


In extreme places, Asolo. 

For your free copy of the '90 Asolo Catalogue write to: ASOLO Spa c/o First 
Ascent, UK Distributor and Agent, Lime Tree Business Park, Matlock, DE4 3EJ. 

' f 

\ 
i 

\ 

Beneath an overhang or in an ice

choked chimney during a first win

ter ascent. A Grade VI pitch plaste

red with verglas. An irreversible 

route - and the weather is turning 

bad. 

In such extreme situations the first 

rule is, Asolo boots. 

Christophe Profit wears Asolo. 

The Asolo AFS® Superlite is specifi

ca lly designed for extremely difficult 

and technical routes. It is built 

around the patented Asoframe®; 

midsole, heel-counter and toe-box 

integrated into a single unit of injec

ted moulded nylon. The super-light 

carbon fibre reinforced shank pro

vides the maximum rigidity needed 

for efficient frontpoint penetration in 

hard ice. It supports an integral Vi-

1 bram sole and rand unit, making the 

i boot very precise for rock-climbing. 

The Asotherm EVA closed cell foam 

innerboot's glove-like fit assures fine 

sensitivity without compromising 

warmth and comfort. A shock absor

ber is built into the heel. 

' The AFS® Superlite is just one of the 

Asolo models in their Mountaineer

ing range. Mountaineering is just 

one of the four lines developed by 

Asolo for mountain adventure; from 

the first step off the pavement to the 

hardest walls in the world. 

The first rule. 11 
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Advertisement 

Berghaus launch next to the skin comfort. 
The new ACTIVE COMFORT LAYER (ACL) from Berghaus, claims to reduce 
to acceptable levels the clamminess and chilling effect of perspiration 
drying on the skin. 

How often when you are active in the 
outdoors have you felt the clammy 
sensation and chilling coldness of 
perspiration drying on the skin? This is 
especially evident when we stop an activity 
or the temperature drops, for example when 
stopped after walking up hill. 
Bergh a us say that these effects of exertion 
lead to uncomfortable feelings and often 
user dissatisfaction of performance 
clothing. Even when wearing a waterproof 
and breathable garment, you will still feel 
damp, cold and uncomfortable, if the 
clothing next to the skin is not capable of 
removing moisture from the skin surface 
and keeping you dry. 
ACL has been developed to control these 
effects and improve comfort in active 
outdoor situations. 
There are many underwear garments which 
are made from fabrics which will draw 
moisture away from the skin. Many have 
drawbacks in their use, for example the 
retention of unpleasant body odours, or are 
constructed from hollow fibres which then 
compress and stop working. 
ACL has none of these problems. 

HOW IT WORKS 
The Polarsystem™ fabric from Malden, used 
in ACL is made from a 100% polyester fibre, 
which is naturally hydrophobic, water 
hating. A chemical treatment ,is added, 
which is etched into the fibre surface for 
permanent performance. This treatment 
enables the fibre surface to be hydrophilic, 
water loving and therefore becomes very 
effective at drawing moisture. 
The resultant action of these two opposing 
forces produces a fibre which is very 
efficient at wicking the moisture along the 
fibre surface, away from the body, to drier 
areas, where it dissipates and drys through 
evaporation. By keeping dry, you also keep . 
warm. 

Polyester also has the comfortable feel of a 
natural fibre without any of the drawbacks. 

t6~:io~~btc, water hating ----::--11' .. 

Skin---

BODY OILS SIMPLY WASH AWAY 

Persp11at1on is wicked 
alongl1bresurface 
tromwettodryareas 
loreas1erevaporation 

The antimicrobial chemical discourages 
bacterial growth and therefore will not retain 
body oils after washing. ACL can be washed 
in low temperature conditions which is 
especially important on expedition or when 
camping. 

PROVEN PERFORMANCE 
ACL has been been under test for a number 
of years by Berghaus, including independent 
testing through KLETS the outdoor equip
ment testing establishment. 
Overall, the test results have proved that ACL 
out performed a 11 other next to the skin 
garments, throughout a variety of different 
criteria. 
Two recent user tests have proved the 
products performance. Alan Hinkes, high 
altitude mountaineer and Hugh Symonds, 
record breaking mountain runner, have both 
utilised ACL on recent personal triumphs. 

Alan, after his successful ascent of two 
8000m peaks, Cho Oyu and Shisha 
Pangma, in less than two weeks said, "The 

correct type of clothing is important for the 
hills, even more so in the Himalaya. A dry 
next to the skin layer is essential for 
warmth and comfort, especially on 
expeditions where it is in constant use. 
I lived in AGL for most of my recent 
expedition and it surpassed my expect
ations for this type of clothing. I am now 
using AGL constantly in all outdoor 
activities". 

Hugh Symonds, who recently finished his 
record breaking run over every 3000ft. peak 
in Great Britain and Ireland said, "AGL was 
an essential part of my clothing. It was 
extremely comfortable and soft, keeping me 
dry throughout strenuous activity. The 
comfort and quick drying nature of AGL was 
fundamental in providing important psycho
logical benefits whilst running in the 
mountains". 

FOR ANY OUTDOOR ACTIVITY 
ACL is ideal for any outdoor activity in any 
season. It has been developed as the 
"essential" clothing layer and each of the 
garments have been styled without the 
typical "underwear" appearance found in 
similar garments. ACL is also resistant to the 
"velcro" effect of sticking together with 
other clothing layers and makes an ideal 
first layer of a multi-layer clothing system. 

THE BENEFITS OF LAYERING 
ACL is a natural development in clothing for 
Berghaus, complementing their existing 
performance clothing ranges. The company 
can now offer the three important clothing 
layers for the outdoors. 
A RAINBOW symbol is being used to 
represent these layers and the essential 
benefit of their use in providing COMFORT, 
WARMTH and PROTECTION . ACL forms the 
essential COMFORT layer. 
ACL will be available in all good specialist 
outdoor retailers from the Autumn. Advice 
and guidance on the use of ACL and the 
layering of clothing in all outdoor activities 
is available from Berghaus. 

Polarsystemt.lt is a Trade Mark of Malden Mills Industries Inc. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: BERGHAUS LIMITED, 34 DEAN STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NEl lPG. 



Europe 
ALP 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele II , 167, 10139 Torino, Italy. 
Published 12 times a year. 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
74 South Audley Street, London , W1 Y 5FF, Great Britain . 
Published once a year. 

ALPIRANDO 
7 Rue de Lille, 75007, ·Paris. 
Published 12 times a year. 

ALPIN 
Ortlerstrasse 8, 8000 Munchen 70, Germany. 
Published 12 times a year. 

DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, D-8000 Munchen 20, Germany. 
Published 12 times a year. 
DESNIVEL 
Cl. Doctor Espina 23, lo.cal derecho, 28019 Madrid, Spain. 
Published 11 times a year. 

EXTREM 
Travesera de Dalt 82, 08024 Barcelona, Spain. 
Published 6 times a year. 

LA MONTAGNE 
9 rue la Boetie, 75008 Paris, France. 
Published 4 times a year. 

MONT AGNES 
1 rue de la Prevachere, 38400 St. Martin D'Heres, France. 
Published 11 times a year. 

NORKLATT 
Postboks 8292 Hammersborg, 0129 Oslo 1, Norway. 
Published 4 times a year. 

PYRENAICA 
Alameda de San Mames, 29-1° izda . 48010 Bilbao, 
Euskadi, Spain . Published 4 times a year . 

RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
Via della Rocca, 29-10123 Torino, Italy. 
Published 4 times a year . 

ROTPUNKT 
Ziegelstrasse 16, 7056 Weinstadt-Benzach, West Germany. 
Published 6 times a year. 

TATERNIK 
ul Stan6w Zjednoczonych 53 p. 227,04-028 Warsaw, 
Poland . Published twice a year. 
VERTICAL 
200 avenue de l'Aiguille du Midi, BP 125, 74400 Chamonix, 
France. 
Published 5 times a year. 

U.S.A. & Canada 
AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St. , New York, N.Y. 10128, U.S.A. 
Published once a year. 

CANADIAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
P.O. Box 1026, Banff, Alberta, Toloco. 
Published once a year 
CLIMBING 
P.O. Box 339, 502 Main Street, Carbondale, Colorado 81623 
U.S.A. Published 6 times a year. 

ROCK & ICE 
P.O. Box 3595, Boulder, CO 80207, U .S.A. 
Published 6 times a year . 

Asia 
THE IWA TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishers) Co . Ltd ., 1-1-33 Sh iba Daimon , 
Minato Ku , Tokyo . (Contains English language summary) . 
Published 6 times a year . 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER 
Official journal of the Indian Mountaineering Foundatio n. 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi -110021 (India) . 
Published 2 times a year . ' 

HIMALAYAN JOUNRAL 
Published by THE HIMALAYAN CLUB, Contact Oxford 
University Press, P.O. Box 31 Oxford House, 
Appollo Sunder, Bombay 400001 . Published once a year . 

HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road, Calcutta 700 029, India . 
Published 12 times a year . 

WILD 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran, Victoria 3181 , Australia . 
Published 4 times a year . 

ROCK 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran , Victoria 3181, Au stralia . 
Published twice a yea r. 
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ORDER YOUR FREE COPY 
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Spring departures: 
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T~e base layer 
that ke~p.§ you 
warrii and dry ... 

The most important properties of any base layer are Rhovyl+Modal 
warmth retention and the ability to wick moisture away from ,,~ 
the skin. Rhovyl + Modal from North Cape excels at both to 
keep you warm and dry during stop-start activities . 

A remarkably soft handle is produced by a careful 
blend of Rhovyl and Modal , which also offers anti-static, non
allergic and anti-bacterial advantages. Make Rhovyl + Modal 
from North Cape your h 
first choice for your first layer. anvw ere • • • :J _______ • 

COMPLETE MULTI-LAYER CLOTHING FOR WILD PLACES. 
Now at a specialist outdoor shop near you. 



Gabe's Fall and Other Climbing Stories 
by Peter Lars Sandberg 
Polished tales by a master writer who uses the mountains 
and cliffs to provide the ideal setting for adventure and telling 
human inter-relationships . 
ISBN O 906371 65 3 £12.95 (cased) 
ISBN O 906371 53 8 £7 .95 (trade paperback) 

Mountains and Other Ghosts 
by Dermot Somers 
Eighteen stories from this Irish writer/alpinist who matches 
searing plots - drawing on political, romantic and adventure 
sources - with sparkling literary pyrotechnics . 
ISBN O 906371 48 1 £12.95 (cased) 
ISBN O 906371 48 1 £8.95 (trade paperback) 

One Step in the Clouds 
Compiled by Audrey Salkeld and Rosie Smith 
A rich collection of mountain fiction with four novels, two 
novellas, a play and thirty short stories plus a complete 
bibliography of all known work in the genre. 
Outstanding value at £14.95 through 1990, then £16.95 
ISBN O 906371 92 9 (cased) 

• BOARDMAN/TASKER 
AWARD 

Mountains and Other 
Ghosts by Dermot 
Somers and Vortex by 
David Harris (the only 
previously unpublished 
novel in 'One Step in the 
Clouds') have been 
shortlisted with two 
other books for the 
1990Award. 

Diadem books are 
available from most 
bookshops and 
equipment stores 

distributed to the 
book trade by: 
Hodder and Stoughton 
Mill Road, Dunton Green, 
Sevenoaks TN13 2YA 

distributed to the 
specialist trade by: 
Cordee, 3a De Montfort 
Street, Leicester 

Impressive literary force unleashed 
in three new fiction collections 

Diadem celebrates the rich diversity of mountain fiction in an all-embracing 
1056-page omnibus and two volumes of short stories by skilful and perceptive writers 



From the people who have supplied 30 
Everest expeditions, whose encyclopaedic 
knowledge of mountain wear is without 
equal, and who continue to refine and 
redefine extreme clothing. Welcome to the 
latest developments in Mountain 
Equipment's Extreme range. Clothing fit 
for the mountain face. 

ANNAPURNA GORE-TEX JACKET (left) 
The best is even better. Newly designed, the Annapurna 
now features a performance improving, elasticated 
system (developed for our top-of-the-range sleeping bags) 
which greatly enhances the lofting of the down , 
minimises heat loss yet allows liberal freedom of 
movement. 

KONGUR JACKET (inside left) 
Ultra- technical GORE-TEX shell jacket 
with lining. Suitable for Expedition, 

Alpine and Scottish winter use. The most 
practical, most protective mountaineering 

suit jacket we know of. (Salopettes available). 

NEW MOUNTAIN JACKET (inside left) 
A brand new, highly technical hooded jacket in 
Ultrafleece@ Doubly functional, you can wear it as a warm, 
comfortable lightweight insulation layer or a quick drying, 
hardwearing outer jacket. (Salopettes available). 

NEW LIGHTLINE DUVET JACKET - Reversible (inside right) 
Our bundle of marvellously efficient down wrapped in 
Ultrasoft Nylon. An excellent Alpine jacket also capable of 
wide use for Britain's colder months. With its light weight, 
small pack size and incredible warmth for weight t 
performance, this is the jacket which need never be left 
behind. The reversible versatility gives you a choice of 
colourways. 

NEW LIGHTLINE GORE-TEX JACKET (right) 
This lightweight, down insulated, Taslan GORE-TEX covered 
jacket, lined in Ultrasoft Nylon, features the same 
innovative, extra loft, extra light elastication system as the 
Annapurna and EXL sleeping bags. In one significant step, 
the Lightline has left all other lightweight duvet jackets, 
light years behind. 

KONGUR MITTS (left) 
GORE-TEX Strata Cordura Outers to withstand extreme 
use, with pile lining and long cuffs to insulate and protect 
up to Himalayan standards. 

Climbing equipment supplied by Troll Safety Equipment Ltd. 

GORE-TEX is a registered trademark of W L Gore & Assoc. 

further 
information 
on the Mountain 
Equipment Extreme range of 
clothing and stockists, complete 
the freepost coupon and send to: 

Mountain Equipment ltd ., Key 

FREEPOST Leech Street, Stalybridge, SK15 1 YD 

Telephone Customer Services 0457 860067 

,I NAME __________ _ _ ____ _ 

I ADDRESS _________ _ _ _ ...,_ __ 

__________ POSTCODE _ ___ _ 
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SUPPLIERS TO 30 EVEREST EXPEDITIONS 





American Alpine lnstituteLtd. 
CLIMBING IN NORTH AMERICA 

Rock Climbing: Joshua Tree, Bugaboos, Squamlsh, White 
Mountains, Red Rocks, Cascades, Baja Mexico. 

Alpine Mountaineering • 12, 24, & 36-day courses including 
ascents & comprehensive instruction on rock, snow, & ice. 
No previous expHience required. Cascades, Ecuador, Alaska. 

Summer Ice Climbing • Comprehensive coverage of advanced 
skills & state-of-the-art techniques for all snow & ice types. 
Previous experience required. Cascades & Alaska. 

Expedition Training • Himalayan & Alpine styles of ascent. 
Guided Climbs • 2 to 10-day trips on the classic routes of 

North America; all technical levels ; beautiful alpine traverses. 

BOLIVIA, ECUADOR, & PATAGONIA 
Bolivia's Cordillera Real• Ascents of 17 ,000'-21,200' peaks; 

optional basic & advanced instructional itineraries. Acclimati
zation at Machu Picchu , Lake Titicaca, & Bolivias Altiplano. 

Ecuador . 2-week trips on peaks 18,997' to 20,561'; optional 
instructional itinerary. Acclimatization visiting highland markets 
& hiking on the Equator; hot springs ; Galapagos option·. 

Fitzrey & Torres. del Paine National Parks • Parkland & 
glacier backpacking; alpine climbs at basic & more advanced 
levels near the towers-; Patagonia Ice Cap; trek only or climb. 

EXPEDITIONS 
McKinley, Aconcagua, Arna Dablam, Ancoliuma,_Illima11i 

SPRING & FALL IN NEPAL 
Everest Area Climbing & Trekking • Including Gokyo Valley, 

Kala Patar , Everest Base & . [hotse Valley; ttek only or 
ascend Lobuche (20,076') & Island Peak (20,306'). 

Annapurna Area Climbing • Including. Marsyandi Valley , 
Thorong La, Tibetan frontier:, trek or.iry or ascend Chulu West 
(21,060'), Thorong (20,096'), &:MuktinatA (21 ,021'). 

For free. brochures call or. write: 
AAI, 1212 24th W-27, Bellingham, WA 9,82'25 

206-671-1505 

COMING SOON. TO A 
HILLSIDE N1EAR YOU. 

With half-a-million acres of mountainous 
countryside owned by the ten water and sewage 
businesses of England and Wales, this may soon 
become an all-too-familiar sight. 

As a result of privatisation, you could find your 
favourite hillside suffocated under a blanket of 
conifers. Or surrounded by fencing. Keeping you firmly 
on the outside. 

By joining the BMC, however, you can help 
prevent this happening. We're campai~ning vigorouslv 
to protect mountain areas, wherever the.y come under 
threat. And from whiil-tever quarter. 

But we need your help. 
Don't take· free access to the countryside for granted. 

JOIN THE BMC. 

QUADCAMS~ 
QUADCAMS - ARE SAFER BECAUSE 

THEY ARE FLEXIBLE. 
FIT BETTER BECAUSE 
THEY ARE NARROWER. 
ARE EASIER TO EXTRACT 
EVEN FROM DEEP 
PLACEMENTS. 
NEAT SHAPE WONT 
TANGLE ON YOUR RACK. 
GIVE YOU THAT EXTRA 
REACl+. 

.... and' many other virtues .... 

AVAl·LABLE NO·W 1:1\J· 9 SIZES 
00-3 

3.8 

10.5 mm - 66mm 

and 
59 mm-93 mm 

, SEND FOR TECHNICAL DA-TA TO 
, HB'C!:[IMBll'\I.G EQUIPMENT, Fron Hywel, Llanrug, Gwyn dLL55 3BD, UK. 

'3' (028'6) 870885 TX 61155 AIRTEL G FAX (0492·) 70009H3 

Available.Worldwide from:-

. ANOGRRA AUSTRALIA AUSTRIA GERMANY HONG KONG ITALY 
: AlP.ESPORT PADDYPALLIN TEUFELBERGER CLIMB HIGH MOUNTAINEERING GRIVEL 

~6108 g .02.5171338 g724253950 go8946.06008 · ~cJ_~J:1\ 0 g39155943714 

, JAP.tiN NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AFRICA SWEDEN SWITZERLAND U.S.A. 
, MONTBEl MCEWINGS CAMP&CLIMB ARCTICALPIN RUEDIBERGSPORT CLIMBHIGH 

, "•1"06'53'1'47&1 g 0064 03666 211· ~ 011 804 3355 g ·0495 12775' g 01 241 0290 ~ 802 985 5056 

~ -

NO 
ENTRY 

0 

ALL HILL WALKERS, CUMBERS, 
RAMBLERS, KEEP OUT. 

r ·o 0 
~::: ................ • .. ············ 

PROTECTING YOU & THE COUNTRYSIDE. 
£6.50 Individual Membership. £2'0 Specially-Reduced Membership Rate Including One-Year's Subscription to 
High Magazine. (Please quote ref: M/1 when applying) 

For further information on all the benefits of BMC membership, telephone 061-273 5835/5163/5839. 
Crawford House, Precinct Centre,. Booth Street East, Manchester M13 9RZ. , 

BRITISH 
MOUNT A/NEERING 

COUNCIL 
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The Diamir Base Camp - A Mindless Desecration 

Ninety five years ago, 
A .F.Mummery, arguably the 
founder of modern 
mountaineering, crossed the 
Mazeno Pass from the Rudiamir 
Pal valley and was probably the 
first European to penetrate its 
upper reaches. He described it 
in a letter to his 
wife: "Uninhabited, but beautiful 
in the extreme; glorious trees 
(mostly birch and pine); thickets 
of wild roses, heaps of flowers 
and undergrowth. " 
We were travelling in 

Mummery's footsteps, a small 
group making a filmed histqry of 
mountaineering for British 
Television. The valley is now 
populated by the Diamiri people, 
with terraced fields clinging to 
the hillsides and their goats and 
cattle grazing on the high 
pastures. There are problems of 
deforestation and over-grazing 
but the solutions are complex 
and ones which we climbers are 
not in a position to solve 
directly. 

But then we came to the site of 
base camp at the foot of the 
Diamir Face of Nanga Parbat. 
It's on an alpine meadow at the 
side of the glacier, a grassy 
oasis below the huge face so 
rich in climbing history. A few 

10 

boulders jut out of the grass and 
even the sparse stone shelters 
blend comfortably into this 
magnificent scene. The first 
discordant note was an 
abandoned base tent and then , 
as we came closer, the full 
extent of the rubbish became 
evident. There seemed to have 
been no effort to clear any of the 
empty tins, plastic containers 
and blood filled test tubes 
(presumably the product of 
scientific research). Looking . 
more closely we quickly found it 
was a huge rubbish tip with 
discarded tins and packaging 
scattered across the grass, piled 
into the gullies at the side and 
under the boulders in a noisome 
mess. 

Eleven expeditions visited the 
Diamir Valley this summer. 
Some had left their visiting 
cards - empty boxes marked 
with the name and address of 
Dr. Karl Herrligkoffer, another 
stencilled with the insignia of 
the Swiss Italian Expedition. 
There was the Letter of 
Regulations addressed to the 
Norwegian Nanga Parbat 
Expedition (it's a pity they did 
not bother to observe the 
strictures on the clearance of 
rubbish) , and a badge of a 

Above Left: Assorted garbage to be found at Nanga Parbat Base 
Camp, including (Above) discarded blood samples and medical 
equipment. Left: Houston, Hupfauer and Bonington being filmed on 
location by Jim Curran. All Photos: Bonington Collection. 

Bulagarian Expedition. Other 
packaging was marked in 
Korean, German, French and 
Italian. 

A few charred piles showed 
where someone had lit a fire but 
had left the debris, but most 
refuse had just been dumped. 
We cleared, crushed, burned 
and buried ten barrels full but 
there was much more to do. We 
felt a mixture of anger, sorrow 
and complete mystification why 
any of our fellow climbers, who 
presumably love the beauty and 
challenge of the mountains, 
could show such casual, 
thoughtless disregard. 

It isn 't much trouble to keep a 
camp tidy . Ideally rubbish 
should be taken out at the end of 
the trip in sacks or empty drums 
in which equipment or food was 
packed. Even if there are no 
arrangements for dumping 
rubbish , it can be buried at the 
camp site . It takes such a very 
small effort, compared to the 
huge effort of getting there and 
of climbing a route . 

It is so little to ask, so little to 
expect, and yet I fear that the 
mess we found below the 
Diamir Face is mirrored in every 
popular base camp site 
throughout the Himalaya. It has 
been argued that rubbish is 
merely a cosmetic eyesore, that 
it doesn't materially damage the 
environment. 

We disagree. 
Th e thoughtless abandonment 

of rubbish in the wilderness is 
endemic misuse of the 
environment. It is also 
something we can do something 
about. We don't believe that 
this is a responsibility to pass on 
to the governments of the host 
nations or something that 
should be cured by imposed 
penalties though, sadly, if we, 
the climbers, cannot solve the 
problem this is the course that 
will almost certainly be adopted. 

We believe that we, the 
mountaineers and trekkers, have 
one more chance to attack the 
problem ourselves. If you left 
you mess in the mountains this 
year, or perhaps left it to your 
local helpers to clear up without 
supervision, we ask you to think 
of the consequences. Don't just 
keep you own patch tidy - if you 
go to the Diamir Base Camp, or 
any of the many other places 
which have been left in a mess, 
spend a day tidying up. If you 
see others leaving their litter, 
talk to them and, if necessary, 
expose them in the climbing 
press. 
There should be no need for 

formal clean-up expeditions. 
Those of us who visit the 
mountains must clear the mess 
ourselves. If every expedition 
gave a part of a day to disposing 
of any mess left in a camp site, 
we'd quickly get the mountains 
cleared and , in doing so, would 
show the concern for our 
environment so necessary if we 
are to preserve the mountain 
wilderness areas of the world . 

