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In extreme places, Asolo. 

For your free copy of the '90 Asolo Catalogue write to: ASO LO Spa c/o First 
Ascent, UK Distributor and Agent, Lime Tree Business Park, Matlock, DE4 3EJ. 

An overhanging wall laced with one

finger pockets. Or an unprotectable 

traverse. The last sequence of mo

ves before the finishing chain in a 

competition. 

In such extreme situations the first 

rule is, Asolo shoes. 

Isabelle Patissier wears Asolo. 

Asolo Runout is specifically designea 

for modern sport climbs and com

petitions and is ideal for extremely 

difficult routes on natural or artificial 

walls. 

The asymmetric - anatomically cut 

upper, combined with a thin 4 mm 

sole and full-control lacing, provide 

maximum sensitivity. 

The Runout was conceived to solve 

the problems particular to the rock 

routes of the 90's. Perhaps the best, 

and certainly the most unique part

ner a climber needs to excel himself 

and overcome the obstacles on the 

way to the top. 

The Runout is just one of the Asolo 

models in their Rock Climbing ran

ge. Rock Climbing is just one of the 

four lines developed by Asolo for 

mountain adventure; from the first 

step off the pavement to the hardest 

wal ls in the world. 

The first rule. 
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joe bro'!!!! 
Jbsacs 
still 
going JOEBROWN7 

strong 
... and you'll 
like the price! 

JOE BROWN 5 

KARRIMOR 
JOE BROWN 3 

Mail Order Price List and special 'Contract' Rates Available 

Contact: 
Joe Brown, Capel Curig, Gwynedd Telephone 06904205 
or Joe Brown, Llanberis, Gwynedd Telephone 0286 870 327 

K2 •~p~t!~~u!p?D 
• Early booking di,count 
• Cl imber bunk house 
• We take your c limb seriou sly 

Mt. McKinley• Alaska 
(907) 733-2291 

Box 290M, Talkeetna , AK 99676 

HIGH t\l)\fl:NilJIII: 
Trekking and Mountaineering 

Real expedition style climbs at reasonable prices 
6 unique itineraries in the Karakoram Himalaya 

• From the Hushe Valley, Baltistan 
Charakusa Glacier/ K7 Base Camp - Cobra Peak 5900m 

Gondokoro Glacier - Vigne Peak 5950m 
Chogolisa & Buesten Glaciers - Pata Kah Peak c.6000m 

• From the Shimshal Valley, Eastern Hunza 
Yazghil Glacier - Yazghil Sar Peak 5665m 

The 5 High Passes of Shimshal Trek 
June - September 1990. 3 and 4 week itineraries 

Prices £1,445 - £1,685 
Special expeditions available for groups on request 

Full details and colour brochure available from 
High Adventure, 91 Telford Avenue, London SW2 4XN U.K. 



TENTS-TENTS-TENTS-TENTS 

Open 7 
Days 

• The North Face• Wild Country• Vango • JackWolfskin 
• Saunders • Ultimate • Phoenix • VauDe 

TALK TO OUR EXPERTS BEFORE YOU BUY! 
Plus Rucsacs, Sleeping Bags, Clothing, Boots, Climbing Gear, etc. 

FREE Outdoor Pursuits Superstore! 

TE NT "MEET THE MANUFA(TURERS" WEEKEND '90 31st March and 1st April 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
TECHNICAL EXPERTS ON HAND. BUY AT BEST PRICES 

CATALOGUE ➔ PHONE0925411385ext.306NOW! 

THE 
GUIDEBOOK 

PEOPLE 
For over 20 years now CICERONE PRESS has 

been producing guidebooks for the great outdoors. 
Whether it is walking, climbing, scrambling or even 
canoeing, we 've been guiding people to the best in the 
best possible way. 

We 've got guidebooks to gentle strolls in the 
Black Forest or desperate climbs in the Picos de Europa, 
hair-raising klettersteig in the German Alps or 
abandoned railways in Scotland. Why not send a sae for 
our list? 

CICERONE PRESS 
Police Square, Milnthorpe, Cumbria LA? ?PY 

liclffflLO 
DOUBLE·P· 

Adventure 
Centre 

Evan s House, O xfo rd 
Lane, Warrington , 

WA2 7HW. 

ll0<)6!.f ·1> MD.NS 

!'ER.TI:X/ Pu.£ ""'-SR.IC 

Ml/90 
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MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS W e hold huge stocks of SECONDHAND AND 
NEW MOUNTAIN BOOKS; climbing/w alking guides (worldwide). 

Jarvis Books (M). 57 Smedley Street East, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3FQ, England. 
Shop open Monday-Saturday,9.30-5.30. Tele: (0629) 55322. S.a.e.,catalogue. BOOKS BOUGHT 

INSTRUCTOR WANTED 
For multi-activity/personal development/management training courses. 
Over 21 ' s. Also requ i red, catering assistant. For application details phone 

0273 506955 or 0860 536793 

ALPINE CLIMBING, Courses and private guiding, Chamonix, Mont Blanc. Snow, Ice 
and Rock, all grades, UIAGM Guides. Also walking & painting holidays plus SELF
CATERING chalet to sleep 4, 8 or 12. Brian Hall , Mountain Experience(M), The Cottage, 
Whitehough Head, Chinley, Stockoort, Cheshire. SK12 6BX. Tel. 0663 50160. 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 
~ - 90 cata log free to fo re ign. 

,CRAMPON STRAPS U.S. & Canada. send 25¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, Califo rn ia 9 31 20, USA. 

MOUNTAIN 
FABRICS 

Breathable waterproofs, P.U., neoprene coated nylon, polycottoni waxed 
cotton, Cordura, Venti le. Fleece pile and stretch fabrics. Hollofil, Thmsulate, 
down. Flexipoles, buckles, webbing, velcro and much more. Patterns for all 
outdo?, gear. We sell cloth ing , camping climbing gear; discounts up to 20%. 
For prices, samples stamo please. 

Tori(M) 3 F,yer St., Runcorn, WA7 1ND. 

SA VE MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

MON'Ey LargestU_.K. stockists of_specialisttop quality materials and 
accessories. Expert advice. Prompt efficient service 
Trade and retail. S.A.E. catalogue. · 

Pennine Outdoor Holmbridge, Huddersfield, W. Yorks. 0484 . 684302 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS. We hold huge stocks of SECONDHAND 
AND NEW MOU NTA IN BOOKS; climbing/walking guides (worldwide). 
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Jarvis Books IMI. 57 Smedley Street East, Matlock. Derbyshire, DE4 3FO, England. 
Shop open Monday-Saturday, 9.30-5.30. Tele : 10629) 55322. S a.e, catalogue. BOOKS BOUGHT 
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0 
u 
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T 
A 
INDEX 
N 
1987/88 

NOW AVAILABLE 
This is a full index for 
MOUNTAIN 
No.s 113 - 124 inclusive 

Price: £1 .oo ($2.50) 

Send cheques to: 

Mountain Magazine Limited, 
PO Box 184, . 
Sheffield 511 9DL. 



ake your own CLIMBING WALL 
with CANYON'S holds 

10 HOLDS 
for 
495F + port 

and now LA PALUD 
SUR VERDON 

Antoine Le Menestrel, Fabrice Guillot 
and Jean-Marc Blanche have designed 
a new range of varied and technical mobile 
holds, manufactured and sold by CANYON. 
CANYON'S holds will first be used for the 

[RNYON 

new ideas for mobile holds 
exciting new panels 
an innovative training system 
s tle and varied textures 

CANYON HOLDS AND CLIMBING WALLS 
phone, write or visit: CANYON 

CANYON 
a REVOLUTION in climbing 

0 s, 
children, 
theatre, for beginner , 
for roof-addicts, for the 
sports climber ... 
and micro micro holds. 

Different types of holds 
sold direct from the factory 
in packs of 10. 

04120 LA PALUD SUR VERDON, FRANCE. TEL France 92.77.32.08. 
British Importers: BENDCRETE. TEL. 061.338.3046. ·5 
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1 I NEW ACTION WEAR CATALOGUE □ 
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HIMALA»IN KINGDOMS 
EXPEDITIONS 1990 

In 1989 we organised and guided successful expeditions to Stok Kangri (20,082 ft) Muztag Ata (24,757 ft) and 
Himal Chuli West (24,737 ft second ascent). The major expeditions of our 1990 programme are outlined below. 

All applicants for these climbs should have alpine climbing experience or equivalent. Although qualified guides 
accompany each trip, there is plenty of opportunity for strong, willing climbers to take the sharp end of the rope! 
If you would like to be a member of a Himalayan mountaineering expedition, send for our free colour brochure 
for details of our expedition service. 

SHIGRILA (India) 
Height: c 20 ,495 ft (6,247m) 

An unclimbed peak in Lahoul, east of Manali. This exploratory 
expedition intends to make a first ascent in a very beautiful and 
little travelled region. 

24 Days London to London £1,980 
14June - 7 July 1990 

MUZTAG ATA (China) 
Height: 24,757 ft (7 ,546m) 

A very straightforward high altitude adventure above the Silk 
Road. Perfect for . ski-mountaineering, this great snow dome is a 
classic of the Himalaya. After the climb we visit the city of Kashgar. 

43 Days London to London £3,250 
21 August- 2 October 1990 

CHANGTSE (Tibet) 
Height: 24,780 ft (7 ,553m) 

The elegant East Ridge of Everest's North Peak. An acclimatisation 
trek in Nepal, a drive through Tibet, a climb in the shadow of 
Everest and a visit to Lhasa. A challenging adventure. 

50 Days London to London £3,650 
14 September - 2 November 1990 

KANGBUM (Bhutan) 
Height: 21,305 ft (6,494m) 

This is the highest peak in Bhutan presently available to western 
climbers. Only climbed once before (Japanese, 1984), it may 
involve hard climbing. A unique climbing trip to the Hidden 
Kingdom. 

34 Days London to London £4,850 
13 September - 16 October 1990 

All prices subject to deduction of international flight cost if you wish to join us at the destination airport. 
Payment in US Dollars will be calculated at the rate effective at the time of payment. 

HIMALAYAN KINGDONS LTD 
Expeditions Department, 20 The Mall, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 4DR, England. 
Tel: (0272) 237163. Telex: 437287 SHARET G. Fax: (UK) (0272) 744993 (outside UK) (900 44272) 744993 



World Experts 
in the Arts of Alpinism 

M ,~~,., { : 
or Pat Litt1e1ohn 

11 : 

-.....· • ~ ...... 1•/lilOPft 1te l f; -
.~ tr• ••• ~-.c,.; . jf ••• , 

160 Pages .Ji 
10% DISCOUNT CLUB 
Open to members of: Climbing, mountaineerin g, rambling, 
walking, canoe clubs, H.M. armed forces, scouts, guides, 
schoo ls, Y.H.A. , R.S.P.B., B.T.C.V., Nationa l Trust. 
ALSO CONTRACT PRICES FOR BULK PURCHASE 

SHOPS: 
LONDON 01 743 2976 
MANCHESTER 061 2364123 
READING 0734 68881 

MAIL ORDER, EXPORTS & 
DIRECTORY REQUESTS: 

SOUTH CERNEY 
CIRENCESTER GLOS GL7 SUQ 

0285 860612 (24-hour) --------------
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

High Death Toll in Nepal Winter Season 
Yugoslav Ascents on Shishapangma 
Violence at Cho Oyu Base Camp 

• I 

~JI 
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The South West Face of Shishapangma: 1- Left Hand Couloir attempt, 2- Slovene Pillar (1989), 3- British Route (1982), 4- South West Face 
(1989). Photo: Andrej Stremfelj 

NEPAL 
The winter of 1989-90 proved 
unlucky, with few climbing 
successes among the seventeen 
expeditions and the death of five 
Sherpa and four foreign 
climbers. The first figure is 
disturbing as only 42 sherpas 
were involved with expeditions. 
Nor does it include a low 
altitude porter who died in a· • 
snow avalanche after taking 
supplies to a French Dhaulagiri 1 
Base Camp. 

Lhotse (8516ml 
The two French solo climbers, 

Marc Batard (38) and Christophe 
Profit (28) separately failed in 
attempts to achieve the first 
ascent of the South Face of 
Lhotse. 

Valungkang (8505m) 
A South Korean party led by 

Kim Teuk-Hee made the 
nineteenth ascent on December 
20. The summit party 
comprised Jin Kyo-Sup (26), 

10 

Ang-Dawa Sherpa (29), and 
Tshering Tshemba Lama (36). 
They left camp 4 at 8100m on 
the South East Face at 4.30am. 
At 14.30 Jin reported that it was 
cloudy and windy, and that they 
were worried about their ability 
to return to Camp 4 after 
nightfall. Immediate return 
would still have involved 
climbing in the night. They 
continued, reaching the summit 
at -16.05,- making radio contact . 
At 16.14 one of the summit 
Sherpas tried to contact Camp 4, 
where a fellow Sherpa was 
speaking to base camp. The two 
sherpas below then tried to 
contact the summit, but failed to 
get a reply. All further attempts 
at radio contact failed that night, 
and Camp 4 climbers ' searches 
revealed nothing next day. The 
leader speculates that the 3 
climbers probably fel l down the 
huge North Face of the 
mountain. 

Dhaulagiri 1 (8167m) 
An American -Canadian 

expedition suffered a 

comparable loss. The leader of 
the four American and two 
Canadian party did not go to 
base camp. The climbing 
leader, Jim Yoder, left after 
three weeks of climbing in which 
7315m had been reached on the 
North-East Ridge, and an 
equipment cache established. 
Yoder went for extra cash, but 
two days later two more 
climbers left, and one came 
down but stayed in Base Camp. 
Thus Gregory Barber (20), Scot 
McGrath and Nuru Wangchuk 
remained at Camp 3 at 6400m . 
They intended to attempt the 

summit but were beset by a nine 
day snowstorm. Joseph Cain 
(43) waited at base, scanning the 
mountain. Before the storm 
Camp 3 and a cache of gear 
above were visible. Afterwards 
nothing human or material was 
visible . As they lacked radios he 
could do no more and was 
forced to return home to work, 
leaving only the Sherpa cook 
and his helper in camp. They 
dismantled it, and when Yoder 
and one of the Canadians 

returend they too could see 
nothing of their missing friends . 
No one knows their fate. 
A French expedition led by 

Laurent Lukie reached 5200m on 
December 3. A low altitude 
porter was killed by an 
avalanche below Base Camp. 

Taweche (6501ml 
David Etherington (23) and 

Joerg Schneider (33) led an 
Anglo-German party. They 
tried the NE Buttress on 
December 4, reaching 5350m, 
the north face on the 6, reaching 
5350m and then made the first 
ascent of the East Ridge, and 7th 
of the peak, on December 11 . A 
few days later Roger 
Chippendale and Richard 
Emerson climbed the peak again 
by the SE Face. 

Lobuje East (6119ml 
Etherington and Schneider 

climbed the East Face on 
December 18. 
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Nyanang Ri showing the new Yugoslav Route. Photo:Stremfelj. 

Pokalde (5806ml 
Etherington completed a 

successful trip by making a solo 
ascent of the North Ridge on 
December 22. 

Pumori (7161ml 
An American-Australian 

expedition led by Carl Harrison 
tried the SE Face and reached 
5800m. George Curry (35) was 
killed in a fall about 400 metres 
above Base Camp, on the first 
and only day of climbing. Anton 
Stocker's attempt reached 
6950m on January 22. 

langsisa Ri (6427ml 
The South Korean group led by 

lee Dong-Myung were 
successful, making the eighth 
ascent. Kim Bo-Youl and Dawa 
Tshering Sherpa reached the top 
on December 14. 

Langtang Ri (7205ml 
Another South Korean group 

succeeded, by the SW Ridge. 
Park Young-Seok and Youn Tae 
Young, with Bir Bahadur 
Tamang made the 6th ascent on 
December 9. 

Annapurna 1 (8091 m) 
A Bulgarian expedition tried to 

repeat the Polish Route on the 
South Face. After their 
successful but tragic ascent of 
the summit by the Dutch Route, 
where two members were lost 
on the descent in late October 
(see Mountain 131, p.5.), they 
returned to Kathmandu before a 
return to the South Face in later 
November. In poor weather in 
early December Camp 1 was 
placed at 5600m . On December 
15 the high point of 6600m was 
reached in the steep central 
couloir . A five day snowfall 
beginning on December 19 
forced them to abandon the 
expedition. A seven member 
team was supported by three 
experienced Sherpas. Prior 

Bulgarian attempts were made 
in the winters of 1985-6 and 
1987-8. 

Everest (8848ml 
A South Korean party tried the 

South Col Route. led by Kim 
Ha-Kyung they reached 7900m 
on December 29. A Sherpa died, 
apparently of high altitude 
sickness. 

Cho Oyu (8201 m) 
Two parties tried the SE Face, 

including Franco-Belgians led by 
Alain Hubert, which reached 
7200m, and South Koreans led 
by Lee Ho-Sang , who reached 
7800m on Christmas Day. The 
South Korean expedition was 
marred by the death of Ang 
Lhakpa , who was also known as 
Lhakpa Nuru . He fell from about 
7800m while leading. At 26 he 
had reached the summit of 
Everest twice, and those of 
Makalu and Manaslu . 
A reprehensible feature of 

these expeditions was a fight 
between the Belgian leader, a 
Frenchman Regis Maincent (30) 
and Sherpas and possibly 
members of the South Korean 
team. Both had been allocated 
the same route, and though the 
South Korean leader denied that 
any members took part, he did 
agree that in an hour-long 
struggle Maincent had a rope 
tied round his neck and his arms 
pinned behind his back. 
Subsequently the Europeans 
fled in the night, 'hobbling away 
with the aid of their ski poles ' . 
Maincent had a bleeding head 
wound , and Hubert said , " I 
never imagined such a thing 
could happen . Mountain 
climbing should never turn into 
a battlefield. " 

Jannu (7710ml 
A Polish attempt on the SW 

Pillar to the South Face failed in 
early January at 7360m . 

Meru (6400ml 
Mike Woolridge and Henry 

Todd (UK) did a new climb on 
Point 5679m behind base camp 
on November 7 1989 (D+ 900m 
IV-V) . They then did another 
new climb on Meru NW Face by 
the left-hand spur, on November 
10 - 12 (TD+ V-). It finished by 
keeping on the south side of the 
summit ridge to join the 
Ordinary South Face Route to 
the summit. For Woolridge this 
was the end of as good year, 
with trips to the Karakoram in 
winter, Annapurna South, 
Makalu and Mera, and ten 
summits in the process. 

The Mount Everest Funeral 
Expedition 
The Polish Alpine Association 

organized an expedition from 
Tibet to the Lho La in early 
December to perform funeral 
rites for the five Polish climbers 
who died there in May 1989. 
Among the dead were 
Eugeniusz Chrobak and 
Zygmunt Heinrich, who were 
among the most experienced 
Polish Himalayan climbers. On 
December 4 Stefan Heinrich, 
Zenon Stan, a priest, Chuldim 
Dorjee Sherpa and Ziemowit J. 
Wirski reached the Lho La and 
celebrated funeral mass. Two 
memorial plaques were fixed at 
Everest (Khumbu) base and on 
the Rongbuk. 

Manaslu (8163ml 
Mark Dixon reports that the 

Mountain 131 report on their 
Manaslu attempt, post
monsoon, over-dramati zed . 
'The expedition made a 
lightweight style attempt on th e 
SW Face ( 1972 Tyrolean Route) 
during the recent post-ruonsoon 
season. There were three 
members: Adrian Parson, Neil 
Thomas and myself. The trip 
was unsuccessful with a high 
point at 7000m on October 20 

1989. The attempt was 
abandoned due to exhaustion 
and cold . 

Base Camp was established at 
3850m on 15 September and 
ABC at 4350m on 22 September, 
but climbing on the rock pillar 
was delayed until October 3 due 
to the monsoon . Ropes were 
fixed up the rock pillar (about 
500m) in three days between 4 -
7 October by the climbing 
members of the team (Adrian 
and myself) to a high point of 
about 5200m. Subsequently an 
alpine style attempt was made 
from this point. We 
underestimated the horizontal 
length of the route and the 
debilitating effect of successive 
load carries to ABC and the base 
of the pillar (about 10 each). On 
October 20 Adrian and myself 
left our bivouac at 6500m to 
attempt an in one push to the 
summit. We turned back due to 
our slow progress which would 
have forced an open bivouac on 
the summit ridge if we had 
continued on .' 

TIBET 

Shishapangma (8046ml 
The Yugoslav expedition of ten 

members led by Tone Skarja did 
two routes on the huge SW 
Face. Base Camp was 
established on 7 October at 
5300m, and an advanced camp 
under the 2100m face at 5600m. 
During acclimatization between 
the 10 - 12 October Stane Belak, 
Filip Bence, Pavle Kozjek and 
Andre Stremfelj made the first 
ascent of Nyanang Ri (711 Om) 
by the SW Face and West Ridge. 
Then, between the 17 and 19 
October Kozjek and Stremfelj 
climbed the buttress left of the 
British Route, bivaouacking at 
5900 and 7200m. (IV, V, 55-65°). 
Kozjek had severely frozen feet. 
From 18 - 20 October Filip Bence 
and Viki Groselj climbed up near 
the British descent route (with 
variants) to the SE ridge and 
bivouacked at 7350m. Groselj 
was thus able to complete his 
eighth 8000m peak, meeting the 
other party on the way down. It 
had taken Stremfelj and Kozjek 
thirty hours of climbing . An 
attempt was made on another 
line on the left of the face, by 
Stane Belak and Marko Prezelj , 
but it was abandoned due to 
Belak's 'pneumonia ' around 
6500m . 

SOVIET UNION 

Pamirs 
Pik Leipzig (5725ml 

Near Pik Lenin there are lower 
peaks which are rarely climbed 
and some unclimbed. An East 
German party from Leipzig 
ascended one in 1989. From the 
upper Achik Glacier they 
reached a snow plateau at 
5100m and climbed a ridge from 
there to the top, w ith an ice face 
below the summit. Ralf 
Brummer, Wolfgang Hempel, 
Erhard Klinger and Seigfried 
Wittig reached the top on 
August 9, calling it after their 
home town . Klinger also 
climbed Peak 5347m, and with 
Ralf Brummer the north face of 
Pik Mir, possibly by a new route . 

Jozef Nyka , Paul Nunn. 
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UNITED STATES 

Strange Tales from The 
Gunks 

NEW ENGLAND 

Iron Ethics 
It's drizzling outside and has 

been for hours. Fresh out from 
work, I decide it's too wet to 
climb; I opt to train and dream. 

I envision my route; how 
gorgeous it looks dressed in four 
"beef" 1/2" rawl bolts. The 
draws are dangling, waiting 
patiently for my nervous wreck 
to clip them, one by one. The 
edges feel crisp as I "eek out the 
seek" .. I'm at my limit, maxed 
fully; I barely manage to clip the 
last draw. Tweek right, bone 
left, buk straight up; but I wake 
up. 
Since the ban of bolts began in 

the Fall of 1987, the Gunks has 
seen slow new route activity. 
This may be due in part to the 
lack of "natural " protected 
routes, or the lack of gumption 
to summon the nerve to run it 
out. Is it worth the risk? Well, 
that's entirely up to the leader. 
We do receive first ascent credit 
for top ropes, but the glory 
doesn't match the feeling you 
get when strung way out in 
unknown territory, miles away 
from your last piece . 
(Unfortunately many climbers 
don't have health insurance.) 
The Gunks is filled with mega 

crackless faces littered with 
holds. If leading is where it's at, 
wouldn 't it be nice to be one on 
one with it? 

It can be frustrating abiding by 
the rules laid out at the "East's 
best climbing area" . Sometimes 
I feel I must WHISPER the word 
"bolt" anywhere within ten 
miles radius of the rock. Geez, 
that route could use just one .. . , 
but other people may object. 
Dealing with the controversial 
issue of bolting at the Gunks, I 
see both sides. 
The cliffs are located on a 

Preserve which is operated and 
maintained by a board of 
people. As an avid local I (must) 
respect the ban. Suggested 
penalties at the last meeting for 
restricted bolt use were $100.00 
per bolt. A committee to 
approve bolting, a limit on the 
areas open to bolting , the 
number of bolts per route, and 
the sole use of epoxied stainless 
steel 5/16" bolts, were also 
suggested at that meeting . 
Since the meeting not a single 
bolt has been placed at the 
Gunks. Dream routes exist and 
some area locals are hopeful 
that one day things might 
change, but no meeting is 
planned for the immediate 
future, and the issue remains in 
flux. 

Out Chopping 
Somewhere in Connecticut 

lives a man named Ken 
Nicholes, better known as the 
"dinosaur" . One day last Fall 
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fellow Gunkies were enjoying 
the day on Volcanic at East Peak, 
in Conn. Ken and his 
contingency were also out and 
about climbing there . The 
subject turned toward the issue 
of bolting. Ken was asked how 
many bolts he had chopped in 
the Adirondacks, in N.Y. 
Pleasantly he replied, " 51 ". 

During that day a petty incident 
occurred . Ken's shirt was pulled 
and conflicting ethics arose. 
This riled Ken enough to call the 
cops. No one got locked up, no 
charges were laid, so Ken 
threatened to chop bolts at the 
Gunks in retaliation . 
After hearing this news, I had 

to see for myself if someone 
would commit such a crime. 
Taking advantage of the fine day 
last Thursday, I hoofed into Lost 
City and sure enough the bolts 
were yanked from Clairvoyance 
and Nouveau Mutant. Both 
these climbs had been well 
established as leads before the 
ban; accepted and enjoyed by 
aspiring hard men . Granted, 
whoever it was did a nice job 
not scarring our stone, but he is 
not a local, and we locals cannot 
for the life of us decipher the 
meaning behind this man 's 
actions . And now, we shake our 
heads with sadness when this 
incident is brought up. 

The Present 
With the immense popularity 

the Gunks has during the 
summer, the resident fixed gear 
sees a lot of abuse. Many first 
ascent pins still exist as crux 
protection and the rusty bolts 
are quite questionable. After 
much delegation with officials it 
is sometimes possible for locals 
to replace what is necessary. 

Repeats 
Al Diamond and Jason Stern 

repeated Lynn Hill 's (sorry, Jeff 
Mo, she DID bag it first) The 
Running Man (5. 13c/d) . This 
overhanging " raciness" involves 
severe pop moves from tweek to 
tweek for forty feet without a 
rest. 

Feeling mighty, the " shining 
Diamond " also hit third ascent 
of the Cybernetic Wall. 

