians Jan Vanhees, 
Ingrid Baeyens and Lut Vivijs 
were held up by bad weather in 
late July. On August 4 they 
reached camp I (6000m) and in 
the next two days climbed the 
Austrian Route, finding Silver's 
body between camps 2 and 3. On 
August 7 deep snow stopped 
them near 7600m but next day 
they reached the top after an 
exhausting time in deep snow . . 
Lut Vivijs thus succeeded on her 
third 8000m peak (Dhaulagiri 1 
1982; Nanga Parbat 1986). All in 
all Gasherbrum 2 was kind to 
women in 1988. Japan's women's 
expedition was also successful by 
the normal route, with an 11 
member team led by Shiori 
Hashimoto. An attempt on the 
peak led by Jean Pierre Fide le was 



less happy. Michael Sasson died 
on July 16 from pulmonary 
oedema, though the party 
reached the top. Another ascent 
was by Max Eiselin's Swiss 
guided expedition of 12 people, 
and yet another by two 
Savoyards. Thus the standard 
route on Gasherbrum 2 remains 
overpopulated with around 10 
parties on one route at various 
times, five of them French, and 
several of them large commercial 
guided groups. It seems 
rwmarkable that 5 out of 6 French 
expeditions to the Karakoram 
went on the same mountain and 
the same route! 
Of course invention is expensive 
in time and more uncertain of 
reward. Thus despite it being a 
second try, Dai Lam pa rd, Phil 
Butler and his party did not 
succeed on the unclimbed and 
difficult SWRidgeofGasherbrum 
4, stopping around 7000m at a 
steep rock barrier. This is a 
formidable prospect, with much 
more difficulty between high 
point and summit. Another 
innovative attempt was made by 
Mike Searle's group on the 
Baltoro peak of Biale (6730m), 
which is unclimbed. Between July 
1 and 6 Searle, Mark Miller, Sean 
Smith, Simon Yates and Nick 
Groves found a route through the 
icefall at the head of the Bi ale 
glacier, across a wide snow basin 
and up ice and rock to the 
Cathedral Biale ridge around 6000 
metres. Camp 3 was set up at 6000 
metres 200 metres north of the 
Cathedral. A point was reached 
under the summit headwall at 
about 6250m when storm forced 
retreat. Bad weather stopped 
subsequent July attempts around 
6000m. 

Elsewhere enterprise paid off. 
Voytek Kurtyka and Erhart 
Loretan made the first ascent of 
the East Face of the Tran go Tower 
(wrongly called 'nameless' ever 
since Galen Rowell.) Two 
attempts on this very steep wall 
were stopped after their initial 
beginning on June 24. Eventually 
they succeeded on July 13, after 
eight days of effective climbing. 
The route is 29 rope lengths, 
1100m ED plus, with 6 A3 pitches 
and much other artificial climbing 
though mostly using nuts and 
friends. They fixed 600 metres of 
rope, but completed another of 
the Tower's great test pieces. 
Later in the summer ten German 
climbers led by Hartmut 
Munchenbach followed their 
route for 220 metres, then 
traversed to the south on the big 
snowledge to the Yugoslav route 
and finished up that. On 
September 3 Wolfgang Kraus, 
Jorg Wilz, Thomas Lipinski and 
Jorg Schneider reached the top. 
On September6 Kurt Albert, Bernt 
Arnold, Wolfgang Gullich, Martin 
Sesilnauer, Hartmut 
Munchenbach and Martin 
Schiersch succeeded. Gullich and 

Albert made a free ascent, 
grading the route UIAA VIII or VIII 
plus. Subsequently Arnold 
sustained pelvic and rib fractures 
after falling into a crevasse and 
had to be helicoptered out, an 
urifortunate culmination of a rare 
trip for the East German 
sandstone ace. 

Nearby on Uli Biaho (6290m), 
an Italian party did a new route on 
the South Pillar, and made the 
second ascent of this steep tower. 
Rosana Manfrini, Maurizio 
Giordani and Kurt Wald 
completed the climb in five days 
between 17 and 21 June, grading 
the climb VII A3. Two routes were 
also done on El Castillo (5844m). 
These climb a face to a lower 
summit (5300m) with sections of 
6b, and were done between May 
19 and 28. The main summit 
remains virgin. After the Uli Bia ho 
route Giordani soloed the Great 
Tower of Trango from the north 
side in 9 hours, a 2000m route 
repeated by his friends 
afterwards. Canadians led by 
Woodworth were also successful 
but no further details are 
presently known. 
Another Italian expedition 
climbed the far west peak of 
Masherbrum (7200m). It was led 
by Augusto Zanotti from Rome. In 
the Latoks Enrico Rosso, Marco 
Forcatura and Marco Marciani 
repeated the 1979 Japanese 
Route on Latok 3 (6852m). They 
made the ascent alpine style in 
near winter conditions in eight 
days finishing on June 15 (VI and 
A2). 

A West German party tried 
Baintha Brakk (7285m) but was 
unsuccessful. Across the Biafo 
Glacier an Italian group climbed a 
fine pillar on Sosbun Spire 1, a 
peakof about 5500m. From 
Chokpiong they approached the 
west side oft he range via the East 
Branch of the Sosbun Glacier. 

An advance base was made at 
4350m on moraine in mid-August. 
They then climbed a steep pillar 
which had been tried by a Polish 
group led by Janusz Skorek in 
1986. Their route was left of the 
Polish line. On August 19-20 350m 
were climbed and fixed with rope, 
in unstable weather. Then the 
weather cleared and on August 
21 and 22 a final ascent was made 
starting with a bivouac on a snow 
field half way up the pillar. A 
blizzard began on the last pitches, 
but Paulo Vital, the 24 year old 
leader, G. Battista Gianola (25), 
Adriano Carnati (25) and Daniele 
Bosisio (25) reached the top at 
3pm . The route was 1400 metres 
long with magnificent climbing, 
including 35 pitches of V, VI or VI 
plus and A 1. The descent was 
made on August 22 and 23. One 
member, Sonja Brambati (27) 
missed the climb after being ill on 
the first attempt. The area, visited 
about a decade ago by Mick 
Coffey, has dozens of hard, 
smaller peaks and can be reached 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

in 3 or 4 days from Dusso. It is 
significant that an Austrian party 
tried the route earlier in the 
season. Led by Heinz Zak it was 
defeated by bad weather. 

On the Hispar, climbing parties 
were few. Best British effort of the 
year hereabouts was the ascent 
of Kunyang Kish (7852m) by a 
new route up the North Ridge. 
{See article this issue.] After 
setting up base on June 22 the 
five man party set up camps 1 
(5400m) and 2 (5800m), then 
rested at base in bad weather. On 
July 1 Keith Milne, Mark Lowe, 
Andrew Wingfield and Julian 
Fisher returned to the ridge and a 
camp was subsequently set up at 
6700m. There they were caught in 
bad weather for three days after 
which Fisher felt ill so he and 
Wingfield descended. Milne and 
Lowe continued over the 7000m 
Sod's Law Peak, aptly named by 
its first explorers, Dave Wilkinson, 
Steve Venables and Phil ::drtlett 
in 1980. They continued, with low 
winds, reaching the top on July 
13. It was a bold effort, favoured 
by the weather on ascent and 
descent, and the second only of 
this formidable peak, since that of 
Zawada's strong Polish team via 
the South Ridge in August 1971. 
Interestingly that route too was 
originally reconnoitred by a 
British party in 1960, though an 
attempt was called off when Dick 
James and Jimmy Mills were 
killed in a fall down the east face. 
(HJ XXX/V 1962-3. Dr. P. J, 
Horniblow. Khinyang Chish. 1962. 
pps96-100). 

Elsewhere on the Hispar the big 
peaks repulsed the climbers. 
Jacques Kelle from Marseille led 
an eleven member party to 
Pumarichish (7350m) and Herbert 
Tschochner from West Germany 
again with eleven people tried 
Distaghil Sar (7885m). Like a 
British attempt upon Malubiting 
led by David Harries these failed. 
Herbert Streibel's West German 
group of fifteen climbed Spantik 
(7027m) and in a different vein 
Jamie Thin and a friend from 
Durham University did a route on 
the north face of one of the twin 
rock peaks at the eastern end of 
the Bal Chish massif, on the south 
wall of the Hispar. They climbed 
snow and ice runnels to a col and 
a rocky ridge to the top. How this 
relates to ascents of summits in 
this area by a services expedition 
from the Kerolungma side is not 
known, but the route is almost 
certainly new despite their efforts, 
and climbs by the Poles in that 
region before their success on 
Kunyang Kish. Nearby too was 
the exploratory trek to the 
Gharesa Glacier, another cirque 
with many smaller unclimbed 
summits, led by Richard 1-iaszko 
(UK). 

Polish climbers led by Janusz 
Baranek made a major first ascent 
of the South West Face of 

Haramosh from a base in the 
lshkapal Valley. 

This face is said to be 4000 
metres high, and had been 
reconnoitred by Polish climbers 
in 1984. Then two smaller peaks, 
Redam (5300m) and Godeli 
(5325m) were climbed. Base 
camp was at 3200m, and above 
camps were established at 4900m 
(June 29), 5900m (July 4), 6600m 
(July 10). 3000m of rope was fixed 
up to this camp 3. The lower part 
of the face was 50 degree ice, in a 
dangerous crevassed couloir. 
From camp 1 to 2 was steep rock 
(V) and 70 degree ice in parts. 
From camp 3 Jarosz Malzyk and 
Marek Pronobis crossed a 
dangerous hanging glacier and 
bivouacked at the foot of an 
icefall. Next day, after continuous 
climbing for sixteen hours they 
reached the top (7397m). This was 
the fourth ascent overall, and on 
July 30 Baranek, Andrzej Mostek 
and Kazimierz Wszolek also 
reached the top, while other 
members Miroslaw Konewka and 
Jacek Wiltosinski reached one 
summit of Sari Sumari (c.7000m), 
but were prevented by high wind 
and shortness of time from going 
to the main summit. 
The ten expeditions to Nanga 
Parbat had varying fates. Three 
climbed the Diamir Face, West 
Germans led by Heinrich Koch, 
and another group led by Dr. E. 
Gundelach, and the Japan 
Research into High Mountains 
Group led by Haruyuki Endo. 
More innovative were efforts 
elsewhere. On June 25 Francesco 
Mich, Constante Carpel la and 
Angelo Giovannetti reached the 
top of a 2000 metre pillar in the 
centre of the North Face. The pillar 
required four days climbing, to a 
summit of 6550m. The 
continuation they judged too 
dangerous and they retreated. 
Their pillar they called Pilastro Val 
di Fiemme. On the Rupal Face, 
Barry Blanchard, K. Doyle, W. 
Robinson and M. Twig ht tried to 
repeat the Messner Route of 1970. 
They had to give up when a storm 
appeared when they were at 7750 
metres in the Merkl Couloir. They 
had climbed alpine style over five 
days when the weather . 
intervened on July 13. Before that 
they made two fine new routes, 
the east arete of Laila (6095m) was 
done solo by Mark Twig ht. The 
route was 1800 metres long TD. 
The north face of Shgiri (c.6400m) 
was done by Blanchard, K. Doyle 
and W. Robinson. They also made 
an ascent of the Schell Route on 
Nanga Parbat to 7000 metres to 
acclimatize before their final try. 
(Blanchard, Doyle, Twight) . A 
South Korean party climbed to 
Rakhiot Peak by the 1953 route. 
Three camps preceded a 
successful ascent by Nam Kyu 
Hwang and Jong Cheol Kim on 
June 18. The aim is to mount an 
expedition to the main peak in a 
future year. 
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Inevitably this overlaps with some 
news reports (see Mountain 125, 
124 and 121). 

The summer was marked by 
relatively good early weather for 
high snow peaks, but conditions 
were poor for high altitude 
climbing in July and early August, 
causing disappointment on K2 to 
all parties, and some problems 
elsewhere. Nevertheless there 
was a continued trend towards 
creative ascents of new routes, on 
peaks varying from just below 
8000m to small technical and not 
so technical mountains. 

It is also reported that Peter 
Worgotter's Austrian expedition 
was successful, but Robert 
Renzler's Austrian group, Swiss, 
Italians and another American 
party all failed. 

Late attempts on Nanga Parbat 
met very poor conditions in 
September. An American 
expedition led by Tom Mereness 
from Boulder left Gilgit on 29 
August, setting up base at 3700m 
in the upper Ru pal Valley on 
September 8. They attempted the 
Schell route, but on October 4 the 
weather worsened with much 
snow. The resultant avalanche 
conditions stymied further 
progress, and a South Korean 
expedition on the Diamir Face led 
by II Hwan Park also reached their 
high point of around 7000m in 
mid-September. 
Relatively few parties tried higher 
peaks in the west of the KKH. 
Poles led by Piotr Miotecki 
climbed the main summit of 
Batura Mustagh (7785m). From 
base at 4000 metres on the 
Batokshi Glacier moraines, 3 
camps were established 
following the 1983 Koblmueller 
Route. Attempts to climb Batura 1 
West (7762ml failed. On July 6 
Zygmund A. Heinrich, Pawel 
Kubalski and Volker Stallbohm 
made a big push, sleeping at 
Camp 1 (4700ml and camp 3 
(6200ml and continuing alpine 
style, using a tent for three 
bivouacs and a snow hole for a 
last one. They reached the top on 
July 13 at 7.30am, staying two and 
a half hours. The weather 
deteriorated very fast and they 
failed to find their tent or • 
equipment, so three snow hole 
bivouacs were made without gear 
or food on the descent. Heinrich 
had a haemorrhage and 
Stallbohm frostbite. Eventually a 
party from base helped them 
down the last stage, so that base 
camp was reached after two 
weeks on the mountain. This was 
the third ascent of Batura 1 
(German 1976; Austrian 1983). 
The first attempt was led by 
Mattias Rebitsch in 1951, and 
despite ascents of a good number 
of the higher peaks several of 
them and many smaller peaks 
remain unclimbed. Since this 
expedition Jerzy Wala of Krakow 
has produced a useful sketch map 
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Above: Two new routes in the Latok area, by a German team comprising Uli Eberhardt, Bernd Eberle, 
Christian Futterer, Edward Koch, Stefan Kohler and Michael Saumweber, Point 5500m (left), Uzum Brakk 
(centre), Ogres Thumb (Ogre Stump) right. Photo: Stefan Kohler. 

ofthis complex area and there is a 
very fine but rare Chinese map. 

There were a good number of 
parties operating on peaks below 
6000 metres. Among the dozens 
of parties walking in the open 
zones a good number tried some 
climbs and 300 people in 49 
parties were given permission to 
trek in restricted areas. Among 
these were British climbers who 
tried Shani (5885ml by its 
unclimbed south east face in June 
and early July (A. Macnae, P. Bale, 
R. Spillett and S. Thompson) and 
the ascents by their group of 
South Twin (5640ml by its north 
face, a 790m ice route and the 
North West Face of Mehrbani 
(5639ml also reported as TD inf. 
Elsewhere Phil Bartlett and 
Lindsey Griffin tried Jur Jur 
Khona Sar (c.6000m) near the 
KKH, but the excessive June 
temperatures made it too 
dangerous. Returning in late 
November Mike Woolridge, Peter 
Cox and Griffin climbed the 
2000m. South Face of Tapadan 
Sar (6100m). They set up base at 
the snow line of 3500m, in a 
shepherd's hut. There was early 
winter snowfall. Daytime 
temperatures barely reached 
zero, but there was sun and night 
time temperatures were no worse 
than alpine winter (-24 degrees). 
The party did the face in five days, 
with a summit day of 21 hours in 
crisp, clear and relatively calm . 
conditions. Snow conditions were 

' ... not unexpectedly abysmal, 
with much dry and 
unconsolidated powder.' 

This peak near Ka run Koh was 
first climbed by Andy Cave and 
John Stevenson in 1987. 

Another winter venture, 
Japanese intending to climb on 
Gasherbrum 2, were forced to 
abandon the idea at Urdukas 
around the same time. 
The trekking parties who do climb 
have entered a new golden age of 
possibilities among the smaller 
peaks. In valleys like the Hushe 
there was a particularly extensive 
amount of activity. Most record 
little, but modern technical 
abilities and equipment, and 
relative ease of access to some 
areas have broached a threshold 
which can provide new climbing 
for at least a generation. This 
makes the concentration upon 
'voies ordinaires' on the big 
peaks, hard work but 
unimaginative as it is, look ever 
more myopic. 

In the East Karakoram the 
ascent of Rimo 1 (7385ml by an 
Inda-Japanese expedition was 
the most significant event. Led by 
Hukam Singh the expedition went 
from the Siachen Glacier to 
Terong Topko. Floods ensured 
thatfourdays were spent entering 
the valley, and a, 'rope 
suspension traverse bridge was 
used. After a traverse ofthe North 
Terong Glacier and two camps 

climbing, camp 1 was made at the 
base of the Ibex Col (5960m). A 
couloir was then followed above 
and beyond the col, to a hanging 
glacier below the summit. Camp 
2 was placed at 6800m on July 19. 
There was then much bad 
weather, but on August 28 six 
members reached the top; 
Su mania ofthe ITBP, N.D. Sherpa 
of the Indian army, Yoshida and 
Ogata of Japan were on top at 
2pm. At 3.30 Kanhayalal and 
Ratan Singh also reached the top. 
The Painted Mountain was first 
tried by the Inda-British 
expedition of 1985, climbing a 
snow face to the Ibex Col and over 
the SE Ridge. An Inda-Australian 
team of 1986 tried the East Ridge 
from the Shyok Valley. 

CORRECTIONS 
Kunyang Kish (7852ml 
The report in Mountain 124 
contained a number of errors. The 
summit was reached on July 13 
1988, not the 11. The leader was 
Andrew Wingfield, Camp 3 was at 
6700m and it appears that there 
were three bivouacs on the final. 
ascent above Camp 3. Our 
apologies to those concerned in 
this excellent ascent. 

Cho Oyu from the North Side 
The new Yugoslav route (early 
November, 1988) was made from 
the Pa lung Glacier via the virgin 
and unknown North Face of the 
mountain (not northwest face). 



New Maps and Roads 

Above: South West Face of Ogres Thum (5600m), showing line of 
new German Route (V11 A2). Photo: Kohler. 

This is the fourth independent 
route on Cho Oyu. 

Himalayan Maps 
The National Geographic Society 
have published a definitive map 
of the Mount Everest Region at 
1 :50,000 to celebrate their one 
hundredth anniversary. This is 
the product of much very hard 
work over an eight year period 
aided by the most sophisticated 
modern techniques. It is 
extremely pleasing, published as 
a supplement to the November 
1988 edition of National 
Geographic Magazine. {See 
feature page 36.] 

Of course it was in 1852 that 
Peak XV became the world's 
highest mountain, supposedly 
with an altitude of 8840m. The 
eight metres error waited a 
century to be corrected. The map 
also contains on its reverse side a 
computer generated panorama 
of the Himalaya from Kathmandu 

Valley to the Makalu range on the 
east and Langtang in the west. 
This provides an interesting 
perspective, especially for those 
unfamiliar with this complex and 
intriguing area. The map itself will 
remain definitive for some 
considrable time, and must make 
this region the best mapped in the 
Himalayan chain. 

On a different level, but very 
useful, is a recent sketch map of 
the Batura Range in Pakistan. This 
has been produced by Jerzy Wala, 
ul. P. Wlodkowica 4/57; 31-452 
Krakow, Poland. It was produced 
in consultation with Anders 
Bolinder of the Himalayan club 
and consists of three 
monochrome sheets of 40 X 
30cm. It is edited by the High 
Mountain Club, Trojmiasto, 
Gdansk, 1988. It is a ridge-line 
map on the scale of about 
1 :115,000 and covers an area of 
more than 1100km squared 
between Pasu In the east ana 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

Baltar Glacier in the west. It is 
simply produced but extremely 
useful and would be very helpful 
for any climber or trekker 
planning to visit the area. There is 
of course an excellent Chinese 
map of the Batura Glacier area 
itself, but this map covers a much 
larger area of the Western 
Karakoram and the Chinese map 
is difficult to obtain. 

Himalayan Roads 
It is a very difficult task to keep 
high mountain roads in order. In 
the Himalaya they are constructed 
across natural obstacles and the 
forces of nature destroy them all 
the time. When planning a trip to 
Nepal or Tibet one should collect 
all current information on the 
state of the roads and be ready for 
many surprises. 

In November and December 
1988 the situation on some key 
routes was as follows: 

The famous strategical 
'highway' Kathma.ndu - Lhasa had 
been ruined in Spring 1987 by big 
landslides, most seriously from 
Lamosang to Barahbise in Nepal. 
For a long time this 8km stretch 
could only be done on foot. In 
Winter 1988 public buses from 
Kathmandu still ran only to 
Lamosang and from there trucks 
and private vehicles could be sent 
to the border. The road between 
Nepalese Immigration in Kodari 
and the Chinese customs 
checkpoint in Zhang mu, 9km in 
distance and 530m in altitude 
apart, has been permanently 
destroyed by landslides. In 
November 1988 a halfofthis route 
from Zhangmu side was 
reopened to trucks, but for how 
long? There is as yet no public 
transport from the Tibetan side of 
the border to Lhasa. Thus one 
must either find a truck or hire a 
jeep that is returning to Lhasa. 
This is usually easier and cheaper 
than the journey from Lhasa to 
the border. 

Another new road useful for 
climbers and trekkers going into 
the Ganesh Himal, provides 
excellent connections between 
Kathmandu and the nearest 
trekking regions, Langtang and 
Ganesh. Until 1988 public 
transport was available as far as 
Trisuli Bazar. Now everyone can 
take a bus direct from Kathmandu 
to Dhunche, thus saving three 
days walk. The trip takes about 9 
hours and a bus leaves every day 
at 7.30 from Sorkhuti bus station 
on the northern side of 
Kathmandu. From Dhunche, the 
road continues through 
Syabrubensi to the Ganesh 
Range, but in the Winter of 1988/ 
89 the bridge beyond Dhunche 
was destroyed by a big boulder. 

,I 

SOVIET UNION-TIEN SHAN 
Pik Pobedy (7439ml 
Continuing preparation for the 
great Kangchenjunga traverse 

planned for Spring 1989, the 
Soviet team completed a whole 
traverse of the Pik Pobedy massif 
in the Tien Shan in August 1988. 
The 26 member party was divided 
into two groups going with one
day intervals. The travese was 
made via Pik Vazha Pshavela 
(6973m), Pik Pobedy (7439m), Pik 
Pobedy East Summit (7049m) and 
Military Surveyors Summit 
(6973m). The 20 km long ridge 
climb over 6000m was completed 
in the record time of 7 days. 
Despite strong winds and heavy 
snowfalls all 26 members 
succeeded. 

Pik Pobedy is the most northern 
seven thousander, it is also one of 
the most dangerous. Since 1955, 
53 people have died on the 
mountain. 

Fanskye Gory 
Three Bulgarians, Nikolai Velikov, 
Kiri I Rusev and K. Krumov, spent 
some weeks of August and . 
September 1988 in the Soviet 
Fanskye Gory (Tajikistan). Four 
summits were climbed: Alaudin 
(4200m), Zamok (5070m), Mirali 
(5170m) and Chimtarga, at 5487m 
the highest mountairi of the 
range. The most interesting climb 
was a new route via the West Face 
ofZamok. the 1000m ascent 
(UIAA IV-VI), took a day and a half 
in late August. Using friends and 
hextentrics they climbed 
remarkably fast. The climbers 
were benighted near the summit, 
and forced to make a cold tentless 
bivvy. 

Pamirs 
Peak Lenin (7134m) 
A large group from Leningrad 
made the first winter ascent on 
January 30 1988 via the North 
Face, using three ice cave camps. 

CHINA 
Quinghai Province (North-West 
China) 
Syn Qing Feng II 
An American group led by Eric 
Perlman attempted Syn Qing 
Feng II in April 1988. Apart from a 
Japanese expedition which was 
there just before them, they were 
the first climbers to visit this 
range. They met bitter cold and 
high winds on their two summit 
attempts which prevented them 
getting above 6150m and 6400m. 
They reported great difficulties 
with the CMA of Quinghai. 

Changtse, 7553m 
An Italian party led by Arturo 
Bergamaschi from Bologna 
completed the fifth ascent - first 
Italian - of this northern satellite 
of Everest. The mountain was first 
climbed in October 1982. 

Correspondents: Bill King, Indian 
Mountaineering Federation, Jozef 
Nyka, Monika Nyczanka, Zafarulla 
Siddiqui, M. Hussein, Jerzy Wala, 
Krzysztof Wielicki, H. Adams 
Carter, Monika Nyczanda. 
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OBITUARY 

Fritz Wiessner 1900 - 1988 
FritzWiessner began his climbing 
on the towers of the 
Elbsandsteingebirge near 
Dresden, his birthplace. He was 
leading by the age of sixteen but it 
was not until the early 1920s that 
his interest and skill in rock 
climbing was such that he began 
to explore difficult new climbs in 
other ranges, in particular the 
Kaisergebirge and the Dolomites. 
He would write much later, in the 
elegant book on the 
Elbsandsteingebirge by Hasse 
and Stutte, that during this period 
he tried, without compromise, to 
conduct his Alpine tours in 
accordance with the traditional 
ethic of the Dresden climbers : 
rejection of the use of artificial 
aids. This ethic was already 
established well before Wiessner 
began climbing by the important 
climbers of the day, including 
Rudolf Fehrmann and the 
American Oliver Perry-Smith 
among others. The quality of their 
climbs between 1903 and 1913 
certainly established the 
Elbsandsteingebirge as the most 
important source of the free
climbing ethic. In 1925, Wiessner 
and his friend Rossi met in the 
Kaisergebirge and completed the 
first ascent of the Southeast Face 
of the Fleischbank, a climb that 
ranked among the hardest of the 
day. Then, with another climbing 
companion, Solleder, he made 
the first ascent of the Furchetta 
North Face. They made plans to 
attempt the unclimbed 3,600' 
Northwest Face of the Civetta, but 
as Wiessner first had to return to 
Dresden, their plans went awry, 
and Solleder eventually made the 
ascent with Lettenbauer. With 
these climbs and others in the 
Dolomites and the Western Alps, 
Wiessner's reputation as a first 
rate alpinist was well established. 