The most important issue 
facing us today is not so much 
the ethics of siege or Alpine 
style expeditions, large or small , 
fast or-slow, or the number of 
treks. It is the impact we make 
on the mountain environment, 
the traces we leave. Most of us 
have been guilty in the past, 
however careful we might have 
been, leaving the abandoned 
fixed rope or high camp, or 
failing to supervise kitchen staff 
when leaving base camp. This 
is something we must addrei,s 
today and in the future as the 
mountains come under ever
increasing pressure. 

Please join us in halting and 
correcting the thoughtless 
desecration of the places we 
love. 
Chris Bonington, 
Charles Houston, Sigi Hupfa uer 



GREATER HIMALAYA 

American-Australian and Japanese Expeditions 
Climb K2 - First Since 1986 

The north side of K2 showing the line of the American- Australian Route (solid) and Japanese Route 
(dotted). Photo: Greg Child. 

KARAKORAM 

K2 (8611m) 
Two ascents of K2 were made 
from the Chinese side. A large 
Japanese expedition led by Mr. 
Fukushima succeeded in 
ascending a new line up the N. 
Face, joining the N Ridge at 
around 7800m. 

Starting from the base of the 
spur between the N Ridge and 
the NW Ridge, the route climbed 
difficult mixed ground to 7000m, 
to reach the snow dome on the 
NW Ridge. It then broke left, 
following a long diagonal 
couloir to the N Ridge. The 
team of 12 Japanese and 15 
Sherpas were 100 days on the 
route, fixing rope and 
establishing 5 camps. Oxygen 
was used. Two Japanese 
members reached the summit 
on Aug 9, and descended the 
ascent route . 

An American/Australian team 
were successful on the N Ridge. 
The team comprised Steve 
Swenson and Phil Ershler (USA) 
and Greg Child, Greg Mortimer, 
Lyle Closs, Dr. Peter Keustner 
and Margaret Werner 
(Australian) made a hazardous 
approach across the swollen 
Shaksgam and North K2 Rivers. 
Four high altitude porters were 
retained to establish an Advance 
Base Camp at the base of the 
mountain. 

From there, it took 47 days to 
reach the summit, fixing ropes 
low down and utilising old fixed 

rope higher up. Three camps 
were established. At 8pm on 
Aug 20, Child, Mortimer and 
Swenson reached the summit. 
They descended in the dark and 
spent the night in an abandoned 
Japanese tent at 8000m. Greg 
Child reports: "The route was 
quite steep, but sheltered from 
the prevailing southwesterly 
winds. We enjoyed relatively 
good weather from July 4 to 
Aug 20. Our opinion is that it 
offers a safer way up K2 than the 
southern side, though more 
technical, remote and 
expensive!" 

On the south side, a massive 
international expedition named 
the "Free K2" spent some weeks 
stripping debris from the Abruzzi 
Spur and base camp. They 
removed so much junk that it 
took 400 Balti porters to carry it 
all out! 
Assuming that all of this 

rubbish was recycled, there may 
have been a net positive benefit 
to the local environment. 
However, the merits of this type 
of " clean -up" need to be 
carefully considered, possibly by 
an organisation like the 
Himalayan Trust. It might prove 
less damaging if already 
scheduled expeditions were 
given the task of cleaning up a 
base camp area, rather than 
introducing new teams in 
sensitive regions. 

Broad Peak (8047m) 
A Canadian/Polish expedition 
made an ascent of the normal 
W. Face, Nick Cienski (CAN) and 

Waldek Soroka (POL) reaching 
the summit on July 1 in a long 
push from their top camp at 
7200m . Three Spanish and 
three Bulgarians from separate 
expeditions also reached the 
summit on the same day, 
although their names are not yet 
known. The following day, 
Cienski descended 300m on skis 
from Camp 3 before deep snow 
and fatigue forced him to give 
up. 
A German expedition also 

active on the mountain lost one 
member, Dr Kurt Lyncke-Kruger, 
when he slipped and fell 400m . 

Gasherbrum 1 (8068m) 
In addition to the reports in 
Mountain 135, a Japanese 
expedition was also successful, 
climbing the SW Ridge. The 
route followed the 1977 
Yugoslav Route, although some 
variations were made on the 
lower half. Camps were 
established at 5900, 6900, 7300 
and 7700 metres. The summit 
was reached on July 16 by S. 
Yamane and H. Katayama (JAP) 
and two high altitude porters, S. 
Rajab and Ari Raza . 

Previously unreported are the 
details of the Japanese attempt 
on Gasherbrum 1 from the north 
in 1989. The 28 member party 
approached the mountain via 
the North Urdok and then up the 
long and difficult Sagan .. 
Glaciers. Five camps were 
established between June 28 
and Aug 4, but above. the high 
camp at 6100m, the snow 
conditions were too dangerous 

to continue . The surrounding 
glaciers and valleys were 
reconnoitred by various 
members of the team who 
reported that this approach is 
more difficult and complex than 
the approach via the Baltoro. 

Gasherbrum 2 (8035m) 
Further details of the two 
expeditions reported in 
Mountain 135 have been 
received . 
The International Polish 

Expedition led by Marek 
Grochowski was foiled on its 
first attempt on July 2 when six 
members were stopped just 20m 
short of the top. Two ensuing 
attempts also failed , but on July 
18, George Rudiger Lang 
(German) established a new 
route up the western part of the 
summit cone. Due to intense 
cold on his summit day, he 
suffered severe frostbite and 
later had to be helicoptered from 
Base Camp. On July 19, Piotr 
Pustelnik (POL) also reached the 
summit. 
The six member Belgian 

expedition placed two on top on 
August 1; Vincent Dewaele and 
Renaat Muys. This was at the 
end of a fine spell of weather 
and it is believed that apart from 
these two teams, Japanese and 
Chilean expeditions also 
reached the summit. 
There was considerable activity 

elsewhere in the Karakoram. 
The British K7 (7100m) 
expedition spent an epic twenty 
days in one push on a new route 
up the SW Ridge. The team of 
Dai Lampard, Bob Wightman, 
Bob Brewer and Luke Steer 
climbed 88 pitches of difficult 
but excellent rock to gain a 
6200m col below the "Fortress" 
on the route of the Japanese 1st 
ascent. Although only 100m of 
difficult climbing remained they 
had run out of food and 
Wightman, having dropped his 
rucksack, had been without a 
sleeping bag for five nights. 

The team spent a further two 
days descending their line of 
ascent in appalling weather. 
Despite its apparent iced-up 
appearance, the team freed all 
but about 30ft. Lam pa rd 
commented ; "K7 is an extremely 
complex mountain of enormous 
proportions, a sort of super 
Trango, with far more complex 
route finding ." 

Doug Scott's Latok 2 (ex Latok 
1) N Ridge attempt failed to get 
onto the route due to heavy 
snow early in the season . 
The Dutch team of Joos 

Philippens, Gaby Jobses and 
Hans Lanters managed to reach 
6100m on the extremely difficult 
S Pillar of Baintha Brakk 
(7285m). The route had been 
substantially climbed by a 
French team in 1982. Several 
attempts were made by the 
Dutch in variable weather, but 
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GREATER HIMALAYA : 

Loretan, Troillet, Kurtyka Climb New Routes on 
Cho Oyu and Shishapangma in Fast Alpine Style. 

sadly, the Dutch team's chance 
for the summit was spoilt when 
they discovered that their top 
food dump had been eaten by 
ravens. More serious 
plundering awaited them on 
their return to Base Camp. 
Bears had eaten much of their 
remaining food, destroying a 
tent in the process. This is not 
the only report of bear attacks 
this year in the Biafo where they 
are somewhat of a menace. 
Also on the Ogre, a German 
team failed to complete the 
second ascent of the Yugoslav 
Route, although they apparently 
reached a point only 200m short 
of the summit. 
An unconfirmed report of a 

three month Japanese attempt 
of the Norwegian Route (SE 
Face) on Great Trango indicates 
that they climbed the face but 
failed to complete the final snow 
ridge. 
A Swedish team successfully 

made the fourth ascent of the 
Mustagh Tower (7273m) . 
1200m of fixed rope was used 
by the team, who approached 
the route on the NW side of the 
Chagran Glacier. This proved a 
quicker way to reach the entry 
couloir on the mountain. From 
there, the route was 
characterised by poor rock and 
deep snow. After five weeks 
during which five camps were 
established, Goran Kropp and A. 
Rafael Jensen reached the 
summit on August 17. 

In Hispar, a Dutch team 
climbed a difficult new route on 
the SW Ridge of Kanjut Sar 2 
(6831ml. Base Camp was 
established at 4500m on the 
Khani Basa Glacier. Having 
carried supplies to the bottom of 
the route, the ascent was made 
in one push between July 26-29. 
Franck van de Barselaar, Franck 
Schmitt, Pieter de Kam and 
Hendrik Freie all reached the 
summit, while the unfortunate 
fifth member, Peter Kok, was 
forced to descend after the 
second bivouac when affected 
by altitude sickness. 

Nanga Parbat (8125m) 
Fourteen expeditions had 
permission to climb the . , 
mountain, but few succeeded. 
A 17 member Yugoslav 

expedition led by Tone Golmar 
climbed the Ru pal Face via the 
Schell Route placing only four 
camps at 5100, 6100, 7100 and 
7500 metres. On July 24, Marija 
Frantar and Jose Rozman left 
Base Camp and 3 days later 
reached Camp 4. After two days 
of bad weather, they set out 
again on the 29th, crossing onto 
the Diamir side and .making two 
more bivouacs before reaching 
the summit late on the July 31. 
Two days later they were back in 
Base. 

Frantar is the first woman to 
climb the Rupal Face, and the 
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ascent was the first of the 
mountain by Yugoslavs after 
several failures. 

The mountain was also 
climbed by a Swiss/Italian team 
via the Diamir Face. In early 
July, Diego Wellig and Hans 
Kammerlander reached the 
summit in a single three day 
push . A descent of the face on 
skis was also made, filmed by 
Wolfgang Thomaseth This was 
Kammerlander's eighth 8000er. 

It is known that a Bulgarian and 
a S. Korean expedition failed to 
reach the summit earlier in the 
year, and that one S. Korean lost 
his life in a fall. 

CHINA 
First reports received inform us 
that Voytek Kurtyka, Erhard 
Loretan and Jean Troillet 
climbed new routes on both Cho 
Oyu and Shishapangma. Both 
routes were done in Alpine style 
in one night and one day. 
Details in next issue of these 
important new climbs. 

Gongga Shan (Minya Konga) 
(7556m) 
Previously unreported was a 
Japanese attempt on the NE 
Ridge in April. The leader, Akio 
Kawagoe, had led a 25 member 
team to the unclimbed NW 
t1idge in 1981 which ended in 
disaster when eight members 
fel I roped together. 

This year he led a team of four 
to repeat the American route. 
Five camps were established, 
but high winds above 6600m 
forced the team to retire after 
four weeks on the mountain. 

Singuang Ri (7308m) 
This peak 6km NE of Cho Oyu 
was climbed for the first time in 
April 1989 by a Japanese 
expedition via the W. Ridge. 
Three camps were placed up to 
6800m and fixed ropes up to the 
junction of the SW Ridge at 
7000m. Six members reached 
the summit on the April 21 and 
22. 

Shishapangma (8046ml 
A 32 member Japanese team 
with medical as well as climbing 
ambitions was active in May. A 
total of 25 members including 
seven Sherpas, two women and 
one 60 year old reached the 
summit via the normal NW Face. 
Tong Lu, a geologist, became 
the first Han Chinese woman to 
climb an 8000m peak: 

Menlungtse (7181ml 
The main peak remains 
unclimbed, after a strong 
American/Australian team was 
repulsed in May. Jim Wickwire, 
John Roskelly, Greg Child (who 
later in the year climbed K2) 
and Geoff Duenwald made three 
alpine style attempts and 
apparently reached the summit 
ridge before dangerous cornices 

forced them to abandon the 
attempt. Further details will be 
printed when received . 

USSR 
Mountain intends in futur.e 
issues to provide as much 
information as possible about 
climbing and the issues of 
climbing in the USSR (see 
"Perestoika and Climbing" in 
135 and Mick Fowler's article in 
this issue). Hopefully glasnost 
will eventually extend to the 
multitude of little explored 
ranges from the Czerski in 
Eastern Siberia to the Fanskiye 
Gory in Tajikistan and the more 
extensive Tien Shan. The 
opportunities to western 
climbers can be compared to 
those in the Himalaya which 
have only recently become 
accessible to the Soviets. 

In the Tien Shan, ascents of 
Khan Tengri (6995ml and Pik 
Pobedy (7439ml were 
recorded by Bulgarian teams 
during the past two years. 
These are two of the better 
known peaks, but little about the 
nature of routes has been 
reported, except that fixed rope 
was required and that the 
weather is considerably colder 
than in the Himalaya. 

The most impressive ascent 
recently in the region was the 
first winter ascent of Pobedy. 
Valeri Khrischaty (who had 
previously climbed both Everest 
and Kangchenjunga) led a 30 
member team from Kazakhastan 
up the original 1956 Route. 
Although heavy snowfall and 
temperatures of minus 50° made 
the climbing unpleasant, 
Khrischaty and four other 
members reached the summit of 
this technically difficult peak on 
Feb 2. in a single 5 day push . 
A small British team from Bath 

University were active in the 
Tien Shan and Altai during July 
and Aug . Paul Knott, Adam 
White, Ade Millar and Nick 
Smyth made seven ascents of 
various peaks, including the NW 
Ridge of Peak Otkriti 
(5664ml. 

In the Pamirs, the second 
winter ascent of Pik Lenin 
(7134ml was made by a 24 
strong team from Leningrad. 
The team climbed the Arkin 
Route on the N. Face, placing a 
total of 11 members on top after 
only two weeks on the 
mountain. The first winter 
ascent had been made following 
a similar line two years earlier. 

Americans Marc Twig ht and 
Ace Kvale made several 
impressive ascents in the Pamirs 
during the summer. Twight 
soloed a new route on the N. 
Face of Pik Vorobyova 
(5440ml, which included a 
vertical icicle; attempted a new 
line solo on the N. Face of Pik 
Kommunizm (7495ml and 
then completed a solo of the 

Czech Route on the same face. 
Kvale with four Russians 
meanwhile ascended the 
Borodkin Pillar and joined 
Twig ht for the summit climb, 
although Kvale turned back at 
7200m. The pair also attempted 
the normal SW Face of Pik 
Fourth (6300ml and a new 
route on the S. Face of Pik 
Korjenyevska (7100ml. 

Threat to Kamchatka 
The Kamchatka Peninsula was 

for a long time a highly 
restricted strategic area and 
mountain-based outdoor sports 
have only developed there in the 
past few years. This rather 
dramatic growth has been 
accompanied by a parallel 
increase in ecological problems. 
In summer 1990 members of a 
tourist club led by Vitali 
Menshikov spent some weeks 
cleaning up the area's famous 
volcanoes. Using a helicopter, 
they removed garbage from the 
crater lake of Ksudach and the 
great crater of Mutnovsky. A 
clean-up operation of the 
Avachinskaya Sopka, the highest 
point of the area (27 41 m), is 
plannedfor1991. Mostofthe 
garbage has been dumped by 
geological, vulcanological and 
geographical expeditions in 
discarded and useless shelters 
and installations. 

In July 1990 a group of Soviet 
parachutists carried out a 
collective parachute jump from 
an aircraft on to the crater of 
Mutnovskaya Sopka. One of 
their intentions was to draw 
public attention to the multiple 
menaces to the ecology and 
natural beauty of Kamchatka . A 
spokesman for the team said: 
"It's time the alpine community 
opened its eyes to the problems 
afflicting this magnificent part of 
our country". 

NEPAL 

Setting the Record Straight 
For the record, Brendan Murphy 
and Kate Phillips made the 
second British ascent of Arna 
Dablam (6863ml via the SW 
Ridge in April. The climbing 
was described as excellent 
despite much evidence of fixed 
ropes from previous teams. 
Corrections and additions are 

also due. In our summary of 
activity of Everest in 134, we 
omitted to mention that Dana 
Coffield and Dawa Nuru also 
summitted on 10 May, and the 
unknown American who 
reached the summit the 
following day with Tim 
Macartney-Snape (his second 
oxygen less ascent of Everest) 
was Andy Lapkass. The 
American team who climbed 
Makalu (see 135) have written 
to say that they used fixed 
ropes, an impressive effort even 
so. 



INDIA 

In Gangotri, Yugoslavs Silva 
Karo and Janez Jeglic climbed 
the evil looking 1600m wall 
between the Spanish and British 
Pillars on Bhagirathi 3 (6454ml 
in July. Six bivouacs were made 
on this nearly vertical face 
graded VIII A4. 
The British team of Johnny 

Dawes, Joe Simpson, Paul 
Pritchard and Bob Drury which 
attempted the pillar left of the 
Fife/Barton Route were stopped 
by altitude sickness (except 
Simpson) and icy conditions. 
Simpson and Drury did climb 
much of the earlier British Route 
free as a consolation, while 
Dawes and Pritchard apparently 
stayed on, having recovered, for 
an attempt on the Spanish Pillar. 

On Shivling and Thalay 
Sagar, another British team also 
suffered from various 
complaints (including a second 
dose of hepatitis for Simon 
Yates,) but the original 
objectives proved either too 
difficult or too dangerous. Andy 
Parkin and Sean Smith stayed 
on for an attempt on a direct 
route up the N. Face of Shivling. 

In May, three Spanish climbers 
died of altitude sickness on the 
N. Face of Meru (6470ml . It 
seems that the fourth member 
returned home to Spain after 
instructing the L.O. to recover 
the bodies. It took some weeks 
to locate the dead climbers and 
return their bodies to Spain for 
burial. 
An Indian-Taiwanese 

expedition to Saser Kangri 
(7692ml placed a total of 18 
members on top including four 
women. 1500m of rope were 
fixed during the ascent led by 
the experienced Hukum Singh. 

During September a joint Royal 
Air Force/Indian Air Force team, 
led by Squadron Leader Mike 
Palmer, just failed to reach the 
summit of Kamet (7756ml. 
The team of 11 RAF and 10 
Indian mountaineers attempted 
the second ascent of the West 
Ridge, but the two summit bids 
were both thwarted only 130m 
from the top by high winds and 
extreme cold. All expedition 
members returned safely. 

Finally, the ascent of 
Swagarohi 2 reported in 131 
was led by an Indian, but the 
only two to reach the summit 
were Jeff Marden (USA) and 
Birger Andren (Sweden). The 
pair made the first Alpine style 
ascent in two days. 
John Porter 

CORRESPONDENTS: Bauwens, 
Bekendam, Carter, Cesen, Child, 
Cienski, Coffield, Freie, Haszko, 
Knott, Lampard, Nilsson,Nyka, 
Marden, Savenc, Simpson, 
Twight. 

UNITED STATES 

Go to Hell - Utah! 

Above and Below: Lisa Gnade working Melting (5. 13a), Hell Cave, Utah, current crucible of sport 
climbing in the USA. Photos: Randy Leavitt. 

UTAH 
An exciting part of climbing is 

the experience of new areas. 
My gaze searches furiously over 
the surrounding hills and 
canyons as the Boeing 757 
makes its final approach into tl:ie 
now familiar Salt Lake- City 
airport in Utah. I know I'll be in 
American Fork Canyon within 60 
minutes of landing. My palms 
begin to sweat as f mentally 
rehearse sequences. I think I 
spot American Fork Canyon to 
the airplane's right side. 
Limestone crags are scattered· 
throughout these mountains and 
I see them among the autumn 
coloured trees. A double take 
and I realize that we are miles 
from American Fork, and I must 

be seeing some of the fabled 
"limitless" supply of Utah 
limestone. I make. some quick 
reference points so r can tell the 
locals of this possible new area. 
American Fork Canyon is the 
first of these limestone areas to 
be developed, and this. 
wonderful little canyon is quickly 
commanding the attention of the 
American tand visiti,ng) crag 
climbers. 

The new route explosion in 
American Fork Car-t.yun only 
began in April 1989 with locals 
such as Bill Boyle, Boone Speed, 
and Jeff Pederson . The hallmark 
of this area is incredibly steep 
limestone with jug nolds and the 
occasional pocket. The powerful 
American Fork routes snake 
their way out caves and up 

To Salt La~e C,tv 

Amer,can~orkCanvon 
T,mpanogasCaveNM 

overhanging walls, and employ 
clever moves that entertain your 
feet as they destroy your arms! 

The final' approach into Salt 
Lake City airport leaves me with 
tirne to c_ontemplate how I first 
heard of American Fork. Tim 
Wagner, fresh from the City of 
Rocks (Idaho), decided to stop 
by this new area in Utah . His car 
remairred parked there for quite 
some time. Tim was used to 
sore fingertips from places like 
Smith Rock, Joshua Tree, and 
City of Rocks. American Fork 
produced a different type of 
soreness, which was relayed to 
me by telephone. I could hear 
the occasional laugh in Tim 's 
slow and deliberate speech as 
he related the joys of American 
Fork, " My fingers don't hurt, but 
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UNITED STATES 

my shoulders, back, and biceps 
do". "Skin pain?" I inquire. "No 
skin pain" Tim replies, referring 
to the large, smooth holds of 
American Fork, "except I noticed 
some wear, but only where my 
fingers meet my palm." 

The combination of excellent 
hard climbing, convenience, 
::;Ii mate, and setting has turned 
American Fork Canyon into the 
latest hot spot. This popular 
area is a veritable roster of 
who's who in rock climbing. ' 
Currently, the Hell Cave area (a 
few minutes uphill approach 
from a parking turnout, 3.5 miles 
east of the Canyon mouth) has 
the largest concentration of 
hard, steep routes. On the far 
left side is the namesake route 
Hell (13a/b, FA: Boone Speed) 
which climbs 40 powerful feet 
out a small alcove. This is one 
of the most popular 13's in 
American Fork as it.has great 
climbing and truly represents 
the best of American Fork 
climbing. Right of Hell is Scott 
Frye's Highwater ( 13c), which 
has relatively moderate climbing 
to a very technical and powerful 
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crux section before it joins Hell 
to the chain anchor. Reanimator 
(12d) and Reaching For Razors 
(11 d) are a bit right of Highwater 
and border the left side of the 
main Hell Cave. This cave is a 
dark dungeon of mega hard 
moves and superior climbing. 
Burning (13b) powerfully 
traverses out this cave to the . 
final undercling roof. Jeff 
Pederson originally bolted this 
project, but gave up on the first 
ascent after countless attempts. 
Visiting climber Todd Skinner 
was the right person a, the right 
time as he stepped in for the 
first lead. Earlier, J.B. Tribout 
had red pointed the route to the 
first kneelock rest, but jumped 
off to respect Pederson's on 
going attempts for a first ascent. 
Ironically, Pederson now "hikes" 
the route and has turned his 
attention to another cave area, 
to a route that really does make 
Burning look like a hike. Shortly 
after Skinner's Burning ascent, 
Lynn Hill quickly repeated it. 
The other main route in Hell 

Cav·e is Wizards (13b, FA: 
Speed), an odd looking creation 
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Left: Tony Yanira trying Blow Of Death, (5. 14a), Hell Cave. 
Photo: Randy Leavitt. 

that works its way out through a 
series of holes and pockets. The 
main routes of Hell cave form a 
base whereby bolts have been 
added for new starts and/or 
finishes. These "link-up" 
creations have become popular 
and are unique in their own way. 
Some "link-ups" follow the 
easiest way through the maze 
(such as Melting 12d/13a, FA: 
Frye and Speed), while others 
follow the hardest line. Frying 
(13b/c, FA: Speed and Frye) does 
the Burning crux then moves 
right through Wizards crux, then 
does the Bat roof finish. 
The hardest link-up in Hell Cave 

was done by J.B. Tri bout, 
Cannibals (13d). Cannibals 
follows an independent start 
past a powerful dyno and one 
arm cranks out the cave/roof. It 
then connects to the crux of 
Wizards and does the final Bat 
roof. Originally graded 14a 
(French Sb+), Cannibals has 
been since downrated to 13d, 
most notably by Jim Karn. 
Cannibals has had repeats by 
Dale Goddard, Geoff Weigand, 
Boone Speed and Jim Karn. 
The list of consensus 5.14's in 

the U.S.A. continues to fluctuate 
as this grade remains open to 
interpretation. The only 5.14 in 
the U.S.A. that has not been 
downgraded by anyone who has 
done the route is J.B. Tribout's 
To Bolt Or Not To Be (Smith 
Rock), however, over 20 5.14's 
have been claimed so far. There 
may be more than one 5.14 in 
the U.S.A., as the downrating 
may be a knee jerk reaction to 
the increased numbers, or 
perhaps the 13d grade is just 
being firmly established. 
Another of the possible 5.14's 

in the U.S.A. is further right of 
Hell Cave. This route is right of 
El Diab/a, and is Scott Franklin's 
The Blow of Death, which has 
had quick repeats by Didier 
Raboutou and Jim Karn, both 

grading it 13d. In that same area 
is Dave Robinson's excellent 
Inferno (13b), which tests your 
under clinging power and eating 
habits. Right of Inferno is 
Malvado (13a, FA: Frye) which 
leaves the start of El Diab/a to 
produce a harder, and better 
finish. El Diab/a (12d, FA: Txavo 
Vales) was one of the first routes 
to be done in this area. 
Originally harder, the entry 
moves have broken and a better 
undercling hold is the result. 

