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~tr1 QUADCAMS - ARE SAFER BECAUSE 

THEY ARE FLEXIBLE. 
FIT BETTER BECAUSE 

~ THEY ARE NARROWER. 
~ ARE EASIER TO EXTRACT Z EVEN FROM DEEP 

PLACEMENTS. 
NEAT SHAPE WONT 

~ TANGLE ON YOUR RACK. 
~ GIVE YOU THAT EXTRA 
~ REACH. 
r"""""] \ ~ .... and many other virtues .... 

~ AVAILABLE NOW IN 9 SIZES 
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10.5 mm - 66mm 
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59 mm-93 mm 

SEND FOR TECHNICAL DATA TO 
HB CLIMBING EQUIPMENT, Fron Hywel, Lian rug, Gwynedd LL55 3BD, UK. 

g (0286) 870885 TX 61155 AIRTEL G FAX (0492) 70009H3 

Available Worldwide from :-

ANDORRA AUSTRALIA AUSTRIA GERMANY HONG KONG ITALY 
ALPESPORT PADDY PALLIN TEUFEL BERGER CLIMB HIGH MOUNTAINEERING GRIVEL 

'825108 '8025171338 '8724253850 'll:0894606008 'll:ci-~J:1\ 0 '839165843714 

JAPAN NEWZEALAND SOUTHAFRICA SWEDEN SWITZERLAND U.S.A. 
MONTBEL MC EWINGS CAMP & CLIMB ARCTIC ALPIN RUEDI BERGSPORT CLIMB HIGH 
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NOW AVAILABLE 
This is a full index for 
MOUNTAIN 
No.s 113 - 124 inclusive 

Pice: £1.00 ($2.50) 

Send cheques to: 
Mountain Magazine Limited, 
PO Box 184, 
Sheffield S 11 9DL. a A 
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joe bro'!!!! 
Jbsacs 
still -going JOE BROWN 7 

strong 
... and you'll 
like the price! 

JOE BROWN 5 

KARRIMOR 
JOE BROWN 3 

Mail Order Price List and special 'Contract' Rates Available 

Contact: 
Joe Brown, Capel Curig, Gwynedd Telephone 06904205 
or Joe Brown, Llanberis, Gwynedd Telephone 0286 870 327 

K2. ~ p~t!~!u! p?r
0 

• Early booking discount 
• Climber bunk house 
• We take your climb seriously 

Mt. McKinley • Alaska 
(907) 733-2291 

Box 290M, Talkeetna, AK 99676 

~MAtt;:~Rix::rt'~ 
Accompany the International School of Mountainee~ing's 

Expedition to Mount Nun Kun, highest peak in Indian 
Kashmir, 23,410ft. Trek to Base Camp and then through 

villages in the Kingdom of Zanskar. Visit Ladakh's capital, Leh, 
relax on Kashmir's luxury houseboats, visit remote 

monasteries and enjoy the excitement of a full-blown 
Himalayan mountaineering expedition. 

DATES: 2 - 25 September 1989 PRICE: £1,695 
London to London 

Many other expeditions and treks to the Himalaya available 
from: HIMALAYAN KINGDOMS LTD 

20 The Mall, Clifton, Bristol. BS8 4DR 
Tel: (0272) 237163 Fax: (0272) 744993 Telex: 437287 



~ At times like this you n ed to be certain that the 
~ karabiners you are using are totally reliable. 
] DMM karabiners are carefully manufactured 
8 under the most stringent quality control 
f procedures and te~ted to higher standards than 
§ any other. Discerning climbers in over 28 
~ countries worldwide are mjoying their special 
] moments with DMM knowing that thefhave the 
l backing of a dedicated team committed to one 
j objective - QUALITY! 
OJ 
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GENERALSECRETARY-
THE BRITISH MOUNTAINEERING COUNCIL 

The BMC is still looking for the right person to fill the 
most exciting and fulfilling post in British 
Mountaineering, to take over from Dennis Gray at 
the end of June 1989. 

The General Secretary is responsible for helping to 
formulate policy and overseeing the work of the staff 
of both the BMC and the Mountainwalking Leader 
Training Board. He or she should have a sound 
mountaineering background and management 
experience, public speaking ability and committee 
skills. The post is currently based in Manchester at 
the Council's HO. 

There is much travel required in the UK and abroad, 
in representing the Council and British 
mountaineering overseas. Due to a recent revision 
it is possible to offer an enhanced salary. 

Salary Scale £15,631 - £18,439 
(subject to COL review) 

Contributory superannuation scheme is available 

Apply for Job Description to:-

The BMC 
Crawford House 
Precinct Centre 
Booth Street East 
MANCHESTER 
M13 9RZ Tel 061 273 5835 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS 31.5.89 

~ 
DOUG GEETING AVIATION 
Mt. McKinley-Expedition Air Support 

Doug Geeting and Kitty Banner-Seeman 

• Air checks on the mountain • Indoor 
• Safe storage of personal gear sleeping 
• Discount for early reservations • Free sleds 

Mike Covington, Galen Rowell , Rick Ridgeway, Gary Bocarde, Jim Wickwire, 
Jeff Lowe, Phil Erschler, Jim Bridwell , Peter Habeler, Dick Bass, Frank Wells 
and Yvon Chouinard can't all be wrong' 

Doug Geeting 
P O Box 42, Talkeetna. AK 99676 USA 
907-733-2366 

Kitty Banner-Seeman 
1865 Gore Creek, Vail , CO81657 USA 

303-4 76-3929 

VENEZUELAN ANDES AND AMAZON TERRITORY 
Climbing, trekking, horseback riding. Personalized friendly American service. 

For details, write MONTANA ADVENTURE, 
Apartado 645, M erida. Venezuela . Tel. (74)631.740. 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ - 89 ca talog free to foreign 

,CI\ANPON STI\APS U.S. & Canada. send 25¢ 
PO Box 2223 . Santa Ba rbara. California 931 20. USA. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
For a good booklist of secondhand/out of print books and j~urna ls on mountaineering 

and exploration, write too. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, Edinburgh EH9 1DA, Scotland. 
Tel. 031 447 4553. Wants lists welcomed. 

Good books in good condition always wanted to buy. 
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The progression 

1953 - Kernmantel ropes invented by Edelrid. 
Stronger, lighter and more kink-resistant than 
anything else available. 

1989 - Evolution continues at Edelrid. 
Advanced technology lifts the 
standards. Today's ropes are stronger, lighter 
and totally kink-resistant. 

Edelrid - the rope. 

Distributed by: 

s 

EDELRID in the UK · Outdoor Pursuits Services 
Derbyshire Level, Glossop SK 139PT 





~ Founded 
~ 1965 

w ~ worid;reaovm 
in .fne Climbing, High Al 

Treklling and Slci-founhg. 

Director Pat Littlejohn. 

CADS&SLUGS 

The First Real 
Alternative 

Camming Devices 

NOW 
AVAILABLE 

Please send for our 
Technical Carnming Units 
fact sheets. 
Just Part of an Expanding 
range from: 

fa@es 
Old English Road, Matlock 
Derbyshire DE4 3L T 
Telex: 946240 CWEASY G 
quoting 19017280 

t 

Send for our new 
colour brochure: 

International School 
, of Mountaineering, 

Club Vagabond, 
1854 Leysin, 

SWITZERLAND. 

1111 
PERFECT 
The budget 

Perfect in price. 
Perfect in design. 
Perfect in safety and quality. 
Perfect price/performance. 
Perfect for the eco_nomy budget. 
Perfect for YOU. 

11 + 9 mm dia. 

Edelrid - the rope. 

- (EDELRID),--
Distributed by: 

EDELRID in the UK • Outdoor Pursuits Services 
Derbyshire Level, Glossop SK 139PT 





ALTICHRON 
The professional climbing watch 

with a semi-conductor elevation sensor. 
Can Altichron change the way you climb? 

Consider the features. Altichron is the precision 
climbing watch with a semi-conductor 

elevation sensor, accurate to 5,000 meters. 
It has a barometer for weather forecasting, 

a seven-memory time/elevation function to record 
your progress, and an elapsed-time 

chronograph to pace your ascent. And it works for 
rock climbs as well as alpine expeditions. 

So ask yourself. Why should you use an ordinary 
timepiece when the highest technology is available? 

Altichron, the newest Promaster from Citizen. 
See how it changes your next climb. 

aTIOIROn 
•Elevation function measures from - 300m 

to 5,000m in 10m increments 
• Barometer function measures 

from 500 mbar to 1,050 mbar, in 1 mbar increments 
•Barometric fluctuation display 

•7-memory time/elevation fu nction 
•Elapsed climbing time chronograpb /memory 

•Analog/digital time display • Month/date calendar 
•Alarm •Anti-magnetic protection 

•Withstands cold to - 20° Centigrade 
•Water-resistant (3 bar) • Compass-ring bezel 

•Special water-resistant leather band 

THE INORLO'S MOST ADVANCED SPORTS WATCH 





ALPINISTE 
T h e L e g e n d G r 0 w s 

GLENN ANDREWS 
Bill O'Connor on the NE face of the Breithorn, using an Alpiniste 65 and the Alpiniste Action system - the new Karrimor Alpine multifunctional garments. 

Like the famous Whillans and Haston 
models that came before it, the new 
Alpiniste was refined with the help of 
members of the International School of 
Mountaineering in Switzerland, whose 
advice and technical experience has been 
invaluable through two decades of 
development. 

The new Alpiniste is engineered 
around a new AERGO® Back System. 

Using advanced moulding techniques, 
we have improved the contours to give 

better ventilation and confine body loading 
to the hip and scapular areas, with essential spinal support 
from a fixed lumbar pad. 

The new malleable lightweight '£format', unique to 
Karrimor, gives maximum strength and provides load 
stability with fine adjustment to individual back contour and 
preferred degree of body contact. 

Further improvements this season include a new internal 
flap pocket with 'wrap-around' zip for easier access, a secure 
weatherproof document pocktit, hipbelt gear racks for safer 
carrying of mountain equipment, a rapid-access crampon 
patch, plus a double thickness base to stand up to abrasion 
through a long, trouble-free life. The ice axe attachment 
system has been simplified, and additional equipment, such as 

skis, ski poles or ice tools can be 
carried on the side of the sac. 

To ensure a perfect fit AERGO 
is available in three sizes and three 
models match every requirement 
of the serious climber - from the 
Alpiniste 55, with sufficient capacity 
for essentials but streamlined for 
freedom of movement, to the 60/80 
with the Klasp pocket system and 
Zoom, for variable capacity 
extensively used on expeditions. 

Like all Karrimor sacs, Alpiniste comes with a promise of 
guaranteed performance. 

EQUIPMENTjorADVENTURE 

Full details of Karrimor sacs are shown on the new Technical 

Guide. For your FREE copy write to: Karrimor International Ltd., 

(Dept. MAS) A venue Parade, Accrington, Lanes BBS 6PR. 

In more than thirty years Karrimor equipment has been selected for leading international expeditions - including many 

to Everest - and was exclusively supplied to the first winter K2 expedition. It is now sold in 20 countries worldwide .. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA · 

Winter Winds ... 

NEPAL 
Lhotse (8516ml 
In the winter of 1988-89, twelve 
expeditions braved the frigid 
winds and frequent heavy 
snowfalls. Only five reached their 
summits, and of these only two 
achieved truly noteworthy 
accomplishments. Krzysztof 
Wielicki, the 38 year old veteran 
from Tychy, Poland, was the sole 
climber to reach the summit of an 
8000 metre peak, though five were 
attempted by six expeditions. 

Wielicki was attached to the 
Belgian expedition to Everest 
which withdrew in late December. 
Drawing upon his unrivalled 
winter experience, including the 
first winter ascent of Everest in 
February 1980 and the first winter 
ascent of Kangchenjunga in 
January 1986, he achieved the 
first winter ascent of Lhotse, the 
world's fourth highest mountain, 
alone from the Western Cwm and 
without bottled oxygen. 

On December 30 Wielicki left 
the Cwm from a camp at 6400m 
and occupied a badly battered 
camp at about 7250m that had 
remained on Lhotse's west face 
after the withdrawal from Everest. 
Using two torn tents for protection 
he survived the night there and 
set out at 4.20am for Lhotse's 
summit. It proved a rare, clear and 
windless day which Wielicki used 
to the fu II. Instead of trying to fix a 
higher camp he climbed very fast, 
reaching the top at 14.00 after 
climbing 1250 metres from the 
tent. He immediately began his 
descent, pushing himself to keep 
moving as continuously as 
possible, timing each brief rest so 
as not to drift off into a potentially 
fatal sleep. In three hours he was 
back at the stitched-together tent, 
to which Leszek Cichy had 
climbed in support, despite 
bronchitis, that morning. They 
descended safely though 
Wielicki's big toe was frostbitten. 

Cichy was Wielicki's companion 
on the first winter ascent of 
Everest. This ascent was even 
more remarkable as Wielicki was 
the victim of a serious accident 
only four months before in 
Gan·gotri. His companion was 
killed and he suffered spinal in-jury 
which still required the wearing 
of a corset during this splendid 
ascent. Wielicki thus completed 
the project begun in 1974when 
Andrzej Zawada reached 8250m 
in the Lhotse Couloir on 
December 25 on the first attempt 
to climb an 8000 metre peak in 
winter. Fittingly Zawada, now 60 
years of age, was the third 
member of the Polish contingent 
on the Belgian expedition. He 
commented, 'I never thought that 
the peak would wait 15 years for a 
first winter ascent. Much has 
changed in the meantime. First of 
all the mental attitude towards 
the highest peaks. The equipment 
is much better too. And there are 
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now crowds of people in the 
Himalaya. During December we 
registered at least 500 trekkers at 
our Khumbu Base Camp.' For 
Wielicki this was his sixth 8000m 
peak and third first winter ascent. 

After wide Caucasus and Pamir 
experience he did the first two
day ascent of Pik Kommunizma 
(7483m) in 1978. In the Hindu 
Kush he succeeded on several 
good climbs including the first 
ascent of Kohe Shkhawr (7116m) 
WestPillarin 1977. In 1979came 
the first ascent of the West Face of 
Annapurna South (7219m UIAA 
grade V). Apart from his winter 
successes he climbed Broad Peak 
up and down in 22 hours in July 
1984, a new route on Manaslu 
South Ridge in Autumn 1984 and 
Makalu with a new route variation 
in Autumn 1986. In 1987 he 
reached 8300m on Lhotse South 
Face, to which he returned with 
Reinhold Messner's expedition 
this spring. 

Everest (8848ml 
This ascent was an offshoot of a 
larger Belgian-led expedition to 
the South Col Route. Led by 
Herman Detienne, the team 
consisted of eight Belgians and 
the three Poles. 

Rudy van Snick made the most 
serious attempt just before 
Christmas with Lhakpa Dorje and 
Ang Rita . Snick, aged 32 and from 
Vieus Genappe, had already 
climbed Dhaulagiri 1. Ang Rita 
has climbed Everest five times 
and Dhaulagiri four times, and the 
younger Sherpa Lhakpa Dorje 
(29), usually known as Ang 
Lhakpa, had climbed Everest once 
before. These experienced 
mountaineers reached the South 
Col camp at 15.30 on December 
21. Ang Lhakpa was sick that 
evening, but they were keen to 
use fine weather conditions to go 
to the summit quickly. They left 
the camp at midnight, in bright 
moonlight with no wind. Van 
Snick and Ang Lhakpa used 
artificial oxygen and by 8.00am 
they reached 8700m, not far 
below the South Summit. They 
had stopped there to drink hot tea 
and to disconnect the oxygen 
bottle van Snick had been using 
and substitute a fresh one that 
Ang Rita had been carrying for 
him, when Ang Lhakpa suddenly 
fell over onto his back, slipped 
about eight metres down the 
slope and then lay motionless. 
They then began to struggle to 
get Ang Lhakpa, who regained 
consciousness but whose speech 
was confused, back down to the 
South CoL With the sick Sherpa 
roped between them, van Snick 
and Ang Rita regained the col 
camp in an hour and a half. All 
three rested for an hour, but then 
Ang Lhakpa began to lose full 
consciousness so they tried to 
cont-inue their descent. A very 
strong wind had begun to blow in 
the interim, and this prevented 

them from going down, so they 
were forced backtotheirtent. The 
wind continued and by 7.00 next 
morning Ang Lhakpa was dead, a 
likely victim of a cerebral 
thrombosis. The others were able 
to descend despite continuing 
wind, and reached base camp 
later on the 23rd. A storm then 
destroyed some of their tents, 
their leader had gone back to 
Kathmandu ill, and most of the 
party were dispirited. 

The fate of this expedition, well 
financed, with three generators at 
base camp to provide electricity, 
seven Sherpas as kitchen staff at 
base and two non-climbing 
Belgians organising food and 
equipment, illustrates the 
formidable nature of winter 
climbing on the highest peaks. 
After Christmas only the three 
Poles and one Belgian remained. 

The only other party on the 
Nepalese side of Everest in the 
winter was a South Korean group 
trying the South West Face. They 
stayed much longer, but with 
even less success in terms of 
altitude gain. Fierce winds 
buffeted the climbers and scoured 
the face, leaving hard ice and 
brittle rock, with frequent rock 
falls and fresh snow avalanches. 
On January 10, Park Jong Guk, 
from Inchon, and two Sherpas, 
including the only other climber 
besides Ang Rita to have climbed 
Everest five times, Sungdare 
Sherpa, managed to pitch a camp 
at 7800m at the bottom of the 
Great Gully. They remained there 
several nights but concluded that 
they could go no further because 
of the terrible winds and the 
absence of snow in the icy gully. 
They had been climbing for a 
month without using bottled 
oxygen. 

A three climber Japanese 
expedition, led by first winter 
soloist of the Walker Spur, Tsuneo 
Hasegawa, was also active on the 
North Face of Everest from Tibet. 
They tried a new route at the east 
end of the face, and are said to 
have reached 8000m on December 
26 before giving up. Their attempt 
had begun in October. 

Annapurna I (8091 m) 
A six man Bulgarian expedition, 
led by Metodi Savov, tried the 
South Face. Some of them had 
tried the face in both the winter of 
1985-6 and the following spring . 
After snow falls on the approach, 
Base Camp was set up from 
November 6to 10 prior to ascents 
of smaller summits to acclimatise. 
Advance Base was at 5100m and 
between December 1 and 12 three 
camps were set up on the Polish 
Route. This takes the South Face, 
and their highest camp was at 
65lJ0m. 

After creating a new variant low 
down, a high point of 6800m was 
eventually reached, 500m less 
than in their previous winter 
attempt and 750m less than in 

spring 1986. Sherpa Ang Kami 
was injured in a crevasse fall 
between Camps 2 and 3. Heavy 
snow between December 16-27 
made progress impossible and 
damaged the camps, and a final 
attempt started on December 30 
stopped when further heavy snow 
began on January 6. 

Cho Oyu (8201 m) 
Two Japanese climbers including 
Kiyoshi Ishii attempted the South 
East Face, but failed to get onto 
the face proper, climbing only 
400m above base. They blamed 
strong winds, deep snow and lack 
of time. 

Yalungkang (8505ml 
The West Summit of 
Kangchenjunga was attempted 
by seven Poles with the aim of 
making the first winter ascent. Led 
by Jozef Stepien they were 
delayed by heavy snow on the 
approach march for four weeks. 
They tried the normal SE Face 
route in clear, sunny but 
extremely windy conditions 
above 6500m. Two climbers 
reached 7200m only by crawling 
and after further heavy snow the 
attempt was abandoned. 

Taweche (6501ml 
Veterans Jeff Lowe (38) from 
Lyons, Colorado, and John 
Roskelley (40) from Spokane, 
Washington, made an alpine style 
ascent of the East Face in eight 
and a half days. They climbed a 
'magnificent line' on downward 
shelving rock. Great energy went 
into chipping out bivouac 
platforms. The summit was 
reached on February 15 and they 
made their descent via the 
Japanese Route on the South East 
Flank. This is a notable revival of 
an old US partnership, dating 
back to their ascent of the North 
Face of Peak XIX in the Pamirs in 
1974. 

Arna Dablam (6812ml 
By contrast the winter's largest 
party, 16 foreigners and nine 
Sherpas, took part in a French 
guided ascent of the South West 
Ridge. Marc Batard and a guiding 
colleague, Roger Laot, with 
Sherpas, took a total of 16 people 
to the summit of the 'Khum bu 
Matterhorn' in early December. 
One client, Yves Le Bissonais (27) 
from Sevres, who had lost his left 
leg above the knee from cancer 
ten years ago, succeeded using 
an artificial limb. In all four 
different ascents were made 
between December 4 and 8, 
Batard and Laot each doing the 
route twice. Three South Koreans 
followed the same route as the 
French departed on December 16 
and 17. 

Nuptse (7855ml 
Eleven South Koreans led by Cho 
Hyung Kyu tried the first winter 
ascent and reached the West 
Summit of the mountain by its 



saw-toothed ridge (7784m). This 
is the first ascent of this subsidiary 
summit in any season. Four South 
Koreans and two Sherpas went to 
the top. On December 22, Chun 
Bong Gon, Bae Hyun Jong, Kim 
Hwa Gon, Oh Se Cheu I, Lhakpa 
Norbu Sherpa and Pasang Dawa 
Sherpa completed their ascent 
but could not continue to the main 
summit. This is a highly 
innovative ascent for winter 
conditions. 

Langtang Lirung (7234ml 
Akitsugu Nishimura made the 
ninth ascent on December 11 with 
Pang Nima Sherpa and Ang Kazi 
Sherpa. 

On smaller peaks almost all 
successes came in the first three 
weeks of December, before the 
full force of winter, but after the 
official start on December 1. Many 
parties were in base camps and 
even acclimatised before the 
official date for starting climbing. 
42% of expeditions succeeded, a 
poorer result than the 69% of 13 
teams in 1987/8. Fatalities were 
fewer too, with only the 
unfortunate Ang Lhakpa (29) from 
a total of 131 climbers active, 
including 44 Nepalese. 

Himlung Himal (7126ml 
A Japanese expedition led by 
Hiroyuki Baba tried the North 
West Ridge. They reached 6650m 
on December 17. They failed and 
reported, 'It is a miracle all 
members are alive.' Whenever 
they ascended or descended the 
route between camps at 4600m 
and 5400m they were exposed to 
rock falls for many hours. Several 
members were hit without being 
seriously injured, and one had a 
hole cut straight through his 
rucksack. 

Thamserku (6623ml 
An American-Canadian 
expedition led by Hoorman Aprin 
tried first the West Ridge, 
reaching 5365m on December 4, 
then the South Ridge, reaching 
5790m on December 12. 

SOVIET UNION 
Tien Shan 
Khan Tengri Tragedy 
In the summer of 1988, the Kazakh 
Alpine Club organised an 
international camp in the Tien 
Shan and the Pamirs, with 
climbers from Kazakhstan 
(USSR), Bulgaria and 
Czechoslovakia attending. 
Ascents were made from a Base 
Camp on the South lnylchek 
Glacier in the Central Tien Shan . 
On August 15, 1988, three 
Czechoslovakians left for the 
summit of Khan Tengri (6995m) 
using the Romanov Route, via the 
'Marble Buttress' (SSW Pillar). 
On August 19 one of them, Pavel 
Ulrich, became seriously ill. 
During that day the weather 

Ama Dab/am (6812m)- rapidly becoming the Matterhorn of the Himalaya. Photo: John Cleare. 

deteriorated and the blizzard 
continued on August 20. One of 
the trio, Karel Jakes, descended 
to alert the Base Camp, while the 
other bivouacked with the sick 
man, some 1 00m beneath the top 
of the mountain. 

A rescue operation was 
organised, involving teams 
climbing on other routes. On 
August 23 medical help reached 
Ulrich and the following day, 
August 24, he was esco_rted to the 
summit of Khan Tengri. Along 
with other teams, they began the 
descent via the South West Ridge 
and slope (Normal Route). 
Descending a snow ridge towards 
a steeper section fixed with ropes, 
two Czechs, Milan Hejdos, Pavel 
Ulrich and a Soviet climber, 
Vladimir Yablinski, suddenly 
disappeared. Nobody saw the 
accident but a fall towards the 
Syemionosvski Glacier is 
suggested. A helicopter took part 
in the intensive search for the 
unfortunate victims but nothing 
could be found . Some members 

of the rescue teams were 
frostbitten. 

The summer and autumn of 
1988 were very unlucky for 
Czechoslovak expeditions: two 
climbers from Prague died on 
Khan Tengri and seven people 
died in the Himalaya, including 
the major accident after the 
ascent of the South West Face of 
Everest. 

Correction 
Kusum Kangguru 
Despite our recent report to the 
contrary, the East Face had its first 
'official' ascent in 1979 by the 
Japanese, and has had several 
others also. Such confusions are 
widespread in the Khum bu, and 
to a degree elsewhere. We are 
grateful to Bill O'Connor for the 
reminder. 

Joseph Brunhuber (1904<1988) 
In December, 1988, Sepp 
Brunhuber, one of the well-known 
pioneers of winter cli"mbing in the 
Alps, died in Vienna aged 84. He 

was born on November 2, 1904, 
and made numerous first ascents 
and repeats (e.g. the second 
ascent of the Comici Route on the 
Civetta in 15 hours) in the Eastern 
Alps, Dolomites and Western 
Alps. Accompanied by Julia 
Huber in the winter of 1933-34, he 
completed a ski traverse of the 
Alps from the Schneeberg near 
Vienna to the summit of Mont 
Blanc and then on towards the 
south. As partner to Fritz 
Kasparek, Sepp made several 
bold winter ascents, among them 
the North Face of Hochtor, over 
five days, in February 1941; the 
Comici Route on the Cima Grande 
di Lavaredo (March 20-21, 1938); 
and the first winter ascent of the 
Dent d'Herens North West Face. 
He wrote a manual, Seilgebrauch 
(Using the Rope) and a book 
Wande in Winter(Walls in Winter) 
in 1951, which strongly influenced 
contemporary alpine winter 
climbing. 

Paul Nunn 
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UNITED STATES 

Colorado New Route Boom as Euro-Bolts Gain Acceptance 

COLORADO 
Resulting from a new vision of 
many of the front range crags, a 
transformation of ethics has 
occurred. The new traditionalists 
are now scrutinizing blank 
portions of rock surface as 
opposed to naturally protected 
cracks or flake systems. The 
modus operandi for bolting 
varies, although a majority of 
these routes have been 
established on rappel. 

