


ADVENTURE 7 
Increase 
your 
freedom 

The adventure 7 is 

equipped with the 

S - Fit system, to stop 

rubbing, and therefore 

blisters, even after 

long hours of hiking. 

The S -Fit system holds the 

instep in a supple mesh 

envelope, so that your toes 

don't get jammed against the 

front of the boot, even on the 

steepest 

descents. 

The forefoot 

moves naturally 

but the heel 

fits snuggly in 

~---~ the boot. 

The Clima-Tex together with 

the Absorber insole in the 

Adventure 7 gives an excellent 

breath ability /water resistance 

ratio. Maximum benefit is felt 

when used in conjunction with 

Salomon Coolmax socks - free 

with every Adventure 7 boot. 



ISSUE 4 SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 1993 

features: 

26 Bolts from the blue Doug Scott on retro-bolting, 
redpointing and Euro-cragging 38 Raising the curtain 

As climbing in the former Soviet 
Union becomes more accessible, 

Mick Fowler describes where to go, 
Leonid Zamiatnin profiles the top 

climbers and we look at rock 
climbing in the Crimea and Siberia 

58 A very terrible thing Ian 
Thomson writes about the day 

Maurice Linnell died 

Front cover: Victor 
Saunders climbing Mick 
Fowler's Into The Groove 
(V) at Dover taken by Roger 
Mear. A new guide to this 
worrying area has just been 
published - see Books . 
Above: Mick Fowler back in 
the USSR before ii was the 
CIS. See page 38. 
Left: Limestone before 
anybody cared . Chris Jones 
on Central Wall at Malham 
with Lew Brown in 1965. 
Fran~ois Legrand , of 
course , wasn't born then. 
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We design our rucsacs to withstan1 
The Himal1 

Think of him as Pakistan's Jack of all 

trades. A good-natured ruffian who's 

keen to do an honest day's work for an 

honest day's pay. 

So when you hire him as a porter. 

don't expect him to treat your Berghaus 

------

rucsac as a piece of equipment from a 

prestigious mountaineering expedition. 

To him it's just another bag on 

top of a bus to be tossed down like a 

bale of straw. 

On the long walk to base camp. 

--------

he won't use the straps to carry it. (Heaven 

knows why not. they're comfortable enough.I 

Instead he'll probably just tie a thick rope 

around it and sling it over his shoulder. He 

might even throw it on the back of a donkey. 

When it's time to rest. he'll toss the 



~ountaineering.'s greatest challenge. 
an. porter. 
rucsac on the ground and sit on it. When the 

weather's bad . he 'll use it to protect himself 

from the rain . 

By the time you get to wear it on the 

mountain . your rucsac will have already 

climbed its own Everest. And survived. Thanks 

to its extremely tough fabric. double-st itched 

seams and thorough design . (You'll find our 

trekking and walking ranges are built to take 

just as much punishment.) 

So whether you're buying a rucsac for the 

Himalayas or the Cairngcirms. make sure it 

can withstand the toughest test of all. The 

time you ' re not wearing it. 

For a free brochure. call 091 415 0200 . 

BERGHAUS LTD. 17-19 BRINDLEY ROAD DISTRICT 11 
WASHINGTON TYNE AND WEAR NE37 2SF 



THE INTELLIGENT ALTERNATIVE 
BREATHABLE WATERPROOFS WITHOUT MEMBRANES 

The NIKWAX ANALOGY revolutionises waterproof clothing. 
It provides superior breathability in cold and wet conditions, 
durability, lightness, flexibility, comfort and safety - and at much 
more acceptable prices than the microporous membranes and 
hydrophilic coatings of the 70's and 80's. 

One guiding principle has always directed the original 
creation and subsequent refinement of Nikwax Waterproofing 
Technology - the maintenance of unique performance advantages 
over competing products. 

Photo: Greg Care, Chamonix 
Nov. 91 . P BUTLER wearing 
Paramo Nevada jacket, 
salopettes, Paramo Alpine 

·gaiters and mitts. 
All Paramo clothing 

conforms to the 
Standards of the 
NIKWAX 
ANALOGY. 

---..-"The NIKWAX 
ANALOGY clothing system 

is quite incredible. The 
vapour transmission far exceeds 

any other clothing system that I 
have ever used, and the comfort is second to 

none ... My breathable membrane clothing is now 
retired to the cupboard ... " 

Peter Hill, MLC, Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, 
member of the Alpine Club, Nov. '91. 

'~This ... Paramo Nevada suit... was used on peak and high 
mountain, and also climbing this summer The overall first 

impression was how light and comfortable the garment 
was. You quickly forget that you are wearing a waterproof 

because movement.is easy and unrestricted." 
Emile Moling, Technical Consultant to the French Mountain 

Federation (Federation Francaise de la Montagne), Oct. '91 

"I've never had any rain penetration (in my Paramo Prima 
jacket) whatsoever- only some dampness due to 

condensation after 6 hours walking on a raw day of low 
cloud and steady rain for the first 4 hours. That is a very 

good performance indeed. When the rain stopped the 
jacket was dry in 20 minutes." 

Gladys Sellers, Gear Tester, Rambling Today Magazine, Spring '91. 

To ffnd out more about NIKWAX ANALOGY and tfre 
whole range of Nikwax products and services write to 

Carmen Brown, NIKWAX, UNIT F, DURGATES IND. EST., 
WADHURST, EAST SUSSEX TN5 6DF 
or phone (0892) 783855 or fax: (0892) 783748. 

NIKWAX 
LEAD BY INNOVATION 
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regulars: 

1 O out there: 
Juraj Recka and life on La Plage. 

Torno Cesen finds new supporters. 

Valery Khrischaty killed in Tien Shan. 

15 notes & records: 
Bad weather and tragedy in the 

Karakoram. Todd Skinner free on 

Half Dome. Fred Nicole and the 

world's first 9a - maybe. Martin Moran 
and all the 4,000ers in one go. 

67 departments: 
Joe Simpson and his game of 

Ghosts. Letters on page 72. Banff 
comes to Europe. Sleeping tightly 
with Dick Turnbull. Andy Cave's kit 

list. Technique special: Ski 
mountaineering by Brian Hall. 

90 once in a lifetime: 
Alex McIntyre by John Porter. 

Left: The wonderful world 
of ski mountaineering 

- see page 82. 
Top: Halcyon days at 

Snell's in the early 1970s. 
Left to right: Bernard 

Newman, John Powell, 
John Porter, Alex McIntyre 

(see page 90) and John 
Eames. It was obviously 

Newman's turn 
to wear they-fronts. 

Right: The shadow of the 
Shark's Fin, Monument 

Basin . 
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Product : ...... sto .......... 
Fabric : ... ..... . 3 la 

Weight : ....... ·335g 

Other : ......... . Gor 

Testresult : .......... . . ......... . 
. ................ . 

mont·bell Europe n .v. • Klaverbladstraat 16 • B-3560 Lummen Belgium 
Tel. +32 (0) 13 52 23 44 • Fax +32 (0) 13 52 23 46 

U.K. Consumer inquiries. please call 076S/ 604.268 
Creative Technologies 

Worldwide 
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For a leaflet on Extremities and/or a full colour Tent brochure, tick the box and send the 
completed coupon to: 
Wild Country Ltd, (Tents and Clothing), Ecclesbourne Park, Alfreton, Derbyshire DE55 4RF. 
Tel: (0773) 833300 Fax: 10773) 831008. 

Name 

Address 

□ Extremities □ Tents 



EAL 

'SPIDERS' Web was created using Beal rope for the BBC's Really Wild Show' 
by Rob Porker of the Bristol Climbing Centre. Photos Govin Newmon. 

The manufacture of namic ropes capable of sustaining 
consecutive shock loads demands impeccable quality to 
ensure the safety of the users. 

All Beal ropes pass relevant UIAA standards by an ample 
margin due to combination of factors: 

• A unique continuous thermal treatment produces very low 
shock-load forces. The shock-load is the force sustained 
by the climber, karabiner and anchor point as a result of 
a fall : thus the lower this force, the greater the security. 

• Only Enkalon®from AIKO the world's premier producer 
of industrial yarns, is used in Beal rope construction. 

• Regular testing on Beals own test tower gives ongoing 
statistical control verification of all shock-load forces. 

• Every rope is examined metre by metre visually and 
manually before leaving the factory. 

BEAL SINGLE ROPE 
UIMSTD 11mm 10.5mm 10mm 

UIAA Falls (80Kg) -:.5 11 9 6 

Impact force (80Kg) <~!~ 850 830 820 
dan dan dan 

Elongation (80Kg) <8% 5.8% 6.8% 7% 

Sheath slippage <40mm 20mm 5mm 0 

BEAL DOUBLE ROPE 
UIMSTD 9mm 8.5mm 

UIAA Falls (80Kg) :,,5 10 10 

Impact force (80Kg) <800 615 570 
dan dan dan 

Elongation (80Kg) < 0' 8.8% 8.9% 

Sheath slippage <40mm 15mm 0mm 

BEAL TWIN ROPE 
UIM STD 

UIAA Falls (80Kg) :e12 

Impact force (80Kg) ~!~ 

2x8.2mm 

15 

940 
dan 

Elongation (80Kg) <8% 6.5% 

Sheath slippage <40mm 0mm 

DENT, SEDBERGH, CUMBRIA, LA10 5QL 
TEL:05396 25493 FAX:05396 25454 1993 Lyon information pack available now. 

DISTRIBUTED IN AUSTRALIA BY: KATHMANDU, 52 SMITH STREET, COWNGWOOD, VICTORIA 3066, AUSTRAJ-IA 

DISTRIBUTED IN THE U.5.A BY: CLIMB HIGH, 1861 SHELBURNE ROAD, SHELBURNE, VERMOUNT 05482, U.S.A 



NEWSWEEK 

Karakoram: There were five deaths on K2 
this summer as a number of international 
teams extended themselves in poor weather, 
sometimes beyond their true capabilities. 
Thirteen men reached the summit and four of 
them died trying to get down. American Phil 
Powers made a fine ascent but others who 
survived, including Zvonito Pozgaj pictured 
below, were less fortunate. The 24-year-old 
Slovenian suffered severe frostbite. The 
British team of Al Hinkes, Roger Payne, Julie 
Ann Clyma and Victor Saunders reached a 
highpoint of 7,700 metres in late July. 
Elswhere in the region , there were a number 
of ascents on the ordinary route of 
Gasherbrum II and three Swiss climbers 
succeded on the ordinary route of 
Gasherbrum I. The British team attempting 
the south ridge of Gasherbrum IV reached a 
highpoint of 7,200 metres. See page 15. 

Scott injured: Veteran Himalayan climber 
Doug Scott was avalanched 1,200 feet this 
summer on an acclimatisation climb while 
preparing for another attempt on the Mazeno 
ridge of Nanga Parbat - see MoRe 1 - with 
Polish climber Voytek Kurtyka. Scott 
damaged an ankle still pinned after his 
accident on the Ogre in 1977. On being 
asked whether the injury was serious he . 
replied: 'I'll have to use the other foot for 
digging in the garden, youth .' Scott is 
lecturing in the UK this autumn. Dates are: 
October: 1st/Milton Keynes - 0908 502488. 
3rd/Derby - 0332 363275. 4th/Coventry -
0203 524524. 5th/Taunton - 0884 259119. 
6th/South Shields - 091 427 1717 x2132). 
7th/Irvine - 0294 78381. 10th/Kendal - 0539 
725133. 13th/Co Durham - 0388 602610. 
14th/Nottingham - 0602 424324. November: 
22nd/Exeter - 0392 432681. 27th/Dundee -
0382 234448. 28th/Colne - 0282 864721 . 
December: 7th/London - 071 222 7217. 

CLIMBING AND THE IMAGE MERCHANTS: It's a favourite Hollywood trick that when 

downtrodden heroes start turning things around, they get their picture on the 

cover of Newsweek. They have, the director seems to be saying, hit the big time. 

Well , climbing has hit the big time now and it's shaking the very essence of the 

sport. The heart of the problem seems to lie in its glitzy presentation. People on 

both sides of the Atlantic are flooding into a sport that looks cool - a bit like 

bungee jumping - but which in reality demands immense self-reliance. That is a 

commodity which society frowns upon these days. More people are climbing, 

there'll be more accidents. And then what will society's law-makers do? 

Museum Pieces 
As PART OF THE Everest 40th Anniversary 
celebrations MoRe contributing editor 
Audrey Salkeld organised a exhibition of 
photographs , maps and artefacts that 
proved a highly popular insight into the 
pioneering days of mountaineering. 
British climbers have in the past tended 
to scoff at such obvious celebrations of 
our climbing heritage as not being within 
the tradition of understatement, but here 
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was proof that there is great interest in 
where we are all coming from. In the first 
issue of Mountain Review we reported 
the successful start of the Yosemite 
Climbing Archive. Two local climbers, 
Mike Corbett and Ken Yager, are gather
ing old equipment and other memora
bilia from some of the most legendary 
exploits in world climbing. 

It has to be said that Americans are 
especially good at museums but it seems 
extraordinary that no such initiative exists 
in Britain. With a climbing hiSto1y that 
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spans over a hundred years and all kinds 
of material gathering dust in attics and 
people's archives the opportunity exists to 
create a permanent and interesting 
display. 

As the number of climbers increases 
and those remaining from the golden age 
of exploration become fewer it should 
be an urgent priority to preserve what is 
unique before it is lost forever. A loca
tion for such a facility - something Yager 
and Corbett lack - should be no prob
lem; there are a number of sites within 
the Peak District that could house the 
collection. There would be grants from 
various organisations and sponsorship 
that could offset start-up costs. Then, on 
the all too frequent rainy days, climbers 
might choose to reacquaint themselves 
with their history instead of going in 
Pavlovian style to the climbing wall. 

life's a Beach 
Claims that the Slovakian climber Jura} 
Recka has climbed a desperate route on I,a, 

Plage at Buoux may well be premature, 
reports Ed Douglas. 

EARLIER THIS YEAR the German magazine 
Rotpunkt and Vertical published an arti
cle by Ben Moon which gave a very 
detailed explanation of the moves 
involved on a project begun by Marc le 
Menestrel and on which Moon himself 
had spent some time working without 
coming close. At the time of this attempt 
Moon was preparing for the second 
ascent of Action Directe which he then 
almost achieved before injuring a finger. 
He concludes his comments thus: 

'At this point I felt the best and 
strongest ever in my entire climbing 
career and yet I was unable to do even 
the easy move on the Buoux project. ' 

The article was a response to the news 
that a Slovakian climber calledJuraj Recka 
had done what Moon could not. Moon 
concleded his article thus: 

'I am sorry but I just find it impossible 
to believe that Recka is so far out in front 
of everyone else but if it should be 
proved that he has climbed this route and 
I can watch him do these moves I will 
offer my humble apologies.' 

Moon was, of course, writing at the 
invitation of a clin1bing magazine and not 
in the business of picking on individuals 

RECKA CONTROVERSY 

Above: Marc le Menestrel 
who abandoned the Plage 
project as being too hard. 

for the sake of it, but it did look like a 
case of a well-known climber doubting 
a talented but unknown newcomer from 
a country that most western Europeans 
can't find on a map. Keeping a nose in 
front of the pack is a lucrative business 
these days since the wealth of contracts 
is determined by where you appear in 
the pecking order. 

Vertical especially criticised Recka and 
lectured the climbing press - including 
Mountain Review it must be admitted -
on how it should verify first ascents. 
(Mountain Review wrote in May that 
Recka was reported as having done the 
moves on the Plage project but not 
completed it, a report that originated from 
Igor Koller.) 

When we contacted Recka in Slovakia 
where he and his wife are organising a 
film festival (see Films in this issue), he 
w-as surprised - or, since we must verify 
everything, claimed to be surprised - by 
news of the doubts of the world's climb
ing community who , he says, didn 't 
bother to ask for his side of the story in 
which he was portrayed as a practical 
joker. However, asked to comment on 
Moon's criticisms, Recka replied with the 
words 'No comment! ' 

Clearly, given the doubts expressed by 
a large number of top climbers, Recka 's 
claim is far from convincing but that in 
itself offers an uncomfo1table conclusion. 
Verifying first ascents of sport climbs is 
almost impossible - photographers can 
tum a blind eye while a short rest is taken 
and short of sending a representative 
along, magazines will have to continue 
with the only practicable solution avail
able - trust. 
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Africa: The Alpine Club are running a 
symposium on climbing in Africa on 
November 13th. Speakers include John 
Temple on the history of climbing in Africa, 
Andrew Wielochowski on the Ruwenzori and 
Kilimanjaro and Pat Littlejohn on climbing in 
Kenya. Cotswold will be running their 
expeditionary advisory service to answer 
queries on travel, porters and so forth . There 
will be a meeting of the Alpine Climbing 
Group afterwards. Tickets are available from 
the Alpine Club , 55 Charlotte Road, London , 
EC2A 3QT at £1 O for non-members and £5 
for members. Further information is available 
from Jerry Gore on 0690 710234. 

Alpine Club: There are a number of 
interesting informal meetings planned at the 
Alpine Club in the next few weeks: 

September 21st - Rick Allen on Dhaulagiri 
September 28th - Rupert Hoare on ski 
mountaineering in New Zealand 
October 19th - David Barlow off the beaten 
track in Alaska 
October 26th - Debate on competition 
climbing; speakers Ed Douglas of Mountain 
Review and Hugh Harris of the British 
Mountaineering Council 

Skinner frees Half Dome: In 1963 it was 
state of the art aid climbing, in 1993 it is state 
of the art free climbing . At the end of June 
Todd Skinner (below) topped out on the 
Direct route on the north-west face of Half 
Dome. It took him 59 days and numerous 
climbing partners, and he even rapped down 
for a couple of days to give a seminar, but a 
climb Peter Croft rated as too hard to do 
completely free has been . Skinner was held 
up for several days working out a five foot 
section that had stumped Croft. See page 20 
for more details . 



DICK LEONARD OBITUARY 

Health symposium: As David Hillebrandt 
reported in the last issue, a symposium on 
the medical problems of mountains and high 
altitude is being organised at Plas y Brenin . 
Mountain Review had enquiries about this 
from several countries, so you can assume 
that it will be popular. Two one-day courses 
covering acclimatisation , mountain sickness, 
mountain rescue, first aid , exposure and first 
aid kits are planned for December 11th and 
12th. Tickets cost £38 and are available from 
Mrs R. Cowdrill , Apple Edge, Headland 
Road , Welford-on-Avon , Warwickshire, CV37 
SEX, Tel : 0789 750330. The symposium is, in 
part, organised by Dr Charlie Clarke -
pictured above - who is Mountain Review's 
health editor and among the doctors taking 
part are John English , David Hillebrandt and 
James Milledge. Charlie's column will return 
next month. 

US regulation: The US Department of the 
Interior is seeking information and comments 
from the public on the need to make general 
regulations for managing rock climbing in 
National Parks and the US Forest Service 
has drafted regulations banning the use of a 
power drill in national forest wilderness. The 
National Parks Service has pointed to 'an 
explosive growth' in the numbers of climbers 
- presumably encouraged by the sport 
climbing ethic - visiting parks. The Access 
Fund , the American Mountain Guides 
Association and the American Alpine Club 
immediately initiated a letter-writing campaign 
to air the views of climbers with the stated 
policy that such groups were against the 
imposition of national regulation , preferring 
'education and management'. It is ironic that 
traditional or anti-bolt ethics should find a 
friend in Washington, but few would want to 
see a reverse of the current trend come 
about through an increase in regulation. 

Rifle ban: The City of Rifle has banned new 
routing at Rifle Mountain Park and instituted a 
fee system for using the park - day use is $3, 
an annual pass is $300 - to pay for road 
improvements necessitated by the explosion 
in numbers of climbers visiting. Rifle has 
become, by some estimates, America's 
favourite crag , due in part to its sport 
climbing. 

Cesen Supported 
THE ARRJVAL OF a new American Alpine 
Journal is always an interesting occasion 
and this year 's proved no exception. 
Tucked in among the expedition notes 
at the back is the following report from 
Wally Berg about the ascent of the south 
face of Lhotse in 1990. 

Berg offers considerable support to 
Cesen's claim after the serious doubts cast 
by his presentation of Viki Groselj 's 
pictures as his own - see MoRe 3 - and 
the arguments afterwards about where 
they were taken from which Cesen must 
have known were academic. 

'When Scott Fischer and I returned to 
Kathmandu after climbing Lhotse in May 
1990, we were interviewed by Liz Hawley 
and at the time we verified that Cesen 
had reached the summit of Lhotse. As I 
recall, we were sure that he had been 
there based on his description of the 
summit area , which Liz related to us a 
few days after she had interviewed him. 
Among other things, he described seeing 
an old orange oxygen bottle on a small 
platform just below the summit, which is 
a small cone. He also told Liz that he had 
decided against climbing the last eight 
metres up onto this snow cone because 
he questioned its stability, evidence that 
besides being exceptionally skilled, this 
guy has some good sense. Fischer and I 
did climb gingerly to the top, but we had 
the (false) sense of security of being 
roped together. ' 

Berg goes on to offer an explanation of 
how Cesen could have taken a picture 
of the western cwm from near the summit 
of Lhotse which had been claimed impos
sible by Cesen's doubters but since the 
Slovenian didn't take any pictures this is 
hardly relevant. Berg concludes: 

'The confusion about this [photograph] 
is unfortunate because , based on his 
description to Liz Hawley, I have no 
doubt that Cesen, Fischer and I went to 
the same place in May of 1990, he, of 
course, by _his remarkable solo ascent of 
the south face. I certainly hope it was the 
top of Lhotse!' 

This doesn 't quite close the book of 
speculation about Cesen's ascent but it 
is now difficult to imagine the set of 
circumstances which will allow his claim 
to be fraudulent. 
Ed Douglas 
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Dick leonard 
ONE OF THE LEADING figures in western 
American rock climbing, Dick Leonard, 
died of pneumonia on July 31st at his 
Berkeley home. He was 84. 

Leonard is remembered within the 
climbing community for his first ascents 
of the two Cathedral spires in Yosemite 
Valley in 1943 with Bestor Robinson and 
Jules Eichorn. 'The ascent of the higher 
spire on April 15th, 1934, was one of the 
first technical rock climbs in Yosemite,' 
wrote Galen Rowell of the achievement 
in The Vertical World of Yosemite. 'On 
August 25th of the same year, the same 
party climbed the lower spire. These 
ascents mark the beginning of modern 
rock climbing in Yosemite. ' 

Leonard is also credited with many first 
ascents throughout the Sierra Nevada. 
Leonard Minret was named in his honour. 
His biggest contribution to his fellow 
climbers was the formation of the 
renowned Cragmont Climbing Club, a 
group formed in the early 1930s who 
mastered the art of belaying and modern 
rope-handling. 

His book, Belaying the Leader: A Guide 
to Rope Assisted Rock Climbing was 
published in the 1930s and became the 
bible of a generation of American 
climbers. He was described by Valley 
resident Mike Corbett as the West Coast's 
father of rock climbing. 

Leonard's remarkable accomplishments 
in the mountains were matcehd only by 
his dedication to the environment. 
Besides having held the office of presi
dent of the Sierra Club , Leonard was 
serving as director for the Save the 
Redwoods League at the time of his 
death. 

'He was a great defender of the envi
ronment, our national parks and our 
wilderness areas ,' said John B. Dewitt, 
Save the Redwoods League executive 
director. 'He demanded action in conser
vation until his death.' 

'He helped lead the Sierra Club from 
being a small California club into the 
powerful national conservation organi
sation that it has come to be,' said Edgar 
Wayburn, Sierra Club vice president. 

Leonard is survived by his wife of over 
50 years and longtime climbing compan
ion Doris. 
Cameron M. Burns 



Valery Khrischaty 
ONE OF THE WORLD ' S strongest moun
taineers, the Kazakh Valery Khrischaty, 
was killed on August 4th in an accident 
on Khan Tengri (6995m) in the Tien 
Shan. He had been guiding two British 
clients as part of a Himalayan Kingdoms 
expedition with his colleagues Ilia Iodis 
and the British aspirant guide Paul Potter 
when they were struck by an avalanche, 
probably started by a serac fall, at around 
5,000 metres at 11am. Only Potter 
survived the accident. 

Khrischaty was born in 1951 and lived 
with his wife and two sons in Almaty, the 
capital of Kazakhstan. Formerly a soil 
engineer, he had earned his living in 
recent years as a mountain guide. With 
over 40 ascents above 7,000 metres, he 
was a hugely experienced climber with 
ascents of Everest, Kangchenjunga and 
Dhaulagiri to his name. He was a fierce 
advocate of alpine style. 

His strength was illustrated by a string 
of winter ascents on Soviet 7,000-metre 
peaks including the first winter ascent of 
Pik Kommunisma (7495111) and Khan 
Tengri (6995m). While the Everest trip of 
1982 - which climbed a line to the left 
of the British 1975 route on the south
west face - used by then out-moded 
siege tactics, Khrischaty reached an alti
tude of 8,500 metres without oxygen and 
reached the summit in poor weather 
conditions. 

His ascent of Kangchenjunga 's various 
summits in 1989 was also without oxygen 
and his ascent of the main peak was 
made from base camp at 5,500 metres 
with only one bivouac. In 1991 he 
climbed a new route on the west side of 
Dhaulagiri (8172m) as part of a 
lightweight Kazakh expedition. 
Khrischaty 's prominence in the West 
increased substantially in 1992 when he 
discovered the tent of Peter Boardman 
and Joe Tasker at 7 ,200 metres and 
Boardman's body at 8,200 metres. Despite 
substantial offers from several sources, 
Khrischaty made sure the relics that he 
found were returned to Joe's brother John 
in London. 

He was the author of two books, both 
published by Alma Ata, Icebergs in the 
Clouds (1989) and Himalayan Ball 
(1993). 
Leonid Za miatnin 

VALERY KHR I SCHATY OBITUARY 

Peruvian Tragedy 
On May 14th, writes Andy M acnae, 
Graham Whittaker and Steve Kelsey died 
in a fall from mixed ground on Salcantay's 
west ridge while attempting a new route. 

STEVE KELSEY was 27. He came to the UK 
three years ago after fifteen years in South 
Africa where he was one of the country's 
top mountaineers. In London he took a 
job at Cotswold's but disliked the city and 
moved, becoming manager of their No1th 
Wales branch - Steve the climbing hobo 
became Steve the successful executive. He 
saw rock climbing as training for the 
mountains and his appetite for it was enor
mous, soloing almost to his leading stan
dard. True to his South African roots he 
eschewed guidebooks as being akin to 
aid and trusting in his own ability. Steve 
had climbed in Bolivia, the Ruwenzori and 
the Alps and once in the UK made regu
lar alpine trips , preferring the solitude 
offered by more esoteric climbs. In 1991 
he went to Bolivia with Whittaker which 
formed the basis for the Peruvian trip. 
Steve was one of a small band able to 

climb both highly technical rock and long 
mountain routes. As a friend he was a 
constant example and inspiration. 

GRAHAM WHJTIAKER started climbing in 1987 
whilst at University College London. His 
passion for climbing embraced any piece 
of rock - brick wall , monument, crag -
anywhere, but a favourite venue was his 
native Ireland where he did a number of 
new routes. His partnership with Steve 
Kelsey was formed in Bolivia in 1991 
when they climbed ten peaks in the 5,500-
6,000 metre range. Many routes were 

· soloed and several were first ascents. In 
1992 Graham took part in a classic alpine 
weekend, during which he climed the 
no1th faces of the Cima Grande and Piz 
Badile. Later that summer he joined Andy 
Macnae in Chamonix and they climbed a 
number of routes including the north-east 
spur direct on Les Droites. Graham 's 
enthusiasm for climbing was infectious. If 
the weather was good we would climb 
hard routes. On cold days it was classic 
routes in big boots. At the first sign of 
snow winter was officially declared and 
ice climbs in condition sought out. 
Everything Graham did was done with a 
huge grin. 

MOUNTAIN 13 REVIEW 4 

Matt Samet: Pictured above on Ride the 
Lightning at Spook Canyon in New Mexico is 
21-year-old Matt Samet of Albuquerque and 
Boulder who has been cutting a dash this 
summer. In June he flashed Colin Lantz's 
Jamborknee (5.13b/c) at Rifle. Samet had 
some prior knowledge of the route - he 
spoke with someone who had seen Lantz do 
the first ascent - but it is probably only the 
third time an American has done such a route 
first try. The others were Jim Karn on 
Higherwater (5.13b/c) at American Fork and 
Peter Croft on Van Belladrome (5.13b/c) in 
Yosemite . 

Neptune lectures: Chris Bonington and 
Reinhold Messner are lecturing in Boulder 
this autumn (November 6th and 10th) as part 
of Neptune Mountaineering's twentieth 
anniversary celebrations. Tickets are $6 and 
$8 respectively. Other lecturers scheduled 
are Greg Child , Catherine Destivelle, Randy 
Leavitt, Paul Piana and Todd Skinner. 
Neptune supports two charities with their 
lecture programmes: The Access Fund and 
the Tibetan Resettlement Project. 

i'nsurance: Mountain Review is publishing a 
guide to and a review of insurance services 
in our next edition and we would like to hear 
from readers who have had to make a claim 
and felt that it was dealt with either especially 
well or badly. Please write to the editor at the 
address given on the Departments contents 
page. 

Errata: In the profile of Sean Smith we 
incorrectly credited him, along with Andy 
Parkin , with an ascent of the north face of 
Shivling in 1990. This was incorrect and we 
apologise for any embarassment caused . 
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HARAKORAM 

Tbe bleakest season since the 
tragic year of 1986 saw five 
deaths on K2 and five heli
copter evacuations for serious 
frostbite. Poor weather 
thwarted many plans in the 
Karakoram this year and was 
a contributing factor in 
several fatal accidents. Roger 
Payne, a member of the British 
attempt on K2's Abruzzi ridge, 
reports that after July 8th there 
was good weather on only a 
handful of days. Strong winds 
kept the mountain clear of 
snow during the remainder of 
July but in August heavy snow 
dumped over two metres on the 
upper part of the Abruzzi. 
Poor weather persisted in the 
middle of July and continued 
to be unsettled Jor the rest of 
the season. 

K2 
Already reported in MoRe 3 
was the success of Slovenian 
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Tomaz Jamnik's international 
expedition in mid June 
although more details are now 
available. The team placed 
their top camp on the Abruzzi 
spur at 7,850 metres and four 
members made the summit on 
June 13th in poor weather. 
These included the Croatian 
Stipe Bozic, the experienced 
Mexican Carlos Carsolio, who 
climbed Kangchenjunag last 
year, Victor Groselj and the 
24-year-old Zvonito Pozgaj. 
The latter experienced severe 
frostbite. Two more members 
arrived at Camp 4 on the 13th 
for an attempt on the summit 
the following day. On the 14th 
poor weather forced them to 
stay in their tents where 
Bostjan Kekec developed cere
bral oedema. By June 15th, 
despite improved conditions, it 
was too late and Kekec died 
after descending only a few 
hundred metres. Carsolio 
reports it took him thirteen 
hours to make his descent 

from Camp 4 to Camp 3 
when, due to poor weather, 
he couldn't find the route 
down. The team only had one 
two-man tent at Camp 4 which 
they were forced to share. On 
departing the mountain, 
Carsolio is reported to have 
told climbers walking in that 
because of bad weather he 
and his companions had only 
been near the top and not 
stood on the ve1y summit. 

On the American expedi
tion, Phil Powers from the 
United States and two 
Canadians reached the summit 
via the Abruzzi on July 7th. 
During the descent one of the 
Canadians, Dan Culver, 
paused above the bottleneck 
above Camp IV to shoot 
footage on his video camera 
when he lost his balance and 
fell to his death down the 
south face. 

An international expedition 
led by Reinmar Joswig arrived 
at base camp determined to 

MOUNTAIN 15 REVIEW 4 

Above: The upper section of 
the Abruzzi ridge of K2 . 
With five deaths and few 
successes this year the 
mountain retains its 
sobering reputation. 

climb the Abruzzi in less than 
three weeks. Despite being 
struck by stonefall above 
Camp 2, Joswig, his compa
triot Peter, the Australian 
Andrew Lock and the Russian 
Anatoly Bukreev persevered 
and after making several big 
carries in bad weather they 
reached the summit on July 
30th. It was Bukreev's fourth 
8,000-metre peak and he 
became the second Russian to 
have climbed the world's three 
highest mountains. (See page 
51 for more of his climbs.) The 
Russian and Australian 
descended safely but the two 
Germans were not seen again 
bellow the bottleneck and are 
believed to have succumbed 
to exhaustion. >> 
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On the same day, a 
Scandanavian expedition put 
two members on the summit 
although they too met with 
tragedy. Rafael Jansen and 
Daniel Bednener reached 
Camp 2 to find their tent and 
equipment had blown away. 
With permission they used the 
British Camp 2 and spent three 
days waiting for good 
weather. On reaching Camp 3 
they were unable to find their 
snow hole and spent the night 
in their tent for Camp 4 with 
only one sleeping bag and no 
insulation mat. Nevertheless, 
next day they continued to the 
summit but Bednener was 
already suffering the effects of 
the cerebral oedema that 
would eventually contribute to 
his death. After spending the 
whole night trying to save his 
friend, Jansen managed to 

continue down to Camp 4. 
Next day at around 7,700 
metres he met Alan Hinkes 
and Victor Saunders, two 
members of the British expedi
tion , who helped him down to 
their cave at Camp 3. The next 
day the other two British 
climbers, Roger Payne and 
Julie-Ann Clyma, lowered 
Jansen down fixed ropes -
one of which broke under 
Payne during the process - to 
the bottom of the mountain. 

