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Info 
Beghin and Profit Climb 
K2 via New Line Alpine 
Style 
KARAKORAM 
K2 (8611m) 

Without doubt the finest 
accomplishment of the summer season 
in the Pakistan Karakoram was the 
alpine style first ascent of the NW Ridge 

of K2 by the French pair of Pierre Beghin 
and Christoph Profit. The route had 
stopped previous fixed rope attempts 
by American , Polish and British teams. 
The upper section of the route would 
appear to be similar to the line taken by 
the Japanese in 1990 (see Mountain 

136) and then follows the 1982 N. Ridge 

Route to the top. 
The pair established their Base 

Camp below the Gilkey Memorial on 30 
June. From there they followed the 
route of the Polish and British teams in 
1982 and 86, first up the Savoia Glacier, 
and then avoiding the gendarmes that 
had defeated the Americans in 1975 by 
climbing the SW side of the ridge to gain 
the ridge itself at about 6700m. A small 
tent was placed at6900m, but the attempt 
was halted when Beghin developed 
bronchitis and the team returned to Base 
Camp to recuperate. Two further 
attempts were foiled by bad weather. 

The successful attempt began on 
13 August. From their ABC at 5600m on 
the Savoia Glacier, the pair ascended to 
the tent at 6900m. The following day, 
they continued up and to the left to join 
the N. Ridge at 7800m and bivouacked 
at7900m. On 15Augusttheytraversed 
onto the left of the ridge into a dangerous 
wind slab zone. The pair halted at 
81 00m to consider their options, but 
decided to press on and reached the 
summit as the sun was setting. The 
flash photographs taken on top were 
seen by trekkers at Concordia 15kms 
away! The pair then made a difficult 
descent in the dark to theirbivi at 7900m. 
Beghin described this last day as "really 
exhausting and very dangerous." I twas 
a truly remarkable ascent. 

The Beghin/Profit ascent was the 
first from Pakistan since the ill fated 
summer of 1986 when 13 climbers dies 
on the mountain. It was the only ascent 
of the mountain this summer as 
prolonged periods of bad weather and 
deep snow defeated and alpine style 
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attempt on the Abruzzi Ridge by the 
New Zealand pair Rob Hall and Gary 
Ball while a German team led by Sigi 
Hupfauer also failed on the same route. 

Broad Peak (8047m) 
Ten Japanese climbers from two 

separate expeditions reached the 
summit via the Ordinary Route in July. 
German , French , Japanese and 
Mexican expeditions failed on the same 
route during the summer. 

An eight member expedition 
comprising three Catalans , three 
Sherpas, an Italian and Austrian Kurt 
Diemberger reconnoitred the possibility 
of an ascent of Broad Peak from the 
Chinese side. They also hoped to climb 
the E. Face of the middle peak. By mid
September, they had placed camp 2 at 
6200m, but the final outcome is not yet 
known. 

Gasherbrum 2 (8035m) 
Of eight expeditions active on the 

Ordinary Route, three were successful. 
On 28 June, three members of a Swiss 
team, Philippe Menu, Felix Thurlir and 

Christian Haymoz reached the summit 
with a Pakistani porter, Ali Mohammed. 
A fall by Menu andThurlirduring descent 
was arrested without serious 
consequences. 

On 19 July, South Korean expedition 
leader Kim Chang-Sean reached the 
summit alone (his 3rd 8000er). He was 
followed a few hours later by three 
members of his expedition , and on the 

following day by five members of another 
South Korean expedition. 

An eight member international team 
led by Adrian Burgess encountered 
difficulties early on when British member 
Paul Moores fell into a deep crevasse 
and was held precariously by Burgess 
until he could be rescued. Burgess 
sustained leg injuries in the process. A 
high point of 7700m was eventually 
reached. 

These were the main events on the 
8000m peaks of the Karakoram in an 
otherwise quiet season. 

The advantage of the alpine style is 
clearly illustrated by the success of 

HIMALAYA 

lstJIO(trilf»IOllt (51~900) not,i,1,1,,-. 

Beghin and Profit on K2, although the 
short spells of good weather and the 
dangerous new snow they encountered 
also underlined the value of good luck. 

On the Lower Peaks of the Pakistan 
Karakoram, an attempt to complete the 
1984 British line on Bojohagur 
Duanasir (Ultar 2) (7329m) (mistakenly 
called Ultar 1 in some recent 
publications) Edi Birnbacher and Hans 
Feith (German) , Gunther Steinmair 
(Austrian) and Mike Henry (American) 
was abandoned at 6000m due to the 

.I 

dangers of the approach and bad 
weather. Meanwhile on Ultar 1 (7388m), 
Mick Fowler, Crag Jones , Victor 
Saunders (GB) and Steve Sustad (USA) 

Above: The North West 
Aspect of K2 showing the line 
of Beghin and Profit's 
remarkable new route. 
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CORRESPONDENTS: 
Beghin, Eguskitza, 
Hawley, Kapadia, Nyka, 
Saunders, Steinmar. 

divided their efforts on attempts to climb 
this unclimbed summit. Saunders and 
Sustad had reached 6500m on the SE 

Face when, within one pitch, Saunders' 
crampons and Sustad's ice axe broke -
the first time either had broken a piece 
of equipment in 20 years of climbing. 
Fowler and Jones reached a similar 
height on the SW Face before they ran 
out of food and decerit weather. The 
latter pair did manage the first ascent of 
Hunza Peak (6200m) as consolation . 

EASTERN KARAKORAM 
Chong Kumdan 1 (7076m) and Chong 
Kumdan Group 

An Inda-British expedition climbed 
ten peaks in this unexplored area NE of 
the Saser La (see article this issue). 

The main peak was climbed alpine style 
by 4 British members - Dave Wilkinson, 
Bill Church, Neil McAdie and John Porter 
in a 13 hour push via the NW Face and 

Ridge. Three days were spent in 
approach from Base Camp to a bivi at 
6200m that enabled the team to make 
the ascent in a day. The route was 
graded alpine D+. A number of other 
ascents of peaks were made by various 
members of the team including Kichik 
Kumdan (6640m) (Lindsay Griffin and 
Paul Nunn), CK4 (6520m) (Church and 
Wilkinson) , CKS (6520m) (all British 
members with Bupesh Ashar and Ajay 
Tambe) , Landay (6170m) (Church and 
McAdie) and Laknis (6235m) and 
Terong Kumdan (6456m) by various 
members of the team while exploring 
the N. Chong Kumdan Glacier. 

Large Increase in 
Peak Fees for India 
and Nepal 
In August 1990, the Indian 

Mountaineering Foundation 

announced an increase in peak fees 

amounting to 200-300 percent. The 

increases were discussed at the 

December meeting of the Expeditions 

Commission of the UIAA and the 

Indian delegate, Col. Narinder Kumar, 

promised to take up the concern 

expressed about the high level of 

increase with the IMF. A positive 

response has led to the introduction 

of the more modest increases shown 

here (in US dollars): 

Below 6000m ...... .. .. .... .... ..... ... .. .. $600 

6001 -6500m .. .. .. .... .. .. ...... ......... . $900 

6501 -7000m ... ... .. .. .. .... ... .. .. ..... $1350 

7001 and above .... .... .. ............... $1800 

Nu~ and Kun in Kashmir ...... .. .. . $2250 

Peaks in East Karakoram ........ . $3000 

On 20 September 1990, the Ministry 

ofTourism In Nepal announced price 

increases beginning in March 1992, 

doubling current prices on most 

peaks and increasing the cost of 

Everest more than fourfold. There 

are also additional fees added for 

each member above nine on any 

expedition. 

HIMALAYA 

expeditions visiting Nepal. Firstly, 

there is likely to be a reduction in the 

number of self financed teams and 

an increase in commercial 

expeditions. Commercial expeditions 

are run for profit and normally visit 

only established routes on well 

known peaks. The members of such 

trips are usually strangers to each 

other and in some cases cannot even 

communicate in a common language. 

It is also likely that small, selffinanced 

teams will seek cheaper alternatives 

either in other countries or on the 

lower peaks in Nepal. This could put 

pressure on other areas, and perhaps 

open up other sensitive areas that 

currently have few or no visitors. 

There is also the likelihood of an 

increase in the number of those who 

try to climb without permission, 

although this should be discouraged 

in the interests of the wider climbing 

community. 

REVISED NEPAL PEAK FEES 

The Ministry announced thatthe price 

increases were being made " in 

consideration of environmental 

conservation. " The main aim seems 

to be to reduce pressure on Everest 

and other popular 8000m peaks. The 

Ministry also cited the view of Sir 

Edmund Hillary that Everest should 

be closed completely for several 

years in order to give the mountain 

time to cleanse itself. The Nepalese 

authorities have at least decided 

against such drastic action, but at 

the same time there does not seem to 

be any clear statement regarding the 

impact of trekking in sensitive areas 

which many experts feel exerts far 

greater environmental impact than 

mountaineering. 

The Expeditions Commission of the 

UIAA will again seek consultation 

with the Nepalese Ministry of Tourism 

in an attempt to obtain a reduction Qf 

the fees. In the interest of 

mountaineering in the greater ranges, 

surely there is now a requirement for 

a more uniform approach to all the 

issues of the mountain environment. 

Despite a number of well meaning 

conferences and joint statements by 

various bodies in recent years, this 

has not yet happened. Perhaps the 

time is right for some type of 

regulatory body comprising 

representatives from mountaineering 

bodies and individual nations to be 

set up under the auspices of the 

United Nations to examine all the 

issues and make recommendations 

to countries with high mountains in 

sensitive environments. We have to 

accept that some of the 

recommendations and future 

controls placed on mountaineering 

may not please all mountaineers or 

commercial organisations, but these 

are long term issues which cannot be 

ignored. 
Mountain/Group 1-9 Members 

Everest $10,000 

Other 8000m peaks $8,000 

7501 -7999m $3,000 

7001 -7500m $2,000 

6501-?000m $1 ,500 

Below 6500m $1 ,000 

10 

Each Extra Member 

$1200 

$800 

$400 

$300 

$200 

$100 

Despite the fact that the Nepalese 

rupee has recently been devalued by 

20%, the increases could have 

One-off, short term increases of peak 

fees in one country is not going to 

solve the worldwide issues. 

dramatic effects on the nature of John Porter 
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SOUTH AMERICA 

Kosjek Solos 
New Line on 
Huascaran 
Sur 
PATAGONIA 
Fitzroy Group 

While the weather was rather unstable 
this season in the Fitzroy group a number of 
new routes were done on the Cerro Torre 
massif by two Austrian climbers. Toni 
Ponholzer and Tommi Boni pace arrived in E1 
Challen in August and hauled loads through 
sometimes deep snow to the Bridwell camp. 
They warmed up by bagging the first winter 
ascent of Cerro Standhardt via the Bridwell 
Route (third ascent overall) in three days of 
climbing. They then climbed a new route on 
the SE Face of Bifida (8 pitches, VII+) , making 
the third overall ascent of this peak also. 
Soon after the pair apparently became the 
firstto reach the summit of the Perfil de Indio 
(5 pitches, Ill) . Further to the North they 
climbed all the summits of the Quatro de 
Dedos , each by a new route. The 
southernmost summit was reached from the 
col after two pitches of VI I+ . The two smaller, 
centre summits each involved one pitch of 
climbing from a col, and were also VII+. The 
tallest, northernmost summit of the formation 
had been reached previously, and was 
climbed via a new seven pitch route at VI. By 
January the team had turned its attention to 
the Egger Route on Cerro Torre. Both 
climbers hail from Toni Egger's hometown 
in Austria, and were attempting the second 
ascent. Climbing alpine style they reached a 
high point above the Cerro Torre/Torre Egger 
col. The climbing was reported to be very 
serious and difficult. 

Cerro Torre repulsed all attempts until 
28 January 1991 when numerous parties 
reached the summit via the Compressor 
Route. Seattle residents Andy DeKlerk and 
Julie Brugger reached the top on that date, 
and went on to repeat the Pio/a Route on the 
lnominata soon afterwards. Previous to 
their success on Cerro Torre they also 
repeated the Pio/a Route on the Macho, 
saying it was of excellent quality. 

Paine Group 
A pair of Chilean climbers suffered an unusual 
Patagonian weather problem before making 
the second alpine-style ascent of the Clough 
'68 Route on the Fortress on 18 January 
1991 . To their surprise Aldo Boitano and 
Juan Montes found they had to climb a 
300m, 5.9/A3 variant where ice had melted 
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off following the English ascent a week earlier. 
Boitano and Esteban Chacon climbed a new 
route on the S peak of the Identical Twins 
(Gemelo Sur) on 4 February by way of 5.9 
cracks and a 200m ice couloir. On 28 
January Torre Central received its first 
Japanese ascent when T. Fujiwara and 
H.Sakurai climbed the Bonington-Whillans 
Route. 

The previously unclimbed East Face of 
Cerro Paineta (2100 m) came under the 
scrutiny of a French team comprising Y 
Boullen, P Faivre, L Permollet, D Ravanel and 
J Ruby. The result was Blue Note Memories 
(800 m) which takes the left side of the face 
at 6c and A3. 

PERU 
Cordillera Blanca 

Many of the climbers who went to South 
America this Sum mer chose to wade through 
the deep snow from a mid-season storm in 
Bolivia's Cordillera Real. Despite this a 
number of new routes were climbed in the 
Cordillera Blanca of Peru . Above the normal 
Al pa mayo base camp is the long S wall of the 
Pukahirka-Puka.rashta ridgeline which had 
remained untouched until a British team 
climbed five lines on it in June. Neil Kemp, 
Duncan Thomas (Australia) and David 
Sharman took an easy gully between 
Pukarashta Central and Oeste on 15 June 
1991 to link with the West Ridge Route 
climbed by Kekus and Howard in 1980; 
450m, D-. The next day Phil Moorey, Mick 
Davie and Steve Di Ponio reached the summit 
of Pukarashta Central, (c.5650) after climbing 
the S Face; TD-. Then the team divided into 
three pairs with Simon Lee joining Kemp to 
climb a Scottish-style gully on the SW Face 
of Pukarashta Oeste (c.5450m), on 19 June; 
550m, D+. Sharman and Thomas trudged 
further along the glacierto the obvious couloir 
on the SW Face of Pukahirka Sur; TD, 800m. 
They reached the top early on the morning of 
20 June as Moorey and Davie were climbing 
the difficult S Face of Pukarashta Este 
(c.5700m). After reaching the summit 
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Moorey fell in an abseiling accident leaving 
Davie to solo down the route (ED1 , 550m) 
and seek help. Moorey subsequently died on 
21 June whilst being evacuated. The following 
week the Austrian Gerhard Feichtenschlager 
was busy soloing routes on a pair of small 
summits between Jatunmontepunku and 
Pukaranra. The northern summit is c.5350m 
and the southern c.5340m. He climbed short 
easy routes on the N Face and SW Ridge of 
P5350 and the easy NE Face of P5340 before 
climbing directly up the seracs of the SW 
Face of P5340 on 27 June; 250m, D. 

Soloing became the norm and on 13 
July Davie returned to Quebrada Santa Cruz 
and climbed the SE Face of Kurikashajana, 
551 Om, following the obvious left to right 
traverse line; AD. The next day, far away to 
the S the Slovenian Pa vie Kozjek made a bold 
ascent of the NE Face of Huascaran Sur. 
Kozjek linked the icefields left of B.Grison's 
solo of exactly six years before, to join 
Grison's line at ca.6200m; TD+. This is 
probably the most significant route of the 
season and seems likely to be followed by 
more from him in years to come. Sharman 's 
nextventurewas less successful. He climbed 
a new line on Abasraju (believing he was on 
another mountain) but then probably failed 
to go to the true summit after becoming 
confused in clouds. This was annoying and 
so he teamed up with Feichtenschlager to do 
the SW Ridge lntegrale of Paqtsaraju , 5741 m, 
taking in the two lesser S summits on the 
way (PD) . Thomas and Sharman got lost 
again and accidentally traversed the high col 
between the two summits of Tumarinaraju 
before Sharman soloed a possible new route 
up the WNW Ridge of Shaqsha, 5703m, on 
14 August; AD+. 

Many other ascents of normal routes 
were made during the season with Alpamayo 
Huascaran, and Copa proving the most 
popular choices asusual. The only other 
accident of note was when the local rock 

; 

band fell through the stage after the 1991 
national climbing competition , although 
happily only their i'nstruments were broken 
(to the relief of many) . 

Above: Huascaran from 
Llanganucco, looking up a. 
Anqosh. 1- N.E. Face of 
Huascaran Sur (TD+); 
P.Kozjek !4th July 1991. 
2- N.E. Face of Huascaran Sur 
(ED 1 ), 8. Grison 14th July 
1985. 3- N.E. Face Huascaran 
Norte (ED1), M. Barrard, L. 
Desrivieres, G. Narbaud, J. 
Ricouard, 18th August 1973. 

Drawing by David Sharman. 
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Above: The West Face of 11/ampu, Cordillera Real, showing the lines of.· Left: Nada Maflana, Right: Paris-Texas. 
Photo: Miha Vreca. 
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Addenda 
In response to the news item published in 
Mountain 139, information has been received 
on two notable ascents in the Blanca during 
1990. 

On Chakraraju Este , Slovenian climber 
Pavle Kozjek made a speedy first solo ascent 
of the Richey-Brewer Route, descending by 
the same line, on 14 June. Rock difficulties 
of V+ and snow/ice up to 85 degrees were 
encountered. 

In common with a number of other 
peaks in the region which offer more mixed 
climbing , Nevada Cayesh has lost a fair 
proportion of snow from its various faces in 
recent years, making the climbing easier and 
probably accounting for the dramatic cut in 
ascent times. The true West Face of this 
impressive spire, first climbed in 1988 by the 
Germans Roeper and Steinsberger, was 
repeated on August 3-4 by Paul Harrington 
and f\,)anuel Anson. After the initial rightward 
slanting rocky ramps_ (5 pitches: IV-V) the 
route takes a fairly direct line for a further 8-
9 pitches to reach the South ridge just below 
the summit (the pair were unable to overcome 
the final 15m mushroom of vertical powder!) 
The meat of the climb involved steep and 
poorly protected runouts on rock of a less 
than perfect nature (VI-). However, unlike 
other lines on the mountain, this route is 
relatively free from objective danger and 
could well become the most popular means 
of ascent in the future. 
Cordillera Real · 
MatjazJamnik, Miha Kajzelj, Mare Vrevc and 

Miha Vreca spent more than a month in 
Cordillera Real. They acclimatised on Huayna 
Potosi, reaching the summit on June 13 
1991 by the Normal Route. 

The team then moved to Sorata to 
organize transport to Aguas Calientes by 
truck and mules reaching base camp just 
below the glacier on June 21st. 
lllampu West Face 

After fixing the rope in the first rock 
pitch Vrevc and Vreca climbed a new route 
Nada Mananaon June 25, reaching the North 
Summit (6340m) in twelve hours. Most of 
the route involved snow and ice climbing but 
also has five pitches of mixed rock and ice 
climbing. (ED+, 85°, VI-N, AO, 60° - 70° 
(UIAA) 1200m.) From the North Summit 
they followed the ridge to the South Summit 
and descended by Normal Route (55°). 
lllampu West Face 

Jarnnik and Kajzelj fixed ropes on the 
first four rock pitches on June 24. On June 
26 after fifteen hours of climbing theyfinished 
their new route Paris-Texas to the South 
Summit (6380 m) . The first four pitches are 
rock climbing and the rest is snow and ice 
climbing. Grade: ED VI+, 70°N-VI , 60°-70° 
(U IAA) 900m. They descended by the Normal 
Route. 
Huayna Potosi West Face 

On July 5 Jamnikand Vrevc climbed the 
central part of the West Face of Huayna 
Potosi to give probably a new route -
lndependencia (75°/55°-70°, 900m). 

David Sharman 

UNITED STATES 

City of Rocks, Idaho 
When the United States Congress 
established the City of Rocks National 
Reserve, Idaho in 1988 it stated that a 
comprehensive plan directed at protecting, 
preserving and interpreting the Reserve be 
formulated. (It should be noted that in 1964 
the City of Rocks was designated a National 
Historic Landmark "because of its 
relationship to the California Trail and the 
history of American westward migration 
during the mid-1800's." Thus the areas 
contribution to western antiquity and the 
preservation thereof is of significant 
importance to any management plan.) Since 
this lime, information has been compiled 
by a 14 member planning team through the 
efforts of historians, natural scientists, 
landscape architects and public input 
gleaned from letters, questionnaires and 
11 meetings held in southern Idaho and 
northern Utah. As the information gathering 
portion of the planning process draws to a 
close, the planning team is now focusing 
on various management possibilities and 
has presented lour management draft 
alternatives for public review and comment. 
While these lour alternatives are currently 
in a state ollluxand in no way representthe 
'only' possibilities (public comment on 
future management drafts will also be 
considered), they are an attempt to define 
the course that future management may 
take. 

Alternative No 1 is the most 'user 
friendly' toward the climbing community 
and under its proposals, "Most rock 
climbing areas would remain open to the 
activity. The notable exceptions would be 
1. the inscription rocks (Treasure, Camp, 
Register, Monkey Face, Crystal, Stewart, 
Elephant's Head, Pagoda/Skeleton, Carson, 
City Limits, Giant Toadstool, Kaiser 's 
Helmet, and Devils Bedstead/Saddle); 2. 
the research natural area; and 3. the laces 
of Twin Sisters visible from the trail, to 
allow visitors to experience this historic 
trail landmark without being distracted by 
non-historic activities." Each progressive 
alternative becomes more restrictive 
towards the climbing public and cumulates 
with Alternative 4 which states that, "All 
commercial livestock grazing and trailing, 
and some existing recreational uses of· 
public lands, including rock climbing, would 
be incompatible with this concept and would 
be discontinued." Regardless of how · 
'friendly' the final management plan may 
prove to be, some restrictions on climbing 
and other recreational activities have 
already been adopted , such as a prohibition 
on Power Drills and camping in designated 
sites by permit only. In late August the last 
of the two public comment meetings were ' 
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Threat to Climbing at City of 
Rocks as Management 
Plans Considered 

Mark Weber on Thin Slice (5.1Gb), Parking Lot Rock, City of Rocks, Idaho. Photo: Weber. 

held in Burley Idaho and through the course 
of discussions it was obvious that the vast 
majority of those in attendance (including 
the National Park Service) opposed 
Alternative No 4 because of its oppressive 
restrictions. 

Also of importance, many local 
residents in attendance voiced hostilities 
aimed at the National Park Service, County 
Administrators and Climbers, blaming these 
for "dragging their feet " , restricting their 
use of private property and generally 
"ruining the whole area" (approximately 
half of the land within the City of Rocks 
Reserve is in private ownership). On the 
positive side, the climber advocate group 

Nov/Dec 1991 

"Friends of The City of Rocks" in cooperation 
with the National Park Service took action 
to help minimize public impact by 
sponsoring several improvements within 
the reserve. Toilet facilities and resource 
protection aids were installed, most notably 
a bridge and trail system that accesses 
popular formations in the parking lot rock 
area. 

While the wheels of bureaucracy will 
no doubt continue to turn very slowly, the 
promise of an enforceable management 
plan at the City of Rocks seems a little 
closer. 

Mark Weber 

I 

THE ALPS 

Mont Blanc 
With so much activity and competition 
in the massif it's inevitable that certain 

'inaccuracies' crop up from time to time . 

Even local activists with .an enormous 
'in-depth' knowledge of the area e.g. 

Patrick Gabarrou have (unwittingly), 

during the last decade, created several 
excellent 'first ascents ' of previously 

climbed lines. In an attempt to maintain 

some historical accuracy :-

A recent addition to the North Face of 
the Grand Pilierd'Angleby PTamagnini 

starts up the Dufour-Frehel but then 

links various sections of previous routes 

and appears to cover little, if any, new 

ground. On the Freney Face, Ghersen's 

solo ascent of the Hidden Pillarwas not 
the first, that accolade going to Marco 

Bernadi; on the Central Pillar, the first 

free ascent of the Original Route was 

achieved as long ago as 1986 by Serge 

Casteran. Finally, on the Aiguille de 

Blatiere, the modern route, Les 
Diamants du President (Route 140 in 

Piola's Topo Guide) is in fact Old Wave 
climbed way back in 1977 by Rick 

Accomazzo and Rob Muir who , 

incidentally, thought it of excellent quality 
and 'about 5.10'. 

Winter 
Despite a poor start to the season, 

conditions during the Winter/Spring 

months were generally good throughout 

the Alps. A few spells of bad weather 

were separated by longer periods of 
anticyclonic stability, which gave icy 

temperatures in January, but more 

milder conditions in February/March. 
The heavy snowfalls of the Autumn and 

during December/January , 

accompanied by relatively warm 

termperatures, went a long way towards 
restoring all those lovely ice runnels 

and couloirs, dried out by too many 

recent hot summers. But there was little 

cause for opt imism. Although the 

snowline in May/June was still 

remarkably low, long periods of settled 

weather quickly ate into this and the 

conditions on mixed routes were rapidly 

becoming mediocre or worse by the 

start of the summer. The bottom line 

appears to be that the deficit in the 'high 
mountains' is just too great and the 

effects will be felt by alpinists for a very 
long time to come. 

It's been a while now since we have 

witnessed such a build-up of ice and the 

more popular excursions were climbed 

almost daily during the latter part of the 

season . The · Swiss Route on the 
Courtes, for example, received at least 

M.E.F 
Expeditions 
Review 

The Mount Everest 

Foundation is hosting 

an evening of lectures 

covering expeditions 

that it has supported 

during 1991 at the 

Alpine Club, 55 

Charlotte Road, London 

EC2A 3QT, on Friday 

17th January 1992. 