These climbs are located on 
cliffs on private land. So, 
unfortunately, the crag names 
can't be mentioned here (wink, 
wink). 
Dave Lanman 

THE ALPS 

Dry Cold Winter 

Stone Fall on the Eiger 
Between Christmas and mid to 

late January, the European Alps 
were in the grip of a large 
anticyclone which was 
successful in deflecting all th e 
Atlantic 's depressions 
northward to dump their load on 
the UK. The skiers were 
unhappy, but not the climbers -
at least not the ones in Les 
Alpes. Chamonix and 
Grindelwald gained a certain 
vogue among British climbers 
and a number of climbs were 
recorded. Most were done in 
safety, in fine weather, away 
from crowds and in as near to 
perfect conditions as possible. 

Over Christmas, Geoff Hornby, 
Aqil Chaudhry and Jerry Gore 
attempted a winter ascent of the 
Piola/Hopfgartner route Les 
Portes du Chaos on the North 
Face of the Eiger. This line takes 
the pillar on the right of the Rote 
Fluh and is graded A2/6c. Their 
original intention had been with 
the Piola/ Ghiline, which is much 
harder. This starts at the 
Stollenjoch window of the 
Jungfraujoch railway tunnel , 
which happened to be in mid 
enlargement when they arrived, 
thus barring access to their 
route by the normal way. 
Attempts to climb to the window 
were repelled by wheelbarrow 
loads of rocks that were seen to 
emerge from that point. 
Standard Eigerwand helmets 
were felt insufficient. Whimps. 
Their attempt on Les Portes 
ended at half height; about level 
with the Hinterstoisser Traverse 
on the original route. The rock 
was "unreasonably loose" 
according to Hornby, who then 
proceeded to dispose of twenty 
bolts whilst the team abseiled 
off. 

Al so on the Eiger North Face, 
over three days in mid January, 
Andy Fanshawe and Ulric 
Jessop successfully repeated the 
Original Route (ED-) with 
bivouacs on the First lcefield and 
the Traverse of the Gods. 

From Grindelwald, Gore and 
Chaudhry went on to Chamonix 
where they climbed the Bonatti/ 
Ghigo (A2) on the Grand 
Capucin. Elsewhere in 
Chamonix, Andy Cave spent a 
few days "whilst waiting for a 
friend to arrive" soloing up and 
down a few mountains, each 
day returning to the comforts of 
the resort; namely: " a couple of 
routes on the Midi, either side of 
the Frendo, I can ' t remember 
their exact names" and the 
Qui/le Pillar right of the 
Gervasutti Pillar on the Tacul. 
Gully conditions on the Tacul 
were in fact superb and the ones 
described as ED+. Albinoni/ 
Gabarrou Route (LH branch) was 
climbed over Christmas by BMC 
National Officer Roger Payne 
and Julie-Ann Clyma and by Si 
Yates and Dave Hessildon, both 

parties finding the route 
straightforward. Yates and 
Hessildon also made a fine 
ascent of the North Face of the 
Droites, following the original 
route ( Cornuau/Davaille ED-) for 
most of its length before moving 
right to the Shea/Jackson near 
the top. There were probably 
hundreds of other ascents as 
well. 
Correspondents: Fanshawe, 
Cave, Yates, Hornby 

BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 

Aonach Mor and Aonach Beag 
Once again Scotland has been 

plagued by an unsettled winter, 
resulting in less than ideal 
winter climbing conditions. 
Unseasonably mild 
temperatures and a high 
snowline always leave one in a 
quandary over where to climb. 
Normally in such conditions one 
looks to the Cairngorms for a 
suitably high crag , but the 
obvious high carries of 
Braeriach and Sputan Dearg on 
Ben Macdui are difficult to get to 
from the West, and involve 4 to 
5 hour approaches. Ben Nevis, 
meanwhile, frequently lies 
useless under a thick layer of 
powder and, especially early in 
the season, has insufficient ice 
butnotenoughturtforgood 
climbing. Two ideal alternatives 
are Aonach Mor and Aonach 
Beag which lie just to the north 
of the Ben above Glen Spean. 

Over the last three years a 
number of Glasgow based 
climbers have made the best of 
the poor conditions to put up a 
variety of new routes on the 
Aonachs. Ranging from long 
easy grade Ill ridges to steep 
grade V icefalls, and climbed in 
conditions varying between 
calm sunshine and full blown 
hurricanes, there is something 
to satisfy all tastes. 

The fact that these mountains 
provide climbing should come 
as no surprise, for Naismith 
made the first ascent of the 
500m long North East Ridge of 
Aonach Beag as far back as 
1895. Despite this route 's 
quality (it is similar to, but easier 
than , Tower Ridge) and classic 
status, it is still not regularly 
climbed . Until recently sporadic · 
exploratory interest focused on 
Aonach Beag, resulting in a 
handful of grade Ill routes on the 
north and east faces. Aonach 
Mor was virtually totally 
ignored, but it is here that much 
of the recent winter climbing has 
been found . 
The best cliff on Aonach Mor 

lies in Caire an Lochain on the 



BRITISH ISLES 

Aonach Dubh Opens Up 

East Face, which presents a long 
line of granite cliffs about 100 to 
150m high. The base of the crag 
is very high (starting above 
1100ml, and the rock is 
generally well vegetated. This 
means that the cliff comes into 
condition rapidly and provides 
good climbing with the first 
snows of winter. Facing east, 
and sheltered from westerly and 
southerly gales, the crag 
receives the morning sunshine 
and readily forms ice. The 
general feel .of the place is 
similar to Caire an t-Sneachda in 
the Northern Carries of the 
Cairngorms. 
The crag can be divided into 

several sections. The northern 
cliff is found just south of the 
sharp ridge bounding the north 
side of the corrie, and continues 
for about 200m to the deep cut 
gully of Right Twin. 
Immediately left are two narrow 
buttresses, Siamese Buttress 
and Split Buttress, which are 
divided by deep gullies. Next 
left is the broad Central Buttress 
which provides the longest, and 
some of the finest routes in the 
corrie. Left of th is is another 
gully, Tunnel Vision, to the left 
of which another 1 00m of cliff 
leads to a broad open snow 
gully which provides the best 
descent from the plateau. To 
the south of this there are more, 
but rather smaller, buttresses 
and gullies. 

Although the snow gullies 
between the buttresses had 
almost certainly been climbed 
before, the first recorded route 
in the corrie was Morwind (Ill) 
which followed a line of grooves 
up the left edge of Central 
Buttress. This route, climbed by 
Roger Everett and Simon 
Richardson in January 1988, 
demonstrated that the cliffs 
could provide quality climbing 
when other crags in the West 
were too low to be properly 
frozen. 

Following up their initial 
explorations, the same pair 
climbed over a dozen new 
routes the following winter. 
Several of the gullies gave 
routes at grades varying 
between II and IV, the best being 
Jetstream (IV) on the northern 
cliff, and Left Twin (Ill) 
(reminiscent of SC Gully in Stab 
Caire nan Lochain). The 
buttress climbs have provided 
the best sport, however. 
Grooved Arete (IV) is a gem of a 
route with a technically hard but 
well protected crux pitch, and 
Force 10 Buttress climbs some 
surprising ground for grade Ill. 
To the right of Morwind, 
Typhoon takes a fine icy corner 
line at grade IV, and the right 
edge of the buttress was 
climbed by the superb Hurricane 
Arete (V), which has a very hard 
second pitch that breaks through 
a double tier of overhangs. The 

deep cleft to the right of the 
descent gully gave Temperance 
Union Blues (Ill) to George 
Armstrong and party, and at the 
south end of the corrie, Roger 
Webb and Chris Rice soloed an 
attractive narrow, twisting 
couloir, Hidden Gully (II). 

This season has seen several 
further additions to the crag. 
The fault line right of Morwind 
was climbed by Roger Everett 
and Colin Grant at Ill, and Guy 
Muhlemann and Simon 
Richardson followed the slabby 
right-facing corner on Split 
Buttress to give a good grade IV. 
Steve Kennedy has climbed 
some short routes left of the 
descent gully, and Roger Webb 
the narrow gully left of Tunnel 
Vision. There has certainly been 
further activity and full details 
will be published in this year's 
SMC Journal. The 1987-9 issues 
include descriptions to most of 
the recent routes on both 
Aonach Mor and Aonach Beag. 
These will also be included in 
the new edition of the SMC 
guide to Ben Nevis which Robin 
Clothier is working on at 
present. 

Completion of the ski 
development this winter has 
made Caire an Lochain the most 
accessible winter cliff in 
Scotland. Instead of the 2 to 3 
hour approach from the forestry 
road beyond Torlundy (which 
the early pioneers had to 
endure), it is now a mere 100m 
walk from the top drag tow to 
reach the descent gully! 
Unfortunately the best 
conditions on the cliff are likely 
to be encountered when there is 
insufficient snow for good skiing 
(so you'll still have to walk I). 
Under heavy snow conditions, 
and with the frequent westerly 
gales, the corrie cornices easily. 
It is important to bear in mind 
therefore that late in the season 
the cornices can reach 
monstrous proportions and 
could make exits from some 
routes impossible. The ease of 
access, however, with the 
promise of a winter route or two 
followed by an exhilarating ski 
descent at the end of the day, 
will tempt many into the corrie, 
which is likely to become 
popular. 

For those seeking more 
solitude, the crags on the west 
face of the mountain are in a 
truly wild and remote setting. 
Alan Kimber soloed a long 
mountaineering line here 
several years ago, but more 
recently Nick Barrett, Everett and 
Richardson have climbed 
several granite ridge lines here 
at easy grade Ill. The routes are 
over 500m long and finish just 
by the summit cairn, so 
providing enjoyable 
mountaineering expeditions that 
are possible in a variety of 
conditions. The easiest 

Simon Richardson and Nick Barratt with Raw Egg Buttress, Aonach 
Beag behind. Photo: Roger Everett. 

approach is to contour round 
into the Allt Daim from the 
halfway station at the top of the 
gondola. 

Moving across to Aonach Beag, 
the rock turns from granite to 
schist, and the routes become 
more serious. This is 
particularly true of the north face 
which provides superb, but 
poorly protected, ice climbing. It 
can be reached in about 30 
minutes from the ski tow by 
traversing Aonach Mar's summit 
and descending to the col 
between the two mountains, 
from where the steep triangular 
face can be seen. Good 
conditions are likely to be 
encountered here when the 
Psychedelic Wall area on the 
Ben is well iced, although it is 
unlikely that good ice would 
remain here after March .. The 
two best routes to date, King's 
Ransom (V) and Royal Pardon 
(V) take the steep central 
buttress, and were climbed in 
February 1987 by Roger Webb 

and Simon Richardson. Both 
involve steep ice climbing, and 
Royal Pardon in particular is 
comparable in quality and 
difficulty to the steeper ice 
climbs on the Ben. Last winter 
Robin Clothier filled an obvious 
gap by climbing the icefall 
further right to give Stand and 
Deliver (IV). 
The best approach to the long 

west face of Aonach Beag is 
from Glen Nevis via Steal I. 
Many icefalls form here, but 
better climbing is normally 
found on the buttresses. Here 
the rock is more suited to mixed 
climbing than on the north face, 
with good turf and protectable 
cracks. Broken Axe Buttress at 
the northern end of the face has 
yielded two routes so far, the 
best being Twinkle (IV) which 
gives technical but well 
protected mixed climbing up the 
crest of the buttress. Further 
south, Ben Humble's 1938 
summer route Raw Egg Buttress 
gave Everett and Richardson a 
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good grade IV at the end of the 
1987 season. Unsatisfied that 
the line had avoided the major 
difficulties on the crest of the 
buttress, they returned the 
following year to climb Aonach 
Wall (V) which takes a more 
direct line with a fierce finish on 
the headwall. 

Well up and right of these two 
winter routes is an impressive 
100m vertical wall which faces 
SW down the valley towards 
Steal!. This has been climbed by 
two summer routes, with pride 
of place going to Roger Everett's 
Chandelle, a magnificent four 
pitch E3 up the centre of the 
wall. Climbed on sight, it also 
has the distinction of being 
perhaps the highest altitude 
extreme in Britain . 
There are still many winter new 

route possibilities on both 
mountains, and owing to its 
ease of access, Co ire an Lochain 
will probably see the most 
development over the next few 
years. Of the 30 or so remaining 
lines most will be in the middle 
grades, but there are several 
possibilities for short, technical 
desperates. So if, after a heavy 
session in the Kingshouse or the 
Clachaig the night before, you're 
looking for a short walk and 
good climbing, pay a visit to 
Aonach Mor. At long last the 
West has a serious rival to the 
Northern Carries! 
Simon Richardson 

PEAK DISTRICT 

The torrential winter has sent 
the local climbing scene 
underground. Everywhere the 
buzz word is cellars : from 
purpose built climbing walls in 
the comfort of your own home 
to dank miserable pits sporting 
screw-on lumps of wood for 
holds, they are to be the crucible 
for rocketing standards in the 
first summers of the nineties -
perhaps! Apparently moves of 
7c (English) are being climbed in 
these subterranean settings and 

14 

bringing it in to the light of day 
Ben Moon has established a 
problem of this standard at 
Cressbrook Dale . 

Meanwhile, on the crags at 
Water-Cum-Jolly in the 
Lammergeyer area, Chris Wright 
produced three routes: Mr. 
Puniverse (E5 6b) climbs Myth of 
Masculinity to the second peg 
before moving up and left 
through the overhang to an 
abseil station ; The Fall (E5 6b) 
takes rock 3 metres right of Once 
Upon a Time, and On the Third 
Day (E5 6b) starts up Aquarian 
Warriors to the break then 
traverses this to finish up Mr. 
Puniverse. Mike Lea also 
grabbed a couple of routes here: 
As Summers Die (E4 6b) is the 
wall right of Lammergeyer 
Twins and is described as 'a 
pressing problem.' The Ego has 
Landed (E5 6b) starts right of 
Myth of Masculinity, joining it at 
its final peg . 

On Moat Buttress Chris Wright 
climbed a free version of Moat 
Wall (E5 6b) entering from the 
right . 

In Cheedale on the Cornice 
Keith Sharples climbed Crowd 
Control (E5 6b), a line through 
the obvious roof between After 
the Goldfish and Une Crime 
Passionel, and with Alan Doig 
The Day of the Long Knives (E6 
6b), which takes the lower wall 2 
metres left of No Laughs to the 
break before swinging left to 
climb the 'pillar' above by a 
series of well-aimed slaps . 

In the Runyon 's Corner region 
Tony Coutts climbed Kill the Bill 
(E5 6b+) up the wall right of 
Local Vortex. On the right hand 
end of Two Tier buttress is an 
obvious wall along to the right 
from the top of Machineries of 
Joy. Here Coutts climbed 
Decade to Decayed (E4 6a) up 
the left side of the wall and S. 
Cundy and Coutts climbed Egg, 
Bacon, Coffee & Suicide (E5 6b) 
up the centre. 
On Gritstone the most 

significant news is the second 
ascent of Mark Leach's 

Screaming Dream. The fact the 
ascent took a total of only 5 days 
work is impressive as originally 
26 days were required . Sean 
Myles took advantage of a cold , 
dry spell and the resultant good 
friction to spend 3 days reaching 
the top. A previous two days 
last year add to his repertoire of 
misspent youth . 
At Millstone Shaun Hutson 

made a significant and stylish on 
sight ascent of Master's Edge. 
Finally on Kinder Scout at 
Ringing Roger John Allen 
climbed Winter, a short fingery 
wall at E3 6a . 
John Allen 

SOUTH EAST WALES 

Once again valleys sandstone 
has proved to be the main venue 
for new route activity. 

The Gap 
Prize pickings go to the Andy 

Sharp/Pete Lewis team . They 
joined forces with the up and 
coming Tony Forster to produce 
a series of very impressive wall 
routes at The. Gap. This is a 
more than average hole in the 
ground and definitely worth a 
visit from outside climbers . 
Sharp's strikingly bold arete One 
Track Mind (E5 6a) is on the 
right side of the crag. 
Immediately left is Pleasant 
Valley of Sunday (E5 6b) which 
is hard and strenuous. In the 
centre of the crag Tony Forster 
worked on the large wall and 
overhang having suffered from a 
Momentary Lapse of Reason (E6 
6b/c) in recurring bouts, over 
several weekends. Left again 
Andy Sharp, still sticking in 
there, produced Loctite (E5 6c), 
with the major difficulties 
concentrated in the very thin 
first 30ft. On the leaving side 
wall of the quarry Thomas and 
Royle added Just Hanging 
Around (E3 5c) . 

Further along the escarpment 
is a small natural grit outcrop 
(no bolts please, I' m natural) and 

Left: Dave Thomas making his 
amazing solo ascent of Caveman 
(E6 6b) at Berry Head. 
Photo: Frank Ramsay 

an excellent quarry. This 
compact quarry has some 
previously unreported lines 
done by Phil Thomas and an 
excellent crackline from Graham 
Royle, Sweaty Betty (E1 5b). 

Cefn Pennar 
Mick Learoyd came across this 

crag whilst playing a round of 
golf at Mountain Ash . This 
small quarry and bouldering 
edge provided a few weekends ' 
entertainment before the 
autumnal deluge set in. Left to 
right on the quarry face are Old 
Gringo (E1 5b - Thomas, 
Learoyd); Pickpocket (E3 6a); 
Route 66 and Wackaday 
(Learoyd, Thomas). 

Gelli 
Autumn faded into winter and 

after a thorough reconnaissance 
of the Rhondda valley activity 
commenced at the Gel Ii quarry. 
Gary Lewis started the ball 
rolling as he slimed up the green 
arete (VS 4b) on the left edge of 
the quarry. Learoyd and 
Thomas followed with a variety 
of pitches ranging from VS to 
E3, best of which were Tobacco 
King (E3 5c) and Just a Little 
Something I Prepared Earlier (E2 
5b - Thomas). Graham Royle in 
company with Thomas made an 
infrequent visit to Sandstone but 
rose to the occasion with an 
excellent crack pitch , Titanium 
Man (E1 5b) . The same pair 
then completed the twin cracks, 
Wot No Metal (E2 5c) and the 
flake line Galvanised (E2 5b) just 
to the right of Learoyd 's Little 
Treasure (E2 5c). 

Sirhowy 
Crocker, Thomas and Patch 

revisited the impressive 60ft. red 
sandstone wall The Rust Curtain. 
Cracker's line on the extreme 
left gives probably the best pitch 
with sustained and fingery 
climbing and an almighty reach 
for the crux. This was Butcher 
Heindrich (E5 6b) immediately to 
the right of which goes 
Thomas's Strange Little Girl (E3 
5c). Meanwhile Patch was on 
the scent of new rock and 
unearthed the Western Walls. 
Crocker took the lead on the 
central line, Deaf as a Post (E4 
6b), with yet another big reach . 
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Caveman Soloed! 

Punk Rock 
As day turned to night Gary 

Lewis climbed an unnamed E2 
5c on the right of the quarry. 

Cwmavon 
Cwmavon, home of Richard 

Burton, was visited by Thomas, 
Learoyd and Royle seeking the 
layout for the following day's 
road race. High above the steel 
works, esoteric even by S.E . 
Wales standards, they 
discovered yet another 
sandstone gem with spectacular 
night time views of the blast 
furnaces of Port Talbot. 
Amicable Settlement (E2 5c) 
with Slack Alice (E1 5b) were the 
net results of their labours. 

Taffs Well 
Repeats of last year's big lines 
of Cracker's by Andy Sharp are 
reported . Thomas and Learoyd 
settled an old score by climbing 
the obvious red continuation 
groove above the Id (No Beer, 
No Fear - E2 5b). 

Ogmore 
Down at the seaside, Ogmore 

was the scene of more off the 
vertical antics. Crocker coaxed a 
tremulous Thomas onto the 
stance of 21st Century, then with 
a roaring tide snapping at their 
heels led off up the unpromising 
ceiling above with a series of 
spectacular moves, creating 
Skull Thuggery (E6 6b) . The 
same day he forced a 
supercharged eliminate to the 
left of Ouestimodo giving A 
Sugar Free Diet (E5/6 6b) . 
Thomas and Bullock added a 
new pitch - Wafer Thin (E2 5b) 
on the biscuit rock left of Cream 
Crackers by stepping off the 
rocking block and proceeding 
carefully up on crunchy flakes. 

Gower 
The Gower has been the scene 

of limited but significant activity. 
Two notable visitors, Gary 
Gibson and Pete Oxley, both left 
their mark. Oxley took time off 
from building the hardest 
climbing wall in the world on the 
outskirts of Swansea to visit the 
Great Cave area. Here he 
repeated Cracker's Divine 
Guiding Light (E7 6b) then Jesus 
Wept(E6 6b) as he flashed a line 
across the huge roof to the right; 
good but hidden jugs lead to an 
interesting upside down knee 
lock rest before the final struggle 
to exit up the blow hole. 

Gibson did his first Gower 
route with a fine pitch at E6 6b 
up the unrelentingly 
overhanging rock left of Yellow 
Regeneration. 
The local team of Andy Sharp 

and Pete Lewis were back in 
action on the 3rd Sister, 
contributing a characteristically 
fingery World in Action (E6 6b) 
to the right of Flaming Fingers. 
Roy Thomas 

LUNDY 

More news continues to trickle 
through from the Island. Once 
the bolt revolt (see Mountain 
129) died down routes continued 
to be produced and the season 
extended through to October. 

Gary Gibson and Friends were 
busy on the Pathfinder Slabs. 
Gibson, Matt Ward and Roy 
Thomas found Bathfinder (E6 
6b), a big, 190 foot pitch right of 
Roy of the Rovers. At the 
extreme top left end of the slabs 
Gibson and Thomas had a Little 
Bath (E5 6a) taking a small roof 
and black slab above. Near 
Golden Handshake Gibson 
added Silver Smile (E5 6b) . 
Thomas and Ward turned their 
attention to Douglas Bather 
(groan!) at E1 5b, a two pitch 
route on the right end of the 
slabs. 

Steve Boyden and Annette 
Bunning spent a hot week in the 
heat wave. On the Battery they 
added The Shadeseekers (E3 5c) 
right of McVitie Man, whilst 
Powerplus (E3 6a) and Ever 
Ready (E3 5c) climb lines to the 
left of Supercharged. On the 
First Buttress North in Landing 
Craft Bay they squeezed in The 
Wacky Races (E4 5c) based on 
the grooves and corners above 
Formula One. Finally Steve took 
to the headwall above the Devils 
Slide and had a Ticket to Ride 
(E6 6b), climbing an almost 
"non-existent" crackline up the 
wall left of Albion . 

Several aid points fell from 
some of the older routes. The 
most significant of these was the 
aid peg on Littlejohn 's 
Antiworlds in Deep Zawn freed 
by Matt Carr and Bruce 
Molyneux (no change in grade) . 
Nick Steen and Nick Buckley 
eliminated Tutankhamun (now 
E2 6a) and Simon Cardy and 
Mark Bartley relieved Rusty Silk 
of its several aid points, now E3 
6a, and the top pitch of 
Roadrunner, now 6b. 
Paul Harrison came up with a 

number of routes climbed over a 
two week stay. The best of 
these were The Chief Constable 
(E5 6a) on the Constable, 
Serious Lobster Juggling (E4 6a) 
on Grapefruit Buttress and Steve 
Bull (E2 5c) on Beef Buttress. 
Mike Snell found A Fish Out of 
Water at E3 5c on Rock Pool 
Buttress. Mark Bartley 
discovered crack Climbing for 
Beginners (E 1 5b) in the St. 
James Stone area which is said 
to have everything from thin 
fingers to off-width . Paul 
Harrison also succeeded in a 
two year project of a crack in 
Arch Zawn, plagued by 
dampness, The Pathetic Sharks 
(E4 6b), left of Arch Fiend . 
Julian Chapman and Pete Cobb 
ventured onto Alpine Buttress 
and came up with Digby (E4 5c) 
and also Pretty in Yellow (E2 5b) . 

Pete Cobb returned with Matt 
Carr to pull out one or two 
surprises . On Focal Face they 
forced a tremendous line right of 
Olympica, Atlas (E5 6b), making 
Wimps Wall a little redundant. 
On the Pyramid the pair led on 
sight A Wild Trip on Jugs (E4 5c) 
which after a bold start is 
described as "gobsmacking " 
and "much easier than it looks" . 
They then went ayer to Deep 
Zawn and came up with a big 
line left of Play Genetics, If I 
Should Fall from Grace with God 
(E4 6a,5c). On the Diamond 
Buttress they girdled the face 
from right to left, Motion in the 
Ocean (E5 6a) . Finally the pair 
paid a visit to the Phantom Zawn 
area and completed The 
Tempest (E6 6a), a previously 
tried line on the overhanging 
wall nr~nsitP Se;al Slab. 

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND 

Avon/Cheddar 
Some madcap things have 

been filtering through the 
grapevine recently, although 
anything to do with Frank 
Ramsay seems to instantly 
stamp itself eccentric, come 
what may. Fast wheels, a 
willing second and two 
headtorches are the order of the 
day, or rather night, as Frank has 
decided that the classics need 
more spice. First to fall was 
Coronation Street, and they still 
got back in time for last orders, 
and embrocation for frost
nipped fingers! Next project -
The Hood (E3 5b) at Berry Head: 
"You'll need Jonny for that one, 
Frank, it's a bit further back to 
the Port of Cal I!" 

South Coast 
That man Ramsay has been 

active again, adding a new direct 
pitch to Dover Patrol at Beachy 
Head . He tentatively graded it 
V+NI while any stable bits 
warranted E5 6a . He offered the 
name Love Pockets Variation, 
and why not! He's not going to 
University for nothing, you 
know, but there again what is 
nothing, Frank? An attempted 
repeat of Vaginoff ended in 
disaster for the now chalk 
smitten philosopher, when ever
efficient coastguards caught 
Frank indulging in a spot of 
helmetless belaying, "We don't 
want to see your face on our 
patch again, sonny!", and who 
can bit.me them . Monster Crack 
has seen a lot of traffic recently 
and is justly getting the 
reputation as the South Coast 
experience. Meanwhile, at 
Poole, Frank cajoled and 
pampered boat owners to take 
him out to the "Tusk" , where a 
slight swell necessitated a hop, 
skip and jump (on water), to 
gain a very greasy belay ledge. 

The route having been done, 
however, left Frank and friend 
contemplating the crux. None of 
the resident gin palaces would 
entertain even the slightest 
notion of picking up the 
victorious sum miters from their 
self-imposed predicament. 

Swanage 
The major news here is that 

Pete Oxley has finally succeeded 
on his major project of several 
years ' standing, namely 
Laughing Arthur (E7+, 6b,6b) , a 
former A3 at Blackers Hole, and 
believe you me when I say the 
potential hasn 't even been 
scratched in this neck o' the 
woods! 