Hell Cave is the tip of the 
iceberg at American Fork, and 
American Fork is the tip of the 
iceberg for Utah limestone 
climbing. Bill Boyle has 
published a guidebook, which is 
an inexpensive and adequate 
guide to the area (available at 
the climbing shops IME and REI, 
Salt Lake City, Utah). 
This report to Mountain 

includes a map to American Fork 
(Timpanogas Cave National 
Monument), and a topo drawn 
for the Hell Cave area. Climbing 
in American Fork Canyon is year 
round with the exception of the 
hottest summer, and coldest 
winter days. During the cold 
days, avoid the cave type areas 
as they rarely see the light of 
day. 

Climbing vacations eventually 
end, and the airplane roaI·s out 
of Salt Lake city toward my 
home in San Diego. My eyes 
furiously glance out the window, 
searching for more of that Utah 
limestone. I suddenly 
remember relating my earlier 
discovery to Geoff Weigand. I 
told him about the flight into · 
Salt Lake City and all of the 
crags I had seen from the 
airplane. 

Geoff smugly replied, "If you 
can see them from the airplane, 
they aren't steep enough!". 

Randy Leavitt 
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SCOTLAND 

Glen Coe & Glen Etive 
The Tunnel Wall of Creag A' 

Bhancair has again proved 
popular this year. Paul Laugh Ian 
added a new route left of 
Uncertain Emotions by climbing 
directly to join Railway Children 
at its crux before finishing up 
this - The Tribeswoman (7c+/E6/ 
7 6b) has also been repeated by 
Mark McGowan. Grant Farquhar 
mistakenly led a new route on 
sight, Curtairean Mairtfheoil (E5 
6a). thinking he was repeating 
Twilight Zone (E5 6a) . The route 
takes the serious grey groove 
left of that route and the steep 
wall above the Carnivore 
traverse. Farquhar went on to 
repeat Twilight and Celtic Dawn 
(E5 5c) as did Mark McGowan 
and Rick Campbell. Admission 
and Fated Path (F7c+/ E7 6b) had 
ascents from McGowan with the 
latter seeing a fine red point first 
attempt by 16 year old Malcolm 
Smith who also flashed 
Uncertain Emotions. Gone With 
the Wind (E6 6b,6a) had its 
second complete ascent from 
McGowan and Farquhar 
(Laughlin previously having 
done pitch 1 ). 

High on the West Face of Gearr 
Aonach a wall of water-streaked 
rock, identifiable up on the left 
as one approaches Stob Caire 
Nan Lochan, gave Rab and Chris 
Anderson 4 routes in the HVS -
E1 grades. The rock is excellent 
although due to its compact 
nature protection is sparse - the 
name The Fairview Wall is 
proposed . Over on the other 
side on the Lower Walls of the 
East Face of Aonach Dubh 
Graeme Ettie and Stuart 
Cameron added Baldrick up the 
wall and arete some 20m left of 
Lady Jane. 

Down on the Etive Slabs R"lb 
and Chris Anderson have 
plugged the gap between 
Swastika and The Long Wait 
with a fine three pitch route, 
Learning to Crawl (E3 5b,5b,5a). 
After the first pitch of Swastika 
the route continues directly up 
through the middle of the 
Moustache then on up to rejoin 
Swastika at the top of the quartz 
bands. George Szuca and 
Graham Lawrie climbed The The 
, a 5 pitch E3 6a starting right of 
Spartan Slab then climbing the 
obvious hanging rampline just 
beneath it. 

Cairngorms 
On the Shelter Stone's Central 

Slabs the big event was Rick 
Campbell 's ascent of Aphrodite, 
a big bold pitch based on Run of 
the Arrow. After free climbing 
the Snipers overlap he went up 
right to join Run of the Arrow 
which was followed to the 
runner placements where it 
moves left. Continuing up and 

Owen Hayward on Fated Path (Flc+), Creag A 'Bhancair, Glen Coe. Photo: Gary Latter. 

right by some very hard 
climbing to gain a small ledge 
he then escaped off right to 
finish up Cupids Bow. This, 
including the crux 6c section 
above Run of the Arrow, was 
climbed on sight and returning 
the following day to inspect the 
upper section Campbell abseiled 
into his high point before 
continuing directly above to 
complete an extremely bold 20m 
plus runout. Weighing in at E7 
6c it will be interesting to see if 
the route can be repeated in a 
single push especially since 
there is no safe belay point en 
route and therefore a longer 
than 50m rope will be required . 
Campbell thinks that a 50m rope 
might just stretch but to be sure 
a 60m length seems advisable. 
Campbell's companion was A. 
Moses. Also here Allen Fyffe 
and Andy Cunningham climbed 
the obvious variation start to 
The Pin which curves in from the 
left at E 1 5b. 
Over on Stac An Fharaidh Ado 

Liddell and team climbed The 
Three A 's (E1 5b), a route which 
finds a line between Whispers 
and Bellows to reach a fine 
upper section with an arete on 
superb holds. 

In the Northern Carries, of 
interest is Andy Nisbet's 
summer ascent of one ef last 
winter's superb routes Deep 
Throat at V. Diff - the things 
some people get up to! 
Along the road at Farrleitter 

Crag, Martin Burrows-Smith has 
apparently been busy plugging 
any remaining gaps producing 
some quite hard routes whilst at 

Creag Dubh, Richard Mansfield 
and Jim Kerr have added a 
couple of lines to the wall left of 
Brass on Waterfall Wall. 
Further south at Creag an Dubh 

Loch Cannibal was repeated by 
Rick Campbell and Paul 
Thorburn who felt that the grade 
should be upped to E6. 

Outcrops 
At Craig-y-Barns, Dunkeld 

some more bolt protected routes 
have been added . On Myopics 
Buttress, the crag containing the 
old aid route Coathanger, two 
lines were climbed; the left-hand 
one was the work of Ian Cropley 
at F7b+/7c whilst the right-hand 
one was the work of Duncan 
McCall um at F7b+. Since the 
crag is extremely steep and lies 
about 20m from the road just 
round the corner from Polney 
Crag the routes are readily 
accessible and have become 
instantly popular, especially the 
right-hand one which has seen 
much traffic including on sight 
flashes from Murray Hamilton 
and Dave Cuthbertson . The first 
bolts are usually "stick clipped", 
one Edinburgh notable having a 
telescopic fishing rod 
particularly suited for the job. 
On the lower tier of Cave Crag 

two short but powerful bolt 
problems have been added just 
left of Civer. Rab Anderson 
retro -bolted Stay Hungry to give 
a popular F7a+ whilst just to its 
right Kenny Spence added The 
Shoddy Body (F7b) which after a 
repeat by Anderson saw a fine 
flash by 16 year old Malcolm 
Smith; Dave Cuthbertson also 

pulled out a good on sight flash . 
On the upper tier the bolt lines 

of Marlene and Silk Purse see 
much traffic with the latter at 
F7c+ receiving an ascent from 
Carol Hamilton . 

At Dumbarton Rock the dank 
and dingy leaning wall which 
never sees the sun around the 
arete from Fever Pitch was 
brought into the light by Mark 
McGowan when he climbed a 
fine bolt protected line just left 
of the arete, Tarrier (F7c+) has 
also been repeated by Andy 
Gallagher. 

Dalachy Quarry in Fife was 
rediscovered during the early 
part of the year and a number of 
bolt protected climbs were 
added. This is a fairly unique 
place to say the least and is best 
described as a shoe-box cut into 
the hillside and safe from the 
elements. In quarrying the 
sandstone the quarrymen have 
cut straight into the hillside 
leaving totally smooth walls 
with nothing to offer the climber 
apart from some old aid routes. 
However, a creative mind and a 
power drill have transformed the 
hole into an outdoor climbing 
wall safe from the rain . 
Unfortunately there are some 
negative points; condensation 
can affect the rock; the 
sandstone is very soft; in winter 
it's cold which with no warm up 
route means that one has to be 
wary of injury; and in summer 
the vegetation at the mouth of 
the hole can make it rather 
gloomy and oppressive . Still, 
one can't have everything and 
Dalachy is a useful wet weather 
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Grant Farquhar on Gone With The Wind (E6 6b), Creag A 'Bhancair. 
Photo: Gary Latter. 

amenity. There are 5 routes all 
on the right-hand wall and from 
left to right these are: F7a, F7a, 
F7a, F7b & F7b+, the work of 
Duncan McCallum, Ian Cropley 
and Johnnie May. 

In Torridon a new crag on 
Seana Mheallan was developed 
by Rab and Chris Anderson with 
the addition of 31 routes - see 
article. 
A Glenmore Lodge team are 

busy beavering away on yet 
another new crag somewhere in 
the North West, details to be 
released next year. Last year's 
development at Ardmair has 
proved popular and a few new 
routes have also been added. 
Out at Reiff yet more routes 

continue to be added to the 
hundreds already in existence. 
Andy Cunningham, Richard 
Mansfield, Neil Ritchie and Allen 
Fyffe have all been active and as 
well as a number of easier 
routes there have also been 
some very good hard routes. 
This year's routes tend to be on 
the crags further out. 

On Lower Thollaidh Crag at , 
Poolewe North West Orient 
climbs directly to the belay on 
Gudgeon then takes the arete to 
its right, E4 5b,6a, Rab and Chris 
Anderson. 

Over on Skye, on Sgurr Hain, 
opposite Slaven, Tom 
Walkington and Alistair 
Cunningham added some routes 
to a fine south facing crag which 
is about a mile north of 
Camasunary bothy. Five lines 
ranging from VS - E4 were 
added varying from 30m - 140m 
in length. The rock is very good 
and there is apparently scope for 
more. 
The frontal face of The Bhasteir 

Tooth has a very obvious 
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crackline running up to it and 
this was climbed by Steve Hill at 
E3 6a, Rainbow Warrior. At.the 
other end of the Cuillins; ·on 
Vulcan Wall, Kev Howett and 
Tom Prentice added Uhuru, a 
superb E2 5b,5c taking the 
central crackline. On Sgurr An 
Fheadain's SW Face, left of 
Waterpipe Gully, Grahame 
Nicol, Kirsty Noble and Alf 
Chamings climbed Dykehead 
Hotel, an E3 4c,5c,4b in between 
Revelation and Retribution. 
Winter will be upon us again 

shortly and unreported from last 
winter are the following:-

On the Cobbler the summer 
line of Deadmans Groove gave a 
superb V to Rab Anderson and 
Rob Milne whilst Incubator (V) 
went to Tom Prentice, Rab and 
Chris Anderson. 

Up in Torridon on Liathach's 
Northern Pinnacles an obvious 
chimney and ramp line on the 
buttress right of Right Hand 
Trinity Gully gave Rab and Chris 
Anderson Holy Trinity (IV). In 
Coire Mhic Fearchair Andy 
Nisbet and Sandy Allen found 
an alternate finish to Central 
Buttress by going round right 
then back up diagonally left, IV. 

In Coire an t-Sneachda up in 
Alladins Couloir a crackline and 
bulging arnte right of Babes in 
the Wood gave Graeme Ettie 
and Dave Mccutcheon Nightline 
(VNI) . Also here on the Mess of 
Pottage the summer severe of 
Wachacha up the left-hand slabs 
went at easy V to Andy Nisbet 
and John Lyall whilst on Fiacaiil 
Buttress the chimney left of 
Jailbreak went to Andy 
Cunningham and Allen Fyffe. 
On Cairn Etchachan Snakebite 
(V) c·limbs a corner left of Norn 
de Plume, Lyall and Nisbet. A 

EVENTS 

Victor Victorious 

Victor Saunders (left) with Pat Harding and Dermot Somers. 
Photo: Ed Douglas. (For the rest of this photograph see page 46.) 

large number of new routes 
have been climbed in the 
Cairngorms since the present 
edition of the guide came out 
and hopefully by the time the 
winter has started the next 
edition of the guide, 
incorporating supplement, will 
be on the shelves. 
Rab Anderson 

Boardman-Tasker 
Mountaineering Literature Prize 
1990 
Tuesday, 16th October. 5 pm. 

In a draughty garret high above 
the damp and dirty streets of 
London Town, a part-time party
goer's reverie is disturbed by a 
news bulletin. 'The Booker Prize 
this year goes to .. .' The Booker 
Prize. The Booker Prize? The 
Booker Prize! Oh no! I'd missed 
it. But who won? A.S. Byatt. 
Never heard of him. What's he 
ever climbed? 

Wednesday, 17th October. 
11.59 am. Like that literary 
chappie once said, "To err is 
human." 1f you want to win the 
Booker Prize get educated at 
Oxford, work in a university and 
write about dead literary heroes. 
If you want to win the 
Boardman-Tasker Prize travel 
thousands of miles, climb 
impossible peaks, convince a 
publisher that any of this is 
interesting and then find a biro. 
The room -at a New Bond Street 
address I was now entering 
seemed to be full of the latter 
category. Whipping out my 
Climbing Who's Who (Diadem, 
£99.99) I scanned the motley 
crew. In the corner was young 
Victor Saunders, an architect by 
profession, whose new work 
Elusive Summits is a stylistically 
ironical (or was that ironically 
stylised?) poke in the ribs of the 
expedition book genre. 
Saunders had the strong 
support of the wall, his wife 
Maggie and the knowledge that 
two previous winners, Roger 
Mear and Stephen Venables, 
had lived in his house. The 
atmosphere of Islington seems 
most favourable, indeed 
auspicious, to the aspirations of 
mountaineering, literary fellows. 

Odds at 3-1 and as such a good 
bet. 
Moving inexorably towards the 

drinks table I spotted a Celtic 
visage that could only belong to 
Dermot Somers, author of 
Mountains and Other Ghosts, a 
collection of his short stories. 
Dermot was also a hot favourite 
in a year when Celtic Soul has 
made it big . A sort of climbing 
Van Morrison, without the belly, 
I hasten to add. Somers has an 
extremely powerful, often bleak 
style that is balanced by a deep 
sympathy with the human 
condition . The punters' choice 
at Evens. 

Elsewhere in the paddock I 
spotted Pat, wife of Mike 
Harding, representing the great 
man in his absence and Dave 
Harris whose novel Vortex 
appears in One Step in the 
Clouds, the new anthology of 
Climbing Fiction recentiy 
published by Diadem. The form 
book had Mike as a likely 
outsider but my ignorance of 
Harris' work had him down as a 
dark horse. And before long 
they were under starter's orders. 

I do apologise if my irreverence 
irritates, but it seems an 
invidious task to judge between 
books that are so different and 
so good and while it has a 
beneficial effect on the wider 
sphere, I don't think anyone 
should take it too seriously. And 
indeed it was a happy occasion. 
Friends re-acquainted, bottles 
broached, food consumed, 
contracts arranged, ideas 
mooted and everything set in 
motion so that next year's event 
already had a rough outline 
before this year's was history. 

Chris Bonington called the 
throng to order and Robin 
Hodgkin, spokesman for fellow 
judges Lucy Rees and Rob 
Collister, revealed the winner to 
be Victor Saunders by a short · 
head. Almost immediately most 
of the group departed for the 
boozer. I wonder if Beryl 
Bainbridge and Antonia Byatt 
nipped round the corner for a 
sociable pint after the Booker 
was announced? I think we 
should be told. 
Ed Douglas 



OBITUARY 

Bill March 

Bill March 1941-1990 

1966. It is, naturally, raining in 
Dunoon and a bunch of us are 
waiting outside the Director's 
office at the Ben more Adventure 
Centre, waiting to see who will 
get the one advertised 
instructor's job. Next to me is 
seated a tall, slightly balding 
character whose sharp London 
rags (charcoal suit, mustard 
waistcoat and winkle-pickers) 
made my jeans look like they've 
just lost me the job. I eye him 
up disgruntledly, deciding he 
looks much too dapper to be a 
real climber. Then the Principal 
comes out to say we'll be 
working together - he's going to 
hire us all. "Let's get a pint and 
go climbing," says the 
Londoner, and I've just met Big 
Bill March . 

Photo: John Cleare. 

Bill believes in living life with 
gusto and it turns out that he 
orders his pints of heavy by the 
pair! The rest of us climb the 
local mica schist because it's all 
that's there but Bill seems to 
revel in the moss and the damp 
and the wild misty glens. When 
we slow down, he goes out with 
the local shepherd to tramp the 
hills after strays. " If you think 
you're fit," says Bill , "try to keep 
up with McVicker over Beinn 
Bhreac." 

Somehow, in between his 
frantic weekends down in 
England with the Rock and Ice 
(tough as teak - and twice as 
thick) and regular trips to the 
Coe, we work out the details of 
his first book: "Improvised 
Techniques in Mountain 
Rescue", and we teach 
ourselves to aid climb. On a 

quick trip to practice on Kilnsey, 
he steals my dog's dinner when 
he sees the vegetarian fare I 
have provided. 
Bill's proudest moment from 

those days comes, not from the 
new routes, but from the time 
we stop the Du noon ferry on the 
Clyde. We are in our kayaks 
halfway between Du noon and 
Gou rock when we decide to 
practice a rescue. I capsize into 
the sea and, instead of a 
textbook retrieval, Bill decides to 
add some pizzas by tipping over 
as well. As the ferry bears down 
to "save" us, we invent a new, 
dual, self-righting manoeuvre 
and speed away to a chorus of 
angry horn blasts. 
All too soon, the pranks are 

over and we are forced to get a 
bit more serious about life. I 
quit for dry Colorado and Bill 
leaves for Loughborough 
College. 
To earn his purple tracksuit, he 

had to get into top, physical 
shape and when he arrived at 
Glenmore Lodge as its new 
Deputy, he unleashed another 
bout of frantic activity. Johnny 
Cunningham had been 
practising ice climbing on 
Antarctic icebergs and now he 
and Bill launched the new 'front
pointing' craze. Those classic 
photos by John Cleare show 
some strange Chouinard 
prototype tools, bendy 
crampons - and a lot of steep 
ice. Folks had been 
cramponning on neve for a 
while but Bill and Johnny took it 
all onto the hard, brittle water
ice. Routes like Window 
Buttress, The Chancer and the 
elusive testpiece will never 
really be easy. 

Glenmore Lodge is renowned, 
not only for the Thin Blue Line 
but also for rhe beauty of its 
domestic staff - and when Bill 
left in '73 he was married to 
Karen, a Canadian lass, and they 
headed for Pocatello, Idaho. 
Two years of a Masters degree, 
the Run Don't Walk Couloir and 
assorted Teton routes were 
capped by a more typical epic. 
His jerry-rigged sailing-canoe
catamaran was caught by a late 
Fall storm and, in one swift 
blast, blown all the way over to 
Mt. Moran. 
Meanwhile, Plas-y-Brenin had 

finally lost the services of John 
Jackson and Bill arrived home, 
"student of the year", to take 
over as Director. It's probably 
impossible for climbers to even 
faintly imagine the fierce, 
internecine politics that can rage 
around the National Centres. 
Bill brought his own unique 
brand of management to such 
issues as climbers' union 
negotiations, Welsh feral goats 
dumping on the front lawn and 
suchlike seemingly fringe 
matters. 

Karen's home country, 

refreshingly far away, was 
beckoning enticingly and so Bill 
seized the opportunity offered 
by the University of Calgary to 
coordinate their Outdoor 
Pursuits Programme. I just 
happened to be a mere 1500 
miles and a phone call away in 
Colorado and we were soon 
back in action together. 
The Rocky Mountains are a bit 

larger than the Argyll hills and 
the winters are somewhat colder 
but the thrill of rediscovery 
brought the same, well
remembered ecstasy. We aimed 
for the big ice classics that Bugs 
McKeith and the Calgary 'Brits' 
had pioneered - Takakkaw, Polar 
Circus and the locally inspired 
Slipstream. 

Back in '77 they were seldom 
climbed and "full pitch vertical" 
was still enough for a whole 
new world of challenge and 
adventure. 

One of the great pleasures of 
life is to climb with someone 
that you don't have to worry 
about. With Bill it seemed that 
half the climb was already done. 
What more natural than to peak 
this lifetime of endeavour on the 
Roof of the World7 The 1982 
Canadian Mt. Everest Expedition 
provided the opportunity for a 
glorious escalation of our 
adventures together. As 
"training climbs", we nipped up 
a new glacier route on 
Chimborazo and made a serious 
attempt on the SW Buttress of 
Nuptse. 
Then Bill was elected 

expedition leader and maybe we 
should both have paid more 
attention to Shipton's famous 
advice. Tragedy struck a strong 
group and broke it into two. I 
died twice and, with some 
others, limped out of Nepal and, 
to a large degree, out of Bill's 
life. Bill stayed on and his team 
made it to the top. The final 
route was irrelevant - any 
Himalayan climber knows that 
"there are no victors, only 
survivors". 

Back in Canada, Bill spent his 
time consolidating his career 
and spreading the word on 
Everest. Then the world pressed 
in and, although Bill still 
knocked off the occasional 
horror like Pomme d'Or in 
Quebec, he came to spend more 
and more time with his family. 
He helped Karen battle for her 
health, becoming immersed in a 
challenge that made the 
mountains seem insignificant 
and ephemeral. Just when they 
had it under control, Bill died of 
an aneurism, unexpected and 
unpredictable. 

I remember Bill as a friend 
who, for a time, tapped with me 
a source of raw, wild and 
unexpurgated energy. Rest in 
Peace. 

Rusty Baillie 
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NEV\T ENGLAND ,. 

by .Jim Shimberg 
Cherie Norton on East Face Slab. Mount Willard , New Hampshire. Photo.Ted Hammond. 



The mountains of New Hampshire, Maine and Vermont are beautiful places to climb 
especially when the ice of deep winter etches a crystalline sheen into the trees and hills. 
For alpinist or pure ice climber, the reliability of climbable conditions from late 
November to early April makes the excursion to Northern New England well worth 
the expense and effort. There 's a lot on offer: early season ice climbing in Tuckerman 
and Huntington Ravines on Mt. Washington; ice cragging at Frankenstein Cliff or 
Rumney, or Vermont's excellent ice at Smuggler's Notch or Lake Willoughby. So it's 
easy to see why a New England ice climber can get so much done in a season. 
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Left: Gary Oines on rhe chilly 5.7 roi·k pirch 
of Called on Account of Rains, Lake 
Willoughhy, Vermo111. Pharo: Chris Duhe. 
Right Top: Felix Modugno leading rhejirsr 
pirch of Big Science (NE/ 5, 5.8). Pharo: Paul 
Boissoneault. Below Right: The classic falls 
of Repentance and Remission at Cathedral. 
Photo: Rick Wilcox. 

