


Single Half 
5 5 

.. 
Elongation <8% Elongation 
under 80Kg load under80Kgload 
Sheath slippage <40mm Sheath slippage <40mm 
Weight per metre Weight per metre 
Number of bobbins Number of bobbins 

Verdon Legend 
10 10 

The diagram be/aw is an example 
of a factor 2 fall. 
The rope ,s litted with a weight of 80 Kg and 

raised to a height of 2.5m above beloy. It is 

then allowed to foll until the rope is at its low

est possible point below the belay. 

This instrument records the amount of impact 
force oppl,ed to the weight. This is the force 

applied to the climber and his equipment. 

Name Twin Cascade 
12 double 15 double 

Elongation 
underB0Kgload 
Sheath slippage <40mm 
Weight per metre 
Number of bobbins 
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features: 

28 Cerro Torre 1959 revisited 
Michael Bearzi and Ken Wilson 

re-examine Maestri's claim for the 
first ascent of Cerro Torre 

38 Climbing in Sweden Patrik 
Leje on Europe's hidden gem 

46 Seven days on Shiprock It's 
controversial but he did it, and he 

got permission. Cam Burns 
reports from the desert 

52 Robert Jasper 
Malte Roeper profiles 
Germany's rising star 

58 Miroir, Miroir 
Claude Remy describes 
the climbs and history of 

the Miroir d'Argentine 
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Front cover: Chamonix ace Thierry 
Renault on Digital Crack (Ba) on the 
south face of the Aiguille du Midi. 
This is how the route should, in our 
opinion, look. Unfortunately there are 
bolts in it which have been digitally 
chopped with the aid of a computer. 
They are included on the contents 
version. Which do you prefer? 
Photograph by Rene Robert. 
Top: Cam Burns cleaning the third 
pitch of Friggin' in the Riggin' - see 
page 46. 
Middle: A historic encounter between 
Cesare Maestri and Ken Wilson at the 
height of the controversy over the 
1959 ascent of Cerro Torre. From left 
to right: Ian Roper, Wilson, Sheridan 
Anderson, Alan Heppenstall and 
Maestri. 



Looking for a really good mountaineering read? 
Then you need 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL 
1994 

The Alpine Journal is the world's leading moun
taineering year book, and is essential reading for all 
who climb in the Alps and the Greater Ranges of the 
World. 

In the 1994 Alpine Journal 
* Rick Allen climbs the North Face of Dhaulagiri by a 

new route 
* Mick Fowler makes the 1st ascent of Cerro 

Kishtwar with Steve Sustad * Alison Hargreaves solos tbe Big Six Alpine North 
Faces * Martin Moran traverses the Alpine 4000m peaks 
with Simon Jenkins 

* Area Notes, Expedition Reports, Reviews * Over 50 Pages of photographs, colour and black and 
white 

The Alpine Journal is distributed by Cordee, and is 
available from leading climbing equipment retailers 
and bookshops. 

£18.50 
(free to members of the Alpine Club) 

ALPINE CLUB 
55/56 Charlotte Road London EC2A 3QT 

Tel (071) 613 0755 

THE SECOND STEP 
FINE RARE AND OLD MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS 

PAINTINGS AND MEMORABILIA 

"WHEN MEN AND MOUNTAINS MEET" 
AN EXHIBITION OF 

MOUNTAIN PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS 
by mountain artists, past and present, 

including Alpine Club members 

December 6th-13th 1994 
at the Alpine Club, London 

We ask artists and owners to submit exhibits 
for display or for sale 

Deadline for entry forms: Friday October 14th 1994 

Details/Entry forms from: 
The Second Step 

York Arcade 
80, Islington High Street 

Camden Passage 
LONDON NI SEQ 

phone/fax: 071-359 6412 

SCOTTISH WINTER ICE? 
ALPINE NORTH FACES? 

ANTARCTICA TO THE HIMALAYAS? 

·BUFFALO . 
. QUARANTEED TO KEEP YOU COMFORTABLE 

NOBU 

. -- ,· 

\ ,:.. •. . 
' , -.. •. • J , 

BUFFALO-provides a prg,.ven clothing system for Sc0ttish 
Winter conditions for £220 or te1>s for the complete set 
(waterproofs and thermals not re--'Juired) . See the range at . 
the North West's qiggest stocki.st. 

Needle Sports, 56 Main Street, Keswick, 
CumJJria, CA12 _5JS: Tel & Fax 07687 72227. 

· FreE3 tnal oefore you buy! . 



The next time you pack your gear for climbing or trekking abroad. don't forget 

your most important piece of equipment. BMC insurance. 

Not only does it cover you for rescue and hospital expenses should you have 

an accident on a mountain. all your baggage can be insured too. 

And because BMC insurance is designed by people who know 

the mountaineering world from top to bottom. you're sure to get 

the right amount of cover. 

So call 061 273 5835. You'll find our quote is anything but steep. 

(i/i;J 
BRITISH 

MOUNTAINEERING 
COUNCIL 

British Mountaineering Council, Crowford House, Precinct Centre, Booth Street East, Manchester Ml3 9GH Tel. 061 273 5835 Fax. 061 274 3233 



NEW STORE NEW STORE NEW STORE NEW STORE NEW STORE NEW STORE 

·--

OPENING ON 

SATURDAY 23rd JULY. 
AT 32 CHURCH STREET 

CROYDON SURREY 

TEL: 081 680 8798 

West 

Field & Trek's 
New Shop 

OPENING HOURS 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 

9.30 a.m.- 6.00 p.m. 

LATE EVENING 

THURSDAY UNTIL 8.00p.m. 

~ 
To Addiscombe 

and West Wickha 
Bromley A232 

NEW STORE NEW STORE NEW STORE NEW STORE NEW S.T ORE NEW STORE 
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1 O out there: 
Pakistan backtracks on new 

regulations for sub-6,000ers. 

Chamonix hospital blues. The rise and 

rise of Malcolm Smith. 

"14 notes & records: 
Nepal pre-monsoon. 6,000ers of the 

former Soviet Union. Aid climbing in 

Britain? Where else. Peak fee guide. 

Norway's Arch Wall gets winter 

ascent. Winter Alps report. 
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64 departments: 
No place to fall A second helping of 

Victor Saunders. Telluride Cam Burns 

reports. Ecology Bringing water to 

Hushe. Health David Hillebrandt on 

what the needle gives him. Boots A 

market survey of the plastics available. 

82 once in a lifetime: 
Steve Haston by Victor Saunders. 

Top: Dave Hillebrandt 
offers advice on what to fill 
your backside with on 
page 72 
Left: James Howell coming 
out of Parliament House 
Cave at North Stack, 
Gogarth. 

MOUNTAIN REVIEW 
Editor: Ed Douglas. Contributing editors: Mick Fowler, Bernard Newman. Audrey Salkeld. Himalayan editor: Rob 
Collister. Alps editor: Andy Macnae. United States editor: Cameron M. Burns. Technique editor: Mark Digg ins. 

Medicine editor: Dr Charles Clarke. Correspondents: Liz Hawley, Malle Roeper, John Cleare, Harish Kapadia, Roger Payne, Eric Bj0rnstad, Dave Wilkinson. 
Commercial director: Greg Rimmer. Office manager: Sinead McMahon. Advertising manager: Simon Moody, Warners Group Sales, The Mailings, West 
Street, Bourne, Lincolnshire PE10 9PH. Tel: 0778 393313 Fax: 0778 425437. Please refer al l advertising enquiries directly to Warners Group Sales. 

All unsolicited material should be sent with an SAE. Materials submitted are al sender's risk. Individual items. including photographs. should be clearly marked with name & address. Written material can be sent on 3.5" disk as text. 
The views expressed in this publication are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the views o, MOUNTAIN REVIEW'S ownership or staff. MOUNTAIN REVIEW is published by OTE Media Services in the middle of the months of 
January, March, May, July, September and November and printed at Buxton Press. The activities depicted herein carry a risk of personal injury or death. Rock climbing, ice climbing, mountaineering, skiing and all other outdoor 
activities are inherently dangerous. The staff and management of MOUNTAIN REVIEW do not recommend that anyone participate in these activities unless they are experts, seek qualified professional instruction and/or guidance, are 
knowledgeable about the risks involved and are willing to personally assume all responsibility associated with those risks. ISSN 1352 - 0563. 

Editorial and subscriptions: PO Box 21, Buxton, Derbyshire, UK. SK17 9BR /Tel: 0298 72801 / Fax: 0298 72839 

MOUNTAIN 1 REVIEW 9 



above 
the rest 
"simply the best" 

Jerry Moffatt 

DR International Climbing Walls 
are an internationally 

renowned company who provide 
top quality Rock Climbing 

Walls. 

We offer expertise on all forms of climbing 
walls, free-standing towers, 

competition walls, modular and mechanical 
systems, bolt-on holds, sprayed 

and sculptured poured concrete walls and 
special climbing wall blocks. 

For the best advice in this specialist field, 
contact: 

■ 
INTERNATIONAL 

CLIMBING 

WALLS LTD 

39 Steps, Leeds Road, Pool Bank,.0tley, 
West Yorkshire, LS21 3BR, UK. 

Telephone: 0532 842369 
Fax: 0532 843128 
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Devil's Tower: This has been one of 
America's premier crags since it was first 
scaled back in 1893 by local ranchers William 
Rogers and Willard Ripley who drove pegs of 
ash, oak and willow into a crack system on 
the south side of the tower. But it's also been 
a sacred site to Northern Plains Indians. 
Indeed, some native Americans to this day 
hold title to the monolith, granted to them in 
the late nineteenth century by federal judges 
of the rapidly expanding Untied States. Some 
native Americans see climbing on the cliff as 
sacrilege. Now the government is attempting 
to cut a fine line between both native 
American interests and those of climbers with 
a new management plan. In essence, the 
plan would prohibit climbing during June, a 
sacred month to the Indians, and would also 
prohibit future bolting on the tower, including 
the replacement of ageing bolts, according to 
press reports. 'The National Park Service 
[which manages the tower] has no legal 
precedent for this,' said Deborah Liggett, 
Devil's Tower National Monument 
superintendent. 'We're trying to write new 
ground here to allow a recreational 
opportunity and protect a traditional cultural 
use. ' 

Book Auction: Bloomsbury Book Auctions , 
who ran the highly successful sale of Louis 
Baume's collection earlier this year, are 
auctioning the second part of his library on 
September 29th. The sale will also include 
the library of the Rucksack Club. Call 071 
833 2636/7. Catalogues are £8. 

Everest: If you want to make the record 
books, practise being uncomfortable. That's 
the message from Norwegian adventurer 
Erling Kagge, 31 , after he became the first 
person to reach the earth 's three 'poles'. 
Kagge has skied to both the North and South 
Poles and recently made the ascent of 
Everest, traditionally considered by many to 
be the Third Pole because it's desolate and 
big and pointy. Two days after reaching the 
summit of Everest early this summer, Kagge 
told reporters that he had never tried serious 
climbing and that he had no mountaineering 
experience when he left Kathmandu for the 
peak in March with a trip lead by the New 
Zealand guide Rob Hall. But, said the 
Norwegian, it was his polar experience that 
helped. 'The trips are completely different,' he 
said, 'but the thing that is the same is that 
you have to adapt to nature. You can 't fight it. 
I am used to the cold, to the wind. I am used 
to things being unpleasant. That helped.' Also 
on Everest, Boulder's Pete Athans set a 
record for American mountaineering this 
spring when he made his fourth ascent of the 
mountain guiding on a commercial trip for 
Alpine Ascents International. 

SMITH'S PROBLEM: Not that Malcolm Smith has one himself, rather that those 

others at the cutting edge do. Pictured above on his Fontainebleau Sb boulder 

problem Lothlorien, Smith later returned to extend the climb to 120 feet - some 

boulder problem - and increase the grade to Sb+, or French 9a, and perhaps the 

hardest problem in the world. What's more, his new line at Back Bowden Doors, 

Northumberland, is one of the hardest traditional routes done anywhere in the 

world. Transcendence, which involves French Sb climbing with danger, is given 

E9 7a. More recently he has done one-day redpoints of Cry Freedom (Sb+) and 

Mid Ledge Spread (Sb) at Malham and added a new E7 6c to the Lower North-East 

Nose of Aonach Dubh in Glen Coe. Apart from needing a mathematics degree to 

cross-reference the different grading systems now available, it's quite clear that 

Smith is now firmly established as one of world climbing's leading lights. 

Hospital Drama 
Recent incidents at Chamonix hospital 
suggest that climbers might feel more 
comfortable with a second opinion, as 
Yossi Bra in . 

WHILE MOST CLIMBERS would expect 
Chamonix hospital to be a centre of 
excellence for climbing and skiing 
injuries, the truth can be different. Within 
the space of two months this year, a 
British climber was discharged without 
being told if his neck was broken or not, 
a New Zealand skier faces a second oper
ation to correct the mistakes of the first 
and doctors failed to discover that a 
Swedish skier had snapped two knee 
ligaments. 
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Despite the double vision, slurred 
speech and vomiting indicative of a head 
injury, my locally-based partner kept 
saying, 'Insist on Sallanches, insist on 
Sallanches.' He was referring to the hospi
tal 30km down the valley from Chamonix. 

Staggering across the Argentiere Glacier 
late one March night after our 900-metre 
fall, I could not understand why Mike 
was putting so much energy into making 
sure I knew he didn't want to go to the 
nearest hospital at Chamonix which was 
also his local hospital. 

As it was, we didn't have much say in 
the matter. Ten hours spent getting up 
the Swiss Route on the north face of Les 
Courtes, 30 seconds getting down the 
north-east face and three hours spent 
staggering the two kilometres to the 



Argentiere hut and we weren't in condi
tion to argue. Someone in Paris gave 

permission for a helicopter to fly at night 
and we were admitted to Chamonix 
hospital around 4am. 

Four days later I got out with sixteen 
stitches followed the next morning by 
Mike, with three stitches and a neck 

support. I was told not to do anything 
than might stretch my stitched groin or 
left thigh. After three sets of x-rays and a 
trip to a scanner with a suspected broken 
second vertebra, Mike left hospital not 
knowing whether his neck was broken 
or not and was simply told to take it easy. 

The stitches were taken out a week 
later and it was time for me to go home 
while Mike thought about going back to 
work at Le Samoyede Tex-Mex restau
rant in Argentiere. With his French girl

friend Carole doing the talking, Mike 
found his neck was not broken and was 
told he could go skiing in his neck 
support. Asked by Carole why Mike had 
not been told whether his neck was 

broken or not, the doctor explained that 
Mike was a foreigner and that foreigners 
tended to get out of hospital as quickly as 
possible and get home for treatment or 
do runners from paying the bills. 

Mike began skiing again but his neck 
began aching and he saw a specialist in 
Chamonix who told him to stop skiing 
immediately. The specialist said Mike's 
neck ligaments were weak from the fall 

and if he hit a bump they might not be 
strong enough to hold his vertebrae in 
place. If the vertebrae failed to land in 
their proper places, he risked severing 
his spinal cord and being paralysed from 

CHAMONIX HOSPITAL 

the neck down. 
Two other cases from the small 

community of foreign climbers and skiers 
based in Argentiere up the valley from 
Chamonix show Mike's case is not 
isolated. In February, Kiwi Pete, aged 24, 
fell over while skiing and was run over 
by a following skier. A ski went over 

Pete's left forearm less than 10 ems from 
his wrist, severing the tendons used to 
control his fingers. 

Pete was taken to Chamonix hospital 
where surgeons sewed his tendons back 
together and then put his wrist and hand 
in plaster for six weeks. 

After the plaster was removed, Pete 
found when he let his wrist go limp the 
skin on his forearm moved 6cm towards 
his wrist. When he clenched his fist with 
his wrist limp, his hand jerked up. 

A trip to another hospital told him that 
his tendons had been sewn into the skin 

and he required another operation to cut 
everything open again, sew it all back up 
and another six weeks in plaster. 

In April , Swedish Helen, aged 28, fell 
over skiing and then couldn 't walk. She 
was helicoptered to Chamonix hospital 
where she was examined, given a 
prescription for a knee support and told 
to rest for a couple of weeks. 

The next day her knee was still very 

painful and she decided to go and see a 
specialist who expressed amazement that 
she had managed to get to his consul
tancy unaided. He told her she had 

snapped her anterior cruciate and medial 
knee ligaments, slapped her in plaster up 
to her hip and said she was unlikely to be 
doing much before next winter. ■ 
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Alpine warming: We are used to the idea 
that the retreat of glaciers in the Alps and 
other ranges may be due to global warming, 
brought about by atmoshpheric pollution. 
Recent work by Georg Grabherr and co
workers at the University of Vienna has found 
marked effects of alpine plants according to a 
recent edition of Nature. They collected data 
on the plants on 26 summits over 3,000 
metres in western Austria and Switzerland 
and then compared their results with 
historical records of plants from the same 
mountains. They found that the number of 
plant species on these summits had 
increased over recent years and suggested 
this is due to warmer temperatures which 
allow them to survive in the hostile 
environment. It is widely believed that global 
warming will have its most pronounced effect 
at high altitudes and high latitudes. This work 
suggests that global warming may have 
already arrived in the Alps. 

Errata: In the United States ice report in 
MoRe 8 on page 21 , the bottom of the 
second column should have read : 'The area 
has been occasionally visited by climbers, 
the best recorded history being Glen Randall 
and Pete Athans first ascent of Parachute 
Creek Falls in the late 1970s. Also in that 
report , Owan J. Goat should read Onan J. 
Goat. On the photo diagram of Burdan's east 
face included in the Jordan report on page 24 
of MoRe 8 routes A and C were transposed. 
An ambiguous photo caption in the same 
report suggested that Albert Precht had 
climbed over 600 new routes. He has, but 
most of them aren't in Jordan! The author of 
the Once in a Lifetime article of Derek Hersey 
was Bruce Woodley and not Goodley. We 
would also like to credit Eric Bj0rnstad for his 
help in compiling the United States desert 
notes in MoRe 7. 

Desert rock: Eric Bj0rnstad, meanwhile, is 
writing a guidebook entitled the Best of 
Desert Rock to be published by the 
Chockstone Press. He is soliciting topos and 
related information as well as past and 
present photographs of recommended routes 
throughout the sandstone climbing areas of 
the desert. Contributions and any additions or 
corrections to Eric's book Desert Rock should 
be sent to him at: PO Box 790, Moab, Utah 
84532, USA. Tel 801 259 7516. 

Visasports UK: This company supplies 
General Accident Insurance for all amateur 
sports or leisure activities anywhere in 
Europe. Existing policy holders are 
unaffected by the demise of Visasports in 
France, where existing cover was cancelled 
in June of this year. Visasports in the·UK is 
totally independent of Visasports in France. 



OUT THERE MARCEL ICHAC 

Health: Nomad Pharmacy is a specialist 
travel and outdoor shop with a dedicated 
travel pharmacy, specialising in travel 
medicine. They also prepare medical kits 
specifically designed for the region you're 
heading for. Nomad are at 3/4 Wellington 
Terrace, Turnpike Lane, London, NS 0PX. Tel 
0818897014. Fax 081 889 9529. See also 
page 72 for advice from Dr Dave Hillebrandt 
on pre-departure inoculations. 

Scottish estates: There has been much 
activity surrounding the ownership and 
management of some of Scotland's most 
beautiful upland estates recently. As we go to 
press, the National Trust for Scotland are in 
secret negotiation for the purchase of the 
n,000-acre Mar Lodge Estate in the heart of 
the Caimgorms. The neighbouring Glenfeshie 
estate was bought for £5 million by the Will 
Trust and early reports suggest that this little
known organisation will run the estate on a 
conservationally minded basis. This estate 
has suffered in recent years - like many 
others in Scotland - from illegal 
developments like bulldozed roads and poor 
deer management. Mountain.earing Council 
of Scotland president Nick Kempe said: 'The 
estate now faces the task of restoring one 
illegally bulldozed tract as a matter of priority 
and we would back any application the estate 
made for experimental schemes to restore 
some of the other unsightly bulldozed tracks 
as was suggested by the Cairngorm Working 
Party. Through poor management, especially 
regarding deer, the former owners have 
degraded what was left of the ancient 
Caledonian forest which is one of Scotland's 
most beautiful landscapes.' 

Fanny Fund: The fund started as a memorial 
to the British mountaineer Andy Fanshawe 
held its second annual action day in June, 
raising £1,500 in the process. Many more 
people joined in than in 1993, each choosing 
their own challenge and collecting 
sponsorship. Mark Dixon and Stefan 
Lepkowski undertook what has been 
described as an 'unWainwrightable' 
adventure, swimming across Ullswater and 
back again, running up Helvellyn and cycling 
to Borrowdale. Andy's·climbing partner Ulrich 
Jessop more or less parapented into the 
event, raising £135 in the process and Bob 
Dalgleish climbed the four 3,000ers to raise 
£241. The best effort, however, came from 
Samantha Fairman, aged six, who walked 
eight and a half miles over the Buttermere 
fells and raised £74.60. The Fanny Fund is 
set to start sponsoring individuals who wish 
to develop their interest in the outdoors later 
in the year. If you want to get involved in next 
year's action day then contact the AFMF at 
Dunfell Cottage, Dutton, Appleby, Cumbria. 

MARCEL ICHAC: The great French film-maker, a pioneer who developed the use 

of hand-held cameras in adventure filming in the 1930s, has died at the age of 88. 

After proposing to the Club Alpin Fran~ais that he shoot films for them, he 

embarked on a lifelong involvement in adventure films, having been obsessed by 

alpinism from his mid teens. Among his greatest works were Karakoram (1936) 

and the brilliant Les Etoiles du Midi which encapsulated the vibrant Chamonix 

scene of the late 1950s and featured such luminaries as Lionel Terray, Rene 

Desmaison and Michel Vaucher. He also filmed the Annapurna expedition of 

1950. His film-making skills were not confined to climbing. In 1939 he made a film 

about pilgrimages to Mecca and he also teamed up with the celebrated 

adventurer Jacques Cousteau. 

Dan1erous liaisons 
Climbing in the Himalaya usually means 
working with a liaison officer.John 
Cleare recalls some of his past experi
ences and reports on his encounter with 
India 's first female LO. 

LIAlSON OFFICERS are a mixed blessing. An 

especially Asian phenomenon, they might 
be an essential member of an expedition. 
They can be the salt of the earth and 
worth their weight in gold. In my own 
experience they're more typically expen
sive free-loaders out on a good jolly. I've 
worked with both kinds. 

Climbing in China, a few years ago, I 
was lucky enough to be allotted Mr Chu 
Ying-Hua as my LO. He had made the 
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first confirmed ascent of Everest from the 
north. Despite being confined to base 
camp by his frostbite from 1960, he 
proved a most useful friend who went 
out of his way to assist us whenever 
possible. He knew his stuff and was one 
of US. 

By contrast, on one Nepalese expedi
tion I was assigned as LO a police officer 
on what must have been punishment 
duty. Pathologically lazy, h~ commanded 
no respect among Sherpas or porters. He 
was completely ineffectual when we were 
held to ransom by armed baddies and 
was kinky into the bargain. 

Indeed, equipped to reach our almost 
8,000-metre summit as regu lations 
demanded, he came no close'r to base 
camp than one day's march. On return 



to Kathmandu he disappeared into the 
bazaar with two porter-loads of valuable 
gear never to be seen again. It is iniqui
tous to be forced to pay for such scheis
ters when a first class Sherpa sirdar is 
along anyway. 

Most LOs seem to fit somewhere 
between these two extremes, decent 
enough chaps - and they have nearly 
always been chaps - but a logistic hassle 
and poor value for money, especially on 
a small, privately funded party. Thus I 
was naturally apprehensive when the IMF 
allotted a female LO to our recent spring 
ski foray to the Gangotri. I was told that 
she was the first woman to be assigned 
to any male expedition in India. 

Perhaps a woman's psyche is better 
suited to the task, but the experiment 
proved an unqualified success. She was 
young and cheerful, a recently qualified 
hospital doctor and not only excellent 
company but also a conscientious team 
member keen to do more than her fair 
share of chores. She dealt authoritatively 
with both porters and petty officials, 
translated tirelessly, ran errands and even 
operated a massage parlour for cramped 
limbs. She had no ambitions above 
advanced base , she was not keen to 
amass expensive imported clothing and 
equipment and she never caused any 
embarrassment to four chaps twice her 
age. As one member succinctly put it: 
'She considers liaison to be her task rather 
than posturing around as an officer.' 

Hopefully we shall see more female 
LOs of similar calibre in the future. ■ 

Pakistan Sub-6,000ers 
The Pakistani government has back
tracked on plans to end unrestricted 
trekking and climbing on sub 6, 000-metre 
peaks, as Ed Douglas reports. 

UNDER THE PROPOSALS expeditions would 
have been required to go through a 
Pakistan-based trekking agency and hire 
a Pakistani registered guide. Furthermore, 
climbers and trekkers would have needed 
to specify the area they intended to visit 
whereas access was previously unre
stricted in open areas. The guide would 
have cost between $25 and $40 and a 
$20 permit would have been required. 

Following an approach by Roger Payne 
of the British Mountaineering Council 

LIAISON OFFICERS 

seeking clarification of the current situa
_tion in Pakistan, Nazir Sabir reports that 
these proposals have been withdrawn 
following a drop in visitors coming to the 
country. 

'The Ministry of Tourism did try to 

introduce some restrictions in mid April ,' 
he said, 'but due to strong reaction from 
the people of .the north, the business 
community and individual tourists , they 
had to withdraw the ru les. Thus things 
remain the same as always and all is open 
for trekking except for the Baltoro which 
is an old practice anyway. It is painful to 
see people cancelling trips to Pakistan 
due to this confusion.' 

The UIAA's expedition committee had 
shortly before called for Himalayan coun
tries to remove fees and permissions for 
all peaks under 6,000 metres and has 
strenuously opposed the imposition of 
fees outside the Himalaya such as the 
$750 permit fee imposed by the Chilean 
government for entering the Paine 
national park. 

The growing popularity of commercial 
expeditions has persuaded governments 
that there is money to be made from 
expeditions but this inevitably excludes to 
a lesser or greater extent small, self
financed trips. This argument was 
pursued by the BMC at the recent 
Santiago general assembly of the UIAA. 

In a document prepared on the subject 
for that meeting, the BMC argued that 
peak fees 'lead to expeditions needing 
large sponsorship and publicity with 
possibly gimmicks or exaggerated claims 
about the team or objective. Such expe
ditions are often large and employ vari
ous technological paraphernalia to keep 
in contact with media and sponsors. The 
permit system and regulations also favour 
commercially organised expeditions.' 

The Pakistani government had argued 
that increasing environmental pressure 
had persuaded them that their restrictions 
were necessary but the direct conse
quence of such actions could have been 
the reverse if expedition sizes had by 
necessity increased. 

Roger Payne of the BMC agrees: 
'I believe that there are many poten

tial benefits from mountain tourism which 
peak fees can prevent and reduce. We 
must use good research and identify 
examples of good practice and make the 
authorities in host countries aware of how 
to achieve these benefits.' ■ 
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Cerro Torre: In this issue of Mountain 
Review we have focused on the disputed 
ascent of Cerro Torre in 1959 by Cesare 
Maestri and Toni Egger. The doubts cast on 
this ascent by some of his Italian 
contemporaries prompted Maestri to return to 
Cerro Torre in 1970 to silence his critics, 
although the tactics he used were hardly 
convincing . The expedition was sponsored by 
Atlas Copco and the climbers used one of 
their compressors to bolt their way up the 
south-east ridge - which had been attempted 
by a British team in 1968 - before it was 
abandoned in situ during the descent. 
Mountain magazine reported the ascent 
under the headline 'Maestri rapes Cerro 
Torre with a 1,000 bolts.' It was an 
exaggeration - Maestri 'only' used several 
hundred - but the sentiment was correct. 
One of the finest mountains in the world had 
been despoiled, leaving a route up it that 
those without sufficient skill or courage to 
climb the mountain ordinarily could 
contemplate doing. The majority of ascents of 
Cerro Torre are now done up the south-east 
ridge. As an act of vandalism it was 
unparalleled and the description of the climb 
by Mountain as 'despicable' still seems fair. 
There is a growing feeling in parts of the 
mountaineering world that we must protect 
the challenges left to us if the sport is to 
retain its unique quality. While it is important 
to defend traditional rock-climbing areas from 
the scourge of the retro-bolter, such an 
obvious desecration should not escape 
attention either. If a consensus among those 
most active in Patagonia to remove the bolts 
from the so-called compressor route could be 
reached, perhaps allowing rappel anchors to 
be left in place, then pressure could be 
brought on the original sponsors to fund a trip 
to clean up the mess they paid for in the first 
place. 
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THIRTY-SEVEN MEN and no 
women conquered Everest this 
spring from the Nepalese side 
in rather straightforward fash
ion. No one suffered very seri
ous frostbite, altitude-measur
ing devices were installed at 
the summit, several hundred 
empty oxygen cylinders were 
retrieved to clear d1e south col 
of some of its debris, all four 
south-side expeditions sent 
members and Sherpas to the 
top of the world. 

While climbers were summit
ing from d1e south, men and 
women on the northern slopes 
were frequently pinned down 
in their camps by winds that 
were botl1 fiercely strong and 
extremely cold from which the 
great solid mass of Everest 
tended to protect southern 
climbers. Of the six men who 
did manage to struggle to the 
summit from tl1e north, two 
collapsed while trying to 
descend and perished high on 
the mountain. They and the 
surviving summiters were 
members of just two of the 
nine teams that went to Everest 
in Tibet. 

The Nepalese government's 
limited number of permits to 
climb Everest from the south is 
clearly having its effect. In the 
spring of 1993, fifteen expedi
tions on the Nepalese side put 
a total of 81 men and women 
on top of the world with 40 of 
tl1em summiting on a single 
clay. This spring, just four 
teams climbed the mountain in 
Nepal, and while all four were 
able to send climbers to the 
top, they totalled only 37 
people. At me same time on 
the Tibetan side, tl1e number of 
Everest teams rose from four 
last spring to nine this time as 
tl1e Chinese and Tibetan 
authorities imposed no limit 
similar to that in Nepal. 
Nevertheless, this season's 
summiters from Tibet totalled 
only six. Not a single client on 

any commercial expedition on 
the north side was amongst the 
summiters - indeed, probably 
no commercial team's client 
has ever summited from the 
north. While the total number 
of climbers who have climbed 
Everest now stands at 548, just 
108 have done so via any route 
in Tibet. 

Why? The terrible winds that 
seem to sweep constantly 
across the nortl1 face while 
buffeting climbers on the 
soutl1ern side less frequently 
and less fiercely are certainly 
one reason. Another factor on 
the north side is the altitude of 
the final camps from which 
tl1ey make their summit bids. 
On botl1 sides of the mountain, 
the normal routes above the 
usual sites for expeditions' 
highest camps are about the 
same in length - perhaps 
slightly shorter on the north -
but the camp on the standard 
northern route is very high at 
around 8,300 metres, whereas 
the last camp on the standard 
southern route via d1e south 
col to tl1e south-east ridge is 
invariably at the col, only 7,900 
metres above sea level. Thus 
summiting Everest from the 
north means most climbers stay 
for two nights and an entire 
day at and above 8,300 meters, 
while on die soum side d1ey 
usually are in this altitude 
range for only eight or ten 
hours. 