Charlie Clarke and Bill 

Ruthven are organizing 

this non-profit-making 

evening which includes 

bar and buffet. Tickets 

cost £10 including food 

or £3.00 for the lectures 

only and are available 

from Bill Ruthven, MEF 

Hon. Sec., Gowrie, 

Cardwell Close, 

Warton, Preston PR4 

1SH England, or from 

the Alpine Club. 
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Below: The remarkable 
Slovenian alpinist Slavko 
Sveticic (33) who has made 
some very impressive winter 
solos recently including the 
Harlin Route on the Eiger in 
February 1990. Photo: Malte 
Roeper. 
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8 ascents on the 2nd February out of 
which 4 were made solo! The Droites 
was climbed fairly regularly up to the 
beginning of July and thereafter appears 
to have seen almost no traffic throughout 
the summer. As an unfortunate by
product , several huts, notably the 
Argentiere, became veritable rubbish 
tips! 
Apart from those routes mentioned in 
previous issues, other significant 
achievements were: 
Aiguille Du Fou 
JC Lataille continued his series of chilly 
solitary exploits by making the first winter 
solo of the classic 1963 Route on the 
South Face at the beginning of March. 
Later, on the 22nd, he snatched an 
ascent of the Amercan Direct on the 
Dru, descending from the 'Jammed 
Block' in a storm. 
Aiguille De La Varappe 
Michel Piola, climbing with P. d'Alboy, 
made the first winter ascent of his own 
1990 rock route Et je suis le vent on the 
South-West Face. Conditions for the 
ascent, completed comfortably in rock 
boots on the 3rd February were 
excellent. 
Les Droites 
Slavko Sveticic, climbing alone on 11 
March, completed the Boivin-Gabarrou 
Route on the left side of the North Face. 
This was also the first true solo ascent 
in any season. He later soloed the 
CouloirGinat(Brech des Droitescouloir) 
and finally the rarely climbed Central 
Couloiron the Aiguille de Talefre. 

Bregaglia 
Pizzo Terrone Occidentale 
Ubaldo Pasqualotto reports another new 
route on the West Face, taking the 
steep slabs to the left of the well known 
Gugiatti Route. 
Parruffone starts with a thin crack which 
leads to a line of prominent chimney
cracks splitting a series of overlaps. 

Above, it moves left and follows a large 
slab to the top of the buttress. Climbed 
on 11 August 1990 with Merizzi, the 
difficult pitches went at a 'reasonable' V 
and VI. 
Lindsay Griffin 

BRITISH ISLES 

Rowland Edwards 
Gains Support fron, 
Lands End Owner 
for Cornish Granite 
Bolting Ca111paign 
Editorial Comment: A couple of weeks ago a press release arrived at the 
Mountain office outlining an extensive programme of bolting on the granite 
cliffs of Lands End. The tone of the release was pure "Blue Suit" big
business hype. A sort of "Hey look at this climbing thing - it's dangerous -
how come they haven't discovered that bolts can make it safe?" The blurb 
went on to herald a Brave New World of safe climbing for the rest of Britain 
pioneered by the visionary approach at Land's End. I was incredulous until 
I read further and discovered that the man behind this travesty is none other 
than Rowland Edwards. Having been convincingly out-voted on the bolting 
issue at a recent B.M.C. South West Committee meeting Edwards has 
"taken his bat home" in a big way by gaining the ear of a powerful business 
organisation and convincing them of the validity of his ethics. When I met 
Rowland at Harrogate, prior to receiving this document, he defended his 
previous bolting efforts on environmental grounds, blaming nuts and 
friends for damaging the rock and stating that he would rather see a bolt 
next to a nutting crack as standard practice in Britain! 
So, readers , reproduced below is the press release from Lands End 
Limited , the response from the B.M.C. and reaction from the Association of 
British Mountain Guides of which Edwards is a member. Bernard Newman. 

Changing the Face of Rock Climbing in 
Britain 
The famous granite cliffs of Land's 
End are to be a testing ground for 
new safety and environmental 
controls that could fundamentally 
alter the fast-growing sport of rock
climbing. 
The moves have been prompted by 
increasing concern over cliff-face 
erosion and a growing threat to 
climbers' safety due to inadequate in 
situ protection and lack of regulatory 
control over climbing activity. 
It is acknowledged that the planned 
new measures - hopefully for 
implementation by next summer -
could be regarded as detracting from 
the sport's essential sense of 
adventure and freedom. 
But the alternative, it is argued, is a 
growing risk of tragedy and a Britain 
of "vertical deserts" where climbers 
are ultimately banned from climbing 
altogether. 
The proposed Land's End 
programme will be supervised by 
Rowland Edwards, director of the 
Sennen-based International School 
of Rock-Climbing and recognised as 
one of Europe's top climbing 
instructors. 

In the Land's End climbing areas -
where crags of 50 to 200 feet are 
tackled by some 2,000 climbers 
annually - steel pitons (metal spikes 
driven into crevices) will be banned 
and climbers will be required to use 
permanently installed stainless steel 
bolts or stainless steel pitons. 
All pitons already there will be 
replaced by bolts or stainless steel 
pitons. 
At the top of climbing routes which 
have been identified as 
environmentally sensitive, bolts will 
be drilled in for climbers to abseil 
down again on completion of their 
climbs, instead of walking off along 
the clifftop. , 

Mr Edwards explained that the hard 
steel pitons were both dangerous to 
climbers and environmentally 
harmful. 
When left in the rock face, they were 
subject to erosion through long-term 
exposure to the elements, but their 
deteriorating condition would not 
necessarily be identified as such by 
climbers prior to putting their trust in 
them. 
They were also leaving large unsightly 
rust stains on the cliff face and, by, 
being chiselled in, were opening up 
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large and damaging cracks that were 
irrepairable by natural means. 
With more and more climbers coming 
to Land's End, Mr Edwards continued, 
large areas at the top of the cliffs 
were in danger of being eroded away 
by climbers clambering off on 
completion of their adventures. Areas 
that were green and colourful now 
would become bare brown, losing 
their grass and abundant vegetation 
and working down to bedrock. 
The creation of these impromptu 
footpaths, in turn, would create added 
danger by drawing tourists to the 
edge of the cliffs. 
Cairns Boston, head of the 
management team at Land's End, 
commented: "We have reached the 
point where, without these new 
measures, we would have to give 
serious consideration to banning 
rock climbing altogether at Land's 
End. 
"It is a question of exercising 
responsibility by introducing a 
measure of control, rather than having 
an open-ended agreement that 
culminates in someone getting killed. 
"We must not lose the very qualities 
that climbers come here for, but 
without a measure of control the rock 
faces will become more dangerous 
and less environmentally attractive." 
Mr Edwards forecast that Land's End 
would eventually be seen as having 
set an example to the rest of the 
nation. 
Crags in various parts of the country 
were coming under "enormous 
pressure" from climbers who simply 
did not realise the damage they were 
doing, he explained. 
Rock faces were being eroded and 
plants that had taken millions of years 
to establish themselves were being 
destroyed almost literally overnight, 
said Mr Edwards. 
"They are actually wearing the crags 
away in some places," he added. "The 
trouble is that when it all started a 
hundred years ago no-one envisaged 
just how popular rock-climbing would 
become. 
"It is one of the fastest-growing sports 
in Europe, but if we do not act now we 
will see the same kind of Draconian 
measures becoming necessary in 
Britain as are already being 
undertaken in Europe. 
"In Belgium and Germany in 
particular, they are actually banning 
climbing because of the 
environmental threat." 

Nov/Dec 1991 

Mr Edwards reflected: "I have al ready 
been slated over and over again by 
local climbers for putting bolts into 
the rock face at Land's End, but this 
is the way forward; of that I have no 
doubt. 
"I have no wish to take the adventure 
out of climbing - that is not in my 
professional interests, after all - but I 
would be a hypocrite if I did not accept 
that we are causing environmental 
damage. The challenge is to stop that 
damage without stopping climbing." 
Mr Edwards, said he had been 
encouraged by the response to his 
proposals from a National Trust 
officer who had recently visited 
Land's End 
"We were in accord over the areas 
that are most in need of conservation 
and to have someone of this stature 
behind me shows that my thinking is 
along the right lines," he said. 
He added: "We are not suggesting 
that all rock climbs should have in 
situ protection placed in them; only 
the ones which need it. 
"Not all rock climbers end up on 
vegetation [sic]. It's a matter of 
identifying each climb and its 
possible effects on the surrounding 
environment." 
Mr Edwards, 54, has been rock
climbing for more than 30 years, 29 of 
them as a professional guide (he is 
the only one in the South West of 
England). He is now seeking support 
for his proposals from the British 
Mountaineering Council. 

B.M.C. Response 
Lands End Limited Advised to Think 
Again By Expert Mountaineering 
Body Regarding Potentially 
Dangerous Situation. 
Changing The Face Of Rock Climbing 
in Britain is the title of a press release 
issued on 2nd October by Land's End 
Limited. It states that: 
"All pitons already there (Land's End) 
will be replaced by bolts or stainless 
steel pitons" and that atthe top of certain 
cliffs, "bolts will be drilled in for climbers 
to abseil down again on completion of 
their climbs. " 
The reasons given for these proposals 
are concerned with the safety of climbers 
and the public, and also the protection 
of the cliff environment. Indeed, Land's 
End Limited have been respected as 
responsible landowners by the climbing 
community. However, the BMC believes 
that the proposals put forward may be 
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counter-productive and urge____a].[ 

members of the public to note that 
climbing remains a risk sport. whether 
using bolt protection or not. 
The BMC's Access & Conservation 
Committee's experience in protecting 
British cliffs is second to none, yet they 
have not been consulted for advice and 
comment on the situation at Land's End. 
The solutions being proposed by Land's 
End Limited of using bolts will not stop 
accidents and, in the long term. the 
bolts themselves will suffer the same 
effects of corrosion as the other in-situ 
equipment they seek to replace. 
An important factor which Land's End 
Limited may have overlooked is their 
exposure to liability in the event of any 

accident if they or their agents place 
bolts for use by climbers. The BMC are 
seeking an urgent meeting with Land's 
End Limited to advise them of the 
possible implications of their proposed 
actions. 
The press release refers to problems 
encountered in European countries. 
From what is stated, it is clear that 
Land's End Limited is not aware of the 
problems encountered in Europe which , 
according to the national 
mountaineering bodies in those 
countries, have been caused by the 
excessive use of bolts. Indeed, in the 
Land's End situation there are different 
hazards presented by the effects of the 
sea and tides . 
Earlier this year the world body for 
climbing , the UIAA, issued grave 
warnings about the indiscriminate use 
of fixed equipment. In all the BMC 
meetings arranged to discuss fixed 
equipment around Britain, there has 
only been one dissenting voice against 
the huge majority who stated clearly 
that there is no place for bolts in Cornish 
rock climbing . 

ABMG Reaction 
The Association of British Mountain Guides (BMG) is deeply concerned 
by the press release issued by Land's End Limited entitled "Changing 
the Face of Rock Climbing in Britain" and strongly urges Land's End 
Limited to work in co-operation with the BMC when considering the 
future of climbing at Land's End cliffs. 

The BMG strongly supports the policies of the BMC concerning fixed 
equipment. The Guides Association is in complete agreement with the 
overwhelming majority of British climbers who feel that there is no place 
for bolt protection in Cornish sea cliff climbing . 
The Guides Association recognises the BMC's Access & Conservation 
Committee as the only voice in Britain capable of speaking on behalf 
of the climbifig . community with regard to the protection of cliff 
environments. 
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Above: Climbers are escorted from the Castlemartin Ranges following the mass tresspass. Access to military ranges in National Parks is long overdue for revie w. 
Photo: Ivan Coleman. 

Castlemartin 
Mass Trespass 
Well Supported. 
Highlights 
Problems of 
Access to MOD 
Ranges. 

Daft as well as Deaf 
"Rugged raiders scale forbidden •heights" the 
Independents headline read , reporting on October 
20th's foray into the 'forbidden' Castle martin tank ranges 
in Pembrokeshire . As a chilly dawn broke, 50 climbers, 
most feeling distinctly un-rugged, gathered at Stack 
Rocks car park and set off into the Ranges, accompanied 
by reporters and photographers from the Independent, 
Western Mail, Mountain, and On the Edge. "No 
headlights. At the double. Keep to the coastal rim " - the 
nervous jokes rang out - but it was 'Dad's Army' not 
'Tumbledown '. Beneath the greai l~aning wall of . 
"Greenham Common ", on the spectacular tilted· 
pavements of the wash, the atmosphere changed again 
- "like Woodstock" bleary eyed overhungs murmured, 
gazing up in wonder at the overhangs above them and 
seals lolloping across the smooth limestone. 
So far so good. For 50 climbers, from all over England 
and Wales, to assemble at 7.30 am in the Western 
Ranges on a "mass trespass", organised unofficially and 
in secret, while the country cowers beneath dire gale 
warnings, is big news. But then so is the prize -an access 
agreement, when the guns are not firing and the birds are 
not breeding, to what Pat Littlejohn described as "the 
best potential climbing area left to be explored in England 
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and Wales. " Our aims were to force the issue onto the 
agenda and to demonstrate that climbers, acting 
responsibly and collectively are determined to end these 
unjustifiable and intolerable exclusions. We also wanted 
to expose the hypocrisy of the MOD's arguments -
soldiers can wander freely along this unrivalled coastline 
on their days off, but not the general public. Perhaps 
most importantly, we demonstrated our commitment to 
the environment - by the self-imposed avoidance of the 
new routes of our dreams during the bird breeding 
months - and by emphasis that Range West must be a 
"tat-free" zone of adventurous, "from the bottom up" 
ascent where climbers "leave nothing but footprints and 
take nothing but memories". (Hopefully the two in situ 
threads which currently disfigure the magnificent 
Tasmanian Devil at Greenham Common will be swiftly 
removed.) 
Despite the cold we were there to climb. The press 
wanted action and so did history. Greenham Common is 
rather like a steeper version of aside of Huntsman's Leap 
- the climbing equivalent of the sound of one hand 
clapping . At the blink of an eye heat seeking /ycra 
missiles began to swarm upwards. Other parties fanned 
out along the coast, onto the great canopied wall of Mt 
Sion, a crag which one day may supersede Trevallen, 
and into Penyholt Bay and the smooth slabs of Cabin 
Door, and grey buttresses as yet un-named. By any 
standards the score that weekend was impressive - 22 
new routes, spanning all grades up to ES - every one of 
them led on sight, without abseil inspection or pre
cleaning , from the ground up, without one bolt, one 
chipped hold or one pre-placed thread - what an 
affirmation of the health of British adventure climbing's 
heartbeat. 
"Don 't you know there is firing going on . Get up here at 
once." The harsh commands of the range security 
officer suddenly shattered the idyll. Silence from the 
massed ranks below. "Are you daft as well as deaf?" Like 
last drinkers getting their marching orders from an 
increasingly exasperated landlord, we were shooed back 
to Stack Rocks car park. 
Meanwhile back in the range ... others continued to 
climb. For the big crnwd, with strength in numbers and 
shielded by the clicking shutters of the press 
photographers, there were no names and addresses 
taken , and no talk of prosecutions. That came later - as 
the army picked up departing climbers in small groups. 

When challenged about why the MOD were in breach of 
the legal requirement to give notice of intention to fire, 
the security officer back-pedalled ... "not firing , testing 
explosives"!!! As we departed, coachloads of German 
soldiers arrived. Guess where they went for a walk? 
Perhaps the recent report from the government's own 
advisers-the National Parks Review Panel - should have 
the last word. 
"Our own reading of the situation leads us to recommend 
the following" 
- the military use of land in the national park should be 
regarded in principle as 'discordant. incongruous and 
inconsistent with national park purposes '. 
- live firing ranges should be removed from national 
parks as quickly as possible." 
"Daft as well as deaf?" - No it is not the trespassing 
climbers whom this description fits . 
What now? BMC -over to you - get down to negotiations 
and don't take no for an answer. If there has to be a 
powertul national campaign , contact all potential allies 
and pull out the stops. Climber's Club Guide Book 
Committee - over to you - The 80 or so routes already 
climbed in the Western Ranges are on disk ready for 
immediate inclusion in the new edition of the Pembroke 
Guide - publish or be damned. The climbing magazines 
- over to you - give all possible publicity to the cause. As 
for the climbers .. well we are doing what is needed 
anyway ... getting in there and climbing .. . and that we 
will continue to do. 
New routes done during the mass trespass weekend 
At Greenham Common - two E5s by Frank Ramsay and 
Doug Smith, and Steve Findlay and Mark Hopkins - and 
two E1 s by Greg Rimmer-and Ed Douglas, and Geoff 
Bennet and Ken Wilkinson. 
At Mount Sion East- by Pat Littlejohn climbing variously 
with Emma Arlsford , Alan Richardson and Dave Viggers 
- two E5s, an E4 and an E3 - by Damian Carroll and Dave 
Viggers, two E3s and a HVS 
At Penyholt Bay - two HVS's by John Jones and Dick 
Turnbull - two HVS's and a VS by John Dance and Pat 
Devine - a HVS and a VS by Dick Williams, Tony Mays 
and John Cowley- and a HVS each by Kevin Rogers with 
Ivan Drake and Dave Cook with John Cowley and Pat 
Devine - and a VS by an unknown party. Crispin Waddy, 
Andy Long and Chris Allen all got high on as yet 
unclimbed lines. 
Dave Cook 
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North Wales 
ll's that time of the year again folks, when we 
realise the meteorologists have lied to us about 
the Indian summer and climbing, temporarily, 
seems to go out ol the window to be replaced by 
blackberry and mushroom picking. Odder and 
odder become the days, but belore the oddness 
set in some fine athletic achievements were 
made. 
Lleyn Peninsular 
The Lleyn has one again commanded the most 
attention lrom local climbers. Hoards of new 
rock have been discovered and ridiculous route 
names abound. 
The majority of development has been 
concentrated around the St Mary's Well area, 
just north of Aberdarron. The zawns are 
described left to right (looking out) and the 
furthest left is Mad West Zawn. George Smith 
climbed the hairline crack in the north facing 
wal I of the narrow zawn to create Tales From the 
Real World (ES 6b). His partner was Al George, 
we think. 
The next zawn moving northward towards the 
well is Za Woolf Zawn, a crag of perfect black 
rock, from slabby to overhanging. Crack At 
Sunset (HVS Sb) is the obvious jagged affair on 
the left by Al Hughes and Martin Crook who 
also climbed the zawn's namesake at E3 6a 
which takes the groove with boulder problem 
start in the centre ol the crag. 
The brutal overhanging cracks in the right wall 
relented to an onsight attempt by George and 
The Crook and El Cannicho (E6 6b) was born. 
On ambling north from the Well one must 
witness the marvel of the amazing Bardsey 
Ripple. This famous geological feature is a 
fabulous example of folding. The crag over
hangs considerably and is a mush of mud with 
water worn boulders protruding, sometimes to 
an alarming degree, and one can be left hanging 
and wondering just how much of one's hold is 
actually in the rock/mud. Left to right the routes 
go like this; The Incredible Surplus Head (E4 
Sc) by George; The Ideal Hom Expedition (E2 
Sb) is the corner by George and Anna Wood, 
Isis in Orbit(ES 6a) by Dave Jones and Alistair 
Hopkins; Stoned lmmaculate(E2 Sb) by Al and 
Dave, Queer Bar by George and Mike Thomas 
is the offwidth chimney and The Ungradable 
Donkey (E4 6a) is the right wall by Al. 
Detailed topos exist in Pete's Eats new route 
book for al I these zawns. 
Just north Crook did a route called Dance 
Around Your Handbags and the area is now 
know as Handbag Zawn. J Cooper and Keith 
Simpson did two newclimbshere. The crack on 
the left of the zawn is Act Pen (E2 Sb) and the 
crack on the right is Skin (E1 Sa). Between 
Handbag and Winedark lies The Green Chute 
(E3 Sc), an excellent right facing groove 
Winedark lawn. 
This finezawn can be damp in humid conditions. 
Don't climb here when the ravens are at home. 
Again George has stolen the plums. I can see 
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we may have to arrange an accident for you, 
George! The African (E34c,Sc,3a) is the slanting 
crack, groove and rool on the left of the zawn, 
climbed with L Smith. Crack of Gnarl (ES 6b) 
is the impressive central cracklineclimbed with 
Anna Wood, and the Dreamline (E6 Sc,6b) is 
the ridiculously well hung groove on the right 
of the zawn, climbed with Bob Drury. 
In some very obscure venues just north can be 
found these lines; The Grim Reefers (HVS Sa) 
is a corner by Crook and Nick Walton, while 
Soluble Aspiration (E3 Sc) is the bulging crack 
just left by George and Anna. Bill Whitfield's 
Electric Shed (E3 Sc) is the corner and wall in 
the next zawn north (George and Anna). 
Littlewoods (Anna and George) is a VS groove 
and The Crack (HS) is said to be a sterling pitch 
(Hughes and Crook). 
Pen Y Cil 
Pat Littlejohn and Mick Hardwick have been 
cranking here. No need to arrange for your legs 
to be broken Pat, you'll see to it yourself no 
doubt, sooner or later. 
First they climbed the direct on Manx Groove at 
E3 6a and then created the sensational Star Trek 
(E3 Sc,Sc) up the headwall left ol Manx. 
Aul of the Possible (E3 Sc) is the right arete of 
Manx to which Twid added a direct finish at the 
same standard. Pat then led Reactor (ES 6a) 
which takes the slanting crack on the left side of 
the orange wall around right from Guillimots 
Groove. He then teamed up with C. Baron to 
climb Catalyst (E4 6a), the central crack on 
immaculate rock, and Imposter (E2 Sb,4c), the 
open corner on the right of the wall. All these 
climbs were made onsight and are said to be 
dead good with sparse pro. 
Onsight new routing is definitely back in lash ion 
amongst the main activists of North Wales. 
Back to the roots it would seem. Personal 
satisfaction is, again, put above fame and 
fortune. 
Cilan Main 
The Crook, with Ed Stone, climbed the pillar to 
the right of the main cliff to give a stiff XS. This 
was the second attempt, the first being an eight 
hour benightmenl/swimming epic. 
Founder members of the Jack Street 
Appreciation Society, myself and the able Leigh 
McGinley, made the fourth ascent of his twenty 
four year old aid route, The Groove, freeclimbing 
the top pitch which now has no pro due to the 
bolts snapping off. The bolts on the main roof 
pitch also snapped and it now consists of A3 
knifeblading. The grade is now ES Sb,Sc,Sb,A3/ 
Sb,6a. 
Black Bay 
In this, the second bay north of Ci Ian, Pat, with 
John Mothersele, climbed Curses (E44c,Sb,Sc, 
onsight) up the grooves by the line of the ab. 
The first breach of the huge overhanging 
amphitheatre in the centre of the bay was made 
by Pat and Chris Forrest with the use of abseil 
inspection and stainless pegs. Other Realms 
(E6 Sc,6b,Sa) has to be one of the big do's of the 
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Above: Alistair Hopkins making a direct start to George Smith's Crack of Gnarl at 
E6 6a/b), Winedark Zawn, L/eyn Peninsula. Photo: Merlin Tomkins. 

Lleyn and is said to be bold on pitch one. 
Tyn Towyn Quarries 
Pat and Mick Hardwick have managed two 
steep routes in a bay of red granite set back 
from the beach. Microcosm (E4 Sc) is on the 
left and Small World (E4 6a) on the right 
Gogarth 
Twid has been busy at South Stack, surprisingly 
linding new rock on the Red Walls. 
The bold Ramalina (E7 6b) climbs straight up 
from the peg on pitch two of Left Hand Red Wall 
and was climbed with the assistance of Kath 
Goodey Also with Kath, Twid climbed the rock 
right of A Brown Study, starting up that route. 
They called their route Tiger's Den (ES/6 
Sc,Sc,6a) 
Down on the recently discovered Trinity Walls, 
Twid climbed the crack left of Scud Direct 
which is now Idle Vice (ES 6b) and the wall to 
the right, Karaoke Bar (E6 6b). 
In Easter Island, to the right of Super Crack, 
George freed Joe Brown's fishing rod route. 
You know, the one where you cast the line 
through a loop of rock at forty feet, then hoist the 
rope through and swarm up. He added a direct 
finish in the process and created The Ragged 
Runnel (ES 6a) 
Gogarth has now turned into a huge bar of soap, 
until the drier winter months. 
Great Orme 
On unnamed Crag, Gill Lovick climbed the 
bulging, pocketed wall above the massive flake 
with five bolts. Incognito is F7a+. 
At Pen T rwyn the rubble to the right of Norman's 
Wisdom fell (literally) to Simon Cundy at 7a+ 
and is now Hot Sexy Phone Talk. 
Down by the sea on Fluted Wall, Merlin Tomkins 
did Elephant Stone (E4 6a) up the trunk on the 
right of the wall. 
Future super crag, Craig Pen Gogarth has at last 
received some attention. Dave Lyon has made 
five superb wall climbs right of Brown Comer, 
but no details as yet, and Johnny Dawes lreed 
the first pitch of Astrodome at E6 6b (kind of) 
Little Orme 
The newly rediscovered and linely positioned 
Allotment has surrendered two of its 
weaknesses. Merlin took the leftmost bolted 
I ine and cal led it Everything But The Gull (F7a+) 
whilst Ed Stone climbed the rightmost line, 
Shagged Out (F7b+), which ·he describes as 
uphill all the way. 