The New England ice scene is popular: climbers 
from the East Coast and the Midwest crave our 
conditions, so the crags of New Hampshire and 
Vennont can get crowded, but climbers are be
ginning to venture further afield more often, to 
Maine and Quebec, as the roads improve. De
spite the myriad of routes to choose from, how
ever, some climbs may be done 50 times or more 
per season but others not even once. 
Access to cliffs can vary. Frankenstein Cliff at 
Crawford Notch has superior ice routes only 
fifteen minutes from the car. Contrast this with 
Mount Garfield; steep two or three pitch icefalls 
requiring a day of backcountry skiing and 
snowshoeing to get to the base. New England has 
it all: - it can be below zero on Mount Washing
ton and a balmy thirty degrees in the valley, so 
it's possible to do an ice route in the morning and 
a rock climb in the afternoon! 

The spate of recent development has been on 
difficult mixed routes and steep pillars of water 
ice. John Bouchard set the style for climbing 
hard ice and mixed routes quickly and climbers 
such as Randy Rackcliff, John Tremblay, Kurt 
Winkler, Tom Non is, Chris Dube, Ted Hammond 
and others have continued this hard and fast 
trend. 

The weather in Northern New England is noto
rious for it 's ferocity and winter blizzards make 
the White Mountains of New Hampshire a fro
zen arctic wasteland. Thus on long routes just 
two people make a logical team - otherwise you 
can be frozen to the bone on belays. Speed and 
safety go hand in hand in winter and several 
parties have completed two grade 5 ice routes or 
more in a day. Chris Dube and Tom Coe did the 
Black Dike and Fafnir, Ted Hammond and 
Bradley White The Last Gentleman and The 
Promenade, and many people have done all the 
Huntington Ravine gullies in a day. Andy Tuthill 
and Steve Larson, in March 1984, climbed The 
Black Dike , Standard Route at Frankenstein, 
Repentance at Cathedral and Pinnacle Gully (by 
moonlight) on the same day. 
It 's interesting to note that in just the same way 

that novice rock climbers are doing 5. IO rock 
routes in their first season, new icemen and 
women are going straight onto hard winterclimbs 
in New England. With the availability of several 
guide schools in the Mount Washington Valley, 
ice climbing is becoming more and more popu
lar. Learning to lead ice routes takes practice, but 
sharper titanium and stainless steel ice screws 
make one-handed screwing a real option on 
those steep curtains of ice. As the technology has 
improved in terms of ice tools and clothing, more 
climbers are able to do more climbs. As Rick 
Wilcox, one of New England's ice pioneers, 
points out, "The pressure is off in terms of the 
vertical pillars." In other words, we know they 
can be done in excellent style and in good time. 

New Hampshire 
The White Mountains of New Hampshire pro

vide a multitude of winter climbing possibilities 
- our "Notches" or mountain passes are draped 
with many ice flows. Franconia Notch is home 
to Cannon, with Black Dike (IV NE! 5), the most 
popular. Across the valley are smaller icefalls 
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such as Ace of Spades , (II NEI 4+) and Overbid, 
(II NEI 4+). Kinsman Notch and Evan's Notch 
are beautiful regions with plenty of climbable 
ice. but it is Crawford Notch which has become 
our ice cragging playground, a winter wonder
land for mountaineer, alpinist and ice climber 
alike. There's something for everyone here, 
from cross-country skiing or bi~ing, to snow and 
ice couloirs, to steep vertical ice routes. 
Crawford Notch is home to Frankenstein Cliff, 

a veritable jewel of ice climbing in the North 
East. Accordingly, there may be many climbers 
queueing up to ascend Standard Route (II NEI 
3+) or Chia (I NEI 3+). The South Face, in a 
good ice season , contains many steep and worth
while routes from which to choose. The amphi
theatre of Frankenstein is usually full of blue 
water ice. Such routes include: Pegasus (I NEI 
3-4), The Ca\'e Route.(l NEI 3+) and Bob's De
light(l NEl4). Dracula (II NEI4+) andDropline 
(II NE! 5) are two of the hard climbs at 
Frankenstein Cliff which come into shape for 
several months each winter. Near the top of 
Crawford Notch is Mount Willard-Cinema Gully, 
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(II NE! 2) and Hitchcock Gully (I NEI 3) are 
popular routes on this south-facing slab. Willard 
also has steep ice climbs on the east face such as 
Great Madness, (II NEI 5) and Gully #I (II NEI 
4) . 

Mount Webster is famous for long snow and 
ice gullies with long approaches and descents . 
For the mountaineer, an ascent of Shoestring Gully 
(III NEI 2) on Webster makes for an excellent 
day. Willey' sSlide is a low-angle slab with plenty 
of ice all winter; an excellent location to learn the 
art of ice climbing. Mount Avalon and Mount 
Tom have varied routes with longer approaches 
than the typical Crawford Notch venture. 
In the winters of 1985-86, 1986-87 and 1987-88 

Bradley White and myself endured the long 
approach to the icefalls of Mount Garfield ' s 
South West Face. A seven mile ski or hike, 
followed by a two mile snowshoe to the base of 
the cliff, typified our approach to this remote ice 
climbing. With dogged persistence we finally 
succeeded in 1987, by climbing Garfield's plum 
- The Big One, (III NE! 5). Other routes on 
Garfield include Posthole Alfonso, (II NE! 4+) , 

Left: Dennis Tefft 011 the first ascent of 
Paula's Lament (NE/ 3), North Basin of 
Katahdin. Photo: Kurt Winkler. 

Mad Dog, (III NEI 5) and Sick Pup, (II NE! 5). 
For mountaineers seeking to live in the moun
tains and train for routes in Alaska or Peru, 
Garfield's Southwest face is a good choice. 

The Mount Washington Valley is world fa
mous for scenic beauty . An international rock 
climbing area, Whitehorse and Cathedral Ledges 
are celebrated locales for climbers wishing to 
sample Conway granite. Yet even with an indoor 
climbing wall at Mount Cranmore beckoning, 
the winter climber cannot pass up a chance to 
tiptoe their way up Repentance (III NEI 5+ ). This 
Cathedral classic takes a while to form but once 
it does , gets many ascents. Remission (IV NEI 
5+) sister ice route to Repentance, is more dif
ficult still but much sought after. These two 
climbs coat Cathedral in twin icicles of unpar
alleled beauty. 

Cathedral Ledge has winter routes encom
passing all varieties of rock and ice climbing. 
The upper left wall , home to many fine crack 
climbs in warmer times, ices over in a good year 
to create vertical pillars such as Nomad Crack (II 
NEI 5+) and Chicken Delight (I NEI 5). The 
large gully splitting Cathedral Ltdge is The Big 
Flush (IINEI4). The popular Goof er' s Direct(II 
NE! 3+) just right of The Big Flush, has a direct 
variationcalledSuperGoofer(III NEI 5-). Many 
of the summer rock climbs have been climbed in 
the winter, Standard Route (III NEI 4) being 
completed often while Diagonal (III NEI 5, 5.6) 
gets a few ascents. Many of Cathedral ' s long aid 
or free routes have been done in the winter, or at 
least attempted. These mixed routes are very 
difficult but, needless to say, very rewarding if 
successful. 

Whitehorse Ledge has an immense slab and a 
steep south buttress. The slabs provide mixed 
routes with generally poor protection, following 
the lines of the summer rock climbs. As Wilcox 
points out in An Ice Climber's Guide To North
ern New England, snow conditions and chance 
of slab avalanche make the Whitehorse Slab 
more serious than Willey's Slide . 
Ed Webster utilized progressive thinking on the 

first ascent of Endangered Species, (III NEI 4+, 
5.8) at Whitehorse Ledge. Attempting to reach 
an icicle high on the route, Webster climbed the 
Eradicate Dike using his rock shoes as inners for 
his double boots. According to Kurt Winkler, 
this was a breakthrough climb. On the first 
ascent of Soul Sun•ivor(III , NEI 5) at Humphrey 's 
Ledge (January 1982), Winkler realized the 
possibilities were endless after he and Dennis 
Ellshon climbed the free-hanging pillar of that 
route. The South Buttress ofWhitehorse requires 
optimal ice and snow-melt conditions to ice up; 
if cold weather prevails the choice routes are The 
Myth of'Sisyphus (IV NE! 5) and An Alchemist's 
Dream (Ill NEI 4). Certainly many possibilities 
exist for new mixed routes on Whitehorse 's 
South Buttress, and as with Cathedral , many of 
the rock climbs have been climbed or attempted 
in winter. 
The southern White Mountains region includes 

the Baker River Valley - Newfound Lake and 
Rumney ·being the two most popular and acces
sible areas. Newfound Lake is an ice cpg wiih 
a two minute approach from the road and a lovely 



Right: Jim Shimberg on Fafnir (IV NE! 5), 
Cannon Cliff Photo: Mike Rheaume. 
Below: Chris Dube ponders the next moves on 
Quartet Ice Hose (NEJ 5, 5.7, AO), Cannon 
Cliff, New Hampshire . Photo: Larry Sodano. 

view of ice houses on the frozen lake below. 
Routes such as Red Headwall (I NEI 5) and 
Duofold (I NEI 4) were first climbed by Chris 
Hassig, Bob Pike and other Rumney climbers in 
the late 70's. Typified by bolted sport rock 
climbs on overhanging schist, Rumney was called 
Rattlesnake for many years. Winter climbers led 
by Hassig found equally steep icicles at the 
"Snake". Routes such as Franky Lee (I NE! 5) in 
the Meadows at Rumney and Learning Dis
abilities (I NEI 4) at the Main Cliff are Hassig 
classics . Other ice climbs include the popular 
Cm•e Route (I NE! 3) Fangmanship , (I NEI15-) 
and The Geographic Factor (I NEI 5+ ). Routes 
in the southern White Mountains of New 
Hampshire take longer to form and melt away 
sooner than climbs in the colderrealm of Crawford 
Notch. 
Cannon Cliff's spectacular East Face provides 

an alpine setting for winter mountaineering in 
Franconia Notch. With Interstate 93 allowing 
speedy transport to within an hour of the cliff 
base, Cannon has become an increasingly popu
lar dest ination in the 80's. Groups of climbers 
waiting todo The Black Dike (IV NE! 5) are often 
lined up at the base on many winter weekends. A 
mid-week day seems the best opportunity to 
avoid crowds and climb the Dike with nobody 
above you. The reason for its popularity is 
simple - the route is tremendous. Steep ice and 
difficult mixed climbing offer the winter climber 
classic alpinism. The Black Dike will remain a 
challenge to climbers in the nineties as its fun
damental nature, even with modern gear, remains 
the same. 

Want to try something different on Cannon? 
Faji1ir (IV NE! 5) or Lila (IV NE! 5,A2) are 
difficult mixed climbs north of the Dike. A good 
way to avoid the crowds on the Dike as well. 
Routes such as Omega (IV NE_! 5+) and Quartet 
Ice Hose (IV NE! 4+) are formed more rarely but 

are severe mixed routes and seldom completed 
for a variety of reasons. As with the routes in the 
Mount Washington Valley, many of Cannon 's 
rock climbs have been done or attempted in 
winter. The trend toward big wall free climbs has 
influenced winter climbers on Cannon, with 
routes such as the VMC Direct-Direct and 
Labyrinth Wall being climbed free or nearly free 
in the winter. Less steep routes such as Old 
Cannon and Weissner's both II 5.6, provide ex
cellent training for longer mixed adventures. 
The classic Whitney-Gilman Ridge (II 5.7), in
volves mixed climbing and snow-covered rock 
climbing perched precariously over The Black 
Dike. Overall the winter climbing on Cannon 
Cliff is serious and committing; the storms of 
Franconia Notch can make any ascent more 
difficult. 
Mount Washington is Northern New England's 

highest mountain at 6,288 feet. The weather in 
the Presidential Range of the White Mountains 
can be severe; there have been avalanches in both 
Huntington 's and Tuckerman 's Ravine, ai1d the 
severe winds have been well-documented. Mount 

Washington routes require a long approach to the 
base of the ravine, and a long descent after 
climbing, but the climbs are worth the extra 
effort. The classic Pinnacle Gully (II/III NE! 3+) 
is another route where an early start will pay off. 
Many climbers will leave Pinkham Notch at 
3a.m. or stay at the Harvard cabin to avoid 
climbing behind others on this superior route. 
Other Huntington's gullies include Odell's 
Gully (II NE! 3) , North Gully (II NE! 3) and 
Damnation Gully (Ill NE! 3). These routes are 
mountaineering favourites among most winter 
climbers. Tuckennan 's Ravine has climbable 
ice in November and December but fills with 
snow later on , much to the delight of the skiing 
enthusiast who attempts the famous headwall. 
The Tuckerman's Ravine routes range from I 
NE! I to III NE! 4 depending on conditions in the 
bowl. Heed the rangers' advice regarding ava
lari.che danger in either glacial cirque. 

Vermont 
The west face of Mount Pisgah, towering over 

Lake Willoughby. Vennont, offers difficult and 
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lengthy routes for the experienced ice climber on 
steep curtains or free-standing pillars of ice. 
Climbs to the north of Pisgah include the 
Mindbender amphitheatre: Plug and Chug, 
Mindhender and Renormali:ation, grade 4+, 5+ 
and 4 respectively. Further south the seldom 
formed first pitch of Culled On Account of Rains 
(IV NEI 5+ ), may require The ledge Approach 
(III NEI- 5) to avoid the initial mixed madness. 
Further down the cliff are the gigantic icefalls of 
The Last Gentleman (IV NEI 5) and The Prom
enade (IV NEI 5+). Both routes are impressive 
and intimidating; steep ice climbs where strength 
and endurance will be tested, not to mention 
technique. Left of The Gentleman is Who's Who 
In Outer Space, south of The Promenade is Reign 
()/Terror(III NEI 5). The popular Twenty Below 
ZeroCully(III NEI 4+) and Class Menagerie(III 
NEI 5) are located in the next amphitheatre to the 
south. At the far right end of Pisgah are the mis
named "Practice Slabs", so called because they 
are the easiest climbs there. These climbs range 
form NEI3 to NEI 4 and are excel lent and worth
while routes which need re-naming. 
Newer routes at 'The Lake' include Bullwinkle 

(NEI 5) High L(!e (III NEI 5), Aurora (NEI 5) 
and others to be included in Wilcox's updated 
guidebook, hopefully published by 1992. Suf
fice to say that the newer Pisgah routes will be 
desperate ice and mixed routes along the lines 
ofWho's Who or Rains. Ted Hammond and 
George Lutz did the second ascent of Mark 
Richey 's route on Pisgah, Who's Who In Outer 
Space (IV NE! 5). Lutz led the first pitch - " a 
one-inch thick glass sheet" as Hammond recalls. 
After two bogus tied-off screws, Lutz gets up to 
where the ice is eight inches thick and places a 
screw. Fifteen feet above, he decides to fall. .. 
Hammond's dynamic body belay keeps the screw 
intact and saves Lutz from a ground fall to the 
frozen turf. Undeterred, Lutz climbs back up and 
finishes his desperate lead! While George is 
following the next pitch, Ted hears him cry out 
for slack - and drops him 25 feet like a diving 
fish! One of Lutz 's wooden-handled tools had 
broken and he wasn't yelling for slack at all 1 

Hammond led the final column and they com
pleted the route. Such near epics are not uncom
mon at Lake Willoughby. 
Willoughby will certainly remain in the minds 

and dreams of winter climbers for many years to 
come. A successful ascent of a big route here 
guarantees the ice climber a great measure of 
happiness and sense of achievement. These 
routes don't come easy. 
Ven11ont has anotherwinterclimbing area which 

is often overshadowed by the immensity of 
Pisgah. Smuggler's Notch, located near the 
Stowe ski resort , has excellent ice climbing for 
climbers of all abilities. Although, more recently , 
Bouchard and Zajchowski brought this area into 
the limelight, climbers have been doing winter 
routes at Smuggler's since the mid-sixties or 
earlier. The setting is peaceful and alpine. and 
the Long Trail through the Gre_ei1 Mountains of 
Vermont is not far away. Recommended routes 
include Blind Fate. (III NE! 4), Norton-Cilmey, 
(II NE! 4), Blue Ice Bulge , (II NEI 3) and the area 
near the 'Elephant ' s Head '. 

Maine 
Northern Maine is a rugged and wild place. 

Katahdin lies within Baxter State Park, has an 
elevation of 5,267 feet, and is a remote and 
isolated ice climbing and mountaineering desti 
nation. The approach itself requires at least a 
day, and the Park Authority regulates the area 
carefully. The rangers want to know who is on 
the mountain , and what they are doing on the 
mountain. The camping fees are about $5.00 per 
night for lean-to sites, more for bunkhouse lodg-
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ing. There is a requirement for at least four 
members in each climbing group, but climbers 
can split up into parties of two (they frown on 
soloing) for ice routes. Regardless of the bureau
cratic hassle and struggle to put together a party 
of four, the trip is well worth it. Katahdin is a 
pristine wilderness envi1w1ment: a big mountain 
settled in the wilds of northern Maine. Those 
who visit seldom want to leave. 
The weather can be extreme in Northern Maine 

too. and proper gear is essential for an enjoyable 
and safe trip. The area has been called a 'mini
ature Alps· by many climbers due to significant 
objective dangers. In 1988 I was avalanched off 
the Cille\'-Barher Ro111e (IV NEI 4 ). because my 
partner Jody Crawford and I were ignorant of 
snow build-up conditions. Fortunately I grabbed 
an ice screw and held on. We retreated sheep
ishly with only two pitches to rappel, and moved 
along to the Pamola Ice Cliffs. My · ambition 
over-rode my judgement. and it was a valuable 
lesson. 
Katahdin ·s bowlso·rbasinscontain many climbs: 

the East Face or South Basin includes the Ciller
Barher. The Callery Rowe(IV NEI 3+) and 
Waterfc11/C11lly(IVNEI 4+ ). One important thing 
to remember is that many of the South Basin 
routes are inter-crossed by a network of snow 
gullies which empty into each other. Thus the 
threat of snow build-up and avalanche can be 
extreme. The nice thing about many of these 
climbs is that several top out near the very 
summit of Baxter Peak. 

The North Basin is a long way from Chimney 
Pond. Getting an early start to climb a route such 
as Black Fly (IV NEI 5) is important. The North 
Basin of Katahdin has much potential for new 
routes , climbs requiring great ice climbing and 
mixed climbing skills. The Pamala Ice Cliffs 
rise above Chimney Pond steeply and offer shorter 
but very steep ice climbs such as Walk 011 The 

Wild Side (IINEI 5) and Stairway To Hem •en (II 
NE! 4+ ). The descent from the Pamola Ice Cliffs 
can be troublesome ; scope out the way down 
before climbing your route . No matter what 
climbs you choose to do, Katahdin to many 
climbers is a trip of a lifetime and one of the 
premier climbing locations in the United States. 

Conclusions 
Why come to New England during the winter'.1 

Because there ' s lots of ice here' Winterclimbing 
in the North East provides not merely a collec
tion of frozen waterfalls and snow gullies but a 
wilderness of hills and valleys with endless vari
ety. And if a warm thaw strikes New Hampshire. 
the mountains ·of Maine and Quebec are within 
reach by bus or automobile, and sure to be "in 
good nick". The Adirondack Mountains of 
upstate New York. especially the Keene Valley. 
drip with glistening sparkles of blue water ice. 
Northern Vermont will continue to be a mecca 
for seasoned ice climbers testing their ability 
against the vertical world of The Lake. The 
climbing community is friendly and the moun
tain shops and local guides are always willing to 
offer advice and winter route recommendations. 
The climate in northern New England may be 
harsh. but the people arc warm and hospitable. 
Thus an overseas visitor on a climbing holiday in 
the North Eastern United States is in for a real 
treat. Who could ask for more •) 

Maps and Information reprinted with permission 
from An Ice Climbers Guide to Northern New 
England by Rick Wilcox 
Copyrigl11 l9R2. 
Information For Climbers Visiting New Eng
land: 
I. The cheapest flights leave Gatwick or 
Heathrow and fly to Logan airport in Bost~n . 
Massachusetts. From Boston. rental cars are 



Left: Randy Rackcliff on Last Gentleman, 
Pisgah , Vermont. Photo: Jim Shim/Jerg. 
Above: Paul Boissoneault leading Way in The 
Wilderness (NE/ 4+), winter 1979. Photo: 
Steve Larson. Right Top: Henry Bar/Jer 
topping 0111 on the first ascent of Ghost at 
Cannon Cliff in /973. Photo: Ric/.: Wilcox. 
Below Right: George Hurley following 
Repentence (NE/ 5), at Cathedral Ledge. 
Photo: Kurt Winkler. 

available or Concord Trailways has hourly bus 
service to North Conway, New Hampshire, .a 
one-way ticket costing $27.00. 
2. Once in North Conway, lodging is available 
depending on budget and itinerary. Cranmore 
Lodge has rooms starting at $25, while John 
Bouchard's climber's cabin, located between 
Whitehorse and Cathedral, cost~ $3 per night. 
Call Bouchard at Wild Things - 603 356-6907. 
Camping is available along the Kancamagus 
Highway, route 112, at various campgrounds 
including Covered Bridge campground near 
Sundown Ledge. Climbers have been known to 
camp near the base of Cathedral or Whitehorse 
Ledges, or set up a tent wherever they can find 
open ground. With a low profile there is no 
problem. 
3. A restaurant/pub in North Conway, 
Horsefeathers. has a buffet with free food at the 
5pm ·Happy Hour·. Other such deals can be 
found with a little imagination. 
4. The International Mountain Climbing School, 
IMCS. has two British guides - Nik Yardley and 
Gerry Handren - who will be happy to assist 
c limbers visiting Conway from overseas. Marc 
Chauvin and Rick Wi I cox wil I also advise foreign 
climbers on where to take a shower, or what 
routes to climb in the winter. The number is 
( 603) 356-6316. 
5. International Mountain Equipment ar.d Rag
ged Mountain Equipment arc retail dealers for 
climbing gear in the Conway area. Call IME at 
the above number. they arc on the Main Street in 
North Conway. Ragged Mounrain is located in 
lntervale, near the junction of routes 16 and 302, 
their number is (603) 356-3042. 
6. There are several guide schoob in North 
Conway. IMCS has been guiding for many years 
in the White Mountains. Mountain Guides Alli
ance, located at the Ncreledge inn and Pub in N. 
Conway. can be reached at (603) 356-53 I 0. 

/ J 
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Climber-

John Michel Cazanova. 

Granite Rock Sculpture -

The sea at Capo Testa, Sardinia. 
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Photographer -

Philippe Poulet 
Philippe Poulet was born in 1964 and took up photography in 
1983, becoming professional in 1988 with the Grenoble based 
agency Medialp. He works for the Gamma agency, specialising 
in adventure, mountain and helicopter based photography - he is 
currently compiling a photo book portraying helicopter rescue 
sevices. He uses a Nikon F4. 
All photos: Phillippe Poulet - Remi Benali - Gamma. 
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BACK IN THE 

BY MICK F-OWLER 
"Mouseshit?" 
Valery was having trouble with some of our 

English expressions. 
"Ah ... Is that mouse excreta?" 
Gleeful nods confirmed that his understanding 

was correct. David looked unhappy. A sticky 
brown substance glistened on his teeth. 
"Yes, we like to mix it with tree sap and think 

highly of its medicinal properties." 
Valery was obviously a firm fan of this dubious 

substance. 
David looked ill. He frantically spat out lumps 

of mouseshit mixed with tree sap as Valery 
watched aghast. Seldom it seemed had such a 
highly regarded substance been treated with such 
disdain. 
We were sitting around our base camp in the Ak 

Su valley of the Turkestan mountains in Soviet 
Central Asia. David was a roving trekker who 
was to be the only Westerner we would come 
across in our 3 weeks or so in the area; his taste 
for exploratory cuisine appeared less adventur
ous than his choice of trekking area. 