Wiessner moved to the United 
States in the winter of 1928 and 
because of his knowledge of 
pharmaceutical matters, he 
studied chemistry and eventually 
formed his own chemical 
business. Although he made 
friends with American climbers, 
he still returned often to visit his 
family and friends in Dresden. In 
1932 he participated in the 
unsuccessful German-American 
Nanga Parbat expedition under 
Willi Merkl. Soon, however, the 
business and political climate 
obliged him to stay close to home, 
and he began to cl imb more in 
new Hampshire and the Hudson 
Highlands with his American · 
friends. On one such visit in 1935, 
near the Hudson River, his party 
made the remarkable discovery 
of the Shawangunks, a series of 
quartzite cliffs destined to 
become one of the great climbing 
areas in the United States. 
When I consider Wiessner's 
adventure on the South Face of 
Mt. Waddington (13, 177ft) in 
British Columbia, I begin to think 
it could well be his most 
remarkable first ascent. In 1936, 
when the ascent was made, 
Waddington was the premier 
problem in North American 
mountaineering, having been 
attempted many times without 
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S';JCCess. Though not particularly 
high, the peak lay in the midst of 
an i_mmense, remote, glaciated 
region. The Franklin Glacier, the 
approach route, reached nearly to 
the sea 25 miles distant. Wiessner 
and his companion, Bill House, 
climbed and descended the 3,100' 
wall during a 23-hour push from 
high camp. 

Another important first ascent 
quickly followed: that of Devil's 
Tower, in Wyoming, with House 
and Lawrence Coveney in 1937. 
However, Wiessner's greatest 
mountaineering achievement 
remains his ascent with Sherpa 
Pasang Lama to within 220 meters 
of the summit of K2 in 1939, the 
year he acquired US citizenship. 
They retreated and later, as they 
descended to resupply upper 
camps, a tragedy began to unfold 
that ultimately resulted in the loss 
of four lives. As leader of this 
American Alpine Club expedition, 
Wiessnerwas unfairly charged by 
certain conservative members of 
the AAC for having mismanaged 
the expedition and felt obliged to 
resign. The full story is poignant, 
with many complexities. It was 
Wiessner's greatest personal 
defeat, though he was eventually 
exonerated when he received 
honorary membership oftheAAC 
in 1966. 

After his retirement, he 
contributed time and money to 
UIAA affairs as a representative 
of the AAC, at the same time 
finding the odd moment to climb 
with friends at various places 
around the US and in Europe. 
Many of us were beneficiaries of 
Wiessner's generosity. My 
colleague, Steve Roper, was once 
invited by Wiessner to come to 
Dresden, to meet the top climbers 
there and 'feel' that marvellous 
Saxony sandstone. Only one 
matter, wrote Fritz to Steve : you 
must bring a dark suit 'for the 
hotels, the dining.' So Roper had 
to buy his first and only suit. 

On another occasion, in 1973, 
at Le Bau de St. Jean net, Fritz was 
leading a pitch when he 
complained of 'indigestion' . He 
angrily beat his chest in an 
attempt to alleviate the pain, not 
quite yet understanding he was in 
the throes of a major heart attack. 
He insisted on finishing the pitch 
but spent the next 10 days in a 
private hospital in Nice. 

As for the man himself, apart 
from his climbing, I quote Andy 
Kauffman, who wrote ofWiessner 
in the American Alpine News only 
months before Fritz's death in 
July 1988: ' .. . he is the product of 
an elaborate, classical German 
education. Prolonged 
acquaintance with him discloses 
a complex, innovative, cultivated 
personality, teeming with 
conflicts and contradictions; his 
mind bubbles with paradoxes that 
defy reconciliation. He is not an 
easy man to know, even by those 
closest to him : wife Muriel, 
daughter Polly, son Andrew.' 
Wiessner is survived by his wife, 
children , and four grandchildren. 
Two biographies of Wiessner are 
currently in preparation. 
Allen Steck 

Fritz Wiessner with daughter Polly, at Dresden. Photo: Steve Roper. 

UNITED STATES 

Sierra Nevada Summer 1988 
This past summer, tirless, globe 
trotting climber/photographer 
Galen Rowell spent a fair amount 
oftime in his own local stomping 
grounds, California's Sierra 
Nevada. While Hiking and 
photographing the John Muir 
Trail as part of an assignment for 
National Geographic Magazine, 
Galen, along with various friends, 
also managed to establish some 
fine new rock climbs. These 
climbs include the following 
routes. 
Digital Manipulation (5.11 b), 
north-east face of Columbia 
Finger near Cathedral Pass, 400ft. 
(5.10a, 5.11b, 5.10a, 5.8) . First 
ascent : Bob Pala is, Galen Rowell 
5/9/88. 
Second Gable, Chimney Route 
(5.9), 1400 ft ., longest face on 
north-west side of Mt. Seven 
Gables, 13,075 ft. First ascent : 
Sebastian Letemendia and Galen 
Rowell, 18/8/88. Right Wall Route 
(5.9), 1400 ft. First ascent : Dick 
Duane and Kevin Worrall, 18/8/88. 
Double Barrel Right (5.9), 600 ft. , 
right centre of East Face of Peak 
11 , 428 ft. above Silver Pass. First 
ascent: Dick Duane and Galen 
Rowell 16/8/88. Double Barrel 
Left, (5.8), 600ft., left side of same 
face. First ascent: Sebastian 
Letemendie and Kevin Worral, 
16/8/88. Five Fun, (5.8), 900 ft., 
north face of Triangle Peak, 
packers name for Peak 11,280+ 
on east side of Muir Trail north of 
Silver Pass. First ascent: Galen 
Rowell, Kevin Worral , 15/8/88. 
Classic, knobby, consistent 5.6 to 
5.8 climbing very similar to 

Charlotte Dome. Dihedral Route, 
(5.8), 900 ft. Dick Duane and 
Sebastian Letemendia, 15/8/88. 
Surprisingly, the 4th class summit 
was previously unclimbed, a 
great rarity in the Sierra these 
days. 
Virginia Pass Crag, Left Crack 
(5.10a), 200 ft., overhanging hand 
crack on prominent triangular cliff 
between Virginia Lake and Purple 
Lake. First ascent : Dick Cuane, 
Sebastian Letemendia, Galen 
Rowell, Kevin Worrall, 14/8/88. 
North-West Ridge of Mount 
Whitney, (5.7), 1200ft. Amazingly, 
this prominent rock rib between 
easy chutes on the north and west 
sides of Mt. Whitney appeared 
unclimbed with no Cairns on 
prominent gendarmes or loose 
rocks moved away from critical 
handholds on narrow aretes. 
Extremely fine, firm granite. First 
ascent: Galen Rowell, solo, 27n/88. 
Arctic Dreams, (5.1 Ob), 700ft. This 
dead vertical white granite wall 
rises north-west of Arctic Lake on 
Peak 12,880+, between Mt. Hale 
and Mt. Young, about a mile 
above the Muir Trail near Mt. 
Whitney. Route follows a classic 
dihedral right of the summit. First 
ascent: Pat O'Donnell and Galen 
Rowell, 27/7/88. 
East Face of The Hermit, 12,360 ft . 
(5.8), 400 ft ., Evolution Valley. 
First ascent: Galen Rowell solo, 
15/7/88. 
Yosemite Fall 1988 
This past fall there was a spurt of 
new route activity, most of which 
took place in the vicinity of the 
Chapel Wall and on Elephant 
Rock. Nearly all of these routes 



were established using a ground · 
up pseudo-traditional style of aid/ 
free climbing which can be taken, 
according to ones own ethical 
leanings, as either 'local activists 
committed to the ground-up style' 
or, as I've been told, 'locals merely 
going through the motions of 
ground up climbing to keep their 
routes from being chopped'. 
Either way it seems that the 
traditional style of Yosemite Free 
Climbing which reached its peak 
in the late seventies has finally 
been laid to rest as nearly all new 
bolted routes employ the full 
spectrum of trickster techniques 
ranging from bolt ladders and all 
manner of aid techniques to 
rappel bolts. 

Nowhere was this more evident 
than on the most signficant rock 
route established last fall, Kurt 
Smith's Keeper of the Flame 
5.13a, on Elephant Rock. The first 
ascent of this one pitch route 
entailed the use of rappel 
inspection and cleaning as well as 
the use of a variety of aid 
techniques to put in the 16 
protection bolts. After Smith red
pointed the route and returned 
home to Colorado, various local 
climbers discussed chopping the 
route for a myriad of reasons, not 
the least of which was the climb's 
extremely untraditional style of 
ascent. Apparently it was decided 
to spare the route, in the hope that 
it would be a positive step 
towards healing the schism that 
has formed between various 
factions of Yosemite Climbers. 
This would allow people to once 
again channel their energies into 
pursuing their own personal 
visions of climbing instead of 
engaging in route destruction and 
fighting in parking lots. 

The other significant routes 
established on Elephant Rock last 
fall include Candy-O (5.11) by 
Smith, Elephant Talk (5.11 c) and 
Killing Yourself to Live (5.12a) by 
Smith and Tucker Tech, and the 
Left Turn Crack (5.1 0c) by Dave 
Schultz. 

In the Chapel Wall area the 
routes include Cling Free (5.11 d), 
and Mongoloid (5.11 d) by Ken 
Ariz and Caid Lloyd, Drive by 
Shooting by Ariza, Lloyd and 
Tucker Tech , Berlin Waif (5.12a) 
by 'Big Wall Pete', Ariza and 
Lloyd, Colors (5.12) by Ariza and 
the first lead of the old top rope 
problem left of Gold Dust, New 
Wave (5.11 d) by Mark Carpenter. 

Dave Schultz was active as 
usual, and besides doing a lot of 
climbing in general, he also 
completed an excellent 5.12b 
route to the left of New Diversions 
and bolted the old 5.12 top rope 
problem left of Short Circuit, 
known as 666, so it can now be 
led. 

Dave Bengsten climbed what is 
rumoured to be a classic new 
lieback route near the Folly, 
Fof/ywood (5.12c). 

Another milestone was reached 
in the annals of Yosemite ice 
climbing with the first complete 
ascent of Sentinel Faffs by Walt 
Shipley and Kevin Fosberg. The 
complete Senitinel Faffs, a long 
sought after prize, is a series of 
steep falls rising 2,000 ft. from the 
valley floor. This very 
inspirational ascent involved two 
bivouacs and a good deal of soul 
searching when confronted by 
the crux, a rickety 50 metre icicle 
located at half height. 
Mark Chapman 

THE ALPS 

Ice Climbing Meet in Val di Cogne 
Report and Photos by Marc Francis Twight 

The Verdon of ice climbing? Above Left: Cascata di Liltaz, Above Right: Cascata di Patri (TD 300m), 
Below Right: Cascata de/ Sentiero dei Troll (TD+ 1000m). 

Val di Cogne in Italy was the scene 
of an informal meeting of 
waterfall climbers from the Val 
d'Aoste area on the 28-29 
January. The meet was organised 
by Aldo Cambiolo (Associate 
Editor ofthe Val D'Aoste Waterfall 
Guidebook) and the folks at Grivel 
in Courmayeur. This was a 
preliminary event to explore the 
idea of holding an international 
meeting there in 1990. 

I used to be a geographic bigot 
about waterfall climbing, 
believing that the Canadian 
Rockies could not be touched in 
terms of length, difficulty and 
access. Surprise, American. The 
Val di Cogne area is every bit as 
good if not better. Approximately 
200 routes between 70 and 1000m 
form in five different valleys. Less 
than half of them have been 
climbed . Cogne is located in the 
Gran Paradiso National Park, a 
mere 70 km from Chamonix. I 
suspect that this area has the 
highest concentration of frozen 
waterfalls in Europe. 

Temperatures in Val di Cogne 
are not as consistently frigid as 
Canada, it receiving a Maritime 
rather than Arctic airflow. 
However, the topographyis 
similar; large snow slopes above 
steep cliff bands. During high 
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pressure weather patterns an 
inversion commonly exists in 
Cogne - melting - melting the 
snow up high and refreezing the 
meltwater in the valley bottoms. 
Ideal. Because of the Maritime 
flow and its attendant melt/freeze 
cycles the ice tends to be well 
laminated and fairly soft. It's not 
the flash frozen eggshell and 
glass one finds around Banff. Ice 
screws can be belayed from with 
confidence. 

In years of heavy snowfall the 
area is subject to ridiculous 
avalanche hazard, but with careful 
study of a map and the terrain you 
can still find routes to do. Some of 
the waterfalls freeze below 
seracs. But in my opinion the 
routes in Cogne are not as 
dangerous as Canadian 
horrorshows like Slipstream or 
Gimme Shelter. 

On a practical note, the longest 
walk you'll suffer is about an hour. 
Most of the descents are walk-offs 
and you will find well equipped 
(pitons or bolts) belays on the 
popular routes. The area is 
covered in two guidebo.oks 
Cascate di Chiaccio in Val D'Aoste 
by A. Cambioli and P. Sartore, and 
Ghiaccio def/a Ovest by Gian
Carlo Grassi . Grassi's book 
includes 500 waterfall and couloir 

routes in Western Italy and 
France. For both of these books to 
be usefu I some knowledge of the 
Italian language is essential. 

The meeting was attended by 
fewer than 20 climbers, all from 
Aosta valley with the exception of 
Gian-Carlo Grassi and myself. It 
was a chance for climbers to 
compare ideas and techniques, 
eat some fantastic local food and 
test out some radical new 
products from Grivel. On 
Saturday evening, the public was 
invited to a presentaiton of Carlo 
Rdssi's film detailing the 
international ice meeting held in 
Italy last winter. Following the 
movie was a panel discussion 
between Grassi, Cambiolo and 
myself. 70 people attended. On 
Sunday several of us gave a 
demonstration on Cascata di 
Lillaz, basically to introduce the 
locals to ice climbing - prepare 
them for next season. 

Climbing in Italy is pleasant, 
and all of the locals were friendly 
and sympathetic. All I can say is 
that if you're in Chamonix for a 
winter route and it's out of 
condition, buzz th rough the 
tunnel to Cogne - you will not be 
disappointed. 

Marc Francis Twight 
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BRITISH ISLES 

Threat To Cairngorm Wilderness From Ski 
Development 

Cairngorms Under Threat Again 
In 1981 a costly Public Inquiry into 
proposals to expand downhill 
skiing facilities westwards into 
Caire an t-Sneachda, Caire an 
Lochain and the Allt Creag an 
Leth-Chain (Lurchers Gully) 
concluded that the area was too 
valuable for scenery, recreation 
and wildlife to allow the 
development, and the Secretary 
of State for Scotland refused 
permission. That should have 
been the end of the matter. 
However, Highland Regional 
Council have just published their 
draft Structure Plan in which 
downhill skiing development in 
Lurchers Gully is recommended. 
Policy 53 states that the Council 
supports 'expansion into 
Lurchers Gully by means of a new 
Chairlift servicing new ski tours. 
The preferred means of access 
from an existing car park to the 
chairlift should be by dedicated 
road accommodating a private 
bus service'. If this policy is 
ratified it will be extremely 
difficult to prevent the 
development. 

How did this situation arise and 
in what way have the 
circumstances changed in order 
to justify Highland Regional 
Councils action to smooth the 
way for another planning 
application? The Cairngorm 
Chairlift Company claim that the 
new development will be 'as 
environment-friendly as it can 
possibly be' and that 'the shuttle
bus access road will provide the 
least scenic impact.' They also 
maintain that despite two new 
major ski resorts at Drumochter 
and Aonach Mor and further 
expansion at Glen Shee and 
Lecht, their projected figures 
indicate that Scotland will require 
all these plus Lurchers to ease 
overcrowding on Cairngorm. 

We can only speculate as to 
how justified these claims are but 
certain features of the new 
proposals have not changed at 
all. No matter how well the 
development is carried out there 
will be damage to plant 
communities and other wildlife 
The pylons, snow fencing, 
buildings and road will greatly 
reduce the areas outstanding . 
scenic qualities and feeling of 
wilderness. The road will provide 
an easy route by which to ascend 
to the plateau. It will also permit 
vehicular access that bit closer to 
the heart of the Cairngorms and 
further reduce the total area of 
remote land. Virtually the whole 
of the northern aspect of the 
Macdui-Cairngorm section of the 
Cairngorms will be affected by 
downhill ski development. 

Recently the UIAA Mountain 
Protection Committee listed the 
Northern Carries of Cairngorm as 
one of five mountain areas in the 
world threatened with 
inappropriate development. Both 
the Nature Conservancy Council 
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and the Countryside Commission 
for Scotland have confirmed their 
continued objection to further 
westward expansion on 
Cairngorm and it seems 
inevitable that there will be an 
Examination in Public. By the time 
you read this the closing date for 
sending objections to the draft 
Structure Plan will have passed 
(February 27th) buttherewill be a 
later stage when mountaineers 
and others can send in objections 
to the Secretary of State for 
Scotland. Anyone who wishes to 
be told when this will take place 
can contact the Save The 
Cairngorms Campaign, PO Box 
39, Inverness IV1 2RI, Scotland. 
Unlike the development lobby, 
which is being financed from local 
businesses and the District 
Council, the Save the Cairngorms 
Campaign is entirely dependent 
on voluntary contributions from 
climbers and conservationists. 
Every donation helps. 
Greg Strange 

SOUTH EAST WALES 
Gary Gibson Cheats Death 
Across the border in the Wye 
valley and very much in his own 
backyard, Matt Ward has 
continued with his search for new 
rock, developing a series of 
sandstone quarries, the largest of 
which is Spion Kop . The most 
noteworthy route here is Labour 
of Love (E6 6b). At Shorncliffe, 
Matt has been adding those 
routes again, the ones which 
despite complaints about bolts 
become the most popular on the 
crag. A typical example of this is 
the line right of Lundy Calling, 
English Opium Eaters. A little 
further up the river at Ban y Gar, 
Matt continued to produce a 
succession of micro-desperates 
on a wall so overhanging that it 
was the only suitable haven from 
the monsoons of early autumn. 
This crag was the scene of a 
serious accident in November 
when Gary Gibson dislodged a 
block, cutting his rope which 
caused him to fall BO feet. His skull 
was fractured and he was 
helicoptered to Frenchay hospital 
in Bristol where he spent one 
week in intensive care. He has had 
subsequent operations and is still 
hospitalised but no longer on the 
critical list. He hopes to be back 
on the rock before next summer. 

Valleys Sandstone 
The mair, recent event in SE 
Wales is the furious development 
of previously neglected sandstone 
quarries. There is even an 
element of competition and 
secrecy creeping i"n and there 
have been heated exchanges as 
one party arrives to find another 
busy at work on their previously 
attempted line. The quality of 
most of the routes is outstanding 
and well worth travelling for. 

At Mountain Ash, Martin 
Crocker got to work on the orange 

Gary Gibson leading Ghost Train (E6 6b) at Stennis Ford, Pembroke. 
Photo: Hazel Gibson. 

sunlit walls at the left hand side of 
the crag, giving four routes in the 
E4/5 grade with good bolt 
protection. [Bolts on grit! It had to 
happen. - Ed.}The most striking is 
Outspan (E4 6b). These were 
repeated by Andy Sharp and Alan 
Price who found them excellent. 
On the same crag in the sombre 
right hand corner, Crocker added 
White Streak (E6 6b) between the 
two obvious cracks and Roy 
Thomas climbed the arete left of 
the corner giving Certain Peace 
(E3 5c). Matt Ward cleared away 
the slime to unearth a reasonable 
E2 5b on the right. 

Nearby Cymamman was the 
scene of the secret labours of 
Andy Sharp and Pete Lewis who 
geared and climbed half a dozen 
routes ranging from E3 to E6 on 
the back wall of the quarry. Once 
the secret was out, Crocker and 
Thomas arrived, adding two E4 
6bs on the wall left of the arete 
and an E2 5b up the green streak. 
Local Gary Lewis was observed 
homing in on a likely looking 
quarry on the facing hillside. 

Llanbradach, originally visited 
by Pat Littlejohn in the '70s, is a 
huge sandstone quarry. Pat was 
the perpetrator of Expansionist 
(E3 5b), which takes the crack in 
the large back wall. This wall drew 
the attention of Crocker and 
Thomas. Crocker cleaned and 
bolted the superb arete giving the 
Caerphilly Contract (E5 6a 6b), a 

magnificent 50 m two pitch climb. 
On the wall left of Expansionist, 
Thomas gained the mysterious 
old bolt but it was left to Cracker's 
extra inches to complete the next 
moves and finish direct, giving 
Skeleton in the Cupboard (E4 6b). 
Above the pool, on the sunny 
side, Matt Ward geared and 
completed Slipping into Luxury 
(E3 6a), just left of Cracker's 
Slipping into Something Sexy(E5 
6b). The shorter walls on the 
opposite side ofthe amphitheatre 
yielded a striking E3 5c arete 
whilst the obvious orange wall 
just right gave an E4 6b arete and 
a desperate E6 6c up the centre. 

Ogmore 
A quiet year for Ogmore. Martin 
Crocker has been active on the 
superb rock of the west end of the 
crag. Ouestimodo Direct(E5 6a) is 
a bold but obvious line continuing 
directly up the smooth groove. 
The arete to its right gave superb 
but problematic climbing and was 
named DrillforGlory(E56c) . Pete 
Oxley made a significant second 
ascent of Sorcery (E6 6c), taking a 
slightly more direct approach at 
the start after snapping the first 
peg during a fall. The only other 
activity has been that of Roy 
Thomas who, with friends John 
Bullock and Graham Royle, 
continues to explore the 
crumbling inner recesses of 
Ogmore. This love-hate 



relationship with Ogmore's 
biscuit rock has produced Best of 
Friends (E2 5a) and Sleepless 
Nights (E4 5c) on the large back 
wall of the Castle Bay. On the side 
wall is the improbable looking 
Here Today (E3 5b) and on the 
arete left of Information Received 
is the wild and bold A Bit on the 
Side (E4 5c) . Later in the year 
Crocker and Thomas returned to 
share leads on Takes the Biscuit 
(E4 5c, 5c), a strenuous, well
protected line on the wall right of 
Information Received. Crocker 
then battled his way through the 
overhangs right of Titanic at E5 
6b. 
DinasRock 
Sure to become the prime inland 
crag of S. Wales. There was a blitz 
of activity over Easter when 
Crocker took the crag by the scruff 
and shook it back to life. In the 
Main Overhang area he repeated, 
without the rest points, the gross 
overhang of Giant Killer (E6 6a), 
then freed and re-equipped 
Sharp's Harlem (E6 6b) giving 
technically intricate and varied 
climbing. A whole string of new 
routes followed: Spore Wars (E6 
6c 6a, Crocker, Thomas) gains the 
deep groove above the righthand 
side of the main overhang. 
Subversive Body Pumping (E6 7a) 
(Crocker/Thomas) gains the 
holdless groove demarcating the 
right edge of the main overhang 
by means of an eccentric 
manoeuvre then follows the 
crackline above. Repeat ascents 
quickly followed by Sharp and 
Gibson. Gibson took a monster 
fall clutching a loose hold, but the 
day was saved by the combined 
worth of his wife's belaying and a 
much maligned 'Thomas Special'. 
The grade has settled down to E6 
6c. Powers That Be (E6 6c, 
Crocker/Thomas) utilises the 
same start, then follows a 
tremendous natural diagonal line 
along the narrow sandwiched 
slab to finish over the roof above 
The Big Time. News of these 
developments travelled fast and 
Sharp nipped in to set up Angel 
Heart (E5 6b) taking the groove in 
the arete left of The Big Time. 
Finally in this area is Crock of Gold 
(E6 6b, Crocker/Thomas), a 
fantastic direct line breaking 
through the roof as for Salem's 
Lot then continuing up the 
immaculate grey wall above. 

New lines emerged from under 
the curtains of ivy on the Bridge 
Cliff. Kick the Dog Next Door(E1 
5c, Thomas/Crocker) takes the 
cleaned facet left of the chimney 
of Continental Touch. Torrents of 
Spring (E3 5c, Thomas/Bullock/ 
Royle) takes a line above the cave 
left of Torrid Nights. Bitter Stains 
(E2 6a, Donnithorne/Ashcroft) is a 
short line somewhere in the 
jungle above the old fallen tree. 
On the steep wall left of 
Kennelgarth two new testpieces 
are Fings Ain't What They Use To 
Be (E5 6b), inadvertently done by 
Sharp following Matt Ward's 
failure on the last move, and Out 
Come the Freaks (E5 6b, Sharp). 

On the walls next to the road 
are The Inflated Roundhead (E4 
6a, Crocker/Thomas) and South 
West Guru (E1 6a, Sharp/Lewis) . 
The walls near to Love of/vyhave 
also yielded more short, bolt
protected desperates courtesy of 
Andy Sharp. 

PEMBROKE 
As there are now enough new 

routes unreported to fill a new 
guide, a complete catalogue of 
routes would be too long and 
boring, so only those of particular 
significance or in newly
developed areas are mentioned. 

Elegug Stacks Bay 
Donnithorne and Meen produced 
a splendid route taking the pillar 
wh ich bounds Elegug Stacks Bay 
on the west : Love is the Seventh 
Way(E5 6a). 

The Castle (East Face) 
Gary Gibson discovered a superb 
pitch taking the arete and wall 
right of Portcullis; Heat Treatment 
(E5 6a). He rates it as a real classic 
deserving some hype. 

Bosherston Head (East Face) 
On the large, brown wall 
extending seawards from 
Zounds, Gibson produced several 
routes, some with unnerving 
finishes. Stumbling English (E5 
6b) takes the central line of the 
wall to an excavated finish. The 
best route here is Thesaurus Rex 
(E6 6b), giving superb technical 
climbing up the face right of 
Stumbling English. 

