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"Baint be no need for directions, zur, 
if n you had one o' them Cicerone 

guidebooks!" 
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WHY HAS CMI 
SOLD MORE 

8• RINGS 
THAN ANYONE 

IN THE WORLD? 
... 'cause they're the finest available-just like our 5004 ascenders. Check out our 
complete line of over 160 products including harnesses, packs, pulleys, belay tools, 

chalkbags and webbing accessories. For twenty-seven years we've produced the highest 
quality mountaineering and rescue equipment available. 

Call or write for our 1991 catalog. 

1 ...... -
~1 

P.O. Box 535 • Mill Rd. • Franklin, West Virginia • USA • 26807 

(304)358-7041 FAX(304)358-7991 ,eeking European diotributoro 
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• Complete Expedition Support 
McKinley Climbers 

Fly K2 av1at1on 
• Comfortable Climber Bunkhouse 

~:BECK 
CRAMPON STRAPS 

All handmade. 
Unconditionally guaranteed. 

91 catalog free to foreign. 

U.S. & Canada, send 25¢ 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, 
California 93120, USA. 

MOUNTAINEERING 
BOOKS 

For a good booklist of secondhand/out 
of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exploration, write 
to D. Page, 47 Spottiswoode Road, 

Edinburgh EH9 10A, Scotland. 
Tel. 031 552 27 59 

Wants lists welcomed. 
Good books in good condition always 

wanted to buy. 

SAVE MONEY 
MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR 
CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

Largest U .K. stockists of specialist top 
quality materials and accessories. 
Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 
Trade and retail. S.A.E . catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor 
Holmbridge, Huddersfield, W . Yorks. 

0484 - 684302 

RETAIL MANAGER 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd . are 
looking for a Manager for their 
Derby branch . 

We are specialist climbing , 
walking skiing retailers. 

We need a currently active climber 
and/or skier with some retail 
selling experience and the ability 
to manage staff and a busy shop. 
Additional training will be given as 
needed. Salary and benefits will 
depend on ability. 

Send C.V. in confidence to : 
Mike Pearce 
Derby Mountain Centre 
85/89 King Street, Derby DE1 3EE 

NO FUSS, 
NO FRILLS 

Clog offers classic, reliable designs, 
combined with proven technology. 

When performance counts Clog is the 
professional choice. 

For details on the full range of 
karabiners, camming units and descenders, 
send for your catalogue now. 

CLDC 
Wdd Country Llmtted, Mevenll Road, T1deswdl, 

Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 SPY England 

Telephone (0298) 871010 Fax (0298) 872077 
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' ~ ,' World Experts 
in the Arts of Alpinism 
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NOW AVAILABLE 
This is a full index for 
MOUNTAIN 
Nos. 125 - 136 inclusive 

Price: £1.00 ($2.50) 

Send cheques to : 

Mountain Magazine Limited, 
GLOBE WORKS, 

PENISTONE ROAD, 

SHEFFIELD S6 3AE. 
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American Alpin'e InstituteLtd. 
CLIMBING IN NORTH AMERICA 

Rock Climbing: Joshua Tree, Bugaboos, Squamlsh, White 
Mountains, Red Rock, Cascades, Baja Mexico. 

Alpine Mountaineering - 12, 24, & 36-day courses including 
ascents & comprehensive instruction on rock, snow, & ice. 
No previous experience required. Cascades, Ecuador, Alaska. 

Summer Ice Climbing - Comprehensive coverage of advanced 
skills & state-of-the-art techniques for all snow & ice types. 
Previous experience required. Cascades & Alaska. 

Expedition Training - Himalayan & Alpine styles of ascent. 
Guided Climbs - 2 to 10-day trips on the classic routes of 

North America; all technical levels; beautiful alpine traverses. 

BOLIVIA, ECUADOR, & PATAGONIA 
Bolivia's Cordillera Real• Ascents of 17,000'-21,200' peaks; 

optional basic & advanced instructional itineraries. Acclimati
zation at Machu Picchu, Lake Titicaca, & Bolivia's Altiplano. 

Ecuador - 2-week trips on peaks 18,997' to 20,561'; optional 
instructional itinerary. Acclimatization visiting highland markets 
& hiking on the Equator; hot springs; Galapagos option. 

Fitzroy & Torres del Paine National Parks - Parkland & 
glacier backpacking; alpine climbs at basic & more advanced 
levels near the towers; Patagonia Ice Cap; trek only or climb. 

EXPEDITIONS 
McKinley, Aconcagua, Arna Dablam, Ancohuma, lllimani 

SPRING & FALL IN NEPAL 
Everest Area Climbing & Trekking - Including Gokyo Valley , 

Kala Patar, Everest Base & Lhotse Valley; trek only or 
ascend Lobuche (20,076') & Island Peak (20,306'). 

Annapurna Area Climbing• Including Marsyandl Valley, 
Thorong La, Tibetan frontier, trek only or ascend Chulu West 
(21,060'), Thorong {20,096'), & Muktinath (21,021'). 

For free brochures call or write: 
AAI, 1212 24th W-30, Bellingham, WA 98225 

206-671-1505 

Treks, expeditions to unexplored areas of Nepal. 
Lhakpa Sherpa & Elaine Brook, HIMALAYAN TRAVEL, 

Nurses Cottage , Long Lane . Peterchurch , Hereford. HR2 OTE 
HIMALAYAN TRAVEL (0981) 550 246 (24hrs) 

MOUNTAIN 
FABRICS 

Waterproof fabrics breathable to 800g/m2/24h r Cordura, Ventile, Tactel, 
polycotton, ripstop, canvas, mosquito net, Lycra, fleece pile. Zips, 
velcro, studs. Patterns for all outdoor gear and more. Exports. For 
prices stamp or airmail 2$. Tor(M), 3 Fryer St., Runcorn, WA71 ND, UK. 

EXPEDITIONS TO ANNAPURNA IV AND MAKALU II 
Mt. McKinley6194m-May92. Aconcagua 6959m-Feb92. Peak Lenin 7134m -July 91. Masherbrum II 

7200m - Sept 91. Annapurna IV 7525m - April 92. Makalu II 7660m - Oct 92. 
Brochure: OTT EXPEDITIONS, 62 Nettleham Rd. Sheffield, S8 8SX U.K. Tel: 0742 588508. 

1220, Waverley St. Palo Alto, CA 94301, U.S.A. Tel: 415 322 7515 

COMPLETE OR ADD TO YOUR COLLECTION OF MOUNTAINEERING MAGAZINES AND 
JOURNALS. BACK ISSUES OF MOUNTAIN, CRAGS, AAJ AND ANAM, CAJ, 
APPALACHIA, ASCENT, SIERRA CLUB BULLETIN, CLIMBING, ROCK & ICE, OFF BELAY, 
SUMMIT, AND OTHERS. MOUNTAINEERING PERIODICALS BOUGHT AND SOLD. JOE 
KRAMARSIC, BOX 1342, DILLON, COLORADO 80435, U.S.A. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS We hold huge stocks of SECONDHAND AND 
NEW MOUNTAIN BOOKS; climbing/walking guides (worldwide). 

Jarvis Books (Ml, 57 Smedley Street East, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3FQ, England. 
Shop open Mon-Sat, 9.30-5.30, Sun, 12-5.30Tele: (0629) 55322, S.a.e., catalogue. BOOKS BOUGHT 

MATTERHORN, EIGER, MONT BLANC-climb the big 3 in a fortnight. Other Alpine guided 
courses based Chamonix, France. All levels, UIAGM Guides. 
MOUNTAIN EXPERIENCE, The Cottage, Whitehough Head, Chinley, Stockport, Cheshire, 
England. SK12 6BX. Tel. 0663 - 750160 

I I 
DYNALOC 
The pro 

DYNALOC - none better - state of the 
ropemaker's art. 
The Edelrid "flagship" rope. Compact, ultra
flexible, a delight to handle, only available with 
the Dry-Longlife-process. Torsion Zero manu
facture and therefore almost impossible to kink. 

DYNALOC - the definitive linking of man 
and rope. 

11, 10.5, 10, 8.5 mm dia. 

Edelrid - the rope. 

( EDEL:.:..:.R;,,,;,;,,I D~) ~~ 
Distributed by: 

EDELRID in the UK· Outdoor Pursuits Services 
Derbyshire Level, Glossop SK 139PT 



Outside 

We only stock the BEST .. 
WILD r\ 
counTRY9 

~PHOEN 
~®3~ 

TENTS 
o g &lfil~&Il 

ER 10% off most mo 

- over 20 models on display -
SPRING BANK 4, 5, 6, MAY 

WHITWEEKEND 25, 26, 27 MAY 

Ends of lines from Berghaus, Lowe, 
Calange, North Face. 

Outside 
N.\X/ALES 

Old Baptist Chapel 
Main Street 

Llanberis 
Tel: 0286 871534 

From the depths of the crag rimmed 
valleys in the far northern marches 

PEAK DISTRICT 
Main Road 

Hathersage 
Nr. Sheffield 

Tel. 0433 51936 

of the Dark Peak, home of the Trolls, 
comes a new legend. 

troll ~z~:~s 
Troll Safety Equipment Ltd., 
Spring Mill. Uppermill. Oldham OL3 6AA E 
Telephone: Saddleworth (0457) 8781!,22 
Telex: 668349 TROLLG Fax: (0457) 87 1051 

I enclose stamps value 50p for your 

NEW ACTION WEAR CATALOGUE □ 
UPDATED CLIMBING CATALOGUE □ 

L..: __ _ 

6 MOUNTAIN HAS MOVED - NEW ADDRESS: GLOBE WORKS, PENISTONE ROAD, SHEFFIELD S6 3AE . TEL: 0742-822340 FAX: 0742-820016 



CA 

CLIMB MOUNT VINSON 
and other peaks in ANTARCTICA with Adventure Network International. 

The world's only operator of private expeditions to Antarctica. 

Guided expeditions and private expedition support. 

ADVENTURE NETWORK INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
#200 - 1676 Duranleau Street, Vancouver, BC Canada V6H 3S5 

Tel. +604-683-8033 • Facsimile +604-683-6892 • Telex 0636-700-749 

Hl<itl t\l>\fl:NilJIU: 
Trekking and Mountaineering 

Real expedition style climbs at reasonable prices 
from the team leading the 1991 British Masherbrum Expedition 

4 new itineraries in the Karakoram Himalaya 
• From the Hushe Valley, Baltistan 

Charakusa Glacier/K7 Base Camp - Cobra Peak 5900m 
Gondokoro Glacier - Vigne Peak 5950m 
'New' southern route to K2 Base Camp 

• From the Shimshal Valley, Eastern Hunza 
The 5 High Passes of Shimshal Trek 

July-September 1991. 3 and 4 week itineraries 
Prices £1,545 • £1,845 

Special expeditions available for groups on request 
full details and colour brochure available from 

High Adventure, 91 Telford Avenue, London SW2 4XN 081-674 8997 

ATTENTION CLIMBERS! 
DOUG GEETING AVIATION NOW BOOKING FOR 1991 Denali 
Climbing Season. Discounts available, free storage, free 
overflights, free sleds, indoor sleeping at our bunk house. 
DOUG GEETING AVIATION BOX 42 TALKEETNA, ALASKA 99676 
CALL COLLECT TO (907) 733-2366. or FAX to (907) 733-1000. 

1111 
HANDLING 
The symbiosis 

You know the feeling. 
When you and the rope are one. 
Complete accord and interdependent. 

Knot and bend; slide and grip. 
The totality of your Edel rid rope and you -
against Nature. 

Edelrid - the rope. 

- (EDELRID)--
Distributed by: 

EDELRID in the UK · Outdoor Pursuits Services 
Derbyshire Level, Glossop SK 139 PT 



Snugpak first with high-loft versions of 
DuPont fibres. Value for money surprises market. 

Snugpak offer new compression
strap system. The "Spider". Since joined by 
Spider-system stuff sacks. 

"!!',~.,,~ ... ,L._ 

Snugpak among first to offer 
right/left zip option. At no extra charge and standard on 
every model of bag. 

. - -,_,__._._ Snugpak develop better 

zip baffle construction. Cuts heat loss. __ 
Anti-snag zip system also incorporated. ="",_.,;?:,-~:::::~~,:::~ 

. - -....__•...,·_, Snugpak launch first 
Jsodry-filled bag. Neidhart's top insulation, previously 
limited to clothing. 

Snugpak commission exclusive high
thermal fibre. From Neidhart. Micro-fine for softness 
and small pack size. 

Snugpak produce world's first parachute 
silk bag. The Softie collection. Now Britain's biggest
selling range. 

Snugpak announce lire-retardant sleeping 
bags. The first use of FR materials to achieve a natural feel. 

S~ugpak achieve the down-like synthetic 
bag. 4-season Discovery bag with slimline pack and 
low weight. 

Snugpak commission own high
performance fabric. "Pertex BH" from Perseverance 
Mills, exclusive to Snugpak. 

Snugpak introduce Rellecta'lhenn barrier 
layer. First in UK with this metallised heat-reflective 
component. 

Snugpak la&nch 
invisible pocket. First fully concealed 
valuables storage. Velcro fastening. 

Our thanks to the suppliers who work 
with us to develop superior products. 

Neidhart 

Better a leader than a follower 
be. 

In recent years, Brett Harris Ltd 
have made Snugpak a top brand
name by consistently breaking new 
ground in sleeping bag manufacture. 

And the process continues. 
Each year now, new materials 

plus better production techniques 
and clear thinking by designers 
made it possible to improve 
performance, convenience and 
comfort. 

Whenever you buy a Snugpak 
bag, you'll always be among the 
first to benefit. 

al Neidhart insulation. Hood wit 
nag zip with baffle. Circle foot. etc, etc. 
s. 

All 16 Snugpak bags offer different combinations 
of features, hence different performance characteristics. 
The literature will help you choose the bag that's just right for you. 
Contact Brett Harris Ltd., Waterloo Mills, Howden Road, Sllsden, 
West Yorks 8D20 0HA. Tel (0535) 6544 79. Fax (0535) 652503. 

PERTEX These people really do know how to make sleeping bags . 
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OVERVIEW 

Britain and United States Drag Feet On Antarctic 
Non-Exploitation Agreement. 
Cairngorms Threatened Yet Again 

Antarctica - Madrid Meeting April 
1991 
A World Park would have been a 

momentous achievement at the 
meeting of the Antarctic Treaty 
Parties last month (April 26th). To 
set aside a whole continent - one 
tenth of the planet - as a nature 
reserve and continent of science 
would have been a global concept 
to wonder at. 

But, while other countries 
supported this idea, the U.K. stood 
out in its dogged resistance to it. 
They led a small group of 
countries, including the USA, 
wanting to keep open their options 
to drill Antarctica for minerals and 
oil at a future date. 
While Tristan Garel-Jones, the 

Minister of State at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, wrote to 
MPs that "we intend to promote 
consensus", the UK representative 
at the meeting said that the 
Government believed an 
unqualified ban on mining was 
irrational, and was upset at the 
rejection by other nations of the 
minerals regime. 
Fortunately the UK's position 

became increasingly isolationist as 
the majority of delegates and 
overwhelming public opinion 
moved in favour of permanent 
protection for the world's last 
pristine wilderness. 
Although an agreement was not 

reached on the question of a World 
Park, the Treaty meeting 
concluded that Antarctica should 
be declared a Nature Reserve 
"dedicated to science and peace" 
with a 50 year ban on mining and 
mineral exploration. While the 
British government backtracked 
over its previous position, it was at 
least a limited success for 
environmentalists who have 
campaigned hard to protect the 
delicate eco-system of the 
continent. 

"While it is unfortunate that 
countries such as Britain lack the 
foresight to declare the continent 
permanently off-limits to 
commercial mining," says 
Greenpeace Campaigner Jagdish 
Patel, "I am confident that 50 years 
will provide them with the vision 
and environmental conscience that 
they lack today." 
Sue Cooper - Greenpeace 

Cairngorms Controversy Rages On 
Just as the dust looked as if it 

was settling down after the 
death of the Lurchers Gully 
development, what may prove 
to be an even greater 
controversy has risen from the 
ashes. As the Government, in 
the shape of the Scottish Office, 
has been deliberating over a 
new legal and administrative 
framework for the management 
of the Scottish countryside, the 
voluntary conservation and 
recreation sector have been 
scathing over its "backsliding, 
muddled thinking and 
indecision ." 

10 

While the debate has raged 
across the Highlands its focus 
has been on which legal 
ownership and management 
structure is likely to be most 
effective in protecting the 
unique wild and natural qualities 
of the Cairngorm massif. 

Future Responsibility For 
Scottish Access Unclear 

The complicated dispute arose 
about two years ago when the 
Government announced its 
intention to break up its own 
agency responsible for nature 
conservation, The Nature 
Conservancy Council (NCC), 
which then had a Great Britain 
wide remit. It was then, 
therefore, able to take a global 
view un-prejudiced in its work 
from the political influence of 
local landowners. Now 
separated from England and 
Wales, the NCC Scotland is 
being amalgamated with the 
Government's other appointed 
countryside agency, the 
Countryside Commission for 
Scotland, which has been 
responsible for landscape 
conservation and promoting the 
enjoyment of it. 
At the time of writing a Bill is 

passing through parliament to 
amalgamate the two bodies into 
Scotlands Natural Heritage 
Agency which will have both a 
nature conservation and 
landscape conservation remit. It 
should also have responsibility 
for promoting enjoyment of the 
countryside, e.g. providing for 
hillwalking and mountaineering, 
but concern has already been 
expressed by the voluntary 
sector that this duty may play a 
very quiet third fiddle to its other 
duties of landscape and nature 
conservation. Indeed, its 
Chairman elect, Magnus 
Magnusson, quizmaster on BBC 
TV's Mastermind, is hardly 
recognised for his in depth 
knowledge and experience of 
mountaineering, or any other 
access issues. 

National Parks in Scotland 
At the same time as the 

Government was plotting the 
death of NCC Great Britain, the 
Country.side Commission for 
Scotlan·d was, however, 
preparing its own proposals, at 
the request of the Scottish 
Office, for the future 
management of Scotland's 
mountain areas. 
After an extended consultation 

process, and despite clear 
opposition from the Scottish 
landowning establishment, one 
of the proposals they came up 
with was the designation of 
National Parks in Scotland . The 
proposals met a cautious 
welcome from the 
Mountaineering Council of 
Scotland and the British 
Mountaineering Council and, not 

surprisingly, outright opposition 
from the Scottish Landowners 
Federation . 
Such opposition is not 
surprising because the 
proposals would, if 
implemented as the MC of Sand 
the BMC would like to see them, 
involve much stricter controls on 
what landowners could, or could 
not, do to Scottish mountains. 
The real problems of blanket 
afforestation and overgrazing 
bulldozed roads would be met 
by bodies with the legal powers 
and resources to maintain 
access to and conservation of 
Scottish cliffs and mountains. 
Meanwhile the body which has 
put forward the proposals for 
Parks in Scotland, the 
Countryside Commission for 
Scotland, will become defunct. 

Toothless Natural Heritage 
Areas 

The dispute is nowhere near 
ending there and the Scottish 
Office, for good measure, have 
thrown in their own proposals 
for what they call Natural 
Heritage Areas . These areas 
would be administered on a 
largely voluntary basis and 
would only require landowners 
and institutions to take account 
of the wishes of SNHA rather 
than place a clear duty on them 
to protect the land and access to 
it. The reaction to this set of 
proposals from the MC of S's 
President, Bob Reid, was 
particularly scathing when he 
responded:-

"This is nonsense. The MC of 
S not only want the boundaries 
of 
the areas proposed by the CCS 
to be extended to cover larger 
areas, but we want action, not 
talking, now." 

Certainly the proposals for 
Natural Heritage Areas if 
amended to give them the 
powers and status of National 
Parks would _require 
amendments to the Scottish 
Natural Heritage Bill, 
amendments which the 
Government have been 
unwilling to concede. They 
have, however, expressed a will 
to accept comments on their 
paper proposing NHA's and will 
decide on how to proceed once 
their period of consultation has 
been completed at the end of 
June - by when, of course, the 
Scottish Natural Heritage Bill 
will have become law. 

Cairngorm Working Group Lacks 
Mountaineering Representatives 
One proposal which the report 
does come up with, however, is 
the formation of working groups 
to look at the future 
management of two of the 
proposed National Park areas, 
Loch Lomond and The 
Trossachs and the Cairngorms. 
The Scottish Office have 

announced the Cairngorms 
panel and immediately found 
themselves subject to even 
further criticism from 
mountaineering and 
conservation bodies, because of 
their failure to invite adequate 
representation from those 
bodies who are members of 
SWCL who in turn represent 
mountaineers, walkers, wildlife, 
the landscape and birds. The 
omission of Dr. Adam Watson in 
particular, the ecologist and 
mountaineer whose knowledge 
of the Cairngorms commands 
worldwide respect in 
environmental circles has 
provoked reactions from 
voluntary conservation and 
recreation organisations verging 
on incredulity. 

Mar Lodge To Be Sold by Its 
American Owner 
At the time of writing (end of 

April) confusion continues and 
still further actors have entered 
the stage in the guise of Prince 
Charles and one of the USA's 
richest businessmen Charles 
Kluge, who owns the 77,000 acre 
Mar Lodge Estate, which covers 
the heart of the Cairngorms. 
Apparently Kluge bought the 

estate in order that his wife, said 
to be a soft porn model, could 
become neighbours of the well 
known family occupying the 
adjacent estate at Bal moral, 
presumably thinking that a 
Queen next door commands a 
degree of respecta bi I ity. 

Following the break up of his 
marriage, Kluge has decided to 
sell the estate and, as a result of 
personal representations from 
Britain's 'King to be' , has agreed 
to offer the estate to the nation 
at the knock down price of £10 
million from an estimated 
market value of £13-15 million. 
As we go to press we await the 

decision on whether the 
Government will come up with 
sufficient funds to allow the 
purchase to go ahead. Certainly 
a positive response by the 
Scottish office would partly 
redeem a much criticised 
attitude to upland conservation . 
If it doesn't, its claimed 
commitment will be met by even 

. deeper suspicions, 
condemnations and scorn. 
Bill Wright - BMC Access & 
Conservation Officer 

Stop Press: A recent 
independant survey 
commissioned to determine the 
attidudes of the Scottish public 
towards the designation of 
National Parks in Scotland 
identified that 84% were in 
support of them. It seems that 
the Scottish Office were at pains 
to ensure that the Countryside 
Commission for Scotland did 
not release these statistics while 
the debate was taking place in . 
the House of Commons. 



UNITED STATES 

Bolters Incur Restrictions in Colorado 
Parks 

COLORADO 

Climbers Meet Boulder 
Mountain Parks Authorities 

The last report concerning the 
bolting issue in the Boulder area 
mentioned changes in the use of 
public land, an issue of great 
concern to climbers and other 
public land user groups. Since 
that time, various groups have 
been working toward solutions 
to the recent impact on their 
protected natural environments. 
Although both pro-regulation 
and anti-regulation people have 
agreed on preserving the 
environment, there seems to be 
differences of opinion 
concerning the restriction level 
that will disallow some groups 
to continue their leisure 
activities as they have done in 
the past. 

On February 4 the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board and 
Open Space Board of Trustees 
along with The Colorado 
Climbers Coalition (CCC), 
Access Fund and a variety of 
outdoor activists met at the 
Clarion Harvest Hotel in Boulder, 
Colorado for a joint meeting 
concerning the future of 
climbing activities in the Boulder 
Mountain Parks. 
The meeting opened with a 

proposal planned by the Boulder 
Mountain Parks to establish new 
regulations or ordinances 
concerning outdoor enthusiast 
impact on the parks natural 
environments. Although the 
proposal was intended for all 
user groups, it was obvious that 
it's main focus was the growing 
popularity and impact of 
climbing on the area. 

The plan, which is available at 
local climbing shops and of 
course the Boulder Mountain 
Parks office, was spoken forth by 
the Boulder Mountain Parks to 
the Board of Trustees. The 
Boulder Mountain Parks staff 
recommend that a new 
ordinance be enacted by the city 
council to make bolting and the 
placement of new protection a 
criminal offence, unless a 
written permit is first obtained 
from the city manager. Also, 
possession of a rock drill in the 
Boulder Mountain Parks would 
be a criminal offence and any 
"contraband" drill found would 
be subject to seizure and 
forfeiture to the city. The staff 
believes that "most of the good 
bolted routes have already been 
done" and is not in favour of a 
permit system for new routes 
because of the "difficulty of 
administering such a system". 

Specific issues addressed 
include: Backcountry Rangers. 
The staff believes that it is 
necessary to have the presence 
of ranger staff in the 
backcountry climbing areas to 

Pete Zoeller on Head Like a Hole (5. 12d) at the controversial Clear Creek Canyon, Colorado. 
Photo: Bob Horan. 