1990 was the first year that this area of Soviet 
central Asia had been officially open to West
erners in general. In fact close proximity to the 
Chinese and Afghan borders caused the old style 
Soviet leaders so much bureaucratic stress that it 
was not until the early 1980s that even Soviet 
mountaineers were allowed into the area. 
The result is that most of the mountains outside 

the immediate vicinity of usual base camp are 
still unclimbed- including the highest in the area, 
Prramide (5509m). 
The easiest way for Westerners to gain access is 

via the bureaucratic sounding Soviet 
Sportscommittee and the International Moun
taineering Camp system. TllUs December 1989 
saw us applying for 6 places on the " Lyailak 
International Camp" about 300 km from the 
town of Osh. Support from the British Moun
taineering Council and Mount Everest Founda
tion helped the trip on its way and after a nail 
biting I 6 hours of queuing outside the Soviet 

Above: Impromptu ice -fifi demonstration at 
Base Camp. Photo: Fowler. 
Opposite Page Left: Fowler fixes the pitch 
above the first bivouac on the North West 
Buttress of Ak Su , Soviet Turkestan, in the 
evening sunshine. Photo: Chris Watts. 

Embassy visas were duly issued and the "British 
Mountaineering and Mountain Biking Expedi
tion" was underway. 
By the departure date we had still not been able 

to find out very much about the area. My 
enthusiasm had originally been fired by photo
graphs in Mountain 122 but the American team 
that took them could not be contacted and we left 
Britain with the rather broad goals of climbing 
the Norrh Face of Ak Su (53551YJ) and exploring 
the area as widely as possible. 
Chris Watts, Jerry Gore, Crag Jones and I were 

the climbers and Nicki Dugan and Siobhan 
Sheridan the Mountain Biking Explorers. 

Ethnic strife between the Uzbeb and 
Khirgizians proved the first obstacle to be over
come as , firstly the Moscow Sportscommittee 
and secondly 'Our Khirgizian hosts tried to per
suade us to visit a less troubled area. Their efforts 
ranged from flying us around the Ala Archa area 
near the town ofFrunze (excellent looking 4800m 
mixed peaks) in a helicopter to emphasizing the 
rumours that 500+ people had recently been 
killed near the town ofOsh where we would have 
to refuel on the way to the Ak Su valley. Climbers 
are however stubborn creatures and I got the 
feeling that our hosts were not surprised that 
their efforts fall on deaf ears. Quite simply the 
few photos of Ak Su that we had seen were 
enough to convince us that we simply HAD to go 
there. 

Military permission for our flight was granted 
with remarkably I ittle hassle and afte r a brief stop 
at Osh airport (memorable for having the most 
disgusting toilet that I have ever come across) the 
trusty helicopter was heading for the mountains. 

In my experience the Soviet people are always 
extremely keen to please and this trip was no 
exception. The poor machine was stacked full of 
various useful items ranging from twenty pairs 
of spare crampons to a household gas cooker. 
The weight was such that th.: pilot was eventu
ally forced to dump half the gear at a desolate 
airstrip and make two carries up the final stretch 
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Above: Mick Fowler leading the second pitch on the smooth walls of day 2. Opposite Page Right: Fowler on the summit ridge of Ak Su. 
Photos: Chris Watts. 

to base camp. 
It had become increasingly clear to us that the 

"Lyailak International Mountaineering Camp" 
was not likely to be overcrowded. But it was not 
until the helicopter finally landed that it became 
obvious that we were in fact the only participants. 
David the trekker was to spend two nights with 
us but after sampling the local mouseshit he 
promptly moved on to another. area and we were 
left on our own. 

Despite the helicopter dropping the gear off in 
two completely different spots and nobody 
knowing how to put the tents up, order was 
vaguely maintained and Leona, our temporary 
cook (notable to the male members for her \'ery 
baggy T-shirts), produced the first of 3 weeks 
worth of extremely large meals. The Soviets 
really did seem concerned about our weedy 
physiques (muscle bound Jerry excluded) and 
spent every available opportunity persuading us 
to eat more food. 
We were keen to get to grips with the mountain 

as soon as possible and the _da_y after arriving 
Sergei, our local guide, walked up with us to the 
foot of the North Face of Ak Su. This was about 
a 4 hour walk through lush Alpine vegetation and 
along an easy angled glacier to the foot of the 
5000ft wall. 
Sergei was a keen naturalist who spoke minimal 

English but punctuated our walk with much arm
waving and pointing as we struggled to converse 
about the varied flora alongside the path. Much 
mouseshit was collected and Sergei took the 
opportunity to introd\lce us to an aphrodisiac 
root which was consumed in large quantities 
whilst the team admired his efforts to explain the 
effects by use of sign language alone. Although 
the temperature dropped considerably as· we 
gained height, Sergei continued to sport only a 
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pair of underpants (which appeared to be stand
ard Soviet wear down to at least 0°C) whilst 
pointing out the various lines that had been 
climbed. 

The face was less icy than we expected and 
consisted mainly of vertical walls of superb 
quality granite. Also surprising (bearing in mind 
the large numberofuncltmbed peaks in the area) 
was the fact that there were at least 3 existing 
lines. Further enquiries revealed that there were 
two reasons for this. Firstly the Ak Su valley 
provides the easiest access to the range (it is 
possible to drive a four wheel drive vehicle to 
base camp) and secondly a high standard 
mountaineering competition was held here in 
1986. In such competitions the competitors have 
to choose a line of ascent , predict the techniques 
they will use , position of bivouac sites, time 
taken etc. They are then graded by a panel of 
judges dependent upon how closely they adhere 
to their plans and fhe quality/difficulty of the 
chosen line of ascent. Naturally the leading 
competitors choose the most challenging objec
tives - hence the relative proliferation of hard 
routes on such an impressive wall surrounded by 
unclimbed peaks. 
Although there is nothing like a written guide

book Sergei seemed very knowledgeable about 
the area and pointed out a fine looking buttress 
towards the right hand side of the face which was 
apparently unclimbed. Chris and I decided to try 
this whilst Crag and Jerry immersed themselves 
in convincing the Soviets that it was a sensible 
choice to tackle the only 6c route in the area as a 
first outing. Chris and I kept a low profile 
surfacing only to refuse the Soviets' offer of a 
I kg radio. 
Arriving at the foot of the face we duly pitched 

our tent on a flat spot on the glacier directly 

beneath our proposed line. A monstrous tower 
dominated the lower section of the spur and it 
looked best to gain the col behind this via a 
clearly dangerous couloir on the right. An early 
start was obviously advisable. 
The 4.30 a.m . alarm was greeted with resound

ing lethargy. I fumbled around with the stove 
whilst Chris stuck his head out of the door, 
complained of a splitting headache and was 
promptly sick. An inspiring start to the day. Pain 
killers were consumed and the alarm was reset at 
5.30 a.m. The second attempt at starting the day 
was also not entirely successful. Chris lost his 
belay plate beneath an immovable boulder and it 
was not until 7am that we were off across the 
glacier. So much for our early start. 

Moving as fast as our energy reserves would 
allow, we gradually passed the huge gendarme 
on the right and by midday we found ourselves 
beneath a 500ft rock wall leading to the col 
between the gendarme and the main face. To 
begin with this obstacle didn ·1 look too difficult 
but it soon became clear that it consisted if a 
series of ve_ry steep granite walb separated by 
block strewn ledges. Our sacks felt monstrously 
heavy as we struggled in the full heat of the 
afternoon sun. Progress slowed to a near halt. 
Morale was low. We had brought rock boots 
along for the difficult pitches but this ground 
seemed to consist mainly of overhanging chim
neys smattered with ice and furnished with nu
merous downward pointing flakes to complicate 
any sack hauling. The rock boots stayed firmly 
hidden as we struggled with big boots, sacks and 
dripping overhangs. The absence of Chris's 
belay plate meant that proceedings were regularly 
delayed as he fought to feed the ropes through an 
obscure knot which he assured me would oper<\te 
in the same way as a belay plate. It certainly 





Above Left: The View south from Ak Su across a sea of unclimbed peaks .. The highest peak in the area, Pyramide is seen at left, and is still 
unclimbed. Above Right: The North West Buttress of Ak Su. Photos: Fowler. 

jammed when the ropes were being fed through 
in belay mode ... fortunately it was never tested 
in the opposite direction. 

A full afternoon of desperate thrashing saw us 
emerge suddenly onto the col. I had feared the 
worst in the form of an horrific knife edge but 
Chris ' s optimism proved to be well founded and 
we were able to pitch the tent on a luxurious 
platform. 
Above the col the rock became smoother and a 

great sheet of granite soared up for several hundred 
feet. There were a couple of thin finger cracks 
visible and with the evening sun now warming 
the rock it seemed sensible to get the rock boots 
out, take advantage of the conditions and fix a 
pitch before dark. 
Although I have religiously taken rock boots to 

the Alpine Ranges for years this was the first time 
that I had actually carried them on a route. It felt 
very strange to be up there on a big mountain 
teetering about in flimsy footwear that I had 
always associated with pleasant outcrops. In
competence was immediately apparent; feet 
flailed around on damp lichen and progress was 
painfully slow. After an hour I had made about 
80ft of free climbing and was contemplating 
aiding a rather nasty leaning crack when I spotted 
something rather unnatural above me ... a bolt. 
Sergei it seemed had been wrong. Try as we 
might we could not convince ourselves that this 
artifact had appeared without a human presence 
to place it. Abseiling back to the ledge from the 
offending piece of ironmongery we took stock of 
our position. It was disappointing to realize that 
somebody had been here befor~ but looking on 
the bright side we were not carrying bolts Ol\r
selves and this find meant that if there were a"ny 
really blank sections above there might at least 
be some bolt holes there to give us a chance. 
(Later we were to discover that a Soviet com
petition team had in fact reached this point by 
climbing a line to the leftofthemonstergendarme 
and then continued up much the same line that we 
were to follow.) 

We were awoken at 7am by the sound of an 
impressive avalanche thundering down our ap
proach couloir. It seemed best to look the other 
way. Above us the rope snaked up for90ft to the 
Soviet bolt. It was at this point that the foolishness 
of not bringing a pair of jumars rather caught up 
with us. With only one shunt and a selection of 
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prussik loops jumaring was both frightening and 
time consuming. I had never used a shunt before 
but it seemed like a good place to learn. 

It was almost midday by the time we had 
climbed,jumared and sack hauled up two smooth 
vertical pitches to a welcome ice band. Our sack 
hauling talents were on a par with our jumaring 
efforts and both of us suffered sprained hands as 
a result. On the bright side we were now higher 
than the top of the monster gendarme that domi
nated the lower section of the route. 
A series of vertical and overhanging Chamonix

like grooves gave the obvious way ahead. Caught 
by the sun, our progress continued in a tortuous 
and erratic manner. The sack hauling was the 
worst. Leading with a sack proved impracticable 
and a continued proliferation of downward 
pointing flakes necessitated regular manhandling 
of the hauled sacks by the second man dangling 
uncomfortably on the shunt and prussik. 

I was just sorting myself out to jumar up a 
particularly nasty looking pitch when I inex
cusably dropped my belay plate. It had been a 
close companion for I 5 years so I was particu
larly sorry to see it go. I shall long remember the 
feelings of distress as I watched my metal friend 
with it ' s hawser-laid piece of tat go spiralling 
down the face . 

Regaining my composure it dawned upon me 
that Chris had lost his two days before and that 
both of us were relying on Sticht plates to abseil. 
Progress was now further impeded by my having 
to learn Chris ' s obscure belay knot and the 
consequent competition at getting the ropes 
jammed. 

A couple of tricky mixed pitches ended at an 
uncomfortably sloping sitting bivouac. The long 
night was punctuated with intense discussions 
on how to abseil using a karabiner brake. 
By now we were only 300 ft or so from the point 

where our route joined the North West Spur of the 
mountain, so well seen in profile from the Ak Su 
valley.. A couple of exciting mixed . pitches 
allowed escape from the oppressive walls of the 
face onto a sunny and easier angled spur. For the 
first time we could see the mountains to the 
South and - a. long way above us - the twin 
summits of Ak Su. 
By dint of moving together we made remarkably 

good progress and after a few more challenging 
pitches, where the rock boots put in a further 

appearance, we finally came across a superb 
bivouac site about 200m below the summit. 
This early end to the day's proceedings gave us 

opportunity to address the abseil problem in 
earnest. 
Chris is deeply into mountaineering equipment, 

techniques, clothing etc. so I had rather hoped 
that his ignorance in the field ofkarabiner brakes 
had been feigned. It was rather distressing when 
after 30 mins of vainly clipping carabiners to
gether I had to conclude that he was in fact as 
ignorant as me on the subject. I at least had the 
benefit of having seen Steve Sustad using the 
system in front of me only 6 weeks or so before. 
I remembered him saying how lethal they could 
be and how easy it was to drop the carabiners. 
Chris was surprisingly ungrateful when I im
parted this useful information. 
We were to be required to put our theories into 

practise sooner than expected. Day 4 started 
with superb granite climbing which suddenly 
ended atop a spectacular gendarme. An abseil 
down the far side seemed the only practical 
solution . Chris, in the lead, wimped out and 
lowered whilst I bravely clipped karabiners 
haphazardly together and abseiled with a safety 
rope. Although fine under strain my efforts 
readily fell apart when my weight came off the 
rope. We would have to do better than this on the 
descent. Another unexpected gendarme gave us 
a second chance to practise before reaching the 
summit ridge and a junction with the East Ridge 
- our intended line of descent. 

The views were now superb, to the East lay 
Pyramide (5509m) the highest peak in the 
Turkestan range whilst to the West the Sabac 
(5300m) area looked particularly exciting. To 
the South an endless panorama of barely touched 
mountains stretched towards the Afghan border 
and beyond whilst to the North the Central Asian 
Steppes rolled interminably away into the dis
tance. 

A few short pitches led us to an excellent 
bivouac spot under the summit block of Rocky 
Ak Su (5279m) at midday. Ak Su actually has 
two distinctly separate summits with the 
southernmost (Snowy Ak Su - 5355m) being the 
highest. Sergei had told us that we should allow 
4 hours to traverse between the summits. If we 
allowed 4 each way that would see us bacl)· at 
8pm - an hour before dark. After 4 perfect days 



Right Top: Fowler climbing with Admiral 
(5190m) behind. 
Below Right: Fowler on the summit of Ak Su 
(5355m). Photos: Watts. 

the weather was at last showing signs of deterio
rating. I was keen. Chris wasn't so sure. 
By the time we had sorted out the gear and made 

the decision to go it was I pm. 
Just 50ft short of the summit an abseil proved to 

be necessary. Chris was beginning to look dis
tinctly reluctant. The single rope that we were 
using for the traverse between the tops sported a 
tom sheath about 30ft from one end. It would be 
fine for the descent but would have to be retired 
after the route. Fearing loss of momentum in our 
bid for the main summit I made the retrospec
tively rash decision to cut off the 30ft section to 
use for the abseil. Tossing it down the line of the 
abseil it became immediately clear that I had 
made a slight error of judgement. The first ledge 
system was about 80ft down. My dismal 30ft 
rope fluttered uselessly in the wind. It was my 
tum to look unhappy. 

This seeming impasse vanished as, with a 
blinding flash of inspiration, Chris decided to 
walk back 50ft and collect the other rope. 

The ridge continued down in an awkward but 
never desperate manner to a snowy col beyond 
which a long snowy ridge led to the realistically 
named Snowy Ak Su. Altitude was taking its toll 
now. The ridge was icy and the wind strength
ening. Stamina was lacking. 
It was 5.30pm by the time we collapsed onto the 

shaly summit and the dream of the last year was 
turned into reality. 
After a brief and unexpected visit from the base 

camp team (in a helicopter!) and an uncomfort
ably windy night squeezed under the summit 
block of Rocky Ak Su it was time to test our 
karabiner brakes in earnest. The upper part of the 
East Ridge is not really a ridge at all - more an 80° 
buttress festooned with monstrous hanging ici
cles. Ideal ground for testing abseil devices. 

A few exci ting prussik-protected initial efforts 
soon dispelled fears and led (despite the fact that 
our tangles ofkarabiners were subsequently found 
to be, shall we say ... unconventional) to a full 
days worth of abseiling, first down the fright
eningly steep upper buttress and then via a long 
and tortuous narrow ridge. All the time the fact 
that one rope was 30ft shorter than the other was 
there to remind us of my rope cutting effort the 
previous day. 

Back at Base Camp there was much concern 
over our exceed ingly slim physiques. Vast 
quantities of food miraculously appeared but we 
could make little impression on this veritable 
food mountain. Crag and Jerry had been strug
gling manfully for several days (having retreated 
from Ak Su after a nasty incident with a rock) but 
Crag in particular was resisting all efforts at 
weight gain much to the distress of Anatoly our 
new cook ... 

Vodka and Champagne helped wash things 
down but Russian hospitality knows no bounds. 
A tent sauna was prepared, gifts ranging from 
caviarto ice fifi s were distributed and- inevitably 
- mouse excreta was produced to " restore our 
vitality". 

Life was pretty good really. 
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BLACK FLAGS ON MAJAK 
A Christmas Story 
by Vladimfr Prochazka Jr. 
Translated by lvo Janka 

My father was one of the pre-war generation of 
climbers pioneering climbing on sandstone rocks 
in the Czech Paradise region. He first started as 
a boy. It was only a stone's throw away from his 
native Turnov to the nearest sandstone towers. A 
natural leader of my father's group was a well
known slugger Josef Smitka, later recognized as 
the king of the Skalak-"sandstone rock town", as 
the towers are called. 

Their group joined the anti-fascist resistance 
right at the beginning of WWII and the occupa
tion. It was during those unhappy years of war, 
when one of the last joys left was rock climbing, 
that the boys did the first ever Christmas Eve 
ascent of the Majak (Light House), one of the 
most majestic towers of the Skalak area. 

My dad once told me about it: "You see, we 
were just like you boys are these days. After 
Christmas Eve dinner my friends and I sneaked 
out of the house saying that we were going to 
attend midnight mass. But instead of going to the 
church we ran to Skalak. Moonlight illuminated 
the rock towers and the Majak looked like a true 
Light House, as if it was there to give us a sign of 
encouragement to carry out brave deeds in our 
struggle against the occupiers. It was the year 
1942 ... "Guys, that Majak should shine out good 
luck for us this year like for sailors on their 
voyage!" said Fi fan, one of our group. It was 
decided then to climb the Majak that night. We 
looked at each other and all felt a bit scared. 
What would our parents say, when we returned 
from "Midnight Mass" with dirty pants? Still, 
we were boys the way most boys are ... So we 
took off our left shoes, because we had to pass 
one icy spot and leather soles would be slippery. 
We were still a little afraid, but when we reached 
the top, cold and fear were quickly forgotten and 
with our noses running we rushed to sign the 
register book hidden in a box there. We whistled, 
danced and shouted: "The first time on the Majak 
on Christmas Eve! Long live and long stand the 
Majak! Let the Majak shine for us for a long 
time! What shall we be toasting to from now on? 
Surely to the Majak!" And then , our ears rushing 
with excitement, we climbed down and hurried 
home to Turnov." 
Un fortunate! y, the Ma jak shone for Jo ska Sm i tka 

and Vasek Chi um just two short years. Before 
the end of the war both of them , together with 
some other friends, were execuied in the Terezfn 
concentration camp. But their first ever Christmas 
climb became the beginning of a long and 
wonderful tradition. 

After the war, every year saw more and more 
climbers joining the tradition and climbing the 
Majak on Christmas Eve. They did it just to 
reach the top, shake hands and toast to health and 
a happy reunion the following year. They sang 
songs and remembered friends who died. Men, 
women and often all _families from far and near 
came there for the occasion. 

S/alcik (The Lighthouse) , Christmas Eve /970. All Photos: Prochci:ka. 

My dad took my brother and me to Majak for 
the first time when we were about 12 or 13. From 
then on we never missed a year. The mood was 
always excellent, truly festive. Weal ways dressed 
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a little pine tree growing on the top, sacrificed 
some goodies to the jays living there , and sang a 
few songs ... Joyful moments on the top ofMajak 
that will never be forgotten. To this day it 
remains a mystery though, why is it that none of 
us has ever been injured there. Almost always, 
there is snow and ice and everyone usually has a 
little bit to drink before, during and after. There 
used to be quite a crowd there, too. Sometimes, 

the top of the tower, similar to a small size 
square, was packed with 60 - 70 people! When 
you add the games that used to be played; those 
already on the top defending the mountain from 
those still climbing by throwing huge chunks of 
snow down on their heads while yelling: " Ava
lanche! " or "This is the end of the older genera
tion! ", well , then it is a miracle and perhaps a sign 
of divine approval that all went well and without 



A h/ackflag is insralled on Liherec Town Hall. 
Augusr /968. 

any accidents. We used to do all kinds of silly 
things. I remember my father white with fear , 
when he saw my brother Jan climbing solo on a 
difficult and tricky Blatnik tower without a rope 
and wearing rubber "factory-work" high boots 
and a heavy long overcoat. All young people like 
to show off and to challenge each other. .. 
The Christma;; Eves on Majak were not only a 

social event and a place of buoyant joy, but al 
times of increasing Stalinist totalitarianism which 
had replaced Nazism shortly after the war, the 
Majak became a symbol of a silent defiance. 
People used lo sing not only Christmas carols, 
but also protest songs. Tradition in fact returned 
to the very essence of its birth. 

Spring 1968. A little glimpse of hope that the 
years of totalitarian regime might be over. How 
deep was our despair. when Russian tanks am
bushed our country in August! A black nag of 
mourning appeared on the lop of the Majak, as 
well as on the rock towers in other traditional 
climbing areas like Prachov, Suche Skaly and 
Adrspach. Franta Jaros. friend of mine, even 
held a hunger strike in protest on top of Milenci 
(Lovers) tower in Adrspach. Climbers placed 
black flags on clock towers of town halls and 
inaccessible steeples of churches. 

On Christmas Eve 1968 we sang protest songs 
on the top of Majak. But even then we could see 
a dark figure watching us from the nearby look
out. All of us knew who it was. That figure in a 
dark leather coat followed us all the way during 
our walk back to the railroad station in Turnov. 
Following years saw frequent repetitions of the 

same: in August black nags on sandstone towers , 
Christmas Eve with protest songs on top of the 

Majak. New rulers of the country, put to power 
by Russian tanks, did not like it a bit. With their 
position growing stronger they started to tighten 
the screws. 

I believe it was the year 1971 when, at night 
from the 20th to 21st of August (anniversary of 
the Russian occupation), the Suche Skaly (Dry 
Rocks) were surrounded by units of anny, police 
and militia (anned units oftheeommunist party). 
Their objective - to prevent the raising of any 
black flags in that area. The mission was suc
cessful. At dawn, all units retreated down to the 
Jizera river. From there, looking back , they 
could see through a dissipating fog a black flag 
flapping defiantly at the jagged edge of the ridge. 
The commander, green with anger, ordered his 
units back. They tried to climb the tower, even 
used machine guns to shoot down the nag. No 
good. Interestingly, nobody in the climbing 
clubs nearby would climb there even for a large 
amount of money. That particular tower is 
known to bean easy one (by standard, old routes), 
yet even excellent climbers would not go, re
ferring to the extreme difficulty of the route. 
Later on (somebody must have talked), they 
found the "author of the political provocation" 
who put the black flag there. He spent some time 
behind bars. Years later we (my brother and 
myself) met him sipping beer in a pub near lo 
Suche Skaly. 

Next August though , black flags were there 
again and the Majak heard the well known hymn 
of defiance on Christmas Eve. It must have been 
heard far and wide. The familiar black figure 
was at the viewpoint again. 

In 1973 a government department issued an 
order whereby it was officially forbidden lo 
climb the Majak on Christmas Eve as a measure 
towards better protection of the environment. Al 
that same time the surrounding countryside 
moaned underthe heavy load of industrial pollu
tion resulting from the totally unreasonable plan 
of national economic development. The real 
reason for the order was clear. Any attempt lo 
defy the order was lo be followed by a complete 
closure of the area to all climbing activity. That 
would have been tragic al the time, when most of 
us could travel outside of our country only in our 
dreams. It was a serious threat. Climbers 
themselves saw to it that the order was respected. 
The tradition of the Majak Christmas Eve climb 
was then interrupted. A few of us would still go 
there several more times, quietly and al night , so 
that we could not be caught by the "mud police" 
(the name we used to call the official stale en
vironment agency). 