Stennis Ford 
Some important new lines here 
from Gary Gibson which have 
provoked grumblings from the 
anti-drill lobby. Eurothing (E6 6c) 
is a vicious pitch straight up the 
thin seam between Euroman 
Cometh and Do the European, 
hard and bold . Between Hysteria 
and Questions and Answers is a 
brilliant wall climb taking the 
smooth wall at E6 6c, unnamed as 
yet. Ghost Train (E6 6b) is the 
obvious big, bruising flakeline 
forging its way up the huge wall 
right of Mysteries. All the gear is 
in situ and it has had several 
repeats; this will become a 
popular route. 

To the right is Everything (E7 
6b) which takes the impending 
wall with hard sustained climbing 
throughout, a big lead. 

Newton Head (East Face) 
Now worth a visit from the hard 
man, with Gibson 's Mother 
Goose (E5 6b) well worth seeking 
out. It follows a thin crack in the 
leaning buttress between Big 
Loose Goose and Megalith, taking 
care at the top. 
Trevallen Cliff 
Ease of access makes this ever 
popular for new routers. Fabulous 
Fishing (Gibson, E5 6b) gives the 
best route on the wall left of Big 
Bruiser. Napoleon BoneApart(E6 
6b, Gibson) is a superb, well 
protected pitch between Waterloo 
and Heugamont. This will become 
very popular and is low in the 
grade. Two contentious offerings 
from Pete Oxley, both unnamed, 
are a hard direct start to/ Saw (E6 
6c) w ith a low, non-stainless bolt 
runner and a very bold line (E66a) 
on questionable rock up the left 
hand side of the rotting red cliff. 
Gibson's The Family(E6 6b) 
provides a sensational line 
through the left hand side of the 
huge cave round the corner from 
Romany, a big strenuous 
struggle. Also by him are Neo
Fascist Roof Thing (E5 6c), a 
desperate struggle round the roof 
right of Fascist Groove Thang and 
The Fascist and Me (E4 6a), a 
superb varied route centred on 
the buttress right of Fascist 
Groove Thang. 
Pride of place goes to Gary's The 

Fortune Cookie (E6 6b) taking a 
sustained and direct line up the 
wall 15 foot right of Soldier of 
Fortune: Resident activist P. 
Donnithorne produced several 
good pitches hereabouts, the best 
being The Manacle (E4 6a) 20 feet 
left of Super Gerontone. 

St. Govans Head 
Just as we thought this crag was 
worked out, Gary Gibson returned 
to prove us wrong with a major 
route, Crime of the Century (E6 
6c, 6b) which gives a very hard 
and sustained direct version of 
Public Enemy. Over on the East 
Crag he established a good test
piece up the leaning wall right of 
Silent Running. 

Huntsman's Leap 
At the seaward end of the Leap, 
Crocker cajoled a reluctant 
Thomas to leave the security of 
the jammed boulder bridge and 
traverse 20 feet before climbing 
out to join him. This unusual line 
went at a very steady E5 6c. 
Roy Thomas 

PEAK DISTRICT 
On limestone at Raven's Tor, 
Tony Coutts climbed Premiere 
Danseuse (E6 6c), which takes the 
thin scoop next to Acid Trip. Also 
in Millers Dale, Raven's Foot 
Buttress acquired three new 
routes : The Power To Heal (E4 6a), 
by Simon Cundy, is left of Sex 
Crazed Gorilla; Tony Coutts 
added Resurrection Joe (E5 6c) to 
the right, and Affection in Motion 
(E3 6b) up the small black wall to 
the left of Power To Heal. 

Geoff Hornby and friends have 
been 'discovering' and developing 
Colehill Quarry which is apparently 
pleasant and accessible. New 
routes to date are : Another 
Roadside Attraction (E1 5b), a slim 
groove at the right hand end of 
the crag; It's a Hamster Mr Fawlty 
(E2 5b), the white wall to the right 
again, and Forbidden Fruit(E3 5c) 
and The Convert(E1 5b), are lines 
to the left. 

On Gritstone, at Gardoms Edge, 
it was Business as Usual (E5 6b/c) 
for Mike Lea. This route climbs 
the overhanging wall right of 
Hideaway Climb, with an initial 
dynamic section. Finally, on 
Froggatt, Jerry Moffatt succeeded 
on a desperate top-rope problem 
up the lower bulge right of 
Pedestal Crack, which he has 
called Slingshot and graded 7b. 
John Allen 

YORKSHIRE 
Thank you Martin! That's it, run 
off to America and leave me to 
tread the minefield of reporting 
what's been happening in 
Yorkshire. Well here goes .. . 

Spring is almost upon us, yet 
winter has not yet arrived. 
Nevertheless the mild Festive 
Season would appear to have 
tempted few away from the gym, 
if the crop of new routes to report 
are anything to go by. 

I did however receive a fax the 
other day from John 'Le 
Rugbyman ' Dunne's P.R. man, 
reporting that Dunne had climbed 
the wall to the right of More 
Monkey than Funky at Mal ham. 
Dunne utilised a 'poor' peg runner 
for protection. The grade is E6 6c. 
The wall has cried out for years to 
be climbed but most thought it 
would require a bolt. John seems 
to agree he is rumoured to be 
going to add one! Hearsay has it 

that Dunne is working on a project 
in the mouth of a cave somewhere 
in the Dales or maybe he's simply 
given up Rugby for Caving? 

It would be hard not to follow 
Martin Berzins retrospective 
appraisal of Yorkshire, Mountain 
125, with a few forecasts for 1989. 

On Gritstone we have the new 
guidebook to look forward to, 
complete with P grades, E grades 
and no doubt a certain 'streak' of 
humour. New routes will 
invariably continue to be dug out, 
mainly by the people writing the 
guidebook, since everybody else 
seems to dispel Yorkshire 
gritsone as insignificant. 

On Limestone the exponential 
decrease of rock virgin of bolts 
will no doubt continue, may be at 
an increased rate since the 'Bolt 
Remover General' Mr. Berzins has 
now migrated. We will see the 
lines which have been prepared 
by remain unclimbed at Kilnsey 
and Yew Cougar succumb, 
however if past trends are 
anything to go by, probably not 
by the people who conceived 
them. Also given present trends 
and tactics it is possible that no 
piece of rock in Yorkshire is 
unclimbable. The sooner 
everybody realises this the better. 
Then hopefully we will see fewer 
sheep and more tigers amongst 
the ranks of the Yorkshire troop. 

I would be grateful for anyone 
with new route information to 
sent it to this address : Craig 
Smith, Dept. of Physiological 
Sciences, Stopford building, The 
University of Manchester, Oxford 
Rd., M13 9PL. Tel. 0612752000 
ext. 5382. 
Craig Smith 
British Climber Disappears in 
Peru 
Kevin John (Sam) Holton (24) of 
the Royal Marines has gone 
missing on Nevada Pisco in the 
Cordillera Blanca. He was part of 
a ten man expedition from the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
Mountaineering Club. 

On 2nd August, 1988, Holton 
arrived at Nevada Pisco base 
camp with Ray Lovegrove, Dave 
Sharman and Pete Davies and 
next day, Holton and Lovegrove 
began their ascent of Pisco. At a 
camp on the glacier,-Lovegrove 
decided to drop out, leaving 
Holton to solo the normal route. 
During his ascent, Holton met two 
Americans near the col and two 
Israelis half an hour below the 
summit at about 1.30pm. He was 
still going strong and told them 
he would return to the glacier 
camp. He was not seen aga in. 

The weather was perfect and 
other members of the team 
carried out searches. There were 
no signs of a fall, all cornices were 
intact and local mountain guides 
said that no-one disappears on 
Pisco - indeed it is such an easy 
climb that people use it purely for 
acclimatising. 

There were believed to be 12 
people on Pisco that day, and the 
parents of Sam Holton are most 
anxious to hear from anyone who 
was in the area around this date 
including other climbers who 
joined in the search. In the light of 
recent experiences of climbers 
coming into contact with bandits 
in Peru it is possible that Holton's 
disappearance was not due to a 
climbing accident, so please write 
to: Audrey Holton, 59 Eastern 
Avenue, Lichfield, Staffordshire 
WS13 6RL, Great Britain. 
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KUNYANG KISH 
by Keith Milne 

Not a hint of cloud interrupted the 
deep blue sky. The celestial orb 
remained impassive as the Earth 

rotated slowly before it. I lay on the soft 
snow slope, trying to shield myself from the 
intense radiation with a wafer of foil which 
rustled irritatingly in the almost imperceptible 
afternoon breeze. Andy, our leader and 
frozen-water engineer, appeared from his 
snowhole, commenting that the roof was 
melting onto his latest book. This was not 
how I had imagined climbing in the 
Karakoram: waiting lethargically until it 
was time for the next brew. My new duvet 
was still compressed in its stuffsack. 

Eventually, one of the many 7800m peaks 
in the area intercepted the path of light from 
the sun and it instantly felt chilly. We 
hurried to tidy the camp and retired to our 
sleeping bags. 

Reluctantly up at midnight, stretching 
out of the tent with the billy to collect more 
snow to melt. We strained to pull our stiff 
double boots onto our numb feet and picked 
up our sacks, heavily laden with food and 
gas cartridges. 

We were at 5800m on the North East Ridge 
of Kunyang Kish, the sixth highest mountain 
in Pakistan. After a reconnaissance, we had 
climbed up to Camp 1 relatively quickly via 
a broad snow gully. Now the route followed 
the sharp crest of the ridge before leading 
onto the face on the north side where we 
would be weaving amongst the ice cliffs and 
crevasses. 

We plodded through the softening snow, 
leaving purple marker flags and sporadic 
lengths of 7mm rope on the ice pitches and 
bergschrunds. Occasional lengths of old 

Below: Most of the team looking cool 
outside the hotel in Rawalpindi. 
Photo: Mark Lowe. 
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rope were attributed to a Japanese expedition 
which had attempted the route the previous 
year. It reminded us that the mountain had 
claimed several lives and that it had been 
climbed only once: from the south by the 
Polish expedition in 1971. 

Huge serac bands threatened as we 
strained to move past them at more than 
snail's pace. Mike 'Shell' Sheldrake , who 
flies a parapente armed with tape recorders 
and automatic cameras, broke trail up to a 
relatively safe spot where we dumped our 
loads. It was disheartening to find that we 
had climbed only 250m: another.1700m to 
go. My 'resting' pulse was 100, and it was 
hard to sleep: the mind seemingly going 
round in circles; the thoughts never reaching 
their destination. 

After another day's effort , an alarming 
pressure drop recorded on the altimeter 
gave us the excuse to descend, first to 
Advance Base Camp and then along the 
rubble strewn glacier to Base Camp itself. 
We spent three days resting, guzzling 
cheese and onion chapatis and taking pic
tures of the beautiful natural rock gardens. 
Julian of the Antarctic made an impressive 
parapente flight over boulder-strewn terrain 
and landed in the stream which flowed over 
a small plain by base camp. The weather 
was fine again and it was time to make our 
summit push. I tried to tell my body it was 
just another rest day as we 'walked' for what 
I hoped would be the last time up the 
moraine to ABC. 

The next morning we made it to Camp 2, 
mainly because that was where we had left 
most of the sleeping and cooking gear! We 
broke a new trail to Camp 3, placed under 
an ice cliff, psychologically safe from 
avalanches . The following night we climbed 
until stopped by a bergschrund. At first light 
Mark, veteran of two successful South 
American trips, led a steep ice pitch and we 
were able to carry on to the main ridge. The 
wind was whistling over the col and we 
traversed under some rocks to find a sheltered 
place to dump some food before retreating 
to Camp 3 in worsening conditions. 

It was boring waiting , with the wind con
stantly tugging at the tent. This was how I 
imagined prison to be , with no escape out
side in the white confusion. We discussed 
the next brew . It was not time yet to decide 
on the main meal. I dreaded the prospect of 
another bad day - could I survive another 
day of inaction? We shuffled positions to 
relieve cramp . Mark was reading another 
book. I felt too lethargic from altitude to 
understand a novel. I spent an hour writing 
my diary, wondering if I would ever read it 
when I got back to Britain. Thoughts drifted 
to the simple existence back home: get up, 
make tea with an electric kettle, drive to 
work , sit behind a desk , drive home, have a 
hot shower without thinking about the com
plex processes required to produce things 
we take for granted . Real food , steak and 

Right: The magnificent North West Face of 
Kunyang Kish (7852m). 
Photo: Alf Gregory. 
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Left: One of the many landslips on the 
Karakoram Highway. Photo: Keith Milne. 

chips, beer. It seemed like another world. 
The weather improved slightly the next 

day and I was keen to get going. Andy 
followed and we made another exhausting 
trail up to what would become Camp 4. 
Andy returned to Camp 3 to check that 
Julian was OK - he had a stomach problem . 
It was ·snowing heavily again as I began to 
dig a snow hole . During a lull in the wind, 
came a shout from below: Mark was bring
ing up the tent, despite worries about 
another fall in pressure. Descending after 
further snowfall would be very risky on 
avalanche-prone slopes. 

During the night snow half buried the 
tent , so we spent another day in our white 
prison . We knew that the next section had 
been climbed and named 'Sods Law Peak' 
by Steve Venables and Dave Wilkinson 
before they were forced to retreat by storms 
in 1980 and 1981. It looked quite steep and 
we were still uncertain of the best line. We 
had not made much progress , although our 
original plan of reaching 'Sods Law peak' in 
3-4 days was probably too optimistic. 

Andy and Julian descended , both suffer
ing from gut problems; Shell had developed 
a bad cough , arousing suspicions of pulmo
nary oedema, and had decided not to return 
to the mountain , a tragedy after all the work 
they had done so far. 

Luckily the next day dawned clear , but it 
was very cold in the shade. Our feet became 
numb while kicking steps in the poor snow
ice leading to the subsidiary summit. At the 
top a new vista opened to the east and we 
could look up the magnificent, untouched 
North Ridge of Kunyang Kish with clouds 
of snow blowing off the summit. After one 
day and night along the ridge I was pleased 
to capture a calm sunrise with my cine 
camera. We continued with 2 days supplies, 
the snow alternately crisp and soft. Some
times it seemed almost impossible to make 
any upward progress except by swimming. 
We brewed up at midday before climbing a 
steep section to find a reasonable campsite. 
Digging a platform for the tent had become 
quite a chore. The altimeter read 6950m. 
We radioed our intentions to go for the 
summit the next day . 

No radio , tent or sleeping bags now. We 
cross an ice slope and bypass a cliff of hard 
blue ice by a short detour onto granite. The 
exposure becomes all too obvious, the NW 
Face dropping nearly 3000m to the glacier 
below. I wish we had a rope. 

At brew time , below a bergschrund, we 
both doubt that we will reach the top and 
the risks of a bivvy enter our minds . I cross 
the bergschrund on the right, but soon get 
stuck on an unconsolidated vertical section. 
Meanwhile Mark has already fallen off into 
a pile of snow trying an undercut boulder 
problem start to the left. He tries again and 
this time his axes hold and he is established 
on the steep slope above. I follow, finding it 
more like a mantleshelf at Almscliff. The 
60-70 degree slope of unstable snow/ice 
continues for 60m up to a ledge then we 
plod upwards towards the next mound of 



Above: The Author stops at a gear dump, high on the subsidiary ridge, just below Camp 3. Kunyang Kish in background, North Ridge 
catching sun to left. Below Right: Milne rests above the steep ice slope. North satellite peak, first climbed by Japanese, in background. 
Photos: Mark Lowe. 

MAP OF THE KUNY ANG KISH AREA 

o,staghil Sar 

t,. 7665 

t:,. Bularong Sar / ~ 
Momh1I Se. 7200 6 , I / . \ I /, \ 

7440 

73 42 Trivor 6. 

Yukohm G:~•' 

,, / P, :14e j 
peak 3 57'- 7330 
6630 - ,,,-- ,/ 

~ ' .. :(?/ , """ "-_ Yutoma, Sa, 

/ / 1 -,, -
', / -
/ ' 
/ -

' 
" c 
~ 
\)) 

i 

BRITISH ROUTE 1988 
approx 

POLISH ROUTE 1971 

BC BASE CAMP 

ABC ADVANCED 8,\SE CAMP 

25 



Above: Keith Milne about to make the crux 
mantel over the bergschrund below the 
summit. Kun yang Glacier far below. 
Photo: Mark Lowe. Below: Julian Fisher 
departing from Gareth 's Gully at 5000m. 
Photo: Derek Brown. Opposite: Virgin 
territory along the North Ridge to the 
summit. Photo: Lowe. 
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snow. Suddenly Mark exclaims that there is 
no more mountain. I cannot believe it and 
almost cry with relief. The altimeter indi
cates that we have another 600m to go . I try 
to do more than 5 steps at once and almost 
fall over in the snow. We shake hands and 
crack a smile. 

* * * 
The view up and down the Hispar Glacier 

was incredible, Base Camp a tiny speck 
4700m below on a patch of green by the 
Kunyang Glacier. It was fascinating to see 
the south side of the mountain for the first 
time and the long ridge taken by the Poles in 
1971, and well worth carrying the cine 
camera all the way to the top . 

We had climbed our first Himalayan 
peak, but our exhilaration was tempered by 
thoughts of the long descent ahead, with 
concentration crucial to the numerous 
downclimb sections. Mark descended in 
record time , probably due to his extreme 
skiing training! Suddenly I was on my own 
in a heavy snow shower, visibility down to a 
few metres. The rock section was dusted 
with snow, and the hard ice section seemed 
strangely isolated from the mountain , as if I 
was back in Scotland. Easy ground brought 
the smell of cheese and onion soup. Mark 
must have a brew on in the tent. But where 
was the tent? Had I gone past it? If so there 
was no way I could climb back uphill, so I 
continued down the ridge , searching for the 
little blue tent. I found it eventually, with 
Mark inside making the radio call at 1800 
hours . He had not made any cheese and 
onion soup. 

The next day dawned fine, but the sun
softened snow made purgatory of the uphill 
section back across Sods Law Peak to Camp 
Three. The weather began to break the next 
day, but despite the bitter wind the last gully 
was a waterslide. I slipped four times. Mark 
just threw his pack down and luckily it 
missed the crevasse! 

Julian strode across the now snow-free 
glacier towards me from ABC. My nerves 
were still on edge as I crossed the last 
boulder-choked crevasse , but Julian took 
my pack and I felt safe at last . We'd done it: 
not only placed two of the team on the sum
mit , but also got everyone off the mountain 
safely. 

Much later, during a feast amongst the 
flowers at Base Camp and with whisky 
stinging our split lips, we replayed a tape 
recording of the summit radio message - we 
hadn ' t laughed so much in years! 

Summary: An account of the first ascent o.f 
a new route on Kunyang Kish (7852m), 
Karakoram , 11th July 1988, by Keith Milne 
and Mark Lowe, with Andy Wingfield, 
Mike Sheldrake, Julian Fisher, Derek 
Brown, Jane Worthington , Phil McHugh 
and Maggie Boyd in support. The route 
takes a subsidiary North West spur of the 
massif to reach Sods Law Peak (c. 7000m) 
and then the North Ridge to the summit. 





CATHY MOUNTAIN HIGH 
by Romain Vogler 

It's not so easy to write about a star, 
especially a rock star. Reminds me of the 
time of my English Lit. Masters when I 

would never have ventured into a criticism 
of Shakespeare. But now here I am stuck 
with this article about the Great Catherine. 
Catherine who? The Catherine, there 's 
only one, besides the deceased Grande 
Catherine de Russie. Best woman climber 
on the globe, why not the universe , until 
climbing Martians prove me wrong. Anyway 
you know who I mean, the one who bagged 
the wall at Snowbird and only bit the dust 
once in a dozen climbing contests. Ironically, 
she hates competing and would live happily 
without it, if it wasn't for her numerous 
sponsors who force her to be the hottest 
woman of the show. 

However she wasn't born a star , nor did 
she reach the podium in a straight line of 
rising successes. Up and down she trod the 
path of life . Though a Paris girl , she took up 
climbing very young, scrambling amongst 
the boulders of Fontainebleau in her teens. 
She grew up as a climber within the conser
vative frame of the French Alpine Club , a 
male dominated world . Obviously so young, 
so frail and yet so talented , she couldn' t go 
unnoticed. She was soon taken in hand by 
the experienced climbers of the Club who 
were often baffled when she lead the pitches 
on which they had failed. Still a teenager, 
she couldn't help giggling when her male 
partners , following a pitch , begged for 
tension , having spent ages on the crux, 
whistling to cover their fear and dismay. 

The Alps , however, were young 
Catherine's ultimate goal. She trained hard 
for them , running in the rain or bivouacking 
on her balcony on cold winter nights . She 
found tricks to deceive her parents who 
would never have let her venture into the 
mountains. She invented fake school trips 
and piled up lies to hit the roads on long
weekends-always-too-short , waiting eagerly 
for the summer holidays . Her passion at last 
unbound , she stormed the Alps from the 
Oisans' wild and rotten faces to Mont Blanc's 
jagged spires. Typically , she led the Drus' 
American Direct all the way to the top in 
just over 7 hours , passing many frustrated 
parties on the way. 

Suddenly at the peak of her art she stopped 
and drowned. She quit the clirr. bing scene , 
lost interest in her job as a physiotherapist 
and took up gambling. Her moods went up 
and down as she kept losing, winning and. 
losing again . · 

In 1985 a proposal to participate in a TV 
game revived her dedication to sports. 
Another offer soon afterwards - this time to 
star in a climbing movie - got her hack on 
her feet ... and fingers. In her three years ' 
absence climbing standards in France had 
risen tremendously and 'free' ethics had 
replaced the old peg-pulling habits. In a 
couple of weeks she bridged the gap and 
was back in shape ready to tackle the 5 .12 
moves of Pichenibule in Verdon, the most 
spectacular sequence in the film. It seemed 
everything was happening all at once: super 
shape, fame and love ... She met Lothar, 
an ex-model and businessman but also a 
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travelling bum and passionate alpinist. His 
enthusiasm matched hers and the happy 
couple embarked on a blazing love story and 
successful climbing career. Their honey
moon in Chamonix was thwarted on the 
first day by a near deadly fall deep into acre
vasse . She survived and luckily recovered 
within a month. However extreme rock 
climbing (such as the Sa+ overhanging wall 
of Choucas at Buoux), sustained training 
and frequent competitions kept Catherine 
away from her beloved mountains. 

Until one day Chamonix-based photo-

Above: Catherine Destivelle, one of the 
finest rock climbers in the world. 
Opposite Page: On the first pitch of 
Consequence (6c+ ) , Secteur Lachenal, 
Chamonix Aiguilles. (See also cover 
Mountain 125). All Photos: Rene Robert. 





Above: Catherine on thP initial finfPr rrack of RlivP de Singe re; 11) on the '1 ;,,uille 
- . .,.., .. ---- . 

J!,O from he1t: : Catherine wnirontinf!, ma Daicun i /D !-). Sc..: afao cover of Muuntain 109. 

grapher Rene Robert invited her for a week 
of hot shots on golden granite . . . 

* * 
5.30am, in the crisp dawn ofChamonix valley 
floor , I'm standing in the guides' line to get 
the tickets for the Aiguille du Midi tele
pherique , fidgetting and impatient to meet 
Catherine - who so far I have only seen on 
TV. In all that early morning crowd it is 
difficult to spot her because, as it is said of 
Dustin Hoffman in Little Big Man, her 
courage is big but her size is small! How did 
she succeed on Choucas where even 6 feet 
tall men have to lunge for a .pocket? Any
way, there she is, dressed in beautiful fancy 
clothes, aware of the photographer's lust 
for colours. In turn Lothar and Rene emerge 
from the crowd, and we all squeeze in the 
overloaded gondola. I'm in charge of a 
humble mission: to show Catherine some of 
the best rock routes in the area, mostly 
short climbs I had recently put up with 
French partner Gerard Long. These 
epitomise the new trends of hard free climb
ing in the Alps: short and easy approaches 
leading to gorgeous walls or slabs protected 
by bolts when necessary. These routes pro
vide a happy combination of French bolting 
techniques and American clean ethics, set 
against a dramatic Alpine backdrop. Today 
our roles are well defined: Cathy leads, I 
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follow, and Rene shoots while Lothar 
monitors the whole team from the ground. 

By the time we reach Midi City the deep 
blue sky is turning grey really fast. In a few 
minutes , we are at the foot of La Californie , 
a newly developed cliff left of Point 
Lachenal. The sun is gone and the wind is 
up. We are shivering in our shining but 
inappropriate clothes. Bravely · Cathy 
removes her boots and, barefoot, forces her 
feet into tiny Sportiva prototypes. She takes 
off her gloves (yes, she is indeed an adept of 
J'escalade a mains nues as French journalists 
mistakenly call solo climbing, perhaps 
believing that people who use ropes put on 
gloves to pull on them!) and carefully 
approaches a bergschrund - visions of a 
nightmarish fall still vivid in her memory. 
This one is safe , however , and soon she is 
running out a wide crack despite numb 
fingers and wet feet. As she moves right 
onto a dyke, the sun bursts through at last , 
brightening Rene's lenses, warming up the 
belayer and switching Cathy on . She starts 
dancing up the tricky slab, creating new 
moves over and over again to please the 
photographer. She pauses like the profes
sional model she hi;ts become, while Rene 
frantically jogs up and down his jumars, 
shifting back and forth from tele to wide 
angle . Excited too , Lothar keeps congrat
ulating his beloved. 

