


In 1979 Berghaus introduced a revolutionary item of mountaineering 
equipment - the YETI GAITER. This new concept provided protection for 
the lower leg and the whole of the boot upper, virtually eliminating snow 
and water entry. The result was much warmer, drier feet - vital to the 
well-being and success of the climber. The YETI has since been so 
successful it is now established as an essential prerequisite for Scottish 
Winter, Alpine or Expedition mountaineering. 
Alan Hinkes, currently Britains most prolific mountaineer, testifies to the 
invaluable contribution the YETI has made to his achievements. 
"Over the last 3 years I have climbed on the highest Himalayan peaks -
the 8,000 ·ers. Climbing 2 new routes on Shisha Pangma (8046m), the 
first British ascent of Manaslu (8136m), the first ascent of Menlungtse 
(7013m) and, recently, two 8,000m peaks in 12 days, Cho Oyu (8201m) 
and Shisha Pangma. 
During this period I have chosen to use Berghaus equipment because 
it combines performance with rel iability. I do not hesitate 
to recommend the YETI as one of the finest articles of 
equipment to be designed specifically for mountaineers. 
Having used them for over lO years I fully appreciate 
their effectiveness and they will continue to remain a 
crucial element in all my mountaineering ventures." ••« ·19#-t, 6 it!J 

P.O . Box I XF. Newcastle upon Tyne, NE99 I XF. 

EXPEDITION 



MOUNTAIN 
Number 138 March/April 1991 UK £1.65 US $3 .75 

... 

.8 
Info 

20 
Peuterey Perfect 
by Martin Moran 

28 
Bolts 

32 
Sporting Squamish 

by Larry Kemp 

38 
Manolo 

Profile by Andrea Gobetti 

42 
Five Days One Easter 

by Robert Durran and Brendan Murphy 

46 
Film Festival Reviews 

by John Barry and Claude Remy 

50 
Books/Letters 

Cover: Ron Kauk taking a look on The Lighter Side (5 12) Medlicott 
Dome, Tuolumne Meadows, California . Photo: Greg Epperson . 

Editor: Bernard Newman 
Associate Editor: Paul Nunn 

Business and Advertising: Patricia Lewis 

U.S.A. Agent - Trade Only: Wild Country U.S.A. Inc., 
27 Whitelaw Drive, Center Conway, NH 03813 U.S.A. 

Tel. (603) 356-9316 
Mountain is published by Mountain Magazine Ltd . in mid January, 

March, May, July, September & November. 
Subscription rates for any six issues (one year) UK £11.00, 

Overseas £12.00, United States $23.00. 

Mountain, PO Box 184, Sheffield S11 9DL. 
Phone 0742-586553 Fax 0909-568206 

Printed by Hi-Tech Print, Dinnington, England. 
Output by Crypt icks, Leeds, England. 

Colour separation by Litho Pre-Print, Leeds, England 

t\Rab Down 
Equipment 

~ DOWN Sleeping bags 
~ DOWN Jackets 

~ DOWN Vests 
~ DOWN Naturally 

~ DOWN Equipment 
~ DOWN ..... ... Natures perfect 

invention for 
lightweight 

warmth. 



BACK ISSUES 
Tick appropria te Box. Please note that a few copies of older issues 
are available, details and price per copy on request. 

□□□□□□□□□ 
£1.50 (British Isles), £1.75 (Overseas), 
$4.00 (USA). For orders of 6 issues or more, charge per 
copy is reduced to: £1.25 (UK), £1.45 (overseas), $3.50 (USA). 

Please send me .... .. .. ........ . issues at.. ... .. ...... .. .... each 
TOTAL. ...................... ............ . 

PAYMENT: Pre-payment is required for all the above rates which include 
post and packing . Orders are shipped surface mail , so overseas customers 
should allow up to two months for delivery. Air Mail delivery rates are 
available on request. Send payment to: Mountain Magazine Ltd. P.O.Box 
184 Sheffield 511 9DL England. Tel. 0742-586553. A photocopy of this 
form will be accepted. All prices subject to change without notice. 

INDEXES 
£1.00 (British Isles and Overseas), 
$2.50 (USA) 

1 1 _ 12 1 113 -24 1 1 25 _ 40 1 1 41 -52 1 

153 -64II65-761177-881189-1001 

l101-112i i113-124I I 125-136 I I co~~~m I 
Please tick appropriate box. 

Complete Sets: £10.00 (British Isles and Overseas), 
$20.00 (USA) 

I order .. ... .... .... ... .indexes at .. .. .... .. .. ..... I order ................... . 

complete sets at. .............. .... TOTAL .... .. ..... .. ...... ... .. .. .. . 

BINDERS £5.95 (UK), 
£6.25 (Overseas), $12.00 (USA) 
High quality maroon binders with grey lining, each holding two years' issues (12), and shipped 
with a gold Letraset kit for personal referencing. Discount available fo r bulk orders of three or 
more as follows £5.45 (UK), £5.75 (Ove rseas ), $11.00 (USA). All prices include V.A.T. and Post 
and Packing. 

I order .............. Binders at .... ..... TOTAL ................ ..... . . 

NAME: .. .......................... .. .......... ...... ...... . 
ADDRESS : ......... ........................ .... ..... .... . 

TOTAL 
ENCLOSED 

I 

~ OUTSIDE WALES · OUTSIDE PEAK • OUT 

~ END OF SEASON 6 
~ m 

e ! 
~ ~ 
~ m 
~ ~ ~ 

~ AT 0 
~ ~ ~~~~~ C 
..I MAIN ROAD, OLD BAPTIST CHAPEL, iii ;$ HATHERSAGE, HIGH, ST., LLANBERIS, ;::: 
:ai NR. SHEFFIELD. S3D 1 BB CAERNARFON, LL55 4EN w 
~ TELEPHONE: 0433 51936 TELEf:'HONE: 0286 871534 ffl 

~ STARTS SAT. MARCH 2nd ~ 
.1no • >1v:1d :1aIs.1no • s:11vM :1aIs.1no • ~ 

2 



LOCKNUTS/WALNUTS-KEYPROTECTIONFROMDMM! 
New for 1991: LOCKNUTS -
to add more flexibility to the 
DMM protection system! 

• Same 
extrusion as Walnuts 
• Ma chined to have a 
symmetrical taper ( as opposed 
to a dovetail on Walnuts). 
• No scooped faces. 
• Shot blasted for easy recognition. 
• Size labels wrapped in clear shrink 
tube (as on Walnuts) . 

In the continuing evolution of crack protection, 
Walnuts represent the highest form of the 

species ... 
• Differential Curves ensure 3 points of 

contact. 
• Dovetailed sides ensure secure 

placements in flaring and bottoming 
cracks. 

• Tapering scoops make it 
possible to have secure 

placements even when 
the nut is only 

half in! 

• 
INTERNATIONAL-PERFECTION IN PROTECTION! 

Y GLYN, LLANBERIS, GWYNEDD, LL55 4EL U.K. Tel: 0286-872222 Fax: 0286-872090 

DIADEM BOOKS ANNOUNCES PUBLICATION 
OF THE SECOND EDITION OF PAT LITTLEJOHN'S 

ACCLAIMED SELECTED CLIMBS GUIDE 

SOUTH WEST CLIMBS 
• Completely redesigned into slim, flexible format 

• 500 routes described with easy cross rdarencing to 
photos and diagrams 

• 150 b/w photos and 19 colour photos 

• 48 maps and diagrams • 304 pages (inc. 16 pp of colour) 

This compact new guide skilfully incorporates more 
information and photos than comparable guides but 

without their excessive bulk. ISBN 0 906371821 £14.95 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS! 
DOUG GEETING AVIATION NOW BOOKING FOR 1991 Denali 
Climbing Season. Discounts available, free storage, free 
overflights, free sleds, indoor sleeping at our bunk house. 
DOUG GEETING AVIATION BOX 42 TALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 
CALL COLLECT TO (907) 733-2366 or FAX to (907) 733-1000. 

Treks, expeditions to unexplored areas of Nepal. 
Lhakpa Sherpa & Elaine Brook , HIMALAYAN TRAVEL, 

Nurses Cottage, Long Lane. Peterchurch. Hereford . HR2 OTE 
HIMALAYAN TRAVEL (0981) 550 246 (24hrs) 

MATTERHORN, EIGER, MONT BLANC-climb the big 3 in a fortnight. Other Alpine guided 
courses based Chamonix, France. All levels, UIAGM Guides. 
MOUNTAIN EXPERIENCE, The Cottage, Whitehough Head, Chinley, Stockport, Cheshire, 
England. SK12 6BX. Tel. 0663 • 750160 

OUTDOOR GEAR 
AND CLOTHING 
REI has the best for your muscle-powered activities 
including hiking, climbing, skiing, bicycling, fitness 

walking and wa\~r 1 sports. Satisfaction guaranteed from 
America's (lirimost provider of outdoor goods. 

g • 

• • • • • • FREE CATALOG! • • • 

98138-2127 I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

••• 
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COMING SOON TO A 
HILLSIDE NEAR YOU. ~ - -

0 

With half-a-million acres of mountainous 
countryside owned by the ten water and sewage 
businesses of England and Wales, this may soon 
become an all-too-familiar sight. 

As a result of privatisation, you could find your 
favourite hillside suffocated under a blanket of 
conifers. Or surrounded by fencing. Keeping you firmly 
on the outside. 

NO 
ENTRY 

By joining the BMC, however, you can help 
prevent this happening. We're campaigning vigorously 
to protect mountain areas, wherever they come under 
threat. And from whatever quarter. 

ALL HI LL WALKERS, CLIM BERS, 
RAMBLERS, KEEP OUT. 

:. 0 
f::= .• ••:•:•:•:•. •••· •••'.;'. ••••••v••···• 

But we need your help. 
Don't take free access to the countryside for granted. 

JOIN THE BMC. 
PROTECTING YOU & THE COUNTRYSIDE. 
£6.50 Individual Membership. £20 Specially-Reduced Membership Rate Including One-Year's Subscription to 
High Magazine. (Please quote ref: M/1 when applying) 

For further information on all the benefits of BMC membership, telephone 061-273 5835/5163/5839. 
Crawford House, Precinct Centre, Booth Street East, Manchester M13 9RZ. 

BRITISH 
MOUNTAINEERING 

COUNCIL 
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NOW AVAILABLE 
This is a full index for 
MOUNTAIN 
Nos. 125 - 136 inclusive 

Price: £1.00 ($2.50) 

Send cheques to : 

Mountain Magazine Limited, 
PO Box 184, 
Sheffield S 11 9DL. 

World Experts 
in the Arts of .Alpinism 

. ,_~,1 f \ ,~,\ 1 

Par1.ittl:e1ohn 
.~/ ll, /" , 

Clog offers classic, reliable designs, 
combined with proven technology. 

When performance counts Clog is the 
professional choice. 

For details on the full range of 
karabiners, camming units and descenders, 
send for your catalogue now. 

CLOG 
Wild Country Llm1ud, Mevenll Road, T 1deswdl1 

Buxton, Dcrbyshuc SK17 SPY England 

Telephone (0298) 871010 Fax (0298) 872077 



HIGH t\l>\fl:NTIJIU: 
Trekking and Mountaineering 

Real expedition style climbs at reasonable prices 
from the team leading the 1991 British Masherbrum Expedition 

4 new itineraries in the Karakoram Himalaya 
• From the Hushe Valley, Baltistan 

Charakusa Glacier/K7 Base Camp• Cobra Peak 5900m 
Gondokoro Glacier • Vigne Peak 5950m 
'New' southern route to K2 Base Camp 

• From the Shimshal Valley, Eastern Hunza 
The 5 High Passes of Shimshal Trek 

July-September 1991. 3 and 4 week itineraries 
Prices £1,545 - £1,845 

Special expeditions available for groups on request 
full details and colour brochure available from 

High Adventure, 91 Telford Avenue, London SW2 4XN 081-674 8997 

-~ 

• 

,,,.• 
f#/' 

/4 
,,>'1 

~ ~.-
,y/JJIC" . 

, 

eJf!_~BECK 
CRAMPON STRAPS 

All handmade. 
Unconditionally guaranteed. 

91 catalog free to foreign. 
U.S. & Canada, send 25¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, 
California 93120, USA. 

SAVE MONEY 
MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR 
CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

Largest U.K. stockists of specialist top 
quality materials and accessories. 
Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 
Trade and retail. S.A.E. catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor 
Holmbridge, Huddersfield, W. Yorks. 

0484 · 684302 

MOUNTAINEERING 
BOOKS 

For a good booklist of secondhand/out 
of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exploration, write 
to 0. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, 

Edinburgh EH9 10A, Scotland. 
Tel. 031 552 27 59 

Wants lists welcomed. 
Good books in good condition always 

wanted to buy. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 
We hold huge stocks of 

SECONDHAND AND NEW 
MOUNTAIN BOOKS; climbing/ 

walking guides (worldwide). 
Jarvis Books (M), . 

57 Smedley Street East, Matlock, 
Derbyshire, DE4 3FO, England. 

Shop open Monday-Saturday, 9.30-5.30. 
Tele : (0629) 55322 

S.a .e., catalogue. BOOKS BOUGHT 



FREE STANDING 
QUALITY 

The Tadpole weighs in at a mere 
4 lbs, but, unlike other '2 person 
lightweights', is a practical roomy 
home for two on the move. Its unique 
pole configuration provides free
standing convenience with geodesic 
strength and though intended for 3 
season use, the strength and quality 
of its materials and construction, 
gives performance to spare. 

The Tadpole is just one of the 
range of outstanding tents from 
THE NORTH FACE all guaranteed 
by THE NORTH FACE FULL 
WARRANTY. 

For a copy of 
the 1990 catalogue 
write to: 
GREAT HRITAl'1: Siobhan Sheridan. 
l'lrst Ascent. Unit 2. Limctrce 
Business Park. Matlock. Derbyshi re 
DE4 3EJ. Tel: 0629/580-18-1 

LLANBERIS Gwynedd. Tel : 0286 870327 . Open daily 9am - 6pm (winter 5 .30pm). Sun 1 Dam - 5pm. 
CAPEL CURIG [behind the PO J. Gwynedd. Tel: 069 04 205. Open daily 9am - 6pm [winter 5 .30pm). Sun 9am - 5pm. 
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GREATER HIMALAYA : : 

Quiet Winter in Nepal 

NEPAL 
The winter season of 1990-1991 
was reasonably uneventful. 
Only 11 expeditions visited the 
country and for once there were 
no fatalities. No 8000m peaks 
were climbed, although there 
were four solo attempts on 
different 8000ers. Only two 
mountains, Arna Dablam and 
Himalchuli , were climbed . 

Cho Oyu (8201 ml 
The Normal Route was 
attempted solo by Italian Kurt 
Walde. He was forced to retreat 
by high winds on 8 Jan having 
reached 7500m. 

Makalu (8463ml 
Prior to going to Makalu, the 
experienced Polish climber 
Krzysztof Wielicki revealed that 
he hoped to be the first person 
to climb the world's five highest 
peaks in winter. Wielicki has 
already climbed Everest, 
Kangchenjunga and Lhotse in 
winter. 
He reached 7300m on the West 
Pillar on his 41 st birthday, and 
there spent the night listening to 
the hurricane force winds in a 
tiny snow hole. It was enough 
to.convince him to abandon his 
ambition for at least this year. 

Manaslu (8163ml 
Solo French climber Eric Monier 
reached 7950m on the seldom 
attempted South Face. Having 
climbed through the night, he 
reached his high point at 
daybreak on 6 Jan and there 
realised that not only were his 
fingers frozen, but he was 
beginning to experience severe 
hallucinations, having been 
accompanied for several 
hundred metres by a 100,000 
year old woman: 
"My legs would have taken me 

to the top, but I was dreaming 
and falling asleep. Still, the 
summit was not as important to 
me as experiencing such intense 
loneliness. I have reached the 
limit of climbing alone." 
Monier managed to descend 

safely and only lost the end of 
one finger. 

Annapurna 1 (8091ml 
Miro Sveticic of Yugoslavia had 
hoped to emulate the feats of his 
compatriot Torno Cesen by 
soloing the unclimbed West 
Face of Annapurna 1. It was not 
to be. 
His team mates were unable to 

fix a the descent route down the 
normal North Face due to 
continuous serac fall, and it was 
judged unacceptably dangerous 
for Sveticic to attempt a descent 
of the West Face without fixed 
ropes. 

Arna Dablam (6812ml 
Four expeditions successfully 
climbed this peak. The most 
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Above: The mighty South Face of Lhotse with the Russian rib catching the sun and Below Right the 
upper part of the Soviet Route. Photos: Yelkov and Tone Skarja. Below Left: Summiteer Vladimir 

KaratEJjev. Photo: Y~lkov. 
notable ascent was by the 
American pair Chris Warner and 
Glen Dunmire. They ascended 
the West Face in a single 5 day 
push, reaching the summit on 21 
Dec and then descended the 

normal SW Ridge. 
All the other ascents were via 

the SW Ridge and were made 
my teams from Norway/ 
Sweden, Italy, America and a 
solo ascent by New Zea lander 

Carol McDermott. All the 
ascents were prior to Christmas 
when the weather is normally 
less severe. 



Rescue on Trango Tower 
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The East Face of Manaslu, showing the high camp of the Kazakhstan 
Expedition and the site of the fatal accident. Photo: Yelkov. 

Himalchuli (7893ml 
A South Korean team made the 
fourth ascent of the West Peak 
via the SW Ridge. Lee Suk
Hwan reached the summit on 19 
December. 

POST MONSOON 1990 

Lhotse (8516ml 
Full details of the Soviet ascent 
of the South Face have now 
been received. The team were 
selected with greater freedom 
than on all previous Soviet 
Himalyan expeditions. The 
leaders, Bershov and Turkevitch, 
were old friends who had 
climbed Everest and 
Kangchenjunga together. The 
team was chosen on merit and 
not for their previous services in 
national teams. Many were 
younger rock hot shots with no 
proven high altitude experience. 
The route had been chosen well 
in advance and tackles the 
central spur that falls directly 
from the main summit. After 
some early close shaves with 
avalanches, the team 
established four camps at 6000, 
6500, 6800 and 7100m. 
Originally, the aim was to 
attempt an alpine style push 
from this point, but the climbing 
on the steep buttress above 
proved hard and time 
consuming in poor weather 
(UIAA V, A2). Two more camps 
were placed at 7350m and 
7900m, and a snow cave at 
8300m. 
Above 8000m, it had been 
hoped that the difficulties would 
ease, but instead the team had 
to negotiate a heavily corniced 
knife edge ridge. Two attempts 
to reach the top early iri October 
failed. Most of the climbers were 
by now exhausted after a month 
of hard climbing. It was left to 
Sergei Bershov and Vladimir 

Karatajev to make the final 
effort. 
The pair set out for the summit 
on 16 Oct. They ran out of 
oxygen halfway, and Karatajev 
began to fall behind. Bershov 
waited for an hour on the 
summit ridge for his partner and 
they eventually reached the 
summit at 7pm. Fortunately, 
conditions remained clear for 
the descent to the snow cave in 
the dark, although in the 
extreme cold, Karatajev became 
severely frostbitten. 
Two other climbers Turkevitch 
and Kopeyka were at the cave 
and were able help Karataev 
down the following day. 
Bershov was also by now 
exhausted having spent five 
nights above 8300m. 
It was a hard won victory for the 

Soviets. Most suffered from 
frost bite, and several had 
oedema and kidney infections. 
Karatajev lost almost all his 
fingers and toes. 
Pierre Beghin, who with 

Christophe Profit reached 7600m 
on an even more difficult line on 
the buttress, described the 
Soviet ascent as one of the 
grand Himalayan exploits in the 
same class as those of Herman 
Buhl and Torno Cesen. He also 
commented on the effective and 
selfless way in which the team 
had worked together. By way of 
enigmatic contrast, he also 
commented, "L'alpinism, ce 
n'est pas la Guerre!" 
The Soviets now say that their 
comments in Kathmandu about 
the Cesen ascent might have 
been taken slightly out of 
context. Bershov had 
commented to Nepali authorities 
that; "you would have to be 
super human to make the ascent 
solo." He also commented that 
his team contained no 
supermen, but it seems that 
Bershov's evasiveness was later 

taken as outright doubt. It 
appears that the Soviets accept 
that Cesen did climb the face, 
but suggest that he only reached 
the middle summit since there 
were considerable technical 
difficulties on the ridge to the 
main summit. Cesen himself 
describes reaching a point a 
little way below the heavily 
corniced main summit. 

Tilicho Peak 7134m 
A six man British team 
comprising Matt Dower (leader), 
Steven Helmore, Patrick Hickie, 
Ade Ridoutt, Dominic Donninni 
and Dr. Charles Beardmore 
attempted the unclimbed South 
Face of this peak. Using the 
Annapurna 1 base camp, the 
team tackled the prominent 
snow ridge which leads to the 
final 1000m headwall. Dower 
had to be evacuated from 6150m 
after a fall in which he broke his 
arm. On 20 Oct, Hickie and 
Helmore reached 6500m on the 
headwall, before running out of 
time. With no food left, the 
attempt was abandoned. 

PAKISTAN 1990 

Some interesting new 
information has been received 
regarding ascents in the 
Karakoram and elsewhere in 
Pakistan in 1990. 
The much publicised "Free K2" 
expedition succeeded in clearing 
the mountain of all fixed ropes 
and debris to 7000m. The team 
also installed a can crushing 
machine at base camp for future 
use. 

Broad Peak (8047ml 
The ascents reported in 
Mountain 136 were only to the 
fore summit (8030m). 
Apparently all eight climbers 
from the three expeditions 
reached the peak at the same 
time. In addition to Cienski and 
Soroka, the other unreported 
ascentionists were Juan-Carlos 
Gomez, Francisco-Jose Perez 
and Luis Ibanez (Spanish) and 
Minko Zankowaki, Todor Minkov 
and Emanuil Dejanov 
(Bulgarian). 

Gasherbrum 1 (8068ml 
Ten days after the Japanese 
ascent of the West Ridge (see 
Mountain 136), a joint French/ 
Pakistani team also reached the 
summit following the same line 
and benefiting from the fixed 
ropes left behind by the 
previous group. Alain Esteve, 
Georges Dericke, Yves Tedeschi, 
Yousaf and Mohammadullah 
reached the summit on 26 July 
only one week after arriving in 
base camp. " 
A French Canadian team also 
succeeded on the same route on 
29 Aug when Pierre Bergeron 
and Christian Bernier reached 

GREATER HIMALAYA 

the summit. 
A five man Spanish expedition 
ended in tragedy while 
attempting a variation on the 
Japanese Route on the North 
Ridge from the Gasherbrum La. 
On 19 Aug, Dr. Josep Grany6 
and Albert Ibanez set off for the 
summit from Camp 3 at 7300m . 
At 4pm, they radioed the other 
members in Camp 2 to say that 
they had reached 7900m, but the 
conditions were very bad and 
they were about to turn back. 
The rest of the team waited in 
vain for two days before bad 
weather forced them off the 
mountain. It seems likely that 
the pair fell to their deaths while 
roped together during the 
descent. 

Gasherbrum 2 (8035ml 
A Chilean expedition made an 
ascent of the Normal Route. 
Mauricio Purto, Luis Garcia and 
Fernando Luchsinger reached 
the summit on 30 Jul and ltalo 
Valle the following day. 

Great Trango (6297ml and 
Trango Tower (6257ml 
A major epic occurred on 
Trango Tower this summer. It 
began after the solo ascent of a 
new line to the right of the 
Kurtyka/Loretan Route by 
Takeyasu Minamiura. -
Minamiura spent 40 days on the 
1000m route which he graded 
VII, 5.10, A4 and reached the 
summit on 9 Sep. Believing he 
would soon be in base camp, he 
put on his parapente and leapt 
off. Just at that moment, a gust 
of wind dashed him back against 
the face, and he began an 
uncontrolled fall. Luckily, his 
parapente caught on a small 
flake 65m down. He crawled 
onto a small ledge, and spent 
the next 8 days waiting to be 
rescued. 
Meanwhile, a four man 

Japanese team were making the 
second ascent of the Norwegan 
Route on the NE Pillar of Great 
Trango. Masanori Hoshina, 
Satoshi Kimoto, Masahiro 
Kosaka and Takaaki Sasakura 
spent 24 days in a single push, 
adding a 12 pitch 5.12 variation. 
They reached the snow ridge 
three pitches below the summit, 
but turned back due to lack of 
time. When they completed the 
descent, they learnt of 
Minamiura's predicament. 
Kimoto and Hoshina were then 

transported by Pakistani 
helicopter to the Trango Glacier. 
The helicopter also managed to 
drop some food to Minamiura, 
ensuring his survival. The 
rescue pair then made a rapid 3 
day ascent of the original British 
Route and on the 16 September 
were able to abseil down to the 
stranded climber. Together, 
they descended the Yugoslav 
Route, finding a large food 
cache left behind by the French/ 
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GREATER HIMALAYA ; : 

Sino-Japanese Expedition to Attempt Namche Barwa 
World 1s Highest Unclimbed Peak 

American team. The rescuers 
and the rescued paused for a 
huge meal, then completed the 
descent. 
The food had been left 
compliments of Jeff Lowe and 
Catherine Destivelle who free 
climbed the Yugoslav Route 
while being filmed by Jim 
Bridwell and Dave Breashears . 
The latter pair also reached the 
summit, and in the search for 
film locations, possibly climbed 
harder pitches than those 
encountered by the film stars on 
the Yugoslav Route! 

Bularung Sar (7200m) 
A ten strong Swiss expedition 
led by Alain Voucher is reported 
to have made the first ascent of 
this unclimbed peak in Hispar. 
No details have yet been 
received . 

Bojohagur Duanasir 2 (Ultar 2) 
(7388ml 
A five strong Japanese tea IT\ 
lead by Tsuneo Hasegawa 
attempted the SW Face onto the 
South Ridge of this unclimbed 
peak. After five weeks of 
climbing, a high point of 7020m 
was reached before bad weather 
forced the team to abandon the 
attempt. 

Nanga Parbat (8125m) 
In addition to the Swiss/ Italian 
expedition reported in Mountain 

/ 136, there were a further eight 
expeditions active on the 
Kinshofer Route on the Diamir 
Face. Four were successful. 
A mixed Japanese group of two 
men and two wdmen were 
forced to retreat from the 
mountain on their first attempt 
when one member developed 
frostbite. A seven strong 
Spanish team had also 
encountered problems and were 
about to leave for home, but one 
member, Ramon Portilla, 
teamed up with the remaining fit 
Japanese climber, Masanori 
Sato, to reach the summit on 25 
Jul. 
Two weeks later, another 
Spanish expedition joined forces 
in the final stages of the climb, 
this time with a Norwegian team 
member. Carlos Soria and Pedro 
Nicolas (Sp) reached the summit 
on 11 Aug with Andreas 
Fredborg (Nor). 
On the Rupal Flank, seven 

expeditions were active in 
addition to the Yugoslav ascent 
previously reported. A Franco
German team had one member 
evacuated in the early stages by 
helicopter after being hit by 
stonefall. Two German 
members, Rein mar Joswig and 
Peter Mezger, reached the 
summit on 12 Aug via the Schell 
Route. 
One member of a ten strong 

Japanese team also reached the 
summit, but his companion 
died. On 18 Aug, Masashi 
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A view of Chamlang (7319m) from the Hongu valley near Panch Poklari in the Barun Himal, showing the 
North West Face with the West Ridge at right. Line of German ascent marked. (See Info Mountain 137). 
Photo: Stefan Kohler. 

Todaka and Osami Nakazima set 
out for the summit from their 
high camp, but Todaka went 
ahead of Nakazima and reached 
the summit alone. During the 
decent, he found the body of his 
companion lying at 8000m, 
apparently having fallen to his 
death . 
The Anglo-Polish Expedition 
attempted the first winter ascent 
of the mo'untain and the second 
ascent of the most difficult 
Messner Route on the Rupal 
Face. The team, comprising 
Maciej and Jacek Berbeka, 
Andrzej Samolewicz, Zbigniew 
Terlikowski, Dr Krzysztof 
Witkowski, Voytek Szczerba, 
Andrzej Osika, Sean Smith, Nick 
Kekus, Simon Yates, and 
Jonathan Tinker were forced to 
switch to the Schell Route in 
mid-January. A combination of 
illness, bad weather and 
shortage of time resulted in the 
expedition being abandoned on 
27 Jan. The return to Gilgit took 
6 days. instead of 2 as the road 
was blocked by several 
avalanches. Whilst the team was 
in Gilgit there was an 
earthquake (6.0) which killed 
several hundred people in 
northern Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. 

CHINA 

The Crown (Huang Guang Shan) 
(7295ml 
This peak, reconnoitred by Eric 
Shipton in 1937, and nearly 
climbed by a British team in 
1987, was attempted by a 

Japanese expedition in the 
autumn . They had reached 
6400m on the South Face when 
a massive avalanche caught two 
of the expedition's members 
between Camp 1 and Base 
Camp. No trace of the missing 
members was found and the 
attempt was abandoned. 

Namche Barwa (7782ml 
The Japanese Alpine Club has 
obtained permission to form a 
joint expedition with the Chinese 
Mountaineering Association to 
attempt Namche Barwa, the 
highest unclimbed peak in the 
world, in the autumn of 1991. A 
Chinese expedition in 1984 
climbed the South Face to the 
South Peak (7043m) and late in 
1990, a joint reconnaissance 
party explored the South and 
WNW Ridges. This isolated 
peak north of Assam has been a 
matter for speculation for many 
years with few climbers having 
even seen the peak. The 
outcome of the expedition will 
be awaited with interest. 

USSR 

Pik Lenina (7134ml 
The third winter ascent of this 
peak via the Arkin Route was 
made by a small, light weight 
team from Moscow. Fixed rope 
left by the second winter ascent 
team a few weeks before aided 
the Moscovites, but very poor 
conditions were encountered. 
The summit pair, A. Bratcev and 
I. Razuvayev, reported that 
"none of the numerous Lenin 

busts that used to be on top 
were there ." The ascent by a 
small, unknown group of 
climbers is considered 
something new in Soviet 
climbing circles. 

Tien Shan Traverse 
Between 6 - 20 August, a Soviet 
team from Kazakhstan 
completed a remarkable alpine 
style traverse of the twelve 
highest Tien Shan summits. The 
idea was conceived by Valeri 
Khrishchaty who had climbed 
Everest in 1982 and 
Kangchenjunga in 1989, and 
included other members from 
those expeditions - Zinur 
Khalitov, Grigori Lunyakov, 
Murat Galiev and Andrej 
Tselinhchev. Sadly the latter 
three were killed later in the year 
in an accident on Manaslu (see 
Mountain 136). 
The traverse started at Pik 

Vazha Pshavela (6918ml and 
ended at Khan Tengri (6995ml. 
Fifteen days were spent 
generally above 6000m 
travelling a total of 74 
kilometres, and the climbing 
included both technical climbing 
and poor conditions. The 
traverse has been described as 
one of the greatest Soviet 
mountaineering achievements. 

INDIA 

A very active summer saw a 
large number of ascents 
throughout the Indian Himalaya . 
Among virgin peaks climbed by 
Indian groups were Pin Parbati 



(6350m), Chau Chau Kang Nilda 
(6303m), Matri (6721 m) (via SW 
Ridge after 16 earlier 
expeditions had failed) and Pk. 
6448 in the Mamostong Kangri 
group. There were also Indian 
ascents of Mamostong Kangri 
(7524m), White Sail (6445m), 
Shigri Parbat (6526m), 
Swargarohini (6252m), 
Sudarshan (6507m) and Sri 
Kai las (6932m), all by the normal 
routes. Saipal (7032m) had 
ascents on two previously 
unclimbed routes. A Swiss team 
led by Gaston Zoller climbed the 
North Ridge. Jacky Moltaz and 
TendiSherpa reached the 
summit on 26 Oct. A five strong 
Austrian team climbed the North 
Face, Franz Kroll, Mathias Mross 
and Ang Sherpa reaching the 
summit on 28 Oct. 

Hotels and Other Environmental 
Problems 
Dennis Gray, after a recent visit 
to Nanga Parbat, notes with 
horror that a hotel is about to be 
built on the Fairy Meadow. The 
view from Fairy Meadow is of 
the NW Face and the Silver 
Saddle, a scene that has been 
etched into the memory of any 
climber who has read the history 
of the many German expeditions 
to the mountain, including 
Buh l's final successful assault. 
When Gray enquired of another 
hotelier how permission had 
been gained, the man pointed 
out that the successful 
developer was a high ranking 
military official! This developer 
owns a chain known as Shangri 
La Hotels. Although some have 
been built in relatively sensitive 
areas, the Fairy Meadow hotel 
requires a major road right up to 
the site. Gray reports that the 
road is already to Tato village, 
and will probably be finished up 
to Fairy Meadow by summer. 
Kleine Scheidegg has come to 
the Himalaya. 
How successful the hotel will be 

is another question. Road 
access will probably ensure that 
in fu"ture climbers can expect to 
have their portraits snapped by 
package holiday makers. 
However, seasonal hotels 
anywhere in the world have 
their probiems. The highest 
hotel in the world, the Everest 
View at Syangboche, was forced 
to close ten years ago due to 
lack of trade. Without road 
access, tourists had to either 
walk or fly in (risking oedema -
more than one died coming in 
this way). Now the Everest View 
is to re-open after complete 
refurbishment by a Japanese/ 
Nepalese consortium. 
Visitors and climbers on their 

way to Everest base camp can 
be forgiven if they think another 
hotel has sprung up at Lobuche. 
The modern, three storey high 
pyramid that has appeared there 
is in fact the world's highest 

research centre. Jointly built 
and funded by the Royal Nepal 
Academy of Science & 
Technology and Italian National 
Research Council, the centre will 
carry out a wide ranging 
programme of research in earth 
science and environmental 
study. 
Finally, the threat of closure of 

the Gangotri region to climbers 
has passed for the moment, and 
instead the IMF are imposing 
strict regulations on pilgrims 
and climbers visiting the area. 
Under the auspices of the 
Himalayan Adventure Trust, 
now renamed the Himalayan 
Environment Trust, a massive 
clean up campaign has already 
begun. In future, all expeditions 
will be expected to carry out 
their rubbish, and awards will be 
offered for those teams who 
organise their own clean up 
campaigns in the region. 
Regulations will be published in 
1992 following the declaration of 
the area as a National Park, 
which is expected early in 1991. 
No decision on the re-opening of 
the Nanda Devi Sanctuary has 
yet been made, but those who 
have been refused permission in 
Gangotri can now re-apply. 

Peak Fees 
The bad news is that we are all 
going to be expected to pay 
more in future for our pleasure 
in the Himalaya. The Indians 
were about to introduce massive 
increases, up to $5000 for some 
peaks in the eastern Karakoram 
and $4000 for all peaks over 
7000m, but the UIAA 
Expeditions Commission 
managed to get the Indians to 
moderate the increases to about 
50% on the current levels. A full 
list of the fees will be published 
when it is available. 
In Nepal, prices this year are 

increasing 10% on all major 
peaks and 25% on Trekking 
peaks. 

Alison Chadwick Memorial Fund 
The Mount Everest Foundation 
would like to draw the attention 
of all women climbers to 
opportunities available for 
assistance from the Alison 
Chadwick Memorial Fund. 
"In 1978 Alison Chadwick, a 
British climber, died close to the 
summit of Annapurna 1 whilst a 
member of the successful 
American women's expedition. 
Three years earlier, together 
with Janucz Onyszkiewicz (h!lr 
Polish husband) and Wanda 
Rutkiewicz she had already 
reached the summit of 
Gasherbrum 3 - at the time the 
world's highest unclimbed 
summit, and probably forever 
the highest virgin summit 
climbed by a woman. A 
memorial fund was instituted in 
her name, which provided 
'grants to further British or 
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Chamonix Activists 
Continue to Bolt Crack 
Lines 
Western Alps 

A prolonged spell of fine 
weather in the Mont Blanc 
Massif during the summer of 
1990, produced a season of 
great activity in most forms of 
Alpinism. The dry conditions 
ensured that the majority of 
visitors were again 
concentrating on the shorter and 
more easily accessible rock 
routes. Perhaps ice climbers can 
take heart in the fact that current 
heavy winter snowfalls may 
possibly redress the balance? 
Standards were high. 
Prominent activists Michel Piola 
and Romain Vogler, with various 
partners, filled in many obvious 
(and not so obvious!) gaps; took 
time out to explore several 
unfrequented faces and solved 
one or two hard technical 
problems. Most, though 
certainly not all, new additions 
have been left well equipped. 
Whilst several top climbers have 
been saddened by the creation 
of the first '100 bolt' route in the 
Massif (reported in the last 
issue), others consider it a 
significant marker along the 
path of evolution in alpine 
climbing. French grades are 
used throughout. 

Ecrins Massif 
Tete Rouget 
In recent years a number of fine 
routes have been established on 
the South Face (at TD-TD 5+). 
This face provides an alternative 
venue to the Aiguille Dibona, 
when staying at the Dibona hut 
and can be reached from the 
latter in 2 and a half hours. 
Somewhat uncharacteristically 
when compared to much of the 
range, the rock is, for the most 
part, excellent! Towards the 
right side of the face lies the 
Serenity Pillar. The original 
route followed the corner 
system on the right flank (5+). In 
August, Guy Muhleman and 

Polish women's mountaineering 
in the world's greater ranges, ie. 
further afield than the Alps. 
At the end of 1990, the entire 

assets of the fund were very 
generously passed to the Mount 
Everest Foundation who intend, 
as far as possible, to adhere to 
these guidelines. 
The MEF exists to support 
British and New Zealand 
applicants proposing to climb 
new routes in high remote 
mountains: the Foundation will 
now consider expeditions in 
which there are both Polish and 
British (or New Zealand) women 
members (or single member) for 
the Alison Chadwick aware;!. 
Applicants should apply to the 
MEF for an 'Application for 
Grant' form: their eligibility for 
the 'MEF Alison Chadwick 
Memorial Grant' will be 

Simon Richardson climbed the 
true crest of the Pillar, joining 
the Girod Spur below its crux 
pitch (450m: TD+: 6b). They 
found the climbing superb and 
the atmosphere wild and 
remote. Descent was made via 
the South-West (Voie des 
Plaques) Ridge. 

Mont Blanc Massif 
Linked Ascents 

The best achievement of the 
season, in this aspect of 
Alpinism, belongs to Alain 
Ghersen with his 'continuous' 
ascents of the American Direct, 
Walker Spur, and Peuterey 
Ridge Integral. He used a 
parapente to descend from the 
summit of the Grandes Jorasses 
but walked between the Dru and 
the Walker. Fred Vimal also 
linked the Walker and Peuterey, 
using a parapente between the 
two routes. 

Freney Face 
Alain Ghersen made the first 
solo ascent of the Hidden Pillar 
(ED2). It is worth recording that 
Alexis Long's free ascent of the 
Central Pillar was 'on sight' . 
Although there is plenty of in
situ protection, climbing 7a+ at 
4500m is surely no mean feat7 

Grand Pi lier D' Angle (Eckpfeiler) 
As reported in the last issue 

Divine Providence was climbed 
almost completely free by 
Ghersen and Renault on the 13 -
14 Jul. The major difficulties 
were concentrated in the nine 
pitches of the Red Tower. These 
gave exposed and strenuous 
climbing with only two pitches 
easier than 6b and the crux, on 
pitch six, an impressive 7c. 
Already a serious enterprise and 
exposed to all the vagaries of 
weather for which this corner of 
Mont Blanc is well known, a free 
ascent now provides the most 
demanding climb achieved at 

considered automatically during 
the screening process. 
Requests for forms should be 
made to the Honorable 
Secretary of the MEF; Mr. W. H. 
Ruthven, Gowrie, Cardwell 
Close, Warton, Preston, PR4 
1SH (United Kingdom) . Please 
give details of the intended 
objective. Forms must be 
completed and returned to him 
by the 31st August or 31st 
December of the year 
preceeding the expedition. Early 
applicants will be interviewed in 
November and the later ones in 
March. It is advisable to submit 
applications as early as 
possible." 
John Porter 

CORRESPONDENTS: Carter, 
Elkov, Ezcusieka, Gray, Hawley, 
He/more, Kekus, Kohler. 
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Ulric Jessop on the second pitch of the direct chimney finish to Croz Spur, Grandes Jorasses. 
Photo: Andy Fanshawe 

altitude in the Alps (ED5 or 
more?) On 4 - 5 Aug J .-C. 
Lafaille, using a backrope and 
much of the original aid, 
completed the first solo and 
fourth overall ascent. Although 
somewhat overshadowed by the 
previous exploit, this is still a 
notable performance. 

Mont Blanc du Tacul 
On the pillar just to the right of 

the Martinetti Pillar, left of a 
large shield of slabs, a nine pitch 
route was created by A. Boudet, 
F. Damilano, J .C. Siral and J .L. 
Vanacher. Difficulties up to 6b 
on excellent granite. 

Pointe Lachenal 
Monte a la Mine climbs the left 

extremity of the East face using 
the first two pitches of the 1988 
route L'age dart. Started in 
September 1988 it was 
completed on 9 Jul 1990 by 
Amstutz and Vogler. The cru.x 
sections are crack-climbing and 
the route is now the longest on 
the Pointe. (300m: 6c, 6a obi.). 

Pyramid du Tacul 
The system of fine grey died res 

on the lefthand side of the East 
Face has been climbed by G. 
Long and R. Vogler - Le jour et la 
nuit. (250m: 6c, 6a obi.) . 

Pointe Adolphe Rey 
Very close to Je peux voir le 

soleil debut on the South Face, 
two new routes have been 
squeezed into this area of rock 
by A. Stuber and R. Vogler. 
Both however are highly 
recommended and give splendid 
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outings. Marzipanpan is 250m 
and 7a (6b obi) whilst Police des 
Glaciers is the same height and 
6c+ (6b obi). On the smaller 
South-West Face, Long and 
Vogler have put up L'lnouie 
which gives some sustained 
overhanging sections after a 
fairly pleasant start (7a+, 6b 
obi.). 

La Chandelle 
On the South-East Face to the 

right of the classic Bonnatti
Gallieni Route is Ligne Blanche 
by Amstutz and Vogler. The 
fourth pitch, which is fully 
equipped, takes a line up a 
compact pillar and gives some 
very delicate climbing. The sixth 
pitch is an impressive slanting 
crack. (200m: 7a+, 6b obi.) 

Le Clocher 
On the left side of the South 

Face, Amstutz and Vogler have 
put up Via Dominico which joins 
Fissurissime at the end of the 
fifth pitch. It gives 350m of very 
fine died re and crack climbing 
(6c+ with one point of aid, 6b 
obi.). 

Tour Ronde 
On the West Face, left of the 

Gervasutti Couloir is a large 
prominent tower. Two new 
lines were established here 
during the summer, though their 
relationship to the 1973 Route is 
uncertain. 

You Play With Fire takes the left 
side of the tower and was 
clifT)bed by P. Chataing and F. 
Gentet. They described their 
creation as one "requiring 

commitment" as virtually all the 
protection has to be placed by 
the climber (bravo!). 250m : 6c+ 
with one A2 section . 

On the right J. Annequin and S. 
Beaugey put up La Lenteur ou la 
grasse, a well equipped 250m 
6b+. 

Dent du Geant 
To the right of the Normal 

Route on the South-West Face, 
Geant Branche climbs the pillar 
that separates this face from the 
South Diedre and the classic 
South Face routes. Climbed by 
C. Bodin and 0. Ratheaux this 
140m route may well become 
popular in the future due to its 
reasonable level of difficulty (5+) 
and good granite. 

Grandes Jorasses 
The solo ascent of the Bonatti

Vaucher Route on the North 
Face of the Pointe Whymper by 
Yugoslav mountaineer Slavko 
Sveticic, took place on the 17 
Jul. Leaving the hut at 1 am he 
completed the route and 
returned via the Hirondelles 
Ridge at 11 pm the same day. 
His comment? "A fine but very 
dangerous route!". 

Aiguille de L'Eveque 
Further details on the Cresswell 

Route for those alpinists 
requiring a more isolated venue 
in which to practice their game. 
The climb is 500m and T.D. In 
the lower half the difficulties are 
mainly 4 to 5 but above the huge 
white rock scar, 5 long pitches in 
a slanting crackline provide the 
crux (6a/b). A rappel descent 

was made of the face. 

Mont Gruetta 
The remotely situated East 

Face has seen few ascents by 
any route and was originally 
developed by the adventurous 
Italian alpinist Ugo Manera. 
Early in the summer D. and M. 
Piola established a hard line on 
the left of the face. Pilier des 
vers luisants (ED3: 300m: 7a+, 6c 
obi.) has magnificent rock. 
However the length and 
difficulty of approach via the 
Gianni Comino bivouac will 
ensure that prospective 
'customers' will not have to 
queue for this route! 

Aiguille du Midi 
Previously reported, Digital 

Crack (8a; one pitch) on the 
Cosmique Arete was climbed by 
Ghersen and Renault on the 16 
Jul, just two days after their 
success on the Grand Pilier 
D' Angle. Access is 
straightforward - one rappel 
from the observation platform, 
followed by a short section of 
downclimbing on the Arete. 

Aiguille du Peigne 
The South-West Face of 

Gendarme (3078m) is well 
known for the classic Vaucher 
Route and, in the last few years, 
the increasingly popular Le 
Mail/on Manquant. Four high 
quality new routes have recently 
been created on this wall. From 
left to right: 

Peigne Perdu by G. Long and R. 
Vogler is a superb and sustained 
line, at first on slabs and then up 
a progressively steeper series of 
cracks (400m: 7a+, 6b obi.) . 

Postscriptome by Amstutz and 
Vogler is a magnificent face 
climb which also provides the 
best rappel descent for routes 
on the Gendarme (400m: 7a+, 6b 
obi.) . 

Des yeux dans la nuit has been 
squeezed in between the 
Seigneur and Mail/on routes. 
Created by Long and Vogler it 
follows the line of the pillar 
before making an impressive 
finish through a maze of 
overhangs. (400m: 7a? with two 
points of aid, 6b obi.). 
Fermeture eclair was started in 
1989 and completed on 8 Jul 
1990 by all three climbers 
named above. It is a fine and 
varied route which overcomes a 
spectacular roof on the 
penultimate pitch (300m: 7a, 6b 
obi.). 

Aiguille Des Ciseaux 
The South-East Spur is most 

frequently climbed by the 
Prioreschi-Troussier Route (5), 
which is now well established as 
a modern classic. This line also 
provides, incidentally, the best 
rappel descent of the spur. To 
the left, P. Colas and P. Grenier 
have put up Trois jours a la •' 



---

Jeff Lowe Solos New Route on Eigerwand 
As we go to press, news comes in of a remarkable solo first ascent by 
Jeff Lowe on the North Face of the Eiger to the left of the Harlin Route. 
Lowe was supported by Catherine Destivelle on the lower part of the 
ciimb. More details in Mountain 139. 
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campagne which follows a 
continuous line of cracks and 
diedres (300m 6c,6b obi.) The 
first ascensionists recommend 
waiting at least two days after 
bad weather in order to allow 
the rock on pitch four to dry. 