The Diamond has four (it goes without saying) 
superb additions. Steve Mayers has made two 
alternative starts to Wall of The Evening Light. 
TheSting(F7c) is just left of Andy Pollitt's start 
and Spectacular Reflections (F8a) frees the 
grossly overhanging original aid start 
To the right of Beyond The Grave Mick Ryan 
climbed the wonderful Hysteria (F7b). With 
huge holds and much brachiation this climb 
has already become popular. 
George linally climbed the wall left of Boat 
People on hingus slopers. Flags, lrogs, mos 
and Egyptians are just some of the techniques 
employed that may ensure success. 
Over on Detritus, Dave Lyon has created two 
stunning and unique bolted wall climbs. E 
(F7c) is to the left and Ocean of Emotion(F7b) 
is the rightmost. The latter is surely a contender 
for THE quality pitch on North Wales lime. 
Mountains 
Yes, they're still up there. Somewhere. 
In Ogwen Ed Stone, with Fluff, onsighted the 
open groove between Mur Y Meirwon and 
Route One to produce the ever so slightly 
dangerous Y Meirwon Byw (ES 6a) 
Over on Gribin Facet, 0 G Jones Route (E3 
Sc) is the steep crack at the back of the mono I ith, 
the work of W Shakell and M Tomkins. 
Cloggy 
Manuel (Leigh McGinley) made his biyearly 
new route contribution when he teamed up with 
Tom Leppert to ascend the right arete of The 
Mos/est (Pitch Three). Luakaisan airy route for 
E4 6a. Norman Clacher with M Tomkins 
discovered Virgo(E3 Sc) to the left of the direct 
finish to East Buttress. 
And so to Tremadog. 
At Craig Frank Carson, Ann Bierd and Paul 
Lovelock climbed the slab right of Calebto give 
S/ub(HVS) 
Down at Hylldrem, Big George (yawn) aped the 
roof above King Kong to give a minute but 
desperate problem The Chimp in Me is graded 
E6 6c and has three pegs. Another fine addition 
to Hylldrem's rainy day repertoire. 
And finally, folks, heed these words from Dr 
Magnus Pyke: "The only way to be absolutely 
safe is never to try anything for the first time." 
Or Glenn Robbins: "Everything in life must be 
experienced at least twice." 1 

Paul Pritchard 
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Scots Take Glory 
in Baffling Split 
Decision at 
Board111an/Tasker 

18 

Edited by Audrey Salkeld e and Ed Douglas 

Scottish writers ran off with all the 
honours at this year's Boardman 
Tasker. First prize was shared by 
Alison Fell's Mer de Glace and A 
View From The Ridge , a sequel to 
Mountain Days and Bothy Nights, by 
Davie Brown and Ian Mitchell. 
I have no complaints at all with the 
short-list (which also included Kurt 
Diemberger's The Endless Knot and 
Jim Curran's Suspended Sentences); 
my admiration for Fell is already on 
record (People 14{}), and I'm sure I 
shall enjoy what are described as 
'the salty yarns' of Brown and Mitchell 
when I come to read them. But what 
a thousand pities the judges felt it 
necessary to divide the prize at all. 
It's such an uneasy, unsatisfactory 
decision, and how could they come 
by it? With three on the panel, it 
ought always to be possible to arrive 
at a majority. Now we are left 
wondering whether it was a lack of 
conviction or violent dissent that 
brought about such a compromise, 
when we should be praising an 
institution that has without doubt 
contributed to the noticeable increase 
in quality mountain writing over 
recent years. 

Left: Alison Fell and Below: Ian Mitchell 
and Dave Brown, all three joint winners of 
this year's Boardman/Tasker Award. 
Photos: Bernard Newman. 

Gear Test 
Freaking 
For those of lengthening tooth, the days 
when deciding what boots to wear in the 
mountains took a pico-second must 
seem like a fond but distant memory. 
The price and choice of equipment 
presents a time-consuming problem for 
novice climbers beginning to equip 
themselves, and for more experienced 
types, buying a specialist mountain 
jacket ortent is a majorfinancial decision. 
So communicating information on 
outdoor gear has taken on a new 
seriousness, especially in the area of 
gear reviews. At Harrogate this year, 
gear reviewers were made to 
understand just how serious. First, 
though, a few words on the system for 
the uninitiated. A magazine editor 
arranges a schedule with his gear editor 
or reviewer, sends it to companies who 
sell products which apply and they send 
back, usually for free , the gear 
requested . It sounds like, and sometimes 
is, a perk for writers For small companies 
whose publicity budget is small, it isn't a 
cheap option and they understandably 
feel that they want a fair hearing, 
especially as they also help fund the 
magazines with advertising. 
So far, in this tricky equation, you'll notice 
that the reader hasn't featured yet. And 
since all this is for the reader's benefit, 
that may seem surprising. The reader 
wants to know what is the best gizmo for 
the best price and expects the 
magazines to provide that information . 
The problem is that most gear produced 
these days is perfectly adequate, and 
so a gear reviewer is differentiating on a 
very slight basis. Not wishing to frustrate 
the manufacturer and so lose 
advertising, he (or she - some of the 
best gear reviewing is written by women) 
usually opts for watered down opinions 
and bland copy, that the reader finds 
next to useless. Magazines will 
vigorously deny this in public, but they 
all know, privately, what the score is. 
Add to this fragile balance bigger 
publications and broadcasters who are 
not so concerned about the feelings of 
such minor advertisers, inappropriate 
or insufficient testing, an ignorance of 
materials and their performance 
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expectation, over-developed senses of 
humour and a myriad of other factors 
and you've got a recipe for conflict. 
Which is what broke out just before the 
Harrogate trade fair , following a review 
by the highly respected journalist Peter 
Gillman in the Daily Telegraph. He had 
tested mountain jackets on the Isle of 
Skye and written a report which left Len 
Bage of VauDe furious. A mixture of 
poor sub-editing and a lack of 
perspective brought to a head a problem 
that has been festering away for too 
long. 
Unhappily, Len Bage then persuaded 
the Camping and Outdoor Leisure 
Association to produce a "Code of 
Conduct" for gear reviewers without 
consulting magazine editors, who 
reacted, one might say, with some 
concern. The guidelines were published 
with an accompanying admonitory piece 
in the trade paper The Mountain Ear, 
and included the phrase "self-styled 
'gear-teste rs '". Such dismissive 
language naturally irritated magazine 
editors who perceived encroachment 
on editorial freedom and a certain 
arrogance in Cola's expectations. 
The whole problem could have been 
easily circumvented by Cola organising, 
over the course of a weekend, a seminar 
for editors and manufacturers to air their 
differences and come up with a mutually 
acceptable code of practice. But Cola, 
being a flaccid organisation at the best 
of times, chose not to communicate. 
You, the end-user of this long and 
tortuous process, must therefore 
continue to put up with an unsatisfactory 
system. Fortunately for readers of 
Mountain, you can trust yer Uncle Dick. 
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Brian Blessed Is 
Galahad of Everest 
Galahad of Everest is an odd movie. 
Very odd. That may sound churlish 
coming from someone who, having 
spent a long afternoon on a sofa with 
Brian Blessed, is rewarded with a 
generous thank you in the credits and 
chivalrous mention in the book of the 
film. But I don't mean to be disparaging. 
In its oddity lies its strength, for this 
'Galahad' - like its perpetrator - is 
monstrously entertaining. The blessed 
Brian (Brain Blessed, a publicity handout 
avers) is a Mallory freak. (Another one.) 
As a boy growing up on the outskirts of 
Rotherham he was possessed by his 
hero 's sacrificial climb and ever 
afterwards hankered to tread the same 
summit snows. 'Sir Galahad', the name 
by which friends knew the dauntless 

Mallory, is a title Blessed now as readily 
confers upon the beneficent BBC 
director Jean-Paul Davidson, who made 
a middle-aged dreamer's wild fancies 

come true . 
Mallory did not want to go bald-headed 
into battle, any more than did Brian, 
who took counsel from the great and 
good. 'Can heavy men do well?' he 
wanted to know. 'Don Whillans was 
very heavy,' Charlie Clarke reminded 
him, ' ... before he died.' And Bonington, 
eyeing the extravagant girth, remarked, 
'Plenty of fat to live on, there.' 
'Hyperventilate!' was Messner's advice, 
adding that he also found hallucinating 
a great help. 'My rucksack was my 

companion till I left it at the last camp,' 
he confided, 'then it was a great comfort 
to find myself two persons in one. And 
Mallory and Irvine ... they were up there, 
I spoke to them.' 
Captain Noel urged the consumption of 
plenty of honey for its remunerative, 
vigorous effect that beelined straight 
into the blood, and the Dalai Lama, with 
a twinkle, warned that whilst a lack of 
oxygen was known to assist meditation, 
Brian must judge for himself where 
oxygen was more important, and where 
the spiritual experience. 
Thus primed, one portly (though all the 
time diminishing) protaganist lumbers 
off to India, there pith-helmeted to lurk 
behind government palms. He 
soliloquises over deserted verandahs 
of the Planters' Club, and rides on the 
roof of the little Darjeeling train in the 
manner of his predecessors. Taking a 
roundabout route through Bhutan, you 
see him in his goretex-lined Norfolk 
tweeds wading torrents, astride yaks, 
creasing up the locals ('I think yeti has 
same face like you!') before, in Tibet at 
last, he arrives, damp-eyed, at the foot 
of the Goddess Mother. To his surprise, 
all manner of expeditions are already 
entrenched and you have to hand it to 
him, BB is the life and soul of every 
party. He conducts the Russians in a 
soulful rendition of the Volga Boatmen, 
or declaims Shakespeare and George 
C Scott as General Patton with equal 

Left: Blessed relief Brian is a 
non-mountaineer actor who 
silenced doubters by going to 
the North Col of Everest 
during filming of his profile of 
Mallory and Irvine. 

Lemon 
Teaser 
Trevor Jones has 

telephoned Mountain with 

an explanation of how the 

Lemon Mountains, featured 

in the last issue's column, 

came to be thus classified. 

And it's not because they 

are a pale shade of yellow. 

The range was named after 

Percy Lemon, a friend of 

Gino Watkins, the 30's 

Greenland explorer, as a 

mark of respect for a friend 

who had accompanied 

Watkins on his travels, and 

who died with Gino's name 

on his lips. Watkins, a 

contemporary of Jack 

Langland at Cambridge, 

predeceased Lemon. He 

perished in Arctic waters 

after he was separated from 

his kayak. 
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And Still The Ghostly 
Fingers Beckon ... 
Canadian mountaineers are 

continuing the search for 

Mallory and Irvine , while 

another expedition hopes to 

make a film of their Mallory

quest next Spring. Blessed 

himself, meanwhile, is booked 

onto Himalayan Kingdoms'first 

guided tour up Everest in 1993, 

to be led by Steve Bell. That will 

follow the Hillary route, though , 

rather than that of Mallory. 

abandon. He staggers over moraines, 
peers round seracs, scrabbles up ice
cliffs (only to tumble out of shot) , gasps 
triumphantly on the North Col, all the 
while bellowing and booming , 
celebrating both Mallory and his old 
chum Noel. He wanted, he declared, to 
get it right. For them. 'I've never done 
anything right in my life,' he ventures in 
a moment of pathos, fearing he has no 
business to be there . This sense of 
presumption is heightened when he 
dreams a furious Mallory berates him 
for what he is doing. But the uncertainty 
passes and, amazingly the great
chested, great-hearted , ranting old 
trouper wheezes his way right up to 
25,000 feet. 
I was won over. Such theatricals on the 
roof of the world I had thought 
inappropriate, embarrassing even. But 
I reckoned without the humour and David 
Breashears' brilliant photography, and 
without the intelligent cutting. This is a 
spectacle , indulgent yes, but fun; it's 
warm and gripping. Everest deserves 
the big screen and the luxury of a longer 
running time allows moods to build and 
shift. Climbers should find plenty to 
enjoy, though I don't know what the 
general cinema-going public will make 
of it. It is, as I said , a very odd film . (And 
there's enough left on the cutting-room 
floor that a BBC epic series is also 
promised.) 

Higher Than Everest 
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Although no details are yet available, 
climbers Chris Dewhirst, Leo Dickinson 
and Eric Jones were among four men to 
pilot the first hot-air balloons over the 
summit of Everest. Two balloons took off on 
21 October from Gokyo in Nepal, 18 miles 
sout~west of the mountain, to land 45 
minutes later at Ron_gxar in Tibet, eas.t of 
Kharta. They made the flight in open 
baskets .. The fourth man was named as 
Andy Elson of Bathampton, and the project 
director, ex-journalist Peter Mason. On an 
earlier attempt in 1985, Dewhirst and 
Dickinson overflew Machapuchare, 
narrowly escaping incineration when, after 
crash landing in a rhododendron forest, 
their burner set fire to the tinder-dry tree · 
canopy. Per Lindstrand called off his much
vaunted attempt last year (which also 
featured Dickinson) when revolution 
interrupted the proposed schedule. 

Sauvy 
Tops Bill 
At Bretton 
Hall 
The Parisian writer of climbing fiction, 
Anne Sauvy, is the star attraction at 
Terry Gifford's International Festival 
of Mountaineering Literature this 
year. She will discuss French 
mountain writing besides reading 
from her own short stories and poetry. 
Her visit coincides with the (belated) 
publication in English of her first 
collection Les Flammes de Pierres . 
Highly acclaimed when they first 
appeared ten years ago, these lively 
and inventive stories are all set 
around Mont Blanc. But there all 
efforts to pigeonhole them fall down, 
for their range is astonishing: with 
equal agility Sauvy treads the realms 
of dream and nightmare, of past, 

Ann Sauvy 

present and menacing future, 
frequently exhibiting a keen edge of 
satire. Her third collection, La Tenebre 
et l'Azur, has recently been issued in 
France, where immediately it won the 
Grand Prix at that country's first 
Mountain Book Festival. 
For tickets (£8.50) and further details 
of the Fifth International Festival of 
Mountaineering Literature at Breiten 
Hall College, Wakefield on 30 
November, contact Terry Gifford at 
the College - or phone 0924 830261. 

Major Woman Alpinist 
of This Century Dies 
Loulou Boulaz (1908-1991) 
With the death in Geneva last June of Louise 
(Loulou) Boulaz the alpine world has lost a 
major figure. Climbing first in company with 
Lucie (Lulu) Durand, and later, among others 
with Raymond Lambert and Pierre Bonnant, 
this diminutive Swiss claimed many of the 
finest ascents of her day. When the scramble 
was on for the three last alpine north faces, 
there was Loulou camped in the drizzle at the 
foot of the Eigerwand or battling up the 
ramparts of the Grandes Jorasses. With 
Lambert in 1935, she successfully made the 
second ascent (first feminine) of the Croz 
Spur, arriving at the top within two days of 
first-comers Peters and Meier. She made 
first feminine ascents of the SW Face Dent 
du Geant (1933) , S Arete of the Aig. Noire de 
Peuterey, N Face Petit Dru (1936), and the 
Pear Route on Mont Blanc in 1949 (3rd 
ascent overall). The Walker Spur she climbed 
in 1952, and was still going strong in the 
sixties when she made the first feminine 
ascent of the N Face of Cima Grande (1960) 

and scales Piz Badile's N Face in 1964. 
Despite four attempts, however, the 
Eigerwand continued to elude her. 
Loulou took part in a number of expeditions 
to the Himalaya, Caucasus and Sahara, and 
was on the 1959women's ChoOyu expedition 
that claimed the lives of Claude Kogan , 
Claudine van Straiten and three sherpas. 
She was an international ski champion , 
holding a place in the Swiss national team 
between 1936 and 1938. 

Dan Reid 
The colourful American climber Dan Reid 
has died in a fall on Mount Kenya, together 
with his wife Barbara. Climbing the south 
face route towards the Gate of Mists they· 
became separated from their companions in 
rapidly worsening weather. lain Allen and 
Sandy Mailliard were able to make what 
proved an epic traverse across to the right to 
gain the security of the South-East Ridge, 
while the Reids are believed to have strayed,, 
towards the Ice Window. Although shouts 
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Lou/au Boulaz with Raymond Lambert after the Croz Spur Climb, 1935. 
Photo: Salkeld Archives. 

were heard at nightfall, there were no further 
signs from the missing climbers until their 
bodies were discovered, roped together, at 
the top of the Lower Darwin Glacier tow days 
later. 
Dan Reid, a Californian cardiac surgeon, was 
also a reserve lieutenant colonel in the US 
Army; he had served three tours of duty as a 
Green Beret doctor in Vietnam. In 1981 he 
came to Everest as a member of the first 
American Kangshung Face team and was 
one of the successful summiters when the 
attack was rejoined two years later. With 
George Lowe he shared much of the 
responsibility for forcing the route up the 
extremely difficult lower rock buttress. Reid 
also took part in Don Whillans' 1974 Torre 
Egger expedition, when he earned a 
reputation forflamboyance and fearlessness. 
Easy-going , he enjoyed company and talking, 
and liked to surprise fellow climbers by 
decking himself out in full Scottish regalia. 

Doctor Herrligkoffer (1916-1991) 
The death has been announced at the age of 
75 of the Munich Doctor, climber and 
controversial expedition leader, Karl Maria 
Herrligkoffer. He was half-brother to the 
celebrated alpinist Willi Merkl and an 
impressionable 17 year old when Merkl 
perished in the Nanga Parbat disaster of 
1934. He vowed then to 'set the seal of 
victory upon the heroic efforts of our dead 
comrades, to fulfil the sacred trust' and , true 
to his word, in 1953 led the expedition on 
which Hermann Buhl became the first man 
to top Nanga Parbat. Butthat was not the end 
of the story. A full obituary will appear in a 
subsequent issue. 
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Moonwalker 
Finds Genesis 
Rock but No 
Sign of Noah 

In 1971 Colonel James B Irwin spent 67 
hours on the surface of the moon and 
brought back a 4,000 million year old, 
pure white mineral which soon became 
know as 'Genesis Rock'. It was the only 
known specimen of its kind and led the 
astronaut to believe that he had been 
chosen by the Lord to find other 'artefacts 
from Genesis time'. Accordingly, he 
devoted many years to scouring Mount 
Ararat for signs of Noah 's Ark, which the 
Bible (Genesis 8;4) tells came to rest on 
its upper slopes as the waters subsided 
after the Great Flood. The legend was 
fuelled in the late fifties by unconfirmed 
reports that American reconnaissance 
aircraft had made out the outline of a 
large vessel under glacier ice. 
Irwin broke his leg on one climb, and 
was injured again on another. He 
reached Ararat's summit, but when his 
searches repeatedly failed to yield traces 
of the Ark he sadly, at length, gave up 
his quest. He succumbed to a heart 
attack in Glenwood, Colorado, on August 
9, the first to die of the twelve men to 
have walked the moon. 

The Ice Warrior 
Mountaineers across the World will have been interested to read 
of the discovery in September of a 4,000 year-old corpse on the 
Similaun Glacier on the Austro-ltalian border. The body, which 
was partially clothed, armed and wearing boots insulated with 
straw, was found by a German climber. When the celebrated 
Tyrolean mountaineer Reinhold Messner heard of the discovery, 
he hurried to its location and discovered it to be 100 feet from the 
Austrian border. The Italian police remained disinterested, however, 
and it was left to the Austrians to collect the leathery fellow and 
spirit him to Innsbruck for scientific observation. 
The Italians, suddenly conscious that an early palaeontological 
Christmas present had been snaffled from under their noses, 
promptly asked for him back. That controversy is set to run and 
run, but climbers will be shocked to hear that the "ice warrior" was 
carrying a bronze axe. And the cry has gone up, "Does it have a 
drooped pick?" 

Angela Kalisch. Photo courtesy Sheffield Newspapers Ltd. 

Angela's Odyssey 
Many visitors to Nepal have been deeply affected by their experiences 
in that country, but not many return home determined to translate their 
new-found passion into a business. Ashoka Trekking will start a full 
operation next year, run by the Sheffield climber Angela Kalisch. 
Angela was born and raised in Germany but has lived in the UK for the 
last twenty years. Until recently she was working in Sheffield City 
Council's employment and economic department. 
But her experiences in Nepal persuaded her to change direction. 
"Sometimes in your life you have to take risks to open up new 
opportunities. If you don't commit yourself to something new, you never 
know what you can do, and what there is in the world." She is aiming 
to establish a highly personalised company that is less interested in 
rushing people through beautiful scenery but rather helping them to 
experience Nepalese culture more fully. To this end, she hopes to 
arrange accommodation with Nepalese families and to avoid the 
cultural colonisation of bigger operations. Hence the name of her 
company, As ho Isa being the Indian emperor who established Buddhism 
in Nepal. For more information call Angela on 0742 335368. 
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beside the fireplace, I spotted the remains of a 
toothbrush behind a fishbox - it had been badly 
chewed - we were not alone! Before leaving that 
morning, boxes of food were carefully suspended 
from the rafters by slings; if something else was living 
there, we weren't taking any chances. 

We set off for the Old Man and St John's Head -
perhaps the most intimidating of Britain's sea cliffs. 
Having recently jotted down a vague description of 
Mick Fowler's 1100ft epic Big John - a second ascent 
was high on our list of priorities. 

To the left as you begin the stroll down the hill 
towards the Old Man from Rackwick, the plateau of . 
Rora Head bulges out into the sea. The cliffs are 
somewhat short for Hoy- averaging some 250-300 ft 
- but from the ferry look spectacular, steep and 
unbroken. We took a diversion, braving dive
bombing skua's and nesting black-backeds to have a 
closer look along the clifftop before checking out St 
John's - the diversion proved worthwhile. 

Just north of the high point of the headland, the 
top of a stunning red wall could be seen at right 
angles to the main cliff, we crept up for 
a closer look and the 'Mucklehouse Wall' 

landed on the headland 30ft behing me - the 
updraught really was strong! Large rocks eventually 
did the trick and we were soon spiralling our way 
down thewallonsingle9mills-scary. Close inspection 
of the wall proved desperate due to the angle and 
although Andy was only 20 ft away on his line, 
communication was virtually impossible due to the 
noise of the wind. 

About 100 ft down the wall I noticed some frantic 
waving coming from Andy, the rock weighting down 
his rope had come loose and the rope had blown 
around the arete and become snagged. It was 
obviously going to be my job to free the rope and a 
worrying pendulum was made to a foot ledge on the 
arete. Peering round the corner, the cause of the snag 
became apparent, the rope had jammed behind a 
block on a ledge some 40 ft away at my level. Either 
Andy would have to prussik back up and retrieve his 
rope later or I would have to untie, solo across the 
wall, unsnag the rope and solo back - exciting stuff in 
a Force 11 on unknown ground. I chose the latter 
option and the experience proved character building 

was discovered . With growing 
excitement we rigged an abseil down a 
nearby gully. 

It wasn't until arriving at the base of 
the wall that the full proportions could 
be appreciated: 260 ft high, 50 ft wide 
and overhanging some 45 ft! The setting 

To our great delight, the rock proved to be on the whole 
excellent and protection good - friends deep in cracks and 
bombproof wires. 

felt remote, it was unlikely that anyone had been to 
the base of these cliffs before and the prospect of a 200 
ft prussik up 9 mm ropes, should the routes prove too 
difficult, added to the grip factor. 

Nevertheless the bright orange left arete was 
stunning and we went for an on-sight ascent. Five 
hours later a superb route was in the bag, a three pitch 
E3 - only the 2nd route to be climbed on Rora and the 
first since the Remy brothers' route of 1970. To our 
great delight, the rock proved to be on the whole 
excellent and protection good - friends deep in cracks 
and bombproof wires. Whilst climbing the arete, we 
eyed the overhanging wall to our right, it was 
strangely reminiscent of Gogarth Main Wall - long, 
sustained and atmospheric - but for now the thought 
of some power-eating and drinking in front of the 
bothy log fire seemed more appealing. We would ab 
down our chosen lines in the morning. 

5.50 am - the raven returned - maybe it was trying 
to tell us something! The wind was gusting against 
the window and huge waves could be heard crashing 
on the shingle dangerously close to the bothy. 

Force 11 gales on Hoy are something else! 
The sea boiled white as we sat and watched the 

Old Man for a good half hour, q1meras at the ready. 
We might be the only people in the world to witness 
the collapse of the giant and if so, it was going to be 
on film. The radio reports warned of 80 mph gales 
but as we peered over the cliff edge at the Mucklehouse 
Wall the updraught felt considerably stronger. 

At this stage, 99% of sane human beings would 
have sought the comfort of 4 strong walls and a fire, 
for some reason we decided to abseil down the wall 
- an experience never to be forgotten or repeated. 
Weighting the abseil ropes seemed a sensible idea, so 
I arranged 3 large flexes, 4 friends and 3 sets of wires 
on the end of the rope, sat on the edge of the cliff and 
threw the whole lot over. The gear went down about 
3 ft, stopped in midair then flew 20ft up in the air and 
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- bolt clipping at Buoux suddenly appealed- strange. 
Half an hour later we were back in business, the 

routes looked bad but we were both keen and 
enthusiastic - 250 ft of free hanging prussiking later 
we didn't feel quite the same! 

On the walk back, we met and chatted to a 
remarkable Rackwick resident, Davy Hutchinson, 
who asked us in for supper and homebrew - how 
could we refuse? A fitting end to a vintage day. 

The following five days turned into something of 
an epic. Davy invited us to stay and we had a 'project' 
- in the middle of nowhere on a remote Scottish 
seacliff - Christ, this wasn't Malham! 