By now the light has changed, so we must 
give up the idea of photographing Cathy on 
what would have been the first free ascent 
of Crackodile Dundee, a gorgeous steep 
wall split by thin cracks . On aid, I had 
equipped that route the previous summer 
and estimated it at solid 5.12 . Instead 
Rene's cunning eye catches an intimidating 
crackline on the left which would allow him 
to shoot profiles of Catherine etched on 
a mountainous background of seracs and 
gullies. Unfortunately this is an unfinished 
route by Michel Piola and myself. Do I dare 
to finish it without him for the sake of 
pictures? The French proverb Jes absents 
ant toujours tort (i.e . 'be there or be 
square') is a rather poor excuse . On the 
other hand it would be such a pity for Rene 
to miss such a scoop. So we go for it, our 
guilt overwhelmed by the childish excite
ment of treading forbidden paths. As we 
don't have any big 'friends ', Catherine 
avoids a wide crack by edging up a knobby 
seam , protected by RPs and TCUs. Touring 
the States for a month before Snowbird 
made her an expert on the subject , whether 
it was at Devil 's Tower, Fremont Canyon, 
Eldorado or Indian Creek. Consequence 
Photos becomes the obvious name for that 
amazing 5.11 crack. 

Three days later we all meet again at the 
far less crowded Grands Montets tele
pherique. Rene's wife Corinne has replaced 
Lothar, who is confined by business commit
ments to the valley floor. While the other 
three leap down the slopes towards the 
Argentiere hut , I toy around them on my 
short skis , fully enjoying some wild turns on 
soft snow. Using skis even in summertime is 
a clever alternative to ploughing up or down 
melting snowfields . This means of transport 
is most appropriate for the upper Vallee 
Blanche area , with the help of skins to climb 
back to the telepherique station. In spring 
one can often indulge in a foot of powder 
snow before performing on a sunny cliff in a 
tee-shirt. 

Several pitches and rolls of film later , we 
calm down at last , savouring the last sunrays 
by the hut. This large cabin sits on top of a 
moraine, resting against a steep alpine 
meadow covered with bright flowers and 
dominated by golden pinnacles. The opposite 
side of the glacier belongs to another world , 
one of cold dark North faces , the awesome 
three: La Verte , Les Droites and Les 
Courtes , resounding with avalanches and 
crashing seracs. At midnight and then again 
at three we are awakened by the night shift ; 
poor guys heading towards their gloomy 
North fate. 

Fortunately rock routes call for a much 
later start. At eight we lazily set off to the 
base of la Vierge , a 500 foot rock tower half
way up the Aiguille d' Argentiere. Today's 
treat , Reve de Singe, is one of the most 
spectacular routes in the Mont Blanc range. 
It requires a great variety of skills, starting 
up a slab, moving to a finger crack , then a 
corner. So far , so good. The next pitch is 
steeper than ever , up roofs via hand cracks , 
including a short offwidth crux. We are now 
in a cosy alcove capped by a huge 30 foot 
roof. Too short to stem, too thin to jam , 
Catherine underclings all the way out to an 
airy arete . It's 'only' 5.11 + but tremendously 
exposed : more than a final El Cap pitch or 
the Rostrum roof. On the shining glacier 
wide crevasses are a fatal attraction . Tongue 
in cheek , Catherine confesses her fears! 

We are now all sitting on top of the narrow 
summit , our legs dangling in the abyss . 
Catherine is beaming, obviously happy 
simply to be there , far from the madding 
crowds of rock-championships . 





Andy Meyers standing atop the amazing Chalk pinnacle of the Tusk , Handfast Point, Dorset. All Photos: Mick Fowler. 

STACKS TO GO AT 
Untouched British Summits- Part One: The South 
by Mick Fowler 

The average mountaineer will tell you 
that all summits in Britain have been 
climbed for centuries and that the 

country offers little in the way of exploratory 
excitement. It will come as a surprise, then, 
when I say that some of England's most 
spectacular tops only received their first 
ascents in the last five years and many in 
Scotland are still virgin . 

In describing the ascents themselves, terms 
such as 'difficulty of approach' , 'technically 
exacting climbing' and 'serious situations' 
come to mind. They are normally associated 
with mountaineering in th1c: greater ranges 
but are equally applicable to something 
much closer to home. 

I talk of course of sea stacks. Dotted 
around the British coast are many of the 
challenges of traditional mountaineering 
but in a very different setting. Few climbers 
appreciate the wealth of exploratory excite
ment still available. 

Before the challenge of the stack can be 
accepted in full it is necessary to look at the 
sport of mountaineering in a new light . 
Firstly an affinity with the sea is desirable. 

It must be admitted that taking to the sea 
did not come naturally to the Fowler body. 
After a childhood of mediocre swimming 
ability, I never dreamt that I would ever be 
in a position to enthuse over the joys of sea 
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stacks and associated seaborne epics . 
Back in the early 1970s, when sea cliff 

climbing first became universally popular, 
I had a distinct preference for mountain 
scenery. It somehow seemed wrong -
obliquely against the mountaineering ethic -
to descend to the foot of a cliff in order to 
climb back up again . Nevertheless, after 
initial sessions on the increasingly popular 
cliffs of Bosigran and Gogarth, a real 
enthusiasm was gradually generated for the 
sea cliff pleasures of difficult approaches, 
serious retreats and variable rock. Many 
battles followed , firstly on Littlejohn's 
North Cornish gems and then on new 
ground, exploring the intimidating shale 
cliffs of North Devon and Cornwall. There 
are some sea stacks in the vicinity of these 
cliffs but they did not really compare with 
the real challenges that I will come to later. 
Mind you, there were a few among them to 
whet the appetite . 

On the North Cornwall coast, Long Island 
and Lye Rock (near Tintagel) provoked 
numerous characterbuilding swims after 
their first routes in 1982 and Gunver 
Head near Padstow provided memorable 
moments on the first ascent in 1985 when a 
tyrolean anchor pulled and Paul Bingham 
took a spectacular fall into the sea. 

Nevertheless , exciting as they were, these 

exploits lacked the challenge of what I now 
refer to as the 'true sea stack' . Firstly they 
were not always surrounded by sea and 
secondly they often had disappointingly 
easy routes to their summits. A combination 
of virginity, isolation and difficulty is now 
deemed essential for maximum enjoyment. 

It was visits to the Chalk headlands 
around the Needles on the Isle of Wight and 
to Hand fast Point in Dorset which first drew 
my attention to the wealth of spectacular 
and obviously difficult unclimbed pinnacles 
or 'True Sea Stacks' around the coast of 
Britain . Action was precipitated by Chris 
Newcombe's sudden urge to attempt the 
sheer and unclimbed 70ft chalk stack now 
known as 'Press Gang Pinnacle' at Handfast 
Point near Swanage. A boat was judged 
necessary and Chris aptly emphasised his 
enthusiasm for the project by tracking down 
a small, obscure boatyard in Basildon which 
was prepared to take the risk of hiring a 12ft 
inflatable and outboard engine to us totally 
inexperienced and potentially incompetent 
mariners. 

Thus on 22nd September 1985 Chris, 
Lynn Newcombe, Lorraine Smyth and I 
found ourselves on a very public slipway on 
Swanage seafront pondering the problem of 
how to create a seaworthy item from 150lb 
of floppy rubber, five wooden boards and 



three keel sections. Much amusement was 
afforded the crowd of holidaymakers , but 
the end result was thumbs up all round as 
the hopeful quartet zig-zagged in a vaguely 
controlled fashion towards the stack itself. 
On the way we passed Tusk Pinnacle - the 
most impressive stack on the south coast 
and one whose presence we noted for the 
future . 

The climbing on Press Gang Pinnacle 
proved not to be particularly memorable , it 
being a rather loose and unspectacular HVS. 
Nevertheless the final few feet to reach the 
knife edge summit gave considerable 
interest as the top proved to be so loose and 
narrow that it was necessary to substantially 
change the skyline profile in order to stand 
on the highest point. The name was derived 
from the peculiar continuous mantleshelfing 
technique required to climb this type of 
rock . 

However, the quality of climbing was 
secondary; the important thing was that an 
obsession had been born. Even in the 
immediate vicinity of Press Gang Pinnacle, 
true sea stacks such as Tusk Pinnacle and 
the well known landmark of Old Harry 
remained unclimbed. Across the Solent, 
the Needles on the Isle of Wight had no 
recorded ascents. It was clear that the Basil
don boat man would have to be persuaded 
to part with his craft. 

Six months later , after an outlay of £400, 
Deflowerer 1 (as we christened her) was 
ours and the assault proper could begin. 

As most of the impressive stacks in 
Southern Britain are made of chalk , the 
experience I had gained in climbing on 
chalk cliffs was to prove invaluable in the 
search for objectives. In fact, to the best of 
my knowledge , the most difficult stack 
away from the chalk areas is the Parson at 
Dawlish and as this leans against the main 
cliff its claim to be a true stack is rather dubi
ous . (However the approach via a tunnel on 
the main London-Plymouth railway line 
and escape via very private grounds makes 
it a challenging and worthwhile day . Keith 
Darbyshire's first ascent in 1971 was well 
ahead of its time .) 

Ladram Bay near Exmouth boasts five or 
six spectacularly weathered 80ft high 
sandstone pinnacles (with the hardest one, 
Bonetti Tower , being a challenging 
extreme) , but they are all very public , easily 
accessible at low tide and lack the appeal 
and commitment of the true sea stack. Mind 
you, I can testify to the extreme embarrass
ment factor in the event of being cut off by 
the tide. Having to aid up a disintegrating, 
overhanging wall into someone's back garden 
to the accompaniment of a crowd of cheer
ing holidaymakers and one irate house 
owner, is so far a unique experience in my 
climbing career. 

But r digress : having acquired the boat , 
our attention immediately became directed 
towards the extremely spectacular 120' high 
knife edge of Tusk Pinnacle at Handfast 
Point. May 1987 had the boat back in action 
and three of us - Andy Meyers , Sonya 
Vittoris and myself - belayed beneath the 
soaring crackline splitting the extremely 
narrow West Face. The face is so narrow 
that at the top it seemed obvious that any 
attempts to fist jam the crack would sub
stantially alter the summit structure. Taking 
note of this probability, Andy made a start 
up the spectacular ground on the North 
West arete. 

In sharp contrast to nearby Press Gang 
Pinnacle, the rock was excellent and two Sb 
pitches left the three of us perched astride 
the 20ft long knife edge summit, taking turns 
at standing gingerly on the highest point. 

Above: The good ship Deflowerer 1, with crew. L-R: Nie Dougan, Rupert Hoare, Andy 
Meyers. Below: Jon Lincoln on Central Needle, Isle of Wight. 
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Epics were non-existent and we felt well
satisfied with our efforts. 

In sharp contrast to this successful start, 
our second visit to the pinnacle ( earlier this 
year) resulted in the only occasion so far(!) 
in which both climbers have ended up in the 
sea together. Remarkably this admirably 
incompetent performance was in no way a 
reflection of our climbing ability, but could 
be directly attributed to our non-existent 
nautical talents. Initially the problem was 
one of no ledges at the foot of a prominent 
groove on the seaward face which we had 
spied as a possible line. Duncan Tunstall 
and I effected a precarious landing whilst 
Nicki Dugan, Lynn Newcombe and Jackie 
Sread fended the boat gently away from the 
pinnacle. Unfortunately much dithering 
over the best belay spot ensued and 15 
minutes later Duncan was perched on a tiny 
ledge in the groove with me in a distressingly 
intimate position bridged out above him . 

At this point it became clear that the 
painter was tangled around my body. This 
realisation was prompted by being suddenly 
and violently pulled backwards (the result, 
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I later discovered, of some rather over
enthusiastic fending off by the female con
tingent). In my frantic efforts to grab any
thing vaguely secure, Duncan's jacket came 
to hand. Alas, Duncan was not belayed and 
the ensuing swim added a certain piquancy 
to the day's experience. Hurling my water
logged chalk bag in the direction of the boat 
and watching it fall wide and sink forlornly 
provided a fitting finale . 

The climb itself could have been an anti
climax, but such words are rarely applicable 
on chalk stacks. Excitement continued with 
strenuous and frightening Sb climbing up 
the groove and a final Sa knife edge providing 
Duncan, Nicki and myself with the second 
ascent. 

The only remaining stack at Handfast 
Point was now Old Harry. Her virginity had 
remained intact despite the attentions of 
suitors for many years. Their attempts to 
win her over ranged from bolting, to trying 
to cast a line across from a nearby easily 
accessible stack. The stack itself resembles 
an ice cream cone sticking out of the sea. It 
is about 30ft long, 15ft wide and 75ft high 

Left: Climbers Andy Meyers and Sonja 
Vittoris on the first ascent of The Tusk (XS) . 

and is perhaps unique in that it gently over
hangs all the way round. A formidably 
challenging obstacle which is complicated 
further by a 50ft wide channel which can 
only be waded (in neck deep water) at low 
tide . The. discomfort factor and the danger
ous Solent tides make an approach by boat 
desirable for all but the most adventurous . 
In fact I had swum/waded to the base of the 
pinnacle in 1980 and remember classing it as 
'impossible' for the free climber. On that 
occasion a retreat was made to Swanage 
where the local ironmonger was dismayed 
to hear why we were purchasing his stock of 
6" nails . Perhaps fortunately, the next day 
the weather was bad, our aided attempt 
never materialised and the nails are still 
rusting in my garden shed. 

So in June 1987 the by now rather leaky 
Deflowerer 1 was scraping against the sea
ward face . It was time to prove wrong my 
judgement of 1980. Chris Newcombe and I 
attempted to gain a small ledge on the high 
tide mark whilst Mark Lynden and Andy 
Meyers alternated between failing to man
oeuvre the boat and successfully bailing out 
the rising water. (It must be admitted that 
the rising water level in the boat was event
ually attributed to nobody having put the 
drainage plugs in .) Although our nautical 
skill still left much to be desired, good luck 
seems the most vital ingredient on such 
ventures , and a liberal dose on this occasion 
allowed Chris and I to lodge a precarious 
footing on the stack. An obvious belay 
ledge at 35ft gave us something to aim for 
and , after an initial dither on the first 10ft, 
we were soon safely established beneath the 
final 35ft overhanging wall . 

Technically difficult moves protected by 
good ice screws then led to the crux: an 
horrifically loose, overhanging 6ft, section 
leading to the top. Pulling over with a loose 
flint in one hand and an incredibly poorly 
rooted grass tuft in the other was a pure 
delight. 

As I lay panting in the grass it struck me 
that something was distinctly amiss . Fifteen 
feet away a rusty reinforcement rod prot
ruded from the foliage - it was the trademark 
of Simon Ballantine, the man famed for 
introducing the reinforcement rod to Dover 
chalk. 

A phone call the following day confirmed 
my suspicions. In May 1986 he and John 
Henderson had waded out, climbed the 
stack and swum back. The South Coast 
climbing scene is sufficiently mellow for him 
not even to have bothered to report such 
a major ascent! A sharp contrast indeed 
to what we have become used to in more 
traditional areas . 

In fact I had to give it to them that their 
efforts showed considerably more willpower 
and imagination than ours. Noting a conve
niently low spring tide they had waded out 
at 5am wearing wet suits and rock boots and 
carrying ice axes , ice screws and a four 
pound lump hammer. Having reached the 
top via the landward side with a combination 
of ice , rock and aid techniques, they then 
slept there for a few hours, intending to 
simultaneously abseil when the tide went 



Left: Andy Meyers astride the summit of Tusk. Right: Lorraine Smythe on Skeleton Ridge (VS), with Needles in background. 

out. However, these strong-willed young 
men soon realised that they were in with a 
chance of making the pub by lunch time. A 
premature abseil resulted, and having 
pulled down and coiled the ropes whilst 
treading water, the intrepid duo did not let 
the weight of two axes, ten pounds of hard
ware and the four pound hammer prevent 
them from swimming 100 yards to the 
nearest beach and prussicking up to fence 
posts on the cliff top. A commendable per
formance indeed; successful in all respects . 

By 1988 the only South Coast sea stacks 
which I knew to be unclimbed were two of 
the three Needles on the western tip of the 
Isle of Wight. The inner one had been 
climbed in 1985 but the situation with 
regard to the other two was less certain. 
Rumours of previous ascents were rife but 
nothing could be confirmed and on seeing 
ascents recorded in his sea cliff climbing 
book we contacted John Cleare. No, he 
said , he hadn 't climbed them , but his friend 
Robin Collomb definitely had. We phoned 
Robin Collomb - No , he hadn't succeeded 
but John Cleare definitely had. And so the 
situation stood; minimum confirmation, 
maximum confusion. Having pressed the 
boat into action the weekend rapidly 
developed the atmosphere of a children's 
holiday outing. Isle of Wight sun hats bearing 
the insignia 'Up the Needles 1988' were 
donned all round and a variety of water 
wings and plastic lifebelts sprouting ducks ' 
heads formed our safety equipment in the 
event of a capsize. Perfect weather induced 
some serious sunbathing as the trusty 3.5 
HP engine throbbed against the tides. Our 

route along the coast gave us a fine view of 
Rupert Hoare's one day sea level traverse 
from Alum Bay to Freshwater Bay. Well 
over five miles long , and with a lot of hard 
climbing and swimming, this traverse 
undoubtedly provides one of the most tiring 
outings in the south. Rupert, whilst ineffec
tually trailing a fishing line over the side , 
vividly recounted the various epics they had 
experienced to Andy Meyers, Jon Lincoln , 
Nicki Dugan and myself as we scorched our
selves en route to the action . 

The first plan was for the middle Needle: 
the South Face looked most appealing, 
firstly because it caught the sun and secondly 
because it obviously provided the easiest 
line to the summit. The lighthouseman later 
informed us that the only known previous 
'ascent' of this stack was by the RAF who 
apparently use the area as a training ground 
and periodically drop poor defenceless crew 
members on to the summit where they are 
abandoned for many hours in the middle of 
cold, windy winter nights. Presumably this 
builds their characters immensely . Having 
reached the summit by way of a pleasant 
Severe we perhaps imitated their actions by 
leaving Rupert stranded on top for him to 
take photographs of the four of us making 
an ascent of the outer stack . This one 
proved more problematical, not because of 
the difficulty of the climbing but more due 
to the proximity of the lighthouse which is 
actually built on the outer edge of the Needle . 
It appeared that it was not normal practice 
for the public to have access to the concrete 
platform on which the lighthouse stands and · 
from which we wanted to start climbing. In 

fact it was only because we had informed 
the coastguard of our intentions that we 
were able to land at all. 

Acknowledging our obviously extensive 
nautical experience from the unusual array 
of safety equipment on display, the keepers 
soon became more relaxed and our curious 
desire to climb the Needle became a source 
of real interest. Having enjoyed tea and 
biscuits, we duly limbed the seaward arete. 
It had seen more than its fair share of hold 
enlarging and was apparently first climbed 
in the 19th century by the workmen building 
the lighthouse. It now sports several rein
forcement rods and , despite appearances , 
succumbs at about Difficuli standard. It has 
probably been a trade route for generations 
of Lighthousemen - so much for a first 
ascent! 

And s~ to the current state of play. I know 
of no maJor stacks on the South coast which 
remain unclimbed but most have had only 
one or two ascents and are ripe for new 
rou~es which can be guaranteed to provide 
exc1te_ment. Also remember that my knowl
edge 1s far from exhaustive, hidden gems 
are still coming to light and the days of 
exploration are far from over. 

It cannot be denied, though , that in Britain 
the real sea stack excitement is reserved for 
the North Coast of Scotland. Part II of this 
article will give an insight into the unique 
challenges of the North and see poor 
Deflowerer I tested to the limit. 

Summary: Part One of a personal report by 
Mick Fowler on Sea Stack climbing around 
the coast of Great Britain . 
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SKINNING ONE SKUNK AT A TIME 
An Appreciation of the Work of Bradford Washburn 

by Audrey Salkeld 

Last year was a Red Letter Year for Brad 
Washburn. It brought to fruition two projects 
especially dear to his heart: a new aerial sur
vey and 1 :50,000 map of Mount Everest (a 
copy of which he presented personally to the 
King of Nepal in October), and an intricately 
detailed map of Mount Washington and the 
Presidentials in his native New England. The 
work for both had taken nearly ten years to 
complete; the inspiration can be traced back 
even further. Certainly, in the case of map
ping Everest, you could call it a lifelong 
dream, but it was only when he officially 
retired as Director of Boston's prestigious 
Museum of Science in 1980 that Washburn 
found himself able to devote to the task the 
massive amounts of time and energy it 
required. ('Retirement', incidentally, is not a 
word you should apply too literally to this 78-
years-young dynamo, who can still be found 
at his desk in the Museum most days - it's just 
that the name on his door has been changed 
to 'Honorary Director', a position he will hold 
for life.) 

Brad Washburn is what interviewers love to 
call a Renaissance Man - a man of many and 
interlocking talents: mountaineer, photo
grapher, communicator, cartographer and 
above all, in everything he does, an explorer 
and visionary. In the fields of mountain map
ping and oblique aerial photography, he has 
few peers, and his scenic photography, too, is 
superb. For a man who appreciates the scien
tific importance of an accurate record, he 
brings no factual coldness to his pictures. His 
eye is that of an artist; the passion he feels for 
wilderness is potently evident in his work. 

I remember, as a junior typist back in the 
early '60s, being sent one day to do some 
photocopying on the top floor of the building 
where I worked. The small lobby where the 
copier was housed was also where they 
stacked posh magazines after they had seen 
out their stint in Reception plus an extra week 
in the Staff Coffee Room. Idly flipping through 
pages of the London Illustrated News while 
waiting for the prints to dry (as you had to in 
those days), my breath was stopped by a 
centre-page spread. There was a magnificent 
alpine ridge, undulating, heavy with snow, 
bearing at its far end six tiny crestwalking 
figures, silhouetted against a backdrop of 
teased and shining clouds: its caption iden
tified it as the Doldenhorn, photographed by 
Bradford Washburn. A celebrated shot, as I 
know now, and one which after nearly 30 
years, I do not believe I have ever seen bet
tered: I tore out the page and have it still. 

It was interesting, therefore, to learn 
recently that of all his pictures, this is the one 
Washburn himself deems the most dramatic. 
It is also one of the few in which you will find 
human figures, albeit tiny. W~en his mother 
gave the young Bradford his first 'itty bitty' 
camera (a Vestpocket Kodak) in 1923, her only 
criticism of his early efforts was that there 
were no people in the pictures. Some years 
later, when he made friends and compared 
notes with the great landscape photographer 
Ansel Adams, Washburn was encouraged to 
learn that Adams, too, did not 'buy people' in 
pictures. The master told him, 'There are two 
people in every photograph -the photographer 
and the viewer. Unless there is a logical 
reason for having anyone else in the photo
graph, it shouldn't b.e done. Essentially it's a 
strange gimmick.' 

'Until recently,' Washburn maintains, 'most 
photographs taken on high mountains were 
punk. People always gave excuses that. the 
weather was so cold, or the wind so strong, or 
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Brad and Barbara Washburn on the summit of Mount Bertha, Fairweather Range Alaska, 
during their honeymoon in 1940. Photo: Tom Winship. 



they were so tired, or had to hurry back to 
save their lives. 

'What I thought would be great fun to do -
and what I have been doing for a long, long 
while now - is to try and have no excuses, to 
bring back high-quality pictures that are as 
good as if you had been sitting there on a nice 
warm day with no wind.' 

A strong influence on his work has been 
Vittorio Sella, the Italian photographer who 
accompanied the Duke of Abruzzi on trips to 
Alaska, the Ruwenzori and K2. Washburn 
read how Sella maintained that big scenery 
should always be photographed with big 
negatives, and could immediately see the 
sense in this. 'Unfortunately, unless you've 
got an awful lot of money in your own hip 
pocket, you've got to have a financial angel 
behind you. In my case, it's been the faith of 
Boston's Museum of Science and the National 
Geographic Society.' 

In the Alps in 1927 Washburn worked with 
the celebrated Chamonix photographer 
Georges Tiarraz on a 16mm movie; he also 
took his first aerial photographic flight with 
the French pilot Thoret and was made aware 
of the startling aesthetic potential of aerial 
photography in big mountains. 'But the man 
who really got me into large-format aerial 
photography was Colonel Albert W. Stevens, 
who made a flight into the stratosphere for 
the National Geographic Society in 1935. He 
taught aerial photography and mapping in the 
School of Geography at Harvard.' Washburn 
studied under him, and with him shared the 
dream of mapping Everest from the air. At 
that time there had only been the Houston 
Expedition flight over the summit of Everest, 
but it had not been high enough for really 
useful photographs; Stevens saw the survey 
potential of flying and photographing from a 
much higher altitude. It was left to Washburn 
to wait until technology was ready to support 
such a project. 

One thing that has to be done here, before 
a full assessment of Brad Washburn's 
astonishing contribution to the field of explo
ration and mapping can be contemplated, is 
to acknowledge the no less astonishing part 
played in it by his wife Barbara. For nearly 49 
years she has been his companion and help
meet, taking notes and photographs, fixing 
points, recording angles and transects for 
frigid hour upon frigid hour (or in the case 
of the Grand Canyon, in breathless desert 
temperatures); she has operated radios and 
laser beams; notched up more than 20 trips to 
Alaska alone; flown over Everest in a light 
aeroplane and been sucked into one of its 
terrifying downdraughts ('So this is how it 
ends!' was her one thought then). In recogni
tion of their combined efforts, the National 
Geographic Society last year honoured both 
Brad and Barbara with centennial gold medals 
for outstanding service to Earth Science. 

Brad Washburn's interest in mountains 
began at the age of 11, when he was taken on 
a family holiday to Squam Lake in New 
Hampshire. He likes to say it was hay fever 
that got him started. Sunny summer days 
usually reduced him to a wheezy, sniffling 
mess, but he found that the higher he went 
the less affected he was by such symptoms. 
So he kept going up. By 15, he had climbed 
all the peaks in the Presidential Range and 
produced an illustrated guidebook to them; 
by 16 he had been to Europe and scaled Mont 
Blanc; and within three more years had 
notched up enough alpine ascents (including 
a new route in the Couturier Couloir on the 
Aiguille Verte) to be elected into the CAF's 
elite Groupe de Haute Montagne. Among the 

The now famous photograph of Washburn with bush pilot extraordinaire Bob Reeve, prior to 
a flight to Lucania. Photo: Washburn. 