In Eldorado Canyon, 
development of the high quality 
sandstone seems never ending. 
Many open faces, aretes and 
overhangs have been bolted up. 
A rack of quick-draws and 
carabiners is all one will usually 
need. 

On the Bastille, Colin Lantz and 
Greg Robinson created an instant 
classic by climbing the severely 
overhanging Your Mother 
(5.12c/d), just left of Neon Lights. 
Many locals have enjoyed 
repeating the piece. A difficult, 
thin face, which is a variation 
leading straight up from the crux 
traverse on Wide Country, 
established by Bob Candelaria 
and Mic Fairchild, gives Times 
Square (5.12d). Another variation 
between the first pitch of Bastille 
Crack and Wide Countrywas done 
by the latter pair and named 
Crossfire (5.11 c/d). Mike Brooks 
did a variation out left of the last 
pitch of Outerspace; Space 
Invaders (5.11 a) is very exposed. 
A scary line between Northwest 
Corner and Rain was climbed by 
Derek Hersey and Charlie Fowler 
to create This Is Only A Test 
(5.11 aR). 

On the Whales Tail a few short 
but fun lines were squeezed in by 
Mike Brooks: Limbo (5.11 a) 
ascends the bulge to the left of 
Amputee Love; M (5. 10) climbs 
an overhang with good pockets 
even further left of the latter route. 

Up the canyon a bit on the 
Peanuts Wall there has been 
some recent development: Just 
Another Girls Climb (5.12), was 
climbed by Andrea Azoff and 
Fowler; the route ascends a roof 
to a corner just right of Sacred and 
Profane. Just left of the Sunrider, 
Joyce and Richard Rossiter top
roped Northwest Face (5.12) . • 
Gravity's Angle (5.11) was 
climbed by Eric Johnson and 
Andy Archer and right of 
Cornered is Forbidden Planet 
(5.11) by Johnson and _A~off. 
Scorpions (5.11 ), a variation 
straight up from Peanuts, was 
climbed by Fowler and Dan_ 
McGee; the pair also established 
Lets Jet (5.1 0d) as well as Blows 
Against the Empire. The Cruise 
(5.9) ascends a hand cra_ck and 
arete just right of Upstairs and 
was done by the Rossiters. 

On Hawk Eagle Ridge the pair 
of Lantz and Robinson climbed a 
large roof just right of Dead On 
Arrival coming up with Lips Like 
Sugar(5.12c). 
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The enormous Redgarden Wall 
has also seen a lot of activity. 
Most notable was Christian 
Griffith's free ascent of the thin 
face and arete just right of upper 
Genesis. Lakme (5.13b) has seen 
a handful of ascents since then. 
Another notable route was Bob 
Candelaria's Candellargo (5.13b), 
the double overhang, comes out 
left from Kloberdanz Roof and 
then up onto a thin face; this route 
has also seen a few repeat 
ascents. Hersey and Steve 
Andrews put up a scary face just 
left of the second pitch of Doub/ 
Griffith, to give To RP Or Not To 
Be at 5.12R/X. Le Boomerang 
(5.11 c), by Chip Ruckgaber, 
climbs the right leaning face just 
after the lower corner on Genesis. 
The steep face just over the roof 
on Temporary Like Achilles was 
freed by Mark Tarrant and Scott 
Tarrant to come up with Hands In 
The Clouds (5.11 d). Another 
exciting roof route, Wasabe 
(5.12b), just to the left of Psycho, 
was freed by Dan Michael, Paul 
Piana and Mark Sonnefeld. The 
left-leaning arch, left of the fourth 
pitch of Jules Verne, was climbed 
by Chip Chase and Dan Michaels: 
Green Willow Wall (5.11 d). A fun 
continuation up past the first pitch 
of Touch and Go was top-roped 
by Brooks and Jeffery Weiss ; the 
route, Bolting Glory (5.9), was 
then later lead by Azoff and 
Rossiter. Other routes such as 
Backstroke (5.11 b/c) by Jimmy 
Ratzlaff and Weiss; Pilgrim (5.1 0c/ 
d) by Todd Montgomery, Brooks 
and Dan Hurley and Highnoon 
(5.11 a) by the latter trio, were all 
established on the Blackwalk Wall 
area. 

On the smooth wall tG the right 
of Apple Strudel, Tarrant 
established Untouchables (5.12c). 

On the back side of the 
Redgarden Wall, just across the 
gully from Hawk Eagle Ridge, is 
the Enigmas Wall . The Recreant 
(5.12b/c) and Lex Loci (5.12d) 
were put in by Matt Lavender. 
Just left of the latter, Dale 
Goddard put up Viva La Figa. 

On the West Ridge new route 
activity has continued with many 
quality lines being put up. Most 
notably was Bob Horan's 
Incarnation (5.12d/5.13a) on the 
south face of Longjohn Tower. 
Another highly recommended 
face climb is the French Fry 
5.12b/c; this was also climbed by 
Horan and is located high up in 
Eldorado on the Potato Chip; the 
view is amazing. Tarrant was also 
active on the ridge with 
Reckoning (5.12c); the face climbs 
up right of the last pitch of 
Handcracker. Above Washington 
Irving, on a prominent arete, 
Johnson and Shawn Ennis climbed 
The Atom Smasher (5.12). · 

Up the ridge a bit more is the 
Rincon Wall Michaels, Paul P1ana 
and Bill Meyers climbed a thin 
face to the right of Center Route to 
give Camouflage (5.12b). Joe 

Bob Horan leading The Guardian (5.12d), Skunk Canyon. 
Photo : Melanie Dieckman. 

Huggins established Pipeline 
Bonecrusher (5.12b), a thin finger 
crack at the far right side of the 
Rincon Wall. Mike Clinton and Bill 
De Mallie put up a few lines on the 
wall with Bachar, Yer Aryan 
(5.11c/d); this climbs the arete 
right of the last pitch of _Over The 
Hill. Also Bulging Codpiece 
(5.11 b/c) climbs the arete left of 
the first pitch of Rincon and Arete 
Bandits (5.1 0c/d) climbs the finger 
crack to arete left of the second 
pitch of Center Route. 

Up even further from Rincon . 
Wall is the Cadillac Crag. The Trail 
Of Tears (5.12b/c) climbs the face 
right of V-Groove and was done 
by Lany Harris. The Rossiters 
established a few fine routes such 
as Never Cry Wo/f(5.11 b), lchiban 
Arete (5.1 Ob) and the Unnamed 
(5.12). Ghetto Cruiser (5. 7) was 
put up by Kent Taylor, Dave 
Garland and Steve Dichoff. 

Over on the Mickey Mouse Wall 
a few very good lines have been 
established. Lifestream (5.11 a) 
takes the prominent arete left of 
the Beagle's Ear. Zen Effects 
(5.12b) ascends the face to the 
right of the second pitch of the 
latter route; both these were done 
by Joyce and Richard Rossiter. 

Monks In The Gym (5.11 b) was 
put in by Clinton and DeMallie and 
is located just left of Shiva's 
Dance. 

On the granite rock of Boulder 
Canyon some very notable new 
routes have been climbed. Up the 
road about two-hundred feet from 
the Boulder Falls Trail head, and 
up aways on the right hand cliff, is 
La Lune (5.13a) . This severely 
overhanging, thin finger crack 
was lead free by Horan with 
natural protection. Another of 
Hora n's routes, Hands of Destiny 
(5.12d/5.13a) is located on the 
south face of the far right-hand 
side of Animal World Rock ; the 
thin face and crack is also 
naturally protected. On Blob Rock, 
the Rossiters, along with Rob 
Woolf, established a very thin, 
vertical slab climb just left of 
Silent Running naming it 
Rad/ands of lnfinity.(5.12d). 
Another Rossiter climb, Kamikaze 
(5.1 0c) takes the face just to the 
right of the latter route. Harrison 
Dekker lead his top-rope problem 
Bad Girls Dream (5.12d), the large 
roof located just off the ground to 
the left of Divine Wind. 
Astrophysics (5.11 d) was put in 
by Dan Hare and Mike Downing, 



whilst TheReamers(5.11c) , 
follows the flake just left of Lichen 
To Like, climbed by Strappo 
Hughes and Simon Peck. 

Over on Bell Buttress, Hare and 
Kent Lug bill did a direct finish to 
Daedalus (5.11c). Just below Bell 
Buttress, rising up out of the 
creek, is the Aquarium Wall. Many 
good shady climbs have been put 
up here. Parallel Development 
(5.10d) climbs the roof to crack on 
the far left side ofthe wall and was 
done by Kyle Copeland and Bushy 
Pottasch. The Jerome Webster 
Memorial (5.11 d) was climbed by 
Pottasch and Copeland, as well as 
Weed Killer (5.9). Fillet of Sole 
(5.10d) was climbed by Copeland 
and Marc Hirt and is right of 
Parallel Development. Between 
Eagle and Blob Rock, Harris, 
Cardosa and Fairchild put up a 
nice face called Contender (5.11 c/ 
d) , with a direct at 5.11. On the 
small outcrop known as the 
Milkdud, Horan and Dan McOuade 
added Wallflower(5 .12c) up the 
thin corner to a face just left of 
Damaged Goods. The top-rope 
problem Damaged Goods was 
recently lead by Mark Rolofson 
and Horan. Rolofson made a free 
lead also of the top-rope problem 
Blues For Allah (5.13a). On Cob 
Rock, Joel Dyer and Tally 
O'Donnel put up Racing The Sun 
(5.11 c) just left of Devil's Dream. 
Up at Castle Rock, Scott Gosgrove 
and George Squibb climbed a 
fifteen foot roof, across the river 
from Country Club Crack, coming 
up with Tree Trimmer (5 .11 ). On 
the Second Elephant Buttress, a 
fine arete problem was added 
between Tough Situation and 
Classic Finger Crack, to give 
Avalon Rising (5 .12b/c) by the 
Spider. 

The Flatirons have had a lot of 
traffic, and presently host some 
of the area 's most sought after 
test-pieces. Starting from the 
north and working south, the 
Amphitheatre has seen some 
action with Now and Zen (5.1 Obie) 
on the Ginseng Pillar, a Rossiter 
and Steve Ilg route . The pair also 
did the Siberian North Face 
(5 .1 Ob) . On the south face of the 
Third Flatiron, the Rossiters 
accompanied by Woolf put in a 
few nice face lines with Rite of 
Spring (5.9) , Shoyu State (5.11 a) 
and Blazing Biners (5.1 Oa). Just 
behind to the west of the Third 
Flatiron is the East Ironing Board. 
Many good routes have been put 
up; most notable was Michael's 
Slave To The Rhythm (5.13a), just 
right of Hyperpolysyllabic. The 
overhanging pebbled face has 
seen several repeats. By starting 
up the first half of the Raven 
dihedral and moving on to the 
arete, Piana and Pete de Lannoy 
put up TheStarsAtNoon(5.12cld). 
Velvet Elvis (5.11 a) was put up by 
Piana and Brett Ruckman and 
climbs the slab on the west side of 
the East Ironing Board. Just above 
the ledge of Velvet Elvis is a left
arching corner that was climbed 
by Woolf and Rossiter, named 
Sun breeze (5.1 Oa). To the right of 
Smooth is a crystal-studded wall 
which was soloed by Rossiter to 
take A Hike With Lao Tzu (5.8) . At 
the top of the East Ironing Board 
there is a detached pinnacle with 
an excellent face route up its 
southwest side : the route is called 
Far Niente (5.12a) and was put up 
by Bobbi Bensman, Michael and 
Piana. Nearby, Zimbra (5.12b) 

Bob Horan on La Lune (5.13a), Boulder Canyon. Photo : Jim Sanders. 

was established by Stephen Hadik 
and Cury Fry . 

Over on the Fourth Flatiron, just 
around the corner and down from 
Death and Transfiguration, 
Horan, along with John Baldwinn 
and McOuade, put up some 
exceptionally good routes with 
Jester (5.1 Od), Arc de Triumph 
(5.11 b) and Royal Arch (5.11 a). 

Over in Skunk Canyon, th.e 
activity has been moving along 
with some very difficult free 
routes, most notably Hora n's 
Beware the Future (5.13c/d). The 
route, which was featured in a 
previous issue, climbs out the 
arete to the left of the Doric 
Dihedral. The route was just 

recently repeated by Dale 
Goddard who confirmed its rating 
of 5.13c. 

Other routes on the West Face 
of Satan's Slab, just right of 
Beware the Future, are Binky 
Dinkster (5.11 c) and the thin 
Watchmaker Steady (5.13a), both 
by Horan. Another notab_le route 
is the severely overhanging 
Guardian (5.12d) ; the pocketed 
wall is located at the mouth of 
Skunk Canyon and was established 
by Horan and McOuade and 
subsequently flashed by Patrick 
Ed linger this last summer. On the 
next ridge over from Satan's Slab, 
Dave Rice and Johnson put up 
Walkinq Shoes (5.9R); the south 

facing wall is just north of Euclid 's 
Corner. 

On Dinosaur mountain, the 
complex maze of pinnacles, fins 
and gullies have seen an 
incredible amount of activity with 
many fun little routes being put 
up. On the south face of Der 
Zerkle, Touch Monkey climbs out 
an overhanging 'huecoed' wall 
and was put in by Johnson, Hank 
Clayor and Paul Glover. Knot 
Carrot (5.11 a), by Glover, climbs 
the face to the right of the latter. 
About twenty feet to the right is 
another variation by Glover called 
Passover (5.1 Od). Other routes on 
Der Zerkle and vicinity are The 
Adu/tress (5.12a) by Jeff Frizzell, 
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Chris Gill on Grand Finale (5.11d), Cathedral Ledge. 
Photo: Nick Yardley. 

Woolf and Mike Seacca; Black 
President (5.11 a) by Frizzell, Craig 
Fry and John McLaughlin; 
Casano Roho (5.12a) by Frizzell, 
Woolf and Steve Vanderberg; 
Raging Hormones (5.1 0a) by 
Frizzell and McLaughlin, and Ain't 
Misbehavin (5.9) by Frizzell and 
Vanderberg. 

On the Box, to the right of 
Cornucopia, Caylor and Glover 
put up Discipline (5.12b). 

On the Finger Flatiron, below 
the western arete of the summit 
tower, the Rossiters along with 
Woolf and Karen Kuddes put in 
Monodoigt (5.11 c). To the right of 
the latter route is a thin crack 
called lnthinuation (5.11 a), also 
by the Rossiters. 

On the Shark's Fin, Chuck 
Reynolds and Rusty Holcomb put 
up Archer (5.11 alb) and Quiver 
(5.7). 

On the Hand, many good routes 
have been set up such as New 
Saigon (5.11 a) by Caylor, 
Johnson and Glover; Father dn 
Fire(5.1 0d) by Glover; The Perfect 
Kiss (5.11 d) by Lantz and 
Robinson; Meals for Truman 
(5.11 c) by Glover and Caylor; 
Power Bulge (5.12b/c) by Caylor 
and Back in Slacks (5.11 c). 

On the Dwarf, Glover added a 
few short routes including Hiss 
and Spray(5.12a) and Eat Cat Too 
(5.11 b/c). 

On Frankenstein's Castle, 
Caylor and Glover put in Street 
Hassle (5.12c) and Gash Burn 
(5.11d) . 

On Der Freischutz, Caylor and 
Glover put up Drugs(5.11 b/c) and 
the Rossiters, Bidoigt (5.1 Ob). 

Bear Canyon has really become 

16 

a happening place due to the 
many bolt routes, with the 
convenience of a dirt road leading 
up to the mouth of the canyon. 
Many good routes have also 
made this area well worthwhile. 
On the southwest face of the 
Bubble, Piana and Johnson put 
up HotSpit(5.11c/d). Near the 
bottom of the second ridge, 
Downing and Hare put up Sneak 
Preview (5.11 b). On the 
Jellystone, a very notable route 
was put up by Michael called The 
Fiend(5.13b); the overhanging, 
leaning, right-facing corner has 
seen few repeats. Auspice (5.11 c) 
crosses the Old Man of Hoy route 
by Michael and Dan Rice. Right of 
Auspice is a face called Thought 
Control by Brian Hansen and 
Michael. On the next ridge west 
from the Jellystone, Hare and 
Downing climbed a pebbly wall 
called Megasaurus (5.11 b). Liquid 
Crystal (5.11 b) is just right of the 
latter by the same pair. 

On the massive west wall of 
Overhang Rock, Michael and 
Piana put up The Big Picture 
(5.12a). Tits Out for the Lads 
(5.12b) is another line just left of 
the latter route and was put in 
from the ground up by Jim 
Surette and Greg McCausland. 

West of Overhang Rock is the 
Poot Ridge which has had some 
interesting routes established on 
and around it. Shoot to Thrill 
(5.12a) is a short face by Caylor; 
The Stone Operation (5.11 a) is 
uphill from the latter and was 
climbed by Downing. Rockabye 
(5.11 d/5.12a) is a face up a huge 
boulder east of Stone Operation 
by Pat Adams, Todd Bibler and 

Greg Davis. Enchanted Forest 
(5.11 b/c) is a small roofs climb on 
the Grome Wall by the Rossiters 
and Woolf. 

Just to the north of Boulder 
there has been some very notable 
activity on excellent rock. The 
Olde Stage Crag of Left Hand 
Canyon has become a favourite. 
From left to right five excellent 
classic lines have been put up. 
Dragon Lady (5.12a) was top
roped by Horan and then led by 
Rolofson; Alex in Wonderland 
(5.11 c) was freed by Horan; The 
Unknown Crack (5.11 b) was done 
by Scott Reynolds. The test route 
of the area is Solstice (5.12d) and 
was established also by Horan. 
An exciting route to the right of 
Solstice was recently put up and 
is 5.11 c/d. First ascensionist 
unknown. 

Even further down the range is 
the incredible River Wal I of Button 
Rock Reservoir. This area hosts 
some of the nicest routes on the 
front range and rises out of a 
small creek with waterfall. From 
left to right there is the awesome 
New Horizon (5.12d); this 
beautiful overhanging arete is as 
good as they get and was freed by 
Horan. Lost Horizons (5.13) 
ascends the thin crack just to the 
right by Candelaria. Big Big Gunky 
Man (5.12a S), by Robinson and 
Lantz, climbs out over a roof onto 
a thin face. Pocket Hurcules 
(5.12a), by Piana and Beth Wald, 
works its way up an obvious 
crack; right of the latter is the Big 
Big Monkey Man (5.12b) also by 
Piana. Even further right is the 
Red Neck Hero (5.12a) by Harold 
Greib and Wolfgang Schweiger; 
this is a good holds, steep, 
overhanging wall. Escape from 
Alcatraz (5.11 b/c) by Azoff, 
Ruckgaber, Brooks and Jeff 
Gruenberg, climbs off the tiny 
island off the creek. Shades of 
Murky Depths (5.10d) climbs the 
steep slab right of Neurosurgeon. 

Due to the explosion of new 
route activity in the Boulder area, 
an up-dated guide has been 
created by Richard Rossiter. It 
comes in two copies, Boulder 
Climbs North and Boulder Climbs 
South. Another very useful guide 
to Front Range Bouldering has 
been completed by Bob Horan. 
The areas covered range from 
Horsetooth Reservoir in Fort 
Collins, down through Boulder 
and then south to the Morrison 
Wall, just south of Golden. The 
books are published by 
Chockstone Press. 
Bob Horan 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Since the publication of Ed 
Webster's excellent guide book 
Rock Climbs in The White 
Mountains of New Hampshire in 
the summer of 1987, new routeing 
has continued at a ferocious pace, 
despite the wet spring of 1988 and 
the weeks of 90° humid weather 
through the summer. 

Visiting climbers have played 
an important role in the search for 
harder and harder routes, but it 
has mainly been the task of a 
handful of dedicated locals with 
an intimate knowledge of the 
area's excellent hidden cliffs to 
firmly establish the harder grad es 
in the area. 

Frankenstein Upper-Tier 
In the early summer of '87, this 
long neglected cliff, with its 

impressive corners and steep 
walls, was brought upto date with 
the addition of six superb routes. 
First off the mark were Jerry 
Handren and Chris Gill with 
Salamenda Days (5.11 d), up the 
thin crack to the left of Dark Lord. 
On the bulging buttress to the left 
the bottomless corner was 
climbed by Handren and Nick 
Yardley to give Whispering Forest 
(5.11 c). The peg and bolt 
protected wall to the right gave 
Yardley and Andy Ross Attila the 
Nun (5.12a). To the left the 
obvious slanting corner was 
climbed by Handren to give the 
very technical Rocky Horror Show 
(5.12b) . Mark Wilson and Rich 
Baker's Stem Like A Bar Stand 
(5.11 a) takes the corner to the left. 
To the right of Dark Lord, Ross and 
Wilson put up the two pitch 
Shaking Up Orange Street(5.11 a) . 

Found Ledge 
Handren and Gill 'refound' this 
well hidden cliff in the spring of 
'87 and in the process discovered 
a beautiful, untouched 60 ft. wall, 
up to the left of the cliff described 
in the guide book. This wall now 
offers four high class routes. Gill 
climbed the continuous right
hand crack to give Lumber Jack 
Crack (5.11 c). Hip, Hop, Be, Bop, 
Don't Stop (5.12a) was the work 
of Handren and follows the 
central crack system. Gill and 
Ross thrutched their way up the 
offwidth water groove on the left, 
appropriately naming it The 
Inquisition (5.11 d). In the spring 
of '88, visiting Scotsman Duncan 
McCallum left his mark on many 
of the area's cliffs. On Found, he 
bolted ihe face to the right of The 
Inquisition, putting up the finger
ripping Hanger Lane (5.12b). 

Be warned - all the routes on 
this wall finish with a true 
elephant's arse, which has left 
more than one hopeful frantically 
thrashing on the edge, scratching 
lycra and abdominal suntan 
before being deposited, dejected 
and bloodied, back down the 
route. 

On the main cliff, Baker, Wilson 
and Ross climbed the obvious 
left-hand corner, naming it 
Looking for Goldilocks (5.11 c). 

Crag Y 
Jim Ewing and Paul Boisseneault, 
while searching for Sundown's 
Outback Cliff, got lost but came 
back with smiles, having 
discovered a new cliff to the NW 
of S Face of Haystack Mountain. 
Swearing all co-conspirators to 
secrecy, they spent much of the 
spring and summer of '87 
developing the cliff. Of note are 
Ewing and Boisseneault's classic 
She-Ra (5.10d) which follows a 
system of corners and short roofs 
to the left of the central bay. The 
shallow overhanging crack to the 
right gave Ewing Legions of 
Power (5.11 d). Sword of Omens 
(5.12a) was added by Ewing and 
Hamilton up the arete to the right 
of the central bay. The two pitch 
corner around to the right, Hotel 
California (5.11 a), again fell to 
Ewing and Hamilton. In the same 
area as Sword of Omens, Ewing 
with George Hurley climbed the 
first pitch of a route. He returned 
in August '88 with Hamilton to 
complete the route and so the 
cliff's hardest route, Last Laugh 
(5.12c) came into being. Besides 
the routes mentioned, Crag Y 
offers plenty of good climbing in 
the 5.6 - 5.9 range. 



Sundown Ledge 
Sundown saw plenty of action in 
the spring of '88. The cliff's steep 
walls, capped by huge, jutting 
roofs, provided sanctuary from 
the heaviest downpours, allowing 
the addition of a number of 
popular and strenuous routes in 
what turned out to be a very 
soggy and unclimbable spring on 
most of the area's other cliffs. 

Climbing up the wall to the right 
of the fixed rappel anchor on 
Vultures, Yardley and Ross added 
Carrion (5.11 c). The wall to the 
right of Flirting With Dykes was 
bolted and lead by Handren to 
give the instant classic Eyeless In 
Gaza (5.12b), now deservably the 
most attempted route on the cliff. 
Tits Out For The Lads (5.11 d) was 
added by Gill and Ross up the 
arete to the right. Handren 
brought Unfinished Symphony 
up to 5.12b after the demise of a 
crucial flake. The powerful Steve 
Damboise came up with two good 
routes: first, the popular Romper 
Room (5.12a), through the roof 
and steep headwall to the left of 
Grave Digger; second, the short 
but desperate She's Crafty(5.12d) 
under the huge roof to the right of 
Police and Thieves. McCallum 
bolted the hanging groove to the 
left of Romper Room, naming it 
The Big Pickle. Unfortunately an 
imminent plane flight back to 
Scotland prevented him from 
completing the first ascent. This 
was left to young Gunks climber 
Jason Stern, who renamed the 
route Yellow Matter Custard 
(5.13a). 

Sundown is fast developing 
into one of New Hampshire's 
hottest crags: excellent rock, 
strenuous routes, good 
protection and the ability to climb 
in the worst rainstorms are liable 
to guarantee its popularity in the 
future. 

Woodchuck Ledge 
On the sunny walls of Woodchuck, 
Brad White, with various partners 
has been particularly active. His 
piece de resistance was the very 
fine Terminator (5.11 d) up the 
centre of the Diamond Wall. 
Teaming up with Dick Peterson 
he added The Diamond Edge 
(5.1 0d) up the face and fist crack 
to the left. The same team also 
added Big Bad (5.10) on the wall 
above. Also on the same wall, 
White teamed up with Ian 
Cruikshank and Bruce Luetters to 
free Stone Free at 5.11 d. 

On the overhanging wall above 
Roger's Spire, Neuromancer 
(5.12a) was added by Ewing and 
Hamilton. Then with Alex Alvarez, 
Hamilton climbed Scaler(5.10c) 
to the left of Eiger Vector. 

Humphrey's Ledge 
Activity here has been slow; in 
fact only a single route has been 
added of note, but what a route! 
After earlier attempts by Greg 
Finoff, Handren rebolted the wall 
to the left of Breeze, the result 
being another instant classic in 
the form of Procession (5.12b/c), 
superb face climbing, topped bya 
finger-tweaking crux. 

Whitehorse Ledge 
Here activity has centred around 
the filling in of gaps on the South 
Buttress. Gill and Wilson freed 
Meat Loaf in Motion at 5.11c/d. 
Starting 30 ft. left of Wonderwell's 
second pitch, Gill, Greg 
McCarsland and, quote, 'Some 
Brit', added Veni-VIDI-Wimpi 

Duncan McCal/um on the first ascent of Dry Roasted (5.12d), Cathedral Ledge. Photo: Nick Yardley. 

(5.11 c/d/. Unwanted Guests 
(5.12b/c) follows a line of four 
bolts to the left of Future Shock 
and was climbed by Karl Mall men, 
John Strand and Elaine Aliberti . 