Aiguille de Blaitiere 
M. Sato and S. Yoshio returned 

to re-equip their route Fant6me 
de 8/aitiere and in the process 
added two new pitches below 
the Fontaine ledges. This line 
crosses the original British 
Route after two pitches. It then 
follows the pillar immediately to 
the right (but left of the 1966 
West Pillar) climbing mainly in 
cracks, with difficulties up to 7a. 

Grands Charmoz - Point 2505m 
This rocky pyramid lies below 

the North-East Ridge of the 
Charmoz. It can be reached in 
one and a half hours from 
Montenvers by leaving the path 
to the Envers hut immediately 
above the ladders that one 
climbs from the Mer de Glace. 
In 1989 Rateaux and Renault put 
up two routes on the flanks of 
the pyramid. These were so 
good that they returned to 
create three more: Les hauts 
tard ( 190m:6c,6b obi.), Mere Veil 
(200m: 7a, 6b obi.) and Tu 
passes quoi, toi? ( 180m: 6b,6a 
obi.). All were felt to give 
climbing of great quality . 

Petit Dru 
H. Bouvard and J.M . Poncet 

made the fourth ascent of the 
Piola-Steiner route Passage 
Cardiaque which lies on the 
steep walls to the left of the 
American Direct. This is a hard, 
sustained and exposed line of 21 

pitches, finishing at the Niche. 
So far, a small amount of aid 
has been necessary (skyhooks). 
Will it be possible to climb this 
route completely free in the 
future? 

Aiguille du Moine 
Close to the Couvercle hut lie 

some short faces of excellent 
granite. The Pinacles du Moine 
received a visit from F. Desplan 
and M . Piola , resulting in three 
new routes. From left to right: 

Le diedre de la gentiane 
pourpre climbs a fine curving 
crack to the summit of what is 
probably a small virgin peak! 
(160m: 6a) . 

Speedy Gonzales has every 
type of climbing and is a real 
treasure. Compact slabs, 
overhangs, laybacks and 
jamming cracks are the order of 
the day and there is no in-situ 
protection! (70m: 6a+ obi. ). 

Enfin seuls au monde is a 
varied and sustained climb 
(220m: 6b, 6a+ obi.). 

Aiguille du Tour 
Although hardly likely to 

involve new ground, no 
previous information appears to 
be available on the prominent 
couloir in the North -West Face 
that leads to the gap between 
the two summits. Climbed by a 
party led by M. Creasey, this 
provided a recommended 
alternative to the crowded 
classics on the south and east 
flanks of the mountain (200 -
250m PD+) 

Aiguilles Don~es - Aiguille de la 
Varappe 

The south side of the highest 
summit in the Aiguilles is largely 

unfrequented, except for the 
delightful little ridge that rises 
above the Fenetre de Suzanne. 
One or two recent routes have 
been established on the walls to 
either side of this ridge by F. 
Devouassoux and M. Ravanel. 
These lie next to older lines 
whose details are, at best, 
vague. P. Gravante, L. Monnet 
and M. Piola equipped and 
climbed the obvious spur on the 
south-west face. Et je suis le 
vent ... (380m: ED 6b+, 6a+ obi.) 
is a magnificent line of 11 
pitches which mainly involves 
difficult crack climbing . Old 
wooden wedges, discovered in 
the upper part of the route, were 
evidence of some past visit, 
probably to the left flank of the 
spur. 

Eole danza per noi (380m TD+ 
6a, 5+ obi.) shares some of the 
pitches of the previous route . 
Sustained at 5+ and climbed by 
Gravante and Piola, it has 
already received a number of 
repetitions. It may well become 
the modern classic of the area in 
future years. 

Petit Clocher du Portalet 
More development has taken 

place on this wonderful granite 
monolith . Its crack lines are 
strongly reminiscent of those 
found in Yosemite and one 
established route is, almost 
certainly, the hardest technical 
rock climb in the Western Alps 
to date. 

0 . Roduit and R. Vogler have 
climbed directly to the base of 
Etat de Choe on the Norttr'Face. 
Chocho-olique (50m 6c, 6b obi.) 
is recommended as a start to the 
former route . 

On the East Face the same pai r 

THE ALPS 

established Ca Vaut Rien (45m : 
6b+, 6b obi.) . This can be used 
as a variation start to the old 
Darbellay Route (now re 
equipped and renamed L'Esprit 
de clocher. 6c). Further left 
Orny soit qui ma/ y pense by 
Amstutz and Vogler starts at 
four bolts and has two splendid 
pitches followed by some very 
interesting, though somewhat 
more lichenous, climbing (200m: 
6c+, 6a obi.) . 

II a sonne douze by Gravante, 
Monnet and Piola starts at the 
same point as the previous route 
and offers some superb 
climbing protected only by small 
wires and R.P.'s (200m : 5 
pitches: 7a+, 6c obi.) . Ainsi soit
il is a very hard technical 
problem by Monnet and Piola . It 
can be used as a variation start 
to the previous two routes and 
involves some pretty 
complicated moves on a steep 
rounded wall. (45m 7b, 7a obi.). 

Aiguille d'Orny 
The Pilier de l'Avenir is now 

becoming increasingly popular 
due to its proximity to the Orny 
hut (30 mins away) and its wide 
range of interesting and varied 
routes at a reasonable standard 
(4 and 5). A new three pitch 
route cutting across 
L 'Insurrection was put up by 
Desplan , Monnet and Piola. 
There are several fine technical 
sequences at 6c and 7a despite 
sections of somewhat granular 
rock. 

Plan de L'Arche Slabs 
Halfway along the path to the 

Orny hut lies this interesting 
training crag. It has been 
equipped and developed over 
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The North Face of Anica Kuk, Paklenica, Yugoslavia. Rajna (left) and 
Welcome (right) . Photo: Igor Koller. 
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the last two years and offers a 
pleasant interlude during the 
day that is traditionally set aside 
for walking up to the hut. A new 
area has been discovered to the 
far right and is easily 
recognizable by a small face 
topped by a strangely weathered 
overhang. Two short routes 
have been established by 
Gravante and Piola: Les voleurs 
de camembert (40m: 6b+) and 
Verveine (40m: 6b+). 

Winter 1990 • 91 
At the time of writing there is 

little to report. Heavy falls of 
snow over the Christmas/New 
Year period kept large smiles on 
the faces of those wearing skis 
but did little to encourage 
climbers onto the major peaks. 
However, when Andy Fanshawe 
and Ulric Jessop set foot on the 
Grandes Jorasses on 27 Jan, the 
last fall had occurred two weeks 
previously. Hard w,ind-packed 
snow on the glacier had allowed 
them to walk with relative ease 
from Montenvers, instead of 
descending the Vallee Blanche 
from the Torino (the Midi 
telepherique being closed for 
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the season due to maintenance). 
They had originally intended to 
attempt the Colton-MacIntyre 
Route in the Central Couloir but 
this was found to be too 'dry'. 
(It would seem that this line 
requires much more than 
average build-up). Instead they 
climbed perhaps the most 
logical winter route on the North 
Face - the Croz Spur. In the 
prevailing cold conditions they 
were able to ignore most of the 
described detours, forcing a 
more direct line in the gullies 
(fairly.sustained Scottish IV to V 
with pure rock at 4/5). Precious 
little fixed protection was found 
throughout the climb and only 
one decent bivouac - on the 
second tower. The final wall will 
always provide the crux and 
there are several possible exits. 
This party climbed directly up 
the obvious couloir, right of the 
secondary ridge, in four pitches 
(Hard Scottish V). Bivouacing 
under a chockstone, Fanshawe 
and Jessop contemplated an 
abseil retreat but decided to 
push on a little way the next 
motning (31 Jan). After the first 
pitch they realised that the 

bivouac was only 40ft from the 
summit! Six rappels down the 
South Face led directly to the 
Rocher de Reposoir and the 
complete descent, normally 
such a prolonged and serious 
affair in winter, took a mere 5 
and a half hours to the road' 

Lindsay Griffin 

Switzerland 1990 
1990 First official competition 

in Switzerland, the Swiss-Cup (4 
rounds). First woman: Suzi 
Good; she also came 6th in the 
World Cup. First man: Andre 
Lietha. 
The two brothers, Frani;:ois and 

Frederic Nicole, from Yverdon 
(Vaud) climbed two 8c's at St. 
Loup (25km north of Lausanne) 
on the left side of the cliff: Anais 
et Canabis and La Vie, /'univers 
et le reste. This was in 1988! 
Since then, they have climbed 
many routes of 8b or 8b+ in 
good style and fast, which has 
enabled them to confirm their 
earlier grades. Also, Philippe 
Steulet, one of the "top" Swiss 
climbers has confirmed the 
difficulty of these "prodigious" 
climbs from the brothers Nicole. 
The most famous, strongest 

and oldest Swiss rock climber, 
Jurg von Kiinel (39) has climbed 
a new very difficult line, Mission 
Miranda (8b+/8c) on his "own" 
cliff, Leen, which is close to 
Interlaken. 

Alpes Vaudoises - Leysin 
There has been a lot of activity 

here especially on the Sphinx 
d' Ai and the Diamant of Mayen 
with many short new routes and 
a few longer ones around 100 
metres. Most of them between 
7a and 7c. 

Ecuelle (Quest) (2340ml 
This cliff, behind the Miroir 

d'Argentine (1h30 walk from 
Solalex) has good solid rock and 
about 12 existing routes. 
Recently Michel Piola and 
friends have put up some new 
modern routes of 140 metres. 

Sanetsch (Sud) (2564ml 
15 new routes of varying length 

on this famous wall, all by 
Claude and Yves Remy [who 
else?]. The extreme right wall 
has been climbed for the first 
time. On the main wall of 
Montons, the longest and 
hardest route Supreme 
Dimension (6b obi. 300m, 
Remys 1989) near Tsingy, has 
been climbed all free by Yves 
Remy in the summer of1990 
with many pitches of 7a/b and 
one of 7c. 

On Sanetsch, problems with 
the Swiss Army have been 
definitely resolved and access 
restrictions have been lifted: at 
last climbers here can feel really 
free. Other good news for this 
area is that the new topo guide 

will be ready by the summer. 

Voralpen - Melchtal, Ofen South 
(2188m) 

During 20-21 Aug, the Remy 
brothers climbed a line to the 
right ofChriizspinne (Spider), to 
give Zabayone (200m. 6b or 7a 
with 3pa and 50 bolts). 

Urner Alps Graue Wand (South) 
(3172ml 
Just on the right of 

Schwartenweg, C. et Y. Remy 
put up the well protected 
Eliminator (280m 6b obi. or 7b 
free) . The same team 
retrobolted the nearby 
Perturbation (which they 
climbed in 1983) and this now 
gives a classic line of 6b. 

Klein Bielenhorn (South Wall) 
(2940ml 
On the left side of the wall, 

between Agar and Kater 
Garfield, the Remy's climbed 
Millius (200m 6a obi. or 6c 32 
bolts). 

Wendenstock (South Wall) 
Most of the high standard 

Swiss activity this year has taken 
place on this incredible wall 
which lies between the Tiillistock 
and the Titlis. There have been 
more routes done, obviously, 
but those listed below are 
perhaps the most important. 

Miihren (2970ml 
On the left side (Gadmerflue) 

Peter Schoch and Fritz Humm 
put up Milchsuppe (6a obi. or 
6b+ all free, 12 pitches). 

Last Mohican by Peter Lechner 
and Michael Pitelka (7b/A 1) takes 
a line near Vrenli. Other lines by 
the same team on the right side 
of the wall remain unfinished. 

Pfaffenhut (3009ml 
On the South Pillar near the 

"old-classic" Trachsel, Ruth 
Baldinger and Kaspar Ochsner 
climbed Sonnenkonig, (600 m 
6a/b or 6c free), 23 pitches• 
perfect for lovers. (For a better 
idea of this climb, refer to p.29 
of Mountain 132. ) 

Gross Wendenstock (3042ml. 
Just on the right of the 

Excalibur Pillar, Claude and Yves 
Remy climbed Lancelot (6b or 7b 
free) over two days in August. 
After many attempts, Hans-Peter 
Sigrist made the first free ascent 
of Andorra (Ochsner-Grossen 
86), several pitches are 7a/b, 
with a great one to finish at 7c. 

Reissend Nollen (3003m) 
Just on the left of Batman, B. 

Pfaffen and F. Tscherig climbed 
the similarly fantastic Cleopatre. 
Robert Marti made a fast all free 
ascent of Batmann (Buhler 
brothers 1989) a very impressive 
performance as many pitches 
are 7b with one 7c. 

From July 23 to 25 Claude and 



Above Left: Part of the Marmolada - South Face. a- Ideate, b- Fisch , c- Andromeda. Above Right: Detail. 1- Fortuna, 2- Fisch, 3- Italia, 
4- lrreale, 5-Andromeda. Photos and Topo: Igor Koller. 

Yves Remy climbed Trash 
(350m . 6c obi. or 7b/c free) 
which follows a line just to the 
right of Batman and is, of 
course, superb. 

To the right of Camindando, K. 
Ochsner and P. Abegglen have 
finished Dingo (7a/b), also a 
fantastic route ... 

Bernese Alps 
Grimsel-Eldorado (South) 

On the right side of the wall , C. 
and Y. Remy made Forces 
Matrices (500m 5c/6a with only 3 
aid moves - free 7a/b) , a very 
busy ro·ute in future perhaps. 

Haslital (West) 
The same team made a very 

easy climb near the first dam 
after Handegg on the way up to 
the Grimsel Pass: Crow 300m 
grade 3 to 5 with 4pa (6a/b), well 
protected. The two brothers 
also put new bolts in the nearby 
easy classic climb Foxie 280m 
(1981) grade 3 to 5. 

Ueschene (South) (Above 
Kandersteg) 
On the Sector Filidor, just to the 
left of Hannibal, C. and Y. Remy 
made Boulgour(100m. 6a/b or 
7a). 

On the right of Graue Wand, 
the same team made Zone 
Rouge, (150m 6a/b or 7b/c free) . 

Rothorn South (2410ml 
In addition to the existing 

classic and beautiful routes on 
this 280m wall near Lenk there 
are now some new climbs by 
Michel Piola with Daniel Anker, 
Jean-Claude Tieche and Herve 

Bouvard dating from 1988. Near 
the Directe: A la recherche de 
Peter Pan (6b/c or 7a/b). Near 
the Bernerweg: L'age de pierre 
(6b). 

In 1990 the same team put up 
Plombs et surplombs (7a/b) . 
which starts left of then moves 
right across la Diagonale. 

On the left side of the wall 
isBons baisers de siberie (6c or 
7a/b) ; and just to the right a 
" future " line. 
Claude Remy 

Other Remy Routes: 
Yugoslavia - Paklenica . Anica 
Kuk. North-West Wall, (320ml. 

Between the two classics 
Albatros and Velebit, is Rajna 
(6b or 7a free), well protected by 
50 bolts and pegs (9-11 May '90). 

On the same wall, between 
Klin 's edge and Subara, the two 
brothers climbed Welcome (6b 
or 7b with 3pa (the route now 
probably goes free.) This with 
73 bolts, pegs. Since the two 
routes been climb by many 
parties . Paklenica is the Verdon 
of Yugoslavia and the cliffs are 
near the sea . Paradise? 

Italy - Trentino. Arco - Colodri, 
East Wall. 
This wall is famous for 

competitions and also for some 
superb routes. From the 4th to 
the 7th of June in bad weather, 
C. and Y. Remy climbed Festival 
to the right of Zanzara el 
Labrador (Manolo 1981) The 
climb is 280m long, 6b or 7b, 
with one short pitch of A 1; this 
will go free, but its above 7c. 80 
bolts. 
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BRITISH ISLES •. 1 

Excellent Scottish Season So Far 

SCOTLAND 

Cairngorms - Northern Corries 
As one might expect with the 
shorter days, there has been a 
lot of activity here with these 
two carries now firmly 
established as a good early 
season winter cragging venue. 
In Coire an Lochain, climbable 
new routes are getting thin on 
the ground, however, two were 
added by Andy Nisbet and John 
Lyall when they followed their 
summer route Ventriloquist 
(HVS 5a) V/VI up a series of 
corners right of Auricle and 
found a line between Hookers 
Corner and The Deviant to 

Val d'Orco. Caporal South West 
On the right wall of Tempi 

Moderni, isTapis Rout/and 
(200m 6b or 7b with 2pa and 50 
bolts). 

France - Presles South Wall 
Between January to April 90, 

the brothers made 4 long routes 
on this cliff, with over 250 bolts. 
On the Sector Telebus, just to 
the right of Choranche 
is Tornados (6c or 7b.free). 
New to the Sector Ecole isAnti-6-
clowns (6a or 6c). There is a 
section of loose rock, but the 
route is well protected. 
Climbing on this section of the 
cliff is forbidden during February 
to June, to protect nesting birds. 
The Sector Grotte has a new 
comfortable route: Pas sage (6a) 
with fews moves well protect of 
6bc. 
On the extreme left of the cliff 
and left of Kea isL'eau de vie au 
bout des doigts (6a/b or 7a). 
At Bourne, on the other side of 
the valley from Presles, is a 350 
metre wall which sports a 
gigantic roof and series of 
overhangs (the biggest in 
Europe) . The line was subdued 
over10 days of March-April 1990 
by the Remys using 400 bolts. 
Great work lads, real adventure! 

Marmolada - Summer 1990 
The major climb has without 

doubt been Maurizio Giordarii 's 
first solo ascent of the Fisch 
route on the 3 Aug . Torno 
Cesen, in one of his interviews, 
spoke of making a solo attempt 
of the Fisch and that was what 
prompted Giordani to attempt it 
earlier (to steal a march on 
him?) , even though he had not 
put in any special preliminary 
training as he did in 1985 when 
he made the first free solo 
ascent of Tempi Moderni. 
Maurizio had already climbed 
the Fisch in March 1986 with 
Franz Zennatti and Paolo 
Cipriani . This first winter ascent 
took them 5 days. In July, 
before the solo ascent, Maurizio 
repeated the route with his wife 
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produce Conundrum (V). 
Notable ascents were made of a 
number of routes. Ulric Jessop 
& Victor Saunders repeated the 
very good Gaffers Groove (V -
summer line), finding it hard. 
Torque Of The Devil (V) was 
-repeated by Graeme Ettie & 
Stuart Cameron, finding the wall 
pitch a touch nasty. Ettie also 
repeated Hookers Corner (V). 
Most of the other routes have 
been popular and routes such as 
Fall Out Corner (V/VI) and Deep 
Throat (V) were climbed, the 
latter at least three times. 
Over in Coire an t-Sneachda, 

on the Mess Of Pottage, all that 
can be squeezed out of a piece 

Rosanna Manfrini but did not 
climb the most difficult pitches 
free. The solo climb took ten 
and a half hours, from the 13th 
pitch he self-belayed and he 
climbed two pitches with the aid 
of sky hooks. The climb aroused 
considerable interest in the 
Italian press. Now the big thing 
will be to do the route solo and 
free which will be a massive 
·proposition; for the most 
difficult pitches are more 
technical than strenuous: 
delicate climbing on small hand 
'holds and friction foot holds, 
more psychologically 
demanding than a strenuous 
crag or overhang climb. We 
shall see what the future brings. 

For the present the route is 
completely pegged and is one of 
the most popular on the 
Marmolada. There were more 
than ten ascents in Summer1990 
alone, but many more 
unsuccessful attempts because 
not all pitches can be aided, so 
many climbers have to turn 
back. Pure ascents are few. The 
third known red point ascent was 
done by Czechoslovaks Frantisek 
Cepelka and Vasek Hoffman on 6 
Aug in 13 hours. This pair 
earlier climbed the Via Italia in 
less than two days, which is 
really a variant of the Fisch. All 
pitches up to the Fisch were 
done on sight. 
Another excellent climb is the 

free ascent of the Giordani route 
Andromeda by Helmut 
Kritzinger and Roland 
Mittersteiner in Aug 1990. The 
original grading (VIII/Sc using 
sky hooks) , was changed after 
t he free ascent to IX/7c 
according to the French scale . 
The climb took them 11 hours 
and was a real plum. During the 
summer this pair also climbed 
Giordani's route Specho di Sara 
(7c) in 8 hours, and also the 
route through the Fisch where 
they confirmed the grading as 
7c. All these successes forecast 
new barriers falling next season, 
and a swing to alpine style 
without use of bolts and pegs. 
Igor Kohler 

of rock has been? The Opening 
Break (Ill) by Andy Cunningham 
and Allen Fyffe takes a line on 
the extreme left side, left of 
Honeypot. No Blue Sky (IV/V) by 
Fyffe & Libby Healey takes a 
right to left line to finish as for 
Wachacha. Further additions 
were made when the summer 
line of Mariella (V) and two 
cracklines on its right (IV/V,V) 
were climbed by combinations 
of Graeme Ettie, Andy Nisbet, 
Chris Forrest and Dave Jarvis. A 
number of the other routes on 
this readily accessible (closest to 
the car park) crag were repeated 
and to finish matters off a girdle 
was added by John Lyall and 
Roger Wild. Never before has 
such a small piece of rock seen 
so much winter activity! 
On nearby Al lad ins Buttress, 

Graeme Ettie has been busy 
-filling in. With Dave Jarvis he 
linked the left edge of the 
Doctors Choice cave with Doctor 
Janis at V and added a girdle 
starting up The Lamp at V with 
Stuart Cameron and John Lyall. 
With Cameron he repeated 
White Magic (V/VI), the HVS 
summer finger crack proving 
hard, though particularly 
amenable for torquing, 
especially since it was thought 
that the route might be harder 
following the removal of some 
crucial vegetation in the summer 
after the first winter ascent - I 
hope this isn't a case of the first 
winter ascentionists trying to 
make their route unrepeatable! 
Further right on Fluted Buttress, 
Fingers Ridge Direct went at V to 
Nisbet and Lyall whilst over on 
Fiacaill Buttress Ettie, climbed 
his own summer line Watch Out 
with John Fitzpatrick to give a 
short but hard V. The latter route 
using two rest points was 
climbed early in the season but 
surprisingly the chance to put 
one over on Ettie with a free 
ascent doesn't appear to have 
yet been seized. 

Enough sa·id on the Northern 
Carries. No doubt by the end of 
the winter yet more will have 
been done, especially with Ettie 
living in Aviemore. 

Cairngorms - Other Areas 
The long walk into the remote 

Coire Sputan Dearg of Ben 
Macdhui was made by Chris 
Cartwright & Simon Richardson 
with a fine ascent of the summer 
route Fer/as Mor resulting . A 
grade of V was given but the 
route will undoubtedly be hard 
due to the slabby nature of the 
rock. Phoenix Edge in An Garbh 
Co ire of Braeriach went to Andy 
Cunningham & Andy Nisbet 
under good conditions at the 
surprisingly easy grade of IV/V. 
In nearby Gleann Einach, 
Batchelor's Chimney went to 
Steve Kennedy & Dave Ritchie at 
IV, this pair with Colwyn Jones 
then climbing the chimney line 

right of the descent gully at Ill. 
Over in the Loch Avon Basin, on 

Stac an Fharaidh, a hard line 
based on the summer route 
Speakeasy went to Richard 
Mansfield and Allen Fyffe, Spirit 
Voices V/VI. Along the loch at 
Stag Rocks, the left side of Pine 
Tree Buttress gave John Lyall 
and Roger Wild Monarch of The 
Glen (IV). On Hells Lum, The 
Chancer formed and was done 
and ascents of most of the 
normal routes have been made. 
Carn Etchachan has been very 
busy and Redguard has seen yet 
more ascents confirming its 
classic status. Citadel (VI) on 
Shelter Stone apparently had an 
ascent by Pete Barras & Partner, 
who like a number of others got 
a bit lost high up trying to find 
the crackline under the snow! 

There haven't been any reports 
of much in the way of significant 
ascents on Lochnagar but 
nearby Creag An Dubh Loch was 
in reasonable condition for a 
while with routes such as Bower 
Buttress being done and Goliath 
failed on. Graeme Ettie & Steve 
Blagborough managed to 
squeeze in a new route, right of 
and very close to Nemesis 
taking a ramp and corner system 
in five pitches at IV/V. 

North West 
Nisbet has again been involved 

in the action on Beinn Eighe. In 
Caire Mhic Fhearchair, on the 
Far East Wall, he added along 
with Samantha Dring Glow
Worm (IV/V), a natural winter 
line near Sidewinder (he knows 
it was a natural winter line 
because they had to plough their 
way up it through lots of deep, 
unhelpful snow!) More recently 
he has been back with Brian 
Davison to climb a big route on 
West Buttress based on the 
summer lines of Mistral/Wall Of 
The Winds at VI, Davison 
apparently pulling out a good 
lead in some horrendous 
chimney - I seem to recall Nisbet 
pointing this man at another 
horrendous chimney in this 
corrie not so long ago on 
another first ascent, still, I 
suppose its useful to save up 
these sort of leads for the 
specialists. This pair also went 
on to climb Eastern Promise on 
the Eastern Ramparts at V. 
Another team managed to 
squeeze in a route when John 
Lyall & Steve Aisthorpe climbed 
Far West Buttress (IV). Over in 
the other corrie Nisbet, firstly 
with Graeme Ettie climbed the 
Independent Pinnaple (IV), then 
with Davison climbed the gully 
left of Thin Mans Ridge, a lowly 
grade II. 

On Beinn Bhann, Der 
Reisenwand (V) had an ascent 
from Robin Clothier & Chris 
Cartwright who also added, 
probably by accident, a new _ 
finish going up and left. They 



The best of Scottish . . . Rob Milne in action on Orient Express (IV), 
Far Eastern Buttress, Stab Caire nan Lochan. Photo: Rab Anderson. 

found the route to be serious but 
not technically very hard, better 
to lead than to second 
apparently! Another party made 
an ascent the following day. 
Flesheater was repeated and 
reckoned to be IV whilst routes 
such as Silver Tier and 
Madhatters Gu//ywere in very 
good condition and saw ascents. 

On the next hill, Sgurr 
a'Chaorchain, Andy Nisbet and 
Brian Davison followed the 
summer line of Jupiter to give a 
good IVN and along with 
Graeme Ettie, Nisbet climbed 
Dexter at Ill/IV. 
One more hill along on Meall 
Gorm, Steve Aisthorpe and John 
Lyall followed the rib left of the 
leftmost Trident Gully (Ill). 
A touch further north on Beinn 
Alligin, Ettie & Partner repeated 
Giveaway Gully (IV) which they 
were a bit disappointed by. 
Close by on Liathach, White 
Tiger (V) was repeated by Robin 
Clothier and Colin Smith, they 
weren't disappointed and the 
route is said to be very good. 
This pair also went in to The 
Fannichs and repeated 

Skyscraper Buttress via the left
hand direct start, which they 
wern't over enthusiastic about -
which just goes to prove that 
you can keep some of the 
people happy some of the time 
but not the same some people 
all of the time! Or something like 
that anyway. 

Continuing north an~ on Beinn 
Dearg, Simon Richardson and 
Chris Cartwright, in what must 
have been exceptionally good 
conditions, climbed the steep 
icefall left of Emerald Gully (V). 
This is one that people began to 
wonder would ever form again. 

Northwards again and to a 
good weekend for Simon 
Richardson and Roger Everett as 
they repeated The Nose Direct 
(VNI) on Sgurr an Fhidleir of 
Ben More Coigach, managing to 
free the crux and also take a 
more direct line on The Pale 
Slabs. The following day they 
climbed a much eyed line up the 
obvious deep chimney in Caire 
Gorm of Cul Mor to give a good 
V, The Cul. 

On Quinag, Brian Davison and 
Andy Nisbet climbed a IV gully 

right of Gully Of Nedd, which 
they also repeated thinking it 
was new - I'm glad that Nisbet is 
human too! They also climbed a 
IV icefall on some obscure hill 
near Ben More Assynt 

Skye 
It is likely that with the good 

conditions there will have been 
some action here but no doubt 
we will have to wait until word 
escapes later on in the season. 
The Cui/fin Ridge has been in 
excellent condition and a 
number traverses have been 
made. One from Chris Forrest 
and Louise Walker with one 
bivvy whilst the party who did it 
after them apparently had to 
bivvy three times!. 

Glencoe and The West 
Not too much to report from 

here, although for a while a lot 
of ice did form low down. In 
Glencoe, on Stob Caire nan 
Lochan, Rab and Chris Anderson 
and Rob Milne added Inclination 
(VI) to the South Buttress by free 
climbing the original summer 
start to Tilt, then taking the wall 
to its left to finish in the dark up 
a huge chimney. Milne, whilst 
on one of the stances, counted 
some 40 people in the corrie, 
which illustrates how busy it's 
been on the hills a lot of the 
time. (It also illustrates the time 
consuming nature of these 
routes!) On the Far Eastern 
Buttress two short routes were 
added when the Andersons 
followed the summer line of Yen 
to give a hard technical IV, and 
along with Milne climbed a 
steep iced chimney on the left 
side of the crag, Orient Express 
(IV). Martin Burrows-Smith and 
Partner made an ascent of the 
superb Central Grooves (VI) in 
"The Lochan" as well as visiting 
Creag Meaghaidh to do the The 
Fly. 

Southern Highlands 
Almost finally, but by no 

means least, to this lesser 
known area. On the Cobbler, 
capitalising on the two fine 
routes he did last season Rab 
Anderson returned to add a few 
more by following the summer 
lines of Gibber Crack (V) on the 
North Face of South Peak with 
Rob Milne and on the South 
Face of North Peak, Fold Direct 
(V) with Tom Prentice and 
N'Gombi (V) with Milne again. 
The 30m first pitch on the latter 
proved tricky but was forced into 
submission by Anderson after 
3.5 hours - the remaining 2 
pitches being led by Milne in 
double quick time as Anderson 
tried to get some feeling back 
into a finger he had tried to weld 
over a peg on the crux! News of 
these events escaped, allowing 
Simon Richardson and Chri.s 
Cartwright to nip in .and poach 
the Ramshead Ridge/Right 

Angled Gully combination (V) 
whilst Ken Crocket is rumoured 
to have added a route starting 
just right of Gangway. The fine 
looking line of North Wall 
Groove (V), first climbed in 1977, 
had what may possibly be its 
second ascent from Roger 
Everett & Simon Richardson. 
This is now an excellent winter 
climbing area with a number of 
short snowed-up-rock style 
routes, especially if you know to 
take the one hour approach and 
not the normal deep snow 
approach which can take over 
two hours. 

Nearby, on Ben Donich, after a 
number of trips Chris 
Cartwright, Simon Richardson 
and Roger Everett finally 
suceeded on Flakewalk (V) . On 
Beinn an Lochain, Edge Of 
Darkness (VNI) was repeated by 
Everett & Tom Prentice who 
found it fairly straightforward. 
On Binnean an Fhidleir, 
Richardson and Guy 
Muhlemann have apparently 
added a couple of routes whilst 
up the road a bit on Creag an 
Socach of Beinn Dorain , 
Richardson and Everett repeated 
The Glass Bead Game (V), 
finding it a touch easy for the 
grade. 
All in all it has been a very busy 

season so far, as can be 
gathered by the number of 
routes which still appear to be 
awaiting names, and with quite 
a lot of the winter left its likely 
that there will be a lot more 
activity. As yet no word has 
escaped from the lair of the 
Fowler beast, although he is 
reported as having been seen in 
a number of places about as far 
as one could possibly get from 
London in a weekend! 
Pegs and Winter Ascents 

Finally to an unsavoury item, 
no not the unfortunate spate of 
accidents, but the stirrings of the 
Mountaineering Council of. 
Scotland, or specifically their 
National Officer, in trying to pull 
together some kind of policy on 
the use, or non use of pegs in 
winter. Reading between the 
lines and from comments this 
correspondent has heard it is 
also gathered that the MC of S 
feel that certain routes should be 
banned to the winter climber, or 
again more specifically the 
snowed-up-rock climber. 

Quite frankly this is a joke. It is 
totally unacceptable to this 
correspondent and also to a 
number of other leading winter 
climbers. Apart from anything 
else it is irresponsible since the 
consequences of any ban on 
pegs is likely to prove highly 
dangerous. It is fairly obvious 
that the nature of the terrain 
together with the conditions 
encountered dictates the type of 
protection that is required. 
Sometimes pegs just have to go 
in. This is normally as a last 
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BRITISH ISLES 

resort and for a number of 
obvious reasons which 
shouldn 't have to be explained . I 
always carry a fu 11 rack of 
Friends (big ones too) just in 
case, and over the past few 
winters I can count the number 
of times I've placed one on one 
hand . If the MC of S's National 
Officer is happy to run out 10m 
from gear on hard snowed up 
rock on a regular basis then far 
be it from me to stop him. Don't 
expect everyone else to do it. 
You don't have to fall very far 
encumbered with crampons, 
axes and a ton of hardware to 
hurt yourself, or your second. 
Perhaps we should use tied 
down skyhooks! I suppose the 
MC of Swill be proposing the 
use of rubber crampons and 
axes next! 
Far be it from me to suggest to 
the MC of S where their 
business should lie, but it 
certainley isn't here. 
Rab Anderson 

[Editorial Note: This is obviously 
a contentious issue. There is 
growing concern about the 
damage done to existing 
summer routes by the winter 
extremists and (non abusive!) 
comment on the subject would 
be welcome. - B.C.N.J 

NORTH WALES 

25th February '91. Dear Diary, 
Huddled before a minute coal 

fire in a minute house (fridge) in 
Llanberis, the sleet lashing down 
outside seemingly without end. 
I can't believe I came back to 
this! It's also hard to believe, 
right now, the number of 
excellent ascents made 
throughout the autumn and 
early winter, and on all types of 
rock too. 
Tremadog 
The major addition to this 
somewhat out of vogue crag 
must be George Smith's Swift 
Undercut (E7 6c). It takes one of 
the very last remaining lines on 
the Vector Buttress, the 
underside of the Ochre Slab left 
of The Atomic Finger Flake. This 
outrageously gymnastic semi
ceiling stays dry in the heaviest 
of rain and was soon repeated 
by a visiting Sean Miles who 
rated it French Ba! 

On Hogmanay Buttress Dave 
Holmes and Ray Kay discovered 
Rasputin In Hollywood (E2 
5b,5c) which starts up 
Hogmanay Hangover, climbs the 
overhangs and grooves to its left 
and finishes up While Others 
Bathe. 

Near Craig y Castell Ian Lloyd 
Jones and Charlie Greenwich 
climbed September Blue (E1 5b) 
on the first buttress left of the 
main crag . In the Nant Gwynant 
Pat Littlejohn strolled across his 
front garden to do two new 
routes on Clogwyn y Wenallt. 
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Firstly, The Hanging Tree (E3 
6a,5c) starts right of and then 
climbs direct on the Fugitive and 
secondly, Sharky (5b,6b) gains 
and climbs the obvious pod 
between Death wisher and 
Fishbox. 
Llanberis Pass 
Areteland is a complex area of 
aretes and blocks above Carreg 
Wastad and now has more than 
a couple of handfuls of micro 
mountain routes . Descriptions 
are hard to follow and until we 
see a topo for the area I can only 
advise would be visitors to 
check out Pete's Eats' new route 
book. Anyway, Owain Jones 
and Alister Hopkins climbed 
three more routes up there, the 
best being Stand Proud (E4 6a ) 
which takes, wait for it, an arete . 
Mike Turner (Twid) and Cathy 
Goodey climbed up the scooped 
wall up and right of Areteland 
and called their route Punk 
Puffins (E3 5c). 
On Dinas Cromlech Steve 

Mayers made two big repeats, 
Rumblefish (down to E7 6b) and 
the Bastard Practise (up to E7 
6c) . It's heartwarming to know 
that somebody can still be 
bothered to walk to the top of 
the Cromlech . 
Slate 
The choicest route on slate for 
many a while must be Nick 
Harms' The Dark Half(E7 6c) 
which tackles the molten wall 
left of Angels On Fire. So 
warped and smooth, you can 
almost imagine Henry Moore 
having sculpted it. A second 
ascent came from Ben Moon 
followed by four others who 
confirmed the grade at French 
Ba. lncidently Ben Moon also 
made the second ascent of 
Cwms The Dogfish, one of 
Nick's older slate routes, 
thinking it harder than The Dark 
Half! 
On the Rainbow Slab Sean 

Miles succeeded on one of my 
old projects, the short but 
desperate arete right of 
Memorable Stains. Bungles 
Arete (EB 7a) French Ba is now 
one of the hardest grade slate 
routes. 

In Vivian Quarry the superb 
Bobby's Groove has taken a 
hammering recently with 5 
repeats. A weird and sequential 
Ba. 

Ian Lloyd Jones and Chris 
Davies found two new routes in 
the Never Never Land . lgam 
Ogam (E4 6b 3BRS) and 
Squashing The Acropods (E1 5a , 
1 BR) are on the slab left of 
Watch Me Wallaby Wank Frank. 
In Australia Simon Purdy and 
Colin Fowler climbed Looney 
Toons (E2 5c BRS) up the face 
right of N.E.Spur. 

Lleyn .Peninsular - Insane Again 
Charlies Point. 
Dave Homes and Ray Kay did 
what they consider to be the 
best excursion at Charlies yet. 
Killing The Vicar (E3 5c) takes 
the obvious crack and roof left of 
Sacrificial Poles. Cliff Phillips 
was also active here. He roped 
soloed 26 new routes in three 
days (severe - E 1) and reckons 
there's plenty left for everyone. 
Cilan Head - Zawn Two. 
Now known as Multistory Wall 
this excellent crag stretches for 
half a kilometre south from the 
main crag and tapers down from 
150ft to 50ft. It has only a 

An esoteric gem this: Ed Stone on F-Stop Fitzgerald (E5 6b), below 
Ogwen Cottage. Photo Ray Wood. 
handful of routes upon it and 
most of these seem only to exist 
in• rumour. Pat Littlejohn and 
Billy Wayman made a big three 
pitch effort up the high left hand 
side of the wall. As usual the 
descriptions are complex and 
second hand information isn't 
always too useful. News From 
Nowhere (E5 5a,6b,4b) is 170ft 
long and its main event is a 
prominent roof on the second 
pitch. 
The best Lleyn line of 1990 

award must go to Dave Jones 
and Ray Kay for their 
overhanging extravaganza 
starting right of The Crow. This 
huge onsighter shares the 
second belay of The Crow then 
goes back right over the bulges 
and up a pencil thin groove to 
the top. The cats named their 
kitten Birdy (E6 5c,6b,5c,6b). 
The team were horrified when 
they glanced left and discovered 
that persons unknown had 
placed a bolt on the first belay of 
The Crow. The mystery 
provoked this reaction from Dr 
Kramer and the Coastline 
Perverts: "We suggest that if 
persons find these belays unsafe 
then do not climb on these cliffs 
as the nature of the climbing 
hereabouts is one of 
commitment and seriousness 
and this MUST remain so!!!! 

In a zawn some way beyond 
Cilan Crispin Waddy and his 
spiritual friend Aleister Crowley 
did a new 4 pitch XS which they 
named Beasley Street. I feel I 
must quote the description for 
the top pitch. "Jam the 
stunning crackline to its top after 

6 feet then move left on totally 
disintegrating mud and shale 
slivers and on up in Mudstone 
beach crag mode (i .e. digging 
out several bucket seats in 
succession) with no gear until 
the top (or bottom) of the crag is 
reached . Rabbit hole belay. 
New blocks on the kid ." 
Competition : I think Crispin 
Waddy is completely and utterly 
insane 
because ... ! 
In no more than 10 words. 
Answers on a postcard to the 
Editor. [No thanks!] 
Gogarth 
On the main cliff Dai Lampard 
and Nigel Bonnet indulged in 
that great British tradition , the 
girdle, by free climbing The 
Horizon at E 1 5b, 15 pitches 
which they described as one of 
the best in Britain. Up the hill, 
on the Upper Tier, Twid made 
the second ascent of Hang Ten 
(In The Green Room) which he 
thought warranted three stars 
and E7 depending on how fat 
you are . Would that make it E13 
for Bernard Manning ?7 

The biggest happenings this 
issue come from the Red Walls. 
Twid with Dave Green made the 
long awaited second ascents of 
The Enchanted Broccoli Garden 
and The Super Calabrese. Th·e 
ascents utilized a back up rope 
from the top of the crag to the 
Broccoli non-belay and abseil 
inspections. It must be noted 
that on an adventurous sea cliff 
like Gogarth a dodgy belay is an 
intrinsic part of the seriousness 
of an ascent. Nevertheless the 
team thought the top pitch of" 



the Calabrese to be the best on 
the wall. Dave Jones and Alister 
Hopkins made a bold onsight 
attempt on the Broccoli Garden 
but alas retreated after Dave 
took a huge fall off the top pitch. 
A very dangerous operation 
indeed Mr Jones!! 
Twid then captured Al George 

to belay him on a new pitch 
between Shittlegruber and Mein 
Kampf, which they curiously 
named Howe/ The Trowel (E7 
6c). To the right of Vera Cava 
Paul Barbier and Ian McNeil I 
climbed a new E1 pitch next to 
the obtrusive birdwatchers TV 
cable. They called this climb 
British Satellite Broadcasting. 

Lastly at Gogarth a bit of juicy 
gossip. It is rumoured that 
Steve "and his amazing 
underpants" Mayers has been 
spotted trying to free climb The 
Big Overhang in Parliament 
House Cave, a hundred feet of 
horizontal rock. Watch this 
space!! 
Rhoscolyn 
Three new climbs are reported. 
Sunday Sport Special (HVS 5a) 
is the obvious layaway crackline 
beyond Symphony Crack and is 
the work of Paul Barbier and 
Rob Aynsworth. Billy The 
Mountain is the wall left of that 
route by Ian McNeil! and Phillip 
Teague. Also, a good strenuous 
route has been made up the 
discontinuous crackline in the 
wall left of Cocaine. The route: 
Helios. The grade: E5 6b. The 
arms: Pat Littlejohn. 
Limestone - Fedw Fawr 
This new Anglesey crag lies near 
Penman Point and is on National 
Trust property. It is marked 
clearly on O.S. maps. That burly 
man again, George Smith, 
crimped his way up Dream Of A 
Cranefly (E5 6b 4BR) on the very 
odd quartzified wall at the right 
end of the crag. 
Pen Trwyn 
Climbing above the road is still 
banned voluntarily until all 
belays have been replaced with 
double stainless steel anchors. 
This is in the interest of all of us 
and the public and the work will 
be carried out soon by a team of 
volunteers. However 
tormenting it is to us now we 
must be patient if we want the 
crag to remain open for good 
later!! 
Downstairs L.P.T. 
George Smith squeezed Parasite 
through the overhangs right of 
Mussel Beach (E7 6c). Caroline 
Tickell was also active climbing 
The Peppermint Porpoise (E 1 5b, 
BRS BB) up the wall lift of Skin 
Deep. On the excellent wall to 
the right of Pigeon Cave Keith 
Jones and Norman Clacher did a 
good bolted E3 6a called 
Disillusioned Youth. Down on 
Craig Pen Gogarth, the crag that 
time forgot, Pat with Adam 
Haynes made an ascent up the 
cracks and grooves forty feet 
right of Astrodome. Feathered 
Friends is graded E3 5c,5c,5c. 
Only one new route on the 

Diamond last year, but what a 
route. Big George's Never Get 
Out Of The Boat (E7 6c) starts up 
Boat People and breaks out 
rightwards. The radically steep 
line received a second ascent 
from Ed Stone who thought it 
was the best F8a on the Ormes. 
Many other desper-ate projects 
were continually attempted. 

The Atlanta Wall area has taken 

a beating recently with 8 new 
sports climbs being added. The 
wall is approached by walking 
down towards the bottom of 
Detritus Wall from the Meadow 
Walls and rapping off the chains 
to BB's above the sea. The bolt 
lines are listed left to right and 
are all the work of Dave Lyons, 
Phil Smith and Merlin Tomkins: 
Haliborange (E3 6a), Vitamin Sea 
(E46a), Unnamed (E3 5c), 
Unnamed (E5 6a),Unnamed (E4 
6a), Planet Suite (E3 5c), Up 
Uranus (E5 6a), Unnamed (E5 
6b). 

And now for something 
completely different. It's been 
the best winter conditions in the 
mountains since the winter of 
'85/'86 and virtually all the 
classics formed and were 
climbed. Queues were common 
as excited mountaineers rushed 
from gully to gully. As the days 
went by the "Alpine starts" got 
earlier and earlier as everybody 
tried to beat each other to the 
crag. Those who didn't join in 
this crazy fever have been 
enjoying the delights of Crispin 
Waddy's new climbing room at 
The Heights which seems to be 
continually booked by keen 
boulderers. Indeed we can 
safely say it's definitely pulled 
us through another hideous 
winter. (I must apologise for my 
S.A.D.) 
Paul Pritchard 

OVERVIEW 

Competing Interests 

'Competition climbing is an 
enormously expensive 
endeavour. It's a bottomless pit. 
The club spent a lot of money 
the last two years in support of 
that activity and a lot of the 
membership felt that a 
disproportionate amount of 
funds were going to support an 
activity that a small number of 
its membership base were 
participating in ... the time was 
eating our staff up alive.' 

The third World Championship 
is only weeks away now, 
suggesting a level of maturity 
for competition climbing, its 
organisation and its 
administration. But the 
American Alpine Club are 
getting out. As Glenn Porzak, 
the current President, explains 
above, the drain on resources 
and staff time had become 
unjustifiable to a membership of 
amateur enthusiasts. The club 
had also received some critici'sm 
from the competitors 
themselves for their 
administration so the AAC 
decided that a comprehensive 
restructuring of how American 
competitions are staged and 
how American climbers attend 
foreign events was necessary. 

The result is a new 
autonomous body called the 
American Sports Climbers 
Federation set up under the 
auspices of the AAC with the co
operation and direction of 
competition climbers 
themselves. 'The club raised 
and provided $40,000 in seed 
money and helped in the 
formation of the organisation,' 
Porzak says. 'We put it together 

so it was acceptable to the 
participants and then backed 
off.' What is left is a body which 
pursues the interests of its 
constituents, enabling the future 
of competition climbing on the 
proviso that there is enough 
commercial interest to provide 
the large amounts of money big 
events soak up. 

The AAC can now revert to its 
former role and concentrate on 
the concerns of ordinary 
recreational climbers and 
mountaineers. The AAC has 
also re-established its Access 
Fund as a separate body, 
although with slightly different 
motives and methods than those 
used in the construction of the 
ASCF. In order to maximise 
fund-raising potential it was felt 
that having an autonomous 
Access Fund would attract more 
donations and sponsors. The 
fund is still administered by 
members of the AAC Access 
Committee and it still fulfils its 
previous aims of buying land 
and campaigning for the 
interests of climbers. 