Alps with Bradford (1927) was the first of 
three books of his adventures written by him 
for the Putnam series Boys' Books for Boys. 
The activities of so precocious a teenagers 
coupled with his obvious ability to communi
cate them in words and photographs, had not 
gone unnoticed by the National Geographic 
Society, which began commissioning assign
ments. By the time Washburn went to Harvard 
in 1929, he was practically able to pay his way 
through college on the strength of his writing 
and lecturing. 

For a mountaineer, it was a good time to be 
at Harvard. The University's recently formed 
mountaineering club was flourishing and 
under the inspiration of a visiting geology 
professor, the Everester Noel Odell, was 
actively promoting expeditions to the great 
mountains of the world . Washburn and the 
group of fellow-adventurers that made up the 
'Harvard School' - H. Adams Carter, Robert 
Bates, Charles Houston, Terris Moore - thrust 
North American mountaineering into inter
national recognition, and dominated it until 
the outbreak of the Second World War. To 
this day the group remain close-knit friends. 

Having led the Harvard-Dartmouth Alaskan 
Expeditions to explore and map Mount Crillon 
in Alaska's Coast Range, Washburn was 
invited in 1935 to lead a National Geographic 
expedition to the Yukon to explore the St Elias 
Mountains. He had completed a post graduate 
course in surveying and aerial photography 
by this time and was instructing at the Univer
sity Institute of Geographical Exploration. He 
had also obtained a private flying licence. 
The expedition surveyed and recorded from 
ground and air 5,000 miles of rugged, 
uncharted territory. In dead of winter, 
Washburn's team of seven men and six dogs 
camped on the snow and ice, travelling over
land on skis or snowshoes. One blizzard alone 
dumped 96 inches of snow on the party. 
Towards the end of the trip, Washburn and 

one of his companions, 60-year old Andy 
Taylor, were making their way through a 
narrow glacier pass which was raining stones 
and rocks upon them from a great height. 

'As we walked along,' Washburn remem
bers, 'this stuff would come down z-z-z-zing 
and ping, like bullets, from a thousand feet 
above us, hitting the snow around our feet.' 
Understandably, the two did not hang about, 
nor say much until afterwards, but as he 
squatted over their little gasolene stove, 
cooking up corned beef hash for supper that 
evening, Washburn asked his friend if he had 
been scared. 'Scared?' replied Taylor. 'I was 
so scared, I could taste the shit at the back of 
my throat!' 

King George V was just one of the 'fans' to 
write and congratulate Washburn when his 
article and map of the range appeared in 
print. Two years later, the young explorer 
returned to the St Elias Mountains to climb Mt 
Lucania, which at 17,500 feet was then the 
highest unclimbed peak in North America -
for good reason. As Washburn wrote, 'Nature 
has thrown up about her so complete a mass 
of defences that even the problem of reaching 
her base presented itself as a serious under
taking.' The approach from the west he ruled 
out as being longer and more gruelling than 
the notorious one to Mt Logan, which it dupli
cated and extended for another 30 miles. His 
earlier explorations had pointed out the inad
visability of coming in from the east, either. 
The only practical way seemed to be to 
attempt the ascent from the south, at the head 
of the Walsh Glacier, but to get there would 
normally mean first a long and difficult climb 
over Mt Steele (itself above 16,000 ft). 
Washburn prevailed upon the legendary bush 
pilot, Bob Reeve, to fly him on to the Walsh 
glacier at the base of Lucania . The first flight 
bringing in Washburn and Bates landed the 
littre plane up to its wings in soft snow. It took 
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Right: The recent completion of a detailed 
map of the Everest massif, Wi1S the fulfillment 
of a lifelong dream for Washburn. The fruits 
of a prodigious amount of work by a number 
of highly gifted people were published by the 
National Geographic recently in the form of a 
beautiful 1 :50 000 map, shown here much 
reduced, (by kind permission of National 
Geographic Magazine.) 

several days to dig out one of the craft's skis 
from the crevasse into which it had landed, 
and to construct a runway so that it could fly 
out again. There was no way the plane would 
be bringing in the other two members of the 
party, or indeed returning for Washburn and 
Bates if they persisted with their climb. They 
were going to have to traverse Mt Steele after 
all to get themselves out to the nearest out
post of civilisation, 125 miles away. 

Despite their heavy packs, the big mountain 
fell quickly. Steele, too, the pair went up and 
over with no great difficulty, but then began 
the long hike across swampy tundra, navigat
ing 'by gosh and by god'. After a week they 
were at the end of their food, but still a long 
way from the end of their trek. Strange mush
rooms grew everywhere on the tundra and so 
it was down to eating those. One day Bates -
with more luck than marksmanship - bagged 
a red squirrel. (At his third shot, he demolished 
the branch on which the unfortunate creature 
was sitting so that it fell out of the tree, knock
ing itself out on the way.) 

'It tasted,' Washburn recalled, 'like piano 
wire.' Some days later they bumped into an 
Indian, who led them the last ten miles into 
Burwash Landing. 'We were kind of pooped,' 
admitted Washburn. 

One of the first things he did when they got 
home was to take some photos into the offices 
of Life magazine and ask to see the editor. 
'Here is your article saying Lucania can't be 
climbed,' Brad informed him, pointing to a 
recent back issue. 'And here are pictures of us 
on top!' The magazine paid a thousand dollars 
for the story, and it was largely on the strength 
of this that Washburn was offered his 
appointment as director of what was then 
Boston's Musuem of Natural History. He was 
just 29. 

Over the following years he turned an old 
fashioned establishment (what he called 'a 
three-dimensional dictionary under glass') 
into one of the most modern, hands-on Sci
ence Museums in the world. At the same 
time, he had shrewdly seen that it was written 
into his contract that he could continue to 
have reasonable time off for exploratory and 
mapping work. With the support of the 
Museum, he began to work on a major map
ping project of Mount McKinley, and this was 
followed by maps of Mount Kennedy (1965) 
and The Heart of the Grand Canyon (1978). 

Soon after his Museum appointment, it 
became obvious that what Washburn needed 
more than anything was a good secretary. 
Not far away, a young Smith College graduate 
was working in a Harvard biology laboratory. 
It was the mailman who told Barbara Polk to 
put in for the job. 'The poor guy is frantic,' he 
said. 'You have to help him!' 'Don't be silly,' 
she retorted, 'I wouldn't work in a stuffy old 
museum!' For weeks he persisted until finally, 
to keep him quiet, she agreed to go for an 
interview. In the museum builders were rip
ping everything apart; Miss Polk sat on a 
heap of boards while the young new director 
outlined what the job entailed. 

'He seemed quite stern, and the whole 
~hing looked dark and boring. I told him i 
really wasn't interested.' 

Washburn's persistence, however, surpas
sed even that of the mailman . He called her 
every day for the next two weeks. At length 
the young lady remarked to her father, 'If that 
guy is so persistent,. the museum may be 
going places.' She accepted the job, and 
within a year had married the boss. For their 
honeymoon, Brad took Barbara to Alaska. 
They made the first ascent of Mt Bertha. The 
next year she took part in the first ascent of Mt 
Hayes and in 1947 became the first woman to 
climb Mt McKinley. 
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The dream of one day mapping Everest had 
been on Washburn's back-burner for almost 
50 years by the time things started moving on 
it. As a less formulated ambition, it can be 
dated back even further. He has said, 'There's 
no question but that my interest in maps goes 
back to one specific person, Florence Leather
bee, my fifth-grade teacher at the Buckingham 
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. She 
taught geography, and she made the earth a 
delight for us kids. Every child in Miss Leather
bee's class longed to see Mount Everest and 
to c!imb it.' 

Securing the permission to undertake the 
necessc>ry photographic mapping flights was 
the hard part. For three successive years Brad 
and Barbara visited China and Nepal, while 
letters flew backwards and forwards, until 
finally, in June 1984, the precious approvals 
were in their hands. At this stage the Boston 
Museum of Science and National Geographic 
agreed to sponsor the venture jointly. 

All previous maps ofthe Everest region had 
been based on ground-surveys conducted first 
by the British, then by Chinese and Austrian 
expeditions in Tibet and Nepal, and the most 
recent observations had established an 
accepted altitude and position ot 8848 
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metres; N. Lat. 27 59'16" and E. Long. 
86 55'40". The survey framework on which 
the new 1988 map depended did not involve 
any new groundwork, but large-scale stereo 
infra-red pictures supplied by the German 
space agency provided 90 new control points 
on which to build . 'The most exciting part of 
this whole darn thing,' in Washburn's view, 
'has been the cooperation involved; we dealt 
with eleven different nations and far from 
ending up fighting, we all loved each other at 
the finish!' 

From previous experience in Alaska, 
Washburn had decided that the best aeroplane 
for the job was a Learjet. Flying, as they 
intended, at 39 or 40,000 feet was way below 
its ceiling, although winds of 156 miles an 
hour and temperatures of 63 degrees below 
could foreseeably present problems. A 
Swedair Lear was promised, and would be 
equipped with an optical glass window in its 
hatch and a Swiss Wild RC-10 mapping cam
era . In mid-November 1984, the plane was 
standing by in Stockholm while Washburn 
and his team were winding up their prepara
tions in Kathmandu . At that point Barbara 
Washburn was taken mysteriously ill. For two 
weeks she ran an alarmingly high fever, the 



'Heights will go up~ if anything . . N 

Above: Bradford Washburn - '78 years young 
dynamo'. Photo: David Breashears. 

cause of which could not be determined in 
Nepal. The Washburns, therefore, flew on to 
Bangkok, where after two more anxious 
weeks, test results indicated that Barbara was 
probably suffering from malignant lymphoma. 
No known cure existed, and the expectation 
was that soon she would be too weak to be 
moved again. 

'It was clear that I must fly her home to 
Boston immediately. I telephoned Bill Garrett 
[Editor of National Geographic] in the middle 
of the night and explained the situation, telling 
him that, in essence, we had pushed the ball 
forward to the 5-yard line - that it was first
down-and-goal-to-go - that the opposition 
was exhausted and had no substitutes - that I 
was convinced that if he could quickly move 
Barry Bishop to Nepal to become our Chief of 
Field Operations, he would speedily score a 
touchdown and attain virtually all of our plan
ned objectives. 

'With the Learjet still in Stockholm, it would 
have been very easy for the Geographic to 
play it safe and recommend that we pull out 
before we took the $50,000 gamble of flying it 
on to Kathmandu. But he and Gil Grosvenor 
[President of the Geographic] were magnifi
cent. The next day Barry Bishop telephoned 
that he would head for Nepal in less than a 
week. Barbara and I were overjoyed - we knew 
that Barry was the perfect man for the job.' 

To assist Bishop, Werner Altherr, Vice Pres
ident of Swissair Photo Surveys and the man 
with whom Washburn had worked out the 
project's whole battle plan, volunteered to fly 
to Nepal with the Learjet. The plane arrived in 
Kathmandu exactly on schedule on December 
16 and began work at once. 

Meanwhile, back in Boston's Massachusetts 
General Hospital, the Wash burns were given 
the wonderful news that Barbara did not have 
cancer after all, but a rare and complex vascu
lar disease. Though still extremely serious 
and formerly almost invariably fatal, the con
dition these days could be treated by chemo
therapy and a lot of patience. She was 
allowed home for Christmas. 

At dawn on Christmas Day, the couple were 
awoken by a phone call from Zurich to say 
that Altherr was back in Switzerland with all 
the developed films from the completed high 
altitude mapping flights. 

'What a Christmas present! And eight days 
later, our low-altitude flights virtually com
pleted, Barry reported that, everything done, 
he too would leave for home in 48 hours.' 

The pictures were superb: 700 square miles 
of the wild terrain flanking Everest had been 
photographed in cloudless weather - a won
derful resource that was handed over to 
Nepal's Survey Department, and copied to 
China. Translating the material relating to the 
immediate Everest area, along with all the 
new mathematical detail, into the exquisite, 
almost three-dimensional, Everest sheet that 
was distributed to readers of the National 
Geographic with its issue of November last, 
took top Swiss cartographers a further two 
years. The result, in the view of Dr Armin 
Gruen, head of Research Photogrammetry at 
Zurich's technical university, is a map accurate 
to within 10 metres. That is the same length of 
Washburn's office in the Boston Museum of 
Science. 'I am sure altitudes will change,' 
W?shburn predicts, 'but not by very much . 
i,y1t~ the new_ GPS technology (Global Posi
tioning Satellites), we are going to get very, 
very high control into the Everest area. 
Maybe we will get GPS to the summit of 
Everest. Heights will go up, if anything, but 
the changes will be in figures, not in the 
contours. 

In drawing up the map, the work of the ear
lier ground surveyors was of paramount 
importance. Spender's map of the North Face 
of Everest in particlcllar was an excellent piece 
of work for its day, but as in all those early 
surveys, the lack of aerial photos meant that 
detail got less accurate the higher the terrain. 
Washburn: 'I have enormous respect for the 
giants of the past who made this all possible. 
When I started surveying in 1930 in Alaska, I 
was using exactly the same sort of equipment 
as the early Everest surveyors. I have a visceral 
feel for what it can do, know its limitations. 
They did a truly amazing job with it. A younger 
man might not appreciate that.' · 

Contou-rs on the new map have been drawn 
at 50-60 metre intervals, but the photographs 
supplied detail for the preparation of 10 
sheets to a scale of 1: 10,000 with 20 metre 
contours. These will assist geologists and 
glaciologists in the field, enabling them to 
survey the Everest area with far greater accu
racy than has been possible before. Washburn 
again: 'National Geographic should be given 
big Brownie points for going to the extra cost 
of such supersurveying. They need not have 
done so to produce the 1 :50,000 sheet. A 
1 :5,000 map of the main mass of Everest is 
possible from this material (that is about one 
foot to a mile, with contours every 5 metres). 
This is more detailed than existing surveys of 
the Matterhorn, even. The First, Second and 
Hillary Steps will all be clearly visible. A relief 
model should be ready by next fall.' 

In many ways, the new Mount Washington 
map was a more challenging undertaking 
than the Everest one, where obtaining per
missions was by far the hardest part. No such 
sanctions were needed to work in what was 
essentially Washburn's own backyard, but 
the technical problems were infinitely more 
complex. 

'Everest has no trees and virtually no trails; 
Washington has 200 miles of trails and most 
of them tunnel through trees. They all had to 
be surveyed blind with a 100 ft tape and a 
compass. It was like going into the tunnel at 
Grand Central Station and not emerging until 
you arrived in Boston!' 

200 volunteers assisted the Wash burns and 
still it took five seasons to plot all the paths. 
Washburn insisted they all be measured at 
least twice to make sure they were 'within a 
gnat's whisker' of being exact. The work was 
not helped when the US Forest Service mod
ified some trails, eliminated others and added 
two new ones during the survey. The area 
was also twice surveyed from the air, once 
in the early spring, and again at the end of 
summer; the results were again drawn up in 
Switzerland. 'You can't get a really gorgeous 
map like this made in the US,' Washburn 
remarks. 'The Swiss are very committed and 
fascinated by detail. Some people say that 
this is unnecessary perfection . But if you 
make a map topographically almost perfect in 
its detail, all of a sudden, the whole map looks 
like reality.' 

He adds, 'Without doubt this is the most 
complicated place we've ever mapped.' 

So what comes next? Washburn likes to 
quote Bob Reeve, his Alaskan pilot. 'Skin one 
skunk at a time,' Reeve used to tell him. But 
with two such formidable skunks as these 
maps so recently skinned, will there be more? 
Ygu can bet your life on it: the man's not 
ready for writing his memoirs yet! 

'I like to think I'm on the cutting edge of the 
twilight years,' Washburn says disarmingly, 
and puts his questing energy down to 'a 
healthy transfusion of frontier blood.' 
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Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Topped Out 
Apologies first for an item in last 
issue's PEOPLE, which was 
embarrassingly outdated by news 
that preceded it in the magazine's 
INFO section. (Classic case right 
hand not knowing what left hand 
etc.) There we were, idly reflecting 
on the ill-starred fortunes of 
American women on Everest, 
when two girls had already 
demonstrated that any such jinx 
was broken. Stacy Allison and 
Peggy Luce (separately) reached 
the summit as members of last 
autumn's Seattle-based 
Northwest American Everest 
Expedition, led by Jim Frush. 

'After 12 years of attempts, an 
American woman finally got past 
the barriers of discrimination, 
money, weather, inexperience, 
and simple bad luck to climb to 
the world's highest point,' 
declared Outside Magazine later, 
with satisfaction. Stacy Allison, 
who like Luce was a last-minute 
addition to Frush's team, actually 
owed her success in part to simple 
good luck. On September 29, 
three Americans (Frush, Allison 
and the team's doctor) were 
summit-bound with two Sherpas, 
when one of the Sherpas decided 
to quit. He must have taken with 
him a quantity of the team's 
oxygen reserves, for a subsequent 
bottle-count revealed there was 
only enough left for one of the 
Americans to continue climbing 
with the remaining Sherpa, and 
to determine which, Pasang 
Gyalzen asked the three to guess 
what number he was thinking of. 
Allison's guess came closest, so 
she was the one to keep going 
while the others headed back. She 
became the seventh woman 
overall to make it to the top. 

Luce topped out three days 
later. Enlisted as a support 
climber, her success came as 
something of a surprise. Unlike 
Allison who had been high on 
Everest before (on the North Face 
in 1987), Luce had never been to 
the Himalaya; her experience 
centred mainly on ascents in the 
Cascades and Olympic Mountains. 
But her job as a bicycle messenger 
with Bucky's Messenger Service, 
which has her pedalling 400 miles 
each week around the Seattle 
hills, keeps her, as she says, 'in 
pretty good shape'. At the 
summit, she allowed herself a 
loud 'Rah-rah!' before heading 
back down to the South Col. 'I was 
surprised that this place I'd 
worked so hard to get to was one 
I couldn't wait to get away from.' 

Outside reflected ruefully on 
the fickleness of fame : whereas 
Allison seems set to cash in on all 
the publicity (public appearances, 
writing contracts, gear 
endorsements) that goes with 
being the Firs·t American Woman 
Up, 'Luce -whose summit may be 
a better story because she was 
such a green climber - could be 
relatively ignored by sponsors, a 
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victim of milestone myopia.' 

Passing of American Woman 
Pioneer 
In January of this year the death 
occurred in Scituate, 
Massachusetts of Elizabeth 
Knowlton, one of the first 
American women to climb in the 
Himalaya. She was 93. In 1932 (at 
the age of 37) Miss Knowlton 
accompanied Willi Merkl's 
German-American expedition to 
Nanga Parbat. The New York 
Times obituary notice recalled 
that, as the only woman on the 
team, 'the men in charge of the 
climb would not let her continue 
beyond the 20,000-foot level' -
'men in charge' besides Merkl 
being Aschenbrunner, Bechtold 
and Wiessner. Also on the team's 
strength was Knowlton's friend 
and compatriot, the young New 
York climber Rand Herron, who 
was killed on the way home in a 
fall from the Cheops Pyramid in 
Egypt. 

Miss Knowlton sent dispatches 
on the progress of the four
month-long assau!t to various 
European and American 
newspapers, an assault which 
was ultimately defeated by 
snowstorms. Afterwards, she 
wrote a lively and moving account 
of the expedition in The Naked 
Mountain (Putnam, 1933), a book 
which at the same time served 
very much as a tribute to Herron. 
It is something of an antiquarian 
rarity these days. 

Knowlton's love of mountain 
climbing can be traced back to 
ascents in the White Mountains of 
New Hampshire from the age of 
seven. A scholar and linguist, she 
made many expeditions to the 
Alps, Mexico, Canada; and also 
visited Colombia, where she took 
part in two first ascents in the 
Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. 
Elizabeth Knowlton was a 
member of the Explorers Club, 
tha Appalachian Mountain Club 
and the American AC. 

And Now For The Wind Horse 
Chris Bonington will be doing his 
yeti-spotting from the air this 
year. In the autumn he plans to 
soar over Mount Everest in a hot
air balloon. His pilot is to be 
Swedish-born Per Lindstrand, 
now of Oswestry, who in 1987 
shepherded Richard Branson 
across the Atlantic, and who 
subsequently picked up the world 
altitude record for a hot-air 
balloon with a flight to 65,000feet 
above Texas. 

In theory therefore, if conditions 
bless them, Bonners and 
Lindstrand should have no trouble 
in getting it up sufficiently to clear 
the world's roof. But balloons can 
be whimsical beasts - as 
Lindstrand knows to his cost. It 's 
the take-offs and landings that are 
the-worst. After their Atlantic 
flight, Lindstrand and Branson 
found it impossible to land their 

giant Virgin Atlantic Flyer at all, 
and the two aeronauts had to 
ditch ignobly into the Irish Sea. 
Another embarrassment came on 
an earlier abortive altitude bid 
when before assembled pressmen 
Lindstrand's balloon billowed, 
but refused to leave the ground. 
He, on the other hand, was 
hoisted to a height of 30 feet 
before being dropped back to 
earth and breaking his wrist. The 
pressmen were unkind. 'One 
giant let-down for mankind,' the 
headlines blazoned. 

Three earlier Himalayan flights 
during the course of the 1985 
Balloons Over Everest Expedition 
(led by Australian entrepreneur 
Chris Dewhirst) ended in near 
disaster with forced landings in 
remote high valleys. Burners 
twice blew out while attempts 
were made to get into the 30,000ft 
jetstreams, as you must to cross 
the range, and on two occasions 
balloon baskets became blazing 
infernos on touch-down when 
burner flames ignited tinder-dry 
scrub. There was nothing much 
left to salvage from the two 
balloons after their three test 
flights.* 

These two latest high-flying 
aspirants, Bonington and 
Lindstrand, will need all of the 
gods of the air with them. 

Leo Dickinson was cameraman 
to the 1985 expedition and you 
can read all about these Himalayan 
flights and other adventures in 
his Anything is Possible to be 
published in May of this year. 

Diadem Joins Hodder 
Takeovers and mergers are 
everyday affairs in the world of 
publishing, and all too often such 
unions are marked by one less
than-willing partner yelling 
'Rape!'. As Murdoch adds a 
reluctant Collins/Grafton to his 
harem, how refreshing it is to 
learn of one arranged marriage 
that is, by all accounts, a love 
match: Diadem Books' alliance 
with Hodder and Stoughton. 

It has long been an open secret 
that Diadem was on the lookout 
for a suitable consort, having 
developed as far as it reasonably 
could as a small unit. For Diadem, 
you should read Ken Wilson, for 
he it was who founded the 
company eleven years ago (after 
giving up the editorship of 
Mountain), and he who has been 
its one active director/dogsbody 
ever since. Editorially and 
financially, this has meant 
spreading resources a bit thin and 
has rarely permitted him to work 
on more than one or two new 
tit'les at a time. 'We had reached 
the situation where I didn't feel 
we were doing our proper duty by 
our authors,' he has said . 'Books 
were not getting hard-sold as well 
as they should have been.' 

One of the main reasons that 
makes connection with a larger 
publishing house so attractive is 

that it immediately removes from 
Diadem all worries over promotion 
and distribution. And the fact that 
Hodder has an unbroken 
association with climbing 
publishing going back more than 
55 years means they already have 
an understanding of the 
specialised market. (Ruttledge, 
Shipton, Smythe, Hillary, Hunt, 
Bonington - have all been Hodder 
authors.) Seen from Hodder's 
point of view, the acquisition of 
the steady sellers on Diadem's 
backlist is equally attractive. It all 
sounds ideal - an eminently 
suitable partnership, you might 
say - although it would be na'fve 
not to foresee a few problems. 

There is, for instance, a basic 
philosophical difference between 
the two, in that Wilson's attitude 
to publishing is by way of being 
missionary, rather than 
commercial: he has always seen 
it as a duty to put 'worthy' (a 
favourite word) works on 
climbers' shelves, a kind of 
fraternal service if you like. He 
reprints classics, collects 
transient articles between hard 
covers, disseminates the latest 
climbing and hillwalking 
information - and spends 
inordinate amounts of time and 
effort getting layout and quality 
to his liking. 'I believe in the 
product being as good as I can 
possibly make it.' 

If a book begins to show a profit, 
he might consider using better 
paper and tinkering with the 
pictures in subsequent editions, 
something traditional houses 
would never do. 'As a 
photographer,' he says, 'I have a 
reputation to maintain, and my 
name is now inextricably linked 
with Diadem.' His books will 
continue to bear the Diadem 
imprint when produced by 
Hodder; accordingly, Wilson 
foresees no change in this 
commitment to quality. Hodder, 
on the other hand, may well insist 
on some streamlining; they 
certainly won't want to take too 
many chances on books for which 
a ready market is not assured. 

There are bound to be tussles 
ahead, and as colleagues of 
Wilson know, he fights hard and 
volubly' for every inch of ground. 
'Do they know what they've taken 
on?' is a sentiment often voiced. 
Luckily, Managing Director Eric 
Major has known Wilson over a 
long period, and is himself a 
climber. His eyes are wide open -
but there may be other Hodder 
folk who will take it less than 
kindly to be told how to improve 
their operation. It is beyond Our 
Ken to keep observations to 
himself. Then again, his expertise 
is one oft he assets oft he wedding 
dowry, and friction will in any 
case be minimised in that Wilson 
will not be moving to company 
headquarters in London, but 
continue working out of his 
Macclesfield office. This, as he 



The only way to see the Himalaya! Ama Dab/am in background. Photo: Mandy Dickinson. 

keeps reminding everyone, is the 
Age of the Fax. 