"facilitate climber/management 
understanding, assist in 
planning climbing access, 
enforce regulations as necessary 
and to serve as a first line of 
contact between management 
and climbers." 
Area Closure and Route Removal. 
The staff recommends that all 
climbing routes be evaluated for 
their "potential or actual" 
environmental impact and that 
area closures and route removal 
be implemented on the 
following basis. A) If 
environmental impact is 
"insignificant", the route shoutd 
remain open all year around. B) 
"If significant or potential 
environmental damage is 
occurring", seasonal or full year 
closures may be implemented. 
C) If environmental damage 
such as "conflict with wildlife, 
direct impact on critical plant 
communities, or severe 
problems" is not lessened by 
other measures, routes would 
be permanently closed and all 
bolts removed. The decision of 
whether route removal is 
needed would be made by the 
city after some public comment. 
Also, violation of seasonal or full 
year closures would result in 
immediate removal of the route. 
Chalk. The staff desires a new 

ordinance prohibiting the use of 
chalk in posted areas and calls 
for re sea re h on the effects of 
chalk on the rock surface and 
plant communities. The staff is 
concerned that chalk may cause 
a pH change when it comes in 
contact with lichen, thereby 
inhibiting growth or destroying 
the plant. 

After the proposed new 

ordinances were presented, the 
trustees opened up the 
microphone to various 
organizations, groups and the 
public. Malcom Daily stated 
that, "bolts are not the issue but 
rather user group conflicts are 
the issue. The Flatirons are full 
of a variety of user groups. You 
have your wildlife watchers, 
your hikers, runners and 
climbers, and unfortunately 
everyone has their own idea as 
to what the environment is there 
for." He also stated that the 
amount of rock that had actually 
been drilled for bolt holes, if the 
holes were to be put together, 
would take up only about "two 
square feet of rock", hardly 
enough to be a major concern. 

Rick Accomazzo, the local 
Access Fund representative, 
raised many good points 
concerning the impressment of 
the new ordinances by the park. 
Rick suggested that the climber 
impact be put on a kind of 
probation for a couple years so 
that it could be studied by 
various groups. He feels it 
would be better to, "investigate 
the impact first rather then 
making the laws now and 
investigating later. "Law 
enforcement is really just 
treating the climber as a 
criminal, kind of like the recent 
drug war mentality. Rather than 
finding or investigating the true 
root of the problem, we are 
simply setting down laws before 
we really know what is goi)lg on. 
Is this truly a solution to any 
problem? No, this is treating 
climbers as the enemy, and 
climbers are not the enemy." 

Next to take the stand was the 

Climbers Coalition Activist Sally 
Moser. She said, "The Boulder 
Mountain Parks Plan is the most 
aggressive and regressive plan 
in the country. It is very anti
climbing and criminalizes 
aspects of climbing. The 
Boulder Mountain Park Rangers 
have not tried to work with the 
climbing community and they 
are trying to do this plan in a 
pro-law enforcement manner. 
The Eldorado Plan is 
successfully striking a balance 
between the users and the 
environmental impact. The 
Mountain Park Rangers 
appointed a task force as proof 
of contact with the climbing 
community, but they have only 
met once in the last six months. 
The task force is a rubber stamp 
group for the Park Rangers. 
Nothing at all has really 
happened at the meetings 
except that the rangers have 
come and simply told them what 
they are going to do. This does 
not sound like a cooperative 
arrangement." When Sally 
mentions the Eldorado Plan 
being successful, she's talking 
about the fact that the Eldorado 
Park Service Plan has suggested 
a system that would allow 
climbers to put in new routes as 
long as they are not within fifty 
feet of another previous route, 
and if the route is within that 
distance a permit must first be 
acquired. Also this plan allows 
for the replacement of fixed 
gear, keeping the routes safe for 
successive ascents. 
Jerry Roach brought forth 

some good points on the issue. 
He talked about ascribing the 
wilderness value to our parks. 

II 



UNITED STATES f t 

But because of the use it gets by 
the city, such a title should not 
be ascribed. He also stated that 
" a route can not be removed 
without chopping away the 
handholds and that bolts are not 
what make a climb but rather it 
is the natural holds that appear 
on the rock surface that make a 
climb what it is." He then 
brought up a point similar to 
Malcolm's in concern with the 
amount of rock that is actually 
being consumed by the bolts, 
stating that, "the city trail 
construction has removed far 
more rock and consider how 
much rock the Conda Mine, just 
next door to Eldorado Canyon, 
has removed. This morning I 
read in the paper that bolts were 
hurting the lichen on the rock. 
Nobody argues that we don't 
need lichen or the responsibility 
to protect our raptors, likewise 
nobody should be surprised 
when I say, humans have rights 
too . But all of our habitats are 
shrinking, t'he lichen, the raptor, 
the human, but humans pay 
taxes and support this 
organization. They also vote, 
and if the ordinance passes, they 
should start to think of climbers 
as raptors, because that's how 
climbers will start to think of 
themselves with their ever 
shrinking habitat. Tonight I feel 
like a lichen, tonight I feel like a 
raptor." 

Gary Neptune agreed with 
Accomazzo's proposal to study 
the impact of climbers, but also 
felt that the level of 
environmental impact amongst 
the sport climbers and the 
amount of tape and debris that 
he has found at the base of sport 
routes is appalling . He feels that 
climbers have brought a lot of 
the problems down upon 
themselves by being 
environmentally unconscious. 

Eric Aldridge came up with a 
philosophically well produced 
piece in defiance of the climbers 
coalition as well as the impact 
on bolting that has been a torn 
issue between climbers long 
before the parks department 
became involved. Aldridge 
stated that it had become clear 
to him that the bolt ban was "il 
necessary and timely action, and 
it was not an over reaction of the 
rangers but a reaction to the 
increased bolting activity which 
would have continued had the 
ban not occurred." He believed 
that the ban had saved the parks 
from even worse abuses, which 
include chiselling of holds and 
bolting on of artificial holds, 
which to him "would make the 
over use of bolts trivial." 

Several other groups such as 
hikers, runners, bikers and bird 
watchers spoke their piece on 
the subject. It seemed that the 
majority of the spokes people 
attending the meeting where 
against creating new ordinances 
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at this stage of the issue. 
Nonetheless, with all the input 
for and against the proposed 
plan, the Open Space Board of 
Trustees accepted it. 

One parks department 
spokesperson mentioned that 
they had been contacted by 
other public land departments 
throughout the country and 
were asked questions about 
their policies. So Boulder public 
lands users may not be the only 
people affected by these new 
ordinances. 
What was said at the meeting 

was very valuable because it 
shed some light on the growing 
popularity of rock climbing and 
its consequences. Climbing is 
an incredible gift of nature 
which gives so many people 
happiness and pleasure. Now, 
as always, we are going to have 
to watch our impact or our 
environment could truly become 
a mess. 
This whole issue brings rise to 

so many questions. The future 
of climbing, where is it going? 
In the past decade climbing has 
taken leaps in new directions, 
but are they the right directions? 
What will happen as it continues 
to grow in popularity? Do we 
ban climbing all together? Will 
we build walls for our walls? 
Wouldn't that be absurd to limit 
people from enjoying something 
as beautiful and natural as 
climbing . Will the walls have to 
be made safer? Will insurance 
compani~s have to create safer 
pathways up the rock because 
climbing involves too many crag 
crazed people and, or dangers. 
Will bolts then be mandatory? 

The future of cl imbing and our 
environment is at stake. Not just 
because of climbing's impact 
but many other bigger issues 
concerning our cultural 
evolutionary track. So get active 
and write to our parks 
departments and outdoor 
magazines and express your 
much needed opinions and 
possible solutions. It seems that 
premature decisions are being 
made that are affecting us all. A 
lot more learning and study are 
required on these topics and the 
more involved each one of us 
becomes the clearer and more 
fair will be the solutions to it all. 

I' m proposing opening up a 
top-rope system around 
Boulder. If you go out and top 
rope a route from bottom to top, 
eventually without a fall, then 
you are eligible for a reported 
ascent in this Mountain review 
section . Send the information to 
P.O. Box 7218, Boulder, CO 
80306-7218. If you have some 
good photos to go along vyith 
your top-rope ascent then all the 
better. As far as this column is 
concerned a top-rope ascent can 
be an exciting piece of news, 
especially at today's standards. 
I already have a few to report 

Chris Plant on his steep creation Ripped Van Winkle (5. 13a) on the 
Enchanted Tower, New Mexico. Photo: Crispin Waddy. 

and I'm sure their are many of 
you who also have some 
projects in the making or at least 
will have now. So cool the bolts 
and get those top-ropes crankin . 

Because. of the recent ban on 
bolted routes in the Boulder 
area, new rad-traditionalists 
have been seeking out other 
alternative areas to establish 
their new wave routes. One 
such area is the Clear Creek 
Canyon, just west of Golden 
Colorado. This winding Canyon 
has produced many challenging 
routes and has drawn the 
attention of many Boulder 
climbers because of their steep 
and difficult sequences. 
A few of the routes have had 

artificial holds bolted onto them, 
while a few have been produced 
from drilling finger holds out of 
steep, overhanging and once 
crumbly caves. The 
ascentionists thought that "the 
crumbly rock sections had 
absolutely no value until some 
of these holds where created." 
Clear Creek had in the past, 
except for a few lines, been over 
looked because of its road cut 

look and crumbliness. 
A few months later the artificial 

holds where removed and the 
climbs have since stood 
unrepeated. The big question 
here is how far should we carry 
the bounds of establishing 
routes? Is there actually a 
creative aspect in turning a 
crumbly crag into something 
that many climbers have 
actually enjoyed climbing on? Is 
the man made route the future 
of rock climbing? Should we 
continue to expand the 
perimeters of one's capability on 
the rock surface? Perhaps these 
routes should have been left for 
top roping? We must have 
rational motives for our impact 
and that does not mean being 
okay with only yourself, this 
puts your decision into an 
egocentric predicament. Route 
alteration, because of its 
potential to get out of hand, 
should seriously be debated by 
a good number of people before 
it is carried out. So please send 
in your comments. 
[Here 's one from me. There is , 
absolutely no justification for 



route alteration (chipping) under 
any circumstances. Is the United 
States so starved of climbable 
rock that climbers are reduced to 
such base antics?- B.C.N.] 
Most of the routes that follow 

where established by Kurt 
Smith, Pete Zoeller, Alan 
Nelson, Mike Pont, Jimmy 
Ratzlaf and others. Starting off 
into the canyon from the east 
and heading west through the 
first tunnel and just before the 
1st bridge on the right is the 
Rainbow Bridge Wall. Starting 
from right to left is The 
Unknown (5.10), Slip and Slide 
(5.10d), Pink Slip (5.12c), Spring 
Fever (5.10c) and Slip It In 
(5.11 a) . Just across the bridge 
on the left is the leaning 
overhanging corner Rainy Day 
(5 .12a). 
Continuing west and on the 

right side of the road is the 
overhanging New River Wall. 
From right to left is The Warm 
Up (5.1 0tr) and the severely 
overhanging Sonic Youth 
(5.13a). Just before the second 
tunnel on the right side of the 
road is the High Wire Crag. On 
the left is Power Play (5.11 c), 
and just right is Hip at the Lip 
(5.12a), Idiot's Roof(5.12c) and 
Idiot Savant (5.12d) .Going 
through the second tunnel and 
up on the left is the Wall of the 
90's. From left to right is Stone 
Free (5.11 b), Untamed (5.11c), 
Unmamed (5.11tr), Thirty Aught 
Six (5.1 0d) and Interstellar 
Overdrive(unfinished). 
Further west just through the 

third tunnel and on the left you'll" 
find the Anarchy Wall. This 
popular crag sports many 
exciting faces routes. From left 
to right is the Hazard Waste 
(5.11d), followed by Anarchy in 
the U.K., Anarchy Rules (5.12b), 
Monkey Wrench (5.11c), Presto 
(5.12), Maestro (5.12d) and 
Anarchitect (5.12d) . 
Just up the road from Anarchy 

Wall about half a mile, on the 
right about hundred feet up 
slope is the Head Like A Hole 
Cave. The cave features some 
unfinished projects and a 
severely overhanging roof called 
Head Like A Hole, (5.12d). 
Continuing further up the road 

west past a few big curves you'll 
spot High Profile Wall. Up on 
the left is the Hungry Wolf 
(5.13a), which climbs the thin 
seem. 

Staying left on Highway 6, then 
a short ways past the 5th tunnel, 
slightly hidden in the trees is the 
radical Nomad Cave. This 
pocketed cave contains Express 
Yourse/f(5.12d), Predator 
(5.12c), which is the closest 
thing to Buoux overhanging 
finger pocket in the area, 
Unnamed (5.12b), Breakfast Club 
(5.12a), and Unfinished (5 .12b). 

Rounding up the new route 
info are a few very worth while 
top rope problems. On the 
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Go (South) West young man. Peter Gram amongst the. wide open spaces of New Mexico on 
Hey, Is There Anybody There? (5. 12b), Far Side Cliffs, White Rock Canyon. Photo: Cameron Burns. 
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Mickey Mouse Wall, just right of 
Oblique Streak, on a thin vertical 
slabby face is the Firecracker 
(5.12c tr)., Bob Horan and Karen 
England. In Eldorado Canyon, 
to the right of the Kings Xthere 
is a steep face that climbs a 
wavey shaped arete up to some 
very thin face moves, eventually 
connecting to the anchor bolts at 
the top of Rainbow Wall, named 
Synapse (5.12d tr.) Horan. Just 
to the right of lower Genesis and 
left of Pansee Savage, Horan 
top-roped Moi et Toi (5 .12c tr). 
This intricate arete and face 
climbs straight up to the upper 
head wall of Genesis eventually 
reaching the chains below its 
crux from the right. On the West 
Ridge, just right of Morning 
Thunder a steep face named 
Surveillance (5.11c/d) was 
climbed by Horan and Werner 
Braun of Michigan. Up near the 
top of the West Ridge, just right 
of the French Fry, between that 
and Mr. Potato Head, a top rope 
problem named Cerebellum 
(5.13a/b tr), was also completed 
by Horan. 

Let's continue to enjoy the 
great outdoors and while doing 
so, how about lending a helping 
hand by keeping it as clean as 
possible. Beware the Future! 

Bob Horan 

NEW MEXICO 

Prolific Winter All Over The 
Place 
Albuquerque climber Matt 
Samet has been especially busy 
throughout the entire state and 
has produced a number of 
excellent new routes this winter. 
In Soccorro's Box Canyon, 
Samet fired in the devilishly 
good Demon (5.13a) on the left 
end of The Major Wall. Johnny 
Myrick and Samet also enjoyed 
Bananas on Acid (5.12a) left of 
Banana Peel, while 
Albuquerque's Steve Dyker 
grabbed Juckets and Bugs 
(5.10a) . 

In Spook Canyon, Samet's Ride 
The Lightning (5.13a), originally 
thought to be much harder, has 
now seen several repeats. 
The big news at Datil this 

spring was visiting Englishman 
Chris Plant's new route on The 
Enchanted Tower. Ripped Van 
Winkle (5.13a) takes the arete 
right of Zee Wicked Witch, 
rejoining the Witch halfway up 
its second pitch for a 
purportedly pumper ride. ,, 

Samet and Albuquerque's 
Randall Jett have been putting 
together a series of small 
guidebooks to the state's more 
popular sport climbing areas. 

The first covers New Canyon, 
Big Block Wall (a .k.a. Unnamed, 
Tijeras, etc.), Spook Canyon, Box 
Canyon and Datil. The pair are 
commended for quickly 
completing this long overdue 
task. The guides are available at 
all the usual outlets. 

Further north, at Cacti Cliff, 
Jean DeLataillade finally 
succeeded on .his new route 
Funktuation (5.13a) after many 
tries . 

In Las Conchas a few 
interesting lines went up before 
the onslaught of winter, 
including D'Antonio, McGill and 
Mike Baker's route Animal 
Magnetism (5.11 d) on the Dream 
Tower. On the Sponge British 
transplant John O'Donnell gave 
Donna Williams an illustrated 
lecture in Mad Dogs and 
Englishmen (5.10-, R) between 
Pumpin' Huecos and Hollywood 
Tim, and on the Chilly Willy Wall 
the pair gorged themselves on a 
Turkey Sandwich (5.8) . On the 
arete right of the Sponge, Baker 
and Leslie Henderson faired foul 
weather with the appropriately 
titled Hail Dancer (5.9). 

In White Rock Canyon the 
biggest event was Mike McGill 
and Bob D'Antonio's new route 
In My Mind's Eye, on the Far 
Side Cliffs. Although both 
climbers have now moved away 
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from the area, they both 
managed to lead through on the 
route with a few falls. D'Antonio 
felt it to be in the 5.13b range, 
but so far the fingery line has 
repulsed all red-point attempts. 
Also on the Far Side Cliffs, 
D'Antonio and McGill asked, 
Hey, Is There Anybody In There 
(5.12a/b), when they apparently 
scared a snoozing bat from its 
roost. 
At Below The Old New Place, 

DeLataillade and Lee Sheftel 
enjoyed a little forest 
management in the space 
between Got A Nightstick, Got a 
Gun, Got Time on My Hands and 
Strong Urge to Fly; Strong Urge 
To Beat Someone (5.12b) 
requires deft manoeuvering 
around the branches of a cedar 
tree - bring pruning shears if you 
plan to fall. And, on the arete 
left of Fat Boys, Los Alamos 
local Tom Quigley pondered 
Instant Dogma (5.11 b). 
At the newly developed 

Doughnut Shop, D'Antonio and 
visiting San Diegan Gary 
Anderson sported Greasy Hair 
Nets (5 .12a/b) on the scooped 
face left of Fat Cops on Swivel 
Chairs. 
The Overlook saw a few new 

bolted lines go in, several by 
members of the 'now-pro
bolts'(?) Los Alamos 
Mountaineers. Bob Steuwe and 
Clark Mann went Overlichen 
(5.11a), while John Foley, Craig 
Copelin and Brian Wirtz found A 
View With A Room (5.11 b), 
Overloord (5.11a, thank you, 
John!), and Overlard (5.10c). 
D'Antonio and local wanna-be 
Bigmouth Burns listened to 
Chocolate Thunder (5.12a) and 
perhaps the area's best route to 
date, The Putterman Gully Jump 
(5.9+), which rising star Matt 
Samet has dubbed " . .. one of 
the finest routes in the entire 
State." 
Cameron Burns 

CANADA 

Alberta Winter Update 
The 1990/91 season was a 

manic one in the Canadian 
rockies. With a first quarter of 
heavy snow, the second extreme 
cold and the third and fourth a 
mixture of snow and warm 
temperatures, it was a strange 
climbing season . 
With the 90s being the age of 

lycra, rice cakes and forty metre 
test pieces it is comforting to 
know there are still people 
pushing the limits in the 
harshness of the Canadian 
Winter. 

Alpine - Mount Bryce 
The most talked about action 
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this winter was the first winter 
ascent of Mount Bryce, 11,507ft. 
The ascent took seven days via 
the East Ridge by winter alpine 
veterans Joe McKay and Greg 
Golorach. The pair ascended 
the East Ridge and bypassed the 
centre peak to reach the summit. 
This goal has been the elusive 
nemesis of many a serious party 
over the last few years. 

Hard Ice 
With a renewed interest in 
climbing harder ice it was a 
good season for ice. March saw 
Glen Reisenhoffer and Jeff 
Everett put up the soon to be 
classic The French Maid (111, 6). 
The route was named after a 
frequented strip club. After the 
first ascent Jeff proclaimed, 
.'.'..This deserves a long night at 
the French Maid." The Maid is a 
'wild climb' which is one of the 
finest additions to Rockies ice 
routes in recent years, the first 
pitch being a free-standing 
technical pillar. 

Along the Banff-Jasper 
highway this season things were 
thick and blue, but because of 
bizarre snow conditions and 
long approaches very little new 
activity took place in the area. 

In January Bruce Hendricks and 
Joe Josephson climbed a new 
waterfall on Mount Wilson. The 
route is a 105m technical climb 
on 'funky ice' . Grade IV, 6 
Dancing with Chaos. 

Near Bow Falls veteran ice 
guru Karl Nagy and partner Jeff 
Everett climbed Ulis Revenge 
(80m 111, 5) . The climb is an 
awesome, narrow hanging icicle 
which starts out behind the pillar 
and winds its way to the front 
and continues up steep ice. 

Kevin Doyle and party finished 
off Pipes of Pan (IV,5), a six pitch 
climb culminating in a grade 5 
pillar. 

Brad Wrobleski and Joe 
Josephson 

SOUTH AMERICA 
I 

A cholera epidemic has been 
spread by contaminated sewage 
from Lima, northwards to 
Ecuador and Columbia . To date 
this has not affected the 
mountain areas to any great 
extent, is being contained by 
health authorities and should 
not trouble those practicing 
good hygiene. Additionally 
alarmist reports about Sendero 
Luminoso guerilla activity in the 
Cordillera Blanca are founded 
upon_ very few incidents, and a 
limited amount of trekking has 
even resumed in the Cordillera 

Huayhuash - effectively closed 
since an attack on a Canadian 
expedition in 1989. The 
influential mayor of Cuzco has 
had some success in uniting the 
populace in an anti-violence 
drive which has included 
convicts having to remove 
political graffiti from ancient 
Inca stonework. Armed violence 
on the Inca trail to Machu Pichu 
has prompted local tourist police 
to exert themselves in locating 
the culprits, and British 
expeditions to the adjacent 
Cordilleras of Urubamba, 
Vilcanota and Vilcabamba 
experienced no problems with 
this in 1990. War weariness and 
apathy amongst the factions of 
the central Peruvian highlands 
have resulted in a reduced level 
of violence although there is 
evidence that guerillas have 
been linking up with drugs 
traffickers. A number of 
expeditions chose to visit 
Bolivia, and interestingly 
enough the only violent death 
amongst Western trekkers was 
caused by a fight between two 
tourists on the Bolivian Inca trail: 
one pushed the other over the 
edge of a precipice (obviously 
mountaineers are relatively well 
adjusted individuals by 
comparison) . Further south the 
steady stream of trekkers eager 
to reach 7000m continues to 
ensure that there is a queue to 
stand on the summit of 
Aconcagua after braving one of 
the world's longest and most 
rubbish-strewn scree slopes. 
Surely it is time that walkers 
learned to take their shit away 
with them, even if they are 
paying thousands of dollars to 
be guided up these mountains. 
To encourage you to buy air 

tickets and climb down south 
this summer, included here is a 
topo of one of the more mature 
faces in South America . It is of 
Chakraraju in the Cordillera 
Blanca of Peru, and the edge of 
the glacier is· only half a day's 
walk from the roadside; that's 
almost cragging by anyone's 
standards. If you do any new 
routes, or notable repeat 
ascents, then write to me at 
Mountain. 

Chakraraju South Face 
The beautiful Llanganucco 

lakes are only a few hours drive 
from Huaraz. A short walk 
further on lies the enigmatic 
Laguna 69 above which soars 
the double-headed mountain of 
Chakraraju . Many routes climb 
the fluted South Face, typically 
they are graded about ED, and 
when climbed in the modern 
idiom can be ascended in one 
day from a snowhole bivouac in 
the high bergschrund. 
Alternatiavely more traditional 
but equally valid ascents climb 
the 700 - 800m from the glacier 
to the summit in several days. 

Descent is by abseils which can 
be fully equipped on the Jaeger 
route in a popular season. 

Chakraraju Oeste (6112ml 
First ascents to the ridge 

linking the East and West 
summits are recorded. Not all 
parties were able to reach the 
true summits, this is best done 
by traversing well below the 
cornices, and obviously 
substantially increases the 
seriousness of the climbs. 

N. Ridge: H. Abrons, D. Doody, 
T. Frost, L. Ortenburger; 23 
August 1964. From 0 . 
Warimpampa ascend NE glacier 
and gain acess to N. Ridge via a 
small hanging glacier at the 
upper end of the NE glacier. 
Climb along corniced N. Ridge, 
with short detours into deep 
snow on fluted NE Face, to base 
of final summit tower. Climb 
250m of very steep ice-covered 
granite to final ice flutes leading 
onto summit snow cap, several 
days. 

N.E. Face: B. Husicka, P. Hapala; 
June 1986. A direct route 
emerging on the N ridge and 
continuing to the top. The death 
occurred abseiling Bouchard
MO Meunier. 

6-N.E. Face: M. Davaille, C. 
Gaudin, R. Jenny, M. Martin, R. 
Sennelier, P. Souriac, L. Terray; 
31 July 1956 (first complete 
ascent) . Approach from Q. 
Waripampa to NE glacier and 
ascend this. Climb NE rock and 
ice face to col ca. 5800m 
between E and W summits. 
Climb heavily corniced E Ridge 
of W peak, via some difficult 
rock and ice steps, several days. 

5-S. Face: (Yugoslav Route); 
8 June 1982; C. Knez, Freser. 
Climb flutings to the right of the 
spur which falls from the E 
foresummit of the W peak, 
continue along ridge to top. 
One day from bivouac in the 
bergschrund on ascent and 
descent. The standard descent 
route. 