Furthermore, on the north 
there are a number of serious 
technical difficulties above the 
last camp: the Yellow Band of 
unstable rock, the great Steps, 
and a last section of difficult 
rock just below the summit's 
snow cap. It can be hard to 
find the way back down again. 
On tl1e soud1-east ridge, there 
is tl1e famous Hillary Step to 
surmount, but it forms just a 
relatively small section of the 
final day's climb. And d1e 
descent down the south-east 
ridge is clearly defined by the 
precipitous east face on one's 

left as one makes one's way 
back to camp. 

A vivid example of the 
north-soud1 contrast was 
enacted this season. On the 
morning of the 9d1 of May the 
leader of an American team on 
the north side could see from 
below through a long lens a 
fellow American and others 
who had just arrived at the 
summit from the south. At the 
same time, unknown to them, 
just 300 metres below them on 
the north face a Taiwanese 
who had summited alone late 
on the previous day was seen 
trying to make his way down 
to safety. He was Shih Fang
Fang, a friendly 27-year-old 
known to his team-mates and 
eve1yone else as Norman. He 
collapsed and died that noon. 

Shih's death was only one of 
several dramatic events on the 
north side. The final tragic one 
centred on an Australian, 
Michael R.heinberger, a 53-year
olcl veteran with a total of six 
previous unsuccessful attempts 
to scale Everest who was 
fiercely determined that now 
he would manage to get to the 
summit. 'This time was defi
nitely a situation when he was 
not turning back,' said the 
strong New Zealander, Mark 
Whetu , who went to the 
summit witl1 him. In the middle 
of the afternoon with several 
hours climbing still ahead of 
tl1em to reach the summit -
not to mention the descent to 
tl1eir last camp - at 
R.heinberger's ve1y slow pace, 
Whetu felt they should turn 
back, but R.heinberger clearly 
had no intention of doing so 
and was prepared to go on up 
alone and bivouac out that 
night. 

Whetu stayed with his friend 
and they got to the summit as 
the sun was setting at 7:18 p.m. 
Whetu , who has been a moun
tain guide for 14 years, said he 
had never seen anyone's face 
show the tremendous elation at 
summiting tl1at R.heinberger's 
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did, never had had a climbing 
companion 'dive onto the 
summit and embrace it' as 
R.heinberger did. But now they 
were confronted by the very 
technical rock just below the 
summit which R.heinberger 
would not possibly be able to 
negotiate in the dark and in his 
exhausted condition. So d1ey 
dug a snow hole behind a rock 
and bivouacked there, only 20 
metres below the summit - the 
highest bivouac anyone has 
ever made on Everest. 

Their descent on the next 
day, May 27m, was a nightmare 
in slow motion mat finally 
ended for When1 when 
R.heinberger, now blind and 
mentally confused from altitude 
sickness, could no longer 
move. Whetu left hin1 to fetch 
more oxygen but he now had 
seriously frostbitten toes and a 
finger. He was unable to return 
to R.heinberger and no one else 
was in a position to do 
anything but save When1. On 
May 31st an American 
summiter saw R.heinberger's 
body sprawled around 150 
metres below where Whetu 
had left him. 

In me days just before 
R.heinberger and When1 
summited, two Canadians, John 
Mclsaac and Denis Brown, 
developed altitude sickness. 
Mclsaac was especially seri
ously ill , and in me final stage 
of getting this dying man down 
to the foot of tl1e mountain in 
tl1e very early hours of me 
morning, a line of dots of light 
from head lamps of perhaps 20 
climbers from various expedi
tions could be seen moving 
upwards to help cany him 
down in relays. He survived, 
manks to me cooperation of so 
many people. 

But mis cooperation came at 
a price for mose who helped. 
Two members of an 
International expedition of 
New Zealand, An1e"rican, 
French, Canadian and 
Romanian climbers had moved 
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up for a summit bid when their despite Russian claims to the native American to climb in the teen hours. He said he went to 
leader suddenly had to ask contrary, it is possible to see Himalaya gained the summit of the summit from the team's 
three of the team's four climb- part of the western cwm from the world's fifth highest moun- base at 5,650 metres, which he 
ing Sherpas to go up very Lhotse 's summit, and they have tain. He was Bernardo left at 3pm on April 25th in the 
quickly with a supply of their own photos to show it. Guarachi, 41-year-old mountain company of the team's Swiss 
oxygen for the stricken. The Russian climbers have cited guide from La Paz, who made leader, Erhard Loretan. They 
Sherpas made a forced march what they said was an erro- the first South American ascent rested for an hour in camp 1 
from 7,000 to 8,300 metres in neous claim by Cesen to have of Makalu on April 29th in the (6400111). Loretan was not really 
four hours and 20 minutes. The looked down into the Cwm as company of Anatoly Bukreev, interested in following the stan-
Canadians were rescued, but one of the reasons to doubt his the first Russian atop Makalu. dard route, which Carsolio had 
the International expedition no having made his solo ascent. Both climbed without using decided to climb, and the Swiss 
longer had the resources of No one succeeded on a new any artificial oxygen. turned back at 6,600 metres at 
manpower and oxygen in route on Everest or Lhotse, but Guarachi then went home, about 7.30pm, leaving the 
place to support a summit two expeditions pioneered but Bukreev stayed on to Mexican to carry on up alone 
push. The team went home new lines on the smaller neigh- repeat his climb of d1e normal in moonlight so bright he had 
unsuccessful. bour, Arna Dablam, and on an route on the north-west side in no need to use his headtorch 

On a more cheerful note, even lower peak nord1west of a speed ascent, which he for most of d1e night. He was 
one of the men who summited Kathmandu called Urkinmang hoped to accomplish in less on d1e summit at 9.57am. 
on 9d1 May, Erling Kagge from in the Jugal Himal range. Their than 24 hours, with an Carsolio was back in 
No1way, asserts that he is the styles of climbing contrasted American, Neil Beidleman, Kad1mandu on April 30th, then 
first person to have gone from starkly. On Arna Dablam, four again without bottled oxygen. flew by helicopter to the 
the base of all three of the Russians moved up the 6,812- The two men reported they left Everest-Lhotse area , arrived at 
world's poles to those poles: metre mountain in pure alpine their team's base camp (5600111) Lhotse base camp on May 6th, 
the North Pole, South Pole and style with no fixed camps, no at 6.30pm on May 13th, joined tl1e team led by 
the "Thi.rd Pole", the highest fixed rope and no Sherpa climbed through the night, Kihlborg, and made a fast 
point on earth. A South Korean helpers with them, whereas on reached camp 2 on the Makalu daylight ascent of Lhotse in just 
climber, Heo Young-Ho, 6,151-metre Urkinmang, five La (7400111) at 4am the next under 24 hours including rests 
claimed in January 1983 to Japanese and three Sherpas day, stayed there an hour totalling three hours in two 
have been the first, but Kagge 's pitched one high camp and before pushing on up to camp camps on the way up. He had 
rebuttal is that Heo began his fixed 2,000 metres of rope 3 at 7,700 metres on the north · wanted to do the climb in less 
ski trip to the South Pole at a along their route. face , where they arrived at than 21 hours, but a big party 
point three weeks closer to the The Arna Dablam team was 6.15am to find its tent had at base the night before had 
pole than a sta1ting point on led by Vladimir Bashkirov, who been flattened. They spent left him a little unfit. 
the coast, where Kagge began had conquered Annapurna I in several hours putting tl1e camp Carsolio has now succeeded, 
his own travels and which, he 1991 and Everest last year on in shape, brewed tea, slept and at tl1e age of 31, in scaling 
says, is the only place to start. more sizable expeditions and set out for the top at 2pm. eight of the 8,000ers and is 

Two of the successful via known routes. Now he and But they were back in camp only the fourth person to have 
climbers on Everest's south his three compatriots placed a 3 an hour and a half later, too conquered the five highest. 
side went on to gain the base camp on the Nare Glacier tired to go for the summit with- The first three were Reinhold 
summit of its immediate neigh- and from it achieved the first out more sleep. They finally Messner, the noted Polish 
bour, Lhotse, at 8,516 metres Russian ascent of the mountain gained the top at 4.15pm on climber Jerzy Kukuczka, and 
the world's fourth highest in one continuous ascent. They May 15tl1 after nearly eight the Slovene Viktor Groselj. 
mountain. They were Rob Hall climbed the south-east face hours of climbing that day. Carsolio clearly is looking to 
of New Zealand and Ed onto the south-east ridge. They They had actually taken almost bag them all. He left Nepal to 
Viesturs of the US, the fourth made six bivouacs, there were 46 hours from base camp to scale another one, Broad Peak, 
and the fifth persons to scale many rock towers, and they the summit. this summer. 
both summits in the same could clin1b only for three or Carsolio, the Mexican moun- In Nepal this spring was a 
season and the first ones to do four hours each morning taineer, is also a very fast safe season: not a single person 
Everest first and then Lhotse. before clouds rolled in and climber, and he summited died whilst climbing there. All 

They and the others who snow began to fall , limiting alone in two fast oxygen-less the tragedies occurred on the 
conquered Lhotse this May, the visibility to twenty metres. ascents. First he acclimatised Tibetan side of Everest. Not 
first Scandinavians to its The Japanese, under the on a minor peak in the Everest only Shih and Rheinberger 
summit, Oskar Ki..hlborg and leadership of Tamotsu Onishi, region, Lobuje East, then trav- died, but also an Italian 
Mikael Reutersward of Sweden, were the first climbers to elled quickly to Tibet to climb Giuseppe Vigani, who lost his 
and the first Latin American, attempt Urkinmang's north Cho Oyu (8201111) as an footing while descending from 
Carlos Carsolio from Mexico, face, which they climbed direct autonomous member of a a summit attempt and plunged 
contributed a footnote to the to d1e top. They found ice commercial expedition. He 1,600111 down the north face to 
Torno Cesen Lhotse south face sections up to 75° near the top. succeeded in making the his death. 
saga of 1990. They noted that A Bolivian says he is the first fastest ascent ever in just nine- Liz Hawley 
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The 6,000-metre peaks of the ex-USSR 
The location, height and ascents of the mountains of the former Soviet Union are still being 

confirmed. In this special information feature, Yevgeniy Gippenreyter and Vladimir Shataev 
detail those peaks over 6,000 metres. 

·The mountains of the Tien 
Shan and the Pamirs 
number four summits 

above 7,000 metres and 135 
summits above 6,000 metres. 
During pioneer ascents some 
climbers used to name the 
summits in these ranges at their 
own discretion without trying to 
find out whether or not they 
might have local names. It also 
happened that ascents were 
made of pinnacles on a ridge 
which were reported in the 
media and to the Classification 
Commission of the Mountain
eering Federation of the USSR 
as though a new summit had 
been discovered. 

This is the first time chat an 
attempt has been made to 

compose a catalogue of the 
Pamirs and Tien Shan summits 
above 6,000 metres. The names 
of these summits are listed as 
being valid for January 1st, 1994 
and are given on maps or 
included in the official classifi
cation table of mountain 
summits of the country. Earlier 
names or those suggested by 
pioneer climbers are given in 
brackets. As it will be evident 
from the catalogue there are 
several summits that are still 
waiting for first ascents. Altitudes 
of summits that are not 
autonomous peaks are marked 
with hyphens below the main 
summit. 

There is a high mountain 
ridge in the Tien Shan stretch
ing from north to south for 
about 110km named the 
Meridional Range and number
ing seventeen summits above 
6,000 metres. It is joined by the 
three main latitude ridges of the 
Central Tien Shan, namely 
Sarydshaz, Tengri-Tag and 

Above: Vitalij Abalakov (1906-86) was one of Soviet 
mountaineering's greatest exponents, leading over 60 expeditions 
to the greater ranges of the former Soviet empire. In 1933 he made 
the first traverse of Bieluka in the Altai and the first Soviet ascent of 
Pik Lenin. In 1935 he made the third ascent of Khan Tengri but 
during the descent lost most of his digits to frostbite which 
prevented him from climbing for nine years. After the war he 
became leader of the Spartak group, enjoying another twenty years 
of new-routing and traverses. Apart from some very impressive 
achievements in the Caucasus, in 1956 he and the other members 
of Spartak made the first undisputed ascent of Pobeda (7439) in the 
Tien Shan. Awarded the Order of Lenin in 1957, he was also a 
respected author. 

Kokshaal-Too. These ridges 
reach towards the Meridional 
from the west and continue on 
eastwards into China. 

The Sarydshaz ridge separates 
the valley of the Northern 
Inylchyk Glacier from the upper 
reaches of the Sarydshaz River 
and the Tekes River basin. Its 

main summit is Semyonov Pik 
(5816m). 

Another latitudinal ridge is 
Tengri-Tag. This has three 
summits and separates the 
valleys of the North and South 
Inylchyk Glaciers. Tengri-Tag 
starts fifteen kilometres from the 
snout of the South Inylchyk 
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Glacier with steep rocks that 
resemble the prow of a ship -
consequently called 'Battleship' 
- and quickly gains a high alti
tude. The main summits of the 
ridge are Petrovski (5860m), 
Gorki Pik (6050m), Chapaev Pik 
(6371m) and Khan Tengri 
(6995m). The most southern and 
biggest ridge of Tien Shan is 
Kokshaal-Too which has four 
summits and serves as a border 
between Kirghizstan and China. 

The Pamirs are situated 
between the Tien Shan and 
Central Asian mountain ranges. 
Its northern boundary is the 
Trans-Alai range, the southern 
one is the base of the Hindu 
Kush, the western follows the 
valley of the Pyandzh river, the 
upper reaches of Amu Darya or 
Oxus and the eastern lin1it is the 
Kashgar ridge. The main part of 
the Pamirs belongs to Tajikistan 
territory , the southern Pamir 
belongs to Afghanistan and the 
Kashgar mountains are located 
in the territory of Chin;i. 

The nortl1ern boundary of the 
Pamirs is the Trans-Alai ridge 
with 23 summits stretching lati
n1dinally from the confluence of 
the Kyzylsu and Mukhsu rivers 
on the west up to Otchailo Pik 
in the east on the border with 
China. The Trans-Alai ridge 
consists of three se·ctions sepa
rated from each other by rela
tively 'gently sloping passes: 
Tersagar (3513m) in the west, 
Kyzylart (4280m) in the east. 
Between these passes there are 
the highest parts of the ridge, 
namely the central section with 
Pik Lenin (7134m) as its high
point, and two other sections, 
the eastern end with Pik 
Kurumdy (6610m) and the west
ern end culminating in an 
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unnamed peak (5705m). 
To the south of the Trans-Alai, 

relating with its three sections, 
are three meridional ridges: the 
Academy of Sciences, Zulumart 
and Sarykol. These ridges are 
the important orographic 
features of the Pamirs. Joining 
the latitudinal ridges, they se1ve 
as the main watersheds between 
river basins. Furthermore, the 
first two are barriers against the 
humid air masses that create 
favourable conditions for the 
formation of mighty modern 
glaciation. 

The principal watershed ridge 
of the Pamirs is Zulumart which 
has three summits and reachesa 
height of 6396m. It divides the 
basins of the Muksu river and 
Lake Karakul. In the central 
section of the Trans-Alai in the 
area of Pik Lenin, the Zulumart 
stretches to the south as far as 
Kokuibel pass. 

The Academy of Sciences 
Ridge has 27 summits and 
stretches from the Muksu Valley 
in the north to the Yazgulem 
Ridge in the south. Its highest 
point is Pik Kommunizma 
(7495m). There are many 
summits that are higher than 
6,000 metres. To the east of the 
Academy of Sciences, between it 
and Zulumart, there is the North 
Tanymas Ridge with two 
summits which separates the 
Muksu basin from that of the 
Tanymas. Its highest point is 
6,030 metres. 

The Academy of Sciences 
Ridge is joined in the west by 
the mighty ranges of the north
west Pamirs. The most northern 
part of these ranges is Peter the 
First Ridge with seven summits. 
To the south of Peter the First 
Ridge is the Da1vaz Ridge with 
three summits. Its northern 
slopes feature big spurs, which 
are covered with heavy modern 
glacier formations and are char
acterised by Alpine type relief. 
Further to the south, in the 
north-western part of the Pamirs 
is the Vanch Ridge. It follows a 
south-westerly direction from 
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the sources of the Fedchenko 
glacier and serves as a water
shed for the rivers that come off 
the Vanch and Yazgulem 
Ridges. Its average altitude is 
considerably lower than that of 
the surrounding ridges. 

Yazgulem Ridge with its 22 
summits forms the most 
southerly section of mountain 
ranges that abut the Academy 
of Sciences Ridge. Its eastern 
end is fringed with the sources 
of the Fedchenko and Grumm
Grzhimailo Glaciers. Its height 
reaches 6,974 metres at Pik 
Revolutsii; the western part of 
the ridge serves as a watershed 
between the Yazgulem and 
Bartanga ridges. The Muzkol 
Ridge , situated to the east of 
the Yazgulem Ridge, has nine 
summits and runs in a latitudi
nal direction from the Sou th 
Akbaital Valley to the conflu
ence of the Murgab and Kudara 
Rivers. Its highest parts are 
towards the east and reach 
above 6,000 metres. 

To the south of the Muzkol 
and Yazgulem Ridges, between 
two va lley lakes, Sarez and 
Yashilkul, is one of the biggest 
ridges of the Pamirs, is the 
Rushanski Ridge with one 
summit in the west and 
Bazardarinski in the east. The 
highest part of the ridge is at 
its western end where Pik 
Patkhor reaches 6,080 metres. 
The South Alichur Ridge has an 
average altitude of about 5,000 
metres and serves as a water
shed for the Alichur and Pamir 
Rivers. 

The Shakhda1yinski Ridge is 
a watershed between the 
Pyndzh and Shakhdara. The 
latter is separated from the 
impressive ranges of the Hindu 
Kush by the deep gorge of the 
Pyndzh River and is situated in 
the extreme south-west area of 
the Pamirs. It consists of two 
distinct parts , the meridional 
section called Ishkashimski with 
two summits and the main 
latitudinal section with twelve 
summits called Shakhda1yinski. 
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The Pamirs and Tien Shan Summits above 6,000 metres. 18.Akhmadi Danish 6645 T p Ac of Sci V .Abalakov , 1959 
(Voroshilov) 

The word 'peak' is omitted from the names of the summits. Heights are in metres. Abbreviations: P 
19.Zetkin 6641 T Pi Acof Sci V.Bozhukov 1968 

20.Shater(Vuan) 6637 K,Kaz TSH Meridional B.Studenin, 1968 
for the Pamirs; TSH for Tien Shan; Kaz for Kazakhstan; K for Kyrgyzstan; Ch for China; and T for -Western 6637 B.Efimov, 1864 
Tajikistan. Names in brackets - Former names or those proposed by the first climbers appear in (50 years of Komsomol) 

brackets below the respective reference. Hyphenated peaks are not autonomous summits. Ridge 21.Karpinski 6612 T p Ac of Sci. A.Borovikov, 1966 

abbreviations are Shakh for Shakhdarinski, Kokshaal for Kokshaal-Too, lshk for lshkashimski, Ac of 
(Komintern, Academician Komarov) 

Sci for Academy of Science and Vaz for Vazgulemski. 
22.Kurumdy 6610 T, K p Trans-Alai 

-Western 6551 E.Timashev 1932 

23.Garmo 6602 T p Darvazski A.Bagrov,1948 
(Darvaz, Kaganovich) 

Names of the summits Alt (m) Country Region Ridge Leader of 1st 
ascent and year 24.Khokhlov 6595 T p Ac of Sci V.Borodkin, 1968 

25.Nagel 6565 K,Ch TSH Meridional V.Khrischaty, 1990 

26.Tajikistan 6565 T p Shakh V.Sawon,1962 

-Southern 6300 V.Laukhin, 1972 

1.Khan Tengri 6995 Kaz, K TSH Tengri -Tag M.Pogrebeski, 1931 
27.6551 6551 T,K p Trans-Alai no information 

2.Revolutsii 6940 T p Vaz A.Ugarov. 1954 
28.Chetyre- bogatyrja 6537 K,Ch TSH Kokshaal V.Glukhov 1972 

(Trekhglavyi, Dreispitz) 
(Memory of Sojuz-1 0 crew) 

-Central 6900 S.Sawon, 1960 
29.Pogrebetski 6527 K TSH Meridional E.Streltsov, 1980 
(Soviet Uzbekistan ) 

- Southern 6850 

-2nd Southern 6596 
30.Grin 6525 T p Vazgulemski V.Serebriakov, 196 

(Tumannyi) - Northern 6150 M.Levin, 1968 
(Paustovski) 

- North-Eastern 6500 E.Schneid, 1928 

(Khimik) Skorobogatov 
31.Engels 6510 T p Shakh M.Gvarliani, 1954 
(Czarina Pik) 

3. Rossii 6875 T p Ac of Sci M.Gvarliani, 1955 
(Molotov Alpenverein) - Southern 6318 V.Vakovenko, 1964 

(40 years of Ukranian Komsomol) 
4.Voennykh topografov 6873 K,Ch TSH Meridional A.Vododkhov, 1965 

-Western 6816 I. Erokhin, 1958 
32.Kalinin 6509 T p Ac of Sci K.Kuzmin, 1972 

33.Leningrad 6507 T p Peter the 1st K.Kuzmin, 195 
(Zinaida Krylenko) 

5. Marshal Zukov 6842 T p Trans-Alai K.Kuzmin, 1958 
(50 years anniversary of Soviet State) 34.Rossiyskoe geogra 6500 Kaz,Ch TSH Meridional B.Solomatov, 197 4 

ficheskoe obschestvo -RG0 
- Southern 6335 A.Piankov, 1967 (Nikolai Mikhailovich; 100 years of VG0; Letuchaja Mysh) 
(Aviastroitelei) 

6.lzvestia 6841 T p Ac of Sci V.Elchibekov, 196? 
-Northern 6450 B.Solomatov 1974 
(Grudzinski) 

-Western 6603 O.Bragin, 1961 
(Pionerskaja Pravda ) 35.6485 6485 T p Ac of Sci no information 

7.26 Baku Commissars 6834 T p V azgulemski E.Allwein, 1926 
36.6457 6457 T p Ac of Sci V.Kovtun, 1981 

(Broad Horn Shiraki Rog, E.Tamm, 1957 37.Przhevalski 6450 Kaz,Ch TSH Meridional V Popenko 1974 
Breithorn) 38.30 yrs of Soviet State 6447 T p Peter the 1st E.Abalakov 1947 

(Sulimov) 
- Northern 6050 V. Dobrynin, 1960 
(Peredovoi) -Western 6000 A.Sidorenko, 1947 

(Panoramny) 
8.Rapasov 6814 K,Ch TSH Meridional A. Novikovt 1988 

9.Druzhba 6800 K,Ch TSH Meridional Nozdrukhin, 1953 
39.Abalakov E. 6446 T p Peter the 1st K.Kuzmin, 1959 

(Sovetski Uzbekistan) 
(Enukidze) 

10.Moskva 6785 T p Peter the 1st I.Bogachev, 1959 
40.Patriot 6445 T p Ac of Sci B.Gart 1950 

(Sidov) 
(Tron Petra Velikogo) 

-Western 6725 D . Oboladze, 1956 
41.6445 6445 T p Ac of Sci no information 

- South-Eastern 6046 Sh . Mirianashvili, 1975 
42.Krylenko N. 6419 T p Vaz V.Zetlin, 1960 

(Soyuz-Appolon) 
(Dorofeev) 

11.Oct jabrski 6780 T p Zulumartski E.Beletski, 195? 
-Western 6100 G.Vazovskikh, 196? 
(Vasiljev D.) 

12.Nehru 6742 K,Ch TSH Kokshaal V . Ivanov , 1970 
(Save tski Sport ) 43.Kommunisticheskaja 6419 T p Ac of Sci A.Pjankov 1965 

Akademia 
13.Karl Marx 6723 T p Shakh E.Beletski, 194? 
(Tsar Mirotvorets) -Southern 6370 A.Pjankov 1965 

- Northern 6340 M . Gvarliani, 1964 
44.Sovetskih alpinistov 6403 T p Vaz K Kuzmin 1954 
(Czechoslovatsko-

(Nikoladze) Sovetskoi druzhby) 

14.Fikker(Meteor) 6718 T p Vaz V.Nozdrukhin, 1959 

-Western 6150 A.Shukurov, 1962 
45.Dernchenko M. 6401 K,Ch TSH Meridional B.Romanov, 1964 

(Soviet Cosmonauts) 
(Torez M.) 

15.Dzerzhinski 6717 T,K p Trans-Alai E.Beletski, 1936 
46.Mramornaya Stena 6400 Kaz,Ch TSH Meridional V.Shipilov, 1953 

(Lagarsed) - Northern (Plato) 6200 V. Naumenko,1946 

16.Kyzylagyn 6683 T,K p Trans-Alai V. Elchibekov ,1956 
47.Oshanin 6389 T p Peter the 1st L. Lozovski 1975 
(Varvara Vakovleva) 

- Eastern 6624 V. Litvinov 

17. Edinstva 6673 T p Trans-Alai E.Beletski, 1955 
- Eastern 6305 L. Lozovski, 1975 
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-Western 6181 L. Lozovski, 1975 91 .6146 6146 T p Zulumartski K.Kuzmin, 1958 
(Rodionov) 92.6142 6142 T p Trans-Alai no inforn,ation 

- 2nd Western 6175 D.Dangadze 1976 93.Tbilisski · 6141 T p Shakh. S.Gugava, 1954 
(XXV Party Congress) Gosudarstvennyi Universitet 

48.Kirov (Kaganovich) 6372 T p Peter the 1st V.Rusanov, 1970 - 1st Southern (litva) 6080 R.Augunas, 1964 

49.Pravda 6372 T p Ac of Sci M.Gvarliani, 1955 - 2nd Southern (Babel) 6007 V.Simonenko, 1967 

50.Chapaev (Kosier) 6371 K TSH Tengri-Tag I.Tjutjunnikov 94.Sovetskoi Armii 6138 T p Shakh Starlychanov, 1976 

51 .Ordzhonikidze 6365 T p Ac of Sci O.Aristov, 1937 (Vooruzhennykh SilSSSR) 

52.Parizhskaja 6354 T p Yazi V.Benkin, 1957 95.6136 6136 T p Shakh V.Solonnikov, 1983 
Kommuna 96.Shvernik 6134 T p Yaz K. Kuzmin, 1952 

- Eastern 6002 V.Ryazanov, 1964 97.Chatagai 6133 T p Muzkolski A Glushkov, 1986 
(Amosov; Marichka) 98.Severnyi Muzkol 6132 T p Muzkolski no information 

53.Chalsol 6350 T p Yaz K.Muru, 1982 99,Vudor(Vundor) 6132 T p Yaz V.Lavrukhin, 1976 
(Tartusski Universitet) -Southern (Snezhnyi) 6124 V.Lavrukhin, 1976 

54.Vosmi alpinistok 6350 Kaz,Ch TSH Meridional B.Solomatov, 1974 100.Dnepropetrovsk 6130 T p Ac of Sci V.Shabokhin, 197 

55. Vasilevski 6325 T p Ac of Sci V.Pushkarev, 1974 (Rudzutan) 

56.Omar Khayam 6315 T p Yazgulemski O.Bragin, 1960 101 .6126 6126 T p Yaz no information 

-1st Western 6025 V.Serebriakov, 1960 102.6123 6123 T p Muzkolski no information 
(Dokuchaev) 103, 6122 6122 T p Yaz no information 

-2nd Western 5798 Y.Oparin,1968 104.MGG (Titov) 6113 T p Yaz A.Shukurov, 1962 
(Molodykh Vysotnikov) 105.6107 6107 T p Trans-Alai V.Abalakov, 1960 

57.6305 6305 T p Trans-Alai no information 106.6106 6106 T p Muzkolski no information 

58.Valikhanov 6300 K TSH Meridional no information 107.Marshal Grechko 6105 T p Shakh Starlychanov, 1976 

59.Vysokaya Stena 6300 T p Yazgulemski no information 108.Voor.uzhennykh Sil 6098 T p Ac of Sci V.Nekrasov, 1972 

60.Muzdzhilga 6289 T p Ac of Sci V.Abalakov, 1955 109.Mayakovski 6096 T p lsh V.Budanov, 1947 

61 .6283 6283 T,K p Trans-Alai no information 110.Berga 6094 T p lsh E.Kazakova, 1947 

62.Muzkulak 6277 T p Yaz A.Lykhmus, 1982 111.Korzhenevskiy 6088 T, K p Trans-Alai Nozdrjukhin, 1951 

63.Revvoensovet 6265 T p Ac of Sci E.Tamm, 1961 - Western (VMF) 5375 P.Zak, 1957 

- (RKKA; Krasnoi Armii) 112.Arnavad 6083 T p Darvazski O.Kapitanov, 1946 

64.Shipka 6254 T p Yazi N.Kharechko, 1968 113.Patkhor 6080 T p Rushanski E.Abalakov, 1946 

65.Rakzou 6251 T p Yaz no information 114.Moskovskaya 6075 T p Shakh A. Snesarev, 1964 

66.6248 6248 T p Zulumartski K.Kuzmin, 1955 - Southern 5739 M. Gvarliani, 1964 
(SovetskajaGruziya) (Pamati pogibshikh na Tetnulde) 

67.TurkVO 6240 T,K p Trans-Alai E.Nagel, 1956 - Northern 5491 A. Jurgelenis, 1964 
68.AI-Biruni 6236 T p Yaz A.Vakhmenin, 1968 (Vechernia Moskva) 
(Korolev) 115.Beletski 6075 T,K p Trans-Alai P. Zak, 1957 

69.Sovetskikh 6233 T p Muzkolski V.Strygin, 198? - Eastern (Simanovich) 6040 P. Zak, 1957 
Ofizerov 116.Bitkaya 6074 T p Muzkolski no information 

70.Yakir 6232 T p Ac of Sci I.Korkin, 1966 Vostochnaya 

71.Chetyrekh 6230 T p Ac of Sci 1933 -Western 5986 V.Zhak,1986 

72.Leningradski 6222 T p Shakh V.Tikhonravo, 1958 117.Kirov 6073 K,Ch TSH Kokshaal no information 
Gosuniversitet 118.Sandal 6072 T p Ac of Sci V.Kizel, 1955 

- Northern 5750 I.Geldiashvili, 1983 119.Saint-Exupery 6063 T p Acof Sci K. Veselov, 1976 

73.Latvia 6213 T,K p Trans-Alai E.lmants, 1960 120.Gorki 6050 K TSH Tengri-Tag B.Gavrilov, 1962 

74.Zhebetau (Zorge) 6210 K TSH Meridional V.Kochnev, 1964 121 .Trapetsia 6048 K TSH Trans-Alai E.Allwein, 1928 

75.6207 6207 T p Ac of Sci no information V.Abalakov, 1934 

76.Turist 6205 K,Ch TSH Kokshaal V.Glukhov, 1972 122.Pasor (Tallin) 6047 T p Yaz A. Pugachev, 1980 
(Zalenski; Dybenko; SAVO) - Eastern (Manoilov) 5870 V.Solonnikov, 1980 
??.Krasnoyarsk 6205 T p Trans-Alai V.Svetl akov,197? 123.Sovetskikh 6045 T p Yaz K.Kuzmin, 1952 
(Poronin) Profsoyuzov 

78.Rudaki 6203 T p · Darvazski D. Medzmariashvili, 1957 124.Krasnoyarskikh 6042 T p Trans-Alai V.Kokorev, 1978 
79.Estonia 6202 T, K p Trans-Alai P.Varep, 1960 (Warsawa) 

80:Shipilov 6201 K TSH Meridional no information 125.Baikonur 6038 T p Shakh V.Nekrasov, 1976 
81 .Snezhnaya Skazka 6200 K TSH Meridional no information 126.Beleuli 6030 T p Trans-Alai no inforn,ation 

82.Raikova 6200 T p Muzskolski A.Bleschunov, 1940 127.O&PU 6028 T p Ac of Sci A.Kustovski, 1966 
83.Kuibyshev 6189 T p Peter 1st K.Kuzmin, 1957 128.Gorbunov 6028 T p N Tanymas G.Votrin,1965 

' (Mekhnat) 84.Tajikski 6183 T p Shakh S.Savvon, 1961 

Gosudarstvennyi Universitet - TGU 129.6020 6020 T p Yaz no information 

85.Spartak 6183 T,K p Trans-Alai V.Abalakov, 1960 130.Krutoi Rog 6018 T p N. Tanymas no information 

86.Aklau 6181 K TSH Meridional no information 131.Markansu 
' 87. Boryschiysa 6179 T p Ac of Sci G.Kaspirovich, 1975 (Krylenko) 6010 T p Trans-Alai V.Naryshkin, 1956 

Vietnam (T upolev) 132.Lituanik 6004 T p Shak A.Avulis, 1984 

88.6154 6154 T p Trans-Alai no information 133.Varla 6002 T p Ac of Sci no information 

89.Razdelnaya 6148 T,K p Trans-Alai E.Beletski, 1937 134.Abalakov E. 6000 T p Muzkolski A.Bleschunov, 1940 
90.Dvukhglavyi 6148 T p Muzkolski no information 135. Edelweiss 6000 K TSH Meridional no information 
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UHlllO SIAHS 
Fisher Towers 
In recent years there has been a 
trend towards very fast repeats 
in the Fisher Towers. This 
spring was no different and saw 
second ascents of some routes 
and speed ascents of others. 
Duane and Lisa Raleigh 
concentrated on the speed 
record angle this spring and 
pulled off some very fast times. 
In Febrnary, they blasted up the 
standard route - The Finger of 
Fate - on the Titan in six hours 
ten minutes, probably the 
fastest time yet on the classic 
tower. Raleigh reckoned that 
without their lunch break and 
laid-back attitude they could 
have knocked another hour off 
that. Raleigh estimated that the 
route could be clin1bed in as 
little as tlu·ee and a half hours 
by a party tl1at knew the route. 