'On a personal level I'm looking 
forward to the change. My 
batteries need recharging; I 
haven't worked in harness with 
other people for a long time.' 
Expect sparks. 
Out With The Boys 
Brummie Stokes is putting his 
SAS and Everest experience to 
good use in a new business 
venture. Expedition Logistics 
offers adventure with a difference: 
clients are invited to become real
life explorers. No watered-down 
tourist jobs these holidays of his, 
they will be as near-genuine 
simulations of expeditions or 
military exercises as Brummie 
can make them. Mountain, desert, 
jungle forays are planned, as well 
as 'Executive Proving Expeditions' 
nearer home. A recent survival 
training course for 50 Coloroll 
personnel in the Black Mountains 
proved not only the young 
executives, but also the 
workability of the concept. 'It was 
not so much what they did -
although they enjoyed it and it 
was very different from their 
normal business experience - it 
was meeting characters they had 
heard so much about, especially 
Lofty' (the great survivalist, Lofty 
Wiseman). Reflected Brummie, 
'After you've killed chickens with 
a bloke, he doesn't seem such a 
stranger.' 
. Working on the principle that it 
1s characters who make trips, 
Brum has put together a pool of 
some 60-70 tried-and-true, gutsy 
old campaigners-ex-SAS buddies 

and veteran Everesters ... Real 
People, as he likes to call them -
with a view to every trip including 
at least two rugged and colourful 
individualists. When we tell you 
that the list includes Mo Antoine, 
Bill Barker, Russell Brice, Joe 
Brown, Paddy Freaney, Doug 
Geeting, Pete Long, Paul Moores, 
Sam Roberts, Harry Taylor and 
the said Lofty Wiseman, you'll 
know what we mean. 

It's all uncomplicated Raiders 
of the Lost Ark stuff: panning for 
gold on the Klondike trail, 
swinging in hammocks in tiger 
country, paddling dugouts with 
Dyaks, or crossing sand seas with 
the Bedouin. You tuck into water
buffalo steaks in Nairobi, Arab 
fish suppers in the Gulf, or Maori 
firestone breakfasts, climb snow
capped mountains on three 
continents, and enjoy campfire 
yarns almost every night. A 
tearaway in his own youth, Brum 
is a firm believer in the redeeming 
properties of adventure ... not 
just for putting wild or disaffected 
youngsters back on the right trail, 
but for motivating anybody 
towards team spirit and a better 
life. You might say he has paid a 
high price for his own adventure 
over the years - what with a 
shattered knee, frostbite, a broken 
neck, cerebral oedema ... and 
even now recovering from three 
broken ribs sustained after skiing 
into a camera while advertising a 
new wonder-fabric jacket (it didn't 
rip, so what was all right!) - but 
Brummie reckons himself to be 
one of the world's fortunates. His 
ultimate dream, when cash 

allows, is to set up an adventure
training school near Hereford, 
stomping ground of his beloved 
SAS, where he can reinvest into 
the youth of this country some of 
the benefits he has enjoyed. 
On His Bike 
'Frustrated wanderlust suddenly 
getting its chance', is how Dave 
Cook (47, and a grandfather twice 
over) explains his decision to 
mount a bike on April 5 ofthis year 
and begin the long peddle to 
Australia. He will travel by way of 
Southern Europe, the Middle 
East, Northern India, Malaysia 
and Indonesia, detouring here 
and there to take in rockclimbing 
areas and to get a look at Everest. 
Whether he manages, as he 
hopes, eventually to get access 
through the northern route across 
the Soviet Union and China, or 
whether he has to settle for a 
more southerly line, it will still be 
the longest 'end to end ' journey 
possible from the UK, something 
around 20,000 kilometres. 

Recent jobs changes and the 
fact that his three children are all 
now grown and away from home 
have created, as he says, a 
convenient space. 'This is an 
opportunity that has to be taken.' 
But the growing sense he admits 
to of running out ohime is only 
part of it. Cook has never been 
able to separate politics from 
other aspects of life. As a 'leading 
Eurocommunist' (he was for 
many years a full-time worker in 
the national leadership of the 
British Communist Party), he has 
campaigned strongly against 
racist laws and social inequalities. 

Dave Cook 

The journey will also provide 
opportunities for observing 
political groups in action and 
meeting other workers in similar 
fields. He has been invited to 
lecture in the Punjab, where 
papers he has written on 
immigration and nationality have 
been translated. 

His climbing, too, Cook has 
always seen in a political context. 
(He rejects as dim-witted those 
who cry, 'Keep Politics out of 
Sport', and says you may as well 
imagine keeping politics out of 
sex, work, class, war or any of the 
other human activities.) He has 
given many of his first ascents 
names to commemorate political 
preoccupations (Soledad Brother 
in honour of George Jackson, 
killed in San Quentin Prison ; 
Range Free, on Greenham 
Common, a forbidden cliff in the 
MoD ranges at Pembroke; 
Republican), but not all: there is 
also Hank Williams will Live 
Forever in People's Hearts! 

In preparation for his trip, Cook 
has studied cycle maintenance. 
He is aware that the biggest 
danger he faces will be other road 
users, but there are also alarming 
tales of mad dog packs in Syria 
and of cyclists who have been 
stoned in many parts of Islam. 
(You should never attempt to 
pedal away if you are being 
stoned, apparently, but turn a 
smiling countenance towards 
your assailants and produce 
photographs of your family.) As 
far as possible his route has been 
planned to fit in with the seasons, 
but theories come unstuck in 
Bangladesh which he expects to 
hit at the height of the monsoon. 
There will be no laptop in the 
saddle bag ('I don't believe in 
flashing affluent trinkets in Third 
World countries'), but he will send 
home regular bulletins and 
afterwards, he hopes, write a 
book of his travels. 
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BRAZIL - 1988 
NEWS REPORT 
by Andre llha 

There has been an unprecedented surge of 
first ascents in Brazil over the last few 
months, some being first-class additions to 
their grades and areas. 

With an increasing number of people able 
to climb in the upper grades, many more hard 
routes have appeared, including a few which 
are in the American 5.12 range. The most seri
ous candidate for this position is the fierce 
roof problem Nosferatus, on the' Acid Wall' of 
Morro da Babilonia, Rio de Janeiro city, but 
other pitches are certainly close to that point. 
Much more than a mere advance in standards, 
this ascent marks the breaking of a long 
standing psychological barrier, and its after
math will be felt better as time goes by. 

Of equal importance is the continuous dis
covery of fine (to say the least) new areas in 
many different States, notably the quartzite 
massif known as Chapada Diamantina in Cen
tral Bahia . This vast and dry region, now 
theoretically protected by a National Park, is a 
fairyland for climbers : dozens of extensive 
steep crags, often as high as 200/300m, provide 
scope for an unimaginable number of routes, 
most of them with relatively easy access from 
a paved road. 

In some cases an area has been rediscovered 
for modern climbing purposes, like the 
quartzite group planted in the Ouro Preto 
municipality, Minas Gerais State. Though 
rudimentary climbs had been done there in 
the sixties, it was only in 1988 that the amaz
ing potential offered by its many towers and 
crags was fully realised. It also has the enorm
ous advantage of being situated more than 
one thousand kilometers closer to the most 
frequented climbing centres of Brazil than; for 
example, Chapada Diamantina. 
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A final point worth mentioning is the gradual 
introduction of 'French-style' climbing here, 
at least in some places, usually by those few 
with a greater need of getting into the spot
light quicker. How this will actually affect 
Brazilian climbing ethics is still to be seen, as 
this phenomenon is still very restricted; but it 
does go frontally against a long tradition of 
doing first ascents starting from the ground, 
and up 'til now has done little to raise local 
free climbing standards, as some would have 
liked. 

RIO DE JANEIRO STATE 
Rio de Janeiro City 
On Pao-de-Ac,ucar (Sugar Loaf), Alexandre 
Portela, Sergio Tartari, Fernando Barbera and 
Makoto lshibe established a new route to the 
right of Ibis, the long bolt-ladder constructed 
by Austrian climber Felix Kuen and party in the 
early seventies : Contrapino (72 VII A-3/5.11 
A-3), ten pitches of steep edging moves and 
fairly difficult aid sections on the big overhang. 
It was a highly publicized event by the local 
press. 

To the left of Ibis, Portela, partnered by 
Maurfcio Mota, Mario Arnaud and Giovanni 
Tartari climbed the serious Estranha Realidade 
(62 Vlsup/5.10+ ), a long face line sporting sev
eral thought-provoking run-outs on friable 
rock, somewhat unclean on the upper third. A 
fall is out of the question on this one. At the 
huge roofs beneath the righthand section of 
the South Face Portela and Eduardo Cabral 
did Maresia (A-3), a short aid route. 

Marco Vidon, Luis Claudio and Marcelo 
Braga put up Cisco Kid(62 Vllsup/5.11 b), a fine 
multi-pitch edging climb to the left of Aves de 
Rapina. The crux sequence, right at the begin
ning, was protected with bolts placed on 
abseil, but the rest was climbed in a more 
conventional way. Further left, Vidon and 
Claudio produced an interesting variation to 
the West Ridge Route, called Arteria da 
Alucinar;ao (Vlll /5.11 a). now a popular pitch 
on that side of Pao-de-Ac,ucar. Unfortunately, 
however, three out of the four bolts which 

protect it were drilled with the help of a top 
rope, which was absolutely unnecessary there. 

SenhordosAneis(Vllsup/5.111 pt) is an airy 
variation to the chimney pitch of Lagartao, on 
the huge spur stuck to the South Face of Pao
de-Ac,ucar. It was first climbed with some 
points of aid by Andre llha and Gabriel 
Fonseca, as the cracks needed to be cleaned 
beforehand; was immediately reduced to one 
nut by Portela, but a complete free ascent won't 
be long in coming. Stopida W Vll/5.11a/b) is 
another variation to Lagartao, again done with 
some aid by Ronalda Paes, Stefan Jorda and 
Lilian White, and later freed by Braga. The crux 
is a pumping sequence on questionable flakes, 
only made reasonable by the excellent fixed 
protection. 

Acido Fosf6rico and A.cido SulftJrico, both IV/ 
5.8, are edging pitches situated at the lefthand 
sector of the 'Acid Wall', on Morro da 
Babilonia, work of llha, Luiz Fernando Mattos 
and ,Nilton Soares. Between A Glutamico and 
A. Urico, Tartari and Claudio did Esta Buon 
(Vllsup/5.11 b). a fingery line protected by bolts. 

On the impressive roof which dominates the 
righthand sector of the 'Acid Wall', Portela and 
Tartari established their Nosferatus. Although 
it hasn't yet received a true, complete free 
ascent (as the pair did it with the first two 
runners previously clipped), this extremely 
sustained pitch already deserves a 5.12 
(Vlllsup, in the Brazilian grading system) rating, 
and has now become a major testpiece in the 
city. 

Bruno Menescal, strongly impressed by the 
French way of climbing after a trip to their 
country, decided to equip smaller crags by the 
access road to Pao-de-Ac,ucar with bolts placed 
on rappel. Greater attention was given to Pedra 
do Urubu, where he created - but wasn't the 
first to lead - A Aresta (Vll/5.11a/b). an old top
rope problem now sporting four bolts, and 
UrubtJ Aquatico (Vll/5.11 ), a left to right girdle 
running over the sea for most of its way. 
UrubtJ-Mestre, on the same 'bloc', was a very 
hard edging problem led by Tartari and 
Claudio - maybe another 5.12 pitch - before 



Left: Brazils answertoArapiles? One of many 
such large quartzite cliffs in Chapada 
Diamantina National Park• scope for 
thousands of new routes. Photo : Dalton 
Chiarelli. Right: Giovanni Tartari leading 
Arteria da A/ucinacao (Vll/5. 11a) on Sugar 
Loaf. Photo: Eduardo Cabral. 

having its bolts • vandalised for obscure 
reasons. Now it is hoped that they will be 
replaced soon and stay there undamaged as 
they once used to be, as it is a good training 
sequence. 

The Botafogo side of Morro de Sao Joao 
received a great deal of attention recently, 
with five new routes recorded and many 
others planned for soon. The first one was 
Rancesco Berardi (32 IVsup/5.8). an edging 
and friction route done by Vidon and Juratan 
Camera. Shortly after, Vidon and llha estab
lished three parallel lines at the righthand 
side of the wall: N6s ea Eternidade W VI/ 
5.1 0), Sete Pa/mos W Vll/5.1 0+) and Fort;as 
Ocultas (32 Vllsup/5.11 ). All of them follow for 
some fifty meters obvious crystal dykes up to 
a spacious ledge, from where short over
hanging lay-backs • their cruxes • provide 
superb exits to the top. Finally, immediately 
left of Sao Pedro Renato Souto and Ana Paula 
Braga put up 0/hos de Anja (3° Vl/5.1 0a/b), a 
good bolt-protected face climb. 

Souto and Jorge Schubert were responsible 
for another face climb on Morro do Cantagalo, 
Ru mores da Algazarra (32 Vsup/5.1 0a). It lies 
between Via Lactea and Paixao de Cris but, in 
spite of the usual interest that new routes 
arouse, this one cannot be recommended for 
the next few months : a large flake dislodged 
during an early repeat scored a direct hit on 
the building below, probably rendering the 
occupants less than friendly to climbers by 
now, though no one has checked this 
assumption yet. Urban climbing has its 
problems! To the left of Urban6ide, and thus 
quite far from the firing line, the excellent 
Adrenalina Mil (62 Vll /5.1 0+ or .11 ·) was put 
up by Luciano Peres and friends, a route offer
ing a nice initial crack pitch followed by two of 
edging . 

Good quality edging and friction climbing 
can be found on Perdidos no Espa90 (72 VIII/ 
5.11 + 2pts), a worthy addition to Corcovado 
by Marcelo Braga, Peres, Maurfcio Mota and 
Luiz Octavio Cardozo. 

On the smooth slabs of Morro do Suman!!, 
llha and Lucia Duprte produced the excellent 
Crepusculo dos /dolos (72 Vllsup/5.11 b/c). a 
four-pitch friction climb that takes a straight 
line between Jardins Suspensos da Babilonia 
and Arrasta-Pe, crossing the former once and 
the latter twice before reaching the top. 

llha also found two new routes on Pedra do 
Pontal, Barra da Tijuca, the very first on the 
mountain : Micro-Entidade (lllsup/5.6) with 
Duarte, and Sangue e Areia (Vl/5.9) with 
Fonseca, both well-defined lay-back cracks, 
the first facing left and the other right. A 
pleasant climb/beach programme for the 
Summer. 

Mula Demente (32 IVsup/5.8), by Antonio 
Paulo Farias and Sergio Bahia, is basically a 
face climb following a rightward trend . It was 
done on Pedra do ltanhanga, the base being 
only twenty meters or so from the road -
'Estrada dos Bandeirantes'. 

Mandragora (Vlsup/5.10), on Pedra Rosi Iha, 
is a short but quite varied crack route situated 
a few meters to the left of twin cracks Phobos 
and Deimos, and has been put up by Ricardo 
de Moraes and llha. The route is entirely pro
tected by nuts, but an abseil bolt at the end 
a,voids the cacti barrier above. To its right, 
Arvore (V/5.9), by the same pair, is a candi
date for the title of 'most exotic climb in 
Brazil', as it involves complicated ape-style 
tree/rock climbing on the first pitch and then 
continues up through the fine crack system 
above. 

To the left of North Face Route on Pedra 
Grande de Jacarepagua,, Paes and Jorda,. 

accompanied by Luis Souza, put up the enjoy
able Batata Frita (52 Vl/5.1 Ob) . After the easy 
initial slabs, the climb takes the righthand 
side crack of a prominent pillar for one pitch, 
followed by several others of fun edging 
climbing. This route, however, was only 
made possible after the removal of a great 
volume of orchids, cacti, bromeliads and 
other beautiful plants that form a compact 
cover on this section of the wall. The same 
problem has also occurred with the two 
routes on Morro do Cantagalo mentioned 
before • Adrenalina Mil and Rumores da 
Algazarra • and, in an even greater scale, with 
Estranha Realidade, on Pao-de-Ai,ucar. This 
raised the inevitable question : is it justifiable 
to cause such environmental damage (the 
vegetation coat on rock walls can be con
sidered among the most fragile known 
ecosystems) merely for the egotistical end of 
establishing a new route? No matter how 
good the final result, the fact is that dozens of 
other climbs could have been done in the 
same area as the above cited lines without 
causing the same harm. 

Carlos Trindade W V/5.9) is the most recent 
addition to Morro de Nossa Senhora da Pena, 
work of Pedro Caliano, Dalton Chiarelli and 
Rosangela Gelly, an edging piece on the com
plex web of crystal dikes that cross the face in 

many directions, as are all the previous 
routes the re. 

Chiarelli, Caliano and Camera also did 
Sopa de Letrinhas (42 V/5.9), on Pedra da 
Panela, an interesting face route to the left of 
Jaba com Jeri mum, another climb of theirs. 

Pico da Tijuca, highest point in the Tijuca 
National Park, received two good new routes 
on its North Face: Estranho no Ninho (52 VII/ 
5.11 a). by Farias and Bahia (FFA by Moraes). 
and Nov19a Rebe/de (42 Vl/5.1 Ob), by Paes and 
party. The former offers really enjoyable 
edging and smearing moves and a wonderful 
setting. 

Alexandre Portela has finally achieved the 
first complete free ascent of Primus (72 VIII / 
5.11 +),on Tijuca-Mirim, a subsidiary summit 
of Pico da Tijuca. The initial hand-jamming 
crack is quite demanding but the actual crux 
lies on the edging sequence above. 

Petro polis 
Fonseca, Braga and Moraes established two 
excellent new routes on Morro da Maravilha, 
Po.i,o Fundo district. They were Oueijo Suf90 
(52 Vlsup/5.1 0d) and THC(52Vl/5.1 Ob), the first 
one being an enjoyable bolt-protected face 
climb that passes by several huge and evident 
pockets on the wall. THC, in turn, starts by a 
clean protected right-leaning crack and con-
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Right: Eduardo Cabral seconding the tricky 
edging route, Estranha Rea/idada (VI sup/ 
5. 10+ ) on the North Face of Sugar Loaf. 
Photo: Alexandre Portela. 

tinues to the top via equally worthy face 
pitches. 

Terceira Visao (lllsup/5.7) is a chimney 
pitch done by Souto and llha on a nameless 
crag in the Caxambu district, while High
lander, of similar difficulty, is an edging and 
friction climb put up by Carlos Alexandre 
Silva and Flavio Stock on Morro do Teto, a 
large mountain that sports immense scope 
for further routes, especially in the easier 
grades. 

On the huge boulders at the foot of Morro 
da F9rmi_ga, the most popular climbing site in 
Petropol1s, Alexandre Galvao and Otto 
Koptcke found Puma (Vll/5.10+), a short lay
backing problem. 

Serra dos 6rgiios 
Sergio Tartari and Alexandre Portela estab
lished a major big -wall route on Pedra do 
Sino, at 22~3 metres the highest peak in the 
Serra do Orgaos National Park. Terra de 
Gigantes (82 IVsup A-4NI 5.8 A-4), though not 
~xactly too long (a bit over 600 metres) , 
involves several consecutive pitches of delicate 
nailing on a sheer vertical to overhanging 
face, straight above the upper waters of the 
S~bero ~iver. The difficulty of the crux pitch 
allied to its susta1nedness and remote situation 
make Terra de Gigantes, unquestionably, 
Brazils hardest climb in th is style. Estimated 
time for repeats is four days, plus another one 
for the approach march along the Soberbo 
riverbed . 
. In the same area, Wanderlei Stumpf, Ailton 

Lima and Carlos Alexandre Silva did an as yet 
unnamed route on Nariz da Freira, thus making 
the second overall ascent of this isolated 
mountain. At 22 111/5.6 and having a moss
covered chimney as its crux the route has, in 
itself, little interest; but besides providing a 
faster and less vegetated way of getting to the 
top of Nariz da Freira, it opened radical new 
P,Ossibilities for climbing in the Serra dos 
OrQaos range: the approach hike is a spectacu
la_r inroad _along th_e base~ of several imposing 
big walls like Porta1s de Hercules and Castelao. 

The North Face Route (62 Vlsup/5.10+) of 
Dedo de Deus is a varied route initiated a long 
time ago by a party of three, abandoned for 
several years and now finally concluded by 
Mota and Arnaud. 

Tartari and Mozart Hastenreiter climbed a 
short hand-jamming crack on Pedra da 
Tartaruga which they called Passarinho (VI/ 
5.10) . This small outcrop is situated outside but 
not far from the National Park's boundaries. 

Friburgo 
At the Salinas Valley, S6/idas llus6es (52 
V/5.9), by Ramo~ and Carlo~ Ri'.Jeiro, is a long 
face and crack line to the nghr of the classic 
North Face Route. Having made good use of 
se".'eral vegetation ledges on their way up, the 
pair needed to fix only one bolt for protection ,. 
the rest being solely on nuts and friends. 

Mario Arnaud W Vsup A-1 /5.9 A-1), on 
Morro dos Cabritos, a majestic peak at the 
nearby Frades Valley, is a route put up in very 
Pf:)Or style, as usual, by Oswaldo Pereirc1 and 
friends. Indeed, it sports many of the worst 
features whi~h h~rassed Brazilian climbing in 
the past and imprisoned it in mediocrity for so 
many years ~ bolt-ladders to overcome slightly 
har<;Jer sections, excessive bolting for pro
~ectI~n,. one's friends names providing 
inspIratIon for naming new routes etc .. It's a 
pity that the very first climb on such a wonder
ful mountain is called something like Mario 
Arnaud. 

Buzios 
It is almost unbelievable that the Buzios sea-
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cliffs, on the Northern coast of the State, had 
to wait until 1988 to receive their first line -
Kaya no Mar(V/5.9), on Olho de Boi Beach, by 
Luciano Peres and Jose Portela, a steep one 
~itch edging climb. Now that the spell has 
finally been broken, it is certain that we will 
hear frequent interesting news from those 
idyllic sites in the future. 

ltacoatiara 
Zezao (32 IVsup/5.8), on Agulha Guarischi , is a 
bolt-protected face route that finishes on the 
Northwest Face Route; the work of Jose 
Augusto Mattos and Rainildo Silva. 

MINAS GERAIS STATE 
Serra do Cipo 
The marble formations of Morro da Pedreira 
situated close to the Serra do Cip6 Nationai 
Park (but unfortunately not included within its 
limits, thus posing an objective threat to 
them) are quickly becoming one of the most 
celebrated climbing areas in Brazil. How 
could it be otherwise? Superb limestone 
crags of that size, easy to reach and sur
rounded by so many other natural attractions 
- beautiful waterfalls, richly decorated caves, 
great hikes and traverses to be done - create 
together an irresistible cocktail of pleasure for 
climbers and other outdoor people alike. 

Four distinct outcrops, or 'groups' as they 
are currently designated, comprise what is 
generically known as Morro da Pedreira, each 
one displaying its own specific features and 
an enormous potential for superb new routes 
at all levels of difficulty. During a recent visit 
to the area, Andre llha and Andre Jack dis
covered a number of excellent climbs on 
three of these groups, further stimulating the 
already high interest in the area. These first 
ascents followed, without exception, obvious 
crack or groove systems where clean protec
tion could be rapidly employed . Even so, 
dozens, maybe hundreds of similar routes 
still await to be climbed . However, it is on the 
vast blank sections between them, virtually 
untouched 'til now, that possibilities for great 
new routes exist on an enormous scale. 

On the steep righthand side wall of the well
defined canyon that leads to the entrances of 
the two best known caves of Serra do Cip6, 
' Pierre Martin' and 'Papagaio', llha and Jack 
have put up five routes. From left to right they 
were: Momentos de Decisao (Vlsup/5.10) , 
one pitc~ ?f face and crack climbing sporting 
a bold in1t1al run-out before reaching the 
"T:han _k-God protection of a tied-off horn ; 
Arvore da Sabedoria (32 IVsup/5.8), an exotic 
chimney climb where the rock once available 
on both sides had to be disputed with the 
vigorous roots and trunk of an imposing tree 
growing half-way up; Sonata de Outono (42 
Vll /5.11-), a varied climb whose fine crux 
sequence set up new standards of difficulty in 
the area; Koyaanisqatsi (32 Vl/5.1 Ob), basi-

cally an.other chimney climb but presenting 
an edging crux and devoid of restricting 
trees; and A Marca da Pantera (Vlsup/5.10), 
one long and varied pitch considerably far 
from the previous routes, that was climbed 
llha only. 

It was on the third group though that the 
pair concentrated their attention. There 
besides doing several one pitch easy chimney~ 
like Jago Rapido (11 /5.4), Mare Mansa (llsup/ 
5.5), Rosa-Cha and Flor dos Tr6picos (both Ill/ 
5.6), they found the spectacular Universos 
Paralelos W Vll/5.11-), a route which starts by 
a short roof sequence under a huge block 
jammed in a wide groove; after that, a long 
bu_t muc~ easier pitch provides exhilarating 
ch1mney_ing moves _at first, then jamming, 
lay-backing and, finally, edging on the 
knurled crest (so typical of the marble there) 
that leads to the top of the wall. 

Still in the third group they climbed Kama
Sutra (IVsup/5.7), a nice hand-jamming crack 
topped by a thick root-wig which posed some 
exit problems; Taj-Mahal (IVsup/5.7), a 
superb, right-leaning , arching crack, pre
dominantely wide and Danr;a da Lua (V/5.9), 
an exposed climb offering varied face and 
crack moves on dubious rock. 

Some of the best routes established by llha 
and Jack during their trip lie in the fourth 
group, however. Vit6ria-Regia (32 lllsup/5.7) 
and Um Toque de Classe (42 V/5.9), for 
instance, which are three-pitch long parallel 
lines, enjoyable face and especially crack 
moves. 0 Fio da Nava/ha (32 lllsup/5.7), of 
similar quality, presents an extra point of 
interest as it ends on the top of a previously 
unclimbed spire, which they christened Ponta 
do Gaviao. Ponta dos Ventos was another 
virgin spire before Tune! dos Ventas (32 
IVsup/5.8) had been done, a half chimney -
half edging climb. Finally, on Ponta das 
Abel has, they also achieved the first ascent of 
Zig-Zag (Vl/5.10), a varied line whose itinerary 
is accurately described by its name, and that 
can certainly be counted among the most 
worthwhile routes in the region. 

llha and Jack have also climbed the large 
and obvious chimney immediately left of the 
78m high Veu da Noiva Waterfall (C'Veu da 
Noiva' means, as probably expected, 'Bridal 
Veil' - the same lack of imagination 
everywhere!), taking advantage of a long 
winter drought. Presenr;a Sinistra (52 V/5.9 
1 pt), as it was called, offers all sorts of free 
moves on its 100 meters or so of quartzite 
climbing, but an aid point was used on the 
~pper half to facilitate finishing by daylight as 
It was already too late. Although quartzite is 
by far the predominant type of rock in the 
Serra do Cip6 range, the distance from the 
road of Jh_e be~t outcrops explains why Pre
senr;a Sm,stra Is the very first climb there. 