On the other side of the Pond, 
the British Mountaineering 
Council are also examining the 
future administration of 
competition climbing although 
they are moving in the opposite 
direction to the AAC. The BMC 
is exploring the possibility of 
appointing a part-time 
Competitions Officer to work 
alongside the other officers of 
the Council. This will be done 
on the basis that the Sports 
Council will provide the 
necessary funds. On current 
form, this is possible. The 
Sports Council found an extra 
£20,000 as soon as the BMC 
changed its policy over to 
positive support of competitions 
and the UK's strong 
performance on the circuit is a 
more tangible selling point than 
other, less glamorous activities. 
Of course, it can be argued that 

the BMC could follow the 
example of the AAC and set up 
an autonomous organisation 
that would deal with the UIAA 
competition committees and be 
responsible for the 
administration of British 
competitions and competitors. 
This, like the ML TB, could be run 
from the BMC offices in 
Manchester and its managing 
committee could have strong 
representation from its parent 
organisation. It would be 
funded by the Sports Council 
and competitors would 
necessarily become more 
involved in the administration of 
competitive climbing. 

However, this suggestion will 
almost certainly be met with 
hostility for a number of 
reasons. The principle objection 
requires a little examination of 
recent history. In the BMC 
pages of High magazine in 
December 1987, the Council 
reacted to the UIAA's decision to 
set up a World Championship in 
a strident fashion. 'Need less to 
say, the BMC registered its 
opposition to the UIAA going 
down this road ... The BMC has 
no mandate to support climbing 
competitions .. .' But in six . 
months the BM C's Management 
Committee had voted to support 
such events. From being in a 
position to categorically refuse 
to support what had been 

accepted by the rest of the 
world, it had completely 
changed its mind. 

In reality, this volte face was 
entirely understandable, for one 
very good reason. The attempt 
to establish an independent 
sports-climbing organisation 
and the subsequent fiasco of the 
speed-climbing event at Malham 
galvanised the BMC and thanks 
to the considerable skill of all the 
officers involved, the attempt to 
wrest the interests of climbers 
from the representative body 
into commercial hands was 
averted. In August 1988 the 
BMC told its members that 'the 
mass of British climbers are still 
against the notion of organised 
competition but in the interests 
of unity ... it is best that this 
important development is 
organised.' 
A year later, immediately after 

the hugely successful Leeds 
competition, the BMC could still 
write that those opposing 
competitive climbing 'are still a 
large proportion of the BMC 
membership.' They also made 
the observation that 'the BMC's 
other roles in the total sport of 
mountaineering are more 
important, particularly access 
and conservation work.' But this 
long article in the July edition of 
High (1988) also observed that 
the Council had 'a serious 
internal problem in resolving its 
own policies over how it will in 
the future handle competition 
climbing.' 

Well, the 'problem' seems to 
have been resolved by the BMC 
jumping with both feet and not 
looking back. There has been no 
search for an alternative method 
of administering to the needs of 
the athletic few. The contrast 
with the AAC is interesting in 
this respect. In December 1987 
the BMC observed that 'the line 
taken by the American Alpine 
Club is that they believe 
competitions are inevitable and 
that they must be involved in 
order not to be left behind.' 
They also included the 
admonition 'one is forced to 
question where and when 
American climbers have been 
canvassed for their views?' The 
AAC, it seems, have now done 
just that and responded to i~ 
members views. Glenn Porzak 
also observes that the AAC's 
involvement in competitions 
was for 'a transitional period 
only' and that a longer term 
solution had always been 
intended. 
The shadow of ISCA and 

Mal ham still colours the BM C's 
thinking on this issue. It does 
not seem unreasonable to 
observe that the time may have 
come to turn on the lights of 
objective consideration to dispel 
that shadow. The UIAA has 
committed itself to holding 
events on artificial structures so 
the environmental thread has 
receded. Before the BMC 
continues on the road to 
increasing commercial 
involvement it should pause to 
sample the opinion of its 
constituents. Competition 
climbing would probably benefit 
from having a dedicated 
organisation and it would 
release the BMC, freeing its 
valuable time for the interests of 
all. 
Ed Douglas 

19 



PEUTEREY 
PERFECT 
by Martin Moran 

I think it is true lo say that mountaineers have always 
striven to realise an ideal. Possessed of a vision of 
beauty beyond the wordly grasp they pursue a zealous 
quest lo win a place in that lofty paradise. Yet sadly 
few climbs have the line, elegance and challenge that 
fulfil the initial inspiration. So many otherwise great 
routes arc flawed , whether by deviation of line, 
escapability, an excess of ironmongery or else a want 
of length or difficulty. However the Peuterey Integral 
on Mont Blanc is perhaps one of the few that satisfy the 
climber's demand of perfection in execution as well as 
appearance. 

The Integral is a logical extension lo the Peuterey 
Ridge route established in' 1927, and follows Mont 
Blanc's most spectacular ridge spoke in its entirety 
instead of merely traversing the Aiguille Blanche 
before ascending The Monarch. The extension was 
first achieved by traversing the easy East Ridge of the 
A\guille Noire in 1934. However the true 'integral' 
first climbs the Noire by its massive So111il Ridge and 
was pioneered by R. Hechtel and G. Kittlem:rnn in 
1953. 

It is a route that excites the imagination as well as 
offering a tangible technical challenge. Neither is it an 
airy but facile snow climb, nor merely an abrupt 
exercise in rock gymnastics. Rather it combines the 
best qualities of both styles and on the Alpine scale far 
surpasses either in length. 

The traverse of the Aiguillc Noire provides the 
gymnastics. The 50 pitch Sourh Ridge is a route of 
eminent distinction, fast, totally free and perhaps a 
little harder than guidebooks would lead us to expect, 
whilst the abseil descent of the Norrh-West Ridge 
retains its cacher as one of the steepest and most 
serious in the Alps. There follows a sudden transfer to 
elegant aretes on the Aiguille Blanche and then comes 
a mighty snow climb onto Mont Blanc itself. With 
4,000 metres of ascent, 4 km in length from valley lo 
summit and not a single cablecar or piton for aid, it is 
a route of 2 or 3 days duration even in summer. 
Nothing in the European Alps can remotely compare. 

Such at least was my perception of the route, an 
idealisation long-nurtured bu~ never tested. Only 
given the right combination of weather, snow 
conditions, fitness and mental preparedness cciuld it be 
put to the proofof experience and in mid-July of 1990 
the first two conditions were admirably met. 

The Azores high dri fled north and settled over the 
whole of Western Europe. Not the slightest ripple of 
an isobar disturbed the weather map, and not a single 
cloud smudged the Alpine horizon. Yet the mountains 
remained well-clothed in snow following a stormy 
June. The only problem was warmth. Air freezing 
levels rose to 4000 metres and above, but during the 
clear nights outward radiation would crust the snow 
and give quick climbing. 

Whether fit or not we had to go. Simon Jenkins and 
me, compatible buddies and ba11lc-ha1'dened by 
successive attempts on a Mer de Glace watershed 
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traverse over the last two years, were a team that thinks 
as one: neither of us flamboyantly talented yet, once 
together on the mountain, a partnership hard to dislodge. 

Across the Aiguille Noire 
The Noire hut possesses a remarkable site tucked 

under the overhanging cli-ff which guards the entrance 
to the Faureuil des Allemands, a cirque of near-perfect 
concavity yet long deserted by the glacier which 
carved it. We had scrambled the 800 metres up scrub 
and rock bar from the floorofthe Val Veny in something 
under two hours and now sat idly on the terrace 
brewing, sunbathing and trying lo gauge the intentions 
of the other two parties at the hut. Neither were going 
further than the Aiguillc Noire itself, and nobody had 
set off on the lnregral for two days, so we could expect 
to have the bivouac shelter by the Dames Anglaises to 
ourselves tomorrow night. How ridiculous lo be 
nearly alone on the finest flank of Mont Blanc at the 
supposed peak of the summer season. We imagined 
but did not envy the seething masses that would at the 
moment be packing into the Gouter Hut on the northern 

On rhe Peuterey Ridge 
l ntegraleMo/11 Blanc - Opposite 
Page: The Author rrm•erses rhe 
loose mi.red ground /Jeloll' rile 
Dames Anglaises al rhe rnd of'the 
firs/ day. Phoro: Jenkins. 

Below: Simon Jenkins soloing rhe 
''.flaky "gmde IV wall 011 rile Poinle 
B1jicle whith nearly IJ/'01 •ed /0 be 
the Author's Bere Noire. 
Phoro: Marrin Moran. 









Opposite Page Left: The huge and remote Freney Face of Mont Bla11cfi·o111 the summit of the 
Aiguille Blanc. Photo: Martin Moran. 

side of the mountain. Above rose the turreted 
South Ridge, ib cruc ial features just discemable 
among the evening shadows. We scrutinised and 
memorised until sundown bade us retire indoors. 
Reveille was set for 3am. We had an immensely 

long day ahead if, as intended, we were to climb 
the South Ridge and descend to the Dames 
Anglaiscs hut , but there was no point in reaching 
the rocks before dawn. So we set off last, 
swapped boots for rock slippers at the first slabs, 
and hastened towards the burgeoning swathe of 
sunlit granite that towered overhead. At 2700m 
we were starting low by the standards of any 
Alpine climb and on the early pitches the rocks 
were covered by a patina of lichen and moss, the 
cracks filled with grass and nowers. Only when 
we reached the crest of the Pointe Bi fide did our 
fingers grip bare crystalline granite. Already the 
Pie Gamba lay below us, a giant phallus etched 
sharp above the serrated crest of the Mont Rouge 
de Peuterey. The trough of the Freney basin now 
shadowed our steps, its exposures bi ling into our 
early confidence. 

Thanks to climbing solo we had passed one 
party, but were now slowed by steeper pitches. 
Simon climbed a naky wall and disappeared 
above. I moved up. All was rounded. Shallow 
nakes demanded lay-aways while my I 0kg sac 
pulled me down towards the abyss. Moving too 
far right [ got stranded, my poise slipping away 
and fear of the dreaded shakes fast growing. Had 
Simon dropped a rope I would not have demurred 
from its use, but no such salvation was offered. [ 
scrabbled back left and finished the pitch on the 
convictionthatgradeIV's must have holds rather 
than any certainty they existed. 

Simon was waiting below a square-cut neb, 
another grade IV of dubious appearance. Keen 
to quell the jitters I took over. clipped a long sling 
into a piton for protection, and made a V+ lunge 
up to jugs. Then, having reached down and 
unclipped the sling, I mantleshelfed onto the top 
of the neb. With my composure duly restored we 
by-passed the Bi fide and raised our pace onto the 
Pointe Welzenbach. 

Here a IV+ pitch was advertised . Deterred by 
the severity of the lower pitches we feared that 
the speed of soloing would soon be outweighed 
by the mental stress of climbing unprotected. So 
we tied into our 8.5mm rope 25 metres apart and 
moved on together, occasionally clipping-in to 
pegs and slings. In fact the Welzenbach posed no 
especial difficulty but we kept the rope on. A 
traverse. an abseil, and easy grooves brought us 
to the famous tier of the 'demi-lune'. 
Smoother. compact rock and a profusion of old 

pegs indicated a significant jump in standard. I 
led straight up the peg line when in fact an easier 
route goes left. and soon found myself st retched 
and sweating on a Via wall. It took only the 
slightest tweak on a peg to save the situation. The 
blemish was soon forgotten as the time pressure 
mounted . We needed to be on top before 2pm 
and the Ridge at this point was proving a stubborn 
adversary. 
Simon took on the final tier of the Pointe Brendel 

which sported two driven ring stakes or piton 
see/lees of I 930's vintage plus an impressive 
overhang. Then we scrambled round more 

Below: Abseiling heside the giant chimney 011 the North West Ridge of the Aig1iille Noire. 
Pho/0 : Marrin Moran . ·, :., -

pinnacles until nose to nose with the magnificent 
red tower of the Pointe Ottoz. A sustained V /V+ 
50 metre ropelength squeezed two pitches into 
one. and surprisingly we found ourselves on 
easier ground. 

Whether due to our growing confidence or 
some inconsistency in the pitch gradings, from 
here the route offered only token resistance as its 
treasures unfolded. We passed the other party, 
romped onto the Pointe Bich, then unroped and 
at 1.30 scrambled up to the Noire 's crowning • 
madonna. well-pleased with our time of 7.5 

hours for the route considering the weight of our 
sacs. Today the virgin Mary smiled serenely 
over a sunbathed Val d 'Aosta . but bullet holes in 
her head and white shattered rocks on all sides 
evidenced her endurance of more troubled times 
when .. hell hath no mercy". 
On the skyline the pillared prow of Mont Blanc 

d~ Courmayeur formed a focus for tomorrow 's 
efforts, but straight ahead the approach to the 
Aigu i I le Blanche was a me lee of shattered cou loirs 
and totiering pinnacles. We changed back into 
mountain boots , uncoiled our 7mm abseil line, 
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and rappelled down steepening slabs to the very 
brink of the North West precipice. A dizzy abyss 
devoid of all shape. form or comfort opened its 
jaws beneath u,. Only a dirty streak of ice 
plunging towards the Freney Glacier indicated 
the couloir towards which we were bound. I 
went first down the abseils. sometimes swinging 
free over blanched overhangs, but always finding 
a welcoming bunch of slings and pegs every 40 
or 45 metres. 
However on the second tier of the Ridge we lost 

our phasing. I sailed past an anchor at 25 metres 
confident of finding something lower and swung 
onto a blank wall only to note with some concern 
that the rope ends. which were not tied, didn't 
nearly reach the next stance. Having tied an 
autoblock prusik above my abseil plate as a back
up I slid gingerly towards the hanging ends. A 
metre and a half from oblivion I locked the prusik 
and swung onto a rounded flake where a wire nut 
could be wedged for protection. Having linked 
two long slings from the nut to my harness I 
disengaged from the abseil and slithered down 
three metres to the next stance. 
Mounting tension coupled with the baking heat 

of mid-afternoon sent the blood thumping 
violently through my temples until my helmet 
felt three sizes too small and a persistent headache 
developed. The boldness of Goettner, Krobath 
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and Schmaderer, the trio who first abseiled into 
this place on hemp and dulfers in 1934, elicited 
our astonishment as much as admiration. 

We now moved into the giant chimney which 
cleaves the lower part of the ridge and acts as a 
funnel for its debris, and the sight of a great prow 
of newly carved granite hanging above 
accelerated our operations. On the last and 
eighth abseil, just as we thought the danger past, 
the ropes jammed during retrieval and Simon 
was obliged to make an unprotected salvage 
mission to free the knot. 

Trapped in this foul couloir and still over two 
hours away from the bivouac hut we were both 
feeling severely stressed. The terrain around the 
Dames Anglaises pinnacles is inimical to safe or 
enjoyable climbing, but there was one big 
consolation. From every patch of rotting ice 
there sprung a trickle of icy water which mixed 
with a spoon of raspberry cremola crystals made 
as glorious a drink as I shall ever taste. 

To gain the hut we had to make a tiresome 
linkage to the couloir dropping from the Breche 
Nord des Dames Anglaises. Depressingly this 
involved a 150 metre descent on rotting snow 
which we abseiled. A loose traverse of I 00 
metres gave access to our gully. and we put on 
crampons to make the final climb. We breasted 
the Brec/ie Nord to see the tiny battered 

Left: Marlin Moran lllming 1he pages rf 
his1ory in !he Dames Anglaises hul. 
Pho10 : Jenkins. 

aluminium hut sitting just five metres away. 
After over 14 hours on the move it looked like a 
palace. 

The Aiguille Blanche 
To be truthful we were wiped out. Tea, soup, 

stew and custard hardly produced the recovery 
necessary to contemplate starting all over again 
in a few hours ' time. Whilst we knew that the 
second halfofthe route was technically easier we 
were also aware that the snow would quickly 
deteriorate to dangerous slush in the morning 
sun. Such conditions on unprotected aretes could 
be terrifying. As to how long we could expect to 
take from here to Mont Blanc we had little idea 
for the guidebook helpfully suggested that 
anything between IO and 22 hours might suffice' 
Ou meed for sleep finally dictated the morning's 

schedule. Instead of making a harebrained dash 
at midnight we set our alarms for 3.45am and 
crawled inside at nightfall. The hut logbook 
aroused considerable intesrest. With disbelief. I 
read the first pencilled entry dated 1934. probably 
as old as the shelter itself. There followed an 
illustrious catalogue of climbing achievement 
spanning three generations, pre-war Austrians 
and Germans who probably perished on the 
Eastern Front , Hechtel and Kittlemann's first 
l111egra/ in 1953, post-war names like Lachenal 
and Diembcrger, Audoubert and Seigneur's 
winter l111egral in 1972, right through to 
Christophe Profit's escapades of the I 980's. 
What it was doing, damp tattered and 3500 
metres up a mountain, instead of in a museum I 
cannot think. but we humbly signed in before 
turning over to sleep. 
6am and a golden dawn radiated from the Noire's 

summit pillar as we scrambled up the crest of the 
Dames Anglaises Ridge. The rock was kindly 
disposed and reasonably solid. It was the sort of 
morning that breathes oxygen into tired legs. We 
found ourselves gaining height steadily to the 
start of the final snow arete of the Aiguille 
Blanche. Heie we finally left behind the 
constrictions of the Noire ·s rock bastions and 
moved with freedom into a new domain of 
blinding snowfields and brilliant seracs. The 
sudden transition of scene coupled with our 
acceleration of pace produced an exhilarating 
effect on our spirits. 

Old tracks provided a solid footing for the 
tramp onto the summit ridge of the Blanche, a 
corniced wafer of snow gave slender passage 
from the South to Central tops, and then we were 
looking down onto the Col de Peuterey and 
across to the Freney Face. There was a wicked 
temptation to go onto the Ce111ra/ Pillar but our 
lack of food and a biting dawn wind dictated 
otherwise. It had been done though by bolder 
men than we. 

Onto the Monarch 
We were now face to face with the climb of800 

metres from the col to the summit of Mont Blanc 
de Courmayeur. The true relief of the sinuous 
final snow ridge was hidden from our perspective, 
and the climb looked like a long tiresome slog, a 
real killer if our fitness was found wanting or the 
snow was soft. I had not been above 4000 metres 



Right: Simon Jenkins pauses j(Jr breath 011 the 
final Peuterey Arete abo,·e the crest of the 
Eckpfeiler Buttress (Grand Pi lier d'Angle ). 
The Bren\'(/ Glacier and Val Ferret below. 
Photo: Moran. 

so far in the season. and feared a heartbreaking 
grind, but Simon was impassively confi dent and 
declared that two and a half hours would be 
ample from the col to the top. I laid my bet at 
three hours , and we abseiled off the Blanche onto 
the horizontal oasis of the Freney plateau. 

Here we stopped for a final bite of food and a 
drink. Visiting this place for the first time one 
cannot fail to be awestruck by its grandeur and 
isolation. Even on this magnificent clear day we 
cou Id sense its problems of retreat or escape. The 
plateau dipped gently southwards and then 
disappeared over a 250 metre ice cliff into the 
shadowy vault of the Freney basin. The spectres 
of Bonatti , Mazeaud and their ailing comrades in 
that awful retreat of 1961 clouded my vision as 
we rested there. 
The ropes were packed away again, and Simon 

led the way leftwards up mixed terrain towards 
the crest of the Eckpfeiler Buttress. The wind 
abated and the sun commenced its merciless 
attack on every south facing facet of the mountain . 
The snow was disintegrating almost visibly in 
front of us , and rivulets emerged from every rock 
slab and step, but we were just ahead of the 
conditions, and used the last remnants of the 
surface frost to gain the crest. 

Only 50 minutes had elapsed, we were already 
at 4250 metres , and suffering no pangs of altitude 
fatigue. The beautiful sculpting of the final ridge 
now became apparent. The arete twisted and 
curved gracefully to the summit cornice, to its 
left the profiled Pillar of Freney, to its right a 
birds-eye view of the Pearseracs. We now found 
more old tracks which remained firm, and the 
chill breeze was once more evident on the ridge 
keeping the snow crisp. No hindrance, pain or 
acrimony would spoil the joy of that last climb. 
We sw itched leads each hundred metres, took 
short stops for photographs but never lost the 
momentum which was so much part of the 
harmony of that hour. · 
Simon forged a faster pace on the last s lope and 

disappeared through a gap in the cornice. but I 
was loathe for the moment to pass and stopped 
just once to gaze at the vis ta of savage glacier and 
green valley arrayed between my boots. The 
Noire now looked no more than a minor incident 
on the ridge beyond the Aiguille Blanche. Then 
I kicked up the little headwall and joined Simon 
on top. It was a little after 12.30pm, three hours 
from the col and less than eight hours s ince we 
had left the bivouac hut. The wind had died and 
a kilometre to the north west the summit dome of 
Mont Blanc was bespec kled with people. 

Our isolation , which had been complete s ince 
the summit of the Noire. was finally broken, and 
with it went the spe ll of the Integral. We knew 
that from here life could only go downhill. 

Summary 
An account of an ascent of the Peuterey Ridge 
Integral on Mont Blanc in the perfect cond itions 
of mid-July 1990. by Martin Moran and Simon 
Jenkins. 
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Fixed Equipment. 
by Pete Gomersall 

This paper is in two parts. The 
first part explains my thoughts 
on how, where.and why to use 
bolts with sole reference to 
limestone. The second and 
perhaps more important part 
concerns whether there should 
be a 'Bolts Policy.' 

In 1982 I wrote a very critical 
commentary for Mountain 91 
about various tactics which top 
climbers were U.$ing to make 
climbs e·asier. I then saw the use 
of bolts as such a tactic. I put 
forward several arguments to 
show why bolts were not 
necessary in Britain . While some 
of the points made are still valid, 
clearly things have changed 
since 1982. I now also see a 
place for .bolts in British 
climbing. 

I placed the first bolt of any 
significance on a new free climb 
in Yorkshire in 1984. There was 
an outcry; people asketJ 'Why 
have you, of all-people, started 
to place bolts? The simple 
answer and one which most 
people found most difficult to 
accept was that I had changed 
my mind. Climbing is not a stat ic 
activity and it changes along 
with the people who climb . I saw 
that the use of bolts opened up 
other avenues for climbing to 
follow - different but every bit as 
valid as our traditional 
approach. I thought long and 
hard before I made my decision 
and am now convinced that 
what I did was to the benefit of 
climbing in Britain . 

Today, after another six years 
of climbing, thought and 
discussion about the use of bolts 
I know that their use allowed me 
to escape from the cul-de-sac of 
the traditional approach . When 
the difficulty of a climb is very 
high and there is no natural 
protection or when it is 
impossible to stop to place any 
protection, bolts allow us to 
attempt the climb. There is no 
merit in welcoming certain 
injury and death. 
The use of bolts has produced 

Sports Climbs. The style and 
emphasis is different to the 
traditional one. There is the. , 
reward of overcoming extremely 
hard pitches. Pitches which are 
physically and technically 
demanding but usually safe . I 
think the two forms of climbing, 
Sports and Traditional can 
happily co-exist ' One has to 
consider carefully which style is 
applicable when looking at a 
piece of rock. lniti,i'lly the routes 
were made i;,ossible by the use 
of the odd bolt. ·However there is 
no philosophica-kdifference 
between using o'ne· bolt in blank 
rock or twenty. Once you have 
decided that bolts are 
acceptable, it is l_ogical to exploit 
their use in such places. It is not 
correct to say th'at bolts should 
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This example of inspired bolt placement from Colorado was sent in 
by Mark Wilford. The bolt was subsequently removed and the rock 
repaired. 

never be used in Britain. You 
only need to look back at 
climbing developments: pegs, 
aid,chalk, bolts. Each has been 
thought unnecessary at the 
beginining , but each has been 
adopted and used to advance 
standards . 
As climbing standards have 

improved routes can sometimes 
be climbed without bolts or 
other fixed protection. When this 
has taken place fixed protection 
has been removed . I am in 
complete agreement with this 
type of natural development 
with the following proviso: that 
the routes should have been 
climbed completely on-sight. 
Bolted climbs provide the 
perfect medium for extremely 
hard on-sight ascents. 
Inspecting a route prior to bolt 
elimination is substituting one 
form of 'cheating' for another 
and who is to say which is 
preferable. This is the reason 
that I replaced the bolts in that 
infamous route Frankie for 
insta_nce. Any reasonable 
climber could have gone and 
checked out the placements on 

that wall and made a good job 
of the ascent, but I really believe 
that it ·is a finer route with the 
bolts. I cannot agree that 
inspecting a route and then 
climbing it without bolts is any 
better than making an on-sight 
ascent with them! 
When I decide to place bolts I 

make several decisions. The 
overriding ones include the 
difficulty of the climbing, the 
rock type, character of climbing 
and whether I believe that it 
would be a better route with or 
without them. Just because a 
route is devoid of natural 
protection does not necessarily 
mean that I would place bolts. 
On the other hand if I need bolts 
to protect over half a pitch I 
would probably equip the whole 
route regardle·ss of other 
protection. I would also use 
bolts in place of other forms of 
fixed protection (pegs, threads, 
jammed wires etc) either on new 
routes or to replace equipment 
on existing ones. I would not 
bolt any existing or possible 
route that can or could be a 
good challenge for protection 

placed on lead. 
This brings into discussion the 

re -equipping of routes with old 
fixed protection as opposed to 
retro-bolting . Re-equipping is 
not the same as 'retro-bolting. 
Retro-bolting is the bolting of 
routes that were previously 
ascended placing g.ear on lead 
or adding extra bolts to reduce 
the seriousness of an existing 
bolted route. Logically following 
my previous statements I would 
replace other forms of fixed 
protection with bolts as it 
became necessary. This would 
be for both environmental and 
logical reasons leaving 
permanent, less visible fixtures 
which directly replace or reduce 
existing gear. Routes such as 
Dominatrix and Directissima at 
Kilnsey, the Cave Routes at 
Goredale and Yosemite Wall at 
Malham are examples where re
equipping is relevant. One 
argument against the use of 
bolts is that they can be placed 
anywhere, so they should not be 
used at all. However if a bolt is 
placed in exactly the same place 
as an existing rotting piece of 
fixed equipment - what is the 
difference? None I would say. I 
think that some climbers 
actually believe that rotting fixed 
equipment is in some way a 
stimulating challenge but I see 
this as an unnecessarily Macho 
and rather childish aspect of 
'traditional climbing; I just 
cannot understand it. In my 
twenty years of climbing I have 
come to understand from 
experience that fixed new 
equipment rarely fails no matter 
how marginal. It is only when it 
is old, rusted, frayed or badly 
used that it fails; a stainless bolt, 
well placed will last indefinitely! 
People may argue that 
experience tells you how good 
the equipment is but I don't 
agree. I see most climbers 
including experienced ones 
expecting fixed gear to be good. 
And it should be! There are 
enough real challenges provided 
by all nut ascents and routes 
with minimal fixed gear. With 
regards to my own routes that 
require re-equipping it would 
depend on my above stated 
criteria. I may replace fixed gear 

· with bolts and if over half the 
pro is fixed then the whole 
route. I do not see this as a 
charter to replace every piece of 
fixed gear with a bolt. We are 
discussing generalities here but 
each separate route must be 
viewed in its own light. . 

Intertwined with this aspect of 
the discussion are my views on 
'retro-bolting'. I strongly believe 
that any routes with all nut 
protection, however well 
spaced, should never be bolted. 
I cannot stress this point too 
strongly. It is one thing replacing 
fixed equipment with bolts but.I 
would never contemplate 

't 
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A recent Symposium on Bolt protection held by the B.M.C 
attracted a good turnout of climbers. Unfortunately even the 
most radical of those present was not an all out bolter. This is 
to be expected as the average sport climber has little interest 
in the wider climbing world and will continue to drill away 
regardless. Three papers were given to the ethical debate by 
Pete Gomersall, Martin Berzins and Pat Littlejohn. Mountain also 
asked Randy Leavitt and Mark Wilford to give an American 
perspective and Royal Robbins takes the rap bolters of Yosemite 
to task in highlights from a recent article in Rock and Ice- Vandals 
in the Temple. 

rebolting an existing nut-route. 
Well if everybody thought like 

me what would be the effect? 
Obviously there would be more 
bolts, but what else? No 
unsightly tapes, threads, 
jammed nuts or pegs. Apart 
from spoiling the macho 
bravado of the climber who 
thinks he 'knows' exactly how 
good fixed gear is, the climbing 
is still the same. I really don 't 
think that using bolts in the 
above manner would drastically 
affect the character of British 
climbing- at least not as I see it. 
Fixed gear in general terms is 
just not that common! 

This leads me to my final 
points and I direct them at the 
central issues of this 
symposium: the development of 
a bolting policy. There are 
unwritten rules within British 
climbing which evolve and 
should not be seen as 
permanent fixtures. Bolts are at 
present used in certain places 
and not in others and I agree 
with this general code. However, 
I think that it is the route that 
dictates the required protection 
and not the cliff situation . To say 
that Natural Grit or Mountain 
Crags or Sea Cliffs are the 
wrong places for bolts is, I 
believe, misguided. Every piece 
of rock on which there is a route 
is different. Some of the pieces 
of rock produce good bolted 
climbs others do not. To 
artificially limit where one can or 
cannot bolt is wrong. I think that 
individual climbers should be 
guided by their own conscience. 
This is shaped by their 
experience, other climbers, 
history and of course desires. 
This could mean that if someone 
found a line that they thought 
might benefit from bolts then 
they might place them 
regardless of the rock type, 
situation or traditional ethos. 
This could include Gritstone, if 
of course a piece of rock that 
was 'suitable' could be found on 
Grit. In fact there are very few 
lines on rock types other than 
limestone which require or 
benefit from being bolted . I 
firmly believe that written rules 
should be left to the competitive 
arena and climbing should be 
about making your own 
decisions, justifying them and if 
necessary living with the 
consequences. I do not think 
that the BMC or anybody else 
for that matter should presume 
to prescribe the way forward . 
Climbers should shape their 
own future by thought, 
di!j_Cussion and action not by 
wqtten rules. 
SUMMARY:1) There js a place 
for bolts on very hard, very 
steep faces with inadequate 
natural protection. 2) I am totally 
against retro-bolting. 3) I am for 
re-equipping of rotting fixed 
gear but only with less or 

equivalent fixings except where 
it can be climbed without. 
4) I believe in limiting bolts by 
suggesting the proper place for 
them and educating younger 
climbers to see the correct role 
for bolts rather than 'rules' 
about where they can or cannot 
be used. 

Risk, Uncertainty and Fixed 
Protection. 
by Martin Berzins 
This essay is based on my 
presentation to the BMC 
Symposium on bolts, but also 
takes into account points made 
in the ensuing debate. 

In order to debate the role of 
bolts in climbing it is first 
necessary to be aware of what it 
is that distinguishes rock 
climbing from some other 
outdoor activities. Does climbing 
have an extra dimension? The 
answer comes from Heinz 
Mariacher in Mountain 132. 'To 
us climbing was more than a 
sport. It was, above all , a 
confrontation with risk and 
uncertainty'. The extra 
dimension is thus the risk 
involved and the uncertainty 
concerning the outcome. Risk is 
not always what we seek and 
indeed is even legislated against 
by governments. I for one, and 
perhaps most climbers, have felt 
on occasion that the risks are 
not justified."! don 't do the 
dangerous side of climbing any 
more because I feel it is not 
worth it" - Jerry Moffat. This 
desire to avoid risk can either be 
permanent or temporary and 
can even become the prevalent 
climbing mode - "they went on 
drilling until they lost the taste 
for climbing: why dare why 
gamble when you can proceed 
in perfect safety?" - Reinhold 
Messner. 

Complementing risk and 
uncertainty there is an aesthetic 
aspect to climbing. The activity 
is (or has been) primarily an 
outdoor one, pursued often in 
areas of great beauty and 
solitude. A climb is approached, 
ascended and left in more or 
less its original state; hopefully 
as free from in-situ gear as 
possible, in order to retain its 
natural challenge. This challenge 
presents both the risk (will I get 
hurt7) and the uncertainty (can I 
get to the top?). The ideal of 
climbs free from pegs, bolts or 
tape is subverted every time we 
place fixed protection . 
Nevertheless when looking at a 
potential new climb it is clear 
that: "The routes have a 
character of their own, 
independent of who does the 
first ascent" - Johnny Dawes. 
To some extent we choose the 

climbs that appeal to our own 
climbing styles, abilities and 
moods. The effect of fixed 
protection on this natural 

challenge depends largely on 
the type of protection. Nuts, 
pegs and threads all require 
natural features and so their 
placement requires (obviously) 
that these features exist. 
Furthermore the type of crack or 
thread dictates how good this 
protection is. Non-bolt fixed 
protection (used in moderation) 
thus must pay attention to the 
character of a climb. In contrast 
bolt protection removes a 
proportion of this character, 
namely that to do with its risk 
aspect. "There is a vast 
difference between a poorly 
placed knife blade and a bolt. 
Obviously if a bolt is only for 
protection then it is a 
psychological problem. 
Climbing history has already 
shown that problems of this 
type are eventually solved." -
Pete Gomersall Mountain 91. 
The opposite view came from 
Pete more recently: "Gear that is 
fixed should be good" -with the 
idea that good fixed protection 
makes climbs fair for everyone. 
This is a pernicious argument. 
Climbing is not a 'fair' activity. 
Lack of technical ability, strength 
or stamina may all make it 
impossible to do a climb . 
Similarly a lack of commitment 
may rule out serious climbs. 
Technique, strength , stamina 
and commitment are all 
essential to climbing . We do not 
chip buckets to allow less able 
climbers to ascend every climb. 
How then can we countenance 
adding bolts to make bold 
climbs safe enough for the 
timid? 
True commitment involves the 

acceptance of risk. Protection 
(fixed or not) must be inspected 
by the climber, who should then 
judge whether it is safe to 
proceed. This is not the same as 
whether or not the protection is 
safe, unless the intention is to 
weight the protection. The 
guidebook must help in this 
matter by warning of potential 
risks or describing the type or 
location of crucial protection . 
There is nothing wrong in 
waiting until one feels bold 
enough, or even in accepting 
that day will never come. Pegs, 
nuts or bolts will decay but can 
be replaced by more of the same 
if care is taken . Following an on
sight ascent I have twice 
replaced the crucial sling on the 
aptly-named Death Wish at Blue 
Scar. Placing a bolt would have 
transformed an unforgettable 
climb into one more pleasant 
but unmemorable. 
Why then have so many 

climbers turned to placing bolts? 
On limestone there is a global 
race for new routes of incredible 
difficulty which are only found 
on blank crackless walls. Many 
of these limestone walls could 
perhaps never be climbed any 
other way due to the total 
absence of protection and the 
poor rock. I knew this was 
inevitable and wrote a letter to 
Mountain saying so. Once I 
believed that the judicious use 
of bolts could preserve the best 
of both worlds. Now I agree with 
Pat Littlejohn that bolting once 
wholly adopted eats up ALL 
potential new climbs at great 
speed, not just the blankest and 
most friable of walls. Future 
generations are thus acprived of 
potentially bold climbs. It is also 

the case that of the mass of 
climbers who started in the 
seventies and eighties many are 
still active . Some of us however, 
myself included perhaps, are 
suffering from the 'too old to be 
bold' syndrome. There is 
nothing wrong with this except 
for its imposition on others by 
the retro-bolting of previously 
serious climbs. While the 
cautious can always top-rope a 
serious climb it would be stupid 
for those less cautious to ignore 
bolts if danger threatens . At 
Kilnsey Crag, for instance, most 
of the potential lines have now 
been bolted. Almost all the new 
climbs before 1986 have only 
one or two bolts and most could 
have (and some have) been 
climbed without. Some now 
suggest that, instead of doing 
this, extra bolts should be 
added. At Gorda le Scar two of 
the finest cracklines on 
limestone, Cave Route Left and 
Right-Hand with only one bolt 
between them are similarly 
under threat. The alternative is 
the removal of much of the fixed 
protection and the use of 
modern camming devices. 
The uncertainty in climbing lies 

on not knowing whether or not 
we can even get to the top of a 
climb. A ladder of protection 
bolts makes sure we can if only 
on aid. Much is made of the red
point ethic and its ("admirable") 
purity. The reality of red
pointing that I see involves 
months of top-roping, sieging, 
hang dogging or aiding 
preceding the final ascent, on 
which al/the protection is in 
place."Sieging pitches is not 
uncommon but employing the 
technique and extending the 
period over several days is 
another matter. This must be 
classed as aid in the same way 
as pulling on protection" - Pete 
Gomersall . The uncertainty lies 
solely in learning the moves and 
linking them - in many cases it is 
a question of enough time and 
stamina coupled with a low 
boredom threshold . "I do think 
dogging is fundamentally boring 
because I've done two years of 
it" - Johnny Dawes. Perhaps 
there are only flashed or soloed 
ascents or frigged ascents and 
how much frigging is allowed 
depends largely on fashion. 
"Anyone who yo-yos a route 
could easily re-point it" -
Wolfgang Gullich. I too have 
climbed in both red-point or yo
yo style and find that having 
semi-aided to the top of a climb 
and left the quickdraws in it is 
much easier to do the climb as I 
know every move. 

Much more thought-provoking 
are serious climbs on which the 
protection only permits a 
frightening lower, a fall is 
unthinkable, and the moves 
unknown . How different this is 
from the current hang-dog 
situation of "People on routes 
two grades harder than they can 
climb" (Dougie Hall) - the end of 
much of the risk and uncertainty 
in climbing and its transition to a 
less compelling activity. 
What, then, is the way forward? 

I placed bolts where there were 
none until 1988 and even 
replaced two pegs with a bolt on 
Dominatrix. I see the attraction 
of bolting blank walls and have 
enjoyed some of these climbs, 
but feel that bolting must be 
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contained - even on limestone. 
The alternative is the removal of 
past, present and future 
challenges: a process which is 
well underway now. I would like 
to offer three proposals as an 
alternative to this situation: (1) 
Not all climbs have to be safe 
enough for everyone. Do not 
place bolts where none have 
been before. There will always 
be someone who feels strongly 
enough to remove such bolts -
even if it is only me struggling 
up to a crag with a Zimmer 
frame in old age. (2) Replace old 
in-situ gear with more of the 
same type - retain the character 
of the route - or enhance it by an 
ascent with less in-situ gear 
(including the removal of all 
bolts if this is possible). Despite 
the fact that bolt climbs can be 
top-roped repeatedly it has been 
suggested that only ground-up 
bolt-free ascents be allowed. I 
have done boltless ascents in 
this way but feel it is fairer to 
treat such ascents as 'new' 
climbs and allow abseil 
inspections. (3) Respect 
boldness as much as technical 
difficulty. Boldness is part of our 
unique climbing heritage and an 
important part of the buzz of 
climbing. 

Bolts and The B.M.C 
by Pat Littlejohn 
Great to see the BMC involved in 
these issues, finally . There was 
a time 2 or 3 years ago when the 
BMC seemed afraid to enter into 
the controversies, preferring to 
let various climbers battle it out 
in the magazines and on the 
crags. this was a very damaging 
phase as it became a free-for-all 
where bolts were placed in the 
most inappropriate places (for 
example the traditional granite 
crags in Cornwall like Chair 
Ladder and Sennen) and where 
the climbing scene was 
poisoned by animosity and 
rancour, which always flourish 
in situations of anarchy. At one 
time no outside bodies seemed 
to have a view on the issue -
now we have the National Park 
and Nature Conservancy Council 
supporting a bolt-free 
Pembroke, and the Landmark 
Trust, which manages Lundy, 
discouraging the use of bolts 
there. So far the BMC, 
climbing's national body, has 
offered no clear view or 
guidance, so not only is a policy 
statement due, it is perhaps a 
couple of years overdue. 

We have to look at two main 
areas: 1. the effect of bolting on 
the sport; 2. the effect of bolting 
on the environment. 

Climbing in Britain has always 
been about a whole mixture of 
things - the physical challenge 
being matched by an equally 
important mental challenge of 
weighing up risks, conquering 
fear (of falling or exposure) and 
taking responsibility for your 
own safety. In other words, the 
'adventure' element has always 
been present in British climbing, 
and although our cliffs are very 
small when compared to those 
in many parts of the .world, we 
have a unique collection of 
climbs which are respected the 
world over. Standards of 
Adventure climbing (I prefer to 
call it Real Climbing) have risen 
higher with every generation 
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throughout the last century - E7 
6c would have been unthinkable 
ten years ago just as E6 6b 
would have been unthinkable 
ten years before that. It's often 
been a particular line, or a 
particular piece of rock that has 
inspired a jump in real climbing 
standards, a modern example 
being the Indian Face. 

Bolting stops the development 
of real climbing dead in its 
tracks. Where new rock is 
scarce, and it's acutely scarce in 
Britain, a handful of people with 
bolt guns can deprive real 
climbing of a future in a 
frighteningly short period of 
time. It started to happen in 
Pembroke, it has happened to a 
limited extent in parts of the 
South West and probably 
elsewhere in Britain. There is 
nothing new about bolts - they 
have been dabbled with and 
repeatedly rejected by the 
climbing world since the 
Direttisima days of the 1930s -
and thank God they were 
rejected - otherwise Britain 
would have been deprived of 
most of its truly memorable 
climbs, every bit of rock would 
have been equipped years ago 
and there would be no 
worthwhile challenges left for 
us, not to mention future 
climbers. The sport as we know 
it would die, and to get any 
interest into it we might be 
forced to go indoors and 
compete with each other on 
artificial walls made of fibre 
glass! 

I want to make it clear that I am 
not against Sport Climbing per 
se, honest! Like most people 
here I spend part of my time on 
bolted routes and enjoy the safe, 
fluid climbing they offer as well 
as the benefits of self
improvement and fitness (which 
can then be applied to real 
climbing!) What I am against is 
Sport Climbing taking over our 
traditional climbing areas, a 
process I have witnessed over 
the past 6 or 7 years in France 
and Switzerland. There, it's not 
only new routes which have 
been equipped, it's the classic 
,ind historic ones as well, right 
down to the lowest grades. This 
not only obliterates the 
achievement of the first ascent 
party, it obliterates unique 
elements of the climbs - routes 
of great character become bland 
and routine. If I ever thought 
that the Euro-bolting philosophy 
was the true way forward for 
climbing, this convinced me 
otherwise. Certainly it brings us 
higher technical standards, but 
we pay a hell of a price for them. 
Why are easy routes all over 

Europe getting bolted up? 
Because there is a new 
generation of climbers on the 
Continent who have NO IDEA of 
how to protect themselves 
without bolts. Unless someone 
has equipped the piece of rock 
first, they can't climb. This is 
where the environmental aspect 
comes in. It is now virtually 
impossible to visit any crag in 
France and Switzerland without 
being confronted with a 
gleaming array of man-made 
objects - bolts of all shapes and 
sizes, belay chains and the like. 
The cliffs are no longer part of 
the natural environment. They 
are 'climbing sites'. Getting 
away to some little bit of 

'wilderness' has always been an 
important part of climbing for 
me, as I am sure it is for 
thousands of other outdoor 
users, not just climbers. Bolts 
immediately destroy any 
wilderness concept for the 
climber. We should be 
cherishing our natural 
environment, not contributing to 
its demise. Non-bolted cliffs can 
of course be just as bad -
draping coloured tape all over a 
crag is as much personal graffiti 
as painting 'Kilroy was Here' on 
the rock. 
Why do I think real climbing is 

superior and still the right future 
path for mainstream UK 
climbing? Because real climbing 
looks outwards. It gives us the 
right skills and mental attitude to 
climb the worlds greatest cliffs 
and big mountain walls - in time 
wilderness areas like Norway, 
Baffin Island, Patagonia and 
Trango Towers - without leaving 
behind a trail of man-made 
debris. Euro-bolters in these 
places should be shot on sight 
(metaphorically speaking of 
course). By contrast, sport 
climbing is so inward-looking 
it's in danger of disappearing up 
its own backside. We hear of 
people spending a month 
working out 20ft of rock. What's 
the future? A whole year 
working out 2 feet? 

On these two counts therefore, 
the health of the sport and care 
for the environment, I believe 
that the BMC should discourage 
any significant spread of Sport 
Climbing. It has already taken 
over most of Britain's limestone, 
virtually all of North Wales slate, 
and is accepted on quarried rock 
of any type: Our sea cliffs, 
gritstone edges and mountain 
crags should remain venues for 
real climbing. 
This is my view on the central 

question - now for a few 
sideswipes. A certain phrase 
has been bandied about for a 
while - "minimalist bolting". I'd 
like to translate this for you. It 
means, "I only put bolts in 
where I think I need them." 
Minimalist bolting is a greater 
threat to real climbing areas 
than Sport Climbing, which is at 
heart an honest pursuit of a new 
way of climbing with its own 
ethics. The minimalist bolter 
goes for the line which is just a 
bit beyond his ability or 
boldness to climb with natural 
protection, and he subdues it 
with a bolt or two, or three. He 
doesn't leave it (as was good 
style in the past) for a better or 
bolder climber. He doesn't put 
in the time and effort to get 
better himself so that he could 
measure up to the challenge. He 
steals the route before its time 
by bringing it down to his own 
level, and perhaps deprives real 
climbing of its next advance. 
The whole point of real climbing 
is that the rock dictates the level 
of risk, not the climber. Each 
climb throws down a gauntlet 
which you can pick up or not, as 
you choose. If you don't want to 
take that risk, fine, nobody's 
forcing you. I may never lead 
such a bold route as The Indian 
Face, but I'm glad Johnny 
Dawes did it and not some 
'm inimalist bolter'. What I'm 
saying is that bolts and real 
climbing don't mix, and the 
minimalist bolting philosophy is 

a recipe for future controversy 
and bitterness, exactly what this 
Symposium seeks to avoid. We 
must have an absolutely clear 
demarcation between where 
bolts are acceptable and where 
they are not, and this has to 
come from a consensus of real 
climbers. I believe the BMC took 
such consensus in Cornwall last 
autumn, and the result was 36:1 
in favour of a bolt-free code for 
the Cornish sea cliffs. If I'd been 
there it would have been 37:1 . 

Some areas seem to have it 
sorted out - North Wales for 
example where the Ormes and 
the slate provide hundreds of 
bolted routes while Gogarth and 
the mountain crags give some of 
the best real climbing in Britain. 
Gritstone and limestone is 
another clear demarcation, 
though whether all limestone 
should be bolted and whether 
gritstone quarries are fair game 
should be fiercely questioned. 
Other areas are going to take 

more wrangling, negotiation and 
diplomacy to sort out, but I'm 
sure that the present BMC, with 
our help, is up to the task. If we 
fail, controversy and 
recriminations will continue to 
blight the climbing scene. If we 
succeed, British climbing can 
look forward to a healthier and 
more harmonious future. 

A Place For Bolts 
by Randy Leavitt 
I believe the British have made 
sense out of the bolting issue, 
and I subscribe to their logic. 
The British question the 
existence of bolts in a variety of 
circumstances, while the 
Americans don't so much 
question the existence of bolts, 
rather how they got there in the 
first place (i.e. lead vs rappel). 
To me, a bolt is a bolt, 
regardless of whether or not it 
was placed on lead (as in 
American traditional climbing) 
or rappel (Sport Climbing 
approach). 
The Gritstone edges and 

Yorkshire lir:iestone areas of 
Britain exemplify my perception 
of the bolting issue in the U.K; 
the emphasis being areas with a 
history of no bolts vs areas that 
have been bolted. It is not my 
place to make a judgement or 
suggestion for the policy of a 
country where I am not active it 
may be appropriate to keep 
some areas completely free of 
bolting; however I see no 
inherent evil in bolts. 