4-S. Face: (Beaud route); 
X. Bongard, P-A Romagnoli, P. 
Beaud, H. Colonia ; 28 June 
1984. From Laguna 69 cross the 
scree slopes on the left and 
climb diagonally across the 
main moraine. Traverse the 
moraine crest to a gully, climb 
step bare slopes to a small lake 
and tent platforms. To reach the 
glacier follow cairns past a rock 
wall left (NE) of the camp and a 
couloir of loose rock, 2 - 3 h. 
This gives access to all the S. 
Face routes. To the left of the 
Yugoslav Spur climb a pitch of 
vertical ice to a belay niche. 
Traverse overhanging ice and 
rock to continue below another.
step. The angle eases for 100m 



Climbing Still Possible in South America! 

The South Face of Chakraraju with Oeste (6112m) on the left and Este (6001m) on the right. Numbers 
refer to descriptions in the text. Topo by Dave Sharman. 

of 60° snow before 400m of 
difficult ice. Above is the crux 
20m of rock, then 100m of 
vertical ice to the cornices of the 
ridge: 2 - 3 days in ascent, 
descent by abseil. 

3-S. Face: (Astier Route). 
Y. Astier; 24 May 1979. ED. 
Makes a rising traverse ascross 
flutings in the broad bay right of 
the French Direct to gain the 
ridge at the low point between 
the two W summits as for Beaud 
Route. Similarly steep and 
difficult ice. 

2-S. Face: (French Direct) . R. 
Desmaison, M. Arizzi, X. 
Chappaz, J . Fouque; 1983. ED. 
Climb the couloir which runs to 
the summit just to the right of 
the Bouchard-Meunier Route, 2 -
3 days. 

1-S. Face: (Bouchard-Meunier 
Route); J. Bouchard, M-O. 
Meunier; 1977. ED+. This is 
considered the hardest route on 
the S. Face of the Chakrarajus. 
Weave through the initial rock 
bands to gain the steep couloir 
which runs directly to the 
summit, 65 - 90° snow and ice. 
Pass icy rock bands and traverse 
right near the top if ice towers 
bar the way, 850m, 2 - 3 days. 

Chakraraju Este (6001ml 
12-S.E. Ridge: L. Dubost, P. 
Gendre, G. Magnone, J. Soubis, 
L. Terray. 5 August 1962 (first 
complete ascent). Access from 
0. Llanganuco and Q . 
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Yanapaqtsa to base of SE Ridge, 
ca.5640m. Traverse onto E Face 
and back to SE Ridge several 
times before reaching summit, 
several days. 

11-S. Face: (Japanese '76 route); 
K. Kondo, M. Yoshino; 19 July 
1976. ED. Climb 60° ice gully 
directly to rocks on the upper 
part of the SE Ridge. Construct 
a campsite by levelling the ridge 
crest. Aid up a rock tower and 
climb four pitches in an ice
packed dihedral. Rotten snow 
slopes lead to the summit, 2- 3 
days, 600m. 

10-S. Face: (Jaeger Route); N. 
Jaeger; 5 July 1978. ED-. This 
route takes the broad couloir 
leading directly to the summit. 
From a bivouac in the 
bergschrund cl limb up the left 
side of the 50° couloir and turn a 
rock band on the left. The ice 
steepens and it is necessary to 
traverse rightwards across 
slabby rock to continue up the 
narrower upper fluting. A short, 
5m, vertical rock band is passed 
on steep ice at the left end. The 
summit is one problematic pitch 
above, 9h from the bergschrund. 
Some variations are possible, 
such as traversing right into the 
rocks below the summit, descent 
by abseil. 

9-S. Face: (Spanish-Peruvian); 
A. Garcia, F. Escolar, W. Silverio. 
21 August 1984. ED-. Climb 
between the Jaeger and Richey
Brewer Routes. From the 
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bergschrund ca. 5200m climb 
400m of 50° - 65° snow and ice, 
then 80m of rock, 100m of 70 -
90° ice, and finally 100m of 
difficult mixed ground with 75 -
90° ice. Traverse the ridge to the 
top, 1 - 2 days. 

8-S. Face: (Richey-Brewer 
Route); E. Richey, Brewer; late 
August 1978. ED-. From Laguna 
69 climb straight up the rocky 
slope behind the lowest of two 
huts. Cross over rocky ground 
to the glacier. Skirt a slight rock 
wall on the right to the start of 
the S Face routes, 2 - 3 h. 
Ascend the runnel system which 
gains the ridge 100m W of the 
summit, 2 days with bivouac in 
bergschrund at half-height, 1 h 
to traverse ridge to summit. 
7-S. Face: (Japanese '72); D. 
Kochi, Tanaka; 1972. Climb to 
the ridge just to the right of the 
col. On the first ascent the 
cornices swept the Japanese 
back down the route . As yet not 
completed to summit. 
David Sharman 

Patagonia - Paine Group 
One of the most outstanding 
unclimbed walls in the whole 
region was the East Face of the 
Fortress. The face is bounded 
on the left by the North East 
Buttress (VI+ and A3/4), 
climbed in 1979 by a British 
team . Since that time, seven 
separate expeditions have 
attempted the main wall which 
is exposed to all the u·sual 
Patagonian trauma - stone and 

ice fall from the summit 
terraces, strong winds, bad 
weather etc. On December 28, 
Marko Lukic and Moha 
Praprotnik reached the summit 
after a final push of 52 hours. 
The first 500m of the route were 
fixed, the climbers benefitting 
from old ropes in the lower 
section, left by a previous 
Yugoslav attempt. One Minute 
of Wisdom is 1200m: Vlll
(French 7a): A4. 

On the Central Tower of Paine, 
Jon Lazcano and the 
experienced Basque 
mountaineer Kiki de Pablos, 
finally succeeded in forcing a 
new line on the west face (900m: 
6c and A3) . Over a period of two 
months, ropes were fixed to a 
height of 700m and the summit 
snatched on the January 27 
1991. 60% of the climbing was 
free. Previous attempts on this 
route had been made by the 
Japanese in 1987 and the 
Italians in 1990. 
Lindsay Griffin 

Chile - Tierra del Fuego 
Archipelago 
A four man American/Canadian 
expedition, consisting of 
members T.J. Thomas, Doug 
Krause, Steve Gayner and Brad 
Wrobleski made the first 
exploration and ascents on the 
uninhabited and unexplored 
Hoste island in Chile's remote 
southern archipelago, Tierra del 
Fuego, (the group of islands that 
make up the end of the 
Americas). 

The party persevered through 
apocalyptic winds, poor snow 
conditions, out-of-date maps 
and endless rainfall to make the 
first climbs and exploration of 
the area. 

In all, two first ascents were 
achieved and a month's worth of 
exploratory reconaissance. The 
first successful climb was of the 
1120m peak of the group named 
Pfigliano. The route follows the 
south west ridge directly to the 
summit. The second finished 
climb was of the 1300m west 
ridge of what they calculated to 
be Mt. Clove, the highest peak 
on the island. The group 
subnamed the mountain Yamala 
Rakur. After the ascent the 
group realized that Yamala was 
the highest peak at the end of 
the archipelago, therefore 
making it the highest peak at the 
end of the Andes chain and the 
last major mountain before 
Antarctica. Due to poor weather 
the expedition was limited to 
non-technical ascents. 
The area is home to thousands 

of possibilities for technical and 
non-technical ascents. The team 
reported, "Fantastic granite and 
beautiful lines. The only major 
problem is weather. The 
weather conditions make 
Patagonia look like Hawaii." 
Brad Wrobleski 
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GREATER HIMALAYA 

Disaster Strikes Sino-Japanese 
Expedition, 17 Dead. 

CHINA 

Kang Karpo (Meile Xueshan) 
(6740ml 
Seventeen members of a Sino
Japanese expedition have 
vanished without trace on this 
unclimbed peak at the eastern 
extremity of the Chinese 
Himalaya. It now seems likely 
that all 17 members, 11 
Japanese and 6 Chinese were 
killed in one or more 
avalanches. The last news was 
on 3 Jan. in a radio broadcast 
from Camp 3 (5100m) to Base 
Camp. The message was short, 
and although it was worrying, 
the remaining members in Base 
Camp could not suspect what 
would follow; "Heavy snow has 
fallen during the past two days. 
Outside it is 1.2m deep. We are 
working hard to clear the tents." 
It is known that five members of 

the team had reached 6570m on 
28 Dec. before being forced to 
retreat in deteriorating weather. 
They had descended to the large 
camp occupied by the majority 
of the team, and there were 
waiting for another chance at 
the summit before the disaster 
struck. A six member search 
team send from Peking arrived 
on16 January, but continued 
poor weather and avalanche risk 
forced them to abandon any 
hope of a thorough search. 

USSR 
During the 1990 Soviet 
"Championships", a number of 
major new routes were climbed 
throughout the Soviet Union. It 
may seem a very curious 
practice to open up the 
mountains to blatantly 
competitive climbing in all areas 
of mountaineering, but it is a 
practice that has grown up in the 
Soviet Union largely for one 
simple reason. If you love 
climbing, and you want to 
obtain the necessary travel 
permits, equipment and 
sponsorship, you must prove 
that you are in a class apart from 
your fellow climbers. Hence, the 
Soviets award a number of . • 
individuals the distinction of 
"Master of Sport". Having 
reached this standard, you then 
might expect the call to join 
major expeditions, and you are 
guaranteed of being able to take 
part in major ventures in the 
Soviet mountains. 
It will be interesting to see if 

this curious tradition continues 
as Soviet climbers are allowed 
greater freedom and come into 
contact with western climbing 
traditions. There are already 
signs that it will not, such as the 
freedom allowed to the leaders 
of the Lhotse South Face 
expedition to choose their own 
team. What does seem likely is 
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that the State may continue to 
claim some sort of credit for 
ascents that have been made 
during the official 
"Championships", while the 
climbers themselves may view 
their ascents in more individual 
personal terms. Whatever the 
motives, Soviet climbing has 
clearly come of age. Whatever 
equipment or techniques the 
Soviets may lack seem to be 
more than compensated for by 
determination and physical 
stoicism. 
In addition to the Tien Shan 

traverse reported in Mountain 
138, (which won the 1st prize in 
the Mountain Traverse 
Competition), there were also 
traverses of the Ordijonikidze
Communism Peaks and of the 
Kang Tengri group. Both these 
areas also saw intensive new 
route action on individual peaks. 
The difficult South Face of Pik 
Communism (7495m) received 
an ascent of what is probably 
the hardest of the six routes to 
date by a Siberian team. This 
2600m route took seven days, 
climbing steep mixed ground 
averaging 70 degrees. 
The North Face of Kang Tengri 
(7010m) had a variation route 
added by a Ukranian team, while 
the NNE Spur of Pik Pobeda 
(7439m) was climbed alpine 
style making three bivouacs in 
snow caves by a team from 
Kuybyshev on the Volga River. 
There was also a great deal of 
activity in the Turkestan Range 
with a number of major new 
rock routes climbed on the West 
Face of Assan Peak (4230m). 
This area of granite spires offers 
a large number of challenging 
routes on good rock. 
To assist those who may wish 
to climb in the Soviet Union, a 
number of new commercial 
organisations have recently 
been set up. No doubt these 
organisations will rely heavily 
on the existing International 
Mountaineering Camps, but they 
also advertise private guiding 
and smaller accommodation. 
Although Mountain does not 
normally advertise through its 
editorial pages, we make an 
exception here in hopes that it 
will assist people to make 
contacts with Soviet guides 
knowing that it has proven 
extremely difficult in the past. 
Two such organisations are: 
Alpindustry (run by Alexander 
Yelkov) c/o Zoya Anderson, 51 
Rodenhurst Road, London SW4 
BAE; and Sovintersport, 5 
Rzhevsky Per., 121069 Moscow, 
USSR. Sovindustry apparently 
acts as a broker for a variety of 
sports and sport manufacturers, 
and is a state run organisation. 

NEPAL 

The Swiss Dhauligiri team have 
written to put the record straight 

regarding the report in Mountain 
137 that a Spanish expedition 
criticised them for behaving like 
"Swiss bankers" in selling the 
rights to fixed ropes. It seems 
that the Swiss arrived after the 
Spaniards and chose a different 
and easier approach to the 
glacier. The team then fixed 
800m of rope between Camp 2 
{6500m) and Camp 3 (7400m) 
before any other teams reached 
that altitude. They report: 
"Once we had placed six out of 

eight climbers on the summit 
and prepared a good track to the 
top we asked the other groups if 
we should remove the fixed 
ropes (thus removing pollution) 
or leave them for other 
expeditions. They decided on 
the latter, so we asked them for 
a little compensation in the form 
of unused fixed ropes, to which 
most groups agreed. We 
considered this to be a fair deal. 
. . the Spanish members 
outbursts seems to be 
somewhat lacking in direction. 
We thought Dhauligiri '90 to be 
an example of excellent 
cooperation between different 
people from all over the world. 
[At least you were not blamed 
for leaving ropes behind to 
pollute the mountain! - Ed.] 

John Porter 

"Please don't hit me again!" 
Joe Simpson, bestselling author 
of Touching the Void, has been 
in the wars again. This time a 
long fall and subsequent 
evacuation whilst trekking 
between the Thami and 
Rawaling valleys in Nepal. 
Injuries include a broken ankle 
on his good leg. Joe fell as a 
result of his partner's Grivel 2F 
crampons breaking. (See recall 
notice in Gear, this issue.) 
Photo: Bernard Newman. 

Ascents reported below took 
place during 1990 unless 
otherwise stated. 

Maritime Alps 
Although barren in summer 

and with similarities to the Isle 
of Skye (although on a much 
grander scale!) this area can 
receive surprisingly heavy 
snowfall during the winter 
months and is a popular venue 
for ski touring . The influence of 
the Mediterranean promotes a 
good freeze-thaw action and a 
substantial build up of ice can 
often occur in the numerous 
gullies. Several hard routes 
have been put up over the years, 
notably the Great Couloir on the 
Pelago (TD+ 80°), but a 
concerted effort from Gianni 
Calcagno and companions over 
this winter has added many high 
quality routes of up to 800m 
with near vertical ice pitches . 

Ecrins Massif 
This region has become 

exceedingly popular in the last 
half decade. Some of the 
attractions include a more 
generally reliable weather 
pattern, scenic valleys and a 
wealth of classic ascents in the 
easy to medium grades of 
difficulty. However, the area has 
always enjoyed a certain 
notoriety due to the quality of its 
granite, which ranges from 
indifferent to absolutely 
appalling! As always, there 
have been exceptions, such as 
the overcrowded Dibona and 
Sialouze but more recently, 
other worthwhile venues have 
been "re-discovered", climbed 
and equipped. The valley bases 
have always provided good 
cragging for alpinists on an 'off 
day' and, not surprisingly, this is 
now more organised, with 
delightful and well-bolted routes 
on the granite slabs of the Tete 
de la Maye and more sterner 
stuff on the flanks of the Pelvoux 
above Ailefroide. It was here 
that France's first granite Ba was 
created by Alain Ghersen in 
1987 and these walls now have 
well equipped routes of up to 
400m. 

Le Rateau 
Normally associated with 

atrocious rock, there are now, 
reportedly, one or two fine 
routes on the S. Face at the head 
of the Selle glacier. On the 10th 
July, R. Balistra, S. Dronard, P. 
Gueydan and P. Mails put up 
Couleur Pourpre {300m TD-) a . 
very good climb on sound rock, 
between the Nomine Pillar and 
the modern route Bye Bye 
Hooligans. Earlier on the 16th 
May, J. Pinna and Y. Scremin 
climbed the North West Face to 
the North Ridge at D-. This 
400m route provides a useful 
alternative to the East Face, 
when the latter is too snowy. 



Cosimo Zappelli and Giancarlo Grassi 
Die in Alpine Accidents 

Aiguille Dibona 
Physique et Sans Issue is a 

magnificent route that now takes 
the most direct line on the South 
Face. It gives 11 pitches of new 
climbing , completely equipped 
and was the work of L. Belliard 
and C. Savioux (7a/b: 6a/b obi. ) 

Montagne des Agneaux 
A new line was climbed on the 

North-West Face, not far to the 
right of the Piaget Couloir, by M. 
Beccia, M. Bocci, M. Conti, M. 
Fornerone and F. Monetti on the 
24th June. The lower section is 
classic mixed ground but higher 
up some fine icicles were 
climbed before a rocky rib led to 
the main ridge, a little below the 
summit. TD/TD+. 

Aiguille de Sialouze 
Well known for its sound 

granite and some of the finest 
rock climbs in the range, it is not 
surprising that this peak should 
provide the venue for the first 7b 
in the massif. Created by B. 
Cosgnard, J. Derobert, J. Perrier 
and F. Roux, the climb in 
question lies on the steep walls 
to the right of the great chimney 
line, taken by the classic TD 
route on the East Face (240m 
6b+ obi.) There is a rumour that 
some 'sculpturing ' may have 
occurred to the rock on the crux 
pitch . 

Dents de Coste Counier (3025m) 
This rocky crest, situated 

immediately to the South East of 
Les Bans, is noted for its 300m 
South Ridge, a popular classic 
first climbed in 1948. The South 
West Face is a wall of excellent 
granite, quoted as 500m but in 
fact nowhere bigger than the 
South Ridge. This summer C., J . 
and S. Cambon with H. Jaillet 
put up a very good rock route of 
medium standard (D.), which 
was equipped with bolts for 
both protection and rappel 
descent. 

Mont Blanc Massif 
Aiguilles de Tre la Tete 

The North East Face of this 
mountain, above the Miage 
glacier, is seamed with shattered 
rock spurs separated by icy 
couloirs. Although a thoroughly 
dangerous venue during the 
summer months, the attractions 
for winter alpinists are obvious. 
Gabarrou (who else!) with P. 
Gourdin and G. Passino climbed 
an important variation to the 
Marone-Stratta Couloir on the 
2nd January, in 7.5 hours (750m : 
TD+) 

Mont Blanc 
On the Red Pillar of Brouillard, 

J.C. Lataille continued his series 
of solo ascents when he climbed 
the Directissima (Gabarrou-Long 
route) on the 14th September in 
4.5 hours. Rappelling the pillar, 
he next day soloed the Bonatti 

Route in 2h 20 min. 
Slavko Sveticic, thinking he 

was on new ground, climbed a 
route on the North East Face of 
the Grand Pilier d'Angle on the 
11th October. Starting up the 
Belgian Route, he soon joined 
the line taken by Fowler and 
Thomas in 1977, which he 
followed throughout. Low 
down, the crux rock pitch was 
free-climbed at VII- and the 
upper gully finished with a short 
section of vertical ice. This may 
be the first time that this line has 
been repeated and a solo ascent 
in a mere 3 hours, confirms the 
technical ability of this 
Yugoslavian alpinist. 

Pointe Gamba 
Sadly the great Italian Guide, 

Cosimo Zappelli, was killed in a 
fall, not far from the summit, on 
the normal South Ridge/East 
Face route in September. 
Veteran of countless new routes 
in the Massif and many other 
areas, notably the Andes, he will 
probably be best remembered 
for his bold first ascents, in both 
summer and winter, with Walter 
Bonatti. 

Mont Maudit 
On the South-East Face, 

between the 1978 East Pillar 
route and the couloir climbed by 
Grassi and Marchisio in 1985, G. 
Grassi and S. Rossi dispensed 
with the last remaining 
unclimbed ice gully. Nata di 
Pietra (450m: TD/TD+ 70-85°) 
finishes on the South East Ridge 
and the ascent, as is now normal 
for climbs of this character, took 
place during the Spring. On the 
East Face, overlooking the 
Maud it CirquFJ, P. Gourdin and 
G. Passino have put up a new 
rock route on the Guillot Pillar 
(420m TD+) . Further to the right 
stands the Androsace Pillar, a 
fine piece of architecture that is 
not dissimilar to the famous 3 
Points Pillar on Mont Blanc du 
Tacul. Romain Vogler returned 
here to climb the wall alongside 
his own route Maudit Blues. 
Marins d'Eau Douce uses the 
first pitch of the previous route 
before breaking out left and was 
climbed from the 26 - 27 May 
with Michel Piola (300m: ED2: 
7a+, 6b) with three points of aid). 
In his quest for new ground 
Grassi, with F. Canta and S. 
Rossi, climbed directly over the 
bulbous serac that forms on the 
North East Flank of the Ca/otte, 
just to the right of the normal 
approach to the Trident hut. The 
climb is 200m high, took 5 hours 
and had several overhanging ice 
pitches. 

Col Maudit 
The serac barrier on the South 

East Face was climbed by E. 
Marlier and P. Odgornik on the 
16 June (400m 75-95° 3h). This 
ice mass was first climbed in 
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The North Face of the Eiger showing: 1- 7938 Route, 2- Lowe Route 
(VII, A/6, 5. 70/A5.), 3- Japanese Direct. Topo: Michel Pio/a 

1979 and as the configuration is 
in a constant state of flux, I 
suppose it is possible to climb a 
'new route' every year! 

Grand Capu~in 
J.C. Lataille made the first solo 

ascent in winter of the classic 
Bonatti Route, back-roping all 
the way. 

Aiguille de la Brenva 
Although previously 

unreported, a very interesting 
little ice climb was discovered 
here in the Spring of 1989. The 
normal descent route reaches 
the col between the Aiguille and 
the Tour de la Brenva, climbs 
down the first section of the East 
Couloir and when this becomes 
steep, moves out right to rappel 
rock walls to the glacier. 
Bonfanti and Grassi climbed the 
couloir throughout, which 
although quite steep in the 
lower section, was not unduly 
difficult and had all the makings 
of a minor classic. It can be 
reached quickly on ski, or in 
approximately 2 hours on foot, 
from the Torino hut (250m: D+/ 
T.D.-) 

Col des Grandes Jorasses 
The deep, stone-swept couloir 

on the South Face, avoided on 
the right when approaching the 
Canzio bivouac hut in summer, 
was climbed early in the Spring 
by F. Damilano and Grassi. 
Normally, a lengthy approach at 
this time of year makes the 
ascent a serious undertaking but 
the actual climb was short 
(300m) and the difficulties 
reasonable. 

Petit Mont Gruetta 
On the South East Face, P. 

Amaudo, F. Conti, G. Grassi and 
S. Rossi discovered another 
narrow ephemeral couloir on the 
4 January. Remotely situated, 
this climb gave a succession of 
vertical ice pitches, which, 
despite the season, were still 
somewhat exposed to stonefall 
(600m: T.D.). In common with 
Grassi's other recent adventures 
on the South-East Faces of the 
Dent de Jetoula and Aiguille de 
Rochefort, both giving excellent 
climbing, this route is clearly 
dependent on finding the right 
conditions and the exact 
moment for an ascent must be 
very carefully chosen! 
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THE ALPS 

Col du Midi 
The West Face of this broad 

saddle terminates in an 
awesome serac barrier, which 
would normally make climbing 
in this vicinity most unattractive. 
The narrow couloir immediately 
right of the rocky spur that leads 
up to the northern end of the col 
was climbed by Gabarrou and 
Gourdin shortly before the New 
Year to give Petit Gargouille. 
Two weeks later, A . Long 
climbed the adjacent couloir 
which he named Grande 
Garguoille. Both routes had a 
number of vertical ice pitches in 
the serac barrier. 

Aiguille Sans Norn 
On the North West Face the 

British Route (1100m: TD/ED1) 
finally received its first winter 
ascent, over the New Year 
period (1990) by F. Marsigny and 
P. Mohr. This fine achievement 
was marred by tragedy. The 
climb ends on the Sans Norn 
ridge where the party unroped. 
With Marsigny ahead, the 
climbers were only 100m from 
the summit when Mohr slipped 
and fell to this death. 

Aiguille Verte 
There is a vast expanse of 

unclimbed mixed ground to the 
left of the classic Nant Blanc 
Face Direct. Over the years, 
Alpinists have scrutinised 
possible lines but have generally 
been put off by the huge serac 
barrier that forms on the flanks 
of the Ca/otte and which can 
threaten the entire area. At the 
end of January 1991 , Marsigny 
returned to this wild corner with 
D. Autheman. In two days they 
climbed Violente Illusion -
named, according to the 
authors, to summarize the 
current state of Alpinism. The 
route is equally as good as the 
Direct but has harder mixed 
climbing with icy sections of 80°. 
The line taken follows the 
obvious couloir parallel to the 
Direct until it meets the rock 
band about halfway up the face. 
The climbers then moved right 
and climbed a steep gully 
system between this and the 
rocky spur taken by the direct, 
moving back left to reach the . 
base of the seracs. Slanting 
right, they were able to climb 
through a break in this barrier 
and reach the upper slopes of 
the Calotte. 