Cathedral Ledge 
Over the last two years Cathedral 
Ledge has seen plenty of action, 
proving that it is far from worked 
out. In the spring of '87, the ever 
active Jim Surette freed Solstice 
at 5.12d, an impressive effort. 
Unfortunately, shortly afterwards, 
Jim suffered severe tendon 
trouble in the shoulder and had to 
be operated on. Hopefully he'll 
soon be back climbing as hard as 
ever. 

In the summer of '87, Scott 

Franklin blasted into the area, 
fresh from the limestone walls of 
France. Looking mighty strong, 
he made the first ascent of the 
impressive arete to the left of the 
top pitch of Liquid Sky, naming it 
the Edge of the World - at 5.13c, 
the area's hardest route. 

On the Barber Wall, Gill and 
McCausland put up the two pitch 
Homicidal Maniac (5.11 c/d) 
between Grim Reaper and 
Asylum, making use of a 
controversial bolt. 

The spring of '88 brought 
controversy with the addition of 
McCallum's difficult Dry Roasted 
(5.12d) on the overhanging wall 
of the Peanut Gallery. The cleaning 

of the route with a chisel to prise 
off some loose flake and the 
reinforcing of others with epoxy 
drew murmurs of disapproval 
from more traditionalist quarters. 
Nonetheless, it still awaits a 
second ascent and has received 
plenty of respect from those who 
have attempted it. 

The most impressive additions 
in '88, however, were the three 
fulr-length routes up the centre of 
the cliff. Starting from the first 
belay on Diagonal, Gill and 
McCausland linked together a 
magnificent three pitch route. 
After a 5.11 d traverse into Grand 
Finale they freed the final two 
pitches of this route at 5.11 c and 

17 



Duncan McCallum attempting Yellow Matter Custard (5. 13a), at 
Sundown Ledge, which later received a first ascent from Jason Stern. 
Photo : Nick Yardley. 

5.11 d (R). After efforts by Gill and White Iceberg (5.11 c, A2), three 
various partners over a two year pitches, to the right of Vertiqo. 
period, all the pitches of Seventh 
Sojourn have now gone free at 
5.12b. This six pitch climb now 
rates as one of the most sustained 
climbs in the area. Ewing and 
Hamilton, after much work, came 
up with their own six pitch route 
when they freed Warlock (5.12b/c). 

The old team of Callaghan and 
Strand had an active summer with 
a number of ground up leads, 
most notable being Reach The 
Sky(5.11c), which follows a clear 
streak past five bolts up and left of 
Airation, and Off the Hook (5 .11 b) 
up the face left of Chicken Delight. 
Gill and Ross were also active on 
the Barber Wall. Ross lead One 
Step Beyond (5.11 c/d) up the face 
right of Nutcracker while Gill lead 
Changing Face (5.11 c/d) left of 
Double 'V'. 
Cannon Cliff 
Cannon was bolted up to date in 
'88 with the addition of three new 
5.12s. First was Gill and Handren 's 
Fall From Grace (5.12b) through 
what they called 'Complete Sleeze 
Euro-tactics' . In contrast Strand 
placed the bolt in Put Your Hands 
On Me (5.12a) on lead using 
hooks. Tom Coe and Phil Brown 
freed the finger crack of Riddler at 
5.12a. Other additions include Ted 
Hammond, Tom Armstrong and 
Brad White's Hierophant Tower 
(5.11 c) on SSS buttress. Rodan 
(5.11) is a free variation of Karrs 
and climbed by White and Jim 
Shimberg. In reversed roles the 
same team climbed Yesiree, The 
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Mount Washington 
On the cool mountain crags in 
Huntington 's Ravine, two new 
routes have been added amidst 
the vast potential for new lines. 
While on a guide book 
promotional tour in '87, Ed 
Webster rope soloed Mechanics 
Route (5.9+ ) up an obvious 
dihedral system on Central 
Buttress. Joining forces with Kurt 
Winkler, Webster also climbed 
The Roof of the World (5.11 R) 
right of Mechanics Route, the 
hardest route on Washington. 

On the parapenting front , the 
area has developed a very active 
'scareforce' of fliers under the 
leadership of Wing Commander 
Bouchard. With the increase in 
numbers, many psychological 
barriers have fallen and it is now a 
common sight to see brightly 
coloured parachutes descending 
from many of the area's cliffs and 
mountains, much to the delight of 
the tourists. Because of the lack of 
landing options in the area it must 
be stressed that flying in the 
White Mountains can be a more 
serious undertaking than many 
other areas in the states. 

Of particular note was John 
Bouchard's winter descent from 
the summit of Mount Washington. 
Four miles later he landed safely 
in the car park at Pinkham Notch, 
certainly a very impressive flight 
to anyone familiar with the 
terrain . 
Nick Yardley 

THE ALPS 

Fine Dry Winter Spell 
WINTER 1988/89 
Winter 88/89, marked by a 
virtually unbroken two-month 
spell of good weather, should go 
down in the annals of 
meteorological peculiarities for 
this century, or at least the past 
ten years. The extreme dryness of 
this sunny spell did little to 
improve the state of the glaciers 
and bergschrunds, though, and 
right upto the end ofFebruarythe 
descent of the Vallee Blanche was 
more like a descent into hell than 
heaven, with walls of pure ice and 
gaping crevasses! 

Oddly enough, some of the ice 
routes stayed in good condition 
(true, the sun is low atthattime of 
year) ; this was the case for the 
North Face of the Droites for 
example, greatly appreciated in 
December and January, and for 
the gullies and couloirs on the 
North Face of the Aiguille du Midi. 

Along with the fast repeat of the 
Japanese Direct on the North Face 
of the Eiger by the Buhler family, 
the best achievements this winter 
were in solo rock climbing - Alain 
Ghersen on the Bonatti Pillar 
'Odru' (as it was called in the 
Dauphine Libere of 12 February) 
and Torno Cesen on the Pilastro 
Rosso (Brouillard) and on the 
Marmolada. 

BERNESE/WESTERN ALPS 
Serial and Linked Routes 
Bernese Oberland 
Erhard Loretan and Andre 
Georges are the Swiss specialists 
for connecting up winter routes. 
Two years ago they linked up an 
impressive 37 summits in 19 days 
in 1986, of which 28 were over 
4000m, in the Vala is Alps. Their 
latest venture, which received a 
great deal of media coverage (in 
Switzerland) was in the Bernese 
Oberland, all on north faces : 
Fiescherhorn (14 January) -
Jungfrau (15)- Monch (16)- Eiger 
(18)- Ebnefluh (19)
Gletscherhorn (20) - Grosshorn & 
Breithorn (21 )- Morgen horn (23)
Weisse Frau + Blumlisalp + 
Frundenhorn (25/26) . Some of 
these routes, such as the North 
Face of the E:iger (climbed in 1 Oh), 
are hard routes; others, such as 
the Weisse Frau, are classic ice 
routes. Descent from the last 
summit was by parapente for 
Erhard Loretan and helicopter for 
Andre Georges. 

Aiguille du Midi, North Face 
On 1st February, Stephane 
Schaffter linked up the ascents of 
the Mallory Route, the Frendo 
Spur, the Chere Couloir and the 
descent of the Co/ du Plan (other 
descents by cable car) . A strong 
southerly wind prevented him 
using the parapente as planned. 
He took 1 0 hours. 

Alain Ghersen made an 
interesting attempt in February: 
he first climbed the Nant Blanc 
Face of the Aiguille Verte, then 
the Shroud on the Grandes 
Jorasses and started up the 
Peuterey Integral (parapente 
between routes) . He was winched 

off the Noire on the Peuterey. 
Media coverage by Ushuai'a. 

Ice or Mixed Winter Routes 
Eiger: North Face 
Very good conditions permitted 
numerous repeats of the classic 
1938 Route, mainly by Swiss 
teams, but also including Dick 
Turnbull and Frank 'The 
Decorator' . 

Mont Blanc: lnominata Ridge 
First winter solo by Christophe 
Profit on 30 January. 

Mont Blanc: Peuterey Integral 
A very rapid ascent of this long 
ridge by Christophe Profit, again 
in 19 hours, from 13h30 on 10 
February to 8h30 on 11 February, 
non stop. 

Mont Maudit: West Face 
First winter ascent of the Grassi 
Route, S.E. Gully (400m) (over 
700m to the summit) by Patrick 
Gabarrou and Thierry Pastore. 
Cool temperatures and hard ice 
the order of the day. 

Mont Blanc du Tacul: 
First winter ascent of the Bodin! 
Affanasieff Gully, West Face, on 
31 January of this big mixed ice 
and rock couloir with difficult 
access, first climbed 15 years ago 
(probably only climbed twice 
since) . Yves Duverney, Patrick 
Gabarrou and Michel Vincent. 
British climbers Dave Green and 
Geraldine Westrupp climbed the 
Gabarrou Couloir in excellent 
C'."'lnditions. 

Mont Maudit: West Face 
First Ascent (therefore first winter 
ascent) of a 500m mixed ice route, 
with hard rock at the top. Olivier 
Besson and Patrick Gabarrou. 

Aiguille de Leschauz: NW Ridge, 
Adolphe Rey Route 1927 
First winter ascent on 16 January, 
after a bivouac at Col de 
Leschaux, by Bruno Musi and 
Giulio Sig no. 21 pitches on ice and 
mixed with rock sections up to 
grade 5. 

North Face of the Pelerins 
Andy Parkin made a solo first 
ascent of a line right of the Nisbet 
Route. 
Grandes Jorasses 
Andy Cave and Dave Heseldon 
made a winter ascent of the Croz 
Spur. 
Courtes 
Other British winter ascents 
included the Shea-Jackson Route 
by Dai Lam pa rd, Bob Wightman 
and Dave Green, with one bivi, 
and the Swiss Route by Dave 
Green and Geraldine Westrupp . 

Winter Rock Routes 
Eiger: North Face 
A very fast winter repeat of the 
Japanese Direct by the Buhler 
brothers at the end of December 
in 2 days (1st day -fixed ropes on 
the Rote Flu he, 2nd day-summit) . 

Brouillard: Pilastro Rosso (Red 
Pillar) 
Winter repeat on 20 January by 



Enric Lucas and Christophe Profit 
of the first of the routes to be put 
up on these beautiful pillars by 
Walter Bonatti and Andrea 
Oggioni (5 and 6 July 1959). 

Yugoslavian ace Torno Cesen 
made the first winter and first solo 
ascent of the very beautiful and 
hard Gabbarrou/Long Route, on 4 
February in 7 hours, with 
excellent conditions. 

Tour des Jorasses: South East 
Face 
Second ascent and first winter 
ascent of the difficult rock route 
Etoiles Fi/antes (first climbed in 
summer 1988) by Francesco 
Arneodo, Piero Brignolo and Elio 
Costa on 29 January. Free to sixth 
belay. Bivouacs at the foot of the 
wall on the way up and down. 

Petit Dru: Point 3280m of 
Flammes de Pierre 
In 1970 P. Belmastro and U. 
Manera climbed a high pillar of 
nearly 600m clearly visible from 
the Charpoua hut (under the 
Pointe Michelle-Micheline). The 
Va/lot gives it VI/A 1, sustained 
and tiring. It is in fact a beautiful, 
classic route, nowadays climbed 
completely free using nuts 
[Hooray!] (max 6a). Herve 
Bouvard and Michel Piola made 
the first winter ascent on 4 
February with a direct variation 
on the line of the pillar on the 
upper part. 

Petit Dru: Bonatti Pillar 
First solo winter ascent of this 
mythical pillar by Alain Ghersen. 
Summit reached on 1st February. 

DOLOMITES 
Marmolada - South Face 
First solo, winter ascent of 
another mythical route, but from 
another age : Les Temps 
Modernes (put up in 1982 by 
Heinz Mariacher and Luisa 
Jovane). Signed : Torno Cesen. 
Time: 7h30. Conditions : The wall 
was dry and very clean 
('Mountain Wilderness ' cleaned it 
up completely last year) . The first 
successful winter climb was by a 
German team in February 1987 
and the first solo climb by 
Maurizio Giordani in the summer 
of 86. 

JULIAN ALPS 
Torno Cesen took advantage of 
good conditions to make four first 
winter ascents in the Julian Alps, 
solo . On the North Face ofTravnik 
he put up Omi Biser (VII - , AO, 
800m) 27.12.88; Sveca (VI, 850m) 
31.12.1988; Zarja, (VII - , A2, 
600m), 12.1.1989 and Crnazajeda 
(VIIINII, 800m), 17.1 .1989. 

At home in Yugoslavia he was 
honoured for both winter and solo 
ascents in 1988, along with Silvo 
Karo and Janez Jeglic for their 
ascent of the South Face of Cerro 
Torre and Ksenija Lenarcic and 
Betka Galicic for their women 's 
ascent of the Salathe Wall. 
Michel Pio/a. 
Patrick Vallenc;;ant Killed 
Patrick Vallen9ant, the 
accomplished French alpinist and 
perhaps the world 's best extreme 
skier, was killed on March 28 in an 
abseiling accident on a small cliff 
in the southern Massif Central. 
More tragedy was to follow, as 
his wife was killed during a 
'Bungie' jump from a tall crane 
ten days later. Further details will 
follow in Mountain 128. 

BRITISH ISLES 

Erratic Season in Scotland 

Graeme Ettie on the first pitch of Directasaur (V), Lost Valley Buttress, 
Glencoe. Photo: Rab Anderson. 

SCOTLAND
WINTER 1988-89 
Almost as the first snows were 
touching the ground, routes were 
being climbed. At the end of 
October a good coverage of snow 
extended wel I down below the 
Cairngorm car park and people 
were even out on skis. This 
exceptionally good spell lasted 
throughout November, but 
unfortunately no longer, and early 
hopes of a good winter were 
quickly dashed. From December 
through to April unusually 
persistent and very high winds 
seemed to carry on unabated and 
although there were frequent falls 
of snow these were followed by 
rapid thaws which often stripped 
right to the top of the hill. 
Conditions came and went with 
great regularity and it was either 
the very persistent or the 
opportunist who managed 
routes . It was a winter noticeable 
for the lack of climbable ice, 
illustrated by the fact that very 
little was actually done on The 
Ben until very late in the season. 
A band of ice seemed to form at 
regular intervals throughout the 

country in the 2,500 - 3,000 foot 
range but only in the North West 
did this ever form enough to 
enable much pure ice climbing to 
be had. In Glen Coe, more ice 
started to form in the Wabe area 
of the Lost Valley than had been 
seen for years but this never had 
the chance to build up. However, 
there was a fair amount of activity 
which was a good effort on the 
part of those concerned and it 
leads one to wonder just how 
much could get done in a good 
winter. 

Glencoe 
On Lost Valley Minor Buttress, 
Rab Anderson and Chris Greaves 
climbed Minor Adjustment, an 
excellent IV up the obvious 
corner/groove to the right of Right 
Edge Route (this route actually 
starts in the middle of the crag) to 
join that route just below the top 
after its upper traverse. Over on 
Lost Valley Buttress Graeme Ettie, 
Rab Anderson and Rob Milne 
climbed a good, direct line 
through Tyrannasaurwith only a 
short section which free climbs 
that route's corner afd pitch in 
common. Directasaur (V) takes 

the obvious buttress just left of its 
crest starting from the toe and 
more than likely corresponds to 
the summer line of Original 
Route. 

Low down on the East Face of 
Aonach Dubh, just after the snow 
fell thick and low, creating 
avalanche danger higher up, Rab 
Anderson, Chris Greaves and 
Alick Williams followed the 
summer line of The Long Crackto 
produce an excellent, sustained, 
technical two pitch V with the 
added attraction of a single abseil 
back to the ground from the tree 
at the top . This was Williams' first 
winter route and he was the only 
one not to fall off or suffer from 
cold hands. Mark Miller has 
climbed a new VI in the Evening 
Citizen area on North Buttress in 
Stob Coire Nan Lochan, taking a 
line some 40ft left of People's 
Friend (VIVI). Dai Lampard and 
partner are also thought to have 
made an ascent of the excellent 
Central Grooves (VI) . 

Further up the glen on the 
Buachaille in the rather obscure 
little Stob Coire Altruim, Simon 
Richardson climbed the buttress 
left of Centre Gully to give Dream 
Topping (Ill), a short route with a 
frightening cornice exit. 

Ben Nevis 
Generally a very poor season for 
the majority due to the lack of ice. 
However, those who stuck it out 
were rewarded in April when 
about a dozen of more routes 
such as those on the Orion Face, 
Hadrians Wall/Sickle, Point 5, 
Psychedelic Wall area were in 
good condition and looked like 
staying that way into May; in fact 
Vanishing Gully was still in 
condition on April 16. To illustrate 
this, a good day's soloing enabled 
Willie Todd to climb five V's: 
Astral Highway, Point Five, Sickle, 
Psychedelic Wall and one other. 

There was very little in the way 
of anything new; however, early 
in the season Robin Clothier and 
Chris Cartwright climbed a good 
IV when they followed a groove 
leftwards from the foot of Central 
Gully towards South Gully and 
then up a chimney. Tramp (IV) by 
Mal Duff and Rick Nowack is three 
new pitches right of Green Gully 
before finishing up Aphrodite and 
on Moonlight Gully Buttress the 
summer line of Gaslightgave Duff 
and Rick Paisley a Ill/IV. 

Later in the season Clothier and 
Cartwright climbed an obvious 
line between Psychedelic Wall 
and Shot In The Dark to give 
Satanic Phrases (IV IV) and then in 
the company of Neil Wilson 
recorded a direct finish to 
Psychedelic, bits of which are 
known to have been done before, 
by climbing directly up above the 
upper slab. This threesome also 
repeated Diana, finding it to be 
only IV and not the VI recorded. 
Clothier, in the company of 
George McEwan, repeated Ke/lets 
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on Gardyloo Buttress, reporting it 
as brilliant. Dai Lam pa rd is 
thought to have done Interstellar 
Overdrive in mid season and 
Albatross was climbed by a 
Nevisport team in April. Clothier 
has now just about run out of 
routes to climb on the Ben (a fairly 
impressive feat), which is why 
he's just the person to have as a 
co-author for the new guide, and 
in future years will no doubt find it 
hard to occupy himself in April 
when the Ben is the only hill 
holding ice! 

Aonach Mor/Aonach Beag 
Most of the activity here has been 
on the wel I-vegetated granite East 
Face of Aonach Mor in Co ire An 
Loch a in where the base of the 
cliffs lie above 1000m, meaning 
that the coire comes into 
condition quickly and can be 
relied upon most weekends. The 
coire is sheltered from westerly 
gales, which is handy, especially 
with a winter such as we've just 
had with almost continuous 
winds from that direction, 
although emerging onto the 
plateau into the wind made the 
descent a harrowing experience. 
The routes are between 300 and 
450 feet long and with the ski 
development of the hill to take 
place in the near future the 
present 2-3 hour approach will be 
reduced to a matter of minutes: 
Fort William's answer to the 
Northern Corri es! 

Norwind (111), from last winter, 
was the first recorded route but 
Simon Richardson and Roger 
Everett adopted a systematic 
approach this year, working along 
the coire and climbing the more 
appealing lines. Routes are 
thought to abound in the Ill / IV 
bracket but it is unlikely that there 
will be many harder routes. 

Starting from the north, the first 
major gully is Jet Stream (IV); to 
its left is Force 70 Buttress, an 
excellent Ill, and to it's left is Icicle 
Gully (111). Just left again is 
Grooved Arete (IV) - the narrow 
arete with a superb crux pitch up 
a steep, technical corner. There is 
then a further 300 feet of cliff 
before three deep gullies are 
reached: Right Twin (11), 
Forgotten Twin (1/11) and Left Twin 
(111). To the left is Central Buttress, 
the highest section of the crag, 
and last year's route Norwind(III), 
which takes a series of grooves 
up the crest, is probably the 
classic of the crag. To its right a 
prominent left-facing corner in 
the slabby wall is taken by 
Typhoon (IV), climbed on a day 
when wind speeds of 138 mph 
were recorded! The right arete of 
the buttress overlooking Left Twin 
has a series of overhangs in its 
upper section through which 
Hurricane Arete (V) finds an 
intricate way with a very 
sustained and technical second 
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pitch to give a superb route. Left 
of Central Buttress a wide gully 
with a steep headwall exit gives 
Tunnel Vision (111). Further left 
other teams got in on the action 
with George Armstrong, S. 
Richards, C. Miller and J. Owens 
climbing Temperance Union 
Blues(III) up a deep cleft and ramp 
line whilst at the very southern 
end of the corrie Roger Webb and 
Chris Rice climbed Hidden Gully 
(11), an attractive, narrow, twisting 
couloir. 

Over on the west side of Aon a ch 
Mor, directly under the summit, 
two routes were climbed by 
Everett, Richardson and Nick 
Barrett up well-defined granite 
ridges : Western Rib (111) and Daim 
Buttress (111) are both over 1500 
feet long and provide excellent 
mountaineering routes, easy in 
the grade. 

Aonach Beag's East Face was 
also paid a visit by the latter 
mentioned party where they 
climbed the crest of the buttress 
taken by The Ramp to give 
Blinkers Buttress (IV). Also near 
this and left of The Ramp, Steve 
Kennedy and partner climbed the 
right angled corner line at IV. 

On the N.E. Face of Aonach 
Beag the obvious icefall well right 
of Royal Pardon, which is the first 
one met on the right descending 
the gully, gave Robin Clothier and 
Chris Cartwright Stand and 
Deliver (IV) and left of this a 
smaller fall gave Simon 
Richardson and Roger Webb 
Sellout (111) by starting up 
Whiteoutthen going left. 

North West 
FuarTholl 
The Mainreachan Buttress, which 
at best could be desribed as a 
huge, leaning tombstone of loose 
sandstone, is a very difficult crag 
to catch in condition due to its 
steepness, windward exposure 
and relatively low altitude - there 
also has to be enough freeze and 
ice to cement the holds in place! 
However, the incredibly steep 
righthand section of the face 
around the central cornerline 
weakness of Snoopy was a 
stupendous looking challenge 
and had been the centre of some 
attention over the past few years. 
Martin Moran had been on it twice 
last year, once with Andy Nisbet 
when they failed just short of 
easier ground leading to the top. 
Rab Anderson had been to the 
foot of the route twice, once 
seeing it strip in an incredibly 
rapid thaw and tl;ie other when 
there was no snow to be seen on 
the face at all. Mick Fowler was 
also an interested party. It was the 
man living just down the road, 
Martin Moran, who finally got the 
route in the company of Simon 
Jenkins. Reach for the Sky (VI) is 
said to offer superb climbing 
which although never desperate 
is in a serious, intimidating 

situation with spectacular 
exposure. The route follows the 
obvious central ramp of Snoopy 
to beneath a steep corner and 
breaks out left by a narrow ledge 
to reach finishing grooves by 
steep, mixed ground. 

Around the corner on the east 
face a big corner system to the left 
of Sleuth is taken as far as the 
halfway terrace by the summer 
line Nimrod and Rab Anderson 
and Rob Milne followed this, then 
carried on up the obvious upper 
continuation gained after a short 
traverse, Mainline Connection (V). 

Over on the South East Cliff 
Martin Moran and I. Dring took an 
uncompromising line between 
Tho/I Gate and Evasion Grooves 
by following an obvious corner 
and icy grooves after starting up 
the latter route to produce The 
Ayatollah, a superb VI. 

Sgorr Ruadh 
On the North Face of Raeburns 
Buttress and starting opposite the 
mouth of the gully separating the 
face from easy ground on the 
right is a shallow bay leading to a 
steep corner crack; this is down 
the gully from Ruadh Awakening 
- Simon Jenkins and Martin 
Moran took this line to get First 
Blood(IV). 

On Rae burns Buttress itself 
Martin Moran and P. Potter 
climbed Raeburns Superdirect, 
an excellent IV, mainly on ice, 
which follows the prominent 
slanting chimney line directly 
through the broad frontal face of 
the lower buttress and on up to 
the top. 

Back up on the North Face the 
obvious wide chimney fault up 
the gully from First Blood gave 
Steve Aisthorpe, Paul Yardley and 
Nick Forwood a V which took 
them a long time to climb due to a 
very heavy coverage of snow. 

Beinn Bhan 
The 'big' event here was Martin 
Moran's eight and a quarter hour 
continuous solo traverse of Co ires 
Feola, Poite and Fhamhair, 
utilising the natural terrace and 
ledge lines. Graded IV and 
involving over 9000 feet of 
climbing, this is a magnificent 
expedition, likely to be the longest 
winter route in the country, 
probably longer, harder and more 
continuous than Crab Crawl on 
Meagaidh. Excellent conditions 
were encountered with hard neve 
on anything above 50° in angle 
and good frozen turf enabling the 
crucial sections to be negotiated. 
Since the route is highly 
susceptible to windslab and 
threatened by overhead cornices 
throughout, careful assessment 
of conditions is required. The 
traverse starts at the top of Easy 
Gully above Co ire Na Feola at a 
horizontal terrace. Two short 
abseils were required in the area 
between March Hare and 

Madhatters Gullies and, although 
continuously exposed, the 
traverse of Giants Wall offers 
memorable climbing across 
spectacular territory, some of it 
on hands and knees! The route is 
aptly named Das Rheingold. 

Moran, this time with a partner, 
I. Dring, climbed Flesheater (V), a 
prominent diagonal fault line on 
the Caire Na Feola backwall on 
the steep cliff right of Easy Gully 
and between Sheet Whitening 
and the hanging snowfield of 
Crab Nebula. Good climbing, 
mainly dependent on turf. 

Liathach 
Strangely enough this is one of 
the few areas with routes on pure 
ice to come into condition this 
year, and a number of routes 
'formed up' and stayed that way 
for a while. 

In Caire Dubh Beag, Grahame 
Nicoll and Stan Pearson arrived 
to find Steve Kennedy and partner 
on a new route starting up smears 
just left of Footless Gully, so they 
took a more direct line to the left 
to link up with the upper pitches 
of the first line, via an obvious icy 
right facing corner previously 
dismissed by the other pair. This 
gave a route of IVN compared 
with the Kennedy route at V. On 
the same day, Pete Long and 
Barry Owen climbed the buttress 
between Beag Pardon and Access 
Gully at Ill/IV. Mick Fowler and Jon 
Lincoln climbed the obvious ice 
fall 50ft right of Headless Gully 
(Beag lcefa/1, IV). 