Devon 
Fresh from his Partheon Shot, 

John Dunne paid a brief but 
highly productive visit to the 
English Riviera (ha!) . He on 
sighted The Lynch (E6 6b) and 
then did the same for Shadow 
Beast, an extremely thin E6 6c in 
Long Quarry Point. While at 
Hazard, he managed to do the 
first redpoint ascent of a dotted 
line to the left of Garth, 
Therapeutic Structures, which 
weighs in at E6 6c . Back at 
Anstey's Cove, Ken Palmer 
managed to do a counterline to 
the "Creaming Dream" which he 
provocatively named Peak Bb 
(7a+), or rather I did. Can you 
believe this guy? He wanted to 
call it "Sex Tips for a Celibate 
Woman " - he must have been 
taking route naming lessons 
from Frank! 

A route which just failed to 
make the last report was Dave 
Thomas' new route 
Supermousse (E6 6b) on the 
Wildebeest: beware, it bites! 
Down at Churston, Dave also 
bagged the dramatic arete to the 
right of the Bloodhound buttress 
to give A Moment Spent Talking 
(E5 6b/c). I managed to tidy 
away the superb wall to the left 
of Warpath to give Roar Like 
Susui (E6 6c) and also at the far 
end of the crag I cracked the 
vexing little wall to the right of 
Bearing Down to give There She 
Blows (E4 6c) . 
Berry Head's intimidating 

atmosphere was well and truly 
eclipsed by Dave's outrageous 
solo of Caveman (E6 6b), surely 
a contender for the most 
outrageous feat in British 
climbing? (Should set chins 
wagging .) 
And lastly but not leastly here 

is a rock slide warning for the 
Torbay area . Daddyhole is in a 
very unstable condition due to 
the recent prolonged bout of 
storm lashing. Two climbers 
were supposedly rescued from 
these treacherous cliffs when it 
was reported to the authorities 
that their lives were hanging by 
their finger tips. I love the way 
local newspapers report 
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Serious Access Problems Threaten Fabric of British 
Climbing 

climbing accidents. Another 
recent accident caused quite a 
stir with headlines like " Death 
Plunge of Miracle Abseiler" . 
Don't worry Ed, that's as far as 
I'll go with that one. 

Cornwall 
Yet more unstable rock, this 

time at Land's End. Pray silence 
for the now deceased Yankee 
Doodle, which bit the dust just 
after Christmas. 
Nick White 

More on Cornish Rock Falls 
The great chipping hammer of 

the sea has shown the mere 
amateurs how to do it on 
Cornwall's seacliffs, where there 
have been several rock falls on 
the West Penwith coast after this 
winter's massive storms. 

Details are still sketchy but 
climbers visiting Penwith should 
be prepared to find some climbs 
rearranged while unexpected 
looseness may be present in a 
few places. 

At Chairladder, the first pitches 
of Mitre, Gullible, The Orb and 
The Pawn have disappeared in a 
spectacular explosion of sea and 
splintered rock which has left its 
mark on adjoining routes. At 
Porthgwarra Buttress the first 
pitch of Kilroy Wasn't Here is 
now a chossy break with part of 
the adjoining Porthgwarra 
Chimney slightly 'adjusted'. 

Gurnard's Head has also taken 
a hiding with reports that the 
lower section of the Mastodon 
area has lost rock while the top 
areas of Mastodon and The 
Kraken have also been affected 
by slippage from the excessive 
seepage of the past winter. 

There have been several rock 
falls reported at Land's End (see 
above) and the pattern indicates 
that there may be other sea-cliffs 
affected by minor and possibly 
major changes. 
The good news at Carn Barra is 

that the detached boulder below 
Amen Corner and Crack in the 
Sky has moved conveniently 
into the base of the corner, 
giving a more encouraging start 
to both routes. 
Des Hannigan 

British Climbing Grounds Limp 
into the 90s 
At the beginning of the 1980s, 

Mountain magazine reported on 
the possible desecration of 
Aberdeen sea cliffs due to 
quarry development in 
Mountain 71 and 72, the first 
editions of the decade. 
Mountain 77 contained a letter 
from Chris Lyon drawing 
attention to a developing access 
problem at Craig y Forwyn and 
also contained an insert 
opposing the development of 
the Northern Corries of the 
Cairngorms and Lurchers Gully . 
The same edition, however, 
reported on the exciting 
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explorations that were at the 
time taking place in South 
Pembrokeshire. 

Later, reports were made of 
developments at Pen Trwyn, 
Limekilns and the Slate 
Quarries. Finally, in 1989 Water 
Privatisation and the renewed 
threat to the Cairngorms 
appeared in numbers 126 and 
127. 
Such reports are not 

uncommon in climbing 
magazines. In the 1990s they 
are likely to appear more 
frequently. The threat to 
Aberdeen Sea Cliffs came and 
went due to a huge amount of 
lobbying on behalf of the 
voluntary sector. Dozens of 
other battles were fought during 
the decade: Avon, Cheddar, 
Swanage, Pembroke, Craig Pant 
lfan, the Slate Quarries, the 
Roaches, Wilton Quarries and 
hundreds of other crags all 
remain accessible due to the 
work of the British 
Mountaineering Council. Worse 
still, the very health of British 
climbing has been threatened by 
policies which like diseases have 
jeopardised the lifeblood of 
access to climb on our crags. 
At present threats are arising 

throughout the country. 

South West 
Main Wall and Main Area of 

Avon Gorge are subject to 
plans for a ban for a 2 year 
period while a £20 million tunnel 
development takes place. 
Several of the crags on 
Dartmoor are subject to a 
variety of threats. Groups using 
Symonds Vat in the Wye 
Valley are under pressure from 
the Forestry Commission to pay 
to climb. Access to Uphill 
Quarry has only just been 
resolved. 

South East 
Continuation Wall at High 

Rocks is subject to a proposed 
ban by the Woodland Trust. A 
charge of £2 per head is now 
levied on climbers using the part 
of the crag within the grounds of 
the hotel. 

The Midlands 
Several of.Leicestershire's 

crags remain subject to a ban or 
are under threat. Crags such as 
Llanymynech in the new West 
Midlands guidebook have been 
similarly at risk. 
The Peak District 

Water-Cum-Jolly is at risk of 
being banned to climbers from 
March to November. Rainster 
Rocks, Brassington is the scene 
of a proposed £5 levy by the 
farmer. Visits to Horseshoe 
Quarry need to remain very 
discreet if they are not to result 
in eviction . Proposals are still 
being considered for 
development of a tourist 
attraction in the grounds of 

High Tor. 

North Wales 
The landowner at Craig y 

Forwyn remains totally 
"brassed off" with climbing and 
now seems unlikely to alter his 
position. Pen Trwyn has been 
subject to a 9 ton rockfall and 
the council are now actively 
moving climbers on, or perhaps 
better put "off" . (B - should this 
be putting off?) The Forestry 
Commission are requiring 
permits to be held by supervised 
groups for the use of crags in 
the Gwyder Forest. The 
Gideon Slate Quarries could 
be lost forever if plans for a 
major tourist complex are 
allowed to be implemented on 
the site, while the Cromlech 
Boulders could disappear as 
road widening would be 
necessary to accommodate the 
increased traffic the 
development would create. 

Lancashire 
At Thorn Crag in the Forest of 

Bowland, the local authorities 
rangers have said that anyo;ie 
approaching the crag from the 
official Access Area could be 
arrested. Holcombe Moor, 
which covers a couple of crags, 
has been bought by the MOD 
despite the fact that the decision 
of the planning enquiry on it still 
hasn 't been announced. Access 
to Trowbarrow remains 
inconsistent and subject to the 
frequency of warden visits . 

Yorkshire 
Parking problems at 

Almscliffe have given cause for 
concern and the BMC have 
intervened with signs clarifying 
suitable parking spots. Access 
to Pot Scar remains very 
delicate, as it does at Kilnsey 
due to concern expressed by the 
farmer about climbers' dogs. He 
has now banned all dogs on his 
land. 

North of England 
Negotiations are taking place to 

restore access to Armathwaite 
in the Eden Valley . 

North York Moors 
Cleveland Mountaineering Club 

and BMC local area committee 
members are negotiating for 
access to Peak Scar. 

Northumberland 
Access has been banned at the 

North section of Back Bowden 
Doors, East Woodburn and 
Shitlington. Only due to 
prompt action by 
Northumberland 
Mountaineering Club and BMC 
local area committee members 
has climbing been maintained at 
Howelhirst and Sandy Crags. 

Scotland 
Limekilns is still subject to a 

climbing ban . On Arran the 
landowner is proposing to 
implement a system of permits 
in Glen Sannox. In the 
Cairngorms strict limits are 
being placed by the landowner 
on when access is allowed to 
Glen Isla. 

Such difficulties are arising for 
a number of reasons. Concerns 
about legal liability, pressures 
on landowners to seek 
alternative sources of income 
from their land, the 
development of tourist 
complexes and increasing 
pressures from climbers and 
supervised groups are the most 
common causes of the problems 
listed above. 
The legal liability of occupiers 

would be of much grater 
concern if it had not been for the 
representations that were made 
by the BMC when the Occupiers 
Act was passing through 
parliament in 1984. In addition 
the BMC is now producing an 
advice brochure for landowners 
which clarifies what their 
liabilities under the volenti non 
injuri principle are not. 

National Parks Review 
After 40 years of National Parks 

in England and Wales the 
Countryside Commission have 
set up a panel to review the 
whole future . This review has 
ramifications for mountain and 
sea cliff areas outside National 
Parks as well as within. If, for 
example, greater restrictions 
were placed on land in national 
Parks, greater pressure would be 
exerted on land not covered by 
National Park designation. 
Conversely, if land outside 
National Parks was more readily 
accessible by law it could relieve 
pressure on the wild and natural 
areas within National Park 
boundaries. 
This clearly has implications for 

landowners who are seeking 
alternative sources of income, 
tourist complex development, 
and the activities of climbers 
and mountaineers. In Scotland 
a review of the management of 
POPULAR MOUNTAIN AREAS is 
considering if National Parks are 
now appropriate there. One 
alarming aspect of the English
Welsh review is that despite 
mountaineers being among the 
father founders of the National 
Park movement, there is not one 
single member on the review 
panel whose primary interest is 
in climbing, hillwalking or 
mountaineering . 
The BMC has taken this matter 

up with the Countryside 
Commission and made serious 
criticism of the clear imbalance 
of interest on it. BMC 
representatives will be 
appearing before the review 
panel in May. Both the BMC and 
the Mountaineering Council of 
Scotland have already made 
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United Nations Climb For The World 

representations to the Scottish 
review panel. In both cases the 
findings of the panel could have 
a significant effect on the future 
of British climbing and 
mountaineering with 
implications for future access to 
hills and crags. 
To counter these threats the 

BMC have extremely limited 
staff and financial resources but 
are, despite financial limitations, 
intending to appoint a further 
Access Officer. They need the 
support of all mountaineers and 
climbers to do this because, as 
Alan Blackshaw said at the 1989 
BMC Access Symposium: 

"Access and conservation 
seemed to be the most 
fundamental issue facing the 
BMC, because as Andy Newton 
had said, 'if you don't have 
access to mountains you don't 
have any mountaineering 
anyway.' As such, it had to be 
central to BMC policy and 
funding and there should be no 
question of it being regarded as 
a fringe activity." 
Bill Wright 

A Brighter Idea 
March, 1989. I was floundering 

at the foot of the North Face of 
the Eiger- murmuring in its 
sleep - when it struck me. 
Glancing, I tried to see myself up 
there. Three weeks in the cold, 
warring winds with a large flag 
and a lantern. Inscribed on the 
flag would be names of twenty 
one of Amnesty lnternational's 
children. Each day, after having 
scraped up thousands of inches, 
I'd talk out loud to the world -
via satellite - about the plight of 
those Prisoners of Conscience, 
and Human Rights in general. 
And light a candle, my 'Lantern 
for Humanity', to shine through 
each successive night. Provided 
I didn't drop the matches. Or 
freeze. 

A bright idea, it had, I'd been 
told, "brought a gleam into 
Yentob's eye", the fresh, young 
controller of BBC2. However, 
the Swiss Section of Al wouldn't 
agree: mountains were above 
politics. (If you overlooked 
Hitler.) 
What was I going to do? 
Looking up I got this strange 

feeling I'd been there before. 
What was that? Old gold and 
black swathes gleamed on the 
wall above ... The Wolves? In 
winter, in their rain and sweat
streaked strip. The sight of 
which made fifty thousand 
hearts leap when they ran onto 
the pitch. I felt like cheering. 

A team! 
I had to tell Mike. Heading at a 

fast dither - for I had no ice axe 
or crampons - down to Alpiglen, 
once or twice the crackshots of 
something shifting under my 
feet made me go shy. Were 
there crevasses? Above my 
head the mountain had gone 

very quiet. 
"Ed, oh Ed," said Mike as I 

put my foot down, pulling 
out past the line of cars, "THAT 
IS IT!" He'd already called up 
the UN. "They have absolutely 
nothing going on International 
Day of Peace." He laughed, 
lurching towards me as I 
tucked the hire car in just 
before the hairpin - "Perfect" -
he yelled, momentarily airborne. 
A year later I've started to hear 

voices, in the night ... From 
Kenya, Argentina, 
Czechoslovakia, ringing me up 
to ask what they can do to help. 
James Kagambi, Silvia 
FitzPatrick, Sylva Kysilkova. A 
man and a woman from each 
continent. Jim Bridwell, 
Sharasvati Prabhu, Ed February, 
Kathi Glarner, Greg Child. The 
States, India, South Africa, 
Switzerland and Australia; with 
the USSR and Japan still to 
arrive ... And our own quiet, 
silver-haired Scott, who will 
guide a blind climber on behalf 
of the world's disabled. 

One of the intercontinental 
couples will climb the north face 
by the route that Hitler claimed 
... The first to climb the original 
ascent were two Germans and 
two Austrians, after the 
Anschluss of 1938. They went 
on whirlwind tours, feted by the 
Nazis. Back in Berlin, alongside 
the pudgy, mountaineering
trousered Fuhrer who had 
awarded them gold medals, the 
four innocents smiled for 
Goebbels' camera ... 
Now climbers can write a new 

chapter in the history of the 
Eiger. When they meet at the 
end of their routes up the east, 
south, west and north sides, it 
could be the start of 
something ... A first world 
peoples' summit? Joining up 
the Flag of Flags, reading the 
Secretary General's message to 
the whole world - via satellite -
by the brights of their five 
lanterns, I believe they will be a 
meeting of minds from all four 
corners of the globe. On top of 
the world . 
At the edge of an abyss, roped 

together, looking out. 
Edwin Drummond 

Climb for the World 1990 
People's summit meetings, 
world - wide . 

The U.N . Secretary General, 
Javier Perez De Cuellar, is 
challenging the citizens of planet 
Earth to rescue the world. 
This annual global event will 

take place on United Nations 
International Day of Peace, 
September 18th 1990. The aim 
is to have summit meetings of 
ordinary citizens in each of the 
159 UN member countries to 
make the world's largest 
meeting of humanity ever, in a 
global display of concern over 

the state of nature. 
The focus of this 'World Aid' 

will be the Climb for the World, 
an International multiple ascent 
of the Eiger, Switzerland by 
teams of two climbers - women 
and men - from each continent. 
To highlight the participation of 
the World's disabled in the 
Climb, a blind mountaineer with 
guide will tackle the West Flank. 

Each pair will carry a 'Lantern 
for the World' which they will 
receive from the Secretary 
General. On the summit the 
specially designed 'Flag of Flags' 
will be flown for the first time. 
These emblems of world unity 
will then be offered to the UN 
for display until the next year's 
ascent. 

From New York, Senor Perez 
de Cuellar has conveyed his full 
support for what he termed 
"This impressive initiative," 
aimed at touching the 
imaginations of countless 
ordinary people. 
The climbers aim to achieve 

their summit meeting on 
September 18th - the day of the 
worldwide National climbs. At 
night the survey summits will be 
sign-posted by a vertical 
searchlight to create a rolling 
wave of lights around the planet 
as it turns. 
There will be National climbs 

suitable for all people to ascend 
safely and easily - young and old 
as well as the disabled, both in 
the country and in the cities and 
towns. 

United Kingdom Prime 
Minister, Margaret Thatcher, 
who reiterated Britain's support 
for the United Nations during 
her recent discussions with the 
UN Secretary General said that 
she "is honoured and delighted 
to be a patron of Climb for the 
World." As have Messrs 
Kinnock, Ashdown and Owens, 
the other principal political 
leaders. 

"Climb for the World is not an 
exercise in piety," said Malcolm 
Harper, the Director of the 
United Nations Association UK 
and vice-chairperson of the 
World Federation of UN 
Associations (WFUNA), "not a 
sudden and passing burst of 
idealism; it is a recognition of 
the need for the lifelong 
involvement of each and every 
one of us in making progress 
towards the ultimate summit of 
lasting global peace, and an 
environment made safe for 
future generations to enjoy." 
Editor's Notes 

Maurice Strong O.C., of 
Canada, President of WFUNA, 
the World Federation of UN 
Associations, and the recently 
appointed Secretary General of 
the forthcoming United Nations 
Environmental Conference, is 
the Global Patron of Climb for 
the World. The International 
Media Patron is the new 
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President of Czechoslovakia, 
Vaclav Havel. 

The Climbing Patron is Baron 
Hunt of Llanfair Waterdine, the 
leader of the expedition which 
first climbed Mt. Everest. 

Co-ordinating the participation 
of the United Nations 
Associations (UNAs) worldwide 
will be the UNA-UK, under its 
Director, Malcolm Harper. Chris 
Bonington CBE, President of the 
BMC and mountaineering's 
ambassador at large, is the 
official FRIEND OF CLIMB FOR 
THE WORLD. 

The four Honorary Presidents 
of UNA-UK - Mrs. Margaret 
Thatcher, Mr. Neil Kinnock, Mr. 
Paddy Ashdown and Dr. David 
Owen - are all joint national 
patrons of the Climb. 

For the UK National events the 
Ordnance Survey have prepared 
a recommended list of suitable 
summits. 
As this event develops annually 

throughout the '90s, the 
organisers hope to see 2,000 
people on 2,000 summits in 
every UN member country 
throughout the World , in the 
year 2000. 

Climb for the World originated 
with Edwin Drummond and 
Michael Hollingworth, who will 
be the International climb 
director and National climbs 
director respectively. 

Edwin Drummond -
Internationally acclaimed 
climber and author of A Dream 
of White Horses (Diadem/ 
Hodder) whose writings and 
climbs inspired the concept of 
Climb for the World . A national 
Poetry Award and Keats Prize 
recipient. Amongst his major 
climbs are first ascents of The 
Long Hope Route (Hoy, 
Scotland); Mirror, Mirror Wall 
(Trolltind, Norway); and solo 
ascents of El Capitan (Yosemite 
USA). Michael Hollingworth -
BBC Radio and Television 
broadcaster of 27 years 
experience, specialising in 
adventure programmes, with an 
expert knowledge of caving, 
mountaineering and rescue 
operations. Formerly Charitable 
Appeals producer for BBC Radio, 
he is now an independent 
producer and Chairman of the 
Directors and Producers Council. 

On March 26th 1990 in Trafalgar 
Square - the site of Drummond's 
original anti-apartheid climb in 
1978 - the world's press will be 
invited to meet 'the PM' - ON 
THE ROOF OF Canada House. 
'The PM' (Drummond's Portable 
Mountain) will feature 'the Flag 
of Flags' for the first time in 
public; with Drummond will be 
Doug Scott and Sharu Prabhu -
both members of the 
International Focus Climb team, 
and Maurice Strong, the World 
Rescue Leader. 
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Jerzy Kukuczka 

Jerzy Kukuczka (1948 - 1989) 

It was a Sunday afternoon in 
November 1989 when the 
unbelievably tragic news 
reached us in London that Jerzy 
Kukuczka, one of the world's 
leading Himalayan climbers, had 
been killed in a fall on the South 
Face of Lhotse. He was taking 
part in a Polish-led international 
expedition attempting to 
complete the Wielicki Route to 
the summit. Every death is 
tragic, but the.re are certain 
deaths which totally stun people 
and which seem totally unjust. 
Jerzy 'Jurek' Kukuczka was 

born on 24th March 1948 in 
Skocz6w, in the Silesian Beskid, 
Poland . By trade he was an 
electrical engineer in the coal 
mining industry. His first 
contact with mountains dated 
from his youth when he was a 
Scout and a member of a sports 
mountaineering club. He started 
as a pot-haler and his first real 
contact with rocks was on a visit 
to Jura Krakowsko
Czestochowska in the South of 
Poland. Previously he had tried 
athletics and weightlifting, but 
he really found himself in the 
mountains. 

"Perhaps it sounds a bit 
pompous," he used to say, "but 
after that first touch of my hand 
on the rock I knew it was exactly 
what I had always been looking 
for." His first visit to the Tatra in 
1965 was overwhelming. He 
started by climbing Mnich in 
Morskie Oko and climbed there 
intensively over the next two 
years. In 1970, after a two year 
break for National Service, he 
climbed the most difficult and 
demanding routes in the Polish 
Tatras, both in summer and 
winter. He considered Mount 
Kazalnica one of the most 
difficult climbs in Europe. His 
equipment was like that of any 
other Polish climber at that time, 
poor quality and very difficult to 
obtain, yet in spite of this he 
managed to do some very hard 
climbs. (Later Kukuczka was to 
become technical adviser on the 
production of mountaineering 
equipment for several firms, in 
particular Camp. ) 

His first climbing outside 
Poland was in Bulgaria, followed 
by the Dolomites, where he did 
the Polish Direttissima on the 
South Face of Torre Trieste, and 
the Aste Fai on the Civetta . 

ln1972/73 he made the first 
winter ascent of the Via dell' 
ldeale on the Marmolada and in 
1974 went to the Dauphine Alps, 
followed by an ascent of Mt. 
McKinley in Alaska that winter. 
On McKinley he suffered badly 
from acclimatisation problems 
but soon discovered that 
although it took him longer to 
acclimatise than others, he 
remained so longer. 

His next climbs were in the 
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French Alps - together with M. 
Lukaszewski and Voytek Kurtyka 
they climbed new routes on the 
North Faces of the Petit Dru and 
Grandes Jorasses. It was the 
beginning of a wonderful 
friendship and partnership with 
Voytek Kurtyka. 

His first 7000m peak was Koh
e-Tez in the Hindu Kush 
followed by Ti rich Mir in the 
summer of 1978. This prompted 
an invitation to join Bilczewski's 
expedition to Lhotse in 1979. 
Kukuczka reached the summit 
on 4th October 1979 without 
oxygen. Of all his fourteen 8,000 
m peaks this was to be the only 
one he hadn't climbed either by 
a new route or in winter. 
In 1980, as part of Andrej 

Zawada's Everest expedition, he 
climbed a new route on the 
South Pillar, together with A. 
Czok. Oxygen was used only to 
the South Summit and from 
there Kukuczka and Czok 
climbed to the top without. 

In the autumn of 1981 
Kukuczka, Kurtyka and Alex 
MacIntyre attempted the West 
Face of Makalu . At 7,900m they 
faced 400m of sheer rock and 
snow of extreme difficulty, 
covering only 20 metres in a 
whole day! Alex lead up to an 
overhang. He shook his head - it 
was impossible to climb any 
further. Following this failure 
Alex left for Kathmandu and 
Voytek did not want to climb, 
but one day Kukuczka just said, 
"I'm going." Kurtyka helped 
him with the equipment, giving 
him his best clothing. Kukuczka 
left and climbed Makalu 
(8,463ml by the Ba run Glacier 
flank and then the North West 
Ridge. Having climbed it solo 
and by a new route, he was very 
pleased indeed . In 1982 
Kukuczka and Kurtyka went to 
Pakistan for the first time, 
climbing Broad Peak (8,047ml by 
the Normal Route. In 1983, 
Jerzy and Voytek climbed 
Gasherbrum II (8,035ml by a 
new route - the South East Flank 
- (July 1st) and Gasherbrum I 
(8,068m) on 23rd July by the 
South West Face, also a new 
route. One of their greatest 
achievements, however, came in 
July1984 with their traverse of 
the whole Broad Peak massif, 
i.e. three peaks of 7,538m, 
8,016m, and 8,047m 
respectively. 
Jerzy Kukuczka had already 

started to think about climbing 
all fourteen 8,000m peaks in1983 
when he was climbing 
Gasherbrum with Kurtyka . He 
had the idea of climbing all of 
them by new routes or in winter. 
Kurtyka approved of the idea 
and considered it quite a 
realistic enterprise. 
Why then did this great 

partnership not continue for 
years to come? Voytek Kurtyka, 
a well known individualist, 

preferred routes of extreme 
difficulty and in 1985 turned his 
attention to Trango Tower. 
Although they remained good 
friends and had climbed 
together longer than with 
anyone else, they took up 
different challenges. So in 1985 
Kukuczka determined to climb 
all the 8,000 m peaks via a new 
route on each, either in summer 
or in winter. It did not matter if 
he was to be the first, because 
climbing them this way would 
mean setting his own world 
record anyway. 
The winter of 1985 was one 

tremendous success for 
Kukuczka . Dhaulagiri (8, 167m) 
on 21st January 1985 with A. 
Czok by the Normal Route, first 
winter ascent. Conditions were 
treacherous with endless 
storms. Kukuczka was the first 
to admit that he was not above 
feeling fear and hopelessness. 
On the descent, trying to reach 
Camp 3, Kukuczka found himself 

totally alone. Czok had carried 
on but Kukuczka dug a hole, 
became lethargic, but managed 
to keep his mind on surviving 
this seemingly hopeless 
situation. The following morning 
he reached Camp 2 where he 
found Czok who had, by now, 
badly frostbitten toes. 
After the successful attack on 

Dhaulagiri he left Bilczewski's 
expedition and went through the 
Himalaya via a short cut: there 
were legends about it. First he 
climbed the French Pass. It took 
him 2 days to "swim" through 
the soft snow; sometimes up to 
his armpits. When he got to the . 
forest he faced descending an 
enormous precipice . Finally 
reaching a Nepalese village he 
hired a porter and made Pokhara 
in 3 days instead of the usual 7. 
By this time his toes, which had 
been frostbitten in the snow 
hole, began tormenting him. 
From Pokhara he took a bus to 
Kathmandu and from there by 



Left: Jerzy Kukuczka - Mountaineer. Above: Happy days at 
Shishapangma Base Camp after his fourteenth 8000er; with Wanda 
Rutkiewicz and Below celebrating with doughnuts. 
Photos: Alan Hinkes. 

air to Lukla. He hired a porter 
and in 3 days reached the Base 
Camp of Cho Oyu. He teamed 
up with Heinrich and after 
numerous problems reached the 
summit of Cho Oyu (8,201 m) on 
15th February 1985, by a new 
route via the South East Pillar 
and the first winter ascent. 