Aiguille d' Argentiere 
The numerous rock routes 

close to the Argentiere hut 
receive sunshine most of the 
day and are becoming very 
popular during Spring. Pointe 
3306m on the Charlet-Stratton 
ridge (South West Ridge of the 
West Summit) is an impressive 
rock pillar rising out of the 
Milieu glacier and is locally 
referred to as La Vierge. It 
already contains some classic 
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modern test pieces such as the 
sensationally exposed Reve de 
Singe (6c: BrunierNogler 1986), 
Chante ma une Vercuse (7a : 
Bourd/Burnier 1986) and the 
more traditional Grande Diedre 
(6a/A 1: Bettembourg, 
Coqueugniot and Vogler 1977). 
On the 11 March, J . Amstutz and 
Vogler climbed the South West 
Ridge (200m : 6c+, 6b obi.) and 
on the 29 April, T. Peril I and 
Piola made a further addition to 
the South Face (200m : 7a : 6b 
obi.) . 

Later, on 7 May, Piola and 
Vogler teamed up to produce a 
hard little number - Musee 
Grevin - straight up the centre of 
the face of Les Gardes du 
Plateau (3471m) on the Jardin 
ridge (200m: 7b: 6 obi.) . Vogler 
has also been busy on an area of 
compact slabs and a pinnacle 
called La Fleche on the right 
bank of the Argentiere glacier. 
The routes reached a maximum 
height of 100m and were 
climbed between March and 
May. 

Valais 
Matterhorn 

'Experienced' alpinists take 
heart! The world's oldest active 
guide, Ulrich lnderbinen from 
Zermatt, climbed the Horn Ii 
Ridge on the 125th Anniversary 
of the first ascent, at the age of 
90. When asked how many 
times he had climbed this peak, 
he shrugged his shoulders and 
replied, " I'm not really sure but 
I' ll tell you one thing - it's the 
last." (In fact it was 371 times!) 

Lyskamm West Summit 
Vanja Furlan soloed the 

Diemberger-Stefan Route on the 
North East Face (900m T.D.-) in 7 
hours during the night of 22-23 
July. After 250m the original 
route follows interesting mixed 
ground just left of a prominent 
rock spur, but as the whole face 
was devoid of snow this 
summer, a minor variation was 
taken 60m to the left and 
approximately half-way between 
the original line and the Gross
Hiebeler start. This maximised 
the ice climbing yet was both 
harder and more exposed to 
serac fall than the spur. Two 
vertical 5m cascades were linked 
via nar·row 60° couloirs and a 
short section of rock at 1V. The 
top of the spur was reached over 
slopes of bare ice, which 
continued all the way to the 
summit. 

Monte Rosa 
Major new routes in the Vala is 

are becoming increasingly 
scarce these days so it is 
interesting to see this addition to 
the East Face of the 
Signa/kuppe, one of the highest 
walls in the Alps. The original 
ascent (Largarde/Davies 1931) 
follo·wed the large ice slope to 
the right of the prominent ,, 

Opposite Page Right: On the first winter ascent of Et Je Suis le Vent 
(400m 6b), Aiguille de la Verappe. Photo: Michel Pio/a. 

central rock spur. The narrow 
rectilinear slope to the left was 
climbed by Cardin in 1971 to 
create a technically demanding 
route that has rarely been 
repeated . During the night of 
the 14-15 July, Vanja Furlan and 
Bojan Pockar, moving largely 
unroped, tackled the sickle
shaped couloir immediately to 
the left ((mainly 60°, with short 
steps of 80°). Working left at the 
top they crossed the obvious 
snow rib and climbed mixed 
ground until quite close to the 
Cresta Signal, onto which an 
escape is clearly possible. 
Difficult mixed climbing for 
300m led back right to join the 
final snow gully taken by the 
previous routes. When well 
frozen, Gringo (1400m E.D.1, 12 
hours) gives an objectively safe 
climb. Unfortunately, the Monte 
Rosa glacier is dangerously 
exposed to huge avalanches and 
serac fall, though this failed to 
deter the Yugoslavs who 
approached during the 
afternoon(!) in order to start 
their ascent at 8 p.m . 

Bernese Oberland 
Nesthorn 

Furlan, climbing with Zvone 
Pozgaj, has claimed a new route 
on the North Face which he 
dedicates to the blind rock 
musician, Jeff Haley. In fact the 
line followed is very similar to 
the Bartlett/Griffin Route of June 
1977. In that year, a late winter 
left a substantial snow cover on 
the smooth granite slabs at mid 
height. These are a well known 
feature of the face and the 
difficulty of the classic 
Welzenbach Route depends on 
the extent of this cover. On the 
29-30 August 1990 these must 
have been very bare indeed and 
where the 1977 Route climbed 
directly through the right side of 
the barrier, via neve and icy 
runnels, the Yugoslavs moved 
out left and climbed 6 pitches of 
rock, with difficulties up to VI+ 
and A1, before rejoining the 
previous route . Eighteen hours, 
in poor weather, were needed 
for this ascent (900m E.D.2) but 
when they reached the summit 
the storm broke with a fury and, 
unable to locate the descent 
route, the climbers were forced 
to rappel much of the North 
Face. At one point, some of 
their ice-climbing equipment 
was swept away by an 
avalanche and it was only after a 
further 18 hours that the glacier 
was finally reached! 

Sattelhorn 
Lying at the head of the 

Lofschental, the North West 
Face of this peak is a huge rocky 
buttress bounded on the right by 
the broad snow couloir leading 
to the Sattellucke. On the 7th 
July 1990 Tone and Simona 
Skarja climbed the Slovenian 
Coufoir (700m .T.D.-8 hours) 

which , starting slightly right of 
centre, takes a direct line up the 
front of the buttress . A little 
stonefall was encountered as 
were rock difficulties of Ill/IV and 
ice up to 80°. 

Eiger 
Sveticic's winter ascent of the 

Harlin Route came on his third 
attempt. Starting the face at 
midnight, he climbed 
continuously throughout the 
14th February, arriving on the 
summit at 2 a.m. the next 
morning. He free-climbed 
pitches of VI+, found several 
sections of A2 and climbed ice 
pitches up to 80°. He was, 
however, not alone on the face 
as another Yugoslavian team 
was engaged on the 1938 route 
at the same time. 
At the beginning of March 

1991 , Jeff Lowe pursued an 
extremely direct line between 
the Japanese and Harlin routes 
to create Metanoia. At the end 
of February he took two days to 
reach the ice-field just below the 
Hinterstoisser Traverse but was 
forced to descend after repeated 
problems with his ice gear. He 
was soon able to resume his 
attempt and, hauling a 30 kg+ 
sac, took seven days to reach 
the summit. On some days he 
could climb only a couple of 
pitches and one particular 30m 
died re, which he felt justified an 
A5 grading, took him 7 hours. 
On most bivouacs a hammock 
was necessary. Only 10% of the 
climb was aided and that on 
conventional equipment - a bolt 
kit was not carried. Of the rest, 
half was pure rock and half ice/ 
mixed with some especially 
demanding mixed ground in th e 
middle section of the route . A 
truly audacious ascent, 
comparable to some of the great 
exploits of Walter Bonatti and 
carried out in splendid style! 

Bregaglia 
Last summer there were some 

notable additions to the granite 
peaks on the Italian side of this 
range . Outside of the Mello 
valley (to which there is now a 
new selected guide: 100 best 
routes by Boscacci and Angelici) 
this area is largely unknown to 
British alpinists. The region 
suffered the loss of two of its 
most prominent enthusiasts; 
Paolo Crippa and Tarcisio 
Fazzini. Both were responsible 
for many first class modern 
routes such as Via Dixon (VIII -) 
on the North East Wall of the 
Pizzo Trubinasca (Crippa), plus 
Ringo Starr and The People 's 
Direct on the Badile (Fazzini) . 

Punta della Sfinge (The Sphinx) 
The superb North West Face, 

overlooking the Val Codera, is 
one of the most compact walls 
in the region . The 1976 Peder 
route on the left side of the face 
(400m T.D./T.D.+ VI and A2) is 



rapidly gaining the status of a 
modern classic. The climbing is 
steep and, often , progress is 
only made by utilising many of 
the thin and sometimes fragile 
flakes that give parts of this wall 
a 'scaly' appearance. Towards 
the right side, G. Calzada, R. and 
V. Libera and P. Nonini put up 
Leggende def Lis (500m: VIII and 
A2/3), a sustained effort that 
required two bivouacs. 

Punta Fiorelli 
Easily reached from the Omio 

hut or directly from Bagni del 
Masino, the impressive and 
compelling North West Wal/was 
first climbed by Bonatti in 1953. 
Due to the aspect and low 
altitude, much of this face holds 
a great deal of lichen or moss 
and the routes have failed to 
become popular. However, on 
the more exposed slabs 100m to 
the right of the Bonatti, R. Biffa, 
L. Cattaneo, D. Corbetta, D. 
Galbiati and 0. Pazzan put up 
Siddharta in July. The climbing 
was thought to be very good 
and continuously interesting 
(400m VII) . Each of the 12 
pitches was equipped with bolts 
and pegs. 

Cima Del Cavalcorte 
This popular summit rises 

dramatically above the Val di 
Bagni and is well known for its 
classic route on the East Pillar. 
The 400m South Face is 
approached from the remote 
pastures of the Ferro valley. It is 
very steep indeed and was first 
climbed by Nardella and party in 
1971 when much aid was used. 
To the left of this route, Panzeri 
and Milani have created the 

aptly named Me/Io 's Wilderness 
(VII+ with a little aid). 

Punta Bertone 
The triangular South East Face 

of this peak overlooks the wild 
Ferro valley. It is just part of the 
continuous wall of fabulous 
granite that runs from the 
Cavalcorte to the Camerozzo and 
has only recently come under 
close scrutiny. S. Brambati and 
P. Vitali have put up Asterix a 
300m, 7 pitch route with 
difficulties up to Vl+NII-. 

Cengalo 
Much scope still remains for 

new lines on the South West 
Face of the South summit. 
However, sections of steep 
compact granite are separated 
by large terrace systems and 
routes will always be 
discontinuous. R. Davo and G. 
Galli have climbed Lo Sgrunz 
which they equipped with many 
pegs and bolts. 5 pitches were 
rated VII. This face already has a 
complex rappel descent for 
parties completing the 
magnificent S. Ridge. 

Punta Allievi 
Two excellent new additions 

here. Filo Ligico climbs the 
beautiful red pillar alongside the 
Camosci route on the East Face. 
It takes the first two pitches of 
the Via de/ 25° before a further 
12 pitches of independent 
climbing lead to the summit 
ridge (Bambati and Vitali : 
500m:VII-). Decadente could 
provide a hard start to the 
classic Gervasutti Route. It takes 
a direct line just left of the crest 
on the first tower (Merrizi, Preti, 

Pasqualotto and Tessera : 
250m:VII -). The original route 
reaches the gap behind this 
tower by climbing slabs and 
died res on the right flank (V and 
V+) . 

Pizzo Torrone Occidentale 
Easily reached from the 

popular Allievi hut, a line of 
cracks on the West Face was 
climbed by G. Maspes and 0 . 
Melani in 5 hours, to give, wait 
for it, Melanimaspes Crack! This 
is 300m and mainly VN+ with a 
short section of VI and, 
according to these local 
activists, truly destined to 
become a classic. 

Dolomites 
Early in 1990 there were many 

first winter ascents of major 
routes e.g. O/impo (800m VII+) 
on the South Face of the 
Marmolada di Rocca, by F. 
Moreolo and H. Valmassoi . 
There were even second 
ascents, in winter, of routes such 
as 'Orso Grigio (700m: VII and 
A2) on the South West Wall of 
the Croz dell 'Altissimo, put up in 
the Autumn of 1989 and 
considered to be one of the 
most important new additions to 
the Brenta group. In the 
summer, M. dell Aquala, B. 
Mionildo and A. Prati climbed a 
new 500m line on the yellow 
wall between the Tissi and 
Redaelli routes on the Torre 
Venezia . This had some exciting 
moves of VII , on friable rock, in 
the upper section. In the same 
area, the first named climber 
soloed the classic Phillip-Flamm 
route on the Punta Tissi (950m 
VII) in 2 hours 40 minutes! On 

the Tofana di Roses Buon 
Compleanno Elizabetta is a 
demanding climb to the left of 
the Tissi route, finishing at the 
notch between the main summit 
and the Piccolo (900m VII+ and 
A3) . The Yugoslav Francek 
Knez, with various companions, 
climbed three new routes on the 
Tre Cima de Lavaredo. On the 
13th August he climbed the wall 
left of the Cassin Route on the 
South East Face of the Cima 
Piccolissima. Hard and poorly 
protected climbing on friable 
rock prompted the route name 
Killer (250m :VIII+) . On the 17th 
August he put up Golden Diedre 
on the Cima Piccola . This starts 
right of the Egger Route, crosses 
it at 1/3 height and then climbs 
up the edge of the face on very 
steep compact slabs (VII+). 
Finally, on the 20th, he attacked 
the vertical black rock 20-30m 
right of the line taken by the 
classic Comici Route on the 
Cima Grande. Strength of 
Knowledge (c.450m) follows the 
obvious crack system, sustained 
at VII and VIII but with a crux of 
IX- (French 7b+) 

Lindsay Griffin 

Stop Press: As we go to press, 
news comes in of the death of 
Giancarlo Grassi in the 
Dolomites at the beginning of 
April. A full report and obituary 
will appear in the next issue. 
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Above: The Authorfrightening himself on the first ascent of The Earthsea Trilogy (Part One) ( £6 
6a). Photo: Jenny Keith. 

CRY 

Nick White takes a close look at 
recent climbing in Devon ( and makes a 
meal of it). 
20 

Aperitif 
Devon is like Australia only smaller (and I'm 

sure Keith Floyd will back me up on this). For a 
kick-off the locals drink copious quantities of 
liquor; forget what time of year it is, let alone 
which day; swear blind that they 've seen six feet 
tall mice hopping across the moor, then touch you 
for the price of another bottle of Inch's "Grim 
Reaper" cider; a most intoxicating form of alcohol, 
second only in fact to Scruttocks Old Dirigible. 
The sandstone cliffs of the shire however are not 

a patch on their antipodean counterparts, unless 
you count the Twelve Apostles among the premiere 
crags of Australia which, being of a discerning 
nature, you wouldn't. Thus I shall draw a discreet 
veil across this lamentable shortcoming. However 
if you like rock with the texture of cottage cheese, 
the frictional qualities of creme caramel and holds 
with the life expectancy of a quark, then the South 
Devon sea stacks are for you. It also helps if you 
have a DNA fingerprintsimilarto Frank Ramsay 's, 
or enjoy the whiff of ozone and the mad rush of 
adrenalin like eight tons of cocaine hitting your 
brain. 

The most intoxicating feature of Devonian 
climbing is the subtle symbiosis of cafe and crag. 
Not only have the proprietors gone out of their 
way to be on hand when you top out from your 
latest vertiginous foray but they have concocted 
the most splendiferous array of low calorie meals. 
The waffle supreme is an eminent example. It is 
an understated panoply of gastronomic delight. 
Two lovingly griddled waffles are basted with an 
infusion of the finest maple syrup. Then two 
equally full bodied dollops of the choicest vanilla 
icecream are couched upon the waffles in such a 
way as to firmly nestle either side of a generous 
portion of clotted cream, and the whole is set off 
with a lollarossoof piped double cream around the 
"guilt"-edged dish . Follow this with a cream tea 
and the sugar hit has the megatonnageof America's 
first strike capability. 
The climbing is no less tasty, and indeed has all 

the qualities of a goum1et meal , to such an extent 
that gout is a common affliction among the local 
climbing clientele. For a kick-off many of the 
North Coast routes have the minimalist appeal of 
a carefully executed nouvelle cuisine palette. Pure 
lines are supplemented with a florid splash of 
colour from an irridescent patch of lichen or the 
pungent aroma of the ubiquitous lemon grass. Out 
in the Bristol channel Lundy has all the rich , dark 
secrecy of an exquisitely formed Boumeville 
sweetmeat. While Dartmoor has the more traditioal 
appeal of a Sunday roast; wide rolling vistas of 

I 
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Opposite Page: Dm,e Pegg stretching out 011 

La Creme (F7c) at Ansteys Cove. 
Photo: Nick White. 





Right: Noel Crane leading the immaculate Pacemaker (£5 6b) at Lower 
Sharpnose Point. Photo: Dave Kendall. 

Yorkshire pudding are topped with prehistoric looking mounds of roast beef, 
while vast sky-scapes ooze succulently across the whole, lending an overall 
soup~on of appeal. Torbay on the other hand offers the myriad possibilities 
presented by Pavlova; from the raspberry russets of the Babbacombe marbles, 
to the blueberry purples and indigos of the Berryhead limestones. 

Hors d'Oeuvres: The Diaries of a Waterlogged Second 
Each of us at primary school had a hero that we wanted to be like. Some wanted 

to be Tin Tin, others wanted to be Betty Boop, some even wanted to be Lassie. 
Well I wanted to be a sea cliff climber. (It was a cruel twist of fate which left 
me with an inability to float in water, or some would even say climb.) Well I 
used to spend hours in front of the mirror practising to be a climber. Didn 't you 
used to stand there in front of the mirror when you was a kid? You did, didn 't 
you. Yeah. You 'd stand there and adjust your junior Y-fronts wouldn ' t you, 
saying, "Oooh you a lot nicer.than them dirty girls!!!" Then you 'd get yurmum ' s 
lipstick and draw circles right around yur body and yur belly button and yur 
nipples, you're smiling- it's all coming back to you now. Then you'd pull yur 
Y-fronts up underneath yur armpits, get your Dad's climbing helmet from the 
wood shed and jam it on yur head really tight. Wonderful thing isn't it eh, 
childhood? Pity about the bloody headaches. Then you'd get your dad's 
industrial leather harness, pull it on reeeally tight, then you'd get a huge pair of 
climbing boots,jam 'em onto your feet, then you'd smearvegemite all over your 
body then smash you head against the wall shouting at yourself in NZ "Fush and 
ch ups, fush and chups," didn't you ... ? What d'you mean NO!!! Oh God, I feel 
so cheap. 
Chris Nicholson was the first climber to notice that novice spark of an errant 

addiction to sea spray. I was instantly harnessed to the blunt end of his climbing 
rope for possibly the most hectic sea cliff apprenticeship ever undertaken. From 
day one I was hauled up new routes, used as a dead weight for see-saw abseils 
and abused as a spotter of improbable but totally classic routes. Trouble was 
neither of us was capable of doing them! Break on Through (E4 6a) at Lower 
Sharpnose was a classic case in point. After passing all three of the above points 
diligently, I was then humbled into giving Chris the lead. The only test I ever 
failed was being able to tread water and belay at the same time, much to Chris's 
chagrin. It was left to Pat Littlejohn to tidy up the mess we left behind. 
Devon has a habit of turning out eccentric characters, Chris was an excellent 

example, as too were Pete Biven, Frank Cannings, Keith Darbyshire, Pat 
Littlejohn, Bruce Woodley, Dave Thomas, Frank Ramsay ... the list is seemingly 
endless. The quintessential characteristic of all the above was they were or are 
stark raving mad on rock. 

I can remember one particularly internecine episode with Pat. I had been 
eyeing up a dream line on the Sanctuary Wall, an open and extremely overhanging 
grooveline at its lefthand end. But I never had the balls to even ab it let alone 
climb it. Pat had other ideas!!! After a brief phone conversation early one fine 
spring dawning, the lamb was led to the slaughter. I was strapped to an 
indecently poor belay, to which I began adding lots of things like bashed in 
spatulas and the like, and as chance would have it I also discovered a minute 
thread through which I coaxed a bit of shoelace; more as a psychological sop 
to ease the gnawing fear, fuelled by the crashing waves forty feet below, than 
as a conventional anchor. 

Pat tentatively made some uninspired forays onto what looked like lethally 
exposed moves to gain a fixed wire at fifteen feet. Try as he rrtight he was 
unwilling to commit himself to the remainder of what seemed to be the ultimate 
in "splatter routes". (Dagger-like flakes were ubiquitous and in my heightened 
state off ear seemed to be glinting malevolently in the crisp morning light.) Pat 's 
furtive over-the-shoulder, or rather under-the-armpit glances became more 
frequent with the dawning realisation that he was nowhere near enough psyched 
for the job in hand. I began squirming in the belay slings. Knowing full well 
he was going to offer me a rather nastily barbed end of the rope, I employed my 
first line of defence, reverse psychology (after all it worked with Chris, why not 
Pat?) I began shouting insults at him like, "Come im you fat bastard, it's a bloody 
path," and started flapping the rope like I was really keen to give it a go. The 
rope flapping was just a bit too strong and Pat called my bluff; unfortunately I 
didn't possess a second line of defence. He lowered off with a great sigh of relief. 
Meanwhile my guts were in turmoil. If fear were measured by methane 
production, then I'd have been up there with Johnny Fartpants! ! ! ! 
After a few tortoise-like cranks on seemingly Russian Roulette-type holds, I 

discovered, to mine and Pat's utter amazement, that it was a path and 
nonchalantly began yarding up the creaking jugs past the wire. With a 
flambouyant flourish of slack I reached up to clip the beckoning peg, when I 
suddenly came over all queer-like. The world started undoing itself at the seams. 
Wobbly pegs and quick draws disappeared from my peripheral vision, and my 
soft focus, rose tinted, flapping arms were doing an excellent impression of a 
dead Greek youth wishing his waxed feathers had been coated in asbestos. 
"What the . . . ?" "Ping!" said the wire and gleefully joined in the mortal swan 
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dive. "Whoompf, crunch," wheezed my punctured 
chest twenty feet lower on the belay flakes. I 
fancied I even saw great gouts of slow motion, 
Peckinpah-esque blood spurting earthward as I 
tumbled headlong into the sea. Thoughts of 
drowning were instantly assuaged by the looming 
sight of boulders, big 'uns too. "Well, blow me, 
the title's gone out," would probably have been 
my last intelligible utterance had it not been for 
Pat's timely arresting of my expertly executed 
death plunge (commonly referred to in The Book 
of Stunts as "The Death Plunge"). After gracefully 
sweeping the zawn bed I came to a sharp halt, 
headfirst and in total , black silence ... 'TM 
BLIND ... AND DEAF!! " I squealed. 
Back at the devastated belay, Pat had the look of 

a man who had just witnessed a miracle. He'd 
watched all five anchors rip. The only thing that 
stopped him from following me was the pathetic 
little thread, and the pair of gloves I'd given him 
to keep his hands warm, ha!!! He was busily 
blowing out the flames (all the fingers had melted 
together) while I superglued my legs and arms 
back on. "Your lead, Pat. .. " 
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Entree 
Littered across Exmoor and its coastline are a 

veritable panoply of shit crags, which I shall gaily 
skip over. They were meant to be in Somerset but 
the bloke who drew the county boundaries didn ·1 
get the money together to have his brains removed 
and replaced by a clockwork mouse. so he never 
made it as a cartographer. However a mere spit 
from Frank Ramsay 's and Dave Thomas·s 
respective home towns of llfracombe and 
Barnstaple is Baggy Point. A short tootle up the 
A36 l leads one to Croyde. the sand. surf. sun and 
fun. An excellent campsi'te, with neatly coutured 
tent plots and plug in plastic flowers. is but a ten 
minute stroll from the ten minute stroll that leads 
to the crag. Recent developments have been a 
little stifled by the fact that everything has been 
done. Apart , that is. from the painfully obvious 
tottering roof right of the Promontary Slab. Tony 
Wilmot tried to aid it, and it's even repulsed Dave 
Thomas 's atten\pt to traverse it. However the 
established routes are bri II iant. The c lassies range 
from Scraffling Crack (YD) and Shangri-La ( HS). 
through to the beastly desperate testpieces of 

Left: Pete Bull forcefully repeating his own 
route Toltec Two-Step (£5+ 6c), Hound Tor. 
Photo: Nick White. 
Opposite Page: Steve Mayers on the second 
ascent of Supermousse (£6 6b) on the 
Sanctuary Wall. Photo: Glenn Robbins. 
[The monsterfall described in the text, took 
place to the left of this climb and with a similar 
sea running!] 

things like Pete Bull'slnfemo(E46b)andGhec-ko 
Blaster (E4Sc) to DaveThomas's Embers (E6 6b) 
and Chris Nicholson's Appliance of Science (ES 
6b) (or Slipstream II as the guide would have it). 