In the adjacent Co ire Dubh Mor, 
many routes formed and received 
ascents, notable of which were 
Robin Clothier's ascent of Salmon 
Leap, Poachers Fall, Snow Goose 
and Umbrella Fall with Chris 
Cartwright, and on Easter 
Saturday, Brain Drain with 
George McEwan. All are reported 
as being 'quite nice', with 
accurate grades and good belays, 
Salmon Leap coming out best. 

Beinn Eighe - Coire Mhic 
Fhearchair 
Capitalising on his extensive 
summer and winter knowledge of 
this crag, Andy Nisbet added 
another trio of good hard routes 

· to the Central Wall. Early in the 
season, when the snowline 
dropped down very low for a brief 
spell, he nipped in to climb the 
summer line of Pateys Direct 
Route with Paul Yardley, to 
produce an excellent V with one 
rest point. This would seem to 
indicate that this crag merely 
needs a brief freeze and dump of 
snow to come into condition. 
Nisbet returned later in the 
season with Brian Davison, to 
climb a line based on Condor 
Crack to give Flight of the Condor 
(VI), which has an unprotected 
offwidth crux solved by Davison, 
with outward-facing contortions. 



They also climbed a line left of 
Fu/mar Chimneys in the vicinity 
of Assegai at V. 

Beinn Dearg 
A new IV was climbed here by 
Steve Aisthorpe and John Lyall. 
Further details will no doubt 
emerge. 

Cairngorms 
At the end of October in Caire 
an-t-Sneachda, Rab Anderson 
and Chris Greaves added a direct 
start to Fluted Buttress Direct by 
following the Shallow groove just 
left of Cruising; Sax Appeal (IV) . 
Also here on The Mess of Pottage 
a IVN was added to the right of 
The Message by John Lyall and 
Steve Spalding. 

Over in Caire An Lochain, 
Anderson and Greaves added a 
direct line up the crest of the 
buttress left of Central Crack 
Route to produce Torque of the 
Devil (V), a route with a short but 
vicious second pitch for its crux. 
On Ewen Buttress Anderson, 
Grahame Nicoll and Rob Milne 
climbed the obvious line up the 
right edge of the buttress 
overlooking the Left Branch of Y
Gully by following the square-cut 
chimney right of The Overseer to 
join that route and then finish 
directly up the continuation 
chimney. Overseer moves out 
left . The resultant route, The 
Hoarmaster(V), is very good. Just 
to the right the obvious corner 
was followed by Anderson and 
Greaves to give a more sustained 
outing, Hookers Corner (V), with 
the same finish as Hoarmaster. 
During this ascent Andy Nisbet 
was spotted checking out Bulgy 
when the mists parted ; however, 
having been seen, Nisbet made 
sure he got the route by returning 
whentheweathernextallowed: it 
route was climbed with Jonathon 
Preston, is given VNI, and has a 
particularly hard and serious 
section around the roof above the 
belay. Fall Out Comerreceived its 
third ascent at the hands of 
Graeme Ettie and Ian Marriot, 
who confirmed its excellent 
quality. 

Over on the Shelter Stone the 
second ascent of Citadel was 
finally made by Andy Nisbet and 
Chris Forrest towards the end of 
March. They found it to be hard 
and sustained. The route still 
awaits a completely free ascent 
since aid was used on the low crux 
which has been climbed free 
during the ascent of Citadel 
Winter Variation. 

Up on Caire Sputan Dearg, 
Patey's original line on the Black 
Tower gave an excellent technical 
V to Simon Richardson and Geoff 
Hornby at the end of October. The 
previous winter ascent avoided 
the crux pitches by taking a line to 
the right. Amethyst Pillarfell to 
Andy Nisbet and Andy Black at V. 
Rab Anderson 

ISSUES 

Water Privatisation: 60 Crags Threatened 

The Government's 
implementation of the Water 
Privatisation Bill has, according 
to the BMC, raised a threat to 
access unprecedented in Britain 
since the war. Over 60 crags in 
England and Wales will be 
affected and the upland 
environment may be radically 
changed as thousands of acres of 
Water Authority land are sold . The 
proposals have provoked 
universal opposition among 
outdoor bodies, including the 
British Mountaineering Council. 

The proposals were first put 
forward in a White Paper during 
the last term of the Government 
in 1986, when they offered so little 
protection for consumers and 
provoked such enormous outrage 
that the Government was forced 
to think again. The BMC at this 
stage, in its single paragraph 
response, stated that because of 
the effect on access and 
conservation it was simply totally 
opposed to privatisation plans. 

However, the Government 
persisted with plans for 
privatisation in its 1987 election 
manifesto and progressed with 
them immediately following its 
June re-election . They altered 
their plans to create a watchdog 
known as the National Rivers 
Authority, which was claimed to 
mean better protection for 
consumers. In a 50+ page 
consultation document only two 
pages were devoted to recreation. 
Access received no mention at all. 

In view of the daunting size of 
the Government's majority it was 
by this time clear to the BMC that 
the proposals would go ahead, 
and they and other voluntary 
organisations, such as the 
Ramblers Association, Council 
for National Parks, RSPB, CPRE 
and CCPR adopted a rather more 
pragmatic, but still resolute, 
approach. 

Following the consultation on 
the National Rivers Authority and 
responses by the BMC and other 
bodies in opposition, the progress 
of the Bill slowed down. This was 
until the late autumn of 1988, 
when the Bill was due for a 
Second Reading in the House of 
Commons. It was subject to a very 
short debate and has progressed 
(or, better put, regressed) very 
rapidly since. 

About a month prior to the 
reading, an informal consortium 
was set up by the BMC, Ramblers 
Association, Open Spaces 
Society, Council for National 
Parks, RSPB and others to have 
amendments made to a draft of 
the Bill which had been leaked. A 
flicker of confidence was growing 
at this stage. All the above bodies 
were able to present a united and 
relatively organised response at a 
major gathering of the 
representatives of those affected 
by the Bill (which meant the whole 
nation), convened by the Shadow 

The crags affected include: 

Lake District 
Castle Rock - Thirlmere 
Raven Crag - Thirlmere 
Iron Crag - Thirlmere 
Gowther Crag - Swindale 

Lancashire and Cheshire 

Anglezarke 
Leicester Mill 
Cadshaw 
Brownstones 
Pexhill 
Wilton 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Environment Minister, Dr Jack 
Cunningham, in the House of 
Commons. 

This confidence was quickly 
shattered when the draft of the 
Bill was officially released . It 
contained provisions which 
meant: 

a) Privatised water authorities 
would only be required 'to have 
regard to' or 'take account of' 
public rights of access, rather than 
have a clear duty to do so. 

b) If and when land was sold 
off or transferred to a subsidiary 
company, it would not even be 
subject to the need 'to have 
regard to' or 'take account of' 
access requirements. 

c) Water authorities were 
tacitly encouraged to charge for 
recreation in a clause which 
stated that 'nothing stops them 
charging for recreation' . 

A smaller consortium of the 
BMC, RA, OSS and YHA put 
forward an amendment at the 
Committee stage of the Bill which 
would have placed a clear duty on 
the water authorities and their 
subsidiaries to protect access, on 
the lines of the Manchester and 
Birmingham Corporation Acts 
passed at the turn of the century. 

Despite the Government's 
failure to answer the arguments 
put forward in support of this 
amendment by the opposition 
parties, they were able to reject it 
due to the majority which they 
held . However, during the 
process of the debate, the 
Environment Minister Michael 
Howard, who is himself a QC, 
made statements on the legal 
interpretation of public access 
which were later admitted by him 
to be wrong. 

Some small amendments will 
therefore be made which will, 
ironically, protect to some extent 
land once owned by Manchester 
and Birmingham Corporations. 
Nevertheless the main threats, 

Yorkshire 
Widdop 

Peak District 
Raven stones 
Dovestones 
Dovestone Quarries 
Laddow 
Tintwhistle Knarr 
Shining Clough 

Snowdonia 
Castell Cidwm 

now the Bill is at the House of 
Lords, remain. 

These are probably the most 
important crags involved, but are 
only a handful of the total number 
of about 60 listed in a schedule 
being prepared by the BMC. In 
addition to crags, huge areas of 
upland such as Thirlmere and 
Haweswater in the Lake District, 
the Forest of Bowland in the 
Pennines, Kinder and Bleaklow in 
the Peak District, the Carneddau 
and the Rhinogs in Snowdonia, 
the Elan Valley in Mid-Wales and 
the Brecon Beacons are potentially 
to be sold off and afforested or 
subjected to developers' scorn 
for their wild beauty and natural 
charm. 

As the Bill goes to the Lords, 
outdoor bodies are continuing to 
campaign to protect their rights 
and the hard-fought concessions 
they have gained over the years. 
A schedule of sites of interest to 
climbers and mountain walkers 
will, when completed, be 
published by the BMC. By 
publicising this schedule it is 
intended to hold the Government 
to their claim, ie that access to 
crags and hills will be unaffected. 
Crag and mountain visitors are 
being strongly urged to inform 
the BMC of any changes they 
come across at any of the above 
locations. If significant, the BMC 
will present them to the 
Government and remind them of 
their claims. 

Chairman of the Peak District 
National Park, John Beadle (who 
would normally be recognised by 
climbers as an establishment 
figure), when asked if he trusted 
the Government's plans, said in 
this case 'I don't'. This 
correspondent, for one, feels the 
same. 
Bill Wright 
(Access Officer, BMC) 

INFO CONTINUED ON PAGE 44 
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TRANGO EXTREMES 
by Voytek Kurtyka 

Translated by Adam Czarniecki 

On June 1st, after almost two years of 
preparation , Erhard and I met at the 
Gatmells Hotel in Rawalpindi . 

After cheerful greetings we fell silent, feel
ing awkward. The air throbbed with heat as 
we gazed at each other, acutely aware of 
being left solely to our own devices , just the 
two of us , right there in the middle of Asia. 

On 20th June , after a six-day march , we 
reached the Dunge glacier, which branches 
in a bright arc from the black mass of the 
Baltoro glacier and skirts the shiny towers 
of Trango from the east. Atop a sublime 
moraine at more than 4,000 metres , we set 
up our base camp. The view from there 
opened up to the numerous rocky profiles of 
the Trango massif, and above showed the 
tower called by some Nameless. 'What a 
strange name! ' I wondered, dissatisfied.· 

Rightwards from the Tower , on the far 
side of the valley, a rock and ice face shut off 
the world with a luminous barrier. When we 
confronted this view for the first time , I 
noted the admiration in Erhard's face, 
while the eyes of Sajid, our Liaison officer, 
expressed amazement and awe. Sajid, an 
artillery captain, weighed about 230lb and 
came from the hot, wet plains of Punjab. 
This astonishing world of rocks filled him 
with terror. H~ was totally unable to grasp 
the meaning of that bright expanse. 

'What's the point of those cliffs?' he 
asked, quite in earnest, full of wonder. 
And, after a while, with equal earnestness, 
he added: 'Voytek, couldn't ope somehow 
dispose of all those glaciers? Maybe melt 
them away?' When he saw my surprise, he 
tried to explian, 'You see, these glaciers 
oppress me. They are intolerable . I am not 
prepared for them. It's quite different with 
men like you, you know. I, in my own way , 
feel good in a tight steel tank at 50 degrees 
C.' Then he fell silent, sad and miserable . 

Ghulam, our kitchen boy, was different. 
Raised in a mountain village between 
Nanga Parbat and the Indus Valley , the 
passing shadow of a cloud above the camp 
inspired no fear in his rugged features . 

The next day, we set of towards the 
Tower. The seemingly flat and blank 
surface of the glacier was furrowed with 
innumerable ice runnels in which clear 
streamlets shimmered. Every now and then 
deep-muffled moans came up from deep 
inside the glacier. In the deadly silence the 
purl of water blended with the glistening 
light which skimmed zigzagging along the 
glassy streams. This vast, clear space, hem
med in on all sides with bright barrier walls , 
was quickened by a pale flickering which 
filled the emptiness around us the way vege
tation fills a rich garden. Two thousand 
metres above us hovered the great golden 
obelisk of Trango. Incalculably higher, a 
small stray cloud enveloped the upper walls 
of the peak , tirelessly trying to shake loose 
from the grip of that sheer mass of rock. 

Hours slipped by. The sweeping reaches 
of the walls successively took on and lost a 
metallic glint. We were unable to tear our 
gaze away from the Tower as our enthralled 
eyes kept darting inexorably higher ; to 
where the obelisk, like a golden sword, split 

22 

Above: Sunrise on Trango Tower (right) during the approach. Opposite Page: High on the 
East Face , towards the Big Dihedrals , seen from the Big Ledge during the 1986 attempt. 
All photos: Voytek Kurtyka collection. 

the blue sky. Erh,ard was whispering some
thing to himself. I felt weary and dazed. 
Somewhere inside me a trembling started, 
followed by a sense of quiet despair. I felt 
close to something extraordinary, and yet I 
could not even reach out with my hand 
toward it. Indeed , there is no name for 'It'. 
Truly Nameless ... 

A preliminary sorting our of gear gave us 
quite a fright. On a granite boulder we laid 
out the complete gear for a two-week foray 
- a trifle (330lb) of food and equipment. 
Amid this pile , Erhard's slight figure 
appeared dismally frail. Erhard weighs only 
130lb. The base of the tower lay 1,200 
metres above the camp and, assuming two 
trips , this would mean a load of over SOlb 
per back , one of which, Erhard'.s, had 
already been broken twice: once in an 
avalanche on the Monch in February 1987, 
and again later that summer in a parachuting 
accident. With unbelieving eyes, we stared 
at that huge collection of items. 

At that moment the Trango Tower 
seemed more remote than it had appeared 
when viewed from Europe. A quick 
rationalisation resulted in a load of about 
701b each per carry. 

As I contemplated these four great beasts 
that lay dumped on the ground, I could for
see the excruciating ordeal of that journey, 
and I fretted. I fretted over the state of 
Erhard's back and the continual look of 
misery on the Captain's face. What would 
happen if he should break down and run 
away from that rocky wilderness back to the 
mango groves for which he yearned? Then , 
no doubt , the kitchen boy, too , would 
refuse to stay on alone and the abandoned 
base camp would soon fall prey to the por
ters who roamed the countryside ... 

So we did our best to make the Captain's 
life there enjoyable, filling it with music and 
spoiling him with good food . How far more 
humane small expeditions seem to be com
pared to the big ones, which are often so 
dominated by wolfish competitiveness , I 
mused . 

At midnight , on June 23rd, we set out 
with the 'Beasts' towards the base of the 
Tower , with the intention of climbing 
higher up to the Big Ledge which runs 
across the lower section of the face. With 
nightfall the glacier turned still, the murmur 
of water died down and the walls became 
mute . Sporadically a dry snap would echo 
across the ice, cutting in half our slumbering 
thoughts . 

I found it difficult to fathom Erhard's 
feelings toward our backbreaking loads. My 
actions must have clearly betrayed my 
wavering spirits and uncertainty , but that 
small man was steadfastly silent, which only 
aggravated my worry. At dawn a cold 
northerly wind rose, breathing a deep chill 
into us . High above us the sunlight brought 
the Nameless Tower into gleaming relief, 
and it seemed to swell against the pale sky 
like an immense , bright figure , and in that 
direction our increasing weariness flew for 
temporary relief. 

The final several hundred metres became 
an agonizing ordeal. The pitiless 'Beast' was 
the source of an intolerable pain in the nape 
and back , and it became more and more 
difficult to get round the fatigue. There 
remained only pain and thirst, both equally 
unsatisfying . How strange it was to find that 
they tasted so much alike! 

An hour ahead of me, Erhard reached a 
rock and ice step at the very base of the 
Tower, and sat there waiting for me. 'Hey, 





Above: Looking up the Fantastic Crack. Below Left: Aiding the double crack. Below Right: The line of the Kurtyka/Loretan Route on the 
East Face of Trango Tower. Opposite: Loretan at the bivouac. 
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Voy', he greeted me. 
His presence made me stronger. It was 

nine in the morning. We had touched the 
rocks of the Nameless Tower. 

The base of the East Face forms a big but
tress rising up from a snowy ridge with a 
rocky support. The -wide wall of that but
tress is divided by a slanting diedre. One of 
its overhanging sides tapers upwards gradu
ally and bends over until it becomes a 
straight dihedral which finally arches up to a 
sharp projection on the crest of the buttress. 
The dihedral then splits into many parallel 
cracks which slant to the left, along the crest 
of the buttress. 

Despite our weariness, we started up the 
East Face that same day. Two rope lengths 
brought us to the projection, where we fixed 
the first rope before rappelling to the 
bivouac at the base of the wall. Next day we 
climbed the awkward slanting cracks which, 
here and there, widened into black over
hanging niches filled with icicles. As we 
approached the Big Ledge the cracks 
became oval, slippery grooves streaming 
with melt water from the ledge: flared and 
difficult to protect. 

To the left of us streams of water 
cascaded down a gloomy black and yellow 
chimney. Above us the rock gleamed with 
thin rippling sheets of water which soaked 
into our every piece of clothing. Just 
beneath the Big Ledge the cracks were filled 
with mud and my nervously jamming feet 
kept slipping. Finally, after a few panicky 
moves, I made it onto the ledge. 

The Big Ledge is the only place ori the 
wall which allows for a fairly comfortable 
stay, so we planned to bivouac here later 
and then, day by day, struggle upward, 
returning at night to a cosy nest. This time, 
however, we just dumped the ropes and, 
with the image of the rock face in our 
hearts, returned to camp where the remain
ing Beasts and the Captain of Artillery 
awaited us. 

The company of the kitchen boy and the 
officer had an enlivening effect on us. Up in 
the mountains we often kept silent, but 
down here we would gladly discuss trivia. 
Copies of Time and Newsweek, scattered 
around the place, told of elegant people and 
various wars. Erhard recalled his adven
turous quest to raise money for the expedi
tion: ' I enter a big steel and glass building, 
with comfortable corridors and inviting, 
soft, leather chairs. Someone smiles politely 
at me. The lift carries me quietly up to a 
luxurious office where, on the other side of 
a black, shiny desk , a lily-fresh gentleman 
sits back in a black armchair and smiles 
strangely. Suddenly, I remember that I'm 
wearing an earring. I tell the man clumsily 
about a certain mountain in Pakistan and a 
certain Pole. The smart gentleman listens 
kindly, with the same enigmatic smile on his 
lips. Finally his attention falters, and he 
starts busying himself with some papers. 
Then he says , "Well, I can ' t help you as 
much as I wish ... " and hands me a cheque 
for three thousand dollars.' 

On July 2nd, at midnight again, we struck 
out toward the Trango Tower, only this 
time we intended to stay. 

In the evening, completely exhausted, as 
the black shadow of the Tower fell across 
the Dunge glacier far below, we scooped 
out , in the steep snowfield, a platform which 
from now on would be our home. 

Above the Big Ledge, the East Face 
spreads with wide walls; a big horizontal 
roof on the left was split by a fairly small 
crack , but above it the crack gradually dis
appeared into a completely smooth wall. 
The impeccable surface of the bulging rock 

seemed a precise and perfect creation. Only 
much higher up did a mysterious shadow, or 
what looked like a streak , appear , leading 
to the two marvellous Big Dihedrals , which 
were separated by a rocky flake. Each of the 
dihedrals was capped by a massive layer of 
roofs. Above them , the blue space of the 
sky and white cloud touched the grey rock. 
They belonged to remote and unknown 
areas higher up , but every now and again , 
bits of ice would shoot off from there and 
come zipping past us, as though controlled 
by a malign will. 

Tension and anxiety mounted with the 
early morning hours, alleviated only by an 
unexpected encounter with a small hairy 
flower growing in a niche. I took heart from 
finding a living thing in such a hostile place 
and renewed my efforts. 

The day we reached the Big Dihedrals 
had a special significance for me . For the 
first time in twenty-one years of climbing I 
took a fall whilst leading in the real 
mountains. Actually, it happened twice . I 
was quietly proud of this fact until I asked 
Todd Skinner, much later, how many falls 
he had taken during the free ascent of the 

Salathe Wall. Todd whistled and replied, 
'Well about one hundred and fifty, I think!' 
'What a miserable climber I am,' I thought , 
ashamed. 

And yet, those two apparently innocent, 
three-to-four metre falls were a clear 
warning to me. Both were very painful, 
leaving me with a badly bruised elbow, 
sprained thumb and totally skinned knuckles. 
After the fall, curling up from pain, I clung 
to the rock. Far below a cloud shadow passed 
across the Dunge glacier. A great silence 
filled the air and the surrounding vast space 
seemed depressingly empty. 'What a desol
ate and dead place it is!', I thought. 'What is 
the point of those cliffs?', the Captain's 
words echoed. Why all this striving? From 
under the overhang, Erhard's muffled voice 
carried up to me, 'Are you all right?' 

The nagging pain cased slowly, but at the 
same time a sense of despair grew in me. 
The sight of my bleeding fingers reminded 
me of my Tatra friend, Teddy, who, blinded 
with blood after a dangerous fall. and think
ing mistakenly that he had lost his eye, cried 
'Oh God, I've lost it!' and then, in anger , 
'Oh fuck it! I will make it with one eye 1' 

So , ignoring my bleeding fingers and the 
accursed elbow , I moved on with heavy 

heart. To my joyous surprise, the mysterious 
streak proved to be the beginning of a hidden 
crack which soon led me to the Big Dihedral. 
So when, that evening in the diedre, I un
expectedly fell off the second time at a fairly 
easy spot , we drew the line and rapelled to 
the comfort of the bivi ledge. 

Next day, Erhard quickly finished the 
remaining section of the lower dihedral. Its 
deep interior breathed a chilling cold. The 
side walls were covered with dark patches of 
ice. In a dusky recess under the triangular 
roof, a strange ball of snow hung, formed by 
the eddying wind, and resembling the 
abode of some creature . Erhard bypassed 
the snowy ball on its left side and presently 
disappeared beyond the overhangs. Every 
once in a while, a single cry in French would 
drift down. At first I thought Erhard was 
furious with the cumbersome and unmanage
able gear, but it turned out that the close
lipped man was expressing admiration. 

The dihedral above him rose up in succes
sive roofs until, over the last of them, a 
broad and marvellous view opened out , 
leading up toward the overhanging vault of 
the Upper Dihedral. A typical off-width 
crack ran irregularly up toward it across a 
uniformly compact slab. Erhard climbed it, 
alternately jamming one of our biggest-sized 
Friends higher and higher. Using only nuts 
and Friends, he reached the top of the Upper 
Dihedral that afternoon. The fixed rope 
hung from there in a wide, sweeping arc, as 
we rappelled a full 250 metres back to the 
Big Ledge. 

The weather changed unexpectedly over
night. We woke up to find ourselves heavily 
snow-bound. The snow was still falling at 
dawn, wet and sticking even to the vertical 
wall. We did not know whether it would ever 
clear up. Fortunately, it improved by noon, 
so we scrambled immediately out of our 
snow-buried bivouac and started jumaring 
up the ropes which dangled from the Big 
Dihedrals above. 

Above the Upper Dihedral distinctly nar
rower fissures slanted up leftwards. Soon, 
more cracks appeared in the rock , and the 
wall began to lose its monolithic character. 
It meant that we had arrived at the Pyramid 
which, seen from a distance, forms a clear 
triangular outline of broken rocks and 
snowy points. 

We had now used up all our fixed ropes, 
so any further progress would mean moving 
our bivouac higher and retrieving the ropes 
from below. To make matters worse, the 
smooth, bulging wall above the Pyramid 
looked formidable and inaccessible. 

Meanwhile, it started snowing again and 
a cold wind sprung up . Tired, shivering and 
totally soaked , I tugged at a jammed rope. 
High above, as far as the eye could see, a 
solid yellow wall stretched, like the smooth 
surface of a golden shield, without even a 
crack or groove, and no promise of a bivouac 
site. Was it the end of the route? Eventually 
the blizzard engulfed that disheartening 
view as we abseiled down the dark, grey, 
snowy precipice back to the Big Ledge. 

That night the snowstorm continued 
unabated. Little by little the snow was closing 
in on us from all sides. The damp, dreary 
early morning hours brought the rumble of 
avalanches crashing down somewhere in 
the gloomy void below us. The wall became 
plastered with snow. As the hours trickled 
by we grew doubtful, fearing that any 
further determination and tenacity on our 
part would prove sheer folly. Finally, it 
tlawned on us that moist snow here was 
probably falling as rain slightly lower down, 
so we had no good reason to fear 
avalanches. That deduction made it easier 
to finally turn back to Base Camp. 



Above: Loretan in the lower Big Dihedral. 
Below: Starting the Upper Dihedral. 

The Dunge glacier showed signs of spring. 
Here and there , between the stones , small 
blue flowers sprang forth. The air was thick 
with moisture. The wet walls gave off vapour 
and dark , greyish-blue mists rolled over the 
black humps of the Baltoro Glacier. Each 
moment at the camp was a pleasure. The 
lavish , unhurried meals in the cosy kitchen 
tent were comforting. I sat silently with 
Erhard , absorbed in our favourite music. I 
could feel a quiet joy , inspired by his 
company. 

We considered possible ways of arrang
ing contact between the base camp and the 
summit wall and , at long last, decided that 
short, repeated flashes over a long period 
signified alarm , while a long , continuous 
light would mean things were going all right. 
'So , if you keep flashing , I will come to your 
rescue ,' the Captain said reassuringly . 
'Exactly , Sajid ,' we replied. The Captain was 
delighted. 

Two days later the dark clouds parted to 
reveal a snow-plastered Tower and a clear 
view of the Pyramid. At midnight on July 
9th, thankfully without packs, we left Base 
Camp for the third time. 

At our high point , a small leaning tower 
bowed a kindly greeting: 'Welcome Boys! ' I 
eyed it with suspicion . Erhard squeezed his 
way between it and the wall and , a little 
further up , stopped on a small step to 
exam_ine carefully the blank cliffs above . 

'Hey, what can you see?' I shouted . But 
Erhard kept silent and disappeared behind the 
step without a word. Nothing happened for 
some time . The rope hung without stirring. 
There was silence . I felt uneasy - it wasn't a 
good omen. Suddenly, Erhard reappeared 
on the step , raised his arms and cried , 'This 
is fantastic , absolutely fantastic!' 

'What is fantastic? ' I asked astounded . 

'A crack . A fantastic crack! And a 
bivouac site as well!' 

Indeed , behind the rocky step , the steep, 
completely blank, several-hundred-metre
high wall was split by a crack which ran up 
toward the summit. 