The unexpected fast time on 
the Titan prompted somethi~g 
of a speed-climbing binge. The 
pair also climbed West Side 
Story, the complicated twelve
pitch grade VI on the nortl1-
west side of Cottontail Tower, 
in eight hours and Jim Beyer's 
Phantom Spirit(fV/ A3) on Echo 
Tower in four hours. Both these 
routes were done using simulta
neous climbing techniques 
where a 200-foot rope is used 
on a pitch by the leader, then 
tied off to a belay. The second 
tl1en cleans the pitch and tl1e 
leader begins rope-soloing the 
next pitch on the remaining 
rope. 

Keith Reynolds and Matt 
Laggis made the second ascent 
of one of Jim Beyer's routes -
JaggedEdge(V/5.9/A4) 6n the 
King Fisher last year which he 
described as 'pretty exciting 
and really weird'. Meanwhile, 
this spring, Chris Kalous of 
Estes Park and Rob van Aernem 
of Crested Butte made the 
second ascent of Death of 
American Democracy. The pair 
took two and a half days for 
the ascent. The first pitch took 

six hours .. 
'We both thought it was an 

incredible route. The fact that 
there were so fe_w bolts for the 
ground covered,' said Kalous, 
adding that any other first 
ascensionist than Beyer would 
likely have bolt-laddered the 
first 30 feet as it involves high 
ground-fall potential. 

Also in the Fishers this 
spring, •Mike Baker and Leslie 
Henderson climbed a major 
new route on Echo Tower. 
Emotional Graffiti was rated 
V/ 5.9/ A4 by the pair. The route 
lies to the right of the original 
route on Echo. It is remarkable 
this line has remained 
untouched tl1is spring. 

For some weird reason, wide 
cracks became a bit of a trend 
this spring in the desert. Several 
parties were said to be working 
on them but only one got offi
cially reported. In early June, 
Teri Ebel climbed a hard wide 
crack about 200 ft left of 
Artist's Tears along River Road 
above mile marker three. 
Acquired Taste takes 30 feet of 
aid - climbed years ago by an 
unknown party - before 
launching off into two pitches 
of wide crack, rated 5.11 + and 
5.12a/ b respectively. With only 
one No 4 Big Bro to fit the 
upper part of the crack, Lowe 
protected the upper pitch with 
seven, well-spaced bolts, 
describing it as a 'wortl1while 
route now the bolts are in. ' 

Also of note along River 
Road, between Moab and 
Castle Valley, Tom Gilje 
climbed a new three-pitch route 
on the south-west arete of 
Dolomite Spire. Do/of right is 
reported to be sporty, with 25-
foot rnn-outs between bolts and 
wired stoppers behind flakes. 
The· route has no moves harder 
than 5.lla, but was given an 
llc rating to keep the less-than
serious from getting into trou
ble. Dan Osman made the 
second ascent confirming the 
route's quality. 

Zion 
Paul Gagner and Eric Brand 
climbed a new route on Zion's 
Streaked Wall in early May. 
Latitudes (VI/ 5.10/ A4) ascends 
a crack system starting just 50 
feet right of Tales of Scorpio. 
According to Gagner, the 
twelve-pitch route is 'way 
overhanging' and took five 
days to complete. Also of note 
in Zion, a Japanese party made 
the second ascent of Mugs 
Stump and Conrad Anker's 
Rodeo Queen on the left side 
of the Streaked Wall. 

Black Canyon 
Reynolds and Courtney Scales 
of Crested Butte recently made 
the third ascent of Earl 
Wiggins ' High and Dry 
(VI/ 5.10+/ A4). The second 
ascent had been made in 1984. 
Cameron M. Burns 

NORWAY 

Janusz Golab, Jacek Fluder and 
Stanislaw Piecuch from Poland 
made tl1e third ascent and first 
winter ascent of the Ed 
Drummond route on the 
Trollvegen's Arch Wall in late 
February and early March. 
Starting on the 28th, they 
climbed non-stop for twelve 
days including five days of bad 
weather, running out of food 
for the last two. The team took 
120kg of hardware with them 
and 200-metre ropes. Ed 
Drummond made the first 
ascent of this route in August 
1972, spending 21 days on the 
route including seven of bad 
weather and his feat wasn't 
repeated until seventeen years 
later when Aslak Astarp of 
Norway and Tom Cosgriff of 
the USA climbed the route in 
eleven days. The route is 
graded A4+/VI+/ 1200m and 
the Poles report uncomfortable 
bivouacs in addition to the 
time-consuming climbing. 
The cold of a Norwegian 
winter can only be guessed 
at. ■ 
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53 Stamford Road 
AL TRI NC HAM 

Cheshire 
WAl4 IDS 

Tel: 061-928 66 I 3 
Fax: 061-927 7283 

Open: Tues - Sat, 9-5.30 
Closed Mondays. 

ROPE DEALS 
9mm x 50m ...... £49.95 

I 0mm x 50m ...... £59.95 
I I mm x 50m ...... £69.95 
P&P £4 

ROCK BOOTS 
New Runout Kevlar from 
Asolo now in stock. 

Direct Prices on Boreal 
Vector, Laser, Ninja, Ace, 
Ballet, Classic. 

CLIMBING CLOTHING 
Patagonia, North Face, 
Lowe Alpine, Calange, 
Stone Monkey, J Rat, 
Troll, Ron Hill etc. Send 
for details. 

MAIL ORDER 
Phone or write for Price 

List and details of 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

Please send me a Price Ust and 
details of Special Offers. 

Name 

Address 

Town 

County · 

Postcode 

Please tick Interests 
0 CLIMB O WALK O SKI 

L- - - - - - - - _ !:!_R!J 
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Deviant pigs tell the truth 
British climbing has regularly thrown up bizarre off-shoots that are barely within the pale. A recent 

resurgence of interest in aid climbing in Britain has led to some strange days on the crag, as 

James Howell reports. Pictures by Alan Leary. 

W hat is it with us 
climbers' Why can't 
we have a pastime 

that yields on the spot enjoy
ment? What makes us drive like 
1 u natics to the crag, scare 
ourselves damn near silly, suffer 
toil and hardship and then 
proclaim the day a success 
having escaped with our lives? 
And I enjoy one part of this 
sport more than any other but 
cannot explain even to myself 
where the enjoyment comes 
from. This is a discipline where 
the leader feels totally unsafe 
and insecure for up to ten hours 
at a stretch. Where your heart 
skips a beat every time a kara
biner shifts, and where your 
common sense demands you to 
put a stop to the mental anar
chy. Dirt is in your eyes, loose 
blocks threaten, your belayer 
drifts from boredom into sleep 
as you become more freaked 
than you ever have been before. 
Loose gear la ughs as you 
contemplate the knowledge that 
most of it will not hold a fa ll . 
By the time you finish you are 
on the edge of a nervous break
down. Your knuckles are bleed
ing, your hips are bruised, your 
mouth is dry. Welcome to aid 
climbing. 

Dave Anderson and I have 
do ne about a dozen ro utes 

. together. After returning from 
Zanskar in 1992 where we made 
ascents of two previously 
unclimbed peaks just under 
6,000 metres and climbed a six 
pitch A4+ that we ca ll ed 
Personal Nightmare, we went 
out to climb the Big Overhang 
at Gogarth. The route went well 
but with several minor epics, 
one of which involved abseiling 

200 feet on a 5.5mm zip line in 
the dark into the sea without a 
headtorch from a two-piton 
hanging belay at the lip of the 
cave after cutting oneself free 
from one's daisy chains w ith 
one's Swiss army knife. The 
other involved reverse rope 
solo-aiding in the dark this time 
with a headtorch at all hours, 
scaring both climber and belayer 
stupid. 

Soon after I broke my foot 
and crushed one of my verte
brae which put me out of the 
game for a bit. Dave meanwhile 
carried on repeating existing aid 
roofs , often solo when it was 
too wet for free climbing. 

By mid March I was climbing 
again and my first route was at 
the Lower Empire caves at the 
Great Orme. I had never been 
there before and was taken 
aback by the bigger cave. I 
scoped out the possibility for a 

Above: James Howell on News Ray from an Ancient Sun (A4) in the 
Llanberis Slate Quarries. He is about ten feet below a 'meat
cleaver' flake. The gear and rock quality on the route gradually 
deteriorate as height is gained culminating in committing moves 
round the flake. 
Right: Howell solo on the Big Overhang (A3) at Parliament House 
Cave at North Stack. 

roof route. It seemed you could 
run a line from the left back to 
the righthand opening and up 
onto the wall using an existing 
lower off bolt and ring. Dave 
agreed there was a possibility 
there but we shelved it until my 
foot and back were better. 

By mid May the time was 
right. While Dave was unpack
ing the gear, I placed a bolt -
how unethical of me - at floor 
level which would be the only 
anchor aside from the No8 Rock 
to arrange a belay from and laid 
out the rope. We decided to 
belay using a Grigri so that the 
climber's life wou ld be safer 
while the belayer dozed or read 

the paper. This paranoia 
stemmed from when four 
pitches up on Personal 
Nightmare I had fallen asleep 
while Dave was climbed a loose 
free 6a pitch. He had to shout 
at the top of his lungs to wake 
me just after completing the 
crux. 

Dave, when ready, freed the 
10 foot vertical section to the 
roof and placed an angle, placed 
a tie-off and a krab and tested 
the piece. It seemed to be okay, 
so he transferred over onto it 
and clipped in with his fill hook. 
Suddenly it popped and he 
landed squarely on his arse. 
Next time I payed out enough 
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slack, tied off the brake line and 
spotted him just to make sure. 
The second placement was 
another angle and for the next 
50 minutes he blatted in two 
Lost Anows, a Leeper, two more 
angles, a 0.5 Flexible Friend, a 
0.5 Quadcam, a knifeblade and 
another 0.5 Quadcam in record 
time. We changed over at this 
point so that we both could say 
we put up the route and 
because I was champing a little, 
waiting to get to grips with the 
next section which ran through 
very thin seams which chopped 
and changed in all directions. 

My first piece was obvious, a 
Nol Flexible Friend and it sank 
in reasonably well but shud
dered and shifted as the cams 
bit into the soft flaring limestone. 
The Friend was a good piece to 
start with, but it was the next 
piece made me cringe a bit. The 
Lost Arrow and angle stack was 
only contacting the rock on the 
tips of both pins and I didn't 
dare test it in case it failed and 
freaked me out further. I held 
my breath and transferred my 
weight onto it scrutinising the 
placement for any warning of 
failure. 

I quickly set about placing the 
next piece - a medium Lost 
Arrow - and even before it was 
fully in I had clipped my etriers 
to it just in case the stack I was 
on failed. Looking back down 
the line of placements , I 
admired our handiwork. Aid is 
such a slow, steady and 
painstaking creation. 

Forty-five minutes and five 
placements later, Dave lowered 
me off from a knifeblade. By 
this point I was using a head
torch; only the next placement 
can be seen and you're inside 
your own little world up there. 
The hours slip by in a space
time warp accelerator effect 
where you become so involved 
in what you are doing that time 
hurtles past. 

Dave gingerly ascended the 
locked off lead line and clipped 
into the knifeblade , he sorted 

himself out and then started on 
the next placement. In just over 
another hour he had made 
another eight placements and it 
was time for our next 
changeover. Initially my next 
string seemed to go well , but 
soon I found the going tough 
because the thin seams disap
peared behind thick layers of 
hard clay and proved to be 
bottoming and highly unstable. 
The pillar was so close and yet 
so far , I rationalised only three 
more placements, but rushing 
things would only lead to my 
own undoing. As the pins went 
in their echo reflected the 
bottoming, rotten seams they 
were going into. The last piton 
I placed on this section was a 
long Lost Arrow behind a loose 
block, which allowed me to get 
round the pillar and to the end 
of the first section. Since it was 
now about 10pm we packed up 
and went out for a chippy 
before sleeping in the cave. 

The following morning we 
cleaned the pitch then started 
on the second and final section 
of the route. Dave free climbed 
up the pillar and placed an 
angle into the roof. This was 
followed by five marginal 
knifeblades, a Lost Arrow and 
finally a No0.5 Quadcam which 
he lowered off. 

My turn. It wasn't the 
Quadcam I was worried about, 
it was the big loose block loom
ing over the next few place
ments. To get past it I had to 
move higher. I saw a horizon
tal placement just over the step 
in the roof directly underneath 
the block and decided to use 
the longest Lost Arrow I had. I 
put it up to the crack for 
hammering and it slid straight 
in but it seemed okay so I tied 
it off and moved on up. To my 
amazement it held, so I moved 
as high as possible and made 
sure that I could reach past the 
block. 

A piton was selected and 
hand placed in the thin crack. 
With one hand I held the block 

in place while I hammered the 
piton in as far as it would go 
with the other. Just as I finished 
the block twisted so I decided 
to go across quickly. Over the 
next hour or so I placed six 
pitons that defied the imagina
tion. None of them went in 
much further than half an inch. 

I lowered off at Dave's insis
tence and he finished the route 
to an existing lower off anchor. 
The route was cleaned at a rabid 
pace and the gear reracked. We 
were tired but content. 

For a new aid route it is good; 
it has some tenuous placements 
and serious deckout potential, 
however it's convenient to get 
to and easy to get off of should 
you decide to bail. Later that 
evening we were racking our 
brains for a name while we 
were watching the Alaskan tele
vision series, Northern 
Exposure. Maurice, the fat ex
astronaut, accused two men of 
being part of a deviant sub
culture and the name stuck. We 
graded the route A3+ because 
you can deck out, it 's time
consuming and many of the 
placements are body-weight, 
especially at the lip. Since then 
we've done two more routes, 
one in the Elephant Caves on 
the Great Orme and one at the 
back of the Big Overhang cave 
at North Stack, Gogarth. 

The one at Elephant Cave 
starts from the mud pile on the 
right as you approach it from 
the road and follows the obvi
ous curving crack line which 
exits via thin knifeblade and 
RURP cracks at the third 
entrance. There is evidence of 
previous passage through the 
initial sections of the main crack, 
but we felt that tl1e majority of it 
was unclimbed. The roof is a 
full pitch and contains many big 
loose blocks which have to be 
pinned in place and has some 
expanding sections which have 
to be handled very carefully. 
The final collection of thin 
seams produce a painstakingly 
technical section where RURPs 

MOUNTAIN 24 REVIEW 9 

play a big role. At the lip a few 
hook moves will bring you to a 
peg set in loose rock. Be careful 
here and lower off. 

This is a much more serious 
undertaking than Deviant but 
the climbing is in a similar vein. 
We also felt that To Ride, Shoot 
Straight and Tell the Truth is also 
A3+ but more technically 
sustained and more demanding 
but found it difficult to grade 
and so left it at A3+. Please have 
a go and upgrade it if you feel it 
necessary. 

Our third route is only a vari
ation to Black Rod and was in 
any case a total mistake. A 
'minor' miscalculation in where 
we thought Black Rod started 
sent me across from the Big 
Overhang start towards the 
Black Rod hanging belay on 
possibly the worst rock I have 
ever encountered. 

It's twenty metres of tottering 
loose, wet, rotten choss. Most 
of the rock just fell away when 
I touched it revealing more 
loose slimy rock beneath. After 
three hours of the most horren
dous hook and RURP place
ments I was at the Black Rod 
belay, ready for my eight-hour 
through-the-night epic on it 
which ended at 1.30am. Dave 
followed arriving seven hours 
later at around 9am. After that I 
swore that I would never aid 
climb at Gogarth again. 

Aid climbing in North Wales 
and in Britain in general has, I 
believe , much more potential 
than people give it credit for. 
Due to the ethics debate over 
bolting and sport climbing, arti
ficial climbing has become 
scarce and unpopular. But in the 
States , Europe and the 
Himalaya, aid is used exten
sively for . the enjoyment of 
what it is and for the necessity 
in climbing unfreeable rock 
and ice sections. Britain as a 
climbing population has much 
to learn and I hope , as many 
others do, that it will come full 
circle and enjoy the popularity it 
once had. · ■ 



PUKfUS 
Experts from the expeditions 
commission of the UL4A explain 
the regulations affecting 
Himalayan countries. 

Bhutan 
Climbing is regulated by the 
Bhutan Mountaineering 
Regulations of 1992. A moun
taineering expedition - mini
mum seven members - must 
obtain a mountaineering permit 
from the Tourism Authority of 
Bhutan at PO Box 126, 
Thimpu , Bhutan at least three 
months prior to the expedition 
in the case of open peaks and 
six months for other peaks. 
Peaks currently open are 
Masagang (7194m), ]ichu 
Drake (6794m) and Kangbum 
(6494m). 

All have had an ascent by at 
least one route. Applications 
for other peaks are considered 
on a case by case basis. Peaks 
below 6,000metres also require 
a permit, usually in the form of 
'peaks in the area of'. 

Royalties payable, within two 
weeks of receipt of the moun
taineering permit are: 

Uncl imbed 
Over 7000m 
6501-?000m 
6000- 6500m 
Climbed 
Over 7000m 
6501-?000m 
6000- 6500m 

US$25,000 
US$20,000 
US$15.000 

US$20,000 
US$15,000 
US$10,000 

Unclimbed relates to the ascent 
route, not just tl1e peak. A 
royalty of $3,000 is payable for 
trekking peaks not using a 
recognised trekking route. An 
expedition must also make a 
refundable deposit of $5,000 
for helicopter rescue facilities. 

An. expedition needs a local 
handling agent to provide 
services and through whom the 
package tariff is payable cover
ing land transport within 
Bhutan, accommodation, food. 
sightseeing, guide and camp 
staff. 

Current rates in US$ for up 
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to twenty nights are $220 and 
$120 for April and October, 
and $175 and $100 for months 
in between and March for 
hotels and trekking nights 
respectively. For longer periods 
a 75 percent flat rate is 
charged. Various discounts are 
available. 
Peter Mould 

China 
China has now opened areas 
which until a short time ago 
were closed to foreigners. The 
Mountaineering Associations of 
China (CMA, 9 Tiyuguan Rd, 
Beijing, People 's Republic of 
China), Tibet (TMA,8 East 
Linkhor Rd, Lhasa, Tibet, 
People's Republic of China, Fax 
+86-891 36366), Xinkiang 
(XMA) and other associations 
of less importance are respon
sible for the organisation of 
expeditions in their areas. 

In the early 1980s, expedi
tions climbing in China met 
serious problems: high costs of 
services, limited ability of 
Chinese officials to compre
hend the mentality of a group 
of foreign climbers and diffi
culty of communication 
between tl1e various regions. 

Today this is generally not 
the case. An expedition in 
China can expect costs and 
services at a competitive level, 
the preparation of Chinese offi
cials is greatly improved and 
communication between the 
regions has reached western 
standards. There are still , 
however, complaints about 
hotels. 

The Chinese have paid 
particular attention to the envi
ronment. All base camp and 
advanced base camp areas are 
completely cleaned at the end 
of each season. 

Notwithstanding the progress 
that the Chinese authorities 
have made, there remains a 
certain apprehension among 
foreign climbers when it comes 
to organising an expedition to 
China. In contrast to other 

countries, the organisation of 
an expedition is the full 
responsibility of the moun
taineering association from the 
moment of entry until their exit 
from China. All services - trans
port, hotels, fees , etc - must be 
agreed upon prior to accep
tance of the project and tl1ese 
services and fees are controlled 
by the civil authorities. Certain 
costs may appear high but one 
must consider also the high 
cost of transportation. 

Another aspect is tl1e diffi
culty in establishing a firm 
budget, not subject to increases 
or additional costs omitted in 
the original quotation from the 
association responsible. 

One must remember that 
foreign languages are 
extremely difficult for the 
Chinese officials to understand 
and it is always necessary to be 
sure that the two parties have 
understood each other. 
Speaking good English is 
important. Almost all problems 
which arise can be attributed to 
misunderstanding or lack of 
communication. The expedi
tion leader must be responsible 
for all problems which arise 
and must discuss these with 
the Chinese LO via the inter
preter. 

Each expedition must have a 
signed protocol with an 
attached list of services already 
paid for. Eventual extras must 
be first discussed with the LO 
and the cost must be estab
lished before the service is 
provided. 

Recently some expeditions 
have climbed Chinese faces 
and peaks without pennission, 
having illegally entered 
Chinese territory. Tibetan 
police have now begun to 
control the passes, the Nampa 
La in particular, and some 
arrests have been made. 

Royalties 
Everest 
Other 8,000ers 
?OOOm-7999 
6000m-6999 

US$5500 
US$3000 
US$2160 
US$1350 
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Below 6000m US$30 per climber 

The above are for a maxi
mum of twenty members. 
There are higher costs for 
unclimbed peaks and new 
routes and some of them are 
very expensive. 
R enato Moro 

India 
Mountaineering in India is 
controlled by the Indian 
Mountaineering Foundation, 
Benito Juarez RJ, Anand 
Niketan, New Delhi 110 021. 
Fax +91-11-688 3412. Climbers 
should apply well in advance. 
There is no statutory period 
stated but we recommend six 
months since the applications 
have to be processed through 
two departments of the Indian 
government. There is a stan
dard application form. Apart 
from the time element there is 
rarely any difficulty in obtain
ing permission, unless the peak 
requested is close to the fron
tier. The old 'inner line' restric
tions are said to have gone, but 
difficulties still exist. Peak fees 
as noted below are payable 
within two months of provi
sional approval being received. 

Royalties 
Below 6000m 
6001 m-6500m 
6501 m-7000m 
7001m+ 
Nun and Kun 
Eastern Karakoram 

US$600 
US$900 
US$1350 
US$1800 
US$2250 
US$3000 

This latter fee also seems to 
apply to certain other restricted 
areas. There are no restrictions 
on numbers. 

Each expedition is required 
to have a liaison officer. Most 
LOs are Army officers, who 
must be supplied with clothing 
and equir.ment to the same 
standard as the rest of the 
climbing team. The LO keeps 
the clothing but equipment 
may be taken back. There is no 
charge for the LO, but his food, 
accommodation and transport 
must be paid. He will probably 
require a cook at base camp. 



MH·ii►iMFIF M+i HIMALAYAN REGULATIONS 

Clearing baggage through 
customs is a long, tedious and 
expensive operation. If possi
ble carry everything with you. 
That way formalities are mini
mal. A licence must be 
obtained for walkie-talkies and 
will be sent by the IMF along 
with the peak application form. 
Unlike Nepal, climbing gear is 
almost unobtainable in India. 

If more than one peak is 
requested, the royalty for the 
second peak is 50 percent. 
Note that there is no lower 
height limit for a peak to be 
free of permit. There are 
currently four trekking peaks 
which are cheaper and require 
no LO. There is the possibility 
of all peaks in an area east of 
Manali being designated as 
trekking peaks. 

Sikkim has recently intro
duced heavy additional local 
peak fees and a second liaison 
officer and UIAA recommends 
that climbers do not visit the 
area. Lahu1 Zanskar and 
Laclakh are not affected by the 
monsoon and are suitable for 
climbing even in July and 
August. At present, an 
approach through Kashmir is 
not recommended because of 
internal disturbances. Climbing 
in the Eastern Karakoram is 
restricted to joint Indian-foreign 
expeditions, and tl1ere may be 
difficulties and delays because 
of tl1e Inda-Pakistan border 
dispute. There are however 
many exciting mountains in the 
area and possibilities of new 
routes. 

Joss Lynam 

Nepal 
In Nepal expeditions are 
controlled by HMG Ministry of 
Tourism and Civil Aviation, 
Mountaineering Division, 
Kathmandu. Permits for climb
ing the so-called trekking 
peaks are granted by the NMA 
(Nepal Mountaineering 
Association, PO Box 1435, 
Kathmandu). Applications can 
be clone directly but the easiest 

way is to use the services of a 
local government-recognised 
trekking agency. Climbing fees 
have to be paid directly to the 
Ministry of Tourism and Civil 
Aviation and for trekking peaks 
to the NMA. These fees are 
payable within two months of 
the elate of the permission. In 
case of failure of this payment 
to arrive in time the permission 
may be cancelled. 

Royalties 
Extra 
Everest US$50,000 
Max in party:- 7 
8,000m+ US$8,000 
7501m+ US$3,000 
7001m+ US$2,000 
6501m+ US$1 ,500 
6500m- US$1 ,000 

Max no 

5 US$10,000 

9 US$800 
9 US$300 
9 US$100 
9 US$150 
9 US$100 

A Liaison Officer is compul
sory for all expeditions and for 
some treks. These LOs have to 
be equipped like the climbers, 
paid and insured , as must be 
the climbing staff. The other 
staff have to be paid and 
insured only. 

On top of all these fees and 
expenditures, there are a lot of 
restrictions and special permits 
to be obtained. For example 
for filming or import of walkie
talkies or sending news of the 
ex peel ition. 

Clearing imported luggage 
through customs is long and 
complicated. The best way, 
especial! y for small expedi
tions, is to carry all things as 
trekking equipment. But movie 
and video cameras, walkie
talkies and radio equipment 
have to be declared. The list of 
regulations about mountaineer
ing and trekking in Nepal is 
published every year in a 
booklet by the Ministry of 
Tourism and Civil Aviation and 
can be obtained there or at any 
good trekking agency in 
Kathmandu. 

The regulations concerning 
visas and extensions are rather 
complicated and should be 
checked with the nearest 
Embassy of Nepal before you 
travel. 

A deposit is required by all 
expeditions to the Khumbu 
region. It will be refunded 
when the LO certifies that all 
rubbish has been dealt with 
according to rules. This costs 
US$4,000 for Everest, 8,000ers 
USS3,000, others US$2,000. 

Due to the exaggerated fees 
for climbing Mt. Everest, a 
great number of permits are 
now asked for tl1e otl1er 8,000-
metre peaks. So it is advisable 
to put applications in a long 
time in advance. 
Denis Bertholet 

Pakistan 
Regulations for 1994/ 5 remain 
substantially the same as in 
1993 witl1 the following impor
tant and valuable modifica
tions. Applications for peaks 
other than K2 will be accepted 
by embassies until December 
31st of the previous year. The 
rule preventing mountaineering 
expeditions of less than four 
persons from attempting peaks 
will no longer apply. Thus 
smaller numbers will be 
allowed to make official appli
cations for mountaineering 
peaks. 

Royalties For each 
above 5 

K2 
8001 m-8500m US$9,000 US$1 ,000 
7501 m-8000m US$7,500 US$700 
7001 m-7500m US$3,000 US$300 
6000m-7000m US$1,200 US$150 

Expedition leaders are advised 
to obtain the up-to-elate regula
tion booklet from the 
Government of Pakistan. D.O. 
No 1 (21)/ 79-ME (Pt II) , 
Tourism Division, Islamabad, 
Fax +51817 323; or tl1e 
Embassy of Pakistan which 
deals with their counny in 
good time. All peaks under 
6,000 metres are free of access 
unless they are near the fron
tiers when a n·ekking permit 
and LO are required. The 
restricted areas vary from time 
to time and intending moun
taineers should check with the 
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Tourism Division. There are 
many possibilities for climbs of 
all standards below 6000111 and 
for tl1e small expedition. 

Attention should be paid to 
the list of members of the party 
to avoid late alterations, as this 
can cause problems. Dates of 
arrival should also be clear and 
change should be avoided if at 
all possible. Particular note 
should be made of regulations 
concerning the liaison officer, 
his equipment, scales and 
terms of payment, and the 
important regulations about 
relations between him and the 
expedition leader. Visiting 
parties should remember at all 
times that the Baltoro and other 
areas East of Skarclu are close 
to war zones, and behave with 
circumspection. 

Environmental rules should 
be carefully studied, and a sum 
made available to pay the $200 
environmental levy. All efforts 
to enhance rather than 
degrade, and to encourage 
one's own party, porters and 
others to do likewise should be 
made, while retaining sensitiv
ity to understandable local 
differences in priority. 
Regulations about the timing of 
the royalty payment must be 
kept with an advance sent with 
tl1e full application as the 
Tourism Division of the 
Government of Pakistan 
requires. Otherwise permission 
is unlikely to be granted. 