Jemima's eggs were frying in the pan and the 
dogs,GlenandLadywerealreadybarkingatseagulls 
from the clifftop at the end of the garden. From the 
conservatory, porpoises could be seen playing in the 
bay - a beautiful morning. A voice came from the 
kitchen, "Your eggs are ready boys" -I'd al ways liked 
duck eggs and Hutch was cer_tainly a tremendous 
cook. Two fattened climbers were soon ambling up 
the hill towards Rora. We went for the left hand line 
on the face - 'went for' being the operative phrase. A 
particularly nasty headfirst 35 footer saw me smash 
against the rock and suddenly the world was full of 
stars. The prussik retreat was unpleasant to say the 
least and the hobble back to Davy's house 
(Mucklehouse) ended in a memorable red wine and 
whisky session - for medicinal purposes only of 
course! 

Next morning the raven struck. As we sat in the 
conservatory looking out over the bay, there was a 
huge flash and explosion behind the bothy near the 
Orkney Electricity supply intake station. The damn 
bird had built its nest on top ofone of the electric poles 
and had somehow managed to short circuit the 
system-Orkneywaswithoutpowerfortherestofthe 
day! 

Gradually we began to sort out the wall and 

Right: "Force 11 gales on Hoy 
are something else! 
The sea boiled white as we sat 
and watched the Old Man for a 
good half hour, cameras at the 
ready. We might be the only 
people in the world to witness 
the collapse of the giant and if 
so, it was going to be on film." ,, 
Photo: David Turnbull. 





Above: The Author finishing off 
the first ascent of Two Little 
Boys (E6 6b,5c,6a/b) Rora Head, 
Orkney. Right: Abseiling to the 
foot of the Mucklehouse Wall. 
Photos: Turnbull Collection. 

26 

gained the superb 100 ft slanting fist crack in the 
centre of the face, an overhanging jamming pitch led 
to a good belay spot near the arete. The upper wall 
looked hard and was still a Ii ttle damp from overnight 
rain; a traverse right was therefore called for and 
soon Andy had slithered his way out of the 'fairy 
grotto' (cave) and was laybacking up superb 
overhanging cracks above. The wall had its 1st route 
- soft touch ES and named after Davy's house. Before 
leaving for further adventures in the Fair Isle and 
Norway Andy added a bold alternative start and 
promtly named it 'Rats Stole My Toothbrush' which, 
of course, was true. The main challenges of the wall 
still remained however - next summer seemed much 
too far away. 

Luckily Norway was experiencing its worst 
weather in 23 years. Thoughts switched back to duck 
eggs and Davy's home brew and after two days spent 
extolling the virtues of Rora to a new climbing partner, 
we were back on the Shetland ferry then on to Orkney. 
The Troll Wall was out and Chris was anxious to get 
some climbing in. 

This time we came prepared for Rora, the Wall 
and Davy. A fresh set of ropes, rested arms, 3 litres of 
claret as well as whisky and brandy. Glen was still 
barking at seagulls from the clifftop and greeted us 
on our arrival at Rackwick; Chris was impressed 
with the homebrew and the red wine was all but 
finished that night. 

Back to Rora next morning and I felt nervous 
about tackling the twin overhanging cracks that had 
been the cause of my bad fall 2 weeks previously. 
Fiddling in gear without getting completely pumped 
was the problem and a situ 3 hex was eventually 
placed. This did the trick and I arrived pumped but 
happy at the belay. Chris followed with a degree of 
grunting and soon the first crack was polished off -
more difficult this time due to recent heavy rain. 

This time the top wall was dry. Gentle climbing 
upalineofunusual white flakes led toa bulge and the 
dark red head wall. Good wires and friends, strenuous 
moves between breaks and cracks on rock reminiscent 
of best Bowden sandstone, then care to avoid the 
solitary seagull guarding the cliff top. A phenomenal 
route quickly christened, Two Little Boys after 
childhood memories - Hoy's first E6. We celebrated 
with a bracing shower under the waterfall on the 
headland - it wasn't warm! 

Summing up Island climbing and indeed Island 
life isn't easy in a few words, but for those with a little 
adventurous spirit, superb routes both new and 
established are there for the taking in a beautifully 
wild and unspoilt environment. Orcadians are 
tremendously friendly and welcoming people- proud 
of their Islands and rightly so. The Old Man is a 
classic that should be on every climber's list and the 
surrounding cliffs cannot fail to impress. Bolt clipping 
in France may be fun but the rewards just aren't the 
same. Go for it! 

Opposite Page Right: Andy Donson on the first ascent of 
Rats Stole My Toothbrush (ES 6a), Rora Head. 
Photo: Turnbull. 







On a wet December evening last year, the phone 
rang. A voice I knew well from previous trips was 
asking me to go to some unknown, unpronounceable 
peaks north of Leh in an area of the Karakoram I 
knew only from long ago books: 

"Venables has had to drop out ... Harish Kapadia 
is organising it .. . joint expedition the only way to get 
permission ... last group of unclimbed, unexplored 
7000' ers in India ... need to have an answer soon ... 
army permits, etc." , 

I said, "yes probably," to Dave Wilkinson and 
hung up. 

"Looks like I'm going away next summer," I told 
my wife while thumbing through Harish's book 
trying to find the peaks Dave had mentioned. 

"Where's to?", asked Rose. 
"Tippy, toppy?" asked our one year old. 
"Beats me; I'll find out soon enough." 

The Chong Kumdan group is 150 miles north of 
Leh, over the Kardung and Saser La' s. It's the last of 
the big peaks on the old trade route between Leh and 
Yarkand before the Karakoram Pass. For centuries 
caravans and pilgrims from central Asia travelled 
this hazardous connection through the Karakoram 
Himalaya to reach Srinagar, Bombay and boat to 
Mecca. The land is unimaginably barren despite the 
sizable fast flowing rivers - Indus, Shyok, Nubra and 
Chipchap. Mammoth snow peaks stand in startling 
contrast to the broad desert valleys carved at their 
feet. The highest peak in the region is Mamostang 

Opposite Left: Looking down onto the North Chong 
Kumdan Glacier from the N. W. Ridge of Chong Kumdan 
during the first ascent of the mountain. The Rima peaks 
at middle right; K2, Broad Peak and Chogolisa on the 
horizon. Photo: John Porter. 

Kangri (7516m), which means "mountain of a 
thousand devils", so named for its foul weather, 
which on one occation put paid to an entire caravan 
seeking an alternative route to the Saser La. The Saser 
La is treacherous enough, known locally as "the bone 
trail". Both Younghusband and Shipton referred 
disparagingly to the route's lurid history, but of 
course you don't believe the bits about the bones 
until they lie in the snow at your feet. 

In 1989, Harish & Co. had struggled along the 
route and eventually reached the South Chong 
Kumdan glacier and ascended two outlying peaks. 
The rest of the group was completely unexplored. 
The only knowledge we had of the seven main peaks 
was gleaned from a few black and white photos taken 
from a ridge on Mamostang. 

Six months after Dave's call, we were on our way, 
six Brits and six Indian members. Dave and Lindsay 
Griffin left in mid June to run a course at the Indian 
Mountaineering Centre in Manali in lieu of the peak 
fee. The rest of us, Paul Nunn, Bill Church, Neil 
McAdie and myself arrived in Delhi in the early 
hours of 1 July, and were joined at the IMF by the 
Indian contingent a few hours later - Bupesh Ashar, 
Ajay Tambe, Moslem 
Contractor, Dhiren Pania, Vi jay 
Kothari and Harish. 

Introductions were made 
around the breakfast table as 
Harish told us the news, mainly 
bad, the sort of bad news you 
learn to expect in India. 

"We have a few problems. 
The army are insisting on 
sending an LO, we don't know 
what he's like and we have no 
equipment for him (there goes 

Above: The unclimbed North 
Face of Chong Kumdan I 
(7071 m), Indian Karakoram. 
Photo: Neil McAdie. 

Author 
John Porter (45) was an early 
pioneer of the "New 
Himalayanism" in the 1970's 
and 'B0 's, climbing with the likes 
of Voytek Kurtyka and Alex 
MacIntyre. He currently lives in 
the English Lake District where 
he works as an Economical 
Development Officer for 
Copeland Borough Council. 
Photo: Neil McAdie. 
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Above: The North Face of the 
unclimbed Mamostang Kangri 
(7516m) at dawn from Base 
Camp. Photo: John Porter. 
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my spare underwear, thinks I) . .. the passes from 
Manali to Leh are not yet open (there goes getting 
back to work on time) .. . Also, we've not yet got · 
permission for the expedition from the Ministry of 
the Interior ... (bye-bye Karakoram, wonder what 
Gangotri's like in July?)." 

Atthispoint,ourtokenyoungsterNeilspluttered 
• out his incredulity and bits of omelette. Having 

heard it all ·before, I volunteered to do same table 
thumping at the Ministry and went to shave and 
dress accordingly. 

Harish and his troupe are old stagers. The 
problems at the Ministry would have stopped a 
British team in Delhi for between two weeks and 
eternity, but with the right blend of name dropping, 
polite threats, hastily compiled paper work (7 copies) 
and an indignant Englishman, we had something 
like a promise of a speedy permission before the end 
of the afternoon. Moslem was left behind to clinch 
the deal. The rest of us had a night train to Chandigar 
to catch. If worst came to worst we concluded (and 

probably expected), someone could always fly back 
to Delhi from Leh. 

We began our nine day, 1200 mile overland 
journey in 44 degree heat and 100 percent humidity 
at the Northern Indian Railway Station. Lack of sleep 
was beginning to tell as we carried out 1000kg of gear 
from the entrance to platform 24 which was as far 
away as you might expect up and down stairs. There 
was little sleep on the journey, only intense thirst. 
Chandigar was marginally cooler. A truck was hired 
at first light and we rattled our way along in the back 
for the twelve hours it took to reach Manali. There we 
were treated to a late evening meal to celebrate our 

. reunion with Dave and Lindsay. After a bath in a 
bucket, I returned to my room and attempted to close 
the curtains. A brief but intense shower of spiders 
and beetles rained down on my bunk. Oh mountain 
towns of India. 

The journey from Manali through the Himalaya 
began two days later in a 16 seater luxury coach,,, 
much more expensive than a truck. I took credit for 

leading the rebellion against trucks which was won 
almost without argument with the management. 
The journey that followed was spectacular and at 
times unnerving, a nightmare or a climber's dream, 
depending on the state of the road. The passes 
opened like the Red Sea before us, with a little help 
from our six Manali porters' alpenstocks. Rarely is 
the climbing as frightening as the road journeys. For 
three days, when I dozed, I experienced a recurring 
dream - unfathomably deep valleys traversed by a 
road and dotted with terraced farms, winding tracks 
that vanished beneath impossibly high mountains, 
their heights seen only occasionally through clouds, 
ridges gleaming in sunlight. Opening my eyes, the 
hallucination would transform into reality. We were 
on that road. The villages through which we passed 
seemed suspended amid an analogue of relentless 
universal forces. 

Leh provided us with two days of rest and re
organisation. Moslem was waiting with news that 
permission had been given to go to Chong Kumdan, 

butonlyforthreeweeks. OurLiaisonOfficer,Captain 
Arun Pandey, immediately dismissed this news as 
nonsense. He was one cif those rare breed of LO's 
who become immersed in the life and trials of an 
expedition. He took our official permission to the 
regional military commander and returned with the 
news that the official document from Delhi had 
caused a certain amount of hilarity. "Once we are 
there, who is going to come and get us?" 

After two days of walking the bazaars and hills, 
exploring the gumpas and standing beneath rows of 
prayer flags weaving in the wind, it was back on the 
road. We climbed into the back of two ancient army 
trucks and climbed over the Kardung La (18,S00ft.) 
into the heart of the restricted military zone north of 
Leh. This was the route to the Siachen and to the 
unresolved northern frontier with c;hina. We 
descended into the arid Shyok Valley, then crawled 
up the rough road in the Nubra Valley to Sosoma. 
There we spent our third day "off" sfnce arriving in 
India repacking mule loads, bouldering with Indian 

Above: Chong Kumdan I from 
Kichick Kumdan (6640m), 
showing the line of the first 
ascent, which follows the broad 
couloir left of the seracs to gain 
the ridge via a slender gully 
above the rognons. 
Photo: Paul Nunn. 
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Above: The Author on the summit of Chong Kumdan. Photo: McAdie. Below: Last tea stop on the bone trail, L-R: Wilkinson, Nunn, McAdie, and Tambe 
relax on the walk in. Photo: Porter. 

troops and playing volleyball. At first light 
the following morning we bid farewell to the 
dubious pleasure of the army road and began 
the walk in, climbing steeply up via a series of 
zig-zags. The bells on our thirty ponies 
provided a cheerful morning chorus as waves 
of peaks opened on the horizon. 

Harish and the rest of the lads from 
Bombay were in great spirits. We were on 
schedule which in India of course means 
being way ahead of schedule. Two years 
previously they had spent a month getting to 
where we were now in less then two weeks. 
As we wound our way up a narrow gorge of 
with walls rising thousands of feet on both 
sides, there was a sense of arrival in the real 
adventure. 

The first two days walk took us through a 
desert valley with granite peaks either side. 
On the second day, we turned east toward the 
Saser La beneath the spectacular unclimbed 
peak of Aqtash. A third day was spent 
travelling only a few kilometre~ in cloud and 
high winds to a cluster of army tents beneath. 
the pass. We passed an afternoon dozing in 
yurts fashioned from old parachutes hearing 
stories of people held up for days by weather 
on the pass. Luck and Ganesh were with us. 
The next morning was clear and frozen. Most 
of us crossed the glacial snows of the pass not 
long after sunrise while the snow was still 
hard and glided down the other side toward 
a deep valley where lhe Shyok roared and 
shimmered in the desert sun. 

The last three days took us up the upper 
reaches of the Shyok, across difficult river 
crossings at the Aqtash and Thangman 
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Nullahs, and finally onto the Chong Kumdan 
glacier. We pioneered new passages for the 
ponies in places, carrying all the loads over a 
difficult 300m rock step at one place. The 
ponies' hocks were badlycutas they slithered 
and clattered up precarious icy slopes. There 
was a sense of shared disbelief when we 
finally unloaded the ponies only 3km from 
our proposed base camp. It was probably 
10km further along than any of us expected. 
By evening, we were established in a small 
amphitheatre beside a glacial stream 
surrounded by sparse but prolific gardens of 
desert flowers. We were at 17,000ft. and well 
acclimatised, probably better than on arrival 
at any previous base camp. 

Two days were spent ferrying loads, then 
the six Brits, Vijay and Bupeshsetoff inrather 
breezing weather to climb Chong Kumdan 5 
(CKS), a 6520m peak which would give us 
good views of the southern approaches to the 
main peak. Harishand therestofthepartyset 
out to explore the route up the South Chong 
Kumdan Glacier to CK 2 (7004m) about 12km 
away. CKS was relatively easy, although 
precarious just below the summit where we 
traversed a mixture of steep ice and slag to 
avoid the appalling rock on the ridge. Our 
views of the main peak were restricted by 
racing clouds, but the impression was one of 
complicated ridges and more poor rock. Talk 
of climbing the South Face and descending an 
easy ridge or of traversing the ridge between 
CK's 1 and 2 were relegated to the realm of 
bullshit from whence they had emerged. 

The teams subdivided further over the 
next week. Dave and Bill went to get a better 

look at the South East Ridge, climbing CK 4 in 
the process. Lindsey, Paul, Neil and I set off 
for the north west side of the mountain, 
overtaking Harish, and in three days reaching 
a camp beneath the West Face of the main 
peak. We had found the route at the head of 
the Chogum 3 Glacier - an alpine face of no 
more that 50-60 degrees starting from a 
bergschrund at 6200m. Neil and I ventured 
onto the face in the full moon that night. Both 
of us had bad coughs,so after climbing 200m 
above the' sc;hrund on brittle ice, we decided 
we were not quite ready. 

By first light, we were at Paul and 
Lindsay's tent someway down the glacier 
from our bivi. Cloud and snow moved up the 
valley beneath us. They would stay and maybe 
climb another peak (which they did, Kichik 
Kumdan, 6640m ), while Neil and I made a 
dash for Base Camp for a few days rest in the 
richer air, and to speculate on the weather 
and our chances. Dave and Bill had returned 
from a recce of the South East Ridge. After 
comparing notes, they opted to join Neil and 
myself for an attempt on the West Face. W~ 



spent any spare time cooking food from the 
"English boxes" for everyone left in Base. 
Harish had taken all the best food and the 
Manali cooks with him on caravan. 

OnAugustlst., fourofussetofftoattempt 
the West Face. We reached Harish's empty 
advance base 7km up the glacier at midday. 
Several of the Indian lads on their way to 
attempt CK3 decided to stop to tuck into 
some of the rich pickings that Harish had 
brought up from Base Camp. With continuous 
avalanches pouring down the South East Face 
ofMamostang Kangri, the camp was about as 
restful as Heathrow. In thickening snow, we 
moved on to where Harish had established a 
second camp on our route up the Chogum 3 
glacier. There, we also found new food for 
tired palates and settled in to await an 
improvement in the weather. 

It snowed quite heavily all the next day, 
but on the third day, the clouds began to 
break up and the four of us moved up the 
mountain. We found Harish's little band 
camped a half hour this side of our intended 
bivi. We were offered tea, which we accepted 
with a few jokes about fixed tea stop ascents. 
An attempt by Moslem and two of the Manali 
porters on CK3 had been repulsed by poor 
snow conditions earlier in the day. The high 
cirque of mountains which surrounded us 
and included three peaks of 6600m and CKl 
at 7076m, now shone brilliantly in the high 
afternoon sun. We moved on and settled into 
our bivi tents for the night. 

At midnight, we awoke and by 2am were 
crossing the glacier with half frozen fingers 
and crampons creaking in the still night. We 
crossed the' schrund somewhat to the right of 
the line Neil and I had explored earlier. Good 
ice and neve conditions allowed us to climb 
solo for three hours, our head torches and the 
flash of an occasional meteor providing 
alternate lighting to the waning moon. Just 
before dawn, we moved into a narrow gulley 
between a buttress and a wall of seracs. Bill 
was about 10 metres above me: 

"Hold on, I can feel your movements in 
the ice up here. It's completely hollow." In the 
gloom to the left, I spotted safer looking mixed 
ground and indicated the direction to Dave 
with my head torch. He traversed over 
beneath me; "Seems okay here, plenty of ice." 
Bill and I descended and crossed over. We all 
roped up, and I led for a few pitches as dawn 
was breaking. 

"Don't worry about photographs, keep 
moving," Dave shouted up. I was standing 
on front points, dividing my attention between 
placing the belay, and the dreamlike quality 
of the pink waves of snow peaks emerging 
from the darkness to the West. "I can see K2," 
I shouted down by way of explanation. The 
trio 50m below were dancing in place on front 
points. 

Another section of soloing over snow 
fields brought us to a steep gulley slanting 
left. Bill and Dave carried on up it, while I led 
Neil up a pitch ofcrumbling rock to a belay on 
scree just below the summit ridge. I could 
hear Neil muttering disparaging comments 

about my sanity as the rocks cascaded down 
on him. The other pair sat on the ridge brewing 
tea and enjoying the show. With some relief, 
we also moved onto the summit ridge. There 
were no more major obstacles ahead. We 
climbed steeply up snow that changed 
consistency every few metres, but remained 
safe. The summit was attained with caution. 
We got out the rope expecting a big cornice, 
but instead were greeted by a razor back 
ridge. At 10:30am, we sat astride the top, 
shaking hands and admiring the views of the 
better known peaks in the direction of the 
Baltoro, the lesser known peaks of the Siachen 
and the more or less unknown peaks that 
now lay around our feet. The sky was clear in 
all directions except toward the Baltoro. I 
could see signs of change and I wondered if 
anyone we knew was on top of any of those 
distant peaks. Five years before to theday,Al 
Rouse had reached the summit of K2. 

We descended the face by various 
methods, first abseiling, then down climbing 
quickly through the worst stone-fall areas 
and finally ploughing down in thigh deep 
snow beneath a spur on the right side of the 
face. It was a gamble descending this 
alternative line, but it seemed from a distance 
at least safer than descending the exposed 
face of our line of ascent. There were times I 
rated the stability of the snow as not much 
better than 50/50. The tiny dots of our bivi 
tentslookedforlornandfaraway. Eventually, 
we were down, our legs like rubber as we 
struggled back across the blazing 
amphitheatre. Dave was ill in the night. By 
midnight, it was snowing heavily. 

We went all the way to Base Camp next 
day. Paul and Lindsay were at Camp 1 on the 
glacier, their journey back up to CKl curtained 
for the time being by the snow. The rest of the 
team were in Base camp when we arrived. 
We spent a couple of days celebrating and 
eating. The desert gardens had seen spring 
and summer while we had been away, now 
were turning autumnal. 

With the main objective achieved, 
motivation for new things was hard to find. I 
did some quick calculations with dates and 
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realised we needed as much luck to get out on 
time as we had to get in. My choice was to 
head home. Dhiren decided to come with me, 
while the LO and Vi jay decided to go down to 
an army camp. The LO had had a good trip, 
climbing a peak and saving one of the Indian 
ladsfromacrevasse. "Butitwasonly6200m", 
he complained to me. "Arun, I climbed for 
nearly 20 years before I went above 6000m." 
He had earned the smile he wore. 

The rest of the team stayed behind to 
explore the North Chong Kumdan Glacier 
and climb a few more peaks. Crossing the 
Saser La in a blinding snow storm, I 
momentarily wished I'd stayed behind. Had 
I done so, I would not have had a job to come 
back to. Everyone else arrived back late, 
flights were missed and the over land journey 
had to be repeated. Dave was the last back, 
allowed to leave Bombay only after Harish 
had taken him to all his favourite restaurants. 
As I opened my sandwiches back in the office, 
it was pleasant to think that someone was 
able to squeeze the last ounce of enjoyment 
from such a successful and happy trip. 

PS. As well as thanking all the Indian members 
and the Manali porters for making it such a 
successful expedition, thanks must also go to 
Lt. General RV. Kulkarni for support from 
the army, Capt. M.S. Kohli, President of the 
IMF for allowing us to climb take part in the 
venture, Major A.K. Srivasta for arranging 
our mules and hospitality at Sumar, and the 
3td Infantry Division at Leh for transport and 
providing hospitality for some of us who 
arrived back unexpectedly early. 

Summary: A personal account of the first 
ascent of Chong Kumdan I (7071 m) the highest 
unclimbed peak in the Indian Himalaya and 
other peaks in the area by an Anglo-Indian 
Expedition. 
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COLA: Increased 
Co111petition Spurs Drive for 
Quality and Value 
Right: Dick Turnbull shares a 
joke with Paul Simkiss of 
DMM at the COLA trade 
show. 
Photo: Bernard Newman. 

Declared Interest. 
The readership may like to 
know that Dick Turnbull is a 
director of Wild Country UK 
and part owner of the Outside 
shop in Hathersage. This in 
no way impairs his ability to 
be equally bolshie about 
anyone and everyone's 
products (on behalf of the 
readership, of course)! 

Below: The new Wild Country 
Super Rocks 
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Harrogate '91, a Gear Editor's View ... 
Well, here we go again! It's the annual 
trade jamboree - or COLA - as the 
autumn trade show is known. COLA 
stands for the Camping and Outdoor 
Leisure Association who put on the 
shindig. Actually the guts of the show 
revolve around a small select branch of 
the outdoor trade - the specialist 
mountain gear manufacturers. 
Harrogate always reels when the 
climbers roll into town. The George, the 
focal drinking pointforthetrade, echoes 
to climbing bullshit and extravagant 
gesticulations where the week before 
men in suits had been discussing the 
latest on computer developments or 
ladies' fashions. 
This year, as most years, significant 
advances in gear _were not obvious. 

However one thing was apparent. More 
and more equipment manufacturers 
seem to be making extraordinarily similar 
products. Okay - colours are slightly 
different, pockets not always identical 
and sizes sometimes conceived from 
different models but products seem to 
be somehow growing more and more 
uniform - a sort of creeping parallel 
development or perhaps a lack of 
independent thought. This was 
admirably illustrated by perhaps the 
most exciting new climbing products at 
the show - DMM's new captive-eye 
Karabiner the Mambo and H.B.'s new 
captive-eye Karabiner the Hooker! Is 
this the result of great minds thinking in 
parallel or is it related to the fact that 
DMM and HB personnel drink in the 

same pub? We may never know but the 
result is where no purpose-builtcaptive
eye quickdraw was available in 1991, 
now for 1992 we have 2 to choose from! 
Meanwhile, while the protagonists 
involved argued over whose idea it really 
was, other hardware developments 
came from Black Diamond's interesting 
3 in one skyhook, the Talon and savage 
looking thin-ice smear protection device, 
the Spectre; Wild Country introducing 
their latest version of the ubiquitous 
Rocks, the Super Rock, and DMM 
launching their newly redesigned cold-

pressed karabiner range with additional 
new purpose bolt clipper, the Eclipse, 
made to complete their Mambo quick 
draw system. None of these reflect any 
great new breakthrough but all help to 
make natural protection easier, more 
secure and quicker to place. Rock 
boots proved to be more disappointing 
as there were very few new models -
perhaps a blessing - and the leading 
models of 1991 will no doubt be the 
most popular in 1992. One that many 
will sadly mourn is the green Runout 
from Asolo, now dropped in favour of 
the new orange version, the Runout II! 
Kamel introduced a good looking basis 
boot, the Mix, and Vertical, whilst now 
Stealth-less, introduced a new Hueco 
and fully laced Friction Loafer. Scarpa 
have also got new shoes, the Phantom 
and the Master II, to replace their existing 
models. The big question in rock boots 
for 1992 is whether or not the opening of 
European markets etc. etc. will lead to 
U.K. climbers getting boots at continental 
prices! 