Nobody before had ever 
attempted to climb two 8,000m 
peaks in one season and in 
winter. Despite his 
achievement, Jerzy was nagged 
by ethical doubts. On Dhaulagiri 
he helped establish every camp, 
but Cho Oyu was half equipped 
by the time he arrived. 
Nevertheless, he and Heinrich 
had to work very hard, 
particularly in the difficult upper 
parts of the mountain. 

Having received treatment for 
his toes in Dehli and Poland, he 
was ready for Nanga Parbat 
(8, 125m) which he climbed on 
July, 13th 1985 with Heinrich, 
via a new route on the South 

East Pillar. He considered 
Nang a Parbat the most difficult 
and dangerous of all the 
mountains he had climbed. 
Winter 1986 brought him to 

Kangchenjunga (8,586m) which 
he climbed with Wielicki by the 
Normal Route but for the first 
time in winter. The success of 
this expedition was 
overshadowed when Czok, one 
of Poland's most outstanding 
and strongest climbers, died of 
pulmonary oedema. He was 
Kukuczka's best friend and it 
saddened him greatly. 

In 1986, Kukuczka and 
Piotrowski climbed K2 (8,611 m) 
via a magnificent new route on 
the South Face. On 8th July 
1986 at 6.30pm Kukuczka stood 
on the summit to be joined soon 
afterwards by Piotrowski. Their 
joy at realizing their dreams was 
not to last long, for during the 
descent, after a second bivouac, 
Piotrowski lost his crampons 
and fell to his death. 

Kukuczka was devastated by it 
and as he later said: "there was 
no happiness left in me that we 
had conquered the magnificent 
South Wall of K2. The final 
experience was too hard to bear 
and the price of success had 
been too high." 

Back in Poland, Kukuczka went 
into a depressive period and on 
top of this came in for some 
criticism over the number of 
fatalities that his climbs seemed 
to involve. But such criticism 
often comes from people who 
do not fully understand 
mountaineering. We all know 
that during a climb everyone is 
taking a risk. Climbers are equal 
partners and each one should 
know his limitations. 

Kukuczka's next expedition was 
to Manaslu (8, 163m) as leader 
accompanied by Hajzer - a man 
whom Kukuczka admired 
mainly for his organizing talents 
and strong fighting spirit for 
climbing. 

It was another great success -
they climbed Manaslu by a new 
route on the North East Face 
reaching the summit on 10th 
November 1986. For Kukuczka it 
was his twelfth 8,000m peak. 
The "race" with Messner was 
over because by that time 
Messner had already climbed 
his last two 8,000m peaks. 
Kukuczka later sent a telegram 
to Messner: "Congratulations 
on making the Grand Slam". 
When Kukuczka had also 
reached this goal Messner wrote 
to him: "You are not second -
you are great". 
Kukuczka, faithful to his dreams 

of establishing new Polish 
routes, added a few more to 
complete his round of the 
8,000m peaks. On 3rd February 
1987 Annapurna (8,091 m) made 
it thirteen, again with Hajzer. 
They climbed it by the Normal 
Route but yet again a first winter 
ascent. On the 15th to 18th 
September 1987, during the first 
Polish expedition to Tibet, 
Kukuczka and Hajzer climbed the 
virgin West Ridge of 
Shishapangma (8,046m), 
Kukuczka making a ski descent 
from the summit. During the 
same expedition, Kukuczka and 
Hajzer completed the first 
ascents of Jebokangal Ri 
(7365m) on the 31st August 
1987, and the Shishapangma 
West Summit (7,980m) on 7th 
September 1987. 

He had finally conquered all 
fourteen 8,000m peaks. There 
was a pleasant surprise waiting 
for him at Base Camp once he 
had returned from the summit of 
Shishapangma. 14 special 
doughnuts, of the kind he was 
used to in his home town of 
Katowice in Silesia, were" 
prepared by his fellow climbers. 
On each of them was placed a 
small banner with the name of 
each of the 14 mountains. At 
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last he was able to see them all 
together and savour the sweet 
taste of success! 

Kukuczka established his own 
world record on climbing all 14 
8,000m peaks - he started in 
1979 and 8 years later in 1987 he 
had completed them all. Ten of 
them he had climbed by new 
routes, four were first winter 
ascents, and one of them, 
Makalu, he had climbed solo. 
All of them, but for Everest (only 
partially climbed without 
oxygen) he had climbed without 
oxygen and some Alpine style. 

In 1988 Jerzy Kukuczka 
established yet another new 
route on Annapurna (8,091 m) -
of nearly 2000 m - on the 
extrema right buttress (eastern) 
of the South Face on the 8 - 13th 
October 1988 again with Hajzer. 
There was no other high 

altitude climber who could 
match him. After climbing 
Shishapangma he said, "Why 
can I realize all my wonderful 
dreams? Simply because 
mountains are kind to me." 

Perhaps to the end he had 
believed in the mountains' 
kindness. On the 24th October 
1989, the mountains rejected 
him as he attempted to climb 
the South Face of Lhotse, where 
he fell from near the summit. 
Jerzy Kukuczka was only 41. 

He left his wife Cecylia and his 
two small sons Maciek and 
Wojtek. 

Kukuczka seemed to all of us 
invincible. He once underwent 
tests at the University Clinic in 
Zurich. The differences between 
him and other alpinists did not 
show very much - only in the 
levels of oxygen absorption. 
Jurek Kukuczka was very well 
known for sustaining long 
periods of effort in low oxygen 
conditions at high altitudes. His 
body adapted better than others. 
He also discovered that it took 
him longer to acclimatise than 
others, but he remained 
acclimatised longer. He further 
found that he could survive 
without food for longer periods 
of time. During expeditions he 
would lose 10- 14 kg in weight. 

In 1987 he was made "Man of 
the Year" in Poland, and in 1988 
he was awarded an honorary 
Olympic Silver Medal by the 
Winter Olympic Committee in 
Calgary. 

Despite his splendid 
achievements he remained an 
extremely modest, shy, down to 
earth climber. He did not like 
too much publicity. Although he 
could not stand narrow 
mindedness or envy in people, 
Kukuczka was very tolerant in 
his opinions about fellow 
climbers, both from Poland and 
abroad. His magnetic 
personality and motivation were 
inspiring for all of us around 
him. 
lngeborga Doubrawa-Cochlin 
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HOT 
POTATO! 

by Randy Leavitt 

Above: Tony Yaniro going for it on Red Rum (5./Jc). The Dolphin , City of Rocks , Idaho. Opposite Page Right: Australian climher Stei•e Bullen 
facing a somewhat steep exit to Supercharged (5. / Jh) on the Lower Leji Dolphin Wall. The pre-clips of Energizer (5.12c) in the hackground gil'e 
some idea of the angle. Below: The legendary Tony Yaniro. All Photos: Randy Leavill. 

Tony Yaniro and his family moved from a 
crowded, smog-choked valley near Los Angeles 
to live in the cool, clean mountain air of Idaho. 
Possibly Tony 's only regret was a sad farewell to 
a home full of good climbing. His list of ascents 
included the first5. I 3 in the USA, Grand Illusion. 
Even the Japanese travelled to the granite of 
California to try his desperate "Gland lrrusion". 
Yaniro , a legend in hi s own time , was 
conspicuously absent from the climbing world 
during the first few years in Idaho. Cross country 
skiing and mountain biking became his new 
passions, as climbing once was. 

Ironically, his nordic skiing enthusiasm was 
partly responsible for his return to climbing. 
Yaniro, prompted by a local nordic ski racer 
named Dave Bingham, took a climbing trip to 
City of the Rocks , Idaho. Bingham quickly 
pointed Yaniro to a local project, a thin , 
overhanging hand crack. Yaniro did this route 
on his first try and decided to ·name it Quaking 
Has-Been (5.12a) after his off the sofa effort; 
Only a year later, Yaniro was back in top form for 
his first ascent of a severe overhanging crack/ 
roof called The Boogieman. This 5.13d will not 
receive a second ascent until another honed crack 
climber (a dying breed, even Tony admits it) 
comes along. 
Tony 's rekindled enthusiasm for free climbing 

was a great thing to witness. After a three year 
silence, my phone would start ringing again and 
I would listen to Tony ·endlessly rattle on about 
overhanging side pulls, sections barely linkable, 
and crux dynamic moves topping off the 5.14 
projects. My mind would race back in time to.the 
early days climbing with Tony. I remember a 
summer in Joshua Tree when Equinox was the 
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hardest thing around. Those were the days when 
I liked to sleep in until 8.00 am, but Tony wanted 
to be done with the first route by 8.00 am. Each 
morning I would desperately be tossing and 
turning in my sleeping bag as I could hear Tony' s 
feet displacing Joshua Tree sand as he anxiously 
paced back and forth ... back and forth ... waiting 
for me to wake up. Feet in sand sounds would 
alternate with his pouring more water into his 

bowl of Captain Crnnch cereal. More feet in 
sand sounds later and I would hear Tony chewing 
on that distinctive sound of Captain Crunch 
cereal. I could feel Tony's eyes impatiently stare 
me down, demanding that I get up. Hours would 
pass and I would not stir, so Tony usually had to 
resort to something like kicking me in my side! 
This always worked, until a few years later when 
I bought a car, and locked myself inside it. That 
was at the Needles (California) and since brute 
force was no longer effective, Tony rationalized 
with me. He stuck his face against the glass of my 
car window and stated this simple reason for me 
to wake up and go climbing: " Randy," he said, 
" I can only say that you are really blowing it if 
you don't finish this new route with me." Tony 
was right. That route turned out to be the ultra 
classic known as Sirocco. In fact all of Tony 's 
projects were masterpiece routes; this is especially 
true at City of Rocks. 

Yaniro 's enthusiasm for City of Rocks reall y 
started when he saw Tedd Thompson and Darius 
Azin 's classic 5.12 Power Tools. With similar 
ideas on quality routes, Yaniro and Thompson 
became quite the first ascent team. Yaniro, at 
first. dabbled in traditional style first ascents in 
Idaho, but quickly converted to Thompson's top 
down tactics. Together they developed today 's 
granite king of climbing crags, a formidabt'e 
overhanging wall rising out of a serene cow 
pasture. This crag is known as the Dolphin and 
is located on the eastern edge of City of Rocks , 
Idaho. The Dolphin has transformed City of 
Rocks from an obscure area to a definite stop 
(like Smith Rock and Hueco Tanks) on the rock 
climber's road trip. 

As Tony phoned me with descriptions of 
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Above and Left: The Dolphin , South Face , Chris Hill climbing for 
photos on Calypso (5.13d). Photo: Randy Leavitt. A-Supercharged 
( 13b), B-Energizer (12c), C-Duracell (JP) ( 13c), D-Quark ( /Ob), E
Linear Accelerator ( 12c), F-Dolphin Dihedral ( 11 b ), G-Sushi ( 12a/ 
b) , H-Sea Monkey (12b) , I-No Porpoise (}Od), ]-Seaweed (1 la), K
Seaweed Narcosis (10c), L-Nitrogen Narcosis ( 12alb), M-Rapture of 
the Deep (13b), N-Calypso (13d) , NJ-Abandon Ship ( 13c), 0-
Remora (JP) (14a), P-Albacore (IP) (14b) , Q-Teasin' the Eel (13a) , 
R-Teasin' the Chicken (13a), S-Chicken of the Sea (13a) , T-Flipper 
(13blc), U-Kipper (12d), V-Konosis ( 12a), W-Sorry Charlie (13blc) , 
X-Sorry Flipper (13c), Y-Amphibian (12c) , Z-Gilligan' s Island (JP) 
( 13 ), Aa-Boys with High Heels ( 12b ). 
Notes : Lead bolts are not shown. IP= Route in progress , please 
respect the right of the climber working his/her project . 
Map: All distances here are estimates, mostly on dirt roads . 
Below: Yanira being a bonehead! Photo: Leavitt.(But is it art?) 



Right: Yanira high on Red Rum (5.13c). 
Photo: Leavitt. 

progressively more outrageous projects, some of 
his words had a familiar ring: "Leavitt, you're 
really blowing it if you don ' t come out here 
quick . There is a formation out here called the 
DOLPHIN ... " Quickly following the word 
Dolphin was a stream of descriptions for routes 
and grades, never less than overhanging, and 
rarely less than 5.13. I knew he was right and this 
thought ate away at me as I searched over an 
endless sea of obscure, grainy rock at Joshua 
Tree. During a visit to Joshua Tree, Tony would 
point at my latest find and say, "City of Rocks is 
like this, except better and ten times more of it." 
Deep down I knew I had to check this place out, 
until finally Tony phoned me and asked, for the 
tenth time, "When are you coming out to Idaho?" 
"In the Fall," I replied, as before., " It is Fall ," 
Tonysaid . " Well,lateFall,"Iadded. "I'veheard 
this before," Tony said, and then he added, 
"What day, what hour, and what flight into 
Boise?" 

The airplane gently touched down into Boise, 
Idaho airport. I told Tony the exact minute my 
plane was scheduled to land, and he assured me 
that it was no problem for him to figure out what 
flight I was on since it would probably be the 
only one landing that day! Yes, Idaho is like the 
U.S.A. probably was 40 years ago. People don't 
lock their car doors, they say "hi" to strangers 
(not to be confused with "high" as in colloquial 
Californianism) and they don't sit around and 
develop ulcers from fluctuations in the interest 
rate. We spent a leisure day sitting around at 
Tony ' s house before setting out for City of Rocks. 
Tony was amused watching me trying to adapt to 
the country life. I was busy wondering if his car 
door was locked, but really thinking about what 
interest rates might do in the next 60 days. 
Pending real estate transactions in San Diego 
were also heavy on my mind. I occasionally 
snapped out of this haze to watch Tony laughing 
at me. "Don ' t worry, we ' ll be climbing 
tomorrow," he assured me. 

It was a three hour drive past potato fields and 
cow pastures to City of Rocks. Upon our arrival, 
Tony tried to convince me to go to his new 
project called Red Rum, but my lips could only 
say one word, "Dolphin." "Take me to the 
Dolphin , Tony," I repeated. You see, all summer 
I received a constant stream of cartoon Faxes 
about this formation called the Dolphin from 
Tony and a mutual friend , Tim Wagner. The 
Dolphin was talked about, drawn, and Faxed to 
me weekly. My lips said it one more time ... 
"Dolphin" . Tony knew better than to try to 
convince me otherwise so he led me straight to it 
and the tour began. 

True to the Idaho experience, we had to pass 
numerous cows on the short IO minute walk to 
the Dolphin. Cow pies were the only major 
obstacle. As we neared the crag, I could see 
ropes hanging from the overhanging side, as well 
as rows of quick draws attached to bolts. We first 
ran to the far left side (a smaller, lower buttress) 
to see some of the earlier routes. From left to 
right , Tony pointed to the overhanging crack 
called Supercharged (5.13b). He mumbled 
something about nobody wanting to climb it any 
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more since it was a crack. Right of that is a 
stunning little climb called Energizer (5.12c) 
which jug hauls up a very steep face. Another 
5. 13 project, Duracell (Yaniro route in progress) 
climbs the shallow corner right of Energizer. 
Yaniro and Thompson were elated to find that 
the corner contained no mandatory crack moves, 
thus insuring its future popularity. Right still is 
another 5.12c called Linear Accelerator which 
rounds out the selection of routes•on the lower 
left wall. Tony then gave me a quick tour of the 
lower right wall before we climbed up to the 
main level of the Dolphin. Of note on the lower 
right wall is Dave Bingham 'sAmphihian (5.12c), 
Tedd Thompson 's Gilligan's Island (5.13, in 
progress), and Yaniro's Boys with High Heels 
(5.12b). 
The upper level of the Dolphin affords a much 

better view of the main wall and surrounding 
cows. There are some good slab routes on the far 
left, but the best climbing starts with the 
overhanging Nitrogen Narcosis (5.12b), which 
was Tony 's first new route on the upper wall. A 
hard finish of this route is up and right for cJ.n 
additional 40 feet (75 feet total) past long reaches 
and dynamic moves to finish the route known as 
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Rapture of the Deep (5.13b). A nice feature of 
Dolphin climbing is that the character of each 
successive route is significantly different than 
the last. Calypso (5.13d) demonstrates this as it 
is only 20 feet right of Rapture of the Deep yet it 
is completely different. Rapture glides up the 
wall in a minimum of powerful, dynamic moves 
while Calypso struggles past an eternity of side 
pulls and weird power/endurance moves. An 
early exit left from Calypso produces a variation 
known as Abandon Ship (5.13c). Twenty feet 
right of Calypso is the very impressive Remora 
(5.14a, Yaniro route in progress). Long, long 
reaches to good edges make this an elegant 
venture into the dizzy overhanging 80 foot wall. 
Bring a second set of arms because there is no 
resting on this one. If hard routes look good, 
right of Remora is the even harder Albacore 
(5.14b, another Yaniro project in progress.) 
Albacore combines the pump and strange moves 
of Calypso with the power reaches of Remora, 
and a a few weird heel hooks and hand matches 
are thrown in for good measure. The last move 
contains the obligatory crux dyno. The difficulty 
eases upright of that with Teasini the £e/(5. l 3a), 
a trip up an overhanging huecoed groove. Right 

Left: Now can I take a hand off to clip it . .. ? 
Chris Hill on Calypso (5./ 3d). 
Right: To date, harder routes at The Dolphin 
require the wholehearted adoption of 
redpointing techniques, and quickdraws are 
only removed at the end of a trip/season. Here , 
Tim Wagner shows a hit of stylish footwork on 
Flipper(5.!3h/c). Photos: Leavill. 

ofTeasing is Yaniro's great 85 foot pump problem 
called Chicken of the Sea (5.13a). This "must
do" route follows large holds to the last sloping 
hold which is customarily fallen off of. Different 
again in nature is the classic routeF/ipper(5.13b/ 
c), which snakes its way up the elegant face. 
There are alternate variations and starts to the last 
three routes which produce variations known as: 
Teasing the Chicken (5.13a), Sorry Charlie 
(5. I 3b/c) and Sorry Flipper (5.13c). The right 
hand most routes areThompson'sKipper(5. l 2d) 
and Bingham's classic warm up route Konosis 
(5.12a). 
This summer the Dolphin became a destination 

as a "before and after" crag for the Snowbird 
Climbing Competition. A wealth of talent showed 
up and ticked off many of the routes. Most 
impressive were Didier Raboutou and Simon 
Nadin's flashes of Flipper. The Lemenestrel 
brothers flashed Rapture of the Deep. Jim Karn 
is the one who really cleaned up when he did 
nearly every hard route at City of Rocks during 
his two week stay. This included a two day 
ascent of Yaniro's mega-hard Calypso. 

I enjoyed every vertical foot of my short stay. 
Tony learned that he didn ' t have to worry about 
me waking up late or locking my car door, 
because I was climbing every minute there was 
light, skin permitting. The rest days would be 
spent exploring other parts of the vast City of 
Rocks , enjoying the magical and beautiful 
environment of that unique place. I would hike 
around and ask Tony about all of the steep 
formations visible in the distance. Tony would 
then admit that he hadn ' t even walked to the base 
of those crags! An excited grin would spread 
over his face, like the days of Grand Illusion and 
Captain Crunch cereal, and Tony would say, 
" I'm afraid of what I might find." Another 
Dolphin? 

Note: Some areas of City of Rocks are on private 
land. So far, this has not been a problem. In an 
effort to work out a permanent solution to the 
access problems, the American Alpine Club 
Access Fund (notably Randy Vogel, in this case) 
is negotiating with land owners for a permanent 
easement to some of the popular rocks, such as 
the Dolphin. The Access Fund accepts donations, 
their address is : 

The AAC Access Fund, PO Box 67A25, Los 
Angeles, CA 90067, U.S.A. 
A guidebook to City of Rocks, Idaho is published 

by Dave Bingham and is available at local 
climbing shops, including the Almo store. 
The season for climbing at City of Rocks is all· 

year round with the normal exception of 
December, January and February. The reason 
that the climbing season ends is because of 
access problems due to snowfall. If it is a light 
snow year, it is possible to climb there year 
round, especially if you drive there via the Almo 
store (which is lower in elevation). It is hot in 
July and August, especially on the South facing 
Dolphin. 

Summary: An account of an introduction to the 
modern delights of the Dolphin at City of Rocks, 
Idaho, by Randy Leavitt. 





NSTOCK 
A Personal View of Climbing on the Big, New Swiss Crag 
by Claude and Yves Remy Translated by Anne Dale 

Above: Do/omire armosphere wirh Verdon rock. The superb bultresses of rhe Pfaffenhuer (leff) and rhe Wendensrock (righf). Parr of rhe Miihren is 
jusr visible lefr of rhe lefrhand couloir. Phoro: Claude Remy. Below: Wendensrock guru Perer Lechner. Pharo: Kasper Ochsner. 

Imagine 
Picture a long south facing limestone cliff, 

stretching for over ten kilometres, with several 
peaks culminating at around 3000 metres altitude, 
among them the Tallistock and the Titlis. In 
places the cliff is I 000 metres high; in others, cut 
by deep gorges, it has smooth sections of rock 
and towers resembling the gigantic prows of 
shipwrecks, rising sheer for some 300 or 400 
metres. Some people have compared this huge 
fretwork of walls to the bastions of the Dolomites, 
but with the rock of the Yerdon. ' 

But. .. can you compare the incomparable? 
The Wendenstock, more commonly known as 

the Wenden , is completely unique - you have to 
see it to believe it! 

Adventure 
You can tell by his walk and expression that the 

young lad entering the "modem sports" shop is 
confident. He goes straight to the rear of the 
shop, where a salesman is busy sorting out a 
variety of coloured scuiptured holds. 

"Yesterday when I bought the demountable 
wall from you, the one with the hard Yinatzer 
move on it, you told me itwas6b. Well I'm sor.ry, 
but I reckon it 's only a pathetic 6a or less, so I 
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want to change it." 
" Mm, that's a surprise. Still I did warn you that 
it was a move from an Alpine route, which 
you've got to consider when you look at the 
grade. It 's taken from the S011rh Face of rhe 
Marmo/a/a , a serious piece in the Dolomites I 
think. Anyway, the move you're talking about 
has been copied exactly from satellite pictures 
and reproduced by our best "artist-modellers": P. 
Berhault, W. Gi.illich and Manolo. Anyway, did 
you read the manual?" 
" We-ell , not really. I mounted the wall at home, 

sticking faithfully to the instructions for fixing 
the angle and the holds. After warming up, I did 
the move, no trouble, even though 6b is my limit 
- well, in this case it wasn't." 
"But it's clearly explained that this is an 'alpine ' 

move, and you did ask me, remember? So before 
trying it out you should have gone for a seyeral 
mile run first , done several hundred pu·ll-ups 
then, straight after, tried the move." 

"O.K., you're probably right, but I don ' t see 
why I should tire myself out before climbing a 
grade 6, no way. So, can you swap it for a 6b crag 
move?" 
" Yes, but I'm warning you in advance that there 

are a few strict rules to stick to. For example: 



Right: Miihren is a sleep place. Here Yves is 
abseiling after the first ascent of Vrenli . 
Photo: Claude Remy. 

don't use chalk, especially not with climbing 
walls on trial, because you will want to try it out 
beforedecidingtokeepit. There are also ' boulder' 
problems which are done with the stop-watch 
incorporated, otherwise it doesn ' t count." 
Disillusioned, the young lad looks like he 's losing 
face . 

"This climbing game is a real pain. What are 
you doing this coming long weekend?" 
The salesman gives him a big grin. 

"A new building has just been built in Lyon . 
I've already claimed the right section of the south 
facing side. It's expensive, but I' ve found two 
major sponsors who will back the enterprise. 
See, I'm preeparing the magnetic holds, and I've 
got a cable and hoist waiting on site. If you want 
we can go together, like when we went to the 
Eiffel Tower last year. With two of us we ' re 
pretty sure to finish it in three days and at least we 
can go to the pictures orout on the town at night!" 
"Great idea. That's Real Adventure, and if all 

goes well we should make the headlines in the 
papers!" 

Vertical Culture: Burgeoning Bolts 
Lost high up in the Pfaffenhuet on the 

Wendenstock , we 've finished one of our best 
climbs to date: Stars Away. We are already 
abbing down the edge of the south-east pillar 
keeping our eyes on the surrounding faces . Way 
over to the right we can make out the enormous 
belly of the Reissend Nollen, whilst on our left is 
the profile of Mahren 's south face, its direct line 
still untouched. That will be our next major 
project. It ' s going to haunt us all winter. .. One 
day in May 1989, we arrive in the Gadmertal in 
the middle of a violent storm, a sort of local 
greeting. The next day the sky is overcast, the 
rock is black with running water. Impatient, we 
still decide to walk up "just to take a look". Even 
so the sacks are bulky. One and a half hours later 
we reach the foot of a spur which looks like the 
dungeon of a castle. On its left side we can make 
out the routes on the lower section of the Mahren, 
put up by the famous local team: Peter Lechner 
and Kaspar Ochsner. 

The perfect rock inspires confidence, so we 
immediately start establishing and equipping the 
route hoping that it will be the finest and longest 
ever. After several metres climbing, Yves, in the 
lead, reaches 'a good hand-hold' . He uses this 
opportunity to place a temporary hook to hang 
off (depending on where you are, pitons, Friends 
or rocks can be used). With a length of rope let 
free, he cautiously pulls up the drill , then, 
seemingly without effort, drills a hole, fixes the 
bolt and lowers the drill again. Then, relieved of 
his load and made safe, he continues up through 
the vertical maze. Higher up, an overhang slows 
him down. He hesitates before negotiating an 
exposed traverse between two roofs. Where 
next? It all appears to be _. very smooth and 
overhanging. A light fresh wind saps our 
willpower - we ab off. 

The following day we ' re back, under a grey 
sky. Yves leaves the belay, bearing offfirstto the 
right, then left on seemingly invisible rock 
deformations. Small holes, narrow incuts, not 
always suitable for hooking onto, demand a fail-
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Above: Yves on the first ascent of Stars Away (7a) on the Pfaffenhuet. Opposite Page: The superb South Face of Pfaffenhuet. Photos: Claude 
Remy. 

safe technique to make a sequence of sometimes 
uncertain movements, where you try to feel 
light! But for the time being free moves are 
heavily assisted by aid. Putting up a route can't 
really be called climbing it! 

Alas! The vagaries of the weather prevent us 
from carrying on. 