Next day we moved the bivouac to the 
Pyramid , and within two more days had 
forced our way up the Fantastic Crack to a 
point where it vanished into solid rock. A 
pendulum rightwards gained a double crack 
which we climbed till it petered out. We 
encountered a similar situation twice , each 
time being forced to transfer to parallel 
fissures running close by, but always leading 
further , towards the summit. 

At dusk a tiny continuous light began 
appearing far below, where Base Camp 
should be. 'Erhard , look , it seems that the 
Captain doesn't need rescuing', I joked, and 
we returned the signal. Suddenly, on the 
other side of the Baltoro glacier, severai tiny 
lights appeared , clearly aimed at us. From 
then on , all those who camped at Broken 
Stone would send us signals in the evenings. 

Our greatest fears lay with the ominous 
sky. As we climbed ·the Fantastic Crack , a 
feathery layer of clouds had spread over us , 
gliding swiftly high above , and giving an 
impression that the world around was 
hurrying on somewhere . A bluish-grey
coloured ring formed around the sun , which 
normally proclaimed an approaching storm , 
yet , for the first time in my experience, 
those unmistakable signs had not come true. 

We were also becoming paranoid about 
the ropes , and never really got used to 
swinging about in space from a disturbingly 
thin thread which faded out of sight, high 
above , like a vanishing point. What if there 
was a faulty fibre twist or chemically defective 
strand up there? Take is easy , we reassured 
each other. Things like that happen only ro 



Right Top: Loretan tackling the final 
difficult step below the summit ridge. 
Below: Loretan and Kurtyka at Base Camp 
after the climb. 

Boeings! (Before we reached the summit, 
each of us would have jumared 3,000 metres 
and rappelled the same.) 

During our fourth day on the headwall, a 
last pendulum brought me to the Hidden 
Dihedral which proved to be the final tech
nically difficult pitch and one of the few on 
which we were compelled to use pitons. 
Most often the cracks allowed us to use nuts 
and Friends only. The Hidden Dihedral led 
us up to the Wet Slab, which Erhard man
aged to climb quickly next day . 

Faced with a final route finding problem, 
we eventually decided on a broken, right
wards slanting chimney, which was choked 
with big snowy mushrooms. We called it 
Mushroom Chimney. Above the chimney 
stretched a more accessible snow and ice 
ridge, so we decided to leave most of our 
climbing gear behind. Meanwhile, quite 
unexpectedly, we faced a final twenty
metre-high vertical rocky step. Erhard 
managed it with a lot of effort and only 
three pitons. At three pm a joyful shout 
reached me: 'Here I am on the summit!' 

After two years of failures it was an espe
cially exhi larating moment for both of us. 
Yet, deep in my heart, I asked myself, 
'What has actually changed? What is the 
transformation?'; and I thought about my 
defeats with pride and affection. Had I dis
covered a way of turning a failure into a 
source of strength? 

That night the long-feared bad weather 
arrived. Down on the Pyramid we were 
awakened by big, wet snowflakes tickling 
our uncovered faces. At dawn, in heavy 
snow, we started abseiling to the base of the 
Tower, carefully removing the ropes behind 
us. By the afternoon, completely soaked, 
we had returned to our Base Camp. 

The Captain was excited and restless. At 
first 1 thought 'this was due to our happy 
return, but soon after his greeting, he 
declared , 'Look, gentlemen , I can ' t stay 
with you any longer; in a few days I am 
celebrating the first anniversary of my wed
ding. I must go back at once. ' Having said 
that, he packed his things and started off 
immediately up the Baltoro glacier. 

'Where is he going, for God's sake?' I 
asked with dismay. 

To Gore. There is a helicopter landing 
spot there', explained Ghulam, the kitchen 
boy, as he prepared to follow him. 

After several days the porters arrived, 
reaching our moraine in a briskly-moving 
line. The man at their lead came forward 
and, gesticulating wildly, started shouting, 
'That was me, I did it'' 

'What the hell are you talking about? ' I 
asked in surprise. 

' It was me that flashed to you from the 
Broken Stone!' 

Summary: An account of the first ascent of 
a difficult, technical, new route on the East 
Face of Trango (Nameless) Tower (1100m 
ED+ A3) in the Karakoram, by Voytek 
Kurtyka and Erhard Loretan during the 
period June 24 to July 13, (8 days climbing 
time). Translated from the Polish by Adam 
Czarniecki. 





Left: Kusum Kangguru (6369m) r{ses above 
the east bank of the Dudh Kasi, seen from 
the valley of Kusum Dranka , Khumbu 
Himal, Nepal. Photo: John Cleare. 
Right: On the South Ridge of Imja Tse, with 
Ama Dab/am and the distant peaks of 
Lumding Himal across the Imja valley. 
Photo: Bill O'Connor. 

In 1949 the 'Forbidden Kingdom of 
Nepal' formally opened its doors to 
Western mountaineers , by which time 

most other Himalayan areas had , in part at 
least, been explored, although it must be 
pointed out that the Nepal side of 
Kangchenjunga had been visited by 
Hooker , Fresh field and the Dyhrenfurths in 
1948. In that year the Himalayan Committee 
of the Alpine Club and the Royal 
Geographical Society requested permission 
for a small expedition to approach Everest 
from the west through Rolwaling. It was 
refused and instead they were offered 
Langtang (the mountains closest to and due 
north of Kathmandu). Permission carried 
the proviso that 'serious scientific work' 
should be carried out, much to the chagrin 
of the team 's leader, Bill Tilman. 

In the event, the expedition, which 
included mountaineer Peter Lloyd (nominal 
map-maker) , 0. Polunin (botanist) and a St 
Andrews geologist, J. S. Scott, went on to 
make an extensive exploration of the 
Langtang Valley, crossing numerous high 
cols in the upper regions on the border with 
Tibet and possible gateways towards 
Shishapangma. Further south between the 
Jugal and Langtang Himal, close to Dorje 
Llakpa and Gangchempo (Tilman's 'Fluted 
Peak '), a crossing was made to the upper 
Balephi Khola by a glacier pass that is still 
rarely crossed though provides a wild and 
wonderful trek. 

From Langtang the expedition returned 
to Syabrubcnsi, at the confluence of the 
Langtang and Trisuli Rivers where they 
turned north into the main valley. The river 
now called the Bhotc Khosi provides a 
corridor and ancient trade-route to Tibet 
via Kyirongdzong. Following this initially, 
they then turned west. into the valley of the 
Chilime Khola which led to Gompagaon 
and the eastern flank of the Ganesh Himal. 
Late in the season, with the monsoon 
approaching, Tilman, Lloyd and a then 
almost unknown Sherpa, Tensing Norgay , 
went on to make an ascent of Paldor (5,928 
metres), the first of what were later to be 
designated 'Trekking Peaks' to be climbed. 

During the early 1950s , extensive forays 
were made into the mountain areas cast of 
Kathmandu very much associated with the 
race for Everest. Most of these arc well 
documented but three in particular, in the 
history of trekking peaks , seem important. 

Following the 1951 Everest Reconnais
sance Expedition, during which the first 
exploration of the Rolwaling was made , one 
of its members , Bill Murray, was so enthused 
that he organised another lightweight sortie 
to the area with Tom McKinnon, George 
Roger , Douglas Scott (not he of Everest 
famc 1) and Tom Weir, all members of the 
Scottish Mountaineering Club. Amongst 
the peaks, passes and glaciers explored 
were three summits around the Yalung La 
(5,310m), a pass giving access to the south 
from Rolwaling and the main Everest trek
king route. One of these peaks, Ramdung, 
is on the permitted list , despite the fact that 
the approach to it through the Rolwaling is 
officially ·out-of-bounds'. 

In 1953, following the near success of the 
Swiss the previous year, John Hunt's team 
entered the Khum bu with a host of British 
and Commonwealth climbers supported by 
a strong Sherpa team that went on, as even 
the least interested pre-pubescent rock-jock 
can tell us, to make the first ascent of 'Big 
E'. However , before their neatly timed 
success they played: with their equipment; 
with their new fangled oxygen and with 
several small peaks in the Imja and Khum bu 
valleys. 

The first was a peak now called Imja Tse, 
but originally called Island Peak in 1952 by 
Eric Shipton 's party , who were on their way 
to explore the Barun Gorge. ·surrounded 
by glaciers, it was like an island in a sea of 
ice '. As with many of the Trekking Peaks, 
its first ascent was made by some of the 
brightest stars in the mountaineering firma
ment. The party included Charles Evans, 
Alf Gregory, Charles Wylie and Tensing 
Norgay along with seven Sherpas who had 
been trying out the oxygen sets; as practice 
of course for loftier things! Fortunately this 
docsn 't seem to have set a precedent, 

although a Sherpa I once made the summit 
with called the cigarette he was smoking, 
'Sherpa Oxygen'. 

A second peak: Pokalde; the final knuckle 
on the finger-like South West ridge of 
Nuptsc stands behind the Sherpa settlement 
of Phcrichc. Its first ascent was made, via its 
North Ridge from the Kongme La, by Wilfrid 
Noyce , Tom Bourdillon and Mike Ward. 
The party had included Hunt but he fell sick 
and descended from the pass to Lobujc . 
After the ascent Noyce went on to describe 
the route as, 'A jolly ridge , in the Alpine 
sense ... Everest and Makalu reared above 
the clouds like two giant canine teeth , 
" fangs excrescent" upon the jaws of the 
earth, in Mallory's phrase. Gaunt and yel
lowy-brown, they seemed to have shaken 
off their winter snow'. 

A final expedition worthy of mention, 
since its style and achievement are enviable, 

,is the Merseyside Himalayan Expedition of 
1955. Led by Alf Gregory, this lightweight 
and far-ranging four man team topped nine
teen summits, which included the second 
ascent of Ramdung and the first ascent of 
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Above: Descending the summit ridge of Mera Peak (6476m). Photo: Bill o·connor. Opposite Page: Naya Kanga (5844111), seen across the 
Langtang valley from near Ya/a. The North East ridge is left of centre. Photo: Bill O'Connor. 

Parchamo. South of the Tcsi Lapcha, 
Parchamo was first attempted by Shipton , 
Gregory and Evans in 1952 during the 
British Cho Oyu Expedition who, climbing 
from the pass , all but reached the summit but 
were turned back by a steep step above a 
crevasse on the North West Ridge - Shipton 
had decided that it would be better sport to 
climb without crampons! Besides exploring 
the Rolwaling Valley, Gregory's team went 
to the head of the Drolambao , climbing 
numerous peaks and following the Ripimo 
Glacier into the Menlung Basin via the 
Ripimo La. 

One other character in the dramatis 
personae of trekking peaks history must be 
listed , since his continued interest in and 
championing of small peak climbing and 
exploration has been unequalled. He is 
Jimmy Roberts: former British Military 
Attache in Kathmandu and founder of 
Mountain Travel Nepal, the first and 
foremost trekking agency in the country. In 
1950 he went with Tilman to make the first 
western exploration of the Marsyangdi 
Valley and Manang and was later involved 
with the Everest Expedition of 1953. That 
same year he did the first ascent of Mera 
Peak and exploration of the still wild :rnd 
wooded Hinku and Hongu Valleys , returning 
to the Imja over the Amphu Lapcha. He went 
on to make the initial forays into the Lumding 
and was the first non-local to follow the 
Modi Khola through its upper gorge into a 
glacier filled basin ringed by sacred summits -
what he termed the Annapurna Sanctuary. It 
was on this expedition , a reconnaissance for 
the forthcoming Machapuchare Expedition 
of 1957 , that he got close to the summit of 
Tent Peak (his name for it) and was able to 
point Noyce and Cox, after their very Aear 
success on the Fish's Tail , at Fluted Peak , 
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still one of the most difficult and least 
climbed Trekking Peaks. 

All this roaming and peak bagging during 
the Golden Age seems a far cry from the 
present situation. Nepal remains a finan
cially poor country whose earnings from 
tourism (including mountaineering) have 
only recently overtaken those of mercenary 
soldiers (in the form of pay and pensions 
from foreign governments to Gurkhas) as a 
major source of income. To this end , 
mountaineering in Nepal is neither open 
nor free. Of its countless summits only 104 
peaks are on the permitted expedition list 
for which a large fee, increasing with the 
peak's altitude , has to be paid. On top of 
this a liaison officer and Sirdar (headman) 
must accompany the expedition, both of 
whom must be paid and equipped to an 
official scale, as do all Nepalis going above 
Base Camp. 

Fortunately in 1978, under the control of 
the newly formed Nepal Mountaineering 
Association (NMA) , eighteen mountains 
between 5,587 and 6,654 metres were 
opened to foreign climbers without the 
financially restricting and administratively 
onerous regulations governing expedition 
peaks. This newly created list formed the so 
called 'Trekking Peaks' , a title that carries 
with it the misleading implication that the 
peaks are a walk up and in some way similar, 
although higher, to the well known trekker's 
hilltop viewpoints of Kala Pattar , Gokyo Ri 
and Poon Hill. They arc not; all arc worthy 
mountaineering objectives involving a vary
ing degree of technical expertise. Found 
throughout the Nepal Himal, with some 
notable exceptions , (namely the Kanjiroba, 
Dhaulagiri , Makalu and Kangchenjunga 
regions) , the list includes the following 
mountains grouped under their adminstra-

tive zone or geographical area: 
MANANG HIMAL: 
Chulu West - 6419m; Chulu East - 6584m; 
Pisang - 6091m. 
ANNAPURNA HIMAL: 
Mardi Himal - 5587m; Hiunchuli - 6441m; 
Tharpu Chuli - 5663m (Tent Peak); Singu 
Chuli - 6504m (Fluted Peak). 
GANESH HIMAL: 
Paldor • 5896m. 
LAN GT ANG HIMAL: 
Naya Kanga - 5844m (Ganja La Chuli). 
ROL WALING HIMAL: 
Ramdung - 5925m; Parchamo - 6187m. 
KHUMBU HIMAL: 
Kusum Kanguru - 6367m; Kwangde -
6011m; Lobuje East• 6119m; Kongma Tse -
5849m (Mehra Peak); Pokalde - 5806m; 
lmja Tse - 6183m (Island Peak); Mera -
6654m. 

What they allow is an opportunity to trek 
and climb in these major areas with little 
more formality and cost than that of obtain
ing a 'Trekking Peak Permit' in a style similar 
to that enjoyed by Shipton when in 1951 , 
after exploring the Rolwaling , he wrote in 
The Times , This form of mountaineering , 
the exploration of unknown peaks, glaciers 
and valleys , the finding and crossing of new 
passes to connect one area with another ; is 
the most fascinating occupation I know. 
The variety of experience, the constantly 
changing scene, the gradual unfolding of the 
geography of the range are deeply satisfying, 
for they yield a very real understanding, 
almost a sense of personal possession, of the 
country explored'. 

What they also provide, yet to be fully 





Left Top to Bottom: West Flank of Kusum 
Kangguru. Photo: Paul Harris. North West 
Flank of Chu Ju West (6419m). Photo: John 
Cleare. Kwangde (6011m), seen across the 
deep gorge of the Bhote Khosi from 
Namche Bazar. Photo: Bill O'Connor. 

realised , is a potential for endless new route 
exploration at an altitude that allows tech
nical climbing more akin to Alpinism than 
traditional Himalayan ascents. Whereas 
they were first climbed by the leading 
mountaineers of their day, they have , apart 
from a few notable exceptions, been neg
lected by tod ay's elite, so that the reality of 
the Trekking Peaks is that the majority of 
ascents are of the standard route by ' mail 
order mountai neers '. The NMA records 
show that the majority of the peaks do not 
receive an annual ascent. 

Let 's take , for example, the Khumbu , 
where there is the greatest concentration of 
peaks and climbers. Well over 90% of the 
permits granted are for Island Peak , where 
two recorded routes exist. All of the records 
at the NMA show that the ascents of the 
original route were made via the South East 
Face and North Ridge; yet its West Face is 
a stunning sweep of ice and snow. 

A day's hiking away, Kongma Tse and 
Pokalde rise either side of the Kongma La, 
perfectly placed for multiple ascents on 
rock and ice of ridge or face. How long will 
they have to wait? 

Across the Khum bu Glacier, Lobuje East 
is an obvious prize , yet the official first 
ascent of its true East Summit had to wait 
until the 1980s . Elsewhere on the mountain 
Todd Bibler and Catherine Freer climbed 
its difficult , rocky East Ridge in 1985 whilst 
a year later Jeff Lowe and Henry Kendall 
climbed a stunning ice couloir on its East 
Face , quickly followed by Alison Hargreaves 
and Mark Twight. Nothing has been 
recorded on the more impressive North 
East and South West Faces. 

Lowe, with visionary eyes and technique , 
has 'picked the plums' elsewhere in the 
Khumbu. Opposite Namche Bazar, across 
the Bhote Khosi, the stunning North Face 
of Kwangde is draped ice-hung from its 
multiple summits forming a watershed with 
the Lumding Valley to the south. The face 
was first climbed by its obvious wish-bone 
ridge in 1978 by Lindsay Griffin and Roger 
Everett. The challenge of the impressive 
rock and ice wall below the main summit, 
Kwangde Lho , was met by Lowe and 
Breashears in 1982 when they completed a 
thoroughly modern and extreme route 
involving four bivouacs. 

Interestingly enough, Kusum Kangguru , 
the Trekking Peak that everyone cites as the 
most difficult and as having repulsed the 
strongest teams , happens to have the most 
routes. First climbed in 1979 by Takeshi 
Kanazawa , Hideako Naoi, Hajime Vcmatsu , 
Mansanori Miyano and Tomooh Toyoda by 
the South East Face shortly after Doug 
Scott , Georges Bettembourg and Mike 
Covington failed to reach the summit via 
the North Buttress. To date all of its ridges 
and most of its faces have , with notable 
exceptions, been climbed, including its 
impressive North Face by John Ball and 
Tom Curtis over an epic four-day struggle in 
1985. This enthusiasm for Kusum Kangguru 
has, I'm sure, as much to do with its close
ness to an airstrip as it has with its difficulty; 
its north side base-camp is only two days' 



Above: The rocky East Face of Lobuje East 
(6119m), and the unclimbed North East 
Face. Photo: Bill O'Connor. Below: Lobuje 
East seen from high on the South Cho La 
Glacier at c. 17,700 ft. Left hand skyline is 
N. W. Ridge. Tschola valley below. Photo: 
John Cleare. Right: Alex MacIntyre on 
steep mixed ground, day two, West Rib of 
Singu Chuli. Photo: John Porter. 



Above: Mark Twight on the East Face Couloir of Lobuje East during the second ascent. 
Photo: Alison Hargreaves. . . 

trekking from Lukhla! 
Elsewhere in Nepal activity on the trek

king peaks has been less. In the Annapurna 
Range , Mardi Himal remains neglected and 
almost unnoticed beneath the omnipotent 
spire of Machapuchare. Its South West 
Buttresses present an obvious challenge 
whilst the Modi Khola Face has yet to be 
penetrated. 

Across the river , standing as a bastion at 
the gateway to the Annapurna Sanctuary , is 
Hiunchuli . More than an outlier of 
Annapurna South , this complex peak has 
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all but been neglected. Apart from two 
repeats, expedition style , of the original 
East Face Route of 1971 , the mountain 
waited until 1984 for a new line when 
Japanese climber Masayuki Ando , climbing 
from the Sanctuary, gained the West Ridge, 
abseiled to a high-point on the South Ridge 
and continued to the summit. In 1986 Chris 
Watts and Lindsay Abbotts repeated the 
original route in lightweight style. Still 
unexplored is its massive and complex 
South Face rising above the gorge of the 
Chomrong Kho la along with the whole of its 

Opposite Page: Nearing the summit of 
Island Peak (Imja Tse) , with the distinctive 
peaks of Taweche and Cholatse beyond. 
Photo: Bill O 'Connor. 

North Face overlooking the Annapurna 
South Base Camp. 

Within the Sanctuary , Tharpu Chuh is 
popular with trekking agencies , but once 
again it is rarely climbed , other than by its 
North West Ridge. On the other hand its 
nearest neighbour , Singu Chuli (what 
Roberts called Fluted Peak, and a much 
finer mountain) is sadly neglected , although 
a major new line on the West Face was 
found by Alex McIntyre , John Porter and 
Rene Ghilini in September 1982, providing 
what Alex called, 'Heavy duty acclimatisa
tion'. Tragically he was killed on the South 
Face of Annapurna shortly after. 

Further north, in the rain-shadow of the 
Annapurnas , the Manang Himal contains a 
complicated plexus of mountains, the 
Chulu group, that have taken a lot of sorting 
out. The NMA recognises two Chulu 
Peaks: East and West. The available trek
king map just about does the same. In real
ity, there are numerous peaks of which four 
main summits are readily defined . Of these, 
Chulu Far East , usually referred to as Chulu 
East by ill-informed trekking agencies, is 
the one being climbed . What remains is a 
plethora of possibilities , from which the 
South Faces of Chulu West and Central are 
the most obvious. 

Undoubtedly held back by a lack of 
reliable and available information , most 
parties first visiting the Himalaya have 
opted for the known rather than the adven
turous , preferring the possibility of success 
to the probability of failure (the latter being 
the cold reality of Himalayan statistics). 

Without doubt one of the major barriers 
to the realisation of the full potential has 
been the name 'Trekking Peaks' which , to 
the tiro climber with no other information 
to go on , conjures up a long , boring slog , if 
not up scree then up the next worst thing , 
sloppy snow. Easy treks they certainly are 
not , although peaks such as Mera and 
Pisang climbed by their easiest routes are no 
more technical than the normal route up Mt 
Blanc (although being over 21 ,000 feet , as is 
the case with Mera , certainly adds another 
dimension). There was a move afoot to 
rename them Alpine Peaks but this is equally 
poor as they are certainly not Alpine . 
Perhaps Lesser Himalayan Peaks is more 
descriptive , but equally likely to be unaccept
able to both tiger and tyro who might find 
the epithet ' lesser,' off-putting . 

A guide to the Trekking Peaks is only as 
good as the information therein. The official 
records of the NMA are sadly incomplete ; 
there have undoubtedly been other climbs of 
which I would be glad to receive information 
so that records can be made straight and the 
history accurately written. Any information/ 
photographs to Bill O 'Connor, 10 South 
Drive, Harrogate , North Yorkshire , HG2 
SAU. 

Summary: A brief history of climbing on so
call_ed Trckkrng. Peaks in Nepal , and a 
review of chmbrng possibilities by Bill 
O 'Connor. ' 





The classic view of Am Buchaille from Sandwood Bay. Photo: Hamish Maclnnes. 

STACKS TO GO AT 
Part Two: Northern Scotland 
by Mick Fowler 
Historical 

In the context of the British Sea Stack, I 
have no hesitation in referring to North 
Scotland as The Promised Land . 

It was here in 1966 that stack climbing 
was first revealed to the media via the TV 
spectacular covering the first ascent of the 
Old Man of Hoy. Admittedly Hoy is not 
surrounded by sea and is therefore not a 
true sea stack but it is nevertheless the most 
impressive summit in Britain and its ascent 
inspired a burst of enthusiasm which was to 
see many of the major North Coast stacks 
climbed between 1966 and 1970. · 

Tom Patey was the chief instigator of all 
this activity, making the first ascents of such 
spectacular landmarks as the Old Man of 
Stoer (Lochinver) and Am Buchaillc 
(Sandwood Bay). His untimely death in 
1970 robbed the sport of its most colourful 
and productive entrepreneur. 

Despite ( or perhaps because of) their 
notoriety , few of his stack climbs have 
become popular. Remote locations , the 
frequent need for a boat and his liberal use 
of the delightfully vague Scottish VS grade 
have combined to deter all but the most 
adventurous. To this day most of the routes 
retain an exciting and exploratory air - with 
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the result that the effort necessary to reach 
them pays due rewards. 

Away from Hoy , The Old Man of Stoer 
a 220' stack just north of Lochinver was th~ 
first to receive Patey's attention.' Having 
failed to inspire enthusiasm amongst local 
climbers he was forced to drag in the trusty 
sasscnach team of Paul Nunn. Brian 
Robertson and Brian Henderson. Despite 
its forbidding appearance the stack oave a 
relatively straightforward Hard Severt climb 
on excellent rock. The crux of th e first 
ascent seems certain to have been the diffi
culty involved in dragging two ladders across 
two miles of rough cliff top footpath. These 
were then strapped together to allow a dry 
crossins of the narrow but deep channel 
separatmg the stack from the mainland. 
Current day activists seem less adventurous; 
a fixed tyrolcan is now usually in place , 
although failing this a quick dive and glide 
solves the problem. This relatively easy 
appro~ch coupled with the superb quality of 
the chmbmg has resulted in Stoer being 
second only to Hoy in terms of popularity . 
Today 1t boasts several routes of varying 
standards of difficulty. 

In 1967 , a year after Stoer, Patey was 
again active - this time on the idyllic Am 

Buchaille at Sandwood Bay near Cape 
Wrath. At low tide this [50ft stack is sepa
rated from the mainland by a deep narrow 
channel but unlike Stoer the situation 
becomes considerably more serious when 
the tide comes in and washes over an exten
sive area of weed-covered platform. Seas 
here in the extreme North West are rarely 
calm and any ascent must be speedy and 
well timed if a long wait or dangerous swim 
is to be avoided. No guide book covers this 
area and the Patey route (which remains the 
only route on the stack) still labours under 
the_ all-encompassing Scottish VS grade 
which, when combined with stories of lad
ders again being used to cross the channel 
on the first ascent, goes some way towards 
explaining the lack of popularity. I recently 
spoke to one team who steered clear of Am 
Buchaillc because they believed it to be 
Mild Extreme in standard. In fact it is · a 
standard VS climb and, as it boasts one of 
the_ most beautiful settings imaginable, one 
which deserves considerably more attention 
than it receives. 

. Also in 1967 Patey was engrossing himself 
111 the problems of the Great Stack of 
Handa , a squat 300ft high stack situated in a 
narrow West coast inlet near Scourie. The 



first ascent in 1876 is perhaps the most 
remarkable proven feat of which I have 
heard. At its closest point the flat top of the 
stack is 75ft from the mainland . This minor 
obstacle was however not sufficient to pre
vent Donald McDonald, a local man, from 
securing a rope from one side of the inlet to 
the other, draping it over the stack and 
crossing the gap hand over hand to reach 
the top. A truly impressive performance 
which was not repeated until 1967 when 
Patey ( despite his renowned dislike of 
ropework) gained the summ_it by_ the same 
basic method, although usmg Jumars to 
reduce the fright factor to vaguely acceptable 
modern levels . 

