


T he PROGRAM SYSTEM is 
a concept exclusive to 
BEAL, designed to improve 

the life and effectiveness of your 
rope. 
A computer directed operation 
controls the application of the 
PROGRAM SYSTEM to the braiding 
of the sheath : 
The first 1,5 metres at each end of 
the rope are supple braided for ease 
of tying-on and clipping-in .The next 
4 metres are tighter, to give 
maximum abrasion and use 
resistance in this section, which has 
to take nearly all sport-climbing falls . 
The central part of the rope is again 
supple for optimal handling quality. 
The PROGRAM SYSTEM is 
available on the following ropes : 
Laser 10mm - Ed linger 10,5mm -
Leader 11 mm. 
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Troll harnesses for rock climbing from entry 
level to extreme. Designed by top climbers, 
engineered to last, these hafnesses form the 
basis for Troll's unsurpassed,. reputation as 
the leader in design and production of 
quality equipment. 

THE MARK 7 
Projects the world famous 
Mark 6 into the mid-90s. 
• Fully padded throughout 

in 76mm So/flex 
• One piece for 

convenience of use 
• Full racking with cords 

and moulded racks 

CLIMB MOUNT VINSON 

CA 

and other peaks in ANTARCTICA with Adventure Network International. 
The world 's only operator of private expeditions to Antarctica. 

Guided expeditions and private expedition support. 

ADVENTURE NETWORK INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
#200 - 1676 Duranleau Street, Vancouver, BC Canada V6H 3S5 

Tel . +604-683-8033 • Facsimile +604-683-6892 • Telex 0636-700-7 49 

HARNESSES 
THE TECHNICIAN 
Top seller through the 'B0s and 
'90s. 
• Fully padded throughout in 

76mm So/flex 
• Waist belt and leg loops 

available separately for precise 
fitting for all sizes and sexes of 
climber 

• Can be combined with Alpinist 
adjustable leg loops for rock 
and ice 

• Self Rack System for 
customised racking 

THE FREESTYLE 
An ideal harness for entry level and 
centre use. 
• Engineered in durable 50mm 

webbing 
• Separate waist and leg loops to 

fit wide range of shapes of climber 

• Leg loop design fits wide range 
of leg circumference 

• Fixed rack system with cords 
and moulded racks 

Where in the Lake District 
can you find . . . . ? 
A fine selection of outdoor 
equipment for walkers, climbers, 
alpinistes, paragliders etc . . . 

Wt-/f &' Cafe 
A full satellite weather forecasting 
service, backed up by local knowledge. 

A free information service at our 
Mountain Information point 

A mountaineering school catering for 
groups and individuals, year round, 
with children's activities and 
paragliding included. 

ALL UNDER THE SAME ROOF 
Call in and see Martin, Wilf, John and 
Ruth for the best service in the area. 



MOUNTAINEERING 
BOOKS 

For a good booklist of secondhand/out 
of print books and journals on 

mountaineering and exploration, write 
to 0. Page, 29 Darnell Road, 

Edinburgh EH5 3PQ, Scotland. 
Tel. 031 552 2759. 

Wants lists welcomed. 
Good books in good condition always 

wanted to buy. 

SAVE MONEY 
MAKE YOUR OWN OUTDOOR 
CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 

Largest U.K. stockists of specialist top quality 
materials and accessories. Expert advice. 
Prompt efficient service. Trade and retail. 
SAE. catalogue. 

Pennine Outdoor 
0-m·o~B~olg18~\iiea~if~f~fiefax~018ots 

681783 

MOUNTAINEERING EXPEDITION BOOKS - used and rare. 
Send for free catalogue. J.P. Books, P.O. Box 10884, 
Portland, Oregon, 97210, USA. Tel. (503) 227-3308 

McKinley Climbers 

Fly K2 av1at1on • Complete Expedition Support 
• Comfortable Climber Bunkhouse 
• Professional Flight Service 

Staff 

EVEREST, South Col Route 1994. Expedition Services. 
Lhakpa Sherpa & Elaine Brook, HIMALAYAN TRAVEL, 

Nurses Cottage. Long Lane. Peterchurch. Hereford. HR2 OTE 
HIMALAYAN TRAVEL (0981) 550 246 (24hrs) 

Mountain Classified Rates 
Line per first 15 words 
Additional words per 5 or less 

Box Number 

Display 

per single column cm (min 3 cm) 

£7.50/$13.00 

£2.70/$4.70 

£5.00/$8.50 

£13.00/$23.50 

For bookings or additional info, please contact Rosie Smith, Mountain, 
Globe Works, Penistone Road, Sheffield S6 3AE, Tel. (0742) 822340, Fax. 
(0742) 820016 
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DELIGHTFUL DOLLIES! 
WALKING IN THE DOLOMITES £9.95 
Gillian Price 
The most comprehensive walking guide 
ever to the area. NEW! PVC Covers. 

ALTA VIA £8.25 
Martin Collins 
A guide to High Level Routes 1 and 2 
across the region. 
PVC covers. 

And coming in the summer of '92 - a 
new, expanded and updated version of 
VIA FERRATA: one of the most popular 
'scrambles' books. Watch this space! 
Add 75p p&p per book, or direct from 
your local stockist. 



BINDERS 

Why not bind your set of 
Mountain? 

These high quality maroon 
binders with grey lining , 
designed to hold two years' ( 12) 
issues of Mountain, come with 
a gold Letraset kit for personal 
referencing. 

£8.00 
£8.50 
$US14.50 

UK 
Overseas 

us 

Prices include VAT & postage 
and packing. 

Discount for bulk orders of 3 or 
more. 

£7.50 
£8.00 
$US14.00 

UK 
Overseas 

us 

Please send payment in £ sterling 
drawn on a British bank or US$ drawn 
on a US bank, to : 

Margaret Mann 
Mountain Magazine 
Globe Works 
Penistone Road 
Sheffield 
S63AE 

For anyone wishing to pay by direct 
bank transfer, our details are : 

Lloyds Bank Ltd. , Abbeydale Road 
Branch, Sheffield S7 2BG. Sort Code : 
30 -97-51 X, Account Number: 
1913403, Account Name: Mountain 
Magazine Ltd. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS We hold huge stocks of SECONDHAND AND 
NEW MOUNTAIN BOOKS; climbing/walking guides (worldwide). 

Jarvis Books (M l. 57 Smedley St\eet East, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3FO, England . 
Shop open Mon-Sat, 9.30-5.30, Sun, 12-5.30Tele : (0629) 55322, S.a.e., catalogue. BOOKS BOUGHT 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS CATALOG 
FREE CATALOG (£2 A i rmail) of New, Used & Rare Boo ks. M ounta i nee ri ng, 

Po lar, Explo ratio n. America's largest dealer . 

CHESSLER BOOKS. Box 399-86, Kitt redge, Colorado 80457 USA 
Tel. (303) 670-0093 Fax. (303) 670-9727 
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FOR 
A 

FEW 
DOLLARS 

MORE! 

You could get your Mountain 
subscription by airmail. 

us $44.00 

Europe £19.00 

Australia, Belau (Palau) , 
China , East Timar , Fiji , 
French Polynesia, Japan, 
Kiribati , Korea, Micronesia, 
Mongolia, Nauru Island, New 
Caledonia, New Zealand , 
Norfolk Island , Northern 
Mariana Islands, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Pitcairn 
Island, Samoa - American, 
Solomon Islands, Taiwan , 
Tonga, Tuvalu , Vanuatu , 
Wake Island, Wallis & Futuna 
Islands, Western Samoa. £25.00 

All other countries £23.00 

Please send payment in £ sterling 
drawn on a British bank or US$ drawn 
on a US bank, to: 

Margaret Mann 
Mountain Magazine 
Globe Works 
Penistone Road 
Sheffield 
S63AE 

For anyone wishing to pay by direct 
bank transfer, our details are: 

Lloyds Bank Ltd. , Abbeydale Road 
Branch, Sheffield S? 2BG. Sort Code: 
30-97-51 X, Account Number: 
1913403, Account Name: Mountain 
Magazine Ltd. 
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MOUNTAINEERING EXPEDlTlONS 
For 11ovices a11d experts, wit/1 Britai11 's leadi11g expedition organiser. 
Superb climbs wit/, first class leadersliip from qualified Himalaya11 
guides. Prices range from £1,290 (Elbrus August '92) to c. £10,000 
(Everest, A11t11m11 '93). Please apply for our 36 page colour brocliure 
from:- Dept. MOS 



Info 
Several lengthy periods of stable weather 
have favoured climbing in the Alps this winter. 
A few of the more significant events are 
given below with a full round-up appearing 
in the next issue. 

MONT BLANC MASSIF 
Grandes Jorasses 
Starting on 29th December at the very toe of 
the Walker Spur, Marc Batard spent the next 
nine days establishing a new route up the 
right flank, following a line of cracks and 
diedres in the vague depression that lies 
between the Cassin Routeand the icy runnels 
of the Boivin Route. A strong, cold wind had 
stripped the heavy Christmas snow from the 
face leaving the rock bare but the cracks 
heavily choked with ice (he kept warm by 
hauling 60 kg of gear which included 15 
changes of gloves!) The main difficulties, on 
the right side of the Grey Tower, were on 
excellent granite, but after his eighth bivouac, 
close to the Red Tower, Batard was forced to 
finish up the final 250m of the Cassin Route, 
as the rock on the flanks of the spur above 
this point becomes quite abysmal. 

Although an impressive solo 
performance, carried out with minimal fuss 
(no on-the-spot media coverage or radio 
contact), the route - Le Colombe et L 'Enfant 
- is unlikelytogatherthecrowds. The climbing 
of north-facing alpine rock in winter is far 
from popular and in common with the Boivin 
Route, and to a large extent the Bouvard
Gabarrou Directissima, this route would be, 
generally, impractical during the summer 
due to heavy stonefall. 

BERNESE OBERLAND 
Eiger 
Rather more attention was given to the first 
female so lo winter ascent of the classic 1938 
Route by Catherine Destivelle. Having 
followed Jeff Lowe's progress on his new 
route in 1991, she decided that this year 
would be her turn. On 9th March she started 
up the wall with two 50m ropes but little else 
in the way of food and equipment. It had 
snowed the previous night and there were 
still a few flakes in the air as she began her 
ascent at 5.30 am. By 3.00 pm she had 
reached the Ramp where surprisingly dry 
conditions aided her progress. The Exit 
Cracks were reached at 7.00 pm and climbed 
by head-torch. On short sections of the 
route, she used a self-belaying technique, 
but in order to save time simply cut off the 
part of the rope in use and abandoned it, 
rather than descend to release the belay. Her 
judgement in this matter proved correct and 
she emerged from the final pitch trailing two 
5m tails! At 10.30 pm after a rapid 17 hours 
of climbing she arrived on the summit to be 
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met by Jeff Lowe and a welcome sack full of 
bivi gear, no doubt providing a brief respite 
before having to endure the inevitable media 
extravaganza that followed. 

VALAIS 
Monte Rosa 
Of all the great icy walls in the Alps, the East 
Flank of this peak has dimensions that 
compare most favourably with those 
exhibited by many of the austere faces 
throughout the Himalaya. This winter Bojan 
Pockar returned to add another new line to 
the left of his 1990 route Gringo on the 
Signalkuppe. Approaching via the 
Macugnaga telepherique, amenable 
conditions on the glacier allowed Pockarand 
MatjazJamnik to reach the overhanging wall 
of the rimaye they climbed unroped for 4 
hours (500m and 55°) up the ice slope to the 
left of the Gardin Route, to reach the 
prominent spur clearly visible on this side of 
the face, where they bivouaced at 3600m. 
Next day they continued unroped for 200m 
(60°-80°) before 7 difficult pitches through 
the rocky barrier at the top of the spur (one 
AO, two VI+ and the rest VI-NI with icy 
runnels up to 85°) led to the ice slopes close 
to the Cresta Signal. Working up right in 
deteriorating weather they joined the 1931 
Lagarde/Davies Route and followed ii to the 
top. From here the easiest way off the 
mountain is to cross the Colle del Lys and 
descended the straightforward glacier to the 
Alagna telepherique at 3200m. After a night 
spent in the Margherita hut on the summit, 
the next day provided an 8 hour epic as the 
climbers fought their way down featureless 
ground in blizzard conditions. No Pasaran 
(1400m: ED2) is thought to be one of the 
hardest and biggest mixed routes created in 
this region of the Alps during the last few 
winters. However, the proximity of the Cresta 
Signal must allow several points of escape 
from both this and the line of Gringo. 

DOUVES BLANCHES 
Further information on the new route climbed 
last September by Guy Baudat and Yvan 
Moix on the S Face of the S Summit. This 
face rises 540m above the Bertol glacier and 
has a prominent red pillar in its upper section, 
formed by two consecutive buttresses and 
leading to Pt 3580m on the SW Ridge. Dedale 
au Pitier (D+:5.5h) takes a direct line up a 
small rib and easy slabs to reach the pillar, 
then climbs the crest by a succession of 6-7 
fine exposed pitches. 15 minutes scrambling 
along the upper SW ridge leads to the summit 
(3641 m). Due to easy access from the Bertol 
hut (or direct from Arolla) and with the 
difficulties at an accessible standard (lll=IV+ 
in the lower section and IV-V+ on the pillar) 
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and partially protected by in-situ pegs, this 
could prove a popular addition to the middle
grade rock routes in the region. 

DOLOMITES 
Marmolada D'Ombretta 
Yet more information on that route! The Fish 
had a probable second winter ascent by 
Slovenian climbers Janez Kesnar and Marko 
Prezelj. Together with a friend , with whom 
they maintained radio contact throughout 
the climb, they broke trail to the foot of the 
face on 4th March and fixed the first 150m, 
retiring to a bivouac close to the Falier hut. 
The next day, in dry though cold conditions, 
they were able to reach the second big terrace 
by 9.00 pm (last two pitches by head-torch). 
On the 6th it began to snow. Despite nasty 
conditions in the Exit chimneys only four 
hours were needed to reach the summit 
cableway, into which they escaped, from a 
now full-scale blizzard. The climbers found 
the route almost completely equipped with 
pegs, negotiated the difficulties at VII and A3 
and made the majority of aid moves on 
skyhooks. They felt thatthe possibilities for 
good nut/friend placements were fairly rare 
but recommend tarrying a selection of both! 
Lindsay Griffin 

Above: Catherine Destivelle 
on the Ramp, Eiger North 
Face, during her solo winter 
ascent. Photo: Rene Roberti 
Gamma Sport. 
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Above: Paulo Bastos 
repeating his own fierce 
Urubti Sacana (5.12c) on 
Pedra do Urubu. Photo Andre 
/Iha. 
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BRAZIL - 1992 
The time has come for another report on 
Brazilian climbing. Great recent 
achievements and many worthy new routes 
seem somewhat overshadowed though by a 
visible decline in ethics and , even worse, in 
care for the rock environment. 

"French style" is the answer, illustrated by 
beautiful pictures (this cannot be denied) in 
foreign magazines. Poor France, she couldn 't 
possibly be blamed for so much damage. All 
the attitudes and "techniques" which are 
quickly casting down the carefully built 
framework of traditional climbing : rap
bolting , chipped holds, resin holds on natural 
rock etc. -have had their local manifestations. 
In comparison , competitions on artificial 
walls can be said to be a minor and relatively 
harmless disease: nobody outside the 
showroom will be affected after all. 

However, the most obvious cases of 
environmental impact provoked by climbers 
in Brazil have been the systematic removal of 
thick layers of ultra-specialized and often 
rare (endemic) plants and associated fauna 
to produce new routes. This practice has 
been the subject of much discussion and 
some controversy. At least most people 
have now finally° realised that climbing , in 
environmental terms , is a potentially 

BRAZIL 

Brazil Faces Serious 
Environmental Problems 
Caused by Climbers 
dangerous activity. 

Yet another matter of concern is the 
smuggling of some of these species , 
particularly bromeliads and orchids, which 
can fetch amazingly high prices in the black 
market of plants, to foreign collectors. Some 
climbers were involved in such deplorable 
episodes, like in the case of a very scarce 
bromeliad ( Tillandsia grazielae) removed in 
substantial quantities from Pedra do Pastor, 
Petr6polis. As far as it is known up to now, 
this plant only occurs in nature on the rocky 
face of that mountain, being an extreme case 
of endemism. The removal of so many 
individuals represented a significant setback 
to its overall natural population. Thus there 
are two ways of looking at such extraordinary 
diversity of wildlife: as a hindrance to one's 
climbing projects , in spite of our immense 
reserves of clean and unclimbed rock, or as 
a unique wealth to be preserved forever. The 
second option seems to prevail , but the 
problem is that a single mindless person can 
be responsible for endangering a whole 
species. 

Rio de Janeiro City 
Now let's turn to the sunny side of things. 
The visit of Patrick Edlingerto Rio de Janeiro 
caused a considerable frisson among his 
many local fans, but to their deception the 
French superstar did very little actual climbing 
during his brief stay in the city. That was 
enough though to impress those who 
watched him bouldering or repeating short 
routes like Gut Ding Braucht Weil (F7a/7a+), 
on Morro da Babilonia. 
On the same wall Marcelo Braga has rappeled 
down from ADNand Bosch-drilled a variation 
start to that route , calling his piece 
Aminoacido (Vlll/5.12-). It is a fun athletic 
problem, which has received several repeats 
since then. The same happened when Antonio 
Paulo Farias rap-bolted an existing top-rope 
problem immediately right of Antiacido, his 
route being still unnamed (Vl/5.10b). It 
consists of a steep edging sequence on 
small dubious flakes , a real thrill. Both lines 
could have been easily done from the ground 
up. Antiacido (Vlsup/5.10c/d) , in turn , has 
been put up by Ronalda Paes and Antonio 
Carlos Meyer - its superb crux sequence 
would be a hit had the bolts been placed 
within human reach . Even so, ii deserves a 
try. 

Acido Formica (VII l/5.12a) is an edging line 
that starts just to the right of Acido Latico, 
gets to the first bolt of this route and then 
goes up the overhanging face above, work of 
Alexandre Portela and Andre llha, another 
popular climb. llha has also done, after 
several tries, Acido Nitrico (VI 11/5.12) , a route 
with a serious ground fall potential. 
On Morro da Babilonia's main wall Mario 
Arnaud and Oswaldo Pereira put up Vilma 
Amaud(4° IVsup/5.8) , a4-5 pitch long edging 
route between IV-Centenarioand Roda-Viva. 
Portela and Luis Claudio Bittencourt did a 
fine three-pitch variation start to Contrapino, 
on the North Face of Pao de AGucar (Sugar 
Loaf). It is called Caixinha de Surpresas (6° 
VI 1/5.11 a), is all edging and , apart from one 
nut placement, completely protected by bolts. 
On the huge spur leaned against the South 
Face of the mountain , Ronalda Paes linked 
Stop to Limiar da Loucura via Limiar das 
Lacas (VI lsup/5.11 ), a siren uous face route. 
It is not known who did the first free ascent, 
but as the holds don't cease to break on this 
one , the grade displays an upward trend. 
This is not the problem of Urubu a Vista (VII/ 
5.11 ), a pumping variation start to Lagartao, 
rap-bolted by Nilton Soares who fixed bolts 
even beside the excellent crack taken by the 
route on its first half. 

Harmonia Saliva (7° VI I sup A-2/5.11 A-
2) , work of Portela, Bittencourt, Meyer and 
Sergio fartari is a line through the big roofs 
beneath the righthand portion of Pao de 
AGucar's South Face. It is a varied route with 
mixed protection (bolts and nuts) and some 
aid when things got too tough. An abseil bolt 
was placed immediately after the lip of the 
roof to avoid damage - and unpleasant 
gardening - to the compact vegetation sheet 
above. 

Oswaldo Pereira and friends have put up 
a series of short and very easy bolt-protected 
face routes on the wall that exists under the 
restaurant atop Morro da Urea. To the right 
of these he also did , along with Jose Zaib and 
Tarcisio Resende, Caixa de Ressonancia 
(IVsup/5.8) , a full edging pitch . Still on 
Morro da Urea, but on the opposite side, 
Tartari and Meyer soloed Purple (3° II lsup/ 
5.7) , between Vermelhoand Arco-Iris. Later 
Pereira, not aware of their previous ascent, 
re-climbed the route with bolts for protection, 
calling it then lnfravermelho. 

The bolts chopped from Urubu-Mestre, 
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on Pedra do Urubu, have been replaced , and 
the route now goes completely free at 5.12b/ 
c - tiny edging and smearing up a very steep 
knobby wall. To the right of Energetic 
Elements Paulo Bastos red-pointed Urubu 
Sacana (IX/5.12c), a fierce edging climb and 
an aesthetic line indeed. On a nearby boulder 
Bastos top-roped Express/Io Corpora/(5.12) , 
a very elegant overhanging sequence, as 
suggested by the name. 

To the left of Southern Comfort, Wolfgang 
Gullich's desperate problem (F Ba/b) on Pedra 
do Urubu, Bittencourt (that boy again) did a 
new "route" with the aid of some plastic 
holds. This is perhaps the worst form of 
degredation of the rock environment which 
can be committed by a climber and is, in this 
author's opinion [and his Editor's!], 
unjustifiable under any circumstances. 

1990 (4° IVsup/5.8) , on Morro do 
Cantagalo, is a four-pitch edging route that 
starts right beneath the entrance of a busy 
road tunnel , and is the work of Alcine Falcao 
and Edilson Catarino. 

lnsustentavel Leveza do Ser (6° VII sup/ 
5.11 c) is a superb five-pitch friction route on 
Morro do Su mare. It starts between Madame 
Sat/I and Via das Duvidas, then crosses the 
latter to finish at the easy lower angle upper 
slabs of the wall. Authors were Dalton 
Chiarelli , Rosangela Gelly, Eduardo Sodre 
and Pedro Galiano. 

Portela has freed Perdidos no Espa9oand 
reduced the aid on Nas Ondas do Sumareto 
one point at the end of the bolt ladder. Both 
routes lie on Corcovado, and while the former 
possesses a hard 5.12 crux, still unrepeated, 
the latter goes at 5.11 c/d, offering a steep 
and enjoyable edging sequence past the 
bolts of the aid section. 

The rocky side of Morro da Catacumba, in 
spite of its relatively easy access and fine
looking possible new lines, had been left 
surprisingly untouched until recently, with 
the exception of a beautiful 5.10 pitch 
following a steep crystal dike, work of Bruno 
Menescal , Rodolphe Pajuaba and Sergio 
Tartari. Above, however, there was a lot of 
good climbing still to be done, which was 
finally completed by llha and Lucia Duarte. 
Veias Abertas (6° Vllsup/5.11 c) , the final 
result, is a climb that will certainly become 
quite popular due to its plentiful overhanging 
but well-protected edging moves. 

The same party climbed a 50m variation 
start to Sombra e Agua Fresca, on lrmao 
Menor do Leblon : Krakatoa (IVsup/5.8) 
follows an obvious naturally-protected crack 
system which provides mostly lay-backing 
but also some jamming and chimneying , 
then a bolted face section to join the main 
line. 

Marco Vidon and Helena Ballot put up 
Almas Rebe/des (4° Vl/5.1 Ob) , on Morro da 
Penha, a very interesting edging and friction 
route to the left of the old one Penha. After 
80m the route finishes at a church atop the 
cliff - strongly recommended for religious 
climbers. 

No less than four new face routes have 
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been added to Pico da Tijuca, in the Tijuca 
National Park. They are all of good quality 
and protected by bolts, half open from the 
ground up and the others rap-bolted . Celso 
Campos (6° Vll /5.11 a) , which falls into the 
first category, was established by Flavio 
Gondim and Gilmar Vieira and has many 
enjoyable edging and friction moves to offer. 
Galiano, Roberto Groba and Antonio Carlos 
Almeida followed Vereda Tropical up to the 
end of the initial bolt-ladder then traversed 
left before going straight up again to produce 
Louvado Seja Deus (4° V/5.9) , a worthy but 
seldom repeated route. 

Still on Pico da Tijuca is the partially rap
bolted Lagarto Lamb/Io (6° VI 1/5.11 a) , by 
Marcello Ramos and several friends. After 
the initial rightward traverse (crux) , the route 
goes up a sustained sequence of delicate 
edging and smearing moves before reaching 
Magia Vertical, where it ends. To its right 
there is also now Excaliburro, of similar 
features but much harder (it is believed to be 
in the 5.11 +/5.12- range). A rap-bolted piece 
by Marcello Ramos and friends, no further 
details available . 