Wendenstock Lovers 
Those who pay court to the Wenden are rare, 

but the love they show 'their mountains ' is as 
deep as it is intense. 

The most passionate: Peter Lechner, Kaspar 
Ochsner and his girlfriend Ruth Baldinger. These 
are names which probably mean nothing to you, 
anyway, they aren ' t looking for fame, they are 
extremely discreet and modest people. 

Peter Lechner is a "special case" for it seems 
that the whole area between the Tallistock and 
the Titlis belongs to him! Born in 1943, he has 
a full time job as a baker in his own local bread 
shop. He 's always ready either before or after his 
demanding work to go into his beloved mountains 
for a half day's " inspection". When you know 
how difficult access is - a long a~d very steep 
ascent - you realize the depth of his exclusive 
passion for the Wenden. 
As a man of action he takes enormous pleasure 

in what he does , but only talks vaguely of his 
achievements, with no desire to broadcast them. 
Nevertheless he's continually putting up new 
and very significant routes - significant by their 
scale and seriousness. To equip them , always 
from the ground up, he uses equipment which is 
often already very well l!Sed. He loves finding 
old bits of abandoned tat at the bottom of the 
face! He 's especially happy when he can fit them 
into thread-holes in the rock. Sometimes he even 
drills two large holes so he can thread in these 
relics , wasting more time and energy than if he 
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was placing bolts. If someone had invented the 
curved wick, it would have been him! Exposure 
on his routes is staggering, even at 6c, sometimes 
well above the last protection: hmmm ... tricky . 
His routes have earned a bad reputation this way, 
for the true " Lechner Style" of a hard traverse 
over IO metres long without protection batters 
the nerves of the whole team. So you can 
understand why his routes are all shrouded in a 
still expanding myth. In short, new routes put up 
by Lechner are synonymous with danger. It 's 
quite unjustified, because all you need is the 
capacity to understand this genius. 
Ruth Baldinger and Kaspar Ochsner also live in 

the heart of Switzerland. Both of them work in 
mountaineering-related jobs which gives them 
plenty of freedom for their consuming passion: 
sponsorship here is virtually unheard of. 

It was 15 years ago that Kaspar discovered the 
peaks dominating the deep alpine valleys. A few 
trips to other areas confirmed what he felt: he 
had the best of everything right on his own 
doorstep! Big or small faces; long, ice or mixed 
climbs on fantastic mountains; incomparable 
limestone and granite. In 1979, with Peter 
Lechner, he set his heart on the mighty 
escarpments of the Wendenstock. It was the start 
of a great passion. The extraordinary alignment 
of vertical towers had, for a long time, put climbers 
off. The existing routes followed rare weaknesses. 
In fact it was all there for the taking! The first 
routes they put up in the 'classic' style, though 
they faced a lot more problems than their 
predecessors. Kaspar didn ' t want to limit himself 
to the Wenden; he ranged over the whole of the 
Uri and Bernese Alps, which meant that within 
ten years or so he had become the most active 
pioneer of new routes in Central Switzerland. 

His list of alpine successes is extensive and 
obviously above average when you consider that 

he has climbed eight different routes on the north 
face of the local ogre - the Eiger. 

There ' s a story told about him that you may 
have heard . One day Ruth - his rope mate in all 
his recent routes - suggests they spend Christmas 
Day on the North Face of the Eiger. 
"Good idea," says Kaspar. "We ' ll do the Classic 
Route so we can be back home with the family in 
the evening." 
"No chance' I want a cosy little bivvy, just the 

two of us! " 

Apocalypse Rock 
The forecast announces a run of good weather 

for the whole country. Our morale is really high 
and we feel strong as we return to Mahren in the 
middle of the summer. 
The approach to this climb is in itself a test. You 

have to climb up steep slopes of mixed gravel and 
grass. Chamois leap about with ease, while we 
have to cling onto the rocks to get up some of the 
steeper sections. 
Climbing gives us such pleasure, but hauling up 

the sack is a real pain , breaking our rhythm and 
tiring our arms. The drill, two batteries and 50 
bolts plus the tools makes the load heavy. Luckily 
the bag isn ' t catching on the rock too much. 
Higher up we hit a large overhang and avoid it on 
the left using good holds. We leave a straight 
crack in favour of a compact slab, and after some 
effort, reach a very pleasant cave. Moving up the 
right edge of the cave brings us to the top of the · 
dungeon. Under a clear, blue sky, the rest of the 
"castle" comes into view at last. 

An easy arete leads to the foot of slabs marked 
with numerous runnels. The upper part is topped 
by an impressive shield, seemingly the top of the 
diabolical wall. A real climbing challenge. 
But, lost in contemplation of this extraordinary . 

world, we don ' t notice the clouds in the distance, 
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C,ClOf'E 
(7b,2pa [6c obi)) 500m 
MiihrenSouthFace 
Gearc Many quick-draws, also 
RocksandFriendsl and2 
Approadi: l ½hrsfrom 
'lkndenalp. 
Decent: Down to large ledge then 
eastwards to 101n Vrenh abseil 

___ , ___ ___ 

Gr. Wendenstock 301.2m. 

M°ahren Ptaffenhuet 

Wen den alp, 16 0 3 m. 

Reissen d Nollen 

CAMINANOO 
(7a'b [6b cobllf450m 
Re1ssend•Nollen, Sou1h Face 
Gear: Rocks and Friend 11,7_ 
Approach: 1hr 15 mins from 
'lkndenalp. 
Decent via equipped abseils. 

\ 
\ 

I 

1-Oeil de Cyclope: P. Lech11er, M. Pirelka a11d T. 
Ulrich, /988/89. 6c!Al (7b). Lo11g. ve,y exposed a11d 
commirri11g. Take Frie11ds. 2-Vre11li: C. a11d Y. Remy, 
/989. 6c!AI (7b. 4pa). The lo11ges1 ofrhe new climbs in 
the area. Superb susrai11ed climbi11g bur well equipped. 
3-Srern Schnuppe: R. Baldinger. K. Ochsner a11d D. 
Weibel. 1988. 6b+IAI (7a). A well equipped a11d 
accessible route among the hard 011es. F-2 112. 4-/11ui1: 
R. Baldi11ger and K. Ochs11er. /987. 6b+ (7a). similar 
i11 difficulty as Stern Schnuppe, bur a lirrle more exposed 
and sustained. F-1. 5-Srars Away: C. and Y. Remy. 
/988. 6b+ IA I (7a), similar to Stern Sc/111uppe. 6-
Excalibur: V. Amman and P. Lechner, 1983. 6b+. 
Exposed! F-2.3. 7-Blaue Lagu11e: K. Ochs11er a11d T. 
Ulrich, /986. 6bc/AI (7b), susrai11ed and exposed! 
Possibly the most beawiful in the We11de11 sector. 8-
Andorra: M. Grosse11 a11d K. Ochsner. /986. 6bc/A/ 
(7b+. pa. The next to last pitch has 1101 yet bee11 
climbed free). Susrai11ed a11d exposed. 9-Elefanre11ohr: 
K. Ochs11er a11d P Lechner, /985. 6bc!AI (7b+), 
susrai11ed a11d exposed. F-1112. 2. J0-Jed11icka Nr. 1: 
T. a11d R. Ulrich, M . Pirelka and D. Weibel. /988. 6c! 
Al (7c), susrai11ed and exposed. F-1 ,2.3. 11 -Aureus: 
M. Grosse11 and K. Ochsner, /988. 6a+/A/ (6b+). The 
most accessible a11d a good i111roducrion to Wende11. 
/ 2-Barma11: H. a11d U. B1ihler, /989. 7a!AI (7blc}, 
sustai11ed bur well protected. I J-Cami11a11do: R. 
Baldinger and K. Ochs11er, 1989. 6blc/A I (7a+ ). 
susrai11ed. 14-As de Coeur: P.A. Steiner a11d Fr. 
S111denman11. 1986. 6b!AI (7a. pa). F-1 to 3. 15-Diugo: 
R. Baldinger a11d K. Ochsner. /989/90, still working 011 
the rowe. As beawiful and difficult as Cami11ando. 
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moving at high speed towards the Wenden 
mountains. 

A current of fresh, damp air is blowing as we 
quickly put on our jackets. Moments later, 
though the Gadmertal valley base is bathed in 
sunshine, up here the weather is rapidly becoming 
menacing. 
Regretfully we turn back, knowing that descent 

is not possible via our route, because of the 
traverses and overhangs. Suddenly, we are in a 
violent rain storm and visibility is almost nil. 
From the spur, Yves retreats down the ropes 
under a veritable deluge. Maybe it would be 
better to wait until the valley fills with water so 
we could swim home! Then my brother reappears 
on prussik knots looking discouraged: "S hit , I 
got to the end of the ropes and found myself 
hanging several metres from the bloody rock, on 
a monstrous overhanging wall. We have to go 
more to the right". We are back at the cave again. 
It would be a trap to stay here so we decide to 
descend directly via the Lechner Route. The 
noise is infernal and lightning flashes our shadows 
onto the face. The accumulating water has 
created gigantic waterfalls which leap ten or 
twenty metres from the face. The violence is 
amazing. The turbulent gusts and swirling mist 
add hallucinatory dimensions to an already 
apocalyptic situation. 
Hanging from a belay, we put in extra protection, 

for we feel very fragile constantly buffeted by the 
wind, completely soaked and stiff with cold - I 
would like to see the face of a 'gore-tex ' sales 
rep. here. . . Visibility is cut to nil, and 
communication becomes impossible. Twenty
five years of sharing a rope provide a precious 
pay-off now .. It' s totally dark by the time we 
reach the foot of the pillar, but our purgatory is 
not over yet. There 's nowhere to get shelter here, 
we have to go down. 

The steep slopes we came up earlier are like a 
toboggan run now, streaked with streams cutting 
into the ground, dislodging loose rocks which 
fall all around us. It 's like being trapped in a 
game of skittles! We feel slightly shell-shocked 
when we finally reach the valley much later. 
Thank God that 's over! 
More and More Sheep in the Tunnel! 

During the 70's, high standard free climbing 
started to interest an increasing number of 
climbers. However, a survey of the equipment in 
situ hadn't yet been carried out; there were pitons 
and wooden wedges, Rocks and bolts. From 
1980, bolts were to take the lead as the most 
reliable and at the same time extend the limits in 
slab climbing. Bolts enable pure difficulty to be 
taken to the limits, and coming off can be viewed 
with a degree of serenity; it's also true that a lot 
of routes would be impossible without them. In 
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the Alps, they provide an appreciable safety net 
when you need to retreat. 
In the mid 80's, the portable drill came into use, 

which considerably helped in drilling holes. 
However, this machine has sometimes been used 
to excess to place bolts at random on certain 
crags, to the detriment of existing routes and the 
environment. What is regrettable in all this is the 
near ' destruction ' of existing and often more 
committing routes by later criss-crossing routes 
with excessive bolt protection. The climber no 
longer knows which route he's climbing and can 
no longer identify with any particular style of 
climbing. 
Faced with this general standardization, we can 

only hope that climbers are going to react: or are 
we all going to sit back and take it? These are not 
the only aberrations; placing bolts on old routes 
as replacements for pitons or to avoid placing 
"unsafe" nuts is one thing, but fixing bolts on 
compact slabs climbed free by the first 
ascentionists, who have put their names to some 
bold achievements this way, seems an absolutely 
scandalous and regressive act. This attitude is 
very worrying and sadly widespread with regard 
to the moral commitment to climbing and its 
history. A respect for the past is a respect for 
oneself. 

A Devil of a Concert 
This time, prudently, we made sure there was a 

stable period of high pressure covering the whole 
of Europe before we returned to Wenden. On 
arriving at the foot of the Miihren, an unpleasant 
surprise is waiting for us; some of the gear we 
had left behind from our previous visit has 
disappeared! The gear and fixed ropes on the left 
are a sure sign of work in progress. The numerous 
" thread-holes" are a sure sign of Lechner and 
above we recognize our ropes! 

We waste over an hour retrieving our gear, 
without finding our tie-offs. They have been 
replaced by antiquities. Covering old ground, 
Yves makes every effort to climb our route as 
free as possible. Here and there we add bolts as 
extra back-up. Suddenly, as if by magic, a rope 
comes out of the sky, very quickly followed by 
the 'spirit of Wenden '. It 's Peter who's come to 
give us a piece of his mind for removing HIS 
fixed ropes! Luckily there are two of us to 
explain that they are OUR ropes. While we're on 
the subject we ask: " Where are our tie-offs?", but 
he shoots off like a devil with a few quick thrusts 
of his ju mars towards the top of the spur, where 
we expect to bump into him again. Bloody Peter 
has disappeared as quick as he appeared. Where 
and how is a mystery, and to this day we still 
haven ' trecovered the rest of our gear. Apparently, 
hidden somewhere in his cherished mountains, 

Peter has a treasure trove of gear he 's found or 
rifled from unsuspecting visitors ... you have 
been warned! 
We carry on putting up our route. A short while 

later, after three of the easiest pitches on the 
route, we come out onto a good ledge at the foot 
of the immense headwall. One of the batteries 
has gone flat. I sort out the gear while Yves edges 
along the ledge to the right. He comes back 
looking worried and suddenly says - " I' ve had 
enough of this , I don't want to carry on. We ' ll 
finish the route here!" 

My blood starts to boil and we end up shouting 
at each other so loudly that we dislodge the few 
loose stones on the mountain . 

Enough said, the result is all that counts: we 
carry on. We don't say another word to each 
other, even when we get to the next cave and our 
second battery has gone flat, nor on the way 
down. 
It 's only on reaching the car that our differences 

are resolved by turning up the cassette full blast: 
Motorhead, Iron Maiden, Judas Priest, or singer 
climber David Lee Roth - music to soothe the 
savage breast! 

Vrenli, The Pearl of the Valley 
Our last day spent on the Miihren in 1989 nearly 

didn ' t happen. Firstly because toward the end of 
September I was very busy with organizing the 
International Alpine Film Festival at the 
Diablerets. Once I was free of that and the 
weather reports were good, Yves injured his 
knee and had to have it aspirated regularly, with 
the threat of an operation hanging over him if he 
didn ' t rest it. 

Several days of bad weather followed, and 
heavy snowfalls plastered the mountains above 
1200 metres. Luckily a long period of good 
weather ensued. 
Towards the end of October, we decide, despite 

the short days, to complete that route so dear to 
our hearts . My brother is still having treatment 
on his knee, so for the walk up he takes ski poles. 
We set out before dawn, travelling light , without 
bivvy gear, but even so our sacs are heavy. Just 
before mid-day we reach our previous high point, 
and continue directly up the leaning wall, to an 
athletic crack. Next come big, slightly uneven 
slabs with rough rock where the climbing is even 
more wild than below. The atmosphere of this 
huge crag is overwhelming: the unreal size of 
these vertical walls, the lines disappearing down 
towards the valley. Far below, the farms appear 
very small. 
As we've already said, to put up a route is not to 

climb it. Drilling bolt protection whilst leading 
on otherwise blank and often overhanging terrain 
means that sometimes we must use the bolts to 
rest on or for aid. Yves, uncompromising, then 
insists that we go back to the start of the pitch and 
lead it , if possible without aid. "To give it its true 
grade," he says. 

Tirelessly we pursue our upward quest in a 
peaceful silence, broken only now and then by a 
few words and the incongruous drone of the dri 11. 

It's a rare privilege to be climbing on such a 
high crag at this time of year - and int-shirts! 
But the uncertainty of our voyage vanishes with 

the last rays of the sun, as we exit onto big ledges 
leading to the summit and the end of our climb. 
My brother then declares: "Knowing what I 
know now, I would never have been able to 
forgive myself for not finishing the route! " At 
last my other half's bad temper has been soothed! 
Yrenli is the best climb we have done so far; will 

,it be the culmination of our climbing carreer or 
just the end of another stage? 

Down below at the foot of the Miihren, we 
notice a light and hear the call "youtsee". Our 
father has come to bring us food and drink. 
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Above: On the easy arete half way up Vrenli with the Bernese Ober/and in the background. Opposite Page: Stars A way. 
Below: Yves Remy (left) and Kaspar Ochsner relax beneath the Wendenstock. Photos: Remy. 

Practical and Technical Information 
The Mahren-Reissend Nollen sector has over 

50 routes. The majority of them are long , often 
equipped and new; nearly all are graded (French) 
6b "obligatory". In addition to this there are 
several routes currently being put up and other 
unrecorded climbs which give the massif a feel 
of the Big Adventure. 

Approach: Access is by foot. I hr30 up steep 
slopes, walking boots strongly recommended. 

Equipment: I 00 metre rope (descent by abseil). 
Rack of nuts for all routes. Friends are shown 
with an Fon topos. 

Notes: Accompanying the crag diagram is a 
brief selection of modern, equipped routes, among 
the longest and most beautiful in the area. The 
minimum difficulty including all aid is given 
first then, in brackets, the grade if climbed free as 
possible with possible aid points (pa). It has been 
necessary to coordinate UIAA grades and French 
grades, although slight anomalies•still exist. 
All the routes are "big", often with committing 

and/or exposed sections. These routes can often 
be climbed in a day from Wendenalp but you 
shouldn't hang about! 
Our three favourite routes are: Oeil de Cyclope. 

Vrenli, and Caminando. 
There is a route going up the south-west pillar 

of Pfaffenhuet (M. Brechbiihl and H.P. Trachsel , 
1968), 600m. It is a fine 'classic' equipped with 
pitons, 6a/A I (6b). 

The Reissend Nollen- also has another long 
route (870m) which takes a crack-chimney line, 
established in 1976 by E. Gross and W. Kensen. 
It is a classic, less beautiful than the south-west 
pillar of Pfaffenhuet, equipped with nearly 200 
pitons(!), V+/AI (6b/c). 
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A brief mention also for the Tallistock (first 
summit on the left) , in the same chain, not so high 
and with easier access, with a few routes which 
could easily serve as an interesting introduction 
to the massif without, it must be said, beating the 
beauty and seriousness of the Wenden! We 
recommend the classic lnwyler-Bielmeier, 1960. 
6a/A I (6b+), (numerous traverses) and the 
We/sches Route (P. Mai liefer and P.A. Steiner, 
1983). 6b/Al (6c+). 
To the extreme right is the Ti ti is, the culminating 
point of the chain at 3239m. The South-East 

Pillar(opened up in 1960) is an old mixed classic, 
equipped with pitons, rock sometimes doubtful. 
The two modern routes to the left have not had 
the success anticipated. This is no doubt due tci 
the remoteness and wildness, even more marked 
than the Wenden, and the rock not being so good. 

We would like to point out that the route Truth 
of Human Desire is not as hard nor as committed 
as the first ascentionists first claimed. The authors 
would like to thank the ' Wenden lovers ', Ruth 
Baldinger, Kaspar Ochsner and Peter Lechner,
for their help in putting together this article. 





Above: The superb South Face of the Marmoladafrom the Ombretta pass. Opposite Page: The Maestri Route on the Rotwand - Heinz 
Mariacher al/empting to redpoint the AO pitch in 1982. All Photos: Mariacher Collection. 

What•s Been Happening in the 

DOLOMITES? 
A Critical Review by Heinz Mariacher 
Translated by Angela Kalisch 

Breaking With Tradition 
Countless articles and books have been written 
about the unique and bizarrely shaped rock 
formations which make up the Dolomites. 
Everyone has heard of the Drei Zinnen, the 
Civella or the Marmo/ada , and many will be 
familiar with its history of"conquering" alpinism. 
Great names such as Solleder, Yinatzer, Comici, 
Cassin, are firmly rooted in Alpine folklore and · 
their pioneering achievements on the fiercely 
steep walls of the Dolomites set standards of 
extreme difficulty for the whole climbing world. 

Whilst free on-sight climbing on big walls had 
already reached a very high level in this particular 
period of development, the subsequent 
' Diretissima Era' suffered from an excess of 
monotonous ladder games. In contrast to the 
routes on El Capitan, which despite artificial 
c limbing were nevertheless demanding , the 
monotonous fixing of ever higher bolt ladders in 
the Dolomites had little to do with real climbing. 

Messner and Cozzolino were the outstanding 
personalities of a young generation, who provided 
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new credibility for alpine free climbing. Both 
were opponents of bolts because they had realized 
that they removed any uncertainty, that their use 
eliminated the word ' impossible'. 
Up to this point alpine writers agree. However, 

complete confusion reigns over everything from 
then on. Which of the modern protagonists 
deserves a place among those famous names? If 
recent developments in alpine literature are used 
to gauge the most important events of present 
times, we quickly come to the conclusion that 
everyone has their own interpretation. Alpine 
history is really a matter of opinion and 
perspective and not measurable in centimetres as 
are, say, climbing competitions. Thus the history 
of climbing in the Dolomites ends precisely at 
the point where the new ideas of ' free climbing' 
gain influence over an hitherto independent 
development. 

Exploration has always shaped Dolomite 
climbing. At first, it was about reaching the 
summit, then about big wall climbing, then about 
parts of the big walls ... C limbing was regarded 

as a means to get high, to pick out a line up a wall 
or to climb a feature such as a spur to the summit. 
The 'free climbing' of today is quite different. 

The grade of difficulty is used as the sole measure 
of a route 's status. 

Climbing is an end in itself; nobody climbs a 
pitch on a 20 metre outcrop in order to get 
anywhere. Whilst the level of risk plays a decisive 
role in alpine mountaineering, technique is the 
sole factor in ' free c limbing'. Bolts are placed 
from above just where they are needed, the 
placement of protection is no longer a question of 
ethics. 

This brings us to the major problem arising 
from the convergence of these differing · 
developments and one which afflicts nearly every 
climbing area. Should the Dolomites change 
into an alpine Yerdon , e.g. the placement of bolts 
on routes from above, or should the rules of its 
own mountaineering past be preserved? 

Enzo Cozzolino and Reinhold Messner led the 
way to a boltless future, where the search for . 
greaterdifficulties went hand in hand with greater 







Opposite Page Left: Fi·anco Zenatti and 
Mauri:io Giordani making the first ascent of 
Moby Dick (7-, AO). Top Right: Luisa lm•ane 
on the upper wall of Tempi Modemissimi 
(9,7c). Bottom Right: Manolo making the 
second ascent of Fisch (8+ /9-) in 1984. 

risk. The issue of protection on difficult moves 
was always prevalent, the fear of falling was the 
greatest barrier to hi gher achievements. 

The Heritage of the Great Role Models 
Summer 1978 
It was a summer in the Dolomites like any other 

and yet there was something in the a ir. In the past 
years we had ticked off almost a ll the famous and 
notorious climbs. Now we had an ever-growing 
urge for more demanding tasks than the, by now, 
boring game of setting speed records. Speed 
may have been a measure of our skill and 
technique; the time it took us to climb a route was 
more important to us than the number of bolts we 
pulled on - but in the long run it was a strangely 
unfulfilling experience. Whatever the reason, 
we had suddenly lost interest in hurrying up the 
South West Wall of the Torre Trieste for the fifth 
time, just in order to improve our time by 10 
minutes on the previous year. 

It was thus that we finally recognised the real 
challenge of the past. It was high time to continue 
were Cozzolino and Messner had left off. Exactly 
ten years ago, Reinhold and Gi.inther Messner 
had climbed the Central Pillar of the 
Heiligkreu:kofe/. Since then all second ascents 
had failed and the route had almost been destined 
to oblivion, even though Reinhold Messner 's 
description of the crux must have been a clear 
challenge for any ambitious climber: " ... a smooth 
slab without any cracks and hardly any holds. 
Four metres higher a break. I was standing on a 
ledge , the width of a foot. Below me a lot of 
space, an overhanging roof, I did not give up. I 
tried, again and again. Thirty minutes later I had 
still not advanced one centimetre. There was no 
way back. I tried in vain to climb down. No 
chance - and no courage to jump." He had 
climbed to this point because it was the only way 
out. Only an opponent of bolts could get into 
such a position. We succeeded in a second ascent 
of the Central Pillar and I had the opportunity to 
empathize with Reinhold Messner on that 4 
metre smooth slab. Only later, in conversation 
with him , it emerged that I had climbed the slab 
at a point further to the right' 

In any case, we now knew the measure of our 
standard, the measure of the past. In the same 
vein, the Via dei Fachiri on the Cima Scotoni, 
first climbed by Enzo Cozzolino and Flavi Ghio 
in the winter of 1972, was as clear indication of 
the way forward. Pure free climbing, 6 and 6+, 
12 bolts and 600 meters long. 
No other wall was more suited for putting such 

ideas into practice than the S0111h Face of the 
Marmolada. In contrast to most of the other big 
Dolomite walls it had been more or less saved 
from Conquest Alpinism and there were still 
many logical free climbing problems waiting to 
be solved. 

Whilst we took it for granted that first ascents 
were the only way to further development, Jean 
Claude Droyer did the first free ascent of the 
Comici on the Grossen Zinne (Cima Grande) 
and graded it 7. 
No big deal with a bolt every metre, we argued, 

and continued to be faithful to our principle that 
only psychologically demanding climbs would 
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Above: Classic lines on the Heiligkreutzkofel 1- Livanospfeiler (7- ). 2- Mephisto(7 + ). 3- Mittelpfeiler (7 ). 3a-Hiilrigl (5 + ). 4- Mayerlverschnidung 
(6+ ), 5-Grosse Mauer (6+ ). 
Below:The South Face of The Marmolada. 6- Moderne Zeiten (7+ ), 7- Vinat:er (6+ ), 8- Ahrakadahra (7), 9- Fisch (8+/9-). 
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Top Right:Pe,fect Marmo/ada rock on the 
classic Schwalbenschwanz (6). 
Below Right: Manolo on the first pitch of 
Lacedelli (8-), Cima Scotoni. 

count. The idea of "free climbing" as a sport in 
itself, completely detached in the amount of 
protection used and from any risk was totally 
alien to us. 

Although we had heard of short and difficult 
climbs in England and Yosemite, we were too 
deeply rooted in the alpine mentality to take such 
news seriously. Climbing on crags - we had a 
word for them: Klettergarten (climbing gardens) 
- could only be described as training, not as an 
end in itself. 
The fact that Maurizio Zanolla, better known as 

'Manolo', had free climbed the Bellenzier on the 
Torre d' Alleghe and the Carlesso on the Torre 
Trieste had escaped us. Contact between 
Dolomite climbers at that time was even less 
frequent than it is today. In all likelihood Manolo 
had thus done the first climbs in the Dolomites to 
approach grade 8. His first ascent of the South 
FaceoftheCimadella Madonna, Viadei Piazaroi 
(7 and A4), was also among the most important 
achievements of that year ( 1978). 
In our climbing circles, however, the criteria of 

extreme difficulty were based on different 
priorities: first ascents in pure free climbing style 
with as little protection as possible, as fast as 
possible. Reinhard Schiestl and Luggi Rieser 
took 8 hours to climb the magnificent slabs of the 
Schwalbenschwanz, (VI, 750m). A week later, 
three of us completed the first ascent of the 
Hatschi-Bratschi (VI, 750m) in 6 hours. On the 
last route, apart from one bolt, we used only pegs 
for protection . 