A recoverable helicopter 
bond of $4,000 is required of 
expeditions. It is wise to insure 
against the loss should a rescue 
prove necessary. Poners and 
LO can be insured by a 
government-approved insurer 
in Pakistan. Regulations about 
porter hire, and customs about 
proportions of porters from 
each village, can be complex. 
Expeditions with severe doubts 
about tl1eir own ability to deal 
with this are advised to employ 
one of the Government 
approved agencies. 
Paul Nunn 
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Cesarino Fava wrote of 
Maestri - left- in 1959: 
'Now that human shape, 
almost submerged as ii is 
in snow above the edge of 
a crevasse, is only a few 
metres away, but I still 
don't know which of the two 
ii is. I just jump for joy. 
The nylon windcheater that 
the snow couldn't stick to 
has saved the man wearing 
it. Only three words escape 
through his teeth and the 
thick crest of ice of his 
beard: "Toni, Toni, 
Toni. .. " Toni Egger, your 
name will, on the lace of 
that impossible peak, 
remain engraved througout 
lime.' 

Recent books and new evidence about the disputed first ascent 

of Cerro Torre in "1959 have caused an important re-evaluation of 

Cesare Maestri's claim. Michael Bearzi, using his own 

experience of the mountain, suggests that Maestri's critics have 

been overly harsh and, on page 32, Ken Wilson reviews the 

arguments that raged over the climb that Lionel Terray called the 

greatest of all time. Later this year we will publish a major, 

exclusive interview with one of the two men who hold the 

answers - Cesarino Fava. 
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A bit over 35 years ago, on February 3rd, 1959, 

Cesare Maestri told Cesarino Fava, who had 

just found Maestri lying on the glacier at the 

foot of Cerro Torre's east face in a state of 

shock and exhaustion, that he and Toni 

Egger had succeeded in making the first ascent of Cerro 

Torre and that Egger was dead, swept off the wall near the 

bottom by an avalanche after two tortured days of descent. 

The camera, film, and hard proof went with Egger. Soon 

hailed as the 'greatest climbing feat of all time' by Lionel 

Terray and initially accepted without question by virtually 

all of the informed climbing world as a fait accompli. 

Maestri 's claim these days is believed by only a minority of 

the climbers who know, or even care about this event and 

its aftermath. 

Having a somewhat proprietary interest in Cerro Torre, 

the Maestri Enigma, as it's sometimes called, has always 

fascinated me. It seems to be the archetypal climbing story 

that touches on just about every aspect of climbing and 

mountaineering. The recent publication of Alan Kearney's 

new book Mountaineering in Patagonia with its excellent 

discussion of the issues, arguments and counter-arguments 

involved in this debate , provided the impetus for me to 

crystallise my thoughts on the more philosophical aspects 

of the matter, put them on paper, and as long as I would 

be at it, throw in my two cents, as we say in America, in 

the way of 'evidence'. 

As time went by, doubters made their arguments known 

and eventually two kinds of non-believers evolved - the 

sceptics and the super-sceptics. The sceptics didn't think 

that Maestri and Egger could have climbed all that distance 

from the col of Conquest to the summit in two and a half 

days. The super-sceptics said that the two didn't even make 

it to the col , or anywhere near it. It's worth noting that the 

only portions of Maestri 's route that have been repeated are 

the section from the ground up to the col of Conquest and 

the summit ridge above the north face, which happens to 

constitute the finish to the Ferrari west face as well. The 

crucial pillar above the col has remained aloof. 

No apparent sign of their passage has been found above 

a point just shy of the prominent triangular snowfield near 

the bottom of the face , the 1,000-foot mark of a route 

involving an actual climbing distance of over 6,000 feet -

hence the super-sceptics. To believe the super-sceptics you 

would have to be willing to include Argentine climber 

Cesarino Fava in on the scam because he claims that he 

accompanied Maestri and Egger to the col of Conquest. He 

wrote of rappelling off of the col; saying goodbye to his 

friends, wondering if he 'd ever see them again. Kearney in 

his book asks a question that has been dying to be asked 

for a long time: 'What would he (Fava) have to gain by 

saying he had climbed 6o0m higher than he really had?' 

Good question, and what's the scenario where Maestri and 

Fava concoct the web of lies? 

'Look Cesarino, you've got to cover me on this one. If 

you just say that .. ' 

It 's possible that the whole drama of that 1959 

expedition was played out in the first sixth of the route and 

that Toni Egger was killed somewhere down there also and 

that then Maestri and Fava huddled together and made up 

this fantastic tale. Mark Twain once said something to the 

effect that three can keep a secret if two are dead. That 

Fava, who is still alive, would have become part of a lie of 

this magnitude and then kept this dirty little secret all to 

himself all these years seems like a stretch. If they made it 

even one pitch beyond that apparent highpoint and for 

some reason no one has seen any relics from that bit of 

climbing, then maybe there are reasons that nothing has 

been seen on the rest of the way up to the Col. Assuming 

that they made it to the Col, what did they do for the next 

five days? 

This is the nub of the matter because until the advent of 

the super-sceptics in the 1970s, all the arguments started 

with the assumption that Maestri and Egger at least made it 

that far, and centred more on the question of whether it 

was or wasn't possible to have covereci the 2,500 feet to the 

summit in two and a half days, ice-climbing standards being 

what they were at the time. (The common conceit among 

climbers that we're so much better than our predecessors or 

that the other guy can't be all that much better than us 

played a role in these deliberations.) 

But, before I go on, I've always had a nagging feeling 

about those numbers anyway, so recently I made a simple 

analysis of some photos I took of Cerro Torre from about 

seven miles due west of it, out on the ice cap. Distortion 

from foreshortening is insignificant out there and I came up 

with vertical distances that are 30 percent less than the 

accepted crucial numbers - 1,712 feet from the col of 

Conquest to the summit, instead of 2,500 feet and 

importantly, only 1,323 feet from the col to the shoulder of 

the summit ridge where the climbing gets much easier. And 

the angle of the pillar looks to be 76°. 

Maestri's contention has always been that an unusually 

thick coating of ice covered the mountain at the time of 

their ascent, both above the col and on the terrain leading 

up to it, and that this is what allowed them - Egger being 

somewhat of a phenomenon on ice it's said - a speedy 

climb. (He has also stated that the hardest climbing was 

actually below the col and that the climbing above was 

more on the hairy side of things rather than difficult.) If you 

don 't think that conditions can vary radically on this 

mountain, get Kearney's book and compare plates No9, 

No12 and No13, and then consider the north ridge in Plate 

No12 and also some of the sunlit terrain at the bottom of 

the pillar, work in my figures on the length and angle of 

the pillar, and then wonder if two of the best climbers in 

the world at that time couldn't have just possibly made the 

climb of a lifetime. 

MOUNTAIN 29 REVIEW 9 



My experience on somewhat similar terrain and 

conditions might give some perspective to the speed issue. 

In 1986 Eric Winkelman and I made the first free ascent of 

Cerro Torre via the Ferrari west face route. On our second 

day of climbing, above our bivvy on top of the Helmet, we 

climbed a short pitch up to the very top of the Helmet, one 

down the other side to a saddle where the Helmet abuts 

the main tower, then a left-rising traverse to enter the Great 

Dihedral - at one time called the west coµloir and it's the 

damnedest 'couloir' I've ever seen - at a point about level 

with the top of the Helmet. 

From there it's five pretty full pitches, mostly on ice of 

all description, to the shoulder of the summit ridge, a 

vertical distance of just less than half the vertical distance 

from the col of Conquest to the same point. The first three 

pitches were certainly no easier than what Maestri and 

Egger might have encountered and the last two, especially 

the final overhanging headwall pitch that Eric led, were 

likely much, much harder. We knocked those pitches off in 

just seven hours. In fact, we made it to the summit in 

twelve hours that day. We weren't carrying bivvy gear like 

Maestri and Egger were but you could easily double our 

climbing times, apply them to Maestri and Egger, and 

Maestri's claim is still credible. 

The British climbers Tom Proctor and Phil Burke 

reported not finding the 50° or 60° gullies that Maestri 

claims to have followed near the summit when they neared 

the top of their one-pitch-shy-of-the-summit-route up the 

east and north faces. I think they weren't looking in the 

right place. Whatever deviations Maestri and Egger took on 

the upper part of the north ridge, eventually they had to 

have found themselves, at some point, up on the summit 

ridge above the north face. From having been on that 

summit ridge, I can tell you , there were 60° gullies that 

wound through the mushrooms. Three pitches below the 

summit, I looked down the north face from a notch on the 

ridge and could see the area that Proctor and Burke 

climbed and I think, as they say, the twain never met. 

The difficulty of the summit mushrooms has also been 

used as an argument against Maestri because his account of 

that section is unremarkable and his original topo shows 

them climbing directly to the top. Both of the parties that 

had climbed that summit ridge in the intervening years after 

Maestri and Egger and prior to Eric and me - Casimiro 

Ferrari and his 1973 team, and John Bragg, Dave Carmen 

and Jay Wilson on the Ferrari route in 1977 - were forced 

to make an end run on the summit via a one-pitch 

traversing detour just below the summit mushroom. This 

very same terminal mushroom is also what turned back 

Proctor and Burke. Eric and I didn ' t encounter 

insurmountable, or even particularly difficult cornices or 

mushrooms as we wound our way up the summit ridge 

with three long pitches and one short one, only occasional 

body-length rime bulges which , though freaky , were 

dispensed with post-haste. The summit flanking manoeuvre 

was thankfully unnecessary for us because the traverse was 

a gaping void whereas the direct way to the summit was 

straightforward. Only Eric summitted; it was late, stormy 

and scary and I elected not to follow the 60-foot pitch) Our 

experience of the terrain was very similar to that of 

Maestri's description. 

My goal has not been to try to prove that Maestri and 

maestri on the maestri eni1ma -----
Egger made it, but rather to simply drag the 

pendulum back in the other direction and 

establish only that it is plausible that they 

could have pulled it off. If I've done that, 

then read on because the most important 

These comments are drawn from a 
letter to Leo Dickinson who had been 
filming a documentary on Cerro Torre 
and had written to Maestri in 1977 
asking questions about the 1959 
ascent. 

On the American ascent to the col 
I am amazed at the fact that the very 
robust Donini and his companions 
came up against such unequalled 
difficulties as on El Capitan from the 
hanging snow mass upwards. This 
forces me to assume that if the 
Americans made the ascent by the 
same route as we did, then this means 
that while we found the crevices packed 
with ice - a factor which greatly helped 
us - they, on the other hand, found 
them completely clear; this would 
explain why they had so much difficulty 
with the rock and also the fact that they 
found no trace of our climb. In point of 
fact we made the ascent using a 

technique which both Egger and I had 
tried out many times previously in 
hazardous conditions, and which 
moreover also gave us excellent 
results, especially on Torre. 
This technique consists of exploiting 
low mounds (sic) of ice or the stretches 
of packed snow, climbing with 
crampons and ice axes, and then 
implanting regular threaded or long 
specially made bolts into the same 
fissures (sic). It also involved inserting 
serrated wedges of aluminium between 
the rock and ice. 

On the controversy 
I should think the cause of all this 
speculation is the fact that many 
climbers mistakenly believe that our 
ascent of the Torre in 1959 was one 
made over rock, whereas it was - apart 
from the first 300-350 metres - in fact a 
very hazardous ascent on ice and that 
was how it confronted us. 
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issues start here. 

Jeff Lowe once commented to me as we 

were ruminating on this vety subject, 'You 

just can't go taking away something like 

this from a man without having hard 

evidence. ' John Bragg, who perhaps has as 

much salient experience on Cerro Torre as 

anyone , has summed up his take on the 

matter with the thought that given Maestri's 

premise of lots and lots of ice, his story 

holds up. Kearney's last statement on this 

issue is 'if Cerro Torre, even today, seems a 

compelling prize, imagine how it appeared 

to climbers in the late 1950s! ' Together, 

these observations encircle and address the 

central issues involved. 

When hard proof is scant and the stakes 

are very high, I'd say that it is far more 





likely for competitors, such as in this case Carlo Mauri and 

later on members of the British and Spanish climbing 

communities, to mount an attack with no real evidence -

probably deluding themselves somewhere in the process -

than it is for someone to have lied about what they've done 

in the first place. The doubters have everything to gain and 

nothing to lose. The liar risks a lot. 

The far more destructive act comes not from the climber 

who lies about an accomplishment, but rather from those 

who seek to refute those claims by proffering circumstantial 

evidence. Not only is the tradition of taking a climber's 

word eroded, but when the claim is plausible - and it is 

useful to remember something like Bob Beaman breaking 

the world long jump record by two feet when we consider 

what 'plausible' really is - the much worse effect is the 

implicit denial of one aspect of climbing that helps make it 

the sublime pastime that it is: the notion that maybe , if only 

once in a lifetime, any one of us can be drawn so far 

beyond ourselves and our limitations by the inscrutable and 

arbitra1y face of nature that we blow our own minds and 

pull off something truly remarkable. Take away the belief 

in that possibility and we've lost a lot. Have a few spurious 

ascents out there, and we'll never know the difference. 

Makes you wonder what it would be like being Maestri, 

knowing, not that he probably gives a damn, that there are 

folks out there waiting for you to die, hoping for a death 

bed confession. 

In mulling over the Maestri affair it occurred to me that 

ultimately opinions on the matter are not particularly 

related to the evidence, such as it is, but are really more a 

reflection of what people want to believe. Besides the 

Summit 1 O 260 ft/ 3128m 

Summit Shoulder 

Helmet/ Great Dihedral 

Col of Con uest 

Ice Cap 

5340 ft 
1628m 

774 ft 
236m 

549 ft 
167m 

400ft 
122m 

1323 ft 
403m 

1723 ft 
525m 

obvious - that some people at one time had a big stake in 

this dispute - it goes to the heart of issues such as how 

much a great achievement inspires us and how much it 

threatens us, how much we build on our comrade 's 

success, and how much we thrive on their failure . 

Maestri is a self-described anarchist. He fought the Nazis 

as a teenager in the Italian underground and later on 

established his reputation in Europe as a brilliant free 

climber with a number of visionary solos, climbing both up 

and down Grade Vls when the mood moved him. This is 

the resume of a proud, driven and individualistic man, but 

not necessarily the resume of someone who is really 

likeable. Maestri 's personality has likely gotten in the way 

of popular acceptance of his claim because he has 

exhibited intolerance, scorn and disdain towards the 

sceptics. Maybe we'd all do the same ourselves. The man 

deserves a fair shake and now is as good a time as ever to 

look at the Maestri Enigma once again because the issues 

raised by this tale are forever timely and they certainly 

transcend the miniature world of super-alpinism. . M ichael Bearzi's article, writes K en Wilson , 
together with the chapter in the recent 

book by Alan Kearney represent welcome 

new contributions to the debate about the 

1959 Cerro Torre climb by Cesare Maestri 

and the late Toni Egger. They express a broadly optimistic 

view which is not shared by all, but I am sure that all who 

have taken an interest in this matter would be delighted if 

the doubts could be resolved so that the ascent could take 

its place as perhaps the most outstanding super-alpine 
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climb of all time. 

These Cerro Torre matters were dealt with in detail in 

Mountain in the 1970s. Initially the concentration was 

so le ly on the events that took place above the col of 

Conquest culminating in an interview with Cesare Maestri 

in 1973 for Mountain 23 and Alan Heppenstall's reappraisal 

of the evidence in 1975 for Mountain 42. Then came the 

startling findings of the 1976 Torre Egger climb by Jim 

Donini, John Bragg and Jay Wilson, published in Mountain 

51. They found no trace of progress or retreat in the 2,000 

feet of face between the snowpatch and the col. From that 

one as the Torre Egger climb was taking place on the 

opposite face.) 

In 1977 Leo Dickinson, who was seeking information for 

a Cerro Torre film, recontacted Maestri who sent him pages 

of the 1959 expedition account which Leo got retranslated; 

we had already studied this for the Mountain 23 interview. 

This contained a long account, attributed to Fava, of his 

impressions of the route up to the col part of which is also 

republished with this article. Readers will be struck by 

Fava 's description of the Heilo Patagonico Sur which he 

could only have seen from the col but also note the lack of 

time inquiries have been firmly focused on 

the events that took place below the Col, 

which inevitably brought Cesarino Fava 

into the frame as an important witness . 

Soon after the Torre Egger climb I had a 

brief and unsatisfactory letter exchange 

with Fava which I am publishing here for 

the first time. Leo Dickinson also met Fava 

at an earlier date and I have asked him to 

belatedly record his impressions which are 

also published here. Others had met Fava 

and found him affable and approachable, 

but nobody else, as far as I am aware, had 

questioned him in detail about the 1959 

climb. 

I left Mountain in 1978 but my 

successors were less interested in Cerro 

Torre , presumably taking the view that it 

had a lready been given far too much 

attent ion. An article appeared on the 

Bridwell/ Brewer repe_at of Maestri 's 1971 

bolt route up the south-east ridge in 

Mountain 73 in which it was confirmed -

possibly significant ly - that the bolts 

stopped short of the summit icecap. There 

were also news items and an article on the 

Wyvill/ Campbe ll -Kelly attempt and the 

Proctor/ Burke ascent of the east face diedre 

during which both parties reclimbed the 

lower half of the 1959 route, finding , like 

the Donini party , no trace of the 

Maestri/Egger/ Fava ascent above the gear 

dump below the first snow patch. Proctor 

and Burke also had a view of the upper 

section of the Maestri/Egger route and 

noted that it looked vertiginous with no 

sign of the cou loirs mentioned in the 

Maestri interview. (Jim Donini a lso 

provided a description of the cliff above the 

col of Conquest which is published here , 

but, strangely, I saw no photo of this face 

in the Donini/Bragg/ Wilson archive. It 

seems inconceivable that they didn't take 

Wilson versus fava------~ 
This is the letter exchange that took 
place in the winter of 1976-7 between 
Ken Wilson, at that time editor of 
Mountain magazine and the Maestri 
Enigma's most tenacious enquirer, and 
Cesarino Fava who - according to the 
official account - had left the pair at the 
col of Conquest. 

Dear Mr Fava, 
The American expedition which 
reached the summit of Torre Egger for 
the first time in 1976 had the 
opportunity to follow the same route to 
the col of Conquest which was taken by 
the 1959 expedition of which you were 
a member along with Cesare Maestri 
and Toni Egger. 
As you will undoubtedly be aware, 
Maestri has repeatedly asserted that he 
reached the summit of Cerro Torre with 
Egger, notwithstanding the grave 
doubts expressed in some 
mountaineering circles . Maestri also 
recorded that during the successful 
attempt you accompanied the pair as 
far as the col of Conquest before 
descending alone while the others 
continued the route towards the 
summit. 
This year the Americans spent a 
considerable amount of time preparing 
their route up to the col of Conquest; 
however, they discovered no traces 
whatsoever of the 1959 expedition after 
the initial 300 metres of the face. Up to 
that point there were clear indications 
that the pitches had previously been 
climbed , but further up there were no 
pitons, slings nor anchors for abseil -
nothing whatsoever to give the 
impression that a party had been that 
way, both in ascent and in descent. In 
fact the traces disappeared a short way 
,below the first snowfield on the face, 
where Maestri states that he left a 
cache of equipment during an earlier 
attempt. Given the nature of the terrain, 
it is inconceivable that the American 
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route would not have coincided with 
yours, at least for some sections. 
Under the circumstances we would be 
most grateful if you would let us have 
your account of what happened during 
the 1959 climb , since we intend to 
compile a detailed analysis of the 
situation, based on all available 
evidence acquired both this year and in 
1959. We very much hope that you will 
take this opportunity to clarify your own 
position with regard to the question. We 
would like to point out that Mountain is 
an international magazine with a wide 
readership in Italy; and we are certain 
that our Italian readers will study the 
account of the American expedition with 
considerable interest, and as a result of 
the information put forward by the 
Americans will form their own 
conclusions about the probable 
outcome of your expedition in 1959. 
We take the opportunity to send best 
wishes, 
Ken Wilson. 

Dear Mr Wilson, 
I received yesterday, March 23rd, via 
my friend Ettore Vieyte your letter dated 
September 26th 1976. Good. 
Mr Wilson , I have only one comment to 
make on your doubts, as indeed on 
those of the Carlo Mauris of this world; 
on all the minute analyses that have 
been conducted, including your own; on 
all the speculations; on the use of 
compressors on rock climbs, on 
controversies and people like Cesare 
Maestri who revel in them; on the 
scandalised rhetoricians like Leo 
Dickinson who heap blasphemies on 
bolts placed with a compressor and 
then use them. On this whole quagmire 
of suspicion, ill faith and speculation I 
have only one comment to make, and 
that is SHIT. 
Because that, Mr Wilson , is what the 
whole damned business is about. 
Cesarino Fava. 



Above: Cesarino Fava 

detail or impression 

about his solo abseil 

descent - much of it 

diagonal - down 

some 3,000 feet of 

Cerro Torre . In the 

climbers' defence, it 

must be sa id that 

the 1959 climb was 

accompanied by a 

very fu ll expedition 

report, a technical 

route description 

and several 

magazine articles. If 

mountainside where there should at the ve1y least be some 

old abseil anchors at the key sheltered points such as the 

area around the foot of the east diedre. All of this is in 

sharp contrast to the first thousand feet of the climb which 

was replete with signs of activity. 

The exact response to enquiry by the participants 

becomes of critical importance where such matters remain 

unexplained. In the Maestri interview in Mountain 23 he 

was loquacious about his much-criticised bolt climb up the 

south-east ridge. In contrast he was defensive and vague 

about the 1959 climb. Up to the point when we began to 

discuss the 1959 climb the inte1view was combative, feisty 

and good-humoured, but then Maestri rapidly became 

defensive and hostile, despite attempts to keep the 

discussion cooly focused on facts. He could have become 

tired and irritable of course, but we were talking about 

what would be one of the greatest climbs of all time. I can 

recollect no case where the climber who has genuinely 

made such an epoch-making ascent was not prepared· to 

bathe in glory for as long as any questioner wished . 

there is a hoax or 

conspiracy it is a very elaborate one indeed , but then again, 

past and present incidents show that hoaxes can be 

extremely cunning. 

Bearzi is right to identify those who question the climb 

below the col as 'super-sceptics ' but wrong to place that 

enquiry as less important than consideration of the upper 

part of the mountain. I believe that by doing so, he is 

drawing our attention away from what should be the main 

thrust of the enquiry. There are two living witnesses to the 

lower part of the 1959 ascent and it should be possible to 

Fava's response to my letter was less than satisfactory. 

establish from each of them the details of 

the climb to the co l. Until this matter is 

clarified discussion about the climb above 

the col is rather pointless unless a relic -

one of Maestri's old bolts for example - is 

discovered on the pillar above the col. Such 

a discovery would in turn remove most of 

the need to enquire about the lower section 

and go a long way towards validating the 

overall claim. Even if Maestri and Egger had 

stopped short of the summit and Maestri 

had then claimed an ascent in the manner 

suggested fictitiously in Dave Robert's Like 

Water and Like Wind it would still have 

been a very major attempt that we could all 

legitimately celebrate, if only in Egger's 

memory , to some degree. At this stage, 

however, it is right to conclude that the first 

undisputed ascent of Cerro Torre was made 

by the west face in 1974 by Casimiro 

Ferrari, Mario Conti, Giuseppi Negri and 

Daniele Chiappa - an outstanding climb, 

done in excellent style, for which the credit 

they richly deserve has been largely 

obfuscated by Maestri 's activities. 

Regarding the 1959 climb we have a 

position where no sign of a climb has been 

discovered over a very large section of 

Climbers may experience surges of schadenfreude at the 

sight of a pushy editor being snubbed in this manner, but 

my Argentinean intermediary - Hector Cuinas - said that 

his ire was less with me than with the growing aura of 

inquiry about the 1959 climb and the controversy caused by 

cesarino fava-------~ 
The discovery of a cache of gear below 
the col of Conquest and no traces of 
climbing above this during the first 
ascent of Torre Egger in 1976 cast 
fresh doubt on the claims not only of 
Maestri but also of support climber 
Fava who said he had reached the col 
and then descended alone. In this 
account from April 1959 he describes 
his impressions of the col and his lonely 
retreat down thousands of feet of 
difficult terrain : 

At 5pm, Fava wrote , we are on the [col 
of Conquest]. Shut off to the south of 
the Torre and to the north by another 
no less imposing peak, this col is a truly 
cyclopic window. Facing us below is the 
immense sweep of the 'Hielo 
Continental' , a veritable sea of ice 
looking even more like that azure colour 
characteristic of the area. An extensive 
icefield as flat as the surface of calm 
water on which reflections from the sun 
and the shadows of scudding clouds 
create illusory undulations. 
Edges seem sharpened, polished and 
burnished and weigh down on us, brush 
us and then vanish into the void. 
Fearful overhangs, dihedrals with no 
fissures or holds, as compact as metal , 

MOUNTAIN 34 REVIEW 9 

covered with dashes of snow that the 
wind paints there with incredible force 
and then works into strange 
arabesques. What are we to do next? 
'Go on, if possible.' says Toni. 'But we'll 
be in the air for the whole of the first 
300 metres.' A pause. 'Could you get 
down alone?' Cesare asks me. 'I think I 
could, at any rate I'll do the best I can.' 
Toni added: 'It's best if you go 
straightaway.' They help over the great 
traverse, then I start the descent to the 
DOiier, keeping the ropes above me 
separate using an ice axe placed 
between them. The real problem, which 
demanded infinite patience and 
concentration, lay in recovering the 
rope and arranging it for the next 
descent. By the time I managed to 
reach the glacier, night had fallen but 
the topmost peak of Fitzroy was still 
golden with the last rays of the sun. 
Only then did I remember that we had 
not wished each other well. Each one of 
us was beset with his own particular 
problem - they with the ascent, I with 
the descent. I looked above me to the 
col, my heart full of hope, awe and 
confidence. The attempt on that proud 
peak had not yet begun. Would that 
God grant them good fortune. 





the bolted ascent. Regarding Fava's credibility, he has good 

friends in Italy who will hear no word of criticism of either 

him or Cesare Maestri. They believe that the initial doubts 

in Italy were triggered more by the rivalry between the 

Lecco and Trento climbers. 

Above left: Jim Donini. Above middle: John Bragg , also on the 
1976 Torre Egger expedition that reached the col of Conquest and 
cast fresh doubt on the claims of Maestri. Above right: Toni 
Egger, untouched by the lingering controversy. 

In contrast my formal dealings at that time with the 

Lecco climbers Mauri, Ferrari and Chiappa, left me with the 

impression that they too were keen to learn the truth and 

were not motivated by jealousy or spite . Readers may 

conclude that Maestri 's and Fava's reactions to the enquiries 

were unsatisfactory to a degree that actually invites further 

suspicion. Whether their reaction is deemed furtive or just 

stubborn, I believe it is fair to say that Maestri and Fava 

have failed to provide a 'plausible scenario of events ' in 

particular about the lack of abseil relics over a very large 

section of the mountain. During the past twenty years 

when their climb was the subject of worldwide doubt they 

had ample opportunity to coine forward with further 

information. Indeed Maestri visited the BMC conference in 

Buxton in 1974, where he was rapturously received - clear 

evidence that British climbers, despite the much publicised 

doubts, wished him well - yet on this ideal occasion he 

failed to add anything new about the 1959 climb. 

It is important that those looking carefully at mountain 

ascents, particularly editors and mountain historians, should 

not be credulous. Bearzi is wrong to talk of 'a tradition of 

believing a climber's word'. While climbers, in the absence 

of good photographic evidence, are never asked to prove 

jim ~onini--------~ they did a climb , they are expected to 

provide a plausible account of what took 

place to enable their peers to judge the 

ascent. This has always been the case. It is 

a subtle and barely discernable process 

that is rarely mentioned because climbers 

very rarely lie about the key components 

of their ascents. It is thus assumed that 

Donin i was part of the American 
expedition which in 1976 made the first 
ascent of Torre Egger, in its own right 
an outstanding climb. They followed a 
similar route to Maestri and Egger's as 
far as the col of Conquest and gained a 
unique view of the remaining difficulties 
the pair faced in 1959. These are his 
impressions from a letter to Ken Wilson, 
then the editor of Mountain, in 1976. 

[It] has the appearance of a typical 
granite 'big wall '. Steep, 75° and over, 
with corner and crack systems following 
a vertical plane. Horizontal ledges and 
traversing lines are absent. The climb 
would require a substantial amount of 
aid. We viewed this face after a a six
week period of very stormy weather. 
The lower two-thirds is essentially a 
pure rock climb. The upper part of the 
face appeared to be a series of 

mushrooms on very steep ground. The 
area just described lies to the left of the 
col - the area claimed by Maestri to be 
his route of ascent. 
We could see the col of Hope and the 
mushrooms on the Adela from the col 
of Conquest. The area from the col of 
Conquest to Ferrari 's west face line 
·consists of very steep mixed ground, 
although predominantly on ice. 
Talking to one of Ferrari's 197 4 team 
who viewed the same face from the col 
of Hope he said: 'Nothing there, is 
there?' The initial rock section of 
Maestri's route is difficult to estimate 
due to foreshortening but it must be at 
least 1,500 feet - probably more. The 
wall above the beginning of the traverse 
into the col - the point where Maestri 
claims to have abseiled to on his 
descent - is gently but consistently 
overhanging for over 300 feet. 
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their word is taken traditionally on trust. It 

can sometimes be several years before 

serious attention is focused on a claim, 

usually when a route is repeated, but at 

some point all claims are judged. During 

my period as editor I can recall a number 

of hoax claims of varying degrees of 

cunning, and Americans like Bearzi and 

Kearney need go no farther than the 

audacious claim of the first ascent of 

Denali to remind themselves of the 

possibility. Admittedly, in all of these cases, 

there was never a situation where two 



people conspired in a he>ax. 

Where partners were involved 

they were either fictitious or 

blew their cover when asked 

to face serious questioning. All 

of this makes it very important, 

where there are doubts , to 

obtain exact blow-by-blow 

accounts from the key 

witnesses. A letter exchange 

will serve , but a face-to-face 

encounter is better. 

With the language and 

cultural obstacles involved it 

should, ideally, be the Italians 

who focus in on this and 

establish the credibility of the 

claim one way or the other. 

Yet, with the exception of the 

late Carlo Mauri, nobody in 

Italy has been prepared to 

openly question the claims 

though there are several key 

climbers who privately have 

serious doubts. Even the highly 

respected mountain historians 

Sylvia Metzeltin and Gino 

Buscaini , who had all the 

published material to hand, left 

the matter vague in their 

otherwise scrupulously 

researched book Patagonia 

(dall'Oglio, 1987). 