Harnesses again showed more of the 
same i.e. nothing revolutionary but more 
choice, new colours and of course new 
prices! Beal introduced a women's 
model, the Venus (sexist name, 
perchance!) which is long overdue as 
not all women naturally fit into harnesses 
designed exclusively for men. Troll 
have two new models, the 9A and the 
Rockmaster designed for top 
performers and beginners respectively, 
both of course padded all over. Lyon 
Equipment showed Petzl's latest 
gadget, the Grigri, which although not 
absolutely new (introduced in the 
summer '91) is at least unique. As the 
only self belayer, automatic belayer, 
descender, ascender, device available, 
it deserves attention. Nothing radically 
new in ropes although Mammut have 
new 8.4mm and 10mm ropes, the 
Genesis and new Galaxy, which give 
25% more strength in the sheath for 
extra durability. Troll have a new variant 
on Spectra for slings, Dyneema, which 
utilises European fibres rather than USA 
fibres but performs very much the same. 
Another quirky new product comes from 
Dark Peak - the intriguing Factor X! 
What is it? Well, I don't know what it is 
but put it on your hands and you can't
get them wet! (see pies). Will it replace 
chalk? Who knows but it's a remarkable 
feeling to put your hands into a bowl of 
water, take them out and they're bone 
dry! This area also suffers from parallel 
development, yes Cosmetic Consultants 
Ltd. have their Hands Dry formula: 
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Has anyone noticed the striking resemblance between Above: The HB Hookers, and 
Below: the DMM Mambos? Could they by chance be in any way related. I think we 
should be told. 

claiming, "one drop rubbed gently onto 
dry palms provides the necessary 
protection against hand perspiration for 
up to 5 hours." Is chalk dead - well 

maybe ... perhaps ... 
Ice gear seems to be in the same state 
as rock gear, i.e. nothing really new but 
some new variants on old themes. I 
could see no new modular ice tools 
although Stubai have a new fixed head/ 
pick heavily curved tool and virtually all 
modern ice tools now sport a curved 
shaft for ice fall climbing . Both Grivel 
and Camp have new general 
mountaineering axes: the Airtech and 
theGabarrou II which feature superb 
finish but no new technical features. 
Lowe/Camp's original (still the best?) 
drive-in/screw out tubular ice screw the 
Snarg now has a wider bore for less 
shattering and greater holding power. 
J-Rat from Colorado has introduced a 
new axe loop (for test this winter) which 
looks good and Charle! Moser has 
produced both a kids' technical axe, the 
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P'titalon, and kids' walking axe for all 
those just out of nappies! Meanwhile 
for those alpinists who haven't been 
able to find a good tower stove lately, 
relax, the Markill Stormy Tower cook 
set is now available again and, what's 
more, designed to take the latest Epigas 
thin burner. This combination goes a 
long way to solving winter bivi cooking 
problems although some specialized 
customization is still necessary to get 
the best out of it. 
Now clothing, rucksacks and the rest. 
Again the same message, not a lot new, 
but a lot of very similar products albeit 
most of them valid and good quality. 
However the proliferation of models 
available does mean that the trade is 
now offering more good quality choice 
than ever before and, I feel , beginning 
to move towards a buyer's market rather 
than the traditional seller's market where 
a few major quality suppliers could 
dominate the market. While this may 
not mean a drop in prices yet I am sure 
thatthe increase in competition will have 
a noticeable effect in some areas. 
Goretex, one of the most competitive 
areas may be an example of things to 
come. Forthefirsttime I can remember, 
jackets that can loosely be grouped into 
the same category (i .e. style, 
construction, function, features, etc.) 
may have a price differential of as much 
as £70.00 depending on which brand 
name you buy - and that 's at 
recommended retail prices before any 
discounting. So maybe the steady 
increase in competitive activity may soon 
show visible results in prices on the 
shop floor. 
Back to what's new! All the top brands 
now feature a £200 plus Goretex 
mountain jacket with new additions, 

Edited by Dick Turnbull 

particularly from Phoenix 's Zircon , 
Sprayway's TL Ascent, North Face's 
Fantasy Ridge and Lhotse Mountain 
Jacket and Berghaus' Asgard Jacket.All 
are complete with pit-zips (underarm 
ventilation zips) [except the Asgard] and 
snowsleeves and are cut for extensive 

upper body movement. The new mesh 
lined 2 ply Goretex fabrics now seem to 
have won the day over the older heavier 
3 ply Taslamised laminates as they 
definitely give enhanced breathability 
and easier mobility. New contributors in 
this area are Karrimor, Calange, Mont 
Bell and Mountain Range, all with good 
looking models. More of the same? 
Yes, but all valid lightweight modern 
jackets made to Gore-tex's now exacting 
high standards. Strangely there seems 
to be a dearth of modern P.U . 
(polyurethane) coated breathables in 
full mountain jacket designs despite their 
growing success of these new fabrics in 
other areas. (Patagonia are, as usual, 
the rare exception with their Storm and 
Nitro models.) No new Gore-lex 
salopettes for 1992 - maybe there are 
enough available already! 
Fleece clothing is perhaps the other 
main area of clothing interest and 
surprise , surprise, everyone but 
everyone has a range of (usually 
Malden) fleece jackets of every colour 
and shape. What is new is the growing 
interest in reversible windproof fleece 
with most specialist manufacturers 
having at least one model in their range. 
Usually lined with Pertex for smooth, 
easy-to-wear windproofing, reversible 
fleeces are the best examples of genuine 
user friendly performance wear as they 
deliver what you need - warmth, wind , 
wind protection, comfort and durability 
in one lightweight garment! You can 
see, I like them. As I say everyone's got 
them in their range with the best being 

from Calange, North Cape, North Face, 
Patagonia and Sprayway. 

Other more conventional fleece 
clothing was everywhere with a 
substantial new range of good looking 
colourful jackets and pull-ans from Lowe 
Alpine. Not necessarily very technical, 
butthey look good and are competitively 
priced. 
If fleece is not warm enough for you 
then Rab continues to produce new 
down clothing that reflects his careful 
mix of though no-nonsense design with 

good looks. Not an e§ISY combination . 
To match his popular lightweight Kinder 
down sweater he now has a lightweight 
jacket, the Glacier, complete with 
interactive zips to "mate garment with 

Vapour 
Barrier 

· Socks - Do 
They Work? 
If you've not heard of the 

Vapour Barrier principle, this 

is what is means: to combat 

the deteriorating effect 

moisture has on the insulation 

value of garments (i.e. socks) 

the user protects them from 

getting wet from both the 

outside (ie rain etc) and from 

the inside (ie sweat). To 

achieve this you have to stop 

the sweat from reaching the 

socks by isolating your feet 

from your socks. As a result 

your socks stay dry (as does 

your inner boot etc) and you 

don't get cold feet even alter 

several days on the hill. 

How to do it! 

You put a thin polypropylene 

or non-absorbent sock on first 

then stick your feet in a plastic 

bag (designer versions of VPS 

are available for up-market 

users!) Then put your 

insulating sock on and your 

foot into the boot. Atthe end of 

a day, just change the thin 

inner sock. Your loot will be 

wet, but much drier than 

without VPS! 

Does it work? Yes. Quite 

simply, it not only improves 

warmth, but in my experience 

it also improves comfort. Try it 

especially if you're going to be 

out for some time. The longer 

you're on the hill, the more 

important it is. In fact, it's so 

good that some diehards use

the principle in clothing, 

sleeping systems etc. I think 

I'll let someone else report on 

wearing plastic underwear 

though! 
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Plastic Boots Update 

Detailed Changes in Design 
l111prove Perforn,ance and 
Con,fort of Plastic Boots 

Above: The Vega from Scarpa. 

COLA ... 
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waterproof shells from the U.K. leading 
manufacturers!" I also liked his new 
Shelter rip-stop fabric which is Pertex 
treated with a light P.U. breathable 
coating. Down jackets and sleeping 
bags covered in Shelter help to solve 
the paranoia felt when rain is in the air 
and substantially improve warmth. 
I cannot begin to cover fully the amazing 
proliferation of clothing now available! 
It would bore me rigid , let alone you! 
However, one thing is sure, quality is 
genuinely improving and whilst good 
gear is (and always has been) 
expensive, it is fair to say that increased 
competition and a gloomy economic 
outlook are keeping price increases 
rea~onable - for the moment. 

Rucksacks 
The most important event is the arrival 
of a new name, in the U.K. at least -
Macpac. Famous for quality 
workmanship, simple, even austere, 
design, a strange semi canvas 
polycotton fabric and incredible 
longevity, Macpac sacks are the 
antithesis of the modern go-faster 
rainbow look adopted by many of 
Europe's leading sack makers. Nearly 
all their range is•good but to me the best 
example of their approach to how packs 

Plastic Ice Climbing Boots - An Update 
Since Steve Foster's comprehensive plastic 
boot review in Mountain 119, things have 
changed - a lot. As in many specialist areas 
of gear, development has a patchy pattern 
with great revolutions followed by years of 
tweaking and customization. Plastic boots 
are currently running through a prolonged 
period of tweaking and customizing mainly 
due to the exceptionally high origination 
costs inherent in making a whole new size 
range of plastic injection moulds and the 
smallness of the market that wants them. It 
is a big gamble which will only pay off if the 
new model captures a substantial market 
share . Hence no new models of substance 
have been launched for some time. 
However, there has been a lot of tweaking. 
For simplicity's sake I shall concentrate on 
the most popular European models that 
dominate the world market. 

should be is their 40 litre alpine pack, 
the Pursuit, and their 80 litre monster, 
the Glissade. Other pack interest was 
mainly in revamped ranges from 
Karrimor and Lowe. Karrimor now has 
a whole range of Alpinists from 35 
litres upwards while Lowe has 
introduced a new texturized fabric into 
its mid price range making them tougher. 
Lowe also has a comprehensive new 
line of women's sacks, the Nanda Devi 
Range, which is about time too in view 
of dismal lack of _genuine choice 
available to women to date. 

Sleeping Bags. 
Sorry, the same old story. i.e. increasing 
numbers of good bags available with 
only a few outstanding models. New 
however is Mountain Equipment's 
Voyager range of synthetic bags with 
the top 4 season model offering a 
waterproof membrane outer all for 
£120.00. Looks interesting but sadly 
we won't know till March. Macpac also 
has a range of down sleeping bags with 
their top models also featuring water 
resistant (i.e. not waterproof.0 bags as 
does Rab with the Shelter covered 
versions of his Premier and Standard 
ranges . 
What else is new? Well , to be honest, 

ASOLO 
Asolo's innovative AFS plastic boot system 
represents the 2nd generation in the evolution 
of plastic boots. First generation models 
used (and still use) ski boot technology to 
manufacture a hard plastic shell into which is 
fitted a well lasted and lace controlled inner 
boot. This technology depends primarily 
(generalizations, of course!) on the inner 
boot providing the fit and comfort and the 
outer shell the support and rigidity . These 
relatively rigid outer shells were unable to 
offer a close, foot-hugging fit, which made it 
difficultto preserve the technical performance 
required. Asolo saw that the new plastic 
boots were rightly capturing the market in 
the ?O's but also saw their shortcomings 
both in overall comfort and sensitivity. 
By developing an integral shank, heel counter 
and toe box, the AFS system, upon which to 
base the boot, Asolo was able to mould 
better designed softer Pelax uppers which 
helped to give the boots a closer more 
technical fit. This approach works as it gives 
the user a closer fit, leading tog realer comfort 
and technical efficiency. For Asolo it also 
meant that a whole range was possible with 
more precise qualities for the different 
activities required. However, drawbacks have 

not enough to really get you going. New 
multifarious variants on old themes 
seems to be the outlook for some time 
to come. The message of this Harrogate 
COLA show is that there is no big idea 
to set us all alight. However with more 
players in the market and consumer 
growth not currently rampant, quality 
and competitiveness are becoming 
increasingly vital goals for 
manufacturers who want the business. 
However, back at the George, nobody 
seems to care as everyone goes hoarse 
with bullshit - for the third night in a row. 
P(h).S. 
Most sought after catalogue at the show 
had to be the bogus "Phoenix Tent 
Collection", the least risque illustration 
from which is reproduced here. 
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become apparent and these centred 
particularly on the durability of both the 
shanking system and the ruggedness of the 
outer shell designs. This is where changes 
have been made as disquieting reports of 
shanks snapping and shells ripping don 't do 
any manufacturer any good! 
Improvements: 1991 models have all been 
re-vamped rather than redesigned . So: 
Inners: No major change here although all 
models have had the lasts redesigned for 
better heel retention etc. Still EVA non
absorbant foam with injected PU foam for 
fitting at ankles etc. 
AFS Shank: New shank construction for 
technical models (101 , Expedition, Superlite). 
Aluminium honeycomb has been replaced 
by moulded fibreglass and PU resin shank 
reinforced top and bottom with carbonfibre 
resin and then 'autoclaved' (or for all us 
normal people, 'baked') 
Lacing System: Inset eyelets now replace 
the first 4 D rings on the inner shell lacing 
(less pull out risk at major stress points!) 
The remaining D rings have been redesigned 
to shred the laces less! 
Outer boot lacing is basically the same but 
the top two hooks on the cuff are slightly 
brought forward to help prevent catching 
when walking! And the shell is reinforced to 
help them stay in when pulled viciously! 
Shell: Pebax materials unchanged. Stitching 
lines on shell are reinforced and protected 
now by raised rims rather than being laid into 
moulded lines. This means that there is now 
no weakening or thinning of the shell at the 
stitch lines. This should prevent shells ripping 
catastrophically along stitch lines. 
'Achilles ' heel insert now strengthened. 
Overall the changes make the boots more 
durable. Weight hardly suffers and fit, comfort 
and performance are maintained. Positive 
Stuff. 
Asolo AFS 101 £179.95 AsoloAFS Expedition 
£224.95 Asolo AFS Superlite £184.95 

Koflach 
If Asolo represent the 2nd generation of 
plastic boot evolution then Koflach are the 
definitive representation of the first 
generation. To many, Koflach equals plastic 
boots as Koflach was the name that 
spearheaded the dramatic late ?O's and 80's 
revolution that released us all from leather 
climbing boots. However, Koflach's reign 
did not last for ever as new technologies and 
Koflach 'sown internal problems pushed them 
out of the number one position. Not that 
there was anything intrinsically wrong with 
their products but they committed the 
cardinal sin of leading an emergent market 
and failing to develop the product enough to 
keep ahead. 
Now, things are changing. Koflach have 
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reissued their existing range with a number 
of much-needed changes. However, the 
shells are basically the same and we shall 
have to wait to see whether they intend to 
fully re-enter the market with brand new 
products or are content to offer much 
improved versions of their original models. 
Major changes: Quite simply the two major 
changes are a new floating cuff system to 
enhance comfort and the introduction of non 
absorbant inners to their main mountain 
boots the Arctic Clima, Air Comprex Vario, 
Arctis-Expedition and top of the range Arctis
Vario. There is more than that obviously (ie. 
Arctis Vario features a 'techno buckle' clip 
tightening system instead of laces - good 
idea but clumsily executed at present) and 
minor features like the perforation of inner 
boots for better circulation (Air Comprex 
System) are marginal (if not marketing!) 
improvements. However, the floating cuff 
does seem to enhance usability (and the new 
main rivets are now more reliable I'm told) 
by making walking slightly less clumsy, and 
the non-absorbant inners are definitely better 
as no boot should be considered for serious 
alpine usage without reliable warm inner 
boots. 
All in all , Koflach are attempting to fight back 
after a period in the wilderness (market 
share I mean, not actual!) As the boots once 
led the market, famed fortheirshell durability 
and for being so much better and lighter than 
leather boots, that does prove that there is 
nothing intrinsically wrong with the basic 
concept. The latest offerings are really the 
same but now brought up to date and as a 
result, still valid. 
Arctis Vario (buckled) £209.95 , Arctis 
Expedition (laced) £199.95, Artie Clima 
£189.95 , Air Comprex Vario £164.95 . 

Scarpa 
Last but not least (well not now anyway!) is 
Scarpa's latest offering, the Vega. Scarpa 
have always opted for the 1st generation 
approach in designing a 'soft ankle cuff with 
rigid foot' outer shell and then fitting it with 
a complex laced inner boot which provides 
the comfort and insulation. The value of this 
approach is the ruggedness of the stiff shelled 
outer boot but its downside, lack of sensitivity, 
restricted fit tolerance, lower comfort levels, 
are very dependent on the lasting and shape 
of the outer shell. 
Scarpa's original offering, the Grinta suffered 
from all the drawbacks that stem from a shell 
last that was not right! It was too narrow and 
always too tight and as a result was 
unpopular. (Luckily it was difficultto fit in the 
shops so not that many people bought it!) 
Now with the new Vega, Scarpa have 
redesigned the outer boot mould to give a fit 
that it both wider and deeper over the instep 

but well able to control the heel as well as 
deciding to use the more pliable cold tolerant 
Pebax material to help improve the overall 
performance and fit. With these changes 
Scarpa have a good, solid , well fitting boot 
that can compete equally with other 
competitors ' products . No wonder they 
changed the colour to pink/purple to get 
away from any association with the old Grinta! 
The inner boot is perhaps the best made of 
the boots considered here . The non
absorbant EVA close cell foam is firm and 
supportive (as well as warm) and well 
protected in potential wear spots (toe, heel, 
ankles). The laden (wool) insole should 
perhaps be replaced by one of a non 
absorbant material. This is an inner that you 
could genuinely use as a hut boot as the sole 
is well protected with rubber and the overall 
finish is sound enough to handle without the 
outer. 
The Vega offers good no-nonsense 
performance with good durability of both 
outer and inner. It may not represent the last 
word in technical innovation in plastic boots 
but it does show that the original design 
approach to plastic mountain boots still has 
a lot of validity. · · 
Scarpa Vega £179.95 

Top: The AFS 101 from 
Asolo. 
Above: The Koflach Air 
Comprex Vario. 
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Ed Douglas 
examines some 

environmental problems 

facing the World's 

mountain areas and 

discovers that existing 

administrative 

structures dedicated to 

preserving them may not 

be up to the task. 

"You have despised nature;"wroteJohn 
Ruskin at the beginning of the twentieth 
century; "that it is to say, all the deep 
and sacred sensations of natural 
scenery. The French revolutionists 
made stables of the cathedrals of the 
earth; you have made racecourses of 
the cathedrals of the earth. Your one 
conception of pleasure is to drive in 
railroad carriages round their aisles and 
eat off their altars."' 

Ruskin 's anger at the violation of Alpine 
areas may be a little more divinely 
inspired than current environmental 
concerns, and for the readers of 
Mountain a little too personal for comfort. 
But the agony of despoliation for 
exploitation affects us all at the end of 
this violent and frenzied period of our 
history. How Ruskin's whiskers would 
shiver in apoplexy if he saw the current 
situation or if he strolled around any one 
of the faceless ski resorts, smelt the 
stench of shit at a mountain hut er sat in 
a traffic jam, miles from the mountains. 
The Alps currently generate almost 25% 
of the World's tourism turnover, around 
US$52 billion a year2• By the mid-1990s, 
tourism will be the biggest industry on 
the planet. There are in the Alpine region 
around 3,000 cable railways and 13,000 
ski-lifts making 1.3 billion passenger 
lifts a year. In other words, in a four year 
period, the World 's population could go 
skiing in the Alps . One Tyrolean village 
has a resident population of 7,000 and 
2 million overnight stays a year3. 52 
million tons of freight travel each year 
on the transalpine north-south route, 
much of it on roads which consume vast 

38 

acreages and add to the already 
considerable levels of pollutants in the 
atmosphere, which damages 
forestation , which is further weakened 
by skiing on insufficient snow cover, 
thus exacerbating erosion and 
damaging new growth. Research has 
shown that landslides and avalanches 
have increased as a result of 
development•. 
And I could, I imagine, continue ad 
nauseam, about the importance of the 
Alps as a water supplier, of the problems 
of artificial snow pollution , of agricultural 
exploitation and uncontrolled 
development. We are hugging the Alps 
to death. What makes these problems 
especially intractable is the reliance of 
70% of the 12 million people who live in 
the Alps on tourism, either directly or 
indirectly, for their livelihood5• 

Two points seem salient from this tidal 
wave of catastrophe. First, individuals 
can do little and should not be made to 
feel that it is up to them alone to change 
the World. We elect politicians and join 
lobby groups to do that for us, and while 
it is up to us to ensure that they fulfil their 
mandate, it is only by organising that 
problems can be challenged. 
Generalised romantic notions of loving 
the planet and all its little furry creatures 
detract from the purpose, which is the 
recovery and protection of specific 
natural and semi-natural habitats. 
Secondly, the role of those who go to 
the hills has to be clearly defined and 
resolutely pursued. A difference in 
tactics, which I shall explore later, does 
not preclude a similarity in strategy. For 
instance, Robin Walker wrote in a report 

on the telepherique proposal for the 
Bulnes area of the Pi cos de Europa that 
"we cannot abandon the mountains to 
the will of the speculators and tourism 
sharks. Nor can we resign ourselves to 
the perniciously comfortable idea that 
we can do nothing for the future of our 
remaining , unspoilt mountain 
areas ... Small groups of volunteers 
working at local level and free from the 
restraints of bureaucracy, working 
quickly, efficiently and imaginatively, are 
perhaps the most effective safeguard 
our mountains have."6 

This idea of small groups of local activists 
is essentially sound, at least up to a 
point. The Mountain Wilderness 
demonstration in the Vallee Blanche in 
1988 (when a banner was hung from 
the telecabinewires}7 was not precisely 
made up of local activists considering 
the participation of Reinhold Messner 
and other notables, but it did illustrate 
how direct action can gain attention and 
help focus attitudes. Some might 
observe that this demonstration 
antagonised the local population who 
rely on tourism for their income, but I 
personally consider that to be no bad 
thing . It is in the interests of indigenous 
populations that sustainable practices 
are pursued, as German MEP Karl 
Partsch observes: "Ecologically sound, 
long-term economic management must 
be supported while short-term 
exploitation, which deprives future 
generations of their livelihood, must be 
banned."" 
Mountain Wilderness was created 
following a conference of the same name 
in 1987 and rapidly gained attention as 

Above: The cement quarry 
near Hope, situated in one of 
the most beautiful Derbyshire 
dales, is a living monument to 
planning folly. 
Photo: Ed Douglas 
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a direct action group whose trustees 
can demand instant media access. Its 
adoption of certain causes has helped 
considerably to raise consciousness if 
nothing else. As a catalyst for change 
such abrasive organisations are crucial. 
Unfortunately , gestures can be 
misinterpreted and only work for specific 
situations. Current problems in the 
United Kingdom illustrate how dramatic 
gestures are not the only answer. 
A recent problem faced by all those who 
know the value rather than the price of 
wilderness areas , has been the 
proposed sale of the 77,000 acre Mar 
Lodge estate by billionaire John Kluge, 
who reputedly bought the estate so that 
his wife could have the Windsors as 
neighbours . The broadcaster and 
journalist Derek Cooper9 once wrote of 
the Highlands and Islands that "the key 
problem of this devastated region [is] 
land ownership. Allowing vast areas of 
land to be owned by individuals has 
over the years proved to be the very 
worst form of social contract. " His 
comment applies in this case, too. 
The importance of protecting this area, 
lying as it does within one of Europe's 
least modified mountain landscapes, 
cannot be overstated and the 
Government's inability to offer any sort 
of coherent policy or understanding 
illustrates the need for legislation and 
vigilance. That a successful outcome 
remains a possibility (the situation is 
unclear at the time of writing) is due to 
co-ordinated and sustained pressure 
from interested parties and also to 
sympathetic media coverage. But other 
interested , some might say self
interested, parties have been at work. 
Tory peers managed this year to 
undermine the integrity of Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest by requiring 
their review and possible removal in 
Scotland as an amendment to the 
Natural Heritage (Scotland) bill. This 
prompted the resignation of Professor 
Sir Frederick Holliday from his position 
as chairman of the Joint Nature 
Committee for Great Britain , seriously 
damaging the British Government's 
credibility. 
That such moves can be countenanced 
is a result of what Bill Wright, BMC 
Access and Conservation Officer, terms 
as the "last vestiges of a feudal system". 
While he supports efforts to buy Mar 
Lodge for the benefit of all rather than a 
the over-indulged few, he points out 
that not every estate that comes on the 
market can be purchased. He prefers 
the legislative route for protection, 
although the UK Government has 
repeatedly avoided that option too. 
It is a depressing irony that countries 
even more dedicated to the faith of 
capitalism than Britain chose state 
ownership as the most effective 
conservation option. Climbers may feel 
detached from or overwhelmed by these 
gordian political knots but there are 
some immediate conclusions that can 
be drawn. Bill Wright sees "the primary 
concern being the natural resource." If 
we begin to establish options for 
conservation with access, which is what 
I suspect most climbers want, then this 
must be the fundamental principle. 
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Whatever we do to the land, must be 
considered in the context of its effect 
and whether that effect is sustainable or 
destructive. Thus agricultural and 
transport policies can be considered in 
the same frame of reference as footpaths 
and bird restrictions and we can begin 
to consider structured levels of response 
from what we can do as small groups of 
individuals or as states or as supra
states. Prioritising public transport, 
encouraging sustainable farming 
practices together with increased public 
access (as the British Government 
hopes to do with the Countryside 
Stewardship scheme) are important to 
the future of the countryside but seem 
to bear little relation to us as climbers. 
There may be some justification for that 
view, although as participants in the 
World 's wilderness dramas we should 
be at the forefront of conservation 
debates. So feel free to join Greenpeace 
and vote for the party with the best 
environmental policies. But there are 
more specific areas where our voices 
can be heard, and in many ways we 
aren 't raising them . The obsession 
amongst climbers on the issue of bolts 

that for ourselves and we are currently 
failing . 
Even high profile events like Mountain 
Wilderness ' K2 clean -up have ill 
considered elements to them. As Al 
Hinkes, recently back from Broad Peak, 
points out, the clean-up only reached 
7000m (although some sources have 
suggested the true height was 6500m) 
and a number of unhelpful practices 
were employed including cutting but not 
removing old slings in pegs. In the 
broader context the numbers of porters 
required probably did as much 
environmental damage on the walk-in 
as was rectified on the mountain. 
Obviously, popular Himalayan peaks 
require attention but it must be done 
within the context of education and 
understanding, not pure symbolism. 
While environmental problems in 
Europe and to some extent the United 
States rely enormously on the political 
will of governments (and the European 
Community which seems considerably 
more aware than some of its member 
states), the Himalaya offer us the 
opportunity to make ourselves heard 
more clearly because we have a lot of 