A few other easy routes have been found 



recently on Morro da Pedreira by other 
people: to the right of Sancho Panr;a, on the 
first group, Antonio Magalhiies and 
Guilherme Gouveia put up Viuva Negra (Ill/ 
5.6), Cactus Kid (IV/5.8) and Cervantes (11 /5.4), 
while Julio Cardoso and Guilherme Koeppel 
did Rafzes (111/5.6) between Kama-Sutra and 
Mare Mansa on the third group, and Calango 
Doido (32 111/5.6) on the fourth group, to the 
left of Um Toque de Classe. 

Apart from one bolt on Presenr;a Sinistra, 
all of the abovementioned routes were com
pletely 'clean' -protected. 

Serra do Lenheiro 
As time passes Serra do Lenheiro becomes a 
more and more popular climbing area in 
Central Minas Gerais due to the quality of its 
routes combined with the easy access from 
the historical town of Siio Joiio del Rei. Most 
people go just to repeat the existing lines, but 
others prefer to put up some oftheir own, like 
Portal do Delfrio (IV/5.8) and Variante do Por
tal (Vlsup/5.10+ ), by Farias, Chiarelli, Caliano 
and Koeppel at the Dois Dedos group. The 
second route is an exposed variation start to 
the former, and was done on the same day. 

Running diagonally leftwards and crossing 
Portal do Delfrio half-way up there is also 
CHR2, done by a party of local climbers (no 
further details available yet), while Erva do 
Diabo (IVsup/5.8), to their right, is an interest
ing face and crack climb created by Chiarelli 
and Camara. 

Pobres Diabos (111 /5.6), by Chiarelli and 
Francisco de Assis, takes a thin crack 
immediately left of Jufzo Final, and Minas-Rio 
(IV/5.7) on the Middle Spire, is a nice pitch 
which smartly avoids the desperate initial 
finger crack by means of wide stemming 
moves, the authors being Carlos Trindade 
and Jose Ronalda. Finally, on the Upper 
Spire, 0 Retorno dos Malditos (IV/5.8) is a 
short variation to Panico na Colmeia, done by 
Moraes and Jose Garrido. 

Ouro Preto 
Pico do ltacolomi is a prominent spire which 
dominates a quartzite formation near the 
historical town of Ouro Preto. Although it has 
always been a traditional postcard shot at the 
city, it has never received due attention, but 
recent visits paid by climbers from Rio and 
Belo Horizonte, capital city of the State, have 
drastically altered this situation, revealing an 
extraordinary potential for new routes far 
superior to that observed before in Serra do 
Lenheiro, for example. The climbs listed 
below, the first modern ones to be done in the 
ltacolomi group, should be seen as a mere 
aperitif for the sumptuous banquet which will 
ensue. 

The best route yet achieved there is the 
spectacular Fragmentos de 1/usao (42 Vl/5.10) 
on the Torre da Verruga by Vidon, Jack, 
Caliano and Camara. A perfect hand-jamming 
crack and face above is a must for any future 
visitor. 

Vidon, Caliano and Claudio bagged 
another beautiful virgin summit when they 
climbed Torre Vermelha via £/o Perdido (42 VI 
A-1 /5.10 A-1), a very exposed edging climb 
which still awaits its first free ascent. 

PARANA STATE 
Serra do Marumbi 
Chief mountain range in this Southern State, 
Serro do Marumbi received several new 
routes, most of which are on the Abrolhos 
Peak. Cristal Negro (62 Vll/5.11-), for example, 
is a three-pitch friction and edging climb estab
lished by an army of climbers. Morcego (Vll
sup/5.11) is a sustained 25 meter face problem 
put up by Julio Nogueira, Antonio Carlos 
Moreira, Jose Luiz Hartmann, Ronalda Franzen 
and Francisco Cruz - five meters per climber! 
Still on the Abrolhos we have Maria Buana 
(32 Vl/5.10) and Chapao (72 Vlll/5.11+ ), both by 
Hartmann and Nogueira. 

On the Esfinge Peak, Edson Struminski and 
friends found a long and varied climb named 
Caror;o (6~ VII A-2/5. 11 A-2). 

Terror do Parafso (72 VII A-3/5.11 A-3) is a 
400 meter long route put up by Antonio Car
los Meyer and Milton Pitter on Torre dos 
Sinos. Its free crux is reported to be a 
demanding jamming crack. 

Andre /Iha on A Aresta (Vll/5. 11 alb), Pedra do Urubi, Rio da Janeiro City. Photo: Renato Souto. 

Anhangava 
The closest rock available for Curitiba's 
climbers (Curitiba is the capital city of the 
Parana State) lies in the training site known as 
Anhangava, actually a bunch of huge boulders 
scattered at the top of a bulky elevation. 

Many hard top-rope problems have been 
done there by various people, like Pedra dos 
Incas, Cavernao, Caverninha, Suco de 
Laranja, Super-Fiasco, Kaya and Kavinha, all 
in the 5.11 range. However, several short 
leads have been also found, including A 
Bunda (Vlsup/5.10) by Dalio Zippin and 
Tiaraju Fialho, a dolorous hand-jamming 
crack; Setimo Dia (Vsup/5.10-), by the same 
party; Monica Total (V1 /5.10), a face line '.'."ith 
a bold friction exit, the work of Ivan Verissimo 
and friends; Maria Fumar;a (Vlsup/5.10+), by 
Verissimo and Struminski; Sete Ouedas (Vll
sup/5.11 ), the hardest of them all, by 
Hartmann, Verissimo, Franzen and Andre 
Lima; Saide Baixo, Professor (both Vl/5.10) 
and Parece Mas Nao E (IV/5.8), by many dif
ferent climbers. 

llha do Mel 
llha do Mel ('Honey Island') is an idyllic islet 
situated close to the Parana coast. It exhibits 
wonderful beaches with few people walking 
around, steep sea-cliffs and, above all, a multi
tude of boulders of all sizes and shapes. 

Many of the established lines have only 
been top-roped, like the fierce Porco Metaleiro 
(Vllsup/5.11), a face problem done by 
Alexandre Portela, and Porcos com Asas (VII/ 
5.11 ), a crack sequence first climbed by 
Zippin, Fialho and Verissimo. 

Among the routes already led, Fada 
Madrinha (Vll/5.11 ), by Portela, stands out; it 
takes a 30 meter high overhanging face 
straight above the sea, and was entirely pro
tected by Friends. Other face routes include 
AP I and AP II (both 111/5.6), by Meyer; Curup
ira (Vl/5.10), by Alexandre Mazzacaro and 
friends; and Poltergeist (Vl/5.10), by a large 
party. 

Apart from these, three fine cracks have 
been ascended there: Come-Ouieto (Vll/5.10), 
by Portela, Meyer and Zippin; lnvernal (VII/ 
5.10), by Zippin and Verissimo; and Lucio 
Flavia (Vl/5.10-), by the same pair. 

BAHIA STATE 
Chapada Diamantina National Park 
During a visit paid to this ample but distant 
quartzite massif in Central Bahia, Dalton 
Chiarelli and Pedro Caliano pioneered the 
first rock climb ever accomplished in the 
State - Crepusculo dos Ventas W V/5.9), on 
Morro do Pai Inacio. The route is steep and 
exposed, but plenty of holds and cracks pro
vide for a reasonable grade. 

Chiarelli, Caliano and a few other climbers 
from Rio de Janeiro who have recently travel
led there are unanimous in saying that the 
long quartzite cliffs of the Chapada Diamantina 
- some nearly as high as 300 meters - are one 
of the most promising areas they have ever 
seen or heard of in Brazil. According to them, 
there are dozens of such cliffs within the vast 
perimeter of the Park, each one holding the 
promise of hundreds of high-quality new 
routes at all levels of difficulty. 
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BOOKS 

At the Sharp End 
by Paul Nunn 
Unwin Hyman £14.95 
In a snow cave at the Lho La, yet 
another wind-blasted Everest 
winter night began to draw in. Aid 
Burgess, Brian Hall and I had little 
to do but brew up, drowse and 
wait for dawn. The wind blasted 
the cave entrance in waves, like 
mortar shock in a trench, but little 
of the tumult outside entered as 
long as the hole between our cave 
and that of our neighbours at 
Number 2 Ridge View remained 
blocked. 

A sudden rush of snow and icy 
air announced that we had a 
visitor from Number 2. Just as we 
raised our voices in unison to 
protest the intrusion, a huge mitt 
appeared through the hole 
proffering a bottle of Scotch. Paul 
Nunn's massive, smiling face 
followed. 

'Happy New Year.' 
Only Paul had remembered. I 

took a short swig, passed it on and 
when it returned, took a much 
longer pull as the conversation 
began to flow. 

Paul Nun n's collection of his 
writing is much like this short 
reminiscence. It provides many 
unexpected moments, reminds 
you throughout that the rewards 
of climbing are hard won, that 
they often come despite tragedy, 
but above all, that each venture 
into the hills is totally 
unpredictable from beginning to 
end. 

Through the writing, the many 
sides of Nunn's involvement with 
mountains and mountaineering 
emerge, perhaps most noticeably 
his roles as activist, catalyst and 
analyst for three decades of 
mountaineering. Thus, if you 
were to look for any pattern in the 
way the collection is assembled, 
it appears as the balance between 
tales of hard climbing and the 
personalities that go with it, 
adventures of discovery both at 
home and abroad and thought
provoking book reviews and 
essays. 

The book can be opened 
anywhere, and either a short or a 
long swig taken. Most of the 
writing is historical, i.e. . 
republished without change from 
a wide variety of sources, but 
perhaps with Mountain and the 
SUMC Journal most in evidence. 
Memories of climbing with 
minimal protection and a general 
lack of sophistication, both in gear 
and in attitude, will have those 
who were out and about in the 
sixties recalling that it really was 
like that. There is no room for 
romantic recollection in Nun n's 
writing, but there is a certain 
romantic hardiness in.the manner 
in which the era and its characters 
are portrayed. 

For example, referring to the 
Street brothers and their role in 
the Cioch Club; 'Their forceful 
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personalities made them 
prominent in the group, Jim 
Street being a formidable 
deterrent to all but the most drunk 
on a Saturday night, and his 
younger brother Jack excelling 
on rock.' 

The perfect combination for the 
era. 

'The Cioch Club were an 
extremely competitive group, 
both internally and externally. 
They subjected unfortunate 
'outsiders' to a psychological 
onslaught even more raucous 
than that of either the local crows 
or the Sassenach-baiters of 
Glencoe.' 

Almost all the active players 
major and minor, in British 
mountaineering in the '60s, '70s 
and '80s appear in the book. For 
the most part, they enter and exit 
as friends well known. The 
uninitiated do not get much in the 
way of character analysis or 
biography. It is perhaps a criticism 
to say that at times the writing is 
codified, that people and places 
are all on first name terms. Thus, 
at times, it is difficult to work out 
where the climbing is taking place 
and who the characters are. That 
is because at the time of writing, 
everybody knew who and where. 
If time has clouded some of the 
importance and prominence of 
the events, does it matter? 

There are several outstanding 
pieces of writing that will remain 
classics of their type, Among my 
favourites are Dream of Ushba, 
and the reviews K2-The Savaged 
Authors and Conquistadors of the 
Useless. With these latter two 
essays, full of hard-nosed 
evaulation of climbing behaviour 
and motivation, Nunn concludes 
his book. If Nunn is making a 
definitive statement, then these 
two read together are it. They 
reflect in modern terms what has 
been a consistent viewpoint 
throughout his life. 

As Al Rouse once said, 'When I 
started climbing, there was this 
ancient guy called Paul Nunn who 
had done an incredible amount of 
climbing and writing. I was 
amazed when I discovered he was 
only three years older than me.' 
Paul Nunn remains the active 
ancient at the heart of British 
climbing. 
John Porter 

On the Big Hill 
Granada TV Series 
On the Big Hill - A Non-Climber's 
Everest 
by Mark Anderson 
Faber and Faber £12.95 
Marl< Anderson was the director 
of the six part series recently 

Nunn's Story 
Curran Pans Everest TV Series 
Important Desert Rock Guide 

networked by ITV in the UK, and 
this is his first book. He has the 
unique distinction therefore of 
producing almost simultaneously 
both the worst book and film I 
have ever seen or read about 
Mount Everest. This is not a rash 
statement. I have endured quite a 
few that were almost as bad, and 
must confess at the outset that I 
was also involved in the 
production of a documentary for 
HTV about the 1988 attempt on 
the NE Ridge that must run 
Granada a pretty close second. 
however HTV's saving grace was 
that they confined themselves to 
only one programme, which so 
far I have only seen in Welsh(!) 
and therefore cannot comment 
on the depths of tedium to which I 
suspect it may sink. 

The interminable Granada 
series (it takes 2 whole 
programmes to even get to Base 
Camp) follows the fortunes of the 
Combined Services Expedition to 
the West Ridge of Everest. Here, 
despite a plethora of fixed rope, 
oxygen, Sherpas and countless 
officers and men they managed 
to snatch defeat from the jaws of 
victory, possibly because there 
was no room for them on the 
summit which was being tramped 
across by a small multitude of 
Japanese, Chinese and Nepalese 
at the same time. Despite the best 
efforts of Alan Evans, climbing 
footage is mysteriously absent. 
Instead we are treated to an 
interminable series of interviews 
with stiff upper lipped Ruperts 
(officers) whose humourless 
banalities I found both 
embarrassing and unenlightening. 
The unfortunate leader, Dougie 
Keelan, is singled out for special 
treatment and it is hard to believe 
he is not actually pretending to 
act the part of an upper class 
officer. The film reaches Monty 
Pythonesque heights in an 
exquisitely hilarious climax to 
Part Two when Giles in the 'Upper 
Class Officer Twit of the Year 
Competition' falls off a path and 
hurts himself. Only it's not meant 
to be funny. Or is it? The film 
portrays the services as macho 
bull-shitting gung ho 
incompetents which they may or 
may not be. The post production 
editing reveals an almost total 
lack of knowledge or interest in 
the North Side of Everest as a 
subject which could have been its 
saving grace. 

This is perhaps not surprising 
for the book reveals the same 
cavalier ignorance of almost 
seventy years of mountaineering 
history. Anderson even states 
early on that W.E. Bowman's 
classic humorous book is named 
after the Rum Doodle, a 
restaurant in Kathmandu, which 
is much the same as imagining 
that some old building in Agra is 
named after the Taj Mahal Indian 
takeaway in South Manchester. 

What seems desperately unfair 

is the way that Al Evans seems to 
have been written out of both the 
book and the film. Anderson 
claims rather brusquely at the end 
of the book that it was unfortunate 
that Al, the one experienced rock 
climber amongst the film team, 
was the only one who suffered 
from altitude. What he omits to 
explain is that he was also the 
only member of the film team 
who got high enough (25,000ft) to 
suffer, for the others, at the dizzy 
heights of Camp II were still in 
essence at the bottom of the 
mountain chain smoking in their 
collective neuroses to escape 
their inhospitable surroundings. 

The series was on at the same 
time as East Enders which means 
that few people saw it. The book 
may, I suppose, be bought by 
unwary aunts for nephews and 
nieces at Christmas. It doesn't 
deserve it and I hope that 
publishers may at last learn that 
merely having the word 'Everest' 
in the title doesn't justify the 
publication of such a third-rate 
pot boiler. 

Finally, in a year when two TV 
companies flashed out a lot of 
money on two big British Everest 
expeditions that failed, I find it 
more than ironic that the only 
British success of the year, by 
Stephen Venables, oxygen less, 
Alpine Style and by a new route 
and eventually solo, wasn't filmed 
at all! Roll on Stephen's book, 
however. Even if its printed back 
to front in Swahili it should rise 
head and shoulder over Mark 
Anderson's self-indulgent little 
ego trip. 
Jim Curran 

Trekking: Great Walks of the 
World 
by John Cleare 
Unwin Hyman £14.95 
It was not so long ago that 
trekking was something that 
exploratory mountaineers had to 
do in order to reach their 
objectives: the French trying to 
find Annapurna in 1950; Tilman 
and Houston exploring the 
southern approach to Mt. Everest 
in the same year. Not surprisingly, 
trekking itself would eventually 
become the goal for non-climbing 
travellers seeking their own 
adventure in the great ranges of 
the world. This happened in the 
late 1960s and it has grown 
considerably since then. 

Cleare presents thirteen treks in 
this collection, four written by 
himself and the remaining nine 
by various guest authors, all but 
one of them being professional 
travel writers. Cleare is eminently 
qualified to have written the entire 
collection (this being his eighth 
book) but when you consider t~e 
amount oftime and money 



required to collect all the 
necessary, up-to-date 
information for one destination, 
not to mention thirteen, it seems 
reasonable to have made the 
project a joint effort. 

Each chapter opens with a 
double-page colour photograph 
(with title) and the text that 
follows, which always includes a 
map, is amply illustrated by 
additional photographs (all 
photos in the book are colour) and 
occasional black & white 
drawings. Each chapter then 
concludes with a two page 'Fact 
Sheet', consisting of all the 
information needed for readers to 
organize their own trek: logistics, 
bibliography, maps, difficulty/ 
dangers, equipment, season/ 
weather, language problems, 
access/permits, etc. In some 
chapters, this section also 
includes a brief description of 
alternate trekking possibilities in 
the same general region. 

I was surprised to find that 
Cleare's introduction contains no 
discussion of how, or when, he 
decided to write this book, how 
he selected his co-authors, or 
what criteria he used in choosing 
the various treks. This always 
makes for interesting reading . We 
do find a definition for trekking on 
the inside flap of the dust jacket: 
'a long and difficult journey in 
remote country, usually on foot ... 
a journey off the beaten track that 
demands physical endeavour, 
that requires a feeling for new 
country, for unfamiliar places and 
people . . .' This also sounds 
reasonable. Judging by the book, 
other important criteria are: one, 
that there should be some unique, 
compelling, experience involved 
in the trek whether it be hiking 
among Himalayan peaks and 
villages, through a primaeval 
forest, or traversing a remote 
mountain range or coastline and 
two, that an average group of 
trekkers, with some vacation time, 
say three to five weeks, be able to 
organise and carry out the trek on 
their own. 

For the most part the selection 
succeeds. Cleare's four chapters, 
in particular, are first-rate treks : 
the Annapurna Circuit; to the 
source of the Ganges in the 
Garhwal Himalya, the Baltoro 
Glacier (perhaps the most 
beautiful of all the treks owing to 
the incredible mountain scenery 
of the Karakoram) and a circuit 
walk in the Ruwenzori Range of 
East Africa . South American treks 
include walking (and canoeing) 
the Darien Gap between Panama 
and Columbia (H i lary Bradt), a 
hike around the Paine Towers 
(Derek Walker) and a monumental 
traverse on foot, horseback, and 
occasionally by bus, from Cuzco 
to Cajamarca in northern Peru, 
trying to follow the Royal Road of 
the Incas (Christopher Portway) . I 
seriously question the inclusion 
ofthis itinerary (remarkable 
though it is) as it involves some 
1,000 miles of travel, requiring 
'full precautions against 
starvation and exposure,' and 
countless hours of querying 
locals (Quechua language facility 
helpful) just to locate the Royal 
Road. There is also the possibility 
of confrontation with Sendero 
Luminoso terrorists (Chairman 
Mao books and T shirts 
recommended, I suppose). I 
would choose any of the alternate 
treks before this one. Seriously 
though, the present unrest in Peru 

, is sufficiently intense that trekkers 
should definitely research the 
political situation there before 
leaving their home country. 

Other chapters include a 
traverse ofthe High Atlas range of 
Morocco (Matt Dickinson), the 
Pyrenees (Kev Reynolds), the 
Shipwreck Trail along the 
southwest coast of Vancouver 
Island (Pat Morrow), and the 
Pindos range in Northwestern 
Greece (Tim Salmon). The 
remaining chapters are a walk 
along the Routeburn Track in New 
Zealand (Colin Monteath) and a 
hike in Wyoming's Wind River 
Range (Alastair Scott). 

I found the writing a nice blend 
of historical information and 
description of scenes, events, 
people and feelings during the 
course of the trek. Authors, on 
those treks going through 
populated areas, wrote well of 
their encounters with local 
inhabitants, giving the reader a 
good feeling for the region being 
visited. The maps are excellent; I 
was amazed that nearly all the 
place names mentioned in the 
text appear in the maps. But a 
word of caution: someone forgot 
to proof the Annapurna map, so 
that the elevation of Annapurna I, 
for example, is shown correctly in 
feet, but metrically the height of 
Everest! : 26,545'/8848m. While 
on the subject of measurements, I 
present my one criticism of this 
book: every altitude, every 
distance, every temperature 
reading has been converted into 
its metric equivalent. There is 
simply no need for this disruptive 
insertion in the text. Surely the 
modern trekker can make these 
simple calculations. And another 
matter concerns accuracy, 
admittedly difficult to attain. In 
the Towers of Paine chapter (a 
favourite of mine), a few of the 
bridges and one of the cabins 
mentioned in the text no longer 
exist (one major bridge - the 
suspension bridge at Saito 
Grande - has been out for at least 
two years). I suspect that other 
material might be outdated. A 
good book overall, that should 
keep trekkers busy for a number 
of years. 
Allen Steck 

Desert Rock 
by Eric Bjornstad 
Chockstone Press 
Desert Rock is the first climbing 
guide to cover the entire Colorado 
Plateau in the American South 
West under one cover. This is 
incredible when you consider that 
climbers have been visiting the 
plateau since the late 1940s but 
maybe it isn't so surprising when 
you realize that this climbing area 
is about the size of Ireland. Before 
this guide the only way you could 
get route info for the desert spires 
and canyon walls was from a 
number of bootleg topos xeroxed 
from magazine articles or by word 
of mouth. This sketchy 
information and the desert's 
fierce reputation for extreme 
climbing in remote areas on 
dangerously soft rock succeeded 
in keeping masses away. The 
desert's spectacular 800 foot 
spires attracted only a small core 
of cl imbers willing to put up with 

the climbing extremes in the 
desert. This tide changed 
dramatically in the late seventies 
with the advent of 'Friends' and 
the rediscovery of Indian Creek 
Canyon, south of Moab, Utah. 
'Friends' opened up access to the 
Canyon's hundreds of perfect 
parallel two and three pitch 
cracks. The news of this 'crack 
heaven' (defined as: painless, 
well protected climbing on good 
rock) saw the number of climbers 
who visited the desert explode 
from a few dozen to thousands. 

Desert Rock guides climbers to 
hundreds of the choicest pickings 
on the Plateau. The guide is also 
an effort to preserve the fragile 
environment of the desert. Author 
Eric Bjornstad, who has climbed 
in the desert for over twenty 
years, succeeds in doing this in 
Desert Rock by providing details 
of established trails and roads to 
the desert climbs. Also his route 
topos and first ascent info inform 
climbers of established routes, 
thus avoiding further scarring of 
the soft sandstone by additional 
bolts and/or pins. The guide also 
preserves in print the daring 
exploits and thoughts of some of 
the desert pioneers. 

At 435 pages Desert Rock isn't a 
pocket guide, but not a page is 
wasted. In a lengthy introduction, 
Bjornstad gives a wealth of 
information about the high desert 
of the Plateau including geology, 
weather, history and the unique 
forces that have formed a small 
world of brilliant colour, 
thousands of spires and miles of 
canyons. Bjornstad goes a step 
further than most guide book 
writers by including in the intro, 
and throughout the book, 
historical anecdotes, photos, 
poems and quotes written by 
some of the many adventurers 
and climbers who have left their 
name in the history of the area. 
Contributors to the guide include: 
Harvey T. Carter, Layton Kor, 
Chuck Pratt, Mark Powell, Bill 
Forrest and many others. The 
historical accounts aren't the 
boring drivel you might hear in a 
college lecture hall. For instance 
there's the story of the miner who 
used a pen knife to cut off his 
mangled arm after it was pinned 
when the tractor he was driving 
rolled . After freeing himself he 
then crawled miles to reach help. 
They don't make them that tough 
these days! 

Several pages of the intro are 
devoted to the special climbing 
and safety skills that are 
necessary on the soft fragile 
sandstone that makes up the 
majority of the rock on the 
plateau. This section is written by 
an experienced standstone 
climber, Kyle Copeland. Kyle 
mentions many important points 
including how to check and place 
anchors and belays in what can 
vary from solid rock to something 
that resembles 'wet brown sugar' 
when it rain . His practical advice 
is neccessary reading if you want 
to insure a safe journey onto the 
desert routes. The introduction to 
the guide has something to say to 
both the neophyte and the 
experienced sandstone climber. 
_ In all the _gui~e covers eight 

different climbing regions on the 
plateau, which spreads across the 
corners of Utah, Arizona, New 
Mexico and Colorado. One 
chapter gives attention to some 
of the remote towers and routes 

not found in the other eight areas. 
While many of the formations the 
guide mentions are isolated, 
directions are still clear. The guide 
lists hundreds of routes and gives 
pitch for pitch details, topos and 
first ascent info if it's known. An 
index makes it all the easier to 
locate a particular route. 