Boldness and natural 
protection are a part of climbing 
that I have been proud to be 
involved with. However the next 
generation is here. The new 
rock climbers want sport 
oriented routes where protection 
is fixed, and the emphasis is on 
movement and difficulty. Bolts 
and Red pointing serve to equal 
out the rules for all who are 
climbing in this new arena. I 
look back on the rich history of. 
climbing that I have been lucky 
to participate in and I have my 
choice of two diverging paths: 
natural and bolted routes. I 
enjoy both type of routes and I 
don't feel that the choice of one 
path precludes the other. I can 
always participate in both . 

For good or evil, most climbers 
will choose the bolted path. I 



know I am right in this. Bolts 
have opened up some of the 
best rock climbing possible. 
Those who oppose bolts should 
take a hard look at.their motives 
for such. Too often I see the 
tendency of climbers of the past 
try and to hold onto something 
they thought they had, that is 
being taken away by younger, 
"better" climbers. By restricting 
the style and means of the next 
generation, you cannot maintain 
a veil of past accomplishment. 
Climbing is moving forward, and 
those who cannot embrace this 
will forever be holding onto their 
illusions. 

No Place for Bolts 
by Mark Wilford 
It has now been a few years 
since the initial blight of rap 
placed bolts was sprayed across 
the U.S. Being a native 
Coloradan it hit me especially 
hard when the traditional 
bastion of Eldorado was first 
raped by up and coming 
climbers bent on catching up 
with the French at any expense. 
The ethics and traditions which 
had built a world renowned 
reputation of bold and clean 
climbing for Eldorado were 
slaughtered and devoured by 
the empty egos of the new age 
in short order. 

Climbers who had followed the 
ground up ideals to establish the 
mental and physical 
masterpieces of the 60's, 70's 
and 80's were ridiculed and 
dismissed. Objections from the 
traditionalist were muted by the 
claims of new routes and higher 
grades. The U.S. climbing press 
nearly lost a stride as it, too, 
proclaimed the new sensations 
and set to propping up and 
legitimising the genocide of 
climbing's own foundation. 

The few who took their defense 
of tradition future than the pen 
and paper were chastised and, 
at times, physically beaten. 
There was to be no ear to the 
pleas for a sanctuary for both 
the rock walls and traditional 
climbing. No exceptions as 
there were no rules. The only 
limitation faced by the impatient 
youth was time itself. The 
cautionary pace of traditional 
progress and evolution was 
unacceptable to the fast food 
mentality of the generic public 
who had embraced massive rap 
bolting. The concepts of getting 
better and coming back or 
leaving a route for future 
generations were lost in the 
much of hangdogging, chipping 
and glued on holds. 

So, how to bring the rock and 
its impossibilities to its knees 
quickest? Brrring in the 
powerdrill. The Bosch/Hilti 
mechanisation movement was a 
crushing blow to traditional 
climbing. The time consuming 
manual butchering of crags 
could now be done in a matter 
of minutes. The exploration and 
development of a cliff that may 
have taken traditionalists 
decades or more to accomplish 
and enjoy could now be 
terminated in a few days or a 
week, depending on what size, 
5ft or 6ft bolted grid pattern 
used. 
And so the bolting frenzy 

quickened. Everyone and their 
brother was putting down a new 

, route. And what if an old 
fashioned crack was 
encountered? Bolt it for God's 
sake. No need for nuts or cams -
bolt it. 

Leading a route no longer 
required the mental/physical 
skills of risk calculation, 
downclimbing, resting (without 
weighting a rope) or gear 
placement. Adventure and 
survival no longer described 
rockclimbing. Leading had been 
sanitized, urbanized, 
commonized and trivialized. 
5.12 was accessible to everyone. 
There was no need to spend 
years developing the experience 
and techniques necessary to 
preserve oneself in the face of a 
thinly protected route. Simply 
bolt it, chip it, dog it and call it 
5.13. 
Just as the skills required to 

carry traditional climbing into 
the future vanish so, too, do the 
walls to practice these skills on. 
With more cliffs being devoured 
by the bolting/chipping 
machines, traditional climbing is 
pushed further and further 
towards extinction. Even the 
alpine big walls of Colorado are 
no longer safe from the lusting 
rap bolters. 
The mindless bolting rampages 

have not gone unnoticed outside 
of the climbing circle either. 
Recent bolting bans by various 
government agencies show the 
dismay for the disregard of our 
resources. It is a sorry message 
that implies climbers can't 
manage and care for what 
should be their most prized 
possession - the rock. 

If matters continue as they are 
we will lose much more than 
imposing rock walls for the 
future. The feats and tales that 
tell of necky climbers, long 
runouts, threaded runners, 
whipper falls and close calls -
the soul of climbing, will be lost 
as well. 

Vandals in The Temple 
by Royal Robbins 
"Getting to the top is nothing. 
The way you do it is everything." 
(Geoffrey Winthrop-You ng) 
. . . Let me state the matter 
plainly - we are talking about the 
death of American rock 
climbing . .. 
... Even the British, usually so 
dauntless in these matters, 
quickly caved in to the cult of 
higher numbers (in terms of 
difficulty) at any cost. 
... These people (rap bolters), at 
the extreme, totally reject the 
history of mountaineering and 
rock climbing and the values 
that have guided both. 
... It also directly steals from 
gifted climbers of the future who 
would approach these climbs 
with the time honoured 
characteristics of skill, courage, 
self-discipline, and keen 
judgement - in a word, mastery. 
... And what about the Sa lathe 
Wall? How the rap-bolters must 
be salivating over that one! The 
Sa lathe has of course already 
been done all free in magnificent 
style by Paul Piana and Todd 
Skinner. The remarkable thing 
about their ascent is they didn't 
add bolts to bring the Salathe 
down to their level. They met 
the Salathe on its own terms 
and opened a door to new levels 
of achievement in modern rock 

French climbers have placed bolts wholesale even where natural 
protection can be arranged. Alain Ghersen on Lune de Miel (Ba), 
Arete des Cosmiques. Photo: Rene Robert from Vertical calendar. 

climbing. But why go through 
all of that anguish, and self
discipline, and mastery when a 
bolt every six feet can turn the 
Salathe into the world's greatest 
sport climb? Another element of 
sport climbing involves climbing 
up to a bolt and resting on it, 
climbing to the next bolt and 
doing the same, etc. One can 
imagine teams of Eurostylists 
hangdogging their way up the 
Salathe. Once again, why not? 
And if short sections are too 
hard, just chip the necessary 
hold to render them possible. 
Why should any climber be 
denied the Sa lathe just because 
it's too hard? After all, what's 
the difference between chipping 
a hold and placing a bolt? They 
both alter the rock. We had 
better have our answers to they 
"why not's?" 
... It might seem, from my 
above remarks, that I am against 
sport climbing. I'm not. I've 
done some on an otherwise 
worthless crag in Italy and 
greatly enjoyed it. Sport 
climbing has its good points. 
For one thing, it is a delightful 
alternative for those who don't 
want to face the rigours of the 
sharp end. In terms of sport 

climbing and rap-bolting, it is 
not a question of whether but of 
where. Until the recent 
unpleasantness, the climbing 
community in each climbing 
area did a pretty good job of 
setting and maintaining 
standards through consensus 
and peer pressure. In Yosemite 
this method of setting climbing 
ethics for an area has collapsed 
because those who would 
introduce garbage methods into 
the Park have placed themselves 
outside the climbing community 
there. You can't have a 
consensus without sharing 
some of the same values. The 
rap-bolters simply reject the 
values of the climbing 
community. To them, the way 
you do it means nothing. 
... And, absent a consensus of 
the climbing community, any 
bolt placed into the rock has no 
more right to remain in place 
than graffitti. It should be 
viewed as obscene and treated 
so. 
... Blank rock is a resource to be 
conserved like any other. 
Yosemite is the last citadel of 
traditional climbing values and 
adventure in pure rock climbing. 
Let's hold the fort. 
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Sporting 

As the tide of sport climbing washes around the feet of major cliffs throughout the climbing world, 
climbers must strive to prevent what some see as a current of fresh incentive from becoming a 
polluting slick. Perhaps with a sensitive yet rigorous approach to local rock environment and ethics 
the damage done to real climbing can be limited and some areas can live with sport climbing. 
Squamish Chief on the Pacific coast of Canada is a case in point. Larry Kemp reviews recent 
developments on these important crags. 
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Eurostyle Comes to Squamish 
It's been years since the outside world has heard 

from Squamish , which is a shame since it i; one 
of the premier grani te areas anywhere. In a 
climate where face climbs have taken the limelight 
from crack climbs, where bolts are proliferating 
and athletics have replaced adventure; it seems 
that the world has naively ignored granite. While 
the world has assumed that '·modern" climbmg 
only takes place on soft rock, Squamish climbers 
have been quietly taking the 110ui·eau style of 
extreme climbing and applying it to their local 
set of crags. The result has been a significant nse 
in standards, and a set of new dimensions in types 
and styles of cltmbs. The tradnionally respected 
Squamish Chief, with its spectacular multipitch 
crack. climbs, now sports several long face routes 
and the 11011, ·eau Petrifying Wall has seen not 
only more extreme face climbs, but harder ones. 

With over nine hundred routes , Squamish is 
perhaps the major rock climbing area on the west 
coast of Canada . The changeover in style, tactics. 
and the like is significant. Unlike many other 
North American areas. Squamish has both wall 
style climbs and short crag climbs, most of which 
were initially investigated by following crack 
lines. At least one change has been the seeking 
out of face routes. This has been a positive, in that 
faces stay naturally cleaner than cracks, so new 
route creation is somewhat easier. At this stage 
of the game, unclimbed faces arc more plentiful 
than unclimbed cracks. And of course another 
change has been the arrival of sport climbs and 
sport climbers. 

Jim Sandford and The Petrifying Wall 
Most of the world knows Squamish as the home 

of Pe ter Croft. who seem ed to get more 
recognition for hi s accomplishments in Californi a 
than for hi s many Squamish feats. Thi s is an 
irony. and perhaps a medi a bias. Peter has since 
moved away from Squamish. and now resides 
down south . Today's Squamish sensation would 
have to be Jim Sandford, who seems to be Peter's 

Left: Jim Sa11dford. leadi11g activist at 
Squamish, 011 his steep arete creation 
Eurasian Eyes (5. 13h) at 8111/etheads. 
Right: Rohin B11dd 011 Malamute classic 
Crescent Crack (5. /0cl). 
All photos: Larn· Kemp. 











Opposite Page Left: Andrew Kruege1' 011 his redpoinl ascent_ ri Flingus Cling (5.12h) at the 
Petrifving Wall. Photo: Larry Kemp. 

complement. Like Peter, Jim has travelled to 
climbing areas around the world. But Jim ' s 
perspective is face routes , in the style of climbs 
at Smith Rock and Buoux. Jim is focussed on 
high standard climbing; and Squamish projects 
bring out the best in him. 
It was Sandford who brought the 5.13 face rating 
to Squamish. To date only one other local, Keith 
Reid, has either first or even second ascented a 
5. I 3 Squamish face route. Jim searches out the 
steep faces. His 5.13b Eurasian Eyes on the 
Bulletheads climbs a leaning and constant-ly 
overhanging arete for twenty-five meters. He 
spotted the arete as he was working out the face 
to its left, an overhanging face with a straight on 
edge 5. I 2ccrux entitled Foreign Affair. His 5. I 3a 
Presto at Nightmare rock climbs an overhanging 
outsidecomerforeighteen metres. Only Eurasian 
Eyes has seen a repeat ascent. 
Jim's favourite area is the Petrifying Wall, the 

home of the original extreme face routes in 
Squamish. The Pet, as it is often called, is the new 
centre of attention for visitors. Its face holds and 
fixed protection more closely match the European 
style of climbing; and there ·are enough world 
class routes to keep even the best climbers busy. 
The past two years have seen nine new 
routes added to the Pet, with Jim Sandford being 
responsible for six of them. His 5.12d Rocket and 
5.12c Animal have been two of the more popular 
of the bunch, adding to the already popular 5.12b 
Flingus Cling at the upper area of the wall. Jim 
would have gotten Run For Cm·er, but for his 
reach or lack of it; he handed that one over to 
Scott Cosgrove for the first 5.13 route at the Pet. 
Jim ' s most recent route is Second Nature, a 
slippery 5.12d/5.13a problem that surmounts the 
bulges just right of Barraka . 

Sandford hasn ' t been alone in the creation of 
extreme face routes. Long term resident Perry 
Beckham worked out the 5.12d Mata Hari on the 
Pet and local Keith Reid climbed the tourist ' s 
delight, a continuously overhanging face right 
on the highway opposite the Petrifying Wall/ 
Browning Lake parking lot. Keith named the 
route \lultures Circling , (5.13a). On the second 
ascent Sandford broke a hold off of the crux, 
most likely upgrading the route. This ain ' t no 
beginner area! 
Other areas have seen new face climbs too. The 

Malamute, a traditional area featuring perfect 
crack climbs like Cresce/1/ Crack and Clean 
Crack, received new face routes. Right of the left 
facing Caboose corner, is the 5. 12b face of Last 
Train to Hicksl'ille; a Perry Beckham invention 
and on the far left, just as you enter the area, is 
/111-ertigo, a 5.11 c from Lyle Knight and David 
Myers. 

Retrobolting Comes to Squamish 
There has been a rethinking of protection 

schemes, especially at the Petrifying Wall; the 
result being what one climber refers to as 
"mass production" routes. Replacement of fixed 
pitons by bolts is one controversial change, in 
part motivated by Perry Beckham ' s thirty foot 
fall resulting from a fixed piton at the top of the 
Barraka sheering off. Another less defendablc 
change has been the liberal placement of bolts 

period , including on some existing routes. The 
well known Burning Down the Couch had three 
bolts added, eliminating the requirement for 
questionable natural protection at the crux. And 
the moderately difficult but seldom previously 
attempted No Name Road was retrobolted from 
its original three bolts and two pitons to nine 
bolts . In both cases the retrobolting was done by 
the first ascentionist. / Which makes it alright 1 -

Ec/.]This trend will be seen as objectionable by 
many, but never fear (or never stop fearing) for 
happily the Nei •erCrv Wal/area and the Horrors 
ol fran Wall still have plenty of hair raising 
routes intact and there are still no bolts on 
Petrifying Wall 'sclassicDeac/011Arril'CII, in spite 
of a forty-foot plus and near ground fall by 
Lindsey Eltis. 

Big Wall Climbing 
Wall climbing on the grand scale is popular on 

the Squamish Chief; a two thousand foot high 
formation that resides within the Squamish city 
limits. The Chief is the home of the Grand Wall, 
one of the most popular wall climbs in North 
America and deservedly so. It is the home of the 
Unil'ersity Wall; a climb that even without its 
5.13b direct second pitch is consistently a full 
numerical grade more di fficu It than the celebrated 
Astroman in Yosemite, and longer at that. And 
there are the north walls of the Chief, where 
Northern Lights falls into the same category as 
the U11i1-ersity Wall. Here also is The Daily 
Plc111e1 , a four pitch route starting with perhaps 
the most dramatic sweeping crack system in all 
of Squamish. 

There have been new developments on the 
Chief, and once again, they are face or mixed 
face and crack routes. Certainly the most elegant 
would beCerherus. a new three pitch 5.11 d route 
off taking -off of the right side of the Tantalus 
ledge. Joined together with the lower four pitches 
of the Ta111alus route, the new route became the 
first on the Tantalus Wall to receive a continuous 
free ascent. Cerberus was a creation of Randy 
Atkinson and Dean Hart. 
A year later Randy and Dean got together with 

Lindsey El tis and Ian Jones to make a free ascent 
of Freeway ; a climb sporting fourteen short 
pitches ranging up to 5.1 Id. The 5.1 Id crux 
occurs on only one pitch; and it can be avoided if 
desired. The rest of the pitches are in the 5.10 
through easy 5.11 range; making Freeway a long 
route that is accessible to many people. 

On the central section of the Chief, Hamish 
Fraser, Peder Aurom and Mark Gandy put up a 
four pitch 5.12b face route that intersects Ten 
Years Ajier and joins the Sword ol Damocles 
pitch oft he Gremel Wall. This climb-Genius Loci 
was bolted on lead. 
You might get the impression that crack climbs 

are passe at Squamish. Actually, it's hardly the 
case: the fine classic cracks still get plenty of 
ascents, and a few new ones have been done. 
Perry Beckham and Josh Korman rappelled off 
the top of the Middle Summit of the Chief to 
discover High Plains Drifier, a 5.1 Od handcrack. 
Perry claims, "Its the best hand crack in the 
universe." And at the Smoke Bluffs, Jim's wife 
Jola Sanford freed Digital Dexterity, a 5.12c thin 

crack right of Litrle Feat. 

Resource Development and Problems for 
Climbers 
The town ofSquamish itself is also going through 
its set of changes. Just to the north are the 
combined Whistler and Blackcomb ski areas, 
which for the past two years have been rated by 
the American publication SKI magazine as being 
in the top two areas oft he North America. And to 
the south of Squamish is the city of Vancouver 
which has seen an recent inOux of Hong Kong 
immigrants and lots of money. Already high real 
estate prices in Vancouver more than doubled, 
making Squamish attractive for people willing to 
commute. A four lane highway is planned 
between Vancouver and Whistler-Blackcomb, 
going straight throughSquamish. And more than 
a few new businesses have started up in Squamish 
to cater for the resort crowd. 
Squamish climbers started seeing effects three 

years ago, when a landowner I iterally dynamited 
one of the climbs at Smoke Bluffs so that he 
could get a tractor in to work on his property. 
More recently land for a condominium 
development has been sold right in the middle of 
the Smoke Bluffs crags. This area has 
predominantly easier climbs; consequently it 
caters to the largest population of climbers. I 
can't imagine living where climbers would be 
constantly traipsing through , but there seems to 
be a market. To build the development, the 
climber parking lot was destroyed, together with 
the narrow road into the parking lot. 

In response the local climbers banded together 
to form the Squamish Rocke limbers Association 
(SRA). SRA is a lobbyist group. not a bureaucracy 
or club. Through fund raising and cooperative 
efforts, the SRA has taken action , most 
importantly starting a rapport between the 
climbing community and the city council. 

The SRA claims that Squamish is a well 
recognized destination rock climbing area: 
visiting climbers have a positive impact on local 
businesses. The presence of visitors is undeniable; 
during the summer months. American license 
plates consistently outnumber Canadian at the 
climber parking lots. Local government seems to 
look very positively on the SRA: and many local 
businesses 
welcome climbers. There is hope that the 
Squamish ' s most popular climbing area , the 
Smoke Bluffs, will be declared a park in the near 
future. 

So, what has happened to Squamish climbing? 
What once was an area of wall climbing goals 
and short warm up climbs has been turned into an 
area with lots on offer. Diversity is the word 
which probably describes it best. The place with 
someofthe best crack climbing in North America 
now has a complement of world class face routes. 
The Chief, which has some of the most continuous 
and spectacular wall routes, has more routes. 
some hard and some moderate. Squamish seems 
to bave something to offer every serious climber, 
and more than a few seem to have found that out. 
There's still plenty of room and plenty of scope 
in spite of the large number of climbers that show 
up each summer. 
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Above: Manolo 011 Ultimo Movimento (rih) a11d Right 011 Appigli Ridicolo (Rc)al To1oga. Pho!os: B. Zano//a a11d N. Si111io11. 

A Profile by Andrea Gobetti 

Translated by Alan Heppenstall 

Ten years ago the name Manolo began to be 
heard in Italian climbing circles. It was the time 
when free climbing was expanding fast: the map 
of Italy was dotted with the names of mythical 
beings, who popped up here and there like 
dragons, magicians and flying monsters. It was a 
time of uncertainty and mystique, when no one 
was quite sure how difficult the f)roblcms really 
were which the new rock climbers were 
overcoming. Many thought that these 
'youngsters· were incapable of running risks and 
therefore could not enter seriously as contenders 
in the story of mountaineering. At that time the 
distinction between mountaineering and rock 
climbing was what kept the printing presses 
rolling and revolved mainly around what was the 
maximum acceptable walking distance to reach 
a crag. An important event of those years was'the 
conversion from the world of big wall climbing 
to that of outcrops of a mountaineer who was 
widely recognised as one of the best: Alessandro 
Gogna. It was he who had begun to open up the 
debate on the painful side of mountaineering: the 
need to have death climbing up alongside you in 
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orclertoenjoy yourself: the monotony and cultural 
isolation which sullied the activities _of rock 
climbers: the necessity to gloat over their own 
discomfort. and the total absence of female 
company-all these were accepted as the inevitable 
outcome of their chosen pastime by the male 
supremos of the world of rock. It was reflections 
such as these. pondered over at leisure during 
routes like the first solo ascent of the Walker 
Spur and the first ascent of the Zmutt Nose on the 
Matterhorn. that gave rise to his book U11 
Alpi11is1110 di Ricerrn. This book is easy to read 
and runs like a funeral dirge in praise ofa world 
and a part of the authorhimselfwhich. ironically. 
he felt to be dear to him. But Gognacloes not limit 
himself to watching over the demise of painful 
climbing. Infused by a spirit of innovation. he 
gathers together around his mobile camper a 
multi-coloured band of young up-and -coming 
climbers. with whom he sets out on journey~ to 
discover the warm cliffs of the Mediterranean. 
Two books emerged from the experiences gleaned 
on these trips: Cc1110 e 0110 Nuol'i Ma11i11i and 
Me::ogiomo di Pietra. Not only did they result 

in magnificent new areas being opened up. such 
as the cliffs of Sardinia. but there were also born 
within this group of youngsters much of the 
ideology and action which was to characterise 
Italian climbing in the years which followed. We 
find traces of a pure Californian ethic. strong on 
the use of nuts. which was to disappear soon after 
(Bonelli and Marantonio): we find Yoga being 
used to exercise control over the body on rock 
(Ivan Guerini): we find a new urge for training 
and for the competitions which are so much 
admired by the public (Marco Bernardi): and last 
but not least we find Him. the strange gift which 
the gods have bestowed on us men to ensure that 
we never become too big for our boots: Manolo. 

Manolo came from the cradle of classical 
mountaineeri,1g. the Dolomites. The rocky towers 
of the Pale di San Martino had often seen him , as 
a youngster. without a rope , following their lines 
of weakness. On clays when Manolo ·s friends 
would be hunched over their books. the town of 
Feltre would have all its corners. arches. roofs 
and cornices systematically explored. In a tow.n 
which is silllated so near to the mountains. the 





" .. . it's not a time for dreams, it's a time for competitions. The dreams must be 
laid before the public in order to be judged by them. There are strictly defined 
corridors to make sure the dreams can't escape." 

absurdity of modern life need not be a nightmare 
to be borne at all costs but can be discarded in 
favour of a lifestyle founded on the woods and 
mountains. From then on Manolo became a rock 
climber as a means of rebellion: disillusioned by 
the way in which town life picked on his learning 
intellect and tried to mould it into something 
alien, he developed the Intellect of Movement as 
a tolerable alternative to the farce of institutional 
conformity."The Intellect of Movement is to do 
with knowing what you are doing," Manolo was 
to say to me years later. "Knowing it in your 
body: learning to move with precision. without 
wasting energy; knowing how to put together 
rapidly series of movements; recognising 
positions of equilibrium as dictated by available 
holds; anticipating in the mind the following 
moves: remembering days later how a particular 
section of a climb was done. This is a form of 

Andrea Gohetti. Photo: Claude Remy. 

About the Author: Andrea Go,betti is a larger 
than life character very much in the mould of the 
late Al Harris. Born in 1952, his original passion 
was caving, and he became one of the leading 
Italian cavers during the sixties. By the early 
seventies he was thoroughly immersed in the 
milieu of climbing, soon gaining a reputation as 
a non-conformist and was a contemporary of the 
new wave of climbers which included Gian Piero 
Miotti, Gian Carlo Grassi and Ugo Manera. 
He is now a writer: his style is completely 

unique(when read in the original version), sharp, 
witty and extravagant. So it's essential to read 
Rivista de/la Montagna and particularly the 
Special Roe section that Gobetti edits. He lives in 
splendid isolation near Lucca, within sight of the 
Leaning Tower of Pisa. 
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intellect which nature gives us, like the ability to 
write, and some have it more than others, but if 
you don ' t take positive steps to develop it you 
won't ever know you have it. And the Intellect of 
Movement is best developed where you need it 
most - on difficult rock." 
The advent of•'free" climbing, i.e. the rejection 

of points of aid, could not do otherwise than 
enhance his attitudes to the art of movement. His 
free ascents of some of the great classic Dolomite 
routes , such as the Carlesso on Torre Trieste. 
provided a certificate of competence. But the 
wind of innovation demanded that Manolo should 
create a crag of his own on which to express his 
art."It was 1978" recounts Manolo, "a strange 
summer: certainly I was not in training, but then 
nobody used to train in those days like they do 
today. Generally people used to spend days on 
the crags and nights in the pub. At the end of that 
summer I wanted to go and have a look at the 
Verdon, about which I had heard so much. Bruna 
and I left our daughter Manuela with her granny 
and loaded down our Renault 4 with a couple oI 
warriors of medieval fame, Mad Gigi and lcaro. 
We arrived in the Verdon: it was raining and we 
didn't know where to go. We stopped the car in 
a parking place, and suddenly there appeared 
from nowhereacharacterdressed in rock climbing 
gear, who tied his rope totherailingand proceeded 
to bring up his companion. We asked him where 
the climbing was and he kindly explained 
everything, the position of the routes and the 
abseil points. It was Patrick Berhault. The day 
after I met Pschitt, who watched us set off without 
etriers on Ma11go11s1i11e Srnrophage. In those days 
most people used them on that route, and he 
thought at first that I was a nutcase, then he 
couldn't believe his eyes because I started missing 
out pegs without clipping into them. In fact I 
hadn't got that many tie-offs , because I was used 
to the Pale di San Martino where there are only 
two or three per pitch . As for bolts, I had hardly 
seen them at that stage. though they did appear 
better to me than old-style pitons. We must have 
seemed pretty crazy: my •·warriors•· kept lobbing 
off. and once when I fell they let me go for 30 
metres before they stopped me. Pschitt asked me 
if I was well known in Italian circles, but I told 
him I didn't have much todo with other climbers. 
Next I did Piche11ih11le, and after this 
introduction I decided I had seen enough to be 
able to go back to my own country and attempt 
some of the smooth walls I had seen at Fiera di 
Primiero, not far from my home. So Totoga was 
born, and we put up the first route, Lucenola 
Schi:ofi·enirn, less than a month later." 

From then on Manolo was to remain faithful 
year after year to Totoga , a cliff which has tended 
to be ignored by the Italian elite, due either to 
lack of knowledge or to fear. He continued to 
embellish it with ~new creations until he stamped 
his authority decisively by putting up the first 8bs 
and by soloing routes such as Trimurri (7b) on 
which a number of experienced climbers have 
failed to leave the ground. With the passing of the 
·sos the routes on Totoga became continuously 
more difficult. Manolo got to know Heinz 
Mariacher and began to use the magic boots 
designed by him. A group was formed consisting 

of Manolo, Luisa Jovane, Roberto Bass i and 
Bruno Pederiva, and together they set about 
climbing intensively on the cliffs of Valle del 
Sare a (Arco) and of Lake Gard a (Torbole and the 
Spiaggia delle Lucertole - the Beach of the 
Lizards). The excessive consumption of alcohol 
and tobacco was banned, and was replaced by 
rigorous training, diet and stretching exercises. 
The contortions and dynamic moves which were 
perfected in this way resulted in standards· of 
difficulty which were totally unforeseen by the 
composers of graded lists. But our heroes were 
way ahead of the people who invented the grades. 
Descending from the top, Manolo wrote on the 
hold less walls of the Spiaggia de lie Lucertole the 
words: "Don't follow me, 1'111 lost." 
People did follow him, though, and they became 

lost too at the point where the game started to 
merge into nightmare, a nightmare involving the 
laws of the market place, fixed diary dates , entry 
into the arena, a vocabulary containing words 
like "conquest". The scent of money in the air 
dispersed his friends; days spent in the search for 
the smallest hold in the world took on more of an 
ambivalent flavour."Sometimes Heinz and I 
would spend whole days climbing, hour after 
hour trying to reach a hold perhaps two metres 
higher than the last one, and when we got there 
we would find it was so small that it cut our 
fingers. We would spend the whole day talking 
about the same thing, without ever becoming 
bored. Sometimes we wondered if we were going 
mad. I am certain that any normal person listening 
to us would have thought so. But, you see, this is 
where I move into my dream world. You know 
how it is with dreams') In the real world you can 
talk about one thing at a time with one person at 
a time. In a dream you can enter a relationship 
with everything and everyone. all at the same 
time. When I climb continuously it is as though 
I move intoadream. It 's fun! Everything becomes 
possible in a dream.' ' But it's not a time for 
dreams. it's a time for competitions. The dreams 
must be laid before the public in order to be 
judged by them. There are strictly defined 
corridors to make sure the dreams can ·1 escape. 
The sponsors are demanding the presence of the 
knight errant to throw himself against the walls 
of Bardonecchia. The climbers discover that 
they have a nationality, and the Italians discover 
that they have been so preoccupied with 
organising the first competitions in the West that 
they have overlooked the small matterof winning 
them , or even of putting in a reasonable 
performance. Only Manolo can save his country. 
He hasn ' t signed any Petitions of the I 9, or even 
of the 190, he is alone with his conscience in 
deciding against. Eventually he strikes a bargain 
with Cassin in which he agrees to compete in 
return for his presence alongside him , as a juror 
for the competitions. On his return from 
Bardonecchia Manolo was by no means 
convinced. As he said soon aftcr:"Too many 
heads make for too many ideas. Bardonecchia 
had quite an effect on me. I feel there is some 
benefit in climbing competitions, which give 
people an instant insight into how climbers 
perform, and the varying levels of performance. 
They are certainly an advantage for people wlfo 



Right: Manolo on O Ce L'Hai O Ne'Hai 
Besogno (8b+) al Taloga. Pholo: N. Simian. 

are forced to or choose to make a living from 
climbing. But I was upset by the way in which 
non-climbers were given the right to judge. It is 
wrong that climbing should end up in the hands 
of the media, and I feel it should be regulated by 
climbers themselves . It really irks me to be asked 
if, in my opinion, Berhault or Edlinger is the 
better climber. We are all climbers. It 's not like 
a game of bowls, in which someone has to be 
best! Sometimes people imagine that if you don't 
make public what you are thinking you will lose 
out, but in reality this is perfectly healthy and 
normal. Rock climbing will never be the most 
poetic form of mountaineering , but it will 
undoubtedly be the most artistic." 
However, as history teaches us , when pickings 

are rich for the combatants, times are hard for the 
artists. The exploration of Totoga and the 
development of the Intellect of Movement 
became, for Manolo, a means of escape from the 
world which was now beginning to form around 
him. A world which had now become alien to 
him, because it was moving ever nearer to the 
mundane existence of the town, with its useless, 
transient victories and defeats, from which he 
had escaped to the hills. There followed a series 
of difficult years. A combination of misfortunes, 
in particular tendon troubles, lay heavily on him . 
People watched him , hoping he would fall and 
come down to earth with a bang, like a magnet 
struck with a piece of wood. During occasional 
bursts of good health top level performances still 
emerged, such as Maratone/a (8b+) on Totoga, 
the exploration of a new crag in !stria whose 
wonders will in due course be revealed, and days 
offireat Yerdon. Unfortunately forthechronicler 
of such events, it is Manolo who decides how and 
when to talk about his deeds, ideas and ambitions. 
In practice this happens quite rarely, and the 
crisis brought about by the fan club attitudes 
which are hitting climbing requires a measured 
response, which Manolo is just weighing up at 
the present time. 
Last time we met, Manolo talked about providing 

training for young people. the use of plastic holds 
to transform public places in towns and cit ies 
into climbing grounds, a theatre to put across 
climbing philosophy, and, most interesting of 
all, ta!<ing outcrop techniques and the standards 
of difficulty attained there back into the 
mountains. This idea is contrary to present day 
philosophy, which is tending to set the climber 
more on the solid base of the athlete and to weave 
a fabric of social acceptability around him. It is 
an idea which would threaten the repugnant 
atmosphere of climbing competitions. in the 
same way that rock shoes trampled on the painful 
mountaineering style of the past. Above al I it is 
an idea with a taste of the impossible about it, 
which should be enough to satisfy a real knight 
errant! 
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FIVE DAYS ONE EASTER 
by Robert Durran and Brendan Murphy 

August 1988 

Brendan: The bearded guru sat forlornly in a 
corner of the Verdon campsite. I had finally 
persuaded him to abandon his Chamonix hovel 
due to the persistent bad weather. but he was 
clearly yearning for his beloved mountains. He 
consoled himself with yet another croissant and, 
seemingly oblivious to the glorious sunshine, he 
returned to his Alpine library. 

Robert was not inspired by the French rock 
climbing scene - high on bolts but low on 
character. He has a healthy appetite for advenrure 
befitting an Alpine connoisseur, and his 
experience with "sports climbing" had left him 
sadly disappointed. His preferred sport was to 
wander through the campsite laughing at the 
lycra and taunting the anorexics; his breakfasts 
lasted well into the afternoon. much to the envy 
of the lettuce-munching weirdos. 
Robert: The Harlin Route on !he Eiger would he 
a goad lick - cer1ai11lr s11.fjicie111 10 he ahle to 
re1ire in style. Easler would he a good lime of' 
year - plenty qf' ice and rela1irely ji-ee from 
s/onefall - surely wcJrlh a look ifa partner could 
he req11isi1io11ed. 
Brendan seemed 1he ideal 1'icti111. Adequately 
11afre in Alpine mailers hut i11fi1riati11gl_,, cool 011 
a serious cr11.r. he had. howerer , heg1111 to display 
the 1e/!-1C1!e signs of a closet rock athlete: a p11l/-
11p har, thinly disguised as a towel rail, had 
recent!_,, appeared in his hathroom and 1·isits 10 
the gym had heen rather too strenuously denied. 
A lillle light therapy was definite!_,, in order. 

March, 1989 
Brendan: Laden with enough food to ,iege 
every route on the face, we sped across France. 
The bravado had worn a little thin by now ; we 
had only two weeks holiday, and the chances of 
doing anything except spend a large amount of 
money seemed fairly remote. Even so, Robert 
saw it as an excellent excuse to avoid the annual 
pilgrimage to Pembroke, and we pressed on in 
the knowledge that at least we wouldn't go 
hungry. 

Base camp was on a hairpin bend just outside 
Grindelwald. We arrived at night , totally 
exhausted from the drive, and crashed out on the 
first piece of grass we could find. Next morning, 
we were roused by the sound of coaches and 
trains passing in full view of our bivvy raking 
"beautiful people" to the pist\:s._ Spot the Brits. 
Thejc,ce was awesome; lots ofsnoll', but it might 
just he possih/e. Bre11da11·.1· suggestion that we 
ahseil down and practice the clips was 11011·erv 
helpjiil. Howe1·er. the me/eo wps superh and 
excuses werefast running 0111. Things began to 
look really serious when Brendan forked out for 
a week's parking ticket. 

We packed /uc/icro11s/y hem•y sacs and fought 
our WCI\' 01110 the late ajiemoon train to the 
Eigerg/e/scher. A burst tin of sardines in 
Brendan's sack onlr sen·ecl to heighten our 
11npop11/arity with th~ skiers, c111dwe were glad to 
make our escape, shuffling round the comer to 
the foot ol the face. 

Our bivvy was a complete psyche-out. ·The 
enormous Nordwand loomed above in a hardly 
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The North Face of The Eiger_fi-om 1he hi\'Ouac. All Uncredi1ed Pholos: D11rra11 and Murphy. 

111v1t111g manner, and our resolve steadily 
dwindled as the rime for departure drew nearer. 
Several hours the next morning spent wallowing 
through deep powder gave us just the exc;use we 
needed, and we had no difficulty in convincing 
ourselves that retreat was the only option. The 
relief was immense. Perhaps we could go euro
cragg ing now? But no, Robert 's contingency 
plan was to take the train to the Jungfraujoch for 
a few days acclimatisation. I couldn't really 
argue. 

Early morning ascents of the Monch and 

l1111gji·au were rewarded hy pe,ject sw1rises o,·er 
the Oherlancl, and our exertions in knee-deep 
powder were certainly gelling us fit. 011 hoth 
occasions , we were back at our 5-star bi\"\"\' 
ha1•ing our second hreakfast in time for the claiiv 
stampede of skiers and Japanese tourists. 
Strangely enough, we saw 110 other climbers. 

A shortage of food a few clays later sent us 
srnrrying down to the ,·alley, only pausing to 
gawp at the 11orth face through the Kleine 
Scheidegg telescope. This resulted i11 an 011/breqk 
ofsa11ity - the Harlin Route had been a ,·e,y silly 



Right: D11rran approaching the end of the 
Hintersroisser Trm·erse. Below: Murphy at the 
Swa/low's Nest hi\'011ac. 

idea 1 The '38 Route looked a soft touch in 
comparison - not s11fficie111 to he able to retire 
immediately , h111 certainly ample jus11jicario11 
for the trip. The mereo was good/or another 
three or four days; that should he plenty of rime 
- perhaps we could rick the Mallerhom on the 
way home 7 

We pared the sacks down rnthlessly; food for 
three days J11el.fr1rfi\'e. lightweight pits, minimal 
hardware. Ne.rt e\'ening. the 011/yorherpassenger 
011 the last train up was a ge111/ema11 in hrogues, 
pinstripe suit and pink shades. Once again, we 
fled to the familiarity of our hi\'\'_\' henearh rhe 
face. 

Although conditions had only improved a little , 
I felt much more optimistic about our chances 
this time. The weather was glorious. and I was 
quietly expecting a fairly straightforward ascent. 

The first pitch early the next morning quickly 
shattered all my illusions. Robert spent a long 
time leading a steep unconsolidated gully, and it 
became clear that we were in for some sport. 
Fortunately, however, there was perfect neve 
above, and although the Difficult Crack and the 
Hinterstoisser Traverse proved quite tricky , we 
made relatively good progress. Even so, what 
normally takes a few hours to solo in summer 
took us a full day, and we only made it to the 
Swallow 's Nest bivvy before dark. 
As on the first day, the climbing 011 the second 

was hrillianr ; ofren hard hut ne\·er desperate, 
always serious h111 nei ·er complerely our of order. 
My only hesirarion was at the .foOI of the Second 

lcefield. I hadj11s1 scared myself'. wohhling on 
my crampons in my huf'l'y ro follow a thin s/ahhy 
/ra\ •erse which I fell that I might not hm·e heen 
willing to lead. Added to this, a layer of' high 
c/011d had dnjied 0\'er, and I felt a dury to play 
Dei•i/' s ad\'Ocate to counter Brendan· s unrnffled 
confidence. With the sunny \'a lley sri/1 beckoning 
he/ow, we talked ofretrear, hut though mydo11hrs 
were real, my words were mere gestures. We 
stormed on, mol'ing together across the \'(/Sf 

tilting gah/eoftheSecond lcefie/d. The Flatiron, 
Death Bil'ouac, the Third lcefield all slipped hy; 
the Spider was inexorably drawing 11s into its 
weh. 

We spent our second 11igh1 on the.face ha/f~l'CIY up 
the Ramp , each in his own snow coffin, oneahm·e 
the other. I was now intoxicated hy the quality 
of the climbing; the rremendous si111atio11. the 
av.fit! commitment, the aura of'histmyand legend. 
This was climbing at its hes/ - artificially put 
yourself in a wild si111atio11 and then escape.fi'om 
the tef'l'ih/e reality, upwards or downwards , either 
afit!filment, the summit a ho1111s. An intense and 
pril'Clte game. What did it matter if'some media 
star had soloed the route lil'e for hreakf'as/ 
tele\ ·ision - g/orio11sly if'l'ele\'C/11I! 

An otherwise perfect dawn was marred by the 
sight of lightning on the horizon. True, it was a 
long way off, but it was a stark reminder of the 
seriousness of our position. I used to enjoy 
watching thunderstorms far out at sea from the 
warmth and security of my bedroom in Cornwall, 
but on this occasion I felt exposed and worried. 
The climbing on the Ramp soon banished such 

thoughts . Technical mixed ground, steep ice and 
aid; never before had I come across such intricate 
pitches demanding such a high level 0f · 
concentration. Superlative climbing high on the 

North Face of the Eigcr, a mountaineering dream 
come true. 
We were too absorbed in the route to take much 

notice of the weather, but as we reached the 
Brittle Ledges, the first snow started falling. A 
fresh layer of powder quickly covered the face, 
filling every crack and disguising every feature. 
Within a depressingly short time the season had 
reverted from spring to winter. The mood of the 
climb had changed completely. I could no longer 
enjoy the challenge; I just wanted off. 
The change in our fortunes seemed to rejuvenate 
Robert , and he changed up a gear and took 
control. We have this useful rapport that works 
well in the mountains; whereas I had been 
supplying the drive lower down on the face, it 
was time for the more experienced Robert to take 
the initiative. There was no need for discussion , 
it just happened quite naturally. 

,With retreat no longer an option, e\'erything 
had hecome.ft1cused 011 an upward escape: the 
Spider, or a huge swing 01110 a marginal he/av. 
whiche\'er it was to he. l.ftmnd that I could take 
pen·erse pleasure in the si111atio11 now that there 
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were no more decisions to be made. only 
i11di, ·idual mm·es to be o,•ercome. sun-ii-a/ their 
motil'GliOII. 
The Traverse of the Gods will be etched in my 

memory for ever. For four long pitches we 
teetered rightwards towards the Spider. All the 
while the snow continued to fall and the face was 
regularly swept by spindrift avalanches. There 
was an appalling lack of protection making our 
situation particularly frightening. I had plenty of 
time to reflect on our vulnerability to the forces 
of nature - we just didn't belong there! 
Each time I came to follow, all traces of Robert ·s 

movements had been obliterated by fresh snow. 
The climbing was so precarious that every move 
I made was towards minimising what must surely 
be the inevitable pendulum. A tension traverse 
and a final hard section brought us to the relative 
security of the Spider. 
By this time it was getting dark, and there was no 
improvement in the weather. We started moving 
together up the ice, neither of us able to see or 
hear the other. Patches of hard ice and several 
particularly heavy avalanches all served to keep 
the adrenalin pumping. The occasional twitch in 
the rope was the only sign that I was not alone in 
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this nightmare. 
I reached the top of the Spider at about 8 p.m. 

and hy the time Brendan arri, •ed I had 1101 ei·e11 
found a he lay, let alone a hi1·1•y sire. Oural/emprs 
to dig a snow-hole were foiled hy hard ii:e. hut at 
least we 1ww had a couple of riny ledges and a 
token ice-screw for protectio11. I was conscious 
o{ the dangers of hyporhermia. hut with the 
co111i1111011s homhardmelll of spindrift, there was 
110 hope of lighti11g the sto1·e. 
It was a long and miserable night. I had a strange 
sense ()f u11reality about our situation. Here we 
were , trapped hy the Spider. and yet there was 
/i11/e fear, just a \'(/gue sense of regret that this 
rime I might ha1·e leji e\'erythi11g hehindfr>r good. 
We ji-ankly c/isrnssed the merits of prayer. hut 
decided rhat He was u11/ikely ro rake pity m1 the 
protagonists ofsuch afurile game. We disca1 ·ered 
a.fierwards that we had hath tried our luck 
no11etheless. 

Daylight reluctantly returned. but there was 
little change in the weather. We decided to stay 
put. While we were struggling to make brews 
and trying to keep warm, we could hear the sound 
of the "piste bashers" from far below; it seemed 
ridiculous to be feeling so strung out when the 

frivolities of civilisation were so close at hand. 
By mid-day, the snow had stopped and with the 
improved visibility we decided to make a break 
for it. Two hours later, we were starting up the 
exit cracks. The warmth of movement and the 
discovery of good ice rekindled our spirits, and 
we even dared to think of the summit. 

The first steepe11i11g was thankfully more like 
Point Fi,·e than the prescribed Fil'e Sup . I 
re111e111her sa1·ouri11g a partirnlarly.fi11e grrH11·e 
which sucrnmhed to torquing and "111oac-011-a
s1ick" hammer p/aceme11fs. Howei·er. as the 
hours slipped hy and the weather closed in , our 
optimism turned /0 despair. Good ice ga\'e way 
to powc/er-cm·erec/ rock, cu/mi11ati11g in 1wo 
terrifring pitches up a11 horrendously loose 
chi11111ey. At 011e point. bridged rw111er/ess rhirty 
feet aho, ·e the helay, /felt sure that I was ahour 
to come ojf;.fr1rtu11ately. howe1·er, so111e.fiw1ric 
scrahhling lfl'ea/ec/ a11 i11 situ peg and I was ah/e 
to clip i11 and recm·er. I felt physical/_,. sick with 
fear. 
Brendan led rhrough inf'aili11g light a11dfr1w1d a 
good he/ay hut 1wwhere to hi1·1·y. He ahsei/ec/ 
hack down .and we resigned ourse/1•es tospe11c/ing 
the nighr c/a11gli11g .fi'0/11 the ropes i11 the 



The Eiger in Winter. C/ockwise.fi·om Opposite 
Page Lower Right: Murphy below the Quartz 
Crack; Durrcm approaching the Brittle 
Ledges; Durran traversing the Brittle Ledges; 
Mwphy about to resort to sack hauling on the 
Ice Bulge. Above: Durran approaches the 
Spider in worsening conditions. Compare with 
photo by Andy Fanshawe Above Right, which 
shows Ulric Jessop at the same point in 
uncharacteristically good conditions shortly 
after dawn on Jan 15 1990. This pair 
commented that they did not witness a single 
stone or ice fragment in.flight on the entire 
route! 
Right: The South side of the Eigerfrom the 
Mi.inch showing the West Flank and Ridge in 
shadow. 

avalanche-swept chimney. Thrashing his way 
into his pit, Brendan dropped his headtorch. His 
carelessness irritated me; my headtorch had 
already failed and we were left in total darkness. 
Brendan redeemed himself by battling heroically 
agains/ the spindrift to produce the occasional 
luke-warm brew while hanging inside his bivvy 
hag. All my down gear was,li-ozen and useless. 
I longed for the morning, wrapped up in my own 
world of misery, tormented by the discomfort of 
my harness. 
This was the most unpleasant night that I have 

ever spent in the mountains. Despite exhaustion, 
it was virtually impossible to sleep. The only 
consolation was that the occasional star was 
visible through breaks in the cloud, and I prayed 
for good weather in the morning. 
We started the laborious job of gearing up well 
before dawn. I was haunted by stories of people 
dropping gear in such situations and I was terrified 
at the prospect of losing a boot or a crampon. 
Everything had to be clipped in and, fumbling 
with numb hands, nothing could be rushed. A 
mercifully clear dawn found us prussiking stiffly 
back up the ropes. 
We were now on steep, open ground resembling 

a snowy roof of loose slates. Everything seemed 
to slope the wrong way. Once again the weather 
closed in and the climbing continued to he 
exceedingly precarious. Patches of rotten ice 
crumbled like sugar; belays were at best tied-off 
tools. The final wall provided me with the most 
terrifying lead of the climb - the only literally 
trouserjilling pitch I hm•e ever led. 