The British reported that a 
Pakistani liaison officer found 
the remains of Art Gilkey near 
base camp who died during 
the American expedition of 
1953. Clothing found with the 
body made identification 
straightforward. Contact has 
been made with Gilkey's 
brother Herbert and it is 
planned that the remains will 

be repatriated so that Art can 
be buried alongside his 
parents in Iowa. 

A Canadian expedition 
comprising Peter Arbic, Barry 
Blanchard and Troy Kirwan 
climbed a variation on the 
Kukuczka route on the south 

Above: The British team on 
K2 this year. Left to right: 
Roger Payne , Julie Ann 
Clyma, Victor Saunders 
and Alan Hinkes. Payne 
narrowly avoided disaster 
when a fixed rope broke 
under him during the 
course of a rescue . . 
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face, following a repQrtedly 
straightfo1ward and swiftly
taken line through seracs 
where Kukuczka went left 
then traversing the huge 
glacial shelf to join the 
Abruzzi at the shoulder before 
descending without continuing 
to the summit. 

A Catalan attempted the so
called Cesen route without 
success and an international 
expedition led by Dan Mazur 
and including the British 
climber Jonathon Pratt - who 
were on the Abruzzi last year 
with Balyberdin's expedition -
attempted the west ridge. 
Details of this expedition have 
yet to be reported. 

Climbers on the north side 
of the mountain experienced 
the same bad weather as those 
on the south side with the 
added bonus of heavy snow. 

Northern approaches to K2 are 
difficult and long although this 
year rivers were reported as 
being relatively straightforward 
to cross. The international 
expedition led by Vladimir 
Balyberdin failed at 7,000 
metre in its attempt on a new 
route to the left of the north 
ridge while the Basque expe
dition to the north ridge 
reached 8,100 metres. Russian 
sources said that Balyberdin 
was detained in China until 
demands for additional fees 
were met. 

Gasherbrums 
Expeditions in the Baltoro 
area, writes Andy Perkins, 
seem to be split into two cate
gories: large teams of around 
six and over, often commercial 
in nature on established voies 
normales, sharing fixed ropes 

and smaller groups attempting 
harder lines and - occasionally 
- new routes. 

The direction in which 
Himalayan climbing heads in 
the next few years seems 
dominated by peak fee hikes 
and more commercial expedi
tions obsessed with the kudos 
of 8,000 metres. Those of us 
more interested in aesthetic 
lines and technical difficulty 
will just have to do more over
time to find the cash and rely 
increasingly on groups with a 
direct interest in mountaineer
ing such as the BMC and MEF, 
the Nick Estcout Award and 
similar grants and more under
standing members of the 
climbing community. 

On the Abruzzi glacier, 
Gasherbrum 2 (8034m) was 
the main focus of activity. An 
initial ascent of the normal 

route by four Koreans in early 
July was followed by twelve 
members of a commercial 
American team, three Cata lans 
and two Japanese with more 
to follow as your correspon
dent left the area. In addition, 
a Japanese team made an 
ascent of the French route. 

Next door on Gasherbrum I 
(8068m), three Swiss climbed 
the normal route in only three 
weeks while a Japanese team 
was denied success by 200 
metres on the same route in 
rapidly worsening weather. 

The British team attempting 
the first ascent of the south 
ridge of Gasherbrum IV 
(7925m) reached 7,250 metres, 
their line of attack coinciding 
with the line chosen by the 
Americans in 1992. An attempt 
by an Italian team on the 

continued on page 24>> 
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Traversing the alpine 4,000ers 
On Friday, August 13th, Martin Moran and Simon Jenkins climbed to the summit of the Barre 

des Ecrins having previously knocked off all the other 7 4 summits over 4,000 metres in a 

continual push of 52 days, becoming the first climbers to do so. 

I t seemed surprising to Simon 
Jenkins and I that no 
Continental climbers had ever 

grasped the challenge of doing 
all the 4,000-metre peaks in the 
European Alps in a single push. 
With support teams and the use 
of bicycles on the road passes 
linking the main mountains 
groups a time of 50 days for the 
complete traverse from the Piz 
Bernina to Barre des Ecrins 
seemed feasible. In the event, 
the most unsettled summer in 
many years prevented us from 
meeting this target and we felt 
remarkably pleased to do it in 
52, beginning on June 22nd and 
finishing on August 13th. In the 
process we climbed, walked and 
cycled 1,040 kilometres and 
ascended 62,800 metres. 

We set a height separation of 

35 metres as the criterion for 
inclusion of summits in our 
itinerary, but soon found out that 
the list of height differences in 
Goedeke's guidebook to the 
4,000ers is unreliable and we 
took to checking some with our 
own altimeter. We climbed over 
80 tops and identified 75 as 
meeting our 35-metre rule. The 
only top of any significance 
which we missed was the north 
ridge gendarme on the 
Rimpfischhorn. Goedeke says 
only 30 metres but I'd like to 
have made sure. 

The trip compressed a lifetime 
of Alpinism into one summer 
and can therefore be recom
mended as a cost-effective way 
of shorten ing one's climbing 
career. Our respect for the 
pioneers of classical alpinism 

Above: Jenkins and Moran 
reaching the top of the 
Aiguille du Jardin on the 
Aiguille Verte on August 
1st. Behind are Les Droiles 
which the pair had climbed 
five hours earlier. 

soared as we struggled on routes 
of late-Victorian vintage. Knubel, 
Winthrop-Young and their mates 
have replaced Bonatti, Buhl and 
Cassin as our alpine heroes. 

Few out of the 60 different 
routes we climbed or descended 
were not special in some regard 
and we have compiled a list of 
some of the highlights and some 
of the less pleasant days: 

Most spectacular 
For aerial acrobatics on sound 
rock the Diable ridge of Mont 
Blanc du Tacul was supreme. 

MOUNTAIN 18 REVIEW 4 

The most frightening 
For sustained tension, doing the 
south-east ridge of Taschhorn 
after a prolonged blizzard stands 
out. A kilometre of flutes and soft 
cornices capped by 6o0 crud and 
ice on the final tower. The guide
book says PD+. However, light
ning on the Breithorn traverse 
gave us the greatest single fright. 

The most serious 
The west ridge of the Jorasses in 

doubtful weather had the most 
impressive atmosphere with a 
couple of full-bloodied finger 
traverses. I would rather do the 
Walker spur any day than 
chance my arm on that aeria l 
ropeway. 

The most depressing 
Slogging up the Strahlhorn 
through snow like wet cement 
in driving sleet after ten hours 
on the march won the prize for 
sheer misery. 

The most crowded 
The droves leaving the Gnifetti 
hut on a Sunday morning in July 
could have probably linked arms 
and reached all the way to 
Signalkuppe. Happily we viewed 
this army of ants from the safe 
vantage of Lyskamm. 

The narrowest 
Descending the north ridge of 
the Weisshom when snowed up 
was probably the nearest we 
came to walking on air, but there 
were several close contenders. 

The fastest 
Relative to guidebook estin1ates 
our four-hour burn from the 
Schoenbiel hut up the west
north-west face of the Dent 



d'Herens was our quickest climb, 
one consolation of a snowy 
summer being that face routes 
can often be found in incredibly 
good conditions. 

The loosest 
Descending the Brouillard ridge 
of Mont Blanc as we did is prob
ably only marginally more termi
nal than climbing it. 

The slowest 
Our three days to do the voie 
normale on the Piz Bernina 
could certainly be bettered, 
though much of our time on the 
mountain was spent hiding from 
the storm under five blankets at 
the Marco e Rosa hut. 

The longest 
Ploughing through crust up the 
Hasler Rib made the Aletschhom 
seem the longest, but our 
sixteen-hour round trip of the 

Lauteraargrat in the Bernese 
Oberland probably stands out as 
the longest climbing time for a 
single route. 

Hardest pitch 
Bonington described getting out 
of the gap on the Ca lotte de 
Rochefort as harder than . 
anything on the Walker spur, 
and I can now see why. 

The most beautiful 
Climbed in mist and fresh snow, 
the summit ridge of the Dent 
Blanche had a Hima layan 
beauty, whilst the Jardin Arete 
of the Aiguille Verte combines 
the angular geometry of granite 
with elegant curves of snow. 
These two ranked joint first with 
the Lyskamm traverse as a 
worthy third. 

The finest summit 
The crowning plinth of the 
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Matterhorn piercing a sea of 
clouds on a day when nobody 
else climbed the mountain had 
no rival. 

The most abused 
The proliferating pile of statues 
and Madonnas o n the 
Matterhorn vied with the ship's 
tow ropes festooning the Dent 
du Geant for permanent abuse. 
More noxious were the 50 piles 
of excrement lining the route to 
our final peak , the Ba rre des 
Ecrins. You step out of the tracks 
at your peril on this route. If our 
glaciers have to be soiled why 
can 't people make their toilet a 
sociable distance off the path? 

Most welcome top 
This has to be the Aigu ille 
Blanche de Peuterey, climbed in 
a weary stupour o n a cloudy 
Sunday morning. It marked the 
end of our Mont Blanc campaign 

which had involved a 33-hour 
non-stop push from the col du 
Geant to the Eccles hut. It was 
the moment when we knew 
we'd succeed on the 4,000ers. 

WE CAME HOME to the same 
remorseless reports of brutality 
and suffe ring in Bosnia which 
made our Alps 4000 appeal for 
Blythswood Relief Aid to Eastern 
Europe even more re levant. 
There is still a long haul to reach 
our fund-raising target of £50,000 
and donations ca n be sent to 
Blythswood / Alps 4000, Loch
carron , Ross-shire, IV54 SYD . 
The struggle we had on the 
4,000ers was in many ways reas
suring. The mountains refused 
to be treated as a racetrack and 
grew in stature with each storm, 
making us fight tooth and nail 
for every advance. We are both 
humbled and strengthened by 
the experience. ■ 
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YOSlMIH 
Big news in the Valley is Todd 
Skinner's remarkable effort in 
free climbing the Direct on the 
north-west face of Half Dome. 
Skinner went up on the route 
in early June and spent a 
whopping 59 days on the wall 
before free climbing the entire 
route before topping out on 
June 31st. 

He enlisted the help of 
numerous partners for the 
climb including Paul Piana , 
Nancy Feagin , Galen Rowell , 
Scott Franklin, Steve Schneider 
and two other climbers who 
call themselves 'the Chosen 
One' and 'the Canuck'. 

'The tenacity involved in 
this thing is just incredible,' 
said Skinner's publicist Ann 
Krick. She added that the free 
version offers 'four or five 
pitches of 5.13, six pitches of 
5.12 and lots of 5.11+.' 
According to Galen Rowell , 

Above: El Capitan with 
Middendorf and Oxx's 
Flight of the Albatross (A). 
The Shield - climbed by 
Porter and Bocarde in 1972 
- is marked 'B'. 

the crux came at the fourth 
pitch where Skinner was 
stopped for weeks by just five 
feet of extremely difficult 
moves. Peter Croft and Dave 
Schulz had reportedly worked 
on the route earlier this 
summer but did not believe 
the fourth pitch would go free. 
However, Skinner's tenacity 
paid off. 

Ironically, Rowell pioneered 
the first portion of the Direct 
in 1963 with Ed Cooper. The 
pair left some fixed ropes 
hanging while Rowell headed 
back to college to take a final 
exam. Then , after they had 
exited the Valley for a week, 
Royal Robbins and Dick 
McCracken climbed the first 

part of the route - pushing the 
Rowell/Cooper fixed lines out 
of the way - and completed 
the routes themselves. 

Interested fans of Yosemite 
climbing histo,y might never 
see a photograph of Skinner's 
remarkable climb unless they 
look in the right publication. 
Remarkably Rowell had signed 
a contract with the major 
An1erican magazine Life to do 
a stmy if the team was 
successful, which it has been. 

On a more humourous note, 
Skinner came down off Half 
Dome during his attempts for 
four days in order to give a 
corporate motivational lecture 
to executives at Silicon 
Graphics in the San Francisco 
area. Silicon is the company 
responsible for the special 
effects in the film Jurassic 
Park. 

In other Yosemite news, 
John Middendorf and Will Oxx 
teamed up to climb a major 
new route on El Capitan, 
Flight of the Albatross 
(VI/ 5.8/ A3+ ), between Magic 
Mushroom and the Shield. 

From Heart ledge, the route 
climbs up the right side of the 
Heart formation, linking up 
features that are hidden from 
any one particular viewpoint 
on other routes. The route also 
takes a series of previously 
unclimbed flakes and cracks 
through the Shield formation 
itself. After a total of fourteen 
pitches the route joins 
Chickenhead ledge on the 
Shield. Thirteen of the pitches 
are totally new. 

Middendorf and Oxx spent 
seven days on the route which 
required a total of 72 new 
holes throughout the 14 leads. 
'It has less than 200 feet of 
blank rock out of 1,600 feet of 
new climbing, which is really 
good,' said Middendorf. 'It'll 
be a classic.' Also on El 
Capitan , Brad Jarrett, Cade 
Lloyd and and Jeff Hornbrook 
climbed a new route left of the 
Pacific Ocean Wall. 

MOUNTAIN 20 REVIEW 4 
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The major event in the Fisher 
Towers was Rob Slater's 
repeat of all the towers listed 
in Bjornstad's guide Desert 
Rock, including all the Mystery 
Towers and River Tower, a 
grand total of 23 cutler forma
tions and nothing short of 
outstanding. 

'I think he's very lucky,' said 
Harvey Carter, the desert's 
most prolific climber, of 
Slater's achievement. 'I give 
him a lot of credit. He's lucky 
to have climbed all that 
because the amount of climb
ing and the variation is so 
much more than people 
think.' Carter, who pioneered 
many of the routes Slater and 
his various partners repeated, 
said the Fishers get charac
terised as just weird, muddy 
formations but in reality 
contain a lot of different types 
of climbing. Furthermore, for 
the most part, it doesn't have 
to be dangerous; Carter points 
out that there haven't been 
fatalities. 

Slater made all the repeats 
between last summer and this 
except one - an ascent of the 
Titan in 1986. Partners 
included Stu Ritchie, Sue Wint, 
John Sherman, Mike 
O'Donnell and Alan Lester. 
Between Christmas and the 
end of May he spent every 
single weekend at the Fishers. 
He added that by repeating all 
the climbs he was attempting 
to achieve 'Harveyness', a 
level of consciousness that 
includes the ability to do 5.10 
mantles on to sloping, sanely 
shelves. On the subject of 
Harveyness, Carter and Bruce 
Hamilton picked off their own 
first in the Fishers recently, a 
small 200-foot tower graded 
III/ 5.10 and located north of 
the main formations. The 
climb was clone in a healthy 
rain. 'It softened up the rock,' 
said Carter. 'It was terrible.' 

Duane Raleigh and Pete 



Above: Rob Slater - Fisher 
Towers expert. 

Takeda climbed a major new 
line on the west face of the 
King Fisher (V / 5 10/ A3+) in 
four long pitches. The route 
followed a natura l line and, 
according to Raleigh, required 
a minimum of bolting. The 
route required a little bit of 
everything, from bird beaks to 
an ice axe which was used for 
'dry-hooking'. Raleigh 
described it as technical rather 
than dangerous, however. 

Also in the Fishers, Mike 
Baker and Leslie Henderson 
cl imbed Dragontail Rock 
(III/ 5.8/ A3+) this spring, a 
major butte-like formation 
with a cork-screw summit 
similar to that found atop 
Ancient Arts. This four-pitch 
tower lies directly uphill from 
and behind the King Fisher. 

Arches National Park 
Raleigh reported a few new 
roues from last year. They 
include: Good Ea11h 
(IV/ 5.10/ A3+), climbed with 
Lisa Raleigh, which takes a 
seven-pitch line up the south
west buttress of the Organ; 
Goat's Head Soup (IV/ A4) 
which follows a right-to-left 
traversing line up the west 
face of Sheep Rock ; and Next 
Wold (IV/ A5) which takes an 
overhanging crack up the 
Forming Arch Wall just south 
of and behind Sheep Rock. 
Baker and Leslie Henderson 

picked off Penthouse Tower in 
the Pa rk Avenue area 
(III/ IV/5.9/ AZ+) of Arches this 
spring. This five-pitch tower is 
located directly across from 
the Candelabrum. 

Castle Valley 
Slater reports a route from last 
year on the Convent. The 

Junior Buttress (IV /5. 10/ AZ), 
cl imbed with Jim Bodenhamer, 
follows the south skyline of 
the Convent and includes 
much run-out face climbing. 
The pair also climbed the 
'ridge not overhanging' on the 
Shark's Fin in Canyonlands's 
Monument Basin. Graded 
IV / 5.10/ A3+ , it lies on the 
opposite side of the formation 
to the origina l Wiggins route. 

Zion 
Middendorf, Bill Hatcher and 
Brad Quinn climbed Tricks of 
the Tramp(V/ 5.l0+! AZ), a 

Z,000-foot line of the Isaac, 
Zion's middle patriarch forma
tion. The route went entirely 
free except for 50 feet , the 
upper 800 feet being splitter 
overhanging handcracks in the 
5.9 and 5.10 range. The route 
also features 'lots of off
widths'. Middendorf and Oxx 
also made the first ascent of 
Bird Beak Spire (IV / 5.10+/ AZ), 
a free-standing pinnacle semi
detached from the east face of 
the Sentinel. 

Colorado National 
Monument 
Middendorf and I climbed 
Balanced Rock (I/ 5.6/ AO+), a 
well-known landmark, in 
March. Also worthy of note in 
western Colorado was Baker, 
Henderson and Layton Kor's 
new route on a formation 
called the Icon, a sedimentary 
fin near Rifle. Last spring the 
trio climbed a six-pitch line on 
its south-east side at III/ 5.10. 
Baker later repeated the route 
adding two additional bolts to 
protect the run-outs. 
Cameron M. Burns 

DESERT AREAS NH il►i~i;fi& Ii+◄ 

Above: John Sherman following desert guru Rob Slater on Gothic 
Nightmare. 
Below: John Middendorf during the first ascent of the North 
Elephant's Foot on the Navajo Indian reservation. He and his partner 
Carl Tobin completed their ascent by shooting an arrow over the 
tower before dragging increasingly heavy lines over the summit 
until a rope could be secured whereupon they jumared. The major 
challenge involved ensuring that the fishing line avoided the 
numerous cactii on the summit of the tower. Because of this , 
Middendorf has suggested a B&A (Bow and Arrow) rating of 1+. 
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The hardest sport climb in the world 

Fred Nicole may not be as famous as Frangois 

Legrand or Ben Moon, but he could just have 

climbed the world's first 9a. Claude Remy 
profiles Fred and his brother Frangois. 

0 ne of the greatest 
shocks in Swiss climb
ing occurred in 1984 

when two climbers free climbed 
a huge roof on the cliff of St 
Loup at Vaud. The surprise . 
among cognoscenti was all the 
more since the youngest of the 
two 'jokers' was only fourteen. 
In reality few climbers under
stood the achievement and what 
such hard - 7c - climbing 
meant. But people reassured 
themselves by saying: 'They're 
only kids and they don't really 
know what they've done, much 
less how.' So began the careers 
of Frederic and Franc;:ois Nicole. 

They started on long rock 
routes in the Alps in 1982, 
encouraged to some extent by 
their parents. In fact their mother 
hoped to dissuade them from 
the 'dangerous mountains ' . 
Straightaway they realised that 
mountains didn 't offer them 
what they wanted; to make an 
ana logy with athletics, they 
preferred the 100 metres to the 
marathon. Furthermore, Frederic 
cou ldn 't hide the fact that he 
had a fear of heights! 

They threw themselves into 
this new activity which became 
the centre of their lives - free 
climbing was a goal in itself. It 
has to be underlined that their 
approach was both surprising 
and commendable in the land 
of William Tell , obsessed as it is 
with alpinism. In effect, all verti
cal activity takes place in the 
shadow of alpine summits and 
innovation invites incompre
hension. Franc;:ois, the leader of 
the rope, was quickly caught by 
his younger brother Frederic. 
Together they complemented 
each other. The two self-taught 
boys were going places and so 
brought on themselves the 
ilisapprobation - I won't say any 
more - of their colleagues. They 
enjoyed 'le bloc above every
thing else. One word illustrates 
this world of the highest stan
dards - simplicity. They found 
there a spirit and a freedom 
which made sense to them. The 
smallest crags gave an infinite 
ilimension and the possibility for 
unlimited creation. 

As proof of their amazing 
vision, in 1986 on the cliff at St 

Loup, their own particular king
dom near the family home at 
Yverdon, they equipped and 
climbed fifteen routes, an 
achievement all the more 
remarkable for them all being 
above Sa. 

So, from 1987, the two broth
ers became two of the better 
exponents of extreme sport 
climbing in Switzerland. They 
had climbed routes - without 
knowing it - that were beyond 
the current levels of difficulty. 
In 1987 they repeated the 
famous Patrick Berhault route 
Tait d'Auguste at Loubiere. Some 
doubted they were up to climb
ing Sb+, doubts that were swiftly 
dealt with by the two brothers 
as they climbed routes of simi
lar difficulty all over the south 
of France and Italy. 

From the start Frederic was 
interested in pure difficulty and 
decided to focus his energies in 
that direction. Franc;:ois followed 
a less exclusive path. He still 
enjoyed big rock routes and 
travelling abroad as well, but the 
thing that brought the two 
brothers back together again 
was bouldering - their preferred 
skill - and the realisation of the 
unlikeliest of lines. 

In 1987 several of the best 
climbers in France came to the 
Swiss Jura at the invitation of 
Philippe Steulet. They were 
trying a roof that seemed impos
sible. An unknown arrived -
Frederic - who overcame the 
problem in two moves, a prob
lem that had dumbfounded the 
cream of the climbing world 

·who couldn't manage it in ten. 
This staggering achievement 
prompted Marc le Menestrel, no 
slouch himself, to comment that 
'here was the best climber in the 
world'. He merely said what a 
lot of people were already 
thinking. Since then Fred 
'Steelfingers' has progressed 
always in the company of 
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Franr;:ois. Always self-effacing, 
they didn't adapt themselves to 
the crags currently in fashion. 

Several major routes climbed 
by Fred and not repeated: 1988: 
Anafs et le Canabis (Sc), St 
Loup. 1992: Danse des Balrogs 
and Joyeux Leon, Valais - the 
former was the first Sb boulder 
problem in the country, the 
latter the first Sb+ boulder 
traverse. 1993: Bain de Sang, St 
Loup. Provisionally graded 9a 
and as such one of the hardest 
routes in the world. Twenty 
metres high and resembling a 
sheet of smooth glass with 
edges the width of a fly's wing, 
the moves are complicated and 
require a very specific approach. 
It is in reality a series of boul
der problems with the last being 
the hardest. It took several days' 
work from Fred, spread over 
three years. 

Fred's success in Switzerland 
was followed by a visit to Hueco 
- that American temple of boul
dering - where he worked his 
way through problems that 
usually took months of effort 
and then, under the incredulous 
gaze of the locals, added several 
new masterpieces that were 
harder than anything done so 
far. 

Fred had an equally success
ful time in Yosemite on some of 
the most famous problems in 
America, put up by Ron Kauk 
and John Bachar. The 'little 
Swiss' made a series of stagger
ing ascents on sight, including 
lbriller, rated in the US as B2 
or 7c+ and many that were the 
fastest recorded. The Americans, 
barely over the shock, then saw 
another unknown climber arrive 
who proceeded to repeat Fred's 
effort. But then it was his 
brother Franr;:ois. The news 
shook the whole country and 
even reached Bill Clinton who 
has planned a trip to St Loup 
next time he visits Europe. ■ 
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> > coi:itinued from page 1 7 
north-west rib of- Gasherbrum 
N was unsticcessfu l, though 
no details are yet available. 

A group of young French 
alpinists arrived at the 
Gasherbrum II base camp in 
early August to clean the site 
which was the worst I have 
ever seen for rubbish of all 
kinds, including excrement 

ALPS 

spread indiscriminately all 
around the base camp area. 
simply cannot understand the 
mentality of people who 
literally era p on their own 
doorstep. we used a plastic 
barrel for six of us over a 
period of six weeks and filled 
another with burnt and 
crushed rubbish. ■ 
More details next issue. 

Above: The line of the British attempt on the south ridge of 
Gasherbrum IV showing the highpoint at 7,25Dmetres. The team 
were defeated by the heavy snow and poor weather that 
dominated the climbing season in the Karakoram. 
Below: More success was enjoyed on Gasherbrum II , at 8,035 
metres the lowest of the 8,000-metre peaks and a good entree 
into that less and less exclusive club as commercial trips make 
the most of its accessibility. Four Koreans , twelve members of an 
American commercial trip , three Catalans, two Japanese and 
possibly more all succeeded on the Austrian route of 1956, the 
line of the first ascent. 

AlPS 
Poor weather kept many 
alpinists off the hard routes 
this summer, writes Ed 
Douglas, but not the great 
Patrick Gabarrou. Alison 
Hargreaves also took 
advantage of occasional good 
weather to make solo ascents 
of the classic six north faces. 

The Alps shared the unsettled 
weather most of the northern 
hemisphere enjoyed this 
summer. There was more 
snow on the mountains than 
usual this spring and the best 
weather occured early in the 
season. A good spell towards 
the encl of June was ended by 
heavy falls of snow in early 
July and then high tempera
tures at the end of the month. 
In early July winter conditions 
took over in the high 
mountains with snow down 
to 2,000-metre level. At the 
time of writing the cold 
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Above: The line of Alexis, 
the new route on the north 
lace of the Grande 
Jorasses climbed by 
Patrick Gabarrou and 
Benoit Robert. 

weather had returned. These 
were the worst conditions for 
several years, a fact which 
makes the sustained effort of 
Moran and Jenkins - see page 
18 - more remarkable. 

While news of first ascents 
is only just beginning to 
trickle back, one notable 
ascent was made by the 
evergreen Patrick Gabarrou 
and the 21-year-old Benoit 
Robert. Between July 23rd 
and 25th, the pair climbed a 
major new route on the north 
face of the Grancles Jorasses. 
Starting right of the Walker 
spur, the route finishes up the 
wall of the Whymper spur. 
Tenuous and steep ice 
climbing, deep snow covering 
rock slabs and a fin:;il wall 
plastered in snow and ice 



made the free and aid climb
ing highly difficult. There 
were few meaningful bivouac 
sites. Bad weather came in 
during the evening of the 
second clay and the pair were 
forced to climb throughout 
the night on an overhanging 
wall because of their concern 
that the worsening conditions 
would prevent further 
progress. They topped out on 
the third in a storm. 

The route, which is highly 
rated, was called Alexis in 
memory of Gabarrou 's long
standing partner Alexis Long 
who was killed last year. For 
Robert, it was his first time on 
the summit of the Grandes 
Jorasses but it was Gabarrou 's 
third new route on the face. 
The previous routes on the 
Walker and Margarita spurs 
climbed in 1986 and 1992 
with Herve Bouvard and 
Chritstian Appertet are still 
unrepeated. The only other 
climber to match this feat was 
one Rene Desmaison. 

There were a number of 
serious accidents in the 
course of the summer. Fred 

·vimal, the hugely talented 
and precocious French 
alpinist, was killed in a fall 
while attempting to solo a 
new route on the Grand 
Capucin in May and the guide 
Alain Moroni was killed, 
probably in an avalanche, 
while attempting to surf the 
north face of the Aiguille du 
Plan. In early August, 
following a phenomenal rise 
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in the isothern'l, eight 
climbers - three Italians, two 
French and three Austrians -
were killed while climbing 
the ordinary route on the 
Grancles Jorasses when a 
serac band collapsed. The 
Office de Haute Montagne in 
Chamonix reported that the 
serac which fell was one of 
the largest on record, 
measuring around 400 metres 
wide and 200 metres high. 
Not all the work of the 
Gendarmerie is taken up with 
such tragic call-outs. This 
June, 45 'alpinists ' had to be 
rescued from the Vallot 
emergency hut on Mont 
Blanc after they were 
overtaken by bad weather. 
None of the party had either 
map or compass nor the 
inclination to help 
themselves. Rescue services 
in Chamonix calculate that a 
tenth of their call-outs are to 
collect climbers who are 
either stuck or just can't face 
the walk down. 

After the heavy media 
attention paid to Rebecca 
Stephens earlier in the year 
for her ascent of Everest, 
British women's alpinism 
enjoyed another shot in the 
arm with Alison 
Hargreaves's completion of 

Below: Simon Jenkins and 
Martin Moran nearing the 
summit of the Grand 
Combin during their 
continuous ascent of the 
Alpine 4,000-metre peaks. 

the six classic north faces 
solo and in one season. 
Even more remarkable was 
the short aggregate time she 
required for the job. 
Beginning on June 17th, she 
climbed the Shroud, first 
climbed by Desmaison and 
Flematty, which she 
knocked off in two and a 
half hours. Twelve days later 
she moved on to the 
Matterhorn and the 1931 
Schmid brothers route. After 
the bad weather of early 
and mid July, she climbed 
the Lau per direct on July 
24th in only five and a half 
hours. The guidebook time 
in Les Swinden's new 
Bernese Oberland guide is 
suggested at twelve to 
eighteen hours. 

On August 10th she did 
the Cassin on the north face 
of the Piz Badile before 
moving on a week later to 
the north face of the Drus, 
by now free of the snow 
and ice that had plastered it 
for most of July. Here she 
did the Allain/ Leininger 
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Above: Alison Hargreaves, 
who climbed the classic six 
north faces solo this 
summer, the first woman 
alpinist to do so. 

route of 1931 in just under 
five hours. Finally, on 
August 24th, she completed 
the sextet by climbing the 
Comici route on the Cima 
Grande, generally regarded 
as the easiest of the six, in ' 
three and a half hours. 

Alison Hargreaves is 
planning another series of 
solo climbs in the United 
States for later this year - no 
details yet - before going to 
Everest in 1994 where she 
hopes to make the first 
female ascent of Everest 
without bottled oxygen. 

Finally, spare a thought 
for Eric Petetin, a mountain 
guide who h:is just spent 
fourteen months in jail 
protesting against the 
Somport autoroute tunnel. 
You can support this protest 
by writing to: Stephane 
Carbonnaux, 25 rue Aristide, 
Briand, 64000, France. ■ 





When Doug Scott travelled to 

Spain he found a rock-climbing 

world he barely recognised. 

Retro-bolting, top-roping and 

redpointing seem far removed 

from Himalayan climbing but, 

asks Scott, are they eroding 

the future of all branches 

of our sport? 



0 ver the last five years many friends and 

contemporaries have been coming back 

from Spain , raving about the quality of the 

rock and the amount of hard climbing they 

were able to enjoy there in good weather. 

The sunshine, food and wine, and the legendary hospitality 

of the Spanish were all incentives. So last Easter I had no 

hesitation in taking up an offer from Desnivel, the Spanish 

climbing magazine and my publisher there, to do a lecture 

tour. My one condition was that I should climb evety clay 

and so in the twelve clays of my visit I took in twelve crags 

doing over forty routes in sun, snow and rain. 

The Spanish were incredibly generous, hospitable and 

voluble although as they don't seem to bother reading about 

climbing, - preferring just to talk about it non-stop - I did 

not sell many books, but I did have a lot of long 

conversations about climbing. Spain must have more rock 

climbing than any other countty its size and my experience 

of it got off to a good sta,t on the excellent Peclriza granite, 

just north of Madrid. Here I was climbing with my host, 

Dario Rodriguez , the editor of Desnivel, and also young 

Carlos Suarez. The three of us then went to climb at a 

limestone crag, also near Madrid , known as Patones, and did 

a dozen routes on high quality rock. Here I also discovered 

that Carlos was one of the finest of Spanish climbers. 

