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For serious mountain use 
For mountaineers and alpinists, 
SCARPA of Italy has two high 
performance boots which form the 
leading edge of a comprehensive range 
of technical mountain footwear. 
The Fitzroy is a traditionally 
constructed, fully stiffened, leather 
mountain boot suitable for a wide 
variety of mountain activities, from 
rugged walks and scrambles through 
to middle grade snow, ice and alpine 
use. It provides four season mountain 
performance without the extra 
warmth, bulk and upper rigidity of 
moulded shell boots, and can be fitted 
with both strap and clip-on crampons. 
For the highest levels of achievement 
in the mountains, the Vega has been 

chosen by many of 
the world's 

Fitzroy 

T omo Cesen on his historic ascents of 
Jannu and Lhotse, and Britain's prolific 
Alan Hinkes on all his eight thousanders. 
The Vega's Pebax Shell is designed to 
withstand extremes of temperature as 
well as providing the necessary 
support and rigidity for ice climbing 
and prolonged alpine routes. 
The closed cell foam inner combines 
the critical benefits of lightweight with 
extra warmth and a rapid drying time. 
Walking comfort is linked to the 
Vega's impressive climbing performance 
with the inclusion of a shock absorbing 
heel insert and a pre-curved sole. 
Completing the SCARPA Mountain 
Range are two classic mountain 
walking boots, Manta M4 and Alp M4, 
featuring the 
exclusive Vibram 
M4 (Mountain 
4 Season) sole 
unit. 

From the Scottish hills to 8,000 metre peaks in the Himalaya, the conditions will 
demand only the best in performance footwear.. . 

... the Mountain Range 
from 

0 
SCARPA 

FOOTWEAR FOR 

TREKKING, ROCK CLIMBING, ALPINISM, HIGH ALTITUDE. 

U.K. DISTRIBUTORS - BERGHAUS LIMITED 
P.O. BOX lXF, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE99 lXF. 
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Out there you'll appreciate the difference 
At Berghaus, we continually strive for improvements to 

performance through innovative design . 

Our experience of the outdoors ensures attention to detail. 
Detail that makes a difference in use. 

EXTREM, for example , is the ultimate range of 
mountaineering shell clothing . 

Specialist features , such as underarm gussets and 
articulated knees, provide the mobility vital for 

hard climbing . 

Generously cut styles allow easier layering; a 
benefit that is not immediately obvious. 

Continuous testing, involving some of the world's 
top mountaineers, together with exacting 
manufacturing standards developed in 
conjunction with W .L . Gore, ensure Extrem provides 
the perfect combination of protection, mobility and 

durability. 

Naturally, you'd expect to pay a little more for this expertise. 
But why compromise your performance. 

,I 

Next time you're out there , wouldn't you rather be with Berghaus? 

Dept. M ., P.O. B o x 1 XF, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE99 I XF. 

Manufacturers of clothing and rucsacs for the outdoors. 
GORE-TEX* is a registered trade mark 

of W.L. Gore & Associates Inc. 
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indrift, on Alpine neve, on Himalayan expeditions ...... 

- THE MOUNTAIN RANGE 

From -/1:>fo./ c/,'sl:flkef frJ tmd,s P"~ 
acuplruiC4 b.!J ffio"lsands of pttoplfl 
,;, f,l'e years 

The Mountaineers Whillans 
the original world beater conceived for 
Annapurna South Face now featuring : 

• ultra light weight at 420 g 
• detachable crutch loop (to ease calls of 

nature whilst tied in) 
• integral flexible hammer holsters 

The Alpiniste Sit Harness 
• One Piece, One Size, Fully 

Adjustable 
• Easy to put on in all conditions 

• Leg loop comfort 
• Belay loop fac ility 

• Combines with Tech Alp or 
Klimelite Chest Harness 

Super Belt and Alpinist 
Leg Loops 

• Unsurpassed comfort 
• Ergonomic waist pad 
• Self Rack System for 

customised racking 
• Troll Hammer Holsters can 

easily be added 

To see the whole range of 
Trol l harnesses and action wear, 

send 50p stamps to: 

ppermill, Oldham. OL3 6AA. Sales Hotline: 0457 870139 

MOUNTAINEERING 
BOOKS 

For a good booklist of secondhand/out 
of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exp loration, wri te 
to 0. Page, 29 Darnell Road, 

Edinburgh EH5 3PO, Scotland. 
Tel. 031 552 2759. 

Wants lis ts welcomed. 
Good books in good condition always 

wanted to buy. 

# -B.ECK CRAMPON STRAPS 
All handmade. Unconditionally guaranteed. 

91 catalog free to foreign. U.S. & Canada, send 25¢. 

P.O. Box 2223, Santa Barbara, California 93120, USA. 



Info 
Bold Solo Attempts on 
Annapurna and Makalu 

NEPAL POST MONSOON 

The post monsoon season brought near 
record numbers to Nepal. Over750 climbers 
took part on 83 expeditions, and 44 summits 
were reached. A record number of solo 
climbers were active although none actually 
attained a summit. A bold attempt by 
Slovenian Slave Sveticic on the W. Face of 
Annapurna 1 (8091 m) came close to success 
but he was forced to abandon the summit 
having climbed the face when cold and 
increasing winds got the better of him. An 
attempt by the wel l know Swiss pair of 
frhard Loretan and Jean Troillet on the W. 
Face of Makalu faltered atthe 7800m beneath 
the vertical summit wall when Loretan's 
crampons broke. The pair eventually opted 
for an ascent of the West Pillar, but they 
might have gone back to the W.Face if they 
had not lost much of their equipment in an 
avalanche earlier in the trip. They remain 
convinced that the face will eventually fall to 
an alpine style ascent. First ascents of Bhrikuti 
(6364m) [although previously claimed by a 
Japanese expedition], Cheo Himal (6820m) 
and Tripura Hiunchuli (6553m) were 
recorded and a large Soviet expedition made 
the first ascent of the E.Ridge of Cho Oyu 
8201 m) As usual , the S. Col Route on Everest 
received much attention and was the scene 
of some curious and circus like events. Our 
round up of the season begins with Everest 
for tradition 's sake, despite some more 
notable climbing elsewhere. 

Everest (8848m) 
01 sixteen expeditions, including a Bulgarian 
attempt on the N. Face during the monsoon, 
there were only two successes - by Russian/ 
American and Spanish teams. The former 
team had come with permission to attempt 
of Everest horseshoe via the N. Ridge of 
Lhotse and down to the S. Col Route. They 
decided to opt instead for an attempt to beat 
Marc Batard 's record of 22hrs:29mins return 
from Base Camp on the S. Col Route. Two of 
the members, Anatoli Bukreev and Vladimir 
Balyberdin, warmed up for the attempt with 
an ascent of the mountain in a conventional 
style, but without oxygen , reaching the 
summit on Oct. 7. Roman Giutachvili and 
Dan Mazur (US) reached the summit three 
days later. The former pair tried 
independently on 12 Oct. and 17 Oct. 
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respectively to regain the summit, but both 
were forced down from 8300m by cold and 
wind, so the record stands. 

A Spanish team placed 4 members on the 
summit on 6 Oct. , Jose Antonio Garces, 
Francisco Perez, Antonio Ubieto and Rafael 
Vidaurre, though none of the other eight 
teams on the S. Col Route were successful. 
Amongst those who failed was a Nepalese 
led international party that was attempting to 
get Mrs. Pasang Lhamu Sherpa to the top to 
enable her to be the first Nepali woman to 
claim the feat. This team received a certain 
notoriety among the other S. Col groups by 
collecting "rent" for use of the route that they 
established through the Khumbu lcefall. At 
$300 per head for those using the route , this 
could was quite a lucrative business. Sherpas 
were posted at the start of the route to collect 
fees and ensure that non-payers were turned 
back. For the impecunious Russians, it 
meant a dangerous detour close to the 
avalanche prone Nuptse Face. The 
continuation of these practices on Everest 
seem inevitable , and the outcomes 
unpredictable. Perhaps in future senior 
climbers and LO's attached with these trips 
should devise a fair compromise whereby 
equipment lost by one team is replaced by 
others. Another practice, "hitching", that is 
using other peoples equipment, is becoming 
easier on Everest with a number of examples 
of people using other teams tents and food. 
One British "solo" climber, Jonathan Pratt, 
nearly reached the S. Col using this tactic. 

[ Why not put some of the peak fee towards 
establishing a season-long route through 
the icefall, continually maintained by Sherpas, 
which all teams could use? Save on gear, 
food, fuel. - Ed.] 

Cho Oyu (8201m) 
Eight expeditions were successful and five 
failed on the normal West Face route. Among 
the 25 summiters was Wanda Rutkiewicz 
(Pol) who, having completed her 6th 8000er, 
made it 7 the following month with an ascent 
of Annapurna 1 (see below). 

A "Soviet" team comprising 14 Russians, 
a Ukrainian and one Baskiri climbed the 
formidable East Ridge of Cho Oyu , a route 
that had previously defeated five other teams. 
They fixed much of the route but did not use 
oxygen. The major difficulty is a 70m rock 
step high on the ridge which was overcome 
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by a traverse onto the Tibetan side. From a 
bivouac at 7900m, five members reached 
the summit on 20 Oct. One member, that had 
turned back just below the summit was hit 
on the head by a falling stone just below the 
rock step and died shortly after. 

Makalu (8463m) 
Apart from Loretan and Troillet's ascent, 
there were two other ascents of the W. Pillar 
and three of the NW Face. A Spanish climber 
died in a fall on the W. Pillar and a Japanese 
climber died of exhaustion on the NW side. 
Two members of a Spanish team also made 
unauthorised ascents of Kangshungtse 
(7678m) via its S Ridge 

Kangchenjunga (8586m) 
No ascents of the mountain were recorded in 
the post monsoon season. The experienced 
Italian alpinistSergio Martini reached 8200m 
on the SW Face with the help of two Sherpas 
and a Spanish team reached 8400m on the 
N. Face. 

Previously unreported in Mountain was 
the disaster on the Slovene expedition on 3 
May which killed two experienced climbers, 
Marija Frantar and Joze Rozman. The pair 
apparently fell in the dark having been over 
taken by bad weather while descending from 
a summitattemptthatfailed just 150m below 
the top. Their bodies were discovered on the 
great shelf the following day. 

A notable success was previously 
unreported by the same Slovene expedition 
on Kangchenjunga South (8476m). Andrej 
Stremfelj and Marko Prezelj made the first 
ascent of the SW Ridge in alpine style reaching 
the summit on 1 May. The 2900m route took 
five days and was the last great problem 
from the Nepalese side. 

Two members of the same expedition 
were also involved in an alpine style attempt 
on the E. Face of unclimbed Jannu East 
(7468m). Bojan Pockar and Venja Furlan 
climbed extremely difficult ground including 
vertical ice and rock of grade VII for three 
days to reach 7050m. They were forced to 
retreat by continuous avalanches down an 
80m wall above. This was the first attempt 
on the mountain. 

Annapurna 1 (8091m) 
Annapurna was the scene of the most 
dramatic and tragic events during the season. 
The solo attempt on the W. Face by Slovene 
Sveticic 's is worthy of further comment. The 
route attempted was to the left of the Messner 
line of 1985, although it shared its lower 
section. He set out on 28 Oct and in three 
days of climbing mixed' ground up to 60 
degrees, he reached 7800m where he was 
forced to stop in 1l wind storm. When 
conditions failed to improve, he traversed 
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the top of the face left onto the standard N. 
Face Route and descended this back to his 
camp. There he discovered that his Nepali 
support team had packed up and descended 
to the report him lost. After a day's rest, he 
descended to a village where fortunately he 
could radio the news that he was alive and 
well. 

The N. Face of the mountain received 
considerable attention. Disaster struck early 
in the season: two S. Koreans and 4 sherpas 
were killed in a massive slab avalanche at 
7500m on the Dutch Rib. Two other Sherpas 
were fortunate to survive. Prior to the 
accident, two camps had been destroyed by 
wind blasts from avalanches nearby. In recent 
years, the N. side has gained a reputation as 
being increasingly prone to avalanches. There 
was one success from the North (a Russian 
team also via the Dutch Rib) , while seven 
other expeditions failed. 

On the S. Face, three expeditions climbed 
the Bonington Route although not without 
incident. A nine member international team 
led by the experienced Polish climber 
Krzysztof Wielicki set up their Base Camp on 
11 Sept. and were joined by another Polish 
led by another international team led by 
Mieczyslaw Jarosz (Pol). These two teams 
worked amicably on the mountain, although 
the experienced Wielicki team did much of 
the route finding , fixing ropes up the Chamoux 
Variation. By the third week in Oct. they were 
in position for the summit. 

The first summit pair from the Jarosz 
team, Kazimierz Stepien (Pol) and Gabriel 
Denamur (Bel) set out on 20 Oct. Denamur 
was several hours in front of his Polish 
companion. The latter was benighted, lost 
his way and forced to bivi at 7700m. The 
following morning he descended, suffering 
from altitude sickness and was met by 
Wielicki and Bogdan Stefka on their way to 
the summit. There they found Denamur's 
foot prints, but from there they went down 
the N. Face. Nofurthertrace of Denamurwas 
found , although Sveticic reported finding 
prints west of the Normal Route as he 
traversed across on 1 Nov. The rest of Jarosz 
team left Base Camp, hoping that Denamur 
would safely desce_nt the N. Face, which 
proved to be a false hope. 

Six other member of the Wielicki team 
also reached the summit; Ryszard Pawlowski 
(Pol), Ruediger Schleypen (Ger) and Wanda 
Rutkiewicz on the 22nd and Mariusz Sprutta 
(Pol) , Gonzalo Velez (Port) and lngred 
Baeyens (Bel). Velez is the first 8000m 
ascensionist from Portugal. Meanwhile, a 
Russian team having failed on the Japanese 
Route obtained Wielicki's permission to also 
climb the Bonington Routeandfour members 
reached the sum.mil on 26 Oct. 
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Other Peaks 
Elsewhere on Nepal 's 8000m peaks, there 
were ascents of Manaslu (8163m) via the 
NE Face by an international team led by 
Bruno Jelk and two of the NE Ridge of 
Dhaulagiri 1 (8167m) by a Spanish and a 
Japanese expedition. A Spanish climber, 
Antonio Martinez, was "arrested" and taken 
to Kathmandu where he was fined $1750 for 
trying to climb Dhauligiri illegally. Wrong as 
it might be to climb without permits , the 
punishments meted out in Nepal are not 
consistent. For example, a Swiss climber, 
Jacob Reichen , crossed illegally and without 
a permit onto the Tibetan side and climbed 
Cho Oyu in the company of other members 
of an international team. Three other teams 
with permits for Cho Oyu from the Nepalese 
side only also crossed the border and were 
not impeded by Chinese or Nepalese officials 
as has happened in the past. 

On peaks beneath 8000m, two definite 
and one likely first ascents were recorded. 
Doug Scott, Nigel Porter and Sharavati 
Prabhu climbed a difficult route up the S. 
Buttress of the S. Summit of Tripura 
Hiunchuli (6553m) located in a remote corner 
of Western Nepal. Four members of a joint 
Japanese/Nepali expedition reached the 
summit of Cheo Himal (6820m) north of 
Manaslu via the S. Face/SE Ridge. They 
apparently fixed 2500m of rope in the 
process. A Nepali team led by Elaine Brook 
probably made the first ascent of Bhrikuli 
(6364m) in the Mustang region. An ascent 
claimed by the Japanese in 1982 was disputed 
by a French team 4 years later who said that 
photos from the Japanese expedition could 
not possibly have been taken on the highest 
summit. Three Sherpas made sure of it this 
time. 

Activity on other peaks saw nine ascents 
of the SW Ridge of Arna Dab lam and 12 of 
the SE Face/£. Ridge of Pumori. There were 
also ascents of the normal routes on Tilicho 
(7134m) by a big Swiss/Polish team, Tukche 
(6920m) by a Frenchman and his Sherpa, 
Kang Guru (6981m) by Italians and 
Chamlang (7319m) by a British team via a 
variation on the normal S. Ridge. Andrew 
Pollard, Angus Andrew, Neil Howells and 
Ngatemba Sherpa reached the summit on 20 
Oct. 

PAKISTAN 
More news has arrived of the summer in 
Pakistan following our report in the last 
issue. In total , 52 expeditions were active in 
the Pakistan Karakoram and Himalaya 
involving 393 climbers with 14 successful 
expeditions. In addition to the climbs reported 
in Mountain 142, the most important ascent 
was that by a Japanese expedition which 
made the second ascent of Trivor (7720m). 

They climbed a new route up the snow spur 
bounding the N. Face. The summit pair, 
Toshifumi Ohnuki and Atsushi Endoh, then 
traversed the ridge to Momhil Sar (7342m) 
for which they also had permission. The 
team apparently used fixed ropes and 
established five camps on the spur. 

Spanish and Italian teams were succesful 
on Di ran (7257m). Although no details have 
been received, it seems that all these ascents 
were by the original routes. On Masherbrum 
West Peak (7200m) , a large trekking party 
led by Mark Miller (UK) made the second 
ascent of the mountain via a new route on the 
S. Face. A total of 14 climbers reached the 
summit between the 11 and 25 Sept. , the 
redoubtable Norman Croucher among them. 

Tragedy overtook a Japanese team 
attempting Ultar (7388m) in October. Good 
progress had been made up the steep ice on 
the SW Face, presumably near the line that 
Mick Fowler and Crag Jones had attempted 
earlier in the season. Three camps had been 
established, and two Japanese members, 
Hasegawa and Hoshino with the well known 
Pakistani climber Nazir Sabir, were moving 
back up the mountain on 10 Oct. after a spell 
of bad weather when a massive avalanche 
swept down the face. Sabir had stopped in a 
sheltered spot to remove clothing , but the 
other pair were swept 1300m down the face 
to their deaths. 

After many years of disruption due to the 
Afghan war, Tirich Mir (7706m) is again 
receiving attention. A six member 
Norwegians expedition planned a bold 
traverse of the main peak from Tirich Mir 
East (7692m) via the SE Ridge of the latter 
peak. Six camps were established on the 
ridge but continuous poor weather forced 
the team to abandon their plans but not until 
they had completed the difficult ascent up 
the ridge to the fore summit (7620m). A 
seven member Japanese team was 
successful in climbing the main peak via the 
Normal Route from the upper Ti rich Glacier. 
Two members reached the summit on 15 
Aug. after two earlier attempts had been 
forced back by high winds. 

INDIA 
A few interesting news items have reached 
us from the autumn season. In the Eastern 
Karakorum, Saser 2 (7518m) had a second 
ascent by an Indian expedition led by Heera 
Lohia from Delhi. The team ascended a new 
route on the W. Face, but one member was 
overcome by altitude sickness while 
attempting to reach the summit, and died the 
following day. 

In Garhwal , a four man British team was 
active. In mid-September, an attempt by 
Kevin O'Neale and Martin Welch on 
Bhrigupanth (6772m) via the NE Face 
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brought them onto the summit ridge 800m 
below the top having climbed a 1 OOOm snow 
and ice face. Poor snow conditions stopped 
them there. Martin Moran and Ian Drigg 
climbed the prow left of the blank white wall 
above the Bhrigupanth Glacier which gave 
rock pitches up to grade VII and A1 , and then 
easier slabs and a ridge which led them to a 
summit later confirmed as Bhrigu Pathar 
(6038m). They graded the 26 pitch route ED 
and recommend it for teams with limited 
time since it could be repeated in 3-4 days 
now that ii is equipped 

In Kistwar, Brendan Murphy and Andy 
Perkins (UK) spent 17 days on the 1 OOOm 
high NW Face of Cerro Kishtwar (6200m) 
but eventually ground to a halt 1 OOm below 
the summit due to cold weather and lack of 
food . The pair climbed in capsule big wall 
style. The route contained pitches of Scottish 
6 and A3. 

Harish Kapadia has sent us some details 
of the effects of the Earthquake that struck 
Garhwal in October. Apparently no climbers 
were injured or killed as a result , and in fact 
the worst effects seem to have been confined 
to the valleys and vi llages around Uttarkashi. 
Many houses were destroyed and bridges 
and roads damaged, but the main road to 
Gangotri was not closed for long. 

One result of the earthquake seems to be 
that the Indian Government is reviewing the 
position of dam construction in the foothills. 
Work on the very big dam at Tehri has been 
suspended along with a number of other 
hydro-electric projects. Kapadia also warns 
climbers planning to visit the area next year 
that local food is likely to be in short supply 
so buy before you arrive, and the situation 
regarding porters is unpredictable. Many 
may be occupied on repair works after the 
winter. On the otherhand, others who have 
lost their livelihood may be looking for work 
as porters. 

Further details of the post monsoon season 
in India will be in the next issue. 
John Porter 

CORRESPONDENTS: Ahmed, Carter, 
Hawley, Kapadia, Moran, Nyka, 
Pollard, Troll, Sabir, Shahid, Velez 
and Venables 

CORRECTION: In the article on the ascent of 
Chong Kumdan 1 in Mountain 142, there 
were two errors. The caption on page 30 
should read "the unclimbed North Face of 
Mamostang Kangri ", the mountain itself 
having been climbed three times by the ridge 
running down from the summit to the col on 
the left which was apporached from the 
other side. Also, on page 33 , the summary 
describes the area as Himalaya and should 
read Karakoram, Greater Himalaya. 
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THE ALPS 

MONT BLANC MASSIF 
This summer was blessed by an almost 
continuously stable climate th roughoutthe main 
season. Electrical storms were rare (even in 
more notorious areas such as the Bregaglia). At 
one stage the Meleo made an unheard of 
prediction, promising perfectlyfineweatherfor 
the coming 8 days - and were right! With that 
sort of forecast the world would be your oyster 
but the choice of route was, again, limited by 
that disturbing dryness and associated 
decomposition of the mountains that we have 
come to expect in recent summers. 

Which leads into the subject of the 
increasing numberof bolt-protected rock routes 
in the massif ... Je t'ai Conquis, Je t'Adore 
(Anker/Piola/Strappazzon 1988) climbsthe right 
side of the East Face of the Pointe de Lepiney 
and is protected by 61 bolts. It has become very 
popular and is considered by some to be 'one of 
the finest rock routes in the range'. The climbing 
is indeed superb but does not follow a natural 
line - hence the bolts I Despite having acquired 
a reputation for boldness on some of the 
sustained 6b slab pitches, where the bolts are 
Bm apart, the route is safe and double bolt 
anchors allow a quick rappel descent. Previous 
routes on the face (some of which relied on a 
fewbolts)-superb modern classics like Securite 
et Li be rte and Les Vacances de Monsieur Hu/at, 
which generally followed lines of natural 
weakness - have been completely superseded 
by the safer and quicker1988creation. As most 
major faces in the range now have at least one 
bolt route, the implications are obvious. 

Mont Blanc 
A new route has been added to this mountain's 
most remote facet - the Miage face. Marius et 
Ophelie (F Damilano, R Heintz and J-P Maurus, 
16 August) is a rather contrived route which 
starts by climbing directly over the large serac 
to the right of the 1893 Central Spur. It then 
works up the ice slope above, crosses the snow 
ridge of the right hand spur and climbs the gully 
alongside the rocks on the flanks of the Brouillard 
Ridge, negotiating a second serac barrier on 
very brittle ice. The climb, which is undoubtedly 
hard and serious, is 11 OOm from glacier to 
summit. 

J C Lataille returned to the Grand Pilier 
d'Angle and, from the 11-13 August, climbed a 
demanding new route between the Bonatti
Gobbiand Divine Providence. It follows a series 
of cracks in the upper section of the route and 
nowformsthe most direct line, climbed to date, 
on the Red Tower. Another World is 900m, 
ED4, A3/4 and 6c/7a. 

Divine Providence received more attention 
this summer. Andy Cave and Paul Jenkinson 
climbed the route in two days during August, 
with a bivouac above the big 7c corner. The 
initial ramp-line is loose, but once on the Red 
Tower the climbing is superb, with only 4 really 

Brilliant Summer in 
Western Alps 
Sveticic Solos New 
Route on Croz Spur 
hard pitches. 4 rest-points were needed on the 
corner, which isextremelysteepandwasslightly 
damp at the time, but the remaining pitches 
were climbed free. Fortunately the 'wet roof', 
aided by Renault and Ghersen, was bone dry 
and went at 7a. The 7c corner appears to have 
gathered quite a bit of fixed protection , which 
wasn't there on Renault's free ascent and the 
party were most impressed by his lead of this 
pitch. 

Following his ascent on the Grand Pilier, 
Lataille crossed to the foot of the Central Pillar 
of Freneyand , during the 14-15th, climbed a 
new, if slightly contrived, line between the Jori 
Bardill and Original Route. L 'ecume des Jours 
is a mixture of free and artificial climbing and, 
although entirely independent lower down on 
the pillar, is forced to join the Original Route for 
several sections, towards the top. The rock of 
the Chandelle is very compact and appears to 
offer no possibility of climbing an independent 
line by fair means! 

Aiguille Croux 
Left of the classic Ottoz Route on the South-East 
Face, Jean-Luc Amstutz, Gerard Long and 
Romain Vogler have created a fine, sustained 

Below: Andy Cave in action on 
the recalcitrant roof of the 
American Superdirect on the 
Petit Dru. 
Photo: Paul Jenkinson. 
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Above: These lads had a good 
season. Andy Cave again, this 
time during their free lead of 
the Brandler/Hasse on the 
North Face of Cima Grande. 
This gave 25 pitches of superb 
and often ve,y exciting climbing 
at sustained E3/E4 (British) with 
one pitch of E5. 
Photo: Jenkinson. 
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climb which they called Visite Guidee. This 
route, which finishes at a large tower on the 
south ridge, was climbed on 21st September 
and is 250m and 6b (6a Obi). 

Aiguille Noire de Peuterey 
Many alpinists were aware that the North-East 
Face, overlooking the chaotic Brenva Glacier, 
had never been climbed. This is one of the most 
austere walls in the range and had been 
considered as a suitable winter/spring objective 
due to the obvious quantity of bad rock. In 
recent years the conditions on the face had 
become worse, with the almost total 
disappearance of the upper ice-field, leaving a 
vast area of slabs covered with gravel and 
dangerously poised blocks. Undeterred, Joshua 
Geeter and Ivan Ghirardini climbed the face in 
two days, reaching the summit on the 10th 
September (27 pitches: ED2) 

Mont Maudit 
On the South-West ShoulderLafaille , climbing 
solo of course, put up a new route on the East 
Pillar, left of the huge died re taken by the 1978 
Grassi-Groazroute. After 450 m of climbing ori 
the pillar the upper snow crest of the South-East 
Ridgewas followed to the summit. Ballade pour 
Melanie is 650m ED2: 6c/A1 with unavoidable 
and committing moves of 6c. 

Pie Adolphe Rey 
In July, Amstutz, Vincent Banderet and Vogler 
completed their line Fil ou Face. Reported to 
give excellent and varied climbing , the route 
finishes-almost improbably- up the crest of an 
impressive pillar. 250m : 7a (6b obi). 

Roi De Siam 
This forms most of the South-East Face of the 
Petit Capucin butthe summit is separated from 
the latter by a 30m gap. It is not a continuously 
steep face but it does contain steep walls, 
interrupted by areas of easy ground. On the 
18th July Amstutz and Vogler finished their 
route Capuccino, first begun in 1989. This is a 
pleasant climb though, obviously, not sustained. 
It starts near the right side of the face and joins 
Serenissimenearthe top. (300m: 6c+, 6a obi). 

Grand Capucin 
Amstutz, Banderet and Vogler also completed 
De Fil en Aiguille, first attempted by Long and 
Vogler in 1988. Although it crosses four other 
routes, the party thought the quality of the 
climbing to be 'exceptional' with the upper 
pitches in an outrageous position. 300m. ED2/ 
3, 7a and A1 (6b obi), Incidentally, the most 
rapid(?) rappel descent from the summit (and 
also the most hair-raising!) is now down the line 
of L 'echodesAlpages, which has been equipped 
with the usual 2 bolts plus chain at each anchor. 

Aiguille d'Entreves 
This minor peak lies east of the Tour Ronde and 
has a steep West Face of excellent red granite. 
The original route, climbed in 1952, followed a 
series of cracks directly to the summit. To the 
right, Nicolas d'Albrand and Olivier Ratheaux 
discovered Reves de'Entreves, a nice, little, 
four-pitch climb with maximum difficulties of 
6a. The stances were equipped for rappel 
descent. 

Aiguilles Marbrees 
The prize for the smallest.new route recorded in 
the massifthis summer goes to David Cornette, 
Misha Reyngout and Heinz Verschaeve. The 
Aiguilles Marbrees are twin summits close to 
the Torino Hut. Los Piratos , climbed on April 
10th, is a two-pitch route (5, 6a) that starts from 
the Geant Glacier and reaches the top of the first 
small summit on the ridge leading south towards 
the Tour de Jetoula. 