I kept dozing off at the belays; it required an 

immense effort to keep up the concentration. As 
I led through onto the summit icefield, Robert 
mentioned that he had been crapping himself on 
the pitch below - at the time, I took him to be 
speaking metaphorically. 
I was shattered. /found myselffalling asleep 011 

lead up the brittle ice. Smashing in a snarg, I let 
Brendan take CJ\'er. It was then that I noticed that 
several of my fingertips were frozen hard and 
white. Progress was painfully slow- it was 3 p.m. 
before we emerged into the bliz:ard on the summit 
ridge. 
The summit itself was merely a landmark on the 
path back from our self imposed hell. None of 
the euphoria that I had experienced in the past; 
the obligatory summit photograph, a bearing on 
the west ridge, and we set off in a desperate hid 
to get off the mountain before dark. To ease the 
notorious route-findi,ig difficulties, our final 
gamble was to trend left onto open snow slopes; 
there was an ob1•ious avalanche risk, but speed 
of descent was assured one way or the other. 
Robert's experience was paying dividends. He 

located the abseil posts in the maelstrom, and 
before long we were down the steepest part of the 
descent. I found myself crying with relief. The 
Eigergletscher station was visible through 
occasional gaps in the cloud; safety seemed 
within reach. We unroped to increase speed. 
Robert took the opportunity to scrape out his 
long-johns with the proverbial postcard showing 
a dotted line up the face. 

Ten minutes later, I lost my footing and very 
quickly started cart-wheeling down the mountain, 
totally out of control. I knew I needed an ice-axe 
break, but was completely unable to orientate 
myself. There was no time for fear, just a calm 
resignation to my fate. I eventually came to rest 
in a patch of soft snow some five hundred feet 
below. Although rather shaken, I was 

miraculously unhurt. 
Before I had time to recover, I was being 

avalanched lower down on the same slope. It 
was a relatively small powder affair, but I found 
myself frantically swimming to stay on top. This 
really shook me up. It was apparent that the 
whole slope was unstable, but we had no choice 
but to continue. 

My self-confidence had been seriously 
undermined; never before had I felt so frightened 
in the mountains. I followed Robert's tracks, 
down-climbing difficult sections by instinct rather 
than by conviction. I was angry at Robert for 
rushing on ahead, yet I knew that there was 
nothing he could do to help. 

At last , the angle eased off I descended the 
bottomless powder by riding a mini-avalanche 
which deposited me near the only other climbers 
we saw on the whole trip - Brits of course! They 
had witnessed the drama from far below, and 
handed us mugs of hot tea as we arrived. Thanks 
Dennis and Yl'Dnne , we shall beetemally gratefu/ 1 

Several days later we came back down to earth, 
immensely happy, but also very conscious of our 
good fortune. Robert, however, was still in a 
state of shock, having been out-classed by a 
portly middle-aged skier on the train back down 
toGrindelwald at his favourite sport- bullshitting. 
This highly accomplished artiste appeared to be 
totally undaunted as we pointed out of the window 
to avalanches the width of the Second lcefield 
sweeping off the north face. He proceeded to 
recount tales of various skiing epics he had 
endured on recent package holidays, such as 
when his wife had twisted her ankle and had been 
forced to take shelter in a barn. We were too tired 
to rally. 
The day a.fier we got off, there was a huge dump 

of snow right down to the valley. The 
consequences if we had been caught out in this 
are not worth dwelling upon. I had suffered a 
little frostbite, but this would be an ideal excuse 
on the crags for many months afterwards. We 
had been closer to the edge that I would have 
wishedfor, but we had done the greatest route in 
Europe - those who disparage the quality and 
seriousness of the face almost invariably have 
not climbed it - and I am sure that we would have 
felt strangely cheated if we had not had to fight 
for)t. -, 

They say that climbing the North Face of the 
Eiger can change your life, and, to an extent, I 
agree. Little things like stacking Robert's car on 
the way home just didn't seem important. .. 
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FILM FESTIVALS i 

Banff 
by John Barry 

The Banff jury. Left to right: Elzbieta Pietak (Pol), John Barry (UK), Nancy Riley (Can), John Harlin Ill (USA), Victor Sarin (Can). 
Introducing them is Leslie Taylor, Mayor of Banff. All Photos: Karen McDiarmid/Banff Mountain Film Festival. 

The Banff Festival of Mountain Films 1990 

Ask me what I was doing on the jury of 
the 15th Festival of Mountain Films and 
I'd have to plead the 5th Amendment. My 
bullshit had exceeded my credentials. 
But that's where I was November last: on 
the jury, judging films. I started out with 
two premises and a conviction. Premises: 
that maybe films, like stories, should have 
a beginning, a middle and an end, ideally 
in that order, unless they're arty in which 
case anything goes; and that critics, 
whether of books orfilms were a pompous 
lot, sesquipedalian to their last self
regarding syllable and anxious to be 
clever. The conviction? Ah, that all films 
should have a happy ending. Too often 
have the lights caught my tears; too far 
have I swum from the cinema. But that's 
my problem. Nevertheless there should 
be a law. 

And so I set off, Banff bound, with an 
open mind (empty some would say), 
determined not to be pompous, hopeful 
that bullshit would brains baffle and hell
bent, balls-out for a good time. 

Forty-one movies and three, ten-hour 
days later I was revising my notion of a 
good time. Imagine wading non-stop 
into a pile of climbing stories, in one 
continuous oromaniacal binge until you'd 
digested 41 or bust. I think you'd bust. I 
about did . 
Of the 41, lots were bad, plain bad. Quite 

a few weren't bad, a few were good, a 
couple knockout. 

But it wasn't hardly a fair fight. There 
were big budget (e.g . National 
Geographical) films competing with 
shoestringers. There were films (or at 
least, videos - I learned that there's a 
great snobbery visited by makers of films 
on makers of videos) that were captured 
on the edge of nowhere, and filmed in the 
teeth of wind and fire and water, matched 
against films assembled over leisurely 
years and with every technological 
convenience on call. There were home 
videos vying .with J. Arthur's 
extravaganzas - we:, you get my drift. 
There were careless films made anyhow 
after some careless promise to some too
eagersponsor, ranged against considered 
films where the maker had gone slowly 
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and painfully towards his art. There were 
films that would have been better 
unmade, many that could have been 
shorter, many that should have been 
shorter and none that should have been 
longer. (The procrustean restrictions of 
TV schedules, rather than the natural span 
of the tale too often determines length. 
But that, I accept, is life in the TV age.) 
And there were plenty whose story 
betrayed no beginning, or middle, or end, 
and more than a few with no discernable 
story at all. 

If you're thinking of making a film, be 
advised, where this juror is concerned, 
though he may evermore be spared 
further service, there is merit in brevity. 
For humour there's sainthoods; for both, 
deification. About mid-morning, day two 
I began scanning the programme for 
anything shorter than twenty minutes. 
Suffering for your own art is one thing, 
suffering for others quite another. 
Laughs? I'd have awarded a Nobel for 
two good grins. Got to the point where a 
twenty-second side-splitter would have 
taken every prize within my gift. Nor am 
I entirely facetious. Not entirely. Spare, 
spare, spare, Perrin used to admonish. 
He was right. Here was miles of celluloid 
(or whatever these things are made of) 
saying nothing. Some sound and fury 
would have been a fine thing. 

Mind you, I got off to a bad sta·rt . The 
first film was K2 - Traum und Shicksal 
with Diem berger wallowing - that's hard, 
but it's how it looked to me - in th gothic 
gloom of it all. That summer on K2 in 
1986 had scarred enough of us and I knew 
it wasn't a tale that improved with the 
telling. There were a few films like that, 
mostly from the Northern corner of 
Europe. Surely being rich can't be that 
bad . Left you wondering if anyone ever 
climbed for fun any more. Worse, these 
goths seemed to take narcoleptic hours 
to spread their gloom. 
Generally, the climbing films, that is the 

films about climbing were the worst. Of 
those, expedition films were the worst of 
the worst. Now organisers offilm festivals 
have a problem: of the 41 films few were 
what you and I would call climbing films. 
Many featured neither climbing nor 
mountains. (And many were none the 

worse for that.) To make some sense of 
it all the festival organisers had, very 
sensibly, designated categories. These 
were: Grand Prize, for the best film of the 
festival, irrespective of category; Best film 
on Mountain Environment; Best film on 
Mountaineering; Best film on Mountain 
Sport; Best Video; The People's Choice. 
A bit like democracy, an imperfect 
instrument, but it was hard to think of a 
better one. The chief imperfection was 
the creation of a separate Video category. 
This was by far the biggest and richest 
and brightest with over twenty entries 
competing for one prize - or two if you 
count the Grand Prize. Whereas in the 
Mountaineering category there were only 
fourfilms, all of them long-two so cruelly 
that they would have been better gauged 
by calendar than watch. None were 
distinguished. 
As I say, hardly fair. An answer seems to 

be to dispense with video as a category 
and let them compete head to head with 
films - maybe its this snobbery thing. 
Perhaps someone will explain. 

But enough of all that. What of the 
winners and the losers? The Harriet 
Gordon/Peter Getzel's team got my losers 
prize (not that that's any consolation -
there wasn't one) for their two entries, 
both novel, both provocative and both 
enjoyed more recently by a larger 
audience on Channel 4. 
Mr. Mike Is On The Mountain is the story 

of a largely British expedition to Makalu 
(1989) told from a Sherpa's and porter's 
point of view; a good and an original idea. 
There's mercifully little climbing -
Himalayar:, snow plodding doesn't make 
rivetting footage - but lots of socio
dynamics (as I believe the phrase is) twixt 
climbers and porters. The Brits, as a 
group, come out of it rather badly. Not 
being on the trip, I don't know ifth is is fair, 
though I do know that some of them, like 
Collister and Griffin, couldn't be other 
than thoroughly decent if they tried. We 
(the Brits) are regarded by the Sherpas as 
tight. Apparently everyone knows that. I 
didn't, and it surprised and shocked me -
and delighted all the other jurors (two 
Canadians, an American and a Pole - so 
history might explain some of the_ir 
delight). But the film turned (and has 



Mister Mike is On Holiday 

Above: Festival-goers Sharon Wood (first North American woman to climb 
Everest) with Robin and Barb Hertel/ with Luke. Below: Pat Morrow, winner of 
Summit of Excellence award and Baiba Morrow chat to jury chairman Victor Sarin. 

since fallen to notoriety) on one shattering 
utterance, surely the most egregiously 
stupid ever spoken by any climber to any 
mike. "We conned forty thousand quid 
out the sponsors to come on our 'olidays." 
And as if the words themselves aren't 
damning enough, thetonewasquerulous, 
braying . Everyone cringed. Those who 
have struggled to raise sponsorship and 
then struggled to keep faith with that 
sponsorship and to come up with the 
goods-or a piccie ortwo-were dismayed. 
Sponsors just love being conned, 
especially when it is broadcastto mill;~:is, 
shareholders amongst them, that they 

-

have indeed been conned. I imagine, 
even as you read, that the commercial 
world over there are General Managers 
and Publicity Directors who, with the full 
backing of their boards, are singeing their 
phone lines trying to unearth expeditions 
by whom they wished to be diddled out of 
thousands, and just for the privelege of 
sending them on their 'olidays. But it was 
a good film and it deserves better than 
notoriety. 

The second Gordon/Getzel entry, The 
Condor and the Bull, had the audience 
quitting in droves- not necessarily a good 
sign. This was the story of a bunch of 
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drunken Peruvian Indians who capture a 
condor to chuck it in with a bull at the 
Ocongate village carnival. They force 
feed the bird with liquor until it's legless 
and wingless. The bull gives it a collosal 
hoof and that looks to be the end of the 
condor. When the film ended with a 
magnificent specimen soaring high I 
suspected a stand in, but Peter Getzel 
assures me it was the same condor, fully 
recovered and sober at last. Like many in 
the audience, I found it cruel. Not so, says 

, John Harlin, fellow jurist, and a more 
rational man by far: to be cruel you have 
to be wilful. These Indians were 
accidental, haphazard, anyhow. which 
isn't cruelty. Well maybe, but a touch too 
nice a distinction for me. Good film 
though, and as in Mr. Mike, the camera 
observes and records, while the players 
tell the story (via subtitles where 
necessary). No commentary, no 
judgement; we are left to make our own 
minds up about cruelty and conmen. 

The funniest film was Mad Max II. It 
might have been the only funny film : a 
sort of Keystone Cops on skis and 
parapente - if your imagination can make 
the cinephotograhical cut. Actually 
nothing much has changed since 
Keystone except colour and transport. 
The old gags are indeed the best and 
antedate to all that Gothic gloom, Gallic 
metaphysics, North American 
introspection and British tightness. A 
right good laugh; and a short one. 
My best of the rest includes Aid Burgess 

(no film he, but filmstar maybe) who was 
the guest celebrity (by virtue of three 
decades of victorious punch-ups this side 
of the Atlantic, two decades of evading 
the immigration laws that, and by 
climbing Everest at the umpteenth 
attempt - but in some style. And, as a 
quick sum shows, he's no chicken.) His 
slide talk was by turns pretty, funny, 
eloquent and touching - and very nearly 
not too long. 

Pachamama (France 1989: Patrice 
Aubertel) was stylish, with some wild 
snow-boarding down alp and pampas 
and much better than your average ski
resort video. 

Facing the Extreme (US 1988: Eric 
Cohen)- it's okay, there's irony in that title 
- I liked because it struck a chord. It's 
about dossing at Joshua Tree and 
spending half a life-time trying to 
surmount the same boulder problem, 
which looked to be about 10 feet tall. Our 
hero fails. And fails and fails. I know that 
feeling, so I liked the film. And when he 
fails he curses in four letters, like you do. 
Nothing metaphysical here, nothing 
fancy. True to life and recognisable. Liked 
it. Didn 't win a prize . 

Another failing goodie was Grimpeur 
Etoile (France 1989: Laurent Chevallier), 
described in the programme blurb as 
'Patrick Berhault exploring the origins of 
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John Barry (left) partakes in simultaneous information exchange with Festival 
guest speaker Aid Burgess. 

rock climbing from the stone age to the 
space age through the metaphor of 
dance'. But it was better than that and 
after a pretentious, eye-averting start, and 
a slightly silly sub-Chaplinesque sequence 
it got into a bit of straight-to-the-vein, 
thumping rocking, rollin and reelin, 
complete with histrionic MC, hysterical 
audience, chrome cadillac and two 
synchronised boogying grimpeurs. Foot 
tapping good. 

Our own Alun Hughes sent in Stone 
Monkey which was better liked by the 
audience than the jury (he should be 
encouraged) and Waterfall Kayak which 
wasn't so much a film as proof of the 
lengths to which people will goto achieve 
immortality on film . In fact the paddlers 
were mortal, though only just, as the 
closing cast of walking wounded shows. 
The film terrified me. Apparently Alun 
felt much the same whilst filming those 
feats of waterborne (airborne? 
rockborne?) insanity. Too brave, those 
paddling boys, by far. 

To the winners. The Grand Prize was 
taken by Mozu the Snow' Monkey (US/ 
Japan: M. lmasaki) which showed that 
we could all learn a bit yet from monkey 
business. Mozu, a macaque in the Shiga 
Highlands in Japan was born with 
deformities of the limbs. But against all 
the rules (or at least, the conventional 
wisdom) of survival of the fittest, and 
without welfare or consideration from 
her peers, she survives. And not only 
survives but pro_spers; bears healthy 
children (and if children belong only to 
humans then it's still the right word, 
because by this time you are up a tree, 
waving a banana and rooting for her), 
who in turn, and in defiance of genetics 
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bear her healthy grandchildren. We last 
see granny cruising comfortably into old 
age with a cuddly, attentive, loving family. 
Mozu is noble and brave; responses that 
I had wrongly thought uniquely human -
where they existed at all. Never thought 
I'd cheer for a monkey. We were all 
moved - despite a treacly-voiced 
commentary assuring us we would be. 
Lovely film. 

The Mountain Environment category 

Mister Mike should give up smoking. 

was won by The Full Circle (USA 1989: 
Mike Garnett) . Settlers plundered a.nd all 
but wrecked the wilderness of Montana, 
but then, seeing what had been done, 
embarked on a long campaign to put it all 
back together again . Unlike all the king's 
horses and all the king's men, they 
succeeded . A rare triumph in these days 
of unremitting ecological gloom. A ray. 
Some said they found it sentimental, 

which I would have thought a virtue had 
it not been clear that it was pejorative. It's 
my Irish. 
It would be ungenerous to say that Nanga 
Parbat - Mountain of Destiny (Germany 
1989: Gerhard Baur) won the Best Film of 
Mountaineering because it was the best 
of a bad few (4), but it would be true. 
Mountain of Destiny? What does it mean? 
But it had its moments andthey got to the 
top, persevering with the film all the way 
-which, to try to be fair, is a considerable 
thing . Theirsponsorswill be happy about 
that and thoroughly unconned. A stout, if 
characteristically grim, Germanic effort, 
but overall resolutely underwhelming. 

Maj Maly Everest (My Little Everest) 
(Poland 1989: Miroslaw Dembinski) took 
the prize for the Best Film on Mountain 
Sport. And what a little gem it was. The 
blurb described it as 'a surrealistic 
metaphor for life' which makes it sound 
arty, but it wasn't. It's a recognisable tale 
of recognisable life, simply, economically 
and amusingly told. There wasn't a 
mountain in sight, though plenty in mind, 
on a meagre urban canvas and a tiny 
budget: the sort of film any of us could 
have made. Except any of us couldn't. 
Clever, but not too clever. Dembinski, 
apparently, is a student film maker and 
this film had already won awards at film 
festivals in Katowice, Trento and Telluride. 
I think we'll be hearing and seeing more 
of the Master Dembinski. 

The Best Video was Mountains of Fire 
(USA 1989: Michael Rosenfeld), a tale 
told by man and wife vulcanologists, 

Maurice and Katia Krafft, who roam the 
planet's hotspots, studying and filming. 
They're a charmingly natural, if 
delightfully eccentric pair, whose courted 
proximity to their art and science will 
have the sweat starting on any 
unasbestosed brow. 
The People decided that the best of the 

lot was Is There a Dining Car on the Mule 
Train ?(USA 1990: Don Briggs) which only 



goes to show that it's what tickles your 
fancy that matters and not weighty 
matters of editing, colour balance, 
cinephotography, direction or any of that. 
Plain old a bit of what you fancy. Actually 
I fancied it too which since it was poorly 
regarded by the rest of the jury, makes 
me a better judge of what I fancy, than of 
films. The Mule Train in question begins 
at the rim of the Grand Canyon and 
descends via the Devil's Corkscrew and 
Jacob's Ladder to the Colorado river, a 
mile below. There's no dining car, but 
tourists love it. So did The People . It's 
much more entertaining than it sounds, 
though the sound of the laconic cowboy
voiced narrator was one of the film's 
delights. Mountains were there none, 
mules were there dozens, charm was 
there in pack-loads. 

Films apart, the Festival featured two 
seminars under which grandiose guise 
dozens of otherwise perfectly sensible 
people gathered to utter tosh on the 
subjects of Nationalism in Expeditions 
and of Mountain Literature. At the first it 
was hard to resist exposing a shaft of 
mock-xenophobia to drive through a 
conglomeration of over-earnest one
world piety, so seriously were the all-the
world's-a-village clan taking themselves. 
Whillans would have drowned them in 
commonsense. 

At the second, anyone with a few Plain 
Words who had not left their 
commonsense at the door could have 
saved the thing from hot-airing into the 
stratosphere in balloons puffed with 
psycho-babble. 
The festival itself is a triumph that graces 

the entire climbing firmament and throws 
up a cultivated hedge against those 
encroaching sands;the bolted, drilled and 
chipped ascents; the mindless aridity of 
climbing competitions; the pimping of 
guiding; and the narrow self-serving 
timidity of certification. 

Banff is great. Bravo Banff and banffs. 
High time Kendal again. If Bernadette 
Macdonald can sweet-talk, bully, cajole, 
charm and haul Banff to its fifteenth 
resplendently successful festival, then 
surely Curran, Porter, Hall, Cass and co, 
troopers all, can get it on mob-handed for 
a fourth Kendal. 

As for the raw material, assuming Mr. 
Mike has not entirely poisoned the 
sponsors spring, there are enough fiery 
chariots 
left in climbing to keep inspiration blazing 
for years. The deserts may encroach at 
the margins but the fire burns bright at 
the centre where adventure and risk and 
climbing still run molten at the middle, 
and where a man's reach still exceeds his 
grasp, and where they still know what a 
heaven's for. 
And there were great parties. 

Graz 
by Claude Remy 

3rd International Alpine Film Festival, 
Graz, Austria 15-17 November 1990 

It's astonishing that up until the mid 
80's, no alpine film festival had ever been 
held in a German speaking country. Yet 
there is no lack of mountains or 
mountaineers in Austria or Germany ... 
The gap was filled in 1986 by the town of 
Graz (Styria, Austria). It must be 
emphasised that the creation of this event 
is the work of only one man: Robert 
Schauer. A few words should be said 
about him. 

Robert Schauer 
Born in 1953 in Graz, Robert started 

actively climbing in the early 70's on the 
big, extreme, classic routes in the Alps 
(e.g. Walker, Eiger). During the same 
period he started going on big trips, 
especially to the Himalaya. 1978 saw him 
at the top of Everest in the wake of Messner 
and Habeler. Then came other 8000m 
peaks: Nanga Parbat, Gasherbrum 1, 
Makalu, Broad Peak and, significantly, the 
first ascent of the West Face of 
Gasherbrum IV (7925m) with Voytek 
Kurtyka; this was a new, extremely 
committed route - a milestone in alpine 
history. 

Moreover, Robert is fascinated by all 
things cultural: he's an excellent drummer 
in an active rock band for example; his 
involvement in mountaineering doesn't 
stop at climbing - he's an author, 
photographer, lecturer and film producer! 
Graz Film Festival 

In 1985, Robert decided to set up an 
alpine film festival. As with all new 
projects, the start was hard and thankless. 
But, luckily, the town of Graz -through its 
mayor- gave the festiva I a financial boost. 
1986 saw the first production, certainly a 

success but only just. Robert decided 
then to hold the festival every two years. 
"That way we have a wider selection of 
films to choose from, and I can also take 
a breather in between and get into the 
mountains," he explains. It would be no 
exaggeration to say that the key to the 
success of the festivals is Schauer: he 
checks the technical details, (projection 
for example), in minute detail, takes on 
some of the secretarial work, welcomes 
his guests with extreme courtesy ... In 
short; he's on the go 24 hours a day! 
The Films 
Nearly 50 films were screened this year, 

the majority of which came from France. 
The high standard of films - which 
delighted the large public audience -didn't 
give the international jury an easy time 
awarding prizes. The exception was the 
'prix du jury' (Jury's Selection), whose 
theme was protection of nature and the 
environment, represented by Cervin man 
amour. This film denounces the over
development of that famous mountain 
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and of Zermatt itself. 
The three other first prize winners each 

received the Gold Alpine Camera, as well 
as 15,000 Schillings! Though how the 
jury could choose between so many fine, 
notto say excel lent films, so different one 
from the other, is another matter! 
Indeed, how could one choose between 

the almost 'perfect' Seo by P.A. Hiroz 
(Catherine Destivelle in Mali) or the 
fantastic pictures taken by the incredible 
Didier Lafond in Arrowhead (Ed linger in 
the USA), C'est Tout Bon (D. Perret on 
skis), Pirouette (acrobatics in a plane over 
the mountains) or Comeback de Baquet 
by N. Phillibert(Profitand Baquet climbing 
the South Face of the Aiguil/e du Midi), not 
forgetting the work by Laurent Chevallier 
(who was at the festival) - his astonishing 
Grimpeur-Etoile (with Patrick Berhault) 
nor the comical Super Max by Phillipe 
Bernard . 
A word about the lucky chosen few: 

Category 1: Documentary and history of 
alpine ascents and skiing. Awarded to K2 
by Kurt Diemberger, which takes an 
emotional look at one of the worst 
tragedies in international mountaineering 
history. Category 2: Rock and ice 
climbing. Awarded to Capitan Crochet by 
Robert Nicod, which looks at a most 
incredible solo ascent of a big wall in 
Yosemite . Special mention in this 
category went to Grimpeur-Etoile by L. 
Chevallier. Category 3: Adventure. 
Awarded to Waterfall Kayak by Alun 
Hughes (maker of Stone Monkey), 
showing the development of this recent 
sport, and more especially one of the 
'craziest' descents - or rather falls! - ever 
made! 
There were other parallel activities taking 
place in conjunction with the festival, in 
addition to bringing together people 
sharing a passion. The Graz Congress 
Centre was showing a part of the Images 
of the Mountains exhibition from the 
alpine museum in Turin, and a book 
exhibition . The conference on the 
protection of the alpine world, led by the 
Secretary General to Mountain 
Wilderness, Alessandro Gogna, didn't 
perhaps receive the interest expected, 
though the discussions made us aware 
that the problem of pollution is a very 
serious one in the mountains, as it is 
elsewhere. However action in the shape 
of truly efficient protection, is slow in 
coming ... 
Lastly, for the rock climbers amongst us, 

Graz in November is not the ideal place, 
though the old town has real charm and 
some splendid cake shops; who hasn't 
heard of the famous apfelstrudels? Where 
to go? The Hofbiikerei (the bakery for the 
Emperor's court), which has maintained 
its traditions since 1569! A veritable trap! 

It was very difficult for Robert to draw 
the festival to a close, the poor man was 
completely exhausted by his 'marathon'! 
This festival is certainly ripe for growth, 
an_d its success may well turn it into an 
annual event. Future major events: Trento 
in Italy from 22 to 27 April 1991 and 

· Diablerets in Switzerland from 23 to 29 
September 1991. 
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BOOKS 

Mountain Lover 
by Dennis Gray 
Crowood Press £14.95 

'Everything was starting to spin 
round; the claustrophobia 
resulting from more than thirty 
people crammed into the small 
meeting room adjacent to the 
British Mountaineering Council's 
office was beginning to make 
me feel ill.' 

I remember well the strain and 
exhaustion that showed on 
Dennis Gray's face at the time 
these words refer to. His mouth 
was often creased downwards in 
a permanent frown and his eyes 
peered out wearily at you as 
though keeping them open was 
an effort in itself. Soon after he 
retired from his position as 
General Secretary of the BMC I 
left the country. On my return to 
Britain, at a climbing wall in 
London at the beginning of last 
year, Dennis's distinctive 
Yorkshire drawl made me turn. 
He had changed immeasurably 
since I had seen him last. He 
appeared to be ten years 
younger and his eyes glittered 
as he laughed. My conclusion 
was that if climbing politics 
could be this detrimental to your 
health and happiness, then I 
wanted nothing to do with it. 
And so I anticipated that his 

forthcoming autobiography 
would be the literary equivalent 
of a minefield. Something to be 
skirted around, perhaps prodded 
with a long stick from a safe 
distance but definitely not to be 
tackled head on. That my 
concern was utterly without 
foundation is testament to 
Dennis's sense of perspective 
and his native (Leeds 6) cunning. 

Instead of dealing with his full 
and interesting experience in 
chronological order, he has 
adopted a thematic approach . 
At a stroke, this technique lets 
him off a hook and allows him to 
express his obvious gratitude for 
a long and varied climbing 
career and for the people, many 
of whom are tragically taken 
from him, he shared it with. 

The hook, rather obviously, is 
the seventeen years he spent at 
the BMC. It would have been, 
deleterious to both book and 
man if he had been forced to 
spend more time on his career 
rather than his passion. Of over 
two hundred pages, just fifteen 
are devoted to his time at the 
BMC. This account is admittedly 
selective but largely fair. The 
tortuous political labyrinth 
constructed around the position 
of General Secretary deserves 
no more attention than this. His 
long-running conflict with Ken 
Wilson provokes the most 
heartfelt observations, usually 
with reference to the latter's 
ability to shout for long periods 
of time, but by and large he 
resists what must have been 
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considerable temptation to write 
his version of the truth. Reading 
between the lines of his 
explanation of his eventual 
departure from the BMC, his 
retirement obviously caused him 
considerable anguish and his 
executive a sense of importance. 
Anarchy, I am beginning to 
believe, is permissible for 
climbers in theory, but not in 
practice. I wonder what Dennis 
now thinks of the state of that 
philosophy he first identified in 
Rope Boy: a little organisation 
and a lot of freedom. 
The one area of frustration I felt 

in reading Mountain Lover was 
Dennis Gray's attitude towards 
the youth of today. Dennis 
spends a lot of the time going 
climbing with people who are 
significantly younger than he. 
Tim Clifford (possibly the best 
technician of his generation and 
largely unknown), Tim Leech, 
Alex MacIntyre, Pete Boardman, 
Craig Smith et al provide Dennis 
with some of his happiest 
moments, but some of the 
things he says about the genus 
young person is less than 
complimentary. ' ... young 
people (are) coming into the 
sport for the physical activity of 
problem solving and technical 
mastery. The majority seemed 
to have very little feel for the 
mountain environment.' Tosh, 
Dennis, and you probably know 
it. 

Similarly, he bears homage to 
the traditional 'ard man working 
class heroism of his youth. 
'(Climbing) started with the well
heeled middle classes, then 
experienced .. . a social 
revolution with the participation 
of working class groups such as 
the Creag Dhu, the Bradford 
Lads and the Rock and Ice in the 
1930s, 1940s and 1950s. Now 
it's safe, respectable and middle 
class once more.' This is full of 
half-truths and inverted 
snobbery. The class system is 
something to be deconstructed, 
not reinforced by romantic 
reminiscences. Elsewhere in the 
book Dennis ignores the 
background of his friends and 
colleagues or at the very least 
makes gentle jokes about posh 
accents and public school boys. 
A case-of having your socialist 
cake and eating it. 

But these criticisms are slight. 
The vast majority of Mountain 
Lover is a sort of rolling Dennis 
Gray anecdote, at times funny, 
revealing, sorrowful and frankly 
unbelievable. He knows more 
people and has been to more 
places than anyone else and for 
people who haven't had the 
opportunity to spend some time 
in the pub with him, this book 
will plug the gap. My favourite 
yarn is the trip to Tanigawa
Dake in Japan which is an 
exercise in surrealism in itself. 

' ... we saw what appeared to 

Glad to be Gray 

be fishing nets made up from 
climbing ropes. "Trying to 
catch a fish or two?" I asked 
innocently. "No, Dennis San, 
they are to catch the bodies 
which emerge from the ice every 
summer. There are many dead 
climbers under here."' 

Dennis has an affable prose 
style, even-paced and readable, 
although poor proof reading 
gets in the way. The 
photographs are acceptable and 
the book has a more luxurious 
feel than many of Crowood's 
publications. The cover 
photograph I especially liked. 
Dated and with a strong, 
distancing blue cast, Gray sits 
reading, a part-time philosopher 
and a man in love with his 
chosen home. ' it is hard to give 
credence to Ken Wilson's 
criticism of Rope Boy 21 years 
ago, that Gray does not 
understand the world he lives in. 
He's cleverer, probably nastier 
than most people think, he can 
politick with the best (and worst) 
of them. But this book gives the 
impression of a man constantly 

coming to terms with himself 
and the world he moves in, 
remaining largely sensitive to 
his needs and those of others. 
Most importantly of all, he 
remains a climber. 
Ed Douglas 

The Endless Knot. K2, Mountain 
of Dreams and Destiny 
by Kurt Diemberger 
Grafton 1991 £25 
Translated from the German by 
Audrey Salkeld. Winner of the 
Premier ltas literary prize. 

So the old warhorse has the last 
word on the K2 ascents and 
tragedies half a decade ago in 
1986. Well he might, for he 
fought the whole campaign, 
from Base Camp to summit with 
Julie Tullis and the other 
groups, back to the top camp, 
and eventually down in the final 
desperate retreat with (Mrufka) 
Dobroslawa Wolf and Willi 
Bauer, finishing alone, 
frostbitten, grieving the loss of 
companions and beloved Julie, 



Diemberger Catharsis 

wracked with memory upon 
memory. Events tumble upon 
events, the romantic drive of this 
veteran asserts and reasserts 
itself, a grandfather still battling 
with old demons and new loves, 
to a King Lear-like culmination. 
It must have been an agony to 
write, a form of expiation, as he 
questioned fateful decisions and 
actions, always seeking to act in 
tune with an obtuse and cruel 
destiny. 
Those who wonder what 

mountaineering might be about 
should read this book. 
Admittedly to an English reader 
the romantic language smacks 
of another century, before the 
paring down of modernity and 
its sparer aftermath. Far cry 
from 'TheAscentofF6, W. H. 
Auden and Christopher 
Isherwood's play on such 
seemingly outmoded matters, 
performed with music by 
Benjamin Britten in February 
1937. In mountain writing this 
problem remains shelved as the 
shadow of Wordsworth and his 
generation still conditions many 
Anglo-American reactions to the 
natural world even when the 
City claims to have banished 
naturalistic fallacies. Fast as one 
set of illusions is interred, others 
spring up to replace them, so 
often now in quasi-religious 
green form, or in the 
resurrection of deities' thought 
interred as superstition, like 
Buddhism. The hard nosed 
might shy away from the 
allusive language, the 
metaphors and celebrations of 
mountain and natural 
phenomena. They will remain 
impressed by the sheer 
constructive effort which 
underpins the ascents described 
in this book, the filming and 
writing activities which in part 
susta ined and justified them, 
and the human battle against 
the odds which the whole 
project entailed . Not least of 
these was the task of making 
sense of the enormity of the 
events on K2 once they were 
over, in the midst of a human 
storm of sorrow, 
misunderstanding and 
incomprehension. Not only was 
the writer buffeted by opinion, 
claim and counter claim, he was 
himself ravaged by his own 
experience and by death, most 
of all that of Julie with whom he 
had been through so much 
adventure and danger. One 
formed an impression of 
deepest grieving for long after 
the event. It was only slightly 
masked by his habitual mobility 
and continued commitment to 
mountaineering ventures. Yet a 
once talkative and cheerful man, 
who considered rightly that fate 
had been kind, fell into a kind of 
silence, and reacted with 
understandable irritability to 
interruption of his reverie. 

The message of the book 
suggests that the worst might be 
over. It records joyful plans and 
dangerous journeys to K2 from 
both sides, the successful Italian 
ascent of the north ridge, second 
after the Japanese, and Julie 
and Kurt's attempt and retreat . 
It goes on to detail their first 
effort, and successful film
making on K2, and the repeat of 
Broad Peak with Julie, so many 
years after Kurt's first ascent 
with Hermann Buhl in 1957. 
Then unfolds the final fateful 
ascent. Of the details of that 
harrowing experience it stands 
as the main record alongside 
Willi Bauer's book and less 
circulated expedition records, 
like that of the Korean climbers. 
It seeks to assess the causes of 
the delays at camp 4 on August 
3rd, when a suitable summit day 
remained unused by most 
present because of overcrowded 
tents, and gives enough detail to 
allow the reader some basis 
upon which to interpret the 
process. There is countering of 
what are thought to be the 
errors made in other accounts, 
and the resulting narrative bears 
witness to a painstaking 
reconstruction by the author. 
His commitment to his project 
supports a story with all the 
hallmarks of authenticity. 
"There are always those who 
could have 'told you so' (they 
exist in their thousands!) ; there 
are also others who, using 
respect for the dead as an 
excuse, want to draw the final 
line under every human tragedy 
- something only time can do. 
The voices of the dead do not 
demand reverential silence, but 
rather an appreciation of what 
happened to prevent it doing so 
again ." 
Diemberger has always 
succeeded in conveying the 
excitement of success, as well as 
the painful experience of 
setbacks and disappointments. 
In this his account of the ascents 
of Broad Peak and K2 remain 
admirable, while he is prepared 
to reveal fear, self-doubt, anger 
and misery in himself, and a 
whole gamut of behaviour and 
feelings among his companions . 
In the unfolding tragedy after 
the ascent, the fading faculties 
of his companions and the 
horror as mortal weakness 
encroaches upon them is told in 
detail which some may find hard 
to stomach. Yet in the telling 
there is the cleansing of tragedy, 
for the reader and one hopes for 
the author himself. The shocked 
days of universal surmise and 
over-hasty speculation are gone. 
The early miscalculations which 
closed the escape route later are 
made plain, while fate 's 
necessary hand plays a part in 
exacerbating the consequences 
beyond levels that anyone 
anticipated. 

Diem berger exercises care and 
wisdom in weighing the scales 
among the human participants, 
a process which cannot have 
been easy. Excesses of 
ambition, of the wrong kind, 
invite disapproval , as does 
unfairness in use of resources 
and mistakes which then involve 
other climbers in difficulty and 
discomfort. Fairness, 
independence and prescience on 
the mountain are lauded, as in 
the end is the capacity for mere 
survival when even that seemed 
impossible. 
There may be those who will 

be able to retain a 
controversialist view upon 
reading this moving, painful, yet 
still dreaming and inspired book. 
Quite apart from its powerful 
illustration, useful appendices, 
good printing and generous 
format, I cannot be among them. 
My respect for the participants, 
dead and alive, and all too easy 
identification with their 
problems, and the hope that 
remains the essential message 
of this powerful account, pre
empts all nitpicking . These 
experiences were enough to 
drive anyone beyond the 
borders of sanity as well as life. 
If Kurt Diemberger has restored 
to himself a certain equilibrium 
in the understanding of these 
dire events as well as rendering 
them comprehensible to others, 
he has fulfilled more than 
anyone could reasonably have 
expected. This reader can only 
salute his fortitude, and be 
grateful. 
Paul Nunn 

The Pundits 
by Derek Waller 
Univ. Press of Kentucky $30.00 

In July 1807, seated on a raft in 
the middle of the river at Tilsit, 
Napoleon proposed to Tsar 
Alexander of Russia that they 
should make a joint invasion of 
India by way of Central Asia. 
The invasion never happened, of 
course, but as the century 
advanced so did the Russian 
armies across the high plateaux 
and remote icy ranges that lay at 
the heart of a continent. One by 
one the Khanates fell: Tashkent 
1865, Samarkand and Bokhara 
1868, Khiva 1873, Kokand 1875 
and Merv 1884. The British were 
alarmed as the tide crept ever 
nearer to India; the jewel in the 
Empire's crown. 
The British could do one of two 

things: sit tight and defend the 
existing borders of India should 
the need arise, or push forward 
themselves to meet the 
Russians, thus ensuring that any 
fighting took place beyond'the 
borders of India. This forward 
policy was eventually adopted, 
though not until the very end of 
the century with the occupation 

of Hunza, Chitral and Tirah . By 
then, however, the Great Game, 
as it was called, was virtually 
played out and all that remained 
was the incredible fortitude and 
heroism of some of those who 
took part. 

And amongst these were the 
pundits, the subject of this 
fascinating book by an American 
professor, Derek Waller. The 
pundits came about because 
virtually nothing was known of 
the lands beyond the Himalaya. 
Not only the Khanates, ruled by 
fanatical despots who tended to 
execute any European on sight, 
but also the wide, high lands of 
Tibet were unknown. To the 
Survey of India, based at Dehra 
Dun this was an irresistible 
challenge . One feels that the 
Great Game or even trade (who 
was there to trade with in those 
vast empty spaces?) mattered 
little to the Survey; they simply 
wanted geographical 
knowledge; they couldn't bear to 
see a blank on the map. 

Since it was virtually 
impossible for European 
surveyors to travel these 
forbidden lands, the idea of 
using Indian surveyors, 
travelling in disguise, was put 
forward by Captain T.G. 
Montgomerie of the Great 
Trigonometrical Survey (GTS). 
It was to prove highly 
successful. For thirty years 
following the first journey by 
Abdul Hamid to Yarkand in 1863, 
Indian pundits (the word means 
schoolmaster and came from 
the code word name for one of 
the earliest pundits, Nain Singh) 
explored the forbidden lands. 
Each pundit was trained in 
surveying and provided with 
sextant, compass and 
thermometer. He was taught to 
walk at a standard pace of 2000 
steps to the mile and to count 
the steps on 'rosary' beads. 
Records were kept on strips of 
paper concealed in a prayer 
wheel. Once in the field all 
observations had to be done in 
the strictest secrecy, or 
imprisonment and death were 
likely as they would be branded 
spies - which indeed they were . 
They were frequently away 

from Dehra Dun for years at a 
time, but they reached some 
remarkable places and came 
back with observations that 
were amazingly accurate . Nor 
did most of them come out of it 
too badly; they were honoured 
by gold watches and medals 
from many geographical bodies 
and the government gave them 
pensions and grants of land. 
But this is not really why they 
did what they did - like their 
employers in the Survey, the 
pundits simply wanted to find 
out what lay over the last blue 
mountain. 
The author traces in great 

detail the itineraries of the 
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famous pundits, their trails and 
triumphs. The passes of the 
Karakoram and the Pamirs, the 
secrets of the Takla Makan and 
mysterious Lop Nor - the 
pundits reached the very limits 
of the known world and went 
beyond. As one geographical 
savant put it, their success was 
equal to anything Livingstone or 
Speke did in Africa . 
The book is illustrated with a 

few photographs and maps but 
it could have done with more. 
Derek Waller has not been well 
served in this respect, but he 
writes well and has produced a 
fascinating book essential to 
anyone interested in Himalayan 
exploration. 
Walt Unsworth 

Visitors Climbing Guide to 
Dartmoor 
by Paul Twomey (Layout by 
Dominic Wade; Diags by Ali 
Wade) 
Pub. by The Wide Blue Yonder 
£1 .50 (1.75 inc p&p) - all profits 
to BMC access fund 

By no means comprehensive, or 
for that matter selective, this 
little pamphlet allows the locals 
to have some knowledge of the 
state of play on the Moor. When 
used in conjunction with the 
long out of print, and now totally 
out of stock South Devon and 
Dartmoor guide, it means that 
all the BMC "New Climbs" 
booklets don't have to be 
dragged along as well, not that 
any of the locals, or indeed the 
British climbing public bought 
any anyway! It's succinct, 
functional , cheap and as an 
interim it measures up to the 
job. 
Nick White 

LETTERS 
Wild Country Foundation 
Wild Country Foundation 
from Mark Vallance 

Wild Country has decided to 
endow a fund, to be known as 
The Wild Country Foundation, to 
promote boldness and 
adventure in our sport and to 
promote protection of, and 
respect for, our crags and 
mountains. 
Wild Country has been 

forthright in condemning 
attitudes towards climbing that 
it believes are detrimental to our 
sport and has refused to 
sponsor professional activities 
that are not supported by an 
amateur 'grass roots' structure 
as found in other sports. Unlike 
most sports, rock climbing does 
not lend itself easily to formal 
competition on a week to week 
basis, as other competitive 
sports do. However, there are 
many good climbers who have 
contributed greatly to the 
development of rock climbing 
and mountaineering without any 
expectation of reward. A 
proportion of the Foundation 's 
funds will be directed as a 
'reward' to such activists who 
have made impressive or 
inspiring climbs in a style that 
enhances the reputation of 
mountaineering, in the hope that 
the recipients will go and do 
more of the same, to encourage 
them to visit other climbing 
areas, and to lecture on or make 
films about real climbing . 

The remainder of the fund will 
be directed at fostering respect 
for the mountain environment 
and helping to solve problems 
of access and -erosion with a 
view to promoting the 
reputation of climbing and 
mountaineering to the world at 
large. 

It should be noted that 
applications should not be made 
to the Foundation for 
sponsorship for expeditions or 
climbing activities - there are 

other sources of funds for this 
purpose. However applications 
will be received for suitable 
projects in the area of 
protecting, conserving or 
enhancing the mountain 
environment. 

There has been some 
confusion regarding Wild 
Country's view of 'bolting' and 
'climbing walls'. As climbers we 
like to use climbing walls and 
we enjoy doing 'clip-ups'. Both 
can be fun and both are 
beneficial in developing strength 
and technique. We are awed by 
the feats of power and 
gymnastics that they have 
engendered and respect the 
advances that they have brought 
to climbing generally. Both 
have their places in our sport. 
Our concern with bolting is the 
danger that its uncontrolled 
proliferation will degrade both 
the climbing environment and 
the climbing experience. 
Boldness and adventure should 
always be a part of real 
climbing . 

In 1990 Torno Cesen made the 
first ascent, solo, of the most 
coveted mountain face in the 
world, the South Face of Lhotse. 
The Wild Country Foundation 's 
inaugural act is to fund Cesen 's 
lecture at the British 
Mountaineering Council's 

. International Conference at 
Buxton in March 1991 . 
Mark Vallance 
Derbyshire. 

Everest Please? 
from Dhruva Hein 
Dear Sir, 

I would be grateful to receive 
any information concerning the 
availability of permits for 
Everest for either pre- or post
monsoon in 1994 or 1995. 

Please contact - 86-10 148 St. , 
Briarwood, NY 11435, USA. 
Yours, 
Dhruva Hein 



American Alpine lnstituteLtd. 
CLIMBING IN NORTH AMERICA 

Rock Climbing: Joshua Tree, Bugaboos, Squamish, White 
Mountains, Red Rock, Cascades, Baja Mexico. 

Alpine Mountaineering · 12, 24, & 36-day courses including 
ascents & comprehensive instruction on rock, snow, & ice. 
No previous experience required . Cascades, Ecuador, Alaska. 

Summer Ice Climbing - Comprehensive coverage of advanced 
skills & state-of-the-art techniques for all snow & ice types. 
Previous experience required . Cascades & Alaska. 

Expedition Training - Himalayan & Alpine styles of ascent. 
Guided Climbs - 2 to 10-day trips on the classic routes of 

North America; all technical levels; beautiful alpine traverses. 

BOLIVIA, ECUADOR, & PATAGONIA 
Bolivia's Cordillera Real - Ascents of 17 ,000'-21,200' peaks; 

optional basic & advanced instructional itineraries. Acclimati
zation at Machu Picchu , Lake Titicaca, & Bolivia's Altiplano. 

Ecuador - 2-week trips on peaks 18,997' to 20,561'; optional 
instructional itinerary . Acclimatization visiting highland markets 
& hiking on the Equator; hot springs; Galapagos option. 

Fitzroy & Torres del Paine National Parks - Parkland & 
glacier backpacking; alpine climbs at basic & more advanced 
levels near the towers ; Patagonia Ice Cap; trek only or climb. 

EXPEDITIONS 
McKinley, Aconcagua, Arna Dablam, Ancohuma, Illimani 

SPRING & FALL IN NEPAL 
Everest Area Climbing & Trekking - Including Gokyo Valley , 

Kala Patar , Everest Base & Lhotse Valley; trek only or 
ascend Lobuche (20,076') & Island Peak (20,306'). 

Annapurna Area Climbing • Including Marsyandi Valley , 
Thorong La, Tibetan frontier, trek only or ascend Chulu West 
(21,060'), Thorong (20,096'), & Muktinath (21 ,021 '). 