Using the same order the authorities forced us 
to slop bivouacking under rock overhangs, where 
we used to spend nights during the summers. 
sitting at small camp fires with girl friends. playing 
guitars. singing songs and drinking beer. Unity 
of defiance. however quiet, was something that 
the rulers needed least of all. The destructive 
intent of the order did succeed. Long years of I ifc 
on dead end street, without any hope, also con
tributed their share. Possibly , we will neverquite 

Summir Chrisrmas Tree dressing /989. 

recover again. 
November 17, 1989, the brutality of the regime 

finally triggered an avalanche, which buried the 
regime itself in an incredibly short time. The last 
drop fell and the cup of our bitterness over
flowed. A splendid atmosphere of companion
ship, which I experienced before only on the 
Majak, filled the squares and streets ofourtowns 
and cities. Yes, a "gentle revolution". Each day 
would bring so many new things that we could 
hardly sleep. 

The Christmas season was coming and I was 
getting ready to put our national flag on the lop 
of the Majak as a symbol of our born again 
freedom. But where to find a flag'/ "Gentle 
revolutionaries" had bought all the available 
flags. Finally, after a long search and for JOO 
Czech Crowns I found the last national flag 
available in our town. There were plenty of red 
Russian nags, as for 40 years anybody buying a 
Czechoslovak national flag had also to buy one 
Russian red flag. Those red ones were now left 
si tting on shelves, useless. 

On Christmas Eve my friends, my sons and 
myself all set out lo go lo the Skalak sandstone 
town. It was raining cats and dogs all week, 
rocks were soaking wet so we decided not lo 
provoke the rangers in the Skalak, and instead , 
we headed to the Suche Skaly. And look, during 
the drive, on the Pantheon near to Suche Skaly 
there is already one flag, friends are busy. 
Climbing the Sokolf Yez (Falcon Tower) with a 
long pole, which we cut down in the woods 
below, was not exactly a pleasure. But we came 
for a different reason. In an hour, we all admired 
with satisfaction and a bit of pride our flag 
waving on the top of Suche Skaly. Only snow 
was needed to complete a happy Christmas scene. 
On New Year 's day while walking through our 

sandstone town, Skalak, we saw our national flag 
on the top of the Majak , too. Probably boys from 
Turnov. Good. l am sure that this year our 
tradition of Christmas on the Majak will start 
again. May it shine for our new freedom 1 
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PEOPLE Everest Celebration 
Summit Relaunch 

Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

Everest Remembered 
This year marks the two 
hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of Sir George Everest. 
Surveyors and geographers will 
be commemorating his 
contribution to the Geodetic 
Survey of India with celebrations 
in London and Dehra Dun . 
Mountaineers, with a strong 
practical interest in the product 
of his measurements, will seize 
the opportunity - as if they 
needed one - to remember epic 
struggles on the mountain that 
bears his name. A cast of all 
time greats - Hunt, Hillary, 
Langland , Scott, Bonington, 
Venables, Taylor, Brice - are 
gathering at the Royal 
Geographical Society in South 
Kensington (in November) to 
recall highlights of achievement 
during an evening of illustrated 
talks organised by the Mount 
Everest Foundation. 

George Everest was born on 
July 4, 1790, one of five sons of 
a London solicitor. At the age of 
fourteen he entered the Royal 
Military Academy at Woolwich 
and, two years later, sailed for 
Java. He was commissioned a 
lieutenant in the Bengal Artillery, 
one of the East India Company 
regiments, and worked on 
reconnaissance and survey. In 
1817 he transferred to India, 
where, within a year, he was 
appointed assistant to Colonel 
Henry Lambton, the third 
Surveyor General of India. 
Lambton had initiated a network 
of triangulation that was to 
cover the whole subcontinent, 
starting from Cape Comorin on 
the southernmost tip. The cod e, 
by which Lambton lived and 
died, was that the Map must go 
forward , no matter what; and it 
was a principle George Everest 
readily adopted. Upon 
Lambton's demise in the field in 
1823, Everest took over as 
Superintendent of the Great 
Trigonometrical Survey. His 
first act was to demand more 
funds and men for the work. 

By 1825, Everest had extended 
the Great Meridional Arc - the 
south-north line of 1800 miles, 
which would indicate the exact 
shape of the Earth - as far as 
Kalianpur in central India, but 
not without grave consequences 
to his health. He was obliged to 
return to Britain on extended 
sick leave, and there to remain 
for five years . Not that the time 
was wasted : he took the 
opportunity to review the latest 
European attempts to calculate 
the figure of the earth, and 
examine all that was new by 
way of equipment. He also 
supervised the con$truction of 
two 36-inch theodolites, the 
most accurate ever made, each 
weighing more than 1100 
pounds and requiring twelve 
men to shift - three at either end 
of two poles. Everest also 
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perfected his 'Waywiser', a 
differential perambulator -
basically a geared revolution 
counter, mounted on a wheel -
for the measurement of 
distance. He badgered his 
directors in London for the funds 
and equipment he needed, and 
on the strength of his 
persistence, was appointed by 
them Surveyor General of India 
on his return. This, in addition 
to superintending the GTS. 

During Everest's term of office, 
Lambton 's network of 
triangulations was abandoned in 
favour of running a series of 
triangles along the meridians of 
longitude, connected by cross 
links along parallels of latitude. 
This 'gridiron system ' remains in 
use today. Massive stone 
towers were built from which 
observations could be made, 
and the remains of a few of 
these can still be found today . 
Even so , it was necessary in 
many cases to clear buildings 
that blocked the line of sight. In 
Bhatona alone 37 flat-roofed 
houses and 52 mud huts were 
demolished in freezing weather, 
causing Everest to write, 'I hope 
it will never again fall to my lot 
to have so disagreeable a task to 
discharge.' Terrain, climate and 
wildlife posed many problems. 
In 1833, Everest recorded, 

'As far as I can at present 
judge, the valley of the Dhoon is 
likely to afford the best ground 
for the measurement of the 
base, but as the grass is very 
high there, and the tigers 
numerous, it is necessary that I 
and my assistants, as well as all 
the followers whom I take with 
me to explore, should be 
mounted on elephants. ' 

Everest pushed on with his 
work on the measurement of the 
Great Arc until by 1834 his 
surveyors had reached the 
foothills of the Himalaya. At 
Dehra Dun he measured a 
baseline 7 .5 miles long to 
complement the one already laid 
out in Kalianpur. 
Throughout his career, Everest 

was a stickler for accuracy . He 
did not suffer fools gladly, and 
his blistering outbursts could be 
directed as readily against his 
superiors in London as those 
who w·orked under him in India. 
Yet he never spared himself. 
When his legs became 
paralysed, the result of many 
illnesses, he would be lifted onto 
a stool to perform his 
observations. And constantly he 
fought for better pay and 
conditions for the 'gentlemen' of 
his department, understanding 
only too well the privations they 
endured: 
' (They) live in tents in patched 
up highlands and arid plains ... 
witnessing the native labourers 
struck dead around them from 
extreme heat and drought, or in 
the remorseless rainy season, 

(are) cut off frequently from their 
supplies by mountain torrents, 
their equipage often in a state of 
decomposition from excessive 
drenching ... ' 
They must not be the refuse, he 

wrote, but the very elite of the 
corps. 'Feel persuaded,' he 
adjured his bosses,' that it is 
inconsistent with human nature 
that these gentlemen will be 
induced by mere romantic 
notions of honour permanently 
to give the preference to 
professional careers fraught 
with so many disadvantages 
unless adequate advantages be 
held out to compensate for the 
sacrifices.' 

Upon his retirement from the 
Survey in 1843, broken in health, 
George Everest returned to 
England and there married. He 
was knighted in 1861 and died in 
Paddington in 1866. His grave is 
at Hove, in Sussex. 

FOOTNOTE 
When, in 1852, the Survey's 
computations disclosed that a 
mountain which until then had 
been known simply as Peak XV 
was in fact the highest in the 
world, much thought was 

directed towards endowing it 
with a more appropriate title. 
Native names co_llected by 
travellers were dismissed as 
having no real currency 
(wrongly, as it proved). Instead, 
Colonel Waugh, the new 
Surveyor General, proposed the 
great peak be named for his 
illustrious predecessor. That 
'Everest' survives, particularly 
into these post-colonial times, 
owes more to its mysterious 
ring than anything else. As 
journalist Everester Ronnie Faux 
has observed,- the word 
harbours echoes of high snows 
and empty silences: had Sir 
George been a Clutterbuck
Shufflebottom, he would never 
be so commemorated. 

Everest Model 
Dr Bradford WashbL:rn , former 
Director of Boston's Museum ·of 
Science, is to unveil a new relief 
model of Mount Everest at the 
Royal Geographic Society in 
November. Measuring 11 x 15 
feet, and made by Vigo Rauda of 
Seattle, it will be the key 
attraction in an exhibition to 
mark the Sir George Everest 
Bicentenary. The model is " 



Above: The new Summit team - Adele Hammond with husband 
John Harlin Ill. Photo: Bernard Newman. Left: The new computer 
generated model of Everest. 

based on an ultra-large scale 
map currently being prepared 
under Washburn's direction by 
Swissair Photo+ Surveys Ltd of 
Zurich ( 12 sheets, on a scale of 
approximately 2 feet to the mile, 
with 5-metre contours.) Map and 
model cover only the mountain, 
not its approaches. 

Everest on the new 
polyurethane model stands 5 
feet high. With contours rising 
in 2-mm steps, and painted a 
pure white, a very realistic 
image is obtained, revealing all 
the mountain's main features 
including the Kangshung Face 
with the long Northeast Ridge 
(First and Second Steps visible) ; 
and the Southwest Face clearly 
showing the great Central Gully. 

Thirty Something 
A seductive new magazine has 

been lauched on the North 
American scene. New, did I say? 
Well, not entirely new. Summit 
(old -style) had been around for 
35 years - making it the oldest 
mountaineering magazine in the 
United States - but last year it 
passed from the hands of its 
founder editors, Helen Kilness 
and Jene Crenshaw, into those 
of climber-businessman , David 
H. Swanson . Enter Summit, The 
Mountain Journal, a completely 
reborn quarterly: new editor -
John Harlin Ill; new base -
Fleetwood PA; bright new 
principles - 'our mission is to 
provide an educated, mature, 
and environmentally-aware 
audience with inspiration, 
entertainment and a sense of 
involvement with the mountain 
world '; and a suitably 

transcendental new look. This is 
unashamedly a luxury article. 
Graphically up to the minute, 
printed on satin-smooth paper, 
no cramped columns, topnotch 
photography - a good spread of 
articles, too. Big name stuff -
observant, literary, concerned. 
There's topicality and nostalgia 
in roughly equal measure - and 
it's all very well behaved, with 
nothing so crude as news, or 
tips, to interrupt the thought
flows. Some long-term Summit
readers suffered homespun
withdrawal, fearing they were 
being fobbed off with designer 
scribble and glitzy pix. 'If I 
wanted National Geographic, I'd 
subscribe to it!' complained one 
Disgusted of Kentucky. But 
there was high praise, too, and 
from just those educated, 
environmentally aware etc 
readers the magazine was 
targeting . Projections had 
always indicated that because of 
its changed emphasis, new
Summit could not reckon to 
hang on to more than 50% of the 
old readership. 

"There are already enough 
magazines for active climbers,' 
explains Harlin. 'Our goal is to 
appeal to the people who think 
about the mountains, whether or 
not they climb.' Typically, the 
reflective, thirty-something, hard 
climber whose interests have 
expanded to the all-round 
outdoors-lover. Like himself, in 
other words . Harlin, who has 
climbed most of his life, is also 
an extreme skier (first nordic 
descent of Huascaran). He has 
kayaked Arctic seas and rivers, 
and backpacked around the 
world . Yet always he has 

sought to balance his addiction 
to the adrenalin -surge with a 
sense of responsibility : the 
deaths of his father on the Eiger 
(when the young Harlin was 
only ten) and a climbing partner 
on Mount Robson have taught 
him what havoc accidents wreak 
on those who are left behind. 
Harlin graduated in 
Environmental Biology, is a ski 
and climbing guide, and before 
taking on Summit worked on the 
bi-monthly Backpacker 
Magazine. His principle backer 
and Chairman of the new
Summit directors, David 
Swanson, is a long-standing 
family friend . Swanson was 
there as film-maker/ 
photographer when Harlin-pere 
made his ill-fated Eiger Direct 
attempt. 

Luis Trenker 1892-1990 
Luis Trenker, mountaineer, 
author, film director and actor, 
died in Balzano on April 13. He 
was, incredibly, 97 . 
Trenker was born in a 

mountain village in South Tirol, 
the son of a wood carver and 
painter. He hoped to become an 
architect and was studying for 
such in Vienna when 
conscripted into the Austrian 
army to fight the Italians during 
the First World War. Since 
South Tirol had long been 
disputed territory between 
Austria and Italy, he found 
himself leading a battalion of 
mountain guides against friends 
of his childhood. The 
experience turned him forever 
against nationalistic narrow
mindedness; yet he was to be 
dogged by just such accusations 
after the Second War, when all 
mountain films were lumped 
together and denounced as 'Nazi 
cinema' . But that is to 
anticipate. 
Trenker has written how in the 

early nineteen-twenties - a 
student once more - he went on 
a rainy day in Graz to see the 
film Im Kampf mit dem Berge 
(The Struggle with the 
Mountain) . With much 
scepticism, he said, he entered 
the theatre, and was amazed to 
find himself quickly transported 
into a kind of ecstasy. 

What I saw was my own dream 
world: the silvery, snowy crowns 
of the Vala is, sparkling crystals 
of ice, and a sun-drenched 
summit. My mood brightened 
and I was overwhelmed by a 
feeling of inexpressible joy and 
exhilaration, which grew with 
each image. 

He wrote at once to Arnold 
Fanck, the film 's producer, 
suggesting the Dolomites of 
South Tirol for his next 
mountain film . Trenker would 
be only too ready to assist, he 
told him. Fanck declined, but 
later, after a chance meeting in 
Balzano, relented and invited 
Trenker to work as assistant on 
his next project. Under Fanck's 
tutelage, the young Trenker 
picked up all aspects of film 
making, learning how to select 
the best images, and eventually 
taking over as star of the 
production. Der Berg des ,, 
Schicksals (Mountain of Destiny) 
launched the handsome young 
South Tiroler on his movie 
career. He went on to · appear in 
more of Fanck's mountain 

Luis Trenker. Photo: Salkeld 
Archives. 

dramas, partnering Leni 
Riefenstahl in Der Heilige Berg 
(The Sacred Mountain) and Der 
Grosse Sprung (The Big Leap) . 
Trenker now felt ready to make 

films of his own . These he 
wrote, directed and starred in; 
he was never short on 
confidence. He moved to Berlin. 
Berge in Flammen (US version 
The Doomed Battalion), made in 
1931 was set on the Dolomite 
front in World War I. It caught 
the attention of Chancellor 
Hitler, who promptly 
pronounced Trenker the best 
film director in Germany. 
Trenker's subsequent work, 
however, did not please Hitler so 
well, and he appeared to lose 
interest. Of seven feature films 
made during the Nazi period, 
only one was a wholly German 
production, according to a 
recent report in The Times. The 
Guardian, on the other hand, 
declared: 'It is easy for 
audiences today to be seduced 
by the beauty of many of the 
images into forgetting the brutal 
regime under which they were 
produced .' The Nazi slur will 
never be completely shaken off. 
After the War, Trenker 

concentrated more on 
documentary film making, 
directing his last at the age of 
89; he also wrote many books 
and was re-discovered as a tele
personality, always to be relied 
upon as a champion of Alpine 
conservation . His tanned face, 
gleaming smile, snow white 
hair, jaunty cravat and tilted hat 
were unmistakable and much 
loved. 

Perhaps the most celebrated 
film of Trenker's career was Der 
Verlorene Sohn (1934, The 
Prodigal Son) , which was 
reshown as a tribute to him at 
this year's Trento Film Festival. 
It is the story of a wood cutter 
who leaves his mountain village 
to seek love and fortune in 
America, but arrives in New 
York in the middle of the 
Depression . Homesickness 
finally drives him back to his 
roots. The film, with. its 
powerful and contrasting 
imagery, won a prize at the 
Venice Film Festival and Trenker 
was hailed as a genius. 

'My life has been full ,' Trenker 
often said, 'fuller than a man 
deserves.' Seven thousand 
people attended his funeral in 
Balzano. 
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COMPETITIONS 
Compiled by Chris Gore 

1990 British World Cup Leg Cancelled 
The rumours that many people may 

have already heard have been confirmed 
- the British leg of the World Cup circuit 
has had to be cancelled . There was no 
single reason forthewithdrawal, but more 
a cumulative effect of many promises 
which never came to fruition. Major 
factors included Glasgow City Council 
and the Sports Council's promise to 
commit large amounts of money to the 
event failing to be honoured, and the 
SECC and UIAA's failureto agree on dates. 

The dates issue was, in fact, the final 
straw that caused Climbing Events to 
withdraw, as none of the alternatives 
offered by the Competition Committee of 
the UIAA were satisfactory due to prior 
bookings of the SECC. It seems ironical 
that we have a current British World 
Champion with similar potential for this 
year but no British World Cup 
competition! 
The aspirant dates for next year's UIAA 

World Cup Competition would in fact 
give Britain the final competition in the 
series, a very prestigious event. If this 
competition fails to get off the ground a 
lot of people will end up with "Curry'd" 
egg on their faces. 

Competition Development Wall 
Another exciting project is the possibility 
of a com petition development wal I, which 
will probably be sited in Oldham. This 
will be a wall of minimum competition 
proportions (6m wide x 15m high) and it 
will be purpose built with the idea of 
training the present clique of geriatric 
competition climbers and the prodigies 
of the next generation. Will cellar-dwellers 
become a thing of the past? 

Money Problems for Top Names 
On a more serious note, the present world
wide economic recession is starting to hit 
competitions and sponsored climbers. A 
competition event costs over a £100,000 
to stage; and, although finances are 
sought from within the climbing ind us.try, 
the majority of the money required comes 
from external sponsors. As many 
businesses within and outside the 
climbing world feel the financial pinch, 
such generous donations were bbund·to 
be cut. A similar situation has developed 
for sponsored climbers, with many of the 
top international names in Europe losing 
contracts or having to change companies. 

So although the sport has been 
successful insofar as increasing the 
number of competitions, the associated 
commercial rewards have not kept pace, 
due not only to tl:ie lack of sponsorship 
but also poor spectator attendance. It is 
unfortunate that the subsequent lack of 
funding has caused some organisers to 
cut corners and the lack of "corners" 
(resulting in poorer prize money, poorer 
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administration etc.) directly affects the 
competitors and ultimately the success 
of the competitions. 

Competition Results Round Up 
The summer months have proved to be 
the busiest on the competition circuit as 
World Cup events are interspersed with 
the usual round of top class international 
competitions. 

The first of the UIAA World Cup 
competitions was held in Vienna, Austria. 
The competition was generally well run 

but with such vast numbers of competitors 
inflicted upon the organisers, logistical 
problems can often occur. To COP.e with 
the large numbers in the initial rounds, 
organisers commonly operate a dual 
route system to speed things up. The 
problem is that the two routes are of 
equal grade but different design which 
results in unfair competition. Vienna was 
no different, several competitors 
completed one route whilst only 3 
completed the other. 

Jerry Moffatt and Simon Nadin 



Left: The wall at Berkeley. Pete Gomersall climbing. Photo: Bonny Masson. 
Above: Franr;ois Legrand performing at Madonna. Photo: Madonna Publicity. 

comfortably qualified for the final, 
whereas Ben Moon was victim to the 
"slap tactic". Ben actually attempted to 
climb the route on a traverse line but 
others faced with an impasse merely 
jumped to gain extra height and thus 
improve their placings with only a cursory 
glance to where they should have been 
going. 
The final of the men's competion became 
quite exciting with Moffatt and Jackie 
Godoffe both reaching the same high 
point, the judges decided on a Super 
Final, everyone put their money on Jerry 
but it was not to be, this competition was 
to Jackie's moment of glory. 

The final of the women's competition 
was made up of the usual team of Hill, 
Raybaud, Patissier, Jovane etc., it was 
just a matter of who was going to win this 
time. Hill was on form, Raybaud was 
reigning World Champion, Patissier as 
always was climbing very well. It was to 
be Nanette Raybaud showing her 
champions form, who was to win this 
competition. Hill followed with a close 
second and Robyn Erbesfield who has 
been travelling with her trainer came in 
third. 
Felicity Butler and Celia Bull came in 8th 

and 14th, producing two of the best results 
that British women have had in recent 
com petitions. 

7 Day Eventing 
July saw a whole series of events starting 
at Maurienne in France. This was a six 
day event and the first competition of its 
kind. At Maurienne they encompassed 
all aspects ofclimbing, that is, bouldering, 
onsight, worked routes and speed 

climbing. Many of the competitors 
thought the competition very arduous 
and many found it hard to keep up the 
momentum, in fact Ron Kauk and Robert 
Cortijo left after the first few days. 
Moffatt showed his metal and proved to 

be the best all round climber of that 
competition and coming in second was 
the young Franc;:ois Legrand, who has 
been showing very good form on the 
crag and in recent competitions. 

Nadin Gets Greased 
This year La Riba in Spain decided to opt 

out of the World Cup circuit and hold a 
Masters competition instead. This 
competition was accredited by ASCI 
which runs a ranking list alongside the 
UIAA, giving similar results but allowing 
the competitor to take their best five 
results out of a possible 10 competitions. 
After last years men's Super Final fiasco, 

La Riba was determined to have another 
speed climbing contest (last year the 
Super Final was easier than the women's 
qualification route and the winner was 
determined by speed) . 

Like Arco, La Riba had two different 
routes: an "on-sight" and a "worked" 
route, giving the competitors a chance to 
prove themselves in the two different 
styles. 

The worked route was climbed on the 
first day of the competition, with Nadin 
working the route using a bolt hole as a 
little intermediate hold. When he arrived 
at this move on his ascent, he found that 
the route setters had greased over the 
hole making it impossible for him to use. 
But despite this minor setback Simon · 
managed 2nd place. 

The on-sight route was climbed first and 
Moffatt came second with Nadin third 
and Moon a little way behind. Moffatt 
could not make up the metres from his 
mistakes on the first day and it was 
Simon's total results that gave him the 
competition, followed by Jibe Tri bout and 
Jerry Moffatt. 

In the women's competition it was 
Isabelle Patissier's turn to hit good form 
and show the crowd what she could do. 
As ever, Lynn Hill and Nanette Raybaud 
were close on her heels. 

Serre Chevalier in France was the first 
ever ASCI open competition. ASCI 
maintain that the top 15 of the ASCI 
ranking should be invited to a 
competitions (the top 15 contains all the 
committee members), the rest of the 
competitors should be entered into an 
open. The majority of competition 
climbers feel that this is a much fairer 
system than that of the UIAA where there 
is team entrance regardless ofability(even 
though the UIAA set an on-sight standard 
of 7b+ for men and 6c+ for women it is 
evident that many team members cannot 
climb this standard) . 
Serre Chevalier had a new wall to 
inaugurate and what better way than a 
competition. The majority of wel I known 
faces were there with the notable 
exceptions of Moffatt, Moon and Nadin 
who were saving themselves for the next 
leg of the World Cup. 

The wall at Serre Chevalier was 
completely vertical with no overhangs so 
the routes had to be technical or have 
long locks. This proved to be evidently 
unfair in the women's final where Isabelle 
Patissier, Louisa Jovane and Nanette 
Raybaud could easily reach the hold, Lynn 
Hill and Robyn Erbesfield could only try 
and jump for it. The three women that 
went past the long move then went onto 
a midnight Super Final with Isabelle 
coming in first followed by Louisa and 
then Nanette. 
The open section for the men (the women 
were all entered directly) of the 
competition was the same as Vienna in 
that it had routes of the same grade but 
different design, never a satisfactory 
solution. The top six from each group 
went through to qualify: out of the British 
contingent, Tony Ryan and Chris Gore 
went through to the Semi's. 
Unfortunately for most climbers the wall 

was in the sun all day, with temperatures 
reaching 34°C (hot), which adversely 
affected many climbers (that's our 
excuse). 