Climbing the stack from sea level is 
almost as exciting. As the area is a bird 
sanctuary the taste for nautical and moun
taineering adventure normally necessary 
for success on such a venture needs to be 
complemented by a team capable of ignoring 
vast quantities of bird excrement. Such a 
rare combination was not found until July 
1969 when Hamish Maclnnes, G. Hunter 
and D. Lang managed to establish a 350ft 
Scottish VS route - 'The Great Arch' - on 
the North side of the Stack. To the best of 
my knowledge the problematical access, 
uncertain difficulty and bird problems have 
so far put off would-be second ascensionists. 

Independently from Patey and one month 
before the ascent of 'The Great Arch' on 
Handa, a relatively unknown trio made an 
important ascent off the north Caithness 
coast. R. Jolly, M. Willis and D. Young 
braved the vomiting fulmars at the height of 
their nesting season and succeeded on the 
atmospheric and impressive 150ft stack of 
Clett Rock at Holburn Head near Scrabster. 
Their ascent relieo heavily on aid but this 
should not detract from their achievement 
in overcoming sharply overhanging ground, 
prolific birdlife and serious nautical prob
lems to reach the summit of one of the most 
imposing stacks on the North coast. Modern 
climbers are prone to dismiss partially aided 
climbs but it must be remembered that this 
ascent took place against a different back
ground of ethics and represented one of the 
most outrageous achievements of the period 
by relatively unknown climbers. In compar
ing ethics let us not forget that the Old Man 
of Hoy - technically a considerably easier 
climb - first succumbed to liberal use of aid 
by Bonington , Patey and Baillie in 1966. 

Other stacks on Orkney did not escape 
the 1966-1970 burst of activity. On the main 
island Pete Minks succeeded on the impres
sive stack of North Gaulton in 1970 and the 
spectacular and solid Yesnaby stack also 
succumbed around this time. 

Moving back to Tom Patey, The Maiden 
at Whiten Head near Durness was tragically 
to be his last climb. This 170ft pair of 
quartzite stacks now provide six excellent 
quality climbs from Severe to Extreme in 
standard. However, perhaps because of the 
morbid associations, there has been minimal 
interest since the original ascent in 1970 and 
prior to a visit in June 1988 the only repeat 
I have been able to trace was by John 
Cunningham and Mick Noon shortly after 
the first ascent. It should be mentioned that 
these stacks generally offer very safe and 
solid climbing; Patey's death was the result 
of an abseiling accident and should not in 
any way reflect on the quality of the rock 
hereabouts. 

Recent Activity 

My own interest in Scottish sea stacks has 
developed gradually, starting with ascents 
of the classic routes on the Old Men of Hoy 
and Stoer and progressing with increasing 

On the first ascent of the Great Stack of Handa, in 1969. Photo: Hamish Macinnes. 

enthusiasm onto Patey's less frequented 
challenges such as Am Buchaille and The 
Maiden before moving on to new pastures. 

The Maiden was perhaps the most inf
luential as it was the first Scottish stack that 
I approached by boat. As such it represented 
a substantial advance in terms of approach 
ideas and opened the door to a whole new 
range of possibilities. Perhaps because of 
this new train of thought my day on The 
Maiden remains particularly memorable . 

The idea materialised after close perusal 
of the SMC District Guide revealed the 
existence of not one, but two stacks off 
Whiten Head. It seemed that these were 
collectively known as 'The Maiden' and 
there looked to be a good chance that the 
Westerly stack was unclimbed. The lure of a 
potentially untrodden summit (and another · 
untouched for 18 years) proved too much 

and it was clear that the trusty inflatable 
Deflowerer I ( owned by Chris Newcombe 
and I and purchased specifically for stack 
climbing) would soon have to make the first 
of many trips North. The questionable sanity 
of living in London and driving to Scotland 
every winter weekend ( to ice climb) and 
every summer weekend (to stack climb) was 
conveniently ignored. 

To be fair to ourselves we had been slightly 
cautious about our first foray into the 
Northern Seas and did make some efforts to 
contact local inhabitants and familiarise 
ourselves with the sea conditions. After 
phoning various Durness numbers at ran
d0m, contact was finally made with an 
apparently knowledgeable individual who 
unequivoca)l)'. advised us that a 30 hp engine 
was the mm1mum recommended power. 
Deflowerer I has a 3.5 hp engine which 
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The remarkable Clett Rock at Ho/burn Head near Scrabster in Caithness. Photo: Mick Fowler. 

suddenly seemed a trifle inadequate. Lynn, 
Chris's wife, was particularly concerned by 
this and the Newcombe household phone 
bill rose considerably as increasingly persis
tent efforts were made to hire a more suitable 
local craft - all to no avail. The choice was 
clearly limited to Deflowerer I or nothing 
... the final decision was never in doubt . 

Having driven 720 miles, and dispelled 
the myth that any Sutherland native will 
cheerfully lay on breakfast for a weary 
traveller, the team set about accidentally 
upsetting a Rispond fish farmer by mista
kenly launching the boat in his prize breed
ing patch. Setbacks concerning copulating 
fish were thankfully short-lived and in fine, 
calm weather four empty stomachs were 
soon heading across the mouth of Loch 
Eriboll towards the distant and elusive 
Maiden(s). 

Close perusal revealed that the SMC Dis
trict guide had been entirely correct: two 
stacks - what more could one ask for? The 
Eastern stack proved slightly higher but as 
they are almost comparable in terms of 
impressiveness it was immediately clear 
that a worthwhile unclimbed summit was up 
for grabs. • 

We_ were blessed with a perfect day, the 
notonous swell was non-existent, and 
George the boatman (my father who can 
think of nothing better to do in his retire
men~) could look forward to an easy day 
lookmg after the boat. Of the four climbers 
in the team, Chris Watts and Jon Lincoln 
started on the West Maiden whilst Chris 
Newcombe and I set about the East 
Ma\d_en. Photographic duties complete , the 
pos1t1ons were th.en reversed. The end 
result . was four new routes on perfect 
quartzite. 

We concluded that Scottish sea stacks 
certainly had a lot going for them. 

This ·initial success induced increased 
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enthusiasm and led to a more detailed 
assessment of the potential of the Far 
North. The next objective was chosen by 
reading between the lines of the SMC dis
trict guide. Clett Rock at Ho I burn Head ( on 
the N. Caithness coast) sounded to be pro
tected by deep waters and serious currents. 
It also appeared not to have been repeated 
since the partially aided first ascent in 1970 
and therefore awaited a free ascent. 

To be honest I had never heard of it 
before coming across the name in the SMC 
guide, and we were all rather taken aback to 
find a stunning overhanging stack 200 yards 
long, 20 yards wide and 150 ft high. Vertical 
or overhanging walls protected its grassy 
summit at every point and active armies of 
squawking birds patrolled overhung ledge 
systems , apparently gleeful at the prospect 
of doing battle with a climbing team. At half 
height on the Western end we could just 
make out a rotting abseil sling left by the 
first ascensionists and trace the line of their 
ascent. On the landward side swirling cur
rents filled the 80ft wide channel between 
Clett Rock and the dripping verticality of 
the Caithness coast. An impressive sight 
indeed , which was sufficient to persuade us 
to leave the excitement on offer until the 
nesting season had passed. 

Returning in August , Jon Lincoln and I 
remained from the original crew but Nicki 
Dugan and John Cuthbert replaced Chris 
Watts and Chris Newcombe to complete the 
intrepid team . 

Us having landed with difficulty but with
out mishap, the first pitch proved to be of a 
reasonable standard and led to a point 
beneath a band of overhangs at half height 
which would clearly give the crux of the 
climb. Although the fulmars had now vac
ated their nests the technical difficulty of 
the next section looked sufficient to cause 

plenty of interest without the added chal
lenge of gushing bird vomit. Looks did not 
prove deceptive . Hard climbing with little 
protection led to a long, long reach for a 
prominent flat hold onto which a desperate 
mantelshelf was necessary to reach the end 
of the hardest section. More reasonable 
climbing then led to the top . . . untrodden 
for 18 years. The remnants of the first 
ascensionists' cairn were found but in the 
absence of any in situ stake our own abseil 
points were hauled to the top . These con
sisted of a metal fence post found on the 
drive up and half of one of the oars which 
had broken during some over-enthusiastic 
fending. Such implements would have 
proved perfect for the job had the summit 
soil been more substantial. Regrettably, 
though, this was not the case. Although it 
was large in area, perfunctory prodding 
revealed the average depth to be 12" or so . 
.. hardly sufficient to hold a stake worthy of 
a 150 ft free abseil . The swell below was now 
increasing considerably , as was the crowd of 
curious onlookers on the cliff top. Slate grey 
clouds rolled in from the north and a situation 
of considerable interest was obviously 
developing. At length marginal anchors 
were placed and, having abseiled first and 
endured a couple of hours of rising awl 
falling with the swell, the Fowler body was 
feeling distinctly ill and not in a good condi
tion for fielding the others. Apart from my 
physical condition there were distinct prac
tical problems. The end of the abseil was in 
a shallow zawn on the seaward side of the 
stack which resulted in the swell showing a 
marked tendency to break against the back 
wall and bounce back as a breaking wave. 
This state of affairs was particularly appar
ent as Nicki dangled on the end of the abseil 
rope attempting to release herself at the right 
moment whilst I struggled to manoeuvre 
the boat beneath her. At exactly the wrong 



On the recent ascent described in the text of 
CJett Rock - 'Overhanging on all sides '. 
Photo: Mick Fowler. 

moment a rolling bank of swell exploded 
against the back wall and simultaneously 
the engine cut, the boat was awash and 
Nicki was unsuccessfully struggling to 
escape the clutches of the sea by climbing 
hand over hand up the abseil rope. 

Substantial bailing and engine-drying 
operations resulted until further efforts had 
similarly frightening results before both 
Nicki, John and myself were in the boat. 

By the time we were ready to pick up Jon 
the swell had increased further and, being in 
need of manoeuvrability yet fearful of the 
engine being swamped, it seemed that the 
only option was to keep the engine running, 
bounce the nose of the boat off the rock and 
for Jon to jump at the instant the boat hit the 
rock. 

Putting the plan into action was more 
problematical. The by now huge swell 
meant that a moment after impact the prow 
of the boat scraped horrifically down the 
barnacle-covered rock and flopped neatly 
beneath a 2' overhang before beginning to 
rise again. John and Nicki frantically 
pushed at the rock whilst I experienced the 
memorable sensation of being lifted out of 
the water still grimly hanging on to the 
engine controls. 

Jon was forced to jump from about 15 ft 
whilst Nicki and John pushed their hardest, 
trying to ignore the water now pouring over 
the sides. With a tremendous popping and 
rasping noise the front was suddenly clear 
with such force that the roles within the boat 
were suddenly reversed. Those in the front 
were now dry whilst water poured into the 
rear, swamping the engine with distressing 
ease. 

Frantic use of the one remaining oar 
resulted in serious adrenalin flow but an 
effective escape to less violent waters where 
the engine could be restarted and a safe 
return made to Scrabster. 

Seldom do days on Stanage remain so 
deeply etched on the mind! 

Lack of space prevents me from enthusing 
over further exploits but suffice it to say that 
elsewhere in the north the coast bristles 
with potential for similar excitement. Some 
stacks such as Fort Rock at Holburn Head 
and The Great Stack at Duncansby (John o' 
Groats) have recently succumbed - although 
with more than their fair share of epics! 
Others, such as the Knee at Duncansby, Am 
Bodach and A'Chailleach at Cape Wrath 
and The Stack of Ulbster (E. Caithness) 
await ascents. For those prepared to travel 
to the Islands the possibilities increase still 
further - on Orkney , North Ronaldsay is 
rumoured to boast fine virgin stacks , whilst 
Mingulay in the Hebrides has three stacks 
which should be well worth a visit . 

Be warned though, the North Coast cur
rents arc strong, serious and unpredictable. 
Care is prudent but the rewards are high. 
The exploratory phase is far fr0m over. In 
few branches of British climbing can the 
future look so bright. 

Summary: The final part of Mick Fowler's 
review of sea stack climbing possibilities 
around the coast of Britain. 
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GEAR 
Edited by Steve Foster 

BorealAce 

Rock Shoes 89 
Well, a year has passed since I last bom
barded you with rock climbing footwear. 
Time seems to slip by at an alarming rate 
these days. Many of my predictions have 
come to pass. 'And lo! the flooding of the 
market place caused much famine, and there 
was a great wailing and gnashing of teeth 
amongst British importers. The slipper called 
Ninja ruled the earth and the boot came to 
passe and the shoe did inherit the rock.' 

The only winner from last year's glut of 
climbing footwear has been the climber -
those of us not too worried about having the 
latest 'whizz-bang' shoe, that is. Several 
British importers have had their fingers 
burned and been forced to dump their 
'rockboot mountains' into the shops, hence 
cheap boots, shoes and slippers. As we press 
on into 89 the oversupply is still evident and 
so, as too many firms attempt to get a piece of 
the action, it looks like you may be in for lots 
of bargains in the future. 

The Ninja II did indeed become the only 
thing to be seen in and the routes they have 
climbed on the feet of the famous have 
reached incredulous proportions. I became a 
little more convinced they must work on hear
ing of Wolfgang Gullich's ascent of the 
Trango Tower in the Karakoram equipped 
with aforementioned slippers! Slippers are in 
the process of evolving into more sophisti
cated items of footwear, a foretaste of which 
can be seen in the Kendo and Emotion (tested 
in this article). We still have the thin skin of 
rubber under the foot, but the upper has 
become laced and lasted to prevent stretch
ing and rotation on the foot·. Look out for the 
new, laced Ninja at the autumn trade shows! 

Shoes are now established as the way for
ward, with many less wealthy climbers taking 
a Stanley knife to their boots in order to have 
shoes to climb in. But, although they look the 
part, they don't work as well as a carefully 
lasted shoe. 

The Asolo Run Out mentioned almost on a 
'Stop Press' basis in the 88 Review became an 
instant success and 'stole a march' on all 
other manufacturers. The updated Run Out is 
tested in this article. The other shoe of 88, the 
Boreal Jazz, was slow to catch on but became 
more popular as the year went by. It is now in 
demand just as it is going out of production. 
Its replacement, the New Jazz, is not to be 
imported into the UK, but Mountain received 
a test pair, so we included it anyway. 
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Boreal Fire Classic 

This evolutionary step in climbing footwear 
demanded close scrutiny by Mountain and 
we were fortunate to have one of the mildest 
winters on record in which to test and analyse 
this progression. Several of the test pairs are 
not really shoes but my prediction is that a 
tripartate evolution is underway with the low 
cut boot continuing for some time and the 
laced slipper and shoe becoming pre
dominant. The Kamet Wonder, Scarpa Rock 
Master, Fire Classic and Asolo La Rage fit into 
this low cut boot type and have been included 
in the test. 

Finally, before getting down to the results, 
let me emphasise that this is a test report and 
not a review. I selected several climbers who 
fortunately had similarly sized feet and they 
each tried out all the footwear over this 
winter. The results were therefore consistent 
and not a single climber's reaction to each 
different boot. These results, plus reactions of 
a host of other climbers and of course my 
own judgements were then correlated to pro
duce the results which I hope you are about to 
read . The selection of footwear is down to me 
and represents what I thought were the most 
promising shoes and low cut boots for 89. 
There are of course many more on the market 
but I have already mentioned this before ... ! 

Boreal Ace 
You either like the look of the black, yellow 
and green colour scheme of the Ace or you 
hate it, playing card symbols and all. The Ace 
is an asymmetrical lasted arched instep shoe, 
with heel cup and toe rand in sticky rubber. It 
features a dual sole construction, i.e. sticky 
front, lightweight (green) rear. The Boreal 
rubber is as you would expect - excellent. The 
overall fit was considered superb apart from 
the heel cup. Everybody commented on a 
'dead space' in the heel which allowed heel 
movement. This seems common to the Boreal 
range and definitely needs sorting out. 

The lacing system and padded tongue 
allow precision tightening without slipping. 
The cotton lining is comfortable (can wearing 
anything a size too small ever be comfort
able?) and doesn't smell as much as the more 
commonly used cambrelle linings. (I assume 
that most people don't wear socks as it pre
cludes good fit and feel.) 

The Ace also features ventilation holes in 
the instep. Several climbers said these 
allowed twigs and bracken to poke through, 
resulting in perforated arches. 

The Ace smears better than it edges and 

Rock Boots 1989 

relies on a very tight fit for edge performance 
so it's not a shoe for extended edging routes 
unless you have very strong feet. The shoe 
stretched and the mid-sole support reduced 
to produce excellent smearing ability. 

The 'toe in pocket' performance was not 
exceptional. Even though the toe shape is 
good the lack of stiffness allowed the toe to 
smear out of pockets as feet tired. 

Summary: Overall the Ace is a light, well 
made shoe better suited to a smearing 
technique, requiring a tight fit and strong feet 
to get the best out of it. 

Boreal Fire Classic 89 
The Classic retains the unbacked light grey 
suede upper of its predecessors and so will 
immediately appeal to all Fire devotees. The 
new Classic is in fact a de-tuned original 
Ballet. Slightly higher cut than a shoe, it has 
an asymmetrical arched last and full rand . 
The full rand and thick sole make it feel heavy 
when compared to the Ace and therefore less 
precise in use. The higher cut upper, how
ever, causes no restriction to ankle movement 
and so gives little support. So why not make it 
a shoe Boreal? 

The lacing system plus padded tongue gave 
trouble-free service. The less radical last 
makes the Classic easier to wear on a long 
day's climbing and for descents. 

The Classic is definitely a smearing boot; 
any stiffening and hence edging performance 
soon goes. Inside and outside edge and toe 
performance then become dependent on a 
tight fit and strong feet. But when smearing 
on the limit the Classic outperformed most 
other shoes on test. 

Summary: A well made (slightly less 
expensive) low cut boot, with exceptional 
smear performance. A tight fit is essential to 
compensate for stretching. 

Boreal Jazz 89 
Wild Country do not intend to import the new 
Jazz into the UK at present. This is a pity as it 
exhibits characteristics which could persua("le 
Sportiva Mega users to swap allegiances. 

On first appearance the new Jazz seems to 
be a simple colour change, but internally the 
carbon fibre mid-sole has radically altered the 
performance. Edging inside and outside plus 
'toe in_ pocket' performance are all superb. 
Smearing has been totally sacrificed to this 
end. To smear at all you have to use exagger
ated ankle movement, fortunately possible 
with a shoe. 



Borea/Jazz 

All other features are common to the rest of 
the Boreal range, i.e. heel cup . The asymmet
rical and arched last is less radical than on the 
Ace, plus more rubber means more weight. 

Unfortunately the usual sticky Bo real rubber 
has been used and the result is very fast edge 
wear. It would have been more sensible to 
use a harder rubber on such a stiff shoe. 

Summary: In today's soft shoe dominated 
market place this exception will be interesting 
to those who like to edge up their routes. But 
remember it is very stiff and also not available 
in the UK for the present. 

Ascent Hueco 
This is the least expensive shoe under test 
and according to Owen Smith of Europa 
Mountain Sports (importers) makes no 
claims at being a top flight performer. He will 
probably be surprised to hear that it came out 
very well against more expensive and pres
tigious models. 

The Hueco is an asymmetrical lasted shoe 
with cambrelle backed suede upper and 
featuring 'Stealth' rubber. The test climbers 
all thought that the sole was too thick, but 
customers will be glad to know they are getting 
more rubber for their money. The heel cup or 
lack of it came in for some criticism, requiring 
tight lacing to keep the heel in place. Here 
again the lacing and flimsy tongue were criti
cised, the tongue because it allowed lace 
pressure to be transmitted to the foot, caus
ing discomfort, and the lace system, espe
cially in the middle, not holding the foot well 
as there were too few holes. The Hueco is 
moderately stiff and inside edging is good ; 
however outside edging is not as good 
because of the lacing. Also the sole on the 
pair of Huecos we had was undercut, which 
meant the bulging rand pushed the shoe off 
small edges. 

The toe design was too roomy for most 
people, which inhibited small pocket climbing, 
but in larger pockets the relative stiffness 
meant it worked well. 

The Stealth rubber sole was certainly 
sticky, almost too sticky, picking grit whilst 
climbing and before starting routes. Certainly 
When climbing gritstone routes you had to 
clean the sole every other move to remove 
the ballbearings. 

The full smearing potential of the Hueco 
Will not be reached, however, until the sole 
thins out. 

Summary: The Hueco represents the best 

Ascent Hueco 

value for money shoe on the market, being a 
good bit cheaper than anyone else 's product. 
The performance and design reflects this bar
gain price. If you want a good shoe to climb in 
and still have money for the pub, the Hueco 's 
for you. 

Sportiva Kendo 
The Kendo sits uneasily in this report as it 
isnot a shoe but a further development of the 
slipper. The sole is thin and unsupported and 
to perform at all has to be fitted very tightly. 
Slippers are bound to develop laces because 
they stretch so much. The Kendo is not only 
well laced but features a raised rand around 
the heel (as in the original Manolo design) . 
The lasting is arched and nearly symmetrical. 
There is no heel cup but a broad rubber strip 
to facilitate heel hooking . The upper is ship
lasted and cotton backed. 

The tongue is padded and the lacing holes 
over-generous, especially at the toe, which in 
itself is a bit of a mess; a bit like the original 
Mega toe . I found it impossible to get it to sit 
neatly over the toes. The top three holes have 
metal eyelets which slip. Most other man
ufacturers have dropped these. 

Edging performance, as with any slipper, 
depends on how tight you can stand to wear 
them . Even so, inside and outside edge and 
toe in pockets performance depended on 
very strong feet . As a slipper the Kendo per
formed well and should not really be com
pared with the other shoes on test. 

Where the slipper should excel - smearing -
the Kendo fell short due to harder Sportiva 
rubber and personally I think due to the sym
metrical lasting which does not allow the foot 
to work well, bunching the toes as it does. 

Summary: The Kendo is the way slippers 
should be going, but in our opinion has not 
got it qu ite right. As a slipper it is very expen
sive and if the lasting fits your foot it may per
form better for you than for us. 

Asolo Run Out 
As mentioned in the introduction the Run Out 
was a big hit in 88. One problem did exist 
however - stretch , quite alarming stretch! 
This meant the shoe went out of tune very 
quickly. But for the short time before it 
stretched something of its potential could be 
realised . The new Run Out incorporates two . 
simple changes : cotton instead of cambrelle 
lining and internal heel cup reinforcing. The 

_Run Out still stretches but in a controlled and 
limited way. 

The accentuated asymmetrical last and lack 
of rear rand means the shoe fits like a glove, 
the instep pulling tightly into the arch of the 
foot. The rear part of the sole is a thin, 
hardwearing rubber, the front sole and rand 
being sticky rubber. The new Run Out fea
tures a heel pull tab, so don't let anyone sell 
you one without as a new model. 

On the performance side the Run Out feels 
light and precise, not unlike a slipper, but 
there the comparison ends. The moderate 
amount of stiffening plus the supported last 
means excellent edging performance inside, 
outside and 'toe in pocket' . Smearing is good 
without being exceptional, but you can't have 
it all ways. The Run Out got high marks from 
everybody and was certainly my best choice. 

Summary: In my opinion the Run Out is still 
ahead of the pack. But don 't buy it if you want 
to tramp down from the crag in it or hop boul
der pools at Pembroke. It won 't take that sort 
of abuse. But to climb in, well you 'll just have 
to go out and get a pair. 

Asolo La Rage 
It would be simple just to say La Rage is a 
beefed up, higher cut Run Out and certainly if 
you want a more robust piece of climbing 
footwear it fits the bill. The asymmetrical 
arched last is the same; however the heel cup 
seemed over-generous to me and others, it is 
also very wide fitting, as is the Run Out. La 
Rage features a full length 5mm sole with 
sticky rubber front rand and heel cup . I would 
have preferred to have a slightly lower cut 
upper. But La Rage should suit climbers still 
making the transition to a shoe. 

Performance is similar to the Run Out; 
however the thicker sole gives more support. 
Interestingly La Rage features external suede 
reinforcing to further enhance foot support. It 
also gets best marks for graphics. 

Summary: Low cut boot suitable for Jong 
routes (and descents) or for climbers preferring 
more support. Although the lasting is nearly 
the same as the Run Out, extra weight and 
bulk reduce feel. 

Scarpa Rock Master 
Yes, this is the same low cut boot of last year. 
So why test it again? Scarpa, in an attempt to 
keep up, have changed their rubber (at last) 
and are now using Vibram. No, not the type 
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Sportiva Kenda 

with cleats in. A new super sticky sole. The 
fact remains that even with an expensive 
advertising campaign the Rock Master has 
failed to become the boot to wear. This is in 
part due to the price (the most expensive on 
test), but mainly because it is so well made it 
takes ages to run in and in today's instant 
society, people are not prepared to wait. 
Apart from the rubber and stitched mid sole 
nothing has changed. Inside and outside edg
ing is good due to the asymmetrical and 
arched lasting. Toe-in-pocket performance, 
however, is limited by foot strength and how 
much pain you can stand. No matter how 
tight I get mine I can't get my toe right in the 
end. Fortunately they do stretch so after a few 
days they begin to fit like a glove. '!'he leather 
mid-sole soon becomes supple and, with the 
addition of the new Vibram rubber, gives 
superb smearing potential. 

Summary: The Rock Master is a durable 
a/I-rounder which will cope with descents 
which would destroy the lighter shoes in this 
test. If you can withstand the running-in time, 
the heavier feel and the price, the Rock 
Master will give long and reliable service. 

Dolomite Emotion 
Although retaining the name of last year's 
boot, the Emotion Fantasia, to give it its new 
title, is a different concept altogether. A sym
metrical last is used with sticky rubber front 
and toe rand and durable thinner rear part. 
The uppers are nylon with suede reinforce
ment. This shoe is very light, almost a slipper, 
and would not be suitable for reiutes with long 
descents. Having no heel cup the shoe relies 
heavily on the lacing to hold the heel down. 
Annoyingly metal eyelets are used, which 
slip. The symmetrical toe shape gave good 
edging performance both inside edge and 
outside edge. The moderate amount of stiff
ness gave reasonable toe-in-pocket perfor
mance. As with all these lightweight shoes, 
strong feet are needed. Most climbers liked 
the light and positive feel. The smearing ability 
of the rubber (being harder) would be less 
good but for the very thin sole which compen-
sates for this. · 

Summary: The Emotion deserves success 
as it performs well in all areas. Whether it has 
this success depends on how it is marketed. 
Up to the present Dolomite Rockboots have 
not had a high profile. Perhaps Edlinger's visit 
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Asolo Run Out 

Edging Toe in 
Make Type Inside 

BorealAce Shoe XXX 

BorealJazz Shoe xxxxx 
Boreal Classic Low Cut Boot xx 
Asolo Run Out Shoe xxxx 
Asolo Le Rage Low Cut Boot xxxx 
Scarpa Low Cut Boot xxxx Rockmaster 

Dolomite Shoe xxxx Emotion 

Ka met Wonder Low Cut Boot XXX 

Ascent Hueco Shoe XXX 

Sportiva Kendo Slipper X 

to the British Climbing Competition will 
change this. 