On the walls beneath the small granite 
caves inside the Park we now have Harvey 
(V/5.9), a lay-backing crack originally climbed 
- but not completed - by Fabio da Silveira 
with clean protection, and laterfinished, with 
bolts, by Chiarelli , Galiano, Juratan Camara 
and Maurfcio Mota. To the left of the entrance 
of the Morcego Cave , llha and Duarte 
discovered and climbed a spectacular 55m 
diagonal wide crack, which yielded them 
Fruto Proibido (7° Vlsup/5.10 2pts) . Clean
protected, this route will surely receive its 
first free ascent soon. 

Bom Crioulo (4° V/5.9) is a face route on 
Pedra dos Cabritos , Prainha Beach , 
accomplished by Pereira, Arnaud and six 
others. Completely bolt-protected, it finishes 
at Paulo de Faria. 

On Morro de Nossa Senhora da Pena, 
Galiano, Soares, Jose Carlos Robert and 
Luis Antonio Souza were responsible for 
Francisco de Assis (6° Vllsup/5.11 b/c) , an 
interesting bolt-protected line to the right of 
Carlos Trindade, first free ascent by llha. 
This fine wall , made of light gneiss criss
crossed by countless crystal dikes, now 
sports a collection of very fine face lines in 
the 5.8-5.11 range , with an average length of 
1 OOm. There still remains great scope here 
for further development. 

Chiarelli , Gelly and Sod re put up two good 
new face routes on Pedra da Panela, both 4 ° 
IVsup/5.8 . On Feijao Tropeiro, 1 OOm, they 
were accompanied by Flavio Peixoto, and 
Pata no Tucupi, which is slightly longer, is 
next right to the excellent Jaba com Jeri mum. 

Friburgo 
Salinas Valley 
Sergio Tartari and Alexandre Portela along 
with some friends have put up a series of 
long and bold free routes at the Salinas 
Valley, which has strengthened the area's 
reputation of offering fine adventurous 

climbing in a wonderful setting. 
The most impressive of them all is perhaps 

Cabe9a Dinossauro (7° Vllsup/5.11c) on 
Pico Maier de Friburgo, a 620m long route 
which counts with scant protection on most 
pitches. It is basically a steep face route on 
solid rock, with occasional lay-backing 
passages, on the imposing North East side 
of the mountain. The Wa//(7°VII A-3/5.11 A-
3) , to its right, is technically harder but much 
better protected. It is approximately the 
same length as Cabe9a Dinossauro and is of 
similar nature except for some relatively 
delicate aid sections. Tartari and Portela 
were accompanied by Bittencourt and 
Francisco Hartman on this one. 

Portela, Tartari and Antonio Carlos Meyer 
have soloed simultaneously a 200m long 
variation to the East Face Route of Pico 
Maier, naming it Ra9a Boa, a face line too. 
Another recent variation to that route is 
Psilocybe (both 3° Ill sup/5. 7) , a 330m long 
climb that begins well to the right of the main 
route and tends to the left until joining it at a 
large vegetated ledge. 

Nearby, Capacete has also received much 
attention . Portela and Bittencourt, for 
example , found their run-out Meninos 
Perdidos (5° Vsup/5.1 Oa) to the right of the 
North Face Route: more than 400 metres of 
varied face and crack climbing completely 
clean-protected which , at least on one pitch , 
means no protection at all. Retreat is virtually 
impossible on this one , though an escape 
leftwards traverse into the North Face Route 
has already been used by Portela and his 

Below: Luis Claudio Cortez 
"resting" on Acido Nitrico at 
Morro da Babilonia, Rio de 
Janeiro. Photo: Andre /Iha. 
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Below: Alex Duboc on the first ascent of Le Sens de la Vie (Be) at Les Goudes in the Calanques. Photo: Jean-Marc Troussier. 

girlfriend Katia Ribeiro. 
Marcello Ramos has retrobolted (four 

pieces) his own Fata Morgana, hoping to 
make it tastier for the masses, but the 
masses still keep their distance from it 
while more adventurous climbers 
regretted this addition. Portela and 
Bittencourt, along with Lilian White and 
Vania Leimig , did a 180 metre long clean
protected variation to it called Samba do 
Crioulo Doido (5 ° IVsup/5.8) , a necky 
though not too difficult lead. Still on the 
North Face of Capacete , Antonio Carlos 
Almeida, Mario Arnaud and Roberto G roba 
established Roberta Groba (4° Vl/5.1 Oa/ 
b) , a 450m face line. Finally, Tartari has 
soloed a new route on the compact wall to 
the right of Rodolfo Chermont, no other 
details available yet. 

A sad note is the death of a young local 
climber, Sergio Jacu de Oliveira, while 
retreating from the East Face Route of 
Pico Maior during a severe storm. The 
sudden drop of temperature combined 
with deficient gear apparently disturbed 
his judgement of the situation, and he fell 
to his death during one of the last rappels 
down the mountain. His partner spent a 
cold miserable night atthefoot of the wall 
and next morning set out to raise help. 
Sergio Tartari and his brother Giovanni 
recovered the body. 
Andre llha 
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Calanques Under 
Threat Fron, 
Developers 
The new Land Repossession 
Scheme for Marseilles is seriously 
threatening the Calanques, a listed 

site. 
1. The coastline from Marseilles to 

Cassis (up to Port-Pin): new NDP 
zone involving " marine leisure 
amenities and buildings required for 
their operation'". Moreover, 
economically-oriented buildings 
may be authorised, on condition that 
they have an interest in the 
development of tourism of the 
Commune and do not exceed a 
height of 6 metres. It is therefore 
possible that landing stages, sailing 
clubs and small bars may appear at 
... En Vau! ... Sugiton!! 

2. Les Goudes, Callelongue, 
Sormiou: the "cabanons'" (small 
huts) which are part of the cultural 
and historical heritage of Marseilles, 
to be pulled down to make way for 1 O 
metre high blocks, marinas and the 
largest european scuba diving 

complex. 
3. Vaufreges, Luminy: 

construction of buildings which 
could be as high as 16 metres. This 
is, in fact, the nesting site and hunting 
ground of the famous pair of Bonelli 
Eagles. 

Over 20,000 letters and petitions 
have been collected from the people 
of Marseilles, from the French in 
other regions, from the Swiss, indeed 
even Americans, in the defence of 
the Calanques. 

A new association has been 
created: "Union Calanques-Littoral '" 
(Calanques-Coastline Union). It is 

sponsored byCosina, theClubAlpin 
Francais, the . Excursionnistes 
Marseillais etc and represents all the 
Nature Conservation associations. 
On 11 February 1992, over 1000 
people from Marseilles were 
gatheredtogetherbytheassociation, 
to inform them of developments. 
Among those present were 

scientists, marine environment and 
ecology experts. The celebrities 
included Jacques Mayol, holder of 
the world record for deep sea diving 
in an apnoea and inspiration behind 
and technical advisor to the film "Le 
Grand Bleu'", Robert Falco, friend 
and associate of Commander 
Jacques-Yves Cousteau and captain 
of the famous Calypso for decades. 
Others who travelled to the meeting 
were university researchers, 
climbers and ramblers. Everyone 
came to givetestimonyto thefragility 
of the site (small and close to a big 

city), the pleasure of having this 
"paradise'" right next to the second 
largest city in France, the wealth of 
flora and fc'luna, and the urgent need 
. to protect it. 

We need a lot of support and 
testimonies. You can help us by 
writing to the following address: 

Union Calanques-Littoral, 174 
Boulevard du Redon, 13009 
Marseilles. 

You can also write as many letters 
of protest and disapproval as you 
wish, to the authorities in Marseilles 
at the following address: 
AGAM, 271 Corniche J F Kennedy, 
13007 Marseilles. 
Bernard Vaucher 
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Andy Fanshawe was killed in a fall while 
climbing Eagle Ridge, Lochnagar in the 
Cairngorms on 14th March. He was 28 
years old . One of Britain 's most 
outstanding mountaineers, he was 
universally respected and liked in the 
climbing community for his immense 
enthusiasm and essential kindness. 

He was born in Helsby, Cheshire 
and was introduced to the hills at an 
early age by his parents who were keen 
walkers. Whilst attending Wilmslow 
Grammar School he took an active part 
in the school 's climbing and walking 
club , visiting the gritstone edges of 
Derbyshire and Cheshire from the age 
of fifteen . He was confronted with 
tragedy early in his climbing career, 
when a master from the school, taking 
him and other youngsters up Sharp 
Edge on Blencathra in the Lake District, 
in snow conditions, slipped and fell to 
his death. His enthusiasm for climbing 
wasnotdiminished. ln1980heclimbed 
his first extreme, characteristically going 
straight in at E2 on VectoratTremadog, 
falling off three times on the awkward 
crux on the top pitch, before finally 
climbing it. 

In 1981 he entered the Royal School 
of Mines in London studying geology. 
His enthusiasm for climbing was 
unabated with weekend forays to 
Scotland. For his first route on the Ben, 
he tried Point Five but was forced to 
back down. He displayed his 
organisational ability, becoming 
Secretary and then Vice President of the 
Imperial College Mountaineering Club. 
He also led his first expedition in this 
period, going to Ecuador to make the 
first ascent of the West Ridge of El 

Obispo(5,319m), the first solo ascent of 
Monja Grande(5, 160m) and the second 
ascent of Fraille Occidental (5,050 
metres.), with an ascent of Chimborazo 

and a quick dash down to Peru with 
Mark Dickson to climb Huascaran, with 
two packets of biscuits and two tins of 
sardines for rations - they were so broke. 

On leaving university he worked for 
a short time in mining engineering in 
South Africa and then for RTZ Oil and 
Gas in Britain, but a life in and around 
climbing was becoming increasingly 
important to him. He had his first full 
season in the Alps in 1985 starting the 
holiday in the Dolomites with the Preuss 

Crack and Yellow Edge, then moving on 
to the Oberland to make an attempt on 
the North Face Direct of the Gspalthorn. 

He was washed off it by a violent storm 
but returned a few days later to climb 
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the North Face Direct of the Grassham. 

He finished the season in Chamonix, 
forming a partnership with John Taylor, 
climbing the South West Pillar of the 

Drus and the North Ridge Direct of the 
Droites. 

He then embarked on his most 
challenging project yet, an expedition 
to make the first traverse, alpine-style, 
of the magnificent twin peaked 
Chogolisa (7 ,654m) in the Karakoram. 
It was an ambitious venture for a first 
Himalayan trip but the five-man team 
seemed so determined and well 
organised that they received the Nick 
Estcourt Memorial Award. The climb 
was successful, a particularly bold 
ascent in the best style by the five 
participants. Andy got slight frost bite 
on the traverse and therefore decided 
to head for home, while three members 
of the team attempted an ascent of 
Broad Peak. Tragically, a cornice 

collapsed under Liam Elliot, and he fell 
to his death down the East Face. 

Andy took up the post of National 
Officer of the British Mountaineering 
Council on his return. His enthusiasm 
and openness enabled him to relate 
effectively to the young climbers, the 
older members of the climbing fraternity 
who sat on the committees, and also 
officials of various government 
departments, cheerfully cutting through 
red tape and making things happen. 
He hosted a series of successful visits 
by foreign climbers and an international 
jamboree for young climbers from all 
over the world. 

It was during this period that he was 
caught in an avalanche when on the 
way down from the summit of Ben Nevis 
in bad weather. His partner and best 
friend, John Taylor, was killed and he 
was severely injured and yet within four 
months he was climbing hard once 
again, leading rock routes of E5 standard 
for the first time. 

In 19881 had the good fortune to get 
to know him well when he came on an 
expedition I led to Menlungtse in Tibet. 
Together with Alan Hinkes he made the 
first ascent of the West Peak - another 
bold and determined piece of climbing. 
The following year he led an expedition 
to Maka/u. Although heavy snows forced 
them to abandon their attempt to make 
a complete traverse of the mountain, he 
made made the first ascent of Peak 4 

(6,720m) with Ulric Jessop, a push of 
three days hard technical climbing up 
its South Ridge. 

Andy left the BMC in 1990 and took 

Andy Fanshawe 

on a job as Joint Fund Raising Director 
for the Barrow Hospital Scanner Appeal. 
He approached it with characteristic 
energy and helped raise £1.5 million. It 
was in this year that he married Caroline 
Jerran and moved up to the Eden Valley 
in Cumbria. Although he went two years 
without a Himalayan expedition, he 
made lightning forays to the Alps in the 
winters of 1990 and 1991, climbing the 
North Face of the Elger and the Croz 

Spur of the Grandes Jorasseswith Ulric 
Jessop. His first book, Coming Through, 

describing his three expeditions, was 
published in 1990. 

He was full of plans for the future, 
working on an ambitious book 
describing the 40 best alpine-style 
climbs in the Himalaya and planning an 
alpine-style ascent of the North Ridge of 

K2 
Andy was a brilliant and forceful climber, 
a talented writer and had become an 
excellent organiser. Above all he was a 
person whose enthusiasm, warmth and 
essential kindness had earned universal 
affection and respect" He will be sorely 
missed by everyone who had the 
privilege of knowing him. 
Chris Bonington 

Photo: Alan Hinkes 
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British Telecom Go 
Cosmic 

Above: Makalu West Face Expedition leader Nick Mason (centre) with Head 
Sherpa Ang Jangbo (left) and Operations Manager Sonam Gyalpo (right). 
Below: John Humphries of the BBC fronts for BT at the launch of the Makalu 
Expedition. Photo: Ed Douglas. 
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Some boffin with a brain the size of 
Manchester has recently discovered ripples 
in something called 'cosmic microwave 
background radiation' thanks to a satellite 
somewhere in space and an industrial 
strength slide-rule. The upshot of it all , as I 
understand it, is that humanity is still an 
insignificant pimple on the face of eternity 
but that now the universe has a one-way 
ticket to oblivion just like the rest of us. 
Which convinces me that while God may 
have been relegated to playing Santa Claus 
with a conscience, the Cosmic Joker is alive 
and kicking. 

Nowhere more so than in Telecom Tower, 
that needle of capitalism stuck in the hide of 
a country that needs dark glasses and a stiff 
drink to open its phone bills. Last February, 
BT invited the nation's media (peripheral) 
and Mountain (v. important), to attend the 
press launch of an expedition which needs 
that boffin with the brain the size of 
Manchester and the slide-rule justto calculate 
how much it would cost and how many 
porters it would need. 

The other revelation I've struck upon is 
that the leader of this expedition is a time
lord, who no doubt feels happiest surfing 
those cosmic waves. Nick Mason's West 
Face of Makalu trip had been a rumour for 
some time but details, first available after the 
boys had jumped into the Tard is and nipped 
over to Kathmandu, revealed a certain 
penchant for seventies-style siege tactics. 
British mountaineering has prided itself in 
recent years for its lightweight image and 
studied air of amateurism, in contrast to the 
media-hype currently in vogue on the 
Continent. 

BT have changed all that. Their press 
conference, with a live link across the space
time continuum, was ·full of superlatives. 
Biggest! Best-equipped! Team-work! Quietly 
confident! The last phrase, relayed on more 
than one occasion via satellite from K-du, is 
delightful. Big-wall climbing between 7500m 
and 8300m on a face that had Voytek Kurtyka, 
Alex MacIntyre and Jerzy Kukuczka 
bamboozled. Twenty minutes of research 
into this project would turn quiet confidence 
into abject terror. 

Nick knows all this, of course, but if you 
found a sponsor willing to h,and over a quarter 
of a million pounds ($400,000) would you 
point out the drawbacks of the enterprise? 
Especially a sponsor who doesn't feel the 
need to make any enquiries about your 
credentials? Nobody included in the BT 
handout had been to a 7K peak, let alone one 
of 8K. Their big wall experience is minimal. 

BT didn't know them from Adam, and failed 
to contactthe BMC, the MEF or any nationally 
known figure. Not that I'm criticising the 
boys. I hope they have a good laugh and get 
oodles of gear out of it. I, and most climbers 
I've spoken to about it, would love access to 
that amount of the real thing. You could fund 
ten years' Alpine-style Himalayan trips on 
that kind of cash. 

It's the hypocrisy of it that really offends. 
The BT Makalu Expedition makes British 
mountaineers look like dinosaurs, but that's 
OK. They're big boys and can look after 
themselves. But this trip billed itself as eco
friendly. With 420 porters, fixed ropes, 
oxygen, satellite equipment and stacks of 
gear, the only way that this trip was going to 
be eco-friendly was if Nick and the gang 
drove directly to a recycling plant and cut out 
the middle man. In this case , the mountain 
itself. 

The real reason for laying on the jaunt was 
there for all to see in BT's promotional 
literature. Most of the press releases 
concerned which satellite they were using, 
and what a technological marvel it all was. 
They even said it was the first such broadcast 
which was such a cosmic porkie I couldn't 
believe they would stand up and talk to us. 
Which, of course, they didn't. They got the 
BBC to do it. Todaypresenter John Humphries 
led the psycho-babble that passed as a news 
conference, struggling to gloss over the fact 
that half the technology didn't work, and that 
there were journalists there who actually 
knew what kind of gig it was. 

The BBC use satellites. INTELSAT, the 
satellite being used to transmit pictures, was 
repositioned to carry them from Makalu. BT 
are no charity. They made thousands of 
workers redundant the week before the 
Telecom Tower press conference, some of 
whom might wonder why Nick Mason gets 
£250,000 and they get the sack. There's a 
link here, although it doesn't involve all those 
jobless telephone men and women. It involves 
the_ BBC, who fronted BT's press launch and 
who are currently saturating the airwaves on 
TV and Radio with news of the team's 
progress, and BT. I don't know what that link 
is, but I know this. Leading Space Cadet Nick 
Mason doesn't rate highly in it, and 
mountaineering rates even lower. BT did no 
research because they don 't give a damn. 
They've got free advertising. What the BBC 
got we can only guess at. Mountaineers have 
every right to go after sponsorship, but 
somewhere out there, deep in space, is a 
cosmic line that must not be crossed. The 
trouble is that it may already have been. -
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No Payne 
No Gain 
Eastern Electricity 
BMC National Officer Roger Payne 
leaves for Pakistan this month to 
attempt a new line on Broad Peak 
(8051 m). With him will be his wife, 
Julie-Ann Clyma, Allen Fyffe and 
BMC colleague lain Peter. The trip 
is reml\l"kable, beyond the serious 
mountaineering challenge, because 
of the intended installation of a 
small hydro-electric generator at 
the village of Hotto, on their 
approach march. 
While many climbers are 
increasingly aware of improving 
their environmental record , this 
expedition will take things a stage 
further by improving local 
inhabitants ' conditions. "The 
origins of the idea," Roger explains, 
"lie in our trip to the Gasherbrums 
in 1987 when we thought we could 
do something of local benefit, so we 
got in touch with the Aga Khan's 
Rural Support Programme." Payne, 
again with Julie-Ann, had just made 
the first British and New Zealand 
ascents of Gasherbrum II (8035m), 
but their idea of contributing to the 
villages along their approach route 
had to wait. At that time the Aga 
Khan 's scheme was still in its 
infancy and it was felt that local 
people should find their own 
solutions rather than depend on 
Western support. Now that things 
are more firmly established outside 
help is welcome. 
The generator project and 
expedition are being sponsored by 
Eastern Electricity and the former 
was developed with the assistance 
of Intermediate Technology and 
Nottingham Polytechnic. They will 
provide technical advice during the 
installation in the form of Nigel 
Smith , a senior research fellow. 
The generator, rigorously tested in 
the Yorkshire Dales with the co
operation of the National Trust, can 
be serviced locally and repaired 
with parts readily available in Asia. 
The team hope to add a further 
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generator when they return to the 
Karakoram next year to attempt 
K2. 
The partnership of Payne and Clyma, 
while obviously being a lot closer 
than most, is also a long established 
one. The two met in the Cordillera 
Blanca in 1985 and have since 
climbed together in Nepal, Alaska 
and the former Soviet Union as well 
as climbing Gasherbrum II in 1987, 

the year they were married. Clyma, 
originally from New Zealand, now 
works at the Christie Hospital in 
Manchester. Her record as an 
Alpinist is outstanding but as Roger 
says, "I feel sad that some people 
assume that Julie-Ann only goes 
climbing because of me, which is 
obviously not the case. She was a 
brilliant climber in her own right 
before we met." 

The Elusive Phillimore 
For twenty years after retiring from the 
Survey of India, Colonel Reginald Henry 
Phillimore stayed on. Sifting his way 
through the accumulated paperwork of 
two centuries, he had set himself to 
chronicle the exploration and early 
triangulation of the subcontinent. By the 
year of his death, 1946, he had just 
completed the fifth and final volume of 
his mammoth HISTORICAL RECORD 
OF THE SURVEY OF INDIA. It covered 
the period 1844 to 1861 , especially 
interesting for the discovery and 
measurement of the world's highest 
mountains, Everest and K2amongthem, 
as well as for the stories of native 
explorers - the so-called 'pundits' who 
gathered intelligence for the Survey in 
forbidden areas. The volume was 
printed, copies stacked for distribution, 
when word came from the Indian 
Government that the whole issue was to 
be suppressed. Those complimentary 
copies that had already gone out were 

hastily recalled, and it is widely believed 
that at sometime over the following years, 
the whole impounded and deteriorating 
stock was pulped. 

The cause for such extreme action 
is believed to be historical border 
information so sensitive that the embargo 
on it remains to this day No more than 
a handful of copies escaped destruction. 
One was Phillimore's own, which he'd 
sent to his sister in England; this now 
resides in the library of his old regiment. 
Another left India with a retiring survey 
officer and found its way eventually on 
to the shelves of the Royal Geographical 
Society, where it may be consulted but 
not reproduced A handful more are 
known in academic institutions or private 
collections around the world. The book's 
rarity makes it one of the most sought
after items in Centrar Asian literature. 
(Even without V, a set of Phillimore will 
set you back a -couple of thousand 
pounds, and in India now all volumes 

Julie-Ann C/yma with 
husband Roger Payne 
Photo: Payne. 
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Fanny 
Fund 
Mountain had planned to 

publish news this issue of a 

British expedition to K2, and a 

brief interview with its leader, 

Andy Fanshawe , but recent 

tragic events mean that instead 

we are bringing you details of 

a fund in memory of a 

charismatic and talented man. 

Chris Bonington 's obituary 

reveals that although Andy's 

time was so brief, he managed 

to pack in more than a whole 

lifetime's worth. Shortly before 

his death, he had become 

increasingly aware of his good 

fortune in being able to pursue 

his chosen sport and more fully 

understood the way others had 

inspired him, as he in his turn 

inspired others. 

The Andy Fanshawe 

Memorial Fundwillallowthose 

who would not otherwise have 

such opportunities to develop 

an interest in mountaineering 

and the other associated 

activities which Andy enjoyed. 

While details of how the money 

will be spent have yet to be 

finalised , the principle of 

giving others the means to 

enjoy the outdoors is one Andy 

approved of. If you wish to 

contribute to this idea , please 

send a cheque made payable 

to the Andy Fanshawe 

Memorial Fund to A.F.M.F., 1 

Trinity Courtyard , Newcastle

upon-Tyne, NE6 HS. 
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Phillimore . .. 

are back on the restricted list.) 
Some years ago a photocopy of the 

elusive volume was obtained by a 
scholoar and from this, more recently, 
the well-known Californian bibliophile 
John Boyle has lovingly recreated a 
facsimile of the original. He's had it 
bound - as that was- in green buckram, 
and embossed with the same 
emblematic designs. But though 
identical in appearance, Boyle's Volume 
V should outlive its predecessor, printed 
as it is on acid-free paper. 

Chances of an official reprint of this 
important document remain slim unless 
the Government of India has a sudden 
change of heart. But an interesting 
situation could develop in 1996. If (by 
virtue of its existence in libraries and the 
fact that it has been often quoted) 
Phillimore V can be seen as a 'published 
work', then 50 years from the death of its 
author, it ought to pass out of copyright. 
That would open the way for ful ler 
extracts to be reproduced, or maybe 
even a total reprint outside of India. 
Conversely, if the volume were deemed 
never to have been published at all, 
there there would be no copyright to 
lapse: Phillimore V - despite its various 
manifestations - simply does not exist. 

Rope That Says 'Ouch!' 
Quality control regulations coming 
into force next summer require 
manufacturers of 'personal 
protective equipment' to clearly 
advise customers when their 
pr'oduct needs replacing . This 
includes climbing ropes. After July, 
the old UIAA label disappears and no 
ropes may be sold inside the EEC 
without the Community ' s 'CE' 
registration of safety. 

Yet to predict the life of a climbing 
rope is not easy when wear is 
invisible, and directly dependent on 
the strain placed upon the rope 
intermittently over years. 

Most manufacturers are expected 
to comply with the new 
requirements by extra written 

advice; one Scottish company, 
however, is confronting the problem 
head-on with the latest state-of
the-art technology. David 
Witherspoon of Cairngorm Ropes 
has been working with Peter 
Gardiner at Strathclyde University 
to develop a self-monitoring rope 
that indicates by colour change when 
it has sustained excessive strain 
and needs replacing. 