A few months before Carlos had soloed the route Possible 

Mission at Patones, an Sa that was continually overhanging 

on tiny finger pockets. It looked horrible, although he said it 

was beautiful! Patones is a so-called sport-climbing crag, with 

bolts eve,y two metres, although, of course, Carlos had not 

touched the bolts during his solo climb here. Earlier he had 

foregone the sport-climbing crags with his solos of Murciana 

and Sagitario on the great west face of Naranjo de Bulnes in 

the Cantabrians, both ED inf. 

The next day Dario dispatched me northwards, to climb 

with another fine young climber Jon Lazkano and on the 

limestone of Atxarte. We did several 100-metre routes on 

excellent solid mountain limestone following crack systems. 

All the routes were bolt protected. Opposite this crag, and 

inside the national park, was a huge quarry which was 

slowly eating away a shapely mountain above. In protest, 

Jon and his friends had strung up a po1taleclge tent, halfway 

up the face, and slept in it for months. They had succeeded 

in halting the operation until further discussions could take 

place. After climbing on the north coast limestone, I left for a 

lecture in Pamplona. 

With four hours before the start of the lecture I found 

myself climbing with an old Himalayan acquaintance , Koldo 

Aldas, and his friend Leo at a crag called Etxauri. The route 

Kalclo chose for us was a classic, following flakes and cracks, 

to a tree belay. We drew straws for the second pitch which 

fell to me. The whole of the first pitch was protected by bolts 

every two metres. The second was similarly protected. 

After a few metres I noticed a lay-back crack under the 

flake, to the left, and yelled clown to Koldo and Leo, asking 

them if it was okay. 

'Yes, it is beautiful!' came the reply. 'But I have not clone 

it for many years. Try it.' So I clicl, underclinging my way 

from one hold to the next, looking for the inevitable bolt 

protection, except it never materialised. Mild panic took over 

as I went further and further away from my last bolt. I 

realised that for the first time since arriving in Spain I was 

suddenly on my own when it came to protecting myself. The 

retro-bolters had not been here. Luckily I had a bunch of 

wire chocks with me and found several perfect placements 

and, even if I say so myself, each one of them could have 

saved a man's life, they slotted in so well. I climbed a final 

finger crack to a tree and belayed. Koldo came up first, 

making light work of the crack, and taking my wires out on 

the way. After getting his breath back, he commented on the 

protection I had found. 

'Ah, you English' Your way of climbing is so interesting 

for me, it was as I always climbed until the bolts appeared 

on all the routes.' 

'When did this happen, Kolclo?' 

'Oh, it all happened in the last ten years.' 

Leo came up and said: 'You are lucky to find this route, it 

has escaped the bolters.' 

We went on to talk more about this as we rappelled 

down and drove back to Pamplona. It would se_em that a 

little bit of rock, a tiny variation of a climb, had been 

overlooked by the modern school of sport climbers. All the 

other routes at Etxauri had bolts at least eve,y two metres, 

regardless of whether it was possible to fit natural protection 

or not. From talking to Spanish climbers such as Koldo and 

Leo, I gathered that just about eve,ywhere in Spain the local 

climbers had decided that bolts should protect their climbs, 

including climbs which were formerly protected by wires, 

friends and pegs. The bolts were usually put in from the top 

clown, at two-metre intervals, and on occasions, at one-and-

'By now I had done twenty-odd routes , 
and had come to regard it all as a 
good chance to get fit , like an outdoor 
alternative to my local climbing wall. ' 

a-half-metre intervals, often regardless of where the crux 

moves happened to be. 

Before my visit I had heard that the Spanish had turned to 

bolt protection, just as they have in France. But it's one thing 

to hear about it, and another thing to actually experience it, 

climb after climb, clay after day. By now I had clone twenty

odd routes, and had come to regard it all as a good chance 

to get fit, like an outdoor alternative to my local climbing 

wall in Carlisle. From then on , after leaving Pamplona, I 

sta1ted to have a nagging wony that all was not well here. I 

think that it was the sad nostalgia that I had sensed in Kolclo 

and Leo. For these two, such wistful yearnings were just that 
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and not a big concern, for they were mountain men and 

i Kolda - a Pyreneean mountain guide and Himalayan climber 

~ - had his excitement in the big mountains. For me, however, 

i crag climbing was more impottant than any other aspect of 

~ 1nountaineering. 

As I flew south to Murcia for my next lecture, I was 

consumed by this haunting presentiment that soon I would 

be turning up at my old stomping grounds, such as the 

limestone crags of the Derwent valley, only to find that next 

to my favourite routes there was a bolt eve1y six feet. It has 

happened in Spain - perhaps it could happen in Britain. But 

what was the process that brought it about? How had it 

happened in Spain? How did it all come about so quickly 

and silently. It was both strange and slightly sinister? 

Such questions were pa1tly answered by my host in the 

south, Miguel Angel Gallego, who met me at the airpott. We 

drove for two hours to the Valle de Sella and climbed four 

more limestone routes in less time. It was only possible for 

me to lead all these routes, all between English 5a and 5c, on 

account of there being a bolt eve1y two metres. 

We drove through the night back to Miguel's home, 

talking non-stop about climbing and our discussions 

continued during visits to the Valle de Leiva, and, later, to 

the mini-Gibraltar of Penon de Ifach near Calpe and 

Benidorm. We talked about all aspects of climbing, -not just 

in Spain, for Miguel has to be Spain's most prolific climber of 

new routes, here and all over the world. He and his brothers 

have, for instance, established four new routes on El Capitan 

in the Yosemite Valley. There is a Gallego route on Fitzroy in 

Patagonia. But the thrust of our conversation was to do with 

the state of Spanish climbing. 

'How could it have happened , Miguel? As far as I can see, 

just about everywhere, all new routes as well as many of the 

old classics, if not all of them, have been retro-bolted.' 

'It came from Verdon,' said Miguel. 

'The French! ' I exclaimed. 

'Yes, and now the French are placing bolts alongside their 

ice routes in the Pyrenees at Gavarnie. ' 

I couldn't quite take that one in at the time. He also told 

me that some of the old mixed free and aid routes, including 

some of his, had been retro-bolted and then renamed, as if 

before the retro-bolting they had not existed or did not 

count. I told Miguel that the same thing had happened to old 

aid routes in Britain, including some of mine, but for the 

opposite reason - they had now been free climbed, freed of 

aid and made more adventurous - and then renamed. 

There was much gnashing of teeth and shaking of heads, 

as we drove along the modern Spanish roads. Miguel said 

that it was interesting for him to watch my climbing style. 

'You climb slowly but steadily, step by step, coming back 

clown to shake out and rest, before the hard moves. You do 

not want to know about the bolts. ' 

I had found it ve1y hard to rest on the bolts - it just didn 't 

seem as natural as it obviously was in Spain. Miguel would 

shout up at a particularly hard bit when I was struggling, 

'Doug! Repose, repose! When in Spain you must enjoy your 

climbing, so repose, take it easy,' and so I did, and enjoyed 

the rest between the moves - at the time. His comments, 

however, alened me to the fact that the presence of these 

bolts changes eve1ything in a multi-faceted way that is mind

boggling in its complexity, Such ponderings take you right 

back to the origins of climbing, to the very essence of our 

spott. It is difficult now for me to recall all the thoughts and 

feelings aroused during our travelling around southern Spain. 

The names of the pioneers came to mind - Haskett-Smith, 

Mumme1y, O.G. Jones, Kelly, Herford , Bell and Murray, Peter 

Harding, Brown, Whillans, Robin Smith, Crew, all of them 

accepting the rock as it was and leaving it as they found it. 

They refined the risk, but never reduced it to no risk at all. 

They understood from the start that our climbing game is 

governed by rules - albeit unwritten ones - with the 

essential factor being that we go to the mountains to take 

responsibility for our own lives and to protect ourselves 

accordingly. 

MOUNTAIN 29 REVIEW 4 



'Miguel, how has it happened that your climbers have 

given up responsibility for your own lives to the retro

bolters? How has it suddenly come about, and why weren't 

you and all your contemporaries and those older than you 

protesting? Where were Anglada, Guillamion, Pedro 

Udaondo and the others? What of the great climbs of Alberto 

Rabada and Ernesto Navarro who died on the Eigerwand.' 

I had put Miguel on the spot; he looked uncomfortable. I 

knew it was unfair of me to have put it this way, but I was 

worked up. He seemed to think it had all happened in the 

last ten years, since Spain had become a modern European 

state, through all the EC help and subsidies. Suddenly, it had 

become economically possible and socially acceptable for 

the youth of the country to go out to the crags, and so the 

flood-gates had opened and there was a complete break 

with the past. They got guidance from Verdon, not from the 

old-timers. Miguel admitted that he had no time for writing 

articles, he was too busy climbing, and now scuba diving. 

He thought his contemporaries and those older than he, 

were content with what they had done and weren't too 

worried what the next generation did or did not do. 

But after my lecture in Murcia, he brought out the whole 

bolting issue with the audience during the question time. It 

'Undoubtedly, the presence of bolts 
every two metres hardly gives the 

climber the chance to lead for he is, in 
effect, top-roping himself.' 

was interesting to see the confusion, frustration, guilt and 

anger all mixed up together. Clearly, it is a very emotive 

subject about which it is very hard to be objective. The 

audience did seem to accept certain truths about bolting 

being detrimental to the ultimate satisfaction of rock 

climbing. Undoubtedly, the presence of bolts every two 

metres, and in some cases, every one and a half i:netres, 

hardly gives the climber the chance to lead for he is, in 

effect, virtually top-roping himself as he climbs, reaching up 

from one bolt to the next. Nor is there much to do in the 

way of route finding; chalk occasionally gets washed off the 

crag whereas the bolt is a permanent way mark. Everything 

extraneous to making that next move has been suppressed 

and the steeper the ground the safer it becomes, for if the 

climber doesn't make his move, he simply falls down to the 

next bolt, hanging there in complete safety, swinging around 

in his sit harness without even grazing his anns or legs. 

One chap at the back seemed to take offence and 

suggested that if I didn't like the bolts, then I didn't have to 

use them. I found that one hard to answer on the spur of the 

moment, but mumbled something about climbers taking 

advantage of everything going and that it would have been 

silly of me in an emergency to ignore a bolt that is so much 

more easy to use than fiddling around with my gear. And 

that is the whole point of the argument. We set off on our 

climbs expecting a degree of commitment but if there are 

bolts every two metres, there is no commitment. There is no 

elation either from stepping out into the unknown as regards 

one's own ability to cope on a hard route. How could they 

deny themselves that pleasure? 

Perhaps all over Spain there was never quite that tradition 

of free climbing that we had in Britain and in many parts of 

Europe, and in the USA. Never was the use of a piton put 

under such close scrutiny in Spain as it was on British rock. 

Although Miguel had been a fine free climber in his day, and 

in fact it was he who had been behind Boreal bringing out 

the first sticky-soled rock climbing shoes, he is, nevertheless, 

more renowned for his big-wall aid climbing abroad and in 

Spain. There have been occasions, as with most aid climbers 

- including myself - when they were rightly accused of 

having used too much aid. Maybe Miguel feels he will have 

lost credibility to protest much about the retro-bolting of 

crags today. So now, even though Miguel not only 

established numerous routes but had introduced climbing to 

areas where there had never been climbing before, there is 

quite a considerable gap between him and the attitudes of 

the young so-called sport climbers, or bolt-to-bolt climbers. 

He pointed out that many of them just do not have the 

commitment that he and his friends had in the past; it is just 

another activity to slot in on a sunny Sunday afternoon, in 

between visiting the girlfriend's family and swimming in the 

evening or taking in a film. It was so easy just to turn up at a 

roadside crag, do two or three routes with the non-climbing 

girlfriend belaying with a Petz! Grigri. We have even 

invented a device that can cope with an inexperienced 

person arresting the longest of lobs. 

As in Britain, where many young people come into 

climbing via climbing walls and do not know anything about 

protecting themselves , so it is in Spain, with young folk 

having a go on a local crag, lurching from one bolt to the 

next. I told Miguel of the training debates we had in the late 

1970s, and how we feared that the school teachers and other 

educationalists seemed to want to remove risk from our 

sport. Now it would seem that this has been achieved for 

them and not by them. 

Then Miguel and I played devil 's advocate with each 

other. 'So what? Why shouldn't it be safe and sound? Why 

shouldn't people get into climbing this way? Ah, but what 

happens when they get to the big mountains?' 

'Well even there, of course, bolts are appearing - all over 

Chamonix granite for instance.' But they weren't appearing 

everywhere, we agreed. 

'And that is the problem,' said Miguel. 'There are so many 

young climbers _going off to the mountains with very little 

idea of how to protect themselves and are often at a 

complete loss.' Nodding our heads sagely, we both agreed · 

that the demise of the art of placing a peg, and more so, the 

art of arranging wire chocks and camming devices, was a sad 

state of affairs. It is an art form that takes a long time for the 
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climbing community to acquire but is so quickly lost. 

There is not the transference from roadside crag to high 

mountain rock that there was. A lot of the young climbers 

are not really interested in actually leading, they prefer to 

top-rope, even with the bolts in place. If they do lead up 

from the ground, they quite often abseil down first, placing 

their slings and karabiners on the bolts. The more skilled and 

ambitious will spend a whole day, even a weekend, trying 

just one short route, falling back onto the bolt and trying 

again, going down to the ground for longer rests, trying to 

push up to the next bolt - in effect sieging the climb. It 

seems strange that this should be happening on Spanish 

rock, when Spanish mountaineers were doing incredible 

alpine-style climbs out in the Himalaya. 

I asked Miguel about two climbers on the south face of 

Annapurna. 'Ah, yes,' he said, 'that was Enrie Lucas and Nil 

Bohigas.' I told Miguel how uplifting it was for me to read 

that they had, in fact, climbed the huge 2,500-metre south 

face of Annapurna in one continuous push. 'Yes, it was a 

fantastic achievement,' said Miguel. 'They had been right on 

the edge, with only very light nylon clothing, no duvets and 

very little food. If anything had gone wrong, they would 

have been in deep trouble, but it seems that they had cut 

back the odds slightly by having got themselves fit by 

climbing other peaks in the area first, so they were also 

thoroughly acclimatised. They had their girlfriends at base 

camp and were in radio contact with them. From base camp 

they were advised on where their route should go so that 

they could keep to mainly ice and move quickly. But it was 

a very fine ascent.' What a curious thing it was, we mused, 

that all the kudos in the Himalaya comes from climbing 

alpine style, whereas here, on Spanish rock, it's from sieging 

from one bolt to the next. 

With every realisation of the true terror of the situation, 

we mused again on how it could have happened, who was 

to blame, and how the matter could be redressed. Could 

climbing be got back on to its natural traditional course? We 

both agreed that the magazines had a lot to do with it. The 

majority of their rock climbing photographs show, month 

after month after month, climbers moving between bolts, or 

hanging from bolts, or falling onto bolts. Rarely, these days, 

do you see a climber with a bunch of wire chocks at his 

waist, or using them, or standing there, clinging on with one 

hand, fixing protection with the other. I told Miguel that it 

was the same in Britain. Even the official magazine of the 

British Mountaineering Council often had a cover 

photograph of a climber moving between bolts, and always 

inside a bolt-to-bolt climber spotlighted centre stage, as if to 

say: 'This is where it's at folks!'. 

'What is Dario doing about it?' I asked Miguel. 

'Not a lot.' 

'He won't if you don't write articles yourself.' 
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'I must get down to it,' he agreed. But I know he will not. 

He's got such a programme ahead, of rock climbing in 

Africa, scuba diving in the West Indies, and on and on, one 

project after the next. There were long silences as we drove 

along the freeways, both letting it all sink in, then suddenly 

out it would pour, with more passion than sense. We argued 

about the 'me-now' generation who have never discovered 

that there is no gain without pain, who want all the thrills 

without the spills, the TV generation with no imagination left 

to look at the rock in its true context. . Yes, the TV, lets 

blame television. The deep silence that followed was broken 

by a loud exclamation: 

'Who are the people who have established these bolt to 

bolt climbs? Who are these retro-bolters? Who remembers 

them? Who recalls their names five years later? Nobody. 

Nobody does because they have left nothing behind worth 

remembering. One route is so much like the next. 

'These men who penetrate the rock with such 

monotonous regularity, where performance lacks all 

originality, imagination and inventiveness - it can only be 

assumed that they make lousy lovers. They certainly lack 

love for the rock and respect for those who went before.' 

We both reminded ourselves that we weren't against bolts 

per se. We could hardly be that, having used them to get us 

up routes on El Capitan, where they have linked 

discontinued crack systems and made it possible to do some 

of the finest rock climbs in the world. Now the big problem, 

we agreed, is where to draw the line. But we both came to 

the same conclusion that here in Spain traditional climbing 

has been lost to the retro-bolters. It has become a safety net 

sport, with very little chance that it will ever be different. A 

long silence was finally broken by Miguel recalling that he 

had read somewhere that traditional British free climbing 

was in danger of giving itself up to the retro-bolters. He 

knew that the former founding editor of Mountain magazine 

had spoken out against sport climbing and the retro-bolting 

of crags in Britain. 

I had to confess that I didn 't know too much about it at 

the time, though I knew that in obscure quarries around the 

Lake District and on limestone rock around Derbyshire retro

bolters had been at work. I did not know their names and 

thought they were not at the very cutting edge of 

development in Britain. I told Miguel I had the impression 

they were young impressionable men, in a hurry to make 

their mark witl1 more ambition than skill or courage. 

'So the traditional free clin1bing that you practise in Britain 

is under threat,' said Miguel. Well maybe it is , but I don't 

think it will ever be totally wiped out by retro-bolting. He 

seemed genuinely concerned that it shouldn't, as had Koldo 

and Jon before, and others later, who considered that it was 

important the British way of climbing should be preserved. 

Miguel put me on the plane for Gijon on the north coast. 

I climbed on a crag some way out of Gijon with Miguel 

Marentes. As we approached the crag, Miguel warned me, 

without knowing of my current interest in bolting, that the 

crag we were going to have bolts every one and a half 

metres and sometimes closer. We did some routes, all of 

which could have been protected quite easily with wires, 

until we got to the 6cs, and then I was glad of the bolts on 

the blank limestone. In fact I couldn't get up, even after long 

rests on the bolts. It was, I told them, too early in the season! 

Robin Walker, a British climber resident in Spain, was the 

translator that night at my lecture in Gijon. After the lecture 

we went for a communal meal with a crowd of local 

climbers, during which time I talked to Robin about some of 

the conversations I had had with Miguel, and of my 

conversations about Spanish climbing in general. He agreed 

that the rapid rise of retro-bolting had come about because 

of Spain's new found affluence and that the young had the 

time and money to take up the possibility of climbing. There 

had been a vast influx into the sport certainly, and he 

thought that very few would have had much idea of who 

Anglada and Miguel Gallego were. Very few of them would 

bother to read the old books. There had been a complete 

break with tradition. They only know Verdon, Yosemite, and 

what they get from the European magazines, full of bolt

protected routes and also competitions - that 's another 

interest for the young climber and has a lot to do with the 

state of the art of rock climbing in Spain and the rest of 

Europe, except, so far, Britain. 

But for Robin and his Spanish friends it seemed to be 

more of a side issue, for the main thrust of their climbing 

took place in high mountains of the Cantabrians and the 

Pyrenees, as well as the high mountains in the rest of 

Europe. He too thought that the old-timers had lost a bit of 

their street credibility when it came to pontificating on bolts. 

Although they had not been particularly indiscriminate in the 

use of aid in the past, it did lessen their ability to comment 

effectively on the use of bolting now. Robin thought they 

should open up to their own position and clearly define 

where they had been at the time, which would help put the 

present state of Spanish climbing in perspective. 

The following day I was snowed off more granite to the 

north of Madrid, and took off for my last climbing and 

lecture venue - the granite of the Gredos, near Avila. Dario 

and myself climbed on the Villarejo Tower, with Miguel 

Angel Vidal from Avila , anotl1er of the many superb Spanish 

rock climbers , and also , in his case, a very fine alpinist. 

Although the weatl1er was miserable, the south face of the 

Villarejo Tower gave good climbing on fine granite, the light 

skimming across its rippling surface, acres of it stretching out 

in all directions with aluminium bolt brackets every two or 

sometimes three metres marching up all over the crag in 

lines. Someone along the way had justified bolting as a 

means of clearing up the crags, implying that a bolt was 

preferable to a peg or a nylon sling left in situ. From the 

point of aesthetics , rusty old pegs lurking in the cracks 

looked a lot less intrusive than the shining aluminium 
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brackets of which there were so many. It really did look like 

a construction company had been at work, preparing the 

rock to take some fitting such as a gantry of lights or maybe 

an advertising hoarding. 

We summed up the situation, Dario and myself, in the car 

journey back to Madrid and all the way to the airport, 

agreeing that I should put my conversations and comments 

on paper. So here they are, with a few additions gleaned 

from my sudden interest in retro-bolting, and the awful 

thought that it could happen in Britain nationwide. I told 

Dario that I would check out weasel words I had been 

reading from Cornwall in the magazines where I had read of 

the local guide who wants to put in bolts from which he 

could lower his clients back to the ground to save wear and 

tear on the vegetation and soil at the top of the crags. I 

suggested to Dario that the environmental argument was 

spurious and, in this case, was for convenience. In any case, 

I added, it would be the thin end of the wedge, opening the 

flood gates as an encouragement to the young, unthinking 

and unfeeling climber to bolt everywhere. This has already 

happened at St Bees, a coastal crag in Cumbria. 

Dario and I agreed as do most climbers, that, as a rule of 

thumb, the rocky medium should be kept as it has been for 

millions of years. Obviously, we should be raising our 

standards to meet the rock, not reducing the rock to meet us. 

What an egotistical thing it is, when you come to think of it, 

that anyone should go to a slab of rock and chip holes in it, 

as has happened on Pedriza granite, and also in Britain. And 

in Britain climbers have actually been drilling holes to attach 

artificially made holds on to the crag in a strange mix and 

match of indoor climbing walls on outdoor crags. 

'Dario, you have got to do something.' My voice echoed 

round the inside of his van. 'You editors have enormous 

responsibility to help preserve all that was good from the 

past, and pass it on to the younger generation. The advent of 

climbing walls may well have helped towards the present 

bolt-to-bolt situation, but maybe the climbing wall could be 

used to the advantage of traditional rock climbing, with more 

and more of them providing the service that young climbers 

want - competitive climbing. Exact standards and yardsticks 

are important to the young so that they know precisely 

where they are at in the pecking order. Rock gymnastics 

should take place inside the gymnasium - real rock climbing, 

climbing with risk, takes place out on the rock. The mistake 

that has been made is to think it was possible for both to 

share the same medium - it is not possible, as we can see in 

Spain, France and many other countries that have given up 

traditional free climbing fo the retro-bolts.' 

I can now see why so many older climbers have come 

back from Spain well pleased with themselves. The bolt 

protection has reversed the diminution of their strength and 

courage, the presence of the bolt gives a boost to their 

climbing. They were able to cover the ground they had 

never covered before. Yet at what price? I can understand it, 

for bolt protection is very seductive; I was getting off on it 

quite nicely until Koldo shook me out of my reverie. I am I= 

! surprised, however, that the young climbers of today, those 

at the forefront of rock climbing excellence, should have 

taken to bolt-to-bolt climbing, but of course there are 

exceptions, and very important exceptions and the great 

hope for the future, as always, lies with them. Johnny 

Dawes, Mark Wilford, Paul Pritchard, Peter Croft - to name 

but a few - these are the true conservationists. For a hundred 

years the British tradition existed and now, in the last ten 

years, the holes are being drilled into the rock thick and fast, 

and faster still as new petrol driven drills become available. 

Now is the time for all climbers, everywhere, to join these 

leaders of the free-climbing tradition. Now is the time to nail 

one's colours to the mast. Don't rely on bureaucrats - the 

British Mountaineering Council, for instance - because they 

will remain the invisible power-brokers, they will always be 

in the rearguard and not at the forefront of development. 

Any ideals there will be compromised away in an effort to 

please everyone. 

The price of freedom is eternal vigilance, as Tim Lewis 

kept reminding us in Mountain magazine. You ·can never 

rest on your laurels, not in these days of TV images which 

destroy imagination. The old order changeth, but it doesn't 

always change for the better, not if the past is scrapped out 

of hand. What is needed here is an imput of vitality, of 

idealism, a resurgence of interest. There is currently an idea 

that each of us should have the freedom to find out who we 

are and what we want - but with freedom comes 

responsibility and a true conscience. 

People who are consumed by feelings of their own self

importance aren't going to make good freedom fighters. In 

my own bid to enjoy the process of pioneering but also to 

egotistically make my mark, I put up a number of routes 

using pegs for protection and aid in Derbyshire, Anglesey 

and on Strone Ulladale. Some of these routes have withstood 

the test of time and have been accepted as exciting aid 

climbs to be gradually overcome by free climbing as other 

protection devices became available. But there were a few 

routes where I clearly used too many pegs that were quickly 

eliminated. I should never have attempted those routes at 

that time. They should have been left for a better climber or 

until I had improved my standard. 

My errors were corrected by those with more imagination, 

by more adventurous, stronger and fitter climbers. Had it not 

been for contemporaries poking fun at me, laughing me out 

of court and at all the others who transgressed what was the 

right and traditional ethic, I - and you - would not now have 

the pleasure of going down Borrowdale and losing myself in 

the total experience of British rock climbing at its best. There 

might have been pegs and bolts all over it, or on gritstone -

the purest climbing these islands have to offer - but there 

aren't. This is how it was in the beginning and as it must 

remain - forever. ■ 
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T he Union of Soviet and Socialist Republics is 

no more. Gorbachev is generally credited with 

bringing clown the barriers in the late 1980s 

and as we enter the 1990s and restrictions 

recede still further, the mountaineering 

potential of the former Soviet Union is increasingly 

accessible to all. The restrictions imposed by the communist 

system were much more variable than most people realise 

and have created areas of sharply contrasting activity. The 

Caucasus and Pamirs, for example , have long been easily 

accessible to Soviet and Eastern Bloc citizens with the result 

that highly organised camp systems have been developed 

and many routes climbed. At the other encl of the spectrum 

politically sensitive areas such as the Turkestan Range 

(Ak-su etc) were not accessible even to Soviet 

mountaineers until the early 1980s. The result is that many 

unclimbed routes - and even unclimbed peaks - remain. 

The current state of play is that areas once accessible 

only after various bureaucratic battles are now much easier 

to reach. Much exploring and new route possibilities 

remain on mountains not previously visited by Western 

mountaineers. The scale ranges from Himalayan 7,000-

metre giants in the Pamirs and Tian Shan clown to trekking 

in the leafy foothills of the Urals. In between regions such 

as the Caucasus and Altai offer superb, unfrequented 

climbing reminiscent of the western Alps without the 

crowds and modern accoutrements. In financial terms, the 

parlous state of the Russian economy and hyper-inflation 

make hard currencies extremely desirable and ensure that 

costs are low once access to the world of the rouble has 

been secured. 

Before the break-up of the Soviet Bloc, the only really 

sure way of organising a trip was via the Soviet Sports 

Committee. This national body still exists but an ever

increasing number of private operators are muscling in on 

the scene, keen to encourage hard-currency mountaineers 

to visit long-forgotten ranges. Initially rather unreliable, the 

new breed of entrepreneurs now often have UK 

representatives attracting an increasing number of satisfied 

customers. They also tend to be rather cheaper than the 

'official ' channels as everything is arranged direct with 

those who will accompany you to the mountains rather 

than through a middle man taking a cut. When I make my 

next trip I will probably secure an invitation - essential 

before a visa can be issued - through a private operator. 

In fact, access to areas such as the Caucasus and the 

Pamirs has been possible for those who are sufficiently 

persistent for some time. Before the initiation of the rather 

grandly named 'international mountaineering camp system' 

in 1974 several British teams including John Hunt, Hamish 

Macinnes, Paul Nunn, George Band, Joe Brown and Robin 

Smith had followed on from the Alpine Club pioneers from 

the turn of the century who achieved notable successes in 

the Caucasus and Pamirs. But it was the international 

mountaineering camp system that really started to bring the 

barriers clown. The key to successfully visiting any of the 

MOUNTAIN 40 REVIEW 4 



Left: The famous Priut hut, 
the .only one in the 

Caucasus and used in the 
ascent of Elbrus. 

Right: Addala East in the 
Daghestan range of the 

Caucasus , a rarely visited 
region. Far right: The 

excellent Caucasus guide 
from Diadem. 

ex-Soviet countries is to secure an 'official' invitation. 

Without an invitation, the embassy will not issue a visa and 

any trip will fail to get off the ground. The sports 

committee which controls the international mountaineering 

camps automatically issues invitations to any mountaineers 

who apply - hence the great advances through the swathes 

of red tape in 1974. Remarkably few western mountaineers 

took advantage of the international mountaineering camp 

system. Presumably it was the bureaucratic-sounding name 

and system that put them off although many of the horror 

stories were grossly exaggerated and the hiccups were 

often more amusing than irritating. For example, immensely 

fit mountaineers frequently had to subject themselves to 

fitness tests apparently designed for centenarian geriatrics 

hoping to tackle 6,000-metre peaks. 

Since the late 1980s, this Moscow-dictated approach has 

rapidly subsided and though •invitations ' still seem 

essential, former Soviet embassies are much more willing to 

deal with private invitations and trading concerns. As I've 

already indicated there are currently numerous people 

prepared to issue invitations and comprehensive details are 

kept by the British Mountaineering Council who should in 

any case be contacted for the latest situation in this 

constantly changing part of the world. So - we move on to 

the various climbing areas within the massive land space 

formerly known as the USSR. I cannot claim to know 

everywhere intimately, but after three visits I hope I can 

give a brief idea of what's on offer: 

The Caucasus (Kavkaz) 
T111s POLITICALLY TROUBLED RA N GE forms the northern 

boundary of Georgia and stretches from the Black Sea in 

the · east to the- Caspian in the west. Many of the large 

Georgian towns have suffered considerable political 

violence in recent years the climbing is usually approached 

from the north through the town of Mineralnyje Wocly and 

has not been affected by the upheaval. The highest 

mountains are in two distinct areas; the Elbrus area - Elbrus 

(5638m) being the highest peak in Europe and the Berzingy 

area about twenty miles away where a number of peaks 

break the 5,000-metre barrier. The former - which includes 

the beautiful Ushba (4710111) - has proved most popular for 

two reasons. First , Elbrus, as the highest mountain in 

Europe, attracts a lot of attention and second, the Berzingy 

area was closed to foreigners for several years after a fatal 

accident involving an Austrian team in 1984. In fact, to the 

best of my knowledge, no British team has visited the 

Berzingy since John Hunt, George Band et al. in 1960. 

The climbing rates somewhere between western 

European and Himalayan in scale. It should be 

remembered that although the peaks are only in the 5,000-

metre range, there are no cable cars - aside from Elbrus 

and Cheget - and it is usual to take up to five or six clays 

for the round trip from the road and back to complete one 

route. Also, bear in mind that rescue facilities are very 

limited and are likely to consist of stretcher-bearers on foot. 

All in all, the area is perhaps best described as one step up 

from the western Alps , slightly higer and more serious. 

Elbrus is the most accessible peak and any fit person with a 

basic knowledge of mountaineering should be able to 

follow the line of marker wands that lead haphazardly from 

the Priut hut - the only western-style mountain refuge in 

the area - to the summit. Remember though that Elbrus is a 

high and featureless mountain. It is subject to ve1y sudden 

changes in weather and it is very easy to get lost. There 

have been many fatalities. Show respect. 

For those interested in new routes it is worth bearing in 

mind that the area has been very popular with eastern 

Europeans for some time. There is a comprehensive set of 

Russian and East German guidebooks - now supplemented 

by Diadem's excellent British selected climbs translation -

and the area is pretty well worked out. Don't go expecting 

to find any unclimbed Walker spurs. If you are looking for 

an area similar to Zermatt but which feels more 

adventurous and enjoys more solid rock, then the Caucasus 

is the place to go. 

Bibliography: 
The Caucasus is the best-known and most widely travelled range by Westerners 
in the former Soviet Union and exploration there has a considerable history. On 
the Edge of Europe, an anthology of British writing of exploration there in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries edited by Audrey Salkeld and Jose Bermudes, 
is published by Hodder & Stoughton this autumn at £16.99. Already published is 
Diadem's selective guidebook which has drawn considerable praise. Classic 
Climbs in the Caucasus by Friedrich Bender is widely available and costs £14.99. 
West Col has recently published a map to the Elbrus area costing £12.95. Other 
articles on this area include: 
A Dream of Ushba by Paul Nunn, Mountain 16, pp25-7. Details of the first ascent 
of the north face of Pik Shchurovsky (4259m). 
Ushba: From Russia with Love by Mick Fowler, Mountain 114, pp2O-5. Includes 
a good map of the central Caucasus region. 
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Top left: On the summit 
ridge of Pik 
Korzhenevskaya (7105m) in 
the Pamirs, first climbed in 
1953, first British ascent in 
1992 by Mark Miller. 
Above: 20th October Peak 
from the Ak-kem Glacier. 
Top right: The view from 
Camp Ill on Pik Lenin 
(7134m) . 
Middle right: En route to 
the Pamirs. 
Bottom right: The Achat 
Sauna in the Ak-su region . 