Grandes Jorasses 
On the Croz Spur, the insatiable Slavko Sveticic 
soloed a new route up the impressive left flank 
of the crest above the second tower - a well
known 'Last Great Problem'. Manitua was 
climbed between 7-10th of July and follows a 
series of hard cracks which lie to the right of the 
line taken by No Siesta. Conditions were 
excellent, as the rock was very dry and of 
surprisingly good quality. The climbing was 

very sustained at around VII with a little A 1/2 
and had a hard pitch (VI I+ or 6c: A3) to exit onto 
the upper ice field. From here, he continued up 
left to join the Classic Route and followed this to 
the summit (V and V+). 700m to the junction 
with the Croz Direct: 1 OOOm to the top. A rappel 
descent was then made of the route, intrinsically 
to collect bits of clothing and equipment 
discarded along the way. Sveticic then took a 
break, in order to holiday in Peru and climb a 
new route on Huascaran (reported elsewhere), 
before returning in late August. In the next few 
days he systematically soloed the classic routes 
on South Face of the Fou (6h), East Face of the 
Grand Capucin (3h), West Face of the Petites 
Jorasses (2h) and the Bonatti Pillar on the Dru 
(4h) before leaving for the West Face of 
Annapurna.The North Spur of Pointe Young 
(TD) has seen singularly few ascents. Over two 
days this summer its was soloed, for the first 
time, by Ghirardini, via a variation to the start of 
the route. 

Petites Jorasses 
The East Face is situated in an unfrequented 
corner of the range and was first climbed by 
Bonatti and Mazeaud in 1962. It has still had 
relatively few ascents. Cave and Jenkinson 
climbed a new line on the left side of the face, 
finishing on the prominent terraces after350m. 
Although the climbing was good and the rock 
perfect, the route was rather disappointing. 
They were unable to pursue a direct line due to 
the lack of natural protection and were forced to 
deviate, on a number of occasions, into a 
prominent chimney system. The latter had 
obviously been climbed previously, but was 
unrecorded. Towards the centre of the face are 
two, recent routes of Italian origin (Topo 
diagrams in the Gervasutti Hut Book). These 
force very direct lines on the compact slabs due 
to bolt-protection and also provide safe rappel 
descent from the terraces. So far, none of the 
existing routes has breached the steep headwall 
above. 

On the West Face it would appear that, 
despite continuing controversy, the well-bolted , 
Michel Piola line, Anouk has become an instant 
classic. This summer there were often two or 
three parties on the route simultaneously and 
impressions have, by and large, been very 
favourable. It also provides the simplest rappel 
descent on this side of the mountain. Piola is 
less happy about his latest addition, also with 
Vincent Sprungli, on the walls to the right. Mon 
Coeur Espagnol, climbed on 5-6th August, has 
several very fine pitches but, overall , is a rather 
inhomogeneous offering. 700m ED2/3 7a (6c 
obi). 

Aiguille De Pierre Joseph 
The West Face of this peak has three , well
defined spurs that overlook the Leschaux 
glacier. The lefthand spur - the cornerstone 
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of the Leschauxand Telefre glaciers- rises to 
Pt 2842 m and is well known for the classic 
Comte/Engelmann Route. To the left of this 
route Amstutz, Banderetand Vogler have put 
up Trotte Marmotte, a short, yet sustained 
climb of high quality. 200m 6c (6a obi). 

The right hand spur, which lies almost in-line 
with the Leschaux hut, has been christened 
Pointe a Daniel after Michel Piola's brotherwho 
was killed, this July, on Mont Dolent. On August 
7th August Piola and Sprungli climbed Tanton 
Daniel. This is an excellent route, especially the 
first four pitches and has already received a 
second ascent. A short approach allows it to be 
climbed on the same day as the walk up to the 
hut. (230m 6b, 6a obi) . 

Aiguille Du Midi 
On the Cosmique Spur Remy Escoffier and 
Alain Ghersen finally managed to free climb 
C'est pas physique, c'est eletrique ; the A2 roof 
going at 6c. 

Aiguille Du Fou 
Briefly reported in the last issue, Lafaille's solo 
winter ascent of this 1963 Classic Route in fact 
terminated one pitch belowthetop. After a night 
at the foot of the face, 8 hours climbing (a fast 
time when you remember that every pitch was 
back-roped) took him to the base of the final 
pitch - the V+ crack that leads to the summit 
block. With only minimal bivouac equipment, 
he decided to forego the summit and complete 
the rappel descent before nightfall. 

Ballade au clairde lune, on the right side of 
the face, was climbed in 1983 by the late J-M 
Boivin and contained a hard aid pitch on 
copperheads and skyhooks. It remained 
unrepeated until this year when, on the 18th 
August, J C Moulin made a solo ascent. 

Left of the Classic Route lies Les Ailes de 
Desir, originally climbed in 1988 (Colas/Grenier) 
at 6b and A2. Bolts were only used for main 
belay anchors and the route quickly became the 
best rappel descent on the face. Last year it 
became the scene of much controversy when 
thoroughly retro-bolted by J-M Troussier. This 
event no doubt assisted Escoffier and Ghersen 
to make the first free ascent this summer. The 
crux, a crack on the fifth pitch, went at ?c. 

Perhaps the 'Golden Age' of linked ascents 
is at an end? Apart from Lafaille's exploits on 
Mont Blanc the only other combined ascent of 
note this summer was Les Ailes Du Desir and 
the Classic Route in a total of 10 hours by A. 
Rhem and R. Vimal. 

Aiguille De Roe 
The steep slabs between the Diedre des 
Mousquetaires and the classic South Pillar 
were, surprisingly, unclimbed until this year. By 
the end of June Herve Bouvard and Piola were 
busy making Histoire D'eau , a route of eight 
diverse pitches that joins the South Pillarat the 
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'quartz ledge'. The first three pitches, that lie on 
the wall left of the chimneys used to start all the 
routes on this side of the face, were especially 
fine and could be used as a variation start(albeit 
at a much higher standard) to the South Pillar. 
The route is 300m with obligatory crux moves 
of 6c+. 

Grands Charmoz 
Another surprising omission was the prominent 
pillar above the 'Tour Rouge Bivouac' on the 
East Face. Christophe Bodin and Ratheaux 
climbed to the top of this pillar, where it meets 
the Normal Route on Aiguille de la Republique. 
They then moved left and climbed a large 
rounded buttress onto the north-east ridge at 
approximately 3350m. Polen/a for Never is 
650m : TD but not sustained (6a maximum). 
Monts Rouges De Triolet 
Two new routes have been climbed on these 
rocky buttress that lie in a rather unfrequented 
corner of the range, on the Italian side of the 
Aiguille de Triolet. on the 1st August Gallizio 
Enrico and Angelo Siri put up // lavorodeltempo 
(150m 6a) and La Bottega de/le arti (180m 
6a+). 

Aiguilles De La Grande Rocheuse 
Pointe 3463m forms the huge, first step in the 
North-East Spurand has a broad triangular East 
Face. The first ascent of this face was made by 
Ratheaux and Marc Ravanel on the 4th 
September. Les Lutins de la Grande Rocheuse 
is 450m: TD + 6b and A 1. The approach, from 
the Argentiere hut takes about 11 /2 hours and 
the route has a rappel descent. 

Les Droites 
In 1969 Eric Lackner and Reinhold Messner put 
up a route on the North EastFacethattheycalled 

THE ALPS 

the Bergland Pillar. Subsequently there have 
been relatively few ascents but most of these 
have confirmed the high quality of the climbing, 
whilst noting that the route, in the main, avoided 
the true crest of the pillar. This was rectified on 
the 18-19th September by Chris Dale and Jim 
Kerr. The smooth, rounded buttress that forms 
the lower pillar was climbed in 8 pitches to 
where the Bergland Pillar comes in from the 
right. The party then moved together over 
easier ground to reach the crest of the main 
pillar, which they climbed direct for a further 11 
pitches to bivouac below the upper and more 
crenellated ridge Nextdaytheyclimbedthrough 
an area of outstandingly beautiful crystals and, 
higher, found solution bottles and a spade! 
There was some delightful climbing on the 
gendarmes just before the junction with the 
North East Spur. The climb was very varied and 
on excellent rock with no objective danger. The 
hard pitches (6b) occurred on the bottom 
buttress and in the vacinity of a large tower at 
half-height. (1000m ED2 - no pegs or bolts!) 

Petit Dru 
The most publicised event of this summer took 
place between the 25th of June and the 4th of 
July. On her solo climb of the Bonatti Pillar in 
1990, Catherine Destivelle had looked at a 
tenuous line of cracks and expanding flakes on 
the left flank, close to the line of the 1986 route 
Absolu. Deciding that most of the pitches would 
involve hard aid moves, she took off to America 
in April of this year and spent two months 
training with Jeff Lowe. His tutorials were 
obviously sound, as the subsequent climb 
involved pitches of A4+ on some quite shaky 
rock and may well be the most demanding aid
route in the Alps to date. During her solo ascent 
she self-belayed using an autoblock device, sat 

Catherine Oestivelle 

commenting on her 

helicopter descent from 

her new solo climb: "I 

regretted it afterwards, 

but at the time all I 

wanted was a hot 

bath." 

Below: Paul Jenkinson 
following one of the 26 
sustained pitches of Fisch 
(7b) on the Marmolada. 
A serious route. 
Photo: Andy Cave. 
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out a four day storm and took a 1 Om fall high 
on the route! After 20 pitches she arrived at 
the 'quartz ledges' and bivouacedforthe last 
time. Although, undoubtedly an impressive 
physical performance on her part, it would 
appearthatthe actual route is offairly dubious 
value. Destivelle had always wanted to go 
over the summit and descend to the 
Charpoua glacier in 'classical' style but, in 
the end, she succumbed to a lift down the 
valley in a helicopter. "I regretted it afterwards, 
but at the time all I wanted was a hot bath." 

It is worth noting that the accepted 
descent to the Bonatti Pillar, now goes 
straight down from the foot of Gendarme 
3361 m on the Flam mes de Pierre. The five 
rappels down very steep rock are well 
sheltered from stonefall until the couloir is 
reached. As this descent is feasible in rock 
boots, parties are now leaving all their 
equipment on the Flammes de Pierre and 
aim to complete the round trip in a day. 

Cave and Jenkinson climbed the 
American Directissima (Harlin-Robbins 
Route). As there are no fixed anchors in the 
couloi r below the Bonatti Pillar, the best and 
safest approach to any of the routes in the 
vacinity of the Directissima, is to climb the 
American Directto the first terraces. Follow 
these around to the right until below a series 
of died res, then using one of these to reach 
the ledges at the base of the climb. The party 
found the line of the route somewhat 
improbable and the climbing, in a variety of 
cracks from fingers to off-widths rather 
loose, The start is particularly confusing and 
route finding can be tricky on some of the 
very hard pitches, where the free version is 
different from the original line. Apart from 3 
points of aid on the second roof, the rest was 
climbed free (7a/7a+, with some 7b). This 
roof always seems to remain wet and slimy 
and the best effort so far is 2 rest-points by 
Renault and Profit. After a night spent at the 
start of the route, the party completed the 
climb with one further bivouac, on the good 
ledge at the top of the Red Shield on the 
French Directissima (reached by diagonal 
rappel.) 

Grand Dru 
Guy Muhlemann and Simon Richardson 
climbed the Stembert Pillar, which appears 
to dry quicker after bad weather than most 
other routes on the South Face. The Pillar 
gives sustained jamming in wide cracks and 
is generally thought to be undergraded at 
TD. Near the top of the pillar the route 
crosses a wide couloi ron the left and follows 
a more direct variation to the classic 
Contamine Route. Instead, the party 
continued up the crest and then took an 
unlikely looking diagonal line out right on a 
steep wall to join the Voie Pierre (a seldom 
repeated route) below its second crux. The 
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link pitches were never harder than V+ and 
provided a direct and logical route up this 
part of the face. TD+ 10-12h to the summit. 

In 1978 Denis Collangettes created the 
now classic, Trident Pillar. This August he 
returned with Frangois Pallandreand climbed 
a line to the left of the pillar, which included 
the obvious 90m diedre with a prominent 
triangular roof. 400m to the junction with 
the original route, where the climb was 
terminated; 6c (6a+ obi). If continued to the 
summit of the Dru, it would give a 650m 
route of ED1/2 standard. Certains /'aiment 
show (a trench pun on 'some like it hot') was 
protected solely by nuts. However, descent 
was made by rappel and, in the process, the 
climbers equipped the belays with bolts and 
pegs and placed a bolt in a blank section that 
had been led, on the ascent, without 
protection. 
Flammes De Pierre - Pointe 2699m 
It is nowapparentthatthere is plenty of good 
climbing on the walls above the snout of the 
CharpouaGlacier. The existing routes are on 
excellent granite, get the sun for most of the 
day and can be reached in 2.5 hours from 
Montenvers. Recommended is the 1986 
Carli-Chassagne Route, which follows a 
series of strenuous, yet well-protected, 
jamming cracks. Despitefouradditions from 
Romain Vogler this summer, there is still 
plenty of work to be done! 

In the centre of the face the awesome 
chimney gives the line of the aptly named Le 
bout du tunnel(25Dm: 6c 6a obi). This was 
climbed by Chema Ramirez and Vogler on 
the 27th July. In fact it is only on the third 
pitch that one needs to grovel up the back of 
the chimney, the rest of the climb taking 
place on the walls to either side. The route 
was equipped for a rappel descent but it is 
preferable to use the line of /'Etan Vertical 
which follows the crest of the pillar on the 
left. This route, started by the late Bruno 
Cormier and Dominique Radique - the 
inaugurators of Vertical magazine, was 
completed on the 1 stSeptemberby Ramirez, 
Christian Schwartz and Vogler. It isa superb 
line, extremely steep and strenuous but with 
lots of in-situ gear. 250m 7a (6b obi). Also 
close at hand is La Reprise, climbed by Long 
and Vogler-on the 15th September. This is 
just as improbable as the previous route and 
very sustained. 300m 7a {6b obi). Finally, 
way to the right is Factible by Remy Cottet, 
Ramirez and Vogler on the 4th July- another 
good climb that crosses numerous roofs 
and is much more reasonable than first 
appearances would suggest. For the time 
being the route stands at ten pitche_s but a 
continuation is certainly possible. 300m: 
6c+ (6b obi). 

La Nonne 
Right of the start to the classic Nonne-

Evequetraverse is a somewhat elusive died re 
in a short face of light-grey rock. Climbed by 
Amstutz, Banderet and Vogler on 25th 
August, it gave three hard pitches, followed 
by two more on easier ground and led 
directly to the summit. Les dessous de la 
Nonne is 200m and 7a (6b obi). 

Aiguille D'Argentiere 
Through the night of the 22-23 July, Robert 
Durran and Roy Ruddle climbed a route on 
the North-East Face, between the existing 
Messnerand Bettembourgroutes. However, 
it now seems more than likely that this was 
the same line taken by Chris Dale on his solo 
ascent in 1982. The initial couloir of the 
Bettembourg Route was followed to above 
its first steepening, where the climbers broke 
out left and reached the upper icefield via a 
series of sustained runnels (5 pitches; 
Scottish 3/4). On the top buttress they 
followed an obvious gully 1 OOm to the right 
of the Messner, to reach the North East 
Ridge. Of interest is the fact that the whole 
route was in perfect ice, when both the 
Messner (their intended objective) and 
Gabarrouroutes were totally out of condition 
in their lower halves. The climb was 
conventionally named Herman Hobnob 
Meets Dorothy Dinosaur (Good one lads!) 
TD- 700m. 

Above the Chardonnet Glacier on the 
Rempart of the Straton Ridge, Marc and 
Roland Ravanel discovered The Fifth 
Generation. This was a route more in keeping 
with traditional mountaineering than modern 
cragging. The rock was good except for 
some loose blocks on the terraces. 350m 
TD: 5+/6a. 

Also on this ridge, but this time above 
the Milieu Glacier, stands an impressive 
pillar called La Vierge. Below this and to the 
left of Sueurs Froides, Marc Ravanel joined 
up with Michel Canotto produce Toubib, sor 
tes instuments on 3rd September. 250m 
6c+ and A2. 

On Le Plateau Ravanel, this time with 
Ratheaux, put up Voie de Cube (300m: 6a/ 
b) This climbs the wall, that is situated 150m 

· to the right of the notch separating the lower 
and upper sections of the plateau. 

Aiguille du Chardonnet 
Ravanel and Ratheaux have created Voie du 
Chat ordonne on the South-East Face of Pl 
3026m. This is the first gendarme at the 
base of the long, South-West Ridge and can 
be reached in 1.5 hours from the Grands 
Montets. 180m 6b.c and A 1. 

Aiguille Dorees 
On the sunny, south side of the Aiguille Sans 
Norn the steep triangular face, to the right of 
the delightful, quasi-classic South Ridge, 
now has a number of fine modern routes. 

Correspondents: Cave, 
Collangettes, Oamilano, Ourran, 
Pio/a, Richardson, Savenc. 

The superb pillar, split by numerous cracks, 
to the right of Don Quichottegaveyetanother 
delectable new route to Vogler. This time he 
was accompanied by Simone Badier (who, 
in the early ?O's, was one of the world 's 
leading female alpinists). Vent en Poupe, 
climbed on the 18th of August, is 300m and 
6c (6a obi) 

BREGAGLIA 
Piz Badile 
The sweeping slabs on the right side of the 
North-East Face offer a number of modern 
routes. These have been created by local 
Italian climbers, adept at climbing bold new 
lines in the Mello valley and are not repeated 
that often. Never/and, which had appeared 
to be the most reasonable of this collection, 
was climbed by Alan and Phil George. It was 
found to be undergraded and quite serious. 
Main belays relied on one, poorly-made bolt 
and very little else. Protection was well 
spaced, especially on the top slabs and 
much of the climbing took place on thin 
flakes, where the obvious holds tended to be 
rather dubious. Originally graded VI-, three 
or four pitches were found to be at least VI+ 
(British Sb). The exit is low on the North 
Ridge and descending from here takes a 
mere 20 minutes. It would seem wise to 
treat the gradings of other routes on this part 
of the face with a certain degree of 
circumspection! In contrast, a new route 
put up further left this summer used 125 
bolts: At the time of writing, technical details 
are lacking. 

DOLOMITES 
Marmolada 
Andy Cave and Paul Jenkinson made an 
almost-free ascent of the Fisch in two days 
during August. 3 aid and two rest points 
were (!lade on the 26 pitches below the 
second big terrace, where the party 
bivouaced. The line is not obvious and in 
order to make a completely aid less ascent. 
it is vital to know where the free version goes 
- information not possessed by the British 
partyatthetime. The climbing was sustained 
at French 7~ with some pitches of 7b and 
skyhooks proved very useful. Although easy, 
the exit chimneys were thought to be quite 
dangerous. 

Cima Grande 
Cave and Jenkinson free-climbed the classic 
Brandler-Hasse Route on the North Face. 
This gave 25 pitches of superb and often 
very exciting climbing at sustained E3/E4 
(British) with one pitch of ES. There was 
plenty of old (and dubious) gear in place 
with the occasional bolt-belay, enabling the 
party to complete the route in about 9 hours. 

Lindsay Griffin 
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BRITISH ISLES 

SCOTLAND 
A brief roundup of last years rock 
climbing season, which due to pretty 
poor weather can only be described as 
mediocre. Nevertheless there was still 
a fair amount of activity. 

In Glencoe another route was added 
to the Tunnel Wall of Creag a Bhancair 
which confirms that the rock can just 
about be climbed anywhere if you know 
it well and are bold enough. Up With 
The Sun, by Grant Farquhar and Gary 
Latter, starts next to Uncertain Emotions 
and, after joining Risk Business at the 
peg, follows this to the belay before 
launching off up the bold arete left of the 
crux of Gone With TheWindto belay on 
Carnivore. A second pitch climbs the 
steep wall left of the Villains Finish 
passing an in situ thread - E6/7 6b,6b. 
Earlier in the season Mike Owen paid a 
visit to the crag, onsighting Uncertain 
Emotions (F?b+). 15 minutes later he 
almost onsighted Fated Path (F?c+) , 
but having what would have been an 
impressive ascent was blown by a 
recalcitrant sling which he spent some 
20mins trying to clip on the crux ! 
Returning the next day Owen made 
shortwork of the route, redpointing it 
first go. He rates it as one of the finest 
wall climbs he's done. The neighbouring 
Admission (F?c) was onsighted by 
Murray Hamilton in fine style. Elsewhere 
in the Coe there have been some bits 
and pieces squeezed in before the new 
guide is finished. Rab and Chris 
Anderson added a number of routes 
amongst which were Anniversary Arete 
(E1 Sb), the prominentarete on Bishop's 
Buttress, West Top of Bidean; Eastern 
Promise (E1 5a,5b) on The Far Eastern 
Buttress of Aonach Dubh's East Face 
and further down the hillside on a small 
buttress up and right of The Terrace 
Face, Cross-OverWa/1 (E2 5b,5b). 
Guidebook co-writer Ken Crocket has 
also added some routes. Down on the 
Etive Slabs the Andersons added three 
routes to the slab on the right of the 
Coffinstone; from right to left these are: 
Seams Blank(E3 5a,5b,4c). Vein Rouge 
(E1 5a,5a,5a) and Rasberry Ripple (E2 
5a,5a). Full details of all routes in this 
area will beavailable in the new guide 
which should be available in the shops 
around late March. 

Not much activity Ben Nevis with 
only one route recorded. On Carn Dearg, 
Red Rag by Simon Richardson and 
Guy Muhlemann is a good, sustained 
eliminate ten pitch E2 Salb which links a 
line of grooves and corners between 
Torra and Centurion. 

Another guide being worked on is the 
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Highland Outcrops and in Glen Nevis 
the scope for new routes appears to be 
dwindling, or have people just become 
sick of the place? The only addition 
appears to be a route by Gary Latter on 
a wall just up left from The Gorge Wall , 
Carpe Diem (E5/6 6a). 

Rab Anderson 

LAKE DISTRICT 
Thirlmere 
On Raven Crag, Karl and Graham Telfer have 
cleaned off and developed the steep wall below 
and right of the main crag, which had often been 
inspected but ignored due to its curtain of 
moss. The 3 routes added so far are No Disgrace 
(E4 6a), which takes the left-hand arete, Time 
and A Word (E4/5 6b) climbs the central wall, 
finishing up a groove above the overhang and 
finally the black streak running up to the left of 
the overhang is Fragile (E3 6a). On the main 
crag, A. Parry and S. Coffey claimed Alone in 
Space which takes a diagonal line up the 
Necropolis wall, finishing up The Medlar at VS 
4b,5a,4c. 

The curious name of Mashed Potato Quarry 
was given to a very steep quarry close to 
Casterigg on the west side of St John's in the 
Vale. Paul Cornforth climbed Lemon Dixon (E5 
6c) up the centre of the leaning wall, it was 
quickly repeated with favourable comments by 
Dave Birkett. 

Ron Kenyon has been busy at Bramcragg 
Quarry, partnered by Gary Baum, Jill Irvine, 
Chris King, Al Davies and Trevor Price (Not all at 
once!) Headdedthefollowing routes: Baptismal 
Vows (E1 5b) takes the nose and groove ?m left 
of Marines Slab, Nappy Rash (HVS 5b) takes 
the wall left of this and Life Begins at 40 takes 
the groove left again at E1 5b. On the upper tier 
he climbed Bambino Bolero (MVS4b)and Take 
It Or Leave It (HVS 5b) up the buttress right of 
Coup D'Etat. Paul Figg has also added Captain 
Pugwash(HVS 5a) up the slab right of Marine 's 
Slab. 

Sandbed Ghyll has seen quite a revival in 
fortunes this year. Rob Matheson, making an 
enthusiastic comeback to climbing after an 
eight year exile, added Hit The Fan with lain 
Greenwood up the arete and impending wall 
between Pebble Dash and Stingray at E4 6a. 
Mike Lynch and John Eastham climbed Powder 
Monkey (E2 5c), a good pitch up the crack 
splitting the slab on the left of the crag, but they 
were late back home after climbing the rib and 
wall left of Child In Time at HVS 5a 4c, inspiring 
the name of Doghouse. 
Eastern Crags 
The best new discovery in this part of the Lakes 
since Raven Crag, Threshthwaite is Heirloom 
Crag, a steep cracked wall half a mile left of Dove 
Crag. Tony Green bank noticed its potential after 
a visit to Dove, and extolled its virtues to an 
attentive Paul Ross, but gave no clues to its 
location. Paul and his son Andy (on a visit from 
his home in the USA) took a walk and picked off 
the best lines, leaving littleforthosewhofollowed. 
At the right-hand end of the crag is a steep 
diagonal crack which was climbed by Mike 
Miller, Tony Peak and Elliot Blylock to give 
Josse F Boyas (E2 5c). Towards the centre of 
the crag are two large grooves: Rick Graham, 
Tony Greenbank and Bill Birkett climbed the 
right-hand one to produce Heirloom at HVS 5b 
(Tony's original project) and the left groove was 
climbed by Andy and Paul Ross at HVS 5a to 
give Relative Ease. To the left of the grooves is 
a steep wall split by some impressive cracks, 
guarded at its base by an overhang. The off
width on the right is Like Father Like Son, 
climbed by Andy and Paul , it is said to be similar 
but harder (E4 6a) than Post Mortem, Paul's 
classic off-width thrutch in Borrowdale. The 
two excellent thin cracks left of this are Family 
Affair (E3 5c) and Bloodline (E3 6a) and the left
hand arete of this wall is the exciting Genetic 
Edge (E3/4 6a), all these routes being a result 
of the Ross Partnership. Paul returned witl1 his 
new wife Mareaand added 3 more routes up the 
smaller wall to th.e left of Genetic Edge, Her 
lndoors(MS) takes the right-hand scoop, Tying 

Grant Farquhar on the first 
ascent of Up With The Sun 
(E6l7 6b,6b), Creag 
a 'Bhancair, Glen Coe. 
Photo: Gary Latter 
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Above: Paul Laugh/an making 
the second ascent of Salome 
(ES 5c), East Face of Aonach 
Dubh, Glencoe. 
Photo: Gordon Frazer. 
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the Knot(HVS Sa) climbs the fine central crack, 
and Under The Thumb (VS) follows the wide 
crack on the left. Paul returned again, this time 
with Pete Lockey, and added Reunion up the 
arete right of Heirloom at E1 Sb. 

On Dove Crag itself, there is a cave on the 
steep fellside just right of the North Buttress 
called the Priest's Hole, which is capped by a 
steep wall. Mike Miller climbed out of the left 
hand side of the cave to create Xoanan (E4 6b) 
a strenuous line with a fingery crux at the top, 
the first route on this overlooked area of rock. 
Pillar/Gable 
There has been a rush of routes to fill the gaps 
left on Kern Knotts Crag nowthatthe new guide 
has highlighted the spaces that remain. Al 
Phizrckleaand John Holden climbed the groove 
and arete right of El Vino lo give Tosspot at E2 
Sc, the slirn mossy niches to the right of Triffid 
Right Hand also produced an awkward E2 6a 
called The Young Shavers. The corner and wall 
right of Kern Knotts West Buttress gave a 
pleasant E1 Sb called West Buttress Eliminate, 
although any similarity to it's Cloggy namesake 
is purely coincidental! Steve and Kerrie Clegg, 
along with Ian Carr and Rod Valentine squeezed 
an eliminate in between Kem Knotts Crack and · 
Close to the Wind to give Pharos at E2 Sc. 

On the Napes, Phizacklea and Holden filled 
the gap up the slabs to the right of Eagle's Nest 
RidgeDirectto produce Aquiline Slabs atE1 Sb. 