The precise trigg~ring process -
a form of what's known as SMART 
technology - is a highly guarded 
secret. It employs no electronics 
or sensors, but is introduced into 
the fibres themselves with no effect 
on the rope's elasticity or handling 
properties. Dangerously damaged 

or worn areas will 'bruise' irreversibly. 
These blackened sections should 
then be cut out and discarded. 
Witherspoon foresees the SMART
rope being _particularly valuable for 
use in centres and clubs, where ropes 
are shared and their individual 
histories may not be known to all 
users; or in sports climbing when 
ropes are repeatedly required to hold 
small falls. 

" It's looking very good indee~," 
he says after early testing. " Field 
trials will start in September and 
continue over this winter ; SMART
rope should be in the shops in the 
new year. " 
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Sean's Show 
Clapham and Tibet don 't usually burst upon 
the brain with a prefabricated connection, 
but Sean Smith 's recent photographic 
exhibition of the one at a fashionable bar in 
the other offered an excellent insight. Before 
you get the idea that Tibetans in downtown 
Lhasa have been perusing stylish black and 
whites of south London, Smith 's pictures 
are a direct and personal view of an oppressed 
but defiant nation. While Continental and 
American lensmen increasingly focus 
through polarising filters on saturated 
colours, the muted tonal qualities of Smith 's 
work offer a refreshing change. 
Sean first visited the Buddhist kingdom, 
following an expedition to Hushe, in the 
winter of 1987 when he hitched to Lhasa 
over a four week period. Riots had persuaded 
the Chinese to clear tourists from the capital , 
so Smith's first experience was of the country 
as it truly is rather than how it is made to 
appear. He returned in 1989 on a commission 
from Bloodaxe to illustrate a book of poetry 
by Kathleen Jamie. The book has yet to 

Above: Indiana Smith at work in Xiahe, north east Tibet. Photo: Zdenek Lh6tak. 
Opposite Left: Ruins of Simbiling Gompa destroyed by the Red Guards in the 1970's. 
Peaks of West Nepal in background. Photo: Sean Smith. 

emerge, although Jamie has published a 
travelogue through Virago . 
Getting to see Smith's work mighttake longer, 
although he is looking for another venue to 
show his photographs. The exhibition at Las 
Casas in Clapham was well-received and he 
sold some prints, a good achievement in a 

city which is not renowned for its 
photographic buying interest. Meanwhile, 
Smith is continuing his existence as one of 
the mountaineering nomads that emerged in 
the mid-eighties. Now 31 , and quite chuffed 
to have made it that far, he quite clearly has 
another career open to him. 

Wild Country Rewards Venables 
Himalayan climber Stephen Venables 
has received a grant from the Wild 
Country Foundation, set up last year for 
"the dual purpose of recognising and 
encouraging adventure and boldness 
in climbing and to encourage the 
conservation of the mountain 
environment. " In making the award of 
£1 ,000 worth of equipment, the company 
drew attention to Venables' 
"adventurous style and boldness 
coupled to [a] minimal environmental 
impact". The first award was made to 
Torno Cesen. 
The Foundation is the brainchild of Wild 
Country's founder Mark Vallance and 
illustrates his commitment to the 
mountain environment and the spirit of 
adventure. It's also true that the 
Foundation attracts attention to his 
company. A number of companies make 
similar financial commitments, including 
Karrimor and Brasher Boots, and for 
similar reasons, but it would be too easy 
to see it as just a clever marketing ploy. 

May/June 1992 

Many companies have had a tough time 
battling through the recession and by 
continuing its support Wild Country has 
shown genuine concern for the direction 
of mountaineering. 
The company also recently made a 
grant to the Ojkow National Park in 
Poland, following an initiative begun by 
the Peak National Park on whose 
planning board Vallance sits. Some 
might be surprised that a British 
company should choose to support a 
Polish cause , considering the not 
inconsiderable problems faced by 
conservationists here in Britain. Wild 
Country's Andy Bowman rejects this 
idea. "We're a world company, " he says. 
"We distribute 50% of what we make 
overseas. At the end of the day, there 
are no boundaries , least of all in 
mountaineering. " It's also worth pointing 
out that Vallance , after years of 
experience dealing with local problems 
in a relatively wealthy country, 
appreciates the scale of the problems 

faced by Polish environmentalists. 
While the amount of money contributed 
is a drop in the vast ocean which that 
battered and polluted nation requires , it 
reflects the great respect Vallance has 
for the contribution made to 
mountaineering over the years by the 
Poles. 

Below: Stephen Venables and Mark Vallance. 
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Million 
Lire Man 
On April 28, British writer Walt 

Unsworth was awarded the 

prestigious ITAS Prize for 

Mountain Literature at a 

ceremony held in the ancient 

Buonconsiglio Castle at 

Trento, Northern Italy. The 

first prize of 10 million Lire 

was in recognition of the 

author's Everest, widely 

regarded as the definitive work 

on the world's highest 

mountain. 

Walt, who is President of 

the Outdoor Writers' Guild and 

a director of Cicerone Press, 

said: "This is a totally 

unexpected honour and it is 

nice to know the book is so 

highly regarded in the 

mountain world." 

15 





A hero. Even though Antoine de Ville had 
been assigned his role as "first climber" by 
accident, he played it to the full. Like a top 
pupil. 

In spite of the physical effort, the climbing 
difficulties, which at that time were extreme, 
the problems within his team, he surmounted 
all obstacles and reached his goal. In doing 
so, he had not been interested in discovery 
nor the exploration of the mountain or the 
opening of access to it. Only the conquest in 
its own right had been important - nothing 
else. The ascent as the holy deed was the 
battle. 

It is therefore no surprise that a second 
ascent of the Mont Aiguillewas not completed 
until 1834. The shepherd Jean Liotendclimbed 
the mountain, allegedly in search of lost lambs. 

Although the route of the first climbers is 
nowadays marked and in places has lost its 
edge, it still remains difficult. 

Left of the deep gully I climbed up over 
steep rock and crossed over diagonally to the 
right. After a number of vertical steps and 
twomoretraverses,exposedattimes,Ireached 
the bottom of a chimney, high and in part 
smooth and overhanging. My respect for the 
first climbers grew and I asked myself how 
they might have fixed their ladder! 

As a lad of 12 years, I had climbed many 
of the classic routes in the Geislerspitzen, my 
home mountains, whereihadalreadyclimbed 
at the age of 5 years. At first, my father took 
me on easy routes. Then, as as teenager, I was 
fascinated by climbing on vertical rock. This 
soon downrated all other interests: family, 
school, friends in the village, even girls. 

In 1966, I failed my Abitur exams. My 
ambitiongrewyearly. Bynow,Ihadrepeated 
the most difficult routes in the Dolomites and 
on my first ascents I was keen to eliminate 
points of aid. The Abitur was successfully 
repeated, then I went on to study engineering 
at Padova, but it was a half-hearted affair. 
During those years I climbed more than ever 
and more extreme than any of my partners. It 
was not just that I was filled with a desire for 
continuous advancement but life in the vertical 
had become a necessity for me, a foregone 
conclusion even. The excitement before the 
route, the days of climbing between sky and 
scree, the view back from the valley were the 
substance of my everyday life. 

Increasingly, I grew pre-occupied with 
my predecessors. The first explorers of the 
routes I climbed became familiar to me, even 
though many of them were dead. I felt the 
development of the art of climbing in my 
fingertips. For me, the true act of climbing 
was the ascent of a vertical wall: without 
rope, or natural holds, 500m or 1000m of 
climbing. It was a wonderful time. The best 
time of my life. 

If only it had not been for those bourgeois 
concerns. The doubts about my professional 
future and the morality of alpine clubs which 
had attributed to climbing all those ideals 
which fascism had preached 20 years before 
in its war propaganda. 

For me, climbing was a end in itself. Any 
thought of conquest I regarded as suspect. 
Neither was I an explorer. 

If I climbed within the traces of alpine 
history, as now on Mont Aiguille, it was 
because I was curious about the climbing 
activities of alpinists, 500, 100, 10 years ago. 
Later, I also developed a desire to penetrate 
thepsycheofmypredecessors, tocomprehend 
their contradictions. Questioning everything 
had become as important as climbing 

everything. 
The sky above MontAiguille,clouds upon 

clouds, was almost touching the earth. 
Everything hung low, so that only a narrow 
band was left between the clouds and the 
unblemished hills of this mountain country 
all round. The atmosphere was similar to that 
preceding a change of weather. Quiet villages 
here and there. The vastness of the Hinterland 
completely inexhaustible. Mass tourism had 
not invaded this area. 

Antoine de Villemusthavefeltsublime .... 
The first to be up there, elevated high above 
the lowland. In his report, man is sublime, 
not nature. Those first ascentionists must 
have also felt like heroes because they had 
subjected a part of the most inaccessible world 
to man's will, as commanded by the Bible. An 
enemy had been defeated. 

Edward Whymper expressed similar 

The southern flank of Mont Aiguil/e (2086m) in 
the Vercors, scene of the first recorded alpine 
rock climb in 1492. Photo: John Cleare. 

feelings 400 years later when, in 1865, he 
returned to the valley from the tragic first 
ascent of the Matterhorn: 

"The mythical invincibility of the 
Matterhorn has now disappeared and has 
been replaced by legends which better reflect 
reality. There will be others who will attempt 
to climb its proud cliffs but it will never be the 
same mountain as it appeared to its first 
explorers. There will be others who still stand 
on its snowy summit but no-one will have the 
same feelings as those who were the first to 
have that wonderful view of the alpine 
panorama. I also hope that no-one will 
experience again that joy changes laughter 
into tears. The Matterhorn proved a stubborn 
enemy, it defended itself for a long time, dealt 
many a heavy blow, and when it was finally 
conquered with an ease which no-one would 
have thought possible, it took a terrible 
revenge, like a treacherous opponent who 
was defeated but not destroyed." 

Almost 1000 years before, just 500 years 
before Antoine de Ville had climbed Mont · 
Aiguille, the Yogi Milarepa (1040 - 1123) is 

said to have reached the summit of Mount 
Kailash, riding on the sun's rays, as one legend 
recounts. This did not mean that he discovered 
the Theory of Relativity like Einstein or that 
he had the intention to occupy the summit of 
the holiest of all mountains. He just touched 
it, preserving all its secrets. 

On its lower section, Mount Kailash rises 
vertically on all 3 sides. Above this a snow 
pyramid reaches into the mostly blue sky like 
a crystal, a symbol of purity, which should be 
protected from any human scars. 

All modern climbers, (Mummery as the 
promulgatorof "by fair means" not excepted), 
used iron pegs, wooden wedges, rope
techniques - in order to ascend and then 
descend the steepest mountains. The aids 
they carried with them were driven into 
fissures and holes in order to hold on to them 
or lower off on them. Later they drilled into 
the rock in order to place safe belay pegs. 
Already by 1881, Albert Frederic Mummery 
and his mountain guide Alexander Burgener 
had tried to place wooden wedges on the 
Aiguille des Charmoz in the Mont Blanc area. 

"We lowered ourselves on a rope sling 
from the summit to the ridge. Everything 
went superbly and we were happy, until we 
reached theicecouloir. Here Burgener wanted 
to fix one of the wooden wedges we had 
brought with us but no matter how much he 
tried, the wedge slipped to the left and to the 
right and it would not hold the rope. One 
after the other we tried, driving it into cracks 
which looked promising, or we piled stones 
around it - without success. 

Finally we agreed that wooden wedges 
were unworthy of the true mountain climber 
and that we should not desecrate theCharmoz 
with such things." 

Only because the wood wouldn't hold, 
Mummery remembered his sporting spirit. 
Georg Winkler was the boldest of all solo 
climbers in the last century. In 1887hedidnot 
hesitate to place an iron claw in order to climb 
the Vajolet Tower which nowadays carries 
his name. 

His report on this reads like a training 
programme of a modern sportsman: 

"Smallest of the 3 Towers of Vajolet 
(approx. 2660m, 1st Ascent.) 

17 September. Up 6.15; starting to climb 
7.30; through a system of narrow chimneys 
one reaches the foot of the last pinnacle and 
this over some walls. 9.50, summit cairn; 
view is clear but obviously restricted; 10.30 
down; a blockcutmyropealmostcompletely 
so that it was only held by a few fibres. The 
block had hit the rope which was lying on a 
firm rock and cut through it; finished climbing 
1.30; the tower offers a magnificent sight from 
its base and is the finest summit formation I 
have ever seen. Huts in Soja! 2.45, down 3.07; 
down to Mouzon over the Bridge (4.15) to the 
road. 1/4 hour rest. Campitello 5.45; "Al 
Molino"". 

Only half a human life later, in 1924, Fritz 
Rigele discovered the ice piton. With the use 
of this tool, vertical ice pitches were now 
accessible. Willo Welzenbach describes the 
mood before the attempt to climb through the 
North West Face of the Wiesbachhorn:-

"The longer the eye was fixed on the wall, 
however, the more it grew accustomed to the 
sight, the less frightening the image appeared. 
A;1d slowly the 'impossible' of the first 
impression gave way to a doubtful )erhaps~." 

The vertical had lost its myth long ago 
and the best alpinists competed to solve the 
last big wall problems in the Dolomites, 
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Kaisergebirge, in the Alps. Emil Solleder, in 
1925, writes about the North Face of the 
Furchetta in the Geisler group: 

"When, before the war, one wall after 
another lost its nimbus of being unclimbable, 
there were already some that were considering 
the ascent of the Curchetta by its terrifying 
North Face. 

Over the years, the most select rock 
climbers tried their skills on this sunless, 
featureless, steep rock face and soon it had 
become the most significant problem among 
climbing circles. 

Many a time, in quiet hours of reflection a 
young climber would sit on the summit roof 
of the Furchetta looking down the vertical 
flank to the scree where the most gigantic 
blocks of rock blended indiscernibly with the 
stream of boulders. 

It was Luis Trenker, aspiring guide from 
the Gri:idner valley, who wanted to convince 
himself again and again, that it would be 
possible to find a way up. Shortly before the 
war he finally attempted to reach the summit 
up this hostile face. He attempted it with the 
best rock climber of the time, Hans Di.ilfer. 

They reached high on the face. In a cairn 
they found the maps by Dibona, the Mayer 
brothers and Rizzi who had retreated from 
this spot leaving the word "Hopeless!" Zig
zagging their way up, the two, however, 
pushed on to the last rest point on the face, the 
so-called "Dulfer Pulpit", below a white, blow
off triangular plate. To the right it seemed 
impossible to continue, to the left, however, a 
promising edge soared upwards which could 
perhaps be reached over some red, brittle 
rock. Two rusty pegs still bear witness today 
of the traverse which was started from this 
point. Stonefall and the approaching night 
forced a return. As they embarked on the 
descent of the wall, estimated at the time at 
900m, the hearts of the two must have been 
filled with horror. Later Dulfer stated that 
gaining the lefthand edge would be the key to 
the top. 

"But when in the summerof 1925, together 
with my companion Wiessner, I peered up 
over the edge into the yellow, overhanging 
rocks, there was no way up for us." 

Solleder did find a way up the face. With 
the help of a few pegs he climbed over the 
brittle, vertical rock up to the summit roof. 
Where Dulfer and Dibona, the genial Angelo 
Dibona, had failed Solleder and Wiesner 
found a way. 

During the years of my youth, the North 
Face of the Furchetta was for me like a silent 
lover. She stood high above the 
Gschmagenhart pasture where I had spent 10 
summers, so perfect in form, so provocative 
that I was compelled to go up. It was a trail of 
the heart. 

When, 5 years later, in the n;iidst of winter, 
I climbed this face again it was also out of 
calculation. This time I was concerned with 
the first winter ascent. I had been gripped by 
the obsession of 'ever higher, ever steeper, 
ever harder.' This obsession was to last 20 
years. 

I wasnotyetawarethateachgoalachieved 
is equally a dream destroyed. I also lived 
according to the values of a classic 
mountaineer, who idolises the partnership of 
the rope, self-sacrifice and the courage to die, 
and for whom progressive advancement is 
the only adequate outlet of energy. Add to 
that a shot of romance, fear kept secret and 
self-doubt. 

When, in 1931, the Schmid brothers 
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climbed the North Face of the Matterhorn it 
sounded like a hero's song. Toni Schmid: 

"The goal which seemed so remote only 
days ago has now been reached. Courage, the 
determination to win and a lot of luck - these 
were our travelling companions. 

The mountain of mountains has been 
robbed of its best secrets. Always, however, 
it will stand in all its powerful magnitude, as 
an eternal symbol of courage and strength 
and as a landmark of alpinism." 

Not long after this Toni Schmid was 
abandoned by his good luck. He fell on the 
North- West Face of the Wiesbachhorn. He 
was dead, killed in an attempt to destroy 
myths. Likewise before him, Mummery on 
Nanga Parbat, Winkler on the Weisshorn, 
Paulk Dreuss and so on and so on. Solleder 
was to fall to his death in the year of the first 
ascent of the North Face of the Matterhorn and 
Welzenbach three years later. 

Perhaps you think my examples are wrong 
and my quotes have been chosen maliciously. 
No, alpine literature is full of cliches, values 

Abseiling the upper chimneys of the 1492 Route. 
"It is one of the most terrible and gruesome 
paths which I or any member of our party has 
ever trodden." -Anthoine de Ville 1492. 
Photo: John Cleare. 

which glorify "team spirit on the rope", 
"summit victory" and "national pride", all 
composed in the soldier language of the First 
World War. 

Emilio Comici, the first to climb the North 
Face of the Cima Grande was another to use 
such empty phrases. Only FaustoGervasutti, 
who had come too late for the Eiger and 
Walker Spur, placed individual creativjty in 
climbing above any 'isms', idealism, 
nationalism, moralism. 

"After the North Face of the Eiger and the 
Walker Spur fell in the same year, climbing in 
the Western Alps had reached a turning point. 
Five nations had competed for these two big 
problems. In the end the Germans together 
with the Austrians, and the Italians 

respectively carried away the victory. Now 
there was no other face left which would 
present such a big climbing challenge that it 
would become theobjectiveof any nationalist 
competition. 

Climbing could therefore finally become 
an individual matter again and a new route 
could be the creation of the individual 
climber." 

After the Second World War, not only did 
the use of technical aids to overcome the 
abyss continue but so did the national 
jealousies. Beyond the vertical, the purely 
technical climbing style which was practiced 
and defended by George Livanos in the 
Dolomites and Guido Magnone on the Drus, 
began to catch on: 

"By the way, for a long time rock pitons 
and foot slings have been used in great 
numbers on many routes in the Dolomites 
and in the Tirol. However, up to now it 
seemed that long sections of artificial climbing 
were confined to the Eastern Alps. But a few 
Italian teams managed to drive a wedge into 
this general belief by succeeding on the East 
Face of the Grand Capucin du Tacul. 
Evidently, they completed this route with 
artificial aids on granite. This victory was 
welcomed by everyone- including the Rivista 
Mensile de! Club Alpino Italiano - as a 
particularly important success of the 1951 
season. However, the same magazine in its 
chronicle of the 1952 season comments on our 
success on the West Face of the Dru in the 
following way: 'This undertaking is really 
nothing but a gymnastic exercise of great 
style in a different place.' This reveals a 
remarkable lack of objectivity." 

The lack of objectivity which had already 
been lamented by Paul Preuss in relation to 
the dispute over rock pegs in 1911 continued 
to dominate the climbing scene for successive 
generations. 

As soon as the actors had their feet back 
on the ground, they would often forget that 
the debate was not about people but issues, 
about the game in the vertical realm. 
Frequently, those heroes preached about an 
idealistic world which did not seem to 
correspond to their character. The gulf 
between preaching and practice was often 
deeper than that between Dru and Walker 
Spur. The psychological disturbances 
resulting from this struggle were sublimated 
by action. The consequences were 
devastating: the last vertical dreams were 
ironed up and those who did not lose their 
lives retired in time not to lose their hero 
image. From the safety of the armchair, 
alpinism was swiftly declared sick, its 
protagonists corrupt. Philistines and club 
moles would applaud. Yet, it is not climbing 
that is sick but a few individuals. Those who 
suffer by the existence of others and those 
who have to put everything and everyone on 
trial. It is not the sponsored climber that is 
corrupt but the men backing them - people 
who want to divert the attention away from 
the 'doers' to their own weary egos. Even the 
criticism of heroes provides a goodlivingand 
a share of the limelight. 

The era of heroes in climbing has thus 
luckily come to an end helped also by the 
shrinking of new territory. Heroes have been 
replaced by sportsmen. Walter Bonatti, who 
in contrast to Herman Buhl and Lionel Terray 
has survived, deserves the last laurel for all 
the heroic deeds he accomplished on rock, 
with or without pegs, with or without 
preparation. He is the Achilles of alpinisrh. 



"The summit area measures a quarter of a mile in length and an arrow shot in width." Photo: John Cleare. 

And he survives. If he had remained silent 
like Milarepa and Dibona before him, he 
would be counted as a sage. 

30 years ago, the art of climbing received 
a new lease of life. This new impulse came 
from the paradise of rock, Yosemite Valley, 
from Britain, from a few climbing anarchists 
in the Alps who were looking for their own 
way through vertical climbing and for their 
own morality. Reinhard Karl was one of 
them: 

"On the third day we reach the big roof 
which had always blocked our view of the 
summit. Richard leads this. Then follows the 
Headwall with the overhanging crack, 
snaking through the granite wave which 
crashes over our heads, and which ends 
somewhere in the sky. Once again a dream 
born of a photograph, turns into reality. This 
time I am stronger, more open than that time 
on the 'Nose'. But I can't say I'm happy just 
because I am here and able to photograph a 
dream myself. Compared with the real images 
the view through the lens is nothing. What 
can two dimensions express, even in 
Kodachrome. Richard has reached the belay 
above the roof and is ready to haul up the sac. 
Wumm, it swings there in space like a 
pendulum. Richard is hovering 50m above 
me, a tiny spot on the belay, suspended in 
space. 

This can only be experienced in 3 
dimensions. Neither photograph nor even 
writing-perhaps the best chance of conveying 
feelings - will do justice. What can you say 
anyway? That the wall is 1000 metres high 
and that we are now 900m above the ground? 
That sounds ridiculously prosaic. That it is 
one of the most beautiful pitches in the world? 

What does that mean? To climb up this pitch 
and this crack, that is an art and we are the 
artists. That's also rubbish! We are climbers 
who are working their way up by technical 
means and who are happy not to take a fall. 
All these things are fine, but they are merely 
a tiny fraction of the whole set of experiences 
which is called Salnthe. The Headwall is a 
fantastic place and somehow we are very 
happy to be here. To be suspended so far in 
space and still belong to the earth. To reach 
such a point does not happen very often in 
one's life. Thisisararechance,a climax, when 
you sudden! y realize that you own something 
very precious. Something you have always 
wanted." 

In the meantime, we climbers have long 
been overtaken yet again by the hunt for ever 
highergoals. Onlynowwearenotdestroying 
myths but breaking records. Whilst world 
championships in climbing take place inside 
a hall and are pure sport, the adventure on 
rock is more than ever comparable to an 
existential struggle. Climbing in this context 
is only possible, not necessary. Jean-Marc 
Boivin, the most diverse · climber of my 
generation, became the victim of this cycle of 
greed in 1990, after he had introduced a new 
variant toadvancementin 1981: the linking of 
several different routes in one day. 

"By accident in the spring of 1980, I met 
Patrick Berhault at the house of a common 
friend, and as is usual among climbers our 
conversation mainly revolved around 
climbing. Patrick was in the process of 
preparing for an expedition to Nanga Parbat, 
I was planning an ambitious objective on the 
Matterhorn. Both of us have more or less the 
same motives when it comes to climbing. In 

all our ventures, the joy and fun of climbing is 
always in the foreground. Then Pa trick asked 
meoutof the blue whether I thoughtitpossible 
to climb the South Face of the Fou, hang-glide 
over to the Dru and finish off with the America 11 

Direct. This crazy idea had occurred to him 
when he read an article in a French magazine 
in which the author elaborated on fast 
climbing times. His final words were: "To 
those who want to be even better we propose 
the following: the American Direct and the 
So11th Face of the Fou in one day." This idea 
immediately caught my imagination and I 
started to work intensively on the details, the 
hang-glider, the difference in altitude, the 
distance, the jump. Finally, I was convinced 
that it wasn't actually as impossible as it 
sounded." 

For along time Isa ton the summit plateau 
of the Mont Aiguille, absorbing the view. 
Suddenly, in a daydream, I saw myself again 
on the last third of the East Face of the Panis 
Tower. Angelo (Angel) Dibona must have 
had wings to be the first to overcome this 80m 
high rock step. Or maybe he was filled with 
a feeling of confidence which reached deep 
into the roots of his hair, into the tips of his 
fingers and his toes. A trust which negated 
any fright or fear, perhaps even gravity. 
Today, Angelo Dibona is my climbing star. 
He never took a fall, he never destroyed any 
myths. He left some behind. 