The Altai 
THE ALTAI MOUNTAINS are well east of the Caucasus in 

southern Siberia, straddling the Kazakh-Chinese-Mongolian

Siberian border. Access is usually by flying from Moscow to 

Barnaul and then by light aircraft to the small town of Ust 

Koksa. From here two days walk - or, more usually, a short 

helicopter trip - take one up into the mountains. This area 

is much less frequented than the Caucasus and the potential 

for new routes is considerably greater. With the highest 

mountains being around 4,300 metres and the snow and ice 

level at 2,500 metres , the scale of the climbing is very 

similar to the western Alps . However, this is much more of 

a 'wilderness ' area. The only permanent building at the 

usual climbers' base camp of Akkem Lake is a sauna. This 

says a lot about Soviet priorities. Tents and food, all 

organised for you, have to be brought in from Ust Koksa. 

Nevertheless the Akkem area is popular with walkers and 

the normal route on Bieluka (4506m), the highest mountain 

in the area and a four-day return trip from Akkem Lake, is 

frequently climbed. 

Away from Akkem Lake , climbers are few and far 

between and I know of no Westerners who have based 

themselves anywhere other than Akkem. Perhaps this is 

because there is arguably no need to. The major peaks at 
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the head of the Bieluka Glacier above Akkem provide 

excellent climbs still with the chance of an odd unclimbed 

gem. Certainly, in 1988, the steepest section of the north 

face of Delone (4200m) and the majestic spurs on the 

Bieluka side of the wonderfully named Peak to 

Commemorate the Twentieth Anniversary of the Glorious 

Revolution Peak (4200m) were still unclimbed. Away to the 

south, towards the Mongolian border, more spectacular 

snow-clad peaks beckon with , according to the locals, 

much exploration to be done. 

The weather is variable but good settled spells of at least 

a few days can usually be relied upon in a three week stay. 

In summer the temperatures are very similar to the western 

Alps. In winter steer clear unless you operate well in -40°C. 

Finally, I should say aside from climbing and trekking the 

area is popular with white-water rafting teams and 

apparently even has some quite good caving and rock 

climbing. 

Pamirs 
A LARGE AREA with some big mountains close to the Tadzhik

Afghan border and gained by the usual combination of 

plane, followed by truck, bus or helicopter. Although the 

ex-USSR's highest peaks are here and boast many high-
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standard technical climbs, the area seems to have a 

reputation solely for long, high-altitude plods. This is 

undoubtedly because of Soviet climbers' predilection for 

ticking the 7,000ers by the easiest lines. The result is that 

Pik Evgena Korzhenevskaya (7105m) , Pik Lenin (7134m) 

and Pik Kommunisma (7495m) have become by far the 

most frequented 7,000-metre peaks in the world and the 

area in general has become very popular. Recent years 

have even seen western trekking and guiding agencies 

taking clients up Lenin. Aside from the voies normales 

though, there are big technical routes of Himalayan 

proportions here and away from the popular base camps 

many possibilities remain. The table published with this 

article illustrates some of the achievements on these big 

mountains. There are less sizeable challenges in the Pamirs 

too, espcially in the Asan region where the fabled Ak-su 

and other impressive rock peaks reside. 

soviet factfile 
This is a purely illustrative table of some of the principal post-war achievements in the Pamirs and Tien Shan. The difficulty in 
compiling such a list illustrates the lack of exposure Soviet climbers have received and there remains much variation in Western 
sources which will only be rectified gradually. See Leonid Zamiatnin's article for Russian achievements in the Himlaya. 

Vear Ran e Mountain Hei ht Climbers Comments 
1953 Pamir Pik Evgenia 

Korzhenevskaya 7105m A. Ugarov et al First ascent 

1954 Pamir Pik Revoljinzii 6974m First ascent 

1956 Tien Shan Pik Pobeda 7439m V. Abalakov et al First ascent 

1957 Karakoram Broad Peak 8047m H. Buhl et al First ascent 

1958 Pamir Pik Pobeda 7439m I. Verokhin et al Traverse from east 

1959 Pamir Pik Voroshilov 6665m . V. Abalakov et al First ascent 

1960 Pamir Pik Lenin 7134m 200 climbers reported reaching summit 

1962 Pamir PikGarmo 6595m Anglo-Soviet expedition Robin Smith and Wilfrid Noyce killed descending 

Pamir Pik Revolijinzii 6974m L. Myshlayev et al North face. The first big face climb to done in the Pamir. 

1963 Pamir Pik Engels 6510m W. Nekrasow et al First ascent involving difficult rock climbing 

1964 Tien Shan Khan Tengri 6995m B. Romanow et al South-west face and Marble ridge, four camps 

1965 Tien Shan Pik Mramornaja-Stena 8.000-foot north face first ascent 

Pamir Pik Kommakademiya 6439m V. Pyankov et al 6,000-foot south face first ascent 

1967 Pamir Pik Lenin 7134m R. Hoya et al East face first ascent - 5oth anniversary of the Revolution 

Tien Shan Pik Pobeda 7439m V. Riazanov First full traverse 

1968 Pamir Pik Kommunisma 7495m E. Ovtchinnikov et al Nine-day first ascent of 8,000-foot south-west wall 

1971 Pamir Pik Communisma 7495m Eight-day ascent of 6,500-foot north spur and then west ridge to 

summit. Several first ascents elsewhere including a 

fifteen-day, nine-mile traverse over 20,000ft. 

Tien Shan Pik Maxim Gorki 6050m V. Kotschetov et al South-south-west face first ascent followed by nine-mile traverse 

over 22 days in bad weather finishing on the summit of Khan Tengri 

Pamir Pik Engels 6510m G. Chupovkin North-east face 

1972 Pamir Pik Kommakademiya 6439m Soviet Army Nine-day ascent of south-west face followed by 

seven-day traverse to Pik Garmo 

1973 Pamir Pik Kommunisma 7495m R. Kowalewski et al West face first ascent 

1974 Tien Shan Khan Tengri 6995m E. Myslovsky / B. Studeni Two new routes on north face 

1975 Tien Shan Khan Tengri 6995m I. Grebenshikov et al South ridge first ascent 

Pamir Pik Kommunisma 7495m A. Putintsev Traverse to Korzhenevskaya 

1976 Tien Shan Pik Svobodnaya Korea 4740m H. Barber North face solo first ascent. Other first ascents by George Lowe 

and other team members - see AAJ 1977. 

1978 Himalaya Everest 8848m R. Messner/ P. Habeler First ascent without bottled oxygen. 

Pamir Pik Oschanin 6217m J. Raconcaj et al First ascent on 6,000-foot north-east face. 

1979 Pamir Pik Kommunisma 7495m Moscow team complete much attempted SW face of Kommunisma's 

west shoulder (7482m) using 164 pegs and 23 ice pegs. 

1980 Pamir Pik Kommunisma 7495m K. Valiyev et al South-west wall 

1982 Himalaya Everest 8848m V. Balyberin et al New route on south-west face - 1st Soviet Himalayan expedition. 

Tien Shan Khan Tengri 6995m V. Svidrenko SW buttress and Marble ridge graded Russian 6a - very hard! 

Pamir Pik Pobeda 7439m V. Smirnov North face 

1986 Pamir Pik Kommunisma 7495m V. Balyberdin et al First winter ascent 

Pamir Pik Evgenia 

Korzhenevskaya 7105m L. Troshchinienko et al First winter ascent. 

1988 Tien Shan Pik Pobeda 7439m Traverse over seven days and fourteen miles made by 26 climbers. 

1990 Tien Shan Pik Pobeda 7439m V. Khrischaty First winter ascent 

Tien Shan Pik Pobeda 7439m V. Khrischaty First traverse to Khan Tengri 
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Bibliography: 
USA-USSR Pamirs 1974 Expedition by John 
Roskelly et al, American Alpine Journal 1975, 
pp68-80. Includes an account of the death of eight 
members of a women's team high on Pik Lenin. 
North-east Face of Pik Oschanin (6325m) by Josef 
Raconcaj, Mountain 65, pp28-9. Extreme climbing 
on this 6,000-foot face. 
The South Wall of Peak Communism by Zdislav 
Drlik, Mountain 83, pp32-3. Account of the first 
ascent of Kommunisma's 10,000-foot wall. 
Ak-su Adventure by Sibylle Hechtel, Mountain 
122, pp32-7. This Seattle team were perhaps the 
first Westerners to climb in this region and also in 
the Fansky mountains. 
Back in the USSR by Mick Fowler, Mountain 136, 
pp32-7. Climbing on Ak-su in the Asan region. 
Asan Acquiaintance by Brian Swales, Mountain 
137, pp26-31. An introduction to the Asan region 
with a useful map. 
Perestroika Carpet Ride by Marc Francis Twight, 
Mountain 141, pp20-5. 

Right: The beautiful north 
face of Ak-su in the Asan 

region illustrating the 
quality of the climbing in 

this area. With only a 
handful of visits by 

Westerners , it offers much 
scope for exploration. 

Tien Shan 
Sov1ET RHETORIC has not shied away from extolling the 

virtues of this range, describing Khan Tengri (6995m) as the 

most beautiful mountain in the world and Pik Pobeda 

(7439m) as the most northerly 7,000-metre peak in the 

world. The latter is certainly true - although it is also a 

notoriously dangerous peak - and the former is definitely a 

strong contender. 

This area straddles the Chinese border and has been 

politically sensitive at various times in the past. Today 

though with fairly neutral Sino-Russian relations, free access 

if grantee! and the area has become popular with Russian 

and western climbers. The mountains are of a Himalayan 

scale and although Pik Pobeda is the highest there are 

mainly smaller but equally cha llenging objectives. This 

again is an area where much effort is concentrated on only 

a few mountains whereas several excellent objectives 

remain unclimbed. These tend to be rather difficult to get to 

and if cheap helicopter transport is not available, several 

clays effort form the usual base camps will be necessary in 

order to reach the climbing, for example the Chinese spur 

on Topographer's Peak. 

The usual base camps on the south Inylichek are ve1y 

popular and can tend to be rather squalid. They are fairly 

high - around 4,000 metres - and can be rather bleak. All 

things consiclerec.l, this area tends to be for climbing rather 

than mellowing out at base camp. 

Bi bliography: 
With the Soviets in the Tien Shan by Christopher A.G. Jones, American Alpine 
Journal 1977, pp45-8. 
Going Russian by Paul Knott and Ade Miller, Mountain 143, pp36-41. Covers 
central Tien Shan and Kirgiz ranges. 
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Fansky Mountains 
FORTY ~JILES EAST of the gloriously historic town of 

Samarkand is the Fansky range. This area offers excellent 

medium-grade alpine-style routes - see picture above - on 

peaks up to 5,200 metres. Chimtarga and Energya Peak are 

the two highest and best-known mountains with classic 

routes in the AD category. The range seems to have had 

very few Western visits - see MoRe 1 for a report on a visit 

by Doug Scott - but does not appear to be brimming with 

unclimbed Walkers spurs. The area was also visited by the 

George Lowe team of 1976 and in the 1980s by a team 

from Seattle. 

Bibliography: 
Ak-su Adventure by Sibylle Hechtel, Mountain 122, pp32-7. This Seattle team 
were perhaps the first Westerners to climb in the Fansky mountains. 

The Ala Archa 
Jt·sT TO TIIE SOL'TII of the modern town of Bischkek 

bounding the southern edge of the great central Asian 

plains is the Ala Archa region of the Kirgiz range. The 

peaks here rise to about 4,500 metres - the highest is 

Simyonov Tien Shanski at 4,875 metres - and are glaciated 

clown to about 3,000 metres; pictured right is the well

known north face of Free Korea Peak. The scale and style 

of the climbing is therefore similar to the western Alps. 

Being close to large centres of population it is very popular 

with local climbers and has several alpine-style huts which 

are very busy at the weekend. In climbing terms many hard 

technical climbs have been clone and the possibilities for 

exploration are limited. However, the area is accessible, has 

some excellent climbing and is suitable for a short visit. 

George Lowe visited this area in 1976 with other Americans 

and their Russian hosts climbing the west pillar of Korona 

(4860111) 

Other Ranges 
MLCI I SPORT IS TO BE I IAD in the (even) less frequented far

flung corners of the remains of the Soviet empire. 

Kamchatka to the far east throws a finger of land 

southwards into the Pacific and is an area of live volcanoes 

and spectacular scenery. Few Western climbers have been 

active there - Pat Morrow is one - but Soviet climbers 

speak highly of the area and for those with exploration 

rather than hard technical climbing in mind it is clearly 

worth a visit. The northern expanses have their fair share of 

excitement on offer, from the rolling hills north of 

Murmansk - excellent ski-touring - to the daunting 

radioactive landscape of Nova ya Zemla. 

There is so much to mention that an article like this can 

only offer pointers according to personal preference and as 

barriers continue to fall there may be no better time to get 

up and go for it. For those without the time but with the 

money to let others do the organising, Out There Trekking 

(0742 588508 in the UK, (510) 841 6324 in the USA) , 

Himalayan Kingdoms (0272 237163) and Karakoram 

Experience (07687-73966) all organise trips to most of the 

areas outlined above. Alpindustriya in Moscow organises 

treks and offer information: Call +095 3673183 or fax +095 

2926511. ■ 

Mick Fowler is generally recognised as being among the 

foremost climbers of his generation with first ascents rauging 

.fi'om bold rock climbs 011 British sea cliffs to long mixed routes 

in the Karakoram. He is also a Contributing Editor to 

Mountain Review and works/or the Inland Revenue. 

-
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arecom1n 

R ussians first approached the Himalaya -

from the point of view of mountaineering -

in October 1958 when Evgeny Beletski and 

two other Soviet climbers visited Tibet with 

Chinese climbers to research the route to 

Everest from the north. They reached 6,900 metres on the 

main Rongbuk Glacier but the full Sino-Soviet expedition 

planned for the following year - pre-monsoon 1959 - did 

not take place for political reasons. The Russian exped ition 

led by Pawel Dachnolian wh ich allegedly tried Everest from 

the north in 1952 and ended in the loss of six climbers 

never acwa lly happened. (Editor's note: This was reported 

did so without oxygen. 

In 1988 two Soviet climbers - Kazbek Valiev and Yu. 

Moiseev from Almaty in Kazakhstan - took part in the 

Italian-Czech expedition to Dhaulagiri (8167m). On October 

6th Valiev and Moiseev and the Czech Z. Demian reached 

the summit after climbing the south-west ridge alpine-style 

and without oxygen. 

The second - and final - national Soviet Himalayan 

expedition took place the fo ll owing yea r. This time the 

target was Kangchenjunga. Eduard Myslovsky led a team of 

27 climbers. Five high-altitude camps were established, the 

top one at an altitude of 8,300 metres. From April 9th to 

in The Times and several European 

climbing journals at the time.) Both 

the names of the participants and the 

sad result of the expedition was an 

invention on the part of some not 

very honest journalists and I believe 

that politics had a part to play in this 

as well. 

miUail turkevich 

In fact it took the Soviet Union 

almost a quarter of a centu1y to raise 

enough money to organise their first 

Himalayan expedition - to Everest's 

south-west face in 1982. It was led by 

Dr Evgeny Tamm and took a line to 

the left of the British 1975 route. Five 

high-altitude camps were placed with 

the top one at around 8,500 metres 

and after overcoming the rock band, 

eleven climbers reached the summit 

between May 4th and May 9th. 

Vladimir Balyberdin - one of the first 

two Russians to reach the summit -

A former geo-physicist, Turkevich -
born in 1953 - lives in the Ukrainian city 
of Donetsk. A physically strong man 
with immense will-power and tenacity, 
he is also artistic and intelligent. In 
1980 he climbed the hardest route on 
Chatyn (4363m) in the Caucasus in 
only sixteen hours where most climbers 
take five days. However, his interest in 
mountain climbing didn 't really fully 
develop until he took part - as the 
youngest member at 28 - in the 1982 
Everest expedition. Throughout the 
1980s he climbed in the Caucasus and 
Pamirs including Pik Communism in 
winter in 1986 and Ushba Yuzhnaia 
(471 Om) in 1986. He was part of the 
highly successful Kangchenjunga trip in 
1989 and would have reached the 
summit of Lhotse - he reached 8,300 
metres on the south face - in 1990 if he 
hadn't been required to help the first 
summit team descend. 

Russian mountaineer and writer Leonid Zamiatnin outlines the 
dramatic emergence of Soviet Himalayan climbing and profiles a 
few of the leading exponents of high-altitude mountaineering. 



May 3rd all four summits of the Kangchenjunga massif -

Yalung Kang (8505m), Main (8586m) Middle (8482m) and 

South (8476m) - were climbed by two groups of five men 

each. All expedition members and one Sherpa reached the 

summit of Kangch enjunga an d five new routes were 

variously climbed. While the expedition made wide use of 

oxygen , sixteen climbs above 8,000 metres were made, 

including three by Valeri Khrischaty. 

In the spring of 1990, eight Soviet climbers took part in a 

joint Sino-Soviet-American expedition to Everest. Led by Jim 

Whittaker, the expedition climbed to the north-east ridge 

from the north col. Seven high-altitude camps were set up, 

the top one being at 8,670 metres. Twenty climbers reached 

the summit between May 7th and 10th, including eight 

Soviets, seven Chinese and five Americans, five of whom -

four Russians and one American - did not use bottled 

oxygen . The summiteers included two women, Gui San 

from China and Yekaterina Ivanov from the Soviet Union -

the first Russian woman to climb the world's highest 

mountain. 

period of 1990 by Soviet mountaineers was made by a 

trades union team led by A. Shevchenko to the south face 

of Lhotse (8516m). The seventeen-strong group established 

seven camps, the highest at 8,350 metres and in very 

difficult weather conditions they climbed their line. The 

summit was reached on October 16th by Sergie Bershov 

and Vladimir Korotaev. The latter was severely frost-bitten. 

(Editor's note: This was the second ascent of the south face 

of Lhotse although the Russians took a different route to 

first ascensionist Torno Cesen. Interestingly, Christophe 

Profit and Pierre Beghin also attempted the face in this 

post-monsoon period, abandoning their effort at around 

7,600 metres due to bad weather.) 

Other efforts in the autumn of 1990 were less successful. 

Everest was climbed again that year by a Russian via the 

south col. Alexei Krasnokutsky also had the distinction of 

being part of the second husband and wife team to reach 

the top moments after the Slovenian couple of Maria and 

Andrej Stremfelj. The real achievement in the post-monsoon 

A team from Leningrad led by A. Glushkovsky attempted 

Cho Oyu (8201m) via its south-west face bu t they 

abandoned their attempt after storms destroyed their 

camps. On Manaslu, a Kazakh team met with disaster at 

7,400 metres on the east face when Z. Kh alitov , G. 

Luniakov and M. Galiyev fell to their deaths. These were 

the first Soviet climbers to die in the Himalaya. 

In the same post-monsoon period of 1990 - Soviet 

climbers were active on five of the fourteen 8,000ers in this 

season - the Lithuanian Dainus Makauskas disappeared 

while descending from the summit of Dhaulagiri after an 

sergei arsenliev------ -~ 
Born in 1958 and currently living in St 
Petersburg with his wife and daughter, 
Arsentiev was formerly a radio 
technician but now works as a 
mountain guide. A strong advocate of 
alpine-style methods, his character is 
that of a leader - communicative, well
mannered and composed with a great 
deal of influence over his 
contemporaries. He enjoys speed 
climbing and in preparing for the 
Kangchenjunga expedition he did six 
7,000-metre climbs in the Tjan Shan, 
climbing Khan Tengri in fourteen hours 
and returning in eight. His hard climbs 
in the former Soviet Union include the 
Troshinenko route on Ak-su and the 
first winter ascent of the north face of 
Krumkol (4676m). He did a first winter 
ascent of Korshenevskaya (7105m) in 
the Pamirs. His Himalayan record 
includes: 
- Kangchenjunga without oxygen in 
1989 
- Everest without oxygen in 1990 as 
part of the Sino-Soviet-American 
expedition 
- an unsuccessful attempt on Cho Oyu 
in 1990 
- Annapurna via the Dutch route on an 
expedition with three members 
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alpine-style ascent of the north-east ridge. 

The following year was luckier. V. 

Shumikhin led a Ukrainian expedition to 

Manaslu which put three of its thirteen 

members on the summit from the south t 
alpine style after abandoning an attempt ~ 

on the east face from which the Kazakh 

climbers had fallen the year before. 

Kazakh climbers climbed a new route on 

Dhaulagiri's west face in the same period 

with Moiseev and Khrischaty leading two 

teams of five climbers to the summit on 

May 10th and 13th. Finally in the pre

monsoon period, ten Ukrainians climbed 

Nanda Devi's eastern summit from the 

south. Cho Oyu - which had offered stiff 

resistance the year before was climbed in 

the autumn by a Soviet-Bulgarian team 

lead by V. Skripko who was one of five 

team members to reach the summit. Also 

in the post-monsoon season Anatoly 

Bukreev and Valery Balyberdin climbed 

Everest without oxygen after an attempt at 

a speed climb was abandoned due to bad · 

weather. Bukreev is a speed-cl imbing 

specialist, and in 1987 climbed_ from 6,700 

to 7,400 metres in the Pamir in only an 

hour and 25 minutes. 

The post-monsoon season of 1991 in 



anatoly ~ukreev 
Currently living in Almaty, the capital of 
Kazakhstan, Bukreev was born in 1958 
and works as a ski-instructor. He is an 
immensely strong individual and holds 
a number of speed climbing records. 
One of them was set in 1990 when he 
climbed from 4,000 metres to the east 
summit of Elbrus (5621 m) in only one 
hour 40 minutes. In the summer of 
1987 while participating in the second 
stage of the recruiting operation for 
Kangchenjunga he climbed from 6,700 
to 7,400 metres in just one hour and 25 
minutes. In 1990 he cl imbed Denal i 
twice, first by its east face and then by 
its west in only ten and a half hours. A 
gregarious and practical individual , he 
has proved extremely tenacious in 
achieving his goals. His Himalayan 
record includes: 
- participated in the traverse of 
Kangchenjunga in 1989 
- climbed the west face of Dhaulagiri 
on 1991 

Batard's speed climbing record on 
Everest but climbed the south-east 
ridge without oxygen in 1991 

always been money - or, rather, the lack 

if it. Airfares went up steeply in 1992 and 

the general economic situation in the CIS - abandoned attempt to break Marc - climbed K2 in 1993 via Abruzzi. 

Nepal was a rich period in Soviet climbing as teams 

succeeded on Cho Oyu and Annapurna I (8091m). The 

former was climbed via its east ridge - for the first time -

by a national Russian team which put five climbers on the 

summit. Sadly, Y. Grebenuk was struck by stonefall and 

killed while descending fixed ropes. On Annapurna, two 

Russians, S. Arsentiev and N. Cherny climbed the Dutch 

route in alpine style and another team repeated the British 

1970 route. 

Six Soviet expedition were in the field in 1991 all on 

8,000-metre peaks and all were successful. The much

respected chronicler Elizabeth Hawley described 1991 as 

'the year of the Russians'. 

The main problem facing Soviet mountaineers has 

deteriorated markedly. Joint expeditions 

with wealthy Western partners became our only route to 

the Himalaya and the overall numbers of climbers coming 

from the CIS went down sharply. A Russian-German 

expedition put five climbers - all from the city of 

Krasnoyarsk - on the summit of Dhaulagiri in the spring of 

1992 and a Russian expedition also went to Everest putting 

seven climbers on the summit by the south-east ridge. One 

of these was the explorer Fedor Koniukhov - Everest was 

his first mountain. He has also reached the North Pole and 

sailed round the world non-stop. 

Later that year a Russian-American trip to K2 (8611m) 

led by Valery Balyberdin put six members on the summit 

via the Abruzzi ridge including Balyberdin himself. The 

other successful former-Soviet climbers were the Ukrainian 

G. Kopeika from the city of Kharkiv and 

A. Nikiforov from St Petersburg who 

partnered the French climber Chantal z 

Mauduit who had stayed on after her ~ 
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compatriots returned home. Balyberdin 

thus became the sixth climber in the 

world to have reached the three highest 

summits on the planet. 

The autumn of 1992 saw a remarkable 

cooperat ive effort between Russians , 

Byelorussians and Georgians on Shisha 

Pangma when ten climbers reached the 

summit including the leader N. Cherny 

who did so without recourse to bottled 

oxygen. 

As of May 1st 1993 - and with 

Balyberdin back on K2 and another 

8 
z z 
!;; 

~ 



expedition active on Everest this may well 

have changed by now - 88 climbers from 

th e form e r Sov ie t Union have c limbed 

8,000-metre peaks. Eight have three to 

the ir credit, twelve men have two and 68 

one. IL is worth noting that Balyberdin has 

climbed Everest twice by different routes 

and Yu. Moiseev has climbed Dhaulagiri 

by different ro utes . Five of o ur climbers 

have died in the Himalaya . 

sergi ~ershov-------~ 
Bershov, a shy but kindly man born in 
1947, lives in the city of Kharkiv in the 
Ukraine. Married with two children , he 
was formerly a workman but is now a 
professional climber. He currently does 
a lot of rock climbing at which he is very 
successful as a former Soviet champion 

but he is also a highly accomplished 
alpinist with a wide range of 
experience, some of it in the West. He 
climbed difficult routes on the Badile 
and Grand Capucin in 1972 and the 
Salathe on El Capitan in 1975 as well 
as climbing technical alpine routes in 
the Caucasus and Pamir. Bershov was 
not keen on high-altitude climbing until 
he went to Everest in 1982, reaching 
the summit at night. His other 
Himalayan climbs include: Two wo me n are a m o n g those tha t 

have climbed 8,000-metre peaks. One of 

th em, Ye kate rin a Ivanova fro m Irkutsk, 

was th e tenth wo man to climb Everest 

and she has also climbed Shisha Pangma. 

The re a re c urre ntl y abo ut 70 s trong 

climbers in the former Soviet Union who 

a re capabl e o f tac kling a n y o f th e 

Him a la ya n c limbin g p ro bl e ms. 

Unfortunately the biggest obstacle we face 

is m o ney . No t everybo d y can find 

sponsors. 

- Kangchenjunga in 1989 as team 
leader when he reached the mountain's 

five peaks 
- Lhotse in 1991 as part of the south 
face expedition when he summitted 
with Vladimir Korotaev 
- participated in the Ukrainian 
expedition to Manaslu 
Bershov has written two books , Going 
Vertical (Kiev 1985) and Let The 
Avalanches Pass You By (Kiev, 1992). 

AUTHO R'S NOTE: To the West we a re still Ru ss ians -

irres pecti ve o f w he th e r we a re Ru ss ian , Ukra inian o r 

Kazakh - but how do we view ourselves? Are we Soviets? 

Clea rl y, the Soviet Union does not exist any more. Are we 

citi ze ns o f the Commo nwea lth o f Inde pe nde nt Sta tes? 

Pe rhaps, ye t we still cl imb with people from Georgia - a 

republic that is no t part of the CIS - and o ur Lithuanian 

friend Dainus Ma kauskas (killed in 1990 while descending 

Dhaulagiri) was still o ur friend even though Lithuania is not 

a part o f the CIS e ithe r. And w hat of th e we ll-known 

Kaza kh cl imbers? Va le ry Khrischaty, Anato ly Bukreev and 

Yu. Moiseev are Russians, V. Suviga is a Byelorussian and 

R. Khaibullin is a Ta rtar. All of them live in Almaty, the 

capita l of Kaza khstan, and c lim b under th e fl ag of their 

valery khrischaty------~ 

Born in 1951 and killed this year by a 
serac fall on Khan Tengri , Khrischaty 
was one of the strongest climbers in the 
world. Married with two sons , he lived in 

Almaty, the capital of Kazakhstan. A 

9trong advocate for alpine-style climbs 
without bottled oxygen , he was always 
ready to take on new and harder 
challenges. He was unsurpassed as a 
winter climber in Russia, making the 
first winter ascent of Communism 
(7495m) in 1986, the first such ascent 
of a 7,000-metre peak in the Pamir or 
Tian Shan. In 1988 he climbed Lenin in 
winter as well, in 1990 he made a 
winter ascent of the Peak of Victory 
(7,439m) in the central Tian Shan and 

in 1992 he made the first winter ascent 
of Khan Tengri (6995m). In all , he made 
over 40 ascents of 7,000-metre peaks 
and climbed Everest in 1982 and 
Kangchenjunga in 1989. He was 
equally happy climbing lightweight, 
succeeding on Dhaulagiri in 1991 
without oxygen. In 1992 he returned to 
Everest as part of a Japanese-Kazakh 
expedition where he discovered the 
body of Peter Boardman. An obituary 
appears in Out There. 
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yo ung co untry. Th e Ru ss ia n Se rge i 

B·e rshov li ves in the Ukra inian c ity o f 

Kharkiv and I could cite other illustra tions. 

The situatio n is fa r from straightforward. 

Yet we should not dwell on such po litica l 

considerations. Mounta ineers have always 

stood for friendship and co-operation and 

have come to each other's aid irrespective 

of nationality. So when I say Russian T do 

not illle nd to offend any representati ves of 

the multi -n a ti o n a l and lo ng-s uffe rin g 

former Soviet Union. I just cannot find any 

o ther word to unite us all. 

SUMMARY: An o utline o f the sw ift 

p rog ress mad e by Hima laya n c limbe rs 

fro m the form e r Sovie t Unio n who h:ive 

seen success o n th e majo rity o f 8,000-

metre peaks in o nly e leven yea rs of effo rt. 

While some of the ir expeditions have used 

o utdated tactics, a significant number of 

th ei r climbs have been ac hieved a lpine 

style without oxygen . ■ 



Left: Kush-kaya in the 
Crimea . There are a 
number of crags of this 
quality that enjoy a climate 
similar to the 
Mediterranean. 

Crimea 
TH E CRIMEA IS THE MOST POPULAR rock climbing area in the 

former Soviet Union and is composed entirely o f limestone. 

There is a good mix o f climbing w ith bouldering, sport 

climbing and more traditional climbing. The latter usually 

takes place on the larger crags which average seven pitches 

and a couple o f routes are twelve pitches . Many o f the 

longer routes are p rotected by a few bolts and pegs but a 

large number o f w ires are very useful. A lot o f the bigger 

routes still have sm all sections o f aid climbing and some 

have several pitches of aid which have yet to be freed. 

The grading o f climbs is French for the sport routes and 

these are usually painted on at the base of 

yuri lisovoi --------~ the cliff. The long routes are described in 

English and Ru ss ian in the guidebook 

Rocks near tbe Sea w hich was published 
Lisovoi is a 29-year-old physical fitness 
coach from Irkutsk in Siberia. He is a 
strong climber who is very precise in 
both his climbing and his mannerisms. 
He has an impish sense of humour and 
when we first met him in Krasnoyarsk 
he proceeded to drink the half bottle of 
whisky we gave him as a present, do · 
an enormous number of pull-ups and 
then pass out. His friends put him in a 
hot bath for several hours to sober him 
up for the next day's selection 
competition for the Russian team. In the 
competition - still far from sober - he 
went on to outclass his rivals. 
He has competed extensively in the 
former USSR and in many European 
countries. During his visit to Britain he 

took time off from selling gear at 
Stanage to solo Flying Buttress 
Overhang (HVS) to keep warm. He 
climbed in the Llanbeirs Pass, on 
Llanberis slate and throughout the Peak 
District - which he described as 
'children 's climbing'. 
He says the Russian climbing scene is 
still dominated by mountaineers with a 
handful of sport climbers and 
professional climbers. He was 
impressed by British climbing 'because 
all kinds of people take part from Ben 
Moon to fat old men and children'. He 
describes the traditional ethic as 
'interesting because the routes take 
longer to climb; it makes a nice change 
but only during rest days from training '. 

l as t yea r in Sevas to p o l and i s now 

ava ilable from Cordee in Britain . A more 

comprehensive book is planned for early 

1994. The grading is on a sca le of I-VI, 

w ith each pitch given an individual grade 

and the route given the average of all the 

pitches. The highest grade of VI is open

ended and seems to start at English 5c/6a 

or 5. 10d . The aid pitches are given the 

usual Al -A4 grades. 