Desert Rock will probably be 
the best source for climbing on 
the Plateau for some time to 
come. Bjornstad missed very little 
when he put this guide together. 
The stories and history 
throughout the book make for 
some of the best reading I have 
seen in a guide book. The 
directions are great, the use of 
maps makes the once impossible 
to find easy. My only gripe is I 
thought the route topos could 
have used more detail. If you've 
made plans to travel to the South 
West desert this should be the 
first book you buy. 
Bill Hatcher 

The Book of the Climbing Year 
Edited by Cameron McNeish 
Patrick Stephens £14.95 
This book is a compendium of 
essays and photos. Each month 
of the year is se"ln through the 
eyes of a different climber, who 
gives a personal view of a 
particular aspect of hills and the 
enjoyment to be gained through 
them. 

The twelve contributors 
describe their experiences in the 
world's spectacular climbing 
regions, from the Leeds 
University Wall and beyond 
(Dennis Gray) to winter climbing 
in the Rockies (Graham Truscott); 
from the challenge of the Munros 
(Hamish Brown) to Scottish 
winter climbing (Ken Crockett). 

The authors have done a 
serviceable job, with adequate 
(and sometimes excellent) photos 
and nice fresh writing. Of the 
essays I particularly enjoyed Rob 
Col lister's gripping times on the 
Chardon net (August) and Jill 
Lawrence's reminiscences of the 
New Hampshire granite of White 
Horse and Cathedral Ledges 
(September). 

While you expect a good read 
from the professional Perrin 
(moments on grit and the 
Grochan), works from a less 
prolific writer - like Lawrence -
make all the more impact when 
you come across them. 

If anything jarred it was the 
rather unfortunate juxtaposition 
of David Craig (Buttermere and 
various Needles) and Terry 
Gifford (Rhum and other days in 
Scotland) for June and July. Both 
these author-poets undoubtedly 
work hard for effect, but I found 
their style a bit too adjacent in a 
continuous wadge of 25 pages. 

Cameron McNeish is making 
Climber & Hillwalker into a 
periodical to be reckoned with . 
Might I suggest next time he edits 
an anthology he considers work 
from a regular contributor to a 
rival magazine. High magazine 
columnist Lee Adamson is one of 
the climbing finds of the decade. 
A writer with a deceptively simple 
style, he is surely a joy to read. He 
would not have been out of place 
in th is attractive book. 
Tony Greenbank 
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BMC, 
Crawford House, 
Precinct Centre, 
Booth Street East, 
Manchester Ml 3 9RZ BRITISH 

MOUNTAINEER/NG 
COUN[IL 

General Enquiries 
061-273 5835 
Insurance & International 
Reciprocal Rights 
061 -273 5163 
MLTB, Courses & Travel 
061-273 5839 

SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS -
INSURANCE (UK & Overseas) .RECIPROCAL RIGHTS CARD (£14 for Alpine Hut discount) 

CHEAP COACH TRAVEL (eg . Chamonix Return £81) . COURSES 

Associate Membership £6 .00 or £17.50 with monthly 'HIGH' magazine 

CADS&SLUGS 

The First Real 
Alternative 

Camming Devices 

NOW 
AVAILABLE 

Please &end for our 
Technical Camming Units 
fact sheets. 
Just Part of an Expanding 
range from: 

fa@es 
Old English Road, Matlock 
Derbyshire DE4 3L T 
Telex: 946240 CWEASY G 
quoting 19017280 · 

Ice Axes & Hammers, Vertige Modular Systems, 
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OUTDOOR PROTECTION 
SPECIALIST RETAILERS 

ACTION SPORTS 
CAMBRIDGE 
ALAN HOPKINS 
SELL Y OAK, BIRMINGHAM 
ALPINE CENTRE 
BLACKPOOL 
ALPINE SPORTS 
MANCHESTER 
STRAND, LONDON 
,KENSINGTON, LONDON 
BASE CAMP 
LITTLEHAMPTON 
BILL MARSHALL 
ABERDEEN 
BRAMAC OUTDOOR 
SPEOALISTS 
DUBLIN 
CAPRICORN 
MOUNTAINEERING 
SHIPLEY 
CENTRESPORT 
LEEDS 
CLIMBER & RAMBLER 
BElWSYCOED 
CLIMBERS SHOP 
AMBLESIDE 
COTSWOLD CAMPING 
SOUTH CERNEY 
READING 
SHEPHERD'S BUSH, 
LONDON 
DERBY MOUNTAIN 
CENTRE 
DERBY 
DONCASTER 

FELL&CRAG 
SOUTHPORT 
FOUR SEASONS 
BARNARD CASTLE 
GLAOER SPORT 
PRESTON 
HILL TREKKER 
NEWCASTLE, CO. DOWN 
HITCH 'N HIKE 
HOPE VALLEY (PEAK 
DISTRICT) 
JOE BROWN 
LLANBERIS 
CAPELCURJG 
JO ROYLE 
BUXTON 
HANLEY 
LD MOUNTAIN CENTRE 
NEWCASTLE 
MOUNTAIN TRADING CO. 
BRJSTOL 
NEVISPORT 
EDINBURGH 
GLASGOW 
FORT WILLIAM 
NICK ESTCOURT 
ALTRJNCHAM 
OPEN SPACES 
BRJGHTON 
OUT&ABOUT 
HEREFORD 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE 
PETERBOROUGH 
OUTDOOR 
PROFESSIONAL EQPT. 

SUPPLIES 
STONE (STAFFS) 
OUTSIDE 
HATHERSAGE 
PADARN SPORTS 
LLANBERJS 
PAUL BRAITHWAITE 
OLDHAM 
WARRJNGTON 
PEAK GEAR 
GLOSSOP 
ROCK BARN 
CAMDEN, LONDON 
ROCK&RUN 
AMBLESIDE 
SHEFFIELD 
ROGER TURNER 
NOTTINGHAM 
LEICESTER 
SNOW&ROCK 
KENSINGTON, LONDON 
HOLBORN, LONDON 
BIRMINGHAM 
SUMMITREKS 
CONISTON 
SURF&SKI 
BRJGHTON 
REIGATE 
WILDERNESS WAYS 
CHESTERFIELD 
HARROGATE 
LEEDS 
MIDDLESBOROUGH 
NEWCASTLE 
YORK 
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THREE INDEPENDENT COMPANIES 
ONE OBJECTIVE - EXCELLENCE 

Climbing Safety Helmets, Ice Axes 

K2 -~!t!~~u!p?in Mt. McKinley • Alaska 
(907) 733-2291 • Early booking discount 

• Climber bun k house Box 290M, Talkeetna, AK 99676 
• We take your cl imb seri ously 

SA VE MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U.K. stockists of specialist top quality materials and 

MONEY accessories. Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 
Trade and retail. SAE. catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor Holmbridge, Huddersfield, W. Yorks. 0484 - 684302 

Complete set of Mountain 1 - 119, professionally bound 
with full indexes. Offers invited. Please contact Box No. M51, 
c/o Mountain Magazine, P.O. Box 184, Sheffield S71 DX, U.K. 

CLIMB IN NEPAL 
ISLAND PEAK (20,304 ft.) CHULU EAST (20,321 ft,) 

Both led by experienced western mountaineers. 
Also wide range of trekking holidays-Classic treks (Everest/Annapurna) and off the beaten 

track (Rolwaling/Langtang), from 18-36 days. 
Fora brochure contact · CLASSIC NEPAL LTD. (Ml, 33 Metro Avenue, Newton, Derbyshire, 

DESS SUF. (0773) 873497 (24 hrs) 
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Ka.rrimor S.A. - the 0 1J ~ Back System that 
_gives Continuous ~namic Adjustment 

Karrimor has dedicated two decades to the technology of load-carrying in outdoor pursuits. 
With thorough understanding of usage and the underlying human physioiogy, 

this new scientific approach has brought a level of performance and safety, 
proven in leading international expeditions, and exemplified in the S.A. Back System ... 

S.A. - A BREAKTHROUGH IN COMFORT AND SAFETY 

T he first principle of the S.A. Back System is the 
maintenance of proper spinal posture ... 

This is achieved by application of the load 
through a hip belt, parallel aluminium bars and a lumbar 
support pad. The hip belt transfers load to the crest of the 
pelvic bones - an area well-suited to load-bearing, and one 
which lends stability to the load. 

Starting behind this belt and the fixed lumbar 
support pad, are the parallel aluminium bars. 
The aluminium bars, which can be shaped to fit 
the exact spinal curvature of the wearer 
(see fig. 1), form the basis of the load support 

system of the rucsac and apply pressure to the 
lumbar pad. This is positioned strategically in, 

the small of the back, and effectively uses the 

CONTINUOUS DYNAMIC ADJUSTMENT FOR POSITIVE 
PREVENTION OF OVERLOAD, STRAIN & FATIGUE 

F irst, the complex muscles of the shoulder control not 
only the shoulder itself, but also the neck, the head, 
the torso and the upper arm. In physical exertion 

these muscles are subject to continuous strain, and muscles 
under strain cannot take the compression of a load. 

Secondly, the top of the shoulder carries blood vessels, 
nerves and the tendons which lead into the upper arm, 
and these too are adversely affected by compressive load. 

No wonder that application of a load to the shoulder 
results in the well-known symptoms of tenderness, 
pain and fatigue. 

It follows that if such compression can be avoided so can 
the unpleasant effects, and the S.A. Back System achieves 
this through Continuous Dynamic Adjustment...CDA. 

weight of the sac to maintain the 
concave profile of the lower spine. 

.-~..,,,.. ..... ~ One area of the 

Unlike other back systems, 
S.A. has this pad in a fixed position 
relative to the hip belt and sac. Since it 
cannot be adjusted it cannot be set in the 
wrong position and therefore minimises 
the risk of spinal injury. 

It also means that adjustment for 
differing back lengths has to be made at 
the top of the sac ... and the S.A. Back 
System uses this requirement to quite 
outstanding advantage. 

With most of the load taken on the 
pelvis, the rest must be distributed around 
the upper half of the body. Ordinary rucsacs apply such 
load generally around the shoulder - an ·area of the body 
quite unsuited to load bearing. There are two good 
physiological reasons for this ... * 

EQUI PMENTftADVENTU RE 

body which can 
comfortably take 
load is the scapula, 
or shoulder blade, 
and S.A.applies load 
here through two 
distinct pads, 
which can be raised 
or lowered along the 
aluminium bars. These pads not only match 
the profile of the scapulae, but also take force 
away from the upper spine allowing it to 
adopt its naturally convex profile. 
The diagram shows how the pads also create 

a ventilation channel across the hottest part of the back. 
These scapular pads are each connected to the harness 

which leads over the shoulders to apply load to the front of 
the body where it can be comfortably accepted. 

Since 1958 Karrimor has supplied equipment to most leading International Expeditions, 
including many successful ascents of Everest, and the first Winter K2 Expedition. 
Karrimor products are now available in over 20 countries worldwide. 

Karrimor International Ltd., 
A venue Parade, Accrington, Lancashire BBS 6PR. 

These product's are protected by one or several of the following British, European or 
International Patents and/ or Registered Designs: 

No: 2185060 86-19473 26723/84 2182552 853/ 84 841504 
2185061 86-306181.8 1984-77455 85-27692 84-302411.8 1035407 

THE NEED FOR ADJUSTMENT 'ON THE MOVE' 

B ecause the load is evenly distributed between 
the harness and scapular pads, it is possible to 
'shift' that load from front to back at will, 

and the S.A. System takes full advantage with its unique 
'pressure relief' straps. 

Fig. 2 

Looking at the diagram, (fig. 2) you 
will see how S.A. has two of these 

straps running from the top of the harness 
to the top of the sac. These are 

specially arranged so the forces 
pull upwards from the harness, 
lifting the load off the shoulder. 

Indeed, when the S.A. System is 
finely adjusted, there is 

practically no contact at 
all between the harness and 

the sensitive shoulder area. 
These 'balancing' straps (see fig. 3) take 
very little load and are ther~fore easily 
adjusted, and this, together with an 
ingeniously-designed strap and buckle 
system on the scapular pads, allows for 
Continuous Dynamic Adjustment Fig. 3 

'on the move'. 
At any time, when a part of the body begins to show the 

strain, a light tug at the adjusting straps simply shifts the 
load, bringing immediate relief. 

CDA also accommodates the 
different loading requirements 
of ascent and descent. 

When ascending the wearer 
can let the sac 'ease away' 
transferring the bulk of the load 
to 'the hips, and increasing the 
ventilation to the back. 
In descent the wearer 'pulls' 
the load closer to the body giving 
extra load stability and greater 
freedom of movement to the hips. (see fig. 4) 

Note that all this takes place without any 
Fig. 4 

The S.A. Back System is available . 
on a choice of Karrimor Rucsacs to 
suit every user - from PANTHER E 
at £60, through JAGUARS and E, 
to the impressive CONDOR from 
£125 to around £160. 
Get the details from your 
mountain equipment specialist, 
or write for your copy of 
The Karrimor 1989 Rucsac Guide. 

1 Lumbar Pad 
2 Hipbelt 

C'.) 3 Harness 

I ~ ! f i~~i~u~:t::~;p ; "' 
':() 7 Harness Adjuster ; 

Strap ; 
; 

; 
; ; Please send 

; me further 
~ ; information on 

- ; Karrimor products. 
; O ; ; Tick box required 

~ D Clothing D Rucsacs ; 
~~ O Slttping Bags O Cyde l!ags 

; , D S.A. Educational Instruction Sheet 

;; Name ............ .................. ... .. .... .... ..... .... ...... .......... .. .......... . . 

; Address ............ ............................................................................ . 
; 

; ····················································· ····························································· 

change in the position of the lumbar pad and without 
any lowering of the load where it might interfere with 
freedom of leg movement or the buttocks. ;; ...... .... ........ ..... ........ .. .................... ... ... ..... .... Post Code ..... ........................... .. 

Correct spinal suppo~ and the ability to adjust the 
harness and re-direct load to different parts of the 
body whilst on the move are just two of the features 
Which set Karrimor and the S.A. Back System apart 
from any other rucsac harness system in the world. 

; Karrimor International Limifed, Avenue Parade, Accrington, Lancashire BBS 6PR. 

; (MSAD3) ~----------------------J • In response to popular request we have produced an educational sheet giving a fuller 
explanation of the physiological principles involved in the S.A. System. 
If you would like a copy please complete the attached coupon. 







SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Braddon 
Mountain Designs, 
7 Lonsdale Street, 2601. 
Tel. (062) 267.488 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St., 
Braddon, 2601. 
Tel. (062) 573.883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Katoomba 
Paddy Pall in 
166 Katoomba St., 2780. 
Tel. (047) 822.014 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
527 Kingsway, 2228. 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
494 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 267.8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pall in 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment), 
327 Sussex St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
76 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. (07) 839 6609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs 
99 Albert Street, 4000. 
Tel. (07) 211 .6756 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd., 
Sherwood 4075 
Tel. (07) 379.5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Mountain Designs 
185 Pulteney Street, 5000. 
Tel. (08) 232.0690 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pall in 
40 Waymouth St., 5000 
Tel. (08) 212.7857 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin, 
74-78 Elizabeth St., 7000. 
Tel. (002) 310.777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin, 
59 Brisbane St., 7250. 
Tel. (003) 314.240 (C) 

Victoria: Box Hill 
Paddy Pall in 
8 Market St., 3128 
Tel. (03) 898.8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
401 Riversdale Rd., 3123 
Tel. (03) 882.7229 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports 

Pty. Ltd. 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Mountain Designs 
377 Little Bourke Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67.8238 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin 
360 Little Bourke St., 
3000. 
Tel. (03) 670.4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia: Perth 
Mountain Designs 
862 Hay St., 6000. 
Tel. (09) 322 4774 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pall in, 
Shop 1, 
105 Lord St., 6000 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Alp Sports Auckland Ltd. 
D.F.C. House 
Corner Queen & Rutland Sts. 
Tel. 09.394615 (C) (M) 

Auckland 
Bivouac 
5 Fort Street 
Tel. (09) 366.1966 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Ltd. 
235 High Street. 
Tel. 67.148/61.048 (C) (M) (S) 

Christchurch 
Bivouac 
Cnr. Cashel St & Oxford Terrace 
Tel. (03) 663.197 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd. 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 0064.03.666.211 (C) (M) 

Dunedin 
Alp Sports Dunedin 
293 George Street, City 
Tel. 024.776681 

Hamilton 
Alp Sports Hamilton 
Cnr. Bryce & Victoria St. 
Tel. 071.394.206 

Nelson 
Alp Sports Nelson 
123 Bridge St. 
Tel. 054.68536 (C) (M) 

Queenstown 
Alp Sports Queenstown 
Shotover St. 
Tel. 0294.27099 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Alp Sports Wellington Ltd., 
Public Trust Office, 
125 Lambton Quay. 
Tel. 04.720.673 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Bivouac 
16TheTerrace 
Kelvin Chambers 
Tel. (04) 732.587 

BELGIUM 
Leuven - Hasselt 
Kariboe 
Naamse Steenweg 86 
B-3030 
Tel. 32/16- 23.07.72 
Fax. 32/16 - 20.54.46 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
112 11th Avenue. S.W. T2G 0X5 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave., V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies, 
P.O. Box 848, 
109 Thomas St., 
L6J 5C5 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
35 Front Street East, M4E 1 B3 
Tel. (416) 363.0122 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K2H9 
Tel. 524.1106 

GERMANY 
Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Send linger Str.85, P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Everest Sports Ltd., 
Mezz. Floor, 83 Sai Yee St., 
Mongkok, 
Kowloon 
Tel.3-914019 
Telex. 71666 HKTEL HX attn: 

zcv 1137894326 
Fax. 3-900024 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment 
& Services 

172 Tung Lo Wan Road, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Causeway Bay. 
Tel. 5-669313/5-669331 
Telex. 71947 HYBME HX 
Telefax. 852-5-8068287 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre, 

1 /F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon. 
Tel. 3-848190 
Telex. 33552 MTCTR 
Telefax. 852-3-770711 0 

Mountain Services lnt'I, 
Head Office (Export & Import), 
102, 1/F, 
32-34 Morrison Hill Rd., 
Wanchai. 
Tel. 5-733313 
Telex. 65205 MTSEV HX 
Fax. 5-8380894 

Mountain Services lnt'I Ltd., 
Retail Shop, 
M/F., 56 Morrison Hill Road, 
Wanchai, Hong Kong. 
Tel. 5-733329 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport, 
Val Masino, 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

NETHERLANDS 
Amsterdam 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Marnixstraat 2, 
1015XH 
Tel. 020-24.36.52 

Maastricht 
Oemmenie Sport BV 
Heugemerweg 4, 6221 GJ 
Tel. 043-21.71.48 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061.928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, 
Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 05394.32297 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd. 
9/10 Grampian Road, 
PH22 1RH 
Tel. 0479.810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
14-16 Priory House, 
Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 236 8280 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill 
Queensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bolton 
Haute Montagne Ltd. 
10 Manor Street 
Tel. 0204.386251 



Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 02?3 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street (corner of 
Church Street), BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd. 
5 Welsh Back, 
BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Bristol 
Taunton Leisure 
72 Bedminster Parade 
BS3 4HL 
Tel. 0272.637640 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd., 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Cardiff 
Up and Under Outdoor Gear, 
148 Ninian Park Road. 
Tel. 0222.390531 

Carlisle 
Dennis English, 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Cheltenham 
Backpacker Systems 
44 Winchcombe St. 
(Opp. The Odeon) 
GL52 2ND 
Tel. 0242.42200 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Chesterfield 
Wilderness Ways 
26/28 Park Rd ., 
S40 1XZ. 
Tel. 0246.201437 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd., 
85/89 King Street, 
DE1 3EE (S) 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski & Climb 
47 Queen St., DE1 3DE 
Tel. 0332.295100 

D'oncaster 
DMC Mountain Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Road. (S) 
Tel. 0302.341756 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street. (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevisport 
Unit 13, Waverley Market, 
EH1 1 BO. (M) (S) 
Tel. 031.557.0923 

Elgin 
Keith Johnson Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd., 
High Street, PH33 6EJ. (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
High range Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041 .332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041.332.4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel. 021.550.9748 

Harrogate 
Wilderness Ways 
71 Station Parade, HG1 1ST 
Tel. 0423-62874 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road, S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433.51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports, 
9/11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. 
Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road. 
Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
57/59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports 
215 Kensington High Street, W8 
Tel. 01.938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports 
456-458 The Strand, WC2 
Tel. 01.839.5161 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd. 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden, WC2E 7HE 
Tel. 01.240.9577/8 (C) (M) (S) 

London 
The Rock Barn 
20 Camden High Street 
NW1 2SD 
Tel. 01.380.0116 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, EC1 M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
150 Holborn, 
(Corner Grays Inn Road), E1 
Tel. 01.831.6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01.937.0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Alpine Sports 
12-14 St Mary's Gate 
M11PX 
Tel. 061.832.5956 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop, 
572 Sil bury Boulevard, 
Central, MK9 3AF. (C) (M) 
Tel: 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE1 1 RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C) 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure, 
29 Lincoln Road, 
PE1 2RH. 
Tel. 0733.41381 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd., 
41 Bell Street, RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Ellis Brigham Mtn. Sports Ltd, 
149 Fitzwilliam St., S1 4JP 
Tel. 0742.727525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd., 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping, 
118 High Street, SG1 3DW 
Tel. 0438.353086. (C) (M) 

Stockport 
Al pen stock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., 
Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
90 High Street, 
Milton Keynes, MK11 1AH 
Tel. 0908 568913 (C) (M) 

Swansea 
Taunton Leisure 
206 High St., SA 1 1 PE 
Tel. 0792.476515 

Taunton 
Taunton Leisure 
40 East Reach, TA 1 3ES 
Tel. 0823.331875 

Walsall 
White Mountain 
31 Stafford Street 
Tel. 0922.722422 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

Yeovil 
Leisure Country 
125 Middle St. 
Tel. 0935.20006 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd., 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001. 
Tel. 05.31.1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 
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Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02.46.90.75 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Ryesgade 27, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt., 
Kompagnistraede 16, 
DK-1208, K. 
Tel. 33.32.00.82 
Telex. 19285 
Fax. 318616 06 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop). 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop). 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11.24.18 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona: Tempe 
North Face, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301 . 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Riverside Ski and Sport, 
6744, Brockton Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.784.0205 (C) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd., 
6422 Magnolia Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.683.2200 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401. 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. 
Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, 
95370. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

California: Yucca Valley 
California Boulder Co. 
55870 29 - Palms Highway 
92284 
Tel. 619.228.2001 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
North Face, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Broomfield 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
P.O. Box 1449, 
620 Compton, 80020. 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
North Face, 
1776 W. Uintah, 
80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 

Colorado: Denver 
Forrest Safety Products 

(Forrest Mountaineering) 
4550 Jackson St., 80216 

Colorado: Denver 
North Face, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 
80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

Colorado: Lakewood 
North Face, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 
80215. 
Tel. 303.238.7511 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mountain Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Ave. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) 

N.H.: lntervale 
Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc., 
RT.16, Box 206, 03845 
Tel. 603.356.3042 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 

Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

New York: New Paltz 
Rock and Snow, 
44 Main Street, 12561. 
Tel.914.255.1311 (S) 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters, 
21 Park Place, 10007. 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

New York: New York 
Paragon 
871 Broadway, 10003 
Tel. (212) 255-8036 

Oregon: independence 
Independence Mountaineering, 
215 South Main, 97351. 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Moab 
Rim Cyclery, 
94 West 100 North, 
84532. 
Tel. 801.259.5333 

Vermont: Shelburne 
Climb High 
1861 Shelburne Rd., 05482 
Tel. 802.985.5055 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 
98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 
98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridian Ave., N., 
98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, 
1023 1st Ave., 
98104. 
Tel. 206.622.4111 

Washington: Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply, 
3730 South Pine, 
98409. 
Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 
53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 
83001 . 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 
82070 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Venezuela 
Montana Adventure 
Apartado # 645, 
Merida 
Tel. (74) 631.740 

-"EXCLUSIVE CLIFF CLIMBS COURSES" CLIFF PHILLIPS Professional Free Lance Mountaineer, Instructor and Guide, cordially invites 
prospective clients for "a good day out on the hill." Superb climber designer programmed courses and expeditions to exceptional locations 
of the U.K., the Alps, and Himalayas. The CLIFF PHILLIPS : CLIFF CLIMBS LECTURE is available to Mountaineering Clubs, Universities and 
other organisations. "Good Climbing " ! Contact CLIFF CLIMBS BOX NO. 120, MOUNTAIN P.O. Box 184, Sheffield, S7 1DX, U.K. 
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Cordura, Ventile, breathable waterproofs. Fleece pile, Th insulate, Hollofil, 
MOUNTAIN down, polycottons, stretch fabric. Tent fabrics, canvas, mosquito net, 

FABRICS flexipoles. Zips, buckles, velcro, webbing. Patterns for all outdoor gear. 
Climbing, camping gear. For prices/samples 18p stamp or $1 airmail. 

Tor(M), 3 Fryer St., Runcorn, WA7 1 ND England. 

VENEZUELAN ANDES AND AMAZON TERRITORY 
Climbing, trekking, horseback riding. Personalized friendly American service. 

For details, write MONTANA ADVENTURE, 
Apartado 645, Merida, Venezuela. Tel. (74)631.740. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
For a good booklistof secondhand/out of print books and journals on mountaineering 

and exploration, write to D. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, Edinburgh EH9 /DA, Scotland. 
Tel. 031 447 4553. Wants lists welcomed. 

Good books in good condition always wanted to buy. 

CHAMONIX Inclusive guided courses, excellent accommodation and superb food. 
Mont Blanc - classic snow & ice, or Rock climbing in the Aiguilles. Also self catering 
chalet sleeps 4, 8, or 12. Brian Hall, Mountain Experience (M), The Cottage, Whitehough 
Head, Chinley, Stockport, SK12 6BX, UK. Tel: 0663-50160. 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ - 89 catalog free to foreign. 

,eaANPON STaAPS U.S & Canada, send 25¢ 

P.O. Box 2223. Santa Barbara , California 931 20. USA. 
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