Blackchurch and Exmansworthy have inspired 
fear and loathing, in every sane mortal to have 
visited them, and rightly so. The gothic, nay 
funereal atmosphere endemic of both crags is a 
powerful disincentive to climb. Back this up with 
the appallingly loose rock and bingo, you've got 
classic Devonian adventure climbing. Yet dare I 
venture to say there are brilliant routes to be done? 
The established trade routes of Sacre Coeur (E2 
Sc), Archtempter (E3 Sb) and Godspell (ES 6b ), at 
Blackchurch, have recently been supplemented 
by Frank Ramsay 's fine lead of the awesome arete 
to the left of God spell at E6 6b and there 's still the 
wall to its right to be done!?! Meanwhile 
Exmansworthy's sirenesque routes still draw 
unwary humbly coasteers to fearful and 
tremulously pumped encounters. Culm Dancing 
(E4 Sc),Shadow Walker(E3 6a), Cat Burglar(E3 
Sc), The Outlaw (E4 6a) and Hand Joh (EI Sb), if 
a little eccentric and in dire need of regardening 
are eminently worthwhile. 
Hartland Point is an exceptional area. Land and 

sea come together in a ferocious tangle of folded 
bedding planes, tortuous zawns, ruptured synclines 
and imploded anticlines. At its best either in the 
teeth of a hurricane force storm lashing the 
coastline, when the utter tedium and pointlessness 
of being Canadian becomes acutely apparent, or 
during the hazy evenings after a hot summers day, 
the area takes on a magical quality all of it's own. 
The Cow and Calf has recently been given a 
thorough going over by Martin Corbett & Co. 
leaving lashings of classic E2 and E3 's, as well as 
an E6 to complement the existing attraction of 
Tsunami (E3 Sc). A tad further down the coast is 
Smoothlands, where Ken Palmer has recently 
established two of the best new routes in the area. 
Creeping Flesh (ES 6a) and Hellhound (E6 6b/c) 
are an indication of the fiendishly intense 
possibilities that remain untapped on thi s 
breathtaking wall. (It is a pity that the supposedly 
classic Worlds Weird Wall (E3 Sb), doesn ' t live 
up to its reputation.) Overthe hill is the exquisitely 
small Damehole Poinr and The Wine Dark Sea 
(EI Sb). This Tard is like route unfolds like a 
Norse saga and crams three hundred feet of superb 
traversing onto this tiny buttress. It's best done at 
high tide to fully appreciate the technical 
difficulties. Directly oposite lies the slumbering 
giant of Dyers Lookout. Johnny Dawes sussed 
out the huge central line of the wall, but hasn't 
been back. mumbling something about'"soft rock" 
and ··no gear'"!!! The huge arete which Earrh Rim 
Roamer (E4 6b). neatly sidesteps has been done, 
giving superb if slightly bold climbing. The Earrh 
Sea Trilogr began with this route. which is part 
one E6 6a. and began a questto find two othernew 
routes with which to complement such a dramatic 
meeting of coastline with ocean. 
Passing Sereda Point with its excellent clutch of 

middle grade extremes such as Ha(f Life (E2 Sc) 
and Tourisr Trap (EI Sb) brings one to the 
spectacular sight ofSpekes Mill Mouth. Pressure 
Drop (E3 5c) is the established business route 
here. which snakes up the soaring crackline just 
right of a Tolkienesque waterfall. Dave Thomas 
and Damian Carrol also added their bits to produce 





Above:Sanctua,y Wall (Photomontage).1 Madness (E5 6a,6a,6a). 2 Call of the Wild (E6 6b,5c), 
3 Supermousse (E6 6b), 4 Wildebeest (E6 6b), 5 Sacrosanct (HVS 5a,4c,4c), 6 Flaming Drambuie (E5 6b) , 
7 Un-named (E6 6b), 8 Free The Spirit (E6 6a), 9 Call to Arms (E4 5c). 

·--■-..-•---

Above: Cider Soak Wall. JO The Mitre (£3 6b), l l How the Mighty Fall (E5 6a), 12 The Mightier (E6 6c). 
13 Del'Onshire Cream (E5 6a).14 Sole Fusion (E5 6a).15 Cream Topping (E6 6a).16 La Creme (E6 6c). 
17 Project (F8b). 18 Tuppence (F8a+J. 19 Project (F8b+). 20 Cider Soak (F8a). 21 The Lvnch (F7b+J. 
22 Rawhide (F7a). 23 Creaming Dream (F7a+ ). 24 Peak 8h (F7h). '25 Cry Creamdom 1 (F6c). 26 Tast_1· 
Snappers ( E2 5c). 
Below: Empire Wall. 27 Big Jim (£2 5c). 28 Tiny Tim (\IS 4c). 29 Timeless Skies (£2 5c). 30 White Winds (E4 
6h), 31 Sirens of Titan (EJ 5h). 32 Crook Brnce (E4 5c). 33 Heathen Man (E5 6h). 34 Sun of Righteousne.ss 
(E6 6b), 35 Rise' 11 Shine (E6 6h). 36 Empire of The Sun (E6 6a/b). 37 Just Rel'enge (E7 6h). 38 Might and 
Main (E5 6a). Photos: Nick White. 
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two excellent wall routes ES 6b, and E4/S 6a 
respectively, to the right of Pressure Drop. 
Henna Cliff has to be the most powerful natural 

laxative known to humankind. And people travel 
from Guildford to climh it!'! Without wishing to 
sound too complacent, Breakaway (HXS), Mick 
Fowler's tour de shale, is almost gaining classic 
status, with over a handful of ascents and no 
deaths. (Might almost be worth dropping the 
HXS and giving it an E-grade Mick, say E6 Sb/ 
cl?!) 

And so to the crag of the coastline, Lower 
Sharpnose. Although not as prolific here as they 
have been, the new routes are still rolling in. 
Crispin Waddy has had a field day on the Middle 
Fin. Finesse (ES 6b), is an excellent example. It 
climbs the right arete of Alpyne Groin in fabulous 
thigh hugging positions. He' s also liberally 
sprinked E4's and ES's all over the other fins . 
Then there are big pitches like Cu/m to Mother 
(ES 6b) to the right of C/awtrack (HYS 4c). Like 
its namesake, it has a certain piquant flavour of 
adventure; or Azrae/ (E4 Sc) which climbs the huge 
wall to the right of Coronary Country (E7 6b). 
Frank Ramsay joined in the fun and games with 
Hearts and Minds (E6 6a), an extraordinary pitch 
right again of A::rae/. (Remember to take lots of 
big slings and a bottle of valium.) 

Lundy always provides a feast of new routes 
each autumn, from such diverse protagonists as 
"The Boys from the Blackcountry", Gary Gibson 
and The Bristol Mob, as well as from the 
homegrown Devonians. I'll only touch briefly on 
the state of play here as the amount of new 
material deserves an article in its own right. Two 
Legged Buttress has become a second home for 
Dave Thomas. If he ' s not putting up such future 
classics as Arc of the Covenant (E6 6b), and 
Voyage of the Acolyte (E6 6b), then he's fast 
asleep in the huge nest belay at the top of the crag. 
(The last known nesting site of the mythical Roe). 
Flying Buttress has also seen some attention 
recently with Pat dispensing with the Cullinan' s 
bolt to give Flying the Colours (E6 6b). Around 
the comer lies the spellbinding line of The Flying 
Dutchman (E7 6c), which takes the overhanging 
crack and blank crux headwall above the archway. 
The Parthenos has also been another hive of 
activity, and is also the site of the second part of 
the Earthsea Trilogy. The Groo,•e (E6 6b) takes 
the spectacular rising grooveline that bounds the 
left side of the crag. 
Thanks to the likes of Ken Palmer, Dave Thomas 

and Pete Bull, the state of play in South Devon has 
metamorphosed from a languishing dreamy 
backwater, to a veritable powder keg of energy. 
Pete's Dartmoor exploits number such technical 
delicacies as Rough Justice (ES 6b) on Haytor to 
To/tee Twostep (ES/6 6c) at Houndtor. (Only 
Ken's Angel of Mercy (E6 6b) at Vixen Tor can 
compare). But it is the limestone that has borne 
the brunt of the development. Chudleigh now 
boasts some desperate little problems such as 
Dave Cope's Into the Gmm·e (ES 6c). Then there 
are things like Big Bird (ES 6b) above Pixies Hole 
or the outrageous gem of The Mane Man (E4 6c) 
which free climbs the aided roof section of Leo 
(A2), above Cow Cave. The disused Quarries of 
the area have yielded a myriad number of major 
and minor classics. Andy Turner's Mayday (E3 
Sc) at Torbryan ranks as one of the best new routes 
to be established, as too with Thread Flimstone 
(ES 6b), Ken Palmer's piece de resistanc:e. 
(Incidentally the Danish bakery back in Ipplepen 
do the most wicked cinnamon stick and shredded 
wheat -stickies in the world.) Then there's Andy 
Grieve's awesome Garth (ES 6a) at Hazard 
Quarry. Even if you ' re a fat blobby bugger like 
me you still come down off this route looking like 
you've had a vein transplant from Arnold 
Schwarzenegger!!! 



Maitres de Chef Top Row: Pat Littlejohn, 
Bruce Woodley, Pete Bull, Dave Thomas. 
Left:Frank Ramsay, Ken Palmer. 
Photos: Nick White. 

Above: Standard descent route from Bantham 
Hand (VS) Bighury Bay. Photo: Nick Hancock. 
Left: Steve Mayers on the first ascent of 
Cocoon (£8 6c), Old Redoubt, Berry Head. 
Photo: Nick White. 
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Ansley 's Cove is now littered with high quality 
sports routes, and none more so than Ken Palmer's 
Tuppence (E7 6c) (or F8a+ depending on your 
leanings). However by stark contrast the Sanctuary 
Wall has been preserved as an asylum for the loose 
rock athlete, blending as it does both technically 
demanding climbing with a subtle blend of 
suspiciously large creaky flakes and gear with self 
destructive tendencies!!! Pat Little john's Call of 
the Wild (E6 6b), (now totally regardened, re
equipped, and still as worrying), is a splendid 
example. As too are Dave Thomas ' Supermousse 
(E6 6b) and Martin Crocker' s Free the Spirit (E6 
6a). However the most spectacular fun is to be had 
at Berry Head. The slumbering leviathan of the 
Old Redoubt has been well and truly poked in the 
eye with Steve Mayer's magnificent Cocoon (ES 
6c), which free climbs the outrageous roof and 
headwall of The Iron Butterfly. On a more 
morlerate note, Man O'War (E6 6b), which starts 
up The Iron Butte1fly but breaks out right to the 
arete of Yardarm (E3 5b) provides a more 

· attainable alternative to the above. Mick Fowler's 
ground breaking explorations of the early eighties, 
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Left: The Author on his own creation, Cider 
Soak (F8a), Ansteys Cove. Photo: Pete Bull. 
Lower Left: Jerry Peel on Empire of The Sun 
(£6 6h) and Below: Ken Palmer attempting the 
first redpoint of Tuppence ( F8a+) at Ansteys. 
Opposite Page: Crispin Waddy following Dave 
Thomas on the first ascent of The New Stone 
Age, (£6 6h,6h,6a) at the Old Redouht, Berry 
Head. Photos: Nick White. 

resulted in the magnificent and until recently 
unrepeated Lip Trip (ES 6a) and Cm•eman (E6 
6b,6a,6a). Dave Thomas ' sand my epic repeat left 
an indelible impression, with the result that Dave 
returned and not only soloed Caveman but also 
established a new pitch, Terra Cotta (6b), in the 
process, mad bastard. Meanwhile I'd spotted my 
third and concluding episode to The Earthsea 
Trilogy (E6 6a/b,6b,6a) which takes the multiple 
stack of overhangs to the left of Caveman and 
finishes up the final pitch of the Quaker. Not to be 
outdone both F'F'Frank Ramsays (fresh from 
their twin attempts on the double summits of 
Kilimanjaro) , Ken Palmer and Crispin Waddy 
added a myriad variety of soloed, freed aid pitches, 
or all new routes to the area, Monster Munch (ES 
6b), Graf Spee (E4 6a), Rainhow Bridge (ES 6b) 
etc.etc, (ad 11a11se11m even!!!) 

Dessert 
Without wishing to labour the point, you don 't 

come to Devon to climb, but to eat. So without 
further ado I shall ensure your lusts are catered for. 
Here area listofsomeofthemore refined tearooms 
in Devon: The Shari1rock Cafe - Hartland; 
splendid grub!!! They virtually pay you to eat it as 
well. The Malt Paddle - Lapford; Scruttocks Old 
Dirigible served in tea pots, (a left over from the 
prohibition years) and excellent poppadoms! ! ! 
Widecombe - Dartmoor: one huge great 
conurbation of cream teaness. The Do11hle Locks 
- Exeter: quality atmosphere, with superb fodder 
and a nosegay of perfumed alcoholic infusion~. 
Royal Bengal - Exeter; second only to Adils in 
Binningham. Splendid cream teas with exotic 
spicy clotted cream! 1 ! The Plains Cafe - Totnes: 
hippy atmosphere with that lost generation feel to 
it, you can't lose. The Cof!ee Bea11/Ker111its -
Babbacombe: rival tea parlours with a lot to 
recommend them , i.e. they serve cream teas. 8011 
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by Dave Sharman 

The omens were not good. The trip had begun with 
failure on a simple Yosemite route, continued with 
descent from an easy route on Mount Hunter, and then 
ignominious retreat from the Infinite Spur on Mount 
Foraker: avalanched whilstglissadingdown an approach 
gully. 

The snow was still falling as I brewed up. Fmstration 
was building. Rather than winding the spring of desire it 
corroded my will to climb. I became fed up and worried; 
had I travelled all this way to Alaska to refuse the possible 
routes because avalanches barred the interesting lines? 
Was I really about to sulk like a spoilt child? Feigning 
placid resignation and patience I lapsed into melancholy 
discussions with John as thunderous roars echoed 
continually about the valley, like surf on a beach. 

The warm weather, frequent snowfall and low cloud 
made everything we thought of climbing appear suicidal. 
We needed a route that would clear fast: something steep 
and sunny - and which could be completed quickly 
before the arrival of John's girlfriend put an end to our 
unchecked freedom. Of course such a route existed only 
in my imagination. Unfortunately alcohol and convivial 
company forced me to share the dream. 

Which was why I was skiing cautiously towards the 
massive South East Face of Foraker. Curving slowly in 
the miles between the French and South East Ridges it 
had dominated our base camp. Huge gashes·- too large 
to be called couloirs - channelled similarly proportioned 
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avalanches downwards. My nightmare vision was of a 
devious line weaving slyly through this lot to emerge 
triumphant on the summit plateau. Curiously my 
frustration was rapidly being replaced by anxiety, if not 
panic. A veil of spindrift swept over our initial objective 
and we swiftly camped to give the mountain another day 
to settle. John was withdrawn and silent, hysteria built 
slowly. 

Too close the crack of a serac splits the cold night. I 
frantically unzip the hoary door to watch it in slow 
motion, guillotining at me. Should I run ... how far would 
I get. .. is it slowing at the bottom ... will it stop in time 
- shit - the blast, close the door. 

" It's alright John, it's stopping." 
Chunks begin hailing the tent. We stare at each other for 

a long time before the thrashing ceases. Gentle spindrift 
settles on my drum-taut nerves like thunder. The tongue 
of debris has split to run either side of the hillock we are 
camped on (against this eventuality). Still we are lucky, 
perhaps it is a warning, a sighting-shot. 
We began the next night. The air was clear and crisp as 

I took the lead to move rapidly up and across wwards 
gullies and powder-glazed rock. It was my turn to be 
strong, John seemed tired and weak but still made short 
work of exiting the main spindrift chute past icy bulges. 
Dawn warmed us as clouds jostled below, patiently 
nipping at our heels in a hungry beauty. We camped on 
a snow bridge in the bergschrund of the hanging glacier. 

Left: Dave Sharman and John 
Phelan are deposited at the 
South West Fork of the 
Kahiltna glacier. 
Photo: Sharman Collection. 

Opposite Page Right: The 
vast Southern aspect of Mount 
Foraker. Upper Photo: This 
shows the French Ridge on the 
left skyline. False Dawn takes 
the huge face to the left of the 
South East Ridge which 
descends directly towards the 
camera. Lower Photo: The 
French Ridge is seen full on 
with the South East Ridge on 
the righthand skyline. 
Photos: Bradford Washburn. 
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Above: Descending the easy section of SE Ridge after summitting. Photo: Dave Sharman. Below: Sharman on easy ground at the end of the first 
night. Photo: John Phelan. 
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"Two pitches later the dawn line painted the spindrift gold around John 
as he pieced crazy moves together . .. " 

Debris melted off the Diamond Buttress above, 
zooming past in contrast to slow snowfall. 

Another night and it was John's turn to be 
strong as he laboriously trenched across the 
hanging glacier. As the bergschrund angled up so 
did we, crossing it to skirt the right flank of the 
buttress on glorious neve. Front-pointing up this 
was wonderful after trench digging but I found it 
difficult to keep up as we raced for the Funnel: a 
channel for the excesses of the upper face. After 
dawn snow slipped through this in rhythmic 
rushes. We needed to cross it to reach a safe 
campsite, a haven for the day. I belayed as well 
as the compact granite allowed and John went 
first. Another rush slithered down and then my 
tum as spindrift whispered mockingly across the 
wide expanses of the face. Once over we camped 
below an eyebrow-shaped serac whilst muggy 
heat released avalanches to pour by either side. 
On this face I came to recognise two classes of 

seracs: the friendly stable types under which one 
may safely nestle, and another evil , dripping 
variety of malevolent impermanence. On our 
third night we met with evil. On rapidly exiting 
the Funnel in a surge of adrenalin and alert ears 
we discovered the possibility of making a route 
finding error on a new route. Our line was to have 
broken through rocky ice cliffs on a tongue of 
white snow. Although this had been obvious 
from base camp, now we could see only black 
slabs glinting with the dark of verglas, running 
with cruelly hissing powder. Features which had 
encouraged us from below had vanished, whilst 
disquieting new ones emerged, distinct in the 
vastness. 

In this alien landscape a buttress looked 
climbable but our meagre rock rack prompted 
closer consideration of a deep gully. I set off with 
cold feet and foreboding. The gaping mouth 
revealed tributaries fanning out left of the serac
scoured trap of the main channel. Escaping up 
the second one John encountered seriously 
difficult mixed climbing - all delicacy and faith 
in fragility. Without a belay I stood feeling 
foolish as he probed walls seamed with ice 
dribbles amongst flakes and powder. John's 
technique was simple; he flailed wildly until 
everything loose was knocked off, and then 
smashed the remains until his picks went in. I 
followed and teetered to remove a wire with 
numb hands and feet. The sky fell in and ice 
smashed down around me, snow building a cone 
on my shoulders to deflect falling debris. 
Intensely aware of the exposure my nerves began 
to go. The assault stopped without warning and 
I climbed with frantic haste to discover that John 
had escaped with a bruised shoulder. Once again 
we had been lucky. 

Two pitches later the dawn line painted the 
spindrift gold around John as he pieced crazy 
moves together. Relief filled his voice on reaching 
easier ground and a proper belay. Respectfully I 
followed to gain the wannth, and gentler mixed 
slopes of textured pink granite, which would 
have been pleasant without the ricocheting rocks 
humming by. Eventually we were forced to stop 
and camp on the polished glacis under the seracs. 
Tied in our harnesses we slept fitfully as a wind 
rose to smash huge icicles down around us, 

Above: There's nothing like a well organised Base Camp . .. Sharman shaving. Photo: John 
Phelan. Below: The line of False Dawn. Topo by Roger Durban. 

33 



34 

Above Left: Phelan on the descent. 
Left: Sunset on Mount Hunterji·om the second 
camp. Photo: Sharman. 

hungry moans from the ice spurred us both to 
leave hurriedly in the evening. Snow sloughs 
rolled off the cliffs removing more swathes of 
icicles, the wind sought chinks in our Gore-lex 
and clouds swirled around us. Thigh-deep in 
steepening soft slab the avalanche runnel was 
full, everything seemed ready to break loose. 

Breaking out to a spur brought elation: we had 
cracked it. Panting heavily we marvelled at the 
pure blue dawn sky, seracs flushed pink in a 
sexually delicate contrast. A crimson blaze of 
clouds flared wildly off the ridge matched by 
menacing purple storm monsters over dark lands 
in the West. Clouds left us lost and post-holing 
in a maze of seracs and crevasses. Dispiritedly 
we camped: it wasn't over yet. 
A night later the summit had come and gone in 

the fleeting twilight of the northern Summer, 
complete with intense cold and wind to snap the 



Above: Foraker from the West Ridge of Mount 
Hunter. 
Right: Sharman finds a crevasse on the 
descent. Photos: Phelan. 

precious celluloid film. As we perched high on 
t'he South East Ridge clouds boiled around us but 
the radio said to go on, worse was coming. 
Stumbling along blindly in driving snow I felt 
crevasses and cornices tremble under my feet 
and echo in my mind. Occasionally I could see 
the junction of sky and snow, behind me John 
was a semi-sensed trusting presence at the other 
end of the rope. Ahead clouds fleetingly showed 
cornices hanging the wrong way and I freaked 
out. John gently led me past and we alternated 
over exotic flutings and honeycombs. Suddenly 
the ridge steepened into a void and this time we 
both stopped to brew up. The clouds drew back 
and blue skies gave us slopes of green ice against 
white streamers. On we went sharing fears until 
eleven extravagant abseils beneath strangely 
stagnant, and eerily dripping seracs, let us down. 
It was hard to understand that it was over. 
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Right: Star of the show Paul Piana thrilled the audience with his epic 
tale of the fi rst free ascent of the Sa/athe Wall. Photo: Dave Willis. 

The years spin by ... yet despite a 

year's delay the great gathering of 

British Climbers was upon us again 

in its new guise as the British 

Mountaineering Festival. Would the 

new regime at the B.M.C. get it 

right? Mountain recruited 

Ed Douglas, bon viveur and 

freelance journalist to find out. 

He went to -
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Above: "Mountain" men Paul Piana , Ed Webster and Steve Venables at Millstone prior to the conference. Photo: Bernard Newman. 
Above Right: Torno Cesen. Photo: Dave Willis. 

Huzzah for Buxton! The BMC' s bi-annual 
mountain fest, with more rock-stars than 
Woodstock, returned in March having skipped a 
year in I 990 because ' the management ' were 
still feeling their way and it was felt that to 
organise a successful shindig might stretch 
resources a little. 
And the wait was worth it. Despite a projection 

system that would have made Job lose his rag, the 
day was filled with such a diversity and quality 
that there were many whispers in the cafeterias 
and bars that two days should be the minimum 
for such intense second-hand adventuring. 
Undoubted star of the show was American Paul 

Piana who freed the Salathe Wall with Todd 
Skinner in 1988. His account of their near-demise 
after topping-out provided me with the only 
instance I have known of reaching the pant
wetting stage for two contrasting reasons . Laugh? 
I nearly died. All this despite the handicap of 
losing the audio bit on his audio-visual. 
Headlining the gig was Yugoslav Torno Cesen 

who is , I am told, a mountaineer of some repute. 
Many found his AV a little disappointing and the 
absence of photographs from his his ascent of 
Lhotse's South Face somewhat frustrating. 
There 's an opening here for a budding lensman 
to go back for the pies! Personally, I thought he 
was fascinating. Such dedication . I bet he had a 
Rubik's Cube when he was a kid. 

Ed Webster came close to giving the World 's 
first perfectly minimalist slide show as the 
projection equipment threatened an all-out 
stoppage. Since the Great Man also had what 
sounded like laryngitis, his presentation was 
considerably handicapped, which is unfortunate 
because I for one was looking forward to his 
show in particular. Jim Curran, who is also a 
Great Man (geddit?), helped considerably at 
moments like these in his role as chairman. 
Providing the link between cock-ups can't be 
easy. 

Other highlights included a film made for 
American television of Jeff Lowe and Catherine 
Destivelle on the Nameless Tower in the 
Karakoram. This must be the worst climbing 
film ever made, although what can you expect 
from the people who gave us Murder She Wrote? 
It had more double entendres than 'A lla 'A lla and 
the sort of commentary that makes you reach for 
the sick-bag. Banality perfected. It speaks 
volumes for the protagonists that they laughed as 

Above: Mountain men John Hunt and Royal 
Robbins. Photo: Ed Douglas. 

Right: " You guys seen the projectionist ?" Ed 
Webster survives another B.M.C. technical 
cock-up. Photo: Dave Willis. 
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Right: Catherine Destii•el/e and climhing film 
partner Jeff Lowe took audience jihing with 
good grace. Photo: Ed Douglas. 

Having heard the audience in fits of laughter at 
something she was, albeit unwillingly, involved 
with, Catherine then hopped onto the stage to 
introduce the next film with humour intact. This 
effort featured the Girl Wonder soloing the Bonatti 
Pillar on the Dru. This quickly restored sobriety 
and soon the concentrated sound of the audience 
drying their palms on their trousers returned. 
The big disappointment , and this is the view of 

everyone I have spoken to, was the much-hailed 
debate on bolting. In the trad corner those ageing 
hep-cats Ken Wilson and Royal Robbins waxing 
meditative on the future oft he universe and in the 
brash corner, Je rry Moffatt suddenly realising he 
should have prepared a speech. With the Opera 
House in danger of disappearing up its own 
metaphorical backside, I, and many others, headed 
for the bar. Which is a pity, for Royal' s nuggets 
of wisdom, and many of Ken 's, were worth 
listening to. The BMC in staging the event failed 
to recognise two considerable drawbacks. Firstly, 
that bolting to those who are active at the top end 
of the sport is as obvious as breathing, and 
secondly, that this ' debate' is not easily transposed 
from the pub where it is normally conducted. 
Which explains why some of us returned there 

mid-flow. After all Buxton is about greeting old 
chums, getting drunk with them and then 
embarrassing each other with outrageous 
behaviour. Al Baker's sinuous gyrations during 
Buxton's hardy perennial, The Cabaret,certainly 
defied the imagination insofar as I can't imagine 
anyone smoking that much and being an 
accountant. Conceptually exciting, I think you'll 
agree. And his voice? Like Drury without the 
Listerine. Rave on. 