The area we v isited was the south

western coast o f the Crimea. For about 80 

miles the coast is dominated by scores of 

crags in excess o f 700 f ee t in height 

alm os t all o f w hich ar e ve ry und er-

Julie Sellars and Matt Strickland outline two popular rock 
climbing areas in the former Soviet Union and profile two of the 
current experts who recently visited Britain. 





developed by British standards. At or near 

the base of these crags there are usually 

training crags, sport routes and 

bouldering. 

The climate is a little hotter than the 

Mediterranean with year-round climbing. 

The best times are spring and late summer 

or early autumn. The Black Sea is never 

more than fifteen minutes from the base 

of the crag and is 25°C in September. The 

most unusual feature there is a free

standing fin of rock 150 metres high called 

Parus (the sail) , the south face of which 

consists of two smooth hanging slabs, the 

first being undercut a t the base. We 

climbed a four-pitch route ca lled the 

Mirror (E3/ 4 6a, Sa, 6a, 4c) which began 

with a steep first pitch and then followed 

an increasingly steep slab. The route is 

one of the best in the area. 

We spent three weeks in the Crimea 

where the climbers were incredibly 

friendly and very keen to climb with 

fore igners and practise speaking English. 

Stolbi 

yura krugalow 
At 21 years of age, Krugalow is the 
youngest mountain guide in the Crimea 
and a member of the Sevastapol 
mountain rescue team. He is a strong 
and pugnacious rock climber who is 
also an accomplished mountaineer with 
many ascents to his credit in the 
Caucasus. He designs and makes his 
own equipment and intends to pursue 
this as a future _career. He suggests that 
there are as few as 30 climbers in the 
Crimea - although many visit from other 
areas - and explains that leading on 
hard bolted routes only began in 1988 
with the visit of some French climbers. 
Before then such routes were top-roped. 
He is generally impressed with British 
climbing, saying: 
'I think it is good that many of them 
prefer to climb without bolts. Many 
Russian climbers only top-rope or climb 
sport routes not through! lack of 
equipment but through lack of 
experience. I think the ethics are better 
in Britain than in the Crimea where there 
are some bolts that aren't necessary.' 

Two AND A HALF DA vs FROM Moscow on the trans-Siberian 

railway is the central Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk. Last 

summer our group of five climbers from North Wales and a 

similar number of Russian hosts stumbled from the train a 

little the worse for several bottles of Vodka and headed for 

the Stolbi national park. The park covers 40,000 square 

kilometres and has been protected for 60 years. More to the 

point - for the climber - are the 200-odd granite towers 

that stud the area. 

The climbing on these pillars is an unusual mix of sport 

climbing and scary soloing with routes of up to 150 metres 

bolted and - as outdoor competitions are the norm in Russia 

- occasionally chipped. It seemed that many of the natural 

lines were not climbed often, perhaps because Russian 

climbers do not have sufficient funds for much gear. We did 

see the 'Stolbists ', local climbers wearing ga loshes - not 

having proper rockboots - soloing routes up to a very hard 

and scary standard. There have, apparently, been a great 

number of fatalities over the years among tl1ese climbers. 

Being a national park there are almost no buildings in it, 

but there are three climber's huts, two of which are built on 

the tops of the pillars and one requires walking along a 

plank suspended 50 metres from the ground. At the same 

hut there is a steel tightrope between two summits which 

the locals walk along without a pole but clipped into the 

wire with a sling and a karabiner. This they call 'Russian 

suicide'. ■ 
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C olin Fletcher Kirkus was reported missing -

presumed killed - after a bombing raid on 

Bremen, Germany, in September 1942. He 

was 32 and his death brought to an end a 

remarkable climbing career. Three years 

earlier his brother Nigel was lost on another raid and, in 

spite of his right eye which had been permanently 

misaligned by a climbing accident, Colin had resolved to 

join the RAF to avenge his brother's death. By memorising 

the test card as he waited in the queue for the eyesight test 

he was accepted as a bomb-aimer. It was to be his proud 

boast that he never missed his target. 

was already an experienced alpinist, had climbed 

successfully in the Himalaya, and was regarded as possibly 

the greatest cl imber of his generation. His partner, Maurice 

Linnell , two years his senior, rivalled Kirkus as a climber. 

Over the proceeding two years they had forged a 

partnership that was pushing forward the frontiers of rock 

climbing. But on that fatefu l Saturday Linnell was killed. 

Kirkus lost his appetite for severe climbing and was never to 

fulfil his huge potential. 

The accident which had done such damage to Kirkus's 

eye happened on the Castle buttress of Carn Dearg, Ben 

Nevis, on Easter Saturday 1934. Then aged just 23, Kirkus 

Just one year before the accident, Linnell had written an 

article called Falling from Rock, which was published in the 

Manchester University Climbing Club Journal. On preventing 

serious accidents he wrote, 'the first consideration is the 

choice of party, and the route to be followed. The only 

danger likely to beset those who climb together regularly is 

maurice linnell 

Maurice Linnell was born in 1908 in 
Stockport, the son of a solicitor. When 
he was ten the family moved to 
Skelsmergh near Kendal , where he 
came under the spell of the Lakeland 
hills. During his years at Stramongate 
School he became a keen hill walker 
and at eighteen began his career as a 
rock climber, founding a climbing club 
at the school just before he left to study 
chemistry at Manchester University. In 
1927 Wilson Hey founded the 
university's climbing club with Linnell as 
its first treasurer. For the next six years 
he was the leading spirit of the club, 
also joining the Rucksack Club in 1927. 
In the late 1920s with Alan Hargreaves, 
Herbert Hartley and Roy Horseman, 
Linnell altered the face of gritstone 
climbing, putting up numerous new 
routes on Widdop, Laddow and 
Stanage. He pioneered routes of the 

greatest difficulty in the Lake District 
and in Wales. In 1931 he made the first 
descent of Gimmer Crack and, with Alf 
Bridge and A. B. Hargreaves, made the 
first ascent of the girdle of Pillar, a route 
of 24 pitches which was completed in 
seven hours spread over three days. 
With a young Sid Cross, Linnell made 
the first ascent of Great Eastern on the 
east buttress of Scafell , on sight, in 
1932. That same year that he soloed 
the first ascent of Bayonet Shaped 
Crack on the central buttress of Scafell. 
In the summer of 1933 he returned to 
the east buttress where in June and 
seconded by Alan Hargreaves, he 
made the first ascent of Overhanging 
Wall , although the severity of the 
overhang, forced him to use a piton. 
Three weeks later, he and Bill Clegg 
were on Alan Hargreaves' rope to make 
the first ascent of Morning Wall and, in 
September, he led the first ascents of 
both the White Slab and the Yellow 
Slab, again on sight. 
In Wales in 1933, with Eddie Holliday, 
Fred Pigott and Leslie Roberts, he 
pioneered Narrow Slab on Clogwyn d'ur 
Arddu, a very difficult route of sustained 
exposure. 
Linnell first climbed with Colin Kirkus in 
1932 and over the next two years they 
made many difficult ascents together, 
including Curving Crack and Birthday 
Crack on the east buttress of Cloggy. In 
1933, Linnell made the third ascent of 
Great Slab with Pigott and the following 
day, during an ascent of Chimney 
Route, he removed the piton inserted 
by Kirkus on the first ascent. Although 
Kirkus's reputation is greater than 
Linnell 's, there was little to choose 
between them. Kirkus himself believed 
that Linnell was his equal. 
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that ambition may run away with 

discretion. A fall means bad judgement -

defeat with dishonour. ' 

Linnell and Kirkus had much in 

common. Both relished solo climbing on 

difficult routes , and were renowned for 

their confidence and skill. Both were 

unperturbed by physical discomfort -

Linnell trained himself to withstand cold, 

hunger and fatigue and often climbed with 

a rucksack and ice axe to increase the 

difficulty; Kirkus had a reputation for 

climbing in the wet and in stockinged feet 

on routes with small holds. Both men also 

had outstanding route-finding abilities, 

reflected in the many excellent climbs they 

amassed between them. 

Just after midnight on Good Friday 

1934, Kirkus and Linnell set off from 

Skelsmergh in the Lake D istrict on Linnell 's 

motor-cycle , laden with camping and 

climbing equipment - and even two pairs 

of skis. They headed through the darkness 

for Fort William where several English 

clubs were holding their Easter meets. 

Arriving in the town about breakfast time, 

they climbed Ben Nevis as far as Lochan 

Meall an t-Suidh~ where they made camp. 

Friday was spent skiing and not without 

mishap as Linnell broke his skis. 

They rose early on the Saturday to 

climb the Castle on Carn Dearg. There was 

a deep covering of snow on the Ben that 

year and Saturday was dry but overcast. 

Freezing level was probably just below the 

summit. At about 8.30am, with no other 

climbers in sight, they began their ascent 

The Castle is a 240-metre downward 

pointing cuneiform buttress which, from a 



Right: Kirkus - right - and 
Graham Macphee - centre 

- underneath Napes Needle 
in 1939 or 1940. Far right: 

Linnell soloing -at Laddow. 
Below: Linnell - standing -
and Kirkus - facing camera 

- on Crib Goch in May 
1932. Lett: Linnell on 

Tryfan in the same year. 

distance , seems suspended from the shoulder of Carn 

Dearg, being bounded by the deep fissures of North and 

South Castle Gullies. By today's standards, it is not especially 

difficult, but in 1934 it was regarded as one of the more 

testing routes. The start can be tricky in winter because of a 

steep section of ice, and an icy groove in the middle may 

also cause problems, but the real clanger lies at the top were 

the route crosses slabs which are prone to avalanche in 

certain snow conditions - a fact well known today but not 

in the 1930s. Much of the snow which accumulates on these 

slabs is blown from the plateau above and is often unstable. 

The two men swapped leads and made good progress , 

reaching the cornice just below the top shortly before 11am. 

They moved rapidly partly because of their ability and partly 

because in those days much less time was spent on 

belaying, the normal method being simply to drive the ice 

axe into the snow as far as it would go, pass the rope from 

the waist once round the shaft and then take a shoulder 

belay. Undoubtedly this method was quick but the chances 

of holding a long leader fall were ve1y limited. Kirkus and 

Linnell were well aware of this. But that day, as Kirkus 

clambered through the cornice, he did slip. 

On his release from Belford Hospital in Fort William 

three weeks after the accident, Kirkus made a statement to 

the press which appeared in both the Strathspey Herald and 

Tbe Ohan Times: 

'Linnell and I had got over the difficult part, and had 

almost reached the top of the cliff. At this point neither of us 

had any suspicion of clanger. Although we had reached a 

comparatively easy spot, we took all precautions. I was 

leading and had reached the cornice, when a step I had cut 

in the snow collapsed and slid off the very hard snow 

underneath. 

'I immediately fell clown , leaning on my axe so as to t1y 

and stop myself but I was going too fast and went over a 

cliff about 50 feet lower clown. That is the last thing I 

remember until I regained consciousness and found myself 

lying some 300 feet lower down. I could not remember 

where I was at first so I followed the rope, which had not 

broken, and found Linnell on the other encl, some 80 feet 

higher up. The rope had caught over a ridge of snow so that 

we were suspended on different sides of it. When I reached 

Linnell , I found the rope had slipped up and caught round 

the neck. 

'He had a spare loop round his waist so I put the ice axe 

which I found quite close to his body through this and into 

the snow so as to support him while I released the rope 

from his neck. Otherwise he would have slipped clown the 

slope. I think he was dead then, but I was not sure at the 

'I could not remember where I was so I 
followed the rope and found Linnell on 
the other end, some 80 feet higher up. 
The rope had caught around his neck.' 

time. He was lying on a slope of about 50 degrees and I 

tried to pull him up on to a ledge but had not the strength. I 

ran the rope out to its full length, however, so as to serve as 

a guide to a search party. Then I cut the rope, as the knot 

was too tight to undo, and continued up to the top of the 

cliff, shouting for help at intervals and cutting steps with my 

ice axe which I had found sticking in the snow. When I 

reached the ridge I made a small cairn on the edge of the 

snow to indicate the spot to the searchers.' 
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'He was severely concussed and had 
~ fractured his skull, he was badly cut, 
~ 

Borthwick and Bill Thomson - the photographer W. S. 

Thomson - who were making their way up the glen of the 

Allt a' Mhuilinn. Both pairs hurried to meet Kirkus, and 

learning of the accident, McKinnell immediately went down 

to Fort William to raise the alarm. Two other climbers, who 

arrived soon after, helped Kirkus back to his tent from 

where he was carried down the Ben to Belford Hospital late 

in the day. Meanwhile, Petrie, Borthwick and Thomson 

followed the bloodstained footsteps uphill towards the top 

of Carn Dearg. 

s had sprained an ankle, broken his 
nose and damaged his jaw.' 

Linnell had not died of strangulation as it appeared to 

Kirkus. The report of the Rucksack Club's Accidents Sub

Committee later revea-led: 

'From the medical and other evidence it would appear 

that Linnell fell sheer, struck the ground with the left side of 

the front of his head, and did not move further. The head 

being forced backwards by the weight of the body, the neck 

was broken, resulting in instantaneous death. ' 

At the top of the Castle they could see the footsteps 

descending. They had some rope , and Borthwick was 

lowered from the top to look for Linnell. However, as he 

Kirkus's reascent to the top of the Castle 

was a Herculean achievement. He was 

severely concussed and had fractured his 

skull; he was badly lacerated, had sprained 

an ankle, broken his nose and damaged 

his jaw; worst of all in the long term, he 

had permanently misaligned his right eye. 

His face had become so badly swollen that 

it must have made vision difficult as he 

struggled to reach the top. Despite all this, 

he made the reascent with only the stump 

of his ice-axe which had been broken in 

the fall - preferring to use Linnell's 

unbroken one to attach his friend to the 

buttress. 

Kirkus reached the top at about noon 

but it was another hour before he was 

found trying to make his way down the 

mountain. His cries for help were heard by 

Robin Petrie and a friend who were beside 

Lochan Meall an t-Suidhe and by Alastair 

colin fletcher kirkus ------~ 
Born in Liverpool in 191 O the eldest of 
three brothers, Kirkus took an early 
interest in the hills, climbing Snowdon 
at the age of nine and Crib Goch at 
eleven. In the following years he did 
some scrambling and modest rock 
climbing until , in 1927, just before 
Kirkus started work with an insurance 

company, the family holidayed at Betws 
y Coed. This marked the beginning of 
his climbing career. He spent much of 
the time in the hills by himself, walking 
and climbing . On one occasion he went 
to Craig yr Ysfa where he climbed Arch 
Gully but was twice repulsed by B Gully 
to his considerable frustration. 
Kirkus had already several first ascents 
to his credit in 1928 when he met A. B. 
Hargreaves who played an important 
part in his development. In June 1929 
he led Ted Hicks and Charles Warren 
up Belle Vue Bastion on Tryfan's east 
face, and Hicks up Lot's Groove on 
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Glyder Fach. The next day it was 
Central Route on Tryfan's Terrace Wall 
and at the end of the month Kirkus 
made the second ascent of Langland's 
climb on the west buttress of Clogwyn 
du'r Arddu. With these ascents Kirkus 
became acknowledged as one of the 
leading climbers in Wales - he was 
only nineteen. 
A year later, supported by Graham 
Macphee, he made the first ascent of 
Great Slab on Cloggy followed almost 
immediately by the first ascent of the 
Nose on Dinas Mot in Llanberis Pass, 
to which crag he returned in September 
1931 to put up another new route - the 
sustained and delicate West Rib. A 
month before, in the company of 
Menlove Edwards, and using a piton he 
led the unclimbed Chimney Route on 
the east buttress of Cloggy and he soon 
followed this by pioneering Pedestal 
Crack on the same buttress, this time 
with Macphee. 
Kirkus also did fine climbs in the Lake 
District, making early ascents of 
Scafell's Central Buttress and Gimmer 
Crack in 1929 and, in 1931 , he was the 
first to climb Scafell's Mickledore 
Grooves with Ivan Waller and Marco 
Pallis. 
Kirkus was a member of the Climbers' 
Club and the Wayfarers' Club. He 
climbed in the Alps and was a leading 
contender for a place in the 1933 British 
Everest expedition , but in this he was to 
be disappointed. However, in the same 
year he was a member of Pallis' 
Gangotri Glacier expedition . He 
distinguished himself in an arduous six
day assault on the summit of the 6,726-
metre Central Satopanth Peak - the 
highlight of the expedition - and 
showed himself to be as competent on 
rock at altitude as he was at lower 
levels. 

CD 

ci 
UJ 

~ 



recalls, 'The surface was vile - soft snow on top of ice. At 

the slightest touch of the foot the snow slid away, leaving 

the bare ice. I didn 't like it one little bit and after thirty feet 

of step cutting I gave up and climbed back. ' He then set off 

towards the summit of the Ben in search of climbers and 

more rope. 

By the time Borthwick returned in mid-afternoon, a 

second unsuccessful rescue attempt had already been made. 

A climbing party from the Rucksack Club - of which Linnell 

had been a member since 1927 - had been standing at the 

top of Number 3 Gully around the time when Kirkus was 

discovered. The four-man team, Frank Bennett, Bower, H.V. 

Hughes and H. Taylor, heard news of the accident from a 

large group of climbers from the Midland Association of 

'We concluded that because of the 
grotesque posture of the body, a 

temperature well below zero and the 
time which had elapsed he was dead.' 

Mountaineering, who were climbing in Coire na Ciste led by 

F.G. Brettell. They went off at once to the summit of the 

Castle. Bower then climbed down for about 200 feet but, 

after further reconnoitring , the party decided that under 

prevailing conditions it was impracticable to descend to the 

body, and that the rescue would need to be made from 

below. 

With Borthwick returned and more rope available , the 

Rucksack Club members began a third rescue attempt at 

around 3pm. The aim this time was to reach Linnell from 

below by descending North Castle Gully. But it was a slow 

and difficult descent which was eventually overtaken by 

darkness. Bennett recalls the final stages of the rescue effort: 

'We traversed out on to the face of the buttress from 

No1th Castle Gully at a point which turned out to be some 

120 feet below Linnell. We proceeded upwards, myself 

leading, in the darkening clay until within sight of Linnell 

and concluded that because of the grotesque posture of the 

body, a temperature well below zero, and the time which 

had elapsed since the accident, he was dead. In any event, 

night was almost on us. We retreated with some difficulty 

off the face and stumbled into the already full CIC hut in the 

late and dark evening. ' 

Early the following morning - Easter Sunday - a rescue 

pa1ty comprising the four Rucksack Club members together 

with four members of the Midland Association of 

Mountaineers left the hut. The body was lying in an 

awkward place and the operation took many hours. 

Bennett, who led the rescue in what amounted to a repeat 

of Kirkus and Linnell 's ascent of the previous clay, recalls: 

'I found myself alongside Linnell 's body probably around 

midday. [In fact it was close to 3pm.] There was a large 

mass of rope, all frozen very hard and extremely difficult to 

handle, and there was certainly much of it round the body. 

There could well have been a coil round the neck but I am 

certain not such as to cause strangulation. Rather than bring 

up the others , I decided it would be easier to cope in 

freeing the rope and in organising the evacuation on my 

own. I suppose I must have been between half and a full 

hour in the process by which time it was possible for me to 

ease the body on to the ice slope and gently pay out the 

rope as the body slid clown under its own weight to my 

second. He in turn passed it on to the third man whilst I 

returned to the second and so on until [about an hour later] 

we were all gathered together as the slopes eased off. ' 

Bennett and the others then clescenclecl the North Gully 

to meet a support party and the body of the dead climber 

was taken clown the mountain by about a dozen stretcher

bearers who had to scale a deer fence on the way. Once at 

the distillery, Linnell 's body was taken in a vehicle to the 

mortua1y in Belford Hospital by which time it was 9.30pm. 

In June of that year, the Ben was visited by Dr Graham 

Macphee as part of his preparations for writing his 1936 Ben 

Nevis guidebook. On 21st June, climbing with G. C. 

Williams, he made an ascent of the Castle and found 

Linnell 's ice axe and the broken shaft of Kirkus's - sad 

reminders of the accident and especially poignant for 

Macphee who knew and had climbed with both men. 

Linnell is buried in Glen Nevis in the shadow of the 

mountain that took his life. Th.e graveyard had not long 

been consecrated and Linnell was the first climber to be 

interred there. A small grey headstone reads simply: Maurice 

Linnell / of Skelsmergh / Kendal / Died March 31,1934. 

The accident deeply affected Kirkus. His friend Alan 

Hargreaves writing Kirkus 's obituary in the Climbers ' Club 

Journal of 1943 observed: 'After [the accident on Ben Nevis], 

he was never quite the same and the nature of his interest in 

climbing seemed to change. For quite a long time he did not 

climb at all but gradually came back to it preferring, 

however, to do ordinary courses and only occasionally 

going for the difficult things. He frequently took novices and 

oldish people up standard climbs, taking care to make 

things safe and enjoyable for them. There must be many 

who owe him a sound introduction to climbing.' 

Kirkus himself had this to say in a chapter on accidents 

in his excellent introductory book , Let 's Go Climbing, 

published in 1941: 'A fatal accident is a very terrible thing. 

Don't think of yourself but think of th_e effect on all your 

relations and friends if anything were to happen to you. Or 

think how you would feel if you had to meet the parents of 

a friend who had been killed while climbing with you.' 

Colin Kirkus knew only too painfully the meaning of 

that. ■ 

Hands of a Climber: A Life of Colin Kirkus by· Steve Dean 

and The Black Cloud: Scottish Mountain Misadventures 

1928-1966 by Ian Thomson are published by the Ernest Press 

this autumn.· 
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Ghost stories 
'Did you exchange,' Roger Waters asked 
me the other day, 'your heroes for 
ghosts?' Well, not quite Roger, but I know 
a man who has. 

It may not have been the best idea to 
telephone Joe Simpson on August 13th 
- a Friday, as it happens - but I needn't 
have worried. It was, after all, his birth
day. There followed a brief exchange 
where I assumed that he was pulling my 
leg, and he, in language that was increas
ingly forthright, insisted that he wasn't. 
Simpson had just returned from a surf
ing holiday in Cornwall - his first - with 
long-time friend John Stevenson and 
raved about the adrenalin kick available. 
'I even stood up once!' he enthused 
before a loud bang at the end of the line 
was followed by more forthright 
language. 'Sorry,' he said, 'I just had a 
little accident.' 

Life for most of us wanders gently 
down the back-roads of fate, throwing 
up an occasional incident or broad vista 
that provokes a half-interested comment; 
we enjoy 'just neutral-tinted haps ' as 
Thomas Hardy called them. Sin1pson's 
life , however, has been spent at full 
speed on karma's freeway, and probably 
on the wrong side of the road. He has 
become a legend; in pubs across the 
country those with the most tenuous 
connection with d1e outdoors will tell the 
story of the man who crawled down the 
mountain after his mate thought him 
dead. They will know nothing of the man 
himself, simply that he looked as far into 
the abyss as one can and still return rela-

tively sane. 'I am become a name,' 
complained Tennyson's Ulysees and for 
Simpson the same is true. 

Ulysees, h9wever, still had two good 
legs, whereas the screws and pins in 
Simpson's left ankle - destroyed in his 
appalling fall while descending Pachenno 
- are causing him considerable pain. The 
carti lage in his left knee has gone. He's a 
wreck, he knows it and he's running out 
of time. Returning to a straight climbing 
narrative, therefore, for his third book 
after the critical success of his novel The 
Water People may have seemed like a 
retrograde step, but This Game of Ghosts 
is proving the opposite; reviews have 
been good, it's being reprinted and it's 
been shordisted for the Boardman Tasker 
Award. Simpson claims .it as his best work 
and its description of the British alpine 
scene in d1e early 1980s - a fruitful period 
and long overdue for some attention - is 
elegantly drawn. Yet the real issue of the 
book is dead1, largely because of the rash 
of tragedies in recent years that forced 
Simpson to reconsider the genuine worth 
of mountaineering in the light of such a 
grim period. 

'What I wanted from Ghosts changed 
as the number of people killed increased,' 
he explains. 'I wanted to sort out why I 
love climbing?' There is genuine confu
sion in his voice. 'This attrition is rather 
an odd thing and we tend to be naturally 
dishonest about it. We build up a ratio
nale to protect ourselves.' 

At times the death toll in Ghosts 
becomes rather remorseless but there is 
evidence for Simpson's claim that 'while 
there was ego [behind my climbing] and 
there was ambition, there was also a great 
passion for the mountains.' This passion 
continues as Simpson contemplates a 
punishing schedule of trips in the next 
year. He is planning to visit Ecuador to 
research his next novel and take a break 
from writing, and trips to Cho Oyu and 
then Peru are also possible. His return to 
Peru will prove a strong test of the 
psychological recove1y he has made from 
the accident on Siula Grande. 

The enduring thought that you have 
from reading Ghosts or talking to its 
author is of a resilient and passionate 
man who has been lucky and knows it. 
It is to our enduring loss that many of 
his friends have not proved so fortunate. 
How I wish they were here. 
Ed Douglas 
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Above: Joe Simpson -
cricketer, cl imber, writer 
and ghost-buster. 

Steck at book fest 
For the last 25 years Ascent has set the 
standards of climbing writing by some
how finding innovative, fresh styles and 
ideas from different writers for each new 
issue. Each edition of Ascent has been, 
since its inception in 1967, a literary 
event. In those days founding editor Allen 
Steck was an accountant at the Ski Hut in 
Berkeley when he had the idea. When 
he first presented it to the Sierra Club, 
David Brower, who developed the spec
tacular large format Sierra Club publica
tions, said: 'It won't work.' 

When Steck proposed Ascent '93 to 
Jon Beckman, Brower's successor, he 
said, 'My reptilian brain tells me that we 
shouldn't do this, but we have a history 
that we're obliged to continue.' 

Steck is in Britain this winter to speak 
at the seventh International Festival of 
Mountaineering at Bretton Hall College 
on November 20th, something of a coup 
for the festival as the great man is not 
given to making public appearances. 

Other speakers at Bretton this year 
include Doug Scott, who'll be reading 
from his forthcoming autobiography, 
Robin Campbell on the golden age of 
Scottish mountain writing and Mick Ryan 
who will be answering the question 'Can 
sport climbing produce interesting writ
ing?' Don't tempt us. Tickets cost £9.50 
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for a fun-packed day and are available 
from Terry Gifford, Bretton Hall College, 
West Bretton, Wakefield, West Yorks WF4 
4LG. Cheques should be made payable to 
'Bretton Hall'. 

Headline hits Hodder 
The merger of Hodder & Stoughton and 
the you ng and thrusting publisher 
Headline has radically altered the admit
tedly small shape of mountaineering 
publishing. With a keen eye on Hodder's 
balance sheet, Headline made a large 
number of redundancies and demanded 
profitability. Since climbing books are not 
the most profitable in the world a shadow 
has been cast over the future of one of 
the o ldest climbing publishers in the 
world. 

Hodder's editor responsible for the 
mountaineering list, Margaret Body, who 
has built up a formidable team of authors 
that includes Chris Bonington, Stephen 
Venables and Victor Saunders, remains, 
a lthough Ken Wilson , editor of the 
Hodder imprint Diadem, has used the 
turmoil to end his link with the company. 
He is now in the process of establishing 
a new imprint called Baton Wicks (a 
gendarme on the Grand Charmoz if you 
have to ask) which will continue in simi
lar vein to that pursued by Wilson at 
Diadem. 

Some books have already been 
dropped, however, and the long-term 
future remains uncertain. In the past 
British publishers were content to lose 
money on five titles in six on tl1e assump
tion that the sixth wou ld make a lot of 
moolah. 

Alas, as has been the case in America 
for some time, the chill wind of economic 
realism might now blow mountaineering 
publishing into the backwaters, never to 
return. 

lVUISl 
EL DESAFIO DE UN SUENO 

RODRJGO JORDAN F UCHS 

[LJMITED PIUVATE EDITION] 

Recognition on Everest these days seems 
to depend on the size of your satellite 
dish and the diligence of your PR agency. 
Rodrigo Jordan 's expedition to the 
Kangshung face last year had neither of 
these essential accessories and was almost 
completely ignored in Europe. However, 
in Santiago at least, Jordan and his team 

achieved well-deserved praise. Not only 
were they the first Chileans to reach the 
summit, they were the first South 
Americans of any nation and in a season 
when the hordes jostled for space on the 
south-east ridge, the Chileans opted for 
the relative uncertainties of the 1988 route 
up the Kangshung face. 

I have to confess to a biased interest in 
Jordan's book, having taken part in the 
first ascent of that 1988 route. I was over
whelmed by nostalgia , recognising 
precise points on our route photographed 
four years on. One particular and vividly 
remembered three piton anchor beneath 
an overhang almost brought tears to my 
eyes. But there is also much here for the 
disinterested observer. 

The text, printed in both Spanish and 
English, is perhaps a little gung-ho for 
some tastes, aimed as it is at the patriotic 
Chilean reader largely unfamiliar with tl1e 
finer points of mountaineering, but read
ing between the lines one can sense the 
very genuine achievement of this exem
pla1y expedition. 

Jordan had a medium-sized team of 
seven Chileans, supported by three 
Sherpas. They all worked extremely hard, 
sharing in a great adventure. One 
member, Dagoberto Delgado, pushed 
himself to the limit, trying to carry on 
after being badly injured in an avalanche 
before having to drop out tearfully from 
the summit attempt. On the final wallow 
through deep snow to tl1e south col, two 
members nobly accepted support roles, 
dropping back to wait at Camp 2 while 
Jordan, Christian Garcia-Huidobro and 
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Juan Sebastian Montes stayed up 
at the south col, strongly placed 
with ample food , fuel and three 
oxygen bottles for a summit 
attempt. 

Oxygen was used sparingly 
and judiciously - a little for sleep
ing and a little for emergencies 
on the final ridge to the summit. 
Jordan said afterwards that he 
only turned on his oxygen when 
he saw a rival Chilean from 
another team approaching fast 
from the western cwm! Montes 
used no oxygen at all on the way 
up and still rached the summit at 
10.25am, nearly equa lling 
Messner and Habeler's nine and a 
half hours from the south col. 
Anxious that they should a ll 

descend safely, Jordan gave the remain
der of his cylinder to Montes for the 
return to the col. 

Two days after their efficient success, 
all three climbers returned unfrostbitten 
to their base camp on the Kangshung 
glacier. With the help of their team-mates 
they were able to remove their empty 
oxygen bottles and virtually all gas cylin
ders, tents and fixed ropes - a ve1y differ
ent story from our headlong flight to 
safety in 1988 when we left two camps, 
assorted clothing and 1,700 metres of 
rope on the mountain. I was glad to hear 
that four years later only about 200 metres 
of our rope was still in place. The rest, 
like large sections of the route itself, had 
been wiped out by avalanches. 

Nevertheless, it is there somewhere, 
like all that more famous detritus in the 
Khumbu ice fall , waiting to be disgorged 
on to the glacier at a later date. By using 
slightly more conservative tactics, with 
just that extra margin of safety and 
control, the Chileans were able to clear 
up properly after themselves. 

Amidst all the self-congratulatory hype 
surrounding me various recent 'clean-up' 
expeditions, Jordan's moving tale is a fine 
example of how to climb the mountain 
adventurously and responsibly. The book 
is lavishly illustrated with colour 
photographs, including the now-famous 
shot of sixteen people queuing beneath 
me south summit. That picture was taken 
on May 15th, 1992. The book was in the 
Santiago shops in time for Christmas that 
year. British publishers please take note. 
Stephen Venables 



CIIMBIH 'S GUIDI 10 SMITH HOCKS 
ALAN WATTS 
[CHOCKSTONE PRESS, $19.95] 
When I first heard of Smith Rock, Oregon 
- in about 1986 - I had been climbing 
for about half a dozen years. Like many 
other climbers of my generation, what
ever that means , I had no idea what 
Smith Rocks, this strange, mud-walled 
place was like, or even where it was. We 
only knew that for some reason, it was 
important. 

Anyway , as the late 1980s passed, 
Smith Rocks unfolded before our eyes. 
So too did Alan Watts, proponent of 
hundreds of pre-sport Smith and post
sport Smith routes. 

While other celebrated Oregon 
climbers - Kim Scmitz , Dean Caldwell 
and Alan Lester - moved on to histori
cally traditional areas like Boulder and 
Yosemite, Watts stayed in Bend and 
perfected his crag. In a way, he was 
probably responsible for shaping the 
future of American climbing more than 
any other climber in history - despite 
Colorado's insistence that their native son 
Christian Griffith was and is it. 

Watts has undoubtedly taken it on the 
chin with his philosophy over the years, 
dodging potshots from Pat Ament at a 
few of his French-style colleagues, but 
he is the one individual who can be truly 
credited with the creation of American 
sport climbing. 

Now he has created a Smith Rocks text 
that should be held as a standard for 
other guidebook writers to follow, sport 
climbers or otherwise. Told from his own 
perspective, Watts's history of the area is 
fascinating, perhaps the best part of the 
book, describing both his drive to put up 
new routes and his lack of ability for 
climbing the first hard face routes that 
went up in the early 1980s. It seems 
remarkable that the face routes came into 
being at all. 