Routes Destroyed at Hodge 
Close 

Down on Buckbarrow, Ian Turnbull , Jim 
Beverage, S Williams and A Norton climbed a 
direct line up the crack of Witch, pulling straight 
through the overhang at the top, calling it The 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (E4 6a). 
Borrowda le 
M. Lowerson and N. Steen have extensively 
developed the wall to the right of the gully of 
Walla Crag, the large broken crag one and a half 
miles south of Keswick. This crag has always 
acquired a reputation for looseness, but 
according to their reports the crag is fairly 
sound with rock similar to that on Falcon Crag. 
On the left of the crag isa roof capping a groove, 
Brutally Hansome (E2 Sc), Spruce the Bedworm 
Rides Again (E2 Sb), Shadow/ands (E2 Sb) and 
Sex Bomb Boogie (E3 Sc) all take lines on this 
area of the crag. The central steep wall contains 
some more fingery and committing lines, 
including Burning Bridges (E3 Sc), Serious 
Omission (E3 Sc) and Over the Top (E4 6a). On 
the right side of the crag is a large, arching 
overhang , High Anxiety (ES 6a) takes a serious 
line to the left-hand end of the roof, Way Out 
Yonder (E3 Sc) and On a Mission from God (E4 
6a) climb up below the overhang and Beyond 
Redemption (E2/3 Sc) takes a groove on the 
right. A girdle called Magical Mystery Tour was 
worked across the crag from left to right at E4 
Sa,Sb,6a,Sb. Steve Crowe and Bob Bennett 
were involved in a couple of those routes, this 
pair also climbed Miss O'Gynist (E2 Sc) which 
takes the crack right of Street Walkeron Chapel 
Side Crag in Watendlath. This brings me rather 
untidily to Reecastle Crag, which now boasts 
the hardest route in the Lake District - Paul 
Cornforth's desperate Bum at the Stake. This 
takes the bold, technical gap between Daylight 
Robberyand Penal Servitude, an oft tried line as 
they say, its reputation as the hardest was 
confirmed after a second ascent at E7 6c/7a (or 
French Ba) 

Phil Rigby and Alan Greig climbed directly up 
the Tumbleweed wall, a line taking in bits of 
Tumbleweed and Altered Images to give 
Ruptured Duck at E3 6a, which they give the 
outlandish claim that it "renders obsolete the 
other remaining lines on the crag!" 
Scalell 
Two routes were added to the walls of Scafell's 
Deep Ghyll Buttress last summer. Al Phizacklea 
and Paul Plowright climbed the slabs and 
overhanging headwall to the right of Upper 
Deep Ghyll Buttresstogive The Scarlet Pimpernel 
at E4 Sa, 6a. A superb crack line on the steep 
face between Xerxes and Gobsite gave Paul 
Ross, and Pete Lockey Swaosong (E2 Sc,Sb). 
Dow Crag Area 
Al Phizacklea climbed Adhara (E4 6a) which 
pulls into a hanging groove right of Sirius before 
climbing straight up 'Central Wall' , incorporating 
the direct finish to Sirius. His partner John 
Holden suggested a look at North Gully, 
described as "loose, dirty and oppressive" in 

the guidebook - true, the existing lines are on 
loose, dirty rock, but the walls in between are 
solid and clean - and lacing south they receive 
more sun than any other area of Dow! Three 
routes were added here, Acid House (E4 6b) 
climbs the wall and overhang left of the Quest, 
Gatecrasher (E2 Sc) takes a straight line through 
Pete'sPartyDirect,and High life (E2 Sb) climbs 
the crack coming out of the right-hand side of 
the huge overhangs capping the gully. 

The Coppermines Valley above Coniston is 
experiencing a revival of interest recently, with 
several good routes from HVS to E2 from 
Phizacklea, Andy Rowe, Jeff Wilkinson, and 
Martin Bagness. 

The more popular Hodge Close quarry was 
highlighted in the local papers recently with the 
headline, "Rave Caves at Hodge Close to be 
blown up! " This was the landowner's response 
to stop the increasing number of acid house 
parties being held there, which have upset the 
locals living at the cottages. On closer analysis 
it was not the archway at Hodge that is under 
threat, but a cave in a quarry to the right of 
Peatfield Quarry that was planned fordemolition, 
in an area that is unsuitable for climbing. 
However, the quarry operator, whose work 
permit allows only the removal of scree and 
spoil , took th is golden opportunityto blow apart 
the beautiful wall at Pealfield , laying waste all of 
John Daly's routes from 1987 including Crisis 
Point and Lucky Strike. 

Such an 'over the top' solution to what is a 
short term social fad is disturbing, as it 
demonstrates the lengths to which some large 
estate owners will go to prevent access to their 
land. All this in the centre of the National Park 
too -despite strong protests from the BMC and 
the park governing bodies. Meanwhile the parties 
go on .. 

Back to the quarry, where the steep wall left 
of Dan Dare was climbed by Al Phizacklea, Andy 
Rowell and John Holden to give Mirror Image 
, which went at E4 6b with a point of aid on the 
fifth bolt. 

In Parrock Quarry, John Daly and Keith 
Phizacklea added Banana Slide (E1 Sb) up a 
groove just left of the Slobs area. The wide 
offwidth crack formed by a large flake on the 
extreme left-hand end of this wall has been 
clim_bed by M FranceandJ Evans at E3 Seto give 
Jim of Shadows, they report that the car jack 
used to protect the crux offwidth has been left 
in situ! At the upper end of Parrock, John 
Adams and Bill Birkett teamed up to produce 
Wall and Slab (ES 6b) which climbs boldly 
above a cave to the left of the Master Blaster area 
and The Groove, a fearsome looking flared 
chimney to the right at E4 6a. Bill and John 
claimed two further routes in the Celica Groove/ 
Master Blaster area, but when the embarrassing 
truth dawned, illumed out that they had actually 
retro-bolted Cup and Lip and Hotter than July 
by mistake! " 
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In the Duddon Valley, Stuart Wood and Andy, 
Rowell added Sellafield Shuffle (E3 6a) up the 
rounded rib right of Out Of The Game, it seems 
that the single RP2 runner was well tested in the 
process. Al PhizackleaandJohn Holden climbed 
Trisection (E1 Sb) up the wall right of the cave 
on Lower Great Blake Rigg , and then girdled Far 
Hill Crag from right to left at E4 6a. 
Limestone 
Down at Humphrey Head, work has been 
progressing to replace the old belay bolts with 
resin bonded pins, and in the process several 
routes have beenaddedtothecrag. Rick Graham 
and Ted Rogers climbed Pork Pie (E2 Sc) and 
Stymen (E3 Sc) up the walls on the right and left 
of the old route Noda, and Ken Forsythe led 
Humphrey Bogart which takes the steep wall on 
the right of these at E4 6b. The archway formed 
by the Blowhole further down the cliff provided 
Andy Hyslop with a route up the back wall called 
Slightly Shoddy at E2 6b. Andy's old aid route 
Back To The Future, which was a pet project to 
free climb, finally fell to Rob Knight, who called 
his free version, No Dope, No Hope (ES 6b) 

Finally to Chapel Head, where Dave Birkett 
has climbed the start of Android without resorting 
to the tree for progress at E6 6c, giving it the 
prophetic name, For When The Tree Falls. He 
also climbed Unrighteous Doctors (E6 6c) 
which takes the steep wall just left of the yew 
tree to join the final section of Super Duper 
Dupont. Paul Cornforth added Gu/bot Kalhagna 
to the wall left of Electric Warrior at ES 6c. The 
wall right of The Route of all Evil was climbed 
by Jim Bird to give Eraser Head (ES 6b) then 
Andy Hyslop established Mid Air Collision , a 
line which crosses Cyborg to finish up Flight 
Path at ES 6b, before squeezing in a direct route 
to the right of Mangoustine at the same grade 
called En Plus. 

Al Phizacklea 

YORKSHIRE 
The Gordale revival reported in Mountain 
141 has continued and led to a number 
of important and spectacular routes. 
Perhaps pride of place ought to go to 
Nick Conway's Way Free (F8b) and (ES 
6c) which takes a line up the magnificent 
wall left of Supercoo/atGoredale. Oliver 
Wright inadvertantly continued this years 
Yorkshire trend when he quickly 
ascended Mick Lovatt's uncompleted 
project underneath the first belay of 
Hangman (ES ?a). Another short but 
most unusual and atmospheric route 
was climbed by Steve Rhodes as he 
climbed out across the roof of the 
waterfall hole Green Lipped Mussels 

(F?c) The other side of the waterfall 
Tony Burnell climbed the obvious space 
left of Revel in Your Time to produce The 

Water Margin (F?b ). The combination of 
Mark Radtke and Mick Ryan also free
climbed (on sight) the whole of the first 
pitch of King Rat at ES 6a and prepared 
the second pitch. After climbing with 
Radtke, Ryan announced that he will no 
longer place bolts where natural 
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protection wi 11 suffice -a brave statement. 
Kilnsey has seen little activity apart 

from Tony Mitchell 's notable repeat of 
Mandella and Solidarity (F?c) - a line 
right of China Crisis by Andy Moss. 
Malham (recently described in the 
Spanish magazine Extremas the British 
Verdon) has similarly been quiet apart 
from Pete Gomersall's line above 
Consenting Adults - Thriller (F?c) and 
Paul Clarke's traditional route on the 
Right Wing underneath the Kirby Wall 
traverse Clapperclaw (E4 6c). 

Gritstone has seen one or two 
interesting pickings. Martin Wood 
employed An abstract Attitude to ascend 
the wall left of Desert Island Arete at ES 
6b, John Paul Hatham climbed 
Retribution Rib Direct at Almscliff (E4 
Sc) and Dave Musgrove climbed 
Dragons/ayer (ES 6b) at Eavestones. 

At long last one of Yorkshire 's crag 
X's has been revealed. Kidson Force 
near Kelci in Swaledale has been visited 
by Tony Burnell and Chris Sowden 
amongst others. Perhaps the best route 
is Burnell's Keld in Action (F?b+) which 
takes a crack system and hanging 
groove in the centre of the crag (see 
photo). Chris Sowden used the same 
start to move left into a hanging crack -
also F?b+ and climbed the wall about 
twenty feet right at the same grade. The 
easier wall at the left end of the crag 
provides two routes at F6b and it 
rumoured that the sparingly bolted line 
towards the right side of the crag is the 
work of Yorkshire's climbing colossus 
John Dunne before his retirement, injury 
and successful comeback. The crag is 
about 20m high and offers much 
potential for those with an unlimited 
supply of bolts, glue and rock-proof 
umbrellas. Enjoy. 

As we go to press, news comes in of 
an intersting new line at Kilnsey. Steve 

Roberts put up Myra Hindley (F?c) -
[ nice name Steve, heard the tapes yet?] 

- above the start of Little Ernie. Roberts 
bolted the start of Little Ernie having first 
obtained permission from the first 
ascentionist Pete Gomersall. This 
introduces a novel concept of crag/ 
route ownership 1 I am therefore offering 
some of the remaining unbolted routes 
here at reasonable prices. 

Martin Berzins 

Above: Steve Rhodes on 
Kleptomania (FBa+), 
Hollywood Bowl, Gigg!eswick 
Below: Steve Rhodes ' new 
route Green Lipped Mussels 
(F7c), at Gordale. 
Photos: Martin Berzins. 
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Pioneers in the 
Caucasus 
Highlight of the Alpine Club's recent symposium on the Caucasus 
mountains was an account by Robin Hodgkin of a new route on 
Ushba back in 1937. Four young men (Photo: left to right: 
Hodgkin, Bob Beaumont, John Jenkins and Michael Taylor), 'three 
pinko-pacifist Quakers and Beaumont, a splendid old-world 
scholar-patriot' were the first British party to visit the Central 
Caucasus since Harold Raeburn's pre-Revolution expedition in 
1914. With accomplished guilelessness Hodgkin recreated the air 
of innocence and excitement, and sheer toughness of those days 
when, fit but hungry, they gradually bartered away their ropes and 
sweaters for fresh food. Not that there was much to trade ('I think 
I had seen a karabiner'); beyond a natural chockstone and a few 
slings they were puritanically romantic climbing aids. 'Had we the 
runners and ice screws of the late fifties,' Hodgkin reflected, 'we 
would have been climbing with much less risk. Bob Beaumont 
would not have died on the Black Ladders (Ysgallion Du) the 
following year, nor John Jenkins on the Brenva ten years later. Our 
unprotected run-outs with that delicious, wayward hempen rope, 
were sometimes very long indeed.' In the course of the same 
expedition Jenkins and Taylor also put up a fine new route on the 
north face of Tetnuld. 

Below: Charlie Clarke (left) receives his award from Minister of Sport Robert 
Atkins. Photo: Ed Douglas. 
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Hankinson Takes Portico 
Prize for Coleridge Study 
The Portico Prize is often referred to as the 
'Northern Booker', although it does not concern 
itself solely with works of fiction. It is given 
annually for the year's best book of general 
interest and literary merit set in the North West 
of England. Previous winners have included 
Anthony Burgess, Bill Naughton and John 
Stalker; this year the £1 ,500 prize went to 
Keswick climbing historian and mountain guide, 
Alan Hankinson, for his Coleridge Walks the 
Fells (published by Ellenbank Press). 

When researching for an earlier book on 
the Lake District, The First Tigers, Hankinson 
discovered thatthe poet Coleridge was not only 
one of the 'inventors' of fell-walking at the turn 
of the nineteenth century, but that to hirn also 
goes the credit of the first recorded English rock 
climb. In a thunderstorm during the course of 
a nine-day walking tour of the Lake District in 
1802, the plump poetmadeadescentof ScaFell 
by way of Broad Stand, a route still rated as a 
rock climb today, albeit one of only 'moderate' 
difficulty. It is posterity's good fortune that 
Coleridge described his adventure in some 
detail in long letters to his secret love, Sara 
Hutchinson. 

Fascinated by man and deed, Hankinson 
decided to retrace the 100 or so miles of what 
Coleridge called his 'circumcursion ', and this 
latest book is the felicitous product of what for 
him became a threefold journey. He recreates 
the Lakes and the Lake Society of Coleridge's 
day, views with a fond but unsentimental eye 
the fells as they are today, and between the two 
traces the changes for good and ill as the district 
has been swept by waves of incomers since the 
Industrial Revolution. Tourists still flock every 

Good 
Medicine 
Charlie Clarke's contribution to the 
understanding of medical problems in the 
mountains is well-known and appreciated 
by our happy brother and sisterhood, but 
his work received a public 
acknowledgement in December when he 
became the first recipient of the new 
Robert Atkins Award from the Institute 
of Sports Medicine. The award, named 
after the Minister for Sport and presented 

Alan Hankinson. Photo: Derek Smith 

summer, and one of their characteristics least 
disturbing of the environment is an appetite for 
'Lakes interest' books. Walking guides, 
collections of local lore and legend, studies of 
the Lakeland poets have appeared in their 
thousands, yet Hankinson has contrived of 
such well-trodden material a work of surprising 
and satisfying freshness. We feel with him the 
rain dribbling into his boots, taste the black 
pudding of hearty fireside break1asts; with 
Coleridge we swell and tremble under prophetic 
exultation (O! what a look down just under my 
Feet! The frightfullest Cove that might ever be 
seen, huge perpendicular Precipices ... ), and we 
are informed and entertained by almost every 
other poet and enquirerto foot those lovely fells. 
Hankinson has an easy, gossipy style that 
cunningly lightens solid scholarship. This is a 
book to delight, both as a rounded study and 
narrative read, and for years afterwards as a 
pleasurable dip. 

by him at a ceremony at Burlington House 
in Piccadilly OIJ December 11th, carries a 
cash prize. 

· Readers of The Times may know of 
the rivalry between the ISM and other 
sports medicine organisations, but it is the 
recognition of a worthy winner that interests 
Mountain 

Educated at Cambridge and Guy's, 
Charlie has been consultant neurologist at 
St Bartholomew's in London since 1979 
and became clinical director of 
neurosurgery there last year. He began 
climbing while at Rugby School and 
organised expeditions to Kishtwar in the 
late sixties while still a student This hign 
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Willy-Wavers 
Of The World 
Unite! 

"If men had babies," opined Gill Kent , 

publisher and mother of two , "we would 

have symposia about it. " I am not certain 

that Plas y Brenin has reconstructed 

itself into the post-feminist era quite yet , 

but the Karrimor Adventure Symposium, 

held there in late November, did provide 

the timely opportunity to reflect upon 

the state of pushing the boat out in the 

final years of the twentieth century. 

Perhaps by the end of the twenty-first 

we, or rather our great-grandchildren , 

will be attending symposia on male child

birth , and Gill will be proved correct. 

There is little for British climbers to 

do in November, except wave their 

willies. This accusatory phrase has 

nothing to do with me, but originates 

from Jim Perrin , just one of the many 

excellent speakers at this highly 

successful , but exhausting event. He, 

however, was the only one to ask the 

audience some rather awkward but 

necessary questions. Like what were 

they doing there . "I am tempted to 

speculate on your motives," he said. "Is 

your presence here self 

aggrandisement by association: 'By 

being here I proclaim myself a daring 

adventurer - size 12 boots, big hands, 

long black beard , absolutely proficient 

in the ancient male art of willy-waving '?" 

As someone who once suffered the 

agony of frost-nip in that area during the 

1985 Canadian Ski Marathon, I can 

confirm that willy-waving does not 

altitude medical apprenticeship led to his 

joining Chris Bon ington's Everest 

expedition in 1975 where he carried out 

important research work. He went to 

Kongur in 1981 on the joint scientific and 

mountaineering expedition led by 

Bonington and Dr Michael Ward, and 

returned to Everest on the tragic 1982 NE 
Ridge expedition. 

He was one of the founding members 

of the UIAA Medical Commission in 1981 

and a year later he started the UIAA 

Mountain Medicine Centre at Bart's. The 

centre provides an invaluable seNice 

handling over a thousand enquiries a year 

and publishing information on altitude 
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Edited by Audrey Salkeld and Ed Douglas 

suNive first contact with real adventure. 

Indeed, machismo is on the wane in 

Britain , I feel sure , just as it has been in 

other, more enlightened parts of the 

world . Adventure , however, is also 

suffering a decline. Perri n's lecture was 

entitled Eating Bear Meat, an allusion to 

Primo Levi 's The Periodic Table. Bear 

meat is characterised by a flavour that 

is 'strong and free ' and requires a 

willingness to contemplate ultimate 

failure before it can be seNed up. 

Other diners at Plas y Brenin 

included the epicurean Mick Fowler, 
the voracious Doug Scott , Victor 

Saunders, Andy Fanshawe, Stephen 

Venables , Pat Littlejohn , Simon 

Yates, John Barry (who probably has 

his bear meat on toast with tomato 

ketchup), Roger Mear, Martyn Farr, 

Jeff Lowe and Catherine Destiville. 

Quite a dinner party, and the hosts 

certainly know what constitutes female 

interest. On leaving the hall after Scott's 

excellent commentary on his eating 

habits, I was overwhelmed by a fibre

piled stampede, desperate to get to the 

front for the next course, seNed up by 

you-know-who . 

Destiville 's new route on the Dru 

this year was covered by everything 

and everyone from all over the world. 

She appeared on the covers of many 

climbing magazines and inside those of 

a wide variety of titles including E//eand 

Hello. She is a media miracle ; beautiful , 

adventurous, modest and French. Hello, 

which has been termed the finest 

satirical magazine in Britain because it 

so consistently makes the rich and 

famous look inexpressibly stupid, wrote 

a typically gushing piece that had the 

poor woman scaling vertical cliffs with 

'bare hands and crampons ' . 

Unsurprisingly, Catherine takes a fairly 

dim view of journalists. 

related illnesses. In the late eighties he 

was instrumental in establishing the more 

broadly based International Society of 

Mountain Medicine. 

Charlie's research and 

comprehensible explanations have been 

invaluable. "I felt my principal targets," he 

says, "should be to translate clinical 

obeNation into information which was of 

practical value to my mountaineering 

coleagues." The award is given to a doctor 

"who has provided ... the most consistently 

valuable medical seNice to a national 

sporting organisation or sport in general," 

but Charlie adds that "the nice thing is that 

climbing has been remembered" 

The point is that adventurers are 

becoming accepted by society, with the 

proviso that uncomfortable aspects , like 

the chance of dying for instance, are 

quietly dropped. And we seem to be 

assisting at this burial. Fortunately, as 

was evinced at Plas y Brenin , there are 

enough dissidents around to challenge 

the sanitisation of society. I understand 

that the symposium will be repeated 

next year. If you can avoid any latent 

tendency to willy-wave , check it out. 

And if you go down to the woods today, 

take a knife and fork. 
Jim Perrin- bears all? 
Photo: Ed Douglas 

AAC '91 Seattle: 
Insurance, Awards, New 
President 

The American Alpine Club's 89th Annual Meeting got underway in Seattle , Dec 

6, with the weekend being a tribute to the 50th anniversary of the formation of 

the 10th Mountain Division, the first units of which were set up close by at Fort 

Lewis, WA on Nov 15 1941 . The 10th Mountain Division are of historical 

importance to mountaineers because much of the climbing and skiing equipment 

and techniques developed by the soldiers later became standard issue for 

mountaineers. Two special programmes on the history of the 10th were 

presented by Robert Bates and Earl Clark highlighting the American Alpine 

Club 's annual dinner, Dec 8. 

Incoming AAC President Jed Williamson (left) with Ad Carter. Photo: Bums. 

New AAC President 

Glenn Porzak announced that his three-year stint as President had expired and 

that the club 's new President would be Jed Williamson. Jed is Executive 

Director of the US Biathalon Association and has been editor of Accidents In 

North American Mountaineering as well as Chairman of the Safety Committee 

since 1974. 

"I want to t ry to bring more climbers into the AAC," Williamson said . "And t ry 

to get across that the reason for joining clubs like this is both to benefit the 

individual and the mountain environment through club programmes: 

preservation , conservati6n, things like that. " 

Williamson wanted to stress that a climber's attitude should be less of: what 

you can do for me, rather than what can I do for the mountains. 

At 52, Williamson has been climbing since 1958, and guiding on-and-off for 
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Exum Mountain Guide Service since 1963. 
He took part in several expeditions, 
including Everest, Peak Lenin , and Minya 
Konka. Last year he won the Heilprin 
Award for service to the Club. 

Also , long-time AAC member Bill 
Putnam ended his term as Treasurer 
after an eternity (15 years) at the post 
with a colourful presentation on the history 
of the keepers of the purse. He's 
succeeded by Theodore 'Sam' Streibert. 
Putnam 's new book, Green Cognac, on 
the history of 10th Mountain Division 
was officially released at the Seattle 
meeting. 
AAC Clubhouse to Move 
And , after 43 years of operation in New 
York, the AAC clubhouse will be sold with 
a new location for a clubhouse sought in 
either Colorado or Utah. Several reasons 
for the move were cited , notably the desire 
for a more central geographical location, 
more space (land in New York costs 
bundles) , and the idea that the clubhouse's 
location may add to the membership 
drive by having it near a 'climber centre '. 
Certainly Salt Lake City and Denver come 
to mind. 
Insurance Policy - Mixed Reception 
The big news of the day, however, was 
the recent establishment of an insurance 
policy that automatically covers AAC 
members while they are hiking, 
scrambling and climbing. All members of 
the AAC are automatically covered by the 
policy; no additional sign up is required. 
There is a base coverage for members, as 
well as several additional coverage options 
for domestic and overseas climbing trips. 
Also, the coverage includes repatriation 
costs up to $2,500. 

Unfortunately, the policy, through AIG 
Life Insurance Company, does not include 
solo climbs, injuries incurred while on a 
residential or commercial site, or coverage 
during transportation to and from a climb. 

Mike Browning, an AAC board member 
who worked closely with AIG agent Carl 
Weil in writing the policy, warned club 
members that the new coverage doesn't 
mean call the choppers out if you get 
cold. 

"If we use it, we're going to lose it," 
Browning said , "But it is there for serious 
accidents". 

"Helicopter rescues are pretty common 
in Chamonix," he added. "It's not that 
way over here yet. If you get yourself into 
trouble, you get yourself out. We 've always 
had that kind of tradition ." 

The news of the new insurance has 
already prompted a great deal of 
discussion and interest and many club 
members are predicting a rise in AAC 
membership. And , possibly , new 
problems in maintaining the new 
insurance policy. 

One critic who asked to remain 

Whatever the case , the plan offers 
members basic insurance as well as 
coverage on a per trip basis for an extra 
fee , and Weil (303) 621-2183 has 
apparently arranged special policies for 
guides and outfitters. 
Leigh Ortenburger 
On a sadder note, it was announced that 
Leigh Ortenburger died on October 20 in 
a fire that ravaged the Oakland-Berkeley 
Hills last fall. 

Ortenburger grew up in Oklahoma, and 
attended the University of Oklahoma. After 
graduating , he earned a Master's at 
Berkeley, then a Master's at Stanford. He 
was a mathematician with GTE. 

"He really was one of the pioneer 
American climbers," said Williamson. 
"and was well regarded by all of us in the 
Tetons." 

"He was on Makalu in 1961 ," Williamson 
added . "He would have made that ascent 
if he and his team hadn 't abandoned their 
effort to engage in a full-on mountain 
rescue." 

One ofthe cabins atthe Teton Climber's 
Ranch has been named in honour of 
Ortenburger and there are plans for a 
memorial to be added. 
Awards 
This year, club members saw the creation 
of a new award , named in honour of 
America's foremost environmentalist, 
David Brower. Brower was actually a 
guest of honour and watched keenly while 
the new 'David Brower Award for 
Conservation' was bestowed upon Bob 
McConnell for his leadership of a clean
up expedition to Everest in July-August 
1990. 

The Everest Environmental Expedition, 
a small team of seven , supported by two 
treks of 15 and 25 Tibetans, worked in the 
Rongbuk area, hauling out about two 
tons of trash to a landfill constructed 
especially for the purpose near Shegar. 

"They went for the sole purpose of 
cleaning the mountain. " noted Porzak. 
"They donated five big trucks and initiated 
a trash hauling system with the Tibetans. " 

Part of the post-expedition 's work 
included the completion of a 60-page 
report that McConnell calls, "A cookbook 
for environmentally sound expeditions." 
Copies of the report are available from 
McConnell at 3770 Wind Dance Lane, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 80906. 

In 1992 McConnell plans to go back, 
with the focus once again being the 
Rongbuk Glacier. Anyone who 's 
interested in the expedition can contact 
McConnell (719) 578 9061 . 

The Angelo Heilprin Award , for service 
to the club went the Phil Herard , chairman 
of the New York section , while the Robert 
and Miriam Underhill Awards for 
mountaineering achievement went to 
Yosemite local Peter Croll and Seattle 's 

anonymous, commented: "There's no way Kitty Calhoun-Grissom. 
this is going to last! " Calhoun-Grissom is renowned in the 
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PEOPLE! 

Above: Yevgeni Gippenreiter (USSR) (left), Vice President of the ISSM, makes a 
point to Armando Menocal (USA) , President of the Access Fund. Gippenreiter, who 
has trained cosmonauts in his time, expressed his admiration for the attitude of 
wartime Kamekaze pilots! Below Left: John Harlin, Editor of Summit. 
Below Right: Barry Blanchard, Vice President Canadian Himalayan Foundation. 

American mountaineering communityfor 
her many successful ascents throughout 
the world. She first began climbing in her 
home state of North Carolina, at places 
like Table Rock, Looking Glass and Stone 
Mountain. She made numerous winter 
trips to the Colorado/Wyoming Rockies 
earning three years worth of alpine 
experience. In 1985 Calhoun-Grissom 
made an ascent of the Cassin Route on 
Denali , followed by the South Face of 
Chacarajuin South America in 1986. Also, 
in '86 she climbed Thelay-Sagar, her first 
trip to the Himalaya. In 1987, at the ripe 
old age of 27, Calhoun Grissom led a 
small lightweight (and) successful 
expedition to Dhaulagiri , and just last 
year climbed Makalu. 

Calhoun-Grissom has been an AAI 
(American Alpine Institute) guide for 
seven years, and has climbed many 

of different to personal climbing ." 
Recently she went back to school , to 

the University of Washington in Seattle, 
where she's a student on the MBA 
programme. 

"It's pretty wild because it's not what 
I'm used to," she noted . "The toughest 
part is keeping everything in perspective." 

Though Calhoun-Grissom claims she 's 
"not in it (the MBA programme) for the 
money," she said that she 's planning to 
climb 'something big' when she gets out 
.. . and we all know that takes money! 

Also an excellent selection of lecture/ 
slide shows were given by Mark Wilford , 
Peter Croll, Larry Kemp , Jim Donnini , 
Christian Griffith, Alan Kearney and Paul 
Piana. Club Past President Glenn Porzak 
summarised the event: "I thought it was 
a good mix of old and new. " 
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6000m peaks. She adds: "But that's kind Cameron M. Burns 

Mountain 143 



Clockwise from Top Left: Pat Morrow and Ed Webster, Dario Rodriguez - Editor of Oesnivel, John Thackray - American Alpine Journal, Chris Jones - co-organiser along 
with Allen Steck, Kitty Calhoun-Grissom of Makalu and Dhaulagiri, Jon Waterman and Centre: David Brower - former Exec. Director of the Sierra Club and Founder of 
Friends of The Earth. Below Right: Galen Rowell doing what he does best. All Photos: Bernard Newman. 

AVVENTURA 2000 
FLORENCE ITALY 
16-19 November 1991 

The sub-title on the invitation to go to 
Italy for the 2nd International 
Conference - Avventura 2000 was 
somewhat enigmatic: North America 
and Elsewhere. I qualified under 
elsewhere. I looked at the guest list, it 
read like the Who's Who of North 
American climbing with some heavies 

Jan/Feb 1992 

from Europe thrown in - I was on my 
way. 

The conference was organised by 
the tireless Miri Ercolani, herself a retired 
doctor and now President of Cl SP EGA 
( Centro lnternazionale di Sudi Politici e 
Giuridici dell'Ambiente) and held at the 
Casa Machiavelli (yes he) about 15 

miles outside Florence. The theme was 
Adventure in the Mountains in all its 
guises: past, present, future;the impact 
of climbers and adventurers on the 
wilderness areas and their indigenous 
peoples and cultures. Problems : 
generalities - the ethics of tourism, 
specifics -bolts in Colorado, garbage in 
the Khurnbu. Consequences: 
destruction of the wild places, the 
replacement of ancient cultures with 
consumerism. Motives and motivation. 