Kamet Wonder 
In lspo Facto, my Munich Trade Show report, 
I picked out the Wonder as the most improved 
design by any manufacturers, but testing 
shows that 'beauty is only skin deep'. The 
Wonder has nearly all the correct ingredients: 
low cut upper, asymmetrically arched last, 
heel and toe rand. But again, as with all Ka met 
boots to date, the rubber lets it down. It is too 
soft for what is a good edging boot. Once the 
excess rubber had 'feathered' off, both inside 
and outside edging improved. Also, toe-in
pocket performance was excellent. The stif
fened mid-sole, as you would expect, limited 
smearing potential. This boot would definitely 
benefit from harder rubber and would proba
bly perform as well as a Mega. Testers wished 
I had got hold of the shoe version, called the 
Comet, which is made on the same last as the 
Wonder and features a fibreglass mid-sole. 
We anticipated it would perform something 
like the new Jazz if the rubber were of the 
correct hardness, but you can't be sure until 
you have used them . 

Outside Pockets Smearing 

xx xx xxxx 
xxxx xxxx X 

xx X xxxxx 
XXX XXX xxxx 
XXX XXX XXX 

XXX xx xxxx 

xxxx XXX XXX 

XXX XXX xx 
xx xx XXX 

X X XXX 

KametComet 

Summary: A well made, though heavy, low 
cut boot at a reasonable price. We thought it 
lacked the correct blend of ingredients to be a 
top performer, being a little too stiff and the 
rubber definitely too soft. 



Asolo La Rage 

Scarpa Rock Master 

Dolomite Emotion 

Acknowledgments: The author would parti
cularly like to thank Paul Greenland and Steve 
Rho_des for all the work they have put into 
testing these boots. Additional help came 
from Tony Burnell and Al Manson, and scores 
of other climbers. 

Vegas Trade Show 

Kamet Wonder 

Las Vegas Trade Show 
There was the usual display of 
new boots and hardware, which 
should also be at ISPO. The main 
attractions were the Goretex party 
on Saturday night and the Sunday 
breakfast hosted by Climbing 
11agazine. Goretex has joined 
forces with North Face in a 
massive promotional campaign 
supporting Will Steger's trans
Antarctica trip. Goretex hosted a 
very well supplied extravanganza 
Saturday night, complete with 
live music, free food and drink. It 
was preceded by one of many 
press conferences they held 
about the trip, which had live sled 
dogs as a main attraction. The 
Goretex booth featured two 
stuffed Alaskan huskies, clad in 
the latest of Goretex coats for 
dogs, pulling a sled with a 
Goretex-North Face dummy. 
Meanwhile, North Face was 
distributing commemorative 
'Transantarctica 1990' pins 
highlighting an attractive husky. 
The Goretex rep told me that all of 
their promotion the next two 
years would be aimed at this trip 
and that they were not sponsoring 
other expeditions. So much for 
climbing. 

Considering the appeal of the 
attractive huskies, which are soft, 
fluffy and cuddly, and neither get 
drunk nor use foul language in 
public, one can see that the 
manufacturers might prefer their 
public image to be associated 
with dogs, rather than the dirtier 
and more degenerate climbers. 

The Climbing free breakfast at 
Willow Springs was even better 
attended this year than 1988, and 
fortunately also better stocked. A 
long line of cars waited outside 
the locked gates by 6.00am. The 
feeding frenzy was followed by a 
prize draw, with some nice items 
raffled off. Layton Kor was the 
lucky winner of a finger-training 
board - I guess they want the old 
man back in shape. Many boots 
manufacturers, including La 
Sportiva, Dolomite, Scarpa, 5.10 

and Merrell brought an 
assortment of shoes for climbers 
to try out bouldering. Bo real (Fire) 
were notably absent, both from 
the breakfast and from the show 
entirely, leading to much 
speculation by their competitors. 

The premier event was the 
preview of the video of the 1988 
Snowbird climbing competition . 
Though admission to this was 
only by hard-to-get invitations, 
there was still a standing-room 
only crowd. REI sponsored the 
event and Jeff Lowe introduced 
Dick Bass of Snowbird. Everyone 
patiently sat through various 
speeches, awaiting the main 
event. The OS national climbing 
team members were announced, 
those present (most of them) 
taking a bow. The team was 
expected to include: Scott 
Franklin, Dale Goddard, Christian 
Griffith, Chris Hill, Ron Kauk, 
Jason Stern, Todd Skinner, Alan 
Watts, and, for the women, Bobbi 
Bensman, Lynn Hill, Kristin 
Brum heller and Alison Osius. 

The video was definitely an 
audience participation event. 
With so many of the video's 
protagonists present, everyone 
would cheer them and clap them 
on the back after a particularly 
good move, or groan in sympathy 
when they fell off. It's a great 
video, no matter where you see it, 
but it was an added excitement to 
have the video's stars sitting 
beside me. 

My favourite new toy was the 
new finger training board by 
Entre-prise. Th is board is slightly 
larger than the other plastic 
models by Metolius. It is cast of a 
pleasant stone-like material 
which gives it a gritty, grainy 
texture. This might even help 
toughen wintersoft fingertips, a 
perennial spring problem. It 
features various holds, including 
some nice pinch grips. I liked it so 
much I immediately planked 
down my money and bought one. 
Sybille Hechtel 
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Bolt War of Words Continues in South West 

SOUTH WALES 
Gower 
The idyllic Gower peninsula 
continues to attract its devoted 
activists. At Rhossilli, the Sharp/ 
Lewis team attacked the obvious 
arete below Trial Wall, giving 
Sinister Sister (E4 5c), then 
climbed the good slab pitch above 
Poser Buttress at E4 6a. Over on 
the Three Sisters, Alan Price 
repeated Bullock's Sister of 
Mercy, without the rest point, at 
E4 6a. The omnipresent Sharp 
Popped In and Souled Out at E5 
6b up the overhanging rock left of 
French Undressing. The same 
area was overcome with 
Cracker's parallel line Chilean 
Flame Flower(E5 6b). Maintaining 
the same theme is Cracker's 
Flaming Fingers (E5 6b) 30ft right 
of French Undressing. The same 
day, in Deborah's Zawn, Crocker 
launched up the flake on the left 
wall producing Debbie Reynolds 
(E5 6a). Local John Bullock came 
across a good new zawn W. of 
Pain land and with R. Thomas 
produced ten good pitches in the 
E1 /E2 grades. At Pennard Paul 
Donnithorne produced several 
small pitches but pride of place 
goes to Cracker's Five Years to 
Live(E5 6b) taking the improbable 
bulge and arete between Throb 
and Arosfa and giving one of the 
best new pitches to come out of 
the Gower recently. 
Roy Thomas 

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND 
Swanage 
Crispin Waddy and Dave Thomas 
made a brief stopover at Swanage 
during the Easter vacation, and in 
the course of a 48 hour new 
routeing spree they came away 
with five new ones in the 
Fisherman's Ledge area. The 
Whey of All Men (E3 6a) is an 
enjoyable roof problem on perfect 
rock right of Rough Boys and was 
the work of Dave Thomas. Crispin 
did an unnamed E2 5c up the rib 
right of Rough Boys. He then went 
on to solo a new E2 5c up the 
hanging rib on the buttress left of 
The Conger and added a 
companion route, The Great 
Shark Hunt (E4 6a), which climbs 
an overhanging groove to the • 
right. The pair also added an E5 
6a to an undisclosed area of rock 
that is said to be very reminiscent 
of Gogarth. 

South Devon 
Apart from the extreme letter
boxing activities of the infamous 
Messrs Scratcher & Skrl1)tom at 
Saddle Tor, where they had a 
physical encounter with Busty 
Bitch (E4 6b), the moor was more 
somnolent than living memory 
cares to recall; the calm before 
the storm no doubt. 

Chudleigh's new route potential 
unfortunately staggered to the 
grave of total development with 
this latest clutch of additions. First 
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off the mark was local expert 
Robbie Warke, who picked his 
way carefully up the last 
remaining morsel of rock between 
The Spider and Great Western to 
give The Web (E4 6a). Jonathon 
Gandy began a long and possibly 
illustrious career when, with the 
smell of victory in his nostrils, he 
forced Napalm (VS 4c) through 
the densely vegetated bulge to 
the right of South Face. Further 
right Nick White managed to free 
the top roof of Leo (A3) to give The 
Mane Man (E4 6c). And finally the 
grossly overhanging wall to the 
right of Fare Well to Arms 
succumbed to White's Big Bird 
(E5 6b). 

Down Torbay way the new 
route activity has been more 
frenetic than ever, with rival 
Devon teams having to contend 
with marauding Avon interlopers 
and a rejuvenated North Wales 
'hot shot' Pat Littlejohn. Anstey's 
Cove had a thorough going over 
last spring; the Mitre buttress in 
particular is groaning under such 
heavyweight E-grade gems as 
Empire of the Sun (E6 6a) and 
Martin Cracker's excellent The 
Mightier (E6 6c). Slightly more 
amenable and proving very 
popular is How the Mighty Fall 
(E5 6a), just to the left of The 
Mightier. Around the corner a 
small bay of rock yielded End of 
an Era (E2 5b) and the finer Time 
Waites For No Man (E4 6b). 
During a recent visit Crispin 
Waddy made a very impressive 
solo ascent of Chris Nicholson's 
Devonshire Cream (E5 6a), after 
leading it first . Just right of 
Devonshire Cream White 
managed to red point the 
immaculate groove line of La 
Creme (E6 6c), with both Dave 
Thomas and Ian Vincent working 
on the second ascent. On the 
upper tier Nick White added Cry 
Creamdom (E3 5c) to the right of 
The Creaming Dream, while Jon 
Gandy managed the slabby wall 
at the right end of the tier to give 
Tasty Snappers (E2 5c). Pete Bolt 
steeled both fingers and toes to 
crank out Nebulous Crab (E3 6b) 
and Shooting Stars (E4 6a), two 
fine face climbs on the Moonshot 
buttress; whereas White's More 
Steam, Bigger Women (E5 6b) 
takes the tasty directissima 
between Cocytus and Blonde 
Bombshell. The huge overhung 
groove line to the right of Blonde 
Bombshell fell to some 
Northumbrian muscle in the 
shape of Dave Turnbull, who 
called it The Shroud for obvious 
reasons. Jon Gandy also did a 
rising right to left traverse into 
Acheron called Agent Orange (E3 
6a for the leader, but mild E5 for 
the second!). 

The Sanctuary Wall came in for 
a blitzing as well. Martin Crocker 
was first away with the excellent 
Free. the Spirit(E7 6a), with Crispin 
Waddy in quick for the second 
ascent; but it was left to Dave 

Nick White on Shooting Stars (E4 6a), Torbay. Photo: 8. Aikman. 
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Thomas to do the first bolt free 
ascent at E6 6a, which is how the 
route should have been done in 
the first place. Call of the Wild (E6 
6b) on the other hand is a typical 
Littlejohn creation. It takes the 
striking groove that bisects the 
first pitch of Madness and errs a 
little too enthusiastically on the 
wrong side of vertical for most 
people's liking. Having gained a 
taste for this sort of climbing, 
White managed a few additions 
of his own. False Gods (E5 6a) 
takes the bald wall and hanging 
groove to the right of Incubus 
Direct, while Up in Arms (E5 6b) 
tackles the leaning wall to the 
right of Call to Arms. Robbie 
Warke also squeezed a few in here 
with The Opium Eaters (E4 5c) and 
The Supernatural Anaesthetist 
(E4 6a) being the best of the 
bunch. 

After a lot of effort White 
managed to add the direct finish 
to Shadow Beast in Long Quarry 
Point making it the most 
technically sustained outing in 
the area at top-end E6 6c, a grade 
recently confirmed by an in-form 
Steve Meyers. 

Berry Head has once again 
come to the fore, with some major 
new lines falling and Caveman 
receiving a second free ascent 

from Thomas and White. A good 
deal of loose rock was 
inadvertently removed during 
their epic repeat and the first hard 
pitch is substantially harder, 
warranting a technical grade of 
6b, with an overall grade of E6. 

Just before the ban closed the 
Old Redoubt for another nesting 
season Nick White managed to 
do Man O'War(E6 6a/b), which 
free climbs the first half of Iron 
Butterfly (A3) and then wildly 
traverses the overhanging wall to 
the right to join Yardarm in a 
spectacular position. While aiding 
the Iron Butterfly one of the bolts 
at the start stripped, so White 
replaced it as it is an integral part 
of Depth Charge as well as the aid 
route. It was not placed, as some 
people have suggested, to aid the 
ascent of Man O'Waras it appears 
nowhere near the new hard 
climbing. Warspite (E5 6a) comes 
courtesy of Robbie Warke, and is 
based around the magnificent 
arete to the left of the start of 
Yardarm. 

The thin white pillar between 
Goddess of Gloom and Moon raker 
is the main feature of Lunar Sea 
(E3 5c), which gives some exciting, 
though eliminate style, climbing. 
The Blue Grotto area has also 
seen some intense activity. 



Eddie Cooper on the first ascent of Double or Quits (E3 6a), at Basher's 
Harbour, South Cornwall. Photo : Pat Littlejohn. 
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Dominic 'Trouble' Gandy began 
the epic Gulliver's Travels six 
months ago, and has interspersed 
his ascent of this high level left to 
right girdle of the Magical 
Mystery Tour with expeditions to 
Ecuador in search of lost treasure. 
In an Alpine setting this route 
would surely introduce the IXth 
grade and is definitive Xth grade 
for the second, as brother Jon will 
testify. Frank Ramsey realised the 
potential of the Bismark wall 
when he added Graf Spee (E4 6a), 
a superb thin crackline up the 
impending white wall right of the 
Blue Grotto. After dispensing with 
Frank's rest point on Graf Spee 
White went on to add Arc Royale 
(E4 6a) just to its right, and the 
hard lines are still there to be 
done. 

At the neglected Churston 
Ouarries, Pete Bolt and Nick White 
added numerous worthwhile 
routes, some of the best being 
Born Toulouse (E4 6a/b), The 
Impressionist (E5 6b), Monet For 
Old Rope (E2 5c), Freudian 
Gymslip (E1 5b) and Beware the 
Sphinx (VS 4c) on the twin 
buttresses to the left of 
Bloodhound. Further rightwards 
on the wall above Slipshod they 
also added Bearing Down (E5 6b), 

The Salmon Run (E3 6a), Walking 
Tall (E3 5b), Cream Tea Special 
(E1 5a), Supercalorific (E3 5c) and 
the exquisite No Holds Barred(E5 
6b). 

Torbryan Quarry received 
another addition at the hands of 
Robbie Warke. Barney Rubble (E4 
6b) takes the eliminate line in
between Thread Flintstone and 
Boogie on Down. 

Another quarry that has recently 
reached maturity is Hazard . 
Routes such as Garth (E5 6a) and 
Samurai (E3 5c) are already 
established classics ; however the 
ingenious Le Hazard (E5 6b), 
which employs a nifty rope 
manoeuvre to overcome the 
initial overhang, as well as The 
Tapes of Wrath (E3 5c), Groove 
Tube (E3 5b) and Croix de Guerre 
(E3 5c) are all excellent new 
additions. 

Finally Dave Thomas added On 
the Rink of Disaster (E6 6a/b), a 
magnificent slab route in Cove 
Quarry near Tiverton, Devon 's 
answer to Llanberis slate. 
North Devon and Cornwall 
At Hippa Rock, ageing rock 
Lothario Pete Bull came out of 
retirement to retell his Tales of 
Don Juan (E1 5b) to a crowd of 
adolescent girl-guides. However, 

most of the new activity has been 
focused at Lower Sharpnose. 
Since the last area report in 
Mountain, the number of new 
routes has virtually doubled. As 
precocious as ever, Steve Monks 
has added the first E7 to the North 
Coast area with his ascent of 
Coronary Country (E7 6b) which 
climbs the intimidating wall to the 
right of Fay on the South Face of 
the Middle Fin. 

On the North Face of the North 
Fin Steve also straightened out 
Chris Nicholson's new classic 
Blackthorn Winter (E5 6a), to give 
a sustained E5 direct up the wall 
above its start. He dealt out the 
same treatment to Chris's Poker 
Face, grading his direct version 
E5 6a/b. 

On the Baby Fin opposite these 
routes a variety of short technical 
problems on immaculate rock 
were added by Chris and White; 
namely Ning Nang_ (E3 5c), 
American Excess (E3 5c), Early 
Ming (E4 6a), Grypt-up Phynne 
(E4 6a) and Cold Snap (E5 6b). The 
flying fin of rock to the left of 
Blackthorn Winter provides the 
intimidating layback flake of 
Wafer Phynne (E3 5b), a must 
while it's still standing. 

The South Face of the North Fin 
received a few additions in the 
shape of Wraith (E5 6b) , a tenuous 
line to the left of Out of the Blue. 
Clark Alston added Misery Goat 
(E2 5c) to the right of Hatchet, 
while Crispin Waddy did an 
eliminate line based on it to give 
When the Goat Comes In (E3 5c). 

Nick's Culm to Mother(E5 6b) 
takes an exacting line up the wall 
to the right of Clawtrack on the 
North Face of the Middle Fin. 
Another Waddy route (E5 6a/b) 
takes the bald line 20 feet to the 
left of Tonic for the Troops and is 
said to be rather bold with a 
crucial No. 1 Friend. However by 
far his best addition so far is 
Finesse (E5 6b), which is the right 
arete of Alpyne Groyne, and jolly 
good it is too. He also added an 
eliminate line between 
Pacemaker and Fay at E5 6b, 
finishing up Pacemaker. 

Finally Frank Ramsey managed 
to muscle in on the 'scene' with 
his Hearts and Minds (E5/6 6a), an 
audacious line taking the area of 
rock directly beneath the abseil 
point on the top of the South Face 
of the Middle Fin. 

Carn Gowla has seen another 
major addition to the America 
Buttress with Crispin Waddy's 
ascent of the striking arete to the 
right of Guernica. Ku Klux Klan 
weighs in at an indecisive E5/6 
6a/b. 
West Penwith 
The main news from West 
Penwith has to be Mark Edwards' 
route Red Rose, which weighs in 
at a mighty ES 7c. Apart from its 
apparent status as the world's 
hardest route by two full grades, 
it's a tribute to Mark's modesty 
that it has gone unreported for so 
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long, but that might have 
something to do with the line of 
'small' 10mm bolts in the route, 
as well as its close proximity to 
Sennen's finest Severe, Demo 
Route. However, stranger still is 
the other 'mega' route of Mark's, 
Diamond Life (E7 7a) at Lands 
End. It's not even included in the 
'New Climbs '88' and yet it is the 
name on every Spanish climber's 
lips due to its inclusion in the 
Autumn issue of Extrem!?! 

On a repeat of the Edwards 
route White Eagle on the Paradise 
Wall, Crispin Waddy and Frank 
Ramsey deleted the superfluous 
belay bolt as they found plenty of 
adequate gear for the belay. They 
also noticed an extensive line of 
bolts traversing the island 
opposite the Paradise Wall area, 
for no apparent reason. 

And so to Bashers Harbour 
where Pat Littlejohn and Eddie 
Cooper have been putting up new 
routes with machine gun rapidity. 
However they were beaten to the 
plum line by an Australian doctor, 
so the story goes; obviously it 
pays to listen to the bush 
telegraph . The following routes 
lie in the steep bay in the middle 
of the crag . The obvious double 
groove line on the left of the bay 
was done by the flying doc at E2 
5b, while Double or Quits (E3 6a) 
takes the double arete just to the 
right of the grooves and is said to 
be well worth a repeat by its 
perpetrator, Eddie Cooper. The 
big line on the right side ofthe bay 
is Catch a Falling Star (E4 6b) by 
Pat ; it takes the obvious crackline 
in the blunt arete leading to a 
second incipient crack in the 
headwall. The Crunch (E5 6a), 
again by Pat, takes the crackline 
trending right then left from 30 
foot up Catch a Falling Star and is 
said to be a mite crispy. Pennies 
from Heaven (E3 6a) is the fine 
crack in the smooth wall around 
the corner from The Crunch, and 
was the handywork of the man 
from Cork. 
The Lizard 
Way down on the southernmost 
tip of England, Littlejohn resumed 
his acquaintance with Hidden Cliff 
at Vellan Head with The Falconer 
(E4 6a), which climbs the buttress 
to the right of True North. And 
Eddie felt like Going Places (E4 
6a) when he scorched his way up 
the crackline in the overhanging 
wall above the easy descent to 
the base of the cliff. 

However the big news in this 
area was Dave Thomas's near 
flash of Lazarus (E7 6c) at Bass 
Point, only failing due to a hold 
snapping at the top of the crux 
sequence. His next attempt was a 
mere formality, and he 
commented later that it was mild 
E6 6b, but Crispin Waddy could 
not get anywhere near it so the 
true grade probably lies between 
the two. 

(All uncredited routes by the 
author.) Nick White 



EVENTS 

Yorkshire Hosts Britain's First 
Climbing Competition 
I arrived at the Leeds University 
Sports Hall feeling a little nervous 
and a lot depressed. Having 
shouted my mouth off long 
enough in condemnation, I was 
now required to attend, or suffer 
accusations of ignorance. 
Perhaps I was anxious that I might 
actually like it, or that 
competitions were OK after all. I 
needn't have worried. 

A local firm of climbing wall 
manufacturers had stolen the 
march on the 'Blue Suits' by 
staging the first such competition 
on British soil. The crag was a 
scaffolding tower in the middle of 
the arena and attached to this 
were four leaning walls made of 
plywood panels with holds stuck 
on . Two faces were used for the 
Junior and Veterans courses, one 
for the ladies, and one especially 
hard one for the 'Open' category, 
which was strictly for the men. 

The idea of the event was for 
people to climb the overhanging 
plywood panels to the top without 
falling off and in the shortest 
possible time. All this refereed by 
a portly gentleman in a blazer 
carrying a stopwatch and whistle, 
and two judges hanging from 
ropes on either side. To ensure 
fairness, the contestants were all 
kept locked up in a room so they 
couldn't see the problems 
beforehand. The lines were 
protected by in situ quickdraws 
on bolts and the first one was pre
clipped so that no one would hurt 
themselves. You were allowed to 
fall off from above the first bolt, 
but if you clipped the second bolt 
and then fell off, you were out of 
the game. 

So the chap in the blazer would 
blow his whistle, and an 
extremely fit looking climber 
would see how high he or she 
could get before falling off, then 
everyone would clap. 

The first day was spent weeding 
out the weaker, less able entrants 
such as John Dunne and Johnny 
Dawes, and most of the Open 
Final weeding out the shorter, 
weaker, less able climbers such 
as Dougie Hall and Jerry Peel. 

By the end of the day, however, 
someone had won, the rest 
hadn't, and everyone was 
relieved that we had a new Pope 
and didn't have to worry any more 
about who was the best climber 
in Britain. In typical British style, a 
prize was given for the most 
spectacular failure. 

I had a great time, meeting all 
my friends and marvelling, as I 
always do, at the technical 
prowess and deft footwork 
displayed by a group of very 
dedicated people - the sponsors. 
And as the hall cleared of 
spectators and cigarette smoke, I 
wandered through the litter of 
discarded crisp packets and 
programmes, happy in the 
knowledge that this was the way 
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forward for British climbing, a 
separate development from that 
which happens on the crags. The 
South Africans have a word for 
separate development, don't 
they? Apartheid - yes, that's it -
climbing now has its own 
apartheid . 
Bernard Newman 

Leeds Film Festival 
Chaos Reigns: No Survivors 
Amidst wails of boredom, 
disenchanted Film Festees, not 
unlike lemmings, hurl themselves 
at the makeshift bar to drown in a 
sea of bitter despair. Those 
unable to locate the bar owing to 
inadequate signposting are found 
wandering aimlessly throughout 
a labyrinth of concrete deep in the 
heart of the University of Leeds. 
The remains of these 
unfortunates will no doubt be 
uncovered by filmgoers in a 
similar situation two years hence. 

Poor attendances due to 
inadequate promotion and/or the 
weekend of the festival falling on 
two sunny days (a rare 
commodity for 1989 thus far) left 
trade representatives and 
promoters alike appearing to 
outnumber eager filmgoers. And 
very fortunate this may have been 
too. With any larger attendance 
the BMC may have had a riot on 
their hands. 

Every scheduled event of this 
Festival teetered on the brink of 
oblivion, with cancellations, re
scheduling and/or complete 
breakdown in the synchronisation 
of projection and sound. A 
culmination of these atrocities 
mainly befell Jim Curran, a man 
seemingly plagued with this sort 
of travesty by fools not suffered 
gladly. (E.g. Kendal Film Festival 
1980, whilst attempting to screen 
The Bat in adverse lighting 
conditions.) In an act of 
shameless dedication, Jim had 
sacrificed his only copies of The 
Batand Kongurfilmstothe 
splicing machine. Highlights of 
these films were to be used in 
conjunction with a slide 
presentation and lecture covering 
all aspects of mountaineering film 
production. Regrettably, a failure 
on the part of the organisers to 
synchronise the sound and 
projection of these highlights left 
all in attendance with no other 
escape from this weekend-long 
comedy of errors than to tear out 
their own teeth and slash their 
wrists with them. This, coupled 
with further delays and 
synchronisation problems whilst 
attempting to screen K2, Triumph 
and Tragedy, became a complete 
injustice to one man's work. 

However, Jim Curran did not 
suffer these tribulations alone. 
German film maker and guest 
lecturer Gerhard Baur remained 
calm, collected and perhaps 
ovetly polite as every projector in 
the theatre failed completely. 

The scene at the Yorkshire Open Climbing Competition. 
Photo: Bernard Newman. 