'I feel that many climbers don't under
stand that the easy cracks they scoff at 
today gave rise to the overhanging faces 
that now capture their attention,' Watts 
writes. 'But these relics were stepping 
stones, every bit as significant when first 
climbed as the hardest lines are today.' 

In 1980, he dropped out of college and 
began diddling round at Smith, ttying to 
climb whatever was left there. 'Like every
one else,' he writes, 'I figured the steep 

faces weren't possible, so I set my sights 
on climbing every remaining crack.' To 
that end, Watts abseiled from the top of 
the crags, to clean the ditty rock. Since 
Jeff Thomas, one of Smith's most 
respected and ground-up pioneers wasn't 
around to 'slap my hand', Watts had it 
pretty much his own way. 

Among the routes he rapelled and 
bolted was the rela£ively easy Karot Tots 
(5.llb). 'Although little more than a quick 
dash between cracks,' he writes, '[it] was 
a predecessor of the future.' In 1983 he 
claimed the first ascent of Watts Tots 
(5.12b), a face previously thought 
unclimbable. Immediately thereafter, he 
nabbed Chain Reaction , one of the 
world's most photographed routes and 
the Smith door was open. Moreover he 
was far in advance of Bob Horan's 
Rainbow Wall in Boulder - bolted by 
Kyle Copeland - and ahead of anything 
C.G. ever did. 

Remarkably, Watts attributes the great
est changes in the Smith scene to photog
rapher Heinz Zak, who visited in 1985 
and subsequently published photographs 
of Smith in eve1y magazine he could lay 
his hands on. But perhaps the real 
changes have come not at Zak's hands, 
but those belonging to J. B. Tribout. Jibe 
put up America's first 5.14 (To Bolt or 
Not to Be) in 1986 and then added the 
tremendous Just Do It (5.14c), in 1992, 
solidifying Smith's reputation at tl1e top of 
the Chain Reaction. 

Being a history buff I've focussed on 
this section of the guide, but any climber 
visiting Smith should buy it for the superb 
route descriptions, maps and topographic 
drawings. With Watts there is absolutely 
no getting lost here. He's got everything, 
from B2 boulder problems accurately 
researched and described to the latest 
project, of which there seems to be a 
large number. 

It is somewhat amusing that in Smith, 
where basically anything goes, Watts has 
had to address the glue-ups and the 
drilled pockets alongside the ground-up 
nightmares that have created such a vari
ety in attitudes at Smith: 

'The steep wall left of Stand and 
Deliver contains a mixture of artificial 
holds and natural rock to create a legiti
mate route,' writes Watts. 'Done at the 
same time as the plastic routes in the 
Aggro Gully, this climb fortunately sits 
far off the beaten path. A purist's night-
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mare, it combines drilled pockets and 
modular holds at the start to get to the 
real rock.' 

Doctrines aside, Watts produced one 
of the finest guidebooks that the climbing 
community could ever hope to create. It 

is remarkable for its accuracy and detailed 
research and as a historical document of 
North-west climbing. Even tl10ugh I'm far 
too fat to tty any of these routes nowa
days, three whopping cheers for a great 
book. 

I hope Alan Watts writes a sequel on 
just about anything. 
Cameron M. Burns 

JHIS GAMI DI GHOSJS 
JOE SIMPSON 
(JONATHON CAPE, £16.99] 
He's pulled it off again, Joe has. The 
sequel to Touching the Void is every bit 
as gripping as, and if anything better writ
ten than its best-selling predecessor. Here 
is the before and after of tl1e Siula Grande 
adventure and it comes as no surprise to 
learn than Joe has been knocking himself 
about since he was a wee lad. And he 
was a wee lad, which goes some way to 
explaining it. The youngest of five 
competitive siblings in an army family 
stationed variously in Malaya, Gibraltar, 
West Germany and Northern Ireland, the 
constant change of scenery ensured 
adventure possibilities sufficient to match 
his natural taste for excitement and a 
truculent need to assert himself. 

There is a lot of pain in this book. Joe's 
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descriptive strength - as we saw in Void 
- is his ability to force you to keep eyes 
and , above all, mind open when you 
would far prefer to have both screwed 
tightly shut. You are spared no grisly 
detail - blood spurts, bone-ends grind, 
pus and blood bloat misshapen limbs. 
You share the careening fears and fright
ful nightmares, the sickening falls and 
you long for a release of tension. Does 
this man have to harp so relentlessly on 
the death and disaster that have beset 
him in what must surely be unnatural 
measure? Wouldn't more lighter episodes 
at least help the reader to catch breath? 

But that is to miss the point. The 
unbearable litany of lost souls is precisely 
what the book is about. This Game of 
Ghosts reflects Joe 's need to make his 
own sense of what is essentially beyond 
reason. Non-climbers know, to their own 
satisfaction, that all climbers are mad. 
How do climbers know that they are not? 
Can they be sure? Joe talks of the twinned 
glo1y and waste of climbing, the taint of 
insanity. He needs to prove to himself 
that it is not merely a dangerous addic
tion, that stepping 'into that suspended 
world of present reality' outside the rest 
of life has a validity, a life-enhancement 
of its own, even when later overshad
owed by tragedy. 

And again I am being unfair. This is 
not ultimately a gloomy book. 
Throughout, it is written with humour: 
the Silk Road chapter is brilliantly funny, 
as is that on Joe's Greenpeace activities; 
the Void American Roadshow is also deli
ciously self-deprecating. 

There is terrible waste, to be sure, but 
the glory days win. 
Audrey Salkeld 

IHI IIRSl MUNROISl 
THE REVEREND A. E. ROBERTSON: His LIFE, 
MUNROS AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
PETER DRUMMOND AND IAN MITCHELL 
[ERNEST PRESS, £13.95] 
Munro. Munn-ro. Mun-rrro. To the rest 
of the world a legend. To the Scot, the 
high hills of home. I was once asked by 
two Italian climbers on top of Buchaille 
Etive Mor why we had named our moun
tains after a film star. My mind made 
exponential leaps to the Lorens of the 
Dolomites and the Bardots of Chamonix 
before I told them - rather more 
mundanely - about Sir Hugh T. Munro 

THE FIRST MUNROIST 
Tllc-AEHlouro._...i..._..,.. 

., __ 
............ 

who first compiled the list of 3,000-foot 
Scottish peaks in 1891. 

Known eponymously thereafter, it was 
1901 before Robertson had become the 
first person to climb them all. This was a 
remarkable achievement for the time , 
given the difficulties of transportation, 
but it was, as Mitchell rightly points out 
a 'maverick exploit' and possibly with
out precedent in mountaineering in 1901. 
How things have changed. 

According to the latest Scottish 
Mountaineering Club Journal (1993), 
1,144 people have now followed in the 
footsteps of the Reverend A. E. Robertson 
and climbed all 277 of the peaks of 
Scotland that top 3,000 feet. Judging by 
the massive sales of the various Munro 
guides available today - over 60,000 of 
the SMC's guide alone, putting it well into 
the bestseller category) that number will 
continue to grow and grow. I've a theory 
that it is all about numbers anyway, a 
subliminal fascination quite beyond any 
mountaineering rationale. So, 60,000 -
being the approximate number of 
Munroists , multiplied by 277 - being the 
number of Munros - equals 16.62 million 
hill-walking trips. 

Of course, there are assumptions that 
one could build in concerning multiple 
Munro days (rare), or failure in the face 
of adverse weather (not so rare). Old Sir 
Hugh must be utterly dizzy by now, 
revolving in his grave at the monster he 
let loose. 

Serious consideration of this 
phenomenon is therefore both timely and 
relevant. Peter Drummond and Ian 
Mitchell have given us far more than a 
simple biography of the first Munroist, 
A. E. Robertson. (Munro himself never 
completed the task he set himself.~ This 
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book tells us much about the 
psyche of all who indulge in the 
tick mentality and who amongst 
us hasn't 'seen it, done it, ticked 
it' at some stage of their moun
taineering lives. 

The authors have collected a 
pot pourri of the Rev Robertson, 
with Drummond dealing with his 
life and Mitchell looking at the 
backdrop, all of which is illumi
nating, if a little disjointed. I kept 
wishing to read the diaries and 
logs themselves, rather than tl1ese 
commentaries and all too brief 
extracts. 

Robertson 's most famous published 
work, a pamphlet on the ancient coffin 
routes and drove roads of Scotland is, 
however, reprinted in full. It is fascinat
ing reading, especially in the knowledge 
that it was published to encourage use 
of the tracks and thus facilitate future 
proof as rights of way. There are useful 
comparisons with today, with complaints 
in 1941 at the rection of signs saying 
'Private Road ' and a suggestion that 'igno
ra nce is what some of the Highland 
proprietors and many of their factors 
count on .' 

Most salutary of all , however is the 
recounting of an episode where 
Robertson, as chairman of the Rights of 
Way Society, sends out the law against 
tl1e early Creag Dhu, described as a group 
of campers lighting fires and camping on 
the path. In what to me is one of the 
most telling commentaries in the whole 
book, Mitchell ponders 'whether the ordi
nary mountaineer just going and doing 
did as much to wear down the resistance 
of the lairds as all the negotiations of the 
Rights of Way Society.' 

Thus this book gives an interesting 
perspective to the history of access in 
Scotland. Moreover it does this enter
tainingly becasue it could be the story of 
the 1,144 completionists that have 
followed. Even the excellent black and 
white photographs taken by Robertson 
which increasingly became his raison 
d 'etre for mountaineering, have a snap
shot quality rather than any intrinsic artis- · 
tic merit. 

The cynical could label this as an 
attempt by the Ernest Press ·to jump on 
the Munro bandwagon, especially since 
that stable has in the past concentrated on 
producing excellent facsimile editions of 



classic mountaineering books long since 
out of print. However, I can do no better 
than to quote the current leader of Her 
Majesty's Opposition, John Smith QC MP 
who has written the foreword to this 
book: 'It will be read with pleasure by 
all those who, like A. E. R. , love the hills 
of Scotland.' 
Bob Reid 

SCHWIIZ PIAISIR 

] ORG VON KANEL 
[FILIDOR, £20] 
There may be those who haven 't hear of 
Kanel 's earlier work, Schweiz Extrem, but 
to the Swiss it is a bible. For the majority 
of climbers, however, this relative ly new 
volume will be of even greater interest. 
With more than 600 routes in the Alps 
and pre-alpine areas, it focuses on gran
ite and limestone climbing that is acces
sible with few objective dangers on routes 
- graded up to French 6a - that vary 
between a few pitches to over twenty. 
The routes included tend to be well
equipped, something which will no doubt 
add to its popularity, but there are over 
80 areas described so even the most 
experienced visitors will find something 
new to do. It is published in three 
languages with excellent topos, a dozen 
colour photos and a soft binding. The 
book is available through Cordee and is 
highly recommended to anyone planning 
to climb in Switzerland despite the 
unnerving price. 

SOUJHIRN CHAIK 

MICK FOWLER ET AL 
[IT] GUIDES & DIRECTORIES, £3.25] 
There are few books you can buy these 
days that say as much about your lifestyle 
as buying this one does. Novice Dentistry 
for Great White Sharks is perhaps one of 
them but it hardly captures the same level 
of impending doom. However, your loos
ening grip on reality will have done some 
good since half the profits go to the N01th 
Lond6n Rescue Command to build bigger 
and better climbing walls for rock-starved 
Londoners. The guide itse lf covers 'd1y
ice climbing' at Margate, Ramsgate, 
Dover, Hastings , Beachy Head, Seven 
Sisters, Brighton, Isle of Wight and Dorset. 
Some of these areas will be news to 
climbers who live in them. As a record 
of the singularity of the climbing experi
ence as practised by Fowler, Thornhill, 
Saunders, Wills and many others it is 
highly recommended. Southern Chalk 
can be ordered by post from the NLRC, 
Cordova Road , Bow Neighbourhood, 
London, E3. 

ON PIAK ROCK 

CARL DAWSON ET AL 
[BMC, £16.95] 
Finally this major area of British rock 
climbing has a selected climbs guide that 
is worthy of the climbing. Organised in a 
radical but successful fo1mat that is suited 
more to the climber's mood than a rigor
ous geographical order, this hard-backed 
rock thesaurus is already proving popu-
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lar. Excellent illustrations, thoughtful 
background information and - for foreign 
visitors - an introduction in French and 
German with clear topos. Mini area maps 
at the front of each section might have 
been an idea but for climbers who visit 
infrequently and who aren't just inter
ested in hard limestone climbing this 
guide is a must. 

THI 81ST Of ASCINJ 
EDITED BY STEVEN ROPER AND ALLEN STECK 
[DIADEM, £16.99] 
Were your editor to be stranded on a 
desert island - obvious jokes aside - and 
he had a choice of one book to while 
away the tedium, this would be it. I could 
tell you that Ascent has been the most 
influential publication in terms of promot
ing writing excellence in the world, ever. 
I could quote some of the authors 
included - Robbins, Harding, Drummond, 
Waterman, Somers, Long - or refer to 

some of the best essays ever written on 
climbing - Patey Agonistes, The Soloist's 
Diary, Tis-sa-ack, Reflections of a Broken
Down Climber. But I don 't need to. All 
the recommendation required lies in 
David Robert 's introduction which 
explains the journal's appeal over 25 
years, spasmodic and occasionally preten
tious creature that it is: 
'Look, we know that climbing is the great
est thing in the world - maybe the only 
thing. But it's dangerous, not because 
you can get killed, but because it 's 
subversive, useless , wacko. That's what 
we want to sing about.' ■ 



LETTERS 

SHOUIO WI STAY? 

Sm, 
PETER BEAUMONT discusses the conse
quences of the great increases in peak fees 
for the Himalayas (see MoRe 1). It seems 
improbable that these sums will be spent 
for the benefit of the people affected by 
mountain tourists such as your readers. 
However, shou ld we be attempting to 
impose our cultural p1iorities on such soci
eties as are found in Nepal and Bhutan? 
Such peoples as the Sherpas - and like 
many visitors to Nepal I boast that I have 
friends among them - however disad
vantaged many of them still seem to us 
have, compared to most of their compa
triots, gained materially from their visitors. 
Is it not justifiable for governments to profit 
for those citizens who have little chance of 
benefitting from mountain tourism? What 
a naive hope! Of course we want Everest 
Base Camp tidied up but perhaps there 
are higher priorities. 

Another quandary is the consequence of 
such a magazine as Mountain Review. 

First, one should realise that on a macro 
scale the detrimental effects of mountain 
tourism are dwarfed by the consequences 
of IT and population pressures. 
Nevertheless on a micro scale if we visit 
unfrequented areas can we ease our 
consciences by saying that whatever we 
bring in our wake would come anyway 
and will eventually bring health care and 
schools? 

My gut-feeling is that the only hope for 

these sensitive environments and cultures 
lies in education. However, education is 
largely western propaganda and so is itself 
flawed. One conclusion is that a maga
zine such as Mountain was and Mountain 

Review promises to be (I hugely enjoyed 
Mountain from its beginning) should not 
exist. 
Yours faithfully, 
Jim Cooper, 
Lancaster, England 

UP IHI WAIi 

Sm, 
MY CUMBING WALL manager thinks your a1ti
cle 'Out of Time', in MoRe 3 is well 'out of 
order'. It 's his job to sell and erect 
Entreprises climbing walls in the UK. He 
does seem to have a point. 

You assert that 'an Ent.rep1ises wall costs 
£60,000 to hire' Sorry Ed, but someone's 
been telling you porkies. 

We have erected two international 
competition Enterprises walls in the UK. 
The first , in Leeds, cost less than £15,000. 
The second, in Birmingham, cost £25,000. 
(The difference in the two was mainly due 
to the massive scaffolding needed in the 
Birmingham venue and the need to do 
the 'job in 24 hours.) Our quotation for 
the most recent competition at 
Birmingham was £30,000. It was not 
accepted, but for half your quoted figure 
we would have erected the most stunning 
competition wall ever seen in Britain. 

The special demands of big competi
tion leading walls do make them expen
sive, but the bouldering height free-stand
ing structures regularly hired from 
Lyon/Enterprises cost a small fraction of 
the above figures. 
Yours, 
Ben Lyon, 
Sedbergh, England. 

NICK ISTCOURT AWARD 

Sm, 
I HA VE JUST read your item in MoRe 2 about 
the Gasherbrum IV expedition. Although 
you commenced your article by a compar
ison with the Annapurna South Face expe
dition you seem to have missed a very 
strong connection between the two. 

As I am sure you will know , Nick 
Estcourt was a member of the Annapurna 
expedition (although he was not 
mentioned in your piece). This is signifi-
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cant in that the Gasherbrum expedition is 
the recipient of this year's Nick Estcou1t 
Award. Again, I am sure this will not be 
news to you, particularly as MoRe's alpine 
editor is the expedition leader. 

The Nick Estcourt Award was set up 
precisely to encourage expeditions like 
the Gasherbrum trip - an objective of 
which I am sure you would approve. 
Publicity for the Award is vital to encour
age applications for future grants and it is 
a somewhat wasted opportunity that the 
Award was not mentioned in the article. 
Yours sincerely, 
Dave Pearce, 
Altrincham, England. 

PATAGONIAN NAMIS 

Sm, 
CoNCEMqNG YOUR note at the bouom comer 
of p21 of MoRe 3 on your renaming of 
Fitzroy. The naming of mountains is up 
to the local political authoroties who do 
talk to the geographers. Renaming 
anything is not in the pu1view of a maga
zine editor, especia lly one from a third 
country. One might have checked out the 
source of the Pyrenaica article before 
running off amok. I am a member of the 
UIAA Expedition Commission and was 
part of the process mentioned earlier in 
the note and have the maps. 

Incidentally , the Chileans do not 
evidence any desire to rename their moun
tains. 
John Boyle, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

EDITOR'S NOTE: John Boyle misses the point 
somewhat. It was never our intention to rename 
Fitzroy - I hope we are not so arrogant as to believe 
that we have the right to do anything of the sort. I 
merely suggested that since the original inhabitants of 
Patagonia had a name for the mountain then we 
should try to use if once in a while. The source of the 
suggestion was John Boyle's Commission's own 
newsletter! Either local Indians had a name for the 
mountain or they didn't; that is the beginning and end 
of the argument. To suggest that local political 
authorities and their geographers have the sole 
descretion in naming mountains can lead to politicians 
and geographers having mountains named after them 
- Pik Lenin, for example, or Mount Everest. 

IUROPIAN MOUNTAIN IIAOIRS 

Sm, 
I wouw LIKE TO correct some widely held 
misinformation about the new European 
Mountain Leaders award and Association. 
This award came about because of a need 



to have a standard acceptable to all EC 
countries. Over the years there has been 
growing concern that some countries 
within the EC and elsewhere were trying 
to limit access and leadership of groups 
to their own nationals or people with their 
national qualifications. 

This meant that many British leaders 
and others were having difficulties when 
legitimately, in our view because of expe
rience or British qualifications, leading 
paying panies on treks abroad. 

It is hoped that this new award set up 
by the European Mountain Leader 
Commission, and accepted by the govern
ing bodies of Italy, Spain, Ireland, France, 
Belgium and Great Britain; will alleviate 
these problems and also, hopefully, make 
it more difficult for the one or two indi
viduals who are inadequ·ately experienced 
to lead groups. 

Unfo11Unately many people have heard 
that this award has or will become the 
legal operating standard for all leaders of 
paying pa1ties in the EC or elsewhere; this 
is of course not true, Britain for one has no 
legal requirement. All countries however 
have different rules and it is intended that 
this award will cross all boundaries, specif
ically within the EC but also elsewhere. 

This is a new qualification and a very 
new association, keen to uphold the high
est professional standards and traditions 
of mountain leaders. 

The Association is not trying to force 
the qualification on trek organisations or 
individuals, but like the Association of 
Mountain Instructors (AMI) in Britain and 
the Guides Association worldwide we 
would like the BAEML to become synony
mous with high standards and excellent 
professional practices in the mountain 
world, we have of course still to earn that 
right. 

Only members of a national association 
will be issued with a Carnet, which will 
be restamped each year, this then allows 
them to operate under the standards of 
the European Mountain Leader 
Commission. 

Further information on the standards of 
the award can be obtained from the 
UKMTB and information on the 
Association is available from Richard Ayres, 
10 Betchton Road , Malkin 's Bank, 
Sandbach, Cheshire, CWll 9LX. 
Yours sincerely 
Dave T.Bursnall 
Barmouth, Wales. ■ 

t:r.l 

■ ...... 
Banff in Europe 
Since its grass roots beginnings in 1976 
when 250 people gathered on the campus 
of the Banff centre in the heart of the 
Canadian Rockies to watch the ten films 
on offer, the Banff festival has grown and 
developed - especially since the anival of 
the current director Bernadette McDonald. 
Now in its eighteenth year, Banff 1992 
attracted over 5,000 people and over 160 
films from 26 countries were entered in 
the four-category competition. 

This year's festival will focus on Everest 
- for obvious reasons - and the special 
guest will be Reinhold Messner while 
Canadian film-maker Roger Vernon will 
be presented with the Bill March Summit 
of Excellence Award for his outstanding 
contribution to the mountain world. 
Vernon was nominated for an Academy 
Award earlier this year for his cinematog
raphy in Clint Eastwood's western 
Un/ orgiven. 

It would be invidious to suggest that 
Banff is the best film festival around - how 
could you compare the grandeur of the 
Rockies with the charm of Trento - but it 
is certainly the most innovative. McDonald 
has instigated a very positive approach 
with the unique idea of taking the film 
festival to the people, since Banff is not 
just round the corner for most of us. The 
best films will go on tour just after the 
festival end, showing at around 80 venues 
throughout North America, Europe and 
Japan including the Royal Geographical 
Society on December 9th. 

The festival is also embarking on an 
'action-based school touring programme' 
for students in western Canada as a means 
of communicating environmental aware
ness and celebrating adventure. Festival 
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co-ordinator Debbie Smythe explains: 
'Through the screening of appropriate 

films followed by community-based envi
ronmental projects, we are hopeful that 
this programme will spark a lifelong inter
est and commitment to the environment. ' 

Ron 'Ogre' Fawcett 
Hot from his triumph at the Trento film 
festival where he won a prize for his film 
Ballooning Over Everest, Leo Dickinson 
has been filming in the Alps this summer 
for a project that has long obsessed him -
recreating some of climbing's greatest 
escapes. Ron Fawcett doubled for Doug 
Scott and the south face of the Aiguille du 
Midi doubled for the Ogre as part of the 
reconstruction of Scott's legendary crawl 
down the mountain with two broken legs. 

While researching for the project, 
Dickinson persuaded Chris Bonington, 
Doug Scott and Clive Rowland to meet, 
the first time they had done so since the 
expedition. Some of the best stories about 
Bonington arose from this expedition -
'Just think of the book advance!' he is 
reputed to have told his companions while 
fighting for survival - but the great man 

Ron Fawcett, who spent the 
summer on his knees 
recreating Doug Scott 's 
crawl down the Ogre . 

has passed them all for the film. Fawcett 
meanwhile has been complaining of sore 
knees. 

Other films in the series for the UK's 
third channel include the recreation of Joe 
Simpson's epic on the Dru when the ledge 
he and his companion were bivouacking 
on fell off. The film crew's polystyrene 
rocks were left in the valley when they 
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came to film the abseil into the Dru couloir 
from the Flammes de Pierre (I won't tell 
you where it was filmed - see if you can 
guess when you see it) so they resoned to 
using real ones instead. Dickinson is , 
however, noted for the realism of his films. 
Save you sympathy not for the stuntmen 
but for the production assistant whose 
introduction to climbing was emerging 
from the Midi telepherique to descend the 
snow arete. 

Poprad film festival 
Next month sees the launch of a new film 
festival in the Republic of Slovakia. 
Organised by Gabriela Reckova, wife of 
the Slovakian climber Juraj Recka, the festi
val runs for five days from October 13th 
and will include categories on moun
taineering, rock climbing, skiing and ski
alpinism, cultural life in the mountains, 
the mountain environment and a catego1y 
for all those other spons that require pints 
of adrenalin but nobody knows quite 
where they belong. 
There are prizes, although the organisers 
don't say for how much, and there will 

Above: Juraj Recka , co
organiser of the new 
Poprad film festival. 

be a pre-selection committee. More infor
mation can be sought from Gab1iela at the 
Poprad Film Festival, Popradske nabr. 
2802, 058 01 , Poprad, Slovakia; telephone 
+42 92 614 45 or fax +42 92 618 06. 

The town itself is on the edge of the 
Tarras, an increasingly popular destina
tion for trekkers and climbers as well as 
being a noted cross-counuy skiing reson. 
But, as their tourist brochure tells us, 'what 
makes every bean throb in Poprad is ice 
hockey.' You have been warned. 

HIWS 

Lowe Alpine bought out 
The international equipment manufaturer 
Lowe Alpine has been bought out by a 
management team lead by Andrew 
Williamson, formerly chief executive of 
the Leisure Division of Famco Holdings, 
Lowe's previous owner. Lowe is based in 
Kendal where its UK distribution 
subsidia1y Europa Sport is also located. 
Its manufacturing base is in Tullamore, 
Ireland and its US distribution and design 
facility is sited in Colorado. Lowe employs 
287 staff world wide and the group had 
sales last financial year of £22.3 million. 
Williamson reports improved sales and 
profits despite the US and UK recessions 
and with a new range launched this year 
the company seems bullish about the 
future. 

Asolo upgrade 
The interesting observation to be made 
by the gear freak about Joe Simpson's new 
book - which features the heady Alpine 
world of the early to mid 1980s - is that 
everybody pictured in it from those days 
is wearing Koflach Ultras. This is the case 
no longer and boot manufacturers can 
learn seminal lessons from how Koflach 
lost its market share - in the UK at least. 
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Asolo, which assumed the role of market 
leader with Expeditions, AFSl0ls and 
Supersofts, continues to revamp its range. 
In 1994 Asolo introduce the AFS103 which 
will replace the AFS101 altogether. This 
new boot has been designed for mixed 
routes, big walls and general moun
taineering and includes additional compo
nents like a carbon-fibre shank. 

Asolo is also launching a revamped 
Runout in 1994 incorporating Kevlar into 
this already successful rock shoe. The 
company claims that using Kevlar provides 
a reduced break-in time and greater dura
bility in the upper with much less stretch 
- a problem in most brands of rock shoe 
and not just Runouts. 

Washing line 
A recent impon into the UK from the New 
Zealand company Paua is the Dobi, a 
cunningly designed rope brush. Anybody 
who read the rope repon in MoRe 2 will 
appreciate the impo1tance of keeping your 
string clean. The Dobi works on ropes 
between 8mm and 11mm and basical ly 
consists of a plastic tube filled with small 
but hard-wearing revolving brushes. Just 
add soap, water and a vigorous pumping 
action and your rope is restored. They are 
imponed by Lyon Equipment, cost £8.99. 

Silva GPS 
Silva has just launched a revolutionary 
new navigation system called the GPS 
Compass and Navimap. The system comes 
in two elements; a hand-held Global 
Positioning System (GPS) wid1 a magnetic 
sensor uses satellites to locate your posi
tion - counesy of the US Department of 
Defence - and then calculates the direction 



you are travelling in. The Navimap illus
trates - literally - your position on the 
map without needing to know your longi-

rude and latitude or having a grid on the 
map. GPSs have been used for some time 
by mountaineers, Brad Washburn used 
one on Everest and Chris Bonington had 
one in Greenland this year, but they have 
in the past only been used to fix position, 
not predict direction - which is what the 
magnetic sensor is used for. 

While Lake District fell-walkers will 
hardly be queuing up to buy one, the 
product could have real benefit in less 
frequented areas. The battery-powered 
GPS Compass also has a built-in altime
ter, is waterproof and runs off six stan
dard AA batteties. We hope to be allowed 
to test one in the near future. 

GEAR / NEWS 

Paramo Nevada 
This is a new mountaineering pullover 
and salopette system incorporating the 
Nikwax Analogy System. Rather than use 
waterproof fabrics that breathe such as 
Gore-Tex, Paramo clothing's outer layer 
is windproof but not intended to be water
proof, instead using the same principles 
that furry mammals rely on to keep warm 
(natural oils, cunning use of hair) by coat
ing their clothes with Nikwax TX l0i and 
designing them to draw condensation off 
and repel rain. Paramo also combines 
some of the ventilation benefits of the 
Buffalo system - a big problem with layer 
systems. The garments seem thoughtfully 
designed with the unique demands a 
mountaineer makes taken into considera
tion - test report soon. 

Camp Woodpecker 
Bendy shafts remain in vogue as Camp 
launch its new axe - the Woodpecker. 
The company combined their expertise 
with that of Du Pont and a number of top 
mountaineers including Slovenian Torno 
Cesen who, on getting hold of the new 
tool, is reported as saying that 'I have 
never had anything so wonderful in my 
hands'. The axe may be good but one 

can't help feeling that Tomo's been miss
ing out somewhere. The principal feature 
of the new axe and hammer combo is the 
double-'S ' shaft. Other features include a 
single attatchment point for the inter
changeable heads and a new style of grip. 
The axe weighs 775gm Camp is impotted 
into the UK by Allcord. 

Faders recall 
Lyon Equipment has had a Faders 10mm 
karabiner (Model 40010) returned with 
displaced pins at each end of the gate. It 

was one of a special batch which were 
entirely black in colour. Tests have shown 
that this problem could possibly occur on 
other karabiners from the same batch. 
Should you have bought any of these -
or, as a retailer, keep any in stock -please 
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Gear that doesn't 
get in your way 
North Cape clothing performs bur does not 

intrude. It guarantees protection but without 

being cumbersome. 

Our gear is designed by experts and 

tested by mountaineers, explorers, 

yachtsmen and thousands of enthusi

asts every year. 

Using the finest performance fabrics, 

our 3 layer performance system beats 

the worse of Winter weather. 

• Base Layer: Rhovyl Plus, fast 

wicking, comfortable and warm. 

• Mid Layer: Polartec, unlined and 

reversible options. 

• Outer Layer. breathable, 

waterproof Cyclone. 

If you want clothing that 

performs - and doesn't gee 

in the way - you want 

North Cape. 

Send for 1993/94 brochure. 

NORTH 
CAPE 
North Cape (Scotland) Ltd., Munro Road, 
Springkerse Industrial Estate, Stirling FK7 ?SW. 
Tel: 0786 463983/464411. Fax: 0786 450563. 
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Sleeping tightly 
In the second part of his 

appraisal of bivouac gear 

Dick Turnbull considers 

weatherproof outers and 

explains the advantages of a 

vapour barrier system. 

H aving looked in the last issue at 
insulation mats and at the filling 
of your bag, the real hurdle 

appears. How much do you want to pay? 
It's largely up to you of course, but it's 
important to know what to pay for as 
there are technical minimum standards 
and it's unwise to ignore them. These 
standards are like a threshold which is 
worth paying a premium to get over but 
once reached , paying more is a matter of 
personal evaluation. For instance, down 
sleeping bags shou ld always feature box 
baffling - to efficiently hold the down in 
place - as a technical minimum but 
whether the buyer should tl1en go fu1ther 
and pay more for a more sophisticated 
T-section baffling or varied sectional box 
baffling (squares, diamonds, vertical and 
horizontal baffles) is a matter of subjective 
measurement. This is an impo1tant point 
as the difference between having box 
baffling - a technical minimum standard 
- and not is great whereas the differential 

fill factor 
This is a comparative measurement of down 
quality. A specific amount of down is placed in 
a standard-sized graduated transparent tube. 
The height the down lofts to is known as the 
fill factor. The higher the figure the more loft 
the down has and the better an insulator it is. 
So goose down with 85 per cent new down 
(the remainder is made up of small curled 
feathers essentially to keep the down from 
premature clumping) which has a fill factor of 
650 is top quality with a long life expectancy 
and a superior insulator. A down and feather 
mix of 55 per cent with a fill factor of 400 is 
below the minimum standard for real 
efficiency. 

Cool air gap in bivouac and sleeping bag combination 

No cold air gap 
high temp gradient 

Std nylon inner 

Heat source 

High temperature gradient in breathable waterproof-shell bag 

between having a sophisticated box 
baffling is not so obvious and often not 
pa1ticularly good value. 

Weatherproof outers 
This topic is perhaps the least important 
for most people. If you want a good 
general bag for four season use in a hut 
then you definitely don't need the addi
tional expense of a water or weatherproof 
cover. However if you want a bag for 
bivvying in the Alps then you need some 
so1t of weatl1er protection. Again the real 
issue is how to choose. 