We were all of a like mind, there 
were no young terrorists. ButAvventura 
2000 was mostly about meeting new 
people and mutual reinforcement of 
ideals: try not to screw up the World, 
leave something good for those who 
come after. 
Bernard Newman 
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Photography by 
Greg Epperson. 

In July 1991, Peter Croft and Dave Schultz made the fastest ascent to date of The Nose on El 

Capitan: 4hrs 48mi ns 1 Osecs. Last year they were the first party to climb the Sala the Wall and The 

Nose in one single day. But here, Croft tells our man Cameron Burns that chasing after 

minutes, seconds and grades is not what climbing's all about. 
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Burns: Why do you go climbing? What's 
your motivation? 

Croft: I don't think there really a concrete 
definition of motivation. It's just fun. Sometimes 
I've woken up hours before dawn and I just 
have to go climbing - and I'll go out and climb all 
day long. What's most important to me is the 
really big day when I can't help but go out 

climbing. On a big soloing day, I often find 
myself trying not to run up to the base of the 
cliff, but then I'll just take off running up to the 
base of the cliff. I remember reading in Herman 
Buhl's book, Nanga Parbat Pilgrimage about 
how he was driven to do stuff and he didn 't 
really know why. I don't have concrete goals in 
that if I do such and such then I'll be able to 
climb Everest or if I do this and this and this , 
then I'll be able to climb 5.14. The things I'm 
most pleased with are days when I've really 
pushed hard and seen how far I can go. 

It's more of a feeling? 

Yeah , but a really strong feeling. The idea of 
adventure is head and shoulders above all other 
reasons in my climbing. Danger and adventure 
aren't necessarily the same thing. I guess there 
can be potential for danger - I don't want to play 
the game so that I feel like some kind of sleek 
athlete who has everything under control. The 

towards me. He fell over 50 ft and landed on 
me. On a route that length, the chances of this 
happening must be a million to one. I was 
screwed up for quite a while after that. I was 
bleeding all the way down. The descent took 
hours. After that I couldn 't climb steep rock for 
quite a while, and I couldn 't sleep on my left 
side for about five years. My shoulder was really 
messed up and I had to have a lot of 
physiotherapy. 

When did you start soloing? 

Actually my first real soloing was done in 
Britain. I had read a book called Hard Rock 
which contained a whole bunch of classic rock 
climbs in Britain. Not the very hardest, but some 
that Joe Brown and Don Whillans had done, 
and I was totally captivated by the idea of doing 
as many of these as I could. I'd read the stories 
about them 20 or 30 times. I was really psyched 
on the folklore and history of the climbing over 

"Climbing doesn't have to be a total bummer because 
there are some assholes out there. The bottom line is 
that climbing is still great." 

things that I've had the most "serious" fun on , 
were where you had to concentrate and keep 
your head together. That's really good fun. It's a 
total fun thing. 

Let's talk about Zombie Roof. Was that the 
first major climb you received recognition 
for? 

I didn't really consider Zombie to be a big deal. 
A lot of people, including me, had tried it a 
bunch of times. Earlier that season, 1983 or 
thereabouts , I'd done University Wall, and to me 
that was a way bigger thing. I thought, "Oh man, 
if I could ever free climb that, it would be the 
ultimate." And as far as climbing at Squamish 
goes, it was the ultimate for me. So after that 
there was nothing really to shoot for. 

When did you first visit Yosemite? 

Probably 1979, I'm not really sure. We did a 
whole lot of short routes. I didn't even consider 
doing any long climbs. They were way too 
intimidating. The one big climb I did , as far as a 
I remember, was Royal Arches. There was 
another party on the route and we passed them. 

Then we got off route and they passed us and 
we didn't know they were above us. As they 
were traversing an unprotected 5.4 slab above 
us, the guy who was seconding fell off. I had 
just done this really scary pitch and was well 
belayed because I was pretty sure that my 
partner might fall off. Then I heard this tinkling 
of gear and I looked up and the guy was 
silhouetted against the sky, in mid-air, flying 

there, and so I was able to do quite a few 
routes. It wasn 't a major achievement so to 
speak, they weren't really hard, but it made a 
huge impression on me to do something really 
classic. I think that was when I first started 
soloing, That was in 1982 perhaps. 

What were your first "big.ones" in Yosemite? 

After returning from Britain I went to the 
Bugaboos and soloed a series of big routes 
there . That Fall I went to Yosemite and soloed 
the Steck-Sala/he on Sentinel, and the 
Northeast Buttress on Higher Cathedral. That 
year was actually really good because before 
that I hadn't really done much on-sight soloing. 
At that time I came to realise this kind of 
climbing meant a lot to me. 

Have you ever fallen while soloing? 

No. 

In 1990 you and Dave Schultz did the 
Rostrum (V,5.11 ), The West Face of El Cap 
(VI, 5. 11 ), Crucifix (IV, 5. 12) and most of 
Astroman (V, 5. 11) in a day. Would that be an 
easy day for you guys now? 

No. Last year we were probably in better shape 
that we are this year. This spring Dave wasn't 
really doing that much in the way of long routes. 
I was starting to get in shape for them, then I 
got sick for about 5 weeks. I think if we had just 
tried The Nose last year we could have done it 
a lot faster than we did this year. 

What other linkups did you like? 

The same year we did The Nose and Half 
Dome, I soloed the Steck-Sala/he, North 
Buttress on Middle Cathedral , Northeast 
Buttress on Higher Cathedral, Royal Arches, the 
Regular Route on North Dome and the 
Arrowhead Arete. And to me that was a failure. 
I'd wanted to do Snake Dike after that, but I 
didn 't have a headlamp. There was a lot more 
climbing elevation-wise than Half Dome and 
The Nose. I think about 15,000 feet. 

Do you train? 
; 

Yeah .. I go down to the Cookie or the Rostrum 
and do some laps. I also go to the gym, but the 
stuff I do in the gym is just for overall training . I 
don 't really do much in the way of hangs or pull-
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ups or anything. What was your time for the Salathe? 

What do you think of climbing competitions? A little over 10 hours. I think Hans Florine and 
Andy Puhvel did it faster this spring. 

I think that for people who are whole heartedly 
into them and have a good time , even if they 
lose, they're great. For myself, I find them really 
dull. I went to one in Australia, my wife was in it, 
and my friend Andy was in it and I went to see 
them. The competition as a whole was horrific 
to be at. It was like being in the waiting room at 
the dentist. I think I would 've preferred that to 
being at the competition. It was the dullest. 
You'd just see everyone getting up to the 25 
foot mark and falling off. I feel really sorry for 
them because they can never go to Yosemite or 
Australia because they think they 'll get out of 
shape for a competition, and really , the best 
they can hope for is to come in 52nd or 
something. Then they get really upset if they 
lose. They get so hurt. But in climbing 
nowadays, competitions are one way that you 
can be honest. They don 't say that you 're the 
best climber ever, but on that day, in that crowd 
you are the best, and that's really honest. And 
the potential for dishonesty, particularly on big 
climbs, is certainly there. In climbing 
competitions it's just all laid out. You either do 
well or you don't. That's what I think is one of 
the worst things in climbing : the dishonesty. And 
there is a lot. And you can 't just say : "Oh, I don't 
really care what other people do; I'm just into 
my own climbing. " Everybody is affected. But 
you should just make sure what you do has a 
good effect on climbing. Climbing doesn't have 
to be a total bummer because there are some 
assholes out there. The bottom line is that 
climbing is still great. 

Have you ever taken part in a climbing 
competition - even an informal bouldering 
competition? 

No. 

Do you see speed climbing a form of 
competition? 

Have you ever considered trying a free 
ascent of the Salathe? 

No. It has a lot of flaring grooves. It doesn't 
seem like it would be that much fun . Both Dave 
and I don't really care for the Salathe. 

Why does Dave Schultz seem to get less 
attention than you? Do you think he gets 
passed over by the climbing media because 
has done some bolt-on routes and some 
sport routes.? 

I think the people who become climbing stars 
these days are totally devoted to one area of 
climbing . If someone does a 5.13d, then that's 
what counts . Not the fact that a guy can climb 
5.13b and has done six speed ascents of El 
Cap as well. People just want to look at the 
number. That's it. The number is the bottom 
line. Dave is one of the best climber's I've ever 
met. He has incredible boldness. I'm sure the 
very boldest long free routes in the country are 
his . 

Like his routes on Half Dome? 

He's told me that he's done pitches up there 
that are way bolder than the Bachar-Yerian. No 
one's repeated them so no one knows. No 
one's come back with horror stories. 

You on-sighted Van Belladrome (5.13c) in 
spring last year, yet credit for the hardest 
American on-sight usually goes to Jim Karn 
for Highwater (5.13c) at American Fork. Does 
that bother you? 

No. For me, the things I'm most pleased about 
aren't the hardest flashes I've done. Mostly 
when I do the really hard flashes, I really like the 
look of the route. It's not because I think, "Oh 

"Bachar really impresses me . .. he pissed a bunch of 
people off but he totally stood his ground .. considering 
the pressures he is under, with people who don't even 
know him calling him an asshole, its pretty impressive 
the way he handles himself" 

I'm sure it can be. They do have speed climbing 
competitions. A lot of people tell me that I'm 
being competitive by going to El Cap and trying 
to climb it really fast. We were trying to do 
something totally different from, say, Hans 
Florine and Andy Puhvel. They were trying to do 
The Nose as fast as they could . (In 1990) Dave 
and I were trying to do The Nose ancJ the 
Salathe in a day. Finally we did both of them 
together and everyone was trying to tell us, 
"That's great, you beat their time," but that 
wasn't what we were after at all. Sure, it could 
be competitive. I think most climbers get 
competitive urges. This year everyone was 
asking, "When are you going to go up and beat 
their record on The Nose?" When we did The 
Nose in July, I was finally starting to get back 
into shape. Everyone was making it out to be 
this big competitive thing but we were just trying 
to get back in shape for some more big projects. 
It just happened that we did The Nose fastest, 
but that was a little kick. It wasn't the goal at all. 
The competitive thing has been way 
overplayed. Ninety-nine percent of the 
competition is with myself. 
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this looks really hard. Wouldn 't my friends be 
impressed if I could flash this." It's something 
about the route that really thrills me. 

What are the hardest routes grade-wise 
you've ever done? 

Well , I guess Van Belladrome is one of them. 
Excellent Adventure, a direct finish to the 

• Rostrum. A couple of things up in Canada. The 
direct version of University Wall, that might be 
the hardest thing I've ever done. I did this one 
thing at Squamish - The Sword - that was two 
pitches, about 700-800 feet up. I did it all in one 
pitch. 

Do you want to do any big mountains? 

I've been to the Himalaya once, but yeah , I 
would definitely like to do some more. Pakistan 
really fascinates me - there are areas that are a 
lot like Yosemite but a lot bigger - but the 
weather's more horrific, getting there is more 
horrific. If a storm hits you in Yosemite that 
could be pretty bad, but the dangers there seem 
to be a lot more controllable. There are still big 

Opposite Page Right: Peter Croft leading his superb 
climb Excellent Adventure (5.13), Yosemite. 
Photo: Greg Epperson. 

time dangers in Yosemite but huge avalanche 
swept faces aren't one of them! I'm not a big 
alpine climber, I've done some alpine climbing 
in Canada, it's really fun , but I haven't done that 
much. 

Who has had the greatest influence on your 
climbing in both an historic and a more 
contemporary sense? 

The book I told you about - I Chose To Climb by 
Chris Bonington? That really had an effect on 
me. So have Walter Bonatti , Herman Buhl and 
Rheinhold Messner. But Bonatti the most. He 
really seemed to be more concerned with what 
he was doing than what other people thought. A 
lot more so than any other climber. As far as 
rock climbers go, Don Whillans, Joe Brown and 
Royal Robbins . TM Herbert did some amazing 
things years and years ago and he's still 
climbing. Bachar really impresses me partly for 
putting up a lot of regionally hard routes but also 
as the tide turned from traditional climbing to 
sport climbing, and it was cool to be a sport 
climber and it wasn't so cool to be a traditional 
climber, he didn't change his mind. He pissed a 
bunch of people off but he totally stood his 
ground. He can be really judgemental , but 
considering the pressures he is under, with 
people who don't even know him calling him an 
asshole, it's pretty impressive the way he 
handles himself. Jerry Moffat. I don't go to a lot 
of the popular rock climbing areas so maybe I 
don't meet the people that are just fully 
phenomenal, but Jerry Moffat I think is just 
phenomenal. He's a real positive guy. You talk 
to him and you get totally inspired to try harder. 
I saw Lynn Hill up in Donner Summit a while 
back, watched her climb on some piddly little 
piece of shit that Dave and I both failed on. She 
was having a hard time with the sections we 
found easy because we're taller. She didn't 
make a big deal about it, it wasn 't even like a 
big deal climb. She just kept on trying. Lynn Hill 
has been great for years. 

Is there any advice that you could give to a 
young climber? 

It 's really hard to strike the proper balance 
between having respect for what other people 
did before you - realizing that no matter how 
hard you climb or what you can achieve you're 
basically building on what other people have 
achieved before you - and not letting people's 
attitudes hold you back. I think, more than 
anything else that people should resist the 
temptation to be sheep. That doesn't 
necessarily mean going contrary to everything 
else that other people do around you . A lot of 
people heavily involved in just sportclimbing see 
themselves as being these radical individuals 
and such free thinkers when really they 're just 
doing what other people were doing. So much 
of the climbing world has shifted over into it and 
that's what everyone does now so it is the 
radical thing to do. I would say that telling other 
people what to do is kind of bullshit too . Just 
because I've been climbing for fourteen or 
fifteen years or whatever it is, doesn't mean that 
I love climbing any more than somebody that's 
just been climbing for a year. I don 't like the 
idea of people who climb above a certain grade 
being able to have more say than someone who 
can 't seem to break, say, the 5.9 level. People 
think that if someone climbs really hard they're 
so much deeper than other climbers , but that's 
just not so. 





Above: Leo Dickinson and Chris Dewhirst aboard Star Flier I, high over Everest. The Kangchenjunga massif is clearly visible on the eastern horizon. 
Below Left: A porter with one of the 70kg gas bottles on the walk in. All Photos: Leo and Mandy Dickinson. 

Leo Dickinson in . . . 

8 Minutes Over 
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The old Tibetan stared intently. Something had 
gone terribly wrong. That much he could see even 
though he had never clapped eyes on a hot air 
balloon before. I wished I hadn't. My chest hurt. The 
sun burned down. Feathers danced in the dazzle
bright air. The man spoke to a child - or was he 
addressing me? I swivelled my eyes further in his 
direction. Uh-yuh, it was a child ... and it was blowing 
into a pink toy balloon. I wished it wouldn't. I didn't 
need reminding about balloons ... Where the hell was 
I? And where was Chris? And where, for that matter, 
was the damned balloon? 

The sky was completely blue ... It didn' t look as if 
the child had ever washed in its life - hands black, 

dried snot hanging from its nose - I couldn't tell if it 
was boy or girl. The Chinese arrived, grinning, and 
pushed it aside. I tried to grin back, but a scowl came. 

As I stood up the ribs bit in, and I rolled back in 
pain. That, at least, was real. My mind was floating in 
realms of its own, consciousness and subconscious 
arguing for attention. 

How did I come to be here? Fine time to ask a 
dumb question like that. But to arrive so rudely in 

Opposite Page: The magnificent profiles of the northern 
pillars of Choma Lonzo (1190m) catch the morning sun. 
This mountain was first climbed by Terray and Gouzy 
during the Makalu recce of 1954. 





Below: Preparations underway 
for take off at Gokyo. This is Star 
Flyer II and the strange 
contraption strapped to the side 
of the basket is "Eric's Barrel". 
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Tibet, and then to fall out of the balloon? You can't 
blame anybody else, I growled at myself, you were 
the one who persuaded the sponsor, Star Computer 
Printers, to keep going when all they wanted was to 
jack the whole thing in. What a stupid idea anyway 
- to fly a hot air balloon over Mount Everest! 

I found my boot. It had saved my life when it 
came off. Good boot. Nice boot. I put it back on; it 
deserved that. Where had these Tibetans and Chinese 
sprung from? The place was desolate: sand, stones, 
sky- nothing else. The old man was rubbing his ribs, 
mimicking my actions. He understood. I drank some 
water. I hadn't had anything since breakfast, five 
hours earlier, back in Gokyo in Nepal. Our inflight 
entertainment didn't run to refreshments - just a 
stupefying 360-degree panorama. A feast for the 
eyes; the stomach could wait. 

Everest had been just between my legs, Lhotse 
under my armpit. Further right was Makalu, looking 
ridiculously easy. Beyond, in the distance, lay 
Kangchenjunga, peeking up through the layer oflow 
cloud at 22,000 ft. To my left, the Lho La, on the 
border, carved a link around to Cho Oyu where the 
Russians we met a few days ago were now struggling 
at 8,000 metres. Away on the far horizon lay Shisha 
Pangma. Few people can claim to have witnessed 
such a spectacle, and certainly not from the open 
basket beneath a hot air balloon. "Star Flyer I" had 
held together-just. Chris was expecting us to plummet 
at any second, but our parachutes would have saved 
us - I sneezed on a passing feather - and passed out. 

Don't sneeze, don't cough, and for God's sake, no 
jokes, I muttered grimly as I fought back to reality. So, 
why did we crash? And where is the balloon now? 
Where's that bloody Australian pilot - I could be 
dying here. An hour ago, I thought I was ... onmy first 
drift back to consciousness, when I saw the feathers 
and the sun, and I hurt like mad. My hands were 
clamped around my lower guts. I remembered Glen's 
last briefing. "If you've got to amputate," he said, 
"leave a flap of skin to sew up the wound." And 
priming us for survival (of the leanest), he'd indicated 
where to find the best cut of meat from the human 
body. 

"If one of you' s got a pain in the guts", he ad vised, 
"the other should stand on him- hard. That'll stop the 
bleeding .. then call me on the radio. And don't forget, 
nobody's dead until I say so." 

Okay. But the one thing you didn't tell us, smart-

ass, was what if we got separated from the balloon 
and the radio ... ? Here I was with a pain in the guts 
and no-one to do the bloody honours ... We had 
packed ten days' worth of survival food, had an 
SABE radio beacon that would tell the world to 
within 10 metres where we were (or at least where it 
was). With our high frequency radio, we could talk to 
England, and we'd been supplied with enough local 
currency to buy half a yak. I'd even laid on oversized 
parachutes in case we had to land high. I thought 
we'd thought of everything. Nobody told me that 
balloons can eject their passengers and carry on 
regardless, taking all their lifesaving powers with 
them. 

Where the hell was it? I'd last seen Chris 
scampering off after it. 

One question stuck in my memory. Mike Bolsan, 
my film's co-director interviewing me about 12 hours 
before take-off, had asked, "But why, Leo, are you 
doing this?" 

Because it's there? No, I couldn't say that ... too 
well-used. Because it's in the way? Better ... Because, 
nobody's done it before? Nobody's been that stupid. 

"Well, do you think it might be dangerous?" 
Mike had persisted. 

With an airy "I have to say I feel ballooning is 
rather tame," I'd dismissed any such notion, adding 
that on a Richter scale of 10, Extreme Cave Diving 
would come out at 8, solo-climbing Mount Everest at 
about 6, and normal sport ballooning somewhere 
between zero and a half. ''I'll be happy to be proved 
wrong," I had told him. Something to haunt me for a 
long time, that was. After the most outrageous balloon 
flight in history, I now felt we'd moved a couple of 
points up the danger scale - to 3, perhaps, or even 4. 

There were two balloons, four of us: two pilots, 
and another cameraman besides myself. Eric Jones 
had picked up all he needed to know about filming 
on our trek into the Khumbu three weeks earlier. 
Chris Dewhirst was my Australian pilot, and Andy 
Elsan, from Bath, Eric's. We were - as all scripts like 
to describe - a motley crew. Chris used to be a rock 
climber, a very good one, before wrecking his knee 
and taking up ballooning; Andy knew nothing about 
mountains, but Eric had given him some icecraft 
lessons on a glacier we'd passed. Ideally, we each 
needed the skills of balloonist, parachutist, 
mountaineer, survivalist and cameraman, but we 
settled for three apiece- and Eric. If we were going to 
land in the shit, my idea was for Eric to get us out. 
That's what he's good at: he's seen Eddie Birch and 
me up the Matterhorn, Mick Coffey and me across 
the Patagonian Ice Cap. He's the bloke to have around 
when you're worried about dying for he won't take 
it seriously, and laughs the Grim Reaper away. 

Chris took off first. It wasn't the plan, but he did. 
Twenty seconds apart we'd agreed upon, with the 
others going ahead. I'd reckoned on having Eric's 
balloon in my sights and two hundred feet below as 
we skimmed Everest - child that I was, dreaming 
with tiny toys. This was no model in the R_oyal 
Geographical Society; this was six miles high, agains_t 

· which we and our balloons were fragile toys. 
Six weeks earlier in Spain I'd jumped out of a 

balloon at 30,000', filming two ex-SAS men making 
the world's highest tandem jump. The ground was at 
sea level, and the drop between my legs enormous. 
I'd felt tiny and vulnerable then, scared lest I fell from 
the basket a second too soon for the shots. It was 
different here. As we rose, the ground stayed with us. 



Cho Oyu headed our valley. The Russian expedition 
climbing it were to lose their doctor that day, when -
at 8,000 metres - a tug on the rope unexpectedly 
released a huge loose block. We'd visited them in 
their base camp, getting stuck into the medicinal 
spirit when the vodka gave out. We'd even been 
invited to Siberia, which sounded a whole lot better 
than being sent there. Choice was their newfound 
doctrine, and we drank to the downfall of all 
politicians. What great guys - I loved them all. They 
stopped climbing as we rose above them. It would 
have been difficult to do otherwise. 

The Sherpas had accepted us without question, 
and we had been blessed by the monks a tThangboche. 

One of their number flew from Tibet to Nepal 600 
years ago on the Windhorse: we were simply going 
in the other direction. No big deal. 

'Black Mountain' dropped away beneath us. (The 
name was ours, as it didn't appear to have one of its 
own, and at 19,000 feet held no snow.) Our doctor, 
Glen, with his Russian-born wife Irena, were below 
us down there, armed with six cameras to record our 
passing. 

Nuptse loomed up, but we cleared jt well. The 
Western Cwm beckoned. Last time I had seen it (with 
Eric) was when Messner climbed Everest without 
oxygen -and almost without Habeler. His latest book 
tells thatlgotto7400metres;itfeltlower, butwhoam 

Left: Cho Oyu forms the 
backdrop to the launch site at 
Gokyo lake. 

Author 

The Old Firm; Leo Dickinson 
(left) with Eric Jones before 
their historic flight. Dickinson, 
(45), is one of the world's 
leading adventure film makers; 
his work ranging from a famous 
climbing history of the Eiger 
through extreme canoeing and 
cave-diving to his peerless 
footage of free-fall parachuting. 
Often Dickinson will combine 
several disciplines to re-create 
an historic moment with 
gripping reality. 
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Above: Dickinson and Dewhirst 
with the Kangshung Face of 
Everest in the background. This 
shot was taken from a battery of 
movie and still cameras 
suspended from the side of the 
balloon. Dickinson is seen here 
operating the remote panning 
control of the video camera and 
the still camera shutter 
simultaneously. The overflight of 
Everest was made at about 65 
m.p.h. so Leo was kept very 
busy! 

"This was no 

model in the Royal 

Geographical 

Society; thiswassix 

miles high, against 

which we and our 

balloons 

fragile toys. " 
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were 

I to split hairs. Now I was 'doing' Everest without 
Messner - and suddenly, without oxygen either. A 
ball of ice had encased my oxygen regulator and 
stopped the life-nourishing flow. Uh-uh, that's it, I 
thought, and gave Chris the cut-throat out-of-air 
signal that divers use. By way of response, he asked 
my date of birth. 

"Leo" I answered, puzzled, thinking it was my 
name he wanted to know. This, in turn, left him 
wondering why I'd suddenly started talking about 
star signs. The flight video clearly shows me staring 
at him and muttering, "He's more hypoxic than I 
am." I continued my filming. 

The wind blew at 58 knots, 65 mph, and we flew 
straight between the Hillary Step and the summit -
spot on! But where was Eric's balloon? Through the 
300 mm lens, you could just make out a tiny dot on the 
landscape. We must have looked the same to them. 
Insignificant. No chance whatsoever of filming one 
another soaring over the world' s highest ridgepole. 
My 'shopping list' of shots was lost forever. 

Chris had other worries. He thought the balloon 
was overheating and the top might burn out, but he 
kept his gloomy forecast to himself. In blissful 
ignorance I continued snapping away at anything 
that didn't move to compensate for the blown 
opportunity of a balloon-over-Everest-summit 
picture. 

For filming, I had erected a platform on the 
outside of the basket. It gave a much clearer view, free 
from flying wires and gas tanks. The plywood cost . 
me 200 rupees in Kathmandu, and into it we drilled 
four holes through which we threaded climbing 
tape. Wearing a parachute, I boarded my platform 
for the take off, only to discover that the basket itself 

. was not level, so that my little trapeze felt alarmingly 
insecure. Nonetheless I climbed outside during the 
Nepalese part of the flight - it was only when I 
clambered back in again, having passed over Everest 
and into Tibet, that I grew frightened about falling 
into the unknown. 

Unexpectedly we ran into cloud - or that's what 
I thought till I realised it was the effect of our 'Hot air' 
meeting the cold atmosphere . A temperature 
difference of more than 180 degrees centrigrade 
produced - when viewed from the ground - an effect 
similar to flying a jet:we tugged behind us a streaming 
vapour trail of whiteness, our 'cloud' . 

We were running short of fuel. Four tanks to 
'Ascend Everest', four to find safety. Now we were 

down to our last one. Chris was worried and it 
showed. I had always intended to jump in an 
emergency, and felt no qualms about that. Parachuting 
is a lot more natural than ballooning. I should have 
done it, too, except I was lulled into thinking this a 
tame balloon, large and warm, spilling its heat down 
onto us like an invisible electric blanket, so that even 
at minus 56 degrees, we never needed to wear gloves. 
In false security, I elected to stay. It was my biggest 
mistake. 

The balloon hit a moraine ridge at 40 kilometres 
an hour, The movie camera stayed in my hand. We 
bounced upwards for 30 metres. 

"Light the burners!" I yelled. I didn't want that 
happening again. Chris frantically pressed the jet
fighter spark plug, but we were on a relentlessly 
downward curve: the gas would never lift us now 
and a basket fire was a serious possibility. That's 
what happened to the Japanese on their attempt 18 
months earlier when they hit the side of a mountain, 
ridge. They tumbled 300 metres, and their gas. 



Above: A remarkable photo of the Everest Horseshoe. The summits of Everest, lower right, Lhotse left, and Nuptse catching the sun at top centre. The 
Western Cwm is in shadow. From this angle the last great problem in the Himalaya looks a formality! Below: A close up of the summit of Lhotse. 

exploded into flames. The basket became a fireball as 
they dragged their pilot to safety. He suffered a 
broken femur - and acute loss of face. 

Our basket stopped, momentarily, having 
collided with a boulder the size of a small car. I, on the 
other hand, kept going, catapulted forwards and 
outwards, the camera still in my hand. I fell beneath 
the basked as it dropped. Blue, black, black, blue - the 
sky and the basket, the basket and sky ... Another 
boulder hit my chest and crushed a rib. The monster 
lifted again and lurched on. Something was badly 
wrong: I was still being dragged along underneath. 
My left boot had caught in a line. Bang, again. Bump, 
bump, draggg. There is always panic, and sometimes 
it works. I panicked. I pulled and tugged and twisted 
at my leg until the foot came off .. until my foot slid at 
last free of its boot. I fell away and motion stopped. 

Chris tipped out too, trying, he said, to haul me 
back in. But I was glad to be out. I'd had enough. 

Chris's first thought was that he'd broken his leg. 

..... 1 ·,, 
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Then his rib. He turned out to have a torn 
ligamentinhisfinger.Myduvethadexploded 
in a snowstorm of feathers and I felt like a 
plucked duck. The balloon - with Chris in 
forlorn pursuit - came to rest three miles 
distant. 
Eric, meanwhile, was having his own epic. 

Not only were he and Andy left at the 
starting gate when Chris unexpectedly took 
off from Gokyo first, but the problem was 
compounded by the fact that not one, but all 
four radios refused to function. Massive 
interference prevented us from speaking to 
one another. Unable to see above their balloon 
and believing Chris was dangerously close, 
just above, Andy and Eric in 'Star Flyer II' 
took off slowly. Without contact hey couldn't 
know he had gone ballistic to 24;000 ft. With 
the first part of the plan wrecked, they 
approached low over Black Mountain, then 
had to rise very steeply to climb over Nuptse, 
the Western Cwm and the even blacker rocks 
of Everest itself. 