L'EUKOPl::O 70f - 12 •1•dlo 1959 

ULLA TRAGICA SCALATA DEL CERRO. TORRE 

[ venue 
la morte 
~ianca 

l'esnre . .Mae:ctri, scampcito alla valanga che 
ucci.,e Egger, racconta. la spaventosa espe
rienza vi.iisu.ta dopo la co11qriiata della vet
ta . .Le fotograjie che pubblicl~iamo sono 
l'un.ica testimonianza dell' impresa: quelle 
prese do Egger andarouo perdute con lui 

CESARE MAESTRI 

c T ONI, nttento! •· Dalin nebbla che copre II Torre. esee d'lm
provvlso, con un somo, una montagnn di neve. Blocco le 
corde e ml rannlcchlo conlro la rocda. Toni ra un rnpldo 

movllnento per rlsallre ma vlenc lnveslilo. Un nmiore assor
danu.•, uno strappo lmprovvlso, pcu:I di ghiacclo mi lnvestono. 
Resto con l:l vlslone de! rt11klo ghlaccla!O penslle ,i;pazznto d.il 
crollo. Non rlcsco n rendcrmi conto che Toni e morto. Tutla la 
:.ua tecnlca, tutt.1 la sua l!Spcrlenz:i non sono vnlse a nulln. Uo 
mucchlo dl ghlricdo lo ha colto mcntre lndlfcso gll volgcva le 
spalle. Tutto questo ml sembra mostruoso. Ml assate una stan
chezz.a proronda e una v!Olenta. nausea. La \'alanga ha lrnvolto 
con se I sacc.hl a pelo. Ml rannlcchlo seduto sulla neve e attcndo 
che vengn In nottc. Penso che Corse morlro anch'lo, 11pazz.1to da 
una di Queste valonghe che preclpltuno ogul momenta d:illa 
clma. Tenninru...'lc almcno I\ rumore de! vento. ~ tanto forte chc 
non rlesco ph) a dlstinguerlo dal rumore delle valanghe. 11 ven• 
to pal!Sil alto, s'lnflla con vlolenz..1 attravcrso la forcella che sta 
a due<:cnto melrl sopra la min tesl-.1, sembra che scoppi. AlmcnO 
sl fermasse, potrel pensarc a Toni, ai mlel amid, alla mla vlln. 
Perch~ ml scrlssc Toni? Non avrebbe mnl dovulo scrlverml 

l 
J 

Editors can rarely state that ~~=l~~d;~ter;ie~~t!~~:.1 ch~eclcvn di pnrteclp3N! alla sJ>(!dlzlonc 

somebody has lied in their account but they can say that a 

plausible scenario of events has not been provided. This 

leaves the door . open for a later vindication, but serves 

notice to guidebook writers, historians and others that for 

the time being the claim should perhaps remain unratified. 

I believe that in this case the facts - the absence of abseil 

stations, the contrasting reports of the difficulty of key 

sections of the route, various critical logistical matters, and 

the evasiveness of the two participants - are such that it is 

reasonable to apply this caveat and quite unreasonable to 

concede recognition on some vague romantic view that 

they might have done it based on nothing more than an 

assessment of the nature of the ice climbing difficulties and 

climb lengths of the upper section seen from the standpoint 

of climbers used to modern equipment and techniques. 

POSTCRIPT: Soon after completing this summary I was in Trento as a member.of 
the International Jury at the Film Festival. Here I was lucky to meet several members 
of the present generation of Patagonian activists including the ebullient Ermanno 
Salvaterra and his colleague, the Brenta guide Maurizio Giarolli. Both have climbed 
Cerro Torre by the south-east ridge by the infamous bolt route - in Giariolli's case 
twice, in both winter and summer. Salvaterra reported that he, and various other 
climbers, had now been to the col of Conquest. No original relics had been found 

Above: Comtemporary press reports made much of the tragedy. 

though a bivouac box from one of the earlier expeditions was still in place below the 
east died re. This was probably that first taken by Wyvill and Campbell Kelly and later 
re-used by Proctor and Burke. Above the col, two attempts made little progress but 
last year the Austrian Tomi Bonapace and another climbed 200 metres above the col 
on the north-western flank of the ridge where they were stopped by stubborn 
difficulties. According to Salvaterra no sign of earlier progress was found by the 
Austrians. There are other possible ascent routes, though no sign of 'couloirs' on the 
north-east flank above the col as vaguely described by Maestri. It seems, however, 
that Maestri was always frustratingly vague about his climbs and unable to provide 
precise details of where he had been - exactly the impression he gave in the 
Mountain interview on the 1959 ascent. 
Nevertheless Salvaterra was confident that the 1959 team had reached the col and 
made progress above it - a belief based on his friendship with Fava, who, it appears, 
has had an inspirational effect on many of the current activists in the Trento and 
Brenta areas. I learned that Fava was in Italy but soon to return to Argentina. When 
they realised my interest in the matter Salvaterra and Giarolli very helpfully arranged 
for me to interview Fava. Giariolli drove me the 60 miles to Fava's house in a small 
village below the Brenta group where I conducted the interview. The material I 
obtained still needs to be carefully processed and checked but I can say at this stage 
that Fava provided a very convincing account of his role on the 1959 climb that will, I 
believe, be sufficient to satisfy the super-sceptics that the col was reached. I hope to 
publish the full interview in the next edition of Mountain Review. The Italians and 
Austrians are now very keen to get back to the col to tackle other lines towards the 
summit. Based on Maestri's account there might be up to two dozen bolts or pitons 
on the walls above the col for protection, belay or abseil anchors. The Italians are 
keen to find them and anything else that might add further insight into this ■ 

longstanding question. 
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main text: patrik leje 
crags info: niklas bj6rnestedt 
and lars svadangs 

Right: Fredrik Schlyter on 
Driimdirect (6/6+) at 
Agelsjiin . The route is 
known in English as the 
Dream Dihedral. 
Left: Schlyterabseiling to 
the belay of Gorilla 6+{7- , 
also at Agelsjiin . 

When climbing abroad, I am often 

reminded that my native country
Sweden - is a blank on Europe's 

map of climbing. Whether it's in the 

Polish Tatra or at a sunny crag in 

Spain, the introductory conversation 

is always the same. 

'Ah! Switzerland,' they will say, 

asking whether I have climbed the 

Eiger. The conversation then 

becomes more confused when I answer that I have climbed the 

north face, but I don't live in the Alps. I live up in the north of 

Europe in Scandinavia. In Sweden. Stockholm. The next 

question is obvious. 'Stockholm! Is there any climbing there?' 
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I doubt that there are any other capital cities in Europe 

where it is possible to take the tube or bus out into the 

wilderness and arrive at a decent crag. Wherever you 

are in Sweden, you're always close to nature. The 

Venice of Scandinavia may sound pretentious but it is 

a most appropriate epithet for Stockholm. It is a spectacular 

city, situated on its many islands, right where Lake Malaren 

flows into the Baltic. The water surrounding the city is 

surprisingly clean and it is possible to fish edible salmon 

right in the centre of the city. On hot summer days you will 

see people - and that does include Swedish blondes -

swimming at Stockholm's many beaches. 

After spending a few seasons climbing and skiing in 

Chamonix and most of my time home in Sweden at a new

found crag near Norrkoping, 120 miles south of Stockholm, 

the climbing part of me was a bit sceptical about moving to 

the capital. But I was in love and now, five years later, I'm 

married and still living here. As Vonnegut would say, 'so it 

goes'. During these years in Stockholm I have been climbing 

a lot more than I had expected. Without knowing it I had 

moved to the most developed climbing area in Sweden. 

Fifty crags or more provide at least 1,300 routes in 

Stockholm. The rock is gneiss and granite and the climbs are 

ten to 30 metres high. The grades vary from 5.2 to 5.13b but 

most of the routes are about 5.9 to 5.11 or HVS to E4. You 

need a car to get to most of these climbing areas as they are 

scattered ten to thirty miles from the centre of the city. All of 

this is described in the updated 1992 guidebook to climbing 

in Stockholm. I should add that some of the crags are 

beautifully situated by lakes or out in the Baltic archipelago 

and it is possible to camp - for free - at a few of these crags. 

Stockholm's history of climbing goes back to the 1930s 

and as in other countries, crag-climbing was more or less a 

training ground for mountaineers in those days. A lot has 

happened since then. A milestone in the development of 

Swedish rock-climbing is Hasse Hellstrom's free climb of 

Omojilaga Vaggen or The Impossible Wall at 5.10b in 1965. 

The route has become a real classic and is still a testpiece 

and one of the finest of its kind. During the 1970s many of 

the aid climbs were freed. A lot of the inspiration and 

influences in those days seem to have come from the United 

States, especially Yosemite, and Britain, while many of 

today's leading Swedish rock-climbers have adopted the bolt 

- and chip - ethics of limestone climbing in France and 

Spain. 

There is a symbolic but very true story about these foreign 

influences and the current dualism of climbing ethics in 

Sweden. The English clin1ber Choe Brooks visited Sweden in 

1980 and put up Choe's Show, a 5.10d route in Stockholm. 

This climb is still thought of as demanding, due to its 

commitment, the difficulty of placing not too obvious nuts 

and Friends and the risk of a long fall. Some people would 

sum up this kind of climbing with one word - balls. 

In the summer of 1991 I ran into Fabrice Baghirati - a 

French guide from Chamonix - at a crag in Stockholm and 

we discussed the pros and cons of bolts. He was surprised 

that bolts were absent on some frightening and dangerous 

routes in Stockholm. His views were not irrelevant and even 

though I wouldn't fully agree with his attitude I can see his 

point on routes where you're actually soloing with a rope. 

On the other hand, I said, you can always top-rope. 

I recommended Agelsjon, my favorite crag and Fabrice 

followed my advice, climbing some of the pe1fectly safe -

but still self-protected - routes at this beautiful climbing area 

above a lake. He did the third ascent of my clean route Led 

Zeppelin (5.llb), and then bolted a 5.llc line of Petz! bolts 

next door to my route as a 'French contribution' to Swedish 

rock climbing. So it goes. A safe and bolted route in French 

style or a mentally demanding English route of clean 

climbing? The ambassadors have gone home to their 

respective countries and the choice is up to us. Choe's and 

Fabrice's different styles of climbing reflect the present mood 

in Sweden and, perhaps, the rest of the climbing world. 

In the last issue of Bergsport - the Swedish Climbing 

Association's magazine - there is an enthusiastic book review 

of Pat Ament's biography of Royal Robbins. Calleberg, who 

has been climbing since the 1970s, suggests that Spirit of the 

Age 'ought to be required reading on all climbing courses.' 

This isn't as far fetched an idea as it might seem. A few days 

ago I spoke to Lars Cronlund, former president of the 

Swedish Climbing Association, Everest conqueror and 

passionate reader of climbing literature. Lars pointed out that 

many of today's Swedish climbers are surprisingly ignorant of 

the sport's history. So it goes. 

The clash of different ethics of climbing in Sweden is as 

evident in Bergsport as anywhere else. You read about Royal 

Robbins drilling thirteen bolts - no more - on the first ascent 

of the 34 pitches of Salathe Wall on one page and on the 

next, you catch sight of a newly reported 25 metre 5.12d 

route in the south of Sweden, with as many bolts as Robbins 

used on El Cap. No wonder the present state of Swedish 

rock-climbing sometimes feels schizophrenic. 

In Urby-Gothenburg for example, bolts are very rare, due 

to the bolting committee of the local climbing club and the 

area's strong tradition of clean climbing. The combination of 

excellent crack climbing and the consciousness of style and 

ethics on the west coast, offer an obvious connection with 

adventurous climbing on big walls in nearby mountainous 

Norway. In Vastervik - 200 miles south of Stockholm- on the 

other hand, the grades are higher and new routes are 

established every otl1er day, but you will find chipped holds 

and a bolt every second metre. So it goes. 

A current phenomenon is that many of the new climbers 

have been introduced to climbing on indoor walls or on a 

holiday in France and unless they show up on a climbing 

course they will choose to climb the bolted routes, since it is 

safer, less complicated and easier to tick off a hard grade. 

What is worse is that if they do decide to register for a 
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climbing course, they run the risk - even though it is small -

of learning nothing about the use of nuts and Friends as 

there are 'climbing instructors' who hardly bother to teach 

this antique style of climbing. 

Fortunately, the tradition of self-protected 'clean climbing' 

is strong in Sweden and most bolts appear to be well 

needed. I would guess that half of the routes in Stockholm 

are bolted and half are self-protected. Some bolt preachers 

would actually prefer a French and Spanish-style bolt 

invasion. But I doubt that we will suffer from the kind of 

cl imbing dystopia that Doug Scott wrote about in MoRe 4. 

Still, I have to admit that I enjoy climbing retrobolted routes 

in Spain and Sweden, as much as I enjoyed climbing in 

alpine style on Nanga Parbat's Rupal Face with Doug's son 

Mike. The one does not exclude the other. 

mainly Stockholm and Gothenburg. The list of first Swedish 

ascents since the end of the 1980s wou ld include a number 

of north faces in the Alps, exotic big walls like the Lotus_ 

Flower Tower and Fitzroy and the Himalayan summits of 

Muztagh Tower, Cho Oyu, K2 and Everest. 

Thousands of new routes along with constant discoveries 

of new crags are further evidence of intense activity. With 

2,700 members last year, the Swedish Climbing Association 

reached an all-time high record - twice as many as in 1990. 

I'd guess that there are about 5,000 to 10,000 climbers in 

Sweden today. 

Despite the very favourable currency - the British pound 

is worth twelve and a half crowns - Sweden still has an 

un deserved and out-of-date reputation for being an 

expensive country. This is no longer true. 

The present renaissance of outdoor life in Sweden today 

has appointed climbing as the symbol of adventure. But, the 

paradox of today's booming interest in and ru naway 

deve lopment of rock climbing in Sweden is that it is 

alpinism, or rather Himalayan mountaineering, that has 

Nor does any other country offer its citizens and visitors 

such a generous law for the legal right of access to private 

land. This does not allow you to leave a p ile of rubbish 

everywhere and I trust that visiting climbers will show 

respect to a uniquely clean country in which free camping is 

allowed at most of the crags. attracted most of the media's attention. In other words, a lot 

of people have started to climb on walls and 

then on real rock because they have read an 

article about the Eiger or seen a film about 

an ascent of Everest on television or Stallone 

in Cliffhanger. So it goes. 

One obvious explanation is that there are 

p lenty of crags but no real mountains to 

climb in the south part of Sweden. There is 

of course a whole mountain range - making 

a natural border with Norway - up in the 

north, but these mountains are unfortunately 

not as steep as those on the other side of the 

border. Still, the Swedish mountains do offer 

challenging ice and winter climbs, as well as 

be ing perfect for skiing , trekk ing and 

mountain biking. 

From a general point of view , th e 

climbers in the north of Sweden are closer to 

alpine climbing in many aspects. Adventures 

in the winter season are generally sought in 

the snow-covered Swedish mountains, while 

Norwegian big walls and long rock routes 

on Lofoten, for example, are popu lar 

summer p ilgrimages. It is no coincidence 

that the finest free-climb on the Troll Wall -

Swedish Route 1000m/ 5.10a - was put up by 

climbers from the north, Tommy Nilsson and 

Lars Goran Johansson from Umea. 

But the genera lisation ends when 

cons idering that many of our nation 's 

successfu l enterprises in the Alps an d 

Himalayas during the last five years are the 

work of climbers from the south of Sweden. 

climbin1 in sweden 
Route info: There are about a dozen 
guides covering climbing areas in 
Sweden. The guides are usually 
available in local climbing shops. The 
Swedish climbing magazine Bergsport 
is also a good source of information. 
Contact: Patrik Leje , Fastlagsvagen 55, 
S-126 47 Hagersten. 

Weather: Sweden can be rainy and 
November to March is definitely a cold 
period when the rain comes down as 
white fluffy stuff. May to 
August is the best period 
with May and June 
usually being driest and 
July and August 
warmest. 

Rock:The rock is very 
varied and you can climb 
on all types except 
perhaps for sandstone 
and limestone. The rock 
is usually very sound. 

Gear: We have focused 
on naturally protected 
climbing but in all areas 
there are plenty of bolt
protected routes. Granite 
climbing on the west 
coast requires a normal 
rack - nuts and Friends. 
In Stockholm you would 
be stupid to leave your 
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microwires at home. 

Grading: Sweden uses the UIAA 
grading system, but the grading is 
generally harder than for instance in 
Germany. A route that is graded 6+ 
would probably be graded 7- or even 7 
in Germany. A Swedish 6+ would be an 
American 5.1 Oc or even a 5.1 Od. 

Below: Kaj von Damm on 
Tuborg (6+) al Utby
Gothenburg. 



the best crags in sweden r-------------------------------------------, 
Stockholm is home to the biggest climbing community and is natural lines. The harder routes are often bolted and tackle the 
also one of the few capitals in the world where you can take the crackless faces between the classics. One of the most popular 
afternoon off and be able to choose between over one thousand areas is Dyviksudd which boasts very steep routes ten to 25 
routes, none more than an hour's drive away. Even if many of the metres in length. The walls have in many places been undercut 
routes are fairly short and some are far from superb there are by the sea during the last ice age. Many of the routes 
quite a few classic lines well worth doing. consequently present you with a roof that has to be overcome 
The most popular crag for the middle grade climber is Haggsta before you get access to the wall above. Gritstoneberget with its 
with more than one hundred routes with both natural and fixed delicate but short face climbs is another fine crag. The rock is not 
protection. Ranging from ten to 25 metres in length, Haggsta was gritstone as the name would suggest but a coarse type of granite. 
probably the first developed crag in Sweden with documented You often need to be imaginative to find good placements for 
climbing dating back to the thirties. Some classic middle grade small wires. 
routes are found here, especially on the Omojliga vaggen wall. 
You can camp for free on the field below the crag and swim in the 
lake that lies at one end of it. Check the temperature first. 

Tyreso is a peninsula reaching out into the Baltic Sea south-east 
of Stockholm. This region has some of the best climbing in the 
area. The classic routes are often around Grade 6 and follow the 

A crag for the hard men is Skevik east of Stockholm which has 
some extremely nice but tough routes, reaching into the upper 
grades. The crag itself is shaped like an amphitheatre and any 
number of strange activities besides climbing have taken place 
here over the years. The cave-like atmosphere of the 
amphitheatre can be quite intimidating but the rock is sound 

enough and there are plenty of holds. 
The climbs are mostly bolt protected 
but there are also some classic 
routes with more traditional 
protection. 

Gothenburg on the west coast is not 
as big as Stockholm but the climbing 
is even better and so close that you 
can see the city centre from the top 
of the cliffs. Almost all of the climbing 
is concentrated on a handful of crags 
in and around the suburb of Utby but 
there are hundreds of routes, all on 
high quality, knobbly granite. Here 
are some of the best and hardest 
crack climbs in Sweden but also an 
increasing number of bolt-protected 
face climbs. It's hard to single out any 
routes among such a smorgasbord of 
excellent climbing but the many 
excellent crack climbs are what really 
place Gothenburg among the great 
climbing spots anywhere. Following 
obvious lines they have all the right 
qualities; they are sustained, 
strenuous but well protected. 
Camping is possible right in front of 
the crag but don't forget that you are 
camping in a city park which would 
be illegal if it wasn't for the 
cooperation of the local authorities. 

Two hours drive along the coast 
north from Gothenburg is Bohuslan, 
an area which in our opinion is the 
best climbing area of Sweden. The 
area is littered with cliffs of every size 
in lush countryside. The rock is 
granite but of a much smoother type 
than in Gothenburg. The climbing 
goes from unprotected smearing on 

I slabs to well protected but strenuous 
I cracks with some thin face climbing 
I in between. Many of the most striking 
I lines have already been climbed but 
I there are still vast possibilities for 
I new routes. Surprisingly the area is 
L ___________________________________________ J 
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the best crags in sweden r-------------------------------------------, 
still not as popular as one would expect and it's not uncommon to been put up and there are no signs that the intense activity will 
have a whole cliff to yourself. A typical climb is about 40 metres drop. The first and only guidebook soon became out-of-date, but 
high, either in scary and impressive situations or in nice cracks on a new version will be available in 1995 - when the author has 
sunny faces. Most of the routes have masses of natural come back from Yosemite. The new edition will provide at least 
protection and the trick is to not run out of gear before you reach 400 routes of ten to 40 metres high as well a guide to the 30 
the top. ice/alls that appear during the winter season. 

Haller is one of the steeper cliffs with some very intimidating 
routes. Some well known climbers from abroad have been so 
affected by this cliff that they have left without having done 
anything of importance. There are routes with such a reputation 
that they haven't had a second ascent in over ten years. The 
routes on the main wall are not desperate but they are scary and 
the exposed climbing gives a lasting impression. 

Valserod is more popular due to its friendlier aspect. We have 
deliberately not mentioned any specific routes so far but we must 
make one exception. Villskudd is the one route you must do if you 
only did one route in Sweden. Offering every type of climbing 
known to man in its 40 metres, it is a pure joy. The biggest face is 
a huge smooth wall cut by continuous cracks. The resulting 
routes are long, continuous and well protected. Valser6d is also 
one of the few places in Bohuslan where you can find high-quality 
routes in the lower grades. 
Camping used to be possible amongst the cows in a pasture near 
Valser6d but the farmer got tired of litter left by unthinking 
climbers. Nowadays most people camp on official campsites near 
the coast but if you keep a low profile you can camp closer to the 
crags without any problems. 

Agelsjon - situated in the Kolmarden Forest, a few miles north 
of Norrk6ping - is a beautiful crag, named after its dark blue fjord
like lake, and a two-hour-drive south of Stockholm. Driving from 
Stockholm to Gothenburg or vice versa, it will make the perfect 
break from motorway-driving on a summer day. Whether hiking; 
swimming or climbing, Agelsj6n is worth stopping for. 
Since the crag was discovered in 1988 many new routes have 

Utby 
Bohuslan -

Haller 
Valserod 

The rock is of a strange gneiss-granite mixture and is quite 
awkward to climb until you get used to it. Once you've become 
friends with the rock, it offers plenty of good 5.1 O to 5.11 climbing 
and a couple of nice surprises. If you are into sea-cliff climbing, 
the 25-metre crack climbs by the lake will appeal. The 40-metre 
headwall is the major attraction in Agelsj6n. The rich supply of 
holds on this impressive piece of rock give an impression of 
limestone rather than granite. 

Magnus Ryden, who put up the first route on this wall , M6rkret 
faller - Ljuset stiger (The Darkness Falls - The Light Rises) 
managed to catch the feeling of dusk here in Agelsj6n . When 
climbing above the water, you are right in the middle of a natural 
drama. The colour of the rock changes to yellow and then orange 
while the lake darkens and turns black. 
There are plenty of legends and myths about the Kolmarden 
Forest. Folk-tales tell of seductive dryads or dangerous bandits 
living in the caves of the woods. One of the Swedish romantics -
Carl Jonas Love Almqvist (1793-1866) wrote about the mythical 
and mystical forest of Kolmarden in his novel Drottningens 
Juvelsmycke - The Queen's Jewel. The androgynous heroine -
Tintomara - is a mesmeric child of nature running around the 
forest singing strange songs. Interesting enough, Almqvist's 
enchanting heroine is also a talented rock-climber. 
If you have nothing against seductive dryads, cave-bandits or 
nineteenth-century ghost-climbers, camping in Agelsj6n is free 
and there are plenty of nice spots for a tent. The best place is a 
large meadow two hundred metres from the car park. The water 
in the lake is drinkable. Please keep the area as clean as you find 
it. A low profile will help to prevent possible access problems in 
the future. ■ 

,. NORRKOPING 0 

IAgelsJ~ 

Haggsta 
Tyreso 
Dyviksudd 
Gritstoneberget 
Skevik 
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Right: The east face of 
Shiprock. Burns - in white 
- can be seen at work on 
the first ascent of Friggin in 
the Rigg in. 
Below: Cam Burns on the 
summit after seven days 
effort 

In late 1960s New Mexico, a little-known race raged among 
desert climbers for the first ascent of Shiprock's impressive east 

face. In the spring of 1969, Art Howells, 
Don Doucette and Steve Wilman almost 
succeeded before a storm blew them 
off. In May, 1994, Cameron M. Burns 
and Luke Laeser spent seven days 
completing the line Howells, Doucette 

and Wilman had originally envisioned. But that isn 't the whole 
story. Not by a long way. 

seven days on shiprock 
C limbing on the reservation is controversial. 

Some will say illegal. Many will boil over at 

the mere mention of the word Navajo in this 

article. White people seem to speak in 

hushed tones when they talk of native 

Americans, as though we aren't worthy of repeating the 

names of the great tribes that roamed across the continent. 

Perhaps the fact that the white man once tried to 

exterminate most of them prompts many of us to act as 

though Indians should be placed on a pedestal. I don't 

know. 

But the fact is, standing on top of the first pitch of a new 

route on Shiprock's massive east face, all my preconceived 

notions about native Americans , reservations and white 

man 's new-found reverence have been destroyed. 

Perched there, while my partner Luke Laeser cleans a 

rack's worth of loosely tapped-in pitons, I watch as tourists 

by the car-load drive across a cattle guard a few miles south 

of the monolith and stream across the prairie in small cars. 

In general, their visits are brief. They get out after they've 

reached the rock, look around, take photographs, get back 

in their cars and drive away. They are all immaculately 

dressed, as one would be on a Saturday family outing, and 

they don't like the dust. 

Watching these visitors, I scratch a pile of gravel out of 

my ear and wonder if I brought more than one pair of 

underwear. By late afternoon, there have probably been 40 

tourists. Some have had picnics, some have taken hikes up 
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the talus cone to the base of the rock and taken photos. 

Several have pulled out mountain bikes and done laps 

around the rock. 

All have trespassed. 

Before you lambast me, call and harass me, place 

Mountain Review over the bull's eye and lob darts , I'll 

admit Luke and I are no better than the bumbling tourons 

who make up our ridiculously screwy Anglo culture. 

But in our defence is the chain of events that prompted 

us onto the first pitch of the east face. Better yet is the sto1y 

once we got there . It's a story about rudeness , and our 

attempts not to promote it. 

In late 1992, during an auto tour of the classic towers of 

the Navajo reservation, Luke and I stopped to gaze upon 

one of the more famous pinnacles in desert history, Venus 

'I wondered if it was right to be there. All 
twelve years of my climbing life, the 
American climbing press had stated 
emphatically that climbing is illegal on the 
reservation.' 

Needle. We had planned nothing more than a mere glance 

towards the vertical shaft of rock that was plastered as 

generously throughout our favourite climbing books as 

Napoleon is through European history. While we were 

standing there, a Navajo woman drove past. 

'Just looking, ' we assured her. 'We'll leave soon.' 

Well, she said , if us boys would like, we could hike over 

to the tower for a closer look. 

Nice offer, we thought, taking advantage of it as soon as 

it left her tongue. Walking back to our car, we noticed that 

two Navajo men had been watching us from the front 

porch. Due to the location of their home, I guessed they 

probably hadn't seen us talk to the woman and probably 

did not know that we had been given permission to walk 

around the tower. 

Due to my guilty conscience, I wanted to explain. We 

wandered up to the two men. Life is full of big surprises. 

From the occasional bolt ripping out on a sport climb to 

lightning striking your next bivouac site on a wall. The two 

gentleman didn't mind our little hike, and even suggested 

that we climb the tower. 

Yep, you read it right. 

The truth was, they said, they had a 'grazing permit' for 

the tower and could let us . Moreover, they were happy that 

we'd talked to them. Many climbers had come to their land 

over the years, ignored them, and climbed the tower. No 

polite hellos. No may Is? Not even a thank you. Just rude 

climbers being themselves, it seemed. 

'Pull your car up in our yard,' the older Navajo 

gentleman suggested politely. 'To get it off the road. ' 

Luke and I did our climb but the whole time I wondered 

if it was right to be there. All twelve years of my climbing 

life, the American climbing press had stated emphatically 

that climbing is illegal on the reservation. So when I called 

the Navajo Tribal Government a year ago, in mid 1993, to 

do an interview for this magazine on the official status of 

climbing, I was surprised with what I was told. 

Nathaniel Boyd, a right-of-way agent with the Navajo 

Tribal Parks and Recreation Department, told me that while 

climbing is prohibited in Monument Valley and Canyon de 

Chelly National Park - a park located on Navajolands but 

governed by the US National Park Service - other places on 

the rese1vation it's not. 

At least, that's what he said. 

If a person was interested in visiting the reservation for 

climbing, Boyd recommended the official route, which is to 

ask for permission from grazing permit holders wherever 

the climbing objective is located. 

Because jostling around Navajolands in the dust-ridden 

cab of a pick-up truck you're likely to never figure out who 

holds the permittee for anything , Boyd suggested the 

official, respectful route of seeking out the local Chapter 

House, where the Chapter Committee meets. The person to 

talk to on the Chapter Committee is the 'grazing committee 

member. ' 

'He'll know the boundaries for the different permittees,' 

said Boyd. '[And] usually, the grazing committee member is 

bilingual. ' 

Generally, the Navajo, or Dineh, as they call themselves, 

don't mind climbers, said Boyd, and are likely to allow you 

to climb a specified formation 'if you 're willing to co

operate.' But Boyd was quick to add, 'you 're at your own 

risk. ' 

Well, that's how my interview went and that 's the 

essence of what I was told. I took reams of notes, and was, 

as the saying goes, completely blown away. It seemed this 

fellow was telling me that you could climb on the 

reservation. It ran counter to everything I'd read. 

'Hold the front page! ' I thought to myself as I 

experienced the journalist's proverbial wet dream. 'This is 

major news. I'll win a Pulitzer for actually finding out 

what's going on.' But, I never really did anything with the 

notes I took. Working up to 65-70 hours a week at a 

newspaper, I get sick of writing. I just continued to go 

climbing. And I met a lot more Navajo people in the 

process. 

Finally, this May, Luke and I targeted Shiprock's east 

face. We knew of a route Art Howells, Don Doucette and 

Steve Witman had attempted during the spring of 1969. 

They were in a race with the man himself - Harvey T. 

Carter - for the first ascent of the wall. 

'It was a friendly sort of competition,' Howells, now 50, 

recalls. Their proposed route lay just left of the lower 

Honeycomb gully and took a prominent 1,000-foot buttress 

boasting incredibly continuous crack systems. Howells, 

Doucette and Wilman spent one day climbing the first two 
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pitches. The next day they climbed two more pitches. They 

bivouacked on a large flake. On their third on the route, 

they climbed another pitch and a half but were hit by a 

vicious thunderstorm and retreated. 

The trio had planned to return, but didn't get around to 

it fast enough. When they had time for a big climb in the 

following spring of 1970, they headed for Yosemite. 

'A quotation from Royal Robbins at the time was that the 

Nose was the most sought after climb in the world,' 

recalled Howells. 'I thought the desert was better. ' 

Howells wasn't the only one. 

By September, 1970, when the trio was thinking about 

returning to the east face, Carter was already there. He had 

cajoled Denver climber Bill Forrest to join him on a bold 

new route - the Secret Passage. Howells and Doucette lost 

interest and never went back. 

For a young lad growing up in northern New Mexico, 

there are a few big moments in life. Mine include getting 

my first job at Safeway, my first driving lesson in Dad's old 

Toyota and the first time plugging home base with big 

Rosie Jones. 

By May, 1994, I felt like I was entering middle age. 

Safeway had burned down, the old Toyota had been 

squashed like tinfoil in an accident and Rosie had 

discovered she was a lesbian, moved to San Francisco and 

was in therapy. But there was still Shiprock. 