For free brochures coll or write: 
AAI, 1212 24th W-29, Bellingham, WA 98225 

206-671-1505 

SNOW NEWS IS 
GOOD NEWS! 

Winter Climbs, Ben Nevis & 
Glencoe 

New revised edition 
illustrated in colour 

by Alan Kimber 
£9.95 ( pp55p) 

(Available Now) 

Ski Touring in Scotland 
Ski tours throughout the 

Highlands 
Angela Oakley 
£7.95 (pp55p) 
(Available March 1st) 

CICERONE 
POLICE SQUARE, MILNTHORPE, CUMBRIA. 

THERE IS ONLY ONE 

... TRUKLIP ... 
Main features include ... 
1- Narrow nose profile for easy clipping of small bolt 

hangers. 
2- Extra wide gate opening for easy clipping of ropes. 
3- Unique back profile for easy grip. 

4- Available with bent or straight gate. 
5- The special section 'lightning' back keeps weight to a 

minimum -48 gms-whilst maintaining a high gate 
open strength. 

6- Individually batch numbered for identification & 
traceability. 

7 - DMM's stringent quality assurance system ensures 
that all products exceed international safety 
standards! 

BEWARE OF IMITATIONS! 
... The Finest Karabiners 

In The World ... 

INTERNATIONAL LTD 

Y GLYN, LLANBERIS, 
GWYNEDD LL55 4EL U.K. 

TEL: 0286 872222 
FAX: 0286 872090 



SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

Thde Sshkops mark_ed (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
an I-ing Equipment 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. 
(C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224 636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road 
Tel. 061 928 6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies 
Climbers Shop 
Compston Corner 
Tel. 05394 32297 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd. 
9/10 Grampian Road 
PH22 1 RH 
Tel. 0479 810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. 0479 656 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports Eqt. 
The Outdoor Centre 
70 High Street 
Tel. 0232 238572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232 248877 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop 
18/19 Snowhill Oueensway, 4 
Tel . 021 236 6816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports 
14 - 16 Priory House 
Oueensway 4 
Tel. 021 236 8280 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre 
193 Church Street 
Tel. 0253 24307 

Bolton 
Haute Montagne Ltd . 
10 Manor Street 
Tel. 0204 386251 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports 
4 Jacob Street 
Manchester Rd 5 
Tel. 0274 72867.4 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd . 
BN24AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street (corner of 
Church Street), BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road 
Tel. 0272 741157 
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Bristol 
Taunton Leisure 
72 Bedminster Parade 
BS3 4HL 
Tel. 0272 637640 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street 
Tel. 0282 36816 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Road CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223 356207 

Cambridge 
Open Air Cambridge Ltd . 
11 Green St. 
CB2 3JU 
Tel. 0223 324666 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown 
The Climbing Shop 
Tel. 06904 205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904 232 

Carlisle 
Dennis English 
141 Lowther Street 
Tel. 0228 30239 

Cheltenham 
Backpacker Systems 
44 Winchcombe St. 
(Opp. the Odeon), GL52 2ND 
Tel. 0242 42200 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham 
7 Northgate Street 
Tel. 0244 318311 

Chesterfield 
Great Outdoors 
195 Chatsworth Rd. 
S40 2BA 
Tel. 0246 220287 
Fax. 0246 220287 

Chesterfield 
Wilderness Ways 
26/28 Park Road, S40 1 XZ 
Tel. 0246 201437 

Cirencester 
Cotswold Camping 
Broadway Lane, South Cerney 
G_los. GL7 5UQ 
Tel . 0285 860612 
Fax. 0285 860483 

Darlington 
Wild Trak 
155 Northgate 
Tel. 0325 286 917 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd. 
85/89 King Street, DE1 3EE (S) 
Tel . 0332365650 · 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski & Climb 
47 O-ueen St. DE 1 3DE 
Tel. 0332 295100 

Doncaster 
DMC Mountain Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Road (S) 
Tel. 0302 341756 

Dundee 
David Low Sports Co. Ltd . 
21 Commercial Street (M) (S) 
Tel. 0382 24501 /2 

Edinburgh 
Nevi sport 
81 Shandwick Place 
EH2 4SD 
Tel. 031 2291197 

Elgin 
Keith Johnson Outdoor Sports 
61 High Street 
Tel. 0343 49064 

Forres 
Moray Mountain Sports 
7 North St. 
IV36 0AD 
Tel. 0309 74789 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd. 
High Street 
PH33 6EJ (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397 4921 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports 
99 Great Western Road 
Tel. 041 332 5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041 332 4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp. 
72 High St. West 
Tel. 0457 854766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. 0479 2946 

Harrogate 
Wilderness Ways 
71 Station Parade, HG1 1ST 
Tel. 0423 62874 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433 51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports 
9/ 11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG 
Tel. 0463 238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road. 
Tel. 0596 73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road 
Tel. 0524 66610 

Leeds 
Centres port 
57 /59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel. 0532 452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate 
Tel. 0532 444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner Mountain Sports 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533 5519°52 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 709 6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street 
Tel. 0286 870 327 

Llanberis 
Outside 
Old Baptist Chapel 
High St. 

Tel. 0286 871534 

London 
Alpine Sports 
215 Kensington High Street, W8 
Tel. 071 938 1911 

London 
Alpine Sports 
456 - 458 The Strand, WC2 
Tel. 071 839 5161 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd . 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden, WC2E 7HE 
Tel. 071 240 9577/8 (C) (M) (S) 

London 
Cotswold Camping 
42/44 Uxbridge Road 
Shepherds Bush, W12 8ND 
Tel. 081 7 43 2976 
Fax. 0817401490 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
150 Holborn 
(Corner Grays Inn Road) , E1 
Tel 071 831 6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
188 Kensington High St. W8 7RG 
Tel. 071 937 0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Alpine Sports 
12 - 14 St. Mary's Gate, M1 1PX 
Tel. 061 832 5956 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4 
Tel. 061 834 0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Cotswold Camping 
6 Oxford Road, M1 50A 
Tel. 0612364123 
Fax. 061 236 5851 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac 
56 North Parade 
Tel. 0629 3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways 
100 Newport Road 
Tel. 0642 248916 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre 
34 Dean Street, NE 1 1 PG (C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 
091 221 0770 (Mail Order) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wild Trak, 
60 - 62 St. Andrew's St. NE1 5SF 
Tel. 091 2618 582 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings 
NE1 1RF 
Tel. 0632 24941 



Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd . 
13 - 17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner 
Mountain Sports 
120 Derby Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0602 417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite 
Rhodes Bank, Oldham OL 1 1TA 
Tel. 061 620 3900 

Perth 
Mountain Man Supplies 
14, Charlotte Street, 
PH1 5LL 
Tel. 0738 32368 (C)(M) 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure 
29 Lincoln Road PE1 2RH 
Tel. 0733 41381 

Plymouth 
Mountain Action 
50 Faraday Mill 
Prince Rock, PL4 OST 
Tel. 0752 226923 

Plymouth 
The Wide Blue Yonder 
107 North Hill , PL4 8JX 
Tel. 0752 227264 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd. 
40- 41 Lune St. 
Tel. 0772 821903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre 
99 Caversham Road 
Tel. 0734 55589 

Reading 
Cotswold Camping 
213 London Road RG1 3NY 
Tel. 0734 68881 
Fax. 0734 351122 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd. 
41 Bell Street, RH2 7 AB 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd . 
343 London Road . 
Tel. 0742 556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre 
Coach Street. Tel. 0756 4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping 
118 High Street, SG1 3DW 
Tel. 0438 353086 (C) (M) 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate 
Tel. 061 480 3660 

Stony Stratford 
The Outdoor Shop 
14 High Street 
Milton Keynes, 
MK11 1AF 
Tel. 0908 568913 (C) (M) 

Swansea 
Taunton Leisure 
206 High St. 
SA1 1PE 
Tel. 0792 476515 

Taunton 
Taunton Leisure 
40 East Reach , TA 1 3ES 
Tel. 0823 331875 

Walsall 
White Mountain 
31 Stafford Street 
Tel . 0922 722422 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406 229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd . 
9 Colliergate 
Tel. 0904 39567 

UNITED STATES 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works 
3049 Adeline, 94703 
Tel. 415 849 0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face 
2804 Telegraph Ave. 94705 
Tel. 415 548 1371 

California: Costa Mesa 
The North Face 
Crystal Court in South Coast 
Plaza, 
3333 Bear St., #332 
92626 
Tel. 714 556 0540 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213 790 2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face 
383 University Ave ., 94301 
Tel. 415 327 1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernadino 
Sports Country Ltd . 
222 North G Street, Suite B 
92401 
Tel. 714 825 2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc. 
4620 Alvarado Canyon Road 
92120 
Tel. 714 283 2374 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering 
173 South Washington, 95370 
Tel. 209 532 5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer 
1329 Broadway, 80302 
Tel. 303 442 8355 
(C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
North Face 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303 
Tel. 303 499 1731 

Colorado: Broomfield 
Lowe Alpine Systems 
PO Box 1449 
620 Compton, 80020. 

Colorado: Denver 
North Face 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd. 
80222 
Tel. 303 758 6366 

N .H.: lntervale 
Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc. 
RT 16, Box 206 03845 
Tel. 603 356 3042 

N.H.: Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment 
Main Street 03860 
Tel. 603 356 5287 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters 
21 Park Place, 10007 
Tel. 212 227 1760 (C) (M) 

Utah: Moab 
Rim Cyclery, 
94 West 100 North 84532 
Tel. 801 259 5333 

Vermont: Shelburne 
Climb High 
1861 Shelburne Road , 05482 
Tel. 802 985 5055 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works 
827 Bellevue Way N.E . 98004 
Tel. 206 453 1515 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122 
Tel. 206 323 8333 (C)(M)(S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest 
3320 Meridian Ave., N., 98103 
Tel. 206 633 0408 (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face 
1023 1st Ave. 98104 
Tel. 206 622 4111 

Washington: Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply 
3730 South Pine 98409 
Tel. 206 472 4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering 
Main Square 
(P.O. Box 1533) 83001 
Tel. 307 733 3595 (C) (M) (S) 

AUSTRALIA 

A.C.T. Braddon 
Mountain Designs 
7 Lonsdale Street, 2601 
Tel. (062) 267 488 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St. 
Braddon, 2601 
Tel. (06) 257 3883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W .: Chatswood 
Travel & Trekking Equipment 
272 Victoria Avenue 
2067 
Tel. 02 419 6955 

N.S.W.: Jindabyne 
Paddy Pallin 
Kosciusko R., 2627 
Tel. (064) 56 2922 (S) (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty . Ltd ., 
527 Kingsway, 2228 
Tel. (02) 525 6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Kathmandu Pty. Ltd . 
Town Hall Arcade 
Cnr. Kent & Bathurst Sts . 
Tel. (02) 261 8901 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd . 
291 Sussex St., 2000 
Tel. 02 264 3146 
Fax. 02 264 2645 

N.S.W.:Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
494 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd. , 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2685 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment) 
327 Sussex St. 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker 
138 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006 
Tel. (07) 252 4408 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs 
99 Albert Street, 4000 
Tel. (07) 211 6756 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Mountain Designs 
185 Pulteney Street, 5000 
Tel. (08) 232 0690 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pall in 
228 Rundle St. 5000 
Tel. (08) 232 3155 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
76 Elizabeth St., 7000 
Tel. (002) 310 777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin 
59 Brisbane St., 7250 
Tel. (003) 31 4240 (C) (S) 

Victoria: Box Hill 
Paddy Pallin 
8 Market St., 3128 
Tel. (03) 898 8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123 
Tel. (03) 882 7229 

Victoria: Hawthorn 
Mountain Designs 
654B Glenferrie Rd. 3122 
Tel. (03) 818 1544 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports 
360 Lonsdale Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 1177 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu Pty. Ltd 
78 Hardware St. 
Tel. (03) 642 1942 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Mountain Designs 

377 Little Bourke St., 3000 
Tel. (03) 67 8238 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty Ltd. 
360 Little Bourke St., 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia: Perth 
Mountain Designs 
862 Hay St., 6000 
Tel. (09) 322 4938 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
Shop 1, 891 Hay St. 6000 
Tel. (09) 321 2666 

BELGIUM 

Leuven - Hasselt 
Kariboe C.V. 
Naamsesteenweg 86, B-3030 
Tel. 32/16 - 23.07.72 

32/ 11 - 81.76.39 
Fax. 32/16 - 20.54.46 
(C)(M)(S) 
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CANADA 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
1009 4th Avenue S.W. 
T2P OKS 
Tel. 403 269 2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
428 West 8th Ave., V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604 872 8247 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
35 Front Street East, M4E 1 B3 
Tel. (416) 363 0122 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee 
2159 Est Rue Ste. Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524 1106 

DENMARK 

Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Schop) 
Algade 54, 9000 
Tel. 98 13 87 33 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Banegaardsgade 16 
Tel. 86 13 36 13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt. 
Brolaeggerstraede 6 
DK-1211, K. 
Tel. 33 32 00 82 Fax. 31 86 16 06 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. 33 12 55 22 Fax. 42 52 77 10 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. 42 87 04 67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Kongensgade 55, 5000 C 
Tel. 6611 2418 

Taastrup 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
City 2, Plan 1, Nr.134, 2630 
Tel. 43 71 74 71 

GERMANY 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck 
Sendlinger Str. 85 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment & 
Services 
1st Floor, 13 Saigon Street, 
Yaumatei, Kowloon 
Tel.7820200,7820202 
Fax. 852 7823661 
Telex . 71947 HYBME HX 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre 1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St. 
Mongkok, Kowloon.Tel. 3-848190 
Telefax. 852-3-7707110 

Mountain Services lnt'I Ltd ., 
1st Floor 
168 Des Voeux Road 
Central 
Tel. 541 -8876 
Fax. 541-7994 

NETHERLANDS 
Den Haag 
Bever Zwerfsport 
Erdman Schmidt 
Calandplein 4, 2521 AB 
Tel. 070-3883700 
Fax. 070-3800881 
Telx. 33524 BEVER NL 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Christchurch 
235 High Street (Head Office) 
Tel. 667 148/661 048 
Fax (64 3) 665375 
8 Stores Nationwide 

Christchurch 
Bivouac (Head Office) 
76 Cashel St. 
Tel. (643) 663 197 
Fax. (643) 669 240 
Retail Stores: Auckland, 
Wellington 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd. 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall 
Tel. 0064 03 666 211 (C) (M) 
Fax. 0064 03 666 211 

NORWAY 

Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948 
5001 
Tel. 05 31 1290 

Hemsedal 
Scand inavian Mountaineering 
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Tel. 91 .253.05.31 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm 
Basecamp 
Fleminggatan 34, 112 32 
Tel. (046) 08 516199 
Fax (046) 08 511688 
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A'Chailleach; 129-15 
A.C.T.; 128-11 
AAC Response to Buchanan letter from 
Glenn E. Porzak; 130-50 
Abbet, L.; 131 -7 
Abril, Peter; 129-7 
Access: Cairngorms, England, Wales: 135-
16/17 
Aconcagua: article Everest it Ain't by Robert 
Anderson; 129-34 to 37 
Adams, Ansel; 126-36 
Adams, Pat; 127-16, 133-12 
Addison, Tom; 131 -11 
Adelaide Hills; 128-10 
Adirondacks: Climbing in the Adirondacks 
guidebook by Don Mellor; 130-42 
Affleck Gray: book The Big Grey Man of Ben 
Macdhui. Myth or Monster?; reviewed 131 -47 
Africa 's Mountains of the Moon book by 
Guy Yeoman; reviewed 136-47 
AFS Expedition Boot Report; 125-44/45 
Aguja St. Exupery; 125-13 
Agullo, Juan; 125-12 
Aiguille d'Argentiere: 

N. Face; 125-15 
Les Gardes du Plateau; 131 -7 
Le Minaret; 131 -7 

Aiguille d'Orny; 131 -7 
Aiguille de Leschaux; 127-18 
Aiguille de Plan: E. Face; 125-15 
Aiguille de Praz Torrent; 125-16 
Aiguille de Roe: S. Face; 125-15 
Aiguille de Talefre: N. Couloir; 125-15 
Aiguille des PE!lerins: Point 2817m; S.E. 
Ridge; 125-16 
Aiguille du Chardonnet: Migot Spur; 125-15 
Aiguille du Fou: S. Face; 125-15/16 
Aiguille du Midi; 125-15 Cosmiques Spur & 
Ridge; 125-15 

N. Face; 125-15, 127-18 
S.W. Face; 125-16 

Aiguille du Petit Dru ; 126-cover 
Aiguille du Requin: Point 2851m; 131 -7 
Aiguille Noire de Peuterey: Tete des 
Chasseurs; 131 -7 
Aiguille Pierre a Joseph: Point 2940m; 125-
16 
Aiguille Poincenot; 130-Cover/130-20(illus)/ 
22(illus)/23(illus)/ 25(+illus) 

E. Face; 130-2 4 (topo) 
S.W. Ridge; 130-24 (topo) 

Aiguille Verte: Nant Blanc Route; 127-18 
Aisthorpe, Steve; 127-20/21 
Ak Su; 136-32(il lus); article Back in the 
USSR; 136-32 to 37 
Alaska: book High Alaska. A Historical 
Guide to Denali, Mount Foraker and Mount 
Hunter by Jonathan Waterman (route 
photographs by Bradford Washburn); 
reviewed 128-4 7 
Alaudin; 126-17 
Albany Area; 128-11 
Albert, Kurt; 126-15, 132-39/41 
Albet, Henri; 126-14 
Albuquerque Area; 135-11 
Aldai, Pablo; 125-11, 126-12 
Aldaz, Kolda; 125-12 
Aliberti, Elaine; 127-18 
All Eight Thousanders book by Reinhold 
Messner; reviewed 125-46 
Allardin, P.; 131 -7 
Alledrege, Robbers; 130-12 
Allen, John; 125-18, 128-13, 129-13, 132-14, 
134-13 
Allen, Rick; 125-11 
Allen, Sandy; 136-16 
Allison, Stacey; 125-10 
Almscliffe; 135-15 
Alpine Climbing book by John Barry; 
reviewed 128-47 
Alpine Club; 130-8 
Alps; 125-15, 131 -6, 132-12; Summer 
Season 1988; 125-15; 
Winter 1988/89; 127-18 

Western Alps; 131 -6 
Alsop, Simon; 130-18, 135-16 
Alston, Clark; 127-45 
Altai; 136-12 
Alvarez, Alex; 127-17 
Am Buachaille; 127-36(+illus) 
Arna Dablam; 127-12/ 13(illus) 

S.E. Ridge; 131 -5 
S.W. Ridge; 136-12 

American Fork Canyon; 136-13 (+ map)/ 14 
Anachkova, Svetla; 126-13 
Anderson, Bob; 130-17 
Anderson, Chris; 129-16, 131 -13, 136-15/16 
Anderson, Dave; 130-12, 131 -11 
Anderson, Jay; 131 -11 
Anderson, Mark: book On the Big Hill, A 
Non-Climber's Everest; reviewed 126-46 
Anderson, Rab; 127-19/20/21, 129-16/ 17, 130-
13(illus)/14, 131 -12 (illus)/13/14, 136-15/16 
Anderson, Robert; 129-38; article Everest it 
Ain't; 129-34 to 37 
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Andren, Birger;136-13 
Andrews, Pam; 135-13 
Andrews, Steve; 127-14 
Ang Dannu Sherpa; 128-14 
Ang Dawa Sherpa; 126-12, 131 -5, 132-10 
Ang Dorje Sherpa; 125-12 
Ang Jangbu Sherpa; 125-12 
Ang Kami Sherpa; 127-12 
Ang Kami; 134-8 
Ang Kazi Sherpa; 127-13 
Ang Lhakpa (aka Lhakpa Neru); 132-11 
Ang Lhakpa; 127-13 
Ang Ongchu Sherpa; 125-12 
Ang Rinzi Sherpa; 125-12 
Ang Rita Sherpa; 125-10 
Ang Rita ; 134-8 
Ang Zambu Sherpa; 134-9 
Anhangava; 126-45 
Anker, Daniel; 125-15/16, 130-23 to 25, 131 -6/7 
Annapurna 1: 

N. Face; 125-11 ; Dutch Rib; 125-11 , 131 -5 
N. Flank; 126-12 
N. Side; 128-15 
N.W. Face; 126-12 
N.W. Ridge; 125-11 
W. Face; 125-11 
S. Face; 128-15, 132-11 
E. Ridge; 125-11 
Dutch Route; 132-11 
French Route; 125-11 
Polish Route; 132-11 
Chamonix Celebrates Annapurna Climb 

overview by Chris Bonington; 134-14/15 
Annapurna 1 East: 

S. Face; 126-12 
East Ridge; 126-12 

Annapurna 2; 131-5 
Annapurna 3: E. Ridge; 125-1 l(illus)/12 
Annapurna 4: E. Ridge; 131 -5 
Annapurna Himal ; 127-30 
Anson, Steve; 131 -15/16 
Anstey's Cove; 132-15 
Antarctica; 125-8; letter A Free Antarctica? 
from Stephen Maier; 132-48 
Anthoine, Mo obit.; 130-18(+i llus)/19 
Antonovich, Ivan; 135-42/43 
Anything is Possible book by Leo Dickinson; 
reviewed 129-48/49 
Aonach Beag; 127-20, 132-12/13(+ illus)/14 
Aonach Dubh;127 -19 
Aonach Mor; 127-20, 131 -13, 132-12/13/14 
Appeal to Rowland letter from Des 
Hannigan; 132-47 
Aprin, Hoorman; 127-13 
Arapiles; 128-10 
Archer, Andy; 127-14 
Archibeque, Tom; 131 -10 
Ardmair Crags; 129-16 
Ardmair; 130-12 to 15 (illus with topos) 
Aristotle Would Have Understood article by 
John Powell ; 129-42 to 45 
Ariza, Ken; 126-19 
Armstrong, D., P. Rigby and J. White: 
Langdale guidebook; reviewed 130-44 
Armstrong, Dave; 128-11 
Armstrong, George; 127-20, 130-8, 132-13 
Armstrong, Tom; 127-18, 128-9/10 
Arnaud, Mario; 126-42/44 
Arneodo, Francesco; 127-19 
Arnold, Bernt; 126-15 
Arran, John; 133-42 
Arran: guidebook A Climbers' Guide to 
Arran, Arrochar & the Southern Highlands 
by K.V. Crocket & A. Walker; reviewed 130-
42/43 
Arrieta, Juan Carlos; 126-12 
Arrochar: guidebook A Climbers' Guide to 
Arran, Arrochar & the Southern Highlands 
by K.V. Crocket & A. Walker; reviewed 130-
42/43 
Arsentjev, Sergey; 134-9 
Ascent. The Mountaineering Experience in 
Word and Image. Edited by Allen Steck and 
Steve Roper; reviewed 131 -42 
Ashcroft; 126-21 
Ashton; 134-13 
Ashton, Steve: book Rock Climbing 
Techniques; reviewed 134-49/50; book 
North Wales - 100 Classic Climbs; reviewed 
125-48 
Ashton, Steve and Crocket, Ken: book 
Scotland and Southern Highlands - 100 
Classic Climbs; reviewed 125-48 
Ashton, Steve and Stephen Reid guidebook 
Lake District, 100 Classic Climbs; reviewed 
131 -47 
At the Sharp End book by Paul Nunn; 
reviewed 126-46 
Athans, Peter; 126-14, 134-9 
Atkinson, Martin; 130-18 
Atkinson, Ralph; 130-8 
Atkinson, Ray; 133-11 
Atta; 130-8 
Auchinstarry; 129-17 
Aucott, Dave; 134-13 
Aukana: W. Face; 125-13 
Aulhinbaugh, John; 133-11 

Ausenda, Mark; 125-40 
Australia; 125-14, 128-10/11 

A.C.1.; 128- 11 
Western Australia; 128-10/11 

Avon Gorge; 129-10/ 11 , 132- 15 
Axt, Wolfgang; 134-9 
Ayer, Terry; 128-7 
Azcona, Juan Fernando; 125-11 , 126-12 
Azoff. Andrea; 127-14/16, 133-11 

B 
Baba, Hiroyuki; 127-13 
Bachar, John; 128-7 
Back in the USSR article by Mick Fowler; 
136-32 to 37 
Badaracco, Heidi ; 133-12 
Badile Sogno nel Granito (Alf the Climbs on 
the Piz Badile) book by Renata Rossi ; 
reviewed 133-44 
Badzynski; 125-13 
Bae, Seung Youl; 134-9 
Baeyens, Ingrid ; 126-14, 134-9 
Bagness, Martin; 134-10/ 11 
Bahia State; 126-45 
Bahia, Sergio; 126-43/45 
Bailey, Brian; 131 -11 
Baintha Brakk (See Ogre) 
Baker, Mike; 135-12 
Baker, Rich; 127-16 
Bal Chish Massif; 126-15 
Baldwinn, John; 127-15 
Bale, A., 126-16 
Ball, Gary; 128-14, 134-9 
Ballantine, Simon; 126-34 
Ballerini, Marco; 130-23 
Balliger, M. ; 131 -7 
Balmashanner Quarry; 129-17 
Ba/taro, Wild Side article by Mike Searle; 
135-26 to 31 (+illus & map) 
Bamford Edge; 134-13 
Ban y Gor; 126-20 
Bancroft, Steve; 129-13, 130-18 
Baranek, Janusz; 126-15 
Barber, Gregory; 132-10 
Barbera, Fernando; 126-42 
Barcus, Marty; 131 -10 
Bargoed; 129-12 
Barker, Andy; 129-13, 130-18 
Barker, Brian; 125-13 
Barker, Giles; 129-12 
Barnett, Mike; 131 -10 
Barnthaler, Hans; 131 -§ 
Baron, C.; 131 -16 
Baron, R.; 131-16 
Baroody, Christian; 130-9 
Barpu Glacier; 130-8 
Barrat, Christopher; 125-16 
Barrell, Dave; 134-13 
Barrett, Nick; 127-20, 132-13 
Barry, John; 126-14, 130-8; book Alpine 
Climbing; reviewed 128-47 
Barten, Tony; 128-11 
Bartlett, Alan; 131 -10, 133-11/12 
Bartlett, Phil; 126-15/16 
Bartlett, Steve; 131 -10 
Bartley, Mark; 132-15 
Barton, John; 134-14 
Barton, Jon; 130-15 
Bartray, Simon; 135-16 
Baruntse: S.E. Ridge; 131 -5 
Bashers Harbour; 127-45 
Bassanini, G.; 131 -6 
Basson, Michael; 126-15 
Batard, Marc; 125-10, 127-12, 128-15, 132-10 
Bates, Dave; 125-17, 128-12, 129-15 
Bates, Robert; 126-37/38 
Batura 1; 126-16 
Batura 1 West; 126-16 
Batura Mustagh; 126-16 
Batura Region; 130-8 
Baum, K.C.; 131 -10 
Baxter; 134-13 
Bayne, Paul; 128-15 
Beachy Head;132-15 
Beadle, Robin; 131 -6 
Bear Canyon; 127-16, 130-9, 133-12 
Beatty, John : book The Pure Land;' 
reviewed 125-46/47 
Beaud , Philippe book The Peruvian Andes; 
reviewed 130-44 Becik, Dusan; 125-10 
Becker, Bryan; 130-11 
Beckey, Fred; 131 -10 
Beeston Tor; 130-18 
Beghin, Pierre; .126-14, 130-7, 131 -5, 131-
30(illus)/31; article New Moon on Makalu; 
131 -26 to 31 
Segue, Chris; 130-11, 131 -10 
Beguin, Franyois; 135-11 .1 
Beh, Chris; 133-11 
Beinn Bhan; 127-20 
Beinn Dearg; 127-2 1 
Beinn Eighe; 127-20 
Belak, Slane; 132-11 
Belgium: German and Belgian Rock Climbs 
by John Hart; reviewed 129-46 
Bell, A.; 135-15 

Bell , Steve; 128-15; Gear Special 
Commercial Expeditions; 132-42/43 
Belmastro, P.; 127-19 
Belmont Hall Crags; 130-18 
Belson, Jay; 130-11 
Belvis, Lluis; 125-10 
Ben Lomond (Tasmania); 128-11 
Ben Nevis; 127-19/20; Mountainmasterof 
Ben Nevis: Outdoor Leisure Map 32; 
reviewed 131 -44 
Bence, Filip; 126-14, 132-11 
Bendall , G.; 129-15 
Bengsten, Dve; 126-19 
Bennett, Mark; 131 -10 
Bensman, Bobbi; 127-15, 133-12 
Bepler, Tom; 131 -10 
Berbeka, Maciej; 126-14 
Berg, Wally; 134-9 
Bergamaschi , Arturo; 125-11, 126-17 
Berhault, Patrick: Profile/ Interview by Claude 
Remy; 133-38 to 41 
Bernese/Western Alps; 127-18/19 
Berry Head; 127-44, 129-9, 132-15 
Berry, Steven K.; 126-13; book The Thunder 
Dragon Kingdom. A Mountaineering 
Expedition to Bhutan; reviewed 125-47/48 
Bershov, Sergei; 128-14 
Berwick Law Quarry; 129-17 
Berzins, Martin; 125-17, 129-14/15(i llus), 130-
38(illus). 131 -16, 134-11/12, 135-13/14/15/16 
Besson, Olivier; 127-18 
Beveridge, Jim; 129-15 
Beyer, Jim; 130-8/1 1 
Beyond Everest. Quest for the Seven 
Summits book by Patrick Morrow; reviewed 
128-44/45 
Beyond Our Ken letter from Pete and Cherry 
Harrop; 130-51 
Bhagirathi 1: 126-13 
Bhagirathi 2: 
W. Face; 125-12 
S.W. Pillar; 126-13 
E. Face; 131 -6 

Bhagirathi 3; 136-13 
W. Face; 134-9 

Bhutan: article. Bhutan - Jitchu Drake by 
Doug Scott; 125-20 to 27(+illus); book The 
Thunder Dragon Kingdom by Steven K. 
Berry; reviewed 125-47/48 
Biafo Region; 131 -6 
West Biafo Wall; 131 -6 

Biale; 126-15, 135-29 illus; 135-26/28/ 
29(+illus) 
Bibler, Todd; 127-16 
Big Al; 130-18, 135-16 
Big Grey Man of Ben Macdhui. (The) Myth 
or Monster? book by Affleck Gray; reviewed 
131 -47 
Bildereback, Mike; 133-12 
Birkett, Bill and Bill Peascod book Women 
Climbing: 200 Years of Achievement; 
reviewed 131 -43 
Birkett, Bill; 125-17, 131 -14/40/41 , 134-10/11, 
135-49(illus); book Classic Rock Climbs in 
the Lake District; reviewed 131 -47; book 
Modern Rock and Ice Climbing; reviewed 
134-49/50 
Birkett, Dave; 128-11, 129-15, 134-11, 13~-13 
Bjornstad , Eric; 130-12, 131 -10; guidebook 
Desert Rock; reviewed 126-47 
Black Flags on Majak - A Christmas Story by 
Vladimir Prochazka Jr.; 136-38/39 
Black Hole (Cathedral) Quarry; 125-17, 129-15 
Black, Andy; 127-21 
Blakeley, Ian; 131 -14/15(illus) 
Blanchard, Barry; 125-10, 126-15 
Blanche, Jean-Marc; 131 -8 
Bleaklow: Kinder and Bleak/ow guidebook 
edited by Geoff Milburn; reviewed 136-47 
Blizzard, Adam; 128-11 
Blue Ho le; 128-11 
Blue Mountains; 128-11 
Blue Scar; 135-15/ 16 
Blum, Arlene; 131 -41 
Blumisalp: N. Face; 127-18 
Blunt, G. letter Cho Oyu Facts Please; 131 -50 
Bo-Youl, Kim; 132-11 
Boardman- Tasker Award 1989; 130-40/41; 
1990; 136-16 
Bocton, Stu; 130-17 
Bodenham(m)er, Jim; 130-12, 131 -10 
Bohigas, Nil; 125-10 
Boisseneault, Paul; 127-16 
Boivin, Jean-Marc; obit. 133-15(+illus) 
Bolivia; 125-13 
Bolt, Pete; 127-44/45 
Bolters, Chippers - Believing Their Own 
Lies? letter from Paul Mitchell; 131 -50 
Boncard, Xavier; 130-4 1 
Bondarenko, Valentin; 126-13 
Bonington, Chris; 126-40, 129-15, 134-11 , 
136-10(+illus); The Mountain Interview; 130-
26 to 33( +illus); book Mountaineer; 
reviewed 132-45 
Bonner, T.; 130-16 
Book of the Climbing Year (The) edited by 
Cameron McNeish; reveiwerl 126-47 



Book Reviews; 125-46 to 48, 126-46/47, 128-
44 to 4 7, 129-46 to 48, 130-42 to 45, 131 -42 
to 47, 132-45/46, 133-44 to 46, 134-47 to 50, 
135-46 to 48, 136-46/47 
Booroomba; 128-11 
Booth, Duncan; 135-13 
Booth, Phil; 131 -5 
Borgeaud, S.; 131 -7 
Borne, Paul; 128-7 
Bornier, Frarn;ois; 132-Cover 
Boronia Point; 128- 11 
Borrowdale; 125-17, 129-15, 134-11/ 12, 135-13 
Bosher, J.; 134-10/11 
Bosisio, Daniele; 126-15 
Bosley Cloud; 135-16 
Bouchard; 136-24 
Bouchard, John; 127-18, 136-21 
Bouchard, John; 
Buchard, John; 130-11(illus) 
Boulder Canyon; 127-14, 130-9, 133-12 
Boulder Climbs North guidebook by Richard 
Rossiter; reviewed 128-45/46 
Boulder Climbs South guidebook by Richard 
Rossiter; 127-16 
Bourfais, Eric; 125- 12 
Bouvard, Herve; 127- 19 
Bowker, T.; 128-9/1 0 
Bowman, W.E. 134-41(illus) 
Boyd, Maggie; 126-26 
Boyden, Steve; 129-10 
Boydon, Steve;132-15 
Boyer, Phil; 126-14 
Boyle, Bill;136-13/ 14 
Boysen, Martin; 129-13, 130-15 
Bozic, Ines; 125-13 
Bozic, Stipe; 128-14 
Bozik, Peter; 125-10 
Bozon, B.; 131-7 
Bradbury, Giles; 128-11 
Braddock, Russell; 125-13 
Bradey, Lydia; 125-1 0(+illus)/40 
Bradford, Dan; 131-10 
Braedownie Quarry; 129-17 
Braerich; 131 -13 
Braga, Ana Paula; 126-43 
Braga, Marcelo; 126-42/43 
Braham, Trevor H.; 128- 15; letter Karakoram 
Error, 128-49 
Braidley, Dave: letter New Angle on Jannu; 
136-48 
Brailey, Steve; 125-17 
Brambati, Sonja; 126-15 
Brammah's Wife; 126-13 
Branson, Richard; 126-40 
Brard, Agnes; 131 -51 
Brasco, Carlos; 130-47 
Brazil; 135-12/13; 1988 News Report; 126-42 
to 45 
Breithorn: N. Face; 127-18 
Brenner; 125-13 
Brewer, Bob; 136-11 
Brewerton, Andrew; 125-17 
Brewster, Mary Kay; 125-40/41(illus) 
Brice, Russell; 128-15, 134-9 
Brighenti; 125-13 
Brignolo, Piero; 127- 19 
Brigupanth; 126-13 
Brimham; 128-13, 135-15 
Brislawn, Chris; 133-12 
British Isles; 127-19 to 21/ 44 to 46, 128-11 to 
13, 129-9 to 17, 130-12 to 18, 132-12 to 15, 
134-13/ 14, 135-13 to 17, 136-15/16; British 
Climbing: Access Problems; 132-16/17; 
British Rock Climbing Grades - Time for 
Change? Editorial Comment; 134-12 
Brito, Jorge Luis; 126-14 
Broad Peak; 129-45(illus), 135-10 
Ordinary Route; 126-14 
W. Face; 136-11 

Brodeur, Bryan; 130-11 
Brookes, Danny; 129-10 
Brooks, Mike; 127-14/16, 130-9, 133-11 
Broom, Andy; 135-9 
Brouillard: Pilastro Rosso (Red Pillar); 127-
18/ 19 
Brown, Adam; 134-14 
Brown, B.; 134-10 
Brown, Derek; 126-26 
Brown, Joe; 130-15/16 
Brown, Neil; 134-9 
Brown, Phil; 127-18 
Brown, Rosy; 130-17 
Brown, Simon: letter Cover Bolts; 130-50 
Browning, Michael; 134-9 
Bruger, Kay; 130-8 
Brummer, Ralf; 132-11 
Brunhuber, Joseph obit.; 127-13 
Bryant, P.; 134-11 
Bu, Gyal; 134-9 
Buachaille; 127-19 
Buchanan, Doug: letter Wealth, Power and 
the Wilderness; 125-49/50; letter Minitruth; 
128-48 
Buckley, Nick; 129-11, 132-15 
Buhler Brothers; 127-18 
Buhler, Carlos; 128-15 
Bull, Celia; 130-15, 131 -15, 133-42/43, 135-
15, 136-43 
Bull, Fraser; 134-14 
Bull , Pete; 127-45, 129-9/ 10 
Bullock Workman, Fanny; 131 -41. 
Bullock, John; 126-20/21, 127-44, 129-12, 
132-15 
Bumbleez, Ed; 128-11 
Bundy, Bruce; 130-12 
Bungonia Gorge; 128-11 
Bunning, Annette; 132- 15 
Burbage; 125-18, 130-18 
Burgess, Adrian; 126-14, 128-14 
Burgess, Alan; 126-14, 128-14 
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Burke, Phil; 130-17 
Burnell, Tony; 125-19, 128-12, 129-14, 135-
15/16 
Burnier, Fran~ois; 125-15 
Burns, Cameron; 130-12, 133-14, 135-11/12 
Burns, Cameron/Steve Porcella article 
Palisade Persuasion; 135-36 to 41 
Burrows-Smith, Martin;136- 15 
Burt, Chris; 131 -5 
Buscail, Marc; 126-14 
Butcher, Geoff; 125-14 
Butler, Felicity; 133-42/ 43, 136-43/44 
Butler, Phil; 126-12/ 15 
Buttermere; 125-17, 129-15, 134-12 
Buxton, Henry; 125-17 
Buzios; 126-44 
Byer, A.; 128-9 
Byrne-Pear(c)e, Den(n)is; 129-15, 134-11, 
135-14 

C 
Caberet, Jean;133-42/43 
Cabral, Eduardo; 126-42/44(illus, 
Cadet, Michel; 130-7 
Cadot, Michel; 131 -31 
Cae Coch Quarry; 125-18 
Cain, Joseph; 132-10 
Cairn Etchachan; 136-16 
Cairngorms; 127-21, 129-17, 136-15; Access 
in; 135-16; report Cairngorms Under Threat 
Again; 126-20 
Calhoun, Kitty; 125-40, 134-9 
Caliano, Pedro; 126-43/45 
Callaghan; 127-18 
Camara, Juratan; 126-43/45 
Cameron, Stuart; 129-17, 136-15 
Campbell, Rick; 129-17, 136-15 
Campion, Ged; 130-8 
Camps, Scott; 128-10/ 11 
Canada Dry article on Canadian ice climbing 
by Godefroy Perroux and Fran~ois 
Damilano; 131 -33 to 39 
Candelaria, Rob; 127-14/16, 130-9, 133-11 
Canellas, Joseph; 125-12 
Canyon Country Climbs guidebook by Katy 
Cassidy and Earl Wiggins; reviewed 134-48/ 
49 
Cape Howe, West; 128-11 
Cape Wrath Area; 129-15/16 
Capo Testa; 136-Cover 
Cardosa; 127-15 
Cardoso, Julio; 126-45 
Cardozo, Luiz Octavio; 126-43 
Cardy, Sirnon;132-15 
Carey (person); 134-13 
Carli, Clau de; 125-16 
Carling , Paul ; 128-12, 129-15 
Carlyle, David; 128-15 
Carn Etchachan; 131 -13 
Carn Gowla; 127-45, 129-9 
Carnati, Adriano; 126-15 
Carneddau; 134-14 
Carpella, Constante; 126-15 
Carpenter, Mark; 126-19 
Carr, Matt; 125-18, 129-10, 132-15 
Carrard, Xavier; 125- 16 
Carrera, Annie N.: article Soft Rock: 
Climbing in Canyon Country; 133-22 to 29 
Carrera, Annie N. and Larry Kemp: article 
Index Town Wall Review; 125-32 to 37 
Carrington, Rab; 129-13/16, 130-15 
Carruthers, Steve; 125-17 
Carsolio, Carlos; 125-12, 131 -5 
Carter, Harvey T.; 131 -10 
Cartwright, Chris; 127-19/20, 131 -13 
Carville, Mike; 131-11 
Cassidy, Katy; 130-11 
Cassidy, Katy and Earl Wiggins guidebook 
Canyon Country Climbs; reviewed 134-48/49 
Castell Cidwm; 130-16, 134-14 
Castle, Phil; 126-13 
Cathedral (Black Hole) Quarry; 125-17 
Cathedral; 135-26(illus)/28/ 29 
Cathy Mountain High article by Romain 
Vogler; 126-28 to 31 
Cattabriga, A.; 128-9/ 10 
Caucasus; 135-10 
Cavagnetto, Paolo; 125-15 
Cave, Andy; 127-18, 132-12 
Caylor, Hank; 127-15/ 16 
Cazanova, Jean Michel; 136-Cover(illus)/26 
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Forster, Tony; 129-12, 132-14 
Forsythe, Ken; 128-12 
Fort Rock (Scottish Sea Stack); 127-39 
Forwood, Nick; 127-20 
Fosberg, Kevin; 126-19 
Foster, Chris; 135-12 
Foster, Keith; 128-11 
Foster, Neil; 134-11/ 12, 135-13/15 
Foster, Steve: Gear; 125-42 to 45, 127-40 to 
43 
Fotheringham, Fraser; 130- 14 
Foulkes, Lindsey; 129-12 
Fowler, Charlie; 127-14, 130-11/12 
Fowler, Mick; 127-20, 129-15/16, 130-41; 
article Stacks to Go At; 126-32 to 35; article 
Stacks to Go At: Part Two Northern 
Scotland; 127-36 to 39; article Back in the 
USSR; 136-32 to 37 
Fragile Edge book by Maria Coffey; 
reviewed 131 -42/43 
Frankenjura: guidebook TopofLJhrer 
N6rdlicher Frankenjura; reviewed 131 -46/47 
Franklin , N.; 134-11 
Franklin , Scott; 127-18, 136-14 
Franosch, Urmas; 131-11 
Frantar, Marija; 136- 12 
Franzen, Ronalda; 126-45 
Free K2 Expedition; 134-15 
Freeman, Paul; 130-15 
Freeman, Tim; 125-18 
Freer, Catherine; 125-40/41(illus) 
Freie, Hendrik; 136-12 
French, Patrick; 135-11 
Freser, Marja; 126-13 
Friburgo; 126-44 
Frizzell, Jeff; 127-15/ 16 
Frog Buttress, Queensland; 128- 11; article 
Strange Tales from the Belly of the Cruising 
Shark (+illus/ by Glenn Robbins; 125-28 to 
31 
Froggatt; 126-21; 134-13 
Front Range Bouldering guidebook by Bob 
Horan; 127-16 
Frost, Chris; 128-11 
Frost, Doug; 130-12 
FrUndenhorn: N. Face; 127-18 
Frush, Jim; 125-10 
Fry, Craig; 127-16, 128-7 
Fry, Curt; 130-9 
Fry, Cury; 127-15 
Frye, Scott; 136-14 
Fuar Thall; 127-20 
Fukushima, Forest; 133-14 
Fukushima, Masaaki; 125-12 
Fukushima, Mr.; 136-11 
Futterer, Christian; 126-16 
Fyffe, Allen; 129-17.130-14, 131 -13, 136-15/ 
16 

G 
Gabarrou, Patrick; 125-15, 127-18, 131-6 
Gabites, Geoff; 126-13 
Gabites, Mark; 126-13 
Gable; 125-17, 128-11/12, 129-15, 134-12 
Gaines, Bob; 128-7 
Gally, Robert; 126-14 
Galicic, Betka; 127-19 
Gall, Steve; 134-9 
Gallagher, Andy;136-15 
Gallagher, Pete; 130-11, 131 -10 
Gallagher, Peter; 135-35 
Gallego, Miguel; 131 -6 
Galvao, Alexandre; 126-44 
Gandy, Dominic; 127-45 
Gandy, Jonathon; 127-44, 129-10 
Ganesh Himal; 127-30 
Gangapurna: N.Face/N.E. Ridge; 131 -5 
Gangdal, Jon; 128-15 
Gangotri; 131 -6, 134-9, 136-13 
Ganja La Chuli (Naya Kanga); 127-30(+illus) 

N. Ridge; 131 -5 
Ganz Oben book by Mischa Saleki; reviewed 
128-45 
Gap, The; 132-14 
Gardener; 136-44 
Gardinier, Jill; 133-42/43 
Gardoms Edge; 126-21, 135-16 
Gardzielewski, Miroslaw; 128-14 
Garhwal; 125-12, 126-13, 130-7, 131 -6 
Garland, Dave; 127-14 
Garrett, James; 130- 12 
Garrido, Jose; 126-45 
Gasherbrum 1; 129-7 

N. Face; 126-14 
N. W . Face; 135 .. 10 
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S.W. Face; 126-14 
Original Route; 126-14 
Normal Route; 131 -6, 135-10 
S.W. Ridge; 136-11 
1977 Yugoslav Route; 136-11 

Gasherbrum 2; 126-14/16, 129-7, 131 -6, 136-
11 
S.E. Ridge; 128-15 
Austrian Route; 126-14, 135-10 