But Buxton '91 was more than just the village 
looking round at itself in drunken approval. The 
first two events of the day illustrated a broadening 
of perspective that is forcing mountaineering to 
finally wake up to its responsibilities. Dave 
Cook's internationalist vision was my personal 
favourite as he wheeled and climbed his way to 
Australia and John Hunt 's detailed references to 
the environmental concerns affecting the 
mountains were also timely. When you hear of 
I 0km of abandoned rope being recovered from
K2 you cannot help but wonder where our holier
than-thou attitude comes from. He also re
affirmed the mountaineer 's basic right to roam, 
something the Countryside Commission's review 
panel had denied earlier that week in their report 
on the state of Britain 's National Parks. His 
comments on expeditions being required to 
undertake some environmental element as a 
condition for grant aid were also well-judged. 

But the final word must go to Paul Piana, who 
came closer than most to pinning down where 
it's at. "I know what it 's like in this country," he 
said. "Quit your job, somebody else will be glad 
of it. Divorce your wife. Divorce your husband . 
Sell your kids. Go chase your dreams." 
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Above: Jerry Moffat/ - his case for ho/ting 
lacked preparation. Phoro: Dm·e Willis. 
Right: Paul Nunn. Photo: Ed Douglas. 



PEOPLE Footloose Contessa 
Alpine Club Moves 

Edited by Audrey Salkeld 

In Celebration: Countess Dorothea Gravina 

I first met Dorothea Gravina in the mid
sixties when I worked in the Austrian 
Alpenverein's London Office - at that time a 
small basement cubicle near Piccadilly 
Circus. All day interesting people dropped 
by to sort out membership or travel 
arrangements, or just to take the weight off 
their feet after a heavy day's shopping . I 
kept the kettle on the boil. Fostering a club 
atmosphere was after all part of the job and 
boring old paperwork could always wait 
until after the office had closed . The 
Countess, then in her late fifties, was a 
regular and welcome visitor, full of stories, 
for this was her Himalayan heyday. 

After that, fifteen or more years were to 
pass before I saw her again - years which 
left their mark on me, but etched no more 
than a couple more laughter lines on her. I 
was paying my first visit to the Trento Film 
Festival, and reeling after one of those long, 
formal receptions at which every city 
dignitary has his say, when amid the 
mingling crowd I spotted a familiar bronzed 
figure. Erect, white haired, crisp in 
cornflower-blue, she was having her hand 
kissed by an elderly Latin gallant. Smiling 
broadly, she chattered delightedly in Italian . 
The Contessa, as I was afterwards to learn, 
had come home - if only for a brief stay. 

"I've got diggings at the Roma,' she told 
me. "Come back and we'll make tea in my 
room." 
We slunk there like conspirators many 

times that week, for as the only English
speaking representatives at the festival we 
stuck closely together, sitting through film 
sessions until our eyes were on stalks. Only 
once did we leave the cinema early. They 
were showing a picture about a Soviet 
expedition's preparations for Everest. There 
was a lot of saluting, massed parading and 
wiring up of mountaineers to space-age 
electronics. 

"This is disgusting!" Dorothea snorted . 
"Nothing whatever to do with 
mountaineering. Come on, we've got to 
make a stand!" And I followed the indignant 
tap of her stick down the dark stairs and out 
into the blinking-bright sunshine. 

Dorothea Briggs was born and brought up 
in Bradford. Two of her brothers fought at 
the Front in the Great War. At school she 
lost her heart to George Mallory when he 
came to lecture on his Everest exploits . She 
still remembered how he strode down the 
hall between ranks of wide-eyed girls and, 
dispensing with the stairs, in one light 
bound sprang onto the stage. 

Her own adventurous spirit found outlet in 
the Girl Guides, and when the Guide 
Movement's International Chalet was built in 
Adelboden in 1932, she worked there for two 
years, leading hiking parties in the 
surrounding mountains. In 1934 she 
married Count Gravina, who was a great
grandson of Liszt and himself a famous 
conductor. They built a house in Mera no in 
the South Tirol - not far from Trento - where 
life was a happy composition of friends and 
music, with climbing and walking in the 
surrounding Dolomites, and skiing in winter. 
It was an idyll sadly to crumble with the 
outbreak of war. 

Nobody doubted that before long Hitler's 
forces would come swarming over the 
Brenner to re-occupy Trentino, lost to the 
Italians during the First War. By this time 
the Gravinas had two small sons and 
Dorothea's Count insisted she take them out 

of harm's way, back to Adelboden where her 
mother still lived. He meanwhile joined the 
Italian army. At first, she would slip back 
across the border whenever he had leave to 
steal a few days together in Venice. Later, 
with a third baby on the way, it was decided 
that she and the children should make their 
way to America while this was still possible. 

Dorothea always maintained her husband's 
decision to send them away was a wise one. 
She had a known tendency for 
forthrightness and would never have been 
able to hold her tongue once the Germans 
arrived. "I'd have been shot in no time at 
all," she said . However, the move changed 
her life irrevocably, for when war ended her 
husband was working in Germany, and she 
could not face pitching three young 'English' 
boys into so alien an environment. Instead 
she returned to Britain. 

"I'd always liked the idea of Kent," she 
said . "Garden of England. We went there." 
For years home was a gipsy caravan near 
Maidstone. 
Once the boys were safely at school and 

university, Dorothea felt free to resume her 
own adventures. She brushed up her 
climbing by attending an MA beginners' 
course in Skye, where her tutor was Gwen 
Moffat. Gwen was impressed. At 53, 
Dorothea had. more energy and enthusiasm 
than anyone, as well as the presence of 
mind to save a clumsy fellow-student from 
falling off a ridge. She was promptly put up 
for membership of the Pinnacle Club. 
Within a few years Dorothea joined 
Margaret Darvall and Eileen Healey as the 
British element in an all-women's 
international expedition to Cho Oyu. When 
Claude Kogan, the French leader, and the 
youngest member of the party, Claudine Van 
der Stratten, were wiped out by avalanche at 
Camp 4, and a Sherpa had been lost 
descending from there, Dorothea climbed 
first with Jeanne Franco up to the ravaged 
site of the high camp (24,000 ft), and then 
led the whole expedition safely off the 
mountain . 
That was 1959. Shocked and grief-stricken, 

she was determined there should be 
another, and happier, women's expedition at 
the earliest opportunity and put together the 
'Jagdula Expedition' . This would visit the 
little-known Kanjiroba mountains in Nepal , 
and Dorothea made the overland journey 
there in her Hillman Husky. This time, 1962, 
their chosen peak (Lha Shamma, 21,040 ft) 
was climbed - twice - and Dorothea took part 
in first ascents of Kagmara I and II (19,710 
and 18,920 ft respectively, and translating as 
'mountains where even crows die') . 
After that, it was a round of globe-trotting 

for many years, always on a shoe string to 
make the adventure go further. Dorothea 
hitched from Cairo to the Cape, crossed the 
Sahara. In 1971 she travelled by bus to 
India, walked to Everest base camp, then 
from Pokhara to climb Dambush Peak. From 
South India she made her way home round 
the world by bus and cargo boat. She rarely 
missed a meet of the Pinnacle Club, serving 
her time cheerfully and indefatigably as its 
President. For her it was a point of honour 
that you slept in a tent and not a hut, that 
you never used a chairlift or cable car, but 
walked up all mountains under your own 
steam. She would make incredible cross
country journeys in her rattly old banger. 
Dorothea's unabated vigour is what 
everyone remembers best. Shirley Angell 
recalls a 1967 climb of Pinnacle Rib on 
Tryfan. 'She was swanking about being an 

Dorothea Gravina with Eric Shipton. 
Photo: Nick Shipton. 

old age pensioner and I was so pregnant (a 
useful excuse) that I couldn't keep up with 
her to the foot of the climb - so I let her carry 
the rope.' 

Four years later, she and fellow 
grandmother, Nea Morin, took part in a 
traverse of the Funfingerspitze. Shirley 
Angell, again : 'When they reached the end, 
Dorothea handed Nea her stick, which she 
had been carrying in her rucksack, and all 
the tourists who had been watching from 
the hut gave them a tremendous welcome.' 

The trip to Tibet she had been planning to 
celebrate her eightieth birthday was not to 
take place. 'Maybe just as well,' she 
consoled herself. 'It doesn't sound a very 
healthy spot at the moment.' Now, 
unbelievably, she is gone. But the 
inspiration remains. There is life after fifty, 
we can all take heart from that, a high old 
life ... And after sixty ... And after seventy .. . 

Alpine Club - Back on the Map 
After years of uncertainty, contracts have 

been exchanged for the freehold purchase of 
new premises for the world's oldest Alpine 
Club. The 'modestly converted and recently 
refurbished Victorian warehouse', at 55 
Charlotte Road on the northern fringe of the 
City of London (near Old Street and 
Liverpool Street stations) will provide 
accommodation for office, committee room, 
library and lecture room, as well possibly as 
a bunkhouse, depending on ultimate 
organisation of space. The area is 
described as 'safe' in the evenings, with 
adequate on-street parking facilities. 

However, with an expected moving date of 
July/August, members and prospective 
researcher's should note that the Club's 
Library will be out of action for at least three 
months from June - and this includes the 
Picture Library as well as the skeleton library 
of popular books and journals that have 

. accompanied the Club to its current 
temporary premises with the Ski Club of 
Great Britain . 
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Above: Lynn Hill in acrion ar Cimai" during her ascenr of Masse Critique (8h+ ). 
All Phoros: Fragnol!Agence Freesry/e. 
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Lynn Hill is one of the 
world's great rock climbers, 
excelling in all aspects of the 
sport from crag climbing to 
competitions. Last summer, 
Jurgen Helweg caught up 
with Lynn in the States and 
sounded her out on some 
important aspects of modern 
climbing ... 

Ji.irgen: Lynn, how did you come into 
climbing? 

Lynn: The first time I climbed was with 
my older brother and sister. My sister's 
boyfriend took a lesson from someone; 
bought some equipment, read some 
instructional books and continued to 
learn on his own. He taught my sister 
and my brother the basics. Then I joined 
them about a year later. 

What did you do prior to becoming a 
professional climber? 

I taught gymnastics, went to college and 
worked in a climbing shop. I actually 
didn't climb much for a couple of years 
when I was at school, I climbed mainly 
on weekends and during the summer 
holidays. When I moved to New York, I 
also started a guide service. 

What do you think is the reason for your 
dominating success in climbing today? 

Well, for one thing I have been climbing 
for 15 years, more than half of my life 
now. I have always loved to climb and I 
think that I have a natural tendency 
towards it, which helps. Climbing is a 
young sport and it's not really 
competitive at the moment. In other 
competitive sports, the athletes are 
more serious and they spend more time 
practising and training. Having had so 
many years of climbing experience and 
the desire to climb has proved to be 
enough to win many competitions. But 
I am not sure how well I would do if 
climbing was a more competitive sport. 

What are your opinions, in the light of 
recent experience, about climbing 
competitions? 

(laughing) Well , that's an open question , 
I have a lot of opinions about them. In 
general I would say that competitions 
bring both good and bad elements to 
the sport. 

Which are the good ones? 

For me personally they provide extra 
motivation to achieve my potential as a 



climber, it's a way to earn money and a 
way to present climbing to people who 
don't climb. But I think there are a lot of 
things that could be improved. 

For example? 

First of all the format of competitions. 
don't think that just doing how is the 
most complete way to test who the best 
climber is. I also think that one or two 
climbs per competition is not an 
adequate show of one's all-round ability. 
It would be better to have different types 
of climbs, like a corner, a roof, an 
overhanging face, several different 
features that would show the variety of 
different abilities. 

During recent competitions that I have 
attended I got the impression that 
interest is decreasing. What do you 
think about the future of competitions? 

I don't think they will die out completely. 
Many changes could be made to 

improve their appeal to the public. 
Competitions need to be more 
interesting to watch for the spectators; 
they need to be faster moving; the walls 
need to be more interesting to climb and 
to look at. And climbing could be 
presented to the public better on 
television, where they could run profiles 
about the different competitors' lives, 
styles and personalities. 

Last year you had a serious accident on 
the Styx Wall at Buoux. What 
happened? 

Basically I didn't tie my knot. I put the 
rope through my harness, but I didn't 
finish tying my knot. After putting my 
shoes on, the rope was still in my 
harness, but since I had a jacket on 
which covered my harness, I didn't 
notice that my knot was not tied. When I 
got to the top of the Styx-Wall, I leaned 
back to abseil back to the ground and 
just kept falling. I don't remember 
exactly, but apparently when I fell 

backwards I used my arms to steady 
myself as I was falling. I landed on a 
tree branch, which slowed me down 
before I hit the ground. 

For many people such an accident 
would have been a good reason to give 
up climbing. Was it hard to start again? 

Yes, sure. I had to get over some fears, 
but that's normal. Anytime you have 
some traumatic experience it takes a 
little bit of time to adapt again. I still 
have a hesitation or fear today when I 
lean back on the rope, but for the most 
part it's all over now. Climbing brings 
so much value to my life, I couldn't 
imagine ever giving it up. 

Now you are the first woman to climb an 
Bb+, "Masse Critique " at Cimai: What 
was it like? 

Climbing an 8b+ has actually been an 
objective of mine for a long time, but 
either I was not in an area where I could 
try one, or I didn't have the time because 
of the competition schedule. Last winter 
I had the choice between going to the 
Sinai desert or trying Masse Critique. 
Since I had the time, the cool winter 
weather conditions and a clear objective, 
it was an easy choice to make. 

How long did it take you? 

It took me 9 days and I did it on my last 
available climbing day in France! I had 
already strained a finger working on it, 
so I wasn't really sure if I could push it. I 

background would be extremely helpful. 
But I am sure if I had started to climb, for 
example, in France the way things are at 
this moment, I would have progressed 
much faster as a sport climber. I am 
sure I would have been able to do 
harder routes both after work and on 
sight if I had 15 years experience with 
this style of climbing. 

For a long time the U.S. has been a 
stronghold of traditional climbing ethics. 
What is the situation today? 

In certain climbing areas in the U.S. people 
have very strong ethical views about 
maintaining the traditional style of 
climbing. That puts a lot of pressure on 
new climbers entering the sport. People 
who are just beginning to climb hear that 
it's bad style to do a route by hanging on a 
rope to practise moves or by top-roping 
and they feel it would be cheating to use 
these techniques. For me, using some of 
these techniques of "modern sport 
climbing" adds a whole new dimension to 
my climbing experience. This issue of 
style is a personal choice and everyone 
should feel free to use whatever 
techniques gives them the most pleasure 
in climbing. The controversy regarding the 
use of bolts, however, is a more difficult 
issue to resolve because it is not simply a 
matter of personal choice. Bolts add a 
permanent character to a route that also 
affects the style of the climb. 

More and more bolted crags such as Smith 
Rocks are being developed in the United 
States - what are your feelings about this? 

"If you can place natural protection on 
routes, they should remain without bolts." 

didn't want to hurt my finger seriously 
so I decided to give it one last try before 
leaving and fortunately it worked. 

After succeeding on an Bb+, are you 
going to try an Be? 

Why not? 

Which one? 

I don't know. There aren't many to 
choose from at the moment; there are 
only a few that I know of. Again it's a 
question of time and being in that area 
long enough to try one. If I find one that 
I like enough to put the necessary time 
into practising, I think it would be 
possible for me to do an 8c. Which one -
I don't know; how long it would take? - I 
don't know. But I certainly think it's 
possible. 

Do you think it has been a big help to 
have learned traditional style climbing? 

Having learned to climb in the traditional 
style has certainly made me a better all
round climber, and perhaps has given 
me an advantage in dealing with the 
mental aspect of risk in climbing . If I 
were to pursue climbing in the 
mountains, my traditional climbing 

Most people prefer to climb bolted 
routes - I think because they are more 
convenient and generally safer. But the 
controversy continues regarding 
whether bolts should be used in some 
areas and how they should be placed. 
Whether they should be placed on lead 
or on rappel. Personally I don't care 
whether bolts are placed on lead or not. 
Generally I think that bolts placed on 
rappel tend to be safer and better 
placed. However, there are a lot of areas 
that don't need bolts, such as where I 
live, in the Shawangunks. It's fine that 
there are no bolts. In general I think if 
you can place natural protection on 
routes, they should remain without 
bolts. 

Lynn hou/dering at Argentiere. 
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GEAR 
Edited by Dick Turnbull 

Mountain is pleased to 
introduce Dick Turnbull 
as the new Gear Editor. 
Dick is a well known 
personality in outdoor 
retailing (he is a director 
of Outside at Hathersage) 
and is no mean 
mountaineer either, 
having recently climbed 
the North Face of the 
Eiger in Winter. 

In this introductory 
article, Dick outlines his 
philosophy on equipment 
journalism, amongst 
other things . .. 

Dick Turnbull. 
Photo: Bernard Newman. 

"Your mission, should you choose to accept it ... " 
You have to be wary when dealing with media 
people. All those stories of ruthless exploitation 
and sly tactics are true. 
I had just returned from a particularly refreshing 

free lunch, a rare event in these recession hit 
days, when I was confronted by a genial, 
(suspiciously so looking back on it) press baron 
who had just delivered his latest wad of climbing 
hyperbole and mountaineering derring-do. His 
normally inscrutable butfaintlycynical expression 
had been replaced by one of bluff good humour, 
successfully, as I never suspected a thing! 
The shop was full of dispirited climbers escaping 

the blast of a traditional Peak District spring 
afternoon and the atmosphere was busy and 
distracting. We chatted, shot the breeze, and he 
went on his way. Two weeks later he rang to ask 
where his copy was! No wonder he was so 
chipper when he had remembered that vital prior 
appointment and slipped away wreathed in smiles. 
Apparently I had agreed to edit his Gear column! 

Being an equipment editor is one of those jobs 

where you cannot win. Along with guide book 
writers, graded route list compilers and magazine 
editors you are in the business ·of distilling and 
then presenting a jumble of highly specialized 

, information in a coherent form to a 
knowledgeable, opinionated and vociferous 

audience. You're 

Mission 
Impossible ! 

the man in the 
middle whose 
judgement is 
questioned by all 
sides, whose 
detachment is 
doubted and whose 
ancestry is often 
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. called into question. 
The job 

description is quite straightforward. Write a 
column that helps to throw light onto the world of 
modern · mountaineering equipment. Twenty 
years ago the climbing market was a relatively 

small, poorly funded specialist group with, by 
today's standards, a limited range of specialised 
gear. Now we have a far more complex and 
sophisticated market with a huge range of 
products to choose from and a wise variety of 
retailers eager to sell them to us. The very size of 
the modern product range is confusing. Before 
Boreal you could count the brands of rock boot 
worth considering on one frost-bite free hand. 
Now most good retailers will offer you a choice 
from at least 10 models which they will have 
picked from a choice of 50! This very complexity 
makes the job of an equipment column relevant 
as well as difficult. In the current hothouse climate 
of climbing commerce it is vital that all aspects of 
the trade are put under the spotlight and that we 
should be prepared to examine not just the 
technicalities of modern gear but also look at the 
other influences that help determine how we 
equip ourselves. 

Gear Ideas: Telescopic Ski Poles 
Knees: Probably the most vulnerable, potentially 

the most painful and certainly the most 
stressed. All the major bootmakers have 
recognized that anything that can relieve 
the knee of some of the impact generated 
during long days on the hill is invaluable 
and many include shock absorbent heel 
inserts as well as redesigned heel profiles to 
help minimise the damage that can result. 

However on the continent, hillusers of all 
types from mountaineers to ramblers adopt 
a different aproach to the problem and use 
a stick! Yes, I know, it sounds an admission 
of approaching senility but if you put aside 
the ageist prejudice and look more closely 
at the mechanics of how a stick (or more 
commonly amongst climbers a telescopic 
ski pole) works, you may well find that using 
some sort of stick support could answer a 
growing knee problem. 
We are all aware that during a long career 

in the mountains the body is subjected to 
considerable stresses and strains that are 
potentially harmful. The combined weight 
of body and rucksack places a considerable 
load on feet, knees, hips and spine -arthritis 

and slipped discs are often the result. The number 
of mountaineers who complain of knee and back 
trouble is by no means small. 
As a result of these strains more hill users should 

investigate the potential of using telescopic ski 
poles to help them avoid the development of 
what can become crippling problems. Although 
the use of ski poles as a walking and 
mountaineering aid cannot heal damaged joints 
it can make a significant contribution towards 
preventing such injury. However their real value 
is not just to help prevent injury but also to 

. ·increase stability in rough ground and allow the 
user to employ their upper body to help the legs 
cover the ground with less effort. As a side be_nefit 
you tone up your arms, chest and shouldersatthe 
same time. 

Of decisive importance in injury prevention is 
the significant load reduction when descending, 
where the knee is subjected to a shearing force 
whose long terms effects are naturally very 
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Telescopic ski poles can save your knees especially on long snow plods. 
Photo:Turnbu/1. 

unfavourable. According to Dr. Gottfried 
Neureuther, mountain doctor, each 
placement of a ski pole takes between 5 
and 8 kg weight off the lower part of the 
body. This amounts to the equivalent of a 
total of 13 tons during a one hour walk on 
flat ground and an amazing 34 tons total 
load reduction when walking downhill. 
You only have to check this yourself by 
standing on a pair of bathroom scales and 
pushing down with long handled broom 
sticks to see that you can easily relieve 
your legs of between 5 and 8 kg. 
Apart from the protection afforded to the 

joints this partial load transfer from the 
lower to the upper extremities results in a 
more even stress distribution; the 
mountaineertires less quickly, a fact which 
is highlighted when one considers that 
during an average excursion with four 
hours of ascent and three of descent the 
employment of telescopic ski poles will 
reduce the total load on the lower limbs by 
as much as 200 tons. 
The obvious physiological advantages of 

using a telescopic ski· pole in the hills are 
matched with significant practical benefits. 
Anyone who has carried heavy loads over 
rough ground or laboured through deep 
snow knows how arduous it can be trying 
to keep one's balance while you drag one 
leg out of a deep drift and then have to 
plunge it uphill into seemingly bottomless 

powder. Notonlyisyourworkrate lowered 
if you can use ski sticks to give you that 
extra support but you are at lower risk 
from falling in critical places. My own 
experience is that when asked what was 
the best piece ofgearthatthey had on their 
expedition, many mountaineers say, 
without hesitation, ski poles. 
Modern telescopic ski poles are of two or 

three piece construction using high 
strength aluminium alloy sections 
connected, secured and adjusted by 
internally located expansion plugs. To 
avoid blisters the hand grips are 
anatomically designed and incorporate an 
adjustable wrist loop. For the best results 
the tip should be made from tungsten 
steel to give a firm bite on wet and smooth 
rock. For use below the snow line a small 
snow-disc should be used as the more 
normal, larger snow-baskets can be 
awkward to place and get stuck in rocky 
ground. The easy length adjustment allows 
one to fix the height you need for all 
different terrain types, downhill or uphill 
and to push the pole down its minimum 
length for carrying in your pack when you 
do not need it. 
Suppliers include: Edelrid, Salewa, Leki , 
Grivel 
A full report on ski poles, snow shovels 
and other winter mountaineering 
accessories to follow later. 

TROLL RECALL GRIVEL 2F CRAMPONS 

Troll Safety Equipment are reissuing 
the following recall notice which 
appeared in Climber and High in October 
1990. 
Grivel 2F Crampons 
Recall for Toe Bail Modification 
Please read this carefully before 
returning your crampons: 
Troll Safety Equipment, as UK 
distributors of Grivel crampons, would 
like to bring to climbers' attention a 
modification which is required on a small 
number of 2F crampons issued in this 
country in early 1989. 
The toe-bail hole in the crampon was 
enlarged for design purposes, but it was 
subsequently found that it was possible 
in a small number of cases to spring the 
toe-bail out of the holes in the crampon 
body. Grivel then immediate ly 
lengthened the bails and bent them 
through 90 degrees to prevent this. 
1. DID YOU BUY YOUR 2F CRAMPONS 
AFTER DECEMBER 1988? 
2. ARE THE ENDS OF THE TOE-BAILS 
STRAIGHT? (see drawing). 
3. IS IT POSSIBLE TO SPRING THEM 
OUT BY HAND? 