The final was a strange affair, the 
majority of climbers could not get past 
th€ second bolt and when they did they 
ran out of time. These included the likes 
of Didier Raboutou and Franc;:ois Legrand. 
The most bizarre incident was when Jibe 
Tri bout was nearing the top of the route 
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Above Left: Jackie Godoffe in action at Vienna. Photo: Bonny Masson. Above Right: Felicity Butler at Madonna. Photo: Pete 
Gomersa/1 

and about to dyno for the final hold, he 
thought he heard time called and let go in 
fact it was only a one minute call. This 
mistake cost him 1st place and it was a 
suprising Salavat Rakhmetovfrom Russia 
who went on to win. 

French Restore Goal Posts (I think) 
At Serre Chevalier I was accosted for my 
previous competition report concerning 
this February's nearby Brianc;:on 
competition and the attempts of Moffatt 
to get on the wall, when Raboutou and 
Tribout had already been there . Well, I 
was told that Raboutou is a club member 
and Moffatt isn't and that was why one 
was allowed to practise on the wall and 
one wasn't, so an apology is due for the 
lack of information ... 

Brits Get Roasted 
The last competition of an' arduous July 
was in Italy; this was the second leg of the 
World Cup and was held in the prestigious 
ski resort of Madonna di Campaglio. 

The British were out in force at this 
competition, the team consisting of 
Moffatt, Moon, Nadin, Sutcliffe, Butler 
and Gardener, with a strong supporting 
cast of Mark Leach, Mark Delafield, Pete 
Gomersall, Bonny Masson, Steve Mayers, 
Chris Gore, Tony_ Ryan, Dave (Cubby) 
Cuthbertson and Adam Wainwright, all 
of who were entered in the open. 
Once again we had the, by now familiar, 

situation of dual routes of dissimilar 
design but of the same grade. It was an 
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unfortunate circumstance that the route 
setters for this competition were only 
given 11 days for 9 routes, a hard task and 
one that was reflected in the quality of the 
routes. 
The open competition turned out to be a 

fiasco, both routes were fully in the 
scorching heat, the first bolt was pre
clipped and out of the 50+ competitors no 
more than five climbers made it to the 
third bolt on either route . The positions 
had to be decided on centimetres as the 
majority of climbers fell in the same place. 

This situation was reflected in all the 
routes throughout the rest of the 
competition, easyclimbing before or after 
a hard move, as American Jim Karn put it 
"it's just a slap fest out there" . Out of all 
the British entrants only Adam 
Wainwright qualified . 

Ben Moon was obviously climbing on 
form and was the only competitor on his 
semi-final route to actually top out. All 
the other members of the men's team got 
through to the final on centimetres. 

The final was a "bad do" for the Brits: 
Nadin was second to run at 8am; by his 
own admission he can't climb before 
midday. He managed to get to wh_at was 
a major stopping point for many other 
climbers, Moffatt and Sutcliffe alike. 
Moffatt had been uncharacteristically in 
bed by 9.30pm, trying to sleep off a throat 
infection and as such his performance 
was affected (maybe he should have tried 
a few beers) . So it was left to Ben Moon 
to put in a good performance and that he 

did. For a long time, as the big names 
tumbled, it looked like Ben was going to 
win the competition but then Francois 
Legrand ambled up to Ben's high point 
before he started shaking and jumping 
for holds. So Francois got the cup and a 
very large bottle of champagne. 

The women 's semi-final was a very 
exciting affair but fraught with problems. 
Felicity Butler had climbed incrediblywell 
and shown her world class standing to 
make fourth place, climbing better than 
the likes of Lynn Hill. Six had to qualify 
through to the final. Most of the better 
women competitors had climbed except 
Andrea Eisenhut, she arrived at the 
difficult section and launched into a 
massive jump up and left (the route went 
right) . 
When the results were announced there 

was an almighty commotion from the 
American contingent. Andrea had beaten 
them by jumping whereas they had 
attempted to climb the route, so the judges 
re-measured the route as the Americans 
convinced them that 2 moves right was a 
traverse and where there should have 
been 6 finalists we now had eight, a rather 
unfair situation for those who climbed 
well in the first place. 

As it turned out Isabelle Patissier won , 
followed by Louisa Jovane and Lynn Hill. 
Felicity came in a very respectable 5th 
place equal with two others. 

. Robbed - More Money Problems 
Another problem with the competiti on 



Money Problems Beset Sponsors and Competitions 

was the prize money. The prizes were 
advertised at one amount but another 
sum was actually given by the organisers 
with no explanations. Upon talking with 
various organisers the competitors were 
told that their winnings had been taxed! 
The whole deal was altogether very shady, 
at no other competition have the 
organisers advertised a non taxed amount 
of money and then handed out a lesser 
amount. In all cases the amount that has 
been advertised .has been given to the 
competitor. Obviously the organisers 
were trying to make the competition 
sound more prestigious at the expense of 
the climbers. 

After Madonna all the competitors had 
to fly out to the USA for the third leg at 
Berkeley. 
The American leg of the World Cup has 

always proved a bind, a lot of jet-lag to 
recover from and all for one weekend's 
competition . With all the competitions 
bunched so closely together the 
competitors were by now a little weary. 
The wall was a great deal better than the 

previous Snowbird competitions, more 
like the structures that are to be found in 

the continental competitions. This made 
the event much more interesting for the 
climbers. 

Last year Nadin came second as did 
Lynn Hill; both wanted to prove they could 
win, particularly Lynn on her home 
ground. Moffatt was present and so was 
an on form Frarn,;ois Legrand, Ben Moon 
and Isabelle Patissier. 
The end result would be anyone's guess, 

on the day it was Nadin who proved to be 
the best man with Legrand second and a 
surprise third from Jindrich Hudrcek of 
Czechoslovakia. Many of the regular 
contenders had bad results (for them) at 
Berkeley: Raboutou and Cortijo didn't 
make the top10, Moffatt, Tribout and 
Moon made 7th, 8th, and 9th respectively. 
Maybe climbers are participating in too 
many competitions, resulting in such 
fluctuations in performance. Tony Ryan, 
however, put in a good result with10th 
place which now puts him in the British 
team alongside Moffatt, Nadin and Moon. 
For the women -well once again Nanette 

Raybaud won in the US and Lynn Hill 
came in second; the American title seems 
to remain elusive for Lynn . Isabelle 

Below: Nadin with Physiotherapist at Madonna. Come off it 
Simon, you're not fooling anybody! Photo: Chris Gore. 
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Patissier was third. 
After a brief holiday in the States it was 

back to Italy for the prestigious Arco 
competition. Everyyearthisevent proves 
to be one of the biggest successes of the 
competition calendar and this year was 
no exception . 
The "on-sight" competition was held on 

the first day, with only Moffatt and 
Legrand managingtoclimbthe route, the 
remaining French climbers not so far 
behind. The next day was the Worked 
route; a fierce overhanging section 
leading to a resting position and easier 
climbing. 

Everyone expected Moffatt to win after 
the previous day's performance but it 
was a disinterested Moffatt that tried the 
route, he came off with very little fight. 
Ben Moon got to the rest and was just 
bridging out for a better foothold when 
his foot missed the hold completely and 
he carried on tumbling down. 

For this competition the French made 
1,2 and 3 with Legrand, Tribout and 
Raboutou. Moffatt, Moon and Nadin came 
in 4th, 6th and 7th . 

Lynn Hill seems to have made Arco her 
own competition, once again taking 1st 
place. This win makes it four years in a 
row, a fine achievement. Patissier and 
Jovanecame in 2nd and third respectively. 

Arco was the last competition at the 
time of writing, for the rest of the year we 
have the final 3 legs of the World Cup. 
These will be held in Nuremberg, Lyon 
and Barcelona and with the present 
ranking the World Championship could 
be anyone's. 

U.I.A.A. Ranking A.S.C.I. Ranking 

Name Country Points Name Country Points 

Fran~ois France 48 Simon United 11 8 Legrand Nadin Kingdom 

Jackie France 39 Didier France IOI Godoffe Raboutou 

Simon Un ited 37 Fran~ois France 96.75 Nadin Kingdom Lagrand 

Jer7a Un ited 34 Jer7a Un ited 96 Mof alt Kingdom Mof alt Kingdom 

Ben Un ited 28 Moon Kingdom 

Nanette 
France 62 Lynn Hi.II United 140 Raybaud States 

Lynn Hill United 56 Isabel le France 130 States Patissier 

Isabe lle 
.I 

France 53 Nanette France 120 Pati ss ier Raybaud 

Rob(;n Uni ted · 
42 Louisa Italy 86 Erbes ield States Jovane 
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BOOKS 

One Step in The Clouds 
An omnibus of mountaineering 
novels and short stories 
Compiled by Audrey Salkeld and 
Rosie Smith 
Diadem (1990); Sierra Club 
(1991) £14.95 through 1990, 
then £16.95. US$25.00. 

It has been forty years now 
sinca Claire Eliane Engle stated 
in her essay Mountains and 
Literature that the writing of 
mountain fiction was largely a 
failure mainly because talented 
climbers were rarely good 
writers and that the realities of 
mountaineering were so perfect 
in all their details that the 
imagination could scarcely 
improve on them . Salkeld and 
Smith, duly noting this in their 
introduction to this remarkable 
collection of mountaineering 
fiction, suggest tu rther that a 
major source of resistance in 
writing climbing fiction is 
because the intense drama of 
the mountaineering experience 
is simply too sacred to 
fictionalize. Engle's comments 
are reasonable enough for the 
fifties but they fortunately soon 
were to become dated. 

A surge of interest in writing 
climbing fiction occurred in the 
early seventies as climbing 
writers (climbing was growing 
faster now) realized that the 
sanctity of their sport could be 
compromised without any great 
anguish and came to grips with 
the more serious problems of 
adding dimension to something 
that was already so real. The 31 
stories, 6 novels and 1 play 
included in this anthology (90 
percent of which appeared after 
1970) attest to their success. 
We might ask at this juncture, 

what indeed~ the purpose of 
climbing fiction? Why bother, 
since we already have the 
experiences, have read about 
them, have even written real 
accounts about them? T~ 
answer appears simple enough : 
entertainment and 
enlightenment, preferably both . 
Some authors merely attempt 
the former, without much 
exploration of the 
mountaineering "psyche"; 
others, endowed with more 
inspiration, will probe deeper , 
into the psychology of 
mountaineering, offering 
something new, beyond the 
normal experience: insights, 
images, peculiar twists of plot. 
The latter eniighten as well as 
entertain. 

Salkeld and Smith have 
included a comprehensive 
bibliography of all mountain 
fiction : "stories specifically 
about climbing, adventure 
stories set in wild or · 
mountainous country, stories 
about skiing, and tales about 
everyday life in mountains." 
The criteria for selecting from 
this body of literature were quite 
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simple: enjoyment and diversity. 
The 31 short stories were culled 
from approximately 260 listings; 
of the roughly 475 novels and 
novellas listed, 7 (including the 
play) were chosen, but these 
comprise nearly 75% of the 
book. There is an equal mix of 
authors from Great Britain and 
North America, plus 2 from 
France and 1 from Ireland . 
The collection does achieve its 

stated purpose, but I do have 
reservations about some of the 
stories, which I will explain later. 
The reader will find a rich 
diversity: humour, futurism, 
time alteration, detective 
thrillers, serious climbing with 
the omnipresent possibility of 
death, problems of everyday life 
with mountaineering as a 
background, however remote. 
Only four of the stories were 
published prior to 1951: Ulrich 
the Guide by Guy de 
Maupassant, told in the classic 
style of the late 19th century; the 
charming, witty In Hanging 
Garden Gully by C.E. Montague; 
Scenery for a Murder, a story of 
a climber's death by Menlove 
Edwards; and the highly 
acclaimed novel (written in 
1951) One Green Bottle by 
Elizabeth Coxhead. Ten of the 
selections appeared in the 
seventies (note the hiatus of 
nearly 20 years): A Storm from 
the East and the novella Like 
Water, Like Wind, excellent 
stories, particularly the novella, 
by David Roberts; the gripping 
detective thriller B Tower West 
Wall by Peter Sandberg; 
Summertime, an encounter with 
death, and Night Out, action 
climbing by Al Alvarez; the 
novels, North Wall, a superb 
action story, arguably the best in 
the collection, by Roger Hubank 
and Solo Faces based on the life 
of Gary Hemming, by James 
Salter; The Bronx Plumber by 
Guy Waterman and In Gentle 
Combat with the Cold Wind by 
Jeff Long, two stories of time 
alteration: the mysterious re
appearance of Everester Andrew 
Irvine; the soulful The Way of 
the White Serpent by John 
Daniel; and The Ice Chimney by 
Barry Collins, a fascinating play 
for one actor: a rambling, mad 
monologue defines the last 
hours o'f the eccentric Mau rice 
Wilson, who perished 
attempting a solo climb of 
Mount Everest in 1934. 

No less than 24 stories are 
from the period 1981 through 
1990, but owing to space 
limitations I will list only a few: 
La Fourche, a Faustian tale, Time 
Reversal and the futuristic 2084, 
all well-crafted tales by the 
French writer Anne Sauvy;. 
Leviathan, an excellent 
expedition story with a Moby 
Dick motif, by Geoffrey Childs; 
For Everything It's Season by 
John Long; The White Graph by 

Steck Welcomes Fiction 
Anthology 

Vortex author David Harris in London for the Boardman/Tasker 
Award. Photo: Ed Douglas. 

the Irish writer, Dermot Somers, 
a remarkably graphic, wry story 
of an ascent of the Fissure 
Brown on the west face of the 
Blaitiere; the humorous Midges 
by G.J.F.'Dutton; Cannibals by 
Jeff Long and the previously 
unpublished novel, Vortex by 
the Canadian, David Harris. 

On working my way through 
this anthology, I found myself 
thinking that .Salkeld and Smith 
should have added another 
criterion to the selection 
process: that to qualify, a story 
had to have climbing as its 
primary focus. In de 
Maupassant's story, for 
instance, the only connection 
with climbing is that the two 
main characters are guides 
wintering in an Alpine hut. The 
story is excellent of course, told 
in the dry, unemotional style of 
the time but its inclusion seems 
inappropriate. The same applies 
for the well-written and highly 
entertaining novel Vortex .. Two 
of the central characters are 
climbers who eventually 
become drug-runners, but their 
climbing occupies about 30 
pages in this 200 page story. 
The remaining pages, the 
primary focus of the plot, 
concern the efforts of various 
law enforcement officers to 

apprehend the smugglers. 
Nonetheless, congratulations 

to Salkeld and Smith for 
providing us with such excellent 
reading. 
Allen Steck 

Mountains of Heaven 
by Charles Howard-Bury 
Edited by Marian Keaney 
Hodder & Stoughton £12.95 

I liked the biographical detail at 
the start; Howard-Bury was 
descended from an illustrious 
family, a very keen botanist, a 
competent water-colourist, 
educated at Eton, he graduated 
from Sandhurst as a Captain. 
His experience as a hunter I'll 
pass over but not his entering of 
Tibet without permission while 
in his early twenties: pretty 
adventurous eh? 
The book itself covers just one 

trip which lasted six months in · 
1913. The journey starts 
conventionally enough by 
railway - London-Moscow-Omsk 
- followed by 600 miles or versts 
on a paddle steamer, his only 
regret being the lack of a fellow 
Etonian to talk to. A change of 
transport is dictated by the next 
leg of the journey. A Tarantass 



Kinder - Bleaklow Guide 

is bought: this is not an 
implement of torture as you 
might guess, but a horse drawn 
cart. The result however is the 
same: days of bone-rattling , 
sleepless nights punctuated by 
irritating delays along the 
Siberian Post roads. 
This is all recounted very well. 

His historical notes and 
knowledgeable interest in the 
flora and fauna of the regions is 
well in line with our idea of the 
Victorian gentleman explorer. 

China is entered next and the 
countryside comes alive with 
flowers and history in a fantastic 
chapter. The chapters that 
follow, on the hunting of sheep 
(four foot high at the shoulders 
with huge horns, what do they 
feed them on?) are a bit touchy 
by today's standards. In his 
defence I can say that he ate 
what he shot, and got what he 
deserved from giant horse flies 
the size of bees with probosces 
as sharp as razors. 
Through all this his 

descriptions of flowers and trees 
are often magical with the snow 
covered mountains looking 
down with majestic indifference . 
Later, in the pursuit of the 
eatable, he finds other hunters 
but tries to dissuade them 
because of conservation of 
stock; this is made somewhat 
laughable by the hunting of a 
large bear on the same page. 

His travels then take him 
around the Tien Shan and so 
home. No climbing takes place 
accept of a moderate kind; 
however the book is extremely 
interesting and a very good 
read . 

In 1920 he was sent to Tibet to 
gain permission for Everest -
because of his linguistic skills 
and savoir-faire he got it. Thus 
began the British obsession with 
the hunt for the biggest game of 
all. 1921 saw him leading the 
Everest reconnaissance wher-3 
Mallory got to the North Col at 
27,000 feet. The book is 
valuable as social background -
the climbers and explorers of 
the time were of the upper 
classes by necessity, and they 
did their thing because it was a 
good jape or, to use that 
hackneyed phrase, because it 
was there. 
Stevie Haston 

Kinder and Bleaklow 
Series Editor Geoff Milburn 
BMC distrib by Cordee £11 .25 

The delay in publishing the 
new Kinder/Bleaklow area 
guidebook has provided time for 
a more thorough and fatter 
volume, with many fine new 
climbs added over the past 
couple of years, and in to the 
eleventh hour. Local activists 
have taken advantage of the 
breathing space and gone to 

work to plug the remain ing lines 
to get them included in what 
otherwise would have been a 
rather rushed and less complete 
guide. 

The guide Is interesting and 
well compiled. The graphic 
design and layout is attractive 
and the cover pictures are 
inviting and evocative . 
Hopefully the similar cover will 
wear better than that of the 
Stanage guide. 
An outstanding feature is the 

finesse of the diagrams, 
obviously drawn with loving 
care . However they have been 
slightly overprinted and as a 
result have lost some of their 
delicacy. The route numbers in 
blue are difficult to spot in 
diagrams such as those of 
Tintwistle Knarr on pages 56 and 
61; this probably results from 
the overprinting. 

The grades seem consistent 
but the star ratings are more 
erratic with some star routes on 
the more esoteric crags not 
nearly measuring up to the more 
established examples of quality. 
The guide has plenty of 

inspiring colour photos. Some 
are particularly atmospheric 
such as the shot of West's Crack 
at Bareholme Crag with its 
backdrop of wild moorland and 
brooding sky and the double
page of the bizarre 'Mushroom 
Garden' at sunset. Harry 
Venables on his Final 
Judgement is a good action shot 
illustrating a more recent classic. 
A particular feature of the 

guide is the number of 
fascinating historical black and 
whites that have been unearthed 
and included, some dating back 
as far as 1916. 
The grimly determined face 

and slapping hand of E. Pryor on 
Overhanging Chimney evoke 
feelings familiar to climbers of 
any generation, whilst the 
vagaries of fashion that are 
revealed are amusing . It is 
especially interesting to see 
what these famous gritstone 
pioneers looked like and get 
some glimpse of their 
personalities. The three chaps 
on page 411 certainly hud good 
taste in hair styles! 

Beyond this these photographs 
offer a window into another, 
seemingly more romantic era 
when rock-climbing was more a 
search for adventure than 
technical expertise, when people 
wore tweed jackets and an 
uninspiring drape of hemp rope 
whilst climbing, when they were 
prepared to walk to the crag! 
and even sleep there!! 

Somehow revealed in these old 
picture as much as in the 
contemporary ones is the 
essence of what the area has to 
offer us today, retreat from the 
rat-race, solitude and a bit of 
romance. 
John Allen 

Africa's Mountains of the Moon 
by Guy Yeoman 
Elm Tree Books (Penguin) 
£25 .00 

Herodotus, the Greek 
geographer, recorded travellers' 
tales that the source of the Nile 
was in the Mountains of the 
Moon in central Africa. The 
snow capped Rwenzori range, 
right on the equator, has 
inherited this romantic name, 
well justified by their fantastic 
scenery and dense vegetation 
with giant groundsels, giant 
lobelias and heather up to ten 
metres high . Yeoman gives 
lively accounts of his many 
journeys in the range and in the 
neighbouring chain of the 
Virunga volcanos . Some were 
difficult ascents of the main 
peaks; others strenuous cross
country journeys where one 
may spend a whole day 
travelling less than a mile . The 
highlights of the book are both 
his many fine colour photos 
which capture the mystery and 
attraction of these mountains 
and the beautiful and botanically 
accurate paintings of the flowers 
by Christabel King . He is much 
involved in efforts to conserve 
these unique areas, especially to 
declare the Uganda slopes of the 
Rwenzori a National Park. This 
book is a 'must' for anyone who 
has been or hopes to go there . 
Henry Osmaston 

Zabudnina Everest 
by Jaryk Stejskal/Milan Vranka 
Sport Bratislava, 1989 
47 Crowns 
Horolezectvo Encyklopedia 
Ivan Dieska and Associates 
Sport Bratislava, 1989 
68 Crowns. Both in Slovak 

In 1984 strong Czechoslovak 
expeditions climbed Lhotse Shar 
and Dhaulagiri, and in the winter 
of 1985-6 Jaryk Stejskal and 
Dusan Becik reached the summit 
of Cho Oyu in winter whilst 
climbing in a group including 
Pete Athens, Craig 
Bellinger(USA), Roger Marshall 
and Alan Burgess. 

Zabudnina Everest tells the 
story of these remarkable trips. 
Though published in Slovak and 
thereby inaccessible to most, the 
book is amply illustrated and 
testimony to the strength and 
high standards which 
czechoslovak high altitude 
climbing attained in this period. 
It seems a pity not to be able to 
penetrate further from ignorance 
of the language, not least when 
one suspects wry humour and 
zany anecdote. From the 
participants, like Jiri Novak, Miri 
Smid and the author, this is 
inevitable. Sadly this lightness 
is overshadowed by the deaths 
of four of the leading climbers 
on Everest after their alpine style 
ascent of the South West Face, a 
major setback for which the 
1988 Czechoslovak-Soviet alpine 
style new route on Dhaulagiri 
does not compensate. 

Dieska's encyclopaedia testifies 
to the breadth of interest in 
world climbing among 
Czechoslovak climbers. The 
author/editor has called upon 
the knowledge of a wide range 
of specialists within 
Czechoslovakia, and has drawn 

widely upon world literature on 
climbing. At the same time the 
dust jacket says much for the 
Czechoslovak perspective, with a 
view of the vertical climbing of 
the local sandstone on the front, 
and Shkelda and the twin 
summits of Elburz behind. 
Perhaps both are aspects of a 
climbing world that western 
climbers might soon see more 
of and learn something from. 
The book concludes with lists 

of who climbed which peaks 
above 7000m, and a list of 
landmarks in Czechoslovak 
mountaineering . There are also 
lists of Masters of Sport etc and 
what appear to be awards for 
high performance in cl imbing . 
All in all, despite recent 

setbacks, these books testify to 
the liveliness and ambition of 
the Czechoslovak climbing 
scene, which despite some 
limitations of movement and 
cash has survived and perhaps 
grown from its long taproot of 
tradition to produce modern 
mountaineers of the highest 
calibre . 
Paul Nunn 

Walking the Jura High Route 
by Kev Reynolds 
Winter Ski Traverses 
by R. Brian Evans 
Cicerone Press £6.50 
Walks in the Valais 
by Kev Reynolds 
Cicerone Press £8.25 

Both available in the USA from 
Hunter Publishing Inc., 300 
Raritan Center Parkway, Edison, 
N.J. 08818, USA. 