The obsession amongst climbers on the issue of bolts and 
the tendency to see it in an environmental context has 
blunted the response to genuine environmental concerns. 
and the tendency to see it in an 
environmental context has blunted the 
response to genuine environmental 
concerns. 
Armando Menocal of the American 
Access Fund terms it thus: "The 
environmental consequences of the 
increased number of climbers in terms 
of trail erosion, vegetation impacts and 
trash are much greater than the impact 
of bolts . Further , these other 
environmental consequences are 
manageable and correctable, whenever 
we can get land managers and climbers 
to stop focusing on the ethical debates 
about bolts and deal with the real impacts 
on the environment of the surge in 
climbing activity." 
Talking to Bill Wright you get a similar 
though obviously British response . 
Genuine concerns are the level of 
quarrying in National Parks or the 
management of footpaths on upland, 
not what is ethical flavour of the month. 
In May of this year the U IAA's 
Mountaineering Commission described 
itself as "deeply concerned" about the 
use of fixed equipment and specifically 
bolts . The BMC's President Ian 
McNaught-Davis added that "it would 
be an appalling tragedy if mountain 
cliffs and alpine peaks became riddle 
with ironmongery". The irony being, of 
course , that the Alps have been riddled 
with ironmongery for years as well as 
being festooned with fixed ropes and 
the odd telepherique station. But these 
practices are associated with 
commercial concerns like guiding and 
so are above criticism. Nobody is going 
to write our agenda for us, we must do 

the expertise. Doug Scott is, because of 
his considerable experience, in an 
unique position to judge the tourism 
explosion. And it has been quite an 
explosion. Between 1976 and 1988 the 
number of trekking permits issued in 
Nepal rose from 13,000 to 61 ,00010• 

The problems for the local culture and 
environment have obviously been 
considerable, although as Scott points 
out "the Sherpa . . . jealously guard their 
rights as individuals and . . . have to be 
treated and respected as individuals."" 
Last month Chris Bonington helped 
launch the Himalayan Tourist Code in 
London on behalf of Tourism Concern 
as part of an attempt to educate tourists, 
trekkers and mountaineers. Bonington 
described it as an "encouraging step" 
and hinted at a certain frustration with 
the lack of environmental action. On the 
subject of the U IAA he was a little more 
direct. "One of the problems of the U IAA 
is that it is so bog-ridden in its committee 
structure that it never does anything. I 
would like to concentrate my efforts , 
and I would like the BMC to do the 
same, in changing the UIAA. You need 
a forum where all the ideas of different 
organisations like the Himalayan 
Adventure Trustor Mountain Wilderness 
can be aired. And we need an agreed 
code of conduct. " In September the 
Nepalese government increased peak 
fees for Everest from £4,700 to £6,000 
because of environmental damage 
caused by mountain!;lers12 . A code of 
conduct that is observed could save us 
money as well as the environment. It 
works in Alaska and it can work in the 
Himalaya. 
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Environmental 

issues should not 

be confused with 

purely climbing 

matters like 

equipment testing 

or competitions. 

They should be the 

central purpose of 

one flexible, 

responsive and 

international 

structure sharing 

information and 

lobbying 

governments. 
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Perhaps the way forward has been 
shown by the US Access Fund, an 
independent organisation set up by the 
American Alpine Club . Armando 
Menocal explains the thinking behind 
the move: "The separation of the Access 
Fund from the AAC was basically 
brought about by our different 
organisational goals and resulting 
needs. Advocacy and the capacity to 
raise the kind of money necessary to 
carry on the program of protecting 
climbers require a substantial 
membership base ." The British 
Mountaineering Council are also looking 
at ways of broadening its base, through 
the Mountain Protection Fund which 
will be set up in the next few months and 
concentrate initially on the maintenance 
of upland footpaths with the assistance 
of the Mountaineering Council of 
Scotland and the Ramblers' Association . 
This independence is more important 
than climbers might initially imagine. 
Consider the development for the 
Albertville 1992 Winter Olympics. A 
report to the EC parliament warned that 
"it is feared that this project will cause 
further deterioration of the alpine region ." 
Could the UIAA even raise its hand to 
ask a question with European climbing 
interests so heavily invested in 
persuading the International Olympic 
Committee to include competition 
climbing in , if you haven 't guessed, the 
Winter Olympics? 
We must examine the possibility that 
the structures that support our access 
and conservation work stifle real 
progress . The committee system is 
bureaucratic, open to abuse and diverts 
resources . And it's not particularly 
democratic. Environmental issues 
should not be confused with purely 
climbing matters like equipment testing 
or competitions. They should be the 
central purpose of one flexible , 
responsive and international structure 
sharing information and lobbying 
governments. 
The importance of information in all this 
is critical. Well-founded conclusions are 
largely unavailable to the general 
mountaineering public, let alone raw 
data. We must educate ourselves to 
present convincing arguments and this 
information must be shared on an 
international scale : The UIAA claims to 
represent 2.3 million climbers in 59 
countries. If we could mobilise the 
financial resources and sheer voting 
power of a fraction of this global 
electorate , mutually supporting 
campaigns in individual member 
countries, we could bring much greater 
pressure to bear on disinterested 
governments. As I hope I have shown, 
many difficulties are common to all of us · 
and a global approach will gather the 
necessary authority to get things done. 
There has also to be a greater 
contribution from commercial interests. 

"People who make money from climbing rely on access being maintained and the 
environment being managed sensitively. " Photo: Jess Stock - Stock Shot. 

The Access Fund has backing from a 
number of companies, and this should 
be a basic understanding in every 
country. Armando Menocal again: "The 
Access Fund intends to raise substantial 
amounts of money . . . to acquire .. 
climbing areas. We are far from rich and 
view ourselves as a lean, aggressive 
organisation supported by hundreds of 
volunteers and the climbing industry." 
People who make money from climbing 
rely on access being maintained and 
the environment being managed 
sensitively . There are companies in the 
UK, Brasher Boots, DMM and Wild 
Country spring to mind, who understand 
that this is an investment and not charity 
work. Others must follow. 
And as individuals we can start 
acknowledging that the World has 
changed. We cannot continue to treat 
such issues in an offhand manner. Well
meaning stunts do not solve problems; 
money and hard work do. And we r.1ust 
stop treating wilderness areas as a 
stadium for the ego. Ruskin 's views 

may not appeal to many mountaineers 
but after a century of exploitation, he 
does, I feel, have a point. 

Footnotes 

1: From Sesame and Lilies by John Ruskin, George 
Allen, 1907. 
2: From the Repo;t of the European Parliament's 
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Consumer Protection on the danger to natural and 
semi-natural habitat in the Alps posed by the steady 
increase in summer and winter tourism. Latest figures 
for the Alps are unavailable but current World tourism 
turnover is US$250 billion. As a comparison, the 
whole of the UK has a current annual turnover of 
US$13 billion. 
3: From Valley of Fears by Madeleine Bunting, The 
Guardian21st December, 1990. This article contains 
interesting information on the work of the Austrian 
Alpine Club. 
4: See Note 3 (p16). 
5: See Note 3 (p16). 
6: See Info Section, Mountain 131. 
7: See Info Section, Mountain 125. 
8: See Note 3 (p 52). 
9: From Hebridean Connection by Derek Cooper, 
Fontana, (revised edition)1991. An excellent 
introduction to the crimes committed against the 
Scottish landscape and its people. 
10: Information from Tourist Concern. 
11 : From The Himalaya and the Pace of Change by 
Doug Scott, Mountain 111. 
12: As reported in The Independent, 24t~ 
September, 1991. 
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Competitions 
Compiled by Pete Gomersall 

Better Grass-Roots 
Support Needed for 
International Events 
The International competition scene 
is in a constant state of flux. This is 
also replicated on a smaller scale at 
British National level. On the one 
hand there are great difficulties in 
attempting to organise major 
competitions while on the other some 
small events that have taken place 
have drawn criticism. If competition 
climbing is to develop there is a real 
need to develop minor competitions 
at both regional and national level. 
Looking for reasons why small events 
have not become popular in Britain is 
easy. The historical development of 
indoor climbing walls has led to an 
accumulation of permanent 
structures with no real flexibility 
incorporated into their design. If we 
look at French development of walls, 
parallels can be drawn between this 
and the development of redpointing. 
The French developed technique of 
redpointing evolved from adapting 
British free climbing methods in order 
to produce extremely hard climbs. In 
a similar way the French came to look 
at and discuss our climbing walls. 
They took away the information, 
applied it to their own needs and 
came up with a design concept that 
has influenced the whole world. It is 
only very recently thatthere has been 
any real effect in this country but 
things are now changing. Without 
walls that can be altered with ease 
small competitions are a non starter. 
It is only developments with variable 
panels and interchangeable holds 
that can really hold valid 
competitions. The lack of suitable 
venues was almost certainly one of 
the reasons that led to the Crookrise 
bouldering competition which drew 
many entrants and much criticism 
earlier this year. One move in the 
right direction is a bouldering 
competition at the Berghaus 
Newcastle wall in November. 
Hopefully this will act as a catalyst 
for other events of this nature and 
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also act as a precursor for the final 
round of the World Cup in 
Birmingham. Even as I write 
information about a 'bouldering 
league' on northern climbing walls is 
being talked about. 
If one looks at the types of 
competitions organised in other 
countries it is quite interesting. In 
France, where competitions were 
initially developed they have losttheir 
major sponsor that covered team 
expenses and the World Cup event. 
There is now no financial support for 
the team and no World Cup event in 
Lyon. However, they still have the 
best developed national and regional 
infrastructure for producing small 
scale competitions. Many climbers 
therefore have the opportunity to take 
part in competitions to sample their 
delights or develop their egos. 
In America, the bastion of the word 
competition, they have failed to 
maintain enough interest for 
international events yet have 
developed a healthy circuit of about 
eight National competitions. One can 
only speculate as to why this is the 
case but it is not for the lack of trying. 
Jeff Lowe in particular has spent a 
great deal of time and money to no 
avail. 
In the German speaking parts of 
Europe there are both an excellent 
number of small competitions and 
also several extremely well run and 
supported International events that 
are economically viable. The 
Austrians for example purchased 
outright an International standard 
competition wall. Obviously this will 
save money only in the long term but 
at leastthey are making and operating 
an integrated and long term plan 
rather than the type of random on
goings in this country. One wonders 
why there are such national 
differences. Is it the lack of available 
funds? I don't think it is the only 
problem although it is always a factor. 

} 

In most cases it is the lack of a 
professional activist working 
exclusively to generate and maintain 
interest. The people in Germany and 
Austria who do this so well are part of 
their national federation , have a 
mandate to actively develop and 
organise competitions and follow 
nationally agreed plans. Some 
countries have succeeded, their 

; 

recipe for success needs to be 
adapted and applied if Britain and 
other countries want a complete 
competition infrastructure. 

Top: These competition walls 
can be a touch steep. Nanette 
Raybaud doesn 't seem 
particularly bothered though, 
during the final at the World 
Cup event in Innsbruck which 
she won. 
Above: Susi Good, Robyn 
Erbesfield and Nanette 
Raybaud receive winning 
acclaim at Innsbruck. 
All Photos: Igor Koller. 
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Resufts 
Clusone 
Men: 1-Fran,ois Legrande (F), 
2- Didier Raboutou (F), 
3- Ovchinnikov (USSR). 
Women: 1- Susi Good (CH), 
2- Isabelle Patissier (F) , 
3- Luisa lovane (I). 

Arco 
Men: 1- Yuii Hiraiama (JAP) , 
2-Patxi Aracena (E) , 
3-Francois Legrande (F). 
Women: 1- Isabelle Patissier (F) , 
2- Susi Good (CH), Lynn Hill 
(USA). 

Innsbruck 
Men: 1- Salavat Rachmetov 
(USSR), 2- Yuii Hiraiama (JAP) 
Fran9ois Legrand (F), Ben Moon 
(GB).(Tied). 
Women : 1- Nanette Raybaud (F), 
2- Robyn Erbesfield (USA), 
3- Susi Good (CH). 

Frankfurt 
Men: 1- Fran9ois Legrand (F), 
2- Yuii Hirayama (JAP), 3- Guido 
Kostermayer (0 ). 
Women: 1- Susi Good (CH), 
2- Isabelle Patissier (F), 
3- Robyn Erbesfield (USA). 
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Recent 
Competitions 

Since the previous Mountain report there 
has been a steady stream of competitions. 
Ther seem to have been some problems, 
major or minor, at most of them. At Serre 
Chevalier the most recent changes to the 
infamous D5 UIAA rule were implemented. 
Climbers are now separated using a double 
++ system, "what?" I hear you ask. For the 
benefits of cost, speed and spectator appeal 
a climber's high point is measured in terms 
of the last hold actually held. Unfortunately 
this includes not only the climber who has 
just managed to get hold of it but the climbers 
who just fails to get the next. In terms of 
actual height or the position touched then 
there could be a difference of about 1.5 
metres or more. The result is that many 
climbers are at the same hold. If one actually 
pulls up on the hold attempting to do the next 
move the climber is given a+. If the climber 
attempts to take the next hold but can only 
touch it then they are given a++. This tends 
to accumulate climbers at the same position 
and can lead to split results. 

At Clusone, the Italian round of the 
World Cup, the men's final was scrapped 
after completion and the competitors climbed 
again. The line of the route was so vague that 
it was impossibletoworkoutwhere it actually 
went! All the finalists failed at the same 
height but on completely different parts of 
the vertical wall. The second attempt at a 
final was little better although it did provide 
a result. Unfortunately the last competitor 
competed in virtual darkness ; alpine 
experience and a head torch would have 
been useful. Robert Cortijo who 'played' on 
the first final route the following day found it 
to be about 8b+. A completely ridiculous 
grade even for a worked competition route. 
This was sadly typical of the whole 
competition. In both the men's and women's 
events only two people completed routes in 
the whole competition . This was at the 
relatively easy quarter-final stage. Rumours 
about the overly difficult routes following the 
competition suggested that a route setter 
who could only on-sight F7b+ was hardly a 
recommendation for an international event. 

The following weekend at Arco a poorly 
designed, worked route created similar 
problems. Once through the crux on this 
route the climber gained several easy metres. 
Unfortunately only one person managed to 
do this. This results in an easy height gain 
when the heights are added from the on
sight round. It can, as at Arco this year, 
accelerate a climbers result from an average 
position to an unassailable winning margin. 

At Innsbruck in September the D5 
serpent raised its ugly head once again 
resulting in an poor walk outfrom the winners 
rostrum of the climbers in second place. The 
fracas could have been avoided but it was 
badly handled. The result was in the end not 
in doubt, at least within the terms of the 
present rules. However, many questions can 
be asked. The semi-final proved too easy 
which worried the route-setters into altering 

Above: Franr;ois Legrand on the Final route at Clusone. Far Left: Susi Good, from 
Switzerland, on the "Work Route" at Arco. Photos: Igor Koller. 

the final route. This resulted in an extremely 
difficult move 3 metres below the belay. The 
sequence to continue the route was plainly 
obvious. Hold the left and take the next hold 
with the right hand. The problem was thatthe 
route-setters had removed the crucial left 
foothold. This forced the climbers to slap 
from a friction foothold to attempt to catch a 
small right-hand hold. This was the only way 
to continue the route. Four out of the five 
climbers to reach this point attempted the 
route this way. The other climber realised 
that it was impossible for him to complete 
the sequence that way, therefore made the 
move from the relatively large right-hand 
hold placing his left hand easily on the hold 
everyone was slapping their right for. The 
result was that he held a higher hold. However, 
it would have been impossible for him to 
continue the route; he fell from this higher 
hold. The climbers attempting the 'correct' 
sequence all failed atthe saflle move. Should 
they consequently be placed lower? With the 
present rules they were most certainly joint 
second, but is this actually fair? Is this a 
situation where the route-setter might offer 
his opinion as to the 'correct' sequence? As 
I understand, ASCI is in fact arguing for a 
further change to D5 that would incorporate 
this aspect of subject judgement into the 

rule. The climbers in second place who 
refused to stand on the podium have been 
reprimanded by the UIAA. They have been 
disqualified from the competition and asked 
to repay the competition winnings. It seems 
thatthis is a little harsh since I personally feel 
that the situation could have been handled 
better by the competition judges and possibly 
avoided. I am aware of at least a British 
appeal against this decision. 

Lastly , in October, the World 
Championships got underway after many 
changes in format. In the end the favoured 
combination of both on-sight and worked 
routes was dropped in favour of a straight 
on-sight competition. This is a pity as this 
would have been a real difference between 
the World Cup and the World Championships. 

It may seem to you readers that it has all 
been problems so far this year but this could 
not be further from the truth . In general the 
competitions have been well run , excellently 
attended and a good basis for development. 
All that is now necessary is to tie up a few 
loose ends and we shall have an excellent 
series of International competitions. 
Hopefully the countries with problems 
establishing a complete range of 
competitions from regional to internationijl 
level will succeed in the near future. 
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The Karakoram -
Mountains of Pakistan 
by Shiro Shirahata. 
Cloudcap $75 Cordee £55 

Alpinismo Italiano in 
Karakorum (Italian 
Mountaineering in 
the Karakorum) 
Exhibition Catalogue published 
by Museo Nazionale della 
Montagna "Duca degli Abruzzi" 
Club Alpino Italiano (Turin) 

Shiro Shirahata continues his odyssey 
of mountain photography with yet 
another large format book, following his 
earlier successes with The European 

Alps and Nepal Himalaya. Probably less 
known in the west is his four volume 
Beauty of South Korea. Indeed in Japan 
his work is so well known as to be 
something of an industry itself, with a 
Shiro Shirahata prize for mountain 

photography since1988, and a museum 
dedicated to his work near Mount Fuji in 
Yamanashi Prefecture. 

Shirahata was a mountaineer from 
his youth, but also served a formal 
apprenticeship in photography with Kayo 
Okada, well known for his pictures of 
the Fuji area. Expeditions to the Hindu 
Kush(1966),Deo Tibba in the Punjab 
(1969) and Makalu in 1970, followed. 
There he reached 8000 metres and 
from these expeditions assembled an 
enviable portfolio of high mountain 
pictures. Since then much of his time 
has been spent trying to make definitive 
photographic statements about the high 
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mountains of the world. 
This collection of 101 pictures 

traverses the Karakoram. It is the work 
of 1987-1989, during which he visited 
the Baltoro, Biafo, Hi spar, Nang a Parbat 
and western areas, and the Hindu Kush 
and Hindu Raj. From thousands of 5 by 
4 photos , this collection has been 
chosen, the rendering down of "430 
days in the field " helped by the Yama 
Kei Publishers Co Ltd. It is an impressive 
effort and the completion of the larger 
project aimed perhaps at interpreting all 
the world's great peaks in this grandiose 
style. 

Some will say that so stupendous a 
range requires little ingenuity of the 
photographer. Not so, I would argue, for 
the grandeur can easily be lost to 
technical error, damage to film or 
equipment and individual weakness 
consequent upon prolonged exposure 
to altitude, a harsh climate and 
exhausting journeys. Even so 
consummate a professional faces the 
difficulties of long overclouded 
days, deep dusted environments and 
the recalcitrant logistics of survival and 
travel here. Thus the author admits to 
opportunities sadly missed.as in the 
case of an alternative view of Mustagh 
Tower and to fears about damage to 
film or equipment. 

Another consideration is that other 
fine photographers have tried their hand 
here, and anyone judging this book is 
likely to have seen some of that excellent 
work. However Shirahata had the 
advantage of prolonged expeditions 
dedicated solely to his purpose, and the 
results have thus to compare with the 

best. 
The best pictures are stunning, more 

readily conveying the monstrous scale 
of the peaks and glaciers than any 
comparable work. Among many one 
might point out the Gasherbrum IV shot 
on the rear dustcover, or No.40, which 
projects the enormous space of the 
upper Hispar Glacier and the Hispar 
Pass, and the savage contrasts between 
lower near red moraines and the distant 
expanses of snow. The photographer is 
solely interested in landscape, and 
obviously obsessional in his pursuit of 
it.Here are no wizened Saltis , clever 
Hunzas or peering children to soften the 
utter harshness of this ferocious 
expanse. Scarcely one leaf creeps in , 
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an entirely legitimate response to the 
immense aridity. 

One criticim might be that some of 
the angles from which shots have been 
taken seem predictably 
conventional. One could claim this with 
Trango, Mustagh Tower, plates 7 and 9 
of K2, plate 20 of Gasherbrum 1 and 19 
of Gasherbrums 2 and 3. The problem 
with photographing very big mountains 
is that the pedestrian is forced to see 
them from fairly specific angles and 
directions. Even shift lenses cannot 
solve the direction of view. So big 
mountains constrain the photographer's 
view of them, and force most to release 
the shutter at approximately the same 
places. At same time an excellent 
photographer may best manifest his art 
by taking a far better picture from the 
common view. Some of that is here.with 
Masherbrum or Sosbun Brakk. There 
are also littleknown views and 
angles.like that of Yukshin Garden 
Sar, Pumarikish or round Titich Mir. So 
there is a combination of creativity and 
imaginative use of classic views.welded 
together in a powerful synthesis. 

For me the prime interest of the 

book is actually the informative nature 
of the pictures rather than their aesthetic 
or purely technical content. It is an 
invaluable source for the inveterate 
drawer of imaginary lines of ascent. An 
irritating presentational problem is the 
double page spread which somehow 
reduces the impact of the 
picture . Technical and biographical 
notes on author and pie tu res add interest 
to a work which is another milestone in 

a fruitful and epic pilg5image. 
The catalogue of the recent 

exhibition of photographs showed at 
the National Museum of Alpinism in 
Turin is also a worthwhile addition to 
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Karakoram literature. The pictures span 
the era from Sella to the late1980s, and 
thus include many of the famous classic 
documentary photographs of that early 
era. Recent coverage includes some 
spectacular shots related to K2's first 
ascent, and selected pictures from the 
subsequent era.including the Casarotto 
and Messner feats. 

Most useful are the commentaries 
in Italian and English. Nino Gualdoni 
takes a very critical look at the portrayal 
of the mountains and climbers during 
this century.with intriguing analysis of 
the projection of K2 to the Italian and 
world public .Roberto Mantovani 
examines the history of the great 
conquests, from K2 to recent years. 
The history is of Italian acheivement, 
but is invaluable to anyone with an 
interest in the subject.Only one omission 
seemed odd to me.the ascent of Latok 
2(1) in 1977 by Bergamaschi's 
party.This was a majorfeat,comparable 
to the ascent of the Ogre next door by 
Bonington and Scott . It is 
understandably little known in Britain, 
but it seemed surprising that this 
publication missed it.especially as 
Bergamaschi seems to have kept and 
circulated full documentation. 

The exhibition is now over, but 
everything about this catalogue 
suggests that the CAI Museum of 
Alpinism in Turin ought to be worth a 
visit ,perhaps when the weather is 
unsatisfactory in Orcoorthe Val d'Aosta. 
Paul Nunn 

Mer de Glace 
by Alison Fell 
Methuen £13.99 

A)ispn Fell's Mer de Glace is a novel 
with an end at the beginning and a 
surprise at the erid. In making ends 
meet, she takes her reader through 
the various stages of a love triangle 
whose centrepoint, Will, is an 
American climber. He holds a deep 
belief in his own needs and thoughts 
and intellectually justifies them with 
ease. The main character of the book, 

retains a surface icy-cool. 
Many a fictional love triangle has 

been related with varying degrees of 
success. What distinguishes this 
particular tale is the non
straightforward manner of telling. Via 
Kathy's therapy sessions and Will's 
written assignments, the reader 
travels through London, Chamonix, 
guilt, self-assurance and temporary 
happiness to one of life's awfully 
inevitable conclusions: one which 
Kathy is unable to accept and the 
reader is led not to expect. 