If so, return them to Troll who will bend 
the ends and return them free of charge. 
The recall applies onlytothe 2F crampon, 
not any other model of Grivel crampon. 
Whilst on the topic of crampons, Troll 
are reminding all climbers of the risks of 
front section breakages to the 2F when 
it is used for long periods in the rigid 

mode. This is common practice in the 
UK but virtually unknown on the 
Continent where no breakages have 
been reported. Breakages can be caused 
by bending stresses induced between 
the second and third set of points leading 
to accelerated metal fatigue. If any 
climbers continue to use the crampon in 
a rigid mode, they should regularly 
inspect the crampons for cracks and 
replace them after 2 to 3 seasons, 
depending on frequency of use. 
Removal of the bolts reduces the risk of 
accelerated fatigue to insignificant 
levels. In addition, Grivel have modified 
the 2F supplied to the UK by adding a 
strengthening bar which will reduce the 
stress on the crampon when used in a 
rigid mode. 
Any climber needing further information 
should contact Troll on 0457 878822 
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COMPETITIONS 
Compiled by Pete Gomersall 

1991 Season - Problems 

Even before the season began there had 
been rumours of competition problems. 
The first fatality was the Masters' event at 
Berey closely followed by the collapse of 
an international bouldering event at 
Villebon in France and further rumours of 
difficulties at Munich. Compounding this 
bad news was notification of the 
cancellation of the American and 
Madonna UIAA World Cup events. At the 
same time the wrangling continues over 
the women's 1990 results. Latest rumours 
suggest that lawyers are still discussing 
the situation although the President of 
the UIAA has been canvassing the opinion 
of all competition committee members. 
Whatever the outcome this issue needs 
to be sorted out quickly. 

Along with these problems are major 
developments in the UIAAadministrative 
sphere. The President and Chairman of 
the CICE and CEC respectively, have 
resigned. This has come about partly as a 
result of the Barcelona fiasco and secondly 
because of proposed changes to the 
structure of the two committees. 
Apparently the whole international 
administration is in a state offlux with no
one knowing what any other 
representative is doing. Rumours are 
circulating that the French FFME are 
opposed to the recent elections of Robert 
Renzler (A) and Ivor Delafield (GB) to 
Presidential positions of the CICE and 
CEC and may appeal against them. 
However, other knowledgeable 
commentators say it is just Paul Brasset 
(former CICE President) being upset at 
the loss of his power-base and the 
decentralisation of the administrative 
structure, rather than an administrative 
empire based solely around him in Paris. 

Looking at these developments as an 
observer it does not bode well for future 
stability within competition climbing 
giventhatitmaywell end upasan Olympic 
event. Why is it that it's always the 
administrators that cause problems and 
very rarely the actual competitors. It 
seems to me that it is often a case of 
personal power play ratherthan sympathy 
with the sport and commitment to the 
best interest of all climbers that usually 
causes the problems. 

French Lose Major Sponsor 
After several years the French team have 
lost their sponsor with financial support 
running out after the second round of the 
World Cup. This must prove a problem 
for the French as they have tended to 
support a vast squad in recent times. 
Even the first two competitions, Vienna 
and Clusone will only receive partial 
support. 

This has not been a good start to the 
season. Perhaps it can only get better? 
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Jim Karn and Stefan G/owacz, recently 
returned to competitions. All Photos: Gomersall 

Developments for British Climbers 
British climbers have not had the number 

of successes of last year but we still have 
three climbers in the top ten of the UIAA 
rankings despite injury and non 
attendance. Also most other international 
competitors have improved their results 
as well. One of the main reasons for our 
lack of domination this year is the increase 
in overall standards reflecting increases 
in the total number competing. This has, 
however, produced other side effects 
including increased paperwork and 
bureaucracy. 

The most significant development in 
this respect has been the UIAA's insistence 
that the BMC rank competitors applying 
for the open competitions. In several 
events this year, places have been limited 
and the BMC initially had to rank climbers 
rather subjectively. However, over the 
last six months ·members of the 
competition climbing committee and 
actual climbers have devised a trial 
ranking system applicable to all UIAA 
competitions. Basically the system 
involves awarding points for places with 
weightings applied for various levels of 
competition and only the lastthree results 
counting. 

However, with the number of 
competitions almost doubling in 1991 
with 10 UIAA, 10 ASCI and possibly 3 
British events, it may be possible to adopt 
an ASCI type system for later in the year. 
This would involve a similar points 
allocation structure to that outlined above, 
however there would only be a specified 
number of competitions that would count. 

This would automatically include all 
British National and International comps. 
A climber's rank would be given by their 
five best results. Thus a climber 
competing in both the Open and Main 
events at a competition could only select 
their best score. The system would be 
continually updated and as new results 
are added the oldest results would be 
dropped. This system does produce 
slightly differing results to the existing 
scheme. It is, however, more realistic for 
comparing the performances of regular 
competitors, whilst accommodating 
those who attend less regularly. This 
system also reflects a climber's 
commitment to competing, gives a 
measure of their consistent performance, 
includes a current form factor (because of 
the rolling basis concept) and also allows 
for the 'odd' bad competition result. 

Master du Prorel 
The first event of the year got under way 

at Brian,;on on schedule. The third edition 
of the Master du Prorel was a great 
success for the promoters Jean and 
Martine· Rolland. The organisation was 
impeccable and the competitors were 
provided with a superb competition and 
a full hall of spectators for the finals. The 
event commenced in the morning with 
thirty-five male competitors, halfofwhom 
were French. There were no British 
entrants. Even Jerry Moffat who had been 
skiing in the area that week and flashed 
an 8a on a day off did not attend. The 
semi-final route was an excellent 
sustained 7c with ten men reaching the 
belay. The women followed with fourteen 
climbers competing on a route of 7b 
standard. Only four made it to the belay, 
a perfect number to add to the male 
competitors already in the final for this 
one day event. 
In the evening the women climbed first 

on a 7b+ up an overhanging diedre 
followed by a large roof and three very 
steep final metres. Robin Erbesfield made 
strong progress but fell on the final wall. 
Isabelle Patissier continued her success 
of last year and pulled out what was to be 
a winning performance. Susi Good, a 
relative newcomer from Switzerland, 
gained an excellent third place over 
Nanette Raybaud in fourth spot. Patissier 
now stands alone in the ranking above 
Lynn Hill who did not compete. 
The men's final proceeded with a.varied 

route involving virtually every different 
type of climbing feature. It soon became 
obvious to the crowd that the solution to 
the roof problem would almost certainly 
lead to victory. In the end Jibe Tribout 
cracked the problem to finish a very 
deserving winner. Obviously this is a good 
start to the year for Jibe and an excellent 
result for a climber who often just fails to 
hit the top spot. 



Right: Spanish competitor Anna lbaii'ez 
surmounts the overhang at Vienna. 

Wien UIAA Weltcup 1991 
The first round of the 1991 world cup got 

underway in Vienna at the end of April. 
As with last year the event was extremely 
well prepared. Upon arrival simple 
registration was followed by a security 
photo for your personal identity card. All 
very efficient. 
A personal info pack supplied the climber 
with all necessary information in three 
languages. Of most importance were 
details of confirmed rule changes. The 
'jumping for height' rule change attempts 
to reduce the tendency of climbers to 
"slap" at the slightest sign of strain. 
However the new rule seems to be rather 
vague and little attempt is made to 
separate climbers. The climbers' position 
now depends on whether the judge th inks 
you are actually attempting to do the next 
move: all very subjective. In the case of 
ties, results from previous rounds will be 
used to separate positions. And finally 
there would be no 'superfinals' . 

The most important change for the 
climber, however, related to route viewing 
time. Until now two minutes or so was 
allocated to each climber before 
commencing climbing. This has now 
been scrapped . With effect from Vienna 
competitors can view the route for seven 
minutes just before the start of each round. 
Now, once you have tied on it's climbing 
time. 

On the morning of the 26th, 72 men 
competed on two routes in the open whilst 
48 women fought out the women's quarter 
final. For once the Open Routes were 
ideally constructed with no nasty moves 
low down. The routes gradually wore the 
climbers down; both providing a well 
spread out range of moves. Competitors 
seemed to prefer the pre-start route 
viewing. The Women's Route, however, 
proved to have a nasty move at 2 metres 
- some 20 competitors slipped here. Felicity Butler 

Again the next day the routes for both 
the Women's semi and the Men's quarters 
were excellently judged with just the 
correct number passing through to the 
next rounds. As with last year, the 
competition was proving to be equally 
well run . 
T:,e rest of the competition continued in 

a similar vein. Patissier and Legrand 
continued where they left off last year 
with convincing performances. In the 
end the climbers' only gripe was that the 
changes to the jumping rule (D5) did 
prevent outright slaps but penalised some 
good performances and grouped too 
many climbers together. Is touching the 
next hold better than just holding the last; 
of course it is and should be rewarded by 
a touch. The judge must differentiate 
between what is and is not considered a 
hold. 
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BOOKS 

This Summer sees 
the publication of 
Jim Curran's latest 
book - Suspended 
Sentences. 
Originally entitled 
A Slimmers Guide 
to The Himalaya it 
contains a wealth of 
anecdote and 
humour for which 
Curran is rightly 
renowned. 
Mountain was lucky 
to get hold of a pre
publication draft and 
reproduced here is a 
short extract . .. 

Jim Curran 
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Don 
Don Whillans. It's a name as dour and uncompromising 

as its owner was, with a hint of sharpness there as well. He 
was and will always be a legend: an acerbic man with a 
mean streak; a mountaineer of genius; a dry, humorous 
observer oflife; on occasion a fat, beer-swilling layabout; 
an aggressive and brilliant rock climber in his youth; a 
mellow and wise adviser in his later years. 
Don Whillans was all these things and much, much more. 

I was lucky in knowing him in what were to prsove the last 
years of his life. I grew very fond of the rotund, powerful 
little man who quite regularly parked his motorbike or VW 
camper outside my house and announced his arrival in his 
normal way, 'Eh up, Jim, how are you diddling? Put a 
brew on before we go for a pint. ' 
I had chatted casually to him for years, but I began to get 

to know him in Cornwall over Whit weekend in 1980. He 
arrived unexpectedly at the Climbers Club hut at Bosigran 
late on a Friday night. The hut was full of rather earnest 
CC members and guests making coffee, reading guidebooks 
and making plans for the weekend when the door was 
flung open. 
'Evening all,' he announced to no one in particular in his 

characteristic nasal Lancastrian accent. ' A've always 
meant to come down 'ere. Joe used to in t'fifties but I 
always preffered t ' Alps. Bugger Cornwall, I used to say 
- I'll leave it till I'm an old man. Well, ' ere I am.' 
Even by my standards, Don in his late forties was fat and 

unfit, consuming huge quantities of beer every night. But 
he had come down to Cornwall to climb as well as booze. 
I watched him next day at Chair Ladder seconding South 
Face Direct. Heclimbedquickly, neatly and with immense 
co-ordination and agility given his condition. At the top he 
untied his bowline with a grunt of satisfaction. 'Can' t get 
a Whillans harness big enough to fit these days.' He 
peered down the cliff at a mass of helmeted beginners 
being shepherded up an easy route. 'Bloody 'ell - an 
outbreak of Easter eggs!' 
Don, probably relating to my own shape and bad habits, 

as much as anything else, seemed to enjoy my company 
and rather to my surprise we climbed and drank together 
quite frequently over the next four years. Often it was in 
Cornwall, for which Don developed a real affection. On 
several occasions I went with Cass, Gemma and Becky to 
camp at Trevedra Farm above Sennen Cove. Here in the 
company of 'abandoned wives' like Hilary Nunn, Sue 
Carrington and Maggie Boysen, whose husbands were all 
off on Himalayan expeditions, Don and I enjoyed climbing 
and socialising. He lived in his VW camper, a slightly 
lonely, self-contained figure, who would stump across the 
field and sit chatting outside our tents, talking to the 
various children, and occasionally kicking a football around 
with them. 

He particµlarly enjoyed climbing at Chair Ladder and I 
went back with him again to do Diocese, the classic Very 
Severe of the cliff. It was a hot day and low tide. At the 
bottom of the cliff a flat ledge was revealed on which 
several young climbers of both sexes were sunbathing. 
Oblivious to their amazed stares Don stripped off 
completely and, like a little pink depth charge, dived into. 
the still water and cavorted around like a five-year-old . 
The onlookers were equally nonplussed twenty minutes 

later when, wearing only an ancient pair of grey flannel 
trousers, Don climbed the first short, steep chimney of 
Diocese, heaving his beer gut · to one side to avoid the 
constrictions. 
I led the crux, gibbering on a high step and long reach on 

to a steep slab. 'I'll never do it like that,' Don muttered to 
himself as I lurched precariously upwards. But seconding 

Curran Book 
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he followed the pitch in a flash. I was impressed. 
' I didn ' t do the first bit,' he explained, 'I just climbed up 

the chimney till I could reach the big 'olds and swing out. ' 
I had done the climb twice before and it had neveroccurred 
to me that it could be outwitted like this. Don's ability to 
lateral think his way out of trouble must have got him out 
of many far more serious situation~ than this one. There 
were only two occasions when he found seconding me a 
problem. Once at Chatsworth Edge in Derbyshire he fell 
off an overhang, to my consternation, as I was belaying 
him rather casually from above and had to lower him all 
the way to the ground. And once in Cornwall on Kenidjack 
Castle Cliff when I had led the beautiful climb Saxon, Don 
had found the reaches between holds very awkward and I 
found myself in the strange position of giving one of the 
greatest British rock climbers a tight rope. 
In 1984 Don arrived at Trevedra Farm tired and unwell. 

He had just returned from Broad Peak where Pete Thexton 
had been stricken with cerebral oedema after an 
unsuccessful summit bid and died before he could be 
brought down. · Don was still distraught at what had 
happened and for severarnights he sat up late, endlessly 
reliving the events. He had found the whole expedition 
bewildering, for the leader, Doug Scott, had expected 
everyone to climb in independent pairs, warming up on 
smaller peaks and building up to Broad Peak, then K2. 
Don couldn't adjust to the new alpine-style ethics and felt 
that several of the climbers were treating the Karakoram 
Mountains as a mere playground, with little attempt to 
help or work with each other. He was upset and 
disillusioned. I wondered whether, deep down, he realised 
it was probably his last big expedition. Sadly, it had ended 
in almost the same way as his first. Then, on Masherbrum 
in 1957, Bob Downes had died from pulmonary oedema, 
an experience that had affected Don deeply. 

I always found Don's long discourses fascinating. l;lis 
down-to-earth assessments and understanding of 



Himalayan climbing and his real respect for the risks and 
dangers involved, were really helpful and enlightening, 
quite apart from the fascination of listening to first-hand 
accounts of historic climbs such as Annapurna South Face 
and attempts on Everest 's South-West Face. Don was not 
well educated in the conventional sense but he had great 
powers of observation and understanding. If his opinions 
were sometimes somewhat inflexible they were at least 
based on vast experience. On many occasions in pubs, at 
film festivals or conferences or, as in Cornwall, sitting in 
a tent, he was a mine of information, more than willing to 
give others the benefit of his knowledge. 

As well as his endless fund of anecdotes there were his 
legendary one-liners that have become collectors' items. 
Whillans jokes will, I hope, be retold as long as there are 
climbers to tell them. They stand for an age and attitude 
when the northern working-class underdog often had the 
liist word over class and privilege. Delivered over a pint, 
with a pause for maximum effect and a long, unblinking 
stare from piercing blue eyes, Don could hold an audience 
spellbound. He was the best lecturer I have ever heard (but 
not the best after-dinner speaker, who is undoubtedly Ian 
McNaught-Davis, 'Mac' to everyone who knows him). 
Don 's lectures, whether to a small group of club climbers 
or huge audiences in Manchester Free Trade Hall , appeared 
to be completely off-the-cuff improvisations but they had 
all the timing of a natural actor. 

At Buxton Don once topped the bill at the British 
Mountaineering Council Conference. As he started his 
'Life and Times ' lecture a streaker unexpectedly ran 
across the stage, to the audience's delight. Don was 
temporarily flabbergasted . 'Well, I'll be buggered!' Then, 
seeing the funny side of it, he added quickly, 'And so will 
'e ifl catch 'im!' 

Early in the lecture he showed an old black and white 
snapshot of a large group of walkers on a Derbyshire 
railway station. ' You may wonder why I've included this . 
[A pause.] That 's me in the middle of the picture, but, over 
on the left comer is a girl I'd never spoken to at the time. 
[A longer pause.] That 's my wife Audrey. [An even 
longer pause.] Which just goes to show that danger lurks 
when you least expect it ... ' 
One evening at the Royal in Hayfield, Don was as usual 

entertaining a table of friends and hangers-on. Nazir 
Sabir, the well-known Pakistani climber who had made 
the first ascent of the West Ridge of K2, was visiting the 
country and was introduced to Don, one of his heroes. Don 
looked at him. 'Nazir, eh? I knew a guy called Wazir, but 
he's gone now! ' 

Whillans' penchant for weak puns (which reached its 
height in his nickname for the German excpedition 
impresario, Dr. Karl Herrligkoffer, as Dr. Sterlingscoffer) 
was equalled only by his ability to debunk pretension. A 
famous riposte was to a telegram sent by Chris Bonington 
when Don was stranded in Bombay waiting for the ship 
bringing the Annapurna equipment, which had broken 
down. Chris offered to fly out 'to pull strings '. 'The only 
useful string 'e could pull would be a bloody great big one 
attached to the ship.' On a walk-in totheGarhwal Don was 
accosted by a pilgrim dressed only in a loincloth and 
carrying a begging bowl. ' I suppose you're on some kind 
of sponsored walk?' hegrumbled,grudgingly parting with 
a rupee. 

In the late summer of 1984 Don rang me up at home. 
"Ave you done that Dream of White Horses? Because 
every other bugger has.' I hadn't despite several visits to 
Wen Zawn on Craig Gogarth over the years that had been 
foiled by crowds or rain or cowardice. A Dream of White 
Horses is one of the very great Welsh climbs. Although 

only graded HVS 4c, it crosses an extremely impressive 
slab in an imposing position. 'We'll do a last ascent then,' 
Don chuckled as he rang off. 
We arranged to meet and I drove him over from Mo and 

Jackie's to Anglesey. 'Go up to South Stack cafe,' 
instructed Don. ' I fancy a brew and the walk over to the 
crag.' It was a typical late summer day, mellow, slightly 
misty light and a calm sea. In midweek with no need to 
hurry it was early afternoon before we scrambled down to 
the abseil point at the top of Wen. 'Aye aye, someone's 
here before us.' 
Despite a rope in place, Don preferred to solo, scrambling 

easily down to the stance at the top of the first pitch which 
we avoided due to high tide. I followed, pleased that Don 's 
confidence seemed to rub off on me. When I had done 
Wen several years previously, I had found the whole place 
overpoweringly frightening. 
On the stance a climber recognised Don and was mildly 

embarrassed. He was belaying a young lad trying to lead 
the second pitch and struggling with the crux moves, 
oblivious of watchers. Gripped, he advanced, retreated, 
and advanced once more. Don was quite happy to sit on 
the belay ledge smoking my cigarettes. 'Up and down like 
a bride's nightie,' he chuckled at the unfortunate's 
performance. 

Number two was getting embarrassed. 'Come on, let 's 
jack it in - you're obviously not going to do it and there 's 
a couple here waiting.' 

'Tell them to piss off,' was the response. 
' You wouldn't say that if you knew who it was!' 
Eventually he gave up in disgust and it was our tum. 

After some inner quaking I set off. Don eyed me intently 
as I started the hard moves. ' You know, l~ve been 
thinking. You ' re not really the right shape for climbing.' 
It was as good an incentive as any and I climbed the pitch 
quite easily after that. Don followed with tliat quick and 
delicate footwork that once again made me aware of what 

Opposite Page and Left: 
Don Whillans in Cornwall 
shortly before he died. 
Photos: Jim Curran 
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BOOKS Littlejohn South West 
Update 
Yorks Rock Fax 

South West Climbs 
Rock Climbs from Cornwall, 
Devon, Somerset, Dorset and 
Jersey 
by Pat Littlejohn 
Diadem £14.95. 

Ever been to Devon? Ever 
wondered what lies between 
Avon Gorge and West Penwith? 
Well now you've got no excuses, 
not that you'd want to have any 
after reading Pat Littlejohn's all 
new South West Climbs!!! What 
a stunner. Jam packed with the 
very essence of the sport. Well 
over 500 different positions to 
get yourself into, and all of them 
more exciting than even the 
Viennese Oyster!!! Hard backed 
and laptop sized this little(!?!) 
beaut contains more information 
than even the most powerful 
WPC could cope with; hence Pat 
running a brace of them in 
tandem with virtuoso gusto. 

but a totally new format, and a 
skilfully crafted one at that. 
Twin Columns (but no Agent 
Cooper) and a veritable feast of 
photography, with a smattering 
of teasing (almost Lynchian), 
mistakes that all add up to a jolly 
good wheeze as Bruce Woodley 
would put it. 

Again Don Sargeant has 
surpassed himself with the 
photodiagrams and maps. His 
only mistake is that he is getting 
too good. Any future drop in 
quality will be seen as a 
retrograde and totally 
unacceptable step. 

that. They certainly add to the 
adventure content, and flavour 
the whole guide with that 
indisputable brand of 
atmosphere that the SW and 
indeed Pat have come to stand 
for. But I'm not going to spoil 
the surprise by picking them out 
for you. All this in one guide, 
you can't lose!!!! (and neither 
can Pat) . 

pose, programmed automation 
and predictability. However, on 
closer inspection I found the old 
adage "never judge a book by 
its cover" rang loud and true. 

Rockfax is ninety-five pages 
long. It is printed on classy 
glossy paper, which isn't all that 
good when you get caught short 
of toilet roll, but is rather good 
for hauling around in your sac 
since it is hardy and resistant to 
the all pervading Yorkshire 
damp. 

Nick White 

Yorkshire Limestone Rock Fax 
by Mick Ryan 

On opening the guide, the first 
page of text encountered gives 
information about the format of 
the guide: "photodiagrams 
adjacent to route information 
which gives the climber the 
route name, grade, protection 
and first ascentionist." This is 
the basic formula which has 
been successfully used for years 
in the USA and on throughout 
Europe. In fact it is far more 
common in these places than 
the text oriented guides which 

Then there are the routes. Vertical Brain £7.95 

This is no mere SW Climbs 11, no 
unwieldy coupling of new to old, 

Among them are some of the 
finest jewels of the SW, new and 
old. Routes like Bird of Paradise 
(E6) and West Route (E5) at 
Cheddar, through to Atlantic 
Ocean Wall (E4) and Demo 
Route (Severe) in West Penwith. 
True to form though, Pat has 
also included some idiosyncratic 
test pieces, and sandbag ones at 

A topo guide to the limestone 
crags of Yorkshire! Being 
somewhat of a Luddite I 
approached this publication with 
reservation. The cover 
reinforced my worst fears, it 
stank of all that I have come to 
dislike about modern climbing: 
the Adonis set in the waxen 

Suspended Sentences . .. 

a good climber he had once been . 
The next pitch is the easiest and Don offered to 

lead through. He took a small supply of nuts and 
Friends. ' You won't believe this, but I've never 
used these gadgets before.' He didn ' t then either, 
for he paused before the only hard move, soon 
after the beginning of the pitch, and expertly 
flicked a tape sling over a spike. Then he climbed 
straight through to the final belay, about thirty 
metres without a runner. 
As I removed the sling I was aware of two more 

climbers a long way below and tomy left climbing 
Concrete Chimney. They looked across 
apprehensively, as well they might. If! came off 
I would perform a colossal pendulum that could 
skittle them both into oblivion. I tried not to think 
about it and climbed with geat ca1e across to Don. 
'Had you worried, didn't I? But I knew you 'd qe 
okay.' 
The last pitch looked mindblowing, a bottomless 

set of slabs and overhangs perched above a huge 
void with, far below, the sea sucking and surging 
into the back of Wen Zawn. The hardest move is 
a long step down and it is protected by a peg from 
which hung tattered bits of sling. 

'I think I'll give myself a back rope when I 
second it, ' said Don , weighing up the possibilities 
of a fall over the overhangs below. I teetered 
nervously across the wall. The climbing was 
actually surprisingly easy but nerve-racking. Great 
hand- and footholds seemed to be stuck to the 
parent rock as ifby a careless model-omaker ·who 
had lost interest in his work, but somehow it all 
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held together. I worked my way into a final steep 
comer that led to the top. Suddenly and rather 
unexpectedly I found myself stepping left and 
onto flat ground. Done it! 

The little figure of Don was still stuck on the 
middle of the wall waiting patiently while I 
constructed a solid belay. Then he climbed quickly 
to the peg, announced that hecouldn ' t be bothered 
to mess around, unclipped and climbed across so 
quickly I had a job taking the rope in. But there 
was no mistaking his pleasure as he sat _smoking 
and watching me coil the ropes up. 'That was just 
the kind of route I like these days : long enough to 
get into but not too hard.' He sat in contented 
silence watching the sea and the sky. In the still 
early evening the lighthouseofSouth Stack winked 
feebly in broad daylight. 'Come on,' said Don, 
' I've got a morbid fear of dehydration. They ' ll be 
open by the time we get to Holyhead.' 

I saw Don twice more after that. Once was in 
Hayfield. He was sitting on the wal I in the car park 
early on an autumn evening, pint in hand. 