To quote Milarepa, the mad sage who 
advises us in his One H 11 ndred Tho11sn11ds Songs: 
,, "If you are frightened by the cycle of 
existence, you only have to give up the eight 
worldly delusions. 

Let us, brother and sister, move to the 
snowy heights of Mount Lachi." 
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Update and Photography by Larry Kemp 

Will Catlin leading the excellent 
Callfng Wolfgang (5.1/!b) on 
the Sport Wall section of the 
Upper Town Wall, Index. 

It has been one of my greatest frustrations that Index 
Town Wall has hardly received the recognition that 
it so rightly deserves. There are a handful of locals 
thaf rave about the place, and there are those that 
shun the area. Climbers that have never visited 
Index, or at least not recently ,seem not to acknowledge 
its existence. Meanwhile, some very grand and 
spectacular routes have been done. Sport climbers 
pa1Jicularly should take note. 
The Pacific Northwest by nearly any definition is the 
1,nost mountainous and wild area of the lower forty
eight states of America. The weather can be harsh, 
trails are usually steep, and vegetation profuse. The 
area was glaciated, but certainly not in the same 
manneras the Sierra Nevada. The Index Town Walls 
form the north side of a six thousand foot deep river 
valley. Mount Index and Mount Persis line the south 
side of the canyon. 
The climbing areas are located within the city limits 
of Incl.ex, a small working town with a population of 
around three hundred. There aren't any rich retirees 
living in here and neither is the town a tourist mecca, 
rather Index typifies the real American west. For 
example,asignattheindexTavemreads "Absolutely 
No Fighting Allowed Inside". John Wayne would 
have felt at home here. Climbers are accepted by the 
locals, although only a few residents climb. The 
General Store is quite friendly, stocking chalk and 

guidebooks, as well as essentials such as pastry and 
espresso. 
Climbing at Index is not for everyone. At least one 
person has criticized me personally for the lack of 
easier climbs but in fact there are a number of good 
routes in the 5.9 to 5.10 range. Perhaps it's the 
steepness of these climbs that intimidates people. 
Maybe a better criticism would be that there are very 
few inviting climbs at the easier grades. But c]jmbing 
is climbing, and the intimidating routes offer the 
greatest rewards. Some of the older climbs, like 
Godzilla, with its three amazing crack pitches; or 
Davis-Holland, four crack pitches followed by two 
face pitches, make for some of the spectacular climbing 
in these grades. But if you climb at around 5.11 to 
5.13, you'll like this place. Our neighbours to the 
South taught us that face climbs are desirable; and 
that same style, applied especially to the Upper Wall, 
has resulted in some fantastic climbing on seemingly 
blank faces. 
More than one Californian has remarked that Index 
has a three month season. While Index is in the 
foothills of the North Cascades, climbing is hardly 
confined to the summer months, but the most reliable 
period is-between April and October. As a fourteen 
year veteran oflndex, I can testify that it only rains at 
wee~ends and on July 4th! It is warm in the summer, 
but certainly more bearable than Smith Rock or 



Above: Andy DeKlerk working 
on Amanda/a (5.13c) Lower 
Town Wall. 

Opposite Page Right: Max 
Dufford climbing to his Heart's 
Desire (5.12c), a "class" route 
on the Sport Wall. 
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• Yosemite. It does rain, sometimes unpredictably so 
and when- that happens, a short drive over the 
mountains to the rain shadow of Leavenworth 
provides escape. 
Index is one of the few places in America that provides 
high angle, multi-pitch face climbs. The rock is granite, 
but weathering has produced more face holds than at 
Yosemite. The clip-up sport climbs, particularly the 
new climbs on the Upper Wall are, according to one 
guidebook author, "unrelenting". 
Climbing at Index is in a state of continual change 
and has been for at least the last decade and a half. 
Fred Beckey's original guidebook described it as a 
big wall aid climbing area. So the 'Eighties were 

Above: Laura Lanowski poised on the popular Dana 's 
Arch (5.11a), Upper Town Wall. Below: Max Dufford 
visiting Numbah Ten (5.12b), Lower Town Wall. 

spent turning the Lower Wall aid climbs into free 
routes, with climbs like City Park (5.13c), Japanese 
Gardens (5.1 ld), Ten Percent (5.12a) and Numbah Ten 
(5.12b) becoming the focus of attention. Then along 
came the Smith Rock style, with perhaps a little 
artificial wall influence mixed in, and the emphasis 
turned to face climbing. 

The Upper Wall 
Five years ago, most free climbing interest at Index 
was confined to the Lower Wall, a three hundred foot 
cliff right next to the road. That area comprises less 
than ten percent of the climbable rock at Index. 
Today all talk is of the Upper Wall: a much larger, 





cleaner, and certainly more aesthetically pleasing 
formation. It's a bit of a walk to get there but well 
worth the effort. Even single pitch climbs on the 
Upper Wall give a tremendous feeling of exposure. 
Not to mention the four inch long bolts with six ton 
hangers to inspire confidence. Access is via a pleasant 
trail that is not in the guidebook. The trail leaves the 
east end of the Country area at the Lower Wall. 
Years ago I made severa 1 reconnaissance trips to the 
Upper Wall, returning each time convinced that the 
wall was unclimbable due to its steepness and 
sheerness. Having been there more recently, I can 
hardly draw the same conclusions. It's amazing how 
the massive size of the wall encourages your 
imagination. Closer inspection reveals that the wall 
averages less than vertical and that there are square 
topped holds everywhere; it's just that there are very 
few large ones, and even fewer sizeable ledges. 
Consequently, routes on the Upper Wall tend to be 
direct, continuous and mostly bolt protected. 
Three years ago Greg Child created the pioneering 
Calling Wolfgang, a 5.12b route which ascended 
directly up the rappel line of the Davis-Holland route. 
I remember being so astounded that a route could go 
there that I thought it must be underrated, which it is 
not. Once you're on it, it's a completely natural line, 
linking small but significant ledge systems to a small 
naturally protected corner and eventually a technical 
crux. Maybe it's a [sad?] sign of the times, but all 
subsequent routes in the area were done with bolts 
only. Most notable of the many newer routes is 
Heart's Desire, a mid-5.12 that takes a direct line to a 
set of bolts up and left of Calling Wolfgang. In 1990 
Heart's Desire was probably the most popular route at 
the Upper Wall. The style of climbing was such a 
departure from previous routes that some climbers 
began referring to the area as the Sport Wall. At first 
glance these climbs seem quite "do-able" as for the 
most part they are continuous 5.10 and 5.11 face, but 
don't be misled; all of these routes have technical 
cruxes, and all of them are real pumps. 
In the fall of 1990 Karl Kaiyala took up the idea that 
if the climbs at the Sport Wall would go, then maybe 
a full length route would go. Have Bosch will Travel, 
and after a month of work Karl had created Sisu, a 
seven pitch route that went at the amazingly low 
grade of 5.11 b / c. Karl had spotted the route on a 
prior ascent of The Ave, but by necessity this route 
took a fresh line. Only a single ledge graces this grand 
route, a very large one at the top of the first pitch. The 
remainder of the route has all hanging belays, giving 
the feel of a big wall climb. 
In the spring of 1991, Andy DeKlerk took another 
new line starting at the righthand end of the waterfall 
area and following a series of corners up to the large 
ledge of Sisu, before climbing the waterfall face and 
eventually crossing the Golden Arch corner. Technicians 
of the Sacred turned out to be difficult, with three of its 
five pitches going at the 5.12 level. Recognizing that 
a route of that size might not attract many takers, 
Andy found a 5.llb go around to the 5.12b fourth 
pitch, and noted that pulling on a bolt would get you 
past the third pitch. So it would seem that a little 
work on the first 5.12a pitch and the rest of the route 
would be a sure thing. But then nobody else has 
succeeded on the first pitch ... 
Later that summer Darryl Cramer started talking 
about a line which would take the blankest part of the 
main section of the wall. Amazingly enough, the 
seven pitch Swim, which he did with Greg Olson and 
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myself, does have belay ledges, small as they are. At 
5.lld, plus a twenty foot bolt ladder, this route 
should be accessible to many. The route shares (with 
many other routes) the first pitch of Davis-Holland, 
then ascends the outside face of the triangular pillar 
right of Town Crier. From the top of the pillar the 
route is a straight shot to the top. The crux pillar pitch 
can be avoided byclimbingTwelveAngnJ Bees,aS.1 lb 
face pitch that ascends a corner up the left side of the 
pillar. 
On the same day as Swim we watched Greg Child and 
Andy DeKlerk finalize Rise and Fall, a six pitch 5.12a 
route that takes a straight line between Davis-Holland 
and Green Drag-on. Rise and Fall is aptly named. 
During a cleaning episode, Greg rappelled off the 
end of his rope! Fortunately he was on the final rappel 
and escaped with a broken ankle. On the final ascent 
day, high up on the route, I looked over to hear the 
normally cool Andy screaming for Greg to "take up 
the rope, quick!" Greg had forgotten the haul line, so 
Andy had set the pack on a small ledge, trailing the 
haul line as he followed the pitch. Part way up, the 
pack fell off the ledge ... 
The other significant multi-pitch route is Centerfold, 
which takes a line up the slightly easier angled rock 
half mile east of the main area, right of the "Diamond" 
by the trough that splits the main wall. Centerfold is 
easily the most popular multi-pitch route at the 
Upper Wall and provides a great introduction with 
all four pitches at 5.10d. A gruesome first fifteen feet 
suddenly breaks out into beautifully clean white 
rock. This route was done in 1988, following small 
crack systems; so bring a traditional rack. 
The Upper Wall is not only about big time routes. It 
also offers a host of densely packed areas of single 
pitch climbs. A couple hundred yards west of the 
Sport Wall is the Earwax area. Nestled in the trees, 
this part of the crag stays cool on hot summer days. 
It offers micro-edging, tendon-pulling lunges, and a 
pleasant place to investigate the real meaning of 
frustration. Routes at Earwax are closely spaced, 
approximately one every fifteen feet. With only a 
couple of exceptions, all routes are face climbs. 
Perhaps due to its pleasant atmosphere, the area has 

''The continuously overhanging 
and leaning comer of Clay 
(5.11d) was done on sight, 
using traditional tactics. In 1984 
Terry Lien really did make a free 
ascent, as he groped at the final 
crux and saw that his last nut 
had popped, leaving him twenty
five feet out as he reached for 
the small knobs that make the 
bulge possible." 
Left and Opposite: Max Dufford 
demonstrates. 





been home to most of the Upper Wall test-pieces. In 
the early 1980's it was the 5.11+ Earwax. Today it 
might be the 5.12d/5.13a Young Cynics or maybe the 
unrepeated 5.13 Antidote. 
In 1991 the area received its first truly moderate 
route, the 5.10d Sideshow which takes a diagonal line 
from the large central boulder to a two bolt belay in 
the middle of the wall. Everyone will like this route: 
a straight on edge climb, with all good size flat 
topped edges for eighty feet. If you like Sideshow, you 
might give a go to Young Cynics, which is very 
similar, except that the holds are smaller, and the 
final thirty feet bulges. Done completely free, Young 
Cynics is 5.12d/5.13a, although it is possible to grab 
the ring bolt half way up and convert it into a 5.12a, 
Al as was done on the original ascent. Other inviting 
and popular climbs include the 5.12b/ c Biologi; of 
Small Appliances arete on the far right side, and also 
5.12a Sweatshop arete on the detached pillar left of the 
main wall. And if you're feeling really strong, give a 
try to the Soul 011 Ice (5.12b) or the Antidote (5.13), the 
steep face routes immediately right of Young Cynics. 
Another burgeoning area is to the right of the Sport 
Wall area, in the vicinity of the start of Sisu. A large 
ledge, exact! ya full rope length off the ground, spans 
the area from the Sport Wall to above the first pitch of 
Sisu. A number of climbs in this area reach the ledge, 
making it possible to set up top ropes. With the 
exception of Technicians of the Sacred start, few of these 
climbs are truly steep. The crux of Sisu, for instance, 
is actually slab climbing in nature. This is also true of 
the three climbs to the right, including Geri to/ (5.12a / 
b) and Over Forty (5.11c) (does it sound like Steve 
Risse and Dave Tower are undergoing a mid-life 
crisis?) and in the corner on the far right Electro111atic 
(5.12b). All of these climbs get any sun there is, 
making them excellent doubtful weather routes, but 
summer day heat bathes. 
The other mainstay area of the primary Upper Wall 
is the Zipper area, identifiable from the road by a 
large "ice cream scoop" that forms the start ofa multi
pitch aid climb. Access to the area is made by walking 
down and then right along the base from the central 
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area. More than a small amount of controversy has 
stricken this area due to hold chipping on at least one 
route,and more recently the placement of an artificial 
hold on another route. All sins aside, there are a 
number of excellent routes that were established in 
good style. 
The continuously overhanging and leaning corner of 
Clay (5.11d) was done on sight, using traditional 
tactics. In 1984 Terry Lien really did make a free 
ascent, as he groped at the final crux and saw that his 
last nut had popped, leaving him twenty-five feet out 
as he reached for the small knobs that make the bulge 
possible. If there is a crack climbing test-piece at the 
Upper Wall this is it. In these more modern times you 
can get small protection in at the top. Around Clay are 
new routes in modern style. The line of bolts and 
sequence of huge holds to the right is All Dogs Go to 
Heaven. The rating is5.12d, which gives an indication 
of the steepness. Farther right, and around the 
corner, are good crack and face climbs. One new 
route worth mentioning is Bravo Jean Marc, a thin 
5.1 la crack climb near the edge of the buttress that 
leads to the main ledge system above. 
With nearly a hundred new pitches created in the 
past three years, nearly all of them face climbs, the 
Upper Wall at Index must now represent some of the 
finest granite climbing in America. What astonishes 
me is the large number of young, new climbers that 
come here, considering that there really are no easier 
routes and that the guidebook is nearly totally out of 
date. Such has been the impact of sport climbing. 
Along the trail to the Upper Wall are three small 
crags, offering low key but good workout climbs in 
the 5.11 range. The first branch (left) off the trail leads 
to the Blues Cliff, and along the way a sub-branch 
right leads to the Rhythm Cliff. The second branch 
(left) off the main trail leads to the Little Elvis Cliff. 
The class act routes at the Little Elvis and Rhythm 
cliffs are quite similar: Where the trail meets the crag, 
one route proceeds directly up, while a second line 
branches out part way, joining corners to a set of 
rappel slings. The right hand branches of both are 
good athletic workouts; both surmount roofs, then 
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Index Upper Town Wall -
Central Section: 
A- Scatterlings (5. 12d), 
8- Quiet/ands (5.12a}, 
C- Heart's Desire (5.12b), 
0- Calling Wolfgang (5.12b}, 
f- Child Abuse (5.12d}, 
F- Child's Play (5. 11 d}, 
G- Davis-Holland (1115.11 b or 
5.11c), 
H- Town Crier (5.11a), 
/- Rise.and Fall {Ill 5.12a), 
J- Twelve Angry Bees (5.11 b), 
K- Swim (5.11 d), 
L- Non-Local Bark House 
(5.11c), 
M- Steel Pole Bath Tub (5. 11c), 
N- Technicians of The Sacred 
(1115.12b), 
0- Golden Arch (5.11 b), 
P- Sisu (5.11c}, 
Q- Geritol (5. 12a), 
R- Over Forty (5.11 d), 
S- Electromatic (5.12b). 



Right: The Upper Town Wall is 
big. Terry Lien leads pitch two 
(of seven) on Swim (5.11d). 

stem thin corners. All of these routes are around 
5.llc. 
In years past the concentration of effort was at the 
Lower Wall, or actually, the plural form, the walls 
next to the parking lot. The Main Lower Wall offers 
outstanding crack climbs, while the Country Area 
offers some not so attractive but nonetheless good 
face routes. Maybe the lines are all gone, or maybe 
the Upper Wall stole the show, but new route activity 
at these areas is down substantially. General interest 
still seems to be there, judging by the popularity of 
existing routes. Actually, it surprises me just how 
oftenboth5.11 + pitches of Japanese Gardens get flashed. 
There have been new developments in the vicinity of 
the Lower Wall, at subsidiary areas off the trail to the 
Inner Wall. You can discover these areas for yourself 
by branching right about five hundred feet past the 
top of the Garden Wall. 
Technical Considerations 

A few words about logistics of climbing at Index. 
The Sport Wall and portions of the Earwax area 
involve long sections of strict edge climbing, so a pair 
of stiff shoes help, whereas other areas, e.g. the entire 
Lower Wall, which entails climbing on dishes, some 
stemming etc., would suit a more general purpose 
shoe. As for protection, many of the newer routes are 
quickdraws only; but some may still require a few 
pieces of protection, so a light rack is good idea. Most 
older routes at the Lower Wall are naturally protected. 
One of the newer trends is towards long ropes for top 
roping and belaying the second from the ground, but 
bear in mind that most of the routes are over eighty 
feet long. 

Summary: A review of recent high grade rock 
climbing developments on the Index Town Walls, 
Pacific Northwest, USA, by Larry Kemp. 
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Alain 

SOLO 
Photography by Robert Bosch. 
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Above: Reve du Papillon (Ba), Buoux. Below: Whilst 
ti/mint L 'Ange in the Verdon. Opposite Page Right: The 
classic Courage Fouyons at Buoux. It must be tempting 
to grab the sling and sit there wimpering! 
Below Left: The Toit du Benerole, Buoux 





Alain Robert is by any standards a remarkable climber. In 1987 
after several years of "normal" rock climbing in France he became 
"bored" and took up soloing, very soon performing at the highest 
level-Ba. In 1990 he made his first film - Les Gorges du Verdon with 
Cana/e5(Italian TV), soloing L 'Ange en Decomposition. During the 
following summer he soloed the mythical Reve de Papi/Ion (Ba) at · 
Buoux and since then has soloed twenty of the hardest routes in 
France including: Crac Foum Hue(Ba) in the Verdon , Compilation 
(8b) at Ombleze and Let Nuit du Lezard (8a/b) at Buoux. 

The risks taken by un-roped solo climbers due to the 
consequences of a mistake are self evident but it seems somehow 
paradoxical that the safest form of climbing - bolted sport climbing 
- has thrown up such a talent. Alain Robert has had two serious 
accidents, ironically whilst climbing roped. The second, in 1982, 
left him 45% disabled - his doctors telling him that he would never 
climb again. Two years of exhaustive training had him back on rock. 

Here, Montaghes journalist Gills Nod ice puts a few questions to 
Alain to find out what it takes to operate in what most climbers 
consider the nightmare scenario ... 
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"Soloing requires too much 
concentration, moral and 
physical to kave any place for 
.fear.,, 

Left: Alain Robert soloing Au Theatre ce Soir (Ba), 
Valence. 

How do you feel now, after 16 years of rock climbing? 

The passion is exactly the same, the desire to climb is 
stronger than ever, the desire to surpass myself. 

What does soloing mean to you? 

Soloing is the most beautiful way of climbing; no 
material constraints, just you and the rock, the sun, 
nature - a kind of school for courage, willpower and 
self-confidence. 

Have you ever been scared soloing? 

It would be quite difficult to separate soloing from 
fear, unless you were unconscious. I'm used to being 
under pressure during the days before a difficult 

. climb. Fear may be all in the mind, but during the 
climb, there's no place for it ... even when you find 
out that the route is terribly difficult for you. Soloing 
requires too much concentration, moral and physical 
to leave any place for fear. If it happens, if you get 
scared, the whole thing becomes far too dangerous 
and means that you've not prepared well enough for 
the route. · 



So, how do you prepare yourself for an extreme climb? 

It depends on what you mean by "extreme", each 
route has got a particular style. It isn't a matter of 
grade. In my case, it's always very close to my own 
limits with a rope. I must first feel the route is alright, 
then I try it to learn each move exactly (with a rope of 
course!) and when everything is OK I go' 

What does your family think of your passion? 

My wife doesn't talk much about it. I know she trusts 
me, that's important to me. 

Finally, any further thoughts on soloing? 

You know, I've got a state certificate as a rock
climbing instructor, and I'm used to climbing with 
young children where safety is all important. That's 
why I think solo climbing is too personal a thing to be 
taught. Whatever people think though, rock climbing 
isn't a dangerous activity! 

(Alain Robert is sponsored by: Azureennes, Bado 
Sport 2000, Beal, Boreal and New Rock.) 

Above: Compilation (Bb) at 
Ombleze. 
Left: Alain Robert with family 
photographer. 

LIST OF SOLO CLIMBS: 
Bloc ou falaise (8a); 
L 'abominaffreux (8a) , 
Comas, Reve de Papi/Ion 
(8a), Buoux; Au Theatre ce 
Soir(8a), Comas; Grae Baum 
Hue (8a), Verdon; 2001 (8a), 
Sisteron; Cauchemar de 
/'elephant (8a), Buoux; Lou 
Pape (8a/b), Ombleze; 
Compilation (8b), Ombleze; 
La Nuit du Lezard (8a/b), 
Buoux; La Nuit du 
Cauchemar(8a/b), Buoux. 
All first solo ascents. 
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Above: The Author on the summit of Hunza Peak after the first ascent. Photo: Crag Jones. Opposite Page: Jones approaching the crux pitch on the North 
West Ridge of Hunza Peak. Photo: Mick Fowler. 

The Hunza valley is one of the most populated in the Karakoram and 
one of the most easily accessible in the area. With the opening of the 
Karakoram Highway in 1982, it is now possible to reach this valley 
within a couple of days of leaving Europe. 

Against this background then, it is somewhat surprising that not 
only is a vast amount of climbing potential still untapped, but that 
there are still major unclimbed peaks within 5 miles of the tarmac 
road. 

The British Great Karakoram Expedition of 1991 was formed by 
Victor Saunders, primarily with the first ascent of Ultar (7399m) in 
mind. However poor weather and relatively short breaks from work 
effectively curtailed Crag Jones and myself in our attempt on Ultar 
and left us to focus on other objectives which perhaps go further 
towards emphasising the potential of the area for those unable to 
afford the time, commitment or simply without the inclination to get 
involved in a major expedition. 

The closeness of the peaks to the road prompted our team to make 
the superficially questionable decision to spend approximately £300 
on base camp equipment and then base ourselves (Liaison Officer and 
all) in the Hunza village of Karimabad. This was excellent in terms of 
saving money on a cook etc. but did mean that we had very high hotel 
bills and had to be extra careful to stay healthy - most of the team 
failing in this respect at least once during the trip. 

A Short Holiday In 

with Mick Fowler 
However, on the positive side the flexibility of not having a static 

base camp enabled Crag and I to undertake acclimatization routes in 
the Hasanabad valley to the west of Hunza Peak and Bublimoting. 
Ouroriginal idea was to follow the 1984 Japanese Route to the Bojohagar / 
Hunza Peak Col at c6000m and thrash around a bit at that altitude to 
prepare ourselves for higher things (ie Ultar). 

Rarely though are mountaineering plans closely adhered to ... 
A two day walk up the Hasanabad glacier led us through an 

exciting moraine aquaduct tunnel, up rubbly glacier terrain and 
eventually through delightful meadows to a classic base camp site at 
3900 m. We knew that the Japanese team who were successful on 
Bojohagar in 1984 had based themselves here, but we were surprised 
to find the site occupied by a jovial Swedish team led by David Falt. 

In fact this proved to be a godsend as without their help we would 
not have achieved anything at all. Firstly, for some naive reason, I had 
assumed that our proposed route to the col would only require one 
rope and hardly any gear. Crag contributed towards such gross 
judgemental errors by forgetting his helmet. Our team was thus on 
good form and only able to continue thanks to the Swedish generosity 
in the form of gifts inclu'ding a rope, pegs, helmet and dehydrated 
food supplies. Having accepted all this generosity and generally 
being pampered throughout a day of snow at base camp, we were 
beginning to feel more like a charity team rather than an 'official' 
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expedition. 
Up to date climbing information is difficult to 

obtain on the area, but another bonus for us was that 
the Swedes had already been here for three weeks 
and had just succeeded in climbing Bublimoting 
(Ladies Finger) 5850m -a prominent rock spire which 
presents a very impressive face on the Karmabad 
side. Having heard their enthusing and absorbed the 
fact that their abseil points would still be in place, 
Crag and I decided to climb the col (c5600m) between 
Bublimoting and Hunza Peak and "take it from 
there." 