Tse-Beh-Tai (pronounced 'Sy-Bit-I') as the Navajos call it, 

or the rock with wings. It was rumoured to have carried the 

Navajo people to their current home in the north-western 

corner of New Mexico where it turned to stone. Having 

spent high school growing up in Cold War Los Alamos, one 

tended to gaze at Shiprock the way a Los Angeles 

youngster might look to El Capitan. It was the big stone. 

A new route on it might not classify us with the Carters 

or the Howells of this world, but it was better than stuffing 

loaves of Wonder Bread in paper bags and doing 'clean

ups ' on aisle nine. In 1992, while on our auto tour through 

the heart of the reservation, Luke and I had hiked around 

Shiprock and found what appeared to be two old routes. 

After a few phone calls to Colorado Springs - where the 

entire 1960s desert climbing community is living in 

· retirement - Howells said go for it. He and Doucette had 

hung up their racks. Following a false start in mid April 

with Jon Butler, Luke and I were back in mid May. Driving 

into the base of the rock, we were certain that Shiprock 

couldn't be part of anyone's grazing permit as there are no 

houses for miles. We were especially confident because the 

Parks and Recreation Department's Boyd had never said 

anything about Shiprock. 

Luke and I tapped away for four days, placing pitons in 

hairline cracks that bottomed out more often than not. Each 

placement required ten to fifteen minutes cleaning and 80 

percent of our pitons were tied off short. AS Bird Beaks 

were essential and could be re1noved with a gentle tug of 

the fingers. 

In short, it was the kind of route big-wall fiends relish, 

and the kind of climbing that would ensure that I remain an 

ambitious backpacker for the rest of my days. Four days 

into the route, while Luke was essentially pressing beaks in 

with his fingertips, a man rode up on a horse. He was, I 

ascertained from the belay, a Navajo. 

'We have the resolution,' he called. 'You're not supposed 

to be up there. We have the resolution.' 

'A grazing permit?' I called down. 

'Yes.' 

'Do you want us out of here?' I asked. 'We'll leave right 

away if you 'd like.' 

For several tense minutes the rider didn't answer. He 

seemed angry. 'Just meet me here at seven tonight,' he said. 

'We'll talk.' 

Luke and I rappelled off, embarrassed that we hadn't 

investigated the 'ownership' of the monolith further. We felt 

truly ashamed. We drove to the rider's home and arrived as 

he was putting his horse away. We apologised and 

apologised. And then apologised. I must have said 'I'm 

sorry' 30 times. 

The Navajo fellow, Brandon Paul, was pretty surprised. 

People climb Shiprock all the time, but no one asks for 

'His family signed a contract with the 
company making the film for a sum to be 
paid for use of the land. The company shot 
its film , packed up and left. Brandon never 
saw a dime. ' 

permission. And they certainly don ' t make apologies 

afterwards. His eyebrows crept up. 

'I accept you apology,' he said. 

With that issue seemingly out of the way, we started 

talking about the climb we were trying. We told him we 

thought it was a good route - 'lotsa tough beaks' - and said 

we would really like to finish it, if he would consider letting 

us. Brandon said no problem. 

However, he did ask us to get him a twelve-pack of 

Budweiser on our evening jaunt into town. Over the 

following two days and nights Brandon dined with us at 

the base of the route. We gave him five cans of beans, a 

can of motor oil so he could start his generator and watch 

television, and $20 so he could drive to Flagstaff to pick up 

his four children who would spend the summer with him. I 

admitted to both Luke and Brandon these gifts were 

nothing more than a pay-off, but no one cared. It worked 

for both parties. 

During the few nights we spent with Brandon, he told 

us about all the trespassing onto his land. He said his own 

attempts to block off the access road to Shiprock had been 

stymied by tourists in trucks, pushing the boulders aside. 

He said he'd placed signs at the road, warning people 
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away. Nothing had worked. 

He also had a sto,y about actor Ted Danson's upcoming 

film Pontiac Moon, shot at the base of Shiprock. According 

to Brandon, his family signed a contract with the company 

making the film for a sum to be paid for use of the land. 

The company shot its film , packed up and left. Brandon 

never saw a dime. Presently, he's trying to bring a lawsuit 

against the company that produced the film. The fight, he 

said, is going nowhere. 

Luke and I liked Brandon a lot. He laughed at our dumb 

jokes and startled us with his unbelievable stories. 

Eventually, we decided that $20, some beans, motor oil and 

beer was too cheap a price for such hospitality, especially 

in the face of such abuses. 

We suggested in return for letting us do the route, we 

clean up the hundreds of broken bottles smashed against 

the rocks at the base of the east face by partyers and that 

we paint over the sexist and racist graffiti. The worst 

eyesore was Sheila, a twenty by twenty foot nude, spread

eagled woman with a major gynaecological problem. 

Brandon agreed to the idea. 

We finished the route over the next three days, 

rappelling to the ground each night as electrical storms 

blasted the rock, Watching the lightning hit the prairie from 

a ledge 1 ,200 feet in the air is one of my scariest 

mountaineering memories. We topped out on May 13th, a 

Friday, and pondered fate . We had placed eighteen bolts, 

all at belay and rappel stations. About a dozen bolts had 

been placed by Howells, Doucette and Wilman, mostly on 

the first pitch. We rappelled the route while a group of 

tourists watched. 

Saturday morning was spent in Farmington buying paint 

and garbage bags. My parents were so supportive of our 

efforts, they drove four hours from Los Alamos to help. We 

left Shiprock feeling the most satisfied we've ever felt after 

a climbing trip. Harvey Carter and Art Howells 

congratulated us. Carter was surprised we had been given 

permission. A friend guessed that we might be the first 

climbers to receive permission for an ascent of Shiprock. 

But things got weirder. When we got home, I wrote a 

short blurb for the American magazine Rock & Ice for 

which I interviewed Leo Watchman, Jr. , from the Parks and 

Recreation Department to make certain we had been within 

the bounds of what is acceptable down there and confirm 

the notes I'd taken the previous year weren't part of some 

weird, climber-dream. 

'It's not a problem,' he told me. 

I wrote the story and thought no more about it. At least 

until I contacted a woman in the Navajo Broadcasting 

Services Department. She told me climbing wasn't allowed 

on the reservation. I heard a flushing sound as my Pulitzer 

disappeared down the pan. So I told her what I'd been 

told. After a couple of tense minutes, she said the entire 

nation was in a state of flux over the matter of climbing. 

'We are having a dispute with some local landowners,' 

she said. ~ 
It seems a lot is in flux. Certain permittee holders might S 

I:! 
3 or might not grant permission , and tribal officials tend to 

give different answers, depending on their point of view. I ~ 
guess if there's any philosophy I'd abide to, it runs along I 
the lines of what the renowned environmental journalist ~ 
Valerie Taliman, a Navajo, once told me. ~ 

'If you go,' she said, 'it's not a big deal. Just show ~ 

respect to the local people. That's the best thing you can do t:: 
':i 

whether you're climbing or not. Snow some respect. ' 

Her words had been echoed by the late Leo Watchman, 

Sr., a highly respected , high-ranking politician and former 

director of Navajo Health Services, when he gave Luke and 

I permission for Venus Needle in 1992. He said talking to 

the local folks and being polite meant everything. 

I guess that brings me to my point, which is to influence 

climbers who regularly visit the rese1vation and impart to 

them what I've gleaned from dozens of conversations with 

local people and tribal officials. Literally hundreds climb on 

the reservation each year yet I know of none who ask first 

or even talk to the Navajo one they are there. 

Many climbers seem to have the attitude of Chuck Pratt, 

writing in The View from Deadhorse Point. The article is 

hailed as the finest ever written about desert climbing, but 

it's a travesty in my estimation. 

'Then we hear tom-toms ,' he wrote of a climb on 

Shiprock. 'Is this the prelude to a thousand shrieking 

savages circling Shiprock, launching flaming arrows at us?' 

'A pick-up arrives with two Indians,' he wrote of a 1964 

ascent of Venus Needle. 'I am paranoid about Indians ever 

since the incident in the trading post and now here I am 

lashed to an immovable desert spire. One of the Indians 

gets out of the pick-up and strolls nonchalantly over. I 

untie from my anchor and brace for running .. .' 

And en route to Spider Rock: 'At the start of the trail we 

find a sign that states 'No Climbing' ... we turn the sign 

around so that its blank side shows and proceed into the 

canyon.' It seems Pratt never even tried to talk with the 

Navajo and portrays them as unpredictable and 

untrustworthy. Too bad. His article could have been 

fabulous. One climber, who appears regularly in America's 

most influential magazine, told me recently he ducked out 

of the sight of approaching Navajos while on a ledge 

during a permissionless ascent of Shiprock so the Navajos 

wouldn't know he was there. 

They knew. And they were hospitable enough not to 

press the point. It's too bad we can't treat our Navajo hosts 

with the same respect. The Navajo, said Taliman, aren't 

idiots, and they're as curious about us as they are about 

them. Treat them like humans, she said, as you would hope 

to be treated yourself. I guess the fact is we could all stand 

to clean up our act. I hope we do because you never 

know, it might lead somewhere. ■ 
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■ 

Two alpinists sit slumped in the sunlight outside a cafe in Chamonix. 

Faraway eyes, hollow faces, scarred hands. They look like men who 

have just done a hard first ascent. A third joins them. He looks fresh, 

as though he has just hit town for the start of a new season. The 
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Left: Jasper ice climbing 
near Chamonix. He has 
soloed two routes on the 
north face of Les Droites 
and many others 
throughout the Alps, 
including on first ascents. 

H e could be a Californian surfer with his long 

blond hair and constant grin. In fact, he is a 

qualified skiing and climbing guide who is, 

by some way, the best alpinist in Germany. 

Robert Jasper was born in 1968 in Waldshut 

in the Si:1dschwarzwald next to the Swiss border. 

His emergenc_e as one of the best European alpinists 

followed some remarkable ascents in 1991 which quickly 

showed his tactical skill to be mixed with an incredible 

nonchalance . Arriving in Chamonix, he discovered in the 

topo book of the Office de !'Haute Montagne news of Fred 

Vimal 's first ascent of Vernagel on the Grande Rocheuse. 

He did the second ascent and, as a nice variation, first solo 

of the 1,000-metre ED- and after descending the Whymper 

couloir reached his destination, the Leschaux hut. 

In his rucksack he had a pair of short skis. After a rest at 

the hut, on April 10th, he climbed the Shroud in two and a 

half hours, taking his skis with him, traversing the Jorasses 

and skiing down to Chamonix. On April 13th he took the 

first cable car to the Grands Montets and did the first solo 

of the Shea-Jackson on the north face of Les Droites. He 

then skied down the classic 55° north face of the col de 

l'Aiguille Verte. The round-trip - Argentiere-Droites

Argentiere - took nine hours. Just after Jasper's ascent and 

with no knowledge of it, Slavko Sveticic made the second 

ascent and then cursed himself for not taking a watch and 

so not knowing whether he did it faster than the 

'Schwarzwalder'. >> continued overleaf 

new arrival is blond, tanned and ready for anything. The others are 
dark, pale and ready for. bed. But with a host of new routes and 
impressive solos behind him, Germany's latest star Robert Jasper is 
no ordinary alpinist as Malte Roeper, one of the weary duo, explains. 
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Jasper was ready for these routes with many solo ascents 

in the Bernese Oberland to his credit and another 

remarkable outing in the Argentiere basin, driving to the 

village, catching the cable car and stalting the north face of 

the Triolet at 7pm, returning to the Argentiere hut at 11pm. 

He started the next morning - April 1st - at 9am up the 

Lagarde couloir on Les Droites, again with his skis, and was 

back in the valley at 3pm. 

During the rest of 1991, he stayed highly motivated and 

his work as a guide was good for developing his 

endurance. In the summer there is not always a lot of time 

for his own climbing and so, in his usual hurry, he did the 

first solo ascent of the Delettre-Perroux couloirs on Mont 

Dolent, a route that is graded harder than the Shea-Jackson. 

In July he soloed the Schmid route on the north face of the 

Matterhorn and in September the first solo ascent of Spit 

Verdonesque (6c/ Al) on the 

north face of the Eiger. 

After some coverage of his 

climbs in Rotpunkt he 

becomes better known in 

Germany but his large number 

of solo ascents of hard and 

unknown ice routes all over 

the Bernese Oberland give a 

good clue about any quest for 

glo_ry. 'To be famous ,' he says, 

'going climbing is not the best 

option. You',re better off 

playing tennis or football. ' 

During the next winter he 

made another ED solo ascent 

in Switzerland on the 

Graustock ·and then, this time 

with a partner, climbed the 

Drus cou loir. Afterwards he 

went back to work. In July, 

between leading ascents of 

Mont Blanc with clients, he 

did a new route on the north 

face of the Grand Pilier 

d 'Angle in two and a half 

hours. Not content with just 

continuing to the summit of 

Mont Blanc, he added the first 

solo ascent of Abominette on 

the Freney face . 'I had a little 

bit of time left,' he said. These 

ascents were among the best 

efforts in the Alps in 1992. 

His main emphasis that 

year was on rock climbing, 

climbing 7c on sight and an 8b 

first try without bothering to 

train specifically for it. In the winter he travelled to 

Patagonia but because of the poor weather did nothing. 

Nevertheless he remained keen and returned to climb a lot 

of waterfalls and a new route, Schwardzwaldklinik (ED+), 

before making the first winter ascent of Flagrant Delire on 

the Grand Capucin (ED+/ 6a/ A3). In May he soloed the new 

route Knockin' on Heaven's Door on the no1th-east end of 

the Jungfrau at ED+ / Scottish VI/ A2+. 

I first went climbing with him on icefalls. I'm what you 

might call a climber from the old sch9ol. I've done a lot of 

walls in Chamonix, about a third of them in winter, routes 

like the Cecchinel-Nomine on the Grand Pilier d'Angle and 

the north face of the Eiger. I've even done routes in 

Scotland. But that day I learned more about climbing ice 

than I had in the previous three or four years. Jasper brings 

mobility, precision and imagination to the steepest of ice 
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routes. Standing on an 80° slope, 50 feet from the belay 

with no ice screws between him and me, one of the ropes 

became jammed behind an icicle. Rushing to free the rope 

and very embarrassed at my mistake, I flicked the rope 

from side to side to release it. Jasper looked down and 

noticed it. 

'Pull the rope, I've got a good stance,' he said. 

'What' You want me to what?' 

'Pull the rope. I'm fine. My tools are well in. ' 

'Bloody hell. Okay then.' 

I tore the icicle out with the rope and was more afraid 

than he was. Higher up the route he climbed up over an 

icicle-fringed free-hanging curtain of ice; it was like being 

inside a movie. At the top I thanked him for the climb but 

he thanked me too: 'It isn't easy finding partners to climb 

with.' 

Icefalls are just training for the Alps. 'Compared to a 

really hard icefall, routes like the Jackson are easy.' Another 

good ice climQer and partner of Jasper on icefalls told me: 

'Most of all you have to enjoy yourself with him. If you 

don't you're nowhere.' 

Jasper started climbing at the age of twelve and was ve1y 

quickly leading. He has both talent and motivation but he 

also trains a great deal. In 1991 alone he climbed 30 big 

routes. His appetite is controlled by precise planning and 

well considered action. His timetables for routes are often 

ve1y short but they aren't ill-judged. When he has a major 

project he fuses his background of training and his 

excellent concentration so that difficulties dissolve in front 

of him, like sugar into coffee, and he moves through easily. 

This balance between relaxation and concentration is 

like that of a fifteen or sixteen-year-old tennis prodigy in a 

big tournament who seems unimpressed by reputation or 

money. Jasper is 26, and climbing is his life, but he is not a 

sensitive or unstable genius. It may be that in the past he 

didn't know what it was he wanted but these days he does. 

Thanks to his growing reputation some sponsors are 

showing an interest. 

'When they help me to realise my ambitions, it's great. I 

would be mad to refuse that assistance. But I don't want 

them to dictate what I should do. If that became the case I 

wouldn't be sure that the role of professional alpinist is in 

my interests. However, I enjoy this life more and more.' 

In March 1994, I was with Jasper in Chamonix. He was 

training for a very difficult enchafoment. He wanted 

someone to stay on the glacier and help with his skis and 

the cooking, but wanted to climb by himself. 'I want to be 

alone on the summits.' He considered newspaper or TV 

coverage, but only after it was done. Then he might do one 

of the faces again. 

'First of all I want to do it for myself and by myself. 

Furthermore it might happen that after the second route I 

wouldn't have any motivation left, or maybe I would be too 

tired to continue. There is the possibility that without the 

attention the project might not succeed, but the important 

thing for me is to remain free.' 

He is an adventure addict and is always looking for the 

next challenge, the next winter ascent, solo or partnered, 

icefall, first ascent, rock climbing, always rock climbing. 

When he has to choose between alpinism and rock 

climbing it will probably be in favour of the latter. And why 

so many solo ascents? 

'Soloing is the most intensive way of living 

adventurously. I definitely like the thrill.' His eyes are 

shining. 'But you must know absolutely what you're 

capable of doing. Otherwise you'll be on the ground some 

way below. When every detail is not the best it can be , like 

the route's condition or the weather, I always back off.' 

For security on these long ice routes he takes a chest 

harness , not a great extravagance but exceptional in 

extreme alpinism. How does he judge the risks? 

'Overestimating yourself is deadly. But with the necessa1y 

experience solo climbing is no more dangerous than 

driving a c_ar.' 

In the poker game of extreme climbing, the card on 

which he sticks has nothing to do with chance and 

everything to do with self-knowledge. Extreme soloing is 

the antithesis of Russian roulette. It is, as Gi.illich suggested, 

objectively dangerous but subjectively safe. 

In the circle of German climbers, Robert Jasper is very 

close to Michel Dacher, who has quietly done some 800 

solos. He's also very close to Kurt Albert who can be 

considered the most famous sponsored climber in 

Germany. 

The winter of 1993-94 was ve1y successful for Robert. 

With Jorn Heller he did a first repeat of a very hard route 

on the Grande Rocheuse. It's short but, at ED+/ ABO-, very 

hard. Its ice couloir is so narrow that you can't put 

crampons next to each other but rather one above the other 

and the ice is so thin that the placements are between rock 

and ice. His partner's hands suffered from freezing. Soon 

after he did one of the few repeats of the Boivin-Profit 

couloir on Les Droites with Manfred Maier, a partner from 

years before, in only seven hours and they put the rope on 

for only four pitches. It wasn't enough for Jasper and he 

soloed the north face again. Shortly afterwards, with Jorg 

Steinsberger and myself, he ·put up a new route - the Maria 

Callas Memorial - to the right of the Boivin-Profit at 

ED+/ A4/6a/Scottish VI, leading most of the hard pitches. 

Jasper really needs a team of skilled doctors for partners, 

a sports doctor, a physio and a very good psychologist. 

During the planning of the Maria Callas route he wanted to 

descend the climb back to our skis. Steinsberger and I 

preferred the quick and easy descent from the Breche des 

Droites, but that left a long walk back to Chamonix. Sitting 

between us, I saw panic in his eyes for the first time. 'If I 

walk too much, I need a lot of rest before the next climb. 

Such a long walk. Really, I couldn't.' ■ 
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The huge slabs of the Miroir 
d'Argentine offer classic 

routes at a reasonable 
grade as well as giving an 

insight into the history of 
Swiss climbing as 

Claude Remy reports. 

T he Miroir, as its name suggests , is a 

wonderfully smooth and convex slab. But the 

Argentine is an altogether bigger proposition. 

You can best see the north-west face of the 

massif from Frience. The long ridge stretches 

out for some two and a half kilometres, and reaches a 

height of more than 500 metres. 

However, if you look closer, you 'll see that only the area 

below the central sununit is steep, indeed vertical, whereas 

the immense sweep of blueish slabs has a more modest 

angle. These slabs shine like mirrors, which explains the 

name of the mountain. From the 1960s the area became 

really popular, but, to be truthful, parties usually confined 

themselves to the established routes , of which the most 

famous are the Normale and Directe of the Miroir. Climbers 

discover as a pleasant surprise that following these routes 

to the summit is easier than it looks and that the climbing is 

utterly absorbing. Being on compact slabs some 450 metres 

Left: The huge sweep of 
the Miroir d'Argentine. 
Right: Yves and Nathalie 
Remy on the modern 
classic Mamba (6a obl/6c). 

Lausanne 

Chamonix 

across is a truly amazing experience. In short, people come 

from all over for a slice of this huge Swiss limestone cake. 

The first ascent was made in 1922 by A.Bugnion, H. 

Moreilon, and J.P.Vittez. Then such a climb meant getting 

up at 3.30am and starting on the mountain as soon as the 

sun rose, on cold and wet rock, with hob-nailed boots, ice

axe and rucsacks. The Grand Miroir was conquered in 

September of the same year by Laurent and Mabillard who 

were surprised by rockfall while abseiling down. The 

gunfire over, they picked themselves up and checked 

themselves out. 

'Have you broken anything?' 

'No,' answered Laurent, '.but I'm bleeding. ' A red rivulet 

was trickling down his leg. Suddenly he burst out laughing. 

Their bottle of wine was the only victim. 

Four years later, on this same face ; F. Delisle and Ch. 

Rathgeb with Armand Moreillon - the latter was well 

known at a young age for various repeats - created >>62 
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good weather, the classics get busy at 
weekends. Don't ab off to descend. The 
trick is, if you are quick and you can trust 
the weather, to climb in the afternoon sun. 
Pay attention to the route-finding on the big 
slab of the Miroir becaues you can get lost. 
A good landmark for the routes which run 
across the Miroir slab itself is the notch of 
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the exit. 

ROUTES: The Argentine has about 50 
routes. Those with modern equipment, that 
is to say, with bolts - usually M10 Mammut 
- are great classics. The others, the 
majority, have been forgotten somewhat but 
in their time were just as good. Among the 
old classics we must mention the Voie du 
Tunnel , the Daile Bleu, the Petit Miroir via 
several routes, the Bons Gazons, the Grand 

-, Q) 
.... _ 

1: Papaguano. 2: Normale or 'Y'. 3: Directe. 

ACCESS: From Bex, via Gryon/La Barboleusaz, reach Solalex, 
a vast and beautiful pasture. The road is a dead-end and the 
parking isn't free. From Solalex, the path to the foot of the face 
takes one hour. 

ALTITUDE: Solalex is at 1,462 metres, the base of the routes 
around 1,750 metres and the central summit is at 2,421 metres. 
The altitude and the aspect of the massif gives the climbing a 
relatively alpine feel and it's often cold. 

ADVICE: Don't plan a visit too early in the season because of 
· lingering snow. The best period is from the end of June through 
to the autumn. Helmets are recommended. During periods of 
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Diedre and so on. If you're going on these 

old routes, it's recommended that you carry a hammer and pegs 
as well as nuts. The following are all recommended and are all 
bolt-protected: 
Normale or 'Y': F. Delisle, Ch. Rathgeb and A. Moreillon, 1926. 
4 to 4+ with two points. This climbs the main weakness in the 
slab. 
Directe: C. Gollut, E. Wattenhofer and J. Winstorfer, 1963. 4 to 
5,-it takes a truly direct line, first in a chimney then on the slab. 
Zygofolis: C. and Y. Remy, 1987. 5+/6a with several points of 
aid; free at 6c. This goes to the left of the Direct and then 
crosses it. 
Dadou-Nina: A. Grobety and C. Laurendeau, 1990. 5 to 6a with 
points of aid , 6b without. Between the Normal route and the 

L-------------------------------------------~ 
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miroir mini-guide r--~----------------------------------------, 

.,...._________ ,,..,,.--

I Direct, mainly on slabs. 
I Papagueno: Ph. and V. Sonnard, 1990. 4 to 
I 5. To the left of the Normal route, it cunningly 
I uses the less steep areas of the Miroir. 
I Succes flou: C. and Y. Remy, 1991. 5+/6a 

with aid , 6c without. Located to the right of 
the Directe, it surprises with its variety and 
sustained climbing . 
Mamba: C. and Y. Remy, 1993. 5+/6a with 
several points of aid . A route on cracks and 
slabs offering a surprising exit to the Cheval 
Blanc. It begins left of Zygofolis, then goes to 
the right of the Direct. 

DESCENT: Don't underestimate it. At night 
or in bad weather the best route is not easy 
to follow. From the top of the Miroir, take the 
ridge (2-) to the left which overlooks the 
Miroir as far as the Haute Corde which you 
turn by its east or right side . By a path which 
descends gently at first , cross a couloir and 
reclimb to the col de la Poreyrette (2044m). 

Above:The legendary 
Loulou Boulaz climbing at 
the Argentine in the 1940s. 

steep path down to the Solalex 
taking one hour fifteen minutes from 
the Miroir. From the col it is also 
possible to make a diversion by 
Anzeindaz down a good path but 
taking half an hour longer. 

TIP: There are two restaurants at 
Solalex with food as good as the 
routes on the Miroir. 
Refuge de Solalex: B. Kohli , tel 
025/68 15 93. You can get to stay 
here as well. Restaurant dlJ Miroir: 
Famille Jaggi , tel 025/68 14 46. You 
can get topos for the routes here. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: The guide to the 
Alpes Vaudoises was published by 
the GAS in 1985 and written by M. 
Brandt. It is a good and precise 
reference source to the climbs here 
and elsewhere in the region. We 
must also mention the recent topos 
done by J. von Kanel who has drawn 
with great detail some of the best 
routes in the area. 

MAP: CN 1 :50,000, sheet 272 to St 

From there you can descend directly by a L_ _______________ ~ .J 
L-------------------------------------------

Maurice. 
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'Y', the most famous climb on the Argentine and one of the 

best climbs at this grade in the country. So began 

Argentine's history. 

Between 1925 and 1935 the three Mi.iller brothers from 

Chesieres sur Ollon were active in the Vaud Alps. Together 

they explored and created the most difficult routes in the 

massif, including an incredible first ski descent down the 

north face of the Grand Muveran, Vaudoises Alpes. More 

than half a century later their numerous successes - new 

routes, first solos, long ridge traverses and even their speed 

ascents, various encha,nements and night ascents - inspire 

the greatest respect. 

However, their low-key approach and the disappearance 

of two of the three, Alexandre and Othmar, on the flanks of 

the Muveran in 1935, would provoke a lot of speculation, 

even doubt, about their achievements, especially as Martin 

subsequently abandoned the mountains. 

While doing research in 1980 to write a history of the 

massif, the author collected information from those who 

knew the MiHler brothers which was shocking: 'What they 

did was impossible; they used their their disappearance to 

get involved with Nazism.' 

Later contact with Martin himself, who was finally 

discovered living in California, allowed the truth about his 

brothers ' disappearance and their various innovative 

achievements to come out. 

On Septem?er 30th, 1934, Alexandre and Martin Muller 

made, after an earlier reconnaissance, an exceptional 

ascent. Their climb takes a line up to the central summit of 

the Argentine; it is a long, wild route which has kept its 

reputation. The first part follows a chimney, which is often 

wet and unoomfortable , leading to the big ledge. Above the 

face is a real challenge; you must climb a big vertical 

section , sometimes overhanging, marked by a corner 

shaped like a reversed 'C'. 

You can have nothing but admiration for the audacity of 

the Miillers who dared with the equipment, techniques and 

limited knowledge of their era to attempt such a challenge. 

We have to remember that in those days their rock climb 

was the most difficult in Switzerland, along with those of 

Burg in the Ratikon. The effort on the Argentine, completed 

in one clay, was, quite literally, an extraordinary 

achievement. But what is more surprising is the free

climbing style envisaged for it, as M_artin so clearly outlined: 

'We tried to make progress without placing pegs and above 

all without using aid, but sometimes, to our great regret we 

had to resort to ironmongery but even then we tried · not to 

leave it behind. At the overhanging sections below the 

central summit we spent a long time taking turns to try it 

free but sometimes it wasn't possible.' 

As a comfort to Martin - who died in California in 1990 -

his route has not been climbed free yet and the author, 

who made the seventh ascent in 1977, couldn 't even 

imagine, during the hardest section, how to climb other 

than by resorting to aid. 

In modern grading terms ,_ the Mi:dler route is about 

6a/ A2. But can their achievement be measured thus? The 

equipment they had was more of a psychological help than 

a real one. Falling was unthinkable as it was certain death. 

The rope was only there to take a rest on. The leader took 

an extreme and deliberate risk. During the climb, the 

Miillers only placed about fifteen pegs. Some of them, 

made from carpenter's nails, are still in place. 

'Climbing a section of rock of the highest difficulty,' 

wrote Georges de Rham, 'only consists, in the final analysis, 

of a succession of perfectly executed movements , within 

reach of every normal human being, just as each part of a 

mathematical equation is resolved in obvious steps by the 

functioning mind. ' 

The internationally famous mathematician Georges de 

Rham - he gave many lectures in numerous universities in 

the USA , in Europe and even in Russia - made a 

considerable contribution across the Alps, especially in 

Vaud and in particular on the Argentine. With various 

friends and in particular the most faithful, Alfred Tissieres, 

he put up a dozen routes on the Argentine. Tissieres was 

also a professor, which prompted Lionel Terray to call them 

'la cordee scientifique'. It was also de Rham who published 

the first guide to climbing in the massif, using such precise 

language that the exact difficulty of each climb was 

described. It was a remarkable innovation for that period. 

George de Rham was a phenomenon in rock climbing. 

Born in 1903 , he likes to recall his first climbing 

experiences on the Pierre qu 'Abotz in 1919. In 1980 he was 

still climbing at the sharp encl on the Miroir with his friend 

Rene Ditte1t, scarcely younger tl1an himself. 

In the years 1940-50 the difficulty of routes were graded 

from difficile to tres difficile. The MCdler at ED was an 

exception. The use of pitons was not widespread. In this 

period and following World War Two, the Genevois 

climbers and the Riviera Vaucloise became good friends. On 

the Petit Miroir in 1944, one of those ropes from the 'tip of 

the lake' put up a new route, a rare act by visitors to the 

Argentine. This was the Central Cracks, climbed by Pierre 

Bonnant and Louise - called Loulou - Boulaz, a great 

alpinist who climbed the most difficult routes of the era 

such as the north faces of the Drus and the Grancles 

Jorasses. She died in June 1991. 

From 1951, Carlo Jaquet began training on the walls of 

buildings in Lausanne. Often wearing the shoes he wore as 

the town 's gardener, he climbed for his own pleasure 

without looking for an audience. Before climbing, he 

cleaned the wall with a brush u ncler the amazed or 

mocking gaze of passers-by. Without SL!ccess, he suggested 

that other climbers and alpinists should imitate him. His 

example had a small following in the 1960s but this was to 

become more popular ten years later. 
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His introduction to the 

Argentine, in the company of his 

older brother Pierre , was epic. 

Starting from the summit ridge, 

they rappeled their routes and 

then climbed them. Later, Carlo's 

style became predominant . He 

was blessed with an uncommon 

sense of balance and climbed 

better than all his contemporaries 

in the area, putting up six new 

routes on the Argentine, the first 

of which was the smooth and 

beautiful Daile Bleue. 

The 1960s was the era of big 

direct routes, combining free and 

artificial climbing, under the 

instigation of LeonWeissbaum 

and his friends from the Groupe 

de Haute Montagne de Lausanne. 