'What ' s up, Don? You ' ll catch pneumonia out 
here. ' He looked old and suddenly rather sad. 
'I'll be in soon. I was just thinking - it al.I began 

in this car park back in the forties. The bus used 
to drop us off and we'd go for longer and longer 
walks. One thing led to another ... but it all started 
here.' 

We stood for a bit in silence and I went back to 
the bar. 
In the spring of 1985 there was a Climbers' Club 

dinner and disco at the Marquis of Granby near 

Hathersage. Cass and I drove over from Sheffield 
forthediscoand walked into the hotel. A familiar 
figure clad in a leather jacket sat at a table, pint in 
hand and with a large motorcycle crash helmet on 
the floor. ' Aye aye, it's Jim and the Giraffe (this 
was Don 's affectionate nickname for Cass) - I'm 
glad you're here because I was coming over to 
stay at your place tonight. Now I can leave the 
bike here.' Yes, and I can drive you back out 
tomorrow, you lazy little sod, I thought but didn ' t 
say. He was on good form and the pint glasses 
soon stacked up in front of him. It was a quiet 
evening and we left reasonably early. I wasn't 
drinking, in an effort to get fit for a forthcoming 
trip to South America. 

' Aye, it's a pity it didn't work out, I could have 
fancied a trip to Peru. ' Don had been invited to 
come as well , but was already going to the 
Dolomites. 

Next morning we drove back to the Marquis of 
Granby and watched Don start up his big bike. 
' Have a.good trip, Jim. Take care. Do you fancy 
Cornwall again when you get back?' He pulled 
the helmet over his head and revved the bike. 

'See you , Don.' I drove out of the car park ahd 
through my wing mirror caught a glimpse of the 
stocky little figure pulling away in the opposite 
direction. 'An odd life Don's got,' I reflected to 
Cass. 'He just seems to spend it going from place 
to place for no real reason.' 

Cass laughed. ' Exactly like you! I didn ' t 
think Don looked very well.' 



Right: Dave Thomas on the 
second ascent of Lazarus 
(E6/7 6c) at Bass Point, near 
the Lizard, Cornwall. 
Photo: Nick White. 

are the norm in Britain . Why 
should this be so? Tradition 
perhaps. 
The photodiagrams are black 

and white photographs with 
lines drawn on to represent the 
courses of routes. With such 
diagrams there is none of this 
"fifteen feet right of the holly is 
a small recess. Twelve feet right 
again, are the remains of the last 
climber who tried to find this 
route." If you can find the crag 
you will find the route . There 
are a few mistakes as to where 
one or two of the routes go. For 
example Heresy at Kilnsey 
finishes at a bolt belay a few feet 
below the start of the rubble. In 
the guide it is shown as climbing 
through the rubble. Another 
mistake is that Dave 
Humberstone's finish to 
Yosemite Wall at Mal ham has· 
been completely omitted. 
Another minor fault is that one 
or two of the crag photographs 
are a little washed out. 
Something, I was told, to do 
with the printers and that I was 
assured will be ironed out in the 
next impression. 
Finding the crags is made easy 

with this guide, as long as you 
can follow a clear description 
backed up by a map of the lie of 
the land surrounding the crag. 
In addition, further aid comes 
from a map of the area which 
the Ordnance Survey would be 
proud of. 

So what does the guide cover? 
"Over four hundred extreme 
limestone challenges." On 
which crags? The simple 
answer to this is all the 
important ones. That is Kilnsey, 
Malham, Gorda le, Yew cogar, 
Loop, Blue and Giggleswick. 
The latter of which has an area 
which will be new to many of 
you called the G-spot! Unlike 
other G-spots th is one isn 't too 
hard to locate . Sadly Langcliffe 
Quarry has been left out. Some 
may say this is because it is a 
real crag and no place for 
Euroweenies. Correct, but 
honestly does anybody care 
where the routes go at 
La ngcliffe 7 

For each crag there are details 
about its aspect, climate, 
situation, approach, access and 
also a list of routes of 
outstanding character which you 
could quibble about all day, but 
on the whole seems to contain 
enough classics. 

What left an impression was 
the mould breaking that had 
gone on in the preparation of 
this guide. For a start it's the 
first guide to a British crag that 
incorporates, for the majority of 
the routes covered, French 
grades alongside British grades. 
No doubt this is in preparation 
for 1992 when the rest of Britain 
catches up with rock climbing 
and loses its character. The 
French grades do help to clarify 

things where bolt routes are 
concerned, but fall short or are 
completely devoid for the more 
traditionally protected routes. 
This highlights the problems of 
route grading in Britain. As to a 
solution, do we use two systems 
or simply just bolt up everything 
and settle for one7 
The second innovation which 

intrigued me was the inclusion 
of tick boxes, two for every 
route, like those in the I-Spy 
books. On -s ight or red point, 
tick where applicable. Hands up 
all those that have worked then 
red -pointed Mossda/e Trip. You 

are also informed that if you 
"betaflash" a route then you can 
tick both I 

There is no historical section 
apart from credits to the first 
ascentionists. Some may say 
that this is a good thing. 
However, it would be a shame to 
lose our history which would 
surely happen if this trend 
became the norm. Ideally, text 
orientated guidebooks such., as 
the previous Yorkshire 
Limestone should continue to 
document the history ai:,d could 
quite easily co-exist with topo 
guidebooks such as Rockfax. 

On the whole I was surprised 
by this publication. My initial 
gut reaction was "Oh no," but 
when I got stuck into it I found it 
to be a well thought out and 
very functional guidebook. A 
worthwhile buy not only for all 
Euroweenies but also (in the 
immortal words of one of our 
sport's leading female 
exponents) real climbers I 
Craig Smith 
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BOOKS (cont.) 

Climbers and Hikers Guide to 
the World's Mountains 
by Michael R. Kelsey 
Kelsey Publishing $US 31.95 

Two days after graduating with 
his Masters degree in 
geography, Michael Kelsey set 
out on his first world excursion, 
a modest six-month trip to 
Europe and Asia. He climbed 
Mont Blanc and several high 
Himalayan peaks during that 
first sojourn, and it was during 
that trip that his "real life 
began", according to the 
American author. Several year
long journeys followed, and in 
1981 Kelsey published his first 
edition of Guide to the World's 
Mountains. Three years later, a 
revised edition appeared. 

Since he first travelled to 
Europe in 1970, Kelsey has 
visited 145 countries and island 
groups, climbing more peaks in 
far-away lands than perhaps 
anyone in the world. It is indeed 
a mammoth undertaking to 
attempt to chronicle such a 
subject ... the world's 
mountains! But with 20 years of 
world travel under his belt, the 
author makes a serious go of it 
in his third edition of this 
guidebook. 
The latest edition includes 128 

new pages of information 
primarily covering mountains in 
China, the Soviet Union, the 
Atlantic and Mediterranean 
regions, and eastern Europe. In 
a telephone interview, the 
author noted that he has 
purchased a generous amount 
of foreign guidebooks while 
travelling in the last few years. 
Data from these books, as well 
as conversations with many 
other world travellers, 
supplements the writer's 
experiences in this updated 
volume. 

Each entry in the third edition 
contains about 500 words of 
navigational and historical 
description along with a photo 
and sketch map of the region. 
While grammatical errors are 
not uncommon, basic • 
information is sound. Some 
entries embrace only one peak 
while others cover an entire 
mountain range. Generally, the 
routes described are the easiest 
or most-frequented arteries to 
the summits. Of nearly 450 
maps, Kelsey has climbed or 
attempted peaks on 319; in all, 
he has some first-hand 
knowledge of areas depicted in 
more than 81 percent of his 
maps. A handy number code on 
each map tells the reader how 
familiar the author is with that 
region. Each entry also names 
sources for additional written 

information or for more detailed 
maps. 
A major advancement in the 

new volume is the reproduction 
quality of the black and white 
photos. The author also has 
improved the clarity of his maps 
over those printed in previous 
editions. With added 
information and improved visual 
aids, the books is now more 
than ever a dream guide for 
climbers and trekkers. I find 
myself repeatedly thumbing 
through its 928 pages in search 
of peaks I want to visit -
mountains with magical names 
like Kangchenjunga, Kilimanjaro, 
Fairweather - and others more 
obscure that I might never see, 
like Roraima, a sandstone and 
conglomerate mesa in the 
Cordillera Pakaraima in 
Venezuela. 

In case you want to update an 
entry or add a mountain that is 
not included, the author's phone 
number appears on the first 
page. I rang him up to see 
where he was headed next and 
to ask if there was a fourth 
edition in the offing. 

"I plan on it," Kelsey said. 
"Because of the wars, I was 
turned away from Ethiopia when 
I tried to get in; I'd like to go 
back there. Before I could climb 
its highest peak, I was kicked out 
of Cuba when my visa expired in 
'89. I'm looking at the mid
Pacific region too," he added. 
I'm 48-years-old now and I have 
a knee that bothers me 
sometimes, so I might have to 
go for more remote but easier 
peaks now." 

Kelsey's Guide to the World 
Mountains is a great book to 
peruse by the fireplace with a 
hot toddy in hand. It is widely 
distributed in America and is 
available in the United Kingdom 
through Cordee. 
Marlin Stum 
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T he PROGRAM SYSTEM is 
a concept exclusive to 
BEAL, designed to improve 

the life and effectiveness of your 
rope. 
A computer directed operation 
controls the application of the 
PROGRAM SYSTEM to the braiding 
of the sheath : 
The first 1 ,5 metres at each end of 
the rope are supple braided for ease 
of tying-on and clipping-in.The next 
4 metres are tighter , to give 
maximum abrasion and use 
resistance in this section, which has 
to take nearly all sport-climbing falls. 
The central part of the rope is again 
supple for optimal handling quality. 
The PROGRAM SYSTEM is 
available on the following ropes : 
Laser 10mm - Edlinger 10,5mm -
Leader 11 mm. 

Supple sheath 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering 
and Ski-ing Equipment 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. 
(C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224 636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road 
Tel. 0619286613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies 
Climbers Shop 
Compston Corner 
Tel. 05394 32297 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd. 
9/ 10 Grampian Road 
PH22 1RH 
Tel. 0479 810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. 0479 656 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports Eqt. 
The Outdoor Centre 
70 High Street 
Tel. 0232 238572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232 248877 

Birmingham 
The Mountain Shop 
18/ 19 Snowhill Queensway, 4 
Tel. 0212366816 (S) 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports 
14 - 16 Priory House 
Queensway 4 
Tel. 021 236 8280 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre 
193 Church Street 
Tel. 0253 24307 

Bolton 
The Mountain Shop 
10 Manor Street 
Tel. 0204 386251 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M 'ntain Sports 
4 Jacob Street 
Manchester Rd ., 5 
Tel. 0274 728674 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd . 
BN2 4AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 

Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street (corner of 
Church Street), BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 
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Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road 
Tel. 0272 741157 

Bristol 
Taunton Leisure 
72 Bedminster Parade 
BS3 4HL 
Tel. 0272 637640 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street 
Tel. 0282 36816 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Road CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223 356207 

Cambridge 
Open Air Cambridge Ltd . 
11 Green St. 
CB2 3JU 
Tel. 0223 324666 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown 
The Climbing Shop 
Tel. 06904 205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904 232 

Carlisle 
Dennis English 
141 Lowther Street 
Tel. 0228 30239 

Cheltenham 
Backpacker Systems 
44 Winchcombe St. 
(Opp. the Odeon), GL52 2ND 
Tel. 0242 42200 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham 
7 Northgate Street 
Tel. 0244 318311 

Chesterfield 
Great Outdoors 
195 Chatsworth Rd . 
S40 2BA 
Tel. 0246 220287 
Fax. 0246 220287 

Chesterfield 
Wilderness Ways 
26/28 Park Road, S40 1 XZ 
Tel. 0246 201437 

Cirencester 
Cotswold Camping 
Broadway Lane , South Cerney 
Glos. GL7 5UQ 
Tel. 0285 860612 
Fax. 0285 860483 

Darlington 
Wild Trak 
155 Northgate 
Tel. 0325 286 917 

Derby 
Dert;>y Mountain Centre Ltd. 
85/89 King Street, DE 1 3EE (S) 
Tel. 0332 365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski & Climb 
47 Queen St. DE1 3DE 
Tel. 0332 295100 

Doncaster 
DMC Mountain Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Road (S) 
Tel. 0302 341756 

Edinburgh 
Nevisport 
81 Shandwick Place 
EH2 4SD 
Tel. 031 229 1197 

Forres 
Moray Mountain Sports 
7 North St. 
IV36 0AD 
Tel. 0309 74789 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd. 
High Street 
PH33 6EJ (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397 4921 

Glasgow 
High range Sports 
99 Great Western Road 
Tel. 041 332 5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041 332 4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp. 
72 High St. West 
Tel. 0457 854766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. 0479 2946 

Harrogate 
Wilderness Ways 
71 Station Parad e, HG1 1ST 
Tel. 0423 62874 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433 51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports 
9/ 11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG 
Tel. 0463 238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road . 
Tel . 0596 73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road 
Tel. 0524 66610 

Leeds 
Centres port 
57 /59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel. 0532 452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate 
Tel. 0532 444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner Mountain Sports 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533 551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0517096912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street 
Tel . 0286 870 327 

Llanberis 
Outside 
Old Baptist Chapel 
High St. 
Tel. 0286 871534 

London 
Alpine Sports 
215 Kensington High Street, W8 
Tel. 071 938 1911 

London 
Alpine Sports 
456 - 458 The Strand, WC2 
Tel. 071 839 5161 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd. 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden, WC2E 7HE 
Tel. 0712409577/8 (C) (M) (S) 

London 
Cotswold Camping 
42/44 Uxbridge Road 
Shepherds Bush, W12 8ND 
Tel. 081 743 2976 
Fax. 0817401490 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
150 Holborn 
(Corner Grays Inn Road), E1 
Tel 071 831 6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
188 Kensington High St. W8 7RG 
Tel. 071 937 0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Alpine Sports 
12 - 14 St. Mary's Gate, M1 1PX 
Tel. 061 832 5956 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4 
Tel. 061 834 0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Cotswold Camping 
6 Oxford Road , M1 5QA 
Tel. 0612364123 
Fax. 061 236 5851 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac 
56 North Parade 
Tel. 0629 3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways 
100 Newport Road 
Tel . 0642 248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop 
14High. St. MK111AF 
Tel. 0908 568913 (C)(M) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre 
34 Dean Street, NE 1 1 PG (C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 
091 221 0770 (Mail Order) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wild Trak, 
60 - 62 St. Andrew's St. NE1 5SF 
Tel. 091 2618 582 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings 
NE1 1RF 
Tel. 0632 24941 



Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd. 
13 - 17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner 
Mountain Sports 
120 Derby Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0602 417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite 
Rhodes Bank, Oldham OL 1 1T A 
Tel. 061 620 3900 

Perth 
Mountain Man Supplies 
14, Charlotte Street, 
PH1 5LL 
Tel. 0738 32368 (C)(M) 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure 
29 Lincoln Road PE1 2RH 
Tel. 0733 41381 

Plymouth 
Mountain Action 
50 Faraday Mill 
Prince Rock, PL4 OST 
Tel. 0752 226923 

Plymouth 
The Wide Blue Yonder 
107 North Hill, PL4 8JX 
Tel. 0752 227264 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd. 
40 - 41 Lune St. 
Tel. 0772 821903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre 
99 Caversham Road 
Tel. 0734 55589 

Reading 
Cotswold Camping 
213 London Road RG1 3NY 
Tel. 0734 68881 
Fax. 0734 351122 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd. 
41 Bell Street, RH2 7 AB 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd . 
343 London Road 
Tel. 0742 556018 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre 
Coach Street . 
Tel. 0756 4305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping 
118 High Street, SG1 3DW 
Tel. 0438 353086 (C) (M) 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate 
Tel. 061 480 3660 

Swansea 
Taunton Leisure 
206 High St. 
SA 1 1 PE 
Tel. 0792 476515 

Taunton 
Taunton Leisure 
40 East Reach, TA 1 3ES 
Tel. 0823 331875 

Walsall 
White Mountain 
31 Stafford Street 
Tel. 0922 722422 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406 229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd. 
9 Colliergate 
Tel. 0904 39567 

UNITED STATES 

California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works 
3049 Adeline, 94703 
Tel. 415 849 0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face 
2804 Telegraph Ave. 94705 
Tel. 415 548 1371 

California: Costa Mesa 
The North Face 
Crystal Court in South Coast 
Plaza, 
3333 Bear St., #332 
92626 
Tel. 714 556 0540 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213 790 2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face 
383 University Ave., 94301 
Tel. 415 327 1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernadino 
Sports Country Ltd. 
222 North G Street, Suite B 
92401 
Tel. 714 825 2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc. 
4620 Alvarado Canyon Road 
92120 
Tel. 714 283 2374 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering 
173 South Washington , 95370 
Tel. 209 532 5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer 
1329 Broadway, 80302 
Tel. 303 442 8355 
(C)(M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
North Face 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303 
Tel. 303 499 1731 

Colorado: Broomfield 
Lowe Alpine Systems 
PO Box 1449 
620 Compton, 80020. 

Colorado: Denver 
North Face 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd. 
80222 
Tel. 303 758 6366 

N.H.: lntervale 
Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc. 
RT 16, Box 206 03845 
Tel. 603 356 3042 

N.H.: Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment 
Main Street 03860 
Tel. 603 356 5287 

New York: New York 
Camp and Trail Outfitters 
21 Park Place, 10007 
Tel. 212 227 1760 (C) (M) 

Utah: Moab 
Rim Cyclery, 
94 West 100 North 84532 
Tel. 801 259 5333 

Vermont: Shelburne 
Climb High 
1861 Shelburne Road, 05482 
Tel. 802 985 5055 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works 
827 Bellevue Way N.E. 98004 
Tel. 206 453 1515 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122 
Tel. 206 323 8333 (C)(M)(S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest 
3320 Meridian Ave ., N., 98103 
Tel. 206 633 0408 (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face 
1023 1st Ave . 98104 
Tel. 206 622 4111 

Washington: Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply 
3730 South Pine 98409 
Tel. 206 472 4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering 
Main Square 
(P.O. Box 1533) 83001 
Tel. 307 733 3595 (C) (M) (S) 

AUSTRALIA 

A.C.T. Braddon 
Mountain Designs 
7 Lonsdale Street, 2601 
Tel. (062) 267 488 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St. 
Braddon, 2601 
Tel. (06) 257 3883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W. : Chatswood 
Travel & Trekking Equipment 
272 Victoria Avenue 
2067 
Tel. 02 419 6955 

N.S.W.: Jindabyne 
Paddy Pallin 
Kosciusko R., 2627 
Tel. (064) 56 2922 (S) (C) (M) 

N .S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
527 Kingsway, 2228 
Tel. (02) 525 6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Kathmandu Pty. Ltd. 
Town Hall Arcade 
Cnr. Kent & Bathurst Sts. 
Tel . (02) 261 8901 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd. 
291 Sussex St., 2000 
Tel. 02 264 3146 
Fax. 02 264 2645 

N.S.W.:Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
494 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 267 8238 

N.S.W. : Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2685 

N .S.W .: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment) 
327 Sussex St. 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker 
138 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006 
Tel. (07) 252 4408 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs 
99 Albert Street, 4000 
Tel. (07) 211 6756 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Mountain Designs 
185 Pulteney Street, 5000 
Tel. (08) 232 0690 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pallin 
228 Rundle St. 5000 
Tel. (08) 232 3155 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
76 Elizabeth St., 7000 
Tel. (002) 310 777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin 
59 Brisbane St., 7250 
Tel. (003) 31 4240 (C) (S) 

Victoria: Box Hill 
Paddy Pallin 
8 Market St., 3128 
Tel. (03) 898 8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
401 Riversdale Rd ., 3123 
Tel. (03) 882 7229 

Victoria: Hawthorn 
Mountain Designs 
654B Glenferrie Rd. 3122 
Tel. (03) 818 1544 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports 
360 Lonsdale Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 1177 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu Pty. Ltd. 
78 Hardware St. 
Tel. (03) 642 1942 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Mountain Designs 

377 Little Bourke St., 3000 
Tel. (03) 67 8238 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty Ltd. 
360 Little Bourke St., 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia : Perth 
Mountain Designs 
862 Hay St. , 6000 
Tel. (09) 322 4938 

Western Australia : Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
Shop 1, 891 Hay St. 6000 
Tel. (09) 321 2666 

' BELGIUM 

Leuven - Hasselt 
Kariboe C.V. 
Naamsesteenweg 86, B-3030 
Tel. 32/ 16 - 23.07.72 

32/11 - 81.76.39 
Fax. 32/16 - 20.54.46 
(C)(M)(S) 
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CANADA 

Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
1009 4th Avenue S.W. 
T2P OKS 
Tel. 403 269 2420 

B.C.: Vancouver , 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
428 West 8th Ave., V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604 872 8247 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
35 Front Street East, M4E 1 B3 
Tel. (416) 363 0122 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee 
2159 Est Rue Ste. Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 5241106 

DENMARK 

Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Schop) 
Algade 54, 9000 
Tel. 98 13 87 33 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Banegaardsgade 16 
Tel. 86 13 36 13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt. 
Brolaeggerstraede 6 
DK-1211, K. 
Tel. 33 32 00 82 Fax. 31 86 16 06 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. 33 12 55 22 Fax. 42 52 77 10 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. 42 87 04 67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Kongensgade 55, 5000 C 
Tel.66112418 

Taastrup 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
City 2, Plan 1, Nr.134, 2630 
Tel. 43 71 74 71 

GERMANY 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck 
Send linger Str. 85 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex 524 7 42 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel. (089) 237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment & 
Services 
1st Floor, 13 Saigon Street, 
Yaumatei, Kowloon 
Tel. 7820200, 7820202 
Fax. 852 7823661 
Telex. 71947 HYBME HX 

Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre 1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St. 
Mongkok, Kowloon .Tel. 3848190; 
3883625; Fax. 852 7707110 

Mountain Services lnt'I Ltd ., 
1st Floor 
168 Des Voeux Road 
Central 
Tel. 541 -8876 
Fax. 541 -7994 

NETHERLANDS 
Den Haag 
Bever Zwerfsport 
Erdman Schmidt 
Calandplein 4, 2521 AB 
Tel. 070-3883700 
Fax. 070-3800881 
Telx. 33524 BEVER NL 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Christchurch 
235 High Street (Head Office) 
Tel. 667 148/661 048 
Fax (64 3) 665375 
8 Stores Nationwide 

Christchurch 
Bivouac (Head Office) 
76 Cashel St. 
Tel. (643) 663 197 
Fa x. (643) 669 240 
Retail Stores: Auckland , 
Wellington 

Christchurch 
McEwing 's Mountain Sports Ltd . 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall 
Tel. 0064 03 666 211 (C) (M) 
Fax. 0064 03 666 211 

NORWAY 

Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948 
5001 
Tel . 05 31 1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering 
Equipment 
N 3560 Hemsedal 
Tel. 067 78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02 46 90 75 

SPAIN 

Madrid 
Amadablam 
Comandante Zorita, 13 
28020 
Tel. 91.253.05.31 

r 
MOUNTAIN HAS MOVED - NEW ADDRESS: GLOBE WORKS, PENISTONE ROAD, SHEFFIELD S6 3AE. TEL: 0742-822340 FAX: 0742-820016 
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BRAND NEW, THE MY 

AND SHOULDERS 

ALREADY HEAD 

LL THE REST. 

'RECORD-BREAKING 
ADHERENCE AND FIT 
(Patent N. 4822/A90) 
The Mythos is the new high-per
formance shoe created by '' La 
Sportiva". 
To tie the shoe there is the exclu
sive, patented UniLace System 
which ensures maximum comfort 
from the toe to the ankle even 
when sharply bending or twisting 
the foot. The lace passes inside 
the upper and 
circles the an
kle, distribut
ing the ten
sion evenly 
over the 
whole 

shoe 
avoiding the 

stretching. 
In addition, thanks to UniLace, it 

C L M B 

is easier 
a pair of 
on the lac 
to climb. 

faster to put on 
thos: a single pull 
and you are ready 

Mythos comes in soft suede in 
the most eye-catching colors for 
free climbing. 

RECORD-BREAKING 
HEEL GRIP AND 
PRECISION m 

(Patent N. l . 
4827/A90) 

The Soft Heel System 
is an innovative 
patented shell that 
ensures perfect fit of 

the heel and increases 
the area of support while 

diminishing internal compres
sion. 
In a heel hooking position the 

shell 
adapts 
to the ~
irregulari-~~ 
ty of the ·, ,~ 
rock and guaran- \ · "' 
tees maximum gripping with 
strong rear and lateral adher
ence. 
Should the climber fall to the 

m ground during bouldering or 
~ training traverses, the heel is pro

tected from shock by the exten
sive absorbent area. The techni
cal and production characteris
tics of the 

Mythos 
make it 
the ideal 
shoe for all types of climbs. 

@ ........... !'a...~Tm® 
38038 TESERO (TN) - Loe. Piera, 5/A - Tel. 0462/83052 - Telefax 0462/83213 
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