First, again ask yourself what you want 
it for. If the bag is primarily for outdoor 
use - outside a tent - then a waterproof 
cover is clearly a good idea as normal 
bags do not use waterproof as standard 
outers. If not there's no good reason. It's 
simple but many buyers don't go through 
this discipline and often make the wrong 
choice. 

The next choice is really a technical 
one although there is a practical usage 
side to the choice that, of course, further 
complicates matters. The question is does 
one buy a breathable or waterproof 
bivouac bag or does one buy a sleeping 
bag complete with its own water or 
weatherproof layer? In nine time out of 
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ten a bivvy bag (Gore-Tex for full, zip
up cover - see reviews - or modern 
breathable PU fabrics for covers that don't 
include your head) is the most useful and 
versatile approach. However - and there 
usually is one - it will cost you at least 
£100/ $130 and often a lot more. Once 
bought this will work reasonably in all 
conditions and can be used with any bag 
or on its owm. More importantly, it can 
be used only when it's necessary thus 
prolonging its existence. 

This approach cannot guarantee 
complete satisfaction - I did say there 
was usually a 'however' - as an external 
extra cover is technically not breathable 
enough to ensure that your bag does not 
restrict and trap a significant level of 
condensation in most conditions. For one 
night's use this can be judged acceptable 
but for prolonged· use this low level of 
performance wi ll eventually seriously 
impair your bags performance. 

The relatively poor performance of 
breathable separate-layer covers is 
explained by the low temperature/ pres
sure differential between outer and inner 
when used with an efficient-sleeping bag. 
For efficient breathability, the tempera
ture differential or gradient between outer 
and inner should be high. However the 



efficient insulation of the sleeping bag 
prevents this by trapping and retaining 
heat so breathability is reduced and 
condensation enhanced. Condensation 
quickly coalesces to form large water 
droplets - or freezes - at the dew point 
on the cold inner surface of the outer 
shell. To overcome this is a relatively 
simple matter that can be achieved in two 
very different ways. 

Bivouac shell sleeping bags 
One solution to the condensation prob
lem is to reduce the number of fabric 
layers between the user and the outside 
environment. Simply this means replac
ing the standard outer of the sleeping bag 
with a breathable waterproof fabric. By 
doing this the cold air gap between sleep
ing bag outer and bivvy bag shell is 
removed. Consequently the build-up of 
condensation is reduced as the new inter
face between cold outer air and warm 
inner air takes place with a steeper pres
sure/ heat gradient between them and 
breathability is greatly enhanced. 

By covering a bag with breathable 
waterproof fabrics such as Gore-Tex, 
Shelter and so forth, the survivability of 
the bag's loft in wet and exposed frozen 
conditions can be significantly improved. 
Thus the approximate efficient function 
time of a standard bag would be an hour, 
the same with a breathable bivvy bag 
would last one or two days and the inte
grated bags would still be snuggly after 
three to six days. 

This of course presumes that. the outer 
shell has a standard waterproof construc
tion such as taped seams and fully 
flapped zips. However, to achieve 
genuine bivvy bag status the bag must 
feature a full hood that will protect the 
user's head in storm conditions and 
prevent the elements from pouring 
through the bag's only weakness - the 
spot where you get in. Very few bags 
feature this but the Rab Expedition (Rab 
1994 expedition models have a standard 
flap fitting around cowl area to facilitate 
the addition of a hood if required) and 
the Mountain Equipment Special Redlines 
and Everests both have generous hoods 
that allow you to live rather than just 
exist. 

Bags such as these are specifically 
designed for extreme use and as a result 
are expensive and somewhat restricted 
in their general use but for those attempt-
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ing modern alpine-style mountaineering 
were efficiency and survivability are of 
paramount importance these sleeping 
bivvy bags are the state of the art. If your 
usage is only to be in extreme cold condi
tions then seam taping is not essential as 
snow rather water is your main problem. 
This helps as it makes the bags cheaper. 

Vapour barrier 
The other approach to maintaining loft 
and, therefore, efficiency in your sleeping 
system is the vapour barrier technique. 
This is a simple concept. Keep your bag 
dry at all times. Do not let water near it 
either from outside - rain, melting snow, 
spilt tea - or from inside - sweat. All this 
takes in practice is two large polythene 
bags - one for the outside and one for 
the inside with the bag sandwiched in 
the dry air in between. It sounds like a 
sauna bath and certainly would be if used 
in conditions above 0°C but below this 
it is perfectly acceptable. 

The main problem with this system is 
that it makes bags more dificult to use -
to get into for example. For this reason it 
is mainly used in areas where sleeping 
platforms are more commodious and 
tents are used. In areas like Alaska and 
Patagonia with extreme cold and wet 
climates vapour barrier techniques come 
into their own. In fact, when used with 
synthetic low water absorption bags it 
can prove to be the most efficient way 
of preserving loft and insulation. But most 
Brits don't use it because first they don't 
know about it and second it sounds 
bloody horrible and sweaty. Despite this 
vapour barrier inner and outer bags are 
available but only from a few sources. 
For 1994 Rab has introduced a clever 
combination inner and outer bag called, 
tentatively, the Condom which should at 
long last make the Brits take this radical 
but effective technique seriously. 

Technical minimum standards: This is a rough 
guide to the minimum level of technical sophistication 
for good down and synthetic sleeping bags. 

Down 
Fabrics: Outer - lightweight, high dernier, down
proof, high tenacity, nylon. Inner - lightweight, high 
dernier, silk finish, nylon. 
Filling: Duck or goose down - 80° down or more 
Fi ll factor (see box for definition) of 500 or more 
Construction: Mummy shape, differential cut 
between inner and outer fabrics, box foot, shaped 
cowl hood, box baffling, shoulder baffle, full length 
baffled zip (optional but a good idea in warmer bags) 
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temperature guide 
Down filling weight in grammes (y axis) 
Down quality (x axis) 

Down/ Down Down Down 
feather 450 550 650 

1.100 -15 C -20 C -25 C -30 C 

1.000 -10 -15 -20 -25 

900 -5 -10 -15 -20 

800 0 -5 -10 -15 

700 3 0 -5 -10 

600 5 3 0 -5 

500 7 5 3 0 

These figures are for bags which meet 
minimum technical construction standards 
and are approximate. The UK seasons 
designation is as follows: 

Season Actual Minimum 
number use temp C 

Summer 5 
2 Summer, late spring 

and early autumn 0 

3 Summer spring 
and autumn -5 

4 All seasons -15 

5 Expedition -25 

These figures represent minimum 
temperatures where the user can sleep and 
are necessarily arbitrary depending on 
user's metabolism. expectation and 
stoicism. I personally advise a pessimistic 

approach to manufaturer's temperature 
ratings and downgrade them by 
approximately 30 per cent to get a figure 
you can rely on. 

So long as you are certain that all the bags 
you are considering satisfy these minimal 
technical requirements (stated below) and 
you have been rigorous in your analysis 
of the bag's purpose then you can stalt to 
evaluate their relative value. That's the 
point where no one can help you - if 
you like blue and it costs more then make 
up your own mind. ■ 

Synthetic 
Fabrics: As for down bags but proofed against fibre 
leakage 
Filling: Proven synthetic, short staple, high 
loft/compression fibre. Exampes are Holofill 2, 
Qualofil, Liteloft, Polarguard. 
Construction: The same as for a down bag but with 
an offset double construction and waffle baffling. 

Fibre pile 
Fabrics: Outer - Pertex outers, windproof. 
Inner: Acrylic-backed polyester fibre 
Filling: Fibre pile - as above 
Construction: Mummy shaped & tight-fitting, short zip 
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return them for inspection and rep lacement at Lyon 
Equipment 's cost. The address is Lyon , Dent, Sedbergh, 
Cumbria LAlO 5QL. 

Green jackets 
Malden Mills, who make Polartec fabrics , is launching a range 
made from recycled polyester. The new line, available from 
next spring, feanlt'es Polartec 200 and 300 with a base layer 
scheduled for the autumn. Maiden's General Manager claims 

it will have the 
'same feel and 
look as the exist
ing Polartec 
range. The new 
range w ill a lso 
have the added 
benefit of our 
proven DWR 
water-repellent 
finish.' They have 
already imple

mented a number of environmentally responsible measures 
including the recycling of water during manufacture. 

Windproof fleeces 
South America is proving a popular location for expeditions 
sponsored by Duofold. The British Apolobamba Expedition 
and the Scottish Cordillera Real Expedition are both taking 
Duofold clothing. Their reputation for base layers is already 
well-known but we have had a Duofold Jacket on test over the 
summer and it proved especially useful in the Alps. Totally 
windproof - researchers at Leeds University put the fabric in 

a wind tunnel and cranked it up to 150mph - with no signs 
of condensation, it kept its shape and offers good value at 
£89.95 in compasrison to similar products. The jacket is not 
waterproof - a technical inability to tape the seams scotches 
that one - the fabric is. It also has an elastic drawstring around 
the waist - a big improvement on waist bands. 

Satellite of love 
'Baggage weight is crucial in the gruelling spo1t of mountain 
climbing' opens Inmarsat's press release extolling the vi1tues 
of their satellite phone. Which is why - at a whopping 47lbs 
- you might think Ga1y Ball and Rob Hall would have left it 
at home. Far from it. On their guided trip to Everest this year 
they found that 'on a routine basis it alleviated the stress of non
communication'. Since the only people who can afford to 

climb Everest now 
are tycoons and 
speculators, then 
keeping your 
clients in touch 
with their global 
empires is essen
tial if you want to 
collect your fee. It 

could also come 
in handy ordering 
pizza. ■ 

OUR BIGGEST 
SHOP YET 
OPENS 
SATURDAY 
18th 
SEPTEMBER 

► Full range on 
display in our 
biggest and 
brightest shop 

► Full Cotswold 
service and usual money-back 
guarantee 

► NEW FEATURE- BARGAINS 
ROOM with 1,000 discontinued and 
clearance lines 

THE OUTDOOR PEOPLE 
Lower Northam Road, 
Hedge End, Southampton 

~ (0489) 799555 

FREE AUTUMN CATALOGUE UPDATE 
48 Pages in Full Colour - out soon . For your copy, 
'phone 0285 860612 or send the coupon below. r,---------------, To: Cotswold Camping Ltd. Broadway lane, South Cerney, I I Cirencester. Gl7 SUQ 

Please send me your Catalozue D I I Please send me your Autumn Update* D OEB 193 

I I Name .............. ............................... .... ........................... ... .. ................ . 
I I I Address ............................................................................................. I 
I .............................................................................................................. I 
I ..................................................................... Postcode ..................... I 
I *Existing mail order customers should automatically I 

receive their copies by mid-October 

L---------------~ 
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1989. 

Four years ago, Snugpak were the first to introduce 

a sleeping bag covered in parachute silk. 

We called t e range "Softie". 

And eve year since, we've been improving it. 

This yea , for instance, we 've given the Osprey a 

broader neck baffle. We 've pleated the hoods on al l 

4 models. And all except the ultra-light Merlin have 

compression stuffsacks included . 

Now, of course, there are other bags which are similar. 

But there are still none which are identical. 

Unlike others, we 've had 4 years to improve and perfect 

our product. 

Unlike others, we're insulating with a high-thermal 

uperfine fibre from Neidhart. 

And, unlike others, every Softie bag is made in Britain. 

In our own factory. 

So Softie bags from Snugpak are still the foremost 

lightweights for 1993. 

Buy an.y other and you might catch a cold . 

TESTED IN TOUGHER PLACES THAN YOU'LL BE GOING 

Brett Harris ltd , Waterloo Mills, Howden Road, Silsden , West Yorks 8D20 0HA. 
Telephone: (0535) 654479. Fax: (0535) 652503. 

1993. 

3-season bag weighs approx 1400g, pack size 
(uncompress,d) 38 x 17cm. 

2-season summer bag weighs approx 1100g, pack size 
(uncompress,d) 34 x 15cm. 

ReflectaTherm metallised barrier layer produces 
warmth with even less weight. 2 seasons, approx 
750g, pack (uncompressed) 27 1 18cm. 
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Kii llSI 
Being an expert in both extreme rock 
climbing and extreme alpinism means 
that Andy Cave makes more demands on 
his kit than most. 

WHEN I CLIMB I am fuelled by personal 
desire, desire for adventure. What kind 
of jacket I am wearing on my back is 
secondary. There are , however, certain 

Of course good ropes are no use if 
they are tied into useless anchors. As 
expensive as hardware is I try not to be 
too tight-fisted, especially when descend
ing. I always prefer to have two anchors 
whert rapping and, on a couple of occa
sions this has saved my life. 

Climbing on Mount Blanc a couple of 
years ago, my partner and I (canying very 
small rucksacks indeed) were caught in 
an unexpected storm. There was no time 
to waste and out to the left of our route 

I continued climbing. It was extremely 
hard work ascending vertical water ice 
with my mallets. By contrast my partner, 
Alex, seemed to float up every pitch. 
Eventually, halfway up the route , we 
agreed to relegated my axes to use by 
the second only. 

As this example illustrates, the envi
ronment often dictates what gear should 
be used. When climbing technical routes 
on smaller mountains, I prefer my plas
tic boots nice and snug, but in the 

....,,,,,,....,,,,....._.._"'"" Himalaya I wear them overly large. 

items of kit from which I demand the 
best performance. With these I am reluc
tant to compromise. Let's start with ropes. 

I'm sure most of us have memories of 
climbing on ropes well past their sell by 
date. I can remember abseiling in to Wen 
Zawn at Gogarth with a ve1y well known 
climber only to discover that his 9mm 
rope had whole sections of serious sheath 
damage, so bad that the core was actually 
hanging out. We persuaded him to patch 
the rope with half a role of finger tape 
before setting off on the route , but even 
that didn't really inspire confidence. 

Usually you can tell when a rope is 
worn out. As well as visible signs you 
should know the rope's histo1y and there
fore be in a position to bin it or relegate 
it to towing. I am not an expert on rope 
dynamics but I do know that they snap. 
When I buy a rope I buy a good one. I 
pay more but I know that I am going to 
get a lot of safe mileage. 

Andy Cave on the classic 
Yosemite 5.11 roof 
Separate Reality. Cave is 
equally at home on hard 
alpine faces or Himalayan 
giants. 

was a fast looking line of ice. Immediately 
we put a Friend in a crack and made a 
diagonal abseil. We lost £30 worth of 
gear, but got off the mountain safely. 

Right tools for the job 
This March, walking into cirque de 
Garvarnie my Spanish friends howled 
with laughter at my ice tools. 

'What are these,' they asked incredu
lously. I tried to justify my incredibly 
blunt tools by saying that I had recently 
been mixed climbing in the Cairngorms 
and fancy axes were no use there. 

'Well here you are climbing waterfalls 
and your axes look pathetic' 
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This seems to prevent your toes 
turning into pieces of burnt toast -
touch wood. 

Multi-purpose 
Concentrate on one aspect of climb
ing and your costs will be less and 
your life simpler. If you stick strictly 
to sports climbing then 10 quick
draws, a harness, rope, chalk bag 
and boots should do you. If you just 
climb indoor walls , even better -
your risks and costs will be kept to 
a minimum. There is always the risk 
of dying from boredom though. 

But I love all aspects of climbing 
and try to select gear that has many 
potential uses. When it comes to 
plastic boots and sleeping bags, I 
need big ones and small ones, but 
there are other items that are incred
ibly versatile; things like my Rab 
Kinder jacket which is superb. I can 

wear it bouldering in Northumberland in 
January, in Nepal in April, then for belay
ing at the wall in November. 

Compromise, no matter how clever, is 
often not worth it though. What to do 
with your plastic boots when rock climb
ing in the Alps is an age-old problem. I 
once had some boots that were designed 
to fit over rock boots - simply a vibram 
sole with a nylon upper. 

They took crampons and I used them 
to descend Mount Blanc de Tacul after a 
rock route. They were okay but as is 
common with such specialist pieces of 
equipment there was a huge compromise 
involved - no ankle support, not water
proof, not comfortable ·_ so despite their 
lightness I stopped using them. 

No fancy frills 
I can't help believing that some items of 
gear, for example rucksacks, despite now 
being better designed in terms of comfort 



seem to have deteriorated in quality. They 
sport more straps, drawcords and 
dazzling colours but what happened to 
the sack you could drag through airports, 
kick around a bit or even use as a haul 
bag on the occasional pitch. True , 
modern rucksacks are made from lighter 
materials and we welcome the drop in 
weight. But there is no excuse for poor
quality stitching. 

Light is right 
Before setting off on a route I 
always try to assess what is essen
tial and what is not. For Tomo 
Cesen a flask of black coffee and 
two cheese pasties is sufficient for a 
solo ascent of a new route on 
Jannu. 

For most of us, however, a little 
more would be required. It is a 
personal thing of course; we 
balance our ability against the 
intended route. What is a no-sleep
ing-bag-two-Mars-bars route for one 
party is a three-day-shopping-trol
ley-full-of-food route for another. 

One thing I feel is important is 
togetherness, both during the plan
ning and the execution of a climb. 
If you are to climb together on a 
route then the food and rack -
everything - should be a joint deci
sion. Inefficiency between a pair 
can have disastrous consequences. 
A few years ago two friends of mine 
set off on Les Courtes in winter. The 
word in the valley was that condi
tions on the face were excellent. 
One of the climbers decided to 

carry minimal gear as the climb 
would probably only take a few 
hours. 

However, the other climber was 
about to embark on a trip to the 
Himalaya and wanted to get in as 
much bivouac experience as possi
ble before leaving. When they 
arrived on the summit, much later 
than expected, the climber canying 
little gear was shocked to see his 
partner pull out an enormous sleep
ing bag and bag of food and declare 
that they were about to bivouac 
rather than descend. Back in the 
valley the following day the one 
who bivouacked with nothing had 
rather wooden toes. 

I think it was Reinhold Messner 
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who spoke of three phases of develop
ment in climbing. In the Alps, first the 
major peaks were climbed, then more 
difficult routes were added and finally 
came the age of style. The same devel
opment is now apparent in the Himalaya. 
Undoubtedly the enormous advances in 
equipment have contributed to the more 
stylish ascents. 

Speaking personally, I hate feeling 
cumbersome and weighed down on the 
hill. I am always prepared to try out a 
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new piece of kit or leave things behind if 
it 's going to make life easier. Whether a 
route is a single Sa pitch or a mountain 
8,000 metres high is not all that impor
tant. How we climb routes is more impor
tant and if today's equipment allows us to 
climb with ever better style, that's fine by 
me. Standing at the bergschrund on a 
moonlit night with kit for only one clay 
and knowing full well you'll have to work 
damn hard to make it - that is adven-
ture. ■ 
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No mere variation 
If you want to climb in the 

Alps in winter or just escape 

the crowded pistes, then ski 
mountaineering is the 

answer. Brian Hall explains 
how to get started in this 

fast-growing sport. 

' s ki mountaineering,' wrote Sir 
Arnold Lunn, 'is no mere vari
ation of mountaineering. It is 

the result of the marriage of two great 
sports, mountaineering and skiing. ' 

When I first visited the Alps over 
twenty years ago, skiing was ridiculed by 
climbers. A few years later while strug
gling - on foot - to the bottom of the 
Jorasses, a group of skiers swept by, 
whooping with joy. I resolved to learn 
to ski. 

I soon became addicted to the thrills 
of piste skiing but as a mountaineer, I 
am naturally attracted to the tranquility 
and challenge of the mountains. 
Mastering off-piste skiing was difficult but 
essential to get away from the crowded 
pistes but in time I was exploring the 
snow-dad mountains with a previously 
unknown ease and freedom. I had 
discovered ski mountaineering. 

The term ski mountaineering is used 
to describe traversing mountainous areas 
and ascending and descending peaks on 
skis. These are worn whenever possible 
though occasionally they are removed on 
particularly difficult sections such as rocky 
summit ridges where crampons and axes 
will be used. Ski touring describes more 
or less the same sport, though skiers use 
it for less arduous routes where there is 
a greater emphasis on skiing than moun
taineering. 

Where to go 
Wherever there are snow-covered moun
tains you can ski mountaineer. The 
European Alps are ideal, however, since 
in winter they are usually covered in 
snow and yet have a Continental climate 

which provides plenty of good weather. 
Many of the traditional Alpine towns such 
as Chamoni.x, Zermatt, Arolla, La Grave, 
Val d'Isere and Solden make great centres 
for ski mountaineering. My own favourite 
is Chamoni.x, since you can combine a 
holiday of ski mountaineering , piste 
skiing, icefall climbing or alpine winter 
mountaineering, which should take care 
of the inevitable variation in weather and 
conditions. 

There are numerous tours accessible 
from Chamoni.x, using, for example, the 
Flegere lift system to access the Aiguilles 
Rouges. A typical one-day tour from here 
crosses the col des Aiguilles Crochues, 
then the col du Berard. From the Grands 
Montets lift there are some fantastic trips 
within the Argentiere, Tour, Trient and 
Saleina glacier basins. Typical are the col 
du Tour Noir, col du Passon, Trois Cols 
or an ascent of the Aiguille d'Argentiere 
via the Milieu glacier. 

When it comes to longer trips in the 
mountains many people start with the 
Haute Route which traverses the Alps 
between Chamoni.x and Zermatt and then 
Saas Fee. It is a magnificent journey 
taking a week to ten days journey with 
many variations which can make the trip 
easier or harder. Its classic status does 
make it very popular which may dissuade 
those looking for solitude. 
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Above: Ski touring close to 
roads or lifts offers a gentle 
introduction to ski 
mountaineering - on the 
Swiss border with the 
Grand Combin (4314m) 
behind. 
Right: Off-piste skiing 
offers an escape from the 
crowds but requires 
experience and practice. 

The Bernese Oberland, I think, 
provides the best high ski mountaineer
ing in the Alps and is often in condition 
until the end of May. Several famous 4000 
metre peaks can be climbed mostly on 
skis, making it very attractive for moun
taineers. A personal favourite of mine is 
the Gross-Grunhorn but the 
Finsteraarhorn, Fiescherhorn, Jungfrau , 
Trugberg and Gross Wannenhorn are all 
excellent ski mountaineering peaks. You 
should reserve huts early in this region 
as they are always full in the peak period 
of April and early May. 

Other alpine areas I particularly recom
mend are The Gran Paradiso in Italy, 
particularly the touring from the Benevolo 
refuge and the ascent of Gran Paradiso 
itself. The Dauphine, based at La Grave, 
provides some of the best off-piste skiing 
and introductory touring on the edge of 
the massif. Meanwhile within the range 
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Above: Taken during the 
last day of the popular 

Haute Route while skiing 
down the Stockji Glacier 

with the Matterhorn 
(4478m) behind . 

itself there is much more remote and diffi
cult touring. The Vanoise are very popu
lar with downhill skiers but away from 
the lift system the touring can be fantas
tic. By using a combination of huts and 
lifts to the best advantage a ski safari can 
be undertaken catering for those who 
prefer to maximise skiing and minimise 
uphill work. In Austria the 6ztal and 
Stubai Alps are perfect for the novice and 
for intermediate ski touring. 

Winter conditions are extremely fickle 
in the British Isles, though Scotland, and 
in particular the Cairngorms, can offer 
excellent skiing. In the meantime be 
prepared to ski on heather, rock and ice 
in a white-out. If you are lucky and hit 
one of the few clays when good weather, 
snow and you , are all there at the same 
time, then you can have a great clay out. 
I had one such memorable occasion on 
a cold March clay a few years ago which 
I spent traversing the Cairngorm four
thousanclers with complete snow cover 
and not a cloud in the sky. 

Ski mountaineers are becoming 
more adventurous and looking 
outside the traditional European 
areas. These include the High Atlas 
in Morocco, the Southern Alps of 
New Zealand , the Arctic and 
Antarctic regions , Alaska , North 
America and regions of the 
Himalaya. In some of these regions 
Telemark or cross-country equip
ment is more appropriate and the 
lack of huts requires carrying every
thing on your back. 

The Himalayas and other high
altitude regions provide a complex 
problem for the ski mountaineer. In 
winter the climate is generally too 
extreme and together with the many 
other problems associated with high
altitude mountaineering, it is unlikely 
to become popular as a sport in its 
own right. However skis are used 
by many expeditions for load carry
ing when conditions are suitable. 

When to go 
The best time for alpine ski moun
taineering is traditionally between 

early March and the beginning of May. 
Before this period glaciers are not suffi
ciently covered and the snow pack has 
not stabilised. Also, days are short and 
the weather is colder. After spring the 
snow disappears quickly from all but the 
highest areas and even here the warm 
weather limits skiing to the morning. 
However, over the last five years excep
tionally good weather in January and 
February has allowed good clay touring, 
and heavy late snowfalls have extended 
the season to the end of May. 

Since ski mountaineering combines the 
pleasures of skiing and mountaineering, 
it also , unfortunately , combines the 
clangers and the range of techniques to 
master as well. Don't expect to buy the 
kit and immediately go into the hills. The 
best way to stan is to take an introducto,y 
ski mountaineering or touring course in 
the Alps run by a qualified BMG or 
UIAGM guide. There are adverts in most 
climbing and skiing magazines or from 
the British Mountain Guides. 

Ski mountaineering equipment 
The gear involved is similar to that used 
for downhill skiing. The key item of ski 
mountaineering equipment is the special 
binding which holds the boot on the ski. 
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It is fixed at the toe and heel when skiing 
downhill and is released at the heel 
allowing the toe to hinge for ascent. The 
bindings have safety features which 
release the boot in case of a fall. Beware 
because these are not as effective or as 
safe as normal downhill bindings. There 
are over a dozen bindings on the market 
of which the Silvretta and Emery are the 
most popular. 

Boots 
You can buy special ski touring boots 
which are a compromise between ski and 

ski mountaineering info 
Courses and guides: The British Mountain 
Guides offer advice on ski mountaineering 
courses. Call 061 274 3264 or write to : British 
Mountain Guides, Crawford House, Precinct 
Centre, Booth Street East, Manchester M13 
9RZ. 
Mountain Experience, Brian Hall's guiding 
company, can be reached on 0663 750160. 

Further reading: There are a number of 
good technique and advice books on ski 
mountaineering although they are largely 
either just out of print or soon will be. Peter 
Cliffe's book Ski Mountaineering referred to 
by Brian Hall is one of the former although 
specialist booksellers may still have copies . 
Skiing Real Snow by Martyn Hurn and 
published by Crowood at £8.95 is running out 
rapidly although there is the possibility of a re
issue. Vic Beinn·s Mountain Skiing published 
by The Mountaineers in Seattle is also 
recommended. Contact Cordee in the UK on 
0533 543579 and in the US Alpen Books and 
Chessler Books. Guides to individual areas 
are also available. 

Equipment manufacturers: Dynastar are 
imported into the UK by Ventura Holdings UK 
Ltd., Hall House, New Hutton, Kendal, 
Cumbria, LAS 0AH. Tel: 0539 728386. 
Salomon in Britain , Annency House, Reading 
House, Basingstoke, Hanis, RG24 0TW. Tel : 
0256 479555. Nevica, lmpex House, 8, 
Scrubs Lane, London, NW1 0 6RB. Tel : 081 
969 3644. Nordica are imported by Europa 
Sport, Ann Street, Kendal , Cumbria, LA9 
6AB. Tel: 0539 724740. Stubai, imported into 
the UK by Trailwise and Grivel , imported by 
Troll, both make good ski poles. Silvretta are 
located in Germany - Munchner Str 80, D-
8047 Karlsfeld-Rothschwaige and Emery at 
BP 315, St Egreve Cedex, France. 



mountaineering boots but like most 
compromises they do not work well at 
anything. Forget them unless you are a 
really good skier as the lack of support, 
accentuated by carrying a rucsack on 
your back, will make skiing a misery. 

It is possible to use plastic moun
taineering boots in some bindings , 
Silvretta for example, but they make 
skiing really difficult and should only be 
considered by good skiers and only for 
getting to the bottom of a route. As a rule 
I always recommend standard downhill 
boots - I use rear entry Salomon. They 
are good for downhill and uphill whilst 
crampons fit easily for any climbing. 
However they are not comfortable for 
long walks out so you should carry a pair 
of trainers. 

Skis 
Skis specially designed for the sport are 
available, manufactured on a similar basis 
to compact skis. They should, therefore, 
be skied short though never below head 
height. The Dynastar Yeti is a classic 
example of these strong yet lightweight 
skis. In recent years there has been a 
move away from this type of ski to a 
recreational downhill type. These have 
easy-turning slalom characteristics which 
help improve ski performance and plea
sure. The Dynastar Vertical is perhaps 
the most popular ski of this type. It 
should be skied five centimetres shorter 
than your normal piste length. 

Skins 
To make the skis grip when ascending, 
one attaches skins to the base of the skis. 
They are coated with re-usable glue on 
their underside which sticks to the ski 
while the other side is close-cropped arti
ficial fur which lies in one direction thus 
allowing the ski to slide forward and then 
grip. Skins come in a variety of sizes, but 
they should be wide enough to almost 
cover the ski at its waist and be about 
the length of your skis. Skins are expen
sive and usually the more you pay the 
better they perform. One should only 
need to re-glue the surface after 25 clays 
of use. 

The rest 
After abusing your credit card for the 
essential items it is often u_nnecessary to 
spend more on extras. Standard ski poles 
work just as well as collapsible ones and 

TECHNIQUE/ SKI MOUNTAINEERING 

are a fraction of the price. If you can get 
an old pair of suitable skis then this 
reduces the start-up price considerably. 

You can also use virtually all of your 
mountaineering clothing. The layering 
principle is essential as the temperature 
range experienced during the clay borders 
on the extreme, from -10°C at dawn to 
+35°C at midday, and the amount 
of effort and sweat expended on 
uphill sections is very different 

, from skiing downhill where wind
chill can be a factor. 

Start with a base layer of ther
mal uncle1wear that wicks moisture 
away from the skin - I use 
Berghaus ACL - then a warm layer 
of fleece. The outer protection 
layer should be waterproof, wind
proof and breathable. Jacket and 
salopettes made from Gore-Tex are 
ideal. Don't forget to protect your 
extremities from the cold, wind 
and sun and use a high factor sun 
cream and good sun glasses. Take 
goggles for bad weather. 

All your gear should fit into a 
rucsack of between 40 and 55 
litres. The smaller the better as the 
less gear you take the more you 'II 
enjoy the ski tour. The sack should 
have side straps to carry skis rather 
than side pockets. A hip belt is 
essential to stabilize the pack when 
skiing. >> 
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Above: High-altitude ski 
mountaineering in the 
Karakoram - a bivouac at 
6,500 metres on Baltoro 
Kangri with the 
Masherbrums behind. 
Below: Skinning up at the 
Schiinbiel hut. 
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Getting started 
To give you an idea of the techniques 
you'll need to ski mountaineer I have 
listed six major topics. Although you can 
study these in books, for example Ski 
Mountaineering by Peter Cliffe and The 
Handbook of Climbing by Allen Fyffe and 
Iain Peter, the only way to learn is 
through practical experience. 

Skiing 
Before starting ski mountaineering you 
must be able to parallel ski to a 
standard which allows you to ski 
red pistes with ease. In general 
you only reach this stage after a 
minimum of four weeks skiing. 
Ideally you should also have tried 
skiing off-piste so you can appre
ciate the problems encountered 
on the full range of different types 
of snow, including light and 
heavy powder, breakable crust, 
ice and spring snow. If you can't , 
ski to thi;; level you 'll tire rapidly 
and could be injured. Peter Cliff 
sums this up by saying 'moun
taineering skills will not compen
sate for lack of skiing expertise. ' 

Mountaineering 
You need to be proficient in basic 
cl imbing techniques including 
belaying, moving together, abseil
ing, roping across glaciers and 
crevasse rescue. Also, you must 
be experienced in the use of ice 
axe, crampons and other techni
cal equipment. Having climbed 
on rock, snow and ice together 
with some alpine experience of 
at least PD standard is preferable, 
but not essential. 

Survival 
Emergency bivouacs, weather 
forecasting, first aid, rescue 
services - and how to alert them 
- and repair of equipment. When 
planning a trip assess the fitness 
and experience of the whole 
group. If you are a novice, begin 
with a short day tour near the lift 
system or road. Then progress to 
longer day and two day t:Iips with 
a night in a hut before embark
ing on an expedition that might 
typically take a week. For ones ' 
safety and enjoyment always start 

early and aim to complete the tour by 
early afternoon, thus avoiding difficult 
and dangerous snow conditions. 

avalanche transceivers. Most deaths in 
ski mountaineering are caused by 
avalanches. 

Uphill technique Navigation 
Learn how to ascend on skis and espe
cially how to operate your ski bindings 
together with the use and care of skins. 

Concentrate on route planning, choosing 
the best line in ascent and descent and 
bad weather navigation using map , 
compass and altimeter. 