Those who demand of their 
"climbing fiction" little more than 
thinly-disguised documentary would 
write this book off instantly. Those 
who like fiction relating to the 
climbing way of life and are tired of 
the straightforwardly-told, 
undemanding storyline will welcome 
the refreshment this book brings. It 
fully deserves its success as joint 
Boardman-Tasker Award winner. 
Rosie Smith 

A View from the Ridge 
by Dave Brown and Ian Mitchell 
Ernest Press £6.50 

There is a contradiction about this attractive 
and distinctive book. In format and superficial 
appearance it is modest and its price is 
cheap.Yet its own back cover announces an 
ambitious intention. 

"Fed up of anaemic _books about 
mountains, about being poor and happy and 
mystical fulfilment? Then this is the book for 
you, tearing a veil from the culture clashes 
and conflicts on the hills. Have stripey pants 
and Munro-bagging consigned the Great 
Proletarian Revolution to history? What 
happens if you go in search of the American 
Dream in Colorado, or Celtic Twilight in the 
Cuillin? How do Scots and English interact 
on the hill? And do mountains alter the 
pattern of male/female sexual behaviour?" 

Quite a programme to jam into 185 
pages! Inevitably the answers vary in depth. 
For all that the book is a darned good yarn 
too, as long as you are not so English 
parochial to be put off by occasional attempts 

rather than the triangle, is Kathleen · atrenderingtheScottishvernacularon paper. 
(Will's academic tutor and lover) After all that has been respectable at least 
whose own intellect combines with since Robbie Burns, except for his enemies. 
her emotions to turn in on herself. In Allowing that neither its rendering of the 
comparison to these two, Will's wife oracle in deep Glasweigian , nor its 

commitment to communal values redolent 
of Red Clydeside, will engender universal 
enthusiasm throughoutthe Isle, A View from 
the Ridge celebrates a glorious and 
honourable tradition among Scottish 
mountain addicts from No Mean City. 
"Bourgeois mysticism" and idealism are 
squarely rejected , and with them the 
perceived fascism of the naive and dangerous 
individualism of the 1980s. Had it been 
possible for the book to emerge two decades 
earlier I would have thought ittoo pessimistic. 

Recent events in the mountains, rocks 
and elsewhere in Britain now persaude me 
otherwise. Would that there were more of 
these analytical hillwalkers and climbers 
stalking the glens and bogs as they used to, 
taking their pleasures in long wet nighttramps 
and bivouacs under tarps and rocks. Then 
Jacksonville or any bothy was luxury, even 
with the mealies on plates to keep the resident 
vermin down. 

The book does pursue its ambitious 
prospectus, across Scotland and the Atlantic 
and back, in a whirligig of moods and styles. 
It has flashes of the classic gallows humour 
so difficult to render on paper, and just a 
touch of the verbal obscenity commonplace 
in the company described. Otherwise the 
experience, a sort of history from below, 
could not be reflected with any hint of veracity. 
It is not really about climbing , though 
exhileration on the rock and its counterpart 
of accident and death have more than a walk
on part. Rather it seeks to do a little justice to 
a valued and mourned culture, a product of 
the folk of the 1930s, and of hardships we 
hoped would not be inflicted again . 

The symbolic focus of these wild 
ramblers was the fire and the squarey 
(sausage) , the crack and the song, a time 
away at the weekend and little for the boss, 
the keeper or the landlord. The convictions 
ran deep and the sense of solidarity was so 
fierce as to seem irresistable. It seems 
shocking to hearof its dilution into munroing 
on the odd Sunday away from the family. Yet 
there is a note of optimism still , in the lack of 
enthusiasm for social fragmentation 
wherever found, in the ability to share the 
wake of a good mate even with strangers, in 
the faith in the growing strength of another 
generation . From this view each wave 
produces its antithesis, and already the 
writers approach the second remove of a 
grand parenthood, at least in spirit. Hardened 
anti-idealists as they see themselves, yet 
they can hope for reaction against the 
plasticity and selfishness of the "me·~ 
generation's self advertisement, in those who 
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follow. Their's is a faith in some renewal 
from the experience of the hills, as another 
generation rejects the spurious consumerism 
of the effete1980s ... 

Sometimes the book left me hoping for 
more nostalgia, more reminders of a fading 
collective memory of a world which many 
outsiders rightly feared. It is fitting that a 
book trying to do more than clothe past 
times in a rosy glow and seeking to appeal to 
an uninvolved audience, should avoid 
overplaying the easy hand of sentiment and 
reminiscence. For all that it raised issues and 
old warmth, a feeling of identification and 
gratitude fortheir acceptance and hospitality, 
readily given if your adolescent pride could 
bear the crack long ago. 
Paul Nunn. 

[A View from the Ridge was joint winner of 
the Boardman Tasker award for mountain 
literature in 1991.] 

Bosigran and the North 
Coast 
by Des Hannigan 
Climbers' Club £10.95 

Good guidebooks convey accurate 
information. The best ones inspire. The 
last CC guide to the South West - North 
Devon and Cornwall by lain Peters-was 
definitely in the inspirational category 
and launched its author on a professional 
writing career. Des Hannigan is a 
journalist by profession and has 
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contributed some formidable prose to 
the climbing mags in recent years. He is 

also the first 'local' to write a guidebook 
to western Cornwall since 1968, when 
'Mac' McDermott joined forces with Peter 

Biven. So I opened this book expecting 
a lot more than mere information. 

What I found was a completely fresh 
look at Cornish climbing. Gone are the 
terse descriptions of previous editions 
(except where terseness is used for a 
particular effect). Hannigan uses 
language in a striking and perceptive 
way (for a climbing guide) to say 

something positive about almost every 
climb, spurring you on to do it even if it 
may not possess conventional 'quality'. 
He has the knack of capturing the 
essence of a climb in a single phrase or 
even a single word, and this makes the 
book a continually lively and arresting 
read. The Ghost is simply 'Space
walking'. Dead right. Of Bow Wall ... 'Joe 
Brown - his mark'. That} all you need to 
know. Most guides are repetitive in the 
way they characterise climbs; not this 
one. The historical is a minor masterpiece 
in itself, shedding new light on the 

Above: Geoff Radcliffe and 
Graham Hoey on Green 
Cormorant Face (E2 5c/6a), 
Great lawn, Bosigran. 
Photo: Keith Sharples (from 
the new Cornwall Guide). 

45 



formative years of Cornish climbing . 
The book functions well. The first 

information given about each crag is the 
direction it faces, how tidal it is, and its 

Coastguard Identity. The first two are 
crucial when planning a climbing 
itinerary in Cornwall , especially in less 

than perfect weather and sea conditions, 
and you never know when the third may 
be crucial. The cliff drawings, by Don 
Sargeant, are as clear as any I've seen . 

An attempt is made to address the 
problem of piton corrosion on sea-cliffs, 
stating when a peg was last seen to be 
in reasonable condition . I doubt whether 
this has much value. Des is somewhat 
dismissive of stainless steel pegs, in 
spite of the fact that hard steel peg 
corrosion continues to be used in 
Cornwall to justify placing bolts, a 
practice Des clearly abhors . Cornwall 

was where the concept of stainless steel 
pitons was developed by Trevor Peck, 
and had he lived I'm sure we would now 
have a range of stainless pegs that 
would make all others redundant (and 
none of this whining that 'rust stains are 

worse than bolts '). 
A lot of people waited with bated 

breath to see how Des would handle the 
chipping/bolting controversies which 
have contaminated Cornish climbing in 
recent years . The answer is -
professionally. He gives credit where 
credit is due, states the facts and doesn't 
sit in judgement. Having said that, the 
whole book celebrates Cornwall as a 
bastion of the adventure climbing ethic. 
In the face of new threats, I only hope it 
remains so. 
Pat Littlejohn 

DOUG SCOTT 
HIMALAYAN CLIMBER 

NOVEMBER 
DECEMBER 

LECTURE TOUR 

Doug Scott will be giving a new lecture based on his forthcoming book, 
HIMALAYAN CLIMBER: A LIFETIME'S QUEST TO THE WORLD'S GREATER RANGES ( to 
be published by Diadem/Hodder & Stoughton in February 1992) at the following dates and venues: 

NOVEMBER: 
11th - EX ETER, Exeter University*; 
12th - BRISTOL, Uni versity of Bristol*; 
13th - C HELTEN HAM, Shaftesbury Hall Theatre*; 
14th - BIRMING HAM. University of Birmingham*; 
15th - YORK , Uni versity of York, Tickets: 0757-706955; 
16th - SOUTH PORT, Southport Theatre, Tickets: 0704-540404; 
17th - DERBY, Derby Playhouse, Tickets: 0332-3632 75; 
18th - LEEDS, Leeds University*; 
19th - BO LTON, The A lbert Hall , Tickets: 0204-364333; 
20th - SHEFFI ELD, Sheffi eld Uni versity*; 
21st - COVENTRY, Warwick University, Tickets: 0203-524524; 

22nd - LEATHERHEAD, St John's School, 
T ickets: 0372-37202 1 (School Secretary); 

29th - PITLOCHRY, Town Hall, Tickets: 0796-3866 
(* - tickets for these venues from Peak Promotions: 0242-513544) 

DECEMBER: 
!st - CARLISLE, The Sands Centre, Tic~ets: 0228-25222; 
2nd - NORTHAMPTON, The Dcrngate, Tickets: 0604-248 1 l ; 
3rd - C RO YDON, Fairfie ld Halls, Tickets: 08 1-688929 I; 
4th - A YLESBURY, Aylesbury High School, Tickets: 08444-785 l ; 
9th - W HITEH AVEN, Whitehaven C ivic Hall , Tickets: 0946-67575 

You will be able to order a copy at the lecture and it will be sent to you as soon as it is available. 
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Gable and Pillar 
by D.Kirby and J.Loxham 
Edited by D. Armstrong 
Illustrated by A. Phizacklea. 
FRCC.1991. 

Some might consider guide writing 
to popular areas like Tremadog or 
Froggatt the most difficult aspect of 
the art. I disagree. Though the clash 
of opinion can be rending when 
everyone has done the climbs, the 
problem when NO-ONE knows the 
way to them seems to me more 
severe. Isolated writing is always a 
problem.with risk of dead-ends.and 
evaluation of climbs which are far 
away and little done accentuates the 
risk . The Scylla of extreme 
egocentricity lurks in tandem with 

Diadem is proud 
to republish 

Gaston Rebuffat's 
great classic 

THE MONT BLANC 
MASSIF 

THE l 00 FINEST ROUTES 

the Charybdis of sheer ignorance, 
when the subject is a mountain crag 
shrouded in mist and rain from one 
generation to the next. 

One characteristic response of 
recent times has been to pretend 
that mountain cliffs are neither 
attractive nor significant to climbers 
atthe cutting edge. This has involved 
narrow definitions of what 'technical 
climbing' is, to the point of excluding 
most rock and most climbers. 

Conformism to this 'resistance 
by ritual' has reduced many people 
to spectators at Malham. The 
comforts of designer gear and the 
posing of 'commodity' climbing have 
neutralized much energy. Serious 
leads are avoided as being 
unenjoyable or irreducable to smooth 
movement for the crowd. Most 

An inspiration to generations of climbers but unavailable for 
over a decade it still lays out the great climbs as an enticing 
feast that few mountaineers could resist. 

'Must be the most beautiful luxurious guidebook in the world 
... as an appetizer or volume of reminiscence it leaves 
nothing to be desired .' Walt Unsworth Climber and Rambler 
'Rebuff at' s enormous experience and deep feeling for the 
mountains are evident all through the book ... a remarkable 
amount of information is conveyed without the book becoming 
dry or impersonal .' David Cox The Alpine Journal 
'Many of the routes on everyone's list appear on these 
glorious sun-soaked pages ... In one volume we find both 
inspiration for the future and a sort of high quality scrap book 
of routes already tucked into past seasons.' John Porter 
Mountain 

Available from bookshops and climbing stores o r from 
Cordee or from Hodder & Stough ton 

Diadem 240pp 260 x 222mm 150 colour & bw photographs £22.00 ISBN 0 906371 39 2 
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mountain crags have suffered less 
attention than might have been 
expected. Conformists swarm in 
honeypots as surely as the 
Midlanders queue to enter (lower) 
Dovedale carpark on Sundays. 

For all that a dry June weekend 
sees plenty of action on Scawfell or 
Cloggy . Gable and Pillar are 
something else. The mountain crags 
all involve considerable hikes . 
Conditions favour goosepimples not 
rippling muscles and naked flesh. 
Oozing cracks abound and the finger 
pocket is rare. 

This is a citadel of antique arts. 
For these reasons Gable and Pillar 
have had no new guide since 1977. 
Even then Pat Fearnehough and 
Geoff Cram were guide writers with 
feet firmly placed in the sixties. There 
is a whole generation between the 
perceptions of that era and modern 
times. So "this long awaited guide" 
fills a real gap, using criteria unapplied 
before to evaluate crags upon which 
rock climbing as a sport was born in 
Britain. 

The result is a credit to the writers, 
the editor and the FRCC. A sober, 
neat, yet well illustrated volume 
covering a huge mine of information, 
slim enough to travel as guides must 
when roadside pleasure is 
abandoned. Rock trap dwellers will 
find some emotional crutches here 
which might help in coping with a 
universe without top ropes and 
lowering points. Grades are related 
to those for the Lakes as a whole, 
stars bedeck the better routes and 
those unproved by frequent ascent 
receive the dagger stigmata. At the 
same time bolts are disapproved of. 
This is traditional climbing, but 
contains some of the area's classic 
climbs. Credit is given where it is due 
as with the first ascent of The Viking 
on Tophet Wall , by Alan McHardy 
and Paul Braithwaite in 1969. Mostly 
the crags here lagged behind 
developments elsewhere in 
standards achieved, as altitude and 
climate inhibited sustained attention. 
Yet it boasts some of Britain's finest 
climbs, from Napes Needle to 
Incantations. ,, 

There is more to the area than 
that. There seems Jo /lave always 
been Pillarites since the sport began 

here with W. Haskett Smith in the 
1880s. To many people in the past 
the Napes Needle was the symbol of 
rock climbing, deployed on every 
railway station to draw visitors to the 
Lakes. Arguably now too many come 
and soon the experience will be 
strictly rationed. Yet Gable, Pillar and 
their patriarchs, those odd climbers 
who struggle against weather, time 
and fickle tide of fashion, remain 
remarkably undamaged by the 
crowding and sprawl of Eighties 
marketing which has near ruined the 
entrance to southern Lakeland. There 
remains a healthy austerity about 
the heights of Ennerdale and Gable, 
with little sign here of the hordes who 
swarm even on the walk from 
Wasdale to Scawfell. 

It is greatto see the energy which 
has gone into this book, the real hard 
work, the exploratory drive. 

Between the small print of the 
first ascent list, and in throw-away 
comments in the text, the real story 
shines through: 

"1988 June 20th . Limerick. 
J.Loxham, solo.", "1989 Sept 17. 
Shock Treatment. D.Kirby, solo" .. . 
Both are 5b, middle ranking in the 
graded list. This would have been of 
minor importance in the 
overpopulated gymnasia. Not so in 
these fastnesses. As Loxham hints: 

"Checking routes can be a 
solitary experience.especially when 
undertaken on Pillar Rock." 

A bonus for the uninitiated within 
this fine volume is the large number 
of smaller crags at lower altitude, in 
direct contrast to the draughty 
delights of Pillar or Engineer's Slab. 
Even the idle might profit. Al 
Phizacklea 's drawings greatly 
enhance the text, the photos refresh 
in a traditional kind of way. Among 
the tiny typefaces, a problem for the 
blind or merely old, I was slightly 
disconcerted by one minor error. 

"1968. August. The Slant. Mike 
Burbage , L . G . Griffin,P . 
Fearnehough , G.Oliver. In 1955 
P.Nunn led the top pitch only". 

This must be how it feels when 
one returns from the dead! 

Paul Nunn 
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EVEREST, South Col Route 1994. Expedition Services. 
Lhakpa Sherpa & Elaine Brook, HIMALAYAN TRAVEL, 

Nurses Cottage, Long Lane. Peterchurch. Hereford . HR2 OTE 
HIMALAYAN TRAVEL (0981) 550 246 (24hrs) 

MOUNTAINEERING 
BOOKS 

For a good booklist of secondhand/out 
of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exploration, write 
to D. Page, 29 Darnell Road, 

Edinburgh EH5 3PO, Scotland. 
Tel. 031 552 2759. 

Wants lists welcomed. 
Good books in good condition always 

wanted to buy. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
BOOKS/MAGAZINES 

Mountain Magazines 
Wanted 
#'s 1 through 5, 8, 11, 14 
Robert Smith, Box 593, Bass 
Lake, Ca 93604, U.S.A. 

EXPEDITIONS/TREKS/ 
ADVENTURE TRAVEL 

ARCTURUS 

Climb a mountain in Greenland 
next summer or ski-climb on the 
Spitsbergen icecap in spring. Join 
a small party (6-8) and adventure 
into the spectacular scenery of the 
High Arctic with an experienced 
guide. 

Brochure from ARCTURUS 
EXPEDITIONS (MM), PO Box 850, 
Ga rtocha rn,Alexa nd ri a, 
Dunbartonshire G83 SAL. Phone/ 
fax 038-983 204. 

EXPEDITIONS 
Aconcagua (6959m) Feb 92/Feb 93 

Pik Lenin (7134m) July 92 
Pik Communism (7495m) July 92 

Khan Tengri (6995m) July 92 
Masherbrum II (7200m) Aug/Sept 92 
Nanga Parbat (8125m) Aug/Sept 92 

Makalu II (7660m) OcVNov 92 

Phone now or write for our new colour 
brochure 

SKIING 

r 
MOUNTAIN SKI TOURING AND 

TELEMARKING 

Alpine and Nordic Equipment 

Mail Order Catalogue 

Retail and Hire Shop 

Bunkhouse Accommodation 

Instruction 

Braemar Nordic Ski Centre 
Mar Road, Braemar AB35 5YM 

\. Tel (03397) 41242, Fax 41496 

EXPEDITION GEAR 

Expedition Oxygen 

" 

~ 

OTT 
62 NETTLE HAM ROAD SHEFFIELD S8 8SX 

Tel (0742) 588508 

NORWEGIAN CENTRE 
FOR OUTDOOR 
ACTIVmES 

Telemark skiing in Jotunheimen National Park, 
Norway. Experience real wilderness skiing on 

NOA·UT's 1992 winter courses (March-April) 

led by UIAGM Guide Leslie Ayres. 

Widely acclaimed Russian 
climbing oxygen is now avail
able to Western mountaineers! 
Ultralight high pressure tanks, 
warm and sturdy face masks . 
and easy-to-use regulators can 
now be ordered directly from 
the Moscow manufacturer and 
shipped to expeditions in Ne
pal, China and Pakistan. For 
information, please contact: 

Courses include avalanche safety, survival, 

telemark techniques, winter mountaineering at 

2000m+. 
Send for more details to: 
Norwegian Centre for Outdoor Activities 

PO Box 3 
N-2671 Otta 
Norway 

High Ascent Light 0 2 , 

4128 1/ California Ave. 
S.W., Suite 121, Seattle, 

ASCENT presents EXPEDITION and TREKKING PEAKS for 1992 
AMA DABLAM (6856m) Sept/Oct 1992, MT. McKINLEY (6194m) May and June 1992 

Triple summit trip Polkalde (5806m) KongmaTse (5820ml and lmiaTse (6189ml. Rowaling Trek and Parch&rmo Pk (6187m), Everest Trek and 

LOOUCne ~ (6119m) r-,shtail I r&k ana M&,Ul Mlrnll• \~II/ 

TIie Claulc Alpine Peak■, Ml. Blanc, Matterh0rn and OfU 
Scottish Snow and Ice C~mbing Courses and Private Guiding 

Brochure: Ascent Travel, 20 Mid Causeway, Culross, ~ife, KY12 8HS, Scotland 
Tel. No. 0383 880432 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Lakeland Painting & Photography Exhibitions 
Proceeds to go to the Save the Children Fund 

November 30/December 1st at the Hawes End Outdoor Pursuits 
Centre on Derwentwater. Paintings by Lakeland artist John Campbell 
and Sheffield artist Phil Kershaw; black and white photographs by 
award-winning Cockermouth photographer David Herrod, and an 
updated version of the llford Cibachrome Mountaineering Exhibition 

will be on show. 
Enquiries to : Malcolm Cundy 07683-52236 or Tony Riley 0242-

572276 

r 

Mountain Expeditions of 1991 
hosted by the Mount Everest Foundation 

at the Royal Geographical Society 
on Friday 17th January 1992. 

Speakers include Adrian Baker (British Andean Volcanoes 
Expedition); John Town (British Mongolian Altai 
Expedition); Toby Maitland (University of Bristol Rio Paute 
Headwaters Expedition). 

Tickets (limited number available) £10 each (inc. Buffet 
Supper) from W.H. Ruthven, MEF Hon. Secretary, Gowrie, 
Cardwell Close, Warton, Preston, PR4 1 SH or The 
Secretary, Alpine Club, 55 Charlotte Road, London EC2A 
3QT. 

Alpine Club Symposium 1991 
'JI'Jhte iCat1!llCffi§1!ll§ 

"The grandest chain of ice mountains that Europe can claim" 

History, Geography, Great Climbs and New Challenges. 

Speakers: Robin Hodgkin, George Band, Mick Fowler, Richard 

Pavlovski (Poland), Victor Saunders, Charles Clarke and others. 
Saturday 23rd November 1991 

at the National Mountaineering Centre, Plas-y-Brenin, Capel Curig, 
Gwynedd. 
Cost: AC/ACG members £4, non-members £16 
Tickets, accommodation and information from: 
The Assistant Secretary, Alpine Club, 118 Eaton Square, London 

SWtW9AF. 

5th Festival of 
Mountaineering Literature 

30th November 1991 - 11.00 am to 8.15 pm 
Bretton Hall, West Yorkshire 
(1 mile north of Ml Junction 38 on A637) 
Sponsored by High, Mountain, Diadem 
and Hodder & Stoughton 
Guests and Events include: Harold Drasdo, 
Steve Ashton , Anne Sauvy, Climbing Poetry, 

Livia Gollancz with adjudication of 1991 
Boardman/fasker Award, Paul Nunn, 

Jim Curran, Results of Festival/ 
High writing competition and an 
art exhibition by Neil Murison 
Tickets £8.50 from Terry Gifford, 
Bretton Hall, Wakefield, West 
Yorkshire WF4 4LG 



Out there you'll appreciate the difference 
At Berghaus, Vve continually strive for improvements to 

performance through innovative design. 

Our experience of the outdoors ensures attention 
to detail. Detail that makes a difference in use. 

CYCLOPS II rucsacs, for example, have been derived 
from the first internal framed rucsac. 
Famed for its precise anatomical fit. 

The improved HE30TF Aluminium 
Internal Frame provides a strong 
skeleton to a fixed length back system; 
this ensures excellent load sharing 
bet'Neen the shoulder hamess and 
hip belt. 
The key to comfort and stability. 

The choice of back length alloVvs a personal fit 
'Without the complexity or vulnerability of moving 
parts. Designed for strength and reliability. 

Naturally, you'd expect to pay a little more for this 
expertise. But Vvhy compromise your performance. 

; 

Next time you're out there, wouldn 't you rather be with Berghaus? 

Dept. M. P.O. Box 1XF. Newcastle upon Tyne. NE99 1XF. 