Gasherbrum 4: S.W. Ridge; 126-15 
Gaskins, John; 134-10 
Gawthorpe, Rob; 135-15 
Gear: edited by Steve Foster; 125-42 to 45, 
127-40 to 43; SLCD Review; 128-38 to 41; 
Gear Special - Commercial Expeditions by 
Steve Bell; 132-42/43 
Gelli;132-14 
Gelly, Rosangela; 126-43 
George; 131-11 
George, Al; 130-16 
Georges, Andre; 127-18 
Georgiev-Tomov, Dinio; 130-7 
Gerhart, Bego; 131 -10 
German and Belgian Rock Climbs by John 
Hart; reviewed 129-46 
Gharesa Glacier; 126-15 
Ghersen, Alain; 127-18/ 19, 130-7/48, 131 -31 
Ghio, Flavi; 132-37 
Ghustung North; 125-11 
Giacometti, Marino; 131 -5 
Gian, Luigi; 130-7 
Gianola, G. Battista; 126-15 
Giarolli; 125-13 
Gibson, Gary; 125-19, 126-20/21, 129-10, 
132-15, 133-17; guidebook Staffordshire 
Gritstone; reviewed 128-47; guidebook New 
Climbs 1988 reviewed; 129-49 
Gibson, Matt; 128-12 
Gifford, Terry; 131 -15; letter Cornish 
Vandalism; 132-46/ 47 
Gilje, Tome; 128-7 
Gill, Chris; 127-16(illus)/17/18, 128-9 
Gill, Um Hang; 125-10 
Giller, Sue; 125-40/41(illus) 
Gillhespy, J.; 129-15 
Gillman, Peter; 130-41( +illus); book In 
Balance reviewed; 130-42 
Gilmer, Will; 131 -11 
Gilmore, Will; 130-12 
Gilsien, Ariane; 131 -7 
Ginger, Lluis; 125-10 
Gingery, Mari; 128-9 
Giordani, Maurizio; 125-13, 126-15, 127-19 
Giovannetti, Angelo; 126-15 
Girdindril Pyramid; 130-8 
Gladys Quarry; 129-12 
Glen Clova; 129-17 
Glen Croe; 129-17 
Glen Etive;136-15 
Glen Nevis; 129-17 
Glencoe; 127-19, 129-17, 136-15 
Gletscherhorn: N. Face; 127-18 
Glogoczowski, Marek; 126-13 
Glotfelty, Steve; 131 -11 
Glover, Paul; 127-15/16, 130-9 
Glowacz, Stefan; 130-46/47, 131 -51, 133-42 
Glynne-Jones, Owen; 129-38/39 
Gnade, Lisa; 136-13(illus) 
Gnerro; 130-48 
Goddard, Dale; 127-14/15, 133-12, 136-14 
Godeli; 126-15 
Godoffe, Jacky; 130-47, 136-43 
Gogarth; 125-18, 130-15, 134-13/ 14; Gogarth 
guidebook edited by Geoff Milburn; 
reviewed 133-45; Goganh Bolts letter from 
Tim Downes and Mike Howard; 130-51 
Gogna, Alessandro; 125-15 
Golnar, Tone; 126-13, 136-12 
Gombu Sherpa; 131 -5 
Gomersall, Pete; 128-12, 129-14, 131 16, 
135-15, 136-44 
Gon, Chun Bong; 127-13 
Gon, Kim Hwa; 127-13 
Gongga Shan (Minya Konga ): 

N.E. Ridge; 136-12 
N.W. Ridge; 136-12 

Gonsalves, X.; 130-7 
Gonzalez, Manuel; 126-12 
Gonzalez, Xavi; 134-9 
Goodey, Colin; 134-14 
Goodey, Del; 135-15 
Gorbenko, Mistislav; 134-9 
Gordale; 131 -16 
Gordon, Tod; 128-7 
Gore, Chris; 134-13, 136-43/ 44; Competition 
reports; 133-42 to 48, 136-42 to 45; 1989 • 
review 131-51/52 
Gore, Jerry; 131 -6, 132-12, 136-33 
Gorgeon, Bernard; 131 -8 
Gosen, M.; 131 -7 
Goss, Martha; 130-11 
Gostick, Adrian; 129-10 
Gouault, Laurence; 125-16 
Gouveia, Guilherme; 126-45 
Gower; 127-44, 132-15 
Graham, Hedda; 125-18 
Graham, Rick; 125-17, 128-12, 129-15, 134-10 
Gram, Peter; 133-10(illus)/ 14, 135-11/12 
Grampians; 128-10 
Grand Capucin; 132-12; 

East Face; 125-15 
Grand Dru: South Side; 125-16 
Grandes Jorasses; 125-15 

N. Wall 134-34(illus)/35(illus) 
S.E. Side of Tour des Jorasses; 125-15 
E. Face; 125-15 
Shroud; 125-15, 127-18; article Duet for 

Alpinist by Robert Cordery-Cotter; 134-34 to 
39 

Croz Spur; 127-18 
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Grands Charmoz: First Point N.E. Ridge; 
125-16 
Grant, Colin;132-13 
Grassi, Giancarlo; 125-15 
Gray, Dennis; 125-16/ 17(illus) 
Grdisnik, Andrej; 126-13 
Great Orme; 125-18 
Great Stack of Handa; 127-36/37 
Greatrick, Roger; 125-18 
Greaves, Chris; 127-19/21, 129-16/17, 130-14 
Green, Dave; 125-17, 127-18, 130-16 
Greenbank, Mark; 135-13 
Greenbank, Tony; 135-13/14 
Greene, Seb; 125-18 
Greenland, Paul; 125-19, 128-13 
Greenop, Mark; 130-40 
Greenwood, Pete; 129-15, 134-11 
Greenwood, Sally; 131 -41 
Gregg, Cava!; 125-17, 134-10 
Gregory, Bill; 129-14, 130-15/ 17, 134-14 
Gregory, Dave; 130-15 
Gregory, Rory; 130-17 
Greib, Harold; 127-16 
Greissl, Ludwig; 126-12 
Greive, Andy; 129-10 
Grenier, Philippe; 125-15/16 
Grenko, Tony; 130-12 
Gribek, Peter; 125-12 
Grieve, Seb; 125-18, 128-13, 130-17, 134-13 
Griffin, Lindsay; 126-16; book Mont Blanc 
Massif - Selected Climbs: Volume 1; 
reviewed 135-47/48 
Griffith, Christian; 127-14, 130-9 
Griffiths, H.; 129-12 
Grinbergs, Joe; 129-15, 134-11/ 12 
Grindley, Ed; 131 -13(illus)/14 
Grisu, Joan-Carles; 125-16 
Grochowski, Marek; 136-11 
Groom, Michael; 134-9 
Groselj, Viki; 128-14, 130-8, 132-11 
Grosse TUrm, Ratikon Mountains; 128-Cover 
Grosshorn: N. Face; 127-18 
Grossman, Chuck; 131 -10 
Groves, Nick; 126-15, 135-26/28/29 
Gruber, Michel; 125-16 
Gruenberg, Jeff; 127-16 
Gudjonsson, Porstein; 125-12 
Guell, Jordi; 126-14 
Guerin, Jim; 133-12 
Guillaumet: E. Face; 130-25 
Guisecliffe; 135-15 
Guk, Park Jong; 127-12 
Gullich, Wolfgang; 126-15, 131 -6 
Gundelach, Dr. Ekkert; 126-15, 130-8 
Gurev, Vasil; 125-12, 126-13 
Gurja Himal; 125-11 
Gurnards Head; 131 -15 
Guthrie, Jessie; 133-12 
Gwynant Valley; 130-16 
Gyachung Kang: 

S.W. Ridge; 125-12 
S. Pillar; 125-12 

Gyagar: S. Ridge; 130-7 
Gyalzen, Sherpa Pasang; 125-10 

H 
Ha-Kyung, Kim; 132-11 
Haaland, Chris; 130-12 
Haass, Hubert; 130-11 
Hadfield, Peter; 135-13 
Hadik, Stephen; 127-15, 130-9 
Haerter, Guenther; 134-9 
Hagshu Peak; 126-12/13 

N.E. Ridge/E. Face; 131 -6 
N. Face; 130-8 
E. Face; 131 -5/6 
S. Ridge 126-12/13 
article Letter to Gaston by Ken Hopper; 

133-17 
Hajzer, Artur; 126-12, 128-14 
Hall, Dougie; 127-46, 128-12 
Hall, Fred; 130-16, 134-14 
Hall, Rob; 126-14, 128-14, 134-9 
Hamilton; 127-16/17/18 
Hamilton, Carol; 129-17, 136-15 
Hamilton, Mark; 131 -13 
Hamilton, Murray; 129-17, 129-17, 136-15 
Hamilton , Stephen; 125-14 
Hammond, Adele; 136-41(illus) 
Hammond, Ted; 127-18, 128-9/10, 136-21 /24 
Hamper, Chris; 129-8(illus)/9, 133-17 
Han, Yoon Keun; 126-14 
Hancopiti: N.W. Face; 125-13 
Hand, Kent ; 130-9 

• Handa, Great Stack of; 127-36/37 
Handren, Jerry: _127-16/17/ 18, 128-9 
Haney, 13.C.; 130-9 
Hanging in the Balance book by Andy 
Miller; reviewed 128-45 
Hankinson, Alan: book A Century on the 
Crags; reviewed 125-47 , 128-46 
Hanna, Mark; 130-9 
Hannah, Bill; 129-15 
Hannigan, Des; 133-16/ 17(+illus); letter 
Appeal to Rowland; 132-47 
Hansen, Brian; 127-16, 130-9, 133-11 
Haramosh: S.W. Face; 126-15 
Haramukh 1: N.E. Ridge; 130-8 
Harden; 135-16 
Harden, Carol; 130-11 
Harding, P. ; 129-12 
Hardon, Pete; 130-18 
Hardy, Chris; 129-13 
Hardy, Chris and Carl Dawson: Chew Valley 
Guide; reviewed 129-46 
Hardy, Lew;-130-8 
Hare, Dan; 127-14/ 15/16, 130-9, 133-11 
Hare, J.; 130-8 
Hare, S.; 130-8 

Hargreaves, John; 131 -14 
Harlin 111, John; 136-41( +illus) 
Harms, Nick; 135-15; Llanberis Slate - A 
Topo Guide; reviewed 134-48 
Harries, David; 126-15 
Harris, Colin: letter Did Good; 131 -50 
Harris, David; 136-46(illus) 
Harris, Jan; 128-15 
Harris, Lany; 127-14/ 15 
Harris, Larry; 130-9, 133-12 
Harris, Paul; 130-41 
Harrison , Carl; 132-11 
Harrison, Mike; 130-40(+illus) 
Harrison, Paul; 129-10, 132-15 
Harrop, Pete; 131 -8 
Harrop, Pete and Cherry: letter Beyond Our 
Ken; 130-51 
Hart, D.; 129-12 
Hart, John; 129-14, 135-16; book German 
and Belgian Rock Climbs; reviewed 129-46 
Hart, Stephen; 130-8 
Hartmann, Jose Luiz; 126-45 
Harwood, John; 129-11/ 12; letter 
Depressing Reading; 125-50 
Hasegawa, Tsuneo; 127-12 
Hashimoto, Shiori; 126-14 
Hassig, Chris; 136-23 
Hastenreiter, Mozart; 126-44 
Haston, Stevie; 130-15, 131 -15, 135-15 
Haszko, Richard; 126-15 
Hause, Dana; 125-16 
Havorka, Dirk; 130-11 
Hawkins, Perry; 125-18, 130-15, 134-13, 135-
15 
Hawkins, R.E.; 131 -40(+illus) 
Hayes, David; 133-14 
Hayward, Owain; 134-14 
Hayward, Owen; 129-17, 136-15(illus) 
Hazard Quarry; 127-45 
Healey, Joe; 129-9 
Heath, Andrea; 131 -10 
Heath, Donald and David Reid Williams: 
book High Altitude Medicine & Pathology; 
reviewed; 130-43/44 
Hechtel, Sybille: report of Las Vegas Trade 
Show; 127-43 
Hee-Dong, Park; 125-10 
Heinrich, Stefan; 132-11 
Heinrich, Zygmund A. ; 126-16, 128-14, 132-
11 
Heintz, Remy; 125-15 
Hejdos, Milan; 127-13 
Hell Cave Area - topo; 136-14 
Hell's Gate; 133-34 
Helmetag, Peter: letter Powell Praise; 131 -50 
Hempel, Wolfgang; 132-11 
Hen Cloud; 134-13 
Hen-Bo, Yeon; 125-12 
Henderson, John; 126-34 
Henderson, Leslie; 135-12 
Henderson, R.; 125-17 
Henderson, Richard; 128-11 
Hensel; 128-9 
Hepburn, Jas; 129-17, 130-14, 131 -13 
Heptonstall Quarry; 131-16, 135-15 
Hersey, Derek; 127-14 
Heseldon, Dave; 127-18 
Hessildon, Dave; 132-12 
Hester, Richard; 126-13 
High Alaska. A Historical Guide to Denali, 
Mount Foraker and Mount Hunter by 
Jonathan Waterman (route photographs by 
Bradford Washburn ); reviewed 128-47 
High Altitude Medicine & Pathology book by 
Donald Heath and David Reid Williams; 
reviewed 130-43/44 
High Asia - An Illustrated History of the 
7000m Peaks book by Jill Neate; reviewed 
132-45 
Hildenbrand, Bruce; 133-12 
Hill, Lynn; 127-Cover(illus), 130-47/48, 131 -
51, 132-12, 133-42, 136-14/43/44/45 
Hill, Steve; 136-16 
Hillary, Peter; 134-9; Hillary - Rima letter 
from Hari Dang Padmashree; 135-48; Hillary 
Mis -Step letter from Harish Kapadia; 128-48 
Hillary, Sir Edmund; 134-9 
Hillebrand, Dr. David: ·article Planning an 
Expedition Medical Kit; 125-38/39 
Hillen, Steve: article Paine - The Other 
Patagonia; 135-32 to 35 
Himalaya: Himalayan Adventure Trust; 130-
8; Himalayan Maps; 126-17 ; Himalayan 
Roads; 126-17; International Conferen ce on 
the Protection of the Himalaya; 134-9/10; 
book Exploring the Hidden Himalaya by 
Harish Kapadia and Soli Mehta; reviewed 
135-46/ 47 ; book The Himalayan Experience 
by Jonathan Chester; reviewed 133-44; Th e 
Himalayan Journal Volume 45 1987 - 88 ed . 
S. Mehta/Harish Kapadia; reviewed 133-44 

Greater Himalaya; 125-10 to 12, 127-12/13, 
128-14/ 15, 129-7, 130-7/8, 131 -5, 132-10/11 , 
134-8 to 10, 135-9/10, 136-10 to 13 
Himalchuli West: S.W. Ridge; 128-15 
Himlung Himal: N.W . Ridge; 127-13 
Hinkes, Alan; 125-11 , 128, 15, 134-9 
Hirayama, Yuji; 131 -51 , ·133.42 
Hiroz, P.A. ; 131 -7 
Hirst, Pete; 125-17, 129-15 
Hirt, Marc; 127-15, 130-12, 131 -10 
Hispar Glacier; 130-8 
Hittinger, Pascal; 126-14 
Hiunchuli ; 127-30/32 
Ho, Chang Byoung ; 125-10 
Ho-Jin, Chung ; 125-10 
Ho-Sang, Lee; 132-11 
Hobbs, Graham; 133-16/17 
Hodge Close Quarry; 135-14 
Hoey, Graham; 128-13; Stanage guidebook ; 

reviewed 130-44/45 
Hof, Werner; 125-10 
Holcomb, Rusty; 127-16, 130-9 
Holden, John; 128-12, 129-15, 134-10/12, 
135-13/14 
Holderfield, J.W.; 125-10 
Holiday, Max; 131 -5 
Hollis, Peter; 131 -10 
Holmes, D.; 130-17 
Holmes, Julian ; 125-12 
Holmes, Nick; 130-15 
Holmes, S. ; 130-16 
Holmes, Stuart; 125-17 
Holton, Kevin John (Sam); 126-21 
Holtsford, Bill; 130-10 
Hornberger, Ruedi; 131 -5 
Hornberger, Urs; 131 -5 
Honeyman, Steve; 135-15 
Hanley Quarry; 135-15 
Hong, Steve; 131 -11 
Hooper, Jean; 130-11 
Hope, Andy: letter Peru Guide Failings; 136-
48 
Hope, D.; 131 -7 
Hopfgartner, Gerard; 125-15/16, 131 -7 
Hopkins, Mark; 129-10 
Hopper, Ken; 131 -5/6; article Letter to 
Gaston; . 133-18 to 21(+illus) 
Horan, Bob; 127-14(+ illus)/ 15(+ illus)/ 16, 
133-9(illus)/12; guidebook Front Range 
Bouldering; 127-16 
Harden, Pete; 130-17 
Hori, Hiroshi; 125-12 
Horka, Leo; 125-12 
Hormigo, Angel; 126-12 
Hornby, Geoff; 126-21, 127-21, 130-17, 132-
12, 135-16; article Sunny Side Up; 129-24 to 
27 
Horolezectvo Encyklopedia book by Ivan 
Dieska and Associates reviewed; 136-47 
Horrocks, Ian; 129-14 
Horrox, Simon; 135-47 illus. 
Hoskins, Paul; 128-10/ 11 
Hot Potato! article by Randy Leavitt; 132-20 
to 25 
Houdacek; 130-47 
Houston, Charles; 136-10(+illus) 
How to Climb Hard on Drugs While Having 
Your Wing-Wang Squeezed and Not Spill 
Your Drink report on Leeds International 
Grand Prix Climbing Competition 1989 by 
Ed Douglas; 128-13 
Howard, Mike and Tim Downes: letter 
Gogarth Bolts; 130-51 
Howard, Tony: letter Troll and Competi
tions; 127-47 
Howard-Bury, Charles: book Mountains of 
Heaven; reviewed 136-46/47 
Howe, Steve; 125-18 
Howett, Kev; 129-16, 136-16; book Rock 
Climbing in Scotland; reviewed 134-47 
Hoxley, Graeme; 125-14 
Hoy, Old Man of; 127-36/37 
Hrastnik, Martin; 126-13 
Hren, Steve; 130-12 
Hubball, Steve; 125-17, 134-12 
Hubbard, Steve; 129-15 
Huber, Hermann; 131-5 
Hubert, Alain; 132-11 
Hudrcek, Jindrich; 136-44 
Hueco Tanks; 133-14 
Huggins, Joe; 127-14 
Hughes, Adrian; 125-18 
Hughes, Alan; 130-41 
Hughes, Gwion; 125-18 
Hughes, Pete; 129-10 
Hughes, Strappo; 127-15 
Huhn, Bernard; 126-13 
Humphreys, Alan; 131 -10 
Hupfauer, Sigi; 136-10(+illus) 
Hurley, Dan; 127-14 
Hurley, George; 127-16, 130-11, 133-11 
Hushe Valley; 130-8 
Hutson, Sean; 132-14 
Hwang, Nam Kyu; 126-15 
Hymer, Al ; 130-12 
Hyng-Chil, Lim ; 125-10 
Hyslop, Andy; 129-15, 134-10/ 11 /1 2, 135-14; 
letter Misled Minority; 136-48 

Idaho: article Hot Potato ! by Randy Leavitt; 
132-20 to 25 
Ideas; 129-42 to 45; Climbing and 
Perestro ika by Alexander Yelkov; 135-42/43 
Ilg, Steve; 127-15; book The Outdoor 
Athlete; reviewed 128-46 
llha do Mel ; 126-45 
llha, Andre; 126-42/43/44/45(illus l 
llijevski , Dimitar; 128-14 
llkley; 131 -16 
lllampu: S. Face; 125-13 
Imboden, Victor; 125-10 
lmja Tse (Island Peak) ; 127-29(+ illus)/30/32 
In Balance book by Peter Gillman; reviewed 
130-42 
ln -Tae, Kim ; 131 -5 
lnanova , Ekaterina ; 134-9 
Index Town Wall Review article by Larry 
Kemp and Annie N. Carrera ; 125-32 to 
37 (+ illus) 
India ; 125-12; 126-12/13, 130-7, 131 -5/6, 134-
9/10, 136-13 
lndrasan: N.E. Ridge; 130-7 
Ingham, Paul ; 125-17, 131 -16 
lnhoeger, Josef; 128-15 
International Conference on th e Protection 
of the Himalaya; 134-9/10 
lrureta, Benantxio ; 125-12 
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Irvine, Joffie; 130-16, 134-14 
lshibe, Makoto; 126-42 
Ishii, Kiyoshi; 127-12 
Island Peak; see lmja Tse 
Ison, John; 128-13 
ltacoatiara; 126-44 

J 
Ja, Wang; 134-9 
Jack, Andre; 126-44/45 
Jackson, Renny; 125-40 
Jacobse, Jeroen; 128-15 
Jaggi, Christian; 131 -5 
Jakes, Karel; 127-13 
James, Dick; 126-15 
Jammu; 126-12/ 13 
Jamnik, Tomaz; 126-14 
Janel, Nicolas; 125-15 
Jang, Yong II; 126-14 
Jannu: 

N. Face; 128-14/15, 134-8, 134-20/21(illus) 
S. Face; 132-11 
S.W. Rib; 128-15 
article Jannu-Lhotse Solo by Torno Cesen; 

134-20 to 25 
Jarrard, Porter; 130-10 
Jasko, Jaroslav; 125-10 
Jaurequi, Antonio; 131 -6 
Jefferson, Paula; 134-14 
Jeglic, Janez; 125-13, 127-19, 129-22(+illus). 
136-13 
Jelk, Bruno; 125-10 
Jenkin, Gordon; 129-10/11 
Jenkins, Dan; 134-9 
Jenkins, Simon; 127-20 
Jenkinson, Paul; 125-18, 130-16, 134-14, 135-
15 
Jensen, A. Rafael; 136-12 
Jessop, Ulric; 131 -13/25, 132-12 
Jett, Randall; 135-11 
Jiggins, Paul; 130-15 
Jingus Joe; 131 -11 
Jitchu Drake: article Bhutan - Jitchu Drake 
by Doug Scott; 125-20 to 27(+illus) 
Jivaro; 128-11 
Jobses, Gaby; 136-11 
Johnson, Bob; 130-11 
Johnson, Dez; 129-15 
Johnson, Eric; 127-14/ 15/ 16, 131 10 
Johnson, Mack; 128-9/10 
Johnson, Mick; 129-10/14 
Johnson, Steve; 130-11, 131 -10 
Johnstone, Mick; 128-12, 129-1 l(illus) 
Jones, Crag; 136-33 
Jones, Dave; 130-15/ 16 
Jones, Dick; 128-15 
Jones, leuan; 134- 14 
Jones, lwan; 130-16 
Jones, Owain; 130-16 
Jong, Bae Hyun; 127-13 
Joon-Mo, Jeong; 131 -5 
Jorda, Stefan; 126-42/43 
Joshua Tree; 128-7/9 
Jovane, Enrico; 125- 15 
Jovane, Luisa; 130-46/47/48, 131 -51, 132-40, 
133-42, 136-43/44/45 
Jowett, Nick; 130-15, 134-13 
Jozefowicz, Pawel; 126-13 
Julian Alps; 127-19 
Jungfrau: N. Face; 127-18 
Jur Jur Khona Sar; 126-16 
Jura: book Walking the Jura High Route by 
Kev Reynolds; reviewed 136-47 
Juran 'D': W. Face; 125-13 
Just, Josef; 125-10 

K 
K2; 126-16, 129-45(illus) 

N. Face; 136-11 
N. Side American -Australian and Japanese 

Route; 136-11 illus. 
N. Ridge; 126-14, N. Ridge; 136-11 
E. Face; 131-6 
SSW Pillar; 126-14 
Abruzzi Spur; 126-14, 136-11 
Free K2 Expedition 134-15 

K7: S.W. Ridge; 136-11 
Kab-Yong, Jeong; 131 -5 
Kamchatka; 136-12 
Kamet; 131 -6 
W. Ridge; 136-13 

Kami Shering Sherpa; 125-12 
Kammerlander, Beat; 132-41 
Kammerlander, Hans; 125-13, 128-14, 136-12 
Kang-Ho, Sho; 131 -5 
Kangchenjunga; 125-12, 128-14 

N. Face; 131 -5 
S.W. Face; 134-9 

Kangchungtse; see Makalu 2 
Kanglecha; 126-13 
Kanhayalal ; 126-16 
Kanidid, Kostas; 130-7 
Kanjeralwa: N. Face/N. Ridge; 131 -5 
Kanjut Sar 2: S.W . Ridge; 136-12 
Kano, Jon Laz; 131 -6 
Kanton, Kent; 130-9 
Kapadia, Harish; letter Hillary Mis -Step; 
128-48; letter Staying Cool; 133-47 
Kapadia, Harish and S. Mehta : book The 
Himalayan Journal; reviewed 133-44; book 
Exploring the Hidden Himalaya; reviewed 
135-46/47 
Karakoram; 129-7, 130-8, 136-11/12; 
Summary 1988; 125-12, 126-13to 16; New 
Map, 1990; 134-10; letter Karakoram 
Frustrations from Nick Kekus; 131-50; letter 
Karakoram Error from Trevor H. Braham; 
128-49 

Eastern Karakoram; 130-8, 131 -5, 134-9 
Karn, Jim; 133-12, 136-14/44 
Karo, Silvo; 125-13, 127-19, 129-22(+illus), 
136-13; article Cerro Torre Crazy; 129-18 to 
23 
Karzen, Tony; 133-12 
Kashmir; 126-12/13, 130-7/8 
Katahdin; 136-24 
Katayama, H.; 136-11 
Kauk, Ron; 130-47, 135 - Cover, 136-43 
Kawagoe, Akio; 136-12 
Kay, Ray; 130-15/ 17, 134-14, 135-14/15 
Keaney, Marian: book Mountains of Heaven 
by Charles Howard-Bury; reviewed 136-46/ 
47 
Kearney, Mike; 130-7 
Kedarnath Peak: S. Face; 126-13 
Keith, Jason; 130-12 
Kekus, Nick: letter Karakoram Frustrations; 
130-8, 131 -50, 134-12 
Keila, Chris; 131 -10 
Kelle, Jacques; 126-15 
Keller, Ed; 133-12 
Kelley, Tobin; 131 -10 
Kells, Dave; 134-10/12, 135-14 
Kelly, Jim; 134-13; letter Trick Photography; 
136-48 
Kelly, Phil and Dave Cronshaw: guidebook 
Rock Climbs, Lancashire and the North 
West; reviewed 129-4 7 /48 
Kemp, Larry and Annie N. Carrera: article 
Index Town Wall Review; 125-32 to 37 
Kemp, Sue; 130-11 
Kendall; 130-15/ 17 
Kendall, Dave; 125-18 
Kendall, Max; 130-11 
Kennedy, Steve; 127-20, 132-13 
Kenya: article Owt of Africa by Craig Smith/ 
John Sherman; 133-30 to 35 
Kenyon, R., S. Wilson and I. Cummins: letter 
Yorkshire Poachers; 133-47/48 
Kenyon, Ron; 129-15, 131 -14 
Kerby, Deborah; 130-17 
Kerr, Jim; 136-15 
Keska, John; 130-8 
Keustner, Dr. Peter; 136-11 
Khan Tengri; 127-13, 136-12 

S.W. Ridge (Normal Route); 127-13 
Romanov Route; 127-13 

Khan, Major Sher; 130-8 
Kharchakund: W. Ridge; 130-7 
Khatri, Top Bahadur; 134-8 
Khrischaty, Valeri; 136-12 
Khumbu Himal; 127-30 
Khumbutse; 128-14 
Kihlborg, Oskar; 134-9 
Kilnsey; 125-18, 128-12, 129-14, 131 -16, 135-
15 
Kim, Jong Cheol; 126-15 
Kimber, Alan; 132-13 
Kinder Scout; 134-13 
Kinder and 8/eak/owguidebook edited by 
Geoff Milburn; reviewed 136-47 
King, Bill; 126-13 
Kingspitz: N.E. Face; 125-16 
Kinsey, Gary; 125-13 
Kirby, Dave; 125-17, 129-15, 135-13 
Kirby, R.; 125-17 
Kirk, John; letter To Boldly Glow; 125-51 
Kishtwar; 131 -5 
Kiss of the Spiderwoman article by Dave 
Cook; 132-44 
Klinger, Erhard; 132-11 
Kloppenburg, lco: letter Polar Plea; 128-48 
Knapp, Fred; 130-9, 133-11 
Knez, Francek; 126-13 
Knight, P.; 130-16 
Knight, Rob; 125-17, 128-11/12, 130-34(illus), 
134-10 
Knott, Paul; 136-12 
Knowlton, Elizabeth; 126-40 
Koch, Edward; 126-16 
Koch, Heinrich; 126-15 
Koenig, Serge; 125-10 
Koeppel. Guilherme; 126-45 
Kohler, Stefan; 126-16 
Kohli, Capt. M.S.; 134-9 
Kok, Peter; 136-12 
Kolakowski, Ryszard; 125-12 
Kolar, Rok; 131-5 
Kolchev, Kamen; 126-13 
Kolcheva, Petia; 126-13 
Koller, Igor; 132-40, 135-20(illus) 
Konewka, Miroslaw; 126-15 
Kongma Tse (Mehra Peak); 127-30/32 
Kongur: N. Face; 131 -5 
Kooken, Robert A.; 130-12 
Koptcke, Otto; 126-44 
Kopys, Tomasz; 125-12 
Kor, Layton; 131 -10 
Korin, Alexi; 135-l0(illus) 
Korniszewski , Lech; 126-12 
Koster, Debbie; 126-13 
Koszelak; 125-13 
Kozjek, Pavle; 132-11 
KR3; 130-7 
Kramer, Dr. ; 135-15 
Kraus, Wolfgang; 126-15 
Krebs, C.; 131 -7 
Kripa; 125-12 
Kropp, Goran; 136-12 
Krumov, K.; 126-17 
Kubalski , Pawel; 126-16 
Kuddes, Karen; 127-16, 130-9, 133-12 
Kuen, Felix; 126-42 
Kukuczka, Jerzy; 125-11, 126-12(+illus), 130-
7(+ illus ); obit 132-18 (+illus)/ 19(+illus) 
Kun; 126-13, 130-7/8, 134-9 
Kun East; 126-13 
Kunaver, Ales; 134-8 

Kunyang Kish; 126-16; maps 126-24/25 
N. Ridge; 126-15 
S. Ridge; 126-15 
S./S.W. Ridge Correction; 128-15 
N.W. Face 126-22/23/25 (all illus) 
article Kunyang Kish by Keith Milne; 126-

22 to 27; letter Karakoram Error from 
Trevor H. Braham; 128-49 
Kurtyka, Voytek; 126-15, 136-12; article 
Trango Extremes; 127-22 to 27 
Kusum Kangguru; 127-28 illus/30/32( +illus), 
131 -5 

E. Face; 125-12; Correction; 127-13 
Kvale, Ace; 131 -11, 136-12 
Kwang, Bong-sin; 134-9 
Kwang de; 127-30/32( +ill us) 

Hongo Face; 130-7 
Kyo-Sup, Jin; 132-10 
Kyrta, Tanio; 126-13 
Kyu, Cho Hyung; 127-12 

L 
Labande, Fran~ois; 125-15 
Labrune, Corinne; 129-14, 130-46/47, 133-42, 
135-15 
Lachenal, Secteur; 125-Cover(illus) 
Ladakh Scouts; 126-13 
Laila; 126-15 
Lake District; 125-17, 128-11/12, 129-14/15, 
134-10 to 12, 135-13/ 14 

Lakes Limestone; 128-12 
Lake District Slate; 134-10/ 11, 135-14 
book Lake District, 100 Classic Climbs by 

Stephen Reid and Steve Ashton; reviewed 
131 -47; book A Century on the Crags by 
Alan Hankinson; reviewed 128-46; book 
Classic Rock Climbs in the Lake District by 
Bill Birkett; reviewed 131 -47 
Lakhpa Tsering Sherpa; 130-7 
Lakpa Sonam Sherpa; 125-10 
Lal, Kanhaiya; 130-8 
Lama, Tchiring Thebe; 131-5 
Lama, Tshering Tshemba; 132-10 
Lampard, Dai; 126-15, 127-18/19/20, 128-11/ 
12, 129-14, 130-15/16/39(illus). 136-11 
Lampard, Rhona; 129-7 
Lancashire: book Rock Climbs, Lancashire 
and the North West by Phil Kelly and Dave 
Cronshaw; reviewed 129-47/48 
Land's End; 127-45, 129-9, 131 -15, 132-16 
Lang, George Rudiger; 136-11 
Langdale; 125-17, 128-11, 129-15, 134-11, 
135-13; Langdale guidebook by D. 
Armstrong, P. Rigby and J. White; reviewed 
130-44 
Lange, Ted; 131 -11 
Langsisa Ri; 132-11 
Langtang Himal; 127-30 
Langtang Lirung; 127-13, 128-15 

S.E. Ridge; 131 -5 
Langtang Ri: S.W. Ridge; 132-11 
Lanters, Hans; 136-11 
Lantz, Colin; 127-14/16, 130-9( +illus). 133-11 
Lantz, Kathy; 130-9 
Laot, Roger; 127-12 
Lapkass, Andrew; 126-14, 136-12 
Larson, Steve; 136-21 
Las Conchas; 135-12 
Las Vegas Trade Show: report by Sybille 
Hechtel; 127-43 
Lasso, Roland; 125-15 
Latok 2: N. Ridge; 136-11 
Latok 3: Japanese Route; 126-15 
Latter, Gary; 129-16/17 
Laughlan, Paul; 129-17, 136-15 
Lavender, Matt; 127-14 
Lavine, Steve; 133-11 
Law, Mike; 128-11 
Law-Smith, Mike; 128-11 
Lawrie, Brian; 129-16 
Lawrie, Graham; 129-17, 136-15 
Lawson, Ken; 129-17 
Lea, Mike; 125-18, 126-21, 128-13, 132-14, 
134-13 
Lea, Simon; 125-18 
Leach, Mark; 125-18, 128-12, 129-14, 131 -16, 
132-14, 133-42/43, 136-44-
Learoyd, Mike; 129-12, 132-14/ 15 
Leavitt, Randy: 128-7(+illus); article Hot 
Potato!; 132-20 to 25 
Le Bissonais, Yves; 127-12 
Le Blond, Elizabeth (Mrs. Aubrey ); 131-41 
Le Bon, Leo: book Majestic Mountains: 
Roaming the Great Mountain Ranges of Six 
Continents; reviewed 132-45/46 
Lechlinski, Mike; 128-7/9 
Lechner, Peter; 132-26(illus) 
Lee, Simon; 130-17 
Leeds Film Festival report by Glenn 
Robbins; 127-46 
Leeds International Grand Prix Climbing 
Competition; 128-13 
Legrand, Fran~ois; 136-43/44/45 
Leit (n)er, Rick; 130-9, 133-11 
Lemaire, Mark; 134-9 
Lemoine, Jee!; 125-15 
Lemons, Mark; 131 -10 
Lena, J .; 128-9 
Lenarcic, Ksenija; 127-19 
Lenin, Pik; 135-9 
Leonardi; 125-13 .1 

Les Courtes: Swiss Route; 125-15 
Les Droites; 131 -6 
Le Suer, Jim; 130-9, 133-12 
Letemendia, Sebastian; ,126-18 
Letter to Gaston article by Ken Hopper; 133-
18 to 21 
Letters; 125-49 to 51 , 127-47, 128-48/49, 129-

49 to 51, 130-50/51, 131 -49/50, 132-46 to 48, 
133-47/48, 135-48, 136-48 
Lewis, Gary; 126-20, 129-12, 132-14/15 
Lewis, Pete; 126-20/21, 127-44, 129-12, 132-
14/15 
Lewis, Steve; 125-18 
Lhakpa Dorje Sherpa; 125-12 
Lhakpa Ner.u (aka Ang Lhakpa); 132-11 
Lhakpa Norbu Sherpa; 127-13 
Lhakpa Nuru Sherpa; 128-14 
Lhakpa, Ang; 127-12 
Lhotse; 125-10, 126-12, 128-14 

S. Face; 128-14, 130-7(+illus), 132-10, 134-
8(+i 11 us)/22(i II us), 

S. Ridge 126-12 
W. Face; 125-10, 134-9 
W.Cwm/W. Face; 131 -5 
article Jannu-Lhotse Solo by Torno Cesen; 

134-20 to 25 
Lhotse Shar 

S.E. Face; 125-10 
S.E. Ridge; 131 -5 
Czechoslovak Route; 130-7(+illus) 

Liathach; 127-20 
Libeks, Gunars; 131 -14 
Liddell, Ado; 130-14, 136-15 
Liddiman, Dave; 125-17 
Light, David; 130-9 
Lightweight Expeditions book by Rob 
Collister; reviewed 131 -43/44 
Lima, Ailton; 126-44 
Lima, Andre; 126-45 
Lincoln, Jon; 126-33(illus)/35, 127-20 
Lindorf!. Kevin; 128-10 
Lindstrand, Per; 126-40 
Link, Robert; 128-14, 134-9 
Lipinski, Thomas; 126-15 
Liska, Don; 131 -10 
Listener, Rick; 130-9 
Lister, Dave; 135-35 
Little Orme; 125-17/ 18 
Little, Geoff; 128-10 
Little, Gordon; 130-10 
Littlejohn, Pat 
Littlejohn, Pat; 125-18, 126-20, 127-44/45, 
133-17(+illus); letter Cornish Scars; 132-46 
Livesey, Peter; 132-39; book Rock Climbing; 
reviewed; 124-50 
Livingstone, Graeme; 129-17 
Lizard, The; 127-45 
Llanberis Pass; 130-16, 134-14 
Llanberis Slate; 130-15, 134-14; Llanberis 
Slate - A Topo Guide by Nick Harms; 
reviewed 134-48 
Llanbradach; 126-20, 129-12 
Llech Ddu; 130-15 
Lleyn Peninsul~; 125-18, 130-17, 134-14, 135-
14/15 
Lloyd, Caid; 126-19 
Llwnypia; 129-12 
Llyinsky, Ervand; 134-9 
Lobsang Spire; 135-29(illus)/26/28 
Lobuje East; 127-30/32/33(illus); 132-10 
Lochnagar; 129-17 
Lockwood, Keith: letter Chipping is 
Cheating; 132-47/48 
Logan, Dave; 131-10 
Lohia, Heera; 125-12 
Lokhzung; 130-8 
Long, Gerard; 125-15/16 
Long, Jeff; 134-42(illus) 
Long, John; 130-11 
Long, Pete; 127-20 
Long, Steve; 130-15 
Long Tor Quarry; 125-18 
Lopez, Antonio; 125-12 
Lopez, Jeronimo; 125-10 
Lopez-Ouadra, Santiago; 126-13 
Lorenzi, Claude; 125-15 
Loretan, Erhard; 126-15, 127-18/22 to 27, 
136-12 
Louridis, Nikos; 130-7 
Lovatt, Mick; 125-17, 131 -16 
Lovegrove, Ray; 126-21 
Lowe, Jeff; 127-12 
Lowe, Mark; 126-15/26 
Loxham, Jim; 125-17 
Lozat, Georges; 126-14 
Lu, Tong; 136-12 
Lucas, Enric; 127-19 
Luce, Peggy Joan; 125-10, 126-40 
Luebben, Craig; 130-11/12, 131 -10 
Luetters, Bruce; 127- 17 
Lugbill, Kent; 127-15, 130-9 
Lukenia; 133-33 
Lukie, Laurent; 132-10 
Lundy; 129-10, 132-15 
Lunjakov, Grigor; 134-9 
Lupke Lawa Brakh (Snow Lake Peak) : W. 
Ridge; 130-8 
Lutz, George; 136-24 
Lwow, Alek; 126-14 
Lyall, John; 127-21, 131 -13, 136-16 
Lyncke-Kruger, Dr. Kurt; 136-11 
Lynden , Mark; 126-34 
Lyon, Dave; 130-15, 134-13 

M 
Macartney-Snape, Tim;l 36-12 
MacFarlane, Tom; 1.33-12/14 
MacKenzie, Roddy; 128-14 
MacMahon, Declan; 131 -5 
MacNae, Andy; 126-16, 131 -6 
MacPhearson, Yvonne; 128-7 
Magalhiles, Ant6nio; 126-45 
Maiden, The (Scottish Sea Stack); 127-37/38 
Maier, Stephen: letter A Free Antarctica?; 
132-48 
Maincent, Regis; 132- 11 
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McMullen, John; 131 -10 
McNaught Davis, Ian: Opinion: Environment 
vs the Mountain; 125-8 
McNeish, Cameron: The Book of the 
Climbing Year; reviewed 126-47 
McQuade, Dan; 127-15 
McRory, Steve; 130-16 
Meadows, The; 128-9 
Mear, Roger; 126-14 
Mearnes, Jeff; 130-17 
Mehra Peak; see Kongma Tse 
Mehrbani; 126-16 
Mehta, Soli; 131 -40(+illus) 
Mehta, Soli and Harish Kapadia: book The 
Himalayan Journal; reviewed 133-44; book 
Exploring the Hidden Himalaya; reviewed 
135-46/47 
Meilcke, Calum; 129-15 
Melbourne Area; 125-14; guidebook; 125-14 
Meldrum, D.; 130-14 
Mellor, Don: guidebook Climbing in the 
Adirondacks; reviewed 130-42 
Men of Letters letter from Ronny Marsden; 
125-50 
Menescal, Bruno; 126-42 
Meneses, Enrique; 125-40 
Menlungtse; 136-12 
Menthosa: Normal Route; 131 -5 
Mentz, Simon; 128-10 
Mera Peak; 125-12, 127-30(+illus)/32 
Mercer, Campbell; 128-15 
Mereness, Tom; 126-16 
Meru: 

N. Face;136-13 
N.W. Face; 132-11 
E. Ridge; 131 -6 
S. Face - Ordinary Route; 132-11 

Meru North: E. Face; 126-13 
Mesdough, Steve; 130-12 
Messner, Gunther; 132-37 
Messner, Reinhold; 125-15, 128-14, 132-34/ 
37x; book All Eight Thousanders; reviewed 
125-46; book The Crystal Horizon; Everest 
The First Solo Ascent; reviewed 131-44 
Metcalf(e). Jaysen; 125-17, 129-15 
Metford , J.; 130-17 
Metkov, Milen ; 131 -5 
Meyer, Ant6nio Carlos; 126-45 
Meyer, Graham; 126-13 
Meyers, Andy; 126-33/34(+illus)/35(illus) 
Meyers, Bill; 127-14 
Meyers, George; 130-11 
Meyers, Kevin; 130-9 
Meyers, Steve; 127-44, 130-15 
Mich , Fran·cesco; 126-15 
Michael, Dan; 127-14/15/16 
Middendorf, John; 131 -10 
Midi; 132-12 
Mihev, Stanko; 131 -5 
Milburn, Geoff: guidebook Gogarth; 
reviewed 133-45; guidebook Tremadog and 
Cwm Silyn with Mark Pretty and Dave 
Farrant; reviewed 133-45/46; guidebook 
Kinder and Bleak/ow; reviewed 136-47 
Miles, Shaun; 128-13 
Military Surveyors Summit; 126- 17 
Millar, Ade; 136-12 
Millar, Stuart; 134-12, 135-13 
Miller's Dale; 126-21 
Miller, Andy: book Hanging in the Balance; 
reviewed 128-45 
Miller, C.; 127-20 
Miller, Daryl; 130-12 
Miller, Mark; 126-15, 127-19, 135-9/26/28/29 
Miller, Stuart; 125-17, 129-15 
Mills, Ian; 134-9 
Mills, Jimmy; 126-15, 128-15 
Millstone; 135-16 
Milne, Keith; 126-15; article Kunyang Kish; 
126-22 to 27 
Milne, Rob; 127-19/20/21, 131 -13, 136-16 
Minas Gerais State; 126-44 
Minitruth letter from Doug Buchanan; 128-
48 
Minya Konga - See Gongga Shan 
Miotecki, Piotr; 126-16 
Mirali; 126-17 
Miranda, George; 126- 14 
Misled Minority letter from Andy Hyslop; 
136-48 
Mitani, Toichiro; 131 -5 
Mitchel, Tony; 125-17 
Mitchell , Dave; 135-13 
Mitchell, Paul; 125-18, 129-13/14, 130-17/ 18, 
134-13, 135-16; letter Batters, Chippers -. 
Believing Their Own Lies; 131 -50 
Mitchell, Tony; 129-14, 130-16, 135-15 
Mo, Jeff; z132-12 
Moats, Tony; 130-12 
Moaz, Chris; 131-10 
Modern Rock and Ice Climbing book by Bill 
Birkett; reviewed 134-49/50 
Modugno, Felix; 136-21(illus) 
Moffatt, Jerry; 125-18, 126-21, 128-12/13, 
130-46/47( +illus)/48, 131 -51 , 133-42/ 43, 134-
13, 136-42/43/44/45 
Mohammedullah; 130-8 
Moine: Point 3064m of S.W. Ridge of; 125-
16 
Moir, Wilson; 129-17, 131 -13 
Mojsejev, Jurij (Moiseev, Juri); )25-11 , 128-
21(illus) 
Molenaar, Dee; 130- 11 
Molenaar, "K"; 130-11 
Molyneux, Bruce; 132-15 
Monch: N. Face; 127-18 
Mondeau, David; 131 -10 
Monier, Eric; 131 -5 
Monks, Steve; 127-45, 128-10, 129-9 
Monnet, L.; 131-7 

6 

Maine; 136-24 
Majer, Janusz; 125-11; 126-12, 128-14 
Majestic Mountains: Roaming the Great 
Mountain Ranges of Six Continents book by 
Leo Le Bon; reviewed 132-45/46 
Makalu; 131 -5 

S. Face; 130-7, S. Face; 131 -5/26(illus)/ 
27(illus) 

W. Face; 125-11 , 130-7 
W. Pillar; 125-12, 134-9 
N.W. Ridge; 134-9 
articles headed Makalu Summer; 131 -18 to 

31; article Going Scottish by Andy 
Fanshawe and Victor Saunders; 131 -20 to 
25; article New Moon on Makalu by Pierre 
Beghin; 131 -26 to 31 
Makalu 2 (Kangchungtse): 125-12, 130-7 
W. Face; 131 -5/25 
South Ridge; 125-12 

Makeley, Mike; 135-11 
Making of a Mountaineer /The) book by 
George Ingle Finch; reviewed 129-46/47 
Making the Grade; letter from Mike Raine; 
125-50/51 
Malgarotto; 125-13 
Malham; 125-18, 126-21, 128-12, 129-14, 
135-15 
Mailmen, Karl; 127-17 
Malubiting; 126-15 
Malzuk, Jarosz; 126-15 
Mamostang Kangri; 126-13 

E. Ridge; 130-8, 134-9 
Manang Himal ; 127-30 
Manaslu; 125-12 

N.E. Face; 131 -5, 134-9 
W. Ridge; 128-15 
S.W. Face; 131 -5, 132-11 
S. Ridge; 128-15 