Eventually, after being 
abandoned at the helm by 
organisers, not unlike rats 
deserting a sinking ship, he 
managed to show his film 
personally on a very small 
projector. Now as a matter of 
interest, this very projector's 
presence was the outcome of a 
Saturday spent by various people 
(who were not, incidentally, 
festival organisers) trying to make 
possible the screening of one of 
the Czechoslovakian films 
brought over for the event. Owing 
to a complete cock-up (after all, 
let's not mince our words here), 
the BMC had failed to provide 
adequate facilities for the 
showing oft he Czechoslovak film, 
and the mess was left for others 

to sort out, thus ruining their 
potentia.1 enjoyment of the 
festival. Overall, an attitude of 
careless indifference towards the 
foreign guests appeared to 
prevail. 

In the event that the BMC have 
learned nothing from this 
debacle, they must at least realise 
that film-makers and 
photographers alike will become 
increasingly disheartened by · 
continued disorganisation and 
the insufferable degradation of 
their work. This will result in the 
closeting of all material, with 
British Mountaineering Film 
Festivals becoming a distant 
memory. Kendal, where are you 
now? 
Glenn Robbins 



LETTERS Troll Reply to Wild Country 

Troll and Competitions 
from Tony Howard 

Dear Bernard, 
I was very interested to read 

Mark Val lance's letter in Mountain 
124 about Climbing Competition . 
I believe you sympathise with his 
viewpoint and I should say from 
the outset that we at Troll are of a 
similar opinion. There are in fact 
few, if any, points that I actually 
disagree with in Mark's letter, but 
I will search them out as I think it 
should be answered to explain 
Troll's reasons for being a 
competition sponsor. 

1. Amateur grass-roots 
competition climbin1 does not 
exist. Well, it does, and probably 
always has. Climbers have always 
competed amongst themselves 
and as soon as we had accurate 
grading of routes we had 'one
upmanship' ; sometimes friendly 
and sometimes not! 

2. 'Style ' could disappear. 

Discounting unethical tactics I 
don 't see how today's most ' 
difficult routes can be climbed 
without style! 

3. Manufacturers can promote 
sales by sponsorship rather than 
excellence. However much one 
advertises, climbers have always 
had enough common sense to 
sort the wheat from the chaff. Our 
reason for being involved is that 
as a pioneering manufacturer in 
the rock climbing/mountaineering 
game we continually and naturally 
diversify into the 'cutting edge' of 
new interlinked activities (such as 
paragliding for example), and that 
is exactly what we see Artificial 
Wall Climbing and Competition 
Climbing as, not Rock Climbing 
but a new sport. Call it Sport 
Clim.bing if you like, or merely 
v.ert1cal Gymnastics, it is quite 
simply a new sport with its own 
peculiar demands on equipment. 
As such it is a natural extension of 
what Troll is into. 

LEADS 

As regards financing actual 
competitio.n.s, there is certainly 
no compet1t1on to see who can be 
the biggest sponsor in the UK. 
Manufacturers involved are 
contributing equally and co
operating with each other in a 
friendly and helpful manner (even 
amongst so-called manufacturing 
competitors). If the British 
competition is successful any 
costs to sponsors should 
eventually be re-couped. There is 
no reason that prices of gear 
should be affected, and hopefully 
everyone will enjoy themselves. 

. As to all Mark's other points, he 
1s sadly right but the big wheel is 
turning and it won't be stopped -
the pressure is on from the 
climbers, not the manufacturers 
who simply respohd to this ' 
pressure. It is not our privilege as 
manufacturers to force our 
opinions onto others. If it was, 
Troll wouldn't be making chalk 
bags! Instead, we have to meet 

THE 
COMPETITION 

the requirements of those for 
whom we make the gear. With 
luck this new game of Vertical 
Gymnastics will ease the pressure 
on the mountain crags for 'real ' 
climbers, and hopefully leave the 
cliffs rather quieter than they are 
at present. Little wonder I escape 
to the solitude of desert 
mountains to refresh myself on 
virgin rock 'far from the madding 
crowds'! 
4. I got into my present job 
because I love climbing. I do not 
wish to promote something that 
could kill its soul. I too love 
climbing but conversely I would 
hope that Troll's involvement in 
Competitions will help to provide 
an alternative outlet for those 
whose raison d'etre is purely an 
obsession with technical difficulty 
rather than the spiritual 
inspiration that comes from living 
and climbing in wild mountains. 
Yours sincerely, 
Tony Howard 
(Co-Founder of Troll) 

Brand new ergonomically 
profiled last, all leather 

uppers, cut away heel, close 
lacing & low elasticated 

ankle support plus Bond
T ex laminate midsole 

give unrivalled 
performance. 

Built on the same last as the 

A climbing shoe to rival any 
boot. Built on the Wonder last 

with a fibreglass midsole for 
superb edging, and 

comfortable all leather 
cambrelle lined 

uppers. 

ever popular Joshua
T ree, the Comet has 

the usual high 
friction Kamel sole 

bonded to new 
all-leather 

low-cut 
uppers. 

SOLE U.K. DISTRIBUTORS: 

N 

p M E N T 

RISE HILL MILL, 
DENT, SEDBERGH, 
CUMBRIA. LA 7 0 5QL 
TEL: 05875-370 
TLX: 65424 
FAX: 05875-454 



1-

w 
lo: 

0 

<( 

., 

<( 

a: 

w 
.J 

> 
1-

U) 

w 

w 
a: 

~ ------------
Send £1.50 to receive our exciting new brochure for spring/summer '89. 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms M -5-89 

Address 

Post Code -----
Sendto: Mountain Equipment Ltd., FREEPOST, Leech Street, Stalybridge, 
Cheshire, SK15 1YD. (No stamp needed). Te lephone 061-338 8793. 

WORLD LEADERS IN 

PERFORMANCE 

OUTDOOR CLOTHING 

~ 
Mountain Equipment 
20 EVEREST EXPEDITIONS 

1-

w 

> 
j 

C 

<( 

z 
a: 
j .. 
<( 

z 
z 
<( 

> 
1-

U) 

w 

w 
a: 
II. 





Asolo boots are not ordinary 
boots, they are ' items of 
equipment designed for 
mountaineering, hiking or 
backpacking, telemark skiing 
and rock climbing. Asolo boots 

Size3-7 Size8-J0 ~ize 11-13 

Aso~ System 
Variable ... ... ... 
Thickness Midsole - - --
Traditional ... ~ ~ Midsole -Uniform TooStiff Correct TooSoft 
Thickness Flexibilily 

are built not 
only for your 
feet but for your 
body. 

Innovation is· an Asolo 
trademark. 
The use of Asoflex®, a synthetic 
midsole, in 1981 started a new 
era in durable lightweight 
footwear. The Asosorb® 
System, usmg Sorbothane® 

or your 0 

enclosed in the heel cavity, 
introduced in 1983 provides 
excellent shock absorption in 
hiking footwear. The intro
duction of polyurethane 
midsoles in telemark footwear 
in 1980 introduced skiers . to 
new levels of 
performance. 

TheAFS 101 
CarboriFiber, 

a revolutionary 
new product in 
mountaineering 
footwear was 
introduced in 1987. For this 
product Asolo was awarded the 
Compasso d'Oro by the 
Industrial Design Association of 
Milan. 

Asolo employs a worldwide 
team of product designers and 

To obtain a copy of the cun eV Asolo catalogue please contact:-
USA. Kenko International Corp. 8141 West 1-70 f ;rage Road North, ARVADA, COLARADO 80002 

UK. First Ascent, 2a Culfor rove, LONDON N22 5AT. 

professionals 
including the 
alpinist Christo-

Profit and climber 
Isabelle Patissier. These 
professionals provide assistance 
both in design and product 
usage. This assures you that 
Asolo will continue to provide 
the finest footwear available for ,, 
your special outdoor needs. Outdoor people. 



Dreaming of adventure? 

HEADFOR 
771e 'swp 'where rnu s1ar1 -

* Moumaineering 
* Orie111eering 
* Trekking -or 11here 
* Climbing m11 cm1 selec1 

a ra1her more * Caring ,// 

* Skiing- UNUSUAL HOLIDAY' 

(l_n/)~ 107,North1/ill, /'\JV(//'\ Plymouth, Devon. 

~r"\~ (0752) 22726~ 

i.-===---======-===-========='=Y 
~omplete or add_to your coll_ection of Mountaineering Magazines and Journals. Back 
issues of Mo~ntam, Cr'!gs, Climber and Rambler, Himalayan Journal, Climbing, Rock & 
Ice, Appalachia, Summit, Off Belay and others. Mountain book list. · 
Joe Kramarsic, Box 1342, Dillon, Colorado 80435. USA. 

CHAMONIX Inclusive guided courses, excellent accommodation and superb food . 
Mont Blanc - classic snow & ice, or Rock climbing in the Aiguilles. Also self catering 
chalet sleeps 4, 8, or 12. Brian Hall , Mountain Expe'rience (M l, The Cottage, Whitehough 
Head, Chinley, Stockport, SK12 6BX, UK. Tel: 0663-50160. 

SAVE 
MONEY 

MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING At-JD EQUIPMENT 
Largest UX. stockists of.specialist top quality materials and 
accessories. Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 
Trade and retail. SAE. catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor Holmbridge, Huddersfield, w. Yorks. 0484. 684302 

CLIMB IN NEPAL 
ISLAND PEAK (20,304 ft,) CHULU EAST (20,321 ft.) 

Both led by experienced western mountaineers. 
Also wide range of trekking holidays-Classic treks (Everest/Annapurna) and off the beaten 

track (Rolwaling/Langtang), from 18-36 days. 
For a brochure contact - CLASSIC NEPAL LTD. (M). 33 M1::tro Avenue, Newton, Derbyshire, 

DE55 5UF. (0773) 873497 (24 hrs) 
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OUTDOOR PROTECTION 
SPECIALIST RETAILERS 

ACTION SPORTS 
CAMBRIDGE 
ALAN HOPKINS 
SELL Y OAK, BIRMINGHAM 
ALPINE CENTRE 
BLACKPOOL 
ALPINE SPORTS 
MANCHESTER 
STRAND, LONDON 
KENSINGTON, LONDON 
BASE CAMP 
LrITLEHAMPTON 
BILL MARSHALL 
ABERDEEN 
BRAMAC OUTDOOR 
SPECIALISTS 
DUBLIN 
CAPRICORN 
MOUNTAINEERING 
SHIPLEY 
CENTRES PORT 
LEEDS 
CLIMBER & RAMBLER 
BElWSYCOED 
CLIMBERS SHOP 
AMBLESIDE 
COTSWOLD CAMPING 
SOUTH CERNEY 
READING 
SHEPHERD'S BUSH, 
LONDON 
DERBY MOUNTAIN 
CENTRE 
DERBY 
DONCASTER 

RAB~ DOWN 
IOUIPMINT 

FELL&CRAG 
SOUTHPORT 
FOUR SEASONS 
BARNARD CASTLE 
GLACIER SPORT 
PRESTON 
HILL TREKKER 
NEWCASTLE, CO. DOWN 
HITCH 'N HIKE 
HOPE VALLEY (PEAK 
DISTRICT) 
JOE BROWN 
LLANBERIS 
CAPEL CURIG 
JO ROYLE 
BUXTON 
HANLEY 
LO MOUNTAIN CENTRE 
NEWCASTLE 
MOUNTAIN TRADING CO. 
BRISTOL 
NEVISPORT 
EDINBURGH 
GLASGOW 
FORT WILLIAM 
NICK ESTCOURT 
ALTRINCHAM 
OPEN SPACES 
BRIGHTON 
OUT&ABOUT 
HEREFORD 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE 
PETERBOROUGH 
OUTDOOR 
PROFESSIONAL EQPT. 

SUPPLIES 
STONE (STAFFS) 
OUTSIDE 
HATHERSAGE 
PADARN SPORTS 
LLANBERIS 
PAUL BRAITHWAITE 
OLDHAM 
WARRINGTON 
PEAK GEAR 
GLOSSOP 
ROCK BARN 
CAMDEN, LONDON 
ROCK&RUN 
AMBLESIDE 
SHEFFIELD 
ROGER TURNER 
NOTTINGHAM 
LEICESTER 
SNOW&ROCK 
KENSINGTON, LONDON 
HOLBORN, LONDON 
BIRMINGHAM 
SUMMITREKS 
CONISTON 
SURF& SKI 
BRIGHTON 
REIGATE 
WILDERNESS WAYS 
CHESTERFIELD 
HARROGATE 
LEEDS 
MIDDLESBOROUGH 
NEWCASTLE 
YORK 
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THREE INDEPENDENT COMPANIES 
ONE OBJECTIVE- EXCELLENCE 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Braddon 
Mountain Designs, 
7 Lonsdale Street, 2601 . 
Tel. (062) 267.488 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pall in 
11 Lonsdale St., 
Braddon, 2601 . 
Tel. (062) 573.883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Katoomba 
Paddy Pallin 
166 Katoomba St., 2780. 
Tel. (047) 822.014 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
527 Kingsway, 2228. 
Tel. (02) 525.6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
494 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 267.8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02.264.3146/02.267.3639 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2685 (C) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment), 
327 Sussex St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
76 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. (07) 839 6609 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs 
99 Albert Street, 4000. 
Tel. (07) 211.6756 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Torre Mountaincraft 
Shop 10/600 Sherwood Rd ., 
Sherwood 4075 
Tel. (07) 379.5549 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Mountain Designs 
185 Pulteney Street, 5000. 
Tel. (08) 232.0690 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pallin 
40 Waymouth St., 5000 
Tel. (08) 212.7857 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pall in, 
74-78 Elizabeth St., 7000. 
Tel. (002) 310.777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin, 
59 Brisbane St., 7250. 
Tel. (003) 314.240 (C) 

Victoria : Box Hill 
Paddy Pallin 
8 Market St., 3128 . 
Tel. (03) 898.8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
401 Riversdale Rd. , 3123 
Tel. (03) 882.7229 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports 

Pty. Ltd. 
204 La Trobe Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 662.3349 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Mountain Designs 
377 Little Bourke Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67 .8238 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin 
360 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 670.4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia: Perth 
Mountain Designs 
862 Hay St., 6000. 
Tel. (09) 322 4774 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
Shop 1, 105 Lord St., 6000 
Tel. (09) 325.5984 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Bivouac 
5 Fort Street 
Tel. (09) 366.1966 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Christchurch 
235 High Street (Head Office) . 
Tel. 667.148/661 .048 
Fax (64 3) 665375 
8 Stores Nationwide 

Christchurch 
Bivouac 
Cnr. Cashel St & Oxford Terrace 
Tel. (03) 663.197 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd. 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 0064.03.666.211 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Bivouac 
16TheTerrace 
Kelvin Chambers 
Tel. (04) 732.587 

BELGIUM 
Leuven - Hasselt 
Kariboe 
Naamse Steenweg 86 
B-3030 
Tel. 32/16- 23.07.72 
Fax. 32/16 - 20.54.46 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
1009 4th Avenue. S.W. T2P OKS 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave. , V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario: Oakville 
Canadian Mountain Supplies, 
P.O. Box 848, 
109 Thomas St., L6J 5C5 
Tel. 416.845.4900 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
35 Front Street East, M4E 1 B3 
Tel. (416) 363.0122 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel.524.1106 

GERMANY 
Bochum 
Berghuser Gmbh 
Alleestr . 89 
PC 4630 
Tel. 0234-64729 or 12761 
(C) (M) (S) Free catalogue 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Send linger Str.85, P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex. 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Everest Sports Ltd., 
Mezz. Floor, 83 Sai Yee St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon 
Tel. 3-914019 
Telex. 71666 HKTEL HX attn: 

zcv 1137894326 
Fax. 3-900024 

Grade Vi'Alpine Equipment 
& Services 

172 Tung Lo Wan Road, 
Mezz. Floor, 
Causeway Bay. 
Te I. 5-669313/5-669331 
Telex. 71947 HYBME HX 
Telefax. 852-5-8068287 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre, 

1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon . 
Tel. 3-848190 
Telex. 33552 MTCTR 
Telefax. 852-3-7707110 

Mountain Services lnt'I, 
Head Office (Export & Import), 
102, 1/F, 
32-34 Morrison Hill Rd ., 
Wanchai . 
Tel. 5-733313 
Telex. 65205 MTSEV HX 
Fax. 5-8380894 

Mountain Services lnt'I Ltd., 
Retail Shop, 
M/F., 56 Morrison Hill Road, 
Wanchai, Hong Kong . 
Tel. 5-733329 

NETHERLANDS 
Amsterdam 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Marnixstraat 2, 
1015XH 
Tel. 020-24.36.52 

Maastricht 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Heugemerweg 4, 6221 GJ 
Tel. 043-21.71.48 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road. 
Tel. 061 .928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, 
Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 05394.32297 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd . 
9/10 Grampian Road, 
PH221RH 
Tel. 0479.810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
14-16 Priory House, 
Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 236 8280 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill 
Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021.236.6816 (S) 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd., 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bolton 
Haute Montagne Ltd. 
10 Manor Street 
Tel. 0204.386251 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd ., 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd., BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1 /2 Regents Street (corner of 
Church Street), 
BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road . 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd . 
5 Welsh Back. 
BS14SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Bristol 
Taunton Leisure 
72 Bedminster Parade 
BS3 4HL 
Tel. 0272.637640 



Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street . 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Buxton 
Jo Royle 
6 Market Place. (S) 
Tel. 0298.5824 _ 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd., 
CB43AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904.232 

Carlisle 
Dennis English , 
141 Lowther Street. 
Tel. 0228.30239 

Cheltenham 
Backpacker Systems 
44 Winchcombe St. 
(Opp. The Odeon) 
GL52 2ND 
Tel. 0242.42200 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Chesterfield 
Wilderness Ways 
26/28 Park Rd. , 
S40 1XZ. 
Tel. 0246.201437 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
85/89 King Street, 
DE1 3EE (S) 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski & Cl imb 
47 Queen St., 
DE13DE 
Tel. 0332.295100 

Doncaster 
DMC Mountain Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Road . (S) 
Tel. 0302.341756 

Dunde.e 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd ., 
21 Commercial Street . (M) (S) 
Tel . 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevisport 
Unit 13, Waverl ey Market, 
EH1 1BQ. (M ) (S ) 
Tel. 031.557.0923 

Elgin 
Keith Johnson Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevi sport Ltd., 
High Street, 
PH33 6EJ. (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road. 
Tel. 041 .332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport, 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041 .332.4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp., 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Halesowen, W. Midlands 
Casac Equipment, 
3 Hagley Road. 
Tel . 021.550.9748 

Harrogate 
Wilderness Ways 
71 Station Parade, HG11ST 
Tel. 0423-62874 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road , S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433.51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports, 
9/11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG. 
Tel . 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World, 
28 Lake Rd. 
Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road . 
Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
57/59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel. 0532.452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S ) 
Tel. 051.709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall , High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports 
215 Kensington High Street, W8 
Tel. 01.938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports 
456-458 The Strand, WC2 
Tel.01.839.5161 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd. 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden, 
WC2E 7HE 
Tel. 01 .240.9577/8 (C) (M ) (S) 

London 
The Rock Barn 
20 Camden High Street 
NW1 2SD 
Tel. 01 .380.0116 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01.242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
150 Holborn, 
(Corner Grays Inn Road), E1 
Tel. 01.831.6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
188 Kensington High Street, 
W87RG 
Tel. 01 .937.0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Alpine Sports 
12-14 St Mary's Gate 
M11PX 
Tel. 061.832.5956 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac, 
56 North Parade. 
Tel. 0629.3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop, 
572 Silbury Boulevard , 
Central, MK9 3AF. (C) (M) 
Tel: 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE11RF. 
Tel. 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd ., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road . (S) (C) 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, 
Oldham OL 1 1T A. 
Tel. 061 .620.3900 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure, 
29 Lincoln Road, 
PE1 2RH . 
Tel. 0733.41381 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd., 
40-41 Lune Street. 
Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road. 
Tel. 0734.55589 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd ., 
41 Bell Street, RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C ) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Ellis Brigham Mtn . Sports Ltd , 
149 Fitzwilliam St., S1 4JP 
Tel. 0742.727525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd. , 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742.556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. 
Tel. 0756.4305 

,I 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping, 
118 High Street, SG-1 3DW 
Tel. 0438.353086. (C) (M) 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel. 061.480.3660 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Jo Royle, 
25 Brunswick St., 
Hanley (S) 
Tel. 0782.266137 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
90 High Street, 
Milton Keynes, MK111AH 
Tel. 0908 568913 (C) (M) 

Swansea 
Taunton Leisure 
206 High St., SA 1 1 PE 
Tel. 0792.476515 

Taunton 
Taunton Leisure 
40 East Reach, TA 1 3ES 
Tel. 0823.331875 

Walsall 
White Mountain 
31 Stafford Street 
Tel. 0922.722422 

Warrington 
Paul Braithwaite Outdoor Sports, 
114 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0925.415668 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

Yeovil 
Leisure Country 
125 Middle St. 
Tel. 0935.20006 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd ., 
9 Colliergate . 
Tel. 0904.39567 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. (08) 13.87.33. 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Ryesgade 27, 8000 C. 
Tel. (06) 13.36.13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt. , 
Kompagnistraede 16, 
DK-1208, K. 
Tel. 33.32.00.82 
Te!ex . 19285 Fax. 31861606 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) , 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. (01) 12.55.22 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) , 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800. 
Tel. (02) 87.04.67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55,5000 C. 
Tel. (09) 11 .24.18 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001. 
Tel. 05.31 .1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78177 



Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02.46.90.75 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm 
Basecamp 
Fleminggatan 34, 112 32 
Tel. (046) 08.516199 
Fax (046) 08.511688 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona: Tempe 
North Face, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave. , 94301 . 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: Riverside 
Sports Country Ltd., 
6422 Magnolia Ave., 92506. 
Tel. 714.683.2200 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd ., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401 . 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California : San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road , 
92120. 
Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, 95370. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

California : Yucca Valley 
California Boulder Co. 
55870 29 - Palms Highway, 
92284 
Tel. 619.228.2001 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 (C) (M) (S ) 

Colorado: Boulder 
North Face, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Broomfield 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
P.O. Box 1449, 
620 Compton, 80020. 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
North Face, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 

Colorado: Denver 
North Face, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 

Colorado: Lakewood 
North Face, 
11355 West 6th Ave., 
80215. 
Tel. 303.238.7511 

Connecticut: West Hartford 
Clapp and Treat, 
672 Farmington Ave., 06119. 
Tel. 203.236.0878 (C) (S) 

Massachusetts: Boston 
Eastern Mounta in Sports, 
1041 Commonwealth Ave. 
Tel. 617.254.4250 (C) (M) (S) 

N.H.: lntervale 
Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc., 
RT.16, Box 206, 03845 
Tel. 603.356.3042 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 

Equipment, 
Main Street, 03860 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters, 
21 Park Place, 10007. 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

New York: New York 
Paragon 
871 Broadway, 10003 
Tel. (212) 255-8036 

Oregon: Independence 
Independence Mountaineering, 
215 South Main, 97351. 
Tel. 503.838.6475 (C) (M) (S) 

Utah: Moab 
Rim Cyclery, 
94 West 100 North, 84532. 
Tel. 801.259.5333 

Vermont: Shelburne 
Climb High 
1861 Shelburne Rd ., 05482 
Tel. 802.985.5055 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 
98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc. , 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

E V E R Y FEATURE 

T 0 

HELP S ADAPT THEM 

T H E ENVIRONMENT 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Merid ian Ave., N., 
98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S ) 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, 
1023 1st Ave., 
98104. 
Tel. 206.622.4111 

Washington : Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply, 
3730 South Pine, 
98409. 
Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 
53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mounta ineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 
83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 
82070 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Venezuela 
Montana Adventure 
Apartado # 645, 
Merida 
Tel. (74) 631.740 

PER F E C TL Y 

ARABIAN CAMEL LAPONIE SLEEPING BAG 
Has evolved until ideally suited to its habitat. Comes in various configurations 

depending on requir&ments. Survives in extremes of temperature 

Has also been continually developed and improved. Available in 4 different 

weights - up to full winter spec. Prettier than the camel. 

.............................................................................................................................. 
Both creatures are ideal for all manner of explorers Both camel and laponie have evo lved 

and adventurers. until they are well-nigh perfect for a difficult 
The laponie sleeping bag gives you the warmth of a outdoor existence. And while the camel is not expensive to run. the 

filling in high-grade Hollowfibre. Choose one layer or two laponie is not expensive to buy 
- 1 x 7oz, 2 x 5oz. 2 x 6oz or 2 x 7oz. Distinctive features But we think the laponie has the edge. It's easy to obtain in your 
of the breed include outer covering in taffeta nylon, local outdoor pursuits shop, for a start . 
lining iii Indian cotton, hood draw-cords. ha nging.. And while camels are difficult to wash. Snugpak sleeping bags 

tabs , neck baffle to cut heat loss , fishtail foot . ·••fire not. 
5 colourways to choose from (incl uding Military- •AK Details/stockist list from Brett Harris Ltd, Waterloo Mills. Howden Rd, 
Green). and a stout zip as another option. R Silsden, West Yorks BD200HA. 

The brand of Brett Harris 

these people really do know how to make sleeping bags 



Total commitment, maxim effort, 
burning desire to succeed, com ined 

with a high level of skill and fitness are all 
the qualities required of the ambitious 
mountaineer. Extrem clothing from 
Berghaus is designed to match these 
needs. 

The fully taped GORE-TEX* 
weather protecting shells have been tested 
to the limit in appalling Himalayan storms 
where survival is the only criterion. 

The jackets are cut with a special 
Berghaus under-arm gusset to allow for 
freedom of movement. Strata GORE-TEX 
Fabric is used extensively in the 
range to reduce wear at vulnerable abrasion 
points. A wired hood, easy access zipped 
pockets, Velcro® adjustable cuffs and 
heavyweight front zip with double 
protective storm flap, are extra high 
performance features aimed at combatting 
the extremes of mountain weather. 

The next time you need advantage over 
the elements- EXT REM gives you the edge. 

For further details write to: 

P.O. BOX I XF, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
NE99 IXF. 

GORE-TEX is the Registered Trade Mark of W.L. Gore and Assoc. I Glen Nash on the summit of Changtse 1987. Photo: Rod Turn er. 



823 MARIACHER 

895 KENDO (PATENTED) 

SPONSOR 
UFFICIALE 

865 MEGA S.G. 

880 FUTURA (PATENTED) 

888 H.M. BALLERINA 

Localita Piera, 5 - 38038 TESERO (Trento) Italy - Tel. (0462) 83052 
Telex 401323 LA SPO I - Telefax '(0462) 83213 
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