Manufacturers of clothing and rucsacs for the outdoors. 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, M ountaineering and Ski-i ng Equ ipment 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. 
(C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224 636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road 
Tel. 061 928 6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies 
Climbers Shop 
Compston Corner 
Tel. 05394 32297 

Ambleside 
Rock & Run 
3 - 4 Cheapside 
LA22 0AB 
Tel. 05394 33660 or 32667 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd , 
9/10 Grampian Road 
PH22 1RH 
Tel. 0479 810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. 0479 656 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports Eqt. 
The Outdoor Centre 
70 High Street 
Tel. 0232 238572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232 248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports 
14 - 16 Priory House 
Oueensway 4 
Tel. 021 236 8280 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre 
193 Church Street 
Tel. 0253 24307 

Bolton 
The Mountain Shop 
10 Manor Street 
Tel. 0204 386251 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M' ntain Sports 
4 Jacob Street 
Manchester Rd ,, 5 
Tel. 0274 728674 

Bradford 
John Dunne Mountain Sports 
38 Manningham Lane 
BD1 3EA 
Tel. 0274 730257 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd , 
BN24AD 
TeL 0273 600897 
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Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street (corner of 
ChurchStreet),BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road 
Tel. 0272 741157 

Bristol 
Taunton Leisure 
72 Bedminster Parade 
BS3 4HL 
Tel. 0272 637640 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street 
Tel. 0282 36816 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Road CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223 356207 

Cambridge 
Open Air Cambridge Ltd. 
11 Green St, 
CB2 3JU 
Tel. 0223 324666 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown 
The Climbing Shop 
Tel. 06904 205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904 232 

Carlisle 
Dennis English 
141 Lowther Street 
Tel. 0228 30239 

Cheltenham 
Backpacker Systems 
44 Winchcombe St, 
(Opp. the Odeon), GL52 2ND 
Tel. 0242 42200 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham 
7 Northgate Street 
Tel. 0244 318311 

Chesterfield 
Great Outdoors 
195 Chatsworth Rd , 
S40 2BA 
Tel. 0246 220287 
Fax. 0246 220287 

Chesterfield 
Wilderness Ways 
26/28 Park Road , S40 1XZ 
Tel. 0246 201437 

Cirencester 
Cotswold Camping 
Broadway Lane, South Cerney 
Glos. GL7 5UQ 
Tel. 0285 860612 
Fax. 0285 860483 

Darlington 
Wild Trak 
155 Northgate 
Tel. 0325 286 917 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd . 
85/89 King Street, DE1 3EE (S) 
Tel. 0332 365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski & Climb 
47 Queen St. DE1 3DE 
Tel. 0332 295100 

Doncaster 
DMC Mountain Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Road (S) 
Tel. 0302 341756 

Edinburgh 
Nevi sport 
81 Shandwick Place 
EH2 4SD 
Tel. 031 229 1197 

Exeter 
Taunton Leisure 
110 Fore Street 
EX4 
Tel.0392 410534 

Forres 
Moray Mountain Sports 
7 North St, 
IV36 0AD 
Tel. 0309 74789 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd. 
High Street 
PH33 6EJ (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397 4921 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports 
99 Great Western Road 
Tel. 041 332 5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041 332 4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp. 
72 High St. West 
Tel. 0457 854766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. 0479 2946 

Harrogate 
Wilderness Ways 
71 Station Parade, HG1 1ST 
Tel. 0423 62874 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433 51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports 
9/ 11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG 
Tel. 0463 238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road . 
Tel. 0596 73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road 
Tel. 0524 66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
57/59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel. 0532 452917 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastgate 
Tel. 0532 444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner Mountain Sports 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533 551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 709 6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street 
Tel. 0286 870 327 

Llanberis 
Outside 
Old Baptist Chapel , High St. 
Tel. 0286 871534 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd. 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden, WC2E 7HE 
Tel. 071 240 9577/8 (C) (M) (S) 

London 
Cotswold Camping 
42/44 Uxbridge Road 
Shepherds Bush, W12 SN D 
Tel. 081 743 2976 
Fax. 0817401490 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
150 Holborn 
(Corner Grays Inn Road), E1 
Tel 071 831 6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
188 Kensington High St. W8 7RG 
Tel. 071 937 0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4 
Tel. 061 834 0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Cotswold Camping 
6 Oxford Road , M 1 50A 
Tel. 0612364123 
Fax. 061 236 5851 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac 
56 North Parade 
Tel. 0629 3750 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways 
100 Newport Road 
Tel. 0642 248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop 
14 High St. MK11 1AF 
Tel. 0908 568913 (C)(M) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre 
34 Dean Street, NE 1 1 PG (C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 
091 221 0770 (Mail Order) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wild Trak, 
60 - 62 St. Andrew's St. NE1 5SF 
Tel. 091 2618 582 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings 
NE11RF Tel.063224941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd. 
13 - 17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 
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Nottingham 
Roger Turner 
Mountain Sports 
120 Derby Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0602 417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwa ite 
Rhodes Bank, OL 1 1TA 
Tel. 061 620 3900 

Perth 
Mountain Man Supplies 
14, Charlotte Street, 
PH1 5LL 
Tel. 0738 32368 (C)(M) 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure 
29 Lincoln Road PE1 2RH 
Tel. 0733 41381 

Plymouth 
Mountain Action 
50 Faraday Mill 
Prince Rock, PL4 OST 
Tel. 0752 226923 

Plymouth 
The Wide Blue Yonder 
107 North Hill, PL4 8JX 
Tel. 0752 227264 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd . 
40 - 41 Lune St. 
Tel. 0772 821903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre 
99 Caversham Road 
Tel. 0734 55589 

Reading 
Cotswold Camping 
213 London Road RG1 3NY 
Tel. 0734 68881 
Fax. 0734 351122 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd . 
41 Bell Street, RH2 7 AB 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd . 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742 556018 

Sheffield 
Rock & Run 
98 Devonshire St., 
S14GY 
Tel. (0742)756429 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre 
Coach Street 
Tel.0756 794305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Camping 
118 High Street, SG1 3DW 
Tel. 0438 353086 (C) (M) 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate 
Tel. 061 480 3660 

Swansea 
Taunton Leisure 
206 High St. 
SA11PE Tel. 0792 476515 

Taunton 
Taunton Leisure 
40 East Reach, TA 1 3ES 
Tel. 0823 331875 

Walsall 
White Mountain 
31 Stafford Street 
Tel. 0922 722422 

Sept/Oct 1991 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406 229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd. 
9 Colliergate 
Tel. 0904 39567 

UNITED STATES 

C.alifornia: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works 
3049 Adeline, 94703 
Tel. 415 849 0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face 
2804 Telegraph Ave. 94705 
Tel. 415 548 1371 

California: Costa Mesa 
The North Face 
Crystal Court in South Coast 
Plaza, 
3333 Bear St., #332 92626 
Tel. 714 556 0540 

California: La Canada 
Sport Chalet 
951 Foothill Boulevard, 91011 
Tel. 213 790 2717 (C) (S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face 
383 University Ave ., 94301 
Tel. 415 327 1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernadino 
Sports Country Ltd. 
222 North G Street, Suite B 
92401 Tel. 714 825 2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc. 
4620 Alvarado Canyon Road 
92120 
Tel. 619 283 2374 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering 
173 South Washington, 95370 
Tel. 209 532 5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer 
1329 Broadway, 80302 
Tel. 303 442 8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
North Face 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303 
Tel. 303 499 1731 

Colorado: Broomfield 
Lowe Alpine Systems 
PO Box 1449 
620 Compton, 80020. 

Colorado: Denver 
North Face 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd. 
80222 
Tel. 303 758 6366 

N.H.: lntervale 
Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc. 
RT 16, Box 206 03845 
Tel. 603 356 3042 

N.H.: Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment 
Main Street 03860 
Tel. 603 356 5287 

Utah: Moab 
Rim Cyclery, 
94 West 100 North 84532 
Tel. 801 259 5333 

Vermont: Shelburne 
Climb High 
1861 Shelburne Road, 05482 
Tel. 802 985 5055 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works 
827 Bellevue Way N.E. 98004 
Tel. 206 453 1515 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122 
Tel. 206 323 8333 (C)(M)(S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest 
2308 6th Ave., 98121 
Tel. 206 441 4100 (M) (S) 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face 
1023 1st Ave. 98104 
Tel. 206 622 4111 

Washington: Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply 
3730 South Pine 98409 
Te l. 206 472 4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering 
Main Square 
(P.O. Box 1533) 83001 
Tel. 307 733 3595 (C) (M) (S) 

AUSTRALIA 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Mountain Designs 
7 Lonsdale Street, 
Braddon, 2601 
Tel. (06) 247 7 488 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St. 
Braddon, 2601 
Tel. (06) 257 3883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Chatswood 
Travel & Trekking Equipment 
272 Victoria Avenue, 2067 
Tel. (02) 419 6955 

N.S.W.: Jindabyne 
Paddy Pallin 
Kosciusko R., 2627 
Tel. (064) 56 2922 (S) (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
527 Kingsway, 2228 
Tel. (02) 525 6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Kathmandu Pty. Ltd. 
Town Hall Arcade 
Cnr. Kent & Bathurst Sts. 
Tel. (02) 261 8901 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain ['esigns 
494 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 267 3228 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd . 
291 Sussex St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 3146 
Fax. (02) 264 2645 , 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd,, 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2685 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equ ipment) 
327 Sussex St. 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker 
138 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006 
Tel. (07) 252 4408 

Oueen~and:Brisbane 
Mountain Designs 
105 Albert St., 4000 
Tel. (07) 221 6756 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Mountain Designs 
76 Pirie St., 5000 
Tel. (08) 232 0690 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pallin 
228 Rundle St. 5000 
Tel. (08) 232 3155 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
76 Elizabeth St., 7000 
Tel. (002) 310 777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin 
59 Brisbane St., 7250 
Tel. (003) 31 4240 (C) (S) 

Victoria: Box Hill 
Paddy Pallin 
8 Market St., 3128 
Tel. (03) 898 8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
401 Riversdale Rd., 3123 
Tel. (03) 882 7229 
Fax (03) 882 2945 

Victoria: Hawthorn 
Mountain Designs 
654B Glenferrie Rd . 3122 
Tel. (03) 818 1544 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports 
360 Lonsdale Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 1177 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu Pty. Ltd. 
78 Hardware St. 
Tel. (03) 642 1942 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Mountain Designs 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 3354 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty Ltd. 
360 Little Bourke St., 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia: Perth 
Mountain Designs 
862 Hay St., 6000 
Tel. (09) 322 4774 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
Shop 1, 
891 Hay St. 6000 
Tel. (09) 321 2666 

BELGIUM 

Leuven • Hasselt 
Kariboe C.V. 
Naamsesteenweg 86, B-3031 
Tel. 32/16- 23.07.72 

32/11 - 81.76.39 
Fax. 32/16 - 20.54.46 
(C)(M)(S) 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and Ski-ing Equipment 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
1009 4th Avenue S.W., T2P OKS 
Tel. 403 269 2420 

B,C,: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
428 West 8th Ave., V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604 872 8247 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
35 Front Street East, M4E 183 
Tel. (416) 363 0122 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee 
2159 Est Rue Ste. Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524 1106 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Schop) 
Algade 54, 9000 
Tel. 98 13 87 33 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Banegaardsgade 16 
Tel. 86 13 36 13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt. 
Brolaeggerstraede 6 
DK-1211,K. 
Tel. 33 32 00 82 Fax. 31 86 16 06 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. 33 12 55 22 Fax. 42 52 77 10 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. 42 87 04 67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Kongensgade 55, 5000 C 
Tel.66112418 . 

Taastrup 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
City 2, Plan 1, Nr.134, 2630 
Tel. 43 71 74 71 

GERMANY 
Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck 
Sendlinger Str. 85 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel. (089) 237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 
Kowloon 
Grade VI Alpine Equipment & 
Services 
1st Floor, 13 Saigon Street, 
Vaumatei, Kowloon 
Tel. 7820200, 7820202 
Fax. 852 7823661 
Telex. 71947 HYBME HX 

Kowloon 
Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre 1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St. 
Mongkok, Kowloon.Tel. 3848190; 
3883625; Fax. 852 7707110 

Central 
Mountain Services lnt'I Ltd., 
1st Floor 
168 Des Voeux Road 
Central 
Tel. 541-8876 
Fax 541-7994 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Christchurch 
235 High Street (Head Office) 
Tel. 667 148/661 048 
Fax (64 3) 665375 
8 Stores Nationwide 

Christchurch 
Bivouac (Head Office) 
PO Box 7113 
Tel. (643) 668 453 
Fax, (643) 668 453 
Retail Stores: Auckland, 
Wellington, Christchurch 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd. 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall 
Tel. 0064 03 666 211 (C) (M) 
Fax. 0064 03 666 211 
I 

NORWAY 
Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001 
Tel. 05 31 1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering Eqpt 
N 3560 Hemsedal 
Tel. 067 78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02 46 90 75 

SPAIN 
Madrid 
Amadablam 
Comandante Zorita 13, 28020 
Tel. 91.253.05.31 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm 
Basecamp 
Fleminggatan 34, 112 32 
Tel. (046) 08 651 61 99 
Fax (046) 08 651 16 88 



EUROPE 

ALP 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele II , 167, 10139 Torino, Italy 
ALPIN 
Gustav-Heinemann-Ring 212, 8000 Miinchen 83, Germany. 
THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
55 Charlotte Rd., London EC2A 3QT, U.K. 
ALPIRANDO 
48 - 50 bd Senard, 92210 Saint-Cloud, France. 
BERGGIDS 
Jenny Commandeur, Werfstraat 36, 2586, AZ Den Haag, 
Holland 
BERGSPORT 
c/o Dick Eriksson, Hokegilrdsgatan 14B, 431 38 Molndal, 
Sweden. 
DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, Nymphenburger Str. 86, D-8000 Miinchen 20, 
Germany. 
DESNIVEL 
C/. Doctor Espina 23, local derecho, 28019 Madrid, Spain. 
EXTREM 
Travessera de Dalt 82, 08024 Barcelona, Spain 
LA MONTAGNE 
Club Al pin Fran\'.ais, 24 avenue de Laumiere, 75019 Paris , 
France. 
MONT AGNES 
1, Chemin du Pre Carre, BP 134, 38244 Meylan Cedex, 
France. 
NORKLATT 
P.B. 8292 Hammersborg, 0129 Oslo, Norway. 
OPTYMISTA 
ul. Kilinskiego 19/ 1, 40-051 Katowice, Poland. 
PASOS 
C/ Valdecanillas, 90 post . (local) 28037 Madrid, Spain 
PYRENAICA 
Alameda de San Mames, 29-1° izda. 48010 Bilbao, Euskadi, 
Spain. 
RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
CDA, Corso Turati 49, 10128 Torino, Italy. 
ROTPUNKT 
Ziegeleistrasse 16, 7056 Weinstadt-Benzach, Germany. 
TATERNIK 
Polski Zwiazek Alpinizmu, ul Erazma Ciolka 17 p. 208, 01-
445 Warszawa, Poland. 
VERTICAL 
Boite Postale 177, 6 rue du Lieutenant Chanaron 
F38008 Grenoble cedex, France. 
VESTNIKGOR 
105037, Moscow, I, Izmailovskaya Square, "Alpindustria", 
USSR. 

U.S.A./CANADA/SOUTH AMERICA 

AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St., New York, N.Y. 10128 U.S.A. 
ANTI-SUYU 
Apartado Postal Sucursal 4, C.P. 5.400 San Juan, Argentina 
CANADIAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
P.O. Box 1026 Banff, Alberta, Toloco. 
CLIMBING 
P.O. Box 339,502 Main Street, Carbondale, Colorado 81623, 
U.S.A. 
CLUB ANDINO BARILOCHE 
20 de Febrero 30, San Carlos de Bariloche, Prov. de Rio 
Negro, Republica Argentina 
ROCK & ICE 
P.O. Box 3595, Boulder, CO 80307, U.S.A. 
SUMMIT 
111 Schweitz Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522, U.S.A. 

ASIA 

INDIAN MOUNTAINEER 
Official journal of the Indian Mountaineering Foundation. 
Benito Juarez Road, New Delhi-I 10021 (India). 
HIMALAYAN JOURNAL 
Published by the Himalayan Club, Contact Oxford University 
Press, P.O. Box 31 Oxford House, Appollo Bunder, Bombay 
400001. 
HIMAVANTA 
63E Mohanirban Road , Calcutta 700 029, India. 
THE IW A TO YUKI 
Yamakei (Publishers) Co. Ltd. , 1-1-33 Shiba Daimon, Minato 
Ku , Tokyo. (Contains English language summary). 
SAN AKIN 
C.P.O. Box 6528, Korea. (Contains English language 
summary) 

AUSTRALIA 

WILD/ROCK 
P.O. Box 415, Prahran , Victoria 3181, Australia. 
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Mountain Technology 
Old Ferry Road, 
Onich, 
Inverness-shire 
PH33 6SA 
SCOTLAND ; 
Telep hone: 
Onich (085 53) 222 
Fax: (085 53) 424 

VERT/GE 
MODULAR 

AXE AND HAMMER 

45 , 50 OR 55 cm SHAFT 

DROOP OR ALPINE PICK 

CHOICE OF ADZES 

WEIGHT 600 OR 800 gms 
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American Alpine InstituteLtd. 
CLIMBING IN NORTH AMERICA 

Rock Climbing: Joshua Tree-, Bugaboos, Squamlsh, White 
Mountains, Red Rock, Cascades, Baja Mexico. 

Alpine Mountaineering - 12, 24, & 36-day courses including 
ascenh; & comprehensive instruction on rock, snow, & ice. 
No previous experience required. Cascades, Ecuador, Alaska. 

Summer Ice Climbing - Comprehensive coverage of advanced 
skills & state-of-the-art techniques for all snow & ice types. 
Previous experience required. Cascades & Alaska. 

Expedition Training • Himalayan & Alpine styles of ascent. 
Guided Climbs • 2 to 10-day trips on the classic routes of 

North America; all technical levels ; beautiful alpine traverses. 

BOLIVIA, ECUADOR, & PATAGONIA 
Bolivia's Cordillera Real - Ascents of 17 ,000'-21,200' peaks; 

optional basic & advanced ·instructional itineraries. Acclimati
zation at Machu Picchu , Lake Titicaca, & Bolivia's Altiplano. 

Ecuador · 2-week trips on peaks 18,997' to 20,561'; optional 
instructional itinerary. Acclimatization visiting highland markets 
& hiking on the Equator; hot springs; Galapagos option. 

Fitzroy & Torres del Paine National Parks . Parkland & 
glacier backpacking; alpine climbs at basic & more advanced 
levels near the towers ; Patagonia Ice Cap; trek only or climb. 

EXPEDITIONS 
McKinley, Aconcagua, Arna Dablarn, Ancohuma, Illirnani 

SPRING & FALL IN NEPAL 
Everest Area Climbing & Trekking • Including Gokyo Valley, 

Kala Patar , Everest Base & Lhotse Valley; trek only or 
ascend Lobuche (20 ,076') & Island Peak (20,306'). 

Annapurna Area Climbing• Including Marsyandi Valley, 
Thorong La, Tibetan frontier, trek only or ascend Chulu West 
(21,060'), Thorong (20,096'), & Muktinath (21,021'). 

For free brochures call or write: 
AAI, 1212 24th W-30, Bellingham, WA 98225 

206-671-1505 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS CATALOG 
FREE CATALOG (£2 Airmail) of New, Used & 

Rare Books. Mountaineering, Polar, 
Exploration. America's largest dealer. 

CHESSLER BOOKS. Box 399-86, Kittredge, 
Colorado 80457 USA. Tel. (303) 670-0093 

Fax (303) 670-9727 

SAVE MONEY 
MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR 
CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

Largest U.K. stockists of specialis t to p 
quality materials and accessories. 
Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 
Trade and retail. S.A.E. catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor 
Holmbridg e, Huddersfield , W. Yorks. 

0484 · 684302 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS We hold huge stocks of SECONDHAND AND 
NEW MOUNTAIN BOOKS; climbing/walking guides (worldwide) . 

Jarvis Books (M). 57 Smedley Street East, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3FO, England. , 
Shop open Mon-Sat, 9.30-5.30, Sun, 12-5.30 Tele : (0629) 55322, S.a.e., catalogue. BOOKS BOUGHT 



Superstrong construction sewn on machines designed 
to give unvarying seam width of 6mm allowing 

perfect taping. 

Twin press studded (or velcro sealed) 
front flaps covering zip. 

Phoenix T shoulder cut 
moveme 

30mm wide velcro 
closed cuffs. 

Waterproof Map Pocket cone 
but accessible without unzi 

double end 

Wired visor hood large enough to accommodate 
a climbing helmet should you need it. Volume adjustable 

by strap and buckle. 

PHOENIX ORIGINAL 3 layer Goretex front closure 
design. No seams run to the front zip edge of the garment 

ensuring no water migration either along the channel 
formed by the outside of the seam or beneath the tape 
inside. Vertical inserts to the front edge form the final 

taping point ensuring a perfect seal. 

Cosmetics - Stunning just what 
you would expect from Phoenix. 

Waist drawcord. 

Fabric tough, durable 3 layer 
Goretex Tazlan. 

THE ANATOMY OF 
A PERFECT WATERPROOF 

TA T hat you see here is 

t' t' the top of the range 

Phoenix Diamond. The 

design run throughout our 

unsurpassed shell collection. 

All styles have been design approved 

and tested by W.L. Gore in order to satisfy 

their manufacturing licence conditions. 

Each shell garment has had to withstand in 

one hour 3" (7.6cm) of rainfall plus 7 litres of 

water per minute directed at the front 

closure - more than monsoon conditions, 

and remain perfectly dry to the inside. 

Naturally, the Phoenix colour range and 

cosmetics are what you have come to expect. 

A colour to suit every taste and a design to 

suit every pocket and every outdoor 

demand. Phoenix now even have the UK's 

first Goretex Mountain Bike shell designs as 

well as some of Britains' finest hydrophillic 

polyurethane coated Tactel and Nylon 

garments, using Carringtons Cascade. Main 

design features are the same throughout. 

Now what more could you want? 

PERFECT- SEE WHAT WE MEAN? 

~PHOENIX , 
FUNCTION WITH FLAIR 

PHOENIX M OUNTAINEERING LIMITED, C OQUETDALE T RADING ESTATE, AMBLE, M ORPETH, N ORTHUMBERLAND, NE65 OPE 
TEL: l0665) 710934. TELEX: 537681 PHOENIX. FAX: 0665 712585. 
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Comfort in Action 
Rhovyl and Modal Sportswear has proven 

itself to be the most comfortable base layer for 
year round activities. Ideally suited to walking, 
running, climbing and skiing it offers a 
remarkably soft handle that stays comfortable 
even during prolonged usage. 

The high wicking action of the Chlorofibre 
conducts perspiration away from the body, 
whilst the Modal provides controlled 
absorbtion - so you, the wearer, stay dry and 
comfortable. Further benefits of Modal provide 
an anti-static, anti-bacterial environment for 
added comfort. 

HIGH WICKING 

THERMOGENIC 

ANTI-BACTERIAL 

Rhovyl and Modal Sportswear is available in four colours and five 
styles - contact your specialist retailer now. 

Expedition weight also available for cold conditions. 

Catalogue available from your local specialist retailer or direct from 
North cape, Munro Road, Springkerse Industrial Estate, Stirling FK7 7SW. 
Telephone: (0786) 63983/6441 t. Fax: (0786) 50563. 

tllGtl ~,1>,fl:NTIJltl: 
Karakoram 

Mountaineering and Trekking 
'New' southern route to K2 

Hushe Valley trekking 
Rock and Ice Expedition (644 7rn) 

Shirnshal Trek and China visit 

June to September 1992: £1745 - £1995 

1993 Chogolisa Expedition (7668rn) 

Full details and brochure frorn 
91 Telford Avenue, London SW2 4XN 

Tel: 081-674 8997 

CLIMBING-GUIDE 
MOUNTAINEERINGBOOKS 

ALPINE JOURNALE 
TREKKING-GUIDE 

EXPEDITIONS-REPORTS 
POLARBOOKS 

MAPS 
we send 

MOUNTAIN Waterproof fabrics breathable to B0?0g/m2/24hrCordura,_Ventile, Tactel, 
polycotton, npstop, canvas, mosquito net, Lycra, fleece pile. Zips, velcro, 

FABRICS studs. Patterns for all ·ouldoor gear and more. Exports. For prices stamp 
or airmail 2$. Tor(M), 3 Fryer St., Runcorn; WA7 1 ND, UK. 

around the world 
order our catalogue! 

#- BECK CRAMPON STRAPS 
All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 

91 catalog free to foreign . U.S. & Canada, send 25¢. 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 93120, USA. 
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MOUNTAINEERING EXPEDITION BOOKS - used and rare. 
Send for free catalogue. J.P. Books; P.O. Box 10884, 
Portland, Oregon, 97210, USA. Tel. (503) 227-3308 

Intern. Alpine/ Polar-Literatur 
Spez. Buchversand / Antiquariat 

Am Goldsteinpark 28 
D-6000 Frankfurt a. M. 71 

Tele./Fax: 0 69/6 661817 0 

Germany 
BERGSTEIGEN WELTWEIT 



T he PROGRAM SYSTEM is 
a concept exclusive to 
BEAL, designed to improve 

the life and effectiveness of your 
rope. 
A computer directed operation 
controls the application of the 
PROGRAM SYSTEM to the braiding 
of the sheath : 
The first 1,5 metres at each end of 
the rope are supple braided for ease 
of tying-on and clipping-in.The next 
4 metres are tighter , to give 
maximum abrasion and use 
resistance in th is section , which has 
to take nearly all sport-climbing falls . 
The central part of the rope is again 
supple for optimal handling quality. 
The PROGRAM SYSTEM is 
available on the following ropes : 
Laser 10mm - Edlinger 10,5mm -
Leader 11 mm. 

Supple Sheath : 1,5m 
for the tying-on 

Supple sheath 
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BRAND NEW, THE 

AND SHOULDERS 

RECORD-BREAK! NG 
ADHERENCE AND FIT 
(Patent N. 4822/A90) 
The Mythos is the new high-per
formance shoe created by '' La 
Sportiva' '. 
To tie the shoe there is the exclu
sive, patented UniLace System 
which ensures maximum comfort 
from the toe to the ankle even 
when sharply bending or twisting 
the foot. The lace passes inside 
the upper and 
circles the an
kle, distribut
ing the ten
sion evenly 
over the 
whole 

is easier 
a pair of 
on the lac 
to climb. 

faster to put on 
thos: a single pull 
and you are ready 

Mythos comes in soft suede in 
the most eye-catching colors for 
free climbing. 

RECORD-BREAK! NG 
HEEL GRIP AND 
PRECISION Ill 

(Patent N. l. 
4827/A90) 

The Soft Heel System 
is an innovative 
patented shell that 
ensures perfect fit of 

the heel and increases 
the area of support while 

diminishing internal compres
sion. 
In a heel hooking position the 

ALREADY HEAD 

THE REST. 

shell 
adapts ,,;;, ·· 
to the ~!l 
irregulari-~ 
ty of the ~ 
rock and guaran
tees maximum gripping with 
strong rear and lateral adher
ence. 
Should the climber fall to the 

m ground during bouldering or 
~ training traverses, the heel is pro

tected from shock by the exten
sive absorbent area. The techni
cal and production characteris
tics of the 

Mythos 
make it 
the ideal 
shoe for all types of climbs. 

stretching. 

shoe 
avoiding the 6) --- ~Tm® 

In addition, thanks to UniLace, it 38038 TESERO (TN) - Loe. Piera, 5 / A - Tel. 0462 /83052 - Telefax 0462 /83213 
,I 
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