1979 
A year later, having heard of Pete Livesey's trip 

to the Dolomites, we began to have doubts about 
our attitude. 
He did the Tofanapfeiler free, the Lacedelli on 

the Cima Scotoni free, apart from one rest on the 
first pitch, the Hasse/Brandler on the Rotwand 
free apart from a few metres on the crux pitch. 
We knew all these routes well and had pulled on 
so many bolts that counting them would have 
been absurd. 

We were particularly impressed with the style 
ofLivesey's Dolomite ascents. He had not spent 
any time on any of these routes to work out 
particular moves. Instead, he had climbed them 
in record time, in one go, on sight. We were 
convinced that he must have been a damn good 
climber, in spite of all the bolts which littered 
those routes. 
Kurt Albert worked a bit harderon the first pitch 

of Lacedelli , and redpointed it at grade 8. In 
September, Jean-Claude Droyer freed theCassin 
Route on the Cima Ovest and the Carlesso on the 
Torre di Valgrande and graded both 8-. The free 
climbing of hitherto bolted routes thus made a 
breakthrough and developed into a style of its 
own. 
Whilst our ideas ofjreiklettern (free climbing) 

had emerged exclusively from classic alpinism, 
Livesey, Droyer and Albert brought the ideas of 
high standard crag climbing to the Dolomites. 
The routes were filled with metal , providing 
similar conditions climbing areas outside the 
Alps. 
As long as the Marmolada continued to offer a 
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Above Left: The good old days - Luggi Rieser attempting a new route on the Heiligkreuzkofel in 1978. 

large number of good, logical lines for first 
ascents, we did not, of course, reach such high 
standards of difficulty. The search for a logical 
line would not force it upon us. Speed and the 
amount of protection remained our measure for 
the quality of a route. 

When we attempted a first ascent on the 800m 
high South Face of the Marmolata, we would 
carry less gear than the average climbing teams 
doing repeats of the classics. 
Since we hated early starts, we would often set 

out hours after all the other climbers doing 
ordinary routes. We had great fun breaking with 
the traditional cliches of Alpine climbing and 
somehow it was all part of our idea of progress. 
Don Quixote was a bit of an epic. We stood at the 
foot of the pillar at 11 am in doubtful weather and 
with only 8 pegs. Seven and a half hours and 
750m later, we stood on the summit. The most 
difficult pitches were in the upper third of the 
wall: the rock dripping with water and hail 
stones and swathed in thick fog . We had searched 
a way through the complex slab system, but we 
had not bivouacked ... 
For me personally the high point of that summer 

was my solo climb of the Confortoriss. I started 
the 850 metres route at 2pm, without rope or 
gear. I knew little of the route except that the hard 
moves were graded 6 and that the first ascent had 
taken 3 days. 4 hours later I had reached the 
summit, convinced that this must be the style of 
the future. To climb alone without a rope - that 
would have been the best solution to all questions 
of ethics. 

However, the general trend took a different 
tum. Reinhard Schiestl, my partner on Don 
Quixote, and Luggi Rieser graded their n~w 
routeMephistoon the Kreuzkofel 7+and therefore 
proved that even on first ascents it was possible 
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to push the grade. 

The Eighties 
In 1980, real problems began to emerge. It was 

no longer enough to do new routes, they had to be 
particularly hard new routes. Three attempts to 
the right of the Via dell Ideale ended halfway up 
on the centre of the wall, on slabs which were 
hard to protect and smooth. I had the feeling that 
I was confronted with a new dimension of 
Dolomite climbing for which I was not yet ready. 
There was sti ll the possibility of a line to the left 

of Via dell ldea/e: Ahrakadahra became the 
hardest first ascent I had ever done with a crux 
which was extremely loose and difficult to protect. 
The style was still acceptable: 850m, crux grade 
7, 15 bolts (plus use of pitons), time: ten and a 
half hours. 

Manolo found a similar route on Sass Moar -
Supermatita ( 1200 metres, grade 7, seven bolts, 
13 hours. In that same year he succeeded in the 
first free ascent of the bolted route Scalet!Biasin 
also on Sass Moar. This meant he was pushing 
through to grade 9. 

1981 was the year of the Fish . The 
Czechoslovakian climbers Indrich Sus tr and Igor 
Koller took 3 days to fight their way up this most 
sheer and impressive part of the Marmolada. 
This is the same slab to the right of the Via dell 
Ideate which I had attempted the previous year. 
They graded it 7 and A I; 15 bolts were used for 
fast progress, in addition to several pitons and 
'cliff hangers ' . 
Naturally, I was disappointed at first about this 

abuse of 'my' 'new dimension'. Only after 
repeating the route, three years later, did I fully 
appreciate the outstanding achievement of this 
first ascent. Despite the use of aid, the 
Czechoslovakians had truly entered a new 

dimension of Dolomite climbing. In terms of 
overall difficulty, the Weg durch den Fisch (line 
through the fish) was clearly the hardest route to 
date in the Dolomites. Everyone who later 
repeated the route agreed that the proper grade 
should in fact be 7+, A4. 
1982 was our last yearclimbing in the Dolomites. 
The fever of 'sports climbing' began to spread 
across the whole of central Europe and we began 
to realise that it would not pass through the 
Dolomites without leaving its mark. In the early 
summer, I managed to complete the first 
' redpoint' ascent of the Hasse/Brandler on the 
Rotwand thus improving my standard and pushing 
my grade to 8+. 
For the first time I had abandoned my principles, 

had fully accepted the new ideasof'freeclimbing' 
by training for the first time in my life and by 
systematically working towards the 'redpoint' 
ascent of a route. In late autumn, Luisa and I 
completed our most beautiful first ascent on the 
Marmolada, Modern Times. 800 meters of pure 
free climbing up to grade 7+. 
Afterourcomplete acceptance of sports climbing 

and our almost total lack of interest in the big 
walls of the Dolomites it was Maurizio Giordani 
who attracted our attention with his busy 
exploration of new routes on the South Face of 
the Mannolada. He was very ambitious and keen 
to better any existing achievements. His mental 
approach, however, was no different from the 
early explorers. Neither was he shy in the use of 
bolts (which everybody thought had died a death) 
if they helped him to achieve his goals; and and 
he used them not only for protection, but also to 
link climbable sections. His ability as a free 
climber, however, was asserted when he soloed 
(free) Moderne Zeiten. 
As I wrote at the beginning of this article, alpine 

--



Opposite Page Right and Right: The Dollies 
is big.The Sasso de/le Undice with a team on 
Tempi Modernissimi (9,7c).The cave stance is 
just right of the S shaped couloir with shadow 
011 the leji of the buttress. 

history is a matter of opinion. In my opinion the 
first ascent of the Weg durch den Fisch was 
followed by few events of any significance. 

Whilst the sports climbing trend was 
unstoppable in conquering the whole of Europe, 
thus improving the technical standard of climbing 
by several grades, the Dolomites did not abound 
with superlatives. On the one hand, rock faces 
like the Marmo Jada were covered with a network 
of new lines , on the other hand, these 
developments signified a regressive trend in terms 
of style. 
Whilst in our times it had become clear that the 

future could only mean free , on-sight climbing 
without compromise, the new explorers had 
returned to the notion of 'conquest at any price '. 
The 'Central Pillar ' and the Fish have become 

mil_estones in the development of Dolomite 
climbing because the climbers who put up those 
roues were not carrying any bolts. 1 am convinced 
that this will also be a criterion for the next 
milestone. It seems to me that the use of bolts is 
an equally contentious issue when it comes to 
protecting free climbing sections. It would thus 
be easy to turn into a' free climbing conqueror'. 

In 1986, I had drilled a new route with cliff 
hangers from below on the Sasso de lie Undici, in 
order to redpoint it afterwards. For this purpose, 
I had intentionally chosen a wall without any 
routes, which had so far received little attention. 
I would have thought it tasteless to establish such 
a route next to the Central Pillar. 
Of course, the style was not new: Martin Scheel 

and Beat Kammerlander had used it to push 
grade I 0. 

The most difficult sections of the 300 metre 
Tempi Modemissimi on Sasso delle Undici are 
7c, French. This kind of route, which is 
somewhere between alpine climbing and sports 
climbing could highlight an interesting trend in 
Dolomite climbing but only on the condition that 
protection is used sparsely. 

In 1987, the Fish was again the centre of 
attention: the first red point had still to be done. In 
any case, since our first ascent in 1984 the route 
had only had 3 more repeats , so when Bruno 
Pederiva and I succeeded in redpointing the 
route in 2 days, we believed we had discovered 
the next step in Dolomite climbing: to make a 
first ascent of a route like the Fish. redpointing 
it without pulling on the bolts. At 8+/9- the route 
was the hardest in the Dolomites to date. Since 
then , the Fish has lost its frightening reputation, 
there are no more A4 sections since all the bolts 
are in place and several ascents have been made 
in one day . 
Of course, the development of modern Dolomite 

climbing is not restricted to the walls and routes 

which I have discussed in this article. There are 
many new climbs which are awaiting repeats, 
and the next milestone after the Fish has perhaps 
already been climbed. 

Perhaps, as so often in the history of Dolomite 
climbing, the Drei Zi1111en might again be the 
centre of future events. Strangely enough, after 
Kurt Albert had attracted people 's attention to 
the yellow, overhanging walls of the 
Schwei:erweg on the Western Zinne and the 
Direttissima on the Grossen Zin11e by redpointing 
them , two Czechoslovaks reappeared on the 
scene. After preparations on the 17th and 18th 
and 28th to 31st August 1988, Miroslav and 
Michal Cubal free climbed a route on the North 
Face of the Grosse Zi1111e. They had spent five 
days and nights on that hostile wall before they 
could call their success the Claudio-Barbier 
Memorial Route. This was a clear sign that , in 
spite of the innuence of sports climbing, the past 
was still in people 's minds. Even if the difficulties 
of the route have yet to be confirmed by a second 
ascent, it is possibly the biggest free first ascent 
in the Dolomites to date. 

The Future 
In comparison with the development of sports 
climbing elsewhere, free climbing in the 
Dolomites is still in its infancy. In the coming 
years, however, there will be a vast improvement 
in the technical standards. Perhaps the time is 
right for a grade IO on the big Dolomite Walls! 
The most important thing is to give the mountain 

a chance and not to try to conquer it by every 
possible means, otherwise the challenge will 
rapidly become just a boring and senseless job of 
work. You must draw the line somewhere. For 
Messnerthis meant a refusal to use bolts. Today's 
climbers could make a stand by the 
uncompromising denial of aid climbing in the 
Dolomites. 

Every good game needs rules but for me the 
attraction of the mountains was always the 
freedom of being the only one responsible forthe 
-quality of my performance. 

Summary: A personal perspective of 
developements, over the last twenty years, in 
extreme climbing trends in the Dolomites. 
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GEAR SPECIAL Commercial 
Expeditions 

With the Himalaya teeming with more and more climbers each year, and the bureaucracy and fund 
raising hassle involved with organising an expedition growing accordingly, a niche has developed for 
enterprising and experienced Himalayanists to provide "off the shelf "expeditions. 
Mountain asked Steve Bell, expedition organiser for Himalayan Kingdoms, to explain the rationale 
behind the Commercial Expedition. 

The word "commercial" is regarded by 
many mountaineers with a good degree 
of suspicion . But the fact is 
commercialism has been an inherent part 
of the sport for many years. Any 
expedition that relies on sponsorship or 
support treks can be described as a 
commercial expedition. However, such 
support available for expeditions is not 
growing hand in hand with the huge 
increase in mountaineering activity. 
Sponsorship is therefore harder to get, 
making most private expeditions 
expensive for their members, as well as 
very labour intensive. This has resulted 
in the rapid emergence of "commercial 
expeditions" which I will define as: 
"a professionally organised and guided 

climbing expedition with a limited number 
of places for suitably qualified paying 
clients" -
the idea being that all the expedition 
costs are covered by the clients' fees with 
a profit at the end for the organiser. 

This concept is far from new. Such 
expeditions have been operated since 
the mid-seventies. American and German 
companies have led the way, and a few 
British operators have recently made 
inroads into this potentially lucrative 
market. Participation in a commercial 
expedition could set you back anything 
up to £12,000, depending on the location 
and the objective. However, the cost of 
joining such an expedition is certain to be 
far less than the cost of organising that 
expedition yourself without substantial 
funding from sponsorship. 

So what do you get for your money? 
Consider for a momentthe work involved 
in organising your own expedition: 
booking the peak; obtaining necessary 
permits and visas; organising flights; 
freight; food; equipment; transport; 
accommodation; insurance; porterage; 
the liaison officer and camp staff; medical 
kit and the need for numerous 
international communications. In short, 
it is an enormous task involving much 
time and expense. As a member of a 
commercial expedition, all of this work is 
taken off the client's hands and any 
expenses are built into the overall fee. 
This excludes the raising of funds from 
sponsorship - a time-consuming necessity 
for most private expeditions. It can be 
seen that a professional expedition 
organiser does considerably more for 
your money than, for instance, an estate 
agent! 
There are, of course, disadvantages, the 

main ones being the fact that you are tied 
to only the peaks and dates on offer and 
that possibly the majority of fellow team 
members will be complete strangers at 
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Ambitious objectives, such as Changtse (7583m) in Tibet, are now available to clients of 
commercial expeditions. Photo: Steve Bell. 

the start of the trip. Expedition organisers 
minimise these problems by clever 
marketing of the trips they offer and by 
arranging pre-expedition meets to allow 
team members to getto know each other. 
However, it is not the same as going on a 
trip with a group of good friends. A 

compromise is to find your own team 
members, select a peak, chooseyourown 
dates and then approach a professional 
organiser to fix it all up for you. Because 
the organiser is guaranteed a certain 
number of clients, the price will usually 
be less than a brochure advertised trip . If 



-

guides are not required, it will be 
considerably cheaper. This option is 
certainly worth considering by anyone 
planning an expedition . 

Commercial expeditions are usually 
guided ascents/attempts on expedition 
scale mountains. The organiser will 
provide experienced and often well
known mountaineers who should be fully 
qualified UIAA guides. They provide the 
core of ability and strength of the party 
and make all decisions on the climb. One 
of these guides would also be the 
expedition leader. 

The guide to climber ratio will depend 
on the nature of the climb. For high 
altitude peaks of some difficulty, a ratio of 
one to three is acceptable. Bear in mind 
that only a proportion of the clients will 
be able to go high at one time. For less 
demanding peaks, the ratio could be far 
less. 

The guiding factor is one of the 
fundamental differences between private 
and commercial expeditions. On the 
former, the team as a whole will work 
towards the aim of getting the strongest 
members to the top. On guided climbs, 
the strongest members (i.e. the guides ... 
usually!) work towards getting as many 
of the team members as possible to the 
summit. In other words, the situation is 
reversed, although it has been known for 
guides to be burnt off by strong climber 
clients! 
A commercial expedition does not have 

to be guided, it just so happens that most 
of them are. It is misleading to describe 
a commercial ascent of an 8,000m peak 
as guided. The fact is, no one is really 
capable of guiding at this altitude, as the 
guides will have enough to worry about 
looking after themselves. Also, the guides 
will be subject to all the vagaries of high 
altitude effects on physiology and 
temperament, for despite whatthe ML TB 
may say, they are only human! It may be 
more accurate to describe the ascents as 
"guided" up to 7,000m and thereafter 
"assisted", depending on the capabilities 
of the guide. 
Although the climb may be guided, only 

the clients' efforts will get them to the top 

of the mountain. A good expedition 
operator will therefore require details of 
an applicant's climbing experience and 
make an assessment of whether they will 
be suitable for the objective. If they are 
deemed too inexperienced, they should 
be advised to transfer to an easier climb 
or refunded in full any deposit paid. It is 
no doubttempting for operators to accept 
clients regardless of experience, but this 
is unfair on the client and professionally 
unethical. 
Of course the operators' assessment of 

a client's suitability is based entirely on 
what the client says he or she has done. 
Those who exaggerate are only fooling 
themselves, but if a month or so sitting at 
base camp with a dwindling supply of 
books is what they want, so be it. The 
expedition guides will quickly assess a 
client's true capabilities. Anyone who is 
likely to be a liability - to themselves or 
others -will not be a part of the climbing 
team. Such measures rarely need to be 
imposed, as such a client will normally 
volunteer their non-participation. 

The most important requirement of a 
climb selected by a commercial expedition 
organiser should be its objective safety. 
Needless to say, losing people on the 
mountain is bad for business! However, 
caution should be exercised when 
choosing your peak. Reading through an 
attractive brochure in the comfort of your 
own home, it may be tempting to be over 
ambitious. Physical and mental hardships 
are sometimes glossed over, so make 
sure you take good advice on the choice 
of climb and not just from the operator! If 
in doubt, go for an easier climb as your 
chances of summiting will be much 
greater. 

Careful selection of the operating 
company is also advised. The industry is 
booming and with the large sums of 
money involved, could provide a tempting 
opportunity for racketeers. Established 
operators with a proven track record are 
the safest bet. Be warned! 
Once the cost of the expedition has been 

paid to the organiser, the only other majo.r 
expense is providing one's own personal 
climbing equipment. This will include all 

A climber on fixed ropes during a 
"commercial" ascent of Himalchuli. 
Photo: Steve Bell. 

clothing; harness; jumars; crampons; 
ice axes and sleeping bag . All communal 
equipment, including ropes and fixing 
gear, is provided by the expedition 
organiser. This will vary from operator to 
operator so it is worth asking them exactly 
what is provided as it could affect the 
overall cost of the expedition quite 
drastically. 

There is no reason why an expedition 
client cannot seek or obtain their own 
private sponsorship to help defray their 
expedition fee . Business concerns stand 
to gain as much from commercial 
expeditions as from low key private 
ventures, which they often support. There 
is also an added bonus - a guided ascent 
will, by definition, stand a better chance 
of success than a private expedition where 
all the members may be pushed to their 
limit. Successful and safe (in that order!) 
expeditions are what sponsors like to be 
associated with. 

In the U.K. the booking conditions of 
expedition organisers include all sorts of 
disclaimers to protect them from 
litigation. How these disclaimers would 
stand up in a court of law remains to be 
seen, for the precedent has yet to be set. 
The main area for concern is whether in 
the event of a client's injury or death a 
case of negligence can be proved against 
the operating company or one of its 
employees . Here we strike a very 
important reason for the employment of 
UIAA guides on expeditions. Their 
qualification entitles them to an affordable 
professional insurance package which 
largely covers them for negligence. 
Without their guiding qualification, this 
insurance is prohibitivelyexpensive-even 
for large companies. With the increasing 
popularity and boldness of commercial 
expeditions, a test case will occur sooner 
or later. So far, however, climbing clients 
have been happy to sign disclaimers and 
the operators seem to think that this is 
adequate for the time being. 
Commercial expeditions are now being 

operated to major peaks all over the world. 
Everyone in the business, from 
established trekking companies to self
employed guides, is trying to soak up the 
rapidly growing demand. These trips are 
not for hard climbers out to make a name 
for themselves. They are designed for 
the vast body of mountaineers who want 
a personal challenge with a minimum of 
hassle. To this end, the advantages of 
commercial expeditions will ensure that 
they become a prominent feature of the 
mountaineering game. Like another 
recent phenomenon of our diversifying 
sport, climbing competitions, they are 
here to stay. 
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DAVE COOK 
Kiss of The Spiderwoman 

Not least of the attractions of a solo cycle 
journey from London to Australia with 
rock boots in the panniers was the chance 
it gave to step outside our incestuous and 
claustrophobic sport and look at it, and 
myself, through different spectacles. A 
new vantage point was needed rather 
urgently because the dreaded disease of 
repetition threatened. Climbing writers, 
like pornographers, are in high risk 
categories. After all athletes, the 
common subject of both genres, whether 
rock or sexual, have to make the same 
moves fairly often. 
At first "a mirror on my handlebars" 

seemed a vain hope. Biking the short but 
hilly stages to and between Verdon, 
Finale, Oreo, Mello and Arco, where I 
enjoyed magnificent climbing in the early 
summer of 1989 with a succession of 
friends, provided no more than welcome 
schizophrenic relief from the main 
business on the rocks. After Italy 
everything changed. Occasional 
excursions into the mountains in 
Bulgaria, Turkey, the Karakoram and 
Sumatra, and peeps at playgrounds of 
tomorrow in Southern Thailand when 
rock climbing explodes along the Pacific 
Rim, were now the isolated luxuries. For 
vast distances I dropped off the map into 
places where tourists never go, surfacing 
occasionally to gorge myself like a camel 
at oases of creature comforts. It was in 
these Atlantean worlds, on the hot and 
dusty roads, in countless encounters with 
kind and generous but unrelentingly 
inquisitive people and the psychology of 
surviving their pressure, that my chance 
for a new look at the "eternal verities" 
came. I nearly wrote the eternal verities 
of climbing, falling into our sport's 
subjective trap of assuming we have a 
monopoly on these things. 

Let's start on familiar ground - grading. 
Objective dangers, length of daily rides, 
commitment required, fitness, handiness 
with tool kit, overall dauntingness of 
concept; on this trip we are talking E 
grades. Nothing particularly to do with 
technique though. Cycling does have this 
aspect but it is found in the same places 
where sports climbing rules. Lycra clad 
specialists on gleaming machines would 
buzz by in France, Italy and Singapore, 
delighted if I rose to their challenge. 
Theirs too is a different sport. However I 
will immodestly claim that riding the 
rutted rims of North India's overcrowded 
highways offers a higher level of 
objective danger than anything normally 
met in a rockclimbing career. 

Long distance cycling is pretty low on 
ethics. Unless you are prepared to 
attempt a Nick Danziger style (E10) 
crossing of Iran and Burma without visas, 
you have to fly round these countries. 
(His amazing overland journey through 
Iran, Afghanistan and China without 
travel documents and money is told in the 
classic book Danziger's Travels. ) I 
regarded these flights, and the concluding 
one from Bali to Darwin, as bolt ladders 
used to be regarded, a necessary evil to 
open up an otherwise unclimbable route. 
More questionable was the occasional · 
"truck for aid" when a passing lorry 
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would scoop me aboard. Then, 
sometimes, being a passenger seemed 
even more dangerous than being in their 
path. 

Low on ethics; high on bullshit. Unless 
you have done some climbing it is 
difficult to have any real idea of what is 
involved. So showing off tends to be 
restricted to one's peers. Everyone has 
ridden a bike. In many places people only 
ride bikes. Therefore everyone is clear 
about what covering thousands of 
kilometres involves. The scope for 
bullshit is dramatically expanded. 
Climbing at least keeps it in the family. 

What else did the mirror on the 
handlebars tell me about myself that was 
different from experiences on climbing 
trips? Firstly dependence on contact with 
loved ones back home was much higher. 
How I would race to my American 
Express poste restante points. How my 
spirits fell when a long-awaited phone call 
faded into the static. Being alone and 
vulnerable makes you very needy. 

"For vast distances I 
dropped off the map into 
places where tourists 
never go, swfacing 
occasionally to gorge 
myself like a camel at 
oases of creature 
comforts". 

Secondly long distance cycling demands 
a continual engagement with the people 
among whom you pass unlike anything in 
climbing. They certainly demand 
continued engagement with you! Wall to 
wall, nose-to-the-pane wearying 
engagement! Never again do I want to be 
shown another temple. Like country 
singer Jim Hiatt "another heart-felt steel 
guitar will really do me in". Sometimes 
this involvement got too close for 
comfort. My passport was impounded in 
Bulgaria. In Iraq the police carpeted me 
for spending too much time in the 
company of Kurdish people anxious to 
speak to a rare Westerner about the 
genocide being perpetrated on their 
villages. In India communal violence left 
Moslem shops smouldering in towns 
through which I rode. 

It was clear that although no cycling 
man "can be an island", on previous 
climbing trips I had been. If expedition 
books are anything to go by so are many 
other climbers. (Bitterly he remembered 
how the Royal Geographical Society's 
Expedition Advisory Service had said they 
could give no official help as "individual 
travel" did not constitute an official 
"expedition.) Contacts with "Home Base" 
are lucky to get an acknowledgement, 
with the interesting exception of Chris 
Bonington, who has been on more 
expeditions than most. He has publicly 
addressed the issue. The communities 

through which the expedition passes 
usually get no more than an appendix. 

Part of the reason for this insularity may 
lie in the way climbing has developed. 
The sport is one of industrialised city 
people. The only climbing wall between 
Sofia and Australia is in Singapore. Not 
surprisingly enthusiasts want to escape to 
mountain solitude and the simplified 
reality of athletic obsession. They define 
their sport in terms of its separateness 
from their daily lives and its literature 
celebrates it as an enclosed world. In 
Britain the practitioners are 
overwhelmingly white and male and this 
really shows in climbing writing's macho 
self-censorship of certain sorts of 
vulnerability and emotion and its silence 
on the "whiteness" of the sport in an 
increasingly multi-racial country. It is not 
an accident that there is so little climbing 
fiction, or poetry. • 

In the same way that the key to 
reinvigoration in the 1950s and 60s was a 
much greater involvement of working 
class and student climbers, so now in the 
1990's the sport urgently needs a simitar 
expansion to draw in more women and 
black people of both sexes. The result 
could help free quite a few emotional log 
jams and maybe elevate some issues 
above footnote status. 

The third major difference my mirror 
showed me from traditional climbing 
ways concerned the role of imagination. 
Just before setting off I caught up with 
that marvellous film, Kiss of the 
Spiderwoman. The central character 
faces trials infinitely greater than mine in 
his South American prison, but his make 
up is similar. He favours organisational 
solutions to complex emotional 
problems. From his gay cell mate he 
discovers that sometimes to let your 
fantasies rip is much more important. 
Indeed this becomes the key to his 
survival. When the sun was a pitiless orb 
in the sky and the melting tarmac hissed 
beneath my wheels I learned the same 
lesson. 
Now in rain lashed Darwin I've sold the 

bike and pressed the hyperspace button 
to emerge in a different part of the galaxy 
with a rucksack on my back. The prospect 
of Australian rock seems like paradise. 
But you can't swim in the same river 
twice. It will be different because, 
somewhere along the way, I too felt "the 
kiss of the spiderwoman". 