He was a real autodidact, this 

little man who came to the 

mountains late in life , and he 

quickly acquired vast alpine 

experience which lead on to 

success in the Alps in winter. 

In the Argentine , his skill 

allowed a remarkably quick solo 

ascent of the Dalle Bleue. His 

speed was equally surprising, 

literally galloping up the Miroir 

via the Directe, going from 

Solalex to the summit and back 

in one hour twenty minutes·. 

Now well over 60, Leon is still 

making quick ascents of this 

route which he knows like the 

back of his hand, having done it 

more than 500 times. 

During the same period, many 

of the best alpinists climbed at Argentine . Its proximity to 

Leysin and the International School of Mountaineering, 

founded by John Harlin and Bev Clark, led to visits from 

Whillans, Layton Kor, Royal Robbins and Dougal Haston. 

Leysin became the base for many English and American 

alpinists and their impressive achievements in exploration 

are well known. Claude Gollut, the faithful landlord at 

Solalex and himself an accomplished guide and climber in 

the Argentine, well remembers these climbers and their 

strange equipment, their bendy shoes and nuts. 

Intensive exploration dominated the following decade, 

but the existing classic lines continued to be done with a 

mixture of aid and free climbing. Claude and Yves Remy, 

having repeated virtually all the existing routes in the area, 

Above: Yves Remy on the 
classic Directe , a sustained 
D+ climbed in 1963 by 
Gollut , Wattenholer and 
Winistorfer. 

started to make their own contributions in 1973. Fifteen 

routes have been added, and some, like Deliverance, were 

groundbreaking - 500 metres of sustained 6b and A2 

climbing following a line to the right of the central summit. 

In 1987 an unusual noise broke the silence - the drill. 

Zygofolis was the first route to be equipped according to 

the new ethic of free climbing. From now on the number of 

routes, and maybe bolts, are going to increase still more, as 

will the number of devotees. ■ 

MOUNTAIN 83 REVIEW 9 



BOOKS 

NO PIACI IO IAII 

SUPERALPINISM IN THE HIGH HIMALAYA 

VICTOR SAUNDERS 

[HODDER & STOUGHTON, £16.99] 
Victor Saunders' first book, Elusive 
Summits, was a runaway success, 
winning the Boardman-Tasker Prize. His 
second book will have been eagerly 
anticipated by all those who enjoyed the 
dry sense of humour, observant eye and 
well-caught dialogue that made the first 
so successful. This, of course, is a mixed 
blessing. On the one hand, Saunders can 
count on a respectable readership - by 
the admittedly appaling standards of 
mountaineering literature. But on the 
other, the knives are always out for a 
second book that looks as if it might fail 
to live up to the promise of the first. 

Certainly, Saunders has not made life 
any easier for himself by his choice of 
subtitle. When the cover of a book 
proclaims that one is a Himalayan super
alpinist, this does add to the burden of 
expectation, particularly now- when so 
many people are doihg so many outra
geous things. Exceptional feats of skill 
and endurance have become more 
common. Enough hard technical route.s 
are done in lightweight style in the 
Himalaya - occasionally even on 8,000-
metre peaks - to make one wonder what 
a superalpinist would have to do to stand 
out from the crowd. 

Perhaps, though, this can be excused 
as a rather misguided sales ploy. The real 

problem that Saunders is confronting is 
created by changing fashions in moun
taineering books. Not that long ago both 
expeditions and expedition books were 
of the traditional variety. The trips had 
lots of people and fixed camps, while the 
books about them followed the familiar 
pattern of walk-in, base camp, pushing 
camps up the mountain and then the 
summit or failure and/or the tragedy. A 
new format has now replaced this. The 
people who write expedition books tend 
to go away in smaller groups and they 
write books which cover several expe
ditions at a time. When Elusive Summits 
came out, the transformation between 
the two orthodoxies was not yet 
complete. Now it is with obvious prob
lems for those who go on them and uy 
to make a living from writing about it. 

Much of Saunder's book is along famil
iar lines. He relates three expeditions, to 
Makalu in Nepal, Ultar in Pakistan and 

the Panch Clrnli range in India. It is rather 
hard to calculate his success rate, but it 
seems to be two out of three, although 
the mountain climbed is not always the 
original objective. The personnel are also 
familiar, although Steve Sustad is now 
the foil that Mick Fowler used to be. On 
a more structural level, the organisation 
of each of the three sections is along 
familiar lines. The trips tend to start in a 
pub, as he points out in the first sentence. 
In fact, it always seems to be the same 
pub. We then get the walk-in, followed 
by a lot of sitting about, and then the 
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climb. Innovation in narrative structure 
is disappointingly absent as opposed, for 
example, to John Roskelly's excellent and 
underrated Last Days, although Saunders 
does employ recurring intellectual 
conceits to excellent effect. 

But whether the formula is familiar or 
not, Saunders has managed to write a 
book that should be read. All questions 
of superalpinism aside, he writes too well 
to be lost in the crowd. He has a deft eye 
for some of the more absurd sides of 
climbing and pokes fun both at himself 
and others with a subtlety that makes 
other mountaineering writers seem rad1er 
leaden. The lighrness and wit wid1 which 
he writes far outweighs the portentous
ness of his title. 

The main problem with the book, 
tl1ough, is that the prose flows too easily. 
The overall effect it leaves is a rather brit
tle one. Saunders gives a virtuoso perfor
mance that leaves one wishing that his 
skill and intelligence had been rather 
more constructively channelled. Much 
more could have been done with the rich 
material at his disposal. Something that 
many will find irritating is the flavour of 
public schoolboys on holiday which 
permeates the book. It irritates not just 
because it depends on a succession of 
in-jokes and self-congratulation, but 
mainly because it very much limits the 
potential range of the book. The charac
ters that inhabit it tend to be two-dimen
sional, identified by stock phrases and 
mannerisms, and they rarely acquire any 
depth. 

There are other, more minor problems. 
Much of the material has already 
appeared in print and more work could 
have been done on making sure that it 
was stylistically coherent. At several 
points there are jumps as if a magazine 
piece is spliced into an article from the 
Alpine Journal. This can be ratl1er discon
certing and leads to inconsistencies. For 
example, Andy Fanshawe, who is called 
Fanny in Chapter 1 without warning 
becomes Andy for the second part of d1e 
expedition to Makalu. A firmer editorial 
hand would have been useful here . 

TI1e inevitable question, though, is how 
No Place to Fall compares with Elusive 
Summits. The inevitable answer is that it 
is not as good, although it is still better 
than most of the expedition books 
around at the moment. 

Jose Luis Bermudes 



ON IOP DI IHI WORlO 

REBECCA STEPHENS 

[MACMILLAN, £14.99] 

BIYOND IHI IIMIIS 

STACY ALLISON 

[LITTLE , BROWN & Co, £16.99] 
Who are the second British and American 
women mountaineers to have climbed 
Everest? If you don't know then join the 
club; without reference sources I can only 
remember three mountaineering facts and 
as it is I suspect one of those is wrong. Of 
course it doesn't really matter in the wider 
sphere who does what to where first 
unless you're interested in cash and since 
we're all in it for the laughs - aren't we? 
- then this is a minor consideration. There 
are those who have muttered dark things 
about Rebecca Stephens getting a gong 
for being the first British woman to 
successfully join the queue up Everest. 
But that's hardly her fault. As long as we 
can keep a perspective on what is impor
tant in mountaineering and what consti
tutes a ground-breaking achievement 
then all is well. 

We can treat the jacket puffs of these 
books with the same 'well-does-it-really
matter' attitude. Talk of death zones and 
staring the grim reaper in the face is obvi
ously aimed at prizing moolah from the 
ignorant public. Big clues that these are 
tomes for punters are the publishers -
mainstream and wealthy - and the 
suggestion that they are not really about 

climbing but about things like empow
erment and self-esteem. 

Critics are loathsome creatures, mealy
mouthed and sour, but when I read 
comments on dust jackets like 'Beyond 
the Limits is a fable for our time, and a 
quest tale as exciting as Lancelot's ,' then 
I think praise be to the critic who can 
blow the whistle on this vainglorious 
tosh. (As an aside, the point about 
Lancelot is that he had an adulterous 
affair with Arthur's wife Guinevere which 
is pretty ironic considering Allison's diffi
cult personal life.) What climbing dust 
jackets should say is that climbers are 
awkward , selfish, arrogant people who 
occasionally play a blinder and get it right 
- just like the rest of humanity. 

To the substance: Allison's book is 
ghosted but despite this it is a wea1ying 
read which is a pity because she is an 
interesting woman with much to say. A 
victim of domestic violence, she offers a 
remarkable insight into how a woman 
who is obviously motivated and capable 
can fall victim to a man whose ultimate 
means of expressing himself to the 
women he loves is whacking them. The 
passages that deal with this issue are 
powerful and riveting, and much of the 
stuff on her early clin1bing is equally fine; 
you really do feel that this person is 
developing and growing through her love 
of mountains. 

The ennui settles in when she sets foot 
on Everest, as though the mountain has 
become a vacuum for ambition, sucking 
up resources and talent and giving 
precious little back. The finances and the 
need for success seem to be the main 
culprits. Allison writes of the route 
through the Khumbu Icefall: 

'Working with the Koreans, we 'd 
invested thousands of dollars in the route, 
as well as gear, time, almost our lives' 
Why should we let another team benefit 
from our labours without ponying up [sic] 
even a token consideration?' 

She is also pretty scathing about those 
who criticise heavyweight tactics, the 
French penchant for stunts, some of her 
team-mates - with justification - while 
still trying to focus on the value of what 
she was doing. Truly , Everest is a 
commodity these days, a valuable touris
tic bauble that is squabbled over by 
people who should know better. 

Rebecca Stephens, on the other hand, 
manages to preserve her mountaineering 
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innocence throughout On Top of the 
World. This is clearly a deliberate policy 
since tl1e ingenue is often appealing and 
if you admit to being one then no one 
can criticise you for claiming to be some
thing you're not. It also attracts the 
general public to buy your book. 

Occasionally, however, Stephens drifts 
over the top. She stops off on the road 
from Kathmandu to Zhangmu at tl1e 'most 
darling tea-house' - bleagh1 - buys an 
Ordnance Survey map of Everest - I think 
not - and trots out the old cliche of 
Everest being, historically, a British moun
tain. Such appropriation, however 
benignly intended, is unhelpful and 
Stephens, as a journalist, should know 
better. Later she ascribes this British tag 
to Lord Hunt, ignoring the previous thirty 
years of mountaineering histo1y. 

The smell of money hangs over the 
book: 'Peter Earl was a merchant banker 
or institutional stockbroker (he was in 
corporate finance , anyhow) whose 
company had gone spectacularly bust to 
the tune of millions. In the aftermath he 
and his wife went on a trekking holiday 
to Nepal.' 

The millions who have lost their jobs in 
the last fifteen years should be so lucky. 
This is truly the world of the Daily Mail 
reader we are inhabiting here. She 
prepares on her exercise bike and step 
machine, she uses words like 'fascinat
ing' and 'sprightly', she stays in opulent 
ski chalets: 'Brian, tl1e Australian butler, 
tiptoed in and turned down the music, 
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just a touch, topped up our glasses and 
left. "What about," someone said, "Brian 
as base camp manager' He's a friendly 

fellow. '" 
I am not making this up. 
However, she does get up the thing, 

returning to the south col after an 
abortive attempt, which shows her deter
mination. Also, she is shrewd enough -
despite the innocent abroad act - to hang 
onto the best Sherpas. The whole busi
ness doesn't do any harm and if it 
encourages others to test themselves then 
that's all to the good. Still, Bill Barker's 
comment on viewing his team-mates -
which is bravely included by the author 
- sums it up: 'Never have I been on an 
expedition with so many people who 
didn't have a clue what the fuck they 
were doing.' 
Ed Doug las 

---------------HOlO lHl HllGHlS 
WALT UNSWORTH 

[HODDER AND STOUGHTON, £19.99] 
So, another Unsworth tome hits the desk, 
although this one took a decade to 
complete. Hold the Heights is an excur
s ion through the history of moun
Laineering up to 1953. 

The narrative attempts to 'follow a 
concentric plan similar to the effect 
obtained by dropping a pebble in a pond. 
The tightest ripples are those rings near
est the centre, then as they spread out 
they get wider but less well defined. The 
first real climb, the ascent of Mont 
Aiguille, is given in some detail ... as the 
nineteenth century advances and spills 
into the twentieth, the circle widens and 
becomes much more selective.' 

So this is the Panoramic, based largely 
on previously published work, but draw
ing the theme together. Ambitious stuff 
and other authors attempting this kind of 
wide-ranging history have often lost their 
way, but the format works for Unsworth 
because he writes with assurance. He is 
undoubtedly comfortable with his subject 
and so the book flows, following what 
the author considers to be the main narra
tive of the story of mountaineering. 

In line with the Unsworth pebble 
theme, the Victorians are given consid
erable attention and an important part of 
this section is given over to a discussion 
on guides and amateurs. Unsworth traces 
a special bond between climbers and 

their regular guides which transcended 
the normal commercial relationships of 
the nineteenth century. Some guides 
became family friends - Wills and Balmat, 
the Walkers and Anderegg, Coolidge and 
the Aimers. 'In the Victorian panoply of 
service only one other person gave this 
sort of affection, and that was nanny.' 
Hmm. I wonder what the BMG would 
make of Lhat. 

The amateurs planned the strategy, and 
the guides undertook the tactics ; they 
selected the line and did the hard work 
of step-cutting, though sometimes the 
guides might demur: 'It goes, Melchior,' 
said a client examining the unclimbed 
Zmutt ridge through glasses. 'Yes, it goes,' 
replied Melchior, 'but I am not going.' 

Guided or guideless considerations 
apart, the Victorian philosophy was best 
summed up by A.F. Mumme1y who said: 
'The essence of the sport lies not in 
ascending a peak, but in struggling with 
overcoming difficulties. ' 

In our age of collecting Munros or 
8,000-metre peaks, this sentiment 
resonates with few today, though Mick 
Fowler once said that the best climbs are 
those where you either just succeed, or 
just fail and in a recent issue of MoRe, 
Paul Pritchard tells of 'collecting experi
ences rather than things'. Mumme1y was 
the first to sample the delights of chalk 
climbing and the other two loose rock 
addicts appear to be climbing for the 
same reasons . 

This is not to say the Victorians did not 
collect their own Munros. Karl Blodig 
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completed all the Alpine 4,000-metre 
peaks in 1911 , adding the last - the 
Aiguille du Jardin - at the age of 73, 
prompting the French expert Jacques 
Lagarde to comment ' people do very 
great feats for ve1y silly motives.' 

The footnotes are interesting too -
Unsworth describes them as Baroque 
Curliques - and provide a sometimes 
whimsical commentary on the main text. 
For example , in a note about isolated 
communities, Unsworth tells us that 
James Hilton 's best selling novel , Lost 
Horizon , endowed the idea of these 
communities with the goodness and 
beauty of somewhere spared all contact 
with the sordid outside world and gave 
our language the name Shangri La. The 
reality, according to Unsworth is much 
less attractive; isolated communities tend 
to be inbred, goitre ridden, and frequently 
sadistic to visitors. In another note he lists 
the nine sacred mountains of China, five 
Taoist and four Buddhist, and which 
provinces they are to found in. There are 
other nuggets which I will leave you to 

discover for yourself. 
Obviously there will be omissions 

which the discerning reader would like to 
have seen put right. The author has 
chosen to dismiss Mummery's Caucasian 
campaign with just one sentence and 
Colin Kirkus does not get a mention even 
though he took part in the first ascent of 
what he called Satopanth Central - now 
one of the Bhagarathi peaks. Nor do the 
minor but highly interesting actors on this 
stage, Marco Pallis, author of Peaks and 
Lamas - and subsequently credited with 
rediscovering that wonderful English 
instrument the Viola de Gamba - or 
Freddy Spencer Chapman, whose 
Helvellyn to Himalaya was a classic of 
its time, make an appearance. There are 
many others with interesting stories to 
tell who have been forced out by, I 
suppose, considerations of space. 

I said that Unsworth writes with assur
ance, but sometimes he is a shade too 
relaxed and inconsistencies crop up. In 
the excellent section on the German 
efforts before the war, much is made of 
the influence of ideology, Nazism and, 
from the Alpine Club, . Struttism, on the 
mountaineering. But in dealing quite 
extensively with Willo Welzenbach no 
mention is made of the famous picture 
of him wearing tl1e SA uniform complete 
with Swastika armband. In one place 



Lot1iul tot1tuucit1J ol eolou. ~ ~e,u,-.. 
e,;,..&;.'I u,iup...ekt ~ eo,..plete occtlit 

SNOW 
ROCK 

At last ... 
Snow+Rock present Britain's only specialist 

guide to technical climbing gear. 32 pages 

in full colour, only from Snow+Rock. 

Call 071 937 0872 for your free copy. 

shops 
Kensington 188 Kensington High St, London W8 7RG. 071 937 o872 

Holbom 150 Holbom, (Comer Gray's Inn Rd) EC1N. 071 831 6900 

Birmingham 14 Priory Queensway, Birmingham B4 6BS. 021 236 828o 

Please send me my FREE copy of Mountain+Climbing _ 

Name ..... ........................ ... ... ... .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. ... ................... . 

Address ....... .. ..... ....... .. .. .... ... ... ... .... ...... ... ... ... ...... , .. ...... ... .. . 

Postcode .. ... ... .............................. ....... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . 
Send to: Snow•Rock, Kensington High Street, London W8 7RG 



BOOKS 

Unsworth states that Welzenbach did not 
have front point crampons. Is that quite 
right? I thought he did , as did Heckmair 
in 1938, but that they lived in the time 
between the invention of front-points and 
extensive front-pointing - the use of them 
to avoid step-cutting. The big advance in 
Welzenbach's generation was the use of 
ice pitons. A little later in that chapter, 
Peters and Maiers on the Croz spur are 
described as using Welzenbach's new 
front-point techniques. 

Heckmair and Kroner are described as 
having repeated the Welzenbach route 
on the Charmoz, when in fact their route 
was a major variation, adding a direct 
finish. The Italian ideas of the 1930s are 
summed up as follows: 'The perfect line 
is that taken by a stone dropped from 
the summit, is how the Italian climber 
Ricardo Cassin defined it. ' 

Surely the more famous definition of 
the direttissima is Emilio Comici's: 'I wish 
someday to make a route, and from the 

summit let fall a drop of water, and this 
is where my route will have gone.' 

Perhaps most notable of all, the picture 
of the Eige1wand which is othe1wise clear 
and well drawn, gives the wrong date for 
the first ascent. Not to worry, perfection 
does not exist in nature either. 

The volume may be read as a piece, 
or dipped into for the individual subject 
areas. It works both ways. I finished it 
swinging in a hammock under a large 
beech tree, while the long Scottish 

summer evening drew to a close. It 
had been a good read , and a 
perfect companion for the day. 
Victor Saunders 

IHI CUIIIIN 

GREAT MOUNTAIN RJDGE OF 
SKYE 
GORDON STAINFORTH 
[CONSTABLE 19.95] 
I must admit that Skye had not 
figured prominently in my 
Climbing Life 's Game Plan until I 
was persuade by Gordon - the 
author - and Ed - the MoRe editor 
- to spend a week there last year 
in May during the production of 
this book. The Cuillin hadn't 
figured at all until that late evening 
dash to the summit of Alasdair -
forsaking climbing on Sron na 
Ciche for a rare clearance. We saw 
the whole ridge bathed in translu
cent light, arcing northwards as 
the cloud rose. I was hooked. 

Gordon's brief was to produce 
a follow up to Eyes to The Hills 
and Lakeland but devoted to the 
Cuillin of Skye. I seethed with 
photographic envy but shrank 
from the enormity of the job; he 
would have to come up with 
something ve1y special to steal the 
souls of these dark mountains of 
dark rock. This was overcome in 
many cases with a familiar and 
understandable use of midsum
mer evenings .which bathes the 
crags in golden light. But 
Sta inforth 's bravest move was to 
shoot in winter with a light dust
ing of snow, often with overcast 
skies; a simple, elegant and 
moody solution to the problem. It 
was also brave as the results 
would be published in colour but 



there is subtlety here - definitely no soot 
and whitewash. This has had a profound 
effect on the relief and architectural 
rendering in many of the photographs, 
so much so that any climber or serious 
mountain walker will find the book 
invaluable for route finding even if they 
are blind to the beauty. 

There are 154 colour plates in four 
main sections. 'First Impressions ' is just 
that , 'The British Alps ' describes the 
mountains and the history of the climb
ing, 'A Way of Life ' is about the people 
who climb there and their motivation. 
'The Great Traverse ' sketches some 
thoughts on doing the ridge with some 
acute observations on the climber's state 
of mind. Stainforth is a philosopher and 
has seeded the book with poetry and 
quotations from pioneers and contem
porary Gaelic writers and added tanta
lising morsels on the histo1y of the place. 
At the back is a map, which is poor, 
comprehensive appendix with technical 
notes on each of the photos, a bewil
dering grading system for scrambling 
and a very detailed and accurate descrip
tion of the main ridge. The route details 
are so good that I think it would be 
almost cheating to read them before an 
on-sight attempt. There is also a fasci-

na ting glossary of 
Gaelic pronuncia
tions which will 
have every reader's 
lips moving silently 
and reinforces my 
belief chat the 
spellings are purely 
arbitrary. The writ
ing overall is tight 
despite the occa
sional self-indul
gence and leaves 
you wanting more. 

But this book is 
not about writing, 
the real work is the 
photography. There 
are no bad shots 
in it. My only 
complaints would 
be those of a picture 
editor, squabbling 
over which pictures 
should have been 
used bigger or 
cropped differently. 
And anyway, the 

final selection must remain the personal 
domain of the author. My own 
favourites , apart from the cover, change 
every time I pick up the book, but the 
unreal Gillean panorama on page 114 is 
second to none and a tribute to the high 
standard of reproduction and printing. 

This is Stainforth's best book yet and 
no Skye aficionado - rock climber, 
walker or Sligachan Tent City-dweller -
will be able to resist it. If you consider 
this too partial for a review, it's because 
I've seen the Cuillin and I've seen the 
book. 
Ber11ard Newma11 

MOUNT MCKINIIY 

ICY CROWN OF NORTH AMERICA 
FRED BECKEY 

[THE MOUNTAINEERS, $29.95) 
For some, mountain literature is an inte
gral part of their interest in the sport, to 
others it merely provides a source of 
background information or casual read
ing while searching for inspiration. Much 
has been published on mountaineering 
in Denali National Park and having 
climbed in that range on five occasions 
I felt I had a fair knowledge of the rele
vant alpine history. This knowledge was 
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gained lying on my back in storms casu
ally scanning the various books in 
common circulation. What has always 
been missing is the single definitive 
document that describes the full history 
of the mountain, from the early explo
rations, the early ascents, right through 
to the recent disasters. This was Beckey's 
intention although the inclusion of 
modern day logistics at the end does 
smack of a publisher looking for extra 
sales angles. 

At first it tackled the historical task 
supremely, shedding light on the full 
early history, the relationships between 
the different explorers and the race for 
the first and subsequent ascents. It 
provided beautiful insights into those 
early days, drawing on lengthy quota
tions dating back to the start of this 
centu1y and detailing the real hardships 
that existed prior to roads, railways and 
glacier pilots. 

It is perhaps the one publication that 
puts the Sourdoughs' valiant first ascent 
of the North Summit into its true 
perspective compared to the heavily 
sponsored explorers' attempts. However, 
if things had continued at that pace, two 
volumes would have been required, and 
so the detail of more recent important 
ascents became somewhat cursory. The 
book does , however, provide much 
interesting material that is unavailable 
elsewhere. 

I get the impression that Beckey 
embarked on a labour of love that ulti
mately ran out of steam or fell prey to 
the editorial scalpel. It will be interest
ing to see how it compares to Jonathan 
Waterman 's new publication on the 
same subject expected out this summer. 

If you know the range and want a 
quality read to round off your knowl
edge, this is for you. If you are a liter
ature buff frustrated by tales that don 't 
interconnect then this will come close, 
but if you want a first read prior to visit
ing the range then look elsewhere and 
come back when you fall into one of 
the other categories. Despite the irrita
tion of Denali still being referred to as 
McKinley it is nevertheless an excellent 
and absorbing read that demonstrates 
Beckey's unquestionable abilities as a 
mountain historian as well as one of 
North America 's most influential alpin
ists. 
Geoff Hornby ■ 



</) 
z 
a: 
ffi 
~ 

6 
ili 
! 

FILMS 

■ ....... 
IHIUHIDI 

Tibet, Paul Petzoldt and fashion state
ments featured heavily in this year's 
Telluride film festival as Cameron M . 

Burns reports. 

CALIFORNIA CLIMBER Rick Sylvester summed 
up Mountainfilm in Telluride '94 best 
when he said that the sca1y things in the 
mountains have changed. 'Ir used to be 
that the films about climbing were the 

Above: 1938 K2 veteran 
Paul Petzoldt and his wife 
Ginny at the Telluride 
festival. 

most frightening,' Sylvester said. 'Now 
the most frightening films are environ
mental and political. ' 

Sylvester's words rang true as the polit
ical and social turmoil in Tibet became 
the focus of the entire weekend. 

Moreover , what became shockingly 
apparent was that. the average person -
myself included - has simply no compre
hension of the Tibetan situation. 
Attendees at Mountainfilm were faced 
with the realisation that the peaceful, spir
itual people of Tibet are facing extermi
nation at the hands of the Chinese, an 
extermination which has mariy parallels 
in the attempted genocide of the Jews 
during Nazism. 

There was a full-day symposium on 
the Tibetan situation with many Tibetan 
nationals, a slide show by Galen Rowell 
and a round-table discussion on journal
ism in Tibet with several mountaineers 
and film-makers. Rowell's show included 
a shot of the Chinese sterilisation 
programme for Tibetan women. Showing 
the photo of an operation Rowell 
commented that the 'medicine' viewers 
were seeing was questionable. 

While Rowell was the most reserved 
I've ever seen him with his comments, 
Ellen Bruno's film Satya - A Prayer for 
the Enemy featured Tibetan nuns speak
ing openly about the Chinese sterilisa
tion programme. Here's how it works . 
Chinese soldiers fine Tibetan women for 
various reasons. If you don't have the 

fine money - and, 
by the way, no 

"'-:'- . Tibetan does - you 
get sterilised. Pretty 
darn simple, eh' 
And effective. 

Peop le who 
attended the festival 
were overwhelmed. 
They wandered 
from the talks and 
films in a state of 
shock, unbelieving 
that such atrocities 
were currently 
underway . Not 
surprisingly, Satya 
won a special jury 
award. 'The impor

tant thing,' said Mountainfilm director 
Rick Silvermen, 'is that you continue the 
discussion. ' 

Guest of honour, renowned Tetons 
mountaineer Paul Petzoldt, 86, is aiming 
to climb the Grand Teton this summer 
for charity. And he's going into the moun
tains with a complete understanding of 
what it takes to be there. In an interview, 
Petzoldt said plain idiocy in the mo~m-
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tains was a primary problem for both the 
hardcore and the beginner because we 
end up paying for it. 

'In the mountaineering scene today,' 
said the legendary founder of NOLS, the 
National Outdoor Leadership School , 
'people must realise their freedom has to 
be restricted. People have freedom to 
commit sui;:ide, but they don't have the 
right to cost the taxpayer. ' 

'We have to develop a new ethic in 
the American people,' he added. 'This 
new ethic means that you have respon
sibilities when you go out there. If you 
don't know how to do it, you have no 
right being there . When you go to the 
outdoors, don't forget your head,' he 
urged Mountainfilm visitors. 'We can have 
freedom with a little common sense. ' 

Petzoldt is best known for his first 
ascents in the Tetons, as well as the first 
American expedition to K2 in 1938. He 
also started the first American moun
taineering school inside a National Park 
with Glen Exum, and is widely honoured 
for his 'minimum impact' teachings, with 
which a few readers might be familiar. 

He also confirmed my theory that, like 
excellent wine, mountaineers get better 
with age. I-le kept the crowd rolling 
through two talks about the golden age 
- well, one of the many golden ages, at 
least - in the Tetons. 

Now for the information all climbers 
really want to know. How to get a photo 
in the Patagonia catalogue. According to 
Patagonia owner Yvon Chouinard, it 's 
just something that happens in a photo. 
H~ didn't divulge any how-to tips, just a 
slide show of those that did. The presen
tation was so popular it was rescheduled 
several times during Mountainfilm and 
the room was packed. 

Chouinard admitted he hated the first 
catalogue, where company officials had 
slapped a bunch of Patagonia clothing 
on models. 'These model shots are really 
stupid,' he remembered telling climbing 
buddy Rick Ridgeway one day. 'And, in 
fact, the whole fashion thing makes me 
really sick.' 

The result, as evidenced in the next 
catalogue, was real live folks doing real 
live things. Today, Patagonia receives 
65,000 photos a year. 'Some of the great
est photographers in the world can't get 
a photo in our catalogue,' said-Chouinard. 

The Patagonian world view includes a 
lot of controversial stuff. 'I get lots of 



letters from Mothers against Patagonia ,' 
said Chouinard, referring to a photo of 
his daughter solo climbing in one cata
logue. He gets lots of letters saying 
Patagonia is using animals and torturing 
them. 'We've had lots of boycotts ,' he 
said. 'We give money to Earthfirst! and 
Planned Parenthood. ' 

Chouinard's best story comes on the 
heels of a recent boycott. In late April , 
dozens of newspapers throughout the 
American West described the situation: 
'A Wyoming organisation - Wyoming 
Resource Providers, a pro-logging group 
- is urging a boycott of Patagonia outdoor 
products because its catalogue includes a 
book critical of clear-cuts in forests.' 

The group urged citizens to call 
Patagonia's toll-free customer line and 
tell operators that business will be taken 
elsewhere unless Patagonia stops promot
ing 'greenies'. 

'I love this son of stuff,' Chouinard said. 
For each call, Chouinard donated $10 

to Wyoming's most radical environmen
tal group, Friends of the Medicine Bow. 

Altogether, the company got 134 calls, 
and 'as it was, most of 'em asked for a 
catalogue.' It's nice to know corporate 
responsibility is alive and well in Venn1ra. 

In the movie department, there were 
some real gems. Grand Prize went to 
Colorado Cowboy: The Bruce Ford Story 
by Arthur Elgort and Ronit Avneri, Best 
Documentary honours went to Red Flag 
Over Tibet by David Breashears and 
David Fanning. The jury agreed to split 
the prize money between the two films, 
and Breashears donated $1,000 to the 
International Campaign for Tibet. 

Frederic Back's Le Fleuve Aux Grandes 
Eaux, won Best Environmental Film, and 
Best Humour Film went to Assault on 
Empire Mountain by Michael Uys. II 
Danse pour ses Comoranls, a beautiful 
film by Frederic Fougea about a Chinese 
fellow named Zongman wrangling his 
wily cormorants through life won the 
Gold JU1y prize. 