Eric was enjoying himself in his role as 
cameraman. He'd strapped himself to the 
outside of the basket in a barrel, and had 
Everest big in his lens, -when the deafening 
roar of the balloon burners gave way to eerie 
silence. They had all blown. (I can tell the 
precise moment this happened because Eric 
never finished his 'zoom') Andy at once 
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scrambled on top of the basket with a flint 
striker, yelling to Eric to do the same. The 
balloon started a disastrous plunge. Eric said 
later that he had never felt so out of his depth: 
in the mountains when things go wrong, at 
least you feel you still have some control over 
your destiny. Here he didn't, and he decided 
to jump. 

Andy, however, had managed to relight 
the burners, although their problems were far 
from over. The same thing happened twice 
more. Each time Eric psyched himself to jump. 
The problem was, whereto?In65mph winds, 
a square parachute would go backwardsat40 
mph, to be sucked straight into the mountain. 
If you were lucky enough to get over the 
South Col, it would be the Kangshung Face 
leering to receive you. And that was without 

· allowing for curl-over. The theoretical rule of 
thumb to avoid being caught in that is not to 
come down within a horizontal distance from 
a mountain of less than three times its height, 
and to allow a thousand foot clearance for 
every 15 knots of wind. 

With all five burners blazing, Andy and 
Ericlimped over the South Col with the barest 
margin of safety, only then to be confronted 
by a noise even more sinister than stony 
silence. One twanging 'Ping!' was followed 
by another, and yet another. Seven steelflying 
wires snapped off, to hang uselessly down 

the side of the basket. That was a quarter of 
the complement anchoring basket to balloon. 
Too much heat had been focussed into the 
mouth of the balloon. Not Andy's fault: it was 
either that, or crash into the South West Face. 
In his mind, Andy prepared for the long 
downward drag, recalling the familiar 
climbing pictures of Everest's 'Hard Way'. 
Were they tilted, or was it really that steep? 

Six wires had detached from one corner 
alone, leaving only a solitary strand, which 
mercifully held. Eric didn't jump, and Andy 
didn't get his fast ride down Everest, but it 
was a close call. Later Andy revealed that if 
that last wire had come away, the weight of 
the basket (loaded with 1200 kilos) would 
probably have been too much for the other 
corner, where more wires would have 
snapped; to leave basket and burners dangling 
at right angles to the balloon. Even if the crew 
were not tipped out straight away, no flames 
would ever again have reached the mouth of 
the envelope. We preferred not to think about 
it. 

They climbed to 38,000 ft to try to overtake 
us in the faster, higher windspeed. As we in 
'Star Flyer I', almost out of fuel, spiralled 
down over snow topped mountains looking 
for somewhere to land (-and fast!), dropping 
2,000 feet a minute . Andy chased us 
downwards. In his mortally wounded flying r 

'/ 



machine, he dared not match our rate of descent. Eric 
filmed our balloon dragging along the ground, 
pilotless and out of control, not realizing we had been 
dumped three miles to the east. 

With his parachute rip line to the top of the 
balloon burnt out, Andy had no way of releasing hot 
air as he bounced over the Tibetan plateau like a giant 
red and yellow ping pong ball. But after the third 
'pong', the balloon came to a gentle halt, remaining 
upright in zero wind. What a contrast to our own 
headlong landfall, which was still dragging us across 
the plains of Tibet. 

Leaving their balloon up for over an hour, it acted 
as a gigantic marker for our retrieve crew. Within 12 
hours of landing, Russell Brice (of Everest Northeast 
Ridge fame) had us back at his base camp eating egg 
and chips, swilled down with beer. We were back in 
the real world. The Gods of the Mountains had let us 
off lightly. 

Summary: An account of the first hot-air balloon 
overflight of Everest. Take off from Gokyo, Nepal 
(c.16,000 ft) 06.40 am, 21st October 1991. Flight 
duration 1 hours 20 minute_s and distance 90 miles, to 
land north of peak Arna Drime. Balloon crews: Chris 
Dewhirst and Leo Dickinson in 'Star Flyer I'; Andy 
Elson and Eric Jones in 'Star Flyer II'. Maximum 
heights reached 34,000 ft and 38,000 ft respectively. 
Everest cleared at 30,000 ft over summit and 29,000ft 
over South Col. Hot-air balloons: 240,000 cubic feet 
each with an estimated payload of 1300 kilos. 

Left: Yet another remarkable 
view of the Kangshung Face 
of Everest this time taken 
with a Widelux camera. 

Below: The flightpath. 
Bottom: All back together again 
in varying degrees of good 
shape. L -R: Chris Dewhirst, 
Andy Elson, Leo Dickinson, Eric 
Jones. 
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Ridge. To the west, the sparkling stars have 
disappeared. In their place, a black void, more 
worrying than the blackness of night, is swallowing 
up the sky and coming closer to the Karakoram 
mountains. On the distant horizon a storm is brewing, 
still indistinct. Suddenly lightning flashes pierce the 
obscurity over Nanga Parbat, 150 kilometres behind 
us. A few metres ahead of me, Christophe is sitting 
in the snow. I go and join him. Our torch beams cross , 
now and then, sweeping over the slope below, before 
getting swallowed up by the surrounding darkness. 
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Towering above us, outlined in the sky, is a uniform 
dark triangle: K2, "a king among mountains". It is 
still 1700 metres above us. It's too quiet. This still, 
heavy, barely cold atmosphere, isn't a good sign. An 
icy wind should be chilling us to the bone ... we have 
toadmitwe'reworried. What should wedo? "It's the 
same olc:l story; if we carry on, we're bound to get 
caught in the storm; if we turn back to the tent, it's 
bound to be clear and bright in the morning. The tent! 
It's only 50 metres away,which explains our 
indecision. Shortly after midnight, we decide to turn 

Above: Profit on the dangerous 
traverse at 8100m. 
"I take the lead. Each step makes 
a big impression in the snow 
and adds another dot to my 
tracks. It's mentally exhausting; 
I'm terrified that I'll see the snow 
tearing apart along the 'dotted 
line'." 

Left: The Eagles Nest bivouac at 
7950m. 



back; not without a slight feeling of guilt. Isn't going 
back the easy option? Relief in the short term, but 
maybe a missed opportunity to climb K2. 
However, things are rapidly deteriorating. The needle 
of the altimeter is climbing steadily, so we figure that 
there's a terrible depression brewing in the 
neighbourhood. Shortly before dawn, we're hit by 
the south-west wind. The violence is incredible; it 
smashes against the mountain, smothers it and runs 
in furious eddies along its flanks. Nowhere is safe. 
We're in our sleeping bags, fully clothed, boots, 
balaclava, gloves, all on, ready for a swift getaway. 
The gusts are so strong now that we're worried about 
our tent. Even though the outer poles are securely 
anchored to the slope, the tent is in danger of being 
torn apart at any moment. 
The gusts of wind follow one another, closer and 
closer together, each more violent than the last. The 
canvas swells then deflates with sharp cracks, almost 
explosions. In order to counteract the incredible 
pressure form outside and to avoid being crushed, 
slightly panicky, we sit with our backs pressed against 
the sides, muscles aching from staying huddled up. 
It's still dark outside. Itseemslikedaylightwill never 
come. I don't dare look to see what time it is in case 
I'm disappointed. In our enclosed shelter, the air is 
damp from our breathing. To warm ourselves up a 
bit, we light the stove. The flame is unsteady and the 
steam is thrown up in fits and starts by each fresh 
gust. 
Fearing suffocation, I open one of the air vents. The 
beam of my torch lights up the sleet which is flying 
past horizontally in a continuous stream. The snow 
piled up in front of the tent has considerably reduced 
our living space. 
At dawn we decide to wait another day. 
Twenty-four hours stretched out in this tiny tent, 
listening to the wind, nibbling a few biscuits or 
drinking insipid tea. Utter boredom! Christophe is 
able to lose himself in sleep, but I find it hard to cope 
with this inactivity. The summit now seems an 
impossible dream. After forty days on this desolate 
ridge, we haven't even managed to climb halfway. 
The following night the barometer drops even further. 
We have supposedly gained 180 metres in height. 
At daybreak, without the slightest regret, we strike 
camp. Visibility is so poor that we wander around a 
while before finding the descent route. The fresh 
snow makes it hard to recognize the features and 
assess the gradient of the slopes. During the descent 
I work out that, since July, this is our sixth climb to 
7000 metres. Each time, the weather has prevented us 
from going any further. Result; a certain weariness 
and quite a few kilos lost. This adventure has turned 
into a fight to see who gives in first. We give ourselves 
till the end of August to set foot on the 8611 metre 
summit because, as Christophe says, "We're not 
going to spend the winter up here." 
There's nowhere in the whole of the Himalayan 
range with a worse climate than K2. Because this 
pyramid dominates the surrounding peaks, it catches 
any passing cloud. Since the tragic summer of 1986 
when 13 climbers died, on! y two teams have reached 
the top from the Chinese side and · none from the 
Pakistani side despite about twenty attempts. 
On the 14th August, two days after the new moon, we 
finally get above the 7000 metre hurdle. The 
atmosphere has calmed down for a while it seems. A 
slight wind from the north, a few peaceful clouds, a 
hazy horizon -all encouraging signs. It takes us about 

10 hours to climb 1000 metres. Often we're climbing 
side by side, the rope stowed away. It would take too 
much time to rope up. In places the rock is so fractured 
that it looks like vertical scree. At around 7800 metres, 
the climbing gets steeper and more exposed. 
The North-West Ridge we are on has now merged into 
the North Ridge of K2, the only one completely in 
Chinese territory. It has only been climbed three 
times. Here and there old rotting ropes have been left 
behind. Faded by the sun, eaten away by the wind 
and rock, some are no longer attached to anything. 
Late morning, we reach a sort of ledge overlooking 
the void; an eagle's nest where the strong winds have 
blown away all the snow. Two garish yellow oxygen 
cylinders from a previous expedition are left lying 
there. Exhausted, we decide to bivouac. The summit 
is still a long way off. Between us and the summit lie 
towering slopes heavily loaded with snow. Since this 
morning, our gain in height has opened up the 
panorama, dwarfing everything below: the K2 glacier 
now looks like a nice smooth pa th, devoid ofcrevasses. 
To the north are the jagged mountains of Chinese 
Tartary. Without rushing, we leave oµr bivouac site 
at around seven the next morning. We're carrying 
light loads: a headtorch each, down mitts, spare 

Above: Profit heading towards 
Camp 1 in poor conditions. 
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Above: Profit at 8300m. 
"Underneath is very hard, blue 
ice. Our crampons only just bite. 
Out of breath, completely groggy 
from lack of oxygen, I'm now 
climbing instinctively." 
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glasses, a survival blanket and a stove. 
The horizon is clear, with only a light wind and the 
sun making the temperature more bearable. Four 
days already. To what do we owe the clemency of the 
mountain gods? Maybe it's our persistence! 
At 8100 metres, there's a long traverse: 200 metres to 
cross before joining the right bank of the large couloir 
climbing to the summit. Large areas of snow are 
crusted over. These feel very much like wind-slab. 
We haven't got any choice: either we cross, or we say 
goodbye to K2. 
I take the lead. Each step makes a big impression in 
the snow and adds another dot to my tracks. It's 
mentally exhausting; I'm terrified that I'll see the 
snow tearing apart along the "dotted line". 
Christophe follows on, using my steps so he doesn't 
dislodge the fragile layer. We lose an incredible. 
amount of time. It's only towards midday that I reach 
the bergschrund that marks the start of the long 
couloir. Slopes at 50 or 55 degrees. I want to get to the 
rocks on the far bank. Unfortunately, the more I 
climb, the deeper the snow is. Soon it's half way up 
my thighs.J have to stop every two steps. 
A few metres below me, Christophe is trying his luck 
up the middle of the couloir where ice is showing 
through in places. He's advancing rapidly, only 
stopping every 10 metres. I think to myself "great, 
he's solved the problem". For about 400 metres, it 
works, the snow gives us a break. There's no more 
wind-slab. At two o'clock, we've come halfway. 
Gradually, though, things get worse. We cross back 
to the right, to the edge of the c'ouloir. It's hardly any 
better and unfortunately we're now in the shade. It's 
icy here. Our feet rapidly lose all feeling. More 
worrying is the loss of mobility in my fingers. 
Whatever I try I can't seem to warm them up. 

~ 
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Hesitation, despair. With the risk of frostbite, the 
summit recedes again to an improbable future. 
I retrieve my down mitts from my bag and stick them 
over my gloves. In a few minutes my fingers have 
warmed up enough for me to carry on. 
A hundred or so metres higher up, the couloir abuts 
on a horizontal ridge, still in the sunshine. The end of 
our tribulations ... But, the closer we get, the more it 
seems we have to strive harder than ever to cover the 
smallest distance. We're climbing a ladder whose 
rungs get fewer and further apart! 
At8500 metres, the slope gets steeper and Christophe 
practically digs a trench in the loose snow.Underneath 
is very hard, blue ice. Our crampons only just bite. 
Out of breath, completely groggy from lack of oxygen, 
I'm now climbing instinctively. Suddenly, 10 metres 
above me, I can see Christope astride the line of light 
ending the couloir. It's six in the evening when I join 
him. 
Disappointment! The summit is right in front of our 
eyes, but the ridge we' re on doesn't lead directly to it. 
We have to resign ourselves to a long detour to the 
east. In the fading light, our final reserves of energy 
get eaten up by the wind and the cold. One rest, then 
another, then more, on our knees or crouching. A few 
more steps ... Slowlywenibbleawayatthemountain. 
We have now reached the final summit slope. It 
means that we'll get to the top, whatever. Everything 
·is suddenly very simple: only the summit at 861'1 
metres, us, and the immense, painful tiredness lie 
between. 
It's a never ending climb. To keep my spirits up, I 
don't look further than 2 metres ahead. Suddenly, 
instead of snow, the void. The other side of K2! The 
only thing above us now is a dark blue sky. It;s 
unbelievable.Mywatchreads18.50.Christopheturns 



round and we fall in to each others arms: two ungainly 
silhouettes bundled up in their padded down suits. 
As far as the eye can see is the bold relief of the 
Karakoram, fading into the night, though around us 
we still have a fair bit oflight. Way below, the Baltoro 
glacier meanders away through a confusing forest of 
mountains. This twilight scene has something galactic 
about it. I find the whole thing impossible to grasp. 
Despite the uncertainties which lie ahead, I feel a 
great joy. We stay a while, oblivious. Nothing is 
important any more, other than the simplest tasks: 
radio link with Alain and Raphael; photos; putting 
on head-torches; adjusting our hoods. 
Meanwhile, at Concordia on the Baltoro glacier, at 
that very moment a group of French Trekkers are 
admiring K2 in the setting sun; suddenly, from 15 
kms away, they catch sight of a series of flashing 
lights. No! Not extra-terrestials but the flash of our 
cameras; a few days later, it was they who informed 
the Pakistani authorities of our success!! 
Twenty minutes, and the biting cold - around minus 
35° - sends us down as fast as we can. 
The light of our head-torches guides us back to the 
topofthecouloir. Then it's a plunge into the bottomless 
black hole. Hours upon hours. No stopping, no 
hitches, no sudden obstacles: I move forward, 
insensitive to the cold and my tiredness, with no 
concept of time and space. Our tracks have 
disappeared on the big traverse. Only a few landmarks 
left: it's enough. We have to make fresh tracks in the 
deep, unreliable snow. We cross the wind-slab zone, 
without even thinking about it! 
Shortly before midnight, we collapse exhausted in 
front of the tent. We've come full circle, 16 hours 
without food and almost nothing to drink. 
What an incredible journey! Sitting among the rocks, 

I savour the moment. Because of our good physical 
condition, we didn't have to stay too long in the 
"rarified atmosphere". The gates of high altitude 
didn't have a chance to close on us. 
There's not a moment to lose, we have to treat our 
frostbite. Despite the limited space inside our tent, 
we manage to rub each other's feet over the flame of 
the stove. Strange torture! I know from experience 
that frost bite isn't irreversible if you don't wait more 
than a few hours before treating it. By not bivvying 
outside we saved our feet. 
At last it's time to lie down. Try as I will, a sort of fever 
- a mixture of tiredness and excitement - keeps me 
awake. The day after tomorrow we will be in Base 
Camp, even though there are still 3000 metres to 
descend, and who knows what dangers ahead; I can 
feel it my bones. 
Other thoughts come to me; like, how come we had 
this "mountain of mountains" to ourselves; no one 
else around! It was unhoped for, as freely chosen 
solitude on this overpopulated planet has become a 
luxury. 
What a privilege to be able to tackle the most 
impressive faces around, alone or just with a friend . 
This is the golden age of Himalayan mountaineering, 
like it was in the Alps during the great Bonatti era. 
During the 10 years I have been organizing 
expeditions, I have never been successful unless I 
have been climbing alone or in a pair. I have learnt 
that it's hard to choose a team who get on and whose 
motivation doesn't vanish at the first hurdle. 
The success of this type of venture is affected by so 
many factors that it's easy to be put off before you've 
started: being on the same wavelength as your team 
mate, both mentally and physically; having the best 
possible equipment; chancing upon a good period of 
weather and performing at your best on the right 
day. But without a portion of luck, feeling right just 
isn't enough; nature is too powerful a force. I admit, 
we were lucky! 
A few weeks hence, back in France, we would be 
getting back to our normal lives, our heads full of 
memories. Fresh dreams. 
If,oneday,I happen to feel nostalgic for these powerful 
moments of my past, I'll never regret the way I did it 
nor the sacrifices I made to live my passion. 

"Then it's a 
plunge into the 
bottomless black 
hole. Hours upon 
hours. 
No stopping, no 
hitches, no 
sudden obstacles: 
I move forward, 
insensitive to the 
cold and my 
tiredness, with no 
concept of time 
nd ,, 

a space. 

Above Left: Portrait of a 
mountaineer. the Author at 
8350m. 

Advance Base Camp at 5400m. 
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"Ledobur?" said the man in thenexttentinadistinctly 
speculative manner. I had been watching him unpack 
his rucksack, amazed at the profusion of seemingly 
useless items contained within. I had left my electric 
water heater back in England, rather than transporting 
it up to Khan-Tengri Base Camp at over 4000 m. He 
advanced towards me brandishing a titanium ice
screw. I started to mull over the possibilities of 
exchanging some of the older items in my 
mountaineering wardrobe for nice new shiny 
titanium trinkets. 

Titanium climbing hardware exists in great 
quantity within the Soviet Union, it is manufactured 
both by state and by 'private' concerns. Titanium is 
used to produce lighter ice-screws, pitons and sky
hooks. The metal is also used to produce heavier 
crabs and belay devices, these circumvent the shortage 
of aluminium and last longer. The added weight 
does not present a problem for the super-fit Soviet 

mountaineer. 
Paul materialised to help with the translation, he 

being the only memberof our party able to formulate 
whole sentences in Russian. We were soon deep in 
discussion; technical sketches and a mixture of 
Russian and English finally conveyed some meaning. 
It transpired that instead of wishing to swap a few 
screws for a coveted item of clothing, our Russian 
counterpart wanted to set up a business agreement 
between his club and ours. We explained, with some 
difficulty, that our club wouldn't know what to do 
with a dozen ice-screws let alone over a thousand, 
and wasn't really up to organising an import licence! 

Our ten weeks in the Soviet Union were nearly 
over. After a fortnight of rain in the Altai we had 
finally taken our remaining food and walked out, 
luckily having completed all of our o~jectives (20th 
October, Sa pozhnikov, Heroic Korea, Razoruzheniye 
and Roerich) before the bad weather arrived. The 

The North Face of Pik 
Svobodnaya Korea (Free Korea), 
(4740m). Several technical lines 
have been established on this 
superb face. All photos: Paul 
Knott and Ade Miller. 
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Above: Looking North from 
Korova towards the summit with 
the plain of Frunze beyond. 
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Russians, keen as ever for us to do some more 
mountaineering, but adamant that Osh Region was 
closed to foreign visitors, had arranged for us to visit . 
the Tien Shan ( the lack of visas for this was overcome 
by removing our passports for "safe keeping"!) 

Gross misunderstandings over swapping of gear 
caused us to be somewhat reticent about festering in 
Khan-TengriBaseCamp.Camporganisationseemed 

' to revolve around dictating climbers' activities, rather 
than catering for their needs. The poor toilet facilities 
and nonexistent garbage disposal contrasted sharply 
with the excellent attitude to the environment shown 
by our Russian hosts in the High Altai. The catering 
arrangements also persuaded us that climbing a 
mountain or two might not be such a bad idea. Boiled 
'horse' and cabbage served twice daily did nothing to 
improve our spirits. We supplemented our diet by 
'visiting' the neighbouring Sovintersport camps, a 
thinly veiled attempt to eat all their food. Golden 
Wonder had thoughtfully provided us with a hundred 
Pot Noodles, a very attractive alternative in the 
circumstances. This was supplemented by the Camp 
Commandant who generously provided a couple of 
bars of stale chocolate for our trip. 

Slava Duiko, our 'trainer' was keen for us to 
demonstrate our climbing skills and to acclimatise 
before we attempted any of the major peaks. For this 
he proposed to lead usona climb up Diki (4832 m) in 
order to assess our abilities. As it turned out the 
chosen route was appalling, loose scree and a knife
edged ridge to the final summit. We declined to 
attempt the last fifty metres but did use the climb to 
get a clearer view of the region. The climb did help to 
boost our morale. Slava was the only Soviet 
mountaineer we met during our stay in the Soviet 
Union who didn't run everywhere regardless of the 
weight of his rucksack. 

After acclimatisation, Peak Otkriti (5664 m) 
seemed a likely objective. A small mountain dwarfed 
by surrounding 6000' ers, but at least relatively 
straightforward. A days walk with full sacks up the 
glacier brought us to the foot of the ridge. The icefall, 
of which the Russians had not warned us, proved to 
be impassable at four in the afternoon. We camped 
on its edge, a bitterly cold night - minus 17 degrees 
centigrade inside the tent. 

The next day was painfully slow, the snow thigh 
deep in places. At one point I waded using an ice-axe 
and snow-stake to make any upward progress. The 
conditions on the ridge worsened, soft neve sitting on 
a layer of porous ice and the prospect of an 
overhanging, double corniced ridge for the last600m 
of ascent. Retreat seemed the only option, so we 
moved down slowly admiring the views of Khan
Tengri, a scaled up version of the Matterhorn at 6995 
m. The route may not have been first class but the 
situation certainly was, surrounded by some of the 
largest mountains in the Soviet Union, including 
Pobeda, the most northerly 7000m peak. 

We returned to the base camp that evening (17 
August) having decided that, although well worth a 
visit, the mountains of Tien-Shan were beyond our 
abilities. The season was also drawing to a close, fresh 
snow and poorer weather signalling the approaching 
winter. The camp organisers were planning to close 
it down within the week so we left the following 
morning. 

The helicopter take off from the glacier proved to 
be probably the most dangerous part of our whole 
trip. Even some of the Soviet passengers looked a 
little unnerved as we hovered a few metres above the 
glacier in a snowstorm. I for one was glad to be back 
at the staging camp. Safe in the knowledge that my 
brief flirtation with Soviet rotary wing aviation had 
drawn to a close. 

Slava, our guide, was undeterred. We were 
allowed a brief rest at his flat in Frunze, where we ate 
all the food his mother could put on the table. Well 
almost, she eventually produced a dish mainly 
consisting of two kilos of rice per person, we admitted 
defeat only to have it served up at breakfast the 
following day, adding insult to indigestion. After a 
couple of days festering in the luxury of the flat, Slava 
arranged for us to visit the Ala-Archa region of the 
Kirgiz mountains, assuring us that the weather was 
always better there. , 

As we trudged towards the Ratsika Hut, 
surrounded by icy fog and spindrift, I was 
unconvinced as to the quality of the weather. My 
sanity also started to suffer when out of the mist a 
party of runners appeared - scantily clad in shorts 
and T-shirts, their muscles bulging at every 
opportunity. They seemed equally surprised to see 
us, three rather unconvincing specimens of physical 
perfection, labouring up the path with our 'small' 
rucksacks (a mere 20 kg). We watched them pass, 
assuming them to be Olympic standard cross-country 
runners. 

It later transpired that the whole Ala-Archa 
Mountaineering Camp was populated by young 
Russians in top physical condition. To our horror we 



discovered that they were trainee mountaineers, yet 
to climb their first easy peak. These young hopefuls 
do a three week course, during which they climb two 
summits of lb standard, the lowest Russian grade. 
"What's wrong with getting your Mum to take you 
up Snowdon?" asked Nick Smyth, one of our party. 
Probably nothing, provided you complete the round 
trip in under forty five minutes and leave a tin can on 
the summit to prove you were there. 

The ethical divide was only bridged by our mutual 
love of neat alcohol, of which the camp doctor had an 
unending supply. Alcohol in its pure form had two 
distinct effects. The first was to cause both ourselves 
and the Russians to make rash statements about our 
fellow countrymen's climbing ability, sexual prowess 
and skill at flying fast jets. This marked increase in 
our ability to communicate was aided by a supply of 
table napkins on which to draw sketches (these later 
turned out to be our only supply of toilet paper!) The 
second was a more diplomatic phase, where neither 
side was actually capable of coherent speech or 
argument. A craving for tomato salad was also 
noticeable between bouts of talking utter drivel. 

The weather eventually improved; crystal clear 
alpine days returned. Our hopes of another week's 
uninterrupted ea ting and drinking disappeared over 
the horizon with the clouds. The Ratsika hut had 
proved to be a superb venue for dossing, especially as 
Slava had obtained us access to the well equipped 
club members room. An objective was easy to select. 
Peak Korona (4860 m) dominated the end of the 
valley, its West Face comprising of over a thousand 

metres of mixed climbing. We passed up the 
opportunity to ascend this TD+ route, and chose the 
much easier Normal Route. 

The following morning I found myself sitting 
down to a bowl of steaming semolina well before 
sunrise. Our last Alpine start was soon well under 
way. The path over the moraine had been easier to 
follow during our reconnaissance walk the previous 
day, we trudged and stumbled onwards, cheered 
only by the attempts of the Polish party behind us 

Left: Looking across the 
lnylchek Glacier from the 
summit of Diki (4832m) towards 
Chapaev (6311 m) and Khan 
Tengri (6995m). 

Below: Ala Archa Camp. 

/ 
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Looking East to Three Heads (5504m) and Pyramid (5565m) from Oiki. 

who seemed to be walking in opposite 
directions. They seemed slightly confused by 
Nick's description of a well marked path by 
the side of the glacier, a blatant lie to even the 
most charitable observer. 

The route itself was straightforward, 
involving an easy, but protracted ascent up a 
glacier. The jewel in the crown is a final pitch 
of mixed climbing to reach the highest of the 
rocky spires. I reached the base of the pinnacle 
in time to see Paul soloing up the final few 
metres. I headed upwards after him, front
pointing up the last section of the glacier ice to 
the first rocks. The granite was solid with 
good hooking placements and some mixed 
moves brought me up the softer snow nearer 
the summit. I peered over the top of the last 
steep rocky section to find Paul sitting amongst 
the rocks. 

Several minutes later we were joined by 
Nick. The surrounding mountains and 
Korona's pinnacles spread out below us. We 
sat around on the summit boulders, the day 
was perfectly still, with only a few clouds on 
the horizon. The Poles and Russians· 
eventually joined us. They complained that 
they had been slowed down by the indigestion 
due to the meal we had cooked them the night 
before. We quickly explained the 'tradition' 
of making soups so thick that they can be 
eaten with a fork, the Poles at least remained 
unconvinced. We sat there for ages taking in 
the view, before abseiling down to the glacier. 

On the way back down the glacier to the 
hut we again passed the Greek God-like 
trainee mountaineers. We eyed each other 
with suspicion, they for fear that we might 
actually have climbed something even in our 
obviously weakened condition, and us 
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because if they interrupted their training 
schedule to climb we would be put to shame. 

Slava was, however, well versed with our 
climbing methods, he had spent all morning 
sunbathing and had cooked a huge meal for 
our return. Soviet and British mountaineering 
philosophies contrast sharply, we probably 
both have things to learn from each other. I for 
one would like to be able to carry enormous 
loads for days on end without any apparent 
ill effects! 
Ade Miller 

Details 
The South Inylchek area is best known for 
Pobeda (7439m) and Khan-Tengri (6995m). 
However, these are but two of a very large 
number of peaks over 5000m or 6000m, all of 
whicharebeautifullysharp,invitingsummits. 
One of these is Pogrebetsky (6527m), which 
untill 1990 had received no foreign ascents, 
but we were told it has routes of the highest 
difficulty including huge rock walls. 

The climbing is generally more serious 
than in the Pamirs, we were told. The area 
often has high winds, and this produces 
hollow aerated snow with mushrooms and 
flutings. A fair proportion of the climbers 
returned to base camp with frostbite, though 
much of this was due to a lack of decent mitts. 

The Soviet side of the Tien Shan was, until 
1988, closed to Western visitors and difficult 
of access even for the Soviets, due to its 
proximity to China. Consequently, most of its 
peaks have had no Western ascents, and a 
number in the Inylchek region are probably 
unclimbed. 