Avalanches 
Understand avalanches, their prediction, 
avoidance and rescue. Learn to use 

Brian Hall is a ski mountaineering guide. 
For his course details call 0663 750160. 

New Zealand's back 
country is an unforgiving 
place. 
Out on the edge 
of Southern New Zea
land a howling southerly 
from the Antarctic can 
saturate and freeze with
out warning. 
For this kind of country 
we demanded a ruck
sack fabric that would 
get us to the end of each 
day of torrential rain and 
endless river crossings 
with nothing in our 
packs but dry gear. 
Working to refine the 
uniquely weatherproof 
characteristics of AzTec® 

rucksack cloth has taken years. 

Not just by white coated men in sterile laborato
ries, but by Macpac men and women out in the 
untracked vastness of our own back yard: the 
unforgiving mountains of New Zealand. 

Unlike coated nylon fabrics, AzTec® has no 
coating to abrade or perish. 

The waterproof quality of Macpac's AzTec® 
rucksack cloth is built into the fabric's structure 
for the life of the rucksack. 

So you can forget about soggy sleeping bags. 

When you set out to make the world's finest 
rucksacks there are no second chances. 

Because at Macpac we make your rucksacks as if 
our lives depended on it. 

~ 
macpac 

Ask to see Macpac rucksacks with the lifetime 
warranty at your specialist outdoor store, or phone us 

now on 061-474-7097 for a free 
catalogue detailing the complete selection of quality 

Macpac outdoor equipment. 
Macpac (U.K.) Ltd, · 

P.O.Box 61 , Stockport, Cheshire SK 3-0AP. 



ALEX MCINTYRE 

>> continued from page 90 
hissed sickeningly as it followed until it 
twanged taut on the single peg. 

In the murk and snow, Alex had clipped 
into the wrong end of the rope and had 
fallen the full length to the stance below. 
I tugged on the rope feeling his weight. 
It remained taut while I arranged a prus
sik and then came free. When I reached 
him Alex was draped across the two 
suspended Haston sacks looking a bit pale. 
Half whispering he said: 

'I don't want to play this game just to 
have a sack named after me. ' 

We smiled as if it were a joke and went 
back to work. The single peg on which 
he had fallen and on which we then 
jumared back up came out in my fingers. 

In 1979, the two of us climbed in Peru 
and although we made several difficult 
first ascents, a few te_nsions emerged. 
Perhaps we had become the classic jaded 
partnership. We had both left England with 
relationships with current girlfriends in 
turmoil and the temptations of Huarez got 
in the way of our climbing. We were 
unable to synchronise our hangovers. 
When we did climb, we had some fright
ening times. I remember one sleepless 
bivouac when Alex told me about his 
dread of falling rocks. 

In 1980 , Alex made an alpine-style 
ascent of the east face of Dhaulagiri with 
Kurtyka and Ghilini. It was the hardest ice 
route on an 8,000-metre peak at that time. 
The following year, the same team made 
two attempts on the west face of Makalu, 
reaching about the same height as Loretan 
and Profit. Both times they were repulsed 

THIS WINTER OFFERS:-

by bad weather at 8,000 metres. In the 
pre-monsoon season of 1982, Alex climbed 
a hard new route on the south face of 
Shisha Pangma with Doug Scott and Roger 
Baxter-Jones. During a frantic few weeks 
back in Britain, he wrote a book jointly 
with Doug Scott and the rest of the team 
about the ascent. It is a pity Alex never 
made more time for writing. His articles 
are written in a perceptive, almost reflec
tive style punctuated by indolent humour 
and very different from his brash exterior. 

After the monsoon that year we were 
back together again to attempt a new route 
on Annapurna 's south face. With Rene 
Ghilini we first did some heavy-duty accli
matisation with new routes on Huinculi 
and Tarke Kang. The weather was very 
mixed by the time we were ready for the 
main event. Our route was to the right of 
the Polish spur, the route eventually 
climbed in so bold a fashion by the 
Spanish climbers Enrie Lucas and Nil 
Bohigas who had the benefit of more ice. 
The summer of 1982 was warmer and a 
lot of rock had been exposed. On an early 
sortie to dump gear we found the initial 
couloir had become a waterfall. 

For various reasons disagreements 
emerged between us. Perhaps my ten 
years on the other two had slowed me 
and their barracking did not bring out the 
best in me as it should have done. I was 
also suffering from the shits and sleepless 
nights spent listening to the avalanches 
and rock falls. When they went on the 
face for the first serious attempt I was not 
with them. 

On the second day they reached 7,400 

GO SKI 

SKI TOURING - INTRODUCTION AND OFF-PISTE COURSES. 
BASED CHAMONIX AND LA GRAVE, FRANCE. 

metres before a 30 metre vertical rock step 
blocked their way. Two rock pegs were 
not enough to frig it. Having recovered 
from a week in camp I watched their 
descent with growing relief from a small 
peak opposite the face , hoping for a 
second chance. Through the binoculars I 
watched as they set up a bivvy, the bivvy 
bag emerging from a sack in a sudden 
explosion of red that shocked me before 
I realised what it was. 

The next morning Alex was killed by a 
single stone whi le descending the entry 
couloir. One moment I saw two figures , 
and then only one. I rushed across the 
glacier and several hours later met Rene. 
He gave me a sad, slow wave with his 
axe. It had happened and nothing could 
be done. 

The effect on those who appreciated 
Alex and the free-sty le life in the big 
mountains is still felt today. Rene summed 
it up on our last day in Kathmandu: 

'We must not dwell on what happened 
to Alex, but we must not forget him. If we 
fail in either, we may never climb again.' 

Two years ago I was crossing a 
bergschrund during a perfect moon-filled 
night on an unclimbed peak in the 
Karakoram. It was bitterly cold and beau
tiful. A sudden and unexpected shower of 
rock whined over our heads. As I straight
ened myself and shook out from a close 
embrace with the hard snow I muttered a 
little prayer: 

'Not yet Alex. When I reach the summit 
I will be your eyes and ears. My experi-
ence is yours.' ■ 

MOUNTAINEERING 

SPECIAL TOURING WEEKS - IN SPAIN'S PICOS DE EUROPA 
The Haute Route, Bernese Oberland, 
Gran Paradiso, Zermatt and the Oztal. 

INTERNATIONALLY QUALIFIED UIAGM GUIDES. 

FOR DETAILS CONTACT: 

MOUNTAIN EXPERIENCE - 0663 750160 

FROM £225 
* Full board * Ski Hire 
* 6 days skiing 
* Instruction 
* Guiding 

SAE for details: 
SPARK VIEW 
BAKEWELL 
DERBYSHIRE 
DE41BS 
TEL: 0629 813346 

(OR SIT IN OUR GUESTHOUSE AND WATCH SOMEONE ELSE DO IT) 
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American Alpine Institute Ltd. 

NORTH AMERICA CLIMBING 
Alaska - McKinley Expeditions (West Buttress. West Rib, Cassin Ridge); 

spectacular glacier ski tours; guided climbs of Alaskan classics; 1st 
ascents in the St. Elias Range, American Alpine Institute is an 
authorized concessioner of Denali (McKinley) National Park. 

Rock Climbing - Joshua Tree, Baja Mexico, Squamish, Sierra Nevada, 
Red Rocks, Bugaboos, Cascades. Year round. 

Alpine Mountaineering - Glacier travel, ice & rock skills & a series 
of ascents: 6, 12, 24, & 36 days. Alaska, Washington, California. 

Summer Ice Climbing - Advanced skills for all snow & ice types, 
Includes ascents; Cascades or Alaska. Prev. experience required, 

Technical Leadership Program - 24 & 36 days; Wash. & Calif. 
Expedition Training - Himalayan & Alpine styles of ascent. 
Classic Climbs - The great routes of North America. 2-10 days. 

MEXICO, THE ANDES & PATAGONIA 
Mexico's Volcanoes - Intro. to high altitude climbing & ascents to 

18,800' on N. Am 's 3rd, 5th, & 7th highest summits. 1 & 2 weeks. 
Ecuador - 2 week trips on 18,000 to 20,000-loot peaks; 10-day 

Antisana Expedition; 14-day El Altar Expedition. Galapagos option. 
Bolivia - Ascents of 18,000 to 21,000-foot peaks; instruction at basic 

& advanced levels; acclimatization treks to remote mountain areas. 
Patagonia - Alpine climbs at basic & intermediate levels near Fitzroy 

& the Torres de! Paine. Also trek only option. 

INTERNATIONAL 
Swiss & French Alps - Classic ascents at all levels. including Mont 

Blanc, Matterhorn, & Eiger. 5 & 10-day rock & alpine courses. 
Everest Area Climbing & Trekking - Including Gokyo Valley, Kala 

Patar, Everest Base & Lhotse Valley; trek only or ascend Lobuche 
(20,076') & Island Peak (20,306'). 3 or 4 weeks. 

Annapurna Area Climbing - Including Marsyandi Valley, Thorong La, 
Tibetan frontier, trek only or ascend Chulu West (21,060'), Thorong 
(20,096'), & Fluted Peak (21,323'). 3 or 4 weeks. 

Expeditions - McKinley, Moose's Tooth , Aconcagua, Ancohuma. 
Illampu, Antisana , El Altar, Waddington, Robson. 

AMGA Accredited 

For free brochures call or write: 

Ml, 1515 - 12th H-11, Bellingham, WA 98225 USA 
206-671-1505 

' -->'V \ . 
_..,..,_.,.h. 

MOUNTAIN-: ~!!!~ • 
EXPERIENCE - c!u',oe's 

ALPINE CLIMBING COURSES 
Chamonix Based 

SKI MOUNTAINEERING COURSES 
EXPEDITIONS 

UIAGM QUALIFIED GUIDES. 
Brian Hall, Mountain Experience• 0663 750160 (24 hrs) 

ECIIPSE 
OUTDOOR 
DISCOVERY 
--()--

Rock * Spanish Rock Climbing * 
Alpine * Alpine Ski-touring * 

-t, Climbing & Trekking * 
APPLY: The Secretary, ECLIPSE LTD. 

Cragwood House, Windermere, 
Cumbria LA23 1 LQ Tel: 05394 44033 

C[assic 'J,lepa[ 

Specialists in small group climbing and 
walking holidays throughout the 

NEPAL HIMALAYA 
For a brochure contact: 
Classic Nepal Ltd ., (M}, 
33 Metro Avenue, Newton 
Derbyshire, DESS SUF 
Tel: 0773 873497 (24 hrs) 

FULLY 
BONDED 
~ 
CAA 

~ 

Mountain Guiding 
& Instruction 
Scotland - France 

Switzerland 

Throughout the year we try 
and turn mountain dreams into 

happy memories. 

t~ l Brochure: \ AMI _; 
Alan Kimber 

'Calluna', Heathercroft 
Fort William, PH33 6RE 

Scotland 
Tel : (0397) 700 451 

CUILLIN GUIDES 
Courses in all aspects of moun
taineering 
Ridge Walking & Scrambling 
(Skye Munro's) 
Basic Rock Climbing 
Classic Routes 
Cuillin Ridge Traverse 
Alpine Courses 
Wild Country Back Packing 
Winter Mountain Craft 
Snow & Ice Climbing 
Private guiding by arrangement 
(throughout UK) 
Send stamp for brochure to Gerry 
Akroyd, Stac Lee, Glenbrittle, Isle 
of Skye, lnverness-shir!!. 
Telephone: (07478) 640289. 
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HIMALAYAN GUIDES 

Our plans for 1994 include: 

CARSTENZ PYRAMID 
ACONCAGUA 
KHUMBU 3 PEAKS 
ALASKA 
DIRAN 
AMADABLAM 
Mt VINSON 

February 
February 
March 
May/June 
July/August 
OcVNovember 
December 

land cost 
Inclusive cost 
Inclusive cost 
Inclusive cost 
Inclusive cost 
Inclusive cost 
Land cost 

US$ 7,000 
£2,280 
£1,780 
£1,880 
£2,680 
£3,280 

US$22,700 

We don't do trekking. We don't do a glossy happy holidays brochure. We 
mountaineer. Enquiries about specific trips elicit specific information. 

Tel/Fax: 031 44 7 4036 106 Thirlestane Rd, Edinburgh, EH9 1AS 

28 on Everest Summitl 

We have successfully guided expeditions to Mount Everest in '90, '92 and 
·93 placing a world record total of 28 climbers on the summit. 
Join the most successful Everest expedition guides during the spring season 
of 1994 for our fourth ascent of the South Col route. 
Also ask for dates of our regular expeditions to Aconagua, Carstensz 
Pyramid, Vinson Massif and Mount Cook. 
For a free colour poster and our latest newsletter, 
call, fax or write to: 

Adventure Consultants 
P.O. Box 10-274, Christchurch, New Zealand 
Tel: 010 64 3 365 3544, Fax: 010 64 3 365 3664 

ACONCAGUA 6940m 14th Dec 93 3wks £2685 
CHO OYU 8153m 10th April 94 6wks USS 6225 
MERA PEAK 6276m 10th Oct 93 4wks £1835 

22nd April 94 4wks £1995 
RAMDUNG 5925m 4th March 94 4wks £1995 
KILIMANJARO 5895m 29th July 94 3wks £1725 
PUMORI 7161m 11th Nov 94 5/6 wks £3850 
ALPS Matterhorn, Mt Blanc Summer94 £945 

For full colour brochure contact 

ASCENT TRAVEL, 20 Mid Causeway, CULROSS, 
Fife, KY12 8HS. Tel/Fax: UK 0383 880432 

OUT THERE TREKKING 
Expeditions• 1993 

Muztagh Ala x Pik Karl Marx x Pik Lenin x Everest 
Pik Korzhenevsky x Pumori x Cordillera Real 

Expeditions - 1994 
Arna Dablam x Changtse x Cho Oyu & Shisha

pangma x Aconcagua 
Trekking Peaks 

Mera :x Ararat & Damavand x Ecuador Volcanoes 
Mexican Volcanoes x K2 & Gondokoro La 

Elbrus x Bieluka 

For full details of these and all our other treks and 
expeditions, send for our new colour brochure 

OTT 
LK h2 ~EITLEHA\t ROAD, SHEFFIELD SX XSX 

TEL:t17-C5~508 FAX:07➔~5511~1.1 
USA: PO BOX i•.11. BERKELEY. CA '14711\ 

TEL ()Ill) 141 h)2• 

PERU,CHILE 
ECUADOR 

M \n( PATAGONIA 
~ VENEZUELA 

ANDES, 53 Castle St, Kirkcudbright, 
DG6 4JD Scotland. (0557) 31747 

TREKKING, MOUNTAIN BIKING AND 
MOUNTAINEERING IN SOUTH AMERICA 

A STUART MILLER 
~ #~<:> ~<:> ~~<:> ~"" ~~<:> ~<:> 

"-'"ca o"~ c,v~ ,,.,-t c,v~ v~~ 
rlf> c,.f5" 'l~"'---~ &+: ~"'G o'< ~~~-q, ~ 

Specialist Private Guiding for Individuals or Groups 
Beginner to Extreme, 1 can hetp fulfill the Dream. 

Eel Crag, Melbecks, 
Braithwaite, Keswick, Cumbria CA 12 STL 

07687 78517 

PETE HILL& 
GEOFF CHARLTON 
FOR SUMMER & WINTER COURSES IN 
THE CAIRNGORMS, NORTH WALES AND 
THE LAKE DISTRICT. 

INTRODUCTORY AND INTERMEDIATE 
ROCK CLIMBING 

ROPEWORK AND SCRAMBLING 
HILLWALKING AND NAVIGATION 

MULTI-ACTIVITY SAMPLER 

FOR PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION IN 
MOUNTAIN ACTIVITIES CONTACT US 
AT: 

HIGHLANDER MOUNTAINEERING, 
HIGHLEA, AUCHNARROW, GLENLIVET 

AB37 9JN, TEL 08073 250 (24 HRS) 



COURSES/GUIDES 

Eda le vta Activity Centre 
BEGINNERS AND IMPROVERS CLIMBING WEEKENDS 
BEGINNERS AND IMPROVERS NAVIGATION WEEKENDS 
MLTB SINGLE PITCH SUPERVISOR TRAINING & ASSESSMENT 
MLTB MOUNTAIN WALKING LEADER TRAINING 
WINTER MOUNTAINEERING SKILLS (SCOTLAND) 

OR Courses designed specifically for you . 

For further details contact: 
Edale YHA Activity Centre, Rowland Cote, Netherbooth, 

Edale, Sheffield 530 2ZH Tel: 0433 670302 

~~ mountain MERLIN activities 

Rock Climbing, Mountaincraft, 
Navigation & Guiding 

Snowdonia, Lake District & Alps 

Structured courses of instruction for the 
novice and the experienced, for individuals 

and groups. 

Guiding for all levels of ability 

For more information, brochures and lx>okings: 
Merlin Mountain Activities, 

PO Box 726, Llanrwst, LL26 0PZ. 
Tel: (0492) 641241 (8.00am • 9.00am) 

Mountain First A 
9th - 10th Oct Wt~ 
£95 -· 
M.L U. Training 
11th- 16th Oct 1993 

£150 

Phone us ~@14 for .. 
■ CLUB DINNER MENUS 
■ ROCK CLIMBING TUITION 
i::l PARAGLIDING TUITION 
□ GUIDED ADVENTURES 

In New Zealand 

0286 - 871179 

i=l-1-i►i 
CLIMBING GUIDES (PHONE ORDERS) 
Mountaineering books (081 340 1953). Sec
ond hand mountaineering books. Catalogue 
available. 

: / :.\ Peak Intern.tion#l Alli& Mou11lalnccrb1g, Ski-louring 
a11d lrekkh,g nvrldn1dc. 

Russia, Nepal, Canada, Africa, China, Chile, Iran, 
Ne.v Zealard, Alaska, Greenland, Europe. 0.-er 
21 expeditions to Russe and CIS alone. e.g. ~k 
Lenin - Juty 94 £1785 ex London. Ski TooriC9 · 
Urals, March 94 £1485 ex Lon. Trekkng • Pamirs, 
June 94 £1485 ex Lon. 
+ Assnibcine, Muztagh At,. Mera, Damavard, Mt 
Kenya, Aconcagua and others. 
cau 0296 624225 for run detalls. 

--BRAEMAR NORDIC 
SKI CENTRE 

UK's widest range of nordic and 
alpine ski touring equipment. Spe
cialists in hillwalking and moun

taineering gear. 
SEND FOR FREE COLOUR CATALOGUE OR 

GAU. IN AND SEE us! 
Mar Rd, Braemar, Aberdeenshire 

AB35 5YL Tel: 03397 41242 

EWP • CAUCASUS & 
MT ELBRUS 1994 

SPRING: Heli-Skiing & Ski Tour
ing. 

SUMMER: Mountain Treks with 
Ascents of Elbrus. 

32 Seamill Park Cr., Worthing, 
BN11 2PN 

Tel: 0903 237565 Fax: 239660 

STUART MILLER - MOUNTAIN GUIDE 
AND OFF-PISTE SKI SPECIALIST. PRIVATE 
Gu1□1NG for individuals or Groups. 
CHAMONIX OFF-PISTE January 94. 
RUSSIAN CAUCASUS EXPLORATORY SKI 
TouR - May 94. Discuss any other 
ideas with Stuart. Eel Crag, Melbecks, 
Braithwaite, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 
5TL. Tel: 07687 78517 

HANDS OF A CLIMBER: 
A LIFE OF COLIN KIRKUS 

by Steve Dean 

Jack Longland admired him, Menlove Edwards respected him, 
'AB' Hargreaves and Alf Bridges loved him like a brother, 

Joe Brown and Don Whillans looked up to him and were both in
spired by his writings... Colin Kirkus, the most influential figure 

in pre-war Welsh rock climbing. 

A comprehensive biography with over 60 illustrations, many pre
viously unpublished. Available from good bookshops or from The 

Ernest Press, 1 Thomas Street, Holyhead, Gwynedd LL65 IRR 
Price £15.95 (Please add 10% towards post & packing) 

BREDE ARKLES BUNKHOUSE IN SNOW
DONIA. 15 Bedded, Full facilities. £4 
nightly or £50 for complete hire. Tel 0286 
870518 or write with SAE to BUARTH, DI
ENIOLEN, GWYNEDD LL55 3NA. 

Spain's Picos de Europa. 
Casa Gustavo Guesthouse. Fabulous 
food. Climb, cave, ski , walk, hike, bike 
or just sit. Guide & transport available. 
Telephone 0629 813346. 

iiiifJMii 
MLM 

Systems 
OFFER WORLDWIDE EXPEDITION CON
SULTATION AND LOGISTICS. TOTAL LO
GISTICAL SUPPORT FROM START TO FIN
ISH. ALSO EXPEDITION TO HIDDEN PEAK 
(8068m) JUNE/ JULY 94. 
PHONE/ FAX: 0286 871184. TY GWYN, 
NANT PERIS, GWYNEDD LL55 4UE 

LOW COST AIR 
FARE SPECIALISTS 

~ 
-~J?.I.,,;"\, --KATHMANDU £440 DELHI £326 

LOSANGELES F2fr7 NAIROBI £310 
AUCKLAND £680 SYDNEY £625 
MEXICO £340 TOKYO £470 

Plus flights worldwide 
15 years experience 

PEAK FLIGHTS 
2 Meal Street, New Mills, Stockport, 
SK12 4AH F.I.T.A. Member 

0663747 747 

CAIRNGORMS/LOCHNAGAR, 
Braemar Bunkhouse. Sleeps 26. 
Groups or individuals welcome. Moun
tain bike hire and outdoor equipment 
shop. Mar Road, Braemar, Aberdeen
shire AB35 5YL. Tel: (03397) 41242. 

iiitiMii 
VIXEN 

FABRICS 
Stockists of high 
perfonnance& 

specialist fabrics 
k, experienced rnarufa:llrers of cµ,ity ootdoor 
cbhng, we co,, speciaise n 1he SlWY of fatx'cs 
such as Malden fleece, Moolbe, Brea!haljes, 
etc, 1ogetta ,s;it, =-occesocres such as 
zi:,l, th'eoos ard lasta1rgs. 
We are rappy to SlWY smal cµ,ntities at oom
petitive prices, ,_;it, ro rrnrrun order. We offer 
ooxJU1ls 00 cµ,nli!y pudlases, ard v.il be 
pleased to diso.Jss trooe orders. Visitors are al
~ 'N01alrre, t7y ,.-rangemenl 
Ot.r calalogJe is free, i1cid1g base 5"T"!)ies of 
aJ'f fatx'cs 'M"ictl illa'estyou. (A9x6S'\Ewcu:J 
be awooatecJ, trarks). Uit B (MR) 

Phone & Fax: ReEdards RooJ 

090064847 ~ 
OJraia CA 14 3YF 

89MHll·E 
HIMALAYA 

Two person team with authorization on 
Mt. Cho Oyu for winter 93/94, and K2 for 
spring 95. Looking for other team to 
share expenses. Contact: Juan-Carlos 
Piedra, Gare 14, 1028 Preverenges, 
Switzerland. Tel: 41 /21 /801 09 91 or 
Fax: 41 /25 70 33 47. 

--........... 
WEST·MERCIA 
INSURANCE• SERVICES ..... ,, ... 

Leisure insurance 
specialists for over 

20 years 
Travel and Equipment insurance for 

Mountaineering and all outdoor 
pursuits including mountain biking. 

Special schemes for Expeditions and 
School Groups. Commercial insurance 

including leaders and instructors 
liability, commercial property and 

equipment. 
For full details contact 

WEST MERCIA INSURANCE SERVICES 
High Street, Womborne, 

Nr Wolverhampton, WV5 9DN 
Tel: 09021192661 Fax: 0902 894212 



ALEX MCINTYRE 

Alex McIntyre by John Porter 

' I often feel, and even more 
deeply than I realise, that fate 
and character are the same 
conception.' Friederich von 
Hardenberg 1772-1801 

Alex McIntyre died at the age of 28 while 
attempting an alpine-style ascent of a new 
route on the south face of Annapurna. 
In the five short years that he was active 
in the Himalaya he became one of the 
most influential climbers of his genera
tion. Messner described him as 'the true 
purist of the lightweight approach'. To 
prune weight, rope sheaths were 
employed as the second rope, sle~ping 
bags and stoves were discarded from 
rucksacks as would-be climbing partners 
looked on in dread. This style of climb
ing with minimal gear set an example for 
many lightning ascents of 8,000-metre 
peaks in the 1980s. 

When not climbing, Alex made his 
mark in other ways, as an innovative 
designer of equipment for Karrimor and 
as a popular and respected National 

Officer of the British Mou11taineering 
Council between 1978 and 1980. 
Whenever in public, on a dance floor or 
in a lecture hall, he was the leading expo
nent of a life style that mixed hard climb
ing with sex, drugs and rock and ice. 

In 1972 Alex came to Leeds University 
to study law. There he fell in with a 
talented but anarchistic group of climbers 
which included John Syrett, Alan Manson, 
Pete Kitson, Brian Hall, Bernard Newman, 
John Powell and Roger Baxter-Jones to 
name but a few. I was also a member of 
that long-haired, long ago radical team. 
We had a reputation for hard climbs but 
with the notable exceptions of the rock 
exploits of Syrett, Kitson and Manson, 
most of us did not climb as much as we 
might have. In truth, we excelled primar
ily at late night drinking followed by 
harrowing ascents of most of the struc
tures in Leeds. The days were spent 
recovering, divided randomly between 
classes, the pub and Almscliffe. The taste 
for hard climbing was gained during 
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extended periods during winter terms in 
Scotland and the Alps in summer. 
Between the two Alex served his appren
ticeship. 

By 1976, Alex had many difficult routes 
to his credit, including two new routes 
on the north face of the Grandes Jorasses 
and early ascents of many Argentiere and 
Mont Blanc faces. Among his early char
acter-forming experiences were the third 
solo ascents of Zero and Point Five in 
appalling spindrift. By today's standards, 
these solo ascents may seem common
place but they were achieved with a 
primitive axe and an ice hammer as the 
second tool. 

In 1977 Alex entered 'a new arena, 
climbing the unclimbed 2,200-metre north 
face of Bandaka in the Hindu Kush with 
Voytek Kurtyka and myself. A few days 
after his return he made the first alpine
style ascent of the Eiger direct with 
American Tobin Sorenson in four days. 
In 1978 the three of us from Bandaka 
together with Christof Zurek made an 
eight-day ascent alpine-style ascent of the 
south buttress of Changabang. It was a 
splendid time. Five nights were spent 
suspended in hammocks designed by 
Alex. His flare for lightweight equipment 
were essential to success on many of his 
climbs. 

By now I knew Alex better than 
anyone. He was incredibly bold, if a bit 
lazy at times. He had only two living 

· nightmares; being in a field of cows and 
being hit by falling rocks. Very little else 
phased him. On Changabang on the sixth 
day, we shared a vision of fate. Light 
snow was falling and we were socked in 
on a vertical wall with no apparent begin
ning or end. It was a hauling day for us 
and we were about to abseil to the lowest 
stance to fetch the remaining two Haston 
sacks. Alex clipped into the coiled rope 
on our tiny ledge , stepped off and 
vanished into a syvirl of mist. The rope 

continued on page 87 << 



JHREEDOME 2000 

vfedium size base or backpacking tent - very 
·oomy for two with masses of headroom. Small 
-ear porch & door with huge ventilated front bell. 
rhis original Phoenix design has been copied all 
JVer the world - but nowhere to our standard. Not 
1erhaps recommended for use on exposed mountain 
;ites but a great all rounder. 
1 Twin entrances front and rear with multiple 

door openings and ventilator 
I Mosquito' Door: Two Standard 
I Groundsheet: Neoprene Taped 
1 Flysheet: P.U. Nylon Taped 
I Colours: Gold/Brown, Green 
I Weight: Sib 6oz (3.8kg) 
I Pack size: 60cm x 18cm 

g~ []m)S()" ''"1 
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PHALCON PHREAK 

Extremely roomy tunnel tent with Traditional 'A' pole design but with 
s~perb bad weather performance. . original Phoenix extended twin 
Light enough for one to carry_but gives entrance front bell. Lots of storage 
real comfort for_ two: Journalist Kev s ace here plus the rear zipped bell. 
Reynolds descnbes rt as "Europe's P , . 
P t /'ttl t t" The Phr k, th Ideal 1or the novice camper yet more 
111}£5 . 1 e en · 1 ea ,or e than tough enough for the serious 
mneti_es but not so ugly. backpacker. Very stable in wind. 
■ Twm entrances front and rear 

with multiple door openings & 
ventilator 

■ Twin net doors 
■ Three pre-formed alloy poles 
■ Neoprene groundsheet 
■ Colours: Supalite Brown/Gold, 

Green 
■ Weight: 61b 10oz (3.00kg) 
■ Pack size: 52cm x 17cm 

■ Mosquito Door: Standard 
■ Groundsheet: Neoprene 
■ Flysheet: P.U. Nylon Coated, 

Taped 
■ Colours: Brown or 

Green 
■ Weight: 61b 11oz (3.05kg) 
■ Pack size: 50cm x 17cm 

COVERING 
ALLlHE 
ANGLES 

T hat's what Phoenix do with the 
broadest range of tents 

manufactured in Britain today. Twenty 
six designs cover every specialist 
application you may dream of - we have 
ridges, domes, tunnels and bivis. 

All designs pitch flysheet or outer 
first, the only sensible way to design 
tents for British conditions. 

You'll also find that our technical 
skiwear, winter mountain clothing and 
Gore-Tex fabric shell waterproofs cover 
every application. 

Check Phoenix out at your local 
retailer or contact us for brochures. 

9PHOENIX 
Rise~ #e. on,t,Y"t»Tf 

PHOENIX MOUNTAINEERING LTD, 
COQUETDALE TRADING ESTATE, AMBLE, MORPETH, 

NORTHUMBERLAND, NE65 OPE. ENGLAND. 
TEL: (0665) 710934. TELEX: 537681. FAX: (0665) 712585. 

PHREERUNNER EB 
(Extended Bell) 
Single skin Gore-Tex fabric allows 
maximum volume for minimum 
weight. Comfortable for two, 
immensly strong through its 

PHREEBOOTER 

- triangular guys. Simplicity to 
pitch, ideal backpacking, 
mountaineering bivi & mountain 
marathon tent. 

An extended enlarged version of the 
Phreeranger. Good two person 
backpacking unit, lots of headroom, 
large ventilated bell end and with 
the stability of a triangular guying 
system. Voted best new design of the 
year at its launch at the largest tent 
show on Earth the AN. W.B. at 
Larserbos in Holland. Easy to pitch. 

L\~ 
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■ Twin zip bell entrance 
■ Ventilator 
■ Mosquito Door: standard 
■ Groundsheet: P.U. Nylon 
■ Upper: Gore-Tex fabric 
■ P.U. Ripstop Nylon bell 
■ Colours: Brown/Gold, Green 
■ Weight: 41b 6oz (2kg) 
■ Pack size: 49cm x 15cm 

■ Twin zip door multi opening 
ventilated fly 

■ Mosquito Door: standard 
■ Groundsheet: P.U. Nylon 
■ Flysheet: Taped Ripstop Nylon 

P.U. Coated 
■ Colours: Brown/Gold, Green 
■ Weight: Sib 8oz (2.5kg) 
■ Pack size: 52cm x 17cm 

A Phoenix original with two skin design developed 
from the award winning Phreerunner. Triangular 
guying system on a single pole gives exceptional 
strength - vertical end walls keep the inner fabric 
off your face and make it a really comfortable one 
or two man design. It makes the best use of space 
you can get under a single hoop, and is one of the 
finest lightweight tents money can buy. 

■ Twin zip flysheet entrance 
■ Ventilator 
■ Flysheet: Taped Ripstop Nylon P.U. Coated 
■ Colours: Brown/Gold, Green, Delph Blue 
■ Weight: 41b 13oz (2.15kg) 
■ Inner net door standard 
■ Groundsheet: P.U. Nylon 
■ Pack size: 52cm x 17cm 

,os~ 
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Crib Goch 

Aonach Eagacl_l. 

AFX530 Pennine Way 

Mountaineering. Rock Climbing. 
Backpacking. Telemarking. Back 
C~untry Skiing. Asolo has been 
the choice of professional 

mountain guides and ex:peditioners solo performan, 'ce 
for over a decade. Now Asolo has 
created a line of footwear for trail 

AFX341 AFX337 AXW775 

hiking and all-terrain walking. 
Designed and constructed with the 
same world class commitment to 
excellence. From Mt. Everest to 

Death Valley-and all the dirt, 
mud, and snow in between
Asolo deans up. 

AXW757 

Asolo is only available from the country's best outdoor shops. For a catalogue and list of stockists write to 
Asolo/Ventura, Hall House, New Hutton, Kendal, Cumbria, LAS OAH. 
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