For the adrenaline hungry, Base Climb, 
about Aussies Glenn Singleman and Nick 
Feteris jumping off the Great Trango 
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Tower, was a fabulous example of why 
two people from different high-risk sports 
should be allowed into a bar together. 
The film took first in the Best Adventure 
Film category. 

Ray Muller's The Wonde1ful Horrible 
Life of Leni Riefenstahl taught us on this 
side of the Atlantic that Renaissance man 
Sly Stallone didn 't invent the moun
taineering feature film with his poetic, 
majestic Cliffhanger. Indeed, Riefenstahl 
was doing it back in the 1920s, long 
before Sly was a bloodshot gleam - or 
stress twitc_h - in his mother's eye. It also 
added an echo of the current political 
oppression in Tibet, given Leni's politi
cal leanings. 

Last, but by no means least, I should 
mention Bill Ellzey. His sin1ple landscape 
photographs were extraordinary. But 
Ellzey should find another job. !Iis slide 
show made me want to take out a $10 
million loan , buy a closet in Telluride, 
and squash another human into this 
already crowded mountain community. 

Tsk, Bill. You know I won't fit. ■ 



HEALTH 

IMMUNISAllOH 

New vaccines need more thought and 
preparation to ensure mountaineers 
remain fit when abroad. Dav id 
Hillebrandt outlines the necessary pre
expedition planning to stay healthy when 
abroad. 

'.J UST A LITTLE PRICK,' is the haunting phrase 
beloved by nurses as they assault my deli
cate body prior to an expedition. The 
number of jabs per square inch brings 
home the message that I am not about 
to embark on a holiday jaunt to sample 
Costa Blanca bolts and booze. With both 

sleeves rolled up and my trousers down 
I am soon to depart, with a fully charged 
immune system, to some Third World 
centre of pestilence and plague. The 
irony is that more medical problems 
abroad are actually caused by accidents 
than disease and of illness contracted 
abroad, gut upsets are by far the 
commonest problem and malaria - for 
which there are preventative tablets but 
no injection - is the other constant worry. 

Most of the illnesses encountered on 
an expedition are contracted on the jour
ney to and from base camp, so advice 
applies equally to climbers and trekkers. 
Basic advice on simple hygiene measures, 
water purification systems and protection 
against climatic variation is often more 
important than inoculations 1• However, 
most doctors would prefer to see expe
dition members at least ten weeks prior 
to departure. This facilitates careful plan
ning of the rites of Trial by Needle and 
also allows them to frighten the patient 
into a pre-departure dental check, and 
encourage the purchase of suitable insur
ance. Beware the travel agent who states 
'no immunisations required'. This is very 
different to the statement 'no immunisa
tions desirable'. 

Over the last few years, many more 
safe and efficient vaccines have become 
available for a variety of diseases and 
when planning an immunisation sched
ule, general practitioners will now care
fully assess the risks and inconvenience 
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of jabs against the risks of disease in the 
specific area being visited2• This assess
ment will need to take into account flight 
stopovers, duration of stay , expected 
standard of accommodation and sanita
tion, previous immunisations, time avail
able for the schedule and possible immu
nisation interactions. For example, the 
risk of meningitis or TB transmission in a 
five-star Indian hotel is very low 
compared with the risks in a cheap Delhi 
dormitory doss. Low dose rabies vaccine 
may interact with the anti-malarial drug 
chloroquine3 and the immunoglobulin 
sometimes used for hepatitis protection 
can make live viruses less effective. There 
are situations where time pressures mean 
that some protection from an incomplete 
immunisation course is preferable to no 
protection. 

Certain immunisations are given 
routinely to children in the UK and it is 
sensible to ensure that one has had diph
theria , a TB test and BCG injection if 
appropriate, and that one keeps polio 
and tetanus immunisations up-to-date. 
Tetanus is no respecter of international 
frontiers and an up-to-date course is just 
as important when falling off a British 
crag. 

Since the total world-wide eradication 
of smallpox, yellow fever is the only 
vaccination that may require an official 
vaccination certificate for entry to certain 
countries. This involves one jab, which 
lasts for ten years. It is only available from 
approved yellow fever centres1 and is not 
available on the NHS. Yellow fever is 
only found in equatorial South America 
and Africa but frequent travellers often 
decide to keep their cenificate up-to-date. 
Occasionally an over-zealous customs or 
immigration official will ask for a certifi
cate of cholera vaccination. Medically this 
is illogical since it is an extremely ineffi
cient vaccine , does not prevent 
epidemics, and careful hygiene and water 
purification are far more important for 
personal protection. There is usually a 
financial justification for this devious 
request. A bribe will normally satisfy the 
petty official. However, he will always 
offer two other options. One is a detour 
to another border post where the proce
dure may be repeated or the other is for 
him to administer the 'vaccine' from the 
personal syringe which he keeps in his 
grubby top pocket. He may even charge 
for this service and it is unlikely that he 



Right: A selection 
of the vaccines 
available . 
Left: A sl ight less 
dramatic injection 
to that shown on 
page 7. 

has been instructed 
in sterilisation tech
niques for AIDS 
prevention. I avoid 
this situation by 
offering overland 
travellers one 0.1ml 
intradermal injection. 
This gives less side 
effects than the full 
0.5ml intramuscular 
course, and enables 
me to issue a certifi-
cate4. With the current cholera outbreak 
in South America, I recommend this 
system to all patients visiting the Andes. 

Typhoid and hepatitis are also both 
transmitted by what is delicately known 
to the medical profession as the 'faecal 
ora l route ' . For the education of the 
climbing community this roughly trans
lates as minute particles of infected shit 
entering the patient's mouth. Normally 
this is as a result of poor sewage disposal 
polluting water supplies, human waste 
being used as a fertiliser for your cool 
and appet ising salad or some grubby 
cook failing to scrub his hands after a 
visit to the toilets. 

Until recently the only jab against 
hepatitis was immunoglobulin which 
gave a maximum of six months passive 
immunity following one large volume 
prick in the buttock. This is still available 
for people making short trips abroad or 
who present late for their immunisation 
but frequent travellers can now have a 
course of three small volume injections 
which give protection for at least five 
years - havrix from SmithKJine Beecham. 
Two new and efficient typhoid vaccines 
have also been developed and minimal 
side effects mean they have rendered the 
older vaccine obsolete. 

The modem vivotif vaccine from Evans 
is taken as two doses orally and may 
need a yearly booster. This will appeal 
to those with a morbid fear of needles, 
but they are unlikely to have read this 
far and will limit their next expedition to 
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Harrison 's or The Foundry. Vivotif is a 
live vaccine and for this reason I prefer 
the minor inconvenience of one jab of 
typhim vi from Merieux once every three 
years. 

Hepatitis B is transmitted in the same 
way as the human immuno-deficiency 
virus HIV that causes AIDS and for this 
reason some people say that it should 
not be regarded as a travel immunisation 
and that GPs should concentrate on 
advising on safer sex techniques and 
recommend carrying male or female 
condoms. I agree that this advice is 
important but in a third-world country 
an unconscious traveller could easily end 
up in a local hospital and be put at risk 
from unsterile equipment. It would be 
unfortunate to avoid AIDS - by luck , 
since no immunisation i,s available - but 
contract the more infectious hepatitis B 
for which vaccination is available. 

Fifty thousand humans die each year 
of rabies' and there is a modem immu
nisation that can prevent much worry 
following an animal bite when abroad. 
The immunisation is still no substitute for 
wound hygiene and post-exposure boost
e rs. Rabies is endemic in many parts of 
the world and a recent study on appar
ently healthy-looking stray dogs in La Paz 
showed that about fifteen percent actually 
had rabies when their brains were exam
ined at post mortem6• It is in the coun
tries where the risk is greatest that the 
expensive modem vaccine is unavailable. 
Despite the recommendations of the 
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manufacture rs Merieux there is good 
evidence123•7 that a course of three 0.1ml 
intradermal injections given before expo
sure are as effective as 1ml injected intra
muscularly. The vaccine is not available 
on the NHS and is expensive so it can 
be very worthwhile co-ordinating doses 
with other expedition members and shar
ing the cost of the standard 1ml vial. 

Travellers to sub-Saharan Africa , Brazil, 
India and Nepal should consider vacci
nation against type A and C meningo
coccal meningitis. This is different from 
the newly introduced type B meningo
coccal meningitis vaccine which is now 
part of the chi ldhood immunisation 
programme in the UK and which has no 
relevance to travelling adult moun
taineers. Visitors to rural Asia should also 
discuss Japanese encephalitis immunisa
tion with their GP. The vaccine is expen
sive but this mosquito-transmitted illness 
is not limited to Japan. 

With the opening of mountain ranges 
in the CIS and Mongolia, tick-borne 
encephalitis and bubonic plague are 
vaccines that might be considered. For 
details of the marmot flea transmission 
of plague , it is worth reading Tim 
Severin's book on Mongolia8 but personal 
experience of the side effects of the 
specially imported vaccine from Bayer 
made me suspect that the germ warfare 
of Genghis Khan might be preferable. 

REFERENCES: 1: 'Immunisation against Infectious 
Disease'. Published 1992. HMSO. 2: Dawood; 
'Travellers' Health - How to Stay Healthy Abroad'. 
1992. Oxford University Press. 3: Forgey; 'Traveller's 
Medical Resource - A Guide to Health and Safety 
World-wide'. 1990. ICS Books. 4: 'British National 
Formulary'. No24. September 1992. BMA. 5: 
Hillebrandt; 'Environmentally Friendly Dumping'. 
June-July 1992. DTE 30. 6: Donald Brown. 
Veterinary Department, British Government Overseas 
Development Agency, Bolivia. 1992. Personal 
communication. 7a: Furlong and Lea. 'Rabies 
Prophylaxis Simplified'. June 13th 1981 . The Lancet. 
7b: Turner, Nicholson, Tyrre ll and Aoki. 'Evaluation 
of a Human Diploid Cell Strain Rabies Vaccine - Final 
Report of a Three-year Study on Pre-exposure 
Immunisation'. 1987. Journal Hygiene Cambridge 
89, 101. 7c: Bernard et al. 'Pre-exposure 
Immunisation with lntradermal Human Diploid Cell 
Rabies Vaccine'. 1987. JAMA Volume 257 No8. pp 
1059. 8: Severin. 'In Search of Genghis Khan'. 1991. 
Hutchinson. 

David Hillebrandt is a climber who 
dabbles in medicine. He is sick of being 
told how big the needle is and was on the 
first ascent of Polymorphous Pervert and 
'Brothels in Brighton'. ■ 
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HUSUi APPIAl 
The pressure from tourism in northern 
Pakistan is not the only environmental 
problem affecting the area. Kit Wilkinson 
explains an initiative hy Karakoram 
Experience to bring water to the people of 
Hushe. 

EACH YEAR THE number of climbing and 
trekking expeditions choosing objectives 
in the Karakoram mountains of northern 
Pakistan increases. The biggest peaks 
hold the most attraction and the most 

popular destination by far is the Baltoro 
Glacier area which includes four of the 
world 's fourteen 8,000-metre peaks 
including K2. 

Other areas are starting to see large 
numbers of groups, however , as the 
world-wide trekking and climbing 
community begins to realise just what is 
on offer in terms of spectacular scenery 
and access to a great variety of mountain 
challenges. 

One area which has recently received 
some publicity in the British climbing 
press is the Hushe Valley which is one 
of the highest inhabited valleys in the 
region known as Baltistan, or 'Little Tibet'. 
Lying at an altitude of 2,800 metres , 
Hushe village is at the absolute limit of 
cultivation and the villagers barely 
manage to eke out an existence by grow
ing meagre crops of barley, potatoes and 
turnips, and by herding sheep, goats and 
a yak-cow cross-breed called the dzo. 
Hushe is a very primitive settlement, 
comprising about 110 stone and mud
built dwellings huddled together along 
the sides of two intersecting mud foot
paths. Two larger buildings in the village 
are the old mosque and the school, 
which is a recent addition. Most of the 
Hushe children now attend school for 
some of the week, although they are 
under considerable pressure to do work 
such as collecting firewood , herding live
stock and working in the fields. 

An increase in the numbers of visitors 
to an area as undeveloped as the Hushe 
Valley can benefit the local community. 
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For example, the men of the village are 
able to bring a little cash into the village 
economy through their work as porters 
for expeditions and trekking groups. 
Hushe porters have a reputation for being 
the most friendly and outgoing porters 
in Baltistan. 

But the growth of tourism in remote 
mountain areas does bring with it certain 
problems. Littering and despoiling of the 
most regularly used trails and campsites, 
and overuse of resources such as fire
wood, are two areas which should be of 
concern to anybody who is in any way 
involved with an expedition. 

It is highly desirable that the environ
mental damage caused by trekking 
groups and expeditions can be minimised 
through a co-operative and sustained 
effort, involving the authorities in Pakistan 
and all organisers of travel to tl1is isolated 
part off the world. There is some progress 
in this direction. For example, a code of 
practice intended to promote care for the 
environment is included within the 
Ministry of Tourism produced 
Mountaineering Rules and Regulations 
pamphlet which is the document that all 
trekking and climbing groups agree to 
abide by when visiting northern Pakistan. 

There is also concrete evidence of 
government involvement in keeping the 
mountains clean. Latrine blocks are being 
built at the most regularly used camp
sites - on the trek to K2 for example. At 
the same time as trying to minimise the 
detrimental impact of tourism, it is impor
tant to give something back to the local 
communities. This is a beautiful but 
unforgiving environment. Life is difficult 
for the inhabitants of villages like Askole 
and Hushe. The winters are long and 
harsh; the crops are only just sufficient 
to sustain the communities. Life 

Left: Looking south to the 
village of Hushe and the 
dispute Indian-Pakistan 
border. 



expectancy is low and infant mortality 
high. 

Lower down in the valleys, many of 
the more accessible settlements have 
beneficed from aid projects which have 
been run through the Aga Khan Rural 
Support Programme (AKRSP). The build
ing of schools, roads and bridges and the 
construction of irrigation systems and 
pem1anent water supplies, are the sorts of 
development which are commonly 
carried out. 

However, few of the most 
remote villages have received any 
assistance of this type. The recently 
completed clean water supply 
scheme at Askole is a notable 
exception as the funding for this 
was provided by the Climb for the 
World charity. 

Since our earliest involvement 
with Hushe, Karakoram Experience 
has helped to suppon the school 
by contributing cowards the buying 
of equipment and by sponsoring 
tl1e part-time teacher. Tom Gilchrist 
has been prominent in this work 
and has set up a Hushe village 
school fund details of which are 
available from the Karakoram 
Experience office. 

During 1993, we started the 
arrangements for another scheme 
to help the village, the provision of 
a clean water supply. At the 
moment the nearest spring is a ten
minute walk away, well below the 
village. The main river which flows 
alongside the village is so full of 
glacially-derived silt throughout the 
year, that it is almost black and 
impossible to drink. 

Our proposed scheme will 
involve piping water from a year
round spring which lies at an alti
tude of 3 ,300 metres, some 500 
metres above Hushe on the other 
side of the Hushe River. The 
scheme has now been approved by 
Mr Sher Ghazi, an experienced 
water engineer who works for the 
AKRSP. In May this year we accom
panied Mr Ghazi to Hushe where 
he undertook a survey of the area, 
in preparation for producing a 
quotation for the construction of 
the water supply scheme. We 
propose to complete this scheme 
in the summer of 1995. 

Mr Ghazi added a new element to the 
scheme when he suggested that it would 
make most sense to construct a micro 
hydro-electricity unit at the same time as 
the water supply installation. He esti
mated that the head of water would be 
sufficient to generate 22 kilowatts of 
energy, which would provide a minimal 
electricity supply for the whole village. 

The clean water supply will cost in the 
region of £17 ,000 and the Micro Hyde! 
Unit a further £13,000; This is a total of 

ECOLOGY DEPARTMENTS 

£30,000, a sum which we have a year to 
raise. It will not be easy, but tllis is a most 
worthy cause and we would appeal to 
anyone who might like to make a contri
bution to the scheme. 

Please send your cheques - payable 
to Hushe Water Supply - to the 
Karakoram Experience office at 32 Lake 
Road, Keswick, Cumbria, CA12 5DQ. We 
will keep all contributors updated on tl1e 
scheme. For further information, please 
call 07687 73966. ■ 

THE 

BEST 
J 

]";ENTS 
VWHERE 

l~THE 
WORLD 

A s a result of our on go ing 
research progra mme we 
have deve loped a unique 
and revo lut ionary new 
fl ysheet fabr ic; WIBTERSHED 

For furth er deta ils, 
consu lt yo ur specia list 
outd oor reta ile r or write 
today fo r our new colo ur 
catalogue. 

--:}E--------------
Please send me a copy of the new Wild Country Performance Tents and Extremities Clothing Catalogue . 

NAME: _______________ ADDRESS: __________________ _ 

----------------------------POSTCODE: _______ _ 

w;,d Country is used under licence from Wild Country Limited MORE 

Terra Nova Equipment L,m,ted Eccfesbourne Park Affreton Derbyshire DESS 4RF Telephone 0773 833300 Fax 0773 831088 
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DIMDCHACY AND IHI BMC 

Sm, 
IT WAS VERY good to have an editorial 
devoted to the BMC in your last issue 
and it is good that magazine editors take 
the trouble to attend our AGM. As you 
so rightly say, the vast majority of 
climbers are not interested in attending 
AGMs or committee meetings. What they 
want to do is go climbing, and so long as 
the BMC can facilitate this by maintaining 
access, providing information, testing gear 
and offering a range of other services, 
then naturally they are quite happy to let 
the professional staff and willing volun
teers get on with it. 

We do pride ourselves on being a 
'listening organisation ' and do have a 
democratic sm1cture, perhaps not perfect, 
but better than a great many other 
national bodies of sport. The initial forum 
for debate on all matters relating to climb
ing, hill walking or mountaineering is at 
our area meetings which are held eve1y 
two months in nine different areas of the 
country. There are now over 320 clubs 
representing 25 ,000 members, 200 asso
ciated organisations and 10,000 individual 
members of the BMC. Clubs and associ
ations are invited to send representatives 
to .these meetings and individual 
members can attend the area meeting of 

their choice. There is usually a spread of 
club and individual members at the meet
ings which elect two representatives from 
each area to make up ci1e BMC's commit
tee of management. The democratic 
nature of the BMC constitution was 
discussed over a two-year period at area 
and management level prior to being 
accepted at last year's AGM when we 
became a lin1ited company by some 6,000 
votes to 1 at the AGM and 6,000 to nil at 
the subsequent postal ballot. 

For this year's AGM where there was a 
vacancy for a new president and one vice 
president, nominations were invited from 
the area committees which were in turn 
thoroughly discussed by the committee 
of management and names put forward. 
Few people actually want these time
consuming and responsible jobs but it 
has always been the case that any full 
members can propose alternative nomi
nations and this is what happened this 
year. 

The BMC is certainly not afraid of crit
icism and the initial place to air views is 
at the area meetings. As I have often said 
over the last few years , climbers and 
mountaineers do have a voice in British 
mountaineering provided they are 
members of an affiliated club or individ
ual members and can take the trouble to 
come to_ a meeting or raise an issue with 
their club representative. 

For example, the headquarters issue 
to which you refer has been widely 
discussed across the country at area meet
ings and the divergent views of the area 
committees will be taken into considera
tion before any decision is taken. 
Yours sincerely, 
Derek Walker, 
General Secretary, 
BMC, Manchester 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Derek Walker makes some valid 
points but there are two pertinent arguments that 
still need to be pursued. First, democracy, like 
justice, must be seen to be done. The feature of this 
year's annual general meeting was not that it was 
undemocratic - that is obviously untrue - but that 
the outcome appeared to be both a foregone 
conclusion and a compliance with the wishes of the 
executive. This may not be the case but that must be 
made plain. Second, the problem still has to be 
addressed of what further benefits can be made 
available to individual members. The BMC is in a 
perfect position to develop the commercial 
opportunities that an increasing interest in climbing 
offers. There are plenty of people ready to capitalise 
on this and it would be nice to see some of that extra 
money ploughed back into areas like conservation 
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and access. It is feasible that those with long lists of 
names and addresses could exploit those 
opportunities before the BMC can. 

ANY! MADIN BIUIS 

Sm, 
I WAS INTERESTED to read that the Tottori 
University expedition claims to have 
made the first ascent of Anye Maqen III 
(Notes & Records , More 7, pl9). As a 
member of the party which made the first 
ascent in 1988 , I feel that the record 
needs to be put straight. 

The first attempt by a British team was 
made by John Town's party in 1987. They 
reached a rocky section of the east ridge 
at about 5,000 metres before retreating. 
The first ascent was made by ten 
members of the Yorkshire Schools 
Exploring Society's China '88 expedition, 
who reached the summit at 4.10pm on 
August 16th. The party consisted of three 
adult leaders and seven school students 
aged between 16 and 19. 

Base camp was made near the snout of 
the Harlon II Glacier and the route 
followed the northern edge of d1e glacier 
until a crossing could be made to gain a 
400-metre snow slope leading to the crest 
of the east ridge. Camp 1 was made at 
this point. 

The following day th e ridge was 
followed to the summit and the party 
then returned to Camp 1, descending to 
base camp on the third day. 

Technically, the route was straightfor
ward, involving mainly easy snow slopes 
and nothing harder than Scottish II. The 
main difficulties arose from the effects of 
altitude and numerous deep crevasses 
running across the ridge. Members of d1e 
group also made the first ascent of the 
attractive rock peak on the opposite side 
of the main va ll ey - Lesley 's Peak 
(c5000m) - and a two-day reconnaissance 
of Anye Maqen I, reaching a highpoint 
of 5,200 metres. 

Other notable events on the expedi
tion were the completion of the Anye 
Maqen pilgrin1age circuit and a first canoe 
circumnavigation of Qinghai Hu Lake. 

I hope this clarifies the matter. 
Yours sincerely, 
Adrian Kenny, 
Yorkshire Schools Exploring Society, 
Bradford ■ 
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PIASJIC BDOJS 
There may not be many choices as Jar as 
plastic boots are concerned but there 's 
plenty to remember when buying them, 
as Ed Douglas reports. 

WIIILE ROCK-BOOT crazes come and go 
requiring reviews every year to keep up 
with the changes, plastic boots soldier 
valiantly on witJ1 refinements and quality 
improvements me only real changes. The 
fact that they're expensive, people only 
buy a pair every few years and mat there 
are fewer serious mountaineers man mere 
are rock climbers or humorous moun
taineers are the obvious reasons. 
Furmermore, in the UK and t11e States the 
number of manufacturers or distributors 
is smaller man on me Continent, almough 
even there you don't have an enormous 
choice. All this is to the good because it 
means mat you don't waste precious time 
thinking about what boots to wear and 
can get on wim the important things in 
life like watching Beavis and Butthead 
and cleaning the gunk out from between 
your toes. 

When plastic boots first came on the 
market , there was but one choice and 
that was Koflach. Climbers may have 
been dyeing their hair pink or wearing 
kaftans but you knew what they'd have 
on their feet. Even though the felt inners 
would get sodden and stay that way -
mine never really dried out in six year's 
use - it's important to remember what 
an innovative step they were with all 
manner of advantages from rigid cram
pon support, to me fact tJ1ey didn't freeze. 
Koflach, of course, came close to doing 

GEAR/ PLASTIC BOOTS DEPARTMENTS 

an EB, but it is to their credit that they 
recovered their initial impetus and now 
rival Asolo, who took over their mantle, 
and Scarpa. 

Buying boots 
Like every piece of gear, and we make no 
apologies for pointing it out again, step 
one is to know what you want them for. 
Plastic boots fall into t11ree main brackets. 
First, mere are me enl:!y level boots which 
are aimed at those doing hill walking in 
crampons or easy alpine routes. Examples 
here are the Koflach Viva Soft and the 
Asolo Supersoft. These are significantly 
cheaper at around £150 - or less if you go 
in the sales - than their more advanced 
brothers and sisters , but there are 
climbers who use them for more ardu
ous outings and swear by them. 

The next grade up is for the dedicated 
mountaineer doing full-bore alpine or 
Scottish routes. These include the Asolo 
AFS 103, Scarpa Vega and the Koflach 
Clima Comprex and they weigh in at 
around the £180-£200 mark. For the 
majority of mountaineers mese boots will 
be sufficient. 

Finally, t11ere are me expedition models 
designed for super-alpine use in cold 
temperatures. If there is any danger that 
you 'll be heading to the Alps in winter 
or plan on doing some icefalls in pokey 
temperatures then spend the extra 
moolah. They are as much as £60 dearer 
than the workhorse models but the 
warmm difference is substantial and just 
remember that it's harder to upgrade a 
climbing boot than a computer. 

Sizing 
It's generally reco1mnended mat you need 
to buy plastics at least one size bigger 
than your regular shoe size and proba
bly one and a half times. It helps with 
your thicker socks - don 't forget to take 
mem with you to the shop - and easing 
blood supply to help avoid frostbite. One 
thing that doesn 't always occur to 

climbers is the damage done to nerve 
endings on extended routes by the 
constant kicking of front-pointing. You 
want space between me end of your toes 
and the boot to absorb some of the 
impact. The rule-of-thumb test is a good 
idea. Put me inner on and make sure you 
can press down fresh air the width of 
your thumb at the business end. 

It's a good idea to take your crampons 
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Above: Asolo 's Phil Oren , 
boot customising . 

a long. Bail grooves in boots change 
shape and you want to make sure that 
your crampons are going to be compat
ible. Some manufacturers have lists of 
which crampons go best with their boots 
but don 't take these at face value. It's 
much better to test things for yourself. 

Boots mat are too big are going to feel 
clumpy. Resist the temptation to go for 
something that feels snugger and more 
precise because you 'll regret it and your 
toes will get the bill. Think about the 
lacing system and practise using it with 
different tensions to reflect actual usage 
on me hill. Be careful not to su·ess specific 
points as this can rip out eyelets in the 
long run. 

Foot care 
It's no good spending a lot of money on 
boots if you treat your feet badly. Look 
after your nails; in-growing ones can hurt 
- a lot - when you 're front-pointing. I 
know. I had those nails. Keep them as 
dry as possible and for added warmth 
consider ideas like the vapour barrier 
system. Use good socks ; Thor-10 or 
Toasters are good examples. 

Customisation 
Believe it or not you can customise plas
tic boots. At least, you can't but a good 
dealer can. Mountain Review will run an 
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article on this in a later issue by Phil 
Oren , Asolo 's south-western US sales 
representative. What the man doesn 't 
know about the finer points of boot fitting 
isn't worth knowing. He has recently 
been giving seminars in this country to 
retailers so this area is set to improve. 
Basically, if you 've got an area of the boot 
that pinches or presses, you can pres
surise the boot and heat the offending 
area to enlarge it. Cunning. 

Crampons tend to do more damage to 
Asolos ' uppers than other boots. Yetis 
could be the answer although some 
climbers smear araldite over the toes to 
protect them. When the bail slot gets 
narrow, take a penknife to it and gouge 
some more life into it. 
Plastic boots are a high-volume piece of 
footwear and feet are a low-volume piece 
of your bod, so some climbers use 
inserted insoles to pad things out, either 
in the bed of the inner or the outer. 

Asolo 
The Asoframe system is well known now 
and its introduction helped develop what 
really are second generation plastic boots. 

Asolo AFS 103s 

This is basically a non-deformable nylon 
framework to which is moulded a soft 
Pebax shell. The shank is carbon-fibre 
and the beauty of the whole deal is that 
it bends at the top and is stiff at the 
bottom. This is the great advantage Asolo 
boots have. 

The dual lacing system in the outer has 
been adopted by other manufacturers 
and there are nice design features like a 
plastic strut to keep the tongue clear of 
the inner set of laces. There is, as in other 
boots, a shock absorber in the heel. The 
inner - made of a closed cell foam -
comes in varying thicknesses depending 
on the model. The down side is that the 
soft shell is vulnerable to inaccurate cram
poning - to use a euphemism - and there 

have been complaints about their dura
bility, mostly in terms of eyelets ripping 
out when tightening the laces. Quality 
control has been a problem in the past 
but UK importers Ventura say that they 
have put pressure on Asolo to tighten up 
their manufacturing process. I tested the 
AFS Expedition in Scotland and in the 
Alps this winter and found them deli
ciously warm and extremely comfortable 
although there are now a few chunks 
missing from the upper. 
UK importer: Ventura. Tel 0539 
728386. 

Koflach 
The main difference between these and 
Asolo boots is the polyurethane shell 
which is more rigid, giving them more a 
ski boot feel. The cuff round the ankle 
is a more supple polyurethane giving 
good articulation at the ankle. The new 
Koflach models are much more comfort
able than the old Ultras although the 
Asolos have the edge here. Advantages 
are its robust nature - these things will 
last forever - and details like the slight 
heel to the inner which locates in a recess 
in the outer. This gives the boot a much 
less sloppy feel than previous models. 
The inner is an open-cell foam construe-
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tion which pumps air through it reducing 
moisture. The Arctis Expedition - the top 
of the range model - has an alternative 
and warmer inner called the Arctis 
Expedition IS. We tested the Arctis 
Expedition and Clima Comprex and 
confirmed the general impression many 
climbers have that these are a more 
durable but slightly less precise boot than 
the Asolo. 
UK importer: Glacier Imports Ltd Tel 
0892 543952. 

Scarpa 
The Vega has proved popular in recent 
years and is based on the same princi
ples as the Koflach range. While prepar
ing this article the Scarpa importer in the 
UK was changing and we were unable 
to test their boots but these have been 
around long enough for most climbers 
to have an idea what they're about. Then 
new importers , headed by former 
Berghaus man Neil Kennedy, say that 
they are bringing in a warmer, Cordura
protected 7mm closed-cell foam inner 
boot for this winter. 
UK importer: Scarpa. Tel 091 276 
3246. 

Other ideas 
If you're heading for the high Himalaya 
on technically easy ground, ONE Sport 
do a less rigid but very warm high-alti
tude boot. These, as far as .we're aware, 
are only sold in Chamonix. If you ski, 
bear in mind that many ski-mountaineer- · 
ing boots will take a crampon; Dynastar 
for instance produce a boot that's popu
lar with French alpinists. These can be 
very useful for skiing down to goulottes, 
whizzing up steep ice and then shooting 
back down to the valley for dinneL 
Alternatively you can walk. But that's what 
these boots aren't made for. ■ 



In search of the 
Abominable 
Snowman 
If you believe in the Abominable 
Snowman it is quite possible that you 
also believe that other plastic shell 
mountaineering boots give you the same 
superb comfort and safety as the 1993/94 
range from Koflach. 

If, however, whether it be in the 
Cairngorms or the Himalayas, your feet 
are firmly on the ground, you already 
know that nothing can compare in price 

r quality to wearing Koflach. 

those of you that want to go in 
search th · usive creature, here's 
some sound advllee~ ear something you 
can rely on, plastic shell mountaineering 
boots from Koflach, as two 
disappointments in one day can be 
difficult to take. 

VIVA SOFT TO 
ARCTIS EXPEDITION • •• 
by 

koflach 



i·il+idiiiiii+i CL Ass I FI ED s 

ASCENT TRAVEL EXPEDITIONS 1994/5 
PUMORI .. ........ ............ 7161 m .... .... November 1994 ..