Pobeda (7439m) is undoubtedly the 
deadliest mountain in the area. From the base 

camp it looked innocent enough, with no 
steep ground on the Normal Route via the Diki 
Pass and Vazha Pshaveli (6918m). However, 
we were shown slides of climbers wading 
through waist deep snow just above the pass. 
Apparently this is normal, the conditions 
remaining as bad for the3.5 km traverse of the 
corniced ridge to the summit. Despite this 
unattractive prospect, many attempts are 
made on the mountain since, at over 7000m it 
is an important Sports Objective, giving 
specific status to Soviet climbers who climbed 
.it. In one year, more people died on Pobeda 
than reached the summit. 

There have also been successes, however. 
The first ascent in 1988 byGutmani, Sidopenko 
and Ivanova has been followed by 7 further 
routes being put up on the Soviet side alone. 
One of these goes direct up the North Face via 
a reversed 'S' shaped rock band. In 1989 the 
first winter ascent was made, by a Kazakhstan 
army team. 

Khan Tengri (6995m boosted to 7010m by 
some sources but many of the Soviets 
remained sceptical) despite its impressive 
appearance, is far less deadly despite having 
up to 50 climbers on it at any one time during 
the main season. The routes on its South side 
are shown on the topo - there are also routes 
on the North side, climbed from another big 
base camp on the North Inylchek glacier. 
Most climbers take the South Ridge, which 
reportedly has a few rotten fixed ropes but 
these are more useful for route finding than 
for climbing. While we were at the base camp, 
one of the Soviet trainers climbed the South 
Ridge in 11 hours from base camp and returned 
in another 7 - a considerable achievement 
since most climbers take up to a week! 



In my view the whole atmosphere of the 
area was marred by the large organised camps. 
These were too formal for our taste, though 
some small Soviet camps were much more 
homely. The advantage of the system, 
however, was the flexibility offered by regular 
helicopter flights. 

We were particularly appalled by the 
proposal by Tien Shan Mountaineering to 
'prepare' unclimbed peaks and charge peak 
fees of up to $50,000 for the first ascent. No 
doubt the 'preparation' would include another 
organised camp at the bottom of the new 
mountain. I hope no-one is stupid enough to 
pay these fees - in the Soviet Union rules are 
not rules; anything can be circumvented by 
sufficient bullshit and persistence. In any case 
there is doubt over the unclimbed status of 
many of these peaks. 

Each camp had a safety officer with whom 
routes were cleared, but beyond this we found 
attitudes to safety to be poor. Particularly 
dangerous was the Semenovski Glacier on 
the Khan Tengri Route. This had a well 
populated camp at the bottom and another in 
the middle. The glacier is threatened by seracs 
on both sides and one cannot help feeling that 
a major accident is inevitable. 

The Kirgiz Range is 40km sou th ofFrunze, 
easily accessible by road. It is alpine in scale, 
the highest peak beingSimyonovTien Shanski 
(4875m). All of the peaks appear to have been 
climbed, and routes at all grades have been 
established. 

The area is evidently used by the Soviets 
for training, but it is worth visiting for its own 
sake since it has good weather, good rock and 
good ice faces. We also found that despite the 
presence of the Alpinist Training Camp the 
atmosphere was much more relaxed and 
informal that in the Tien Shan. 

Most of the peaks await foreign ascents, 
since the area was only opened to foreigners 
in 1988; we were the first British Climbers in 
the area, as we were in the Tien Shan. 

The most impressive routes in the Ak-Sai 
area, the area we visited, are probably the 
mixed rock and ice routes on the North Face 
of Free Korea (4740m). The Adigene, which 
we could see on the opposite side of the Ala
Archa valley, appeared unexciting, but the 
Alamedin Valley to the east would probably 
make another good base. 

Organising our trip to the Soviet Union 
(or whatever it is called by the time you read 

SOUTH INYLCHEK REGION, TIEN SHAN 

this) was not easy, particularly as we wanted 
to go to both the Altai and the Pamirs (we 
were diverted from the Pamirs to the Tien 
Shan). It took six months of hard work, final 
confirmation being received only three weeks 
before departure. The main problem, apart 
from persisting with our specific plans, was 
communication. Telex was the most practical 
method although it was possible to direct dial 
or fax to Moscow. In any event, the differences 
in language and culture made understanding 
each other very difficult. 

At the time of our trip it was not possible 
to travel to the Soviet Union without an 
invitation (needed to obtain a visa). 
Previously, this would have been obtained 
from a state organisation such as 
Sovintersport. However, we found that 
private firms were more flexible and cheaper. 
It would also have been possible to be invited 
by a 'friend'; this would have been more 
difficult to arrange but may have provided an 
escape from the 'package holiday' syndrome 
governing other means of climbing in the 
Soviet Union. 

Once in Russia we found our hosts to be 
conscientious and generous, but frequently 
incompetent. Patience was always useful -
the problem was whether to be patient by 
doing nothing and hoping for the best, or to 
be patient whilst reasoning with people to do 
something constructive. Often people 
preferred to ignore problems, perhaps the 
most practical option when working with 
such an impossible system. 

In conclusion, all I can say is that the 
whole Soviet scene is a surreal and tangled 
mess - but a few of the people know their way 
around it. Good luck! 
Paul Knott. 

The expedition originated from Bath 
University, and consisted of the following 
members: PaulKnott,AdeMiller,NickSmyth 
and Adam White. 

Wespentfiveweeksin theAk-Kem Valley 
in the Altai, during which we made the 
following first British Ascents: 

NE Ridge of the South Summit of 20th 
October Peak (4067m). Traverse of Heroic 
Korea and Sapozhnikov (3950m), S-N traverse 
ofRazoruzheniye (3825m), E Ridge ofRoerich' s 
Peak, descent of N Face (3500m), W Ridge of 
Tomsk Students' Peak (3578m). 

It was intended that after this the 

expedition would climb some of the lower 
peaks in the Achik-Tash Valley near Peak 
Lenin. The avalanche on the Peak Lenin Route 
in July and civil unrest in Osh prevented us 
from visiting the area. 

Instead, we were the first British 
Expedition to visit the South Inylchek region 
of the Tien Shan. This contains the most 
northerly 7000m peak, Pobeda (7439m), and 
the impressive Khan Tengri (6995m). We 
made attempts on the East ridge of Peak Diki 
(4832m) and the NE ridge of Peak Otkriti 
(5664m) though we didn't reach the summit 
of either. 

Due to heavy snowfall we left the area for 
the lower peaks of the Dirgiz Ridge, near 
Frunze. From the Ala-Archa base, where we 
were the first British visitors, we made the 
followingascents:PeakKorona(4860m),Peak 
Uchitel (4524m). 

All of the above ascents are also the first 
recorded by climbers from outside the 'Eastern 
Bloc'. 

Our arrangements in the Soviet Union 
were all made by Asktours, a small private 
USSR/USA joint venture in Moscow. They 
sub-contracted to other private firms in the 
places we visited. Most of these were also 
newly established. We were probably the 
first British climbers to travel to the Soviet 
Union in this way. 

Summary: A personal account by Ade Miller 
with additional notes and photos by Paul 
Knott of climbing in the Central Tien Shan 
and the Kirgiz Range of Soviet Central Asia, 
August/September 1990. 

Looking towards the Chinese Border on the left, 
Valikhanova (6300m) centre and Otkriti 
(5664m) to the right. 
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Steep Ice Update 
It's now 1 O years since the reverse curve pick ice axe 

appeared, ushering in the most important revolution in ice 

climbing since Chouinard and Mcinnes introduced poi/et 

traction and let us all become Grade V performers overnight. 

However the flood of designs that immediately followed the 

launch of the Simond Chacal hammer has now dwindled to 

a trickle and, as in other areas of gear, development seems 

to have come to a standstill. So what's a poor Gear Editor to 

do when there's really nothing new to report? Well,I shall 

concentrate on how the manufacturers are honing their 

products and how specialisation has become finely tuned 

to answer the needs of precise and differing requirements. 

Climber Fran9ois Damilano. Photo: Godetroy Perroux. 
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Edited by Dick Turnbull 

Black Diamond X-15 
Price: £125 
760g. Pick Clearance: 12.8cm 
VT, RC, CL. Semi modular. Str. shaft 
only 
The inimitable style immediately tells 
you where this comes from! Based 
largely on the old Chouinard X tools, 
Black Diamond have carried on the 
same tradition of combining elegance 
with strength and great technical 
performance. The investment cast 17-4 
stainless steel headset is perhaps the 
most durable headset around and has 
the easiest to operate of all the 
conventional pick retention systems. A 
single hardened steel bolt locks the pick 
into place between the grooved jaws of 
the headset. No messing and no 
aluminium bolts to strip! 

A good 3cm knuckle gap helps to 
improve effective penetration and save 
the knuckles. The stamped nickel 
chrome-moly steel picks are a trifle thick 
but corresponding strong - very 
reassuring! Tools are semi-modular (i.e. 
you buy an axe or a hammer and can 
only change the picks) and utilise a 
lightweight triple laminated shaft of 
unidirectional carbon-fibre and expoxy 
impregnated fibreglass around a 7005-
T6 aluminium core. One of the main 
improvements of the X-15 over the old 
X tools is that the new shorter steel 
ferrule spikes have allowed the shaft to 
be extended slightly and do not interfere 
so easily with the swing. New for 1991 / 
2 is a rubber coated shaft to respond to 
previous criticisms about shaft 
smoothness. 

In use I find the X-15 a delight as 
(again, for me) I find the balance great. 
The picks are super robust but perhaps 
a little thick for brittle ice, although my 
style prefers the certainty of strength! 
The swing action is easy and the droop 
is technical enough to cope easily with 
most conditions. The new rubber coating 
has merely been added to the existing 
shaft which makes the axe a trifle more 
shaft heavy, definitely fatter and more 
tiring to grip (depends on hand size 
obviously!). The hammer is efficient and 
the adze great for cutting but too small 

for effective use as a deep snow anchor. 
The triple laminate shaft is virtually 
unbreakable and an effective vibration 
dampener. Designed mainly to give 
superb all round performance, the X-15 
is perhaps most at home on hard, varied 
ice and mixed mountain conditions. It's 
great strength , good balance and 
relatively light weight make it an ideal 
tech;iical Alpine tool. Perhaps it's no 
accident that Black Diamond have not 
made a bent shaft version! 

I 

Simond Piranha 
Price: £90 
Axe: 825g (Straight and bent shaft 
available). 
Hammer: 800g 
Pick clearance: 14cms 
RC,CL, 1/2T, W, A, AL. Fully Modular. 
Following their old market headers was 
a formidable challenge for Simond and 
many thought that they had been left 
behind as the Chacal and Barracuda 
seemed to run and run in the late 
eighties. However when the new model, 
the Piranha, did arrive it showed that 
Simond still has a fundamental affinity 
with ice gear. Everything is different 
from their old tools except the fact that 
they work very efficiently! The new cast 
aluminium headset is now fully modular 
to allow for a complete range of pick/ 
hammer/adze combinations. The new 
geometry of the headset and new pick 
design sets the pick away from the shaft 
creating a "knuckle gap" and extending 
the pick-to-shaft distance by about 3cms. 
This makes the Piranha radically easier 
to use than the old Chacalas you can hit 
with a more natural swing rather than 
the 'swing and stab' action that gets the 
best out of the old Chacal. (Also you 
don't hurt the knuckles quite as much!) 
On cruddy ice and snow-over-ice· 
conditions the extra pick-to-shaft depth 
also gives much greater penetration. 
On the down side the Piranha is not 
quite as easy to use as the old Chacal 
on really thin delicate ice as it doesn't 
hook quite as well and can feel a trifle 
unstable. How an ice tool feels for 
balance is always a subjective view bul
l find the Piranha very natural and easy 
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Bent Shafts: Fashion or Great 
Leap Forward? 
Atter Simond's 'Great Leap Forward' with the reverse curve pick, everyone waited with anticipation for 
the next revolutionary development expecting even more radical picks (like Geoff Lowe's tubular 
Hummingbird picks) It came as a surprise when Charlet Moser turned their attention to developing 
a new shaft and introduced the first of the 'bent' shafts. Since then they have been copied by nearly every 
other manufacturer and have steadily grown in popularity until (I am rel iably informed by my 'French 
Mole')they account for at least 40% of steep ice gear sales in Chamonix. They have proved less popular 
in England due to the lack of plentiful ice cragging (ie super waterfall, steep ice routes) and the 
assumption that they are totally inappropriate for anything else. 
So, are they a positive step forward or are they just a narrow special isation? What are they designed 
to achieve? Contrary to popular op inion they main idea is not to give more protection for the knuckles 
but to give a more positive grip on the shaft on steep ice routes. Steep ice afficionados claim that the 
bent shaft significantly helps reduce fatigue and aids directional control on sustained pitches where 
the climber is on his or her arms all the time. The by-product is definitely greater protection for the 
knuckles as the hand if offset rearwards and kept further away from the ice. 
What do they achieve? First things first. Ice fall climbers have taken to bent shafts with alacrity They 
claim that the bent shaft hand position is definitely an improvement on traditional straight shafts. 
Alpine climbers are not so readi ly convinced although more and more are finding that the bent shaft 
is not a major handicap and the advantages outweigh the problems. The main dislikes seem to be: 
a) lack of fine control due to shaft being offset is more likely to "wobble"; b) more likelyhood of the 
ferrule spike hitt ing the ice before head contact. (This is a design problem where straight shaft 
components are used on bent shafts - ie spike can stick out at an angle towards the ice, making it more 
likely to catch.); c) wrist fat igue from holding shaft at an unnatural angle' (seems more natural to me'); 
d) difficult to contro l use of adze and hammer when tool is used in reverse; e) unsatisfactory plunging 
action when used in snow (practical ly impossible to get into hard neve). 
So ar.e they just the latest fashion or are they a definite technical improvement? Wel l a bit of both. The 
advantages of a more positive grip for placements on steep ice are genuine and help improve 
performance dramatically. Helping to protect your knuckles is also a bonus. Where they fall down in 
my view is in their inherent reduction of a tool's versatility due to their increased technical 
special isation If that's what you need, they buy 'bent'! If not then I think the advantage is dubious -
especially as you usually have to pay a £10 premium for it' 

to swing even with the optional weights 
off. 

So much for how it works! On the 
minus side you have to be aware that 
aluminium heads wear more quickly 
than steel and cut up more easily when 
you miss that peg! (and they show it) 
One area where Simond have definitely 
regressed is on the rubber coating for 
the alloy shaft While I am sure the 
balance and overall weight are more 
efficient than on the old Chacal, the new 
Piranha only sports 17 ems of rubber 
coating at the base of the shaft and 
pretty feeble rubber it is too compared 
to the extremely durable Chaca/shafts. 
Apart from other minor points like the 
use of aluminium nut and bolt pick 
retention sets (too easily stripped) and 
a slightly dubious wrist loop (better than 
nothing!) the Piranha comes through as 
a great all round steep ice tool , easier to 
use on most ground than the Chacal 
even if slightly less technical on thin , 
thin mixed ice and rock and a worthy 
successor to the Chacal. 

The reverse curve pick is thin 
enough for good penetration while thick 
enough for some abuse ( especially from 
"torquers"!) and relatively easy to change 
despitethealuniinium nuts! The hammer 
head works fine (both for pegs and 
torquing) while the 25° adze is both 
broad and tapered(!) and is superb both 
for soft now plunging and ice cutting . 
The one length only (48cms) can be a 
problem for some people but I find that 
you don 't have to work so hard with 
slightly longer tools as the swing gives 
more natural penetration with out having 
to strong arm the placement. 
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Cassin Skywalker 
Price £70 
Wt 790g RC,CL 1/2T,A,AL 
Pick Clearance 13cm 
Fully Modular 

Cassin Antares 
Price: £70 
Wt 700g RC,CL,1/2T,A,AL 
Pick Clearance 13cm 
Fully Modular 
Cassin's great value Antares has been 
their main contender for some years 
now and has stood the test of time. No 
change for this year except the 
introduction of a lightweight bent shaft 

companion , the Skywalker. Both models 
use the tried and tested Antares 3 plate 
steel nut and bolt retention system allows 
for easy pick changing and lets you 
crank it up tight to get a wobble-free fit ! 
Both have similar reverse curve pick 
profile although the Skywalker has a 
rounded off point as against the Antares 
standard positive clearance. Picks are 
stamped from sheet steel and have a 
graduated row of wicked teeth ground 
into them for increased holding power. 
Hammer is good and functional while 
the adze is a little small and oddly cut 
away, which I find makes the corners 
catch somewhat when cutting. Where 
they are different is in the shafts and 
their rubber cover. The Antares is a full , 
heavy duty bonded and formed rubber 
over an Ergal (some funny alloy) shaft 
with a cast triangular spike whereas the 
Skywalker has an uncovered shaft of 
Ergal (!) with only the bent shaft hand 
grip coated with a light rubber sleeve 
and a stamped steel spike encased in a 
nylon surround. 

In use I find the Antares a little 
clumsy due to the balance being 
dominated by the heavy shaft The 
Antares headset is definitely strong and 
reliable but for me the 'knuckle gap' 
inherent in the headset design is not 
quite enough - my technique again no 
doubt! Beyond that you can't fault it 
except it doesn't look as good (or 
expensive) as many others. The 
Skywalker I've yet to use but instantly 
the balance is better, if perhaps a trifle 
heavy handed , showing what a 
difference a fully rubberized shaft can 
make to weight and balance. One thing 
is naff and that's the wrist loop. Ok it's 
free , but throw it away and get a good 
one! Orion Equipment who import the 
Cassin gear are very happy with Antares 
sales and I'm not surprised as it 
represents all that you really need at 
superb value to do the job, but I prefer 
just a little more sophistication. 

Grivel Super Courmayer 
Price: £90 
Wt 820g Hammer, 785g Axe. 
RC, CL, W, AD, H 
Pick clearance 14cm 
Lengths 45-65 ems 
Straight shaft only, fully modular 
Another old stalwart that has been 
available for some years but recently 
(1990) received a revamp to bring it up 
to date. The Super Courmayer headset 
is elegant: simple with a bit of Heath 
Robinson about it! The grooved pick 
housing is splitto allow easy insertion of 
pick and adze- (dr hammer or shovel 
etc!) at either end. The two components 

Axe 
Leashes 
Just like steep ice tools, axe 
leash performance is 
impossible to assess without 
a high degree of subjective 
opinion! The main 
requirement is thatthe climber 
can hang his full weight 
comfortably and efficiently on 
the placed tool without having 
to hold it with a strength
sapping grip of steel! To 
achievethistheaxe leash must 
1) fit closely round the 
climber's wrist so that weight 
is taken by the arm rather than 
hand; 2) notcompletelycutoff 
the climber's circulation when 
weighted; 3) be easy for the 
hand to enter and exit; 4) be 
strong enough to axe belay 
from; 5) not interfere with the 
swing of the tool; 6) be fitted 
with an offset tie in loop for 
attachment to harness so you 
don't lose the axe; 7) work 
when iced up; 8) be large 
enough to take a well clothed 
arm uptotheelbow(iesupport 
while placing protection). 
The following three axe leashes 
areal I more efficientthanthose 
that come with some of the 
reviewed ice tools. Likewise 
they are all more efficient than 
tying a bit of tape round the 
axe but I'll leave you to judge 
their cost-effectiveness. 

J Rat Axe Leash (£11) 
Very solid 16 mm tubulartape 
with bartack sewing for 
maximum strength. Not 
adjustable, apart from when 
you tie it into the head of the 
axe which helps make it 
stronger and more reliable. 
The wrist loop is just large 
enough for easy entry/exit and 
is well padded by a 36 mm 
tape sleeve which also helps 
keep the loop open. The wrist 
closure is velcro fastened 
which works quite well when 
frozen and is open enough to 
slide even when the tubular 
tape is swollen with ice. The 
only feature I can't fathom is 
the fixed hand loop (?) just 
above the wrist loop. Perhaps 
it's really a clip-on loop for 
those ethically dubious little 
restettes! Long enough for 
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Steep Ice Tools 

tools up to 65 ems. 
Good well made leash - only 
thing missing is an offset axe 
security leash tie-in point. 

Wild Country Adjustable 
(£5.75) 
Originally fully adjustable with 
a two ring adjustment buckle 
for easy adjustment ( quite why 
you havetoadjustthem I don't 
know!) but now Wild Country 
have removed the buckle and 
made it effectively a tie-in 
attachmentonly,althoughthey 
have retained the adjustable 
name! Made from aSuperdry 
19 mm flat webbing to give 
good snowed up performance 
and stop water freezing inside 
making the wrist lock strap 
difficult to use. Wrist loop is 
large enough but does not 
have a comfort band like the 
JRAT. The velcro wrist 
fastening is easy to use (L & R 
models available so you can 
use them with your teeth if 
necessary!) and this leash also 
has an offset security tie-in 
loop. Long enough for a 65 
cm tool. 
Soft, light, easy to use, will 
take upto600 kg. Secure wrist 
loop, works well when frozen, 
perhaps needs a comfort band 
around wrist. Good value. 

Troll Ice Axe Strap (£5) 
20 mm tubular, bar tack sewn 
tape for basic axe strap. It's 
just a simple sewn loop large 
enough for tying into axes up 
to 70 cm long. The only 
sophistication is a sewn tape 
wrist securing strap to help 
lock the wrist into the leash, 
however as its only held down 
by friction it can ( and does) 
come loose with use. The 
absence of wrist comfort 
strapping and offset security 
loop illustrate the basic nature 
of the strap, but this does not 
stop it from being 
straightforward, strong and 
functional! 
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butt up to each other in the centre when 
they are properly seated and are each 
firmly locked into place by a hardened 
steel Allen bolt and 'nylocked' nut. All 
the components are stamped from steel 
plate as in the Cassin Antares and then 
formed into their finished shape. The 
result is simple, very robust but has a 
look of basic engineering about it! Pick 
changing is clean and easy (I have 
actually changed a pick on an early 
model while hanging from an ice screw!) 
but it somewhat complicated by the 
difficulty in holding the nylocked nuts 
still enough to enable the alien bolt to 
bite and then tighten. Easy in a workshop 
but I can tell you it's awkward and 
frustrating on the hilll The new style 
reverse curve pick is where Grivel have 
made useful alterations as they have 
increased the pick clearance 
considerably by introducing a generous 
3 cm 'knuckle gap' - again greater 
penetration, easier swing and less 
knuckle damage. The picks are stamped 
and pressed with graduated ground 
teeth starting with full curves near the 
positive clearance cut tip. The shaft is 
conventional in that it is a 7075 alloy 
tube with a 2/3 cover of heavy duty 
rubber. Again this adds to the weight in 
the shaft considerably and obviously 
affecting the balance. The spike is a 
stamped steel triangular blade - efficient 
but again unaesthetic. 

In use the Super Courmayer feels 
very neutral. I find the balance makes it 
difficult to wield without effort while the 
hammer is very head heavy. However it 
is easy to place once you 've got used to 
the balance and know how to handle it. 
The picks used to be real blades which 
penetrated beautifully but broke easily
now they're somewhat thicker and more 
robust - thank goodness! The new pick 
clearance makes it easier to place in 
cruddy snow/ice but again slightly less 
easy to control in really thin stuff. The 
scooped adze is good both for cutting 
and in soft snow whilst the hammer. 
head is heavy enough to put your pegs 
through to Australia. Overall a reliable 
work horse with refreshingly simple and 
reliable engineering despite some 
difficulty with the nuts! 

Stubai Sierra Alpine Axe 
Price : £70 
Weight: 760g 
Length: ems 
Hammer available at 760g 
Fixed head (leash) 
The only non-modular axe reviewed 
here and the only curved pick model. It 
is unique in being available with a bent 
shaft only which does seem strange for 
an 'alpine' axe although I am reliably 
informed that bent tools are becoming 
increasingly popular amongst 
continental alpinists rather than pure 
icefall climbers. 

The head is a traditional chrome
moly forging (both axe and hammer are 
the same weight for matching balance) 
with a well curved pick positive clearance 
tip. The teeth are minimal , especially at 
the tip, with only 3 arch teeth set half 
way back on the pick to prevent slippage 
on hollow ice. The adze is simple and 
fairly broad and looks efficient both for 
ice cutting and snow plunging . 
Interestingly the pick clearance is 
actually less than some of the reverse 
curve tools at 13.5cm but still enough to 
give good penetration. Also using a 
classic curved pick does make for easier 
braking although one with this droop 
does tend to catch and stick very quickly. 
The lightweight alloy shaft is 2/3 
rubberized with a robust profiled gripper 
and finished with a traditional cast 
triangular steel ferrule. The balance is 
pretty good and the swing easy to initiate 
so the Alpine should be efficient to use. 
I think it may bounce a bit , though , on 
really hard ice due to the fairly thick pick 
and lack of head weight bias. My only 
quibble is that the Alpine is only available 
in a bent shaft format and that the ferrule 
spike sticks slightly forward threatening 
to catch first in bubbly ice. This is 
because, in reality Stubai have bent a 
straight shaft rather than designed a 
bent shaft. Good value though even if 
the wrist loop is naff. (Trailwise's Ian 
Berth assures that next time he will get 
UK made ones that will be better!!) 

Charlet Moser Pulsar 
Price: £95 
Wt: 800g Hammer, Axe 840g 
RC, CL,1/2T, W, H, A, AL 
Size: 50cms 
Fully modular. Axe leash included. 
Charle! Moser's Pulsar epitomises 
new look technology . Although 
unchanged from when introduced in 
the mid-eighties , the Pulsar looks 
futuristic with its combination of 
gleaming polished aluminium , gun 
metal alien bolts, picks etc paint job 
shaft and angular configuration . 
Actually it's the most versatile of the 
fully modular steep ice tools with a 
wide variety of attachnients including 
a varied position feature for its reverse 
curve pick. Charle! were the first to 
use a forged aluminium headset which 
despite early breakage scares now 
seems to have a good durability 
reputation . Being fully modular both 
the pick and the adze/hammer require 
attachment bolts , two each in this 

case, although unlike some others , 
these are at least hardened steel and 
hard to cross-thread or strip. The pick 
isn't thick or thin but just right and not 
too deep so giving good penetration 
on hard ice and easy hooking on thin 
delicate placements and rock holds. 
The adjustable reverse curve pick 
positions give you pick clearances 
from 10.5cm to 13.5cm but without 
any change of angle. Useful? Maybe! 
As in all the modular and semi modular 
tools picks are stamped from hardened 
steel plate and the graduated 
conventional teeth ground in. The adze 
is great. Good deep clearance with a 
broad shovel set at approx 25° makes 
it extremely effective for soft snow 
work and great for cutting ice -
especially large steps , belays or even 
bin ledges. The hammer is on the 
small side giving minimal knuckle 
clearance when battering reluctant 
pegs. Knuckles hitting ice is bad but 
not as bad as hitting rock! The standard 
shaft is again high quality alloy 1 /2 
rubberized with a solid moulded black 
rubber. The ferrule spike is double 
pointed, flat stamped steel set into the 
shaft with alloy side bushes. Both 
hammer and axe tools are on the 
heavy side with the extremely solid 
adze making the axe in particular head 
heavy (better without the weights). 
Otherwise the balance is good and 
fairly positive giving an easy natural 
swing (better than a hammer!) These 
tools have proved extremely popular 
and are well liked by most climbers 
who have used them. My only quibble 
is the lack of length options available 
and the difficulty of holding all the nuts 
in place when changing the pick. Well , 
I suppose it's no worse than the others! 
The accompanying axe leash is 
actually not bad but being fully 
adjustable it can (and does) do that 
without you noticing it! 

KEY 
RC - Reverse curve pick. CL - Classic 
pick. A - Adze head. H - Hammer head. 

W - Removable weights. 1/2 T - Semi 

tubular pick. AL - Axe leash. 
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Mountain Technology Vertige 
Price: £85 
Weight: 650g Alloy head, 850g Steel 
head. 
RC, CL, AX2 , H 
Fully modular 
The UK's (should I say Scotland's) only 
indigenous steep ice tool. Although 
thoroughly modern in materials , design 
and looks, the Vertige continues the 
tradition of steep droop Scottish picks 
(ie 'Terrors ') offering one of the steepest 
angle picks with a narrow pick clearance 
of 12.5cm. The Vertige also offers a 
choice of balance by giving two headset 
options - either cast steel or forged 
aluminium. The fully modular headset 
design is elegant and fits the hand 
beautifully when holding the took for 
walking or plunging. The attachments 
are secured in the slotted headset by 
twin cadmium plated steel locking bolts. 
The reverse curve pick is stamped steel 
plate with milled graduated arch teeth 
including 3 arches set up high on the 
inside to help secure the pick in hollow 
ice. Mountain Technology offer a 
conventionally toothed classic pick as 
well as a reverse curve pick and a 
choice of two adzes - a virtually 
horizontal narrow cutting version for ice 
and an angled (approx 25°) wider snow 
adze - both effective and easy to use. 
The hammer is easy to use having good 
knuckle clearance and being set high 
on the headset to ensure that no other 
section of headset interferes with the 
hammer swing. The 7075 alloy shaft is 
2/3 coated with a deep moulded rubber 
gripper which helps absorb vibration 
and can cope with being heavily used 
and abused. The forged alloy spike is 
quite long with a hardened steel tip 
which gives the Vertige a really easy 
snow plunging action . 