Bublimoting is one of those peaks that' is talked 
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about and pointed at an awful lot but appears to get 
very few ascents. The main reason for the lack of 
success seems to be that parties historically tend to 
attempt the climb from the Ultar Nullah side from 
whence the French team of Patrick Cordier and 
Jacques Martin made the first ascent in 1982. This 
involved an ascent up the repugnant South East side 
of the Bublimoting/Hunza Peak col, and has, to the 
best of my knowledge, repulsed all other would be 
second ascentionists. From the (west) Hasanabad 
side though, a straight ice slope steepening to 50 / 55 
degrees leads directly to the col. Facing north west it 
is also out of the sun until around 10.00 am - a real 

Left: Crag Jones covers the last 
few hundred feet to the bivouac 
col from the northwest, 12th 
August 1991. Photo: Fowler. 

Previous Pages: The superb 
granite spire of Bublimoting 
(left) and Hunza Peak from the 
Ultar Nu/lah side. Fowler and 
Jones approached the 
prominent intervening "V"-col 
from the far (NW) side. 
Photo.Doug Scott. 



bonus at these altitudes in Pakistan, especially for 
cold seekers such as myself. 

The height interval from base camp to the col is 
about 1700m and bearing in mind the urgent (for me 
in particular) need to avoid climbing in the sun, this 
was done over two days with an interim bivi ledge 
fashioned artistically by Crag at about 4700 m. 
Unfortunately so much effort was put into 
constructing this ledge that the back wall became 
rather unstable and subsequently collapsed on to the 
tent, breaking one of the poles - fortunately without 
injury to the occupants. 

The next day a 900m slog on one of those 
interminable 50 degree ice slopes thoroughly 
exercised the lungs and finally led to the elusive col 
which proved to be of hard ice, seriously corniced 
and generally very unfriendly in terms of bivouac 
positions. A promising hanging balcony beneath the 
cornice failed to survive my jumping up and down to 
test its strength and at length we settled for hacking 
a precarious ledge out of the cornice and securing 
ourselves against collapses with ice screws well back 
from the edge. 

Bublimoting looked surprisingly close and in fact 
only four rope lengths took us to the summit the next 
morning. Even more surprising was the fact that the 
easiest route up this stunning rock pinnacle (when 
seen from the Ultar Nullah side) is actually almost all 
snow /ice with a hidden arete providing reasonable 
50 degree climbing to the final 20' rock pinnacle. 

Flushed with the success of Bublimoting and 
back on the still precarious tent platform (increasing 
familiarity failed to make it feel any more secure), 
there seemed little excuse for not taking advantage of 
the perfect weather and taking a 'look' at the west 
ridge of the unclimbed Hunza Peak (c6250m) on the 
other side of the col. 

This ridge is in fact more of a face to begin with 
until, at about 6050 m, it develops into a snow ridge 
with huge cornices overhanging the Ultar side. 

It was clearly much further than Bub limo ting and 
in recognition of this we made the decision to leave 
the tent on the col but to take sleeping bags in case of 
any unexpected nights out. Our concern was to 
prove well founded. 

After somehow taking two and a half hours to get 
up, a 5.30 am start saw us grappling with the first 
difficulties at daybreak under a cloudless sky, 
Excellent quality granite with snow choked fault 
Jines was the order of the day but with only 
intermittent difficulties progress was relatively fast. 
Crag led a difficult slanting rock gangway and I Jed 
a thin ice streak through steep walls before altitude 
took its weary toll and the pace slowed to a crawl on 
50/55 degree ice slopes plastered in powder and 
baked by temperatures known only to the Karakoram 
sun. Monstrous cornices overhung the Ultar Nullah 
side and with an obviously exhausting snow ridge 
ahead rucksacks were abandoned for the final stage 
to the summit. Snow varying from soft to horrific led 
the way forward and at 4.00 pm we stood on our first 
unclimbed Himalyan summit. Too tired for real 
celebrations, we exchanged summit photos before 
collapsing to admire the superb views. 

It was fourteen days since we had left London. 
Having descended to the 'base camp site' (via an 

uncomfortable night when we failed to get back to 
the tent and my contact Jens fluid froze solid) I must 
admit the temptation to rush back to England whilst 
the going was good was indeed great. After alll could 

be back at my Civil Service desk, not to mention my 
new wife, with two peaks, one of them previously 
unclimbed, under my belt having only taken three 
weeks of my annual leave entitlement. However, 
Ultar (7388m) was our main objective and further 
exertion was inevitable. 

Two weeks later I was considerably thinner, 
considerably more tired and had still not reached the 
summit; but thatisanotherstory-a story of masochism 
that would spoil the sweet smell of success. 

There is a lot to be said for concentrating on the 
numerous smaller peaks that are still unclimbed. 

Above: The unclimbed Ultar 
(7388m from Bublimoting. 
Left: Crag Jones during an 
attempt on the South Ridge of 
U/tar with Spantik in the 
background. 
Photos: Fowler 

Summary 
A short account of an ascent of 
Bublimoting (5850m) and first 
ascent of Hunza Peak (c6250m) 
by Mick Fowler and Crag Jones 
(12th-14th August 1991 ), 
highlighting the accessibility of 
"alpine" peaks in the Hunza 
district. 

37 



World Climbing 

Climbing in the United States is distinct from every 
other country in at least one respect: in the United 
States, access to climbing areas is treated as a national 
problem; indeed, the preservation of climbing areas 
and the freedom to climb is taken more seriously than 
in any country in the world. 

Because access is so crucial to American climbers 
it has also taken on a broader meaning than just 
preserving a trail or road to reach the mountains or 
crags. Primarily as a result of the scope of work that 
the Access Fund has chosen to undertake, "access" 
means everything which concerns preservation of 
the ability to climb. 

For the Access Fund that can mean building trails 
or keeping parking areas open; or opposing 
restrictions on bolts or closures of certain routes or 
areas; and "access" can also include buying climbing 
areas that are threatened or closed. The Access Fund 
also advocates low impact climbing technique which 
minimizes the use of bolts or the visual intrusion of 
climbing equipment such as camouflaging anchors 
and slings. 

Thus, "access" includes defending the right to 
climb, opposing restrictions which effect climbing, 
and preserving the environment in which we climb. 
The Access Fund does not distinguish between access 
and conservation, because the Access Fund preaches 
that the best way to preserve access is through 
conservation. I often say that the Access Fund is the 
newest conservation organization in America. 

I will admit that it is difficult to prove that access 
to and the protection of climbing areas is taken more 
seriously in the US than in any other country in the 
world. The UIAA has no committee or commission 
on access problems; even the UIAA conservation 
committee seems to concern itself primarily with 
environmental problems in other countries, such as 
Nepal or Tibet, rather than in the major countries 
from which most climbers come. 

So how can I claim that access and conservation 
are so much more important in America? To begin 
with, a little noted fact is that climbers were some of 
the initiators of the American conservation 
movement. The three acknowledged giants of 
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America 
Access to wild places 
worldwide, particularly 

for climbers, is 
coming under 

increasing threat from 
corporate interests, 

exploitation by 
landowners and 

pressure from real 
estate developers. 

Nowhere is this 
problem more acute 

than in the United 
States where climbers 

have recently 
organised their 

interests to form the 
Access Fund which is 

dedicated to: 
"preserving America's · 

diverse climbing 
resources". 

Mountain invited the 
incumbent President 
of the AF, Armando 
Menocal Ill to outline 
the challenges facing 

this new body and 
how it will tackle them. 

conservation in the US--John Muir, John Marshall 
and David Brower-were climbers. Indeed, Brower 
was one of a group of young Californians who first 
introduced the use of anchors and roped belays 
which are the basis of technical climbing today, and 
these same climbers were to form the leadership for 
the next 40 years of the most powerful conservation 
organization in the US--the Sierra Club. 

And there is today a major legacy of these early 
climber-conservationists. Only in the US is there a 
national organization of climbers devoted exclusively 
to access, and that is the Access Fund. And in its first 
year of existence as a separate organization-it had 
existed for eight years as part of the American Alpine 
Club-the Access Fund has outgrown its parent 
organization, the national climbing federation, which 
had overseen all aspects of climbing for almost a 
century. Thus, the Access Fund's first year budget 
exceeds that of the organization which formed and 
helped start the Access Fund, and this amount is 
raised entirely by voluntary donations from climbers. 

Access is the most crucial issue confronting 
American climbers for a single, obvious reason: The 
number of climbers, climbing areas, and routes and 
the resulting impact on the mountain environment 
aregrowingdramatically. It'snotjustsportclimbing. 
Every "traditional" park in America has reported an 
increase in climbing visits of from 400 to 1,500 percent 
in just the last few years. The explosion can be seen 
at the major climbing areas, but its impact has been 
greater at small local and state parks and private 
lands that have never had enough climbing to trigger 
a reaction from the land managers or owners. 

The actual numberofclimbersin the US is debated. 
Some say its 100,000. Other have estimated that there 
may be over two million. We at the Access Fund put 

. the number at around 500,000. 
We have a better idea of the climbing areas. Three 

years ago a noted guidebook author identified 250 
published guides to climbing areas in the US. By 
1991, the Access Fund has counted over400 climbing 
areas in the US. Some are small crags with only 20 
routes, but others such as Yosemite, the Gunks, and 
Joshua Tree have thousands of routes. Yet more are 



major mountain ranges like Rocky Mountain National 
Park and the Wind Rivers. These400sitescover46of 
the 50 states. At least 15 can be called world class 
climbing areas in that they are regularly visited by 
climbers from all over the world, and another 30 are 
visited by most active American climbers. 

But most important is the fact that about 35 of 
these climbing areas-or slightly less than 10 %-are 
completely closed to climbing. That sounds like a 
serious problem. Ten percent of all climbing areas 
closed. 

In fact the picture in the US is not that bleak. Of the 
35 closed areas, not one is a nationally important area 
and only two, Clifton Gorge in Ohio and Mississippi 
Palisades in Illinois, are regionally important areas. 
The remaining closed areas are small local parks or 
private lands. This is not accidental, but is the result 
of the work of American climbers who have stopped 
actual or threatened closures. For example when 
Texas officials banned climbing at Hueco Tanks, one 
of the premier winter 
climbing areas, 

sport. The only closed areas in the US of any 
importance are in state parks, and these are closed 
becauseparksinvolvedareviewedalmostexclusively 
as nature preserves. 

As to private lands, there is no American legal 
doctrine which would grant climbers a right to climb 
on private land. There is no similar concept such as 
that which exists under the law of Great Britain 
granting some sort of historical right of access for 
hiking and climbing. 

Even though no major areas are closed, protecting 
access nevertheless dictates that we understand the 
causes of closures and restrictions. The two most 
common reasons we hear in the climbing community, 
particularly in the media, for access problems are 
fears of liability as a result of climbing-that is, 
allowing climbing could expose the public or private 
owner of a climbing areas to lawsuits-and, second, 
the overuse or abuse of the environment because of 
the techniques associated with sport climbing-

specifically, that rap
bolting and over-bolting 

particularly for that 
modern class of climbers 
who travel the globe in 

The Resort As Dramatic As The Desert Around It. 
will lead land managers 
to close areas to 
climbing. 

search of the current From reading the 
hardest rock climbs, it 
was the immediate 
reaction of organized 
local climbers which 
reversed the prohibition 
in two weeks and then 
dealt with the 
underlying problem 
which had caused the 
closure. The Access 
Fund has been involved 
in the acquisition of three 
other areas which were 
closed or threatened by 
closures. Yetothershave 
been kept open or had 
restrictions lifted by 
political or legal action 
by the Access Fund. 
And the Access Fund 
has reopened areas, such 
as Mississippi Palisades, 
by financing scientific 
studies to disprove 
harmful environmental 
impacts. 

The Boulders, where your luxurious guest casita is uniquely shaped into 

climbing literature, one 
would assume that fears 
of lawsuits is a major 
reasonforclosuresin the 
US. Michael Kennedy, 
the publisher of 
Climbing,recentlywrote 
a "pessimistic look at 
where climbing might 
be in the year 2000" 
because of lawsuits: all 
individually placed 
protection, such as 
stoppers, hexes, and 
Friends will be banned; 
all routes will be 
equipped with 10,000 
pound test bolts; all 
climbers will be tested 
and registered; and all 
climbing must be done 
with a certified guide. the spectacular desert landscape, and 27 superb holes of 

golf await you in a private, country-club setting. Contact 1. One actual lawsuit 
has so shaken the US 
climbing industry, 
suggesting that 
Kennedy's speculation 

your travel agent or call 1-800-553-1717. 

Can we protect 
climbing in the long 
term by claiming some 
legal right to climb on public or private land? 
Although the climbing community debates whether 
climbing is a "right" or "privilege", publicland owners 
have increasingly come to recognize climbing as a 
legitimate use of public lands. Thus even though 
public agencies in the US would probably resist 
declaring any recreational activity a "right", there is 
little or no consideration of prohibiting climbing. 
The National Park Service has just made such a 
determination, recognizing that climbing is a 
legitimate activity. And the National Forest Service 
has reached the similar conclusions for all wilderness 
area in the US. The issue of whether climbing is a 
permissible use of public land arises only at a few 
state or local par ks, where climbing is an entirely new 

A lost climbing Area? 

THE BOULDERS 
Carefree, Arizona 

might not be alarmist. 
In August 1986, a client 

on an Exum guided climb in the Tetons under the 
tutelage of Jim Bridwell fell to his death, and brought 
down with him Chouinard Equipment, the largest 
manufacturer of climbing equipment in America. 

Understanding the impact of lawsuits on access 
begins with looking at cases against manufacturers 
separately from those against guides and instructors, 
from those against landowners. Most of the lawsuits 
we hear about from the United States are those 
against manufacturers and retailers. Also, individual 
guides and guiding schools face serious risks from 
being sued for climbing accidents. The Exum lawsuit 
is an example. 

However, suits claiming that a piece of climbing 
equipment is defective or that a guide was careless 
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have little bearing on access. Landowners are unlikely 
to close an area just because a manufacturer gets 
sued. 

There is an intangible "ripple effect" such as the 
perception of a liability crisis resulting from climbing 
products liability lawsuits. These concerns can usually 
be overcome because in America, 46 states have laws 
which are intended to protect private and publicland 
owners from lawsuits for permitting the recreational 
use of their property. Although the possibility of 
landowner liability is often raised as justification for 
closing access to climbing areas, in actuality there is 
no reasonable basis for such fears. In fact, the 
American climbing community has an exemplary 
record in this regard. No landowner, public or private, 
has ever been sued by a climber as a result of a 
climbing accident. This is remarkable in view of the 
fact that there are approximately 30 climbing deaths 
per year and hundreds of injuries, some resulting in 
serious, permanent impairments. 

Of the 35 closed climbing areas in the US, four are 
on Native American reservations which do not allow 
climbing because of claimed religious objection; 20 
are in state parks which are either nature preserves or 
are simply unaccustomed to climbing at these sites. 
Less that two percentof climbingareasareon private 
lands which could be affected by fear of lawsuits. 

Thus, whether analysed on the basis of actual 
lawsuits or actual closures, not one climbing area is 
closed because of fear of lawsuits from climbing 
accidents. This fear is perpetuated by the media and, 
as a result, fear of liability is an issue that the Access 
Fund must contend with and persuade public and 
private landowners that this fear is unfounded. 

Concerns have also been expressed particularly 
among landowners, both public and private, about 
possible liability for (i) bolts and other permanent 
anchors and their maintenance, (ii) the regulation of 

mandatory use of bolts or helmets, the truth is that 
neither of these is likely. 

If legal questions concerning climbing are not a 
factor in closures, what about conflicts introduced by 
sport climbing and the ethical disputes over bolts, 
power drills, and chipping and gluing of holds. No 
one, except possibly Royal Robbins wants to regulate 
ethics: not one climbing area enforces ground up or 
anti-rap bolting regulation. In fact, not one climbing 
area is closed because of ethical disputes. In short, 
although we as climbers consider these ethical 
questions to be vital, they areofabsolutely no interest 
to land managers. 

Whether to regulate or prohibit bolts has been an 
intense controversy in America, but at least on the 
basic questions of whether bolts are illegal, the issue 
has been laid to rest. The two federal agencies that 
control most climbing areas in America have 
concluded that bolts are not illegal. Bolting may be 
regulated; power drills will not be allowed in 
wilderness areas; and there may be restrictions of the 
location of bolted routes, such as away from trails, 
camp grounds, and petrogryphs; but bolts will not be 
outlawed. Bolts are prohibited at only a handful of 
sites, and those are areas like the Gunks where 
climbing can go on without bolts or Boulder Mountain 
Parks, where climbing is still viewed with hostility. 

So then, what are the causes of closures and 
regulation? More climbing areas in the US have been 
closed because of alleged adverse effects of climbers 
on nesting raptors, fragile soils, and sensitive plant 
species. These environmental concerns - not the 
traditionalists versus sport climbers arguments over 
style - are today's critical issues affecting climbers 
access and conservation of climbing areas. 

For example, closures based on the perceived 
need tokeepawayfromnestingraptorshaveoccurred 
at major climbing areas across the US, including, 

New River Gorge, WV; 

The two most common reasons for access problems are:fears 
that allnwing climbing could expose the landowner to lawsuits, 
and abuse of the environment caused by rapbolting and over
bolting leading land managers to clnse areas to climbing. 

Yosemite, Lover's Leap,Joshua 
Tree, and Pinnacles National 
Monument, CA; Teton River 
Gorge, WA; Granite Mt. and 
Mt. Lemon, AZ; Cathedral 
Ledge and Cannon Cliff, NH; 
CityofRocks,ID;andZionN.P., 
UT. The only significant 
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ancillary matters, such as whether to require certain 
equipment like helmets, and (iii) attempts at . 
regulating climbing through registration or other 
safety requirements. This in effect is what Michael 
Kennedy feared could result- stringent safety 
requirements by land managers and owners to protect 

, themselves from lawsuits. 
In general, the situation in this regard is so mew hat 

ironic. If a government agency or private landowner 
does nothing to regulate or control climbing, even to 
make it safer, the chances of being sued under the 
American legal system are paltry; however, if some 
form of regulation is attempted, even out of the best 
motives, such as ensuring climber safety, the agency 
or land owner exposes itself to a high likelihood of 
being sued if there is an accident. In general, the 
Access Fund has been able to persuade government 
agencies and private land owners that no regulation 
of climbing is their safest course. 

Thus; despite what you hear about lawsuits 
endangering climbing areas or threatening 

climbing areas which have been 
closed to all climbing- Clifton 

Gorge, OH and Mississippi Palisades, IL-are closed 
because of the impact of climbing on soil erosion and 
endangered plant species. 

Climber representatives and the media must focus 
on theoverallenvironmentalimpactsassociated with 
climbing and mountaineering. Frankly, advocating 
that climbers pick up their garbage, not throw 
wrappers or toilet paper from cliffs, or not engage in 
excessive gardening on routes, will do more good to 
save climbing than all the criticisms of rap-bolting or 
sport climbers. I for one have not seen any difference 
in environmental sensitivity between traditionalists 
and sport climbers. Unfortunately, a climber who 
considers it unethical to use a power drill will put a 
cigarette out by shoving it into a crack or will throw 
toilet pa per from a ledge. And no matter how ethical 
a climber thinks he or she is, rarely if ever will they 
believe that includes picking up the garbage left by 
other climbers. However, if we are to keep climbing 
open and unregulated those are the ethical concern~ 
we must promote and develop. 



Bob Reid , President of the 
Mountaineering Council of Scotland 
continues the theme of access to 
important climbing areas with a critical 
look at the problems facing climbers 
and walkers in Scotland and the 
attitudes of Government and 
landowners. 

"Other countries have sacred mountains that they 
leave untouched." 

I winced inwardly as the questioner wound up 
for his body blow. 

"Why can't the mountaineers and hillwalkers in 
Scotland leave several peaks untouched? Or abstain 
from, say, ten Munros?" I would have laughed were 
it not for the fact that I was at the Cairngorm Working 
Party addressing Magnus Magnusson in the chair (I 
had to bite my lip to prevent a "Pass" slipping out). 
This working party was set up by a minority 
government in Scotland, largely on the basis of that 
old political maxim, 'when in doubt, talk it out'; the 
'it' being National Parks in Scotland, and the talk 
being .:,f the 'I've started so I'll finish' variety. 

Still, my interrogator did have a point. A little self 
restraint from all of us would help conserve our 
mountains a great deal. Except that he was after the 
sort of self restraint that applied only to you and I, 
and not the vested interests that also sat around the 
table. This is a shame. These mountains deserve 
better than the mandarins of Westminster are 
prepared to give. 

From the window of the committee room I could 
see the entire vista of the Northern Coires of the 
Cairngorms. A magnificent sight, but a depressing 
one for climber and skier alike as yet another snow less 
winter passed. I don't envy the climbers that have to 
make the long haul north in winter and thank my 
lucky stars that the Scottish mountains are on my 
doorstep. When conditions are good, just go for it. 
I've known guys in the Rannoch Club drive up to 
Torridon, do a route and be back in Glasgow the 
same day, and that's in winter. In similar vein, a 
couple of the young staff at Tiso's shop in Glasgow 
did a route on Beinn Udlaidh's Coire Daimh after 
work one Tuesday last November, taking benefit of 
a full moon and the first early season frosts. Youthful 
enthusiasm; it's wasted on them. They were back in 
their beds before 2am and at work the next day. I just 
wish that I'd thought of the scam. 
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Above and Previous Page: The 
new High Roads of Scotland, 
bulldozed to your personal 
specification. (Isle of Lewis and 
Cairngorms.) Photos: Alan Reid 
and Martin Mather. 
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Messrs Fowler, Saunders and Watts long ago 
recognised and exploited this trend to marvellous 
effect. You see, Scotland is shrinking. Not in simple 
physical terms, but in terms of time taken for a 
journey. The A74 from England will soon be a 
motorway extension to the M6 and ultimately to the 
channel tunnel. The A9 will have soon by-passed 
anything that resembles settlement on its snaking 
route northwards, relegating [or maybe elevating] 
such diversions as the chippie at Auchterarder to the 
realm of popular mythology. For better or worse the 
west shore of Loch Lomond will soon all be 70 mph 
camberedcurves,inmanicuredcuttings.Anevening's 
cragging in the Coe will become common place and 
no longer rely on GTis, XR3s and Bish McCara's 
school of rallying. 

There will even be a bridge to Skye soon. That it 
should be built at all never really became an issue, 
though its design has regularly featured on the front 
page of the newspapers since bonnie Prince Charles 

stuck in his twopenneth. "Speed bonnie boat, like a 
bird on a wing, over a concrete box girder". Many 
climbers in Scotland at the moment are blitzing the 
routes on Skye while it remains an isle. I hear that 
Robin Campbell is even going to take Sir Hugh T. 
Munro himself up the Inaccessible Pinnacle this · 
summer to complete the round of 3000 footers he 
tabulated. Well it will actually be a lifesize facsimile 
of the guru, kilt and all, and he'll be hauled up the one 

, Munro he never did, in similar fashion to many other 
hill walkers, . since it requires a modicum of rock 
climbing skills. 

I had thought, "dare I mention Munro in this 
gospel of real mountaineering?". But then I reasoned 
that ticking 3000 ft hills is no more, or less a perversion 
of real mountaineering than clipping bolts. Both 
share the ignominy of having led to increased pressure 
on a finite resource. The Scottish Mountaineering 
Club Munros Guide has consistently been in the best 
sellers list in Scotland since its publication and has 
now sold approaching 60,000 copies. Assuming a 
number of multiple ticks, a proportion of retreats in 
the face of Hogmanay depressions and hangovers, 
and a few armchair readers, that means close to ten 

million hillwalking trips . Saints preserve us. 
[Thankfully the profits of that particular guide go to 
theScottishMountaineeringTrustwhodisbursethem 
for the good of mountaineering.] 

This is not meant to be a diatribe hankering for 
bygone days. Whilst I love to have a route to myself 
or be alone on a hill, it grates to hear someone gripe 
about too many other hill users, just because they're 
there. There is enough room in the Scottish hills for all 
the climbers, walkers and skiers of whatever 
persuasion, who wish to come, as long as they act 
responsibly and realise that they are treading a 
precious and fragile resource. 

And there's the rub. Decent access is important, 
but more so the mountains themselves. 

Our mountain heritage has to be conserved but 
sadly the one place that this seems not to be recognised 
is in the corridors of power in Scotland. If they spout 
on about conservation you know fine well that they 
are only paying lip service to the notion. Conservation 

in Scotland has been a 
mish-mash of half baked 
ideas, often designed for 
habitats south of the 
border, and frequently 
applied with ineptitude 
north of the border. 