The Route: Countries cycled through: S. 
England, France, Italy, Yugoslavia, 
Bulgaria, Turkey, Iraq, Kuwait (flight 
around Iran to Karachi), Pakistan, India, 
Bangladesh (flight around Burma to 
Bangkok), Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Indonesia (flight from Bali to Darwin). 
Total distance cycled: 20,000 kms. 
Time taken:10 months (with many stops 
for climbing, trekking, swimming, looking 
at temples and politics and one enforced 
stop in Sofia because of passport 
confiscation). 

Equipment: 1 touring bike, 2 panniers, 1 
handlebar bag, rockboots and harness. 
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Mountaineer 
by Chris Bonington 
Diadem/Hodder & Stoughton 
£17.95 

It is a relief to view a climbing 
book which is not woodwormed 
with sentiment or ruptured with 
self analysis. Bonington 's new 
book, simply called 
Mountaineer, is like that breath 
of fresh air when you unzip your 
bivvy bag at dawn. It is 
refreshing to have his story told 
simply in pictures. Historically, 
too, it is unique, for it 
encapsulates a span of thirty 
hyper-active years. 

Little did I know when I first 
tied up with the youthful 
exuberant Bonners back in 1953 
that he would, as the late Tom 
Patey aptly put it, "Write another 
page of Alpine history." He also 
wrote, historically speaking, 
various other pages in 
mountaineering history. But in 
this book it is the collection and 
progression of pictures which 
makes it unique. 
One can also see the Midas 

touch of Wilson here. That latter 
day scribe has now docked with 
big brother Hodder & Stoughton 
after orbiting round his big 
climbs, big walks worlds, and 
with Margaret Body, Hodder's 
able editor and "referee", a 
volume of 192 pages has been 
produced illustrating Chris's 
prolific career. The pies are well 
arranged, balanced and 
diversified, so it's not purely a 
book for the "climber" who has 
a spare chalk bag on his 
armrest, but for all who yearn 
for adventure. 
Hamish Macinnes 

High Asia - An Illustrated 
History of the 7,000m Peaks 
by Jill Neate 
Unwin Hyman £25.00 

Jill Neate has a love affair with 
lists - thank goodness. First she 
sorted out our books for us in 
Mountaineering Literature, then 
provided a source book to South 
America - Mountaineering in the 
Andes - and now she turns her 
attention to the four hundred or 
so peaks in the Himalaya 
between 7000 and 8000m. 

Basically High Asia is a detailed 
list of all the 7000m peaks 
arranged by area, east to west, 
across the Himalaya, with the 
isolated Chinese peaks tacked 
on at the end . It begins with a 
check list of the world's highest 
mountains, when they were 
ascended and by whom, 
beginning with Everest at 8848m 
and ending with Saraghrar West 
in the Hindu Kush (one of nine 
peaks given the limiting height 
of 7000m). Like a good many 
mountain heights, these nine 
tail-enders should be taken with 

a pinch of salt, especially as they 
are mostly in remote Bhutan and 
have never been climbed or 
even properly surveyed. They 
might be higher or, more likely, 
lower. This problem of height 
recurs throughout the book and 
is duly noted by the author, who 
points out in several places that 
resurveying has recently taken 
the peak below the magic 7000m 
mark. Sensibly, such peaks are 
retained - who knows, at the 
next survey they might go up 
again! 
The list is valuable in showing 

at a glance the targets which are 
left for the ambitious. At 
present, according to Neale, the 
middle peak of Lhotse (8430m) 
is the highest unclimbed summit 
in the world, followed by the 
East Pinnacle of Manaslu 
(7992m). There is no guarantee 
that some of the lesser summits 
haven't been ascended illegally 
and secretly - one hears stories -
but brooding on such things can 
lead to paranoia. 

Each ensuing chapter is 
devoted to an area, sub-divided 
into mountain groups, and each 
group into separate peaks and 
subsiduary tops. This is by no 
means a sterile list, however; 
where there is a history of 
attempts these are recorded 
succinctly, with just enough 
flavour to the more famous 
climbs to encapsulate them 
perfectly. In addition there are 
inset panels (very much in 
vogue these days) about famous 
Himalayan explorers, though the 
choice of subject seems 
arbitrary. Surely the Bullock
Workmans, who get a passing 
mention with a picture, are more 
interesting than Claude Kogan, 
who gets a panel to herself? 

When it comes to some of the 
great Himalayan mysteries, 
Neate plays it safe, following the 
Establishment line. In particular 
she takes Mason's opinions at 
face value - a dangerous thing to 
do, because Mason is prejudiced 
against anyone who criticizes 
the Indian Survey, of which he 
was a member. Like an 
elephant, the Survey never 
forgets a slight, which is why 
Mason, years after the event, 
'demonstrated conclusively' that 
W.H. Johnson did not climb 
Muztagh as he claimed. One of 
the finest surveyors of his day, 
William Henry Johnson made an 
illegal trip to the Kun Lun which 
earned him the reprimand of his 
superiors and a gold watch from 
the RGS. 

Similarly, we should not take 
Mason's word in the celebrated 
mystery of W.W. Graham and 
Kabru. Graham's claims to have 
climbed Kabru, in the 
Kangchenjunga massif, says 
Neale, 'are no longer taken 
seriously'. Really? Collie, 
Longstaff, Freshfield and 
Garwood all believed him - and 
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Garwood, one of the few people 
to examine the peak closely 
said, 'there was no special 
obstacle to an ascent being 
made, and that Mr. Graham's 
account showed he had not 
mistaken the mountain for a 
lower summit.' 

I think Graham did climb 
Kabru. Unfortunately he also 
claimed to have climbed 
Changabang, which was 
patently wrong, and that has 
been taken as a stick with which 
to beat him over Kabru as well. 
His real sin was that he criticised 
the Survey over their maps of 
the Nanda Devi area, and even 
suggested they might go to 
Switzerland and pick up a few 
tips from General Dufour! That 
did not go down too well in 
Dehra Dun, as you can imagine, 
and Graham's name has been 
mud ever since. 

High Asia has some fine 
pictures, many in colour. There 
are one or two irritating minor 
errors, such as Duke of Abruzzi 
instead of Duke of the Abruzzi, 
but this is nit-picking and does 
not detract from a very useful 
book. 
Walt Unsworth 

Majestic Mountains 
Roaming the Great Mountain 
Ranges of Six Continents 
by Leo Le Bon 
Abrams, Inc. New York $49.50 

This book is an anachronism, 
but in the nicest possible way. 
Once upon a time books were 

published for one of two 
reasons. Either the work in 
question deserved publication 
as a worthy endeavour, though 
it might never earn a penny 
profit. Or more prosaically it 
would appeal to a book-buying if 
perhaps undiscerning public and 
make lots of money for 
everyone, permitting the 
subsidy of those works of 
genuine merit. But publishers 
are no longer literary gentlemen 
sipping sherry in panelled 
boardrooms; times are hard, 
publishing is serious business 
and every book must return a 
profit. Thus, as an author 
myself, I try always to identify 
the raison d'etre behind any 
book I read: what's made the 
author tick and the publisher 
publish? 

But I'm afraid I can discern no 
commercial motive behind 
Majestic Mountains. It's an 
expensive production, its subject 
is esoteric and its public strictly 
limited. It's not a useful 
reference book and it'll surely be 
no money-spinner. Its author is 
unknown outside his specialised 
field of adventure travel. Who is 
it aimed at? Indeed the text 
suggests that this book is a pure 
self-indulgence. 

Nevertheless, it's a delightful 
book which has given me great 
pleasure, in fact more so than 
many other glossy books by 
more erudite mountain 
travellers and famous 
photographers. Similar in 
format to the now familiar 
Classic Climbs and Hard Rock 
series, this is virtually a formula 
book which discusses thirty 
impressive mountains ranging 
from such celebrated peaks as 
the Matterhorn, K2 and Mount 
Assiniboine to the little-known 
heights of Mount Sinai, 
Licancabur in Chile and 
Ningchin Kansha in Southern 
Tibet. Three rise in the Alps, 
four each in North America and 
Africa, six in South America, no 
less than ten in Asia and one 
each in Turkey, Russia and 
Palmer Land. These are not the 
greatest mountains nor the 
hardest mountains nor the most 
beautiful mountains - though all 
are certainly photogenic - and 
their apparently quite arbitrary 
selection is governed, I'd guess, 
entirely by the quality of 
photographs in the author's 
collection gathered over thirty 
years. He has visited them all 
and has actually climbed 
several. In world terms there 
are glaring omissions - New 
Zealand, for example; Mount 
Kenya and Alaska - but no one 
will deny that it's an intriguing 
list. 

But who is this Leo Le Bon? 
Originally a travel professional 
in San Francisco who happened 
to climb, he started Mountain 
Travel Inc. in 1967 together with 
two famous mountaineering 
friends. It was America's first 
adventure travel operator and 
from low-key beginnings the 
firm is now highly successful 
and probably the world leader in 
its field . As corporate President 
of such a firm, Le Bo n's job 
allows travel - indeed often 
necessitates it - to mountain and 
wilderness regions the world 
over, with remoteness no 
problem. He is thus that unique 
man - a professional 'Mountain 
Quester' as he describes 
himself, while adding that this is 
a way of life. Or as some might 
say, 'He's sure been around!' 
Essentially this is a book of 
photographs despite some 
40,000 accompanying words. 
Though the text is often 
superficial and sometimes even 
banal, there is a sprinkling of 
gems, some interesting history, 
several fascinating insights and 
many personal anecdotes - and 
here Mr. Le Bon is at his best. 
His firm maintains a first class 
mountain library and he's 
unearthed several good stories. 
One delightful tale explains why 
God chose Mount Sinai for his 
summit meeting with Moses. 
Another tells how, in the First 
World War, Italian troops 

45 



BOOKS (cont.) 

dragged a huge hand-cranked 
spotlight to the summit of the 
Cima Grande to illuminate a 
surprise offensive . The 
bibliography is good but 
surprisingly the other major 
appendix is a detailed 
equipment list(!) rather than the 
practical geographical and travel 
facts I'd anticipated . Do I 
discern the publisher's hand 
behind this easily added 
reference token? Despite the 
library the research has been 
inconsistent and sometimes 
muddled. For instance John 
Ball , was not a Sir. Crowley did 
not lead the 1902 K2 Expedition -
Eckenstein did. Mummery did 
not make the first solo ascent of 
the Grepon in 1892 - he made 
the first ascent the previous year 
with Burgener and Venetz, 
returning in '92 to make the first 
guideless traverse with Collie, 
Hastings and Pasteur. The so
called Golden Age extended 
from 1854 to 1865, ending with 
the ascent of the Matterhorn -
and did not last from 1860 to 
1890 as Le Bon suggests. And 
Kongur - not Minkya Konka - is 
the highest summit in China 
proper, not counting Tibet. 

Unfortunately he has also 
rendered meaningless a famous 
epigram by ripping it from its 
context: 'The Grepon . An 
inaccessible peak - The most 
difficult climb in the Alps - An 
easy day for a lady.' refers to 
the three stages through which 
all mountains are doomed to 
pass, but Le Bon fails to explain 
this while attributing the quote 
to Mummery. Though used as a 
chapter heading in Mummery's 
book My Climbs in the Alps and 
Caucasus, it was actually coined 
by Sir Leslie Stephen . While 
discussing the foundation of the 
various alpine clubs no mention 
is made of the very first, The 
Alpine Club, in 1857. 

Proof reading too has been 
poor. For instance, we are told 
that the Atlas holds no 
permanent snow, then told three 
pages later, correctly, that it 
does. On page 183, line 8, the 
author must mean that Tibet 
was closed, for by World War 
Two Nepal had already been .• 
forbidden territory for over a 
century. Three lines later Kamet 
was not just scouted, it was 
climbed - a major achievement 
of the period. And Garhwal has 
been misspelled throughout. 
The illustrations themselves, 

175 of them, all in colour and 
many used full page or as 
double spreads, are typically 
very good . Though no 
professional, Le Bon is an 
accomplished photogr.apher and 
he's obviously applied himself 
diligently to the art (or craft?) in 
the years since he and I hiked 
together round the Cordillera 
Huayhuash. He displays here a 
good eye for both composition 
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and mood besides technical 
expertise with the long and very 
long lenses which account for 
many of the more imposing 
pictures, though I'd like to see a 
spicing of wider angle material 
to add context. 

I was fascinated by the aerial 
picture of Half Dome shot from 
immediately above - what an 
incredibly bizarre rock it is! -
and that of the Matterhorn East 
Face which seems likely to 
discourage many aspirants from 
the Horn Ii Ridge. I admired fine 
landscapes of the Cordillera 
Paine over the Rio Grey and the 
Aiguille Blanche and Brenva 
Glacier seen from le Pre de 
Pascal above Entreves .. . both 
probably accessed by 
mechanical transport but none 
the worse for that. By contrast 
the moody picture of K2 from 
the north - the Chinese side - is 
very tempting and must have 
involved several days of rugged 
travel. 

We know that a good 
photograph is worth a thousand 
words, but add a fifty word 
caption and it may well be worth 
two thousand . Unfortunately 
the scanty captions in this book 
tell us little more about the 
pictures than the names of the 
peaks. Most readers will wish to 
relate the text to the 
illustrations. Two pictures on 
page 93 are uncaptioned while 
the impressive spread across 
pages 184/185 - of two savage 
summits probably shot from 
Gaumukh on a 500mm lens - is 
not of Bhagirathi I as stated but 
only of B.II and B.II1. The 
picture on page 154 puzzles me, 
it's captioned 'Hawk, Sia Kangri 
and Broad Peak, Siachen 
Glacier' - which is hardly 
possible . I'd suggest a more 
accurate caption might be 'Pts. 
6812, 6924 and Broad Peak from 
the Upper Godwin-Austen 
Glacier.' Add a wrong caption 
and a picture is worth nothing! 
This could have been an 

excellent book - even a useful 
book - and it's certainly an 
inspiring folio of photographs, 
but it has been marred by small 
mistakes, careless proof reading, 
a lack of appropriate appendices 
and an absence of meaningful 
captions: An opportunity 
missed for a unique book. I still 
can 't fathom its raison d 'etre. 
But I can't help liking it for all 
that. 
John Cleare 

LETTERS 

Cornish Scars 
from Pat Littlejohn 

Sir, 
In his 'imaginative' epistle in 

Mountain 131, Rowland Edwards 
states that a route of mine, 
Burning Gold, was the 'main 
inspiration' for his subsequent 
bolting and drilling activities on 
Cornish granite . This is a 
perverse and cowardly assertion 
and I object to being associated 
in any way with the rancorous 
mess the Edwards have created 
for themselves in Cornwall. 

Burning Gold was an on-sight, 
free ascent of an old aid route 
named Scimitar, which was 
referred to in Bob Mou Ito n's 
Chair Ladder guide but with no 
first ascent details. We may 
never know who placed the 
bolts; not that it matters except 
to people desperate to find a 
scapegoat for their own follies. 
When Chris King and I climbed 
the route in 1978 there was a 
frail, rusted bolt on the first pitch 
and two sounder ones at the 
belay. These were mentioned in 
the original description and in 
Pete O'Sullivan's 1984 
guidebook. We had no hammer 
or pegs with us (let alone bolts) 
and therefore didn't add to or 
alter this fixed gear in any way . 
All the routes Chris and I did in 
Cornwall in that period - Burning 
Gold, Evil Eye, Cain, The Leer 
and Black Sapper- were climbed 
'ground up' with a nut rack. 
The origin of the fourth bolt on 

Burning Gold is not some guilty 
secret between myself and past 
guidebook writers. The bizarre 
truth is that Rowland placed it 
himself, and told me so last 
Easter in the presence of Eddie 
Cooper. I accepted then that his 
motives for placing the bolt 
were 'public spirited' (the old 
one probably having rusted 
away) and never imagined that it 
would be used as a basis for 
insinuations against myself. 
Other interesting claims in 

Rowland's letter include the ' 20 
bolts in 50,000ft.' and, 'except 
for the Red Rose bolts, none are 
in traditional areas' . Obviously 
Rowland doesn 't regard drilled 
pegs as bolts, or Chair Ladder to 
be a traditional cliff. The drilled 
peg and bolt side by side in Rats 
in a Rage at Chair Ladder are 
described as a 'peg runner' in 
New Climbs '87. 
If what I have seen in Cornwall 

over the past two years is 
anything to go by, a lot more 
'rock engineering' will come to 
light as the newer routes are 
repeated. This anonymous 
vandal has certainly been busy 
and so crafty - creating really 
useful features like the three
finger jug right of the stance of 
Atlantic Ocean Wall (which 
starts Astrodome) and the 
perfectly round nut slot hidden 
under the overlap of Animated 

Wall. 
With feelings running so high 

in West Penwith it is certainly 
plausible that some misguided 
individual has taken a hammer 
to prominent routes like Red 
Rose. If their aim was to draw 
attention to a sick situation by 
making it worse, then all we can 
hope is that they're more than 
satisfied. It is clear from the last 
Cornwall news item in Mountain 
(a dozen more bolts, glued-up 
holds and god knows what else) 
that the circus goes on, and it's 
also clear that the exquisite 
Cornish cliffs are going to bear 
the scars of these destructive 
activities for a very long time. 
Yours faithfully, 
Pat Littlejohn 
Nant Gwynant 

Cornish Vandalism 
from Terry Gifford 

Sir, 
Rowland Edwards reckons that 

'the scaremongering reporting 
of the overuse of bolts in West 
Penwith ' is a load of Bosch ('we 
didn't have one at that time') . 
Well, now we know that he has, 
and can see that his letter is a 
plea to let him get on with 
putting it to restrained use on 
Cornish rock, I'd like to pause for 
a moment to ask him to consider 
whether he really needs this 
Bosch. One day Cornish rock 
was without drilled holes. 
Today Jersey rock is without 
bolt holes. How should Jersey 
climbers, say, respond to his 
letter7 Or the rest of us who are 
occasional visitors to these 
areas? Where will the Edwards 
argument take us? 

I have just spent part of my trip 
to Jersey helping local climbers 
scrub off red painted route 
names at the bottom of three 
routes on the superb granite of 
the Rouge Nez cliffs . Some local 
climbers are itching to place the 
first bolts in Jersey's rock. A 
half-jokey climbing competition 
was held last autumn on holds 
chipped in the concrete look-out 
tower which appears above the 
Rouge Nez rocks on the cover of 
the guidebook. The tower is, of 
course, now a bolt-protected 
concrete climb, an ironic 
alternative to all that real rock 
just below. 

In wondering where all this will 
lead I was reminded of two 
statements I'd read in the mags 
during 1989. Firstly, there was 
the bolt manufacturer, Tony 
Howard's, willing na·,·vety 
(Letters Mountain 127, ) in 
believing that the climbing 
competitions he sponsors will 
develop a new, separate sport 
that will not affect the rest of us: 
"This new game of Vertical 
Gymnastics will ease the 
pressure on the mountain crags 
for "real " climbers." Does he 
really think that climbers who 
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take part in his competitions will 
never want to practise their bolt
protected Sport Climbing 
without ever placing a new bolt 
for a new route on a mountain 
crag or any other rock at present 
without bolts? Of course, the 
competition sponsor can afford 
to 'escape to the solitude of 
desert mountains to refresh 
myself on virgin rock', leaving 
the rest of us to find relative 
solitude in, say, Jersey or 
Cornwall. 

It was from a young climber 
living in Cornwall that I read the 
second ominous statement of 
1989. Mark Edwards wanted to 
climb 'using the "French 
technique"' in his own area and 
since no suitable route existed at 
Chair Ladder he created one: "I 
thought it justified a small bolt." 
(High No. 74) . And now, I gather 
from Rowland Edwards' letter, 
that when I want to go and do 
Demo Route at Sennen Cove I 
shall see above me the rusting 
remains of Mark Edwards' sadly 
selfish three bolts. Whatever 
subsequent vandalism has been 
perpetrated on that shield of 
much-admired rock cannot 
disguise the fact that Mark 
Edwards apparently felt he had 
the right to drill holes in it to 
make Red Rose. But what if it 
were in a place that, at present, 
not many of us might see? 
'Except for the Red Rose bolts, 
none are in the traditional 
areas.' (What's Chair Ladder?) 
'Most of the others are on 
remote outlying crags.' Do the 
Edwards family own all the 
crags of Cornwall and the right 
to vandalise them? 

My response to rock vandalism 
in Cornwall and Jersey can be 
summed up briefly in two 
points. Firstly, it may be difficult 
for local climbers to accept this, 
but their rock, in whatever 
extremity of the country, 
belongs to all of us, those who 
have already climbed there and 
those still to come. We're all 
watching local developments on 
the national heritage of crags 
with care and concern. 

Secondly, we should resist the 
Europeanisation of unique 
individual crags. I go to an area 
for its distinctive rock qualities 
and its local style and ethics. If 
you want to climb Buoux-style 
go to Buoux, but don't bring 
Buoux to Jersey. At Mal ham or 
Ravenstor it may be too late, so 
if you want to climb French-style 
you go there rather than to 
gritstone. Why should every 
area have to have its own 
Malham? You wouldn't want to 
see the rock of Jersey or 
Cornwall reduced to the 
uniformity of outdoor climbing 
walls, would you? 

Yours sincerely 
Terry Gifford 
Sheffield 

P.S. Since I wrote the above a 
local climber on Jersey has 
placed 10 bolts to create 3 
routes, each of 40 feet . In the 
New Routes book he has made a 
plea that the bolts be left in 
places as these are 'fun sports 
climbs'. Whose fun at whose 
expense? 

Appeal to Rowland 
from Des Hannigan 

Sir, 
As the writer of the 

forthcoming West Penwith 
Guide, I need to correct 
misinformation put forward by 
Rowland Edwards in Mountain 
131. 
Mr. Edwards refers to the 

Guide when musing about his 
bolted routes and others . He 
asks whether or not relevant 
details will be included in the 
new Guide and adds 'for no one 
has ever asked us about the true 
ascents of any of our routes'. 
This is grossly untrue. 

As soon as I accepted the 
commission to revise the West 
Penwith Guide from the 
Climbers Club in 1987, I 
consulted both Rowland and 
Mark Edwards as leading 
activists and sought their advice, 
guidance and information about 
their routes . I knew that they 
had refused to co-operate with 
the Pete O'Sullivan guide but felt 
that common sense and a duty 
to the climbing world would 
prevail; especially since 
Rowland Edwards had told me 
that, in retrospect, his failure to 
co-operate with the O'Sullivan 
guide had been a mistake. 
Over a period of six months I 

wrote four separate letters to 
Rowland and Mark Edwards, 
date-stamped copies of which 
were lodged with Climbers Club 
officials and independent 
persons. I received no written 
acknowledgement or reply from 
the Edwards to any of these 
letters. 

During the same six month 
period I spoke face to face with 
Rowland Edwards on two 
occasions asking if we could get 
together to discuss his and his 
son's routes and the proposed 
guide in general. On both 
occasions and in front of at least 
four very attentive witnesses, 
Mr. Edwards repeated this 
verbatim comment: 
'I am not going to talk to you 

about this guide. This is the 
second time the Climbers Club 
have passed me over.' 
I had one subsequent 

telephone call from Rowland 
Edwards. He confirmed that he 
had received my letters but still 
made no response to my 
requests for co-operation. I 
again asked him if he and his 
son would be willing to supply 
me with accurate route 

information for the guide. He 
said they were not prepared to 
do so, because they were 
promoting an independent West 
Penwith Guide. He also pleaded 
with me to drop the CC Guide 
and join him in producing an 
independent volume. I declined, 
having already accepted the 
Climbers Club brief. 

I have some measure of 
patience but felt that I had done 
everything I could over a period 
of several months to secure the 
Edwards' co-operation. The 
situation created a serious delay 
in starting the Guide since we 
were faced with a frustrating 
and obstructive dilemma. 
All of this took place long 

before climbing in West Penwith 
was plunged into acrid and 
destructive controversy over the 
chipping and bolting of new 
routes. 
(My personal views on certain 

aspects of the Edwards' use of 
the Cornish cliff environment 
have been forcefully publicised. 
I have every right to hold such 
views openly. Their existence 
does not stop me from dealing 
with factual details of anyone's 
rock climbs with strict 
objectivity. I spend my working 
life as a news journalist dealing 
with far bigger controversies 
and find no difficulty in 
reserving judgement for the 
sake of fact.) 

After the chip/bolt controversy 
erupted, I had further face-to
face meetings with the Edwards. 
All were unpleasant and 
hopelessly inconclusive, 
although their final response -
again documented and 
witnessed - was that they were 
'too busy' to become involved 
with a Climbers Club Guide. 

Over a period of a year, 
therefore, I made protracted and 
reasonable efforts to secure the 
Edwards' co-operation with a 
Climbers Club Guide in spite of 
persistent rebuffs. Since then 
neither of the Edwards has 
contacted me concerning the 
guide even though my phone is 
always on the hook and my door 
always open to them, regardless 
of any other factors in our 
relationship. During that time 
the contribution to my research 
for the Guide by dozens of 
climbers, from major figures to 
modest performers, has been 
immense and generous, while 
every single climber who is local 
or has a local connection has 
been enthusiastically co
operative. All of which will 
ensure the very best West 
Penwith Guide that myself and 
my editors can achieve while my 
duty as an analytical writer will 
guarantee that the Edwards' 
routes that are included will 
receive a rigorously objective 
treatment. 

However, common sense and 
an honest duty to the climbing 

world suggests that the 
Edwards, as major contributors 
to new climbing in Penwith, 
should collaborate responsibly 
over the final draft of the Guide. 
As the Guide nears completion 

I am contacting a number of 
people for their final comments 
and have again written to both 
Edwards (February 1990) 
inviting comments from them . 
May I also through your pages 
repeat my invitation to them to 
offer information and comments 
on all of their routes in West 
Penwith and anything else on 
which they wish to advise me. 

I would rather delay further the 
already difficult task of finalising 
the West Penwith Guide in order 
to secure sensible input from 
Rowland and Mark Edwards. In 
turn they have a duty to the 
climbing world, and to West 
Penwith, to respond with good 
sense and honesty. 
Yours faithfully, 
Des Hannigan, 
Pendeen, Cornwall. 

Chipping is Cheating 
from Keith Lockwood 

Sir, 
Years ago Reinhold Messner 

said bolt-happy climbers carried 
their courage in their rucksack. 
Now, some fools are also 
carrying their climbing ability in 
their rucksack, in the form of a 
hammer and chisel. 
It is time people stood up and 

abused rock chippers for what 
they are : cheats. 

The whole concept of climbing 
is that a person tries to climb a 
lump of rock as it stands. It is a 
challenge. But chiselling and 
glueing holds onto that lump of 
rock destroys the inherent 
challenge of climbing. It chops 
the rock down to that person's 
ability in the assumption that: 

(a) the route is unclimbable to 
anyone without cheating; or 

(b) the rock, which might 
otherwise be unclimbable, must 
have a route up it. 