The two different weights give the 
Vertige two very different balance 
properties. The alloy headset is the 
original design and perhaps weighs in a 
bit light (the lightest tool reviewed). Hugh 
McNicol of Mountain Technology is 
conscious of criticisms of the Vertige 
being too light and is making a longer 
pick for the USA for 1992/93 which will 
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perhaps add to the headweight. (The 
new pick will protrude above the headset 
to allow for non-destructive hammering 
of the head ,) To counter this he 
introduced the steel headset version 
which certainly gave the Vertige more 
weight but at the cost of being over head 
heavy and difficult to handle. Another 
criticism has been the attachment bolts. 
Contrary to popular opinion they are 
steel not aluminium . Hugh let me know 
the secret of removing them safely 
(unscrew all;en bolts until nearly out, 
then tap them to push out nut sleeve -
do not try and unscrew the nut sleeve -
they are not threaded!) but I have to say 
that even with the knowledge it is not 
that easy! These problems should not 
hide the fact that the Vertigeis a beautiful 
technical tool that has a strong following . 
It's shorter pick clearance and steep 
droop of the reverse curve make it ideal 
fortechnical mixed climbing (ie Scottish!) 
and while some find it too light (as I do) 
many find the lightness a relief from the 
ponderous weight of some tools. After 
all , you spend a lot of time waving them 
over your head! Like all these tools what 
you like is all very subjective so there's 
no harm in having a genuine lightweight 
model for choice. My personal belief is 
that another 50g in the head would give 
the balance that extra positive feeling 
and take some of the work out of the 
Vertige on hard ice. 

Camp Hyper Couloir 
Price: £90-95 
Weight: Straight shaft 830g Bent shaft 
780g 
RC, CL, A,H 
Fully modular. 
Camp's Hyper Couloir is another 80's 
product that has now settled down to its 
current form after some initial problems 
with headset design . It 's most 
outstanding feature is its fine thin reverse 
curve pick which is great for delicate 
mixed climbing and extremely effective 
when the ice is brittle or iron hard. The 
HyperCouloirheadset is an interlocking 
two-piece stainless steel design which 

accepts both pick and adze/hammer 
choice at either end. The two opposing 
components are held in place by one 
solid 8mm bolt and locking screw each. 
Cleverly the exit hole for each bolt is 
threaded which means that you only 
have to juggle with one component at a 
time. (ie first the bolt THEN the locking 
nut, not both at once I) The only doubtful 
part of the headset is the addition of a 
small steel grub screw that screws down 
in the top of the headset to take up any 
slack in component fit. Surely this 
smacks of trying to put right some basic 
problem in design or manufacturing 
construction as it further complicates 
the whole process of pick changing. 
Other than this design quibble I like the 
simplicity of this headset and its proven 
strength. The picks are very easy to use 
although the reverse curve requires 
more of a last minute 'flick' to set it 
properly than the Piranha or Super 
Courmayer. Pick clearance is generous 
- 13.5 cm - giving good penetration with 
minimum knuckle damage . As 
previously mentioned the fineness of 
the picks also makes them very effective 
on this and hard ice. The hammer is 
fairly standard with enough clearance 
for effective use while the adze is very 
triangular with pronounced 'ears ' on its 
cutting edge which I find make it a bit 
difficult to use when cutting hard ice. 
Otherwise the adze gives good plunging 
and is long enough for good penetration 
in hard/soft snow. 

New for this year is Camp's patented 
'octagonal ' shaft profile. Big Deal? Well , 
it helps to make more accurate 
placements as it's harder to twist in your 
hand butthis is only marginal. The strong 
rubber moulding covers the entire 
straight shaft model but only about 45% 
of the bent shaft. (Hence the difference 
in weights). I find that balance on the 
bent shaft is good with just enough bias 
towards headweight to make it feel 
positive and natural. The geometry of 
the Hyper Couloir's bent shaft is unlike 
most others in that the bend seems 
designed just to displace the straight 
shaft for knuckle protection rather than 
create a more positive gripping angle. 

The straight model is more shaft 
heavy and feels more negative (ie harder 
to initiate the swing) but not enough to 
make it actively difficult to use. The 
stamped steel ferrule spike is small , 
sharp and cleverly angled to avoid any 
chance of first contact with the ice when 
making placements (especially 
important on the bent shaft model) 

Overall a well made high quality 
tool with a strong following but in my 
view with a few design oddities as well! 
Much liked by hard ice afficionados 
particularly due to the fineness of the 
slim pick. 

Prices quoted are approximate. 

Next Gear 
Harnesses! 
All you need to know about 

bondage. Lots of choice, lots 

of colours, but how many 

original designs? 

We'll be looking alfit, comfort, 

security, workmanship, gear 

racking, (That's enough features 

- Ed.). 

News 
New Walls are 
Breaking Out All 
Over. 
Ironically Sheffield, the self

styled centre of the Climbing 

Universe, has until recently 

been the poorest provided city 

in Britain with regards to 

climbing walls. This has all 

changed with the opening of 

the Foundry climbing centre 

whick boasts four separate 

walls, by Bendcrete and DR, 

including a full sized leading 

wall and bouldering facility. 

You also get a cafe and shop. 

II is the brainchild of, yes you 

guessed it, Wild Country and 

initial user reaction would 

indicate that it has set the 

standard for walls to come. 

Down in Lunnun , the Sobell 

Centre has been revamped with 

a full height competition 

training wall by Bendcrete. The 

standard of routes is set at E2 

and E6, which are the 

qualifying grades for women 

and men. - Bernard Newman 
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Competitions 
Pete Gomersall reviews the World Cup and Birmingham 

Robyn Erbesfield (USA) cuts loose and clips to tak~ 3rd place in the Womens Final at Birmingham. She finished 3rd overall 
in the World Cup with 93 points. All Photos: Peter Brooks - PJB Photography. 
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Bouldering 
League a 
Success 
As if my last report had had immediate 
effect, the newly born Indoor Bouldering 
League (IBL) and other indoor 
competitions have hitthewalls of Britain. 
The initial success of the IBL 
competitions was staggering. Even the 
first event which was badly advertised 
was fully subscribed. The format of these 
events although based around 
"competition " is largely informal. 
Individual climbers mark their own score 
cards and it is up to them to be honest. 
With thirty problems to attempt ranging 
in difficulty from Sb to 6c the five hours 
seems to pass extremely quickly. 
Competitors get 3 attempts at each 
problem scoring 10, 7 and 3 points 
respectively for successive attempts. 
At the finish scores are counted and the 
top 5 climbers compete further in a 
"head to head" competition where they 
create problems of their own to outwit 
the other competitors. This produces a 
rather competitive end to a fun day out. 
The league has held 3 of 5 competitions 
so far: Rothwell , Oldham and Salford. 
The remaining two being at the newly 
finished Huddersfield wall and in 
Newcastle. They should prove to be a 
good cli_max to the league. Immediately 
following the initial I BL competitions was 
the first truly competitive event at 
Newcastle's Eldon Centre wall. Another 
format was used for the competition 
with 15 problems having to be climbed 

in one hour. This was an interesting 
format as it became apparentthattactics 
or more probably luck in this first 
competition of its type was crucial to 
success. The order of attempting the 
problems seemed to be of paramount 
importance . Various climbers 
complained that they had attempted too 
hard a problem too early, getting pumped 
and never recovering because of the 
constraints of time. It was a good 
competition with Malcom Smith and Ian 
Vickers taking first and second places. 
These two youngsters (18 and 17) 
surpassed several more notable but 
admittedly ageing rock stars. The major 
problem of a lack of suitable walls for 
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Above: Franr;ois Legrand (F) takes the UIAA World Cup at Birmingham, Yuji Hirayama 
(JAP) 2nd and Franr;ois Lombard (F) 3rd. Right: The superb Entreprise competition wall at 
the National Indoor Arena at Birmingham. 

competitions that I mentioned in the last 
issue is also rapidly changing. The newly 
constructed and much publicised 
Foundry at Sheffield has opened with 
good customer response. This is the 
first really purpose built, privately funded 
enterprise. It looks set for success. 
Posters are already up for the first 
competitive event of a series (starts 
17th January). The newly reconstructed 
wall at Huddersfield Sports Centre 
should turn a complete dud into a good 
quality complex with both leading and 
bouldering surfaces. It seems that a 
new wall opening has almost become a 
daily occurrence, we all hope this trend 
continues. 

invincibility in the World Cup rankings. 
The women's results provided an 
exciting climax for the final event in 
Birmingham with any climber within the 
top four a possible winner (Good, 
Patissier, Erbesfield or Raybaud). The 
final event in Birmingham was a far 
superior end to the season than the 
previous year. Apart from some rather 
boring routes (Men's Final and Final) 
the competition itself was a success. 
The Women 's event provided a thrill 
until the very end and apart from the 
actual Men's World Cup winner the 
positions were in doubt until the last 
climber had competed in the final. Other 
aspects of the event made the 
competition a success. The High 
Magazine Veterans competition and the 
British Open were amongst the most 
entertaining and exciting for spectators. 
It was also very pleasing to see a larger 
number of British women prepared to 
"give it ago". Several nearly made it into 
the final. It was disappointing that unlike 
the men, none made it into the final 
rounds. Unfortunately for the organisers 
the competition again made a financial 
loss. I hope it was not so great that the 
competition will nottake place next year. 

Below: Venera Chereshneva (URS) left, UIAA rated 9th and Glenda Huxter 
(GB), who finished 19th overall, in the Womens Quarter Final. 

World Cup Finale 
The final three competitions of the World 
Cup circuit concluded the 1991 
competition season. Almost immediately 
after the World Championships in 
Frankfurt the whole World Cup 
entourage migrated to Japan for the 
first Asian event in the competition's 
three year history. The effort and 
expense for some was all too much 
which resulted in a much reduced field. 
Most competitors felt that it was all too 
rushed, squeezed as it was between 
Frankfurt and N0rnberg. The event left 
competitors with no real time to sample 
the delights of Japan. The net result 
was permanent jet lag for almost two 
weeks. More consideration and planning 
of distant events needs to be given 
when drawing up event timetables. 
Apparently the highlight of the event 
was Yuji Hirayama of Japan winning in 
his own country. The competitors went 
wild, but it was all lost on the rather stoic 
Japanese public. 

After Japan the climbing circuit 
(circus) raced back to Europe for the 
N0rnberg competition. This was a more 
typical event and in true German fashion 
went off perfectly. For the men it provided 
no real surprises as Franc;ois Legrand 
elevated himself to another position of 

Jan/Feb 1992 

Comment 
In the beginning (19B5-1986) the UIAA was against competitions; however, since 
1987 it has been organising and supervising the international movement through the 
CEC. The new President, Pietro Segantini, has declared that the main objective of his 
period of office will be to gain entry to the Olympic Games. 
The UIAA seems unwilling to take on board the division which at present exists, both 
culturally and geographically, between mountaineering and sport climbing, and it 
seems that this will continue at least while the CEC remains dependent on the UIAA 
Council regarding technical, disciplinary and financial matters. A separation of roles 
between the two is desirable, though there would be nothing to prevent the CEC 
remaining under the aegis of the UIAA, albeit with a high degree of autonomy: indeed 
Dr Segantini himself has stated that he is sympathetic to the idea. Such a separation 
would be helpful from both points of view, sporting and mountaineeriog: alter all sport 
climbing enthusiasts have little in common with their counterparts who seek the 
drama and atmosphere of the high mountains. 
Marco Scolaris (Contributing Editor, Alp magazine, Italy.) 
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RESULTS 
Birmingham. Men: 1 - Franc;ois 
Lombard (F) , 2- Yuji Hirayama (JAP), 
3- Elie Chevieux (CH) , 4- Guido 
Kostermeyer (D) , 5- Ben Moon (GB) , 
6-J-B Tribout(F), 7- Stefan Glowacz 
(D) , 8- Franc;ois Petit (F) , 9- Pavel 
Samoiline (URS) , 10- Malcolm Smith 
(GB). 
Women: 1- Isabelle Patissier (F) , 2-
Susi Good (CH) , 3- Robyn Erbesfield 
(USA), 4- Nanette Raybaud (F) , 5-
Ana Ibanez (ESP) , 6- Venera 
Chereshneva (LI RS), 7- Luisa lovane 
(I) = Natalie Richer (F) , 9- Isabelle 
Dorsimond (B), 10- Jylja 
lnozemsheva (URS) , 19- Felicity 
Butler (GB). 

UIAA World Cup. Men: 1- Franc;ois 
Legrand (F), 2- Yuji Hirayama (JAP) , 
3- Franc;ois Lombard (F) , 4- J-B 
Tribou! (F) , 5- Didier Raboutou (F). 
Women: 1-lsabelle Patissier (F) , 2-
Susi Good(CH) , 3- Robyn Erbesfield 
(USA), 4- Nanette Raybaud (F) , 
5- Luisa lovane(I) .. 
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DOUG SCOTT 
HIMALAYAN CLIMBER 

NOVEMBER 
DECEMBER 

LECTURE TOUR 
Doug Scott wi ll be giving a new lecture based on his forthcoming book, 

HIMALAYAN CLIMBER: A LIFETIME'S QUEST TO THE WORLD'S GREATER RANGES ( to 
be published by Diadem/Hodder & Stoughton in February 1992) at the fo llowing dates and venues: 

FEBRUARY: 9th - READING, The Hexagon; 0734 591591 

24th - OXFORD, Town Hall; 0865 798229 
25th - NORTHAMPTON, Derng-ate 'Big Wall Oimbing'; 0604 24811 
26th - WIGTON, Mill -at-the-Pier; 0942 825677 

I Ith - LONDON.Conway Hall,Red Lion Rd.; 071 743 2976 (Cotswold) 
12th - MANCHESTER,ManchesterUniversity;0612364123(Cotswold) 
13th - BURNLEY, St. Wilford's High School; 0254 52935 ext.202 
14th - KESWlCK, Keswick School; 07687 72173 27th - ST. ANDREWS, St. Andrews University; 0334 78533 

28th - IRVINE, Magnum Leisure Centre; 0294 78381 17th - STlRLING (Vango); 0786 50809 (New Heights) 
18th - INVERNESS(Vango),CullodenAcademy;0463238746 

MARCH: (Clive Rowland) 

2nd - POOLE, Towngate Theatre; 0202 685222 19th - ABERDEEN (Vango), Amatola Hotel; 0224 636952 

3rd - LEAMINGTON SPA, Royal Spa Centre; 0926 334418 (Manhall Sports) 
20th - GLENCOE, C lachaig Inn; 08552 252 

4th - MIL TON KEYNES, Woughton Leisure Centre; 0908 660392 
5th - NOTTlNGHAM,Great Hall, Nottingham University; 

23rd - LONDON, R.G.S., Kensington Gore; Members only 
24th - FARNBOROUGH, Oak Farm Community School; 0252 513333 
25th - STREET, Strode Theatre; 0458 46529 

0602 425438 (eve) 0602 472165 (Blacks) 

6th - LEICESTER, Demontforte Hall; 0533 477907 
7th - CAPEL CURIO, Plas-y-Brenin; 06904 214 (Cotswold) 
8th - MOLD, Theatr Clwyd 0352 56331 

27th - BRIGHTON, The Polytechnic; 02 73 600897 (Open Spaces) 
29th - NEWCASTLE, Theatre Royal ; 091 232 2061 

You will be able to order a copy at the lecture and it will be sent to you as soon as it is available. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

OUT THERE TREKKING -----------
Aconcagua 
Mt McKinley 
P1k Lenin 
P1k Communism 
Khan Tengri 
Masherbrumll 
Nanga Parbat 
Makalull 

EXPEDITIONS PROGRAMME 1992 
29 days 22 Jan - 19 Feb 1993 
22 days 30 May - 20 Jun 
29 days 12 Jul - 9 Aug 
29days 12 Jul -9 Aug 
29days 12 Jul -9 Aug 
35 days 16 Aug - 3 Oct 
49 days 16 Aug • 3 Oct 
45 days 7 Oct - 30 Nov 

TREKKING PEAKS IN PAKISTAN , NEPAL & USSR 
1993 EXPEDITIONS FROM TIBET 

£2495 
£1980 
£1995 
£2595 
£2475 
£2995 
[4495 
£3995 

Everest (8848m) Sh1shapangma (801 3m) 