I know that many 
reading this will be 
thinking 'hang on a 
minute, Scotland is still a 
rugged and wonderful 
wilderness', but the truth 
is that it has never been 
under greater threat. And 
believe me, that threat is 
not the pressure of 
people. This is just 
another piece of 
establishment rhetoric to 
deflect from the real 
malaise, which, if it can 
be summed up 
succinctly, is the 
unwillingness of the 
large landowners to 

compromise any of their activities for the sake of 
conservation. Add to this the totally disproportionate 
power and influence that they exert over the Scottish 
Office and you begin to get the picture. Witness the 
emasculation of the new Scottish Natural Heritage 
Agency last year in the House of Lords, where their 
Lordships saddled the Agency with not only an 
independent supervisory committee, but also the 
completely unnecessary, time consuming, and costly 
task of re-assessing Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
in Scotland. 

This isn't something new either. Scottish history 
is riddled with genuflection to the landed classes. 
We've made a habit of it. Where else could a system 
evolve that gives a million pounds of tax payers' 
money as compensation to the landowner who is 
refused permission to devastate another Scottish 
mountain with alien sitka spruce. Ironically this is 
referred to as 'profit forgone', as if this were some 
great act of benevolence. 

The same system allows management agreements 
to be entered into, again at tax payers' expense, to 
discourage a landlord from exploiting that fragile 
and precious habitat for short term profit, and thus 



ruining it for all time. It's a splendid wheeze, getting 
a regular payment for not doing something which 
society perceives as wrong in the first place. It's more 
commonly known as 'having your cake and eating 
it' . 

Hardly surprising that under these conditions 
recent proposals to establish National Parks in 
Scotland ran aground on the rocky shores of the 
establishment. Not for the landlords those twin evils 
of bureaucracy and control. That old canard of 
National Parks 'only attracting more people' has 
never been trotted-out so often, and the Lake District 
has been repeatedly slurred by inference. 

Should we be surprised? The same rejection for 
the same, spurious reasons has occured twice in the 
last fifty years. This third occasion was the most 
cynical of all. According to a recent System 3 poll, 
84% of the Scottish population agreed that there 
should be National Parks in Scotland. You would 
think that a political party as down on its heels as the 
Scottish Conservative party [despite the recent 
election victory, it holds 9 out of 72 parliamentary 
seats, and ranks third behind two other parties] 
might recognise that a few more votes could have 
been gained. Sadly, no. With so few seats north of the 
border and prospects even worse, why bother? The 
party politicians in Edinburgh may wish otherwise, 
but the whip hand is firmly with the Tory Grandees 
at Westminster, who knew that the election would be 
won, or lost, in England. Scotland, and its 'whingeing 
Jocks', didn't matter. 

Nevertheless, national parks were forced onto 
the agenda at the election since at least one of the 
parties made a manifesto commitment to establish 
them in Scotland. 

Amidst all this debate, little has changed in the 
hills. There are still far too many deer overgrazing the 
sad remnants of our native forests. Grant aided 
afforestry is still predominantly a monoculture of 
alien trees, planted too densely for even the deer to 
penetrate. What little remote land that is left, is 
rapidly being eaten away by the varicose, bulldozed 
track. "Built to take overweight stalkers to places 
their mothers and their diet never designed them to 
reach", according to Patrick Gordon-Duff
Pennington, the outgoing president of the Scottish 
Landowners Federation. 

Of the three hundred or so estates which largely 
cover the Highlands, 26 have come onto the market 
in the last year but 

this tabloid tale of a millionaire buying an estate 
becausehisbellydancerwifewantedtobeaneighbour 
to the Queen at Balmoral. Mar will soon have been 
acquired for the nation by a consortium of 
conservation bodies who will protect its heritage; 
that is unless another foreign millionaire nips in at 
the last minute and outbids them. 

Knoydart was bought by a property developer in 
1984, and then subdivided and sold off in small lots 
to recoup the initial £1.Sm outlay. £2.Sm later the 
remnant estate is once more up for sale, with both the 
John Muir Trust and the Scottish National Trust 
interested [conservation money being played off 
against each other?]. The Rough Bounds of Knoy dart 
are worth so much more than pounds, shillings and 
pence. The very name sounds like some dark and 
stormy Walter Scott novel. When Lady Josephine 
Macdonnell cleared Knoydart for sale in the mid 19th 
century, to put sheep on the land instead of the 400 
crofters that lived there, she prophetically said that 
none of the next seven owners would make a penny 
from the estate. She could have been speaking about 
all the estates of Scotland. Perhaps their value should 
be accounted differently, for I fear that the economic 
climate of the late 20th century, with all its imperatives, 
wi!J put demands on these mountains that they 
cannot sustainably cope with. 

In debate with government in Scotland about the 
better care and management of its unrivalled 
mountain heritage, the message is often handed 
down, "Well, if that's what you think should be done 
with it, why don't you buy it and get on with it," [eg. 
at Mar Lodge]. I am pleased that several estates are 
now owned by responsible conservation 
organisations, but fearful that we have presented the 
ideal excuse to lazy and partisan governments who 
haven't the will to initiate change. Surely it would be 
better to campaign for conditions where ownership 
of the land becomes academic. 

That means establishing a system of conservation 
in Scotland that can manage and control land use in 
our mountains in a rational, sustainable and 
accountable manner. I strongly believe that National 
Parks should be part of that set up, though with a 
single primary remit of conservation which would 
act as a filter for all other activity. This must be 
matched with a far more consistent approach from 
government, instead of the ridiculous contradictions 
that exist at present. Wherever subsidy or grant is 

Author 

Bob Reid (36) is currently 
President of the Mountaineering 
Council of Scotland. He is an 
experienced mountaineer who 
has led two successful 
expeditions to the Himalaya and 
has made a number of first 
ascents in Scotland. Reid is a 
committed conservationist and 
last year visited the USA, with 
sponsorship from the Winston 
Churchill Trust, to study aspects 
of the National Park System in 
that country. He was especially 
interested in the balance 
between preserving the 
mountain environment and 
providing for the quiet 
enjoyment of the resource. 

only six have sold. 
Estates in Scotland 
seem to have become 
a fashionable bauble 
for the extremely 
wealthy. The 
equivalent of a yacht 
in the Mediterranean. 
There are nations 
which prohibit the 

"W1:Jere else could a system evolve that gjves a million pounds of tax 
payers' money as compensation to the landowner who is refused 
permission to devastate another Scottish mountain with alien sitka 
spruce? Ironically this is referred to as 'profit forgone', as if this were 
some great act of benevolence." 

private ownership of such vast tracts of wild land, 
including some in Europe. Which is partly why the 
international set end up here, in spite of the more 
publicly given reasons which range from a claim to 
Scottish ancestry to philanthropy, and even in one 
case to a fear of the Russians. 

The recent history of Mar Lodge sadly illustrates 
these trends. This estate covers some of the finest 
parts of the Cairngorms including Ben Macdui and 
Braeriach. Hopefully there will be a happy ending to 

given out of tax payers money, whether it be forestry, 
farming, or other land use, some tangible public 
good must be discernable. 

It all sounds straightforward and logical enough, 
but the voice putting these ideas forward is all too 
small, and all too often ignored. If you've read this far 
and not expired of boredom, get out there·, and climb 
if you will, but for the mountains' sake, put something 
back (most climbers don't) and help secure what you 
cherish for your grandchildren to do likewise. 
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Rock Boots 
The 1992 Market 
The firslthing to say is thatthe 

UK only offers a selected 

proportion of what is available 

elsewhere in the world. Such 

names as 5.10 from the USA, 

Dolomite from Italy and One 

Sport of France are not 

represented in the UK scene 

and Vertical, who brought 

Stealth rubber to the UK have 

now packed up their rock boot 

range. As a result, the 1992 

market is simpler than ii used 

to be with less boots to choose 

from and the acknowledged 

market leaders ruling the roost. 
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GENEALOGY 
Prehistory 
In the beginning there was the PA named 
after the famous French mountaineer and 
Fontainbleau activist Pierre Allain. However 
for most of us the most memorable 'original' 
rock boot was the ubiquitous EB. Everyone 
bought EB's - there was nothing else of note 
(well, there were blue Moac Gollies and grey 
'Masters' with teflon soles and a few other 
exotic read and brown creations that luckily 
slipped into oblivion - literally!) Everyone 
thought that EB stood for Ellis Brigham -
perhaps the best free advertising that 
Brigham's ever had - when it really stood for 
Emile Bourdeneau,a Paris shoe manufacturer 
who developed designs based on the 
requirements of the local Fontainbleau 
sandstone masters. 

However, all this is now pre-history, 
equivalent to the neolithic period as the EB 
that appeared in countless photos and was 
part and parcel of the great 60's and ?O's 
grade explosion was suddenly and 
dramatically deposed in 1983 by that most 
magical and rare thing, a revolutionary 
technological advance. 

Modern Times 
The great rock boot revolution began from a 
totally unexpected quarterof Europe - Spain. 
However, it was preceded by a couple of 
false dawns that highlighted the growing 
pressure to develop something to suit the 
increasing demands of modern rock 
climbers. French master boot builders, 
Galibier introduced the "Contact" which 
overlapped with the Asolo Canyon in a race 
to claim the super 'stickiness' that was every 
rock climber's dream. This technological 
race was fuelled by the dominant player, EB 
radically altering their production techniques 
and in most people's opinion, ruining the EB 
by inlroducing a more automated production 
line. The result, the "Bubble Boot" (the toe 
resembled a black balloon) was a change for 
the worse and rival producers were quick to 
attempt to fill the sudden gap in the market. 

However, it was an unknown boot maker 
from Alicante, Boreal , that achieved the 
breakthrough with the 'all leather' grey Fire, 
featuring a radically sticky sole made from a 
secret formula rubber compound whose . 
manufacture was obliquely referred to as 
'more of an art than a science!' Of course, all 
other boots immediately became history as 
the Fire out-performed every existing boot 

by 100%. So much so that pure friction 
values have changed very little since then , 
even with the advent of new formulations of 
'designer' rubber. 

Post Fire Development 
Virtually all of the major developments in 
rockboot design and technology since the 
first Bo real Fire have in fact come from either 
Boreal or La Sportiva of Italy initiatives. 
Other manufacturers such as Asolo and 
Scarpa have made valuable contributions to 
the furtherance of design, but it has been 
Boreal and La Sportiva who have made the 
g realest and most continuous impact on the 
scene. However it is Boreal 's current range 
of boots that crystalises post 1983 
development as each model represents a 
particular stage in boot development from 
the original Fire toe crusher to the modern 
arched 'ballet' lasted precision laced slippers. 
The Classic represents a move from the 
original 'central-toed' Fire to an asymmetrical 
foot shaped last designed to fit feet rather 
than cram all the toes mercilessly together 
towards a central point! Nowadays the Classic 
represents a traditional boot aimed at middle 
grade climbers , but featuring modern 
developments such as asymmetrical 'ballet' 
lasts. Most other manufacturers produce 
boots in this category, La Sportiva's Zen, 
Scarpa Rockmaster 11 , Kamel New Joshua 
Tree. These boots represent the modern fine 
tuning of traditional designs. 
It was Boreal's development of the Ace and 
Balletthat represented the great leap forward 
in 1986 with radically asymmetrical lasts, 
raised heel foot profiles to concentrate power 
into the toe area, super low toe profile and 
carefully controlled front end support to give 
superior edging and increased sensitivity 
without sacrificing smearing ability, itself 
enhanced by supersticky rands. The Ace 
particularly set the scene for the explosion of 
shoes onto the market instantly shattering 
the seemingly solid mythsaboutthe need for 
ankle support etc, etc. 
Other significant boots have vied for 
predominance of which Asolo 's Runout I 
and La Sportiva's original Mega were the 
most influential. Both represented the 
growing move from boots to lighter shoes, 
more honed to provide pinpoint edging 
accuracy and sensitivity, sometimes at the 
expense of more traditional friction 
performance. 
Boots and shoes of these advanced designs 
(Sportiva Tao, Asolo La Rage, Runout 11) are 
now considered to be standard issue for 
middle grade climbers who want easy to use, 
top end performance, whereas in 1987 they 

represented the cutting edge of radical design. 
It was Sportiva who sparked off what is now 
known as the slipper revolution with their 
minimalist 'rubber skin ' slipper and the 
Manolo, a strange 'fit either foot ' slipper 
design. 
While these slippers heralded a new super 
lightweight shoe concept, - it was with the 
introduction of the Ninja slipper in 1987 that 
Boreal genuinely developed a new approach 
to providing climbers with footwear 
appropriate to their modern ambitions. Again 
it was Bo real that developed the brand leader 
and introduced the radical Ninja, a lightweight 
rock slipper offering thoroughly modern 
performance - incredible sensitivity, superb 
friction , minimum weight, extreme narrow 
toe profile for pockets and micro cracks. 
However, the very lightness and 
insubstantiality of slippers meant that some 
serious deformation could occur on extreme 
frictioning (heel slippage and toe bagging) 
and on extreme edging (heel bagging) . To 
prevent this, Boreal developed the Sprint I 
and II (or Ninjas with laces) which only 
partially improved stability and seemed, if 
anything, to be leading development back 
towards traditionally lasted rock shoes! 

Others contributed to the refinement of 
slippers (Asolo Opera, Sportiva ) and carried 
on the development of the laced slipper. 
(Sportiva's Mythos, Hanwag Fighter, Asolo 
SLI & II, Scarpa Phantom) while Sportiva 
showed the way with the arched last first 
used in the Kenda. However it was Boreal 
and La Sportiva who most effectively 
rethought the slipper. La Sportiva's original 
Kenda introduced the concept ofthe 'arched' 
last which puts the foot into tension by 
curving the foot downwards whilst retaining 
the raised heel profile so that the climber's 
weight is chanelled directly down through 
the toe area of the shoe. The tensioning of the 
foot through the arched last radically 
enhanced toe control and natural strength so 
allowing a lighter boot construction and thus 
superbly sensit[ve edging. 

Boreal introduced the Laser to answer the 
failings of slippers and create a new standard 
in performance. By reshaping the last to 
create a tensioned , arched foot held in place 
by a deep double rubber cupped wraparound 
heel , the Laser gives fully stable performance 
with incredibly enhanced toe hooking and. 
edging performance designed primarily for 
overhanging rock. Smearing is also very 
positive although when new, the down 
pointing nature of the arched sole holds the 
foot firmly and can make frictioning 
something you have to concentrate on! As 
the boots soften with use, frictioning becomes" 
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more natural, although Boreal's next step is 

rumoured to be making the Laser with new 

non-fatigue materials for 'as new' 

performance for all its life! 

I have concentrated on Boreal and La 

Sportiva for good reason, as they have been 

the major innovators in rock boottechnology 

in the last decade. Where they lead, others 

have followed from sticky rubber to radical 

'ballet' lasts, slippertechnology and constant 

quality improvement. It is no accident that 

now the rock boot boom of the late 1980's 

has subsided and the market is somewhat 

clearer with several major suppliers having 

bowed out, Boreal and La Sportiva are still 

there innovating and dominating the rock 

boot scene, not just in the UK but also 

internationally. Other manufacturers such 

as Dolomite, 510, Asolo, Scarpa, Kamel, 

Han wag and One Sport are vigorously 

promoting rock boot ranges internationally, 

although the choice is now somewhat 

reduced in the UK from the heyday of the late 

1980's. 

ASOLO La Rage 
Asolo's high performance all round boot 

and one of the few available with a 

medium to wide fitting. Sensitivity much 

improved on older Asolo models due to 

thinner mid sole support. Stiffness profile 

is matched well with lateral rigidity being 

sufficient for good positive edging and 

foot support but also allowing for 

sensitive frictioning. The toe profile is 

relatively blunt making pocket use only 

reasonable. Friction, from the 5mm llga 

rubber sole is good, but not exceptional. 

ASOLO Runout II 
Asolo's replacement for the dearly 

beloved and much lamented green 

Runout I. Originally a much narrower 

last was used in the Runout II but this 

year's model has been widened out 

May/June 1992 

somewhat by popular demand. Slip 

lasted for good comfort and less stiff 

than La Rage allows close-to-the-edge 

sensitivity and excellent delicate edging 

performance with good Asolo friction 

quality from the 4mm llga rubber sole. 

Needs to be fitted tight (although not as 

tight as the Runout I, phew!) to get the 

best out of it. Also the new Runout is 

fitted with a new anti stretch cotton lining 

to make sure that it does not stretch as 

much as the old green 'elastic band' 

Runout/! 

ASOLO SLI & II 
Asolo's contribution to the modern 

lightweight market. Symmetrically lasted 

to cram those toes into the last corners 

of the shoe! This gives good edge 

sensitivity but can cause pain. SL/ is a 

specialist soft friction shoe and SLl/has 

slightly stronger mid sole support for 

better edging. 

BOREAL Ninja 
The byword for slipper performance. 

Incredibly light and simple - just pull on 

(well tug on!) and climb! Super sensitive 

due to the lack of obvious stiffening on 

the sole. Needs to be fitted tight as the 

uppers do stretch. On extreme frictioning 

some foot movement can occur as the 

single randed heel cup cannot fully 

control the foot. 

Edited by Dick Turnbull 

BOREAL Ballet 
Precise board lasted asymmetrical last 

gives a good close fit with a slim, shallow 

toe profile for good thin crack and pocket 

performance. Raised heel boot shape 

helps keep the toes in close contact 

with the front of the boot when frictioning. 

Superb friction performance from the 

sole for both edging and smearing. 

Stiffness is balanced to allow precision 

edging and not impede smearing whilst 

still giving good foot support. A great 

high performance boot that does it all! 

BOREAL Ace 
Boreal's leading mainstream rock shoe. 

Similar but slightly fuller last to the Ballet 

with the same superbly balanced 

support that allows sensitive but positive 

traditional edging whilst letting you put a 

lot of rubber on the rock for great 

smearing. A recent model change added 

more side rubber to the instep area and 

heel giving greater arch support and 

less heel deformation. Perhaps Boreal's 

best all-round performance shoe. 

BOREAL Classic 
Boreal's latest version of their original 

Fire. Now with asym~trical board last, 

padded tongue and sticky rands. The 

basic boot of the range and typically 

advanced in modern features. 
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BOREAL Laser 
Current state-of-the-art slipper/shoe. Its 
most advanced features are the radical 
'arched ' design stressing the foot into a 
downward curve and the pronounced 
double randed heel cup which snug fits 
over the heel and makes sure that the 
toe is kept positively over the front of the 
shoe enabling the toe to hook over fine 
edges especially on overhanging rock. 
Super fine profiled toe gives great thin 
edge and crack performance. Friction is 
slightly compromised by the 'arched' 
last but is still exceptional due to the 
superior sticky soles and rands. 

HANWAG Fighter 
Hanwag 's soft lightweight friction shoe. 
Very light 'board' lasted construction 
with a conservatively asymmetrical toe 
profile. Hardish rubber heel tensioning 
strap can be difficult at first but relents 
quickly. Fit is close and reasonably 
precise. Friction is good (rather than 
excellent) while sensitivity and pocket 

use are excellent. 

HANWAG Spider 
The Fighter's edging orientated brother. 
Similar features to the Fighter but an 
additional light mid sole to give firmer, 
more positive micro edging. 
Conventional flat board lasting and semi
asymmetrical toe profile fits some but 
not all! Thin 4mm sole gives good 
sensitivity but where the rand is folded 
under the boot around the edges it 
gives the shoe a 'rimmed ' feeling. 
Strange! Goo<:! all round modern 
performance with an alternative fit. 

KAM ET New Joshua Tree 
New streamlined model of Kamet's most 
successful all round boot. New 
asymmetrical thin toe profile is much 
more sensitive in thin edging, thin cracks 
and pockets. Friction is excellent with 
sticky Spanish rubber sole and rands. 
The heel cup is well reinforced without 
being too hard on the heel (initial 
reservations disappeared with use). 
Manufacturing quality is much improved 
with the vulnerable toe area of the rand 
looking more robust than before. An 
excellent all round performance boot 
with a good sensitivity both for precise 
edging and friction and at tremendous 
value! 

LA SPORTIVA Tao 
Sportiva's top performance rock shoe. 
Shallow toe profile is great in thin cracks, 
pockets and fine edges. Good toe 
stability and sensitivity on thin edges. 
Heel fit can be baggy but the strong 
forward tensioner at the heel does keep 
the front of the foot well in place. New 
thicker sole has improved reliability with 
marginal loss of sensitivity. 

LA SPORTIVA Zen 
Sportiva budget boot shows how much 
has changed! Ballet lasted, sticky rubber 
sole and rand, low cut heel and 
accommodatingly generous fit as much 
for comfort as anything. All for £55.00! 
Superb value but watch the sizing - the 
Zen sizing is monstrous - about 3 sizes 
oversized! Performance is good on 
edging and friction but delicate usage is 
compromised by the bulky toe profile. 

LA SPORTIV A Mythos 
Sportiva's slipper style boot. Good thin 
and shallow toe profile make it great for 

thin crack and pocket use. Sensitivity is 
superb and friction has been improved 
by the introduction of new Spanish 
rubber. The Mythos boasts an intricate 
lacing system designed to stabilise the 
slipper which no one seems to be able 
to use with any particular effect! The 
"Soft Heel System" heel (another 
Sportiva first) is curious and of doubtful 
value as a shock absorber and does 
give the slipper a baggy heel feel as well 
as making heel hooking less positive 
than a snug close-to-the-edge fit. Overall 
a good high performance sensitive rock 
shoe/s lipper combination. It's a shame 
that they are always in short supply. 

MERRELL Flashdance 
Merrell 's only rock boot. Aimed at the 
mid-grade climber, the Flashdance is a 
good , robust , well made , general 
purpose 'board' lasted boot suitable for 
all day wearing. Somewhat clumsy (by 
modern standards) but it does give good 
foot support. The slim, shallow toe profile 
is good technically but is difficult to fit 
snugly often leaving a slight gap in toe 
end. A little bit more 'asymmetricality' in 
the last would help to improve the fit. 

SCARPA Rockmaster II 
Scarpa 's once popular advanced 
general boot, the Rock master (if that's 
not a contradiction in termsl) is 
revamped with different colour scheme 
(green) and new all leather and 
Cambrelle lining insoles for greater 
durability and comfort. Edging is good 
but somewhat clumsy by modern 
standards but the friction is good. A 
good all purpose boot for middle grade 
(VS-E1/2). 

SCARPA Phantom 
Scarpa's newest model is a thoroughly 
up to date modern lightweight "slipper'' 
lasted shoe. Good foot profile allows 
close toe control for sensitive edging. 
Friction is good rather than excellent. 
Thin crack/pocket performance is 
excellent and positive. The Phantom is 
Scarpa's best modern shoe to date. ' 
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Design Features 
'Slip' Lasting 
Sometimes known as 'glove' lasting this construction utilises a wrap around approach with the upper boot materials being used to cover the entire foot , so making 
a kind of sock with no 'edges'. The rubber sole is then formed and glued onto the 'slip-lasted' boot and the result is an extremely close glove-like fit with no 
angular internal corners that are potential 'baggy' spots. This approach gives good fitting characteristics and is relatively cheap. 

'Board ' Lasting 
The traditional approach to rock boot construction based on normal 'lasting' principles. The 'upper' is formed around a 'last' (a foot shaped and individually sized 
model) and blake sewn to a foot sole shaped midsole to create a boot/shoe. The rubber is then bonded onto the midsole after the edging rand has been added. 
This construction is easy to identify by the obvious flat internal sole of the boot. Its advantages are its adaptability to create a wide variety of stable shapes and 
variable stiffness in different models by using different midsole materials and patterns to achieve particular characteristics. The most durable boots are board 
lasted. Disadvantages are weight, cost and some compromise on sensitivity and closeness of fit. All modern superlight slippers and shoes like Ninjas, Mythos, 
Laser etc. are 's lip 'lasted rather than 'board ' lasted in order to maximise sensitivity and minimise weight. 

'Asymmetrical' Shape 
Asymmetrical shape refers to the position of the apex of the boot (i.e. the longest point of the boot where the big toe goes). Boreal's original Fire boot was a 
'symmetrical ' shape which was patently not foot shaped (the big toe was crushed towards a central position) and earned a reputation amongst the majority of 
climbers as a crippler (especially as it had to fit tight to cope with superstretchy uppers). More modern boots generally use 'asymmetrical' lasts where the foot 
shape built into the boot/shoe is a more natural one with the longest point more in line with the usual position of the big toe. This gives easier fitting, helps the 
upper to fit tighter with less internal volume that needs to be controlled by the laces and most importantly allows the big toe to fit closer and more naturally over 
the inside front edge - the most important edging area. 