Mandelli, Gilan Maria; 126-13 
Manera, U.; 127-19 
Manfrini, Rosan(n)a; 125-12(illus)/ 13, 126-15 
Manica; 125-13 
Manirang; 131 -5 
Manning , Brent; 134-9 
Mannix, Dan; 130- 11 
Mansfield, Richard ; 129-16, 130-14, 131 -13, 
136-15/16 
Manson, Al; 125-17, 131 -16, 135-16 
March, Bill; obit. 136-17 
Marciani, Marco; 126-15 
Marciniak, Andrzej; 128-14 
Marczak; 125-13 
Marden, Jeff; 136-13 
Mardi Himal ; 127-30/32 
Mariacher, Heinz: article What's Been 
Happening in the Dolomites?; 132-34 to 41; 
article Small is Beautiful. Recent Trends in 
Crag Climbing in the Dolomites; 134-26 to 
33 
Mariani; 125-13 
Marion, Tony; 128-10 
Marks, Bob; 134-13 
Marmolada - S. Face; 127-19 
Marquardt, Andrew; 131 -11 
Marr, Tony; 135-13 
Marriot, Ian ; 127-21 
Marsden, Ronny: letter Men of Letters; 125-
50 
Marsigny, Franyois; 131 -6 
Martinez, Gabriel; 125- 16 
Martini , Sergio; 128- 15 
Martis, Jindrich; 125-11, 126-12 
Masherbrum; 126-15 
Mason, Nick; 125-12 
Massari, Michael; 130-9, 133-11 
Masschelein, Pierre; 125-15 
Masson, Bonny; 136-44 
Masterson, Ben; 125-18, 130-17 
Mateos, Miguel Angel; 126-12 
Matheson, Malcolm; 128-10 
Mathews, Dan; 130-12 
Mateus, Steve; 126-14 
Matterhorn: N. Face; 131 -6 
Mattos, Jose Augusto; 126-44 
Mattos, Luiz Fernando; 126-42 
Maurus, Jean-Pierre; 125-15 
May, Johnnie; 136-16 
Mayer, Steve; 128-11 
Mayers, Steve; 134-14, 136-44 
Maynard, Mark; 128-7 
Mayr, Troy; 128-7 
Mazzacaro, Alexandre; 126-45 
McCallum, Duncan; 127-16/ 17(illus)/18(i llus), 
128-9/ 1 0(illus), 136-15/ 16 
McCausland, Greg; 127-16/17, 128-9 
McClanahan; 133-11 
McCle.nahan, Roy; 128-7 
McCormick, Gil; 130-12 
McCoy, Sally; 125-40 
McCulloch, Jared; 128-10 
McCutcheon, Dave; 131 -13, 136-16 
McDermott, Carol; 126-13 
McEvan, George; 131 -5 
McEwan, George; 127-19/20 
McGee, Dan; 127-14 
McGill Mike; 135-11/12 
McGlashan, Ernest; 131 -5 
McGowan, Mark; 129-17, 136-15 
McGrath, Scot; 132-10 
McGrosky, Chuck; 133-12 
McHaffie, Ray; 125-17, 129-15, 134-10/11 
Mcl-iugh,Phil; 126-26 
McKeever, John; 135-16 
McKigney, Ed; 130-9 
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Wszolek, Kazimierz; 126-15 
Wuntch, Steve; 126-12 
Wye Valley; 125-19 
Wyrick, Ken; 130-11 

V 
Yablinski, Vladimir; 127-13 
Yalung Kang; 125-12 

S. E. Face; 132-10 
S.E. Ridge; 131 -5 

Yamada, Noburu; 125-11 
Yamane, S.; 136-11 
Yan; 126-13 
Yanakiev, Liudmil; 131-5 
Yanira, Tony; 128-7, 132-20 (+illus) 
Yardley, Nick; 127-16/17, 128-9 
Yardley, Paul; 127-20 
Yates, Simon; 126-15, 130-8, 135-26/28/29, 
132-12, 136-13 
Yelkov, Alexander: Ideas article Climbing 
and Perestroika; 135-42/43 
Yeng utz; 130-8 
Yearn-Bo, Shim; 125-12 
Yeoman, Guy: book Africa's Mountains of 
the Moon; reviewed 136-47 
Yesnaby; 127-37 
Yoder, Jim; 132-10 
Yong -Kyu, Kim; 131 -5 
Yorkshire: 126-21, 128-12, 129-14, 131 -16, 
135-15/16; Yorkshire Poachers letter from S. 
Wilson, R. Kenyon and I. Cummins; 133-47/ 
48 

Gritstone; 128-13, 129-14, 135-15; Yorkshire 
Gritstone guidebook ed by Graham Desroy 
et al; reviewed 133-46 

Limestone; 125-18, 135-15/ 16 
Yosemite; Fall 1988; 126-18/ 19 
Yoshida; 126-16 
Young, Rod; 128-10 
Young, Sue; 128-10 
Young, Youn Tae; 132-11 
Young-Ho, Heo; 131 -5 
Young-Seok, Park; 132-11 
Yulang Kang; 128-14 

z 
Zabaleta, Martin; 128-15 
Zaborniak, Mieczyslaw; 126-13 
Zabudnina Everest book by Jaryk Stejskal 
and Milan Vranka; reviewed 136-47 
Zajchowski; 136-24 
Zak, Heinz; 126-15 
Zaluski, Dariusz; 126-13 
Zamok; 126-17 
Zamora, Francisco; 125- 12 
Zangbu Sherpa; 128-14 
Zanolla, Maurizio ("Manolo"); 132-39/40 
Zanotti, Augusto; 126-15 
Zawada, And rzej; 126-14 
Zennor; 131 -15 
Zermatt Encounter article by Audrey 
Salkeld; 135-44/45 
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Overby, Jim; 130-10 
Owen, Barry; 127-20 
Owen , Mike; 129-10, 134-14 
Owens, J .; 127-20 
Owt of Africa article by Craig Smith/John 
Sherman; 133-30 to 35 
Oxley, Pete; 126-20/21 , 132.-15 

p 
P6038; 125-12 
Padar; 126-12/13 
Padmashree, Hari Dang: letter Hillary -
Rima; 135-48 
Paes, Ronalda; 126-42/43 
Page, D.; 131 -8 
Paine; 125-13 

North Tower; 135-33 illus/35 
article Paine - The Other Patagonia by 

Steve Hillen ; 135-32 to 35 
Paisley, Rick; 127-19 
Pakiewicz, Ewa; 135-10 
Pakistan; 128-15, 129-7, 130-8, 131 -6, 135-10 
Palais, Bob; 126-18 
Paldor; 127-29/30 
Palecek, Ludvik; 125-12 
Palisade Persuasion article by Cameron 
Burns/Steve Porcella; 135-36 to 41 with illus, 
map & topo 
Palmer, Ken; 129-10, 132-15 
Palmer, Mike;136-13 
Palmowska, Krystyna; 125-12 
Palzor, Sonam; 130-8 
Pamirs; 126-17, 132-11 , 136-12 
Panayotov, Petr; 131 -5 
Pang Nima Sherpa; 127-13 
Panton, Simon; 135-15 
Pappas, Melanie; 130-11 
Paradis, Marie; 131 -41 
Parana State; 126-45 
Parantha Peak; 130-8 
Paraskevaidis, Stratos; 130-7 
Parchamo; 127-30 
Park, II Hwan; 126-16 
Parkes, Graham; 130-18 
Parkin, Andy; 125-16, 127-18, 136-13 
Parkin, Chris; 130-15 
Parrack Quarry; 135-14 
Parson, Adrian; 132-11 
Parvati Parbat: S.E. Face; 130-7 
Parvati: S.E. Face; 134-9 
Pasang Dawa Sherpa; 127-13 
Pasang Norbu; 134-8 
Pasang Temba Sherpa; 125-10 
Pasang, Lavaraju; 125-12 
Paspal, Sonja; 130-12, 131-10/ 11 
Passariello, Tony; 130-12 
Passaris, Kostas; 130-7 
Pastore, Thierry; 127-18 
Patagonia; 125-13; article Desperado by 
Michel Piola; 130-20 to 25; Paine - The 
Other Patagonia article by Steve Hillen; 
135-32 to 35 
Patakha Peak: S. Face; 130-8 
Patissier, Isabelle; 130-46/47/48, 133-42, 136-
43/44/45 
Patscheider, Reinhard; 128-15 
Paul, Mike; 128-7 
Paul, Robin; 130-7 
Pawlowski, Ryszard; 130-7 
Pawlowski; 125-13 
Payne, John; 133-12 
Payne, Roger; 132-12 
Peak 11,280+ (Triangle Peak); 126-18 
Peak 11,428ft.; 126-18 
Peak 12,880+ ft; 126-18 
Peak 5347m; 132-11 
Peak 6038m; 126-13 
Peak District; 125-18; 126-21, 128-13, 129-12 
to 14, 130-17/18, 134-13, 135-16 

Limestone; 125-18, 129-13/14, 130-17/18, 
132-14, 134-13, 135-16 

Gritstone; 125-18, 128-13, 129-12/13, 130-
18, 132-14, 134-13, 135-16 
Peak Otkriti: N.W. Ridge;136-12 
Pearson, John; 128-11 
Pearson, Stan; 127-20 
Peascod, Bill; 131 -40/41 
Peascod, Bill and Bill Birkett: book Women 
Climbing: 200 Years of Achievement; 
reviewed 131 -43 
Peche, Jacky; 126-14 
Peck, Annie; 131 -41 
Peck, Mike; 128-11 
Peck, Simon; 127-15 
Pederson, Jeff; 136-13/14 
Pedrini; 125-13 
Peel , Jerry; 127-46, 129-10, 131 -16, 135-15 
Pegg, Dave; 128-12/13, 129-13(illus)/14/ 
41(illus). 131 -16, 134-10/111+illus), 135-13/15 
Pejoux, T.; 131 -7 
Pelerins, N. Face of; 127-18 
Pelikan, Dr. Jiri; 125-11, 126-12 
Perna Dorje Sherpa ; 125-10 
Pembroke; 125-19, 126-21 
Pen Trwyn ; 125-18, 130-15; Lower Pen 
Trwyn; 134-13 
Pena Santa de Castilla ; topo; 128-34 
Penning, Tony; 129-10/11 /12, 131 -7 
Penwith , West; 127-45, 129-9, 132-16 
People by Audrey Salkeld ; 125-40/ 41 , 126-
40/41, 128-42/43 , 129-38/39 , 130-40/41 , 131 -
40/41 , 134-44/45, 136-40/41 
Pereira, Oswaldo; 126-44 
Peres, Luciano; 126-43/44 
Perez, Gregorio (El Cainejo ); 128-33(illus) 
Perkins, Andy; 131 -13 
Perlman, Eric; 126-17 
Perna, Bob; 135-12 
Perroux, Godefroy; 131 -7/33(illus) 

Perroux, Godefroy and Fran"'ois Damilano: 
article Canada Dry; 131 -33 to 39 
Peru: book The Peruvian Andes by Philippe 
Beaud; reviewed 130-44; letter Peru Guide 
Failings (re. Beaud 's book) from Andy Hope; 
136-48 
Pete, "Big Wall "; 126-19 
Petefish , Andy; 131 -10/11 
Peterson , Dick; 127-17 
Petit Clacher du Portalet; 131 -7 
Petit Dru : 

Bonatti Pillar; 127-19 
Point 3280m of Flammes de Pierre; 127-19 

Petree, David ; 130-10 
Petrelli, Carol; 130-11 
Petro, Steve; 131-11 
Petr6polis; 126-43/44 
Pfeiffer, Nancy; 130-12 
Phabrang 

E. Face; 130-7 
S.E. Face; 130·7 

Phelps, J.; 130-17 
Philippens, Joos; 136-11 
Phillips, Cliff; 135-14 
Phillips, Kate; 136-12 
Phizacklea, Al; 125-17, 128-11 /12, 129-14/ 15, 
130-34(illus)/35(illus), 134-10/12, 135-13/ 
14(+illus); article Scafe/I - An Update; 130-
34 to 39 
Phizacklea, Keith; 125-17, 128-12 
Phu Dorje Sherpa; 128-14 
Piana, Paul; 127-14/15/16, 130-9, 133-11 / 
12(+illus) 
Pie du Midi d 'Ossau; 125-16 
Picas de Europa: report by Robin Walker; 
131 -11; Picas de Europa - An 1-/istorical 
Re,,iew article by Robin Walker; 128-30 to 
37 (maps and illus); book Walks and Climbs 
in the Picas de Europa; reviewed 133-44/45 
Pidal, Pedro (Marquis of Villaviciosa); 128-
33(illus) 
Pier Giorgio; 130-23 
Pierzynski; 125-13 
Pitter, Milton ; 126-45 
Pik Fourth: S.W. Face; 136-12 
Pik Kommunizm: 

N. Face; 136-12 
Czech Route; 136-12 

Pik Korjeyevska; 136-12 S. Face;136-12 
Pik Leipzig; 132-11 
Pik Lenin: 126-17, 135-43 

N. Face;136-12 
Arkin Route;136-12 

Pik Mir: N. Face; 132-11 
Pik Pobedy; 126-17, 135-43 

1956 Route;136-12 
East Summit; 126-17 

Pik Vazha Pshavela; 126-17 
Pik Vorfobyova : N. Face; 136-12 
Pike, Bob; 136-23 
Pilastro Val di Fiemme; 126-15 
Pilier d'Angle: BoivinNallencant Couloir; 
125-15 
Pilier Rouge: E. Face; 125-15 
Pillar of Elidir; 130-15/16 
Pillar (Lake District); 125-17, 128-11 /12, 129-
15, 134-12 
Piola, Daniel; 125-15 
Piola, Michel ; 125-15/ 16, 127-19, 131 -6n; 
article Desperado; 130-20 to 25 
Pirog , Katarzyna; 126-13 
Pisang; 127-30/32 
Piz Badile; ENE Face 135-22(illus)/23 topo; 
135-18/ 19(illus); article Badile - Granite 
Dreams by Renata Rossi with maps and 
topos; 135-18 to 25; book Badile Sogno nel 
Granito by Renata Rossi; reviewed 133-44 
Planning an Expedition Medical Kit article 
by Dr. David Hillebrand; 125-38/39 
Plant, Chris; 129-13/14, 130-15 
Pletta, Brian ; 135-11 
Poincenot; 125- 13 
Point 2940m of the Aiguille Pierre a Joseph; 
125-16 
Point 3014m of L'Eveque; 125-16 
Point 3064m of S.W. Ridge of the Moine; 
125-16 
Point 5500m; 126-16(illus) 
Point 5679m; 132-11 
Pointe Adolphe Rey: South Face; 125-15 
Pointe de Lepiney; 125-15 E. Face; 125-15 
Pointe Lachenal : 
East Face; 125-15/16 
California Sector (left of Martinetti Pillar); 

125-15/16 
Pointed Peak: N.W. Couloir; 130-8 
Pokalde; 127-29/30/32 

N. Ridge; 132-11 
Polar Plea letter from lco Kloppenburg; 128-
48 
Pollari , David; 130-12 
Pollari, Don; 130-12 
Pollitt, Andy; 125-18/19(illus), 129-9, 130-17, 
133-17 
Pomeroy, Paul ; 130-9 
Pons, Jordi; 126-14 
Poolewe North West; 136-16 
Popp, Andy; 129-10, 134-13, 135-15/16 
Porcella, Steve/Cameron Burns: article 
Palisade Persuasion; 135-36 to 41 
Pordenack Point; 131-15 
Portela, Alexander; 126-42/43/44/45 
Portela, J ose; 126-44 
Porters Pass; 128-11 
Porthloe Cove; 131 -16 
Portilla; 125-13 
Porzak, Glenn E.; 134-9; letter AAC 
Response to Buchanan; 130-50 
Pottasch, Bushy; 127-15 
Potter, P.; 127-20 

Poulet, Philippe: Sardinian Portfolio; 136-26 
to 31 
Poundar, Al ; 131 -14 
Powell, John: article Aristotle Would Have 
Understood; 129-42 to 45; letter The 
Mountain as Environment: A Reply to Ian 
McNaught Davis; 129-50/51 ; letter Powell 
Praise from Peter Helmetag; 131 -50 
Prabhu, Sharavati ; 130-8 
Pradalier, Pierre-Jean; 125-16 
Prehn , Ant; 128-11 
Preloznik, Rok; 126-13 
Prentice, Tom; 129-16/17, 130-15, 131-13, 
136-16 
Presles: article The Pearls of Pres/es by 
Claude and Yves Remy; 129-28 to 33 with 
topos 
Prestidge, Nigel; 125-18, 128-13 
Preston , Jonathan; 125-13, 127-21 
Pretty, Mark; 125-17/ 18, 129-14, 130-17 
Pretty, Mark, Dave Farrant and Geoff 
Milburn: guidebook Tremadog and Cwm 
Silyn; reviewed 133-45/46 
Prezelj, Marko; 132-11 
Price, Alan; 126-20, 127-44, 129-12 
Pritchard, Greg; 128-10 
Pritchard, Paul; 125-18, 130-16, 133-17, 134-
14, 136-13 
Prochazka Jr. , Vladimir: article Black Flags 
on Majak • A Christmas Story; 136-38/39 
Profit, Christophe; 127-18/19, 128-14, 132-10 
Pronobis, Marek; 126-15 
Provonost, Steve; 135-11 
Pumarichish; 126-15 
Pumori; 125-12, 131 -5 

S.E. Face; 132-11 
S.E. Ridge; 131 -5 

Punk Rock; 132-15 
Pure Land (The) book by John Beatty; 
reviewed 125-46/4 7 
Pusnik, Franc; 131 -5 
Pustelnik, Piotr; 136-11 
Pyramide; 136-33 
Pyves, Roger; 131 -5 

a 
Going, Da; 134-9 
Quay-Don, Pak; 125-10 
Queensland; 128- 11 ; article Strange Tales 
from the Belly of the Cruising Shark(+illus) 
by Glenn Robbins; 125-28 to 31 

Western Wall; 128-11 
Quigley, Melissa; 133-12 
Ouinghair Province; 126- 17 

R 
Raboutou, Didier; 128-13, 130-46/47/48, 131 -
8/51, 133-42, 135-15, 136-14/43/44/45 
Rackcliff, Randy; 136-21 
Radtke, Mark; 128-11, 129-15, 135-15 
Raine, Mike; letter Making the Grade; 125-
50/51 
Rajab; 130-8 
Rajab, S.; 136-11 
Rakhiot Peak; 126-15 
Rakhmetov, Salavat; 136-44 
Rakoncaj, Josef; 128-15, 134-9 
Ramdung; 127-29/30 
Rampini; 125-13 
Ramsey, Frank; 130-17, 132-15, 127-45, 129-
10, 135-15 
Ranaud, J.P.; 126-14 
Ranger, Pam; 130-9 
Ratcliff, Mike; 130-17 
Ratheaux, Olivier; 125-16 
Ratti, Charles; 126· 13 
Ratzlaff, Jimmy; 127-14, 130-9 
Raven Tor; 125-18, 126-21, 130-17, 134-13 
Raybaud, Nanette; 130-46/47/48, 131 -51, 
136-43/ 45 
Raza, Ari; 136-11 
Razdelny, Pik; 135·9 
Rebitsch , Ma(t)thias; 126-16; obit. 134-17 + 
illus. 
Redam; 126-15 
Redhead, John; 125-18, 130-16, 134-14 
Reed, Doug; 130-10 
Rees-Jones, Chris; 130-16 
Reeve, Bob; 126-37/39 
Reeve, Paul; 129-14 
Regulbrugge, Jon; 130-10 
Reid, N.; 134-11 
Reid, Stephen and Steve Ashton : guidebook 
Lake District, 100 Classic Climbs; reviewed 
131 -47 
Reid, Steve; 125-17, 134-11/12, 135-13 
Reiff; 129-16, 130-12/15, 136-16 
Reitzner, Leo; 130-11 
Remy, Claude; Interview of Patrick Berhault; 
133-38 to 41 
Remy, Claude & Yves: article The Pearls of 
Pres/es; 129-28 to 33; article Wendenstock; 
132-26 to 33; article The Cesen Phenom
enon. A Profile of the World 's Top 
Mountaineer; 134-18/ 19 
Renault, Thierry; 125-16 
Renzler, Robert; 126-16 
Resnick, Scott; 130-9 
Reuterswald, Mikael; 134-9 
Reynolds, Chuck; 127-16 
Reynolds, Kev: book Walking t~e Jura 1-/igh 
Route; reviewed 136-47; book Walks in the 
Valais; reviewed 136-47 
Reynolds, Scott; 127-1q 
Rhoscolyn; 125-18, 134-14 
Ribeiro, Carlos; 126-44 
Ribeiro, Ramos; 126-44 
Rice, Chris; 127-20, 132-13 

Rice, Dan; 127-16 
Rice, Dave; 127-15 
Richards, S.; 127-20 
Richardson, Simon; 126-13, 127-19/ 20/ 21 , 
129-15, 130-8, 132-13(+illus)/14 
Richey, Mark; 136-24 
Riepe, Brian; 133-12/14 
Riese, Luggi ; 132-39/40 
Rigby, P., D. Armstrong and J. White: 
Langdale guidebook; reviewed 130-44 
Rigid Crampons; 125-42 to 44 
Rima : letter Hillary - Rima from Hari Dang 
Padmashree; 135-48 
Rima 1; 126-16 
Rima 2: W . Buttress/N. Ridge; 130-8 
Rima 4: 130·8 S. Face; 130-8 
Ringsby, Gray; 130-9 
Rinji Sherpa ; 131 -5 
Rinker, George; 135-12 
Rio de Janeiro: 

City; 126-42/43 
State; 126-42 to 44 

Rita, Ang; 127-12 
Ritchie, Neil; 131-13, 136-16 
Roaches; 130-18 
Robas, Roman; 125-10 
Robbins, Glenn; 128-11, 133-17; article 
Strange Tales from the Belly of the Cruising 
Shark + illus; 125-28 to 31 ; report of Leeds 
Film Festival; 127-46 
Robert, Rene; 125-15 
Roberts, David; 125-40 
Roberts, Jack; 133-11 
Robertson, Jim: letter Competition Parity for 
Women; 130-50 
Robertson, Stuart; 129-17 
Robinson, Dave; 136-14 
Robinson, Greg; 127-14/ 16, 130-9 
Robinson, Kim Stanley: book Escape from 
Kathmandu; reviewed 135-46 
Robinson, Mark: letter Death of the Rock; 
128-49 
Robinson, W.; 126-15 
Rock Boots 1989 Gear Piece 127-40 to 43 
Rock Climbing book by Peter Livesey; 
reviewed 134-50 
Rock Climbing in Scotland book by Kevin 
Howett; reviewed 134-47 
Rock Climbing in Snowdonia guidebook by 
Paul Williams; reviewed 134-47/48 
Rock Climbing Techniques book by Steve 
Ashton; reviewed 134-49/50 
Rock Climbs, Lancashire and the North West 
guidebook by Phil Kelly and Dave . 
Cronshaw; reviewed 129-47/48 
Roduit, F.; 131 -7 
Rogers, Barry; 125-17 
Rogers, Ted; 128-12, 134-10 
Rognon du Plan; 131 -7 
Rolofson, Mark; 127-15/16 
Rolwaling Himal;127-30 
Ronalda, Jose; 126-45 
Roper, Steve and Allen Steck: Ascent. The 
Mountaineering Experience in Word and 
Image; reviewed 131 -42 
Roskelley, John; 127-12, 136-12 
Roslin; 129-17 
Rospletha; 131 -16 
Ross, Andy; 127-16/17/18 
Ross, Paul; 125-17, 129-15, 134-11 / 12, 135-14 
Rossi, Mauro; 128-15, 134-9 
Rossi, Renata: article Badile - Granite 
Dreams; 135-18 to 25; book Badile Sogno 
net Granito; reviewed 133-44 
Rossi, Sandro; 125-15 
Rossiter, Joyce; 127-14/15/16, 133-11/12 
Rossiter, Richard; 127-14/15/16, 133-11/ 12; 
guidebook Boulder Climbs North; reviewed 
128-45/ 46; guidebook Boulder Climbs 
South; 127-16 
Rosso, Enrico; 125-15, 129-7 
Rowell , Andy; 134-10/12, 135-14 
Rowell , Galen; 126-18; letter Nameless Not 
Nameless; 130-50/51 
Rowley, Glenn; 134-12 
Royer, Pierre; 128-15, 134-9 
Royester, Keith ; 131 -11 
Royle, Graham; 126-20/21, 132-14/ 15 
Royle, Thomas; 129-12 
Rozman, Jose; 136-12 
Ruckgaber, Chip; 127-14/16 
Ruckman, Brett; 127-15, 130-9, 131 -10/ 11/ 12, 
133-11/ 12 
Ruckman, Judy; 130-9 
Rumney; 128-9/10 
Runarsson , Kristinn; 125-12 
Rusev, Kiri! ; 126-17 
Rust, Rick; 134-13 
Rutherford, Tim; 135-11 
Rutkiewicz, Wanda; 125-10, 129-7, 135-10 
Ryan , Mick; 128-12, 129-14, 131 -16, 135-15 
Ryan , S.; 130-14 
Ryan , Tony; 128-13, 133-42, 136-43/ 44/45 
Ryden , John; 129-16 

s 
Saddle Tor; 127-44 
Sadleir, Sharon; 130-9 
Saint-Saud, Comte de; 128-33(illus) 
Salathe Wall; 127-19 
Saleki, Mischa: book Ganz Oben; reviewed 
128-45 
Salkeld, Audrey; 134-44(illus) ; People; 126· 
40/41 , 128-42/43, 129-38/39, 130-40/41 , 131 -
40/41 , 134-44/45 , 136-40/ 41 , 125-40/41 ; 
article Skinning One Skunk at a Time; 126-
36 to 39; article Zermatt Encounter, 135-44/ 
45 
Salkeld, Audrey and Rosie Smith : article 
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Too Much Sex, Too Little Climbing; 134-40 
to 43; book One Step in the Clouds; 
reviewed; 136-46 
Salla, Lorenzo; 126-13 
Salter, James; 134-42(illus) 
Samet, Matt; 135-11 
Sammut, Suzi; 130-17, 135-16 
San Lorenzo Group; 125-13 
Sanchez, Miguel; 126-12 
Sandberg, Peter Lars; 129-38 
Sandias, The; 135-11 
Sands, Steven; 130-8 
Sang, Gui; 134-9 
Sang-Yong, Chung; 131 -5 
Sange (Junior); 125-12 
Sange (Senior); 125-12 
Sarapo: W. Face; 125-13 
Sardinian Portfolio by Philippe Poulet; 136-
Cover/26 to 31 
Sari Sumari; 126-15 
Sarkar, Dave; 128-11(illus), 129-9/14 
Saser Kangri; 136-13 

S. Face; 125-12 
W. Ridge; 125-12 

Saser Kangri IV; 125-12 
Sasot, Jose; 134-9 
Satopanth; 126-13 
Saumweber, Michael; 126-16 
Saunders, Tony (Victor); 130-7, 131 -5/13/ 
21(illus)/25; book Elusive Summits; 
reviewed 130-46 
Saunders, Victor and Andy Fanshawe: 
article Going Scottish; 131 -20 to 25 
Savelli, Antoine; 131 -11 
Savov, Melodi; 127-12 
Sayah, Stewart; 130-11 
Sayle, Charles: see article Zermatt 
Encounter by Audrey Salkeld; 125-44(+illus)/ 
45 
Scafell; 125-17, 128-12, 129-14/ 15, 130-36/37 
(topo), 134-10, 135-13/14; article Scafe/I - An 
Update by Al Phizacklea; 130-34 to 39 
Schaeffler, Peter; 131 -45(illus) 
Schaffter, Stephane; 127-18 
Schaschke, Carl; 134-9 
Schauer, Robert; 130-8 
Scheel, Martin; 128-10, 132-41 
Schiersch, Martin; 126-15 
Schiestl, Reinhard; 132-39/40 
Schillaci, Michael; 130-12 
Schillaci, Mike; 133-14 , 135-11/ 12 
Schimell, Carmel; 133-12 
Schlauch, Mike; 133-12 
Schmausser, Bill; 130-11/12 
Schmetterer, Sari; 130-11 
Schmitt, Franck; 136-12 
Schnabl, Peter; 125-11, 126-12 
Schnass, Georg; 126-12 
Schnass, Irene Simon; 126- 12 
Schneider, Jorg; 132-10 
Schneider; 126-15 
Schubert, Jorge; 126-43 
Schueling, Dave; 133-12 
Schultz, Dave; 126-19 
Schutt, John; 134-9 
Schweiger, Wolfgang; 127-16 
Schweiz Extrem book by JUrg Von Kcinel; 
reviewed 130-44 
Scotland; 129-15 to 17, 131 -12 to 14, 132-12 
to 14, 136-15/ 16; book Rock Climbing in 
Scotland by Kevin Howett; reviewed 134-47 

Central Scotland; 129-17 
Islands; 129-17 
North West; 127-20 
Northern Highlands; 129-15/16 
East; 129-17 
Outcrops;136-15 
Winter 1988 - 89; 127-19 to 21 
Western Highlands; 129-17 
Southern Highlands; 129-17; guidebook A 

Climbers' Guide to Arran, Arrochar & the 
Southern Highlands by K.V. Crocket & A. 
Walker reviewed; 130-42/43 

Central and Southern Highlands - 100 
Classic Climbs book by Ken Crocket and 
Steve Ashton: reviewed 125-48 
Scotland's Winter Mountains book by 
Martin Moran; reviewed 125-47 

Sea Stacks: article Stacks to Go At: Part 
Two Northern Scotland by Mick Fowler; 
127-36 to 39 
Scott, Doug; 125-11/ 12, 130-8/41 , 136-11 ; 
article Bhutan - Jitchu Drake; 125-20 to 27 
Scrowston, M .; 125-17 
Scully, Simon; 130-15 
Sea Stacks, British; article Stacks to Go At 
by Mick Fowler; 126-32 to 35 
Seacca, Mike; 127-16 
Searle, Mike; 126-15, 130-8; article Ba/taro, 
Wild Side; 135-26 to 31 
Seibert, Linda; 130-12 
Seibert, Paul; 130-12 
Sella, Vittorio; 126-37 
Seiters, Andy; 125-12 
Sennen; 131 -15 
Senner, George; 130-11 
Serra do Cip6; 126-44 
Serra do Lenheiro; 126-45 
Serra do Marumbi; 126-45 
Serra dos Orgaos; 126-44 
Sesilnauer, Martin; 126-15 
Sethi, Major A.M.; 126-13 
Sgorr, Ruadh; 127-20 
Sgurr An Fheadain; 136-16 
Sgurr Hain; 136-16 
Sgurr Na Lapaich; 131 -13 
Shady Buttress; 128-11 
Shah, Kumar; 134-9 
Shani; 126-16 
Sharman, Dave; 126-21 
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Sharp, Andy; 126-20/21, 127-44, 129-12, 132-
14/ 15 
Sharples, Keith; 129-13/ 14, 130-17, 132-14, 
135-16 
Sharpnose, Lower; 127-45, 129-10, 131 -15 
Shartse; 125-12 
Shawangunks;132-12 
Sheets, Alison; 130-12, 131 -10 
Shefte!, Lee; 133-14, 135-11 
Sheldrake, Mike; 126-26 
Shelin Maiden Peak; 130-8 
Shelter Stone; 129-17, 136-15 
Shepherd, Lincoln ; 128-10 
Shepherd, Louise; 128-11 
Shepherd, Neil; 129-17 
Shepherd, Sandy; 130-10 
Sheridan, Siobhan; 136-33 
Sherman, John; 133-33(illus) 
Sherman, John and Craig Smith: article Owt 
of Africa; 133-30 to 35 
Sherpa Ang Dannu ; 128-14 
Sherpa Ang Dawa; 126-12, 131 -5, 132-10 
Sherpa Ang Dorje; 125-12 
Sherpa Ang Jangbu; 125-12 
Sherpa Ang Kami; 127-12 
Sherpa Ang Kazi; 127-13 
Sherpa Ang Ongchu; 125-12 
Sherpa Ang Rinzi ; 125-12 
Sherpa Ang Rita; 125-10 
Sherpa Ang Zambu; 134-9 
Sherpa Chuldim Dorjee; 132-11 
Sherpa Da Gombu; 125-11 
Sherpa Dawa Nuru; 125-12 
Sherpa Dawa Tshering ; 132-11 
Sherpa Dawa Wangchu; 131 -5 
Sherpa Dawa; 131 -5 
Sherpa Gombu; 131 -5 
Sherpa Kami Shering; 125-12 
Sherpa Lakhpa Tsering; 130-7 
Sherpa Lakpa Sonam; 125-1 O 
Sherpa Lhakpa Dorje; 125-12 
Sherpa Lhakpa Norbu; 127-13 
Sherpa Lhakpa Nuru; 128-14 
Sherpa N.D.; 126-16 
Sherpa Nima Dorje; 134-9 
Sherpa Nima Pemba ; 125-12 
Sherpa Nima Rita; 125-10, 131 -5 
Sherpa Nima Tashi; 134-9 
Sherpa Nuru Jangbu; 131 -5 
Sherpa Pang Nima; 127-13 
Sherpa Pasang Dawa; 127-13 
Sherpa Pasang Gyalzen; 125-10 
Sherpa Pasang Temba; 125-10 
Sherpa Perna Dorje; 125-10 
Sherpa Phu Dorje; 128-14 
Sherpa Rinji ; 131 -5 
Sherpa Shiwa; 128-14 
Sherpa Sonam Dendu; 128-14 
Sherpa Sungdare; 127-12; obit; 131 -17 + 
illus. 
Sherpa Tsindi; 131 -6 
Sherpa Wangel; 134-9 
Sherpa Wongel; 125-11 
Sherpa Zangbu; 128-14 
Shgiri; 126-15 
Shimberg, Jim; 127-18; article New England 
Ice; 136-18to 25 
Shin, Han Cheol; 126-14 
Shipley, Walt; 126-19, 128-7 
Shisha Pangma 

S.W. Face; 131 -5, 132-10(illus)/11 
N. Face; 134-9 
N.W. Face; 136-12 
Chinese Route; 134-9 

Shispare; 130-8 
Shit or Bust letter from Dr. David Shlim; 
128-48/49 
Shivling: 

N. Face; 136-13 
W. Peak-S. E. Ridge/E. Face; 134-9 

Shiwa Sherpa; 128-14 
Shlim, Dr. David: letter Shit or Bust; 128-48/ 
49 
Shorncliffe; 126-20 
Siegenthaler, Michel ; 131 -5 
Sierra Nevada: Summer 1988; 126-18 
Sign the Pledge Mr. Robinson and Mr. Hart 
letter from Ken Wilson; 129-49 
Signo, Giulio; 127-18 
Sik, Chol Tae; 125-11 
Silva, Carlos Alexandre; 126-44 
Silva, Rainildo; 126-44 
Silver, Gary; 126-14 
Simkiss, Paul: letter Offensive Report; 129~ 
49 
Simmons, Bill; 131 -10 
Simpson, Joe, .129-38, 136-13 
Simpson, Matt; 131 -10 
Singh, Hukam; 126-16 
Singh, Hukum;136-13 
Singh, Mohan; 130-8 
Singh, Ratan; 126-16 
Singu Chuli (see Fluted Peak) 
Singuang Ri: W. Ridge ;136-12 
Sirhowy; 129-12, 132-14 
Siula, Chico; 125-13 
Skarja, Tone; 132-11 
Skinner, Courtney; 125- 10 
Skinner, Todd; 133-14, 136-14 
Skinning One Skunk at a Time article by 
Audrey Salkeld; 126-36 to 39 
Skok, Janez; 125-13 
Skorek, Janusz; 126-15 
Skunk Canyon; 133-12 
Skyang; 130-8 
Skye; 129-17, 131 -14, 136-16 
Slabe, Tadej - 128-13(illus) 
Slater, Nigel; 129-14, 130-17 
Slater, Rob; 130-12, 131 -10 
SLCD Review; 128-38 to 41 

Slupski, Tadeusz; 126-13 
Smaghe, Laurent; 125-15 
Small is Beautiful. Recent Trends in Crag 
Climbing in the Dolomites article by Heinz 
Mariacher; 134-26 to 33 
Smanla, Tsewang; 130-8 
Smith, Bob; 125-17 
Smith, Catherine; 131 -13 
Smith, Craig; 135-16 
Smith, Craig and John Sherman: article Owt 
of Africa; 133-30 to 35 
Smith, George; 125-18, 130-15/16, 134-14, 
135-14/ 15 
Smith, Kurt; 126-19, 133-11 
Smith, Malcolm; 136-15 
Smith, Matt; 134-10 
Smith, Paul ; 130-18 
Smith, Phil ; 130-15, 134-13 
Smith, Richard ; 125-14, 128-11 
Smith, Rick; 133-14, 135-11 /12 
Smith, Rosie and Audrey Salkeld: article 
Too Much Sex, Too Little Climbing; 134-40 
to 43; book One Step in the Clouds; 
reviewed 136-46 
Smith, Sean; 126-15, 130-8, 135-26/28/29, 
136-13 
Smoothlands; 129-10 
Smoothy, John; 128-11 
Smuggler's Notch; 136-24 
Smyth, Lorraine; 126-32/35(illus) 
Smyth Nick; 136-12 
Snead, Ray; 130-9 
Sneideman, Gary; 131-10 
Snell, Mike; 132-15 
Snow Lake Peak; see Lupke Lawa Brakh 
Snowdonia; 130-15; guidebook Rock 
Climbing in Snowdonia; reviewed 124-47/48 
Soares, Nilton; 126-42 
Socini, Alberto; 126-12 
Sod's Law Peak; 126-15/26 
Soft Rock: Climbing in Canyon Country 
article by Annie N. Carrera; 133-22 to 29 
Soldiers and Sherpas, book by Brummie 
Stokes; reviewed 125-46 
Solt, Philip; 130-8 
Sonam Dendu Sherpa; 128-14 
Sonnefeld, Mark; 127-14 
Sool, Cho Chung; 125-11 
Sorious, J.; 130-7 
Soroka, Waldek; 136-11 
Sosbun Spire 1; 126-15 
Sosbun Tower: E. Face; 131 -6 
South America; 125-13 
South Australia; 128-10 
South Twin : North Face; 126-16 
Souto, Renato; 126-43/44 
Souza, Luis; 126-43 
Soviet Union; 126-17, 127-13, 132-11 
Sowden, Chris; 128-12, 129-14, 130-38(illus), 
135-14/ 16 
Spalding, Steve; 127-21 
Spantik; 126-15, 131 -6 
Spares, Robert; 135-15 
Sparks, Jon; 134-12 
Spaur, Mike; 133-11 
Speed, Boone; 136-13/14 
Speer, Gary; 126-14 
Spence, Kenny; 129-17, 136-15 
Spencer, Michael ; 130-8 
Spersely, G.; 125-17 
Spider, The (person); 127-15 
Spillett, R; 126-16 
Spion Kop; 126-20 
Sponge, Merle; 135-15 
Squibb, George; 127-15 
Sread, Jackie; 126-34 
Srivastava; 125-12 
Stac An Fharaidh; 136-15 
Stac Pollaidh; 129-16 
Stacey, Mike; 128-11 
Stacks to Go At article by Mick Fowler; 126-
32 to 35; Stacks to Go At: Part Two 
Northern Scotland article by Mick Fowler; 
127-36 to 39 
Stacy, Allison; 126-40 
Staffin; 131-14(+illus) 
Staffordshire Gritstoiie guidebook compiled 
by Gary Gibson; reviewed 128-47 
Stahl Brothers; 128-7 
Stallbohm, Volker; 126-16 
Stanage; 125-18, 130-18, 134-13, 135-16; 
Stanage guidebook, volume editor Graham 
Hoey; reviewed 130-44/ 45 
Staniforth, Andy; 129-15 
Stapely, Peter; 130-8 
Starlight Peak; 135-40 
Staying Coo/ letter from Harish Kapadia; 
133-47 
Steck, Allen and Steve Roper: Ascent. The 
Mountaineering Experience in Word and 
Image; reviewed 131 -42 
Steen, Nick;132-15 
Steer, Luke; 125-17, 128-12, 131 -14, 136-11 
Stejskal, Jaryk and Milan Vranka: book 
Zabudnina Everest; reviewed; 136-47 
Stephens, Al; 128-11 , 
Stephenson, Clive; 130-15 
Stephenson, Dave; 126-13 
Stephenson, Tony; 134-12 
Stepien, Jozef; 127-12 
Stern, Jason; 127-17, 132-12 
Steulet, P.; 131 -7 
Steuwe, Bob; 135-11 
Stevenson, Scot(t); 128-9(illus)/ 10 
Stewart, Colin; 131 -13 
Stipe, Bozic; 130-8 
Stob Caire Nan Lochan; 127-19 
Stock, Flavia; 126-44 
Stocker, Anton; 132-11 
Stoer, Old Man of; 127-36/37 

Stok Kangri ; 126-13 
Stokes, Brummie; 126-41; book Soldiers 
and Sherpas; reviewed 125-46 
Stokes, Mark; 130-18, 134-13 
Ston, Zenon; 132-11 
Stone, Ed; 125-18, 129-9, 134-13/14, 135-15 
Stone, Mimi ; 125-40 
Stoney Middleton; 125-18 
Stos; 130-8 
Stoughton, Andrea; 130-12 
Stoykov, Ognyan; 131 -5 
Strachan, Bruce; 129-17 
Strand, John; 127-18 
Strange Tales from the Belly of the Cruising 
Shark; article+ illus by Glenn Robbins; 125-
28 to 31 
Strappazzon, Pascal; 125-15/16, 131 -7 
Streibel, Herbert; 126-15 
Stremfelj, Andrej; 126-14, 132-11 
Strong, Pete; 129-15 
Struminski, Edson; 126-45 
Stumpf, Wanderlei; 126-44 
Suhubiette, Michel; 131 -8 
Sumania; 126- 16 
Sumner, John; 130-17 
Sun, Kim Chang; 125-10 
Sungdare Sherpa; 127-12; obit. 131 -
17(+illus) 
Sunny Side Up article by Geoff Hornby; 129-
24 to 27 
Sunset Strip; 125-14 
Surette, Jim(my); 127-16/18, 133-12 
Surinder; 125-12 
Sustad, Steve; 130-7/8, 131 -5/25 
Sustr, lndrich ; 132-40 
Sutcliffe, Glen; 133-43, 136-44 
Sutcliffe, Glenn; 134-11 , 135-14 
Suthorn, Stevie; 131 -14 
Svenson, Glenn; 128-7 
Swagarohi 2;136-13 
Swan, Andy; 133-43 
Swanage; 127-44, 132-15 
Swargarohi 2; 131 -6 
Swenson, Jim; 133-12 
Swenson, Steve; 136- 11 
Switzerland: book Schweiz Extrem by JUrg 
Von Kcinel ; reviewed 130-44 
Sykes, Ian; 131 -14 
Syn Ging Feng II; 126-17 
Szabo, Matt; 129-12/13, 130-17, 135-16 
Szcsepkowski, Pawel ; 126-13 
Szuca, George; 130-8, 136-15 

T 
Tabei, Junko; 125-10, 134-9 
Tackle, Jack; 131 -10 
Tacul, Mont Blanc du; see under Mont Blanc 
du Tacul 
Taffs Well; 129-12, 132-15 
Takaki, Kenji; 126-13 
Tallant, Andy; 129-10 
Tamang, Bir Bahadur; 132-11 
Tamang, Thirtha ; 128-15 
Tapadan Sar; 126-16 
Tarana; 128-11 
Tarrant, Mark; 127-14, 133-11 
Tarrant, Scott; 127-14, 133-11 
Tartari, Giovanni; 126-42/43(illus) 
Tartari, Sergio; 126-42/44 
Tasker, Ajay; 131 -5 
Tasmania; 128-11 
Taweche: 

N.E. Buttress; 132-10 
E. Face; 127-12 
S.E. Face ; 132-10 
S.E. Flank; 127-12 

Taylor, A.; 129-15 
Taylor, Alan; 129-17 
Taylor, Alex; 130-14 
Taylor, Andy; 135-16 
Taylor, D.; 134-11 
Taylor, I.; 130-14 
Taylor, Kent; 127-14 
Taylor, Malcolm; 125-18, 129-12/13/14, 130-
17 
Tech, Tucker; 126-19 
Telfer, Karl; 129-15, 134-11 
Tempest, Glenn; 125-14, 128-10/11 
Ten Fathom Ridge; 125-14 
Tent Peak; see Tharpu Chu Ii 
Teuk-Hee, Kim; 132-10 
Texas; 133-14 
Thalay Sagar; ,126-13, 136-13 
Thamserku: S. Ridge; 127-13 
Tharpu Chuli (Tent Peak); 127-30/32 
Thin Air book by Greg Child; reviewed 128-
44 
Thin, Jamie; 126-15 
Thomas, Dave; 127-44/45, 129-9(+illus)/10, 
128-13, 132-15, 134-14 
Thomas, Gavin; 131 -6 
Thomas, Mike; 125-18 
Thomas, Neil; 132-11 
Thomas, Phil; 132-14 
Thomas, Roy; 126-20/21, 127-44, 129-12, 
132-14/ 15 
Thomas, Tom; 130-12 
Thomaseth , Wolfgang;136-12 
Thompson , Gray; 130-11 
Thompson , S.; 126-16 
Thompson, Wayne; 125-14(illus) 
Thorburn, Paul ;136-15 
Thornburg, Jim; 128-7 
Thornhill , Phil; 134-14, 135-15 
Through Tibet to Everest book by Captain 
J.B. Noel; reviewed 129-46/47 
Thum, Bernhard: guidebook TopofUhrer 
Ndrdlicher Frankenjura; reviewed 131 -46/47 
Thummo; 130-8 



T he PROGRAM SYSTEM is 
a concept exclusive to 
BEAL, designed to improve 

the life and effectiveness of your 
rope. 
A computer directed operation 
controls the application of the 
PROGRAM SYSTEM to the braiding 
of the sheath : 
The first 1,5 metres at each end of 
the rope are supple braided for ease 
of tying-on and clipping-in .The next 
4 metres are tighter, to give 
maximum abrasion and use 
resistance in this section, which has 
to take nearly all sport-climbing falls. 
The central part of the rope is again 
supple for optimal handling quality. 
The PROGRAM SYSTEM is 
available on the following ropes : 
Laser 10mm - Ed linger 10,5mm -
Leader 11 mm. 
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BRAND NEW, THE MY 

AND SHOULDERS 

ALREADY HEAD 

LL THE REST. 

RECORD-BREAKING 
ADHERENCE AND FIT 
(Patent N. 4822/A90) 
The Mythos is the new high-per
formance shoe created by '' La 
Sportiva''. 
To tie the shoe there is the exclu
sive, patented UniLace System 
which ensures maximum comfort 
from the toe to the ankle even 
when sharply bending or twisting 
the foot. The lace passes inside 
the upper and 
circles the an
kle, distribut
ing the ten
sion evenly 
over the 
whole 

shoe 
avoiding the 

stretching. 
In addition, thanks to UniLace, it 

C L M B 

is easier 
a pair of 
on the lac 
to climb. 

faster to put on 
thos: a single pull 
and you are ready 

Mythos comes in soft suede in 
the most eye-catching colors for 
free climbing. 

RECORD-BREAKING 
HEEL GRIP AND 
PRECISION m 
(Patent N. l. 

4827/A90) 
The Soft Heel System 

is an innovative 
patented shell that 
ensures perfect fit of 

the heel and increases 
the area of support while 

diminishing internal compres
sion. 
In a heel hooking position the 

shell 
adapts - .,.;;; 
to the ~~r 
irregulari-,~ 
ty of the ·~ 
rock and guaran- ' 
tees maximum gripping with 
strong rear and lateral adher
ence. 
Should the climber fall to the 

m ground during bouldering or 
~ training traverses, the heel is pro

tected from shock by the exten
sive absorbent area. The techni
cal and production characteris
tics of the 

Mythos 
make it 
the ideal 
shoe for all types of climbs. 
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38038 TESERO (TN) - Loe. Piera, 5/A - Tel. 0462 /83052 - Telefax 0462 /83213 
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