There is a seemingly 
unquenchable thirst for walking 
guides to continental areas and 
a healthy growth of interest in 
areas which have not been 
popular in the past with British 
or American visitors to Europe. 
The Jura guide thus provides an 
excellent introduction to a fine 
area winter and summer, which 
ought to help many people 
seeking to get away from it all 
without becoming involved in 
the crowded alpine areas. The 
ski traverses should provide a 
similar outlet for those jaded by 
the hordes of the downhill 
industry. 

The Valais guide can be seen 
as a useful aid to walkers and to 
climbers visiting the region . 
Even when climbers have 
relevant descriptions of the 
climbs, they often lack a sense 
of the overall geography at the 
level between map and climb 
description. This plastic backed 
guide could be seen as a useful 
adjunct to the more specialized 
resources available. 

Neither guide sets out to stun 
the reader. Both are practical, 
with attempts to capture the 
atmosphere with black and 
white pictures and occasional 
diagrams. They have their place 
and will probably help many to 
extract great pleasure from 
these areas. 
Paul Nunn 
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LETTERS 

Misled Minority 
from Andy Hyslop 

Dear Sir, 
With regard to the Lakes report 

in Mountain 1351 feel that the 
headline to the section used was 
misleading. I would accept that 
a minority of Lakes climbers are 
'angered' by the retro bolting of 
Parrack Quarry but I do know 
that a large majority are in 
favour of such selective 
development in the Quarries. 

We should be able to 
distinguish between the 
development in the quarries and 
on the natural crags. The 
quarries are generally loose, 
natural protection is unreliable 
and many of the routes are at 
best temporary as large rock 
falls are common and 
unpredictable. They are 
however, easily accessible and 
provide an ideal outlet for 
'sports' type routes in areas 
which do not represent a threat 
to the natural crags of the Lakes. 
There is no shortage of bold 
routes in the Lakes and the retro 
bolting of Parrack has made 
Hodge Close a viable destination 
to many who would have 
previously discounted the area 
as loose, dangerous and 
insignificant. 
Similarly when I placed an 

artificial hold on a route at 'The 
All Weather Gym' in Hodge my 
intention was not to bag the 
route for myself under any 
circumstances, but rather to 
create a climb that was 'do-able' 
at the only bad weather venue in 
the district. The absence of the 
hold has meant that the bolt 
before the crux now has a semi 
permanent bunch of abseil tat 
sprouting from it, making it 
unreasonably awkward to clip. 
The position of the 'hold' does 
not affect the free version of the 
route so why can't the two exist 
in unison? Or should I place 
another bolt so that people can 
aid to the lower off ... what's the 
difference? 

Incidentally, I thought Al's 
comment about not wanting the 
routes on the main wall of 
Hodge retro bolting rather 
amusing as earlier this year he 
was heard to say that he wished 
someone should just turn up 
one night with a drill and get on 
with it! 
Yours, 
Andy Hyslop, 
Ambleside 

New Angle on Jannu 
from Dave Braidley 

Dear Sir, 
Whilst the standard of 

photography in your magazine 
is almost impeccable, perhaps 
the caption relating to page 25 
of Mountain 134 should read; 
"Torno Cesen warms up with a 
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few squat thrusts before starting 
up Jannu" 
or what about 
"Two helmets are better than 
one". 
Yours 
Dave Braidley 

Well there 's no fooling some 
people: but having said that, I 
didn't specify which way up you 
should hold the page to view 
this picture! - B.C.N. 

Trick Photography 
from Jim Kelly 

Dear Sir, 
With reference to Mountain's 

recent trend in trick 
photography, I have a picture of 
this 'slab' climb, which when 
turned through 90 degrees 
overhangs just like Chauca!! 
Would you print it?! 
Yours 
Jim Kelly, 
Sheffield 
P.S. There's no ice splinters in 
this one Bernard, so we may 
'just' get away with it this time!! 

[That's enough tilted photo 
letters. - Ed. I 

Peru Guide Failings 
from Andy Hope 

Dear Sir, 
Chris Watts' review of Philippe 

Beaud's Peruvian Andes Guide 
jogged my memory back to a 
recent trip of mine to Peru . 
To say Beaud diluted anyone's 

sense of adventure by an over
abundance of information is an 
understatement in the extreme. 
We and others found the guide 
to be shockingly inaccurate. The 
author has obviously put little 
effort into research and probably 
wouldn't know a classic route if 
one struck him on the head. 

All too many times true right 
and true left are wrong. Some 
photos are back to front 
(possibly not his fault) and 
others show the wrong 
mountain or buttress! 
Horrendously dangerous routes 
are listed while close by safe 
lines go without mention. 

Carrying your usual loads and 
already suffering under the 
effects of altitude some errors 
are unforgiveable. 

One must ponder Beaud's 
motivation for doing the guide. 
Was it to promote 
mountaineering in Peru or to 
make a fast few hundred 
thousand lntis? 

Common advice is to make 
your own judgements over and 
above the guide. 
Yours sincerely, 
Andy Hope, 
Portland, Oregon 

The employees of Chouinard 
Equipment recently bought the assets 
of Chouinard Equipment Ltd. They 
have formed a new company, 
BLACK DIAMOND EQUIPMENT 
LTD. which has acquired the ~ 
trademark as well as the existing 
inventory, designs and machine shop. 
The company may only be a few weeks 
old, but the collective experience in 
manufacturing the world's best gear 
spans three decades. The committment 
continues. 

Available from specialty dealers in the U .K. 

Fell and Mountain - Accrington 
Rock and Run -Ambleside 
Surf Mountain - Belfast 
Snow and Rock - Birmingham 
Action Sports - Cambridge 
Backpacker Systems - Cheltenham 
Outside - Hathersage 
Centresports - Leeds 
Roger Turner - Leicester 
Outside - Llanberis 
Snow and Rock - London 
Wild Trak -Newcas.tle 
Roger Turner - Nottingham 
Outdoor Adventure - Peterborough 
Rock and Run - Sheffield 
Countryside Ski & Climb - Stevenage 
High Adventure - Swansea 

Colour catalogue available. Send 
£1.00 to the UK Distributor:-

First Ascent 
Unit 2 
Limetree Business Park 
Matlock 
DE4 3EJ 
Tel:- 0629 580484 
Fax:- 0629 580275 

FIRST ASCENT 



The finest collection of outdoor 
equipment, clothing and 
other works of art. 

For your copy of the 1990-91 catalogue, 
write to FIRST ASCENT 
Unit 2, Limetree Business Park, Matlock, 
Derbyshire, DE4 3EJ . Tel : 0629 580484 



MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
For a good booklist of secondhand/out of print books and journals on mountaineering 

and exploration, write to 0. Page, 47 SpottiswoodeRoad, Edinburgh EH9 1DA, Scotland. 
Tel. 031 447 4553. , Wants lists welcomed. 

Good books in good condition always wanted to buy. 

SA VE MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
Largest U.K. stockists of specialist top quality materials and 

MONEY accessories. Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 
Trade and retail. SAE. catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor Holmbridge, Huddersfield, W. Yorks. 0484. 684302 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS! 
DOUG GEETING AVIATION NOW BOOKING FOR 1991 Denali 
Climbing Season. Discounts available, free storage, free 
overflights, free sleds, indoor sleeping at our bunk house. 
DOUG GEETING AVIATION BOX 42 TALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 
CALL COLLECT TO (907) 733-2366 or FAX to (907) 733-1000. 
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Treks, expeditions to unexplored areas of Nepal. 
Lhakpa Sherpa & Elaine Brook, HIMALAYAN TRAVEL, 

Nurses Cottage, Long Lane . Peterchurch. Hereford. HR2 UTE 
HIMALAYAN TRAVEL (0981) 550 246 (24hrs) 

ALPINE ICEFALL CLIMBING - try an exciting change from Scotland. 
Reliable conditions, UIAGM Guides. Brian Hall, Mountain 
Experience, The Cottage, Whitehough Head, Chinley, Stockport, 
Cheshire. SK12 6BX. Tel. 0663 750160 (24 hrs). 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS We hold huge stocks of SECONDHAND AND 
NEW MOUNTAIN BOOKS; climbing/walking guides (worldwide). 

Jarvis Books (M), 57 Smedley Street East, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3FQ, England. 
Shop open Monday-Saturday,9.30-5.30. Tele: (0629)55322. S.a.e.,catalogue. BOOKS BOUGHT 

~ BECK All handmade. Unconditio,ially guarantee_ d. 
~ - 90 catalog free to foreign 

.caAMPON STRAPS U.S &Canada.send25¢ 
PO Box 2223. Santo Barbara , California 931 20, USA. 
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DOUBLE·P_-

Fourth Festival of Mountaineering Literature 
Saturday 1st December 1990, 11am - 8pm 
Bretton Hall College. -~~, \ 
Festival to be opened by special 
guest Chris Bonington. Other guests 
include : Waclaw Sonelski; Mike '. 
Harding ; Dermot Somers; Julian t, 
Cooper; Rosie Smith, Celia Bull and~{) 
Dave Greenald; the cast of £5 6c. 
Winner of the Festival/High Writing 
Competition to be announced. 
Open discussion will be 
encouraged. 
Tickets (£8.50) avai lable in advance from: 
Terry Gifford, Bretton Hall College, 
West Bretton, Wakefield , W . Yorks WF4 4LG. e.rtex 

• 1n your 
Environment . 

.I 

Albion Mills Padiham Lancashire 8812 7DY England 

Telephone 0282 78711 Fax 0282 76712 Telex 63413 
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THE 
GUIDEBOOK 

PEOPLE 
For over 20 years now CICERONE PRESS has 

been producing guidebooks for the great outdoors. 
Whether it is walking, climbing, scrambling or even 
canoeing, we've been guiding people to the best in the 
best possible way. 

We've got guidebooks to gentle strolls in the 
Black Forest or desperate climbs in the Picos de Europa, 
hair-raising klettersteig in the German Alps or 
abandoned railways in Scotland. Why not send a sae for 
our list? 

CICERONE PRESS 
Police Square, Milnthorpe, Cumbria LA7 ?PY 
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K2. ~~t!~!}p?n 
• Earl y booking discount 
• Climber bunk house 
• We take your climb seri ously 

Mt. McKinley • Alaska 
(907) 733-2291 

Box 290M, Talkeetna, AK 99676 

> ,' 

World Experts 
in the Arts of Alpinism 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. 
(C)(M) (S) 
Tel. 0224 636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road 
Tel. 061 928 6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies 
Climbers Shop 
Compston co·rner 
Tel. 05394 32297 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd . 
9/10 Grampian Road 
PH22 1RH 
Tel. 0479 810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. 0479 656 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports Eqt. 
The Outdoor Centre 
70 High Street 
Tel. 0232 238572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232 248877 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop 
18/19 Snowhill Oueensway, 4 
Tel. 0212366816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports 
14 - 16 Priory House 
Queensway 4 
Tel. 021 236 8280 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre 
193 Church· Street 
Tel. 0253 24307 

Bolton 
Haute Montagne Ltd . 
10 Manor Street 
Tel. 0204 386251 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports 
4 Jacob Street 
Manchester Rd ., 5 
Tel. 0274 728674 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd . 
BN24AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street (corner of 
Church Street), BN1 1UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 
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Bristol 
Ellis Brigham-
162 Whiteladies. Road 
Tel. 0272 741157 

Bristol 
Taunton Leisure 
72 Bedminster Parade 
BS3 4HL 
Tel. 0272 637640 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerston Street 
Tel. 0282 36816 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Micha ms Corner 
34 Chesterton Road CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223 356207 

Cambridge 
Open Air Cambridge Ltd . 
11 Green St. 
CB2 3JU 
Tel. 0223 324666 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown 
The Climbing Shop 
Tel. 06904 205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904 232 

Carlisle 
Dennis English 
141 Lowther Street 
Tel. 0228 30239 

Cheltenham 
Backpacker Systems 
44 Winchcombe St. 
(Opp. the Odeon), GL52 2ND 
Tel. 0242 42200 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham 
7 Northgate Street 
Tel. 0244 318311 

Chesterfield 
Great Outdoors 
195 Chatsworth Rd. 
S40 2BA 
Tel. 0246 220287 
Fax. 0246 220287 

Chesterfield 
Wilderness Ways 
26/28 Park Road, S40 1XZ 
Tel. 0246 201437 

Cirencester 
Cotswold Camping 
Broadway Lane, South .Cerney 
Glos. GL7 5UQ 
Tel. 0285 860612 
Fax. 0285 860483 

Darlington 
Wild Trak 
155 Northgate 
Tel. 0325 286 917 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd . 
85/89 King Street, DE1 3EE (S) 
Tel. 0332 365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski & Climb 
47 Queen St. DE1 3DE 
Tel. 0332 295100 

Doncaster 
DMC Mounta'in Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Raad (S) 
Tel. 0302 341756 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd . 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382 24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevisport 
Unit 13, Waverley Market 
EH1 1BQ (M) (S) 
Tel. 031 557 0923 

Elgin 
Keith Johnson Outdoor Sports 
61 High Street 
Tel. 0343 49064 

Forres 
Moray Mountain Sports 
7 North St. 
IV36 0AD 
Tel. 0309 74789 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd . 
High Street 
PH33 6EJ (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397 4921 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports 
99 Great Western Road 
Tel. 041 332 5533 

Glasgow 
Nevi sport 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041 332 4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Magic Mountain 
Mountain Equipments Own Shop 
Howard Town Lane 
(off Victoria St.) SK13 8HT 
Mail Or.der Tel. 04574 60067 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp. 
72 High St. West 
Tel. 045 74 4766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. 0479 2946 

Harrogate 
Wilderness Ways 
71 Station Parade, HG1 1ST 
Tel. 0423 62874 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433 51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports 
9/ 11 Bridge Street , IV1 1 HG 
Tel. 0463 238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road . 
Tel. 0596 73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road 
Tel. 0524 66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
57/59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel. 0532 452917 

Leeds 
W ilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate 
Tel. 0532 444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner Mounta in Sports 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533 551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 709 6912 

llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall , High Street 
Tel. 0286 870 327 

London 
Alpine Sports 
215 Kensington High Street, W8 
Tel. 071 938 1911 

London 
Alpine Sports 
456 - 458 The Strand, WC2 
Tel. 071 839 5161 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd. 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden, WC2E 7HE 
Tel. 071 240 9577/8 (C) (M) (S) 

London 
Cotswold Camping 
42/44 Uxbridge Road 
Shepherds Bush, W12 8ND 
Tel. 081 743 2976 
Fax. 081 740 1490 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
150 Holborn 
(Corner Grays Inn Road) , E1 
Tel 071 831 6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
188 Kensington High St. W8 7RG 
Tel. 071 937 0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Alpine Sports 
12 - 14 St. Mary's Gate,M11PX 
Tel. 061 832 5956 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4 
Tel. 061 834 0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Cotswold Camping 
6 Oxford Road, M1 5QA 
Tel. 0612364123 
Fax. 061 236 5851 

Matlock Bath 
The'Bivouac 
56 North Parade 
Tel. 0629 3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilder11ess Ways 
100 Newport Road 

-Tel. 0642 248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre 
34 Dean Street, NE1 1PG (C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 
091 221 0770 (Mail Order) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wild Trak, 
60 - 62 St. Andrew's St. NE1 5SF 
Tel. 091 2618 582 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings 
NE 1 1 RF 
Tel. 0632 24941 



Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd. 
13 - 17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner 
Mountain Sports 
120 Derby Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0602 417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite 
Rhodes Bank, Oldham OL 1 1TA 
Tel. 061 620 3900 

Perth 
Mountain Man Supplies 
14, Charlotte Street, 
PH1 5LL 
Tel. 0738 32368 (C)(M) 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure 
29 Lincoln Road PE1 2RH 
Tel. 0733 41381 

Plymouth 
Mountain Action 
50 Faraday Mill 
Prince Rock, PL4 OST 
Tel. 0752 226923 

Plymouth 
The Wide Blue Yonder 
107 North Hill, PL4 8JX 
Tel. 0752 227264 

Preston 
Glaeier Sport Ltd . 
40 - 41 Lune St. 
Tel. 0772 821903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre 
99 Caversham Road 
Tel . 0734 55589 

Reading 
Cotswold Camping 
213 London Road RG1 3NY 
Tel. 0734 68881 
Fax. 0734 351122 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd. 
41 Bell Street, RH2 7AB 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Ellis Brigham Mtn. Sports Ltd . 
149 Fitzwilliam St., 
S1 4JP 
Tel. 0742 727525 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd. 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742 556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre 
Coach Street. Tel. 0756 4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping 
118 High Street, SG1 3DW 
Tel. 0438 353086 (C) (M) 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate 
Tel. 061 480 3660 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
14 High Street 
Milton Keynes, 
MK11 1AF 
Tel . 0908 568913 (C) (M) 

Swansea 
Taunton Leisure 
206 High St. 
SA1 1PE 
Tel. 0792 476515 

Taunton 
Taunton Leisure 
40 East Reach , TA 1 3ES 
Tel. 0823 331875 

Walsall 
White Mountain 
31 Stafford Street 
Tel. 0922 722422 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406 229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd. 
9 Colliergate 
Tel. 0904 39567 

UNITED STATES 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works 
3049 Adeline, 94703 
Tel. 415 849 0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face 
2804 Telegraph Ave. 94705 
Tel. 415 548 1371 

California: Costa Mesa 
The North Face 
Crystal Court in South Coast 
Plaza, 
3333 Bear St., #332 
92626 
Tel. 714 556 0540 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213 790 2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face 
383 University Ave., 94301 
Tel. 415 327 1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernadino 
Sports Country Ltd . 
222 North G Street, Suite B 
92401 
Tel. 714 825 2973 {C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc. 
4620 Alvardo Canyon Road 
92120 
Tel. 714 283 2374 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering 
173 South Washington, 95370 
Tel. 209 532 5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer 
1329 Broadway, 80302 
Tel. 303 442 8355 
(C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
North Face 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303 
Tel. 303 499 1731 

Colorado: Broomfield 
Lowe Alpine Systems 
PO Box 1449 
620 Compton, 80020. 

Colorado: Denver 
North Face 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd. 
80222 
Tel. 303 758 6366 

N.H.: lntervale 
Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc. 
RT 16, Box 206 03845 
Tel. 603 356 3042 

N.H.: Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment 
Main Street 03860 
Tel. 603 356 5287 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters 
21 Park Place, 10007 
Tel. 212 227 1760 (C) (M) 

Utah: Moab 
Rim Cyclery, 
94 West 100 North 84532 
Tel. 801 259 5333 

Vermont: Shelburne 
Climb High 
1861 Shelburne Road, 05482 
Tel. 802 985 5055 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works 
827 Bellevue Way N.E. 98004 
Tel. 206 453 1515 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
152511th Avenue, 98122 
Tel. 206 323 8333 (C)(M)(S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest 
3320 Meridian Ave ., N., 98103 
Tel. 206 633 0408 (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face 
1023 1st Ave. 98104 
Tel. 206 622 4111 

Washington: Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply 
3730 South Pine 98409 
Tel. 206 472 4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering 
Main Square 
(P.O. Box 1533) 83001 
Tel. 307 733 3595 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Laramie 
Rocky Mountaineering 
211 Second Street, 82070 
Tel. 307 742 3191 (S) (C) 

AUSTRALIA 

A.C.T.: Canberfa 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St. 
Braddon, 2601 
Tel. (06) 257 3883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Chatswood 
Travel & Trekking Equipment 
272 Victoria Avenue 
2067 
Tel. 02 419 6955 

N.S.W.: Jindabyne 
Paddy Pallin 
Kosciusko R., 2627 
Tel. (064) 56 2922 (S) (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
527 Kingsway, 2228 
Tel. (02) 525 6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Kathmandu Pty. Ltd. 
Town Hall Arcade 
Cnr. Kent & Bathurst Sts. 
Tel. (02) 261 8901 

,I 

N.S.W. : Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd . 
291 Sussex St., 2000 
Tel. 02 264 3146 
Fax. 02 264 2645 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2685 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment) 
327 Sussex St. 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker 
138 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006 
Tel. (07) 252 4408 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs 
99 Albert Street, 4000 
Tel. (07) 211 6756 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pallin 
228 Rundle St. 5000 
Tel. (08) 232 3155 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
76 Elizabeth St., 7000 
Tel. (002) 310 777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin 
59 Brisbane St., 7250 
Tel. (003) 31 4240 (C) (S) 

Victoria: Box Hill 
Paddy Pallin 
8 Market St., 3128 
Tel. (03) 898 8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123 
Tel. (03) 882 7229 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports 
360 Lonsdale Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 1177 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu Pty . Ltd . 
78 Hardware St. 
Tel. (03) 642 1942 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pall in Pty Ltd. 
360 Little Bourke St., 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Palliri, 
Shop 1, 891 Hay St. 6000 
Tel. (09) 321 2666 

BELGIUM 

Leuven - Hasselt 
Kariboe C.V. 
Naamsesteenweg 86, B-3030 
Tel. 32/16 - 23.07 .72 

32/ 11 - 81.76.39 
Fax. 32/16 - 20.54.46 
(C)(M)(S) 

CANADA 

Alberta: Calgary 
The Hostel Shop 
144 Kensington Road, N.W. 
Tel. 403 283 8311 (C) (M) (S) 
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Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 

• 1009 4th Avenue S.W. 
T2P 0K8 
Tel. 403 269 2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
428 West 8th Ave., V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604 872 8247 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
35 Front Street East, M4E 183 
Tel. (416) 363 0122 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee 
2159 Est Rue Ste. Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524 1106 

DENMARK 

Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Schop) 
Vesteraa 26, 9000 
Tel. 98 13 87 33 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Banegaardsgade 16 
Tel. 86 13 36 13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt. 
Kompagnistraede 16 
DK-1208, K. 
Tel. 33 32 00 82 Fax. 31 86 16 06 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. 33 12 55 22 Fax. 42 52 77 10 
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Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. 42 87 04 67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Kongensgade 55, 5000 C 
Tel. 6611 2418 

GERMANY 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck 
Sendlinger Str. 85 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel. (089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Grade VI Alpine Equipment & 
Services 
1st Floor, 13 Saigon Street, 
Yaumatei, Kowloon 
Tel. 7820200, 7820202 
Fax. 852 7823661 
Telex. 71947 HYBME HX 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre 1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St. 
Mongkok, Kowloon.Tel. 3-848190 
Telefax. 852-3-7707110 · 

Mountain Servics lnt'I Ltd ., 
1st Floor 
168 Des Voeux Road 
Central 
Tel. 541-8876 
Fax. 541-7994 

ITALY 

Sondrio 
Fiorelli Sport 
Val Masino 
San Martino 23010 
Tel. 0342 640873 

NETHERLANDS 

Den Haag 
Bever Zwerfsport 
Erdman Schmidt 
Calandplein 4, 2521 AB 
Tel. 070-3883700 
Fax. 070-3800881 
Telx. 33524 BEVER NL 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Christchurch 
235 High Street (Head Office) 
Tel. 667 148/661 048 
Fax (64 3) 665375 
8 Stores Nationwide 

Christchurch 
Bivouac (Head Office) 
76 Cashel St. 
Tel. (643) 663 197 
Fax. (643) 669 240 
Retail Stores: Auckland, 
Wellington 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd. 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall 
Tel. 0064 03 666 211 (C) (M) 

NORWAY 

Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948 
5001 
Tel. 05 31 1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment 
N 3560 Hemsedal 
Tel. 067 78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr NS 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02 46 90 75 

SPAIN 

Madrid 
Amadablam 
Comandante Zorita, 13 
28020 
Tel. 91.253.05.31 

SWEDEN 

Stockholm 
Basecamp 
Fleminggatan 34, 112 32 
Tel. (046) 08 516199 
Fax (046) 08 511688 



BERG HAUS, 
Guaranteed Performance 

Gore-Tex" Shell. Photo: G. Oliver. 

GORE-TEX~ 
Guaranteed 

to keep you dry 

For further information on Berghaus products, write to: 

1• 1·tJtt,6i!ti 
P.O. Box I XF, Newcastle upon Tyne NE99 I XF. 

*Gore-Tex is a Registered Trade Mark ofW. L. Gore & Associates Inc. 
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