Key: B - Boot. SH - Shoe, LS - Laced Slipper, S - Slipper 

MAKE MODEL PRICE SIZES FIT SENSI- FRICTIOt EDGIN( TOE THIN CRACKS HEEL BUILD 
TIVITY PROFILE POCKETS HOOK 

ASOLO LA RAGE B £74.95 
3-12 in Med. to wide, 

Good Good Good Broad Good Good Reliable 
halves 1-1.5 down 

RUN OUT II SH £74.95 
2-13 in Medium, 

Excel Good Excel Blunt (ish!) Good Good Reliable 
halves 1-1.5 down 

SLI LS £54.95 
2-13 in 

Thin - fit tight Excel Good OK 
Slim & 

Good Good OK 
halves Shallow 

SLII LS £69.95 
2-13 in 

Thin - tight Excel Good Good 
Slim/ 

Good Good OK 
halves Shallow 

BOREAL CLASSIC B £63.95 3.5-12 1-1.5down Good Good OK 
Blunt/Asym 

OK OK Excel 
etric 

BALLET B £72.95 3.5-12 1-1.5down Excel Good Exe Slim Excel OK Excel 

ACE SH £69.95 3.5-12 1-1.5down Excel Excel Good Slim Excel Good Excel 

NINJA s £44.95 2.5-12 
Tight as 

Excep Excep Good 
Slim/ 

Excel Good Excel 
possible shallow 

LASER LS £62.95 2.5-12 Tight Excel Excel Excep 
Slim/ 

Excel Good Excel 
shallow 

HANWAG FIGHTER SH £69.95 3.5-11.5 1.5-2 down Good Good Good Thin Good Good Good 

SPIDER SH £72.95 3.5-11.5 1.5-2 down Good Good Excel Thin Good Good Good 

NEW 
B £56.99 35-46.5 

Half size 
Good Excel Good 

Narrow/ 
Good Good Good KAMET 

J-TREE down shallow 

LA 
TAO B £70.00 34-46 One down Excel Good Excel Shallow Excel Good Excel 

SPORTIVA 

ZEN B £55.00 34-46 
Wide, 2-3 

OK Good Good Blunt OK OK OK 
down 

MYTHOS SH £59.95 
36-44 in Tight as 

Excel Excel Good Slim Excel OK OK 
halves possible 

MERREL 
FLASH-

B £64.95 
3-13 inc Same (flat 

Good Good OK 
Long/ v. 

Good OK Good 
DANCE halves toe) shallow 

SCARPA 
ROCK 

B £69.95 
36-46 in halt-one 

Good Good OK Nearly blunt OK OK Excel 
MASTER II halves down 

PHANTOM SH £69.95 36-46 1-2 down Excel Good Goocj Slim Excel Good Excel 
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Himalayan Climber 
by Doug Scott 
Diadem Books £19.95 

When the visual impact of a book greatly 

outweighs its literary content, the quality of 

the writing is thrown into stark relief and 

perhaps is more importantthan in a climbing 

book with literary pretensions supported 

only by clusters of photos. My first reaction 

to this book, probably the one that sells it, 

went something like this: 

"Wow, that looks brilliant" ... (turns page) ... 

"bloody hell, gobsmacking position" ... (turns 

page) ... "Hey, I remember him, necky 

bugger" ... (flip) ... "My god, what a line!" My 

second reaction was, "I want to read about 

this." 

This is the sort of involuntary first reaction 

most climbers will experience. The 

photographs are so good and the captions 

so relevant that the final result is a "do it 

yourself" Doug Scott lecture which, when 

picked up at any point, has the quality of 

mesr,erizing, hence one gazes on. 

But the dilemma that the publishers faced in 

deciding how to prepare the book is all too 

obvious. Astheywaded through Doug Scott's 

treasure trove of world wide climbing photos, 

it must soon have become clear that the 

story behind the photos was immense, as 

grand and stimulating as the journeys so 

vividly laid out in the book. In his introductory 

note, Ken Wilson explains that the book is a. 

"comprehensive photographic portrait"of 

the autobiography should have been given 

its place here. The differing quality of the text 

reveals a degree of having being written by a 

committee, a complaint that Scott made in a 

recent interview. Where the few longer 

descriptive passage are interjected to provide 

some geographical or sequential order, the 

writing tends to have a minimalist quality. 

The result is that descriptions of metaphysical 

experiences sound rather unconvincing, and 

perhaps more seriously, comments on the 

death offriends or interpersonal relationships 

are reduced to an almost emotionless 

simplicity. If this is the result of editorial 

control, then it lets down what is otherwise 

a very well put together book. 

Personally, although I would have preferred 

to have had Doug's photos and his 

autobiography together in one book, to 

achieve both may have been an impossible 

task. The book would almost certainly be in 

excess of a thousand pages and would need 

pruning to a publishable length. The more 

serious problem for Scott would be being 

forced to take a year off to write. Scott's 

climbing record on the last page shows that 

since the mid 1950's he has not missed a 

year, despite a number of accidents and 

harrowing close calls that would make most 

mortals think again. 

I am tempted, finally, to make a comparison 

with the Bonington bumper picture book 

published three years ago. Visually, they are 

of a similar quality. Both books rely heavily 

on photographs as the selling point, and in 

this objective they succeed. very well. 

However, the earlier Bonington book does 

hang together better in the text. In Himalayan 

Climber, the extended captions and the 

individual photo captions occasionally repeat 

information given elsewhere in the text, and 

occasionally refer to characters or events 

now omitted from the main text. But these 

are relatively minor points compared to the 

grandeur of the photos. These latter, to coin 

the phrase, speak for themselves. 

John Porter 

Flammes de Pierre 
by Anne Sauvy 
Diadem £12.99 

in English, and about time, too! 

Readers of French have been able 

to enjoy her works for some time now: 

this collection, minus two stories, was 

first published in 1982, when it earned 

for Sauvy Le Prix de l'Alpe. Her most 

recently published French language 

collection, La tenebre et l'azur, won last 

year's Grand Prix du 1 er Salon du Livre 

Montagne. 

Fans of Steck and Roper's Ascent 

will be familiar with the first piece in the 

book, The Collector(Ascent, Volume V, 

1989). La Fourche appeared first in the 

Alpine Journal (UK, 1985) , Time 

Reversal in Climbing #95 (US, 1986), 

and these latter two plus 2084 were 

collected in the fiction omnibus One 

Step in the Clouds (Diadem 1990). But 

even if you're already familiar with these, 

you will find in Les Flam mes de Pierre a 

further twelve stories in which to savour 

afresh the Anne Sauvy style. 

Her main characters tend to be 

positive but at the mercy of the Fates, 

and she observes their trials with a 

tolerant humour. They somehow fall 

victim to their own contradictions: the 

boastful priest who must remain silent 

about his amazing soloed first ascent 

( The Penance); the man who chides his 

wife for worrying too much when he is 

late back from his alpine ascents (For 

Whom the Helicopter Flies); the bad 

tempered climbing phantom who must 

perform an act of love (the Bishorn 

Ghost). The majority of the stories have 

a "classic" feel to them. The characters' 

names undoubtedly help in creating this 

aura: Raymond Crapin, Achille 

Bletterans, Lucien Peridot, Father Jayat. 

Likewise the alpine peaks which provide 

the major backdrop for all but two of the 

stories. In one of the exceptions, 2084, 

they get a jolly good mention ; in the 

other, Liberation! they are actually the 

main protagonists and provide Sauvy 

with much amusing wordplay. ["The 

Chalne des Ecclesiastiques tried in vain 

to murmur soothing words." "The Dames 

Anglaises pursed their lips up in a very 

ladylike way when they encountered 
Scott's career and that "an autobiography Flammes de Pierre is the first collection the Aiguille du Pissoir."] The mountains 

follows." My main criticism is that more of of Anne Sauvy's short stories to appear in this "parable", as it is dubbed, bypas~ 
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the major use of humankind in wrecking 

their environment by obligingly 

destroying themselves. 

Much human folly is paraded in 

these pieces: avarice, covetousness, 

bad temper, pride, lack of conviction ; 

and menace and hopelessness have 

more than walk-on parts, yet the overall 

air is not one of despair: this reader was 

left with no aftertaste of depression, 

rather the feeling of a safe and 

benevolent observer of the frailties of 

person- and mountainkind. 

The translations (variously by Jane 

Taylor , John Wilkinson , Franco 

Gaudiano, Jeremy Bernstein, Daniel 

Roberts , Geraldine Roberts, Siobhan 

Anderson , Linda Collinge and Anthea 

Bell) make for smooth reading and show 

a uniformity of style which must spring 

from the strong flavour of the originals, 

and which makes the pieces sit well 

with each other in this elegant, witty and 

very collectable volume. 

Rosie Smith 

L'Oisans Nouveau est Arrivee 
by Jean-Michel Cambon (1991) 
Published privately FF100 

"Cimbing in l'Oisans, how the devil is this 
possible I " This is Cambon 's opening to his 
general preface. All the old myths surrounding 
Dauphine rock are exploded. Of 120 new 
climbs, 76 were put up within the last five 
years and a good proportion of these were of 
1989and 1990vintage. Climbs are on granite 
or limestone, vary between 200m and 11 OOm 
length and Cambon is personally responsible 
for a prodigious footage ("Meterage?") of 
new rock. Obviously this guide book is a 
'must' for the visitor. 
The book is written in French but this is not 
difficult to translate and it is supported by 
very cleartopo/diagrams showing both lines 
of ascent and equipped (rappel) descents. 
Gradings are French and it is here that British 
climbers wi ll encounter problems. Pitch 
notations vary, for example, V+Nla (French) 
has varied between middle V.S. and 5a British ; 
Via (French) certainly spans 5a/b (UK) in the 
reviewer's experience. The newness of the 
climbs inevitably carried this problem - it is 
not the compiler's fault. Caution is therefore 
necessary. Moreover the UIAA convention 

linking pitch difficulty to overall grade appears 
to have been disregarded. Climbs of "D" 
carry sustained pitches of Vand V+ and "D+" 
often includes Via pitches. This is very 
worrying. Talk of a bolt ("spit") being placed 
at every 6 feet is rubbish - 5/6 metres is 
normal, so the "club" V.S. leader could find 
him/herself retreating I Many "D/D+" climbs 
wou ld carry the "T.D." overall grade if UIAA 
criteria were applied and most of the climbs 
in the guide book are "D+" and above - hence 
the plea for caution. 
The scale of climbs does not relate to UK 
norms. These are long , serious routes where 
exposure and the alpine environment add 
spice. To the leader of E3 plus, the technical 
difficulty presents no problem and the new 
climbs of l'Oisans must beckon. With wise 
choice there is much also for the V.S. person. 
Cambon indicates clearly what gear is needed: 
50 metre ropes are really essential as some 

of the rappels exceed the stated 45m. Older 
routes (such as appear in Rebuffat or J.J. 
Rollands guides) are faintly lined on topos 
and many are de-equipped and unfrequented. 
Areas covered: 
Valloise: Les Bans, Ailefroide , Sialouze, 
Pelvoux, Pie sans Norn, Ecrins. Veneon - La 
Berade: Meije,Gondoliere, Point Thoran!, 
Dibona, Tete de l'ours, Pie N. des Cavales, 
Pointe Emma. Valjouffrey: Olan. 
Valgaudemar: Olan and Banc de Aiguilles. 
Brian~onnais: Montbrison, Tete de l'Aval. 
Cerces: Total coverage, Vallee etroite (Italy). 
All in all Cambon has produced a lot of good 
information in a clear and concise manner 
and he is to be applauded and thanked . The 
reviewer's caution is the result of personal 
activity at a leading ability of 5a/b and 
consultation with several first ascentionists. 
Time wi ll shake out the details. 
John Brailsford 

You can climb with the most experienced guides to the highest Mountains 
in the World - including Everest. Upcoming expeditions include: 

• Everest 
• Aconcagua, S. America 
• Elbrus & The 

Pamirs, Russia 

all or Write lor 
a lree brochure 

• Kilimanjaro, Africa 
• Mera Peak & 

Arna Dablam, Nepal 
• Ecuador Volcanoes 
• Carstensz in Iran Jaya 
• Vinson, Antarctica 

• Cho-Oyu, Nepal 
• Mexico Volcanoes 
• Training Courses in 

the Washington 
Cascades 

• Private Guiding 

. ,. 

4_\ ALPINE ASCENTS INTERNATIONAL 
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SUPPLIERS 
OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked IC) (Ml IS) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and Ski-ing Equipment 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Aberdeen 
Bill Marshall, 
186 George St. 
(C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0224 636952 

Altrincham 
Nick Estcourt Ski & Climb 
53 Stamford New Road 
Tel. 061 928 6613 

Ambleside 
Frank Davies 
Climbers Shop 
Compston Corner 
Tel. 05394 32297 

Ambleside 
Rock & Run 
3 - 4 Cheapside 
LA22 0AB 
Tel. 05394 33660 or 32667 

Aviemore 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd. 
9/10 Grampian Road 
PH22 1RH 
Tel. 0479 810175 (C) (M) (S) 

Aviemore 
Speyside Sports (S) 
Tel. 0479 656 

Belfast 
Jackson Sports Eqt. 
The Outdoor Centre 
70 High Street 
Tel. 0232 238572 

Belfast 
Surf Mountain 
12 Brunswick St. 
Tel. 0232 248877 

Birmingham 
Snow & Rock Sports 
14 - 16 Priory House 
Oueensway 4 
Tel. 021 236 8280 

Blackpool 
The Alpine Centre 
193 Church Street 
Tel. 0253 24307 

Bolton 
The Mountain Shop 
10 Manor Street 
Tel. 0204 386251 

Bradford 
Allan Austin M'ntain Sports 
4 Jacob Street 
Manchester Rd., 5 
Tel. 0274 728674 

Bradford 
John Dunne Mountain Sports 
38 Manningham Lane 
BD1 3EA 
Tel. 027 4 730257 

Brighton 
Open Spaces 
18 Coombe Terrace 
Lewes Rd. 
BN24AD 
Tel. 0273 600897 
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Brighton 
Surf & Ski Sports 
1/2 Regents Street (corner of 
Church Street), BN11UL 
Tel. 0273 673192 (C) (M) (S) 

Bristol 
Ellis Brigham 
162 Whiteladies Road 
Tel. 0272 741157 

Bristol 
Taunton Leisure 
72 Bedminster Parade 
BS3 4HL 
Tel. 0272 637640 

Burnley 
Sportak 
25 Hammerton Street 
Tel. 0282 36816 

Cambridge 
Actionsports 
Mitchams Corner 
34 Chesterton Road CB4 3AN 
Tel. 0223 356207 

Cambridge 
Open Air Cambridge Ltd. 
11 Green St. 
CB2 3JU 
Tel. 0223 324666 

Capel Curig 
Joe Brown 
The Climbing Shop 
Tel. 06904 205 

Capel Curig 
Ellis Brigham 
Mountain Centre (M) (S) 
Tel. 06904 232 

Carlisle 
Dennis English 
141 Lowther Street 
Tel. 0228 30239 

Cheltenham 
Backpacker Systems 
44 Winchcombe St. 
(Opp. the Odeon), GL52 2ND 
Tel. 0242 42200 

Chester 
Camp & Climb 
95 - 97 Brook St. 
Tel. 0244 31117 4 

Chester 
Ellis Brigham 
7 Northgate Street 
Tel. 0244 318311 

Chesterfield 
Great Outdoors 
195 Chatsworth Rd. 
S40 2BA 
Tel. 0246 220287 
Fax. 0246 220287 

Chesterfield 
Wilderness Ways 
26/28 Park Road➔ S40 1 XZ 
Tel. 0246 20143, 

Cirencester 
Cotswold Camping 
Broadway Lane, South Cerney 
Glos. GL7 5UO 
Tel. 0285 860612 
Fax. 0285 860483 

Derby 
Derby.Mountain Centre Ltd. 
85/89 King Street, DE1 3EE (S) 
Tel. 0332 365650 

Derby 
Prestidge Ski & Climb 
47 Queen St. DE 1 3DE 
Tel. 0332 295100 

Doncaster 
DMC Mountain Sports 
Unit 2, Fraser House 
Nether Hall Road (S) 
Tel. 0302 341756 

Edinburgh 
Nevisport 
81 Shandwick Place 
EH2 4SD 
Tel. 031 229 1197 

Exeter 
Taunton Leisure 
110 Fore Street 
EX4 
Tel.0392 410534 

Forres 
Moray Mountain Sports 
7 North St. 
IV36 0AD 
Tel. 0309 7 4789 

Fort William 
Nevisport Ltd. 
High Street 
PH33 6EJ (M) (S) 
Tel. 0397 4921 

Glasgow 
High range Sports 
99 Great Western Road 
Tel. 041 332 5533 

Glasgow 
Nevisport 
261 Sauchiehall Street 
Tel. 041 332 4814 (M) (S) 

Glossop 
Peak Gear O/D Sp. 
72 High St. West 
Tel. 0457 854766 

Grantown-on-Spey 
Speyside Sports 
47 High Street (S) 
Tel. 0479 2946 

Harrogate 
Wilderness Ways 
71 Station Parade, HG1 1ST 
Tel. 0423 562874 

Hathersage, Nr. Sheffield 
Outside 
Main Road S30 1 BB 
Tel. 0433 51936 

Inverness 
Clive Rowland Mountain Sports 
9/ 11 Bridge Street, IV1 1 HG 
Tel. 0463 238746 

Keswick: Cumbria 
Mountain World 
28 Lake Road . . 
Tel. 0596 73524 

Lancaster 
H. Robinson 
Mountain Craft Shop (C) 

· 5 New Road 
Tel. 0524 66610 

Leeds 
Centres port 
57 /59 New Brigg ate 1 
Tel. 0532 452977 ' 

Leeds 
Wilderness Ways, 
17 East_g_ate 
Tel. 0532 444715 

Leicester 
Roger Turner Mountain Sports 
52A London Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0533 551952 

Liverpool 
Ellis Brigham 
73 Bold Street, 1 (C) (M) (S) 
Tel. 0517096912 

Llanberis 
Joe Brown, 
Menai Hall , High Street 
Tel. 0286 870 327 

Llanberis 
Outside 
Old Baptist Chapel , High St. 
Tel. 0286 871534 

London 
Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports Ltd . 
30/32 Southampton Street 
Covent Garden, WC2E 7HE 
Tel. 0712409577/8 (C) (M) (S) 

London 
Cotswold Camping 
42/44 Uxbridge Road 
Shepherds Bush, W12 8ND 
Tel. 081 743 2976 
Fax. 0817401490 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
150 Holborn 
(Corner Grays Inn Road), El 
Tel 071 831 6900 (M) (S) 

London 
Snow & Rock Sports 
188 Kensington High St. W8 7RG 
Tel. 071 937 0872 (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Ellis Brigham 
6/14 Cathedral Street, 4 
Tel. 061 834 0161 (C) (M) (S) 

Manchester 
Cotswold Camping 
6 Oxford Road, Ml 5OA 
Tel. 061 236 4123 
Fax. 061 236 5851 

Matlock Bath 
The Bivouac 
56 North Parade 
Tel. 0629 3750 

Melksham 
T.J. Camping 
The Climbing Rack 
High Street, SN 1 7NT 
Tel. 0225 703417 
(External Climbing wall/ 
Restaurant/Cafe) 

Middlesbrough: Cleveland 
Wilderness Ways 
100 Newport Road 
Tel. 0642 248916 

Milton Keynes 
The Outdoor Shop 
14 High St. MK11 1AF 
Tel. 0908 568913 (C)(M) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
L.D. Mountain Centre 
34 Dean Street, NE1 1PG (C) (S) 
Tel. 091 232 3561 
091 221 0770 (Mail Order) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wild Trak, 
60 - 62 St. Andrew's St. NE1 5SF 
Tel . 091 2618 582 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Wilderness Ways 
2 St. Nicholas Buildings 
NE1 1RF Tel. 0912 324941 

Northampton 
White & Bishop Ltd. 
13 - 17 Bridge Street. 
Tel. 0604 35929 

Nottingham 
Roger Turner 
Mountain Sports 
120 Derby Road (S) (C) 
Tel. 0602 417230 
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Oldham 
Paul Braithwaite 
Rhodes Bank, OL 1 1TA 
Tel. 061 620 3900 

Perth 
Mountain Man Supplies 
14, Charlotte Street, 
PH1 5LL 
Tel. 0738 32368 (C)(M) 

Peterborough 
Outdoor Adventure 
29 Lincoln Road PE1 2RH 
Tel. 0733 41381 

Plymouth 
Mountain Action 
50 Faraday Mill 
Prince Rock, PL4 OST 
Tel. 0752 226923 

Plymouth 
The Wide Blue Yonder 
107 North Hill , PL4 8JX 
Tel. 0752 227264 

Preston 
Glacier Sport Ltd . 
40 - 41 Lune St. 
Tel. 0772 821903 

Reading 
Carters Camping Centre 
99 Caversham Road 
Tel. 0734 55589 

Reading 
Cotswold Camping 
213 London Road RG1 3NY 
Tel. 0734 68881 
Fax. 0734351122 

Reigate 
Surf & Ski Sports Ltd . 
41 Bell Street, RH2 7 AB 
Tel. 07372 22218 (C) (M) (S) 

Sheffield 
Don Morrison Ltd . 
343 London Road. 
Tel . 0742 556018 

Sheffield 
Rock & Run 
98 Devonshire St., 
S1 4GY 
Tel. (0742) 756429 

Skipton 
The Dales Outdoor Centre 
Coach Street 
Tel.0756 794305 

Stevenage 
Countryside Ski & Climb 
118 High Street, SG1 3DW 
Tel. 0438 353086 (C) (M) 

Stockport 
Alpenstock, 
35 St. Petersgate 
Tel. 061 480 3660 

Swansea 
Taunton Leisure 
206 High St. 
SA1 1PE Tel. 0792 476515 

Taunton 
Taunton Leisure 
40 East Reach, TA 1 3ES 
Tel. 0823 331875 

Walsall 
White Mountain 
31 Stafford Street 
Tel. 0922 722422 

Wasdale Head 
The Barndoor Climbers Shop 
Tel. 09406 229 
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, Wolverhampton 
White Mountain 
22 Worcester Street 
Tel. 0902 773395 (M) (S) 

York 
Wilderness Ways Ltd . 
9 Colliergate 
Tel. 0904 639567 

UNITED STATES 
California: Berkeley 
Marmot Mountain Works 
3049 Adeline, 94703 
Tel. 415 849 0735 

California: Berkeley 
The North Face 
2804 Telegraph Ave . 94705 
Tel. 415 548 1371 (C)(M)(S) 

California: Costa Mesa 
The North Face 
Crystal Court in South Coast 
Plaza, 
3333 Bear St. , #332 92626 
Tel. 714 556 0540 (C)(M)(S) 

California: Palo Alto 
The North Face 
383 University Ave ., 94301 
Tel. 415 327 1563 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Bernadina 
Sports Country Ltd. 
222 North G Street, Suite B 
92401 Tel. 714 825 2973 (C) (M) (S) 

California: San Diego 
Adventure 16 Inc. 
4620 Alvarado Canyon Road 
92120 
Tel. 619 283 237 4 

California: San Francisco 
The North Face 
180 Post Street, 94108 
Tel. 415 433 3223 (C)(M)(S) 

California: Sonora 
Sonora Mountaineering 
173 South Washington, 95370 
Tel. 209 532 5621 (C) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The Boulder Mountaineer 
1329 Broadway, 80302 
Tel. 303 442 8355 (C) (M) (S) 

Colorado: Boulder 
The North Face 
629-K S. Broadway, 80303 
Tel. 303 499 1731 (C)(M)(S) 

Colorado: Denver 
The North Face 
2490 S. Colorado Blvd. 
80222 
Tel. 303 758 6366 (C)(M)(S) 

N.H.: lntervale 
Ragged Mountain Eqpt. Inc. 
RT 16 - 30,L Box 130, 03845 
Tel. 603 3::,6 3042 

N.H.: Conway 
International Mountain 
Equipment 
Main Street 03860 
Tel. 603 356 5287 

Utah: Moab 
Rim Cyclery, 
94 West 100 North 84532 
Tel. 801 259 5333 

Vermont: Shelburne 
Climb High 
1861 Shelburne Road, 05482 
Tel. 802 985 5055 

Washington: Bellevue 
Marmot Mountain Works 
827 Bellevue Way N.E. 98004 
Tel. 206 453 1515 

Washington: Seattle 
Recreational Equipment Inc., 
1525 11th Avenue, 98122 
Tel. 206 323 8333 (C)(M)(S) 

Washington: Seattle 
Swallow's Nest 
2308 6th Ave., 98121 
Tel. 206 441 4100 (M) (S ) 

Washington: Seattle 
The North Face 
1023 1st Ave. 98104 
Tel. 206 622 4111 (C)(M)(S) 

Wyoming: Jackson 
Teton Mountaineering 
Main Square 
(P.O. Box 1533) 83001 
Tel. 307 733 3595 (C) (M) (S) 

AUSTRALIA 

A.C.T.: Canberra 
Paddy Pallin 
11 Lonsdale St. 
Braddon, 2601 
Tel. (06) 257 3883 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Chatswood 
Travel & Trekking Equipment 
272 Victoria Avenue, 2067 
Tel. (02) 419 6955 