Both suggestions are ludicrous. 
Firstly, it's a foolish person who 
says a route or a mountain 
won't go. Better climbers have 
proved time and time again that 
what was regarded as 
impossible last year is this 
year's trade route . The unsaid 
assumption behind chipping is 
that either the climber has 
reached the limit of human 
ability, or he has reached the 
limit of his own ability and that's 
as hard as that lump of rock is 
going to be allowed to be. In 
other words, a particular climb is 
not allowed to be harder than, 
say, 7b. Why not gouge it out a 
bit more and allow it to be 6b, or 
perhaps another nick here and a 
new jug there, and we have a 
'classic' 5c manufactured for the 
masses. 
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LETTERS (cont.) 

When chalk came in, it was 
regarded as a tool for the elite to 
help them push through the 
barriers . Now, of course, every 
Tom, Dick and Harry uses the 
stuff to push through the 
barriers on Dream of White 
Horses or Coronation Street. 
Exactly the same thing will 
happen with chipping holds and 
manufacturing routes. Who is 
going to tell tomorrow's 
beginner that chipping is just for 
the hot-shots, and they are not 
allowed to chip a jug on the crux 
of Cenotaph Corner or a 
foothold or two on White Slab? 

Second, insisting that a climb 
must go up each and every 
piece of rock is the same as 
Brazil saying : The Amazon 
rainforest exists, therefore it 
must be burnt. Mother Nature 
doesn't stand a chance against 
human ego, greed and 
exploitation . 
Why are chippers cheats? 

Because, like Ben Johnson, they 
load the dice in their favour, 
they destroy the cha I lenge of 
climbing, and they murder the 
impossible. 

Let's keep climbing as a 
challenge of human skill, not as 
a challenge of mechanical 

engineering. 
Yours sincerely, 
Keith Lockwood 
Natimuk, Australia 

P.S. If anyone vandalises our 
cliffs - Mt. Arapiles, the 
Grampians, Mt. Buffalo etc. -
we'll rip their bloody arms off. 
Yours very sincerely, K.L. 

A Free Antarctica? 
from Stephen Meier 

Sir, 
Lord knows very few of us 

climbers want the world's 
mountains turned in garbage 
heaps. I would hope that Doug 
Buchanan, Ian McNaught-Davis 
and John Powell would thrash 
any climber who defiles the 
wilderness of this world. But we 
do not need to regulate climbing 
in order to protect the Antarctic 
Mountains. At most we need to 
regulate waste disposal. 

Restricting a climber, skier etc. 
from visiting a site because of 
what they might do is in effect 
punishment when no crime 
against man or nature has been 
committed . A free society, by 
definition, must leave its 
population room to make 

For . .i.ieen years the Field & 'Trek catalogue has been 
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considered the a/manack of the outdoors and the 1990 edition is no eicception. 

Stunningly reproduced in full colour throughout it draws together the finest 

outdoor equipment available in the world toda;: 

Backed by a wealth of technical and practical information and supported by a 

sales team second to none can you afford not to have a copy? 

Now available at all branches of W H. Smith 
F&T shops at Brentwood & Canterbury 

Write to:- Field & Trek pie, Dept. M3, 3 Wates Way, Brentwood, Essex, CM15 9TB 

or 'phone (0277) 233122, 5 lines - 24hrs. 

Please send me a copy ri the 1990 catalogue. I enclose a cheque for £1. 95 or debit my 
~ Card. (Refunded on first order over £25.00) 

~'fype&No .... ................................................. ........................ . 

Customer No ...................................................................................................... . 

~ 

Antarctica Debate 
Continues 

mistakes. Retribution should be 
reserved only for those 
individuals who have done 
grievous harm to the world. If 
the potential problem is garbage 
disposal or other environmental 
damage then we might need a 
set of guidelines telling us what 
is unacceptable behaviour and 
what the punishment is for 
violating the guidelines. If a 
climber leaves a heap of 
garbage on a mountain he 
should be jailed, fined or 
restricted from visiting the 
wilderness because he littered, 
not because he trespassed. 
The American Alpine Club's 

Antarctic Proposal is just 
another attempt on their part to 
monopolize the sport of 
climbing in the U.S. Their 
previous efforts have been 
attacks on competing U.S. 
climbing teams; their attempt to 
control who from the U.S. can 
climb in Nepal (you have to have 
AAC endorsement) . And now 
the AAC wants to turn the 
Antarctic into a private park 
where only they and their 
chosen guests will be allowed to 
venture. 
Mr. Powell warns us that the 

Nation Science Foundation is 

trying to stop us from visiting 
Antarctica. At least if the NFS 
stops me from climbing I will be 
able to petition my government 
to cut off their funding . But if 
the AAC stops me from climbing 
what recourse will I have? 

I agree with Mr. Powell, that 
maybe the AAC Antarctic 
proposal is a place to start a 
discussion. If so, Proposal 6, 
"which calls for the AAC to 
define Responsible Parties and 
provide endorsements to the US 
government " , is entirely 
unacceptable as it would give a 
non-government organization 
the power to punish those U.S. 
climbers who choose not to 
belong to or support their 
organization. 

One last note on this travesty. 
After losing considerable face, 
the American Alpine Club has 
taken a stance against 
mandatory climbing registration 
in the U.S. But they still want to 
impose it on the rest of the 
world . It makes me, an 
American, want to scream 
"Yankee Go Home!" 

Sincerely Yours, 
Stephen F. Meier 
Santa Cruz, California 





D1 6.000 m 
in feel & metres 
- Altitude 
- Pressure 
- Sea level pressure 

ALTIMETERS 
BY PRETEL 

Nl 10.000 m 
-ALTITUDE 

-HEIGHT GAIN OR LOSS 
-TEA1PERATURE 

-PRESSURE 
- SEA LEVEL PRESSURE 

-BAROMETRIC TREND 
excellence in altitude measurem 

S1 10.000 m 
all NI functions + 
- Total ascent 

· - Total descent 
- Speed of climb 
- Speed of descent 

Vl 
- Altitude 
- Height gain or loss 
- Vertical speed 
- Alternate display 

altitude/vertical speed 
- Maximum altitude reached 
- Modulated sound 
- Battery test 
- Sea level pressure 
- Barometric trend 

V3 
- Vertical speed 
- Double qisplay 
- Sound 
- Gain in altitude 
- Maximum gain 

in altitude achieved 
- Sound alarm 
- Sound and battery tests 
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Rock • London, Strand - Alpine Sports • Manchester - Cotswold Camping • Manchester - Blacks • M ilton Keynes - Outdoor Shop • Nottingham 
- Roger Turner • Rayleigh - Mountain Pursuits • Reading - Cotswold Camping • Sheffield - CCC • Shrewsbury - High Sports*.• Available to order only. 
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AROVA-MAMMUT, a Swiss company 

with over 125 years experience in rope

making offers a range of very special 

products to meet the requirements of 

climbers worldwide. 

Climbing Ropes: The rope provides 

the physical link between climbers and 

is life-saving in the event of a fall. It must 

be able to withstand severe forces wi

thout causing injury to the climber, be 

relatively static under body weight and, 

from speaking with climbers, be so for 

many years! The special qualities of 

MAMMUT ropes begin with an exclusi

ve yarn that is 30% more energy absor

bent than standard climbing rope yarns. 

This enables a MAMMUT rope to hold 

more UIAA falls than a rope of similar 

weight made from standard yarn. 

Abrasion resistant twines, are tightly 

braided in an optimum configuration 

about the core, to give a compact al)d 

tough, state-of-the-art sheath. This gi

ves a MAMMUT rope its distinctive, firm 

yet supple texture. Super-Ory ropes from 

MAMMUT are impregnated throughout 

the core and sheath to make them 

water repel/ant. 

Climbing Harnesses: The best clim

bing rope is of lit.tie comfort if, in the 

event of a hard fall, the impact force is 

not transferred to the climber via a well

designed harness. MAMMUT harnes

ses are constructed from MAMMUT's 

unique webbing, which is made from the 

finest high strength, abrasion and UV

resistant 100% Nylon yarn. The compu

terised stitching process used in harness 

manufacture ensures that all load-bea

ring joints are identical in strength. All 

buckles used in MAMMUT harnesses 

are especially designed to match the 

appropriate webbings. MAMMUT 
Climbing Harnesses fulfill the DIN 

Norm 7947 and the UIAA standard. 

Swiss quality: The MAMMUT Logo 

stands for Swiss Duality products, ma

nufactured using the latest technology, 

strict standards and constant quality 

control by qualified personnel. It is your 

guarantee of the best climbing ropes, 

slings and harnesses on the market. -
Peak Security and Peak Performance 
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G BAGS 
Renowned for commitment to research and development 

Mountain Equipment have designed a sleeping bag to keep heat in and cold 
out more effectively using the patented Body Hugging System 

CONVENTIONAL 
SLErnNG BAG 

CONVENTIONAL SLEEPING BAGS 
Approximately 40% larger inside than body circumference causing 

heat loss through air movement. 

THE UNIQUE BODY HUGGING SYSTEM 
New Down sleeping bags have incorporated a system 

of light elastication greatly reducing air movement and 
heat loss also increasing the loft. 

Mountain Equipment Sleeping bags come with 
stuff sack and multi-purpose storage bag as shown. 

These revolutionary sleeping bags set new 
standards of lightness, warmth and comfort. 

See them at your local stockists. 

MOUNTAIN EQlTTPMENT 
CLOTHING · SLEEPING BAGS · FOOTWEAR 

BOOY HUGGING SYSTEM 

@ 

ii] 

For your list of stockists and prices write to : Mountain Equipment Ltd., FREEPOST, M 7 
Leech Street, Stalybridge, Cheshire SK15 1YD. or telephone: 04574 60067. 

SHIMSHAL into remote upper HUNZA 
K2 The Chinese side 

ELBRUS climbing the highest in Europe 
MERA including crossing the MINGBO LA 
'Probably the finest trekking in the world.' 

$ LATOK&K2 
Doug Scott's Latok Expedition Support Trek 
May 26th-June 30th, 1990 

FOR YOUR FREE 1990 GUIDE TO ADVENTURE 
KARAKORAM EXPERIENCE 

TREKKERS LODGE 
32 LAKE ROAD 

KESWICK 
CUMBRIA CA 12 SDQ 

Tel. (07687) 73966/72267 
Fax. (07687) 71121 

... 



High grade climbing requires 

high grade equipment. Cyclops 

is just that ... a rucsac system 

designed for performance and 

reliability . 

Performance comes from 

the combination of the high 

strength aluminium frame 

allied to the Top Tension 

Straps \Nhich allo\Ns the load 

to be transferred from shoul-

ders to hips. This enables heavy 

loads to be carried over rough 

terrain in comfort, and also 

provides the stability \Nhich is 

crucial \Nhen making hard 

moves on a climb . 

Reliability is assured by the 

use of the finest materials 

available. The base is of double 

thickness and the hip harness 

fabric passes right through 

the back in one piece ... and, 

of course, the Berghaus label 

guarantees the highest qual

ity of manufacture. 

For your next venture at the 

Sharp End - Take Cyclops . 

Berghaus Ltd., P .O. Box 1XF, 
Ne\Ncastle upon Tyne NE99 1 XF. 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mounta ineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment. 

AUSTRALIA 
A.C.T.: Braddon 
Mountain Designs, 
7 Lonsdale Street, 2601. 
Tel. (062) 267.488 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St., 
Braddon, 2601. 
Tel. (06) 257 3883 (C) (S ) 

N.S.W.: Jindabyne 
Paddy Pallin 
Kosciusko R., 2627 
Tel. (064) 56 2922 (S) (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
527 Kingsway, 2228. 
Tel. (02) 525.6B29 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Kathmandu Pty Ltd. -
Town Hall Arcade 
Cnr. Kent & Bathurst Sts. 
Tel. (02) 261 8901 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
494 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 267.8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd ., 
291 Sussex Street. 
Tel. 02 .264.3146/02.267.3639 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty Ltd. 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264 2685 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment), 
327 Sussex St., 2000. 
Tel. (02) 264.2095 

Oueen~and:Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker, 
138 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006. 
Tel. (07) 252 4408 

Oueen~and:Brisbane 
Mountain Designs 
99 Albert Street, 4000. 
Tel. (07) 211.6756 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Mountain Designs 
185 Pulteney Street, 5000. 
Tel. (08) 232.0690 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pallin 
228 Rundle St., 5000 
Tel. (08) 232 3155 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin Pty Ltd., 
76 Elizabeth St., 7000. 
Tel. (002) 310 777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin , 
59 Brisbane St., 7250. 
Tel. (003) 31 4240 (C) (S) 

Victoria : Box Hill 
Paddy Pallin 
8 Market St. , 3128 
Tel. (03) 898.8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
401 Riversdale Rd. , 3123 
Tel. (03) 882.7229 
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Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports 
360 Lonsdale Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 670.1177 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu Pty Ltd. 
78 Hardware St. 
Tel. (03) 642 1942 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Mountain Designs 
377 Little Bourke Street, 3000. 
Tel. (03) 67 .8238 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty Ltd. 
360 Little Bourke St., 3000. 
Tel. (03) 670 4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia: Perth 
Mountain Designs 
862 Hay St., 6000. 
Tel. (09) 322 4774 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
Shop 1, 891 Hay St., 6000 
Tel. (09) 321 2666 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Bivouac 
5 Fort Street 
Tel. (09) 366.1966 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Christchurch 
235 High Street (Head Office). 
Tel. 667.148/661.048 
Fax (64 3) 665375 
8 Stores Nationwide 

Christchurch 
Bivouac 
Cnr. Cashel St & Oxford Terrace 
Tel. (03) 663.197 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd . 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall. 
Tel. 0064.03.666.211 (C) (M) 

Wellington 
Bivouac 
16 The Terrace 
Kelvin Chambers 
Tel . (04) 732.587 

BELGIUM 
Leuven - Hasselt 
Kariboe 
Naamse Steenweg 86, B-3030 
Tel. 32/16 - 23.07. 72 
Fax. 32/16 - 20.54.46 

CANADA 
Alberta : Calgary 
The Hostel Shop, 
1414 Kensington Rd., N.W. 
Tel. 403.283.8311 (C) (M) (S) 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
1009 4th Avenue . S.W. T2P 0KB 
Tel. 403.269.2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
428 West 8th Ave. , V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604.872.8247 

Ontario : Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
35 Front Street East, M4E 1 B3 
Tel . (416) 363.0122 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee, 
2159 Est Rue Ste Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524.1106 

GERMANY 
Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck, 
Send linger Str.85, 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel . (089) 21 66-1 
Telex . 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Grade VI Alpine Equipment 

& Services 
1st Floor, 
13 Saigon Street, 
Yaumatei, Kowloon. 
Tel. 7820200 

7820202 
Fax. 852 7823661 
Telex . 71947 HYBME HX 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre, 

1 /F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St., 
Mongkok, Kowloon . 
Tel. 3-848190 
Telefax. 852-3-7707110 

Mountain Services lnt'l , 
Head Office (Export & lmp~rt) , 
102, 1/F, 
32-34 Morrison Hill Rd ., 
Wanchai . 
Tel. 5-733313 
Telex. 65205 MTSEV HX 
Fax. 5-8380894 

Mountain Services lnt'I Ltd ., 
Retail Shop, 
M/F., 56 Morrison Hill Road, 
Wanchai, Hong Kong. 
Tel. 5-733329 

ITALY 
Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport 
Val Masino 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

NETHERLANDS 
Amsterdam 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Marnixstraat2, 1015XH. 
Tel. 020-24.36.52 

Den Haag 
Bever Zwerfsport, 
Erdman Schmidt, 
Calandplein 4, 2521 AB. 
Tel. 070-3883700 
Fax. 070-3800881 
Telex . 33524 BEVER NL 

Maastricht 
Demmenie Sport BV 
Heugemerweg 4, 6221 GJ . 
Tel. 043-21 .71.48 

SPAIN 
Madrid 
Amadablam 
Comandante Zorita , 13 
28020 
Tel. 91.253.05.31 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall , 
186 George St. 
(C)(M)(S) 
Tel. 0224.636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road . 
Tel. 061 .928.6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies, 
Climbers Shop, 
Compston Corner. 
Tel. 05394.32297 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd. 
9/10 Grampian Road, 
PH22 1RH 
Tel. 0479.810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. Aviemore 629 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports, 
The Outdoor Centre, 
70 High Street. 
Tel. 0232.38572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232.248877 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop, 
18/19 Snowhill Oueensway, 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports, 
14-16 Priory House, 
Oueensway 4. 
Tel. 021 .236.8280 

Blackburn 
A.B.C. Gear Ltd. , 
7 New Market Street, 
Tel. 0254.663235 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre, 
193 Church Street. 
Tel. 0253.24307 

Bolton 
Alpine Sports 
117 Bradshawgate (S) 
Tel. 0204-25087 

Bolton 
Haute Montagne Ltd . 
10 Manor Street 
Tel. 0204.386251 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports, 
4 Jacob Street, 
Manchester Rd. , 5. 
Tel. 0274.728674 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd. , BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1 /2 Regents Street (corner of 
Church Street) , BN1 1 UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M ) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road. 
Tel. 0272.741157 

Bristol 
The Mountain Trading Co. Ltd . 
5 Wel sh Back, BS1 4SP 
Tel. 0272.211577 

Bristol 
Taunton Leisure 
72 Bedminster Parade, BS3 4HL 
Tel. 0272.637640 



Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street. 
Tel. 0282.36816 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Rd. , CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223-356207 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown, 
The Climbing Shop, 
Tel. 06904.205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham, 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel . 06904.232 

Carlisle 
Dennis English 
141 Lowther Street 
Tel. 0228 30239 

Cheltenham 
Backpacker Systems 
44 Winchcombe St. 
(Opp. The Odeon), GL52 2ND 
Tel. 0242.42200 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham, 
7 Northgate Street. 
Tel. 0244.318311 

Chesterfield 
Wilderness Ways 
26/28 Park Rd., S40 1 XZ. 
Tel. 0246.201437 

Cirencester 
Cotswold Camping 
Broadway Lane, South Cerney 
Glos, GL7 5UO 
Tel. 0285 860612 
Fax. 0285 860483 

Darlington 
Wild Trak, 
155 Northgate. 
Tel. 0325.286.917 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd ., 
85/89 King Street, DE1 3EE (S) 
Tel. 0332.365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski & Climb 
47 Queen St., DE1 3DE 
Tel. 0332.295100 

Doncaster 
DMC Mountain Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Road. (S) 
Tel. 0302.341756 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd., 
21 Commercial Street . (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382.24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevi sport 
Unit 13, 
Waverley Market 
EH1 1 BO (M) (S) 
Tel. 031.557.0923 

Elgin 
Keith Johnson Outdoor Sports, 
61 High Street. 
Tel. 0343.49064 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd 
High Street 
PH33 6EJ (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397.4921 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports, 
99 Great Western Road . 
Tel. 041 .332.5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041.332.4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain 
Mountain Equipments Own Shop 
Howard Town Lane 
(off Victoria St) , SK13 8HT 
Mail Order Tel. 04574 60067 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp. , 
72 High St. West. 
Tel. 045.74.4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports, 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. Grantown 246 

Harrogate 
Wilderness Ways 
71 Station Parade, HG1 1ST 
Tel . 0423-62874 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road, S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433.51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports, 
9/11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG. 
Tel. 0463.238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World , 
28 Lake Rd . 
Tel. 0596.73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson, 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road . 
Tel. 0524.66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
57/59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel . 0532 452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate. 
Tel. 0532.444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner, Mountain Sports, 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533.551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1. (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 .709.6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street. 
Tel. 0286.870.327 

London 
Alpine Sports 
215 Kensington High Street, W8 
Tel. 01.938.1911 

London 
Alpine Sports 
456-458 The Strand, WC2 
Tel. 01 .839.5161 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain 

Sports Ltd. 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden, WC2E 7HE 
Tel . 01.240.9577/8 (C) (M) (S) 

London 
Cotswold Camping 
42/44 Uxbridge Rd. 
Shepherds Bush, 
W12 8ND 
Tel. 01 743 2976 
Fax. 01 740 1490 

London 
The Rock Barn 
20 Camden High St, NW1 2SD 
Tel. 01 .380.0116 

London 
Pindisports 
14-18 Holborn, 
EC1M 2LJ 
Tel. 01 .242.3278 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
150 Holborn, 
(Corner Grays Inn Road), E1 
Tel . 01 .831 .6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
188 Kensington High St, W8 7RG 
Tel. 01 .937.0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Alpine Sports 
12-14StMary'sGate,M11PX 
Tel. 061 .832.5956 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham, 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4. 
Tel. 061.834.0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Cotswold Camping 
6 Oxford Rd ., M1 50A 
Tel. 0612364123 
Fax. 061 236 5851 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac 
56 North Parade 
Tel . 0629 3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways, 
100 Newport Rd. 
Tel. 0642.248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop, 
572 Silbury Boulevard, 
Central, MK9 3AF. (C) (M) 
Tel: 0908.663311 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre, 
34 Dean Street. (C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wild Trak, 
60-62 St Andrew's St., NE1 5SF. 
Tel . 091 .2618.582 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways, 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings, 
NE11RF. 
Tel . 0632.24941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd ., 
13-17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner, 
Mountain Sports, 
120 Derby Road. (S) (C) 
Tel. 0602.417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite, 
Rhodes Bank, Oldham OL 1 1TA. 
Tel. 061.620.3900 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure, 
29 Lincoln Road, PE1 2RH . 
Tel . 0733.41381 

Plymouth 
Mountain Action 
50 Faraday Mill , 
Prince Rock, PL4 OST 
Tel. 0752.226923 

Plymouth 
The Wide Blue Yonder 
107 North Hill, PL4 8JX 
Tel. 0752 227264 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd. , 
40-41 Lune St. Tel. 0772.21903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre, 
99 Caversham Road . 
Tel . 0734.55589 

Reading " 
Cotswold Camping 
213 London Rd., RG1 3NY 
Tel . 0734 68881 
Fax. 0734 351122 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd ., 
41 Bell Street, RH2 7AB. 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Ellis Brigham Mtn . Sports Ltd , 
149 Fitzwilliam St., S1 4JP 
Tel. 0742.727525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd . 
343 London Rd . Tel. 0742 556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre, 
Coach Street. Tel. 0756.4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping, 
118 High Street, SG1 3DW 
Tel. 0438.353086. (C) (M) 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate. 
Tel . 061.480.3660 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
14 High Street, 
Milton Keynes, MK11 1AF. 
Tel. 0908 568913 (C) (M) 

Swansea 
Taunton Leisure 
206 High St., SA 1 1 PE. 
Tel. 0792.476515 

Taunton 
Taunton Leisure 
40 East Reach, TA 1 3ES. 
Tel. 0823.331875 

Walsall 
White Mountain 
31 Stafford Street. 
Tel . 0922.722422 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel . 09406.229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street. 
Tel. 0902.773395 (M) (S) 

Yeovil 
Leisure Country 
125 Middle St. 
Tel. 0935.32395 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd. , 
9 Colliergate. 
Tel. 0904.39567 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Vesteraa 26, 9000. 
Tel. 9813 87 33. 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Banegaardsgade 16 
Tel. 8613 3613 

Copenhagert 
Rainbow Mountain. Eqpt. , 
Kompagnistraede 16, 
DK-1208, K. 
Tel. 33 32 00 82 
Fax. 31861606 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
N r. Fa rmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. 3312 55 22 
Fax. 42 52 77 10 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) , 
Hovedgaden 57 , 2800. 
Tel. 42 87 04 67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop), 
Kongensgade 55, 5000 C. 
Tel.66112418 

55 



NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001 . 
Tel. 05.31.1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 

Equipment, 
N 3560 Hemsedal. 
Tel. 067.78i77 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02.46.90.75 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm 
Basecamp 
Fleminggatan 34, 112 32 
Tel. (046) 08.516199 
Fax (046) 08.511688 

UNITED STATES 
Arizona: Tempe 
North Face, 
232 W. Southern Ave., 85282. 
Tel. 602.967.1669 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
3049 Adeline, 94703. 
Tel. 415.849.0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face, 
2804 Telegraph Ave., 94705. 
Tel. 415.548.1371 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet, 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 
91011 
Tel. 213.790.2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face, 
383 University Ave., 94301. 
Tel. 415.327.1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernardino 
Sports Country Ltd., 
222 North G Street, Suite B, 
92401. 
Tel. 714.825.2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc., 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road, 
92120. 
Tel. 714.283.2374. 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering, 
173 South Washington, 95370. 
Tel. 209.532.5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer, 
1329 Broadway, 80302. 
Tel. 303.442.8355 
(C)(M)(S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
North Face, 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303. 
Tel. 303.499.1731 

Colorado: Broomfield 
Lowe Alpine Systems, 
P.O. Box 1449, 
620 Compton, 80020. 

Colorado: Colorado Springs 
North Face, 
1776 W. Uintah, 80904. 
Tel. 303.634.5279 

Colorado: Denver 
North Face, 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd., 
80222. 
Tel. 303.758.6366 
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N.H.: lntervale 
Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc., 
RT.16, Box 206, 
03845. 
Tel. 603.356.3042 

N.H.: North Conway 
International Mountain 

Equipment, 
Main Street, 
03860. 
Tel. 603.356.5287 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters, 
21 Park Place, 
10007. 
Tel. 212.227.1760 (C) (M) 

Utah: Moab 
Rim Cyclery, 
94 West 100 North, 
84532. 
Tel. 801.259.5333 

Vermont: Shelburne 
Climb High 
1861 Shelburne Rd., 
05482. 
Tel. 802.985.5055 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works, 
827 Bellevue Way N.E., 
98004. 
Tel. 206.453.1515 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 
98122. 
Tel. 206.323.8333 (C) (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest, 
3320 Meridian Ave., N., 
98103. 
Tel. 206.633.0408 (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face, 
1023 1st Ave., 98104. 
Tel. 206.622.4111 

Washington: Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply, 
3730 South Pine, 98409. 
Tel. 206.472.4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wisconsin: Madison 
Erewhon Mountain Supply, 
State and Gorham, 53703. 
Tel. 608.251.9059 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering, 
Main Square, 
(P.O. Box 1533), 83001. 
Tel. 307.733.3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering, 
211 Second Street, 82070 
Tel. 307.742.3191 (S) (C) 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Venezuela 
Montana Adventure 
Apartado 645, Merida 
Tel. (74) 631 .740 
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