OTT 
U K 62 NETTLEHAM ROAO SHEFFIELO SB BSX 

Tel (0742) 588508 
U S 2305 RUSSELL ST BERKELEY CA 94705 

Tel (415) 841 6324 

IlNTIBIRNA 'lr!ONAIL SCIHIO<OIL 

, o,,,, OIF @ 
~~~~ MOUNT AilNIBIBIRilNO 
~ Director: Pat Littlejohn 1 5 M 

e+c, ..,,.t. 

Founded in 1965, ISM is a climbing school catering for 
English speaking people from all over the world. A 
team of fully qualified Guides and the most favourable 
student/instructor ratio available ensure individual at
tention for our clients, the right level of challenge and 
the best possible standards of safety. Courses are a ll
inclusive and outstanding value. 
Our range of courses includes: Alpine Introductory, 
Alpine Intermediate, Special Courses (for experi
enced climbers wanting an action-packed holiday), 
High Alpine Treks and Ski Tours. 
New for 1992: Alpine Winter Activities, plus Alpine 
Training and Rock Climbing in Great Britain 
(Spring). Send for our latest inf_ormation pack to: ISM , 
C[ub Vagabond, 1854 Leysin, Switzerland, Tel. (Swiss 
Code/25341321 . 

.. 
HIOH 
fLACf~ 

COTOPAXI 
CHIMBORAZO 

STOK 
KANGRI 

KILIMANJARO 
MT. KENYA 

CLll,l811~G & TREKKING 
RING FOR NEW 1992 BROCHURE 

0742 822333 (H hr) 
THE GLOBE WORKS PENISTONE ROAD 

SHEFFIELD S6 JAE 

Climb a mountain in Greenland 
next summer or ski-climb on the 
Spitsbergen icecap in spring. Join 
a small party (6-8) and adventure 
into the spectacular scenery of the 
High Arctic with an experienced 
guide. 

Brochu re from ARCTURUS 
EXPEDITIONS (MM), PO Box 850. 
Ga rtocha rn ,A le xandria , 
Dunbartonshire G83 SAL Phone/ 
fax D38-983 2D4. 

Pinnacle Ridge Mountain Guiding 
- Climb the CUILLINS on the Isle of 
Skye . Munros (innaccessible 
Pinnacle). Walks, scrambles and 
climbs. Brochure: The Bungalow, 
Ardvasar, Skye, IV45 8RU. Tel. 047 
14 239. 

HIMALAYAN GUIDES 
EXPEDmONSTO PEAKSABOVE20,000 FTIN '92 
Naya Kanga + 2 23 Days 15 March £1680 

3 Khumbu Trekking Peaks 23 Days 5 April/26 Sept £1780 

Mulkila (Kulu) 24 Days 24 July £1830 

Arna Dablam (2 places left) 4/5 Weeks 15 Oct £2850 

For more information please phone 031 447 4036 

106 Thirlestane Road , Edinburgh EH9 1 AS 

ASCENT presents EXPEDITION and TREKKING PEAKS tor 1992 
AMA OABLAM (6856m) Sept/Oct 1992, MT. McKINLEY (6194m) May and June 1992 

T"l)le summit tnp Pot.aide (:;806ml KongmaTse (S820mf and lm1aTse 16189m). Aowahng Trel< and Pa,chermo Pl< (6187m) Eve<es1 Trel< 
and Lot>,,,che PII (6119mJ F,shtall Trek and Mardr H,maJ (555~) 

The Clenlc Alpine Puk1, Mt. Blanc, Menethotn end Dru 
Scon,sh Snow and Ice C~mbng Courses and Pr,vate Guldrng 

BrKhure: AKenl Travel , 20 Mid CeuMway, CulroH, Fite, KYl2 8HS, Scollend 
Tel. No. 03838804ll 

EVEREST, South Col Route 1994. Expedition Services. 
Lhakpa Sherpa & E laine Brook , HIMALAYAN TRAVEL, 

Nurses Cottage, Long Lane. Peterchurch . Hereford . HR2 OTE 
HIMALAYAN TRAVEL (0981) 550 246 (24hrs) 

U.I.A.G.M. 
Mountain Guides 

•Alpine Climbing & Trekking• 
•ski Touring & Off PisteSki-ing• 

APPLY: SECRETARY, ECLIPSE LTD 

Cragwood House, Windermere, 
Cumbria. LA23 1 LQ Tel. 05394 44033 

SKI ING 

NORWEGIAN CENTRE 
FOR OUTDOOR 
ACTIVmES 

Telemark skiing in Jotunheimen National Park, 

Norway. Experience real wilderness skiing on 

NOR·Urs 1992 winter courses (March-April) 

led by UIAGM Guide Leslie Ayres. 

Courses include avalanche safety, survival, 

telemarll. techniques, winter mountaineering at 
2000m+. 

Send for more details to: 

Norwegian Centre 10< Outdoor Activities 

PO Box 3 

N-2671 Otta 
No<way 

r "' 
MOUNTAIN SKI TOURING AND 

TELEMARKING 

Alpine and Nordic Equipment 

Mail Order Catalogue 

Retail and Hire Shop 

Bunkhouse Accommodation 

Instruction 

Braemar Nordic Ski Centre 
Mar Road, Braemar AB35 5YM 

\,.. Tel (03397) 41242, Fax 41496 ~ 



BOOKS/MAGAZINES 

MOUNTAINEERING EXPEDITION BOOKS - used and rare. 
Send for free catalogue. J.P. Books, P.O. Box 10884, 
Portland, Oregon, 97210, USA. Tel. (503) 227-3308 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS We hold huge stocks of SECONDHAND AND 
NEW MOUNTAIN BOOKS; climbing/walking guides (worldwide). 

Jarvis Books (M), 57 Smedley Street East, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3FO, England. 
Shop open Mon-Sat, 9.30-5.30, Sun, 12-5.30Tele: (0629) 55322, S.a.e., catalogue. BOOKS BOUGHT 

c\.lA&1HG -rAL£~ of -reRROlll 
Wicked Lies & Malicious Slander Tami Knight 

F1JST, ft1£"1' t)t,AIH 
/¥NAY Titf .L .. 0 FllOfo'I 
1kE11f L.f6S t'I' HA~ 

L..O:.E ~ 8AT ..•. 

__ :rHtN ftlEY WRAP 

"frifUt t.U,S { "'°"'" 
"loAso coMrLET~&.'( 
WIT"H l>UCT' T"Jlf"'e. ••• 

L-oo,-: Co•'-• M1""1'; 
FJ\8 , l<N> . ( Nosr 
Of All. j H0...,E.P (I 

'.Kn(ght h~s done an excellent job of exposing the climbing world for what it is and what 
1tw1shes ttwere. For anyone climbing in the90s C/imbing TalesofTerrorisa must read.' 
Climbing Magazine Published by Cordee Leicester LE1 7HD £3.95 (in the shops or direct). 

Send for our unique catalogue. 

NEW ROCK 
GUIDES 
Froggatt - Peak Area: BMC 
Bosigran - Cornwall: CC 
Gable & Pillar - Lakes: FRCC 
Peak Supplement 1991: BMC 
Hueco Tanks - New Mexico 
Yosemite Select 
Thailand 

£13.95 
£10.95 
£10.95 
£ 6.50 
£14.95 
£ 9.95 
£16.95 

From your gear shop, or CORDEE 3a 
DeMontfort Street, Leicester LE1 7HD 
(please add 10% to cover postage). 

Send for our unique catalogue. 

ACCOMMODATION 

HEART OF THE LAKE DISTRICT -

SELF CATERING ACCOMMODATION 

With the splendour of the Lake District 
literally on the door step three self catering 
houses in the centre of Amblesideavailable 
around Easter and June to September. 
Sleeping 24, 29 and 14, some rooms have 
en-suite bathrooms, with kitchen, sitting 
room and bathroom. Ampleparking. Very 
reasonable rates for large parties. An ideal 
base for walking, climbing, sai ling, etc. 

For further de tails please contact Kath 
Teasdale on 05394 33066 

SNOWDONIA, the ULMC hut -
Caseg Fraith has a new Warden -
John Terry (091 528 6467). Club 
and group bookings welcome. 

TV/FILM 

' 
, 

,-HUGHES PRODUCTIONS LTD.~ 
Programmes now available on 

Home Uid eo 

Stone Monkey 

I All 
BuOUH 8c f 14.99 Waterfall Kayak 

+ p&p Parap e nte 
Auailable from Chris Film ... Tel: 0423 711310 ..,j , 

' 

GEAR 

Expedition Oxygen 
Widely acclaimed Russian 
climbing oxygen is now avail
ableto Western mountaineers! 
Ultralight high pressure tanks, 
warm and sturdy face masks 
and easy-to-use regulators can 
now be ordered directly from 
the Moscow manufacturer and 
shipped to expeditions in Ne
pal , China and Pakistan . For 
information, please contact: 
High Ascent Light 0 2 , 

4128 1/ 2 California Ave. 
S.W., Suite 121, Seattle, 
WA 98116 U.S.A. or Fax: 
206-932-9520. 

SAVE MONEY 
MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR 
CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

Largest U.K. stockists of specia list top 
quality materials and accessories. 
Expert advice. Prompt efficient service. 
Trade and retail. S.A.E. catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor 
Holmbridge, Huddersfield, W. Yorks. 

0484 - 684302 

SERVICES 

BOOTS MADE AND 
REPAIRED 

Vibram and sticky rubber soles repaired 
on the premises 

Made to measure footwear a speciality 

James Taylor & Son Est. 1857 
4 Paddington St., Nr. Baker St 

London W1 M 3LA 
Tel: 071 935 4149 

COTSWOLD 
THE OUTDOOR PEOPLE 

AND 

Plas ysreninM 
PRESENT 

THE 1992 
GREAT ADVENTURE 

LECTURE SERIES 
1st Feb The DMM Rock Band - Ben Moon on 

vocals and Paul Williams on Slides, 
backing Denny Moorhouse. FREE PINT! 

8th Feb 

15th Feb 

22nd Feb 

29th Feb 

7th March 

14th March 

21st March 

28th April 

Venue 
Time 
Cost 

Doug Dean presents "The 
(Canadian) Rockies Horror 
Show". How to climb, drink, play with 
grizzly bears and survive. 

The Wild Country Rock Gym. Ron 
Fawcett and Jerry Moffat, the latest 
news and videos on British Rock. 

"Wilderness Journeys". Rob 
Collister and Alan Hughes in Antarctica, 
New Zealand, and Lotus Flower Tower 
(Canada). Plus film premiere - "Mt 
Waddington". 

"The Vertical Braun Cabaret". 
Mick Ryan and Glen Robbins, audio 
visual encounters and photographic 
wizardry. 

"Himalayan Climber". Doug Scott 
reviews personal experiences from 
mountaineering. Tickets £5.00. 
"First British Ascent of Nanga 
Parbat". Roger Mear and Dave Walsh. 

"The Karakoram Incompetents". 
Mick Fowler chats with 'Dr Death' John 
English. 

"Free Salathe". Paul Piana from USA. 
The only all-free ascent of El Capitan, 
Yosemite. Also in London on 15th 
April, and Manchester on 23rd April. 
(To be confirmed - details from shops) 

Plas y Brenin Lecture Hall 
8pm 
£3.50 unless otherwise stated 

1 it➔ a =i it i ,1-,: 1-t·> m1-, • ·E =,.,it 
LONDON: 42-44 Uxbridge Road, Shepherds Bush, W 12 8ND 

20 yards Central Line tube. 
~ · 081 743 2976 

MANCHESTER: 6 Oxford Road, M I SQA 

READING: 
BETWS-Y-COED: 
SOUTH CERNEY: 

Opposite BBC Northern H.Q . 
'I§.. 06 I 236 4123 
213 London Road, RGI 3NY. 'zo.." 0734 268881 
Ho}yhead Road, LL24 OAP. ~ 0690 710234 
(Head Office, Catalogues & Shop): 
Broadway Lane, South Cerney, Cirencester, 
GL7 SUQ. ~ 0285 860612 24hrs 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (Cl (Ml IS) hire out Camping , Mountaineering and Ski-ing Equipment 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. 
(C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224 636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road 
Tel. 061 928 6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies 
Climbers Shop 
Compston Corner 
Tel. 05394 32297 

Ambleside 
Rock & Run 
3 - 4 Cheapside 
LA22 0AB 
Tel. 05394 33660 or 32667 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd. 
9/10 Grampian Road 
PH22 1 RH 
Tel. 0479 810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. 0479 656 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports Eqt. 
The Outdoor Centre 
70 High Street 
Tel. 0232 238572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232 248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports 
14 - 16 Priory House 
Queensway 4 
Tel. 021 236 8280 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre 
193 Church Street 
Tel. 0253 24307 

Bolton 
The Mountain Shop 
10 Manor Street 
Tel. 0204 386251 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports 
4 Jacob Street 
Manchester Rd ., 5 
Tel. 027 4 72867 4 

Bradford 
John Dunne Mountain Sports 
38 Manningham Lane 
BD1 3EA 
Tel. 0274 730257 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd. 
BN24AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 
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Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street (corner of 
Church Street), BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road 
Tel. 0272 741157 

Bristol 
Taunton Leisure 
72 Bedminster Parade 
BS3 4HL 
Tel. 0272 637640 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street 
Tel. 0282 36816 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Road CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223 356207 

Cambridge 
Open Air Cambridge Ltd. 
11 Green St. 
CB2 3JU 
Tel. 0223 324666 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown 
The Climbing Shop 
Tel. 06904 205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904 232 

Carlisle 
Dennis English 
141 Lowther Street 
Tel. 0228 30239 

Cheltenham 
Backpacker Systems 
44 Winchcombe St. 
(Opp. the Odeon), GL52 2ND 
Tel. 0242 42200 

Chester 
Camp & Climb 
95 - 97 Brook St. 
Tel. 0244 311174 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham 
7 Northgate Street 
Tel. 0244 318311 

Chesterfield 
Great Outdoors 
195 Chatsworth Rd. 
S40 2BA . 
Tel. 0246 220287 
Fax. 0246 220287 

Chesterfield 
Wilderness Ways 
26/28 Park Road➔ S40 1 XZ 
Tel. 0246 20143, 

Cirencester 
Cotswold Camping 
Broadway Lane, South Cerney 
Glos. GL7 5UQ 
Tel. 0285 860612 
Fax. 0285 860483 

Darlington 
Wild Trak 
155 Northgate 
Tel. 0325 286 917 

Derby 
Derby Mountain Centre Ltd. 
85/89 King Street, DE1 3EE (S) 
Tel. 0332 365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski & Climb 
47 Queen St. DE1 3DE 
Tel. 0332 295100 

Doncaster 
DMC Mountain Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Road (S) 
Tel. 0302 341756 

Edinburgh 
Nevisport 
81 Shandwick Place 
EH2 4SD 
Tel. 031 229 1197 

Exeter 
Taunton Leisure 
110 Fore Street 
EX4 
Tel.0392 410534 

Forres 
Moray Mountain Sports 
7 North St. 
IV36 0AD 
Tel. 0309 74789 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd . 
High Street 
PH33 6EJ (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397 4921 

Glasgow 
Highrange Sports 
99 Great Western Road 
Tel. 041 332 5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041 332 4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp. 
72 High St. West 
Tel. 0457 854766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. 0479 2946 

Harrogate 
Wilderness Ways 
71 Station Parade, HG1 1ST 
Tel. 0423 56287 4 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433 51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports 
9/11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG 
Tel. 0463 238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road . 
Tel. 0596 73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 
5 New Road 
Tel. 0524 66610 

Leeds 
Centresport 
57/59 New Briggate, 1 
Tel. 0532 452977 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 Eastg_ate 
Tel. 0532 444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner Mountain Sports 
52A London Road (S) (C), 
Tel. 0533 551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 051 709 6912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall, High Street 
Tel. 0286 870 327 

Llanberis 
Outside 
Old Baptist Chapel, High St. 
Tel. 0286 871534 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd . 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden, WC2E 7HE 
Tel. 071 240 9577/8 (C) (M) (S) 

London 
Cotswold Camping 
42/44 Uxbridge Road 
Shepherds Bush, W12 8ND 
Tel. 081 743 2976 
Fax. 0817401490 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
150 Holborn 
(Corner Grays Inn Road), E1 
Tel 071 831 6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
188 Kensington High St. W8 7RG 
Tel. 071 937 0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4 
Tel. 0618340161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Cotswold Camping 
6 Oxford Road, M 1 5QA 
Tel. 0612364123 
Fax. 061 236 5851 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac 
56 North Parade 
Tel. 0629 3750 

Melksham 
T.J . Camping 
The Climbing Rack 
High Street, SN 12 7NT 
Tel. 0225 703417 
(External Climbing wall / 
Restaurant/Cafe) 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways 
100 Newport Road 
Tel. 0642 248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop 
14 High St. MK11 1AF 
Tel. 0908 568913 (C)(M) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre 
34 Dean Street, NE1 1PG (C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 
091 221 0770 (Mail Order) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wild Trak, 
60 - 62 St. Andrew's St. NE1 5SF 
Tel. 091 2618 582 . 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings 
NE1 1RF Tel. 0912 32'1-941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd . 
13 - 17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 
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Nottingham 
Roger Turn er 
Mountain Sports 
120 Derby Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0602 417230 

Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite 
Rhodes Bank, OL 1 1TA 
Tel . 061 620 3900 

Perth 
Mountain Man Supplies 
14, Charlotte Street, 
PH1 5LL 
Tel. 0738 32368 (C)(M) 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure 
29 Lincoln Road PE 1 2RH 
Tel. 0733 41381 

Plymouth 
Mountain Action 
50 Faraday Mill 
Prince Rock, PL4 OST 
Tel. 0752 226923 

Plymouth 
The Wide Blue Yonder 
107 North Hill, PL4 8JX 
Tel. 0752 227264 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd . 
40- 41 Lune St. 
Tel. 0772 821903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre 
99 Caversham Road 
Tel. 0734 55589 

Reading 
Cotswold Camping 
213 London Road RG1 3NY 
Tel. 0734 68881 
Fax. 0734 351122 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd . 
41 Bell Street, RH2 7 AB 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd. 
343 London Road. 
Tel. 0742 556018 

Sheffield 
Rock & Run 
98 Devonshire St., 
S1 4GY 
Tel. (0742) 756429 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre 
Coach Street 
Tel.0756 794305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Ski & Climb 
118 High Street, SG1 3DW 
Tel. 0438 353086 (C) (M) 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate 
Tel. 061 480 3660 

Swansea 
Taunton Leisure 
206 High St. 
SA1 1PE Tel. 0792 476515 

Taunton 
Taunton Leisure 
40 East Reach, TA 1 3ES 
Tel. 0823 331875 

Walsall 
White Mountain 
31 Stafford Street 
Tel. 0922 722422 

Jan/Feb 1992 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel . 09406 229 

Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd . 
9 Colliergate 
Tel. 0904 639567 

UNITED STATES 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works 
3049 Adeline, 94703 
Tel. 415 849 0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face 
2804 Telegraph Ave . 94705 
Tel. 415 548 1371 

California: Costa Mesa 
The North Face 
Crystal Court in South Coast 
Plaza , 
3333 Bear St., #332 92626 
Tel. 714 556 0540 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face 
383 University Ave., 94301 
Tel. 415 327 1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernadino 
Sports Country Ltd. 
222 North G Street, Suite B 
92401 Tel. 714 825 2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc. 
4620 Alvarado Canyon Road 
92120 
Tel. 619 283 2374 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering 
173 South Washington, 95370 
Tel. 209 532 5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer 
1329 Broadway, 80302 
Tel . 303 442 8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
North Face 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303 
Tel. 303 499 1731 

Colorado: Broomfield 
Lowe Alpine Systems 
PO Box 1449 
620 Compton, 80020. 

Colorado: Denver 
North Face 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd. 
80222 
Tel. 303 758 6366 

N.H.: lntervale 
Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc. 
RT 16b Box 206 03845 
Tel. 6 3 356 3042 

N.H.: Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment 
Main Street 03860 
Tel. 603 356 5287 

Utah: Moab 
Rim Cyclery, 
94 West 100 North 84532 
Tel. 801 259 5333 

Vermont: Shelburne 
Climb High 
1861 Shelburne Road , 05482 
Tel. 802 985 5055 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works 
827 Bellevue Way N.E. 98004 
Tel. 206 453 1515 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122 
Tel. 206 323 8333 (C)(M)(S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest 
2308 6th Ave ., 98121 
Tel. 206 441 4100 (M) (S ) 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face 
1023 1st Ave. 98104 
Tel. 206 622 4111 

Washington: Tacoma 
Base Camp Supply 
3730 South Pine 98409 
Tel. 206 472 4402 (C) (M) (S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering 
Main Square 
(P.O. Box 1533) 83001 
Tel. 307 733 3595 (C) (M) (S) 

AUSTRALIA 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Mountain Designs 
7 Lonsdale Street, 
Braddon, 2601 
Tel. (06) 247 7 488 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St. 
Braddon, 2601 
Tel. (06) 257 3883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Chatswood 
Travel & Trekking Equipment 
272 Victoria Avenue, 2067 
Tel. (02) 419 6955 

N.S.W.: Jindabyne 
Paddy Pallin 
Kosciusko R., 2627 
Tel. (064) 56 2922 (S) (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
527 Kingsway, 2228 
Tel. (02) 525 6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Kathmandu Pty. Ltd . 
Town Hall Arcade 
Cnr. Kent & Bathurst Sts . 
Tel. (02) 261 8901 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Designs 
494 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 267 3228 

N.S.W. : Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd. 
291 Sussex St., 2000 
Tel . (02) 264 3146 
Fax. (02) 264 2645 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd. , 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2685 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wildsports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment) 
327 Sussex St. 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2095 

Oueen~and: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker 
138 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4Q06 
Tel. (07) 252 4408 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs 
105 Albert St., 4000 
Tel. (07) 221 6756 

South Australia : Adelaide 
Mountain Designs 
76 Pirie St., 5000 
Tel. (08) 232 0690 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pallin 
228 Rundle St. 5000 
Tel. (08) 232 3155 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd. , 
76 Elizabeth St., 7000 
Tel. (002) 310 777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin 
59 Brisbane St., 7250 
Tel. (003) 31 4240 (C) (S) 

Victoria: Box Hill 
Paddy Pallin 
8 Market St., 3128 
Tel. (03) 898 8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
401 Riversdale Rd., 3123 
Tel. (03) 882 7229 
Fax (03) 882 2945 

Victoria: Hawthorn 
Mountain Designs 
654B Glenferrie Rd . 3122 
Tel. (03) 818 1544 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports 
360 Lonsdale Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 1177 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu Pty. Ltd . 
78 Hardware St. 
Tel. (03) 642 1942 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Mountain Designs 
377 Little Bourke St., 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 3354 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty Ltd. 
360 Little Bourke St., 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia : Perth 
Mountain Designs 
862 Hay St., 6000 
Tel. (09) 322 477 4 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
Shop 1, 
891 Hay St. 6000 
Tel. (09) 321 2666 

BELGIUM 
Leuven - Hasselt 
Kariboe C.V. 
Naamsesteenweg 86, B-3001 
Tel. 32/16- 23.07 .72 

32/ 11 - 81.76.39 
Fax. 32/16 , 20.54.46 
(C)(M)(S) 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
1009 4th Avenue S.W ., T2P 0KB 
Tel. 403 269 2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
428 West 8th Ave ., V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604 872 8247 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (Cl (Ml (SI hire out Camping, Mountaineering and Ski-ing Equipment 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
35 Front Street East, M4E 1 B3 
Tel. (416) 363 0122 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee 
2159 Est Rue Ste. Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 524 1106 

DENMARK 
Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Schop) 
Algade 54, 9000 
Tel. 98 13 87 33 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Banegaardsgade 16 
Tel. 86 13 36 13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt. 
Brolaeggerstraede 6 
DK-1211, K. 
Tel. 33 32 00 82 Fax. 31 86 16 06 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. 33 12 55 22 Fax. 42 52 77 10 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. 42 87 04 67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Kongensgade 55, 5000 C 
Tel. 66 112418 

Taastrup 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
City 2, Plan 1, Nr.134, 2630 
Tel. 43 71 74 71 

GERMANY 
Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck 
Send linger Str. 85 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex 524 742 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O. Box 848 
Tel. (089) 237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

GRIVEL 
WORLD CLASS ICE GEAR 

THE SUPER 
COURMAYEURSYSTEM 
A Superb Modular Axe 
System with a world patent 
incorporating: 

• Ergal shaft covered in natural 
rubber for secure grip, lengths 
45 - 65cms 

• 90° Pick for steep ice and 
technical mixed climbing 

• Super-pick in classic curved 
profile for alpine and mountain 
use 

• Classic adze with good profile for step-cutting, snow-bulge swimming, etc. 
• Hammer head with reduced profile for improved balance and accuracy 

2FCRAMPON 
SYSTEM 

~ 

THE most popular modular 
crampon system in the U.K. 

• Available with "Ice" or "Mixed" front points 
• Two sizes·for easy fitting up to approx. 46 
• Perfect for trekking and glacier walking in 

the articulated mode. 
• For high standard clin1hing use them holted 

into the rigid mode (holts availahle extra) 

1----------------' • Special anti-ball plates available 

• ....,.......,......,. _ __..._...,.TREKKER TELESCOPIC SKI-POLE 

I 

• Reduces from 14 7 ems down to 64cms for stowing 
Ergal alloy shaft is lightweight (275gms) and high strength 

• Perfect for walking, trekking and ski-touring • Available singly 
ln the U.K. Grivel is distributed to retailers solely by 

t II Safety Equipment Ltd, Spring M\11, Uppermill, Oldham OL3 6AA 
rO Grivel is available ji-om all specialist retailers 
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HONG KONG 
Christchurch 
Bivouac (Head Office) 
PO Box 7113 

Kowloon 
Tel. (643) 668 453 
Fax. (643) 668 453 

Grade VI Alpine Equipment & 
Services 

Retail Stores: Auckland, 
Wellington, Christchurch 

1st Floor, 13 Saigon Street, 
Yaumatei, Kowloon Christchurch Tel. 7820200, 7820202 McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd. 

93 Cashel Street, City Mall 
Fax. 852 7823661 
Telex. 71947 HYBME HX 

Tel. 0064 03 666 211 (C) (M) 
Fax. 0064 03 666 211 

Kowloon 
Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre 1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 

NORWAY 

395-7 Shanghai St. Bergen 
Platou Sport Mongkok, Kowloon.Tel. 3848190; 

3883625; Fax. 852 7707110 P.O. Box 948, 5001 
Tel. 05 31 1290 

Central Hemsedal 
Mountain Services lnt'I Ltd., 
1st Floor 

Scandinavian Mountaineering Eqpt 
N 3560 Hemsedal 

168 Des Voeux Road 
Central 
Tel. 541-8876 
Fax 541-7994 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Alp Sports Christchurch 
235 High Street (Head Office) 
Tel. 667 148/661 048 
Fax (64 3) 665375 
8 Stores Nationwide 

Tel. 067 78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel. 02 46 90 75 

SPAIN 
Madrid 
Amadablam 
Comandante Zorita 13, 28020 
Tel. (1)553 0531 Fax (1)554 0437 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm 
Basecamp 
Fleminggatan 34, 112 32 
Tel. (046) 08 651 61 99 
Fax (046) 08 651 16 88 

American Alpine InstituteLtd. 
NORTH AMERICA CLIMBING 

Rock Climbing - Joshua Tree, Baja Mexico, Squamish, White 
Mountains, Red Rocks, Bugaboos, Cascades. Year round. 

Alpine Mountaineering - Learn glacier travel, ice, and rock skills 
& make a series of ascents: 6, 12, 24, & 36 days. AK, WA, & CA. 

Summer Ice Climbing - Advanced skills for all snow & ice types. 
Includes ascents; Cascades or Alaska. Prev. exper. req'd. 

Expedition Training - Himalayan & Alpine styles of ascent. 
Classic Climbs - The great routes of North America. 2-10 days. 
Alaska - McKinley Expeditions; spectacular glacier ski tours; guided 

climbs of Alaskan classics; 1st ascerits in the St. Elias. 

MEXICO, THE ANDES & PATAGONIA 
Mexico's Volcanos - Intro. to high altitude climbing & skills review 

on N. America's 7th, 5th, & 3rd highest summits. 1 & 2 weeks. 
Ecuador - 2-week trips o.n 18,000 to 20,000-foot peaks; 10-day 

Antisana Expedition; 14-day El Altar Expedition. Galapagos option. 
Bolivia - Ascents of 18,000 to 21,000-foot peaks; instruction at basic 

& advanced levels; acclimatization treks to remote areas. 
Patagonia - Alpine climbs near Fitzroy & the Torres de! Paine. 

EUROPEAN ALPS 
French Alps - 5 & 10-day courses in rock & alpine climbing at 

basic, intermediate, & advanced levels. 
Swiss & French Alps - Guided classic ascents at all levels, on rock, 

snow, & ice including Mt. Blanc, Matterhorn, & Eiger. 

INTERNATIONAL 
Everest Area Climbing & Trekking - Including Gokyo Valley, Kala 

Patar, Everest Base & Lhotse Valley; trek only or ascend Lobuche 
(20,076') & Island Peak (20,306'). 3 or 4 weeks. 

Annapurna Area Climbing - Including Marsyandi Valley, Thorong 
La, Tibetan frontier, trek only or ascend Chulu West (21,060'). 
Thorong (20,096'), & Fluted Peak (21,323'). 3 or 4 weeks . 

Expeditions - McKinley, Aconcagua, Arna Dablam, Ancohuma, 
lllampu, Anlisana, El Altar. 

For free brochures call or write: 
MI, 1212 24TH W-33, BELLINGHAM, WA 98225 

206-671-1505 
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Warmth without weight 

A POLAR TE ( N 
Using only Polartec 200 from Malden, North Cape 

offers a range of new style smocks and jackets that offer 
exceptional warmth for weight. Classically styled these 
garments are now cut for optimum freedom of movement 
and are available in a wide range of colours. 

TECHNICAL FLEECE 
combines the warmth of 

Polartec 200 with the windproof 
qualities of Pertex 5 in a 
reversible garment offering the 
very best of both worlds. 

wear Pertex side in for 
friction-free fitting and simply 

LIGHTWEIGHT 

W I N D P R O O F 

8 R f A T H A 8 L f 

SNOWPROOF 
reverse to protect the fleece I 
and retain the warmth. . 

~~w;M,~~~ 
Catalogue available from your local specialist retailer or direct from 
North cape, Munro Road, Springkerse Industrial Estate, Stirling FK7 7SW. 
Telephone: (0786) 63983/6441 t. Fax: (0786) 50563. 
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Mountain Technology 
Old Ferry Road, 
Onich, 
lnverness-shir~ 
PH33 6SA 
SCOTLAND 
Telephone: 
Onich (085 53) 222 
Fax: (085 53) 424 

I 

MODULAR 

AXE AND HAMMER 

50 OR 55 cm SHAFT 

DROOP OR ALPINE PICK 

CHOICE OF ADZES 

WEIG!"fT 600 OR 800 gms 

MOUNTAIN CLASSIFIED RATES 

Mountain is now running classified ads. The rates 
are as follows: 
Line per first 15 words 
Additional words per 

5 or less 
Box Number 
Display 
per single column cm 

£ 7.50 

£ 2.70 
£ 5.00 

$13.00 

$ 4.70 
$ 8.50 

(min. 3cm) £13.00 $23.50 
10% discount for repeat insertions 

Payment 
Please pay in advance* when placing order. Where order is for 
more than one insertion, payment may be sent for first inclusion 
with subsequent insertions billed as published. Payment can be 
made by cheque, cash, postal order, Eurocheque, International 
Bank Draft or International Girocheque. It should be either in 
pounds sterling drawn on a British bank or in $US drawn on a US 
bank. Some overseas advertisers may prefer to make a Direct 
Bank Transfer and our bank details are: Lloyds Bank Ltd., 
Abbeydale Road Branch, Sheffield S7 2BG. Sort Code: 30-97-
5 lX, Account Number 1913403, Account Name: Mountain 
Magazine Ltd. 
*UK advertisers please note: rates quoted are not inclusive of 
VAT. Please calculate at 17 .5 % and add to your payment when 
remitting. 
Mountain Magazine Ltd., Globe Works, Penistone Road, Shef
field S6 3AE. Tel: (0742) 822340 

The Boardman Tasker Memorial Award for 
Mountain Literature 

We are most grateful for the generous help we 
have already received. 

If you want to join the list and see your name in 
print, please send us a donation. 

Dean Row Chapel, Wilmslow 
Dr Charles Clarke 
Mount Everest Foundation 
Smiler Cuthbertson 
Miss Jan Campbell 
Stephen Jones, Leysin 
Peter Cliff 
Mike Parsons 
Rob Collister 
Michael Westmacott 
Neville Shulman 
Robert Don 
Terry Gifford 
S Naylor 
Pat Littlejohn 
Bretton Hall School of English 
Philip Mills 

James Kerr 
Joan Pralong-Kenmir 
Ronnie Wathen 
David Cox 
Mr & Mrs F W Collins 
Dr David Hopkins 
Susan Birtles 
Roger Mansfield 
Alpine Club 
Climbers' Club 
George Greenfield 
Ronnie Faux 
Matheson & Co Limited 
Dorothy Boardman 
Hilary Boardman 
John Boardman 

Total as at 7 January 1992 £3109 

Please send your cheques to: The Boardman 
Tasker Memorial Award Clo Dr Charles Clarke, 
5 Willowbridge Road, Islington, London N1 2LB 



DELIGHTFUL DOLLIES! 
WALKING IN THE DOLOMITES £9.95 
Gillian Price 
The most comprehensive walking guide 
ever to the area. NEW! PVC Covers. 

ALTA VIA £8.25 
Martin Collins 
A guide to High Level Routes 1 and 2 
across the region. 
PVC covers. 

And coming in the summer of '92 - a 
new, expanded and updated version of 
VIA FERRATA: one of the most popular 
'scrambles' books. Watch this space! 
Add ?Sp p&p per book, or direct from 
your local stockist. 

McKinley Climbers 

Fly K2 av1at1on • Complete Expedition Support 
• Comfortable Climber Bunkhouse 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS CATALOG 
FREE CATALOG (£2 Airmail) of New, Used & Rare Books. Mountaineering, Polar, Exploration. 

America 's largest dealer. CHESSLER BOOKS. Box 399-86, Kittredge, Colorado 80457 USA. 
Tel. (303) 67 -0093 Fax (303) 670-9727 

MOUNTAIN Waterproof fabrics breathable to 8000g/m 2/24hr Cordura , Ventile, Tactel, 
polycotton, ripstop, canvas, mosquito net, Lycra, fl eece pile. Zips, velcro, 

FABRICS studs. Patterns for all outdoor gea r and more. Exports. For prices stamp 
or airmail 2$. Tor(M), 3 Fryer St., Runcorn , WA7 1ND, UK. 
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T he PROGRAM SYSTEM is 
a concept exclusive to 
BEAL, designed to improve 

the life and effectiveness of your 
rope. 
A computer directed operation 
controls the application of the 
PROGRAM SYSTEM to the braiding 
of the sheath : 
The first 1,5 metres at each end of 
the rope are supple braided for ease 
of tying-on and clipping-in.The next 
4 metres are tighter, to give 
maximum abrasion and use 
resistance in this section, which has 
to take nearly all sport-climbing falls. 
The central part of the rope is again 
supple for optimal handling quality. 
The PROGRAM SYSTEM is 
available on the following ropes : 
Laser 10mm - Edlinger 10,5mm -
Leader 11 mm. 

Supple sheath 

~~«rd~t 
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EUROPE 

ALP 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele II, I 67, 10139 Torino, Italy 
ALPIN 
Gustav-Heinemann-Ring 212, 8000 Miinchen 83, Germany. 
THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
55 Charlotte Rd., London EC2A 3QT, U.K. 
ALPIRANDO 
48 - SO bd Senard, 92210 Saint-Cloud, France. 
BERGGIDS 
Jenny Commandeur, Werfstraat 36, 2586, AZ Den Haag, 
Holland 
BERGSPORT 
c/o Dick Eriksson, HokegArdsgatan 14B, 431 38 Mdlndal , 
Sweden. 
DER BERGSTEIGER 
Postfach 27, Nymphenburger Str. 86, D-8000 Miinchen 20, 
Germany. 
DESNIVEL 
C/. Doctor Espina 23 , local derecho, 28019 Madrid, Spain. 
EXTREM 
Travessera de Dalt 82, 08024 Barcelona, Spain 
LAMONTAGNE 
Club Alpin Fran~ais, 24 avenue de Laumiere, 75019 Paris, 
France. 
MONT AGNES 
1, Chemin du Pre Carre, BP 134, 38244 Meylan Cedex, 
France. 
NORKLATT 
P.B. 8292 Hammersborg, 0129 Oslo, Norway. 
OPTYMISTA 
ul. Kilinskiego 19/1, 40-051 Katowice, Poland. 
PASOS 
C/ Valdecanillas, 90 post. (local) 28037 Madrid, Spain 
PYRENAICA 
Alameda de San Mames, 29-! 0 izda. 48010 Bilbao, Euskadi, 
Spain. 
RIVISTA DELLA MONTAGNA 
CDA, Corso Turati 49, 10128 Torino, Italy. 
ROTPUNKT 
Ziegeleistrasse 16, 7056 Weinstadt-Benzach, Germany. 
TATERNIK 
Polski Zwiazek Alpini~mu, ul Erazma Ciolka 17 p. 208, 01-
445 Warszawa, Poland. 
VERTICAL 
Boite Postale 177, 6 rue du Lieutenant Chanaron 
F38008 Grenoble cedex, France. 
VESTNIKGOR 
105037, Moscow, I, Izmailovskaya Square, "Alpindustria", 
USSR. 

U.S.A./CANADA/SOUTH AMERICA 

AMERICAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
113 East 90th St., New York, N.Y. 10128 U.S.A. 
ANTI-SUYU 
Apartado Postal Sucursal 4, C.P. 5.400 San Juan, Argentina 
CANADIAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
P.O. Box 1026 Banff, Alberta, Toloco. 
CLIMBING 
P.O. Box 339, 502 Main Street, Carbondale, Colorado 81623, 
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BRAND NEW, THE MY 

AND SHOULDERS 

RECORD-BREAKING 
ADHERENCE AND FIT 
(Patent N. 4822/A90) 
The Mythos is the new high-per
formance shoe created by " La 
Sportiva''. 
To tie the shoe there is the exclu
sive, patented UniLace System 
which ensures maximum comfort 
from the toe to the ankle even 
when sharply bending or twisting 
the foot. The lace passes inside 
the upper and 
circles the an
kle, distribut
ing the ten
sion evenly 
over the 
whole 

is easier 
a pair of 
on the lac 
to climb. 

faster to put on 
thos: a single pull 
and you are ready 

Mythos comes in soft suede in 
the most eye-catching colors for 
free climbing . 

RECORD-BREAKING 
HEEL GRIP AND 
PRECISION 111 

(Patent N. l . 
4827/A90) 

The Soft Heel System 
is an innovative 
patented shell that 
ensures perfect fit of 

the heel and increases 
the area of support while 

diminishing internal compres
sion. 
In a heel hooking position the 

ALREADY HEAD 

LL THE REST. 

shell 

adapts ~ Ai 
to the ~~1r 
irregulari-,~ 
ty of the -~ 
rock and guaran- ' 
tees maximum gripping with 
strong rear and lateral adher
ence. 
Should the climber fall to the 

111 ground during bouldering or 
~ training traverses, the heel is pro

tected from shock by the exten
sive absorbent area. The techni
cal and production characteris
tics of the 

Mythos 
make it 
the ideal 
shoe for all types of climbs. 

shoe 
avoiding the 

stretching. 6 ........... ~~IVA® 
In addition , thanks to UniLace, it 38038 TESERO (TN) - Loe. Piera, 5 /A - Tel. 0462 /83052 - Telefax 0462 /83213 

; 

C L M B I N G 0 N T · 'H E M O O N 


	January - February 1992 - 01
	January - February 1992 - 02 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 02
	January - February 1992 - 03 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 03
	January - February 1992 - 04 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 04
	January - February 1992 - 05 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 05
	January - February 1992 - 06 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 06
	January - February 1992 - 07 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 07
	January - February 1992 - 08 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 08
	January - February 1992 - 09 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 09
	January - February 1992 - 10 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 10
	January - February 1992 - 11 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 11
	January - February 1992 - 12 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 12
	January - February 1992 - 13 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 13
	January - February 1992 - 14 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 14
	January - February 1992 - 15 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 15
	January - February 1992 - 16 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 16
	January - February 1992 - 17 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 17
	January - February 1992 - 18 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 18
	January - February 1992 - 19 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 19
	January - February 1992 - 20 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 20
	January - February 1992 - 21 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 21
	January - February 1992 - 22 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 22
	January - February 1992 - 23 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 23
	January - February 1992 - 24 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 24
	January - February 1992 - 25 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 25
	January - February 1992 - 26 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 26
	January - February 1992 - 27 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 27
	January - February 1992 - 28 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 28
	January - February 1992 - 29 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 29
	January - February 1992 - 30 - Copy
	January - February 1992 - 30
	January - February 1992 - 31