N.S.W.: Jindabyne 
Paddy Pallin 
Kosciusko R., 2627 
Tel. (064) 56 2922 (S) (C) (M) 

N.S.W.: Miranda 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd ., 
527 Kingsway, 2228 
Tel. (02) 525 6829 (C) (S) 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Kathmandu Pty. Ltd . 
Town Hall Arcade 
Cnr. Kent & Bathurst Sts . 
Tel. (02) 261 8901 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Mountain Equipment Pty. Ltd . 
291 Sussex St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 3146 
Fax. (02) 264 2645 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd., 
(City) 507 Kent St., 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2685 

N.S.W.: Sydney 
Wilds ports 
(Formerly Caving Equipment) 
327 Sussex St. 2000 
Tel. (02) 264 2095 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Jim The Backpacker 
138 Wickham Street, 
Fortitude Valley, 4006 
Tel. (07) 252 4408 

Queensland: Brisbane 
Mountain Designs (Head Office) 
224 Barry Parade, Fortitude 

Valley, 4006 
Tel. (Toll free anywhere in 
Australia) (008) 077067 
10 locations countrywide 

South Australia: Adelaide 
Paddy Pallin 
228 Rundle St. 5000 
Tel. (08) 232 3155 (C) (S) 

Tasmania: Hobart 
Paddy Pallin Pty. Ltd. , 
76 Elizabeth St., 7000 
Tel. (002) 310 777 (C) 

Tasmania: Launceston 
Paddy Pallin 
59 Brisbane St., 7250 
Tel. (003) 31 4240 (C) (S) 

Victoria: Box Hill 
Paddy Pallin 
8 Market St., 3128 
Tel. (03) 898 8596 (C) (S) 

Victoria: East Hawthorn 
Eastern Mountain Centre 
401 Riversdale Rd., 3123 
Tel. (03) 882 7229 
Fax (03) 882 2945 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Bush & Mountain Sports 
360 Lonsdale Street, 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 1177 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Kathmandu Pty. Ltd. 
78 Hardware St. 
Tel. (03) 642 1942 

Victoria: Melbourne 
Paddy Pallin Pty Ltd . 
360 Little Bourke St., 3000 
Tel. (03) 670 4845 (C) (S) 

Western Australia: Perth 
Paddy Pallin, 
Shop 1, 
891 Hay St. 6000 
Tel. (09) 321 2666 

BELGIUM 
Leuven - Hasselt 
Kariboe C.V. 
Naamsesteenweg 86, B-3001 
Tel. 32/16 - 23.07 .72 

32/ 11 - 81.76.39 
Fax. 32/16 - 20.54.46 
(C)(M)(S) 

CANADA 
Alberta: Calgary 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op, 
1009 4th Avenue S.W. , T2P OKS 
Tel. 403 269 2420 

B.C.: Vancouver 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
428 West 8th Ave ., V5Y 1 N9 
Tel. 604 872 8247 

Ontario: Toronto 
Mountain Eqpt. Co-op 
35 Front Street East, M4E 1 B3 
Tel. (416) 363 0122 

Quebec: Montreal 
La Cordee 
2159 Est Rue Ste. Catherine, 
H2K 2H9 
Tel. 5241106 

DENMARK 

Aalborg 
Spejder Sport (Scout Schop) 
Algade 54, 9000 
Tel. 98 13 87 33 

Aarhus 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Banegaardsgade 16 
Tel. 86 13 36 13 

Copenhagen 
Rainbow Mountain Eqpt. 
Brolaeggerstraede 6 
DK-1211,K. 
Tel. 33 32 00 82 Fax. 33 32 00 82 

Copenhagen 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Nr. Farmagsgade 39, 1364 K. 
Tel. 33 12 55-22 Fax. 42 52 77 10 
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OF MOUNTAINEERING EQUIPMENT 

The shops marked (C) (M ) (S) hire out Camping, Mountaineering and Ski~i ng Equipment 

Lyngby 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Hovedgaden 57, 2800 
Tel. 42 87 04 67 

Odense 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
Kongensgade 55, 5000 C 
Tel. 66 11 2418 

Taastrup 
Spejder Sport (Scout Shop) 
City 2, Plan 1, Nr.134, 2630 
Tel. 43 71 74 71 

GERMANY 

Munich 33 
Sport-Scheck 
Send linger Str. 85 
P.O. Box 880 
Tel. (089) 21 66-1 
Telex 524 7 42 spsch d 

Munich 33 
Sport Schuster 
Rosenstr. 3-6 
P.O . Box 848 
Tel.(089)237070 
Telex 522912 asm d 

HONG KONG 

Kowloon 
Grade VI Alpine Equipment & 
Services 
1st Floor, 13 Saigon Street, 
Yaumatei, Kowloon 
Tel. 7820200, 7820202 
Fax. 852 7823661 
Telex . 71947 HYBME HX 

Kowloon 
Hong Kong Mountaineering 
Training Centre 1/F Flat B, 
On Yip Building, 
395-7 Shanghai St. 
Mongkok, Kowloon .Tel. 3848190; 
3883625; Fax. 852 7707110 

Central 
Mountain Services lnt'I Ltd ., 
Shop 106, Vicwood Plaza 
199 Des Voeux Road 
Central 
Tel. 541 -8876 
Fax 541 -7994 

SUPPLIERS AND TRANSPORTERS 
OF BUTANE PROPANE FUELS 
WORLDWIDE 

ON 
* Export Packing 

* Transport 

* Storage 

* Export / Import 

* PVC Drums 

PANT V CAFN, LLANBERIS 
GWYNEDD LLSS 4UW 

TEL 0286-870052 FAX: 0286-870052 
NIGHT PHONE: 0286-872454 

New Services: 
GREENLAND via Sea or Air from UK and Europe 

NEPAL 3 TIER DIRECT - Air 
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via DACCA - Air 
via MOSCOW - Air 

INDIA/ PAKISTAN INTERNAL FLIGHTS 

SRINIGAR . LEH . SKARDU . GILGIT 

NEW ZEALAND 

Christchurch 
Bivouac (Head Office) 
PO Box 7113 
Tel. (643) 668 453 
Fax. (643) 668 453 
Retail Stores: Auckland, 
Wellington, Christchurch 

Christchurch 
McEwing's Mountain Sports Ltd. 
93 Cashel Street, City Mall 
Tel. 0064 03 666 211 (C)(M) 
Fax. 0064 03 666 211 

NORWAY 

Bergen 
Platou Sport 
P.O. Box 948, 5001 
Tel. 05 31 1290 

Hemsedal 
Scandinavian Mountaineering Eqpt 
N 3560 Hemsedal 
Tel. 067 78177 

Oslo 
Skandinavisk Hoyfjellsutstyr A/S 
Bogstadvegen 3, 0355 
Tel . 02 46 90 7 

SPAIN 

Madrid 
Amada bl am 
Comandante Zorita 13, 28020 
Tel. 91.253.05.31 

SWEDEN 

Stockholm 
Basecamp 
Fleminggatan 34, 112 32 
Tel. (046) 08 651 61 99 
Fax.(046) 08 651 16 8 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

GUIDES/ COURSES 

Brede Arkless Welsh and Alpine 
Courses for all grades. For info 
send s.a.e. to Buarth, 
Deiniollen, Gwynedd LL55 
3NA or tel. (0286) 870518. 
Also contact 191 Wales St., 
Halswell, Christchurch 3, 
New Zealand tel. (03) 322 
7169. 

Pinnacle Ridge Mountain 
Guiding - Climb the CUILLINS 
on the Isle of Skye. Munros 
(innaccessible Pinnacle) . 
Walks, scrambles and climbs. 
Brochure: The Bungalow, 
Ardvasar, Skye, IV45 8RU. Tel. 
04714239. 

Founded in 1965, ISM is a climbing school catering for 
English speaking people from all over the world. A 
team of fully qualified Guides and the most favourable 
student/instructor ratio available ensure individual at
tention for our clients, the right level of challenge and 
the best possible standards of safety . Courses are all
inclusive and outstanding value. 
Our range of courses includes: Alpine Introductory, 
Alpine Intermediate, Special Courses (for experi
enced climbers wanting an action-packed holiday), 
High Alpine Treks and Ski Tours. 
New for 1992: Alpine Winter Activities, plus Alpine 
Training and Rock Climbing in Great Britain 
(Spring). Send for our latest inf_ormation pack to: ISM , 
Club Vagabond, 1854 Levsin. Swit:erland, Tel. (S wiss 
Code) 2534 1321 . · 



GEAR 

Expedition Oxygen 
Widely acclaimed Russian 
climbing oxygen is now avail
able to Western mountaineers! 
Ultralight high pressuretanks, 
warm and sturdy face masks 
and easy-to-use regulators can 
now be ordered directly from 
the Moscow manufacturer and 
shipped to expeditions in Ne
pal, China and Pakistan . For 
information, please contact: 
High Ascent Light 0 2 , 

4128 1/ 2 California Ave. 
S.W., Suite 121, Seattle, 
WA 98116 U.S.A. or Fax: 
206-932-9520. 

CLOTHING/EQUIPMENT 

MOUNTAIN FABRICS 
Ventile, Cordura, Tactel, 
Pertex, Pile, Fleece, Lycra. 
Thinsulate. Hollofil. Down. 
Zips, Velcro, buckles, studs. 
Patterns for all outdoor gear, 
and much more. Discounts up 
to 17%. Climbing gear. For 
prices/samples, stamp please 
or$2airmail. Tor(M),3Fryer 
St., Runcorn WA 7 1 ND. 
U.K. 

BOOKS / MAGAZINES 

COMPLETE, add to, or begin 
your collection of 
Mountaineering Magazines 
and Journals. Back issues of 
Mountain, Crags, Climbing, 
Rock& Ice, Summit, Off Belay, 
Ascent, The Mountain World, 
AAJ, ANAM, CAI and others. 
Send for list. Mountaineering 
Periodicals bought and sold. 
Joe Kramarsic, Box 1342, 
Dillon, Colorado 80435, 
USA. 

EXPEDITIONS / TREKS/ 
ADVENTURE TRAVEL 

ASCENT presents EXPEDITION and TREKKING PEAKS for 1992 
AMA OABLAM (6856m) SepUOct 1992 

Triple summit trip Polkalde (5806m) KongmaTse (5820m) and lmjaTse (6189m), Roweling Trek and Parchermo Pk 
(6187m), Everest Trek and Lobuche Pk (6119m) Fishtail Trek and Mardi Himal (5555m) 

The Classic Alpine Peaks, Mt. Blanc, Matterhorn and Dru 
Scottish Snow and Ice Climbing Courses and Private Guiding 

Brochure: Ascent Travel, 20 Mid Causeway, Culross, Fife, KY12 SHS, Scotland 
Tel. No. 0383 880432 

HIMALAYAN GUIDES 
EXPEDITIONS TO PEAKS ABOVE 20,000 FT IN '92 

Arna Dablam 4/5 Weeks 18 Oct 

Mulkila (Kulu) 24 Days 25 July 

£2850 
£1780 

3 Khumbu Trekking Peaks 23 Days 27 Sept £1780 

Fitzroy (Arg/French Route) Patagonia 9Jan '93 £2,200 

For more information please phone 031 447 4036 
106 Thirlestane Road, Edinburgh EH9 1 AS 

OUT THERE TREKKING 

EXPEDITIONS 
1992 

Pik Communism 29 days 12 Jul• 9 Aug 
Nanga Parbat 49 days 16 Aug - 3 Oct 
Makalu II 45 days 7 Oct - 30 Nov 

1993 
Everest (from Tibet) 
Shishapangma 

£2595 
£4495 
£3995 

8848m 
8013m 

For more details about these al1d other exped1t1ons. please contacl 

OTT 
U K 62 NETTLEHAM ROAO SHEFFIELO SB BSX 

Tel (07421588508 
U S 2305 RUSSELL ST BERKELEY CA 94705 

Tel (415) 841 6324 

HIGH J.\l)Vl:NTIJIU: 
MOUNTAINEERING• TREKKING• SKI-TOURING 

Karakoram Expedition 1993 

Chogolisa Pk 7668m 
7/8 weeks July/Aug 1993 c£3500 

plus unique programme of climbs, 
treks & ski-tours in the Karakoram, 

Russia & Patagonia 

Full details and brochure from 
91 Telford Avenue, London SW2 4XN 

Tel: 081-674 8997 
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LLANBERISGwynedd. Tel : 0286 870327 . Open daily 9am - 6pm (winter 5 .30pm). Sun 10am - 5pm. 
CAPEL CURIG (behind the P 0 .). Gwynedd. Tel: 069 04 205. Open daily 9am - 6pm (winter 5 .30pm] . Sun 9am - 5pm . 

54 

..... 
(I) 

(I) 
U) e 
(I) 

;;-I 

.s 
c:: 
0 

~ 
c:: 
~ 



The Boardman Tasker Memorial Award 
for Mountain Literature 

Donations towards the Boardman Tasker Memorial Appeal 

The Trustees of the Award are most grateful to all those , listed 
below, who have made contributions towards the appeal , which we 
are now closing . We have raised £14 ,100 and this will increase very 
substantially the value of the award , which will be presented in 
October 1992. 
Any further contributions, which will be acknowledged individually, 
should be sent to Dr. Charles Clarke, 5 Willowbridge Road, Islington, 
London N1 2LB. 17 April 1992. Charles Clarke. 

Dean Row Chapel , Wilmslow 
Dr. Charles Clarke 
Mount Everest Foundation 
Smiler Cuthbertson 
Miss Jan Campbell 
Stephen Jones, Leysin 
Peter Cliff 
Mike Parsons 
Rob Collister 
Michael Westmacott 
Neville Shulman OBE 
Robert Don 
Terry Gifford 
S. Naylor 
Pat Littlejohn 
Bretton Hall School Of English 
Philip Mills 
James Kerr 
Joan Pratong-Kenmir 
Ronnie Wathen 
David Cox 
Mr & Mrs F.W Collins 
Dr David Hopkins 
Susan Birtles 
Roger Mansfield 
Alpine Club 
Climbers' Club 
George Greenfield 
Ronald Faux 
Matheson & Company Ltd 
Dorothy Boardman 
Hilary Boardman 
John Boardman 
Arne Naess 
Fox Booth Associates 
Henry Day 
Mark Thorp 
John Ward 
British Mountaineering Council 
Dr John Heap 
Malcom Keir 
Nancy Countess of Lonsdale 
Robert Rae OBE 
Dr Jim Milledge 
Geoff Dutton 
Sir David Wilson 
Chris Bennington CBE 
Tony Miles 
Pippa and tan Southward 
R.E. Lambe 
Ken Wilson 
Mollie Hyde-Parker 
Michael Winterborn 
T.G. Moore 
David & Carolyn Newbigging 
Anonymous 
Janet Adam Smith (Carleton) 
Stephen Venables 
Revd. Preb. C.J,B. Marshall 
Professor E.H.Sondheimer 
J.O.Doran 
C.L. Creswick 
J.G.Boswell It 
John Starbuck 
Dave Clement 
Mr. H. Wraight 
David Brooke 
K. Stacey 
Kevin Borman 
Alun Hughes 
Ian Mackley 
Peter Fry 
R.M. Biden 
Peter Brownsort 
Hodder & Stoughton 
Dr James McKenzie 
A.W. M. Cooke 
Walt Unsworth 
Cicerone Press 
Keith Tonkin & Kay Whittle 
J. Myerscough 
Albert Skinley 
Dr A. M. Sarafian 
George Wilks 
M.L. & H.J. Bransby 
Trevor Braham 
Martin Henderson 
Alan L. Forsyth 
MsJ . Hall 
Mr K.C. Gordon 
Maria Coffey & Dag Goering 
H.D. Archer 
Geoffrey A. Gosling 
Phil Williamson 
Dave Brinkman 
Dr Gary Murton 
Lance Cruse 
Eric Major 

Miss A. J. E. Crozier 
Richard Allan 
AMTC SilberhOtte 
Andy Boorman 
Bob Puw 
Mr & Mrs S. Fry 
Andrew Field 
Derek Fordham 
Dr Rodney Franklin 
Douglas Gaines 
Mr G . B. Homan 
Donald Connolly 
Ross Cameron 
David Hillebrandt 
Shirley Angell 
Dennis Gray 
Nicholas Conn 
Tom Mackie 
Dr David Bisset 
Edward Coales 
Pamela Holt 
Michael Fox 
Chris Comerie 
Andrew Bett 
D. F. Hollway 
Danny Gooch 
Mountain Magazine 
High Magazine 
Climber and Hillwalker 
Ian Stuart 
Ingrid Cranfield 
Mrs Elizabeth Walker 
Mr M. Setlord 
Mike Shepherd 
John Stanley 
Bernard Domenech 
P. J. N. Langland 
P.A. Bishop 
Brian Molyneux 
Stephen & Margot Turner 
Sheila Harrison 
J. Holdsworth 
Gerard C. van Sprang 
J. T. Eastgate 
J. H. Emlyn Jones 
Harry Sales 
Robin Sedgwick 
Mike Brown (Snow & Rock) 
Tom, Betty & Tasker Family 
Mary & Stan Wadham 
A. D. M. Cox 
Michael Spencer 
A. M. Greenwood 
W.W. Stallybrass 
Rupert Hoare 
Mrs J. Merz 
Joanne Marley 
Bob Turner 
DMM Engineering 
Roger Haworth 
Phil Bartlett 
Tony Streather 
A. N. Husbands 
James Hemsley 
Richard Bird 
Helle Jakob Kolrud 
John Myers 
Don & Barbara Roscoe 
lain Allen 
John Hunt 
A.J. Wills 
George Band 
A. St G. Wa lsh 
A.A. Hodgkin 
John Scarborough 
O.M. Pownall 
Frank Davies, The 

Climbers Shop 
James Getley 
Mrs E. Read 
Mr B. and Mrs P. 

Monkman 
Roger & Joan Beswick 
A.H. Booth 
Peter C. Griffiths 
James M. Swallow 
John O'Reilly 
Mr John F. Wilson 
Abigail Pedlow 
Mr Emyr Penry 
H.B. Jones 
Robin Walker 
Ian Gilde 
Mike Edwards 
Tom Harley 
Martyn Berry 
Luke Hughes 
The Figure of Nine Club 

Chris Avison 
Mike Wallbridge 
Terry White 
A.A. Eddy 
UCpl 'Kat' Wells RE 
G.M. Crawford-Smith, 

Wilderness Ways 
Colin Lawson 
Bild Sherpan & Lars 

Gronlund 
Malcolm Duckworth 

OStJ 
Ken Vickers, Cordee 
Roger & Valerie Hilt 
Robert Jarratt 
A.O. Schilling 
Ian McNaught-Oavis 
David J. Lewis 
L. Coulthard 
Sir George Bishop 

1Bridlington Walking & 
Climbing Club 

Moray Mountain Sports 
R.S. Wingfield 
Vincent Sleigh 
Steve Massey & Sarah 

Watkins 
Ewan French 
Sarah Welsh 
Bryan Richards 
Mary & Doug Turner & 

family 
Chelmsford 

Mountaineering Club 
Ann Stewart 
Chris Brasher 
Philip & Monica Sanders 
D.J. Pugh 
Bowline Climbing Club 
Magnus Ryden 
Geoffrey Dunn 
John Stamnaes 
Derek & Val Peterson 
Julian Freeman

Attwood 
Mr. A. 8. Clarke 
Robert Goldfield 
Angela & Jack Soper 
Mynydd Climbing Club 
Stuart & Anne Johnson 
Ned Kelly 
Marian & Cecil Davies 
Jack Baines 
Anglesey Books 
Peter Hodgkiss 
The Ernest Press 
K.S. Axon 
Alan & Lynne Adshead 
Julie & Alan Brook 
Martin Wragg 
David Lintott 
Alan Wanek 
Michael D. Clarke 
G.A.M 

EDELRID green logic. 

A cotton bag to preserve 

the quality of your 

EDELRID climbing rope, 

instead of plastic wrapping. 

Loosely packed. 

Safe, clean and 

as far as possible -

kink-free. 



Without the BMC, who would 
tackle climbing's biggest issues? 

The Great Bolt Debate . Nothing has inflamed passions 

quite so fiercely in the climbing world in recent years . Nor 

attracted such potentially damaging publicity. Some would argue 

' that bolts are essential safety aids in a developing sport. Others 

that they remove the risk from climbing, scarring rockfaces in the 

process . Whatever your views , most agree that these little pieces 

of steel are powerful enough to split British climbing in two . 

Faced with such a threat, the BMC knew that this dispute 

must be resolved quickly. And by climbers themselves . 

The BMC promptly published a draft policy on bolting and 

comments were invited from all quarters . Eight area meetings 

were held throughout the country where climbers could discuss 

the proposals . A special symposium open to all was held in 

Manchester and a spirited debate on the b_olting issue was the 

highlight of the 1991 Buxton Festiva_l. 

As a result of this democratic process, the BMC has been 

able to declare the consensus view on bolting. Providing a way 

forward on this divisive problem. 

The Great Bolt Debate is just one example of how the 

BMC is constantly tackling issues affecting all aspects of the 

mountain world. By becoming a member, you can ensure we 've got 

the resources to resolve the next one. No matter how big or small. 

JOIN THE BMC PROTECTING CLIMBERS AND THEIR MOUNTAIN ENVIRONMENT (lj;i 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS OF ALL THE BENEFITS OF BMC MEMBERSHIP. PLEASE CONTACT BMC, CRAWFORD HOUSE , PRECINCT CENTRE, BOOTH STREET EAST, MANCHESTER Mil 9RZ. TEL. 061273 5835 

BRITISH 
MOUNTAINEERING 

COUNCIL 
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For serious outdoor use 
For walkers of all levels, 
SCARP A has a highly developed 
range of performance trekking 
footwear. The basis of this range 
is the Skywalk® T rionic Attak 
sole unit. This is the key 
element in a total trekking boot 
system designed to give 
COMFORT, SUPPORT and 
PROTECTION to the wearer. 

COMFORT is provided by the 
combination of a shock 
absorbing, dual density rubber 
sole with a "rolling" heel action 
which ensures a gradual 
transition from heel to forefoot 
with every step taken. In this 
exclusive heel design, 
performance is allied to comfort 
and not, as in many other soles, 
sacrificed for it. 

SUPPORT comes from the 
lightweight, moulded nylon 

midsole. This is pre-curved 
to follow the 
"toe spring" of the 

boot last, 

assisting the natural walking 
action. Blake sewn to the upper 
for extra strength, the midsole 
gives the foot support and 
protection on hard, rocky 
surfaces and difficult traverses. 

Unrivalled PROTECTION for 
the wearer's boot and lower leg 
is a result of a Berghaus patent. 
The Trionic Attak sole is fully 
compatible with the Berghaus 
Yeti Attak gaiter system which 
provides a high level of resistance 
to snow and water entry. 

The Trionic Attak Walking Boot 
System is available in a wide 
range of styles. From the versatile 
"Sport Trek" which, through its 
compatibility with the Yeti Attak, 
extends the effective use of a 
fabric boot, to the specially lasted 
"Lady Trek" and, ultimately, the 
rugged "SL" at the top of the 
range, there is 
a boot to meet 
virtually any 
walker's 
needs. 

Trek Attak 
Sport Trek Attak Whether it's walking the Pennine Way or trekking to Everest Base Camp, 

only the best will do ... 

. . . the Trekking Range 
from 

0 
SCARPA 

FOOTWEAR FOR 
TREKKING, ROCK CLIMBING, ALPINISM, HIGH ALTITUDE. 

UK DISTRIBUTORS - BERGHAUS LIMITED 
PO BOX lXF, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE99 lXF. 

145 85°30' ,i 150 
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LA SPORTIVA TEAM 
FRANCOIS LEGRAND F 

WORLD CHAMPION 1991 
WINNER OF WORLD CUP 1991 

Bobbie BENSMAN USA 
Felicity BUTLER GB 
Robert CORTIJO F 
Cubby CUTHBERTSON GB 
Robyn ERBESFIELD USA 
Stefan GLOWACZ D 
Pete GOMERSALL GB 
Luisa IOVANE I 
Tony JANI RO USA 
Jim KARN USA 
Ron KAUK USA 
Randy LEAVITT USA 
Francois LOMBARD F 
Mick LOVATT GB 
Mago "MANOLO" I 
Heinz MARIACHER A 
Carol MASH GB 
Frederic NICOLE CH 
Francois PETIT F 
Shelly PRESSON USA 
Didier RABOUTOU F 
Salavat RAKHMETOV URSS 
Nanette RAYBAUD F 
Tony RYAN GB 

38038 TESERO (TN) - ITAL V - Tel. 0462/83052 - Telefax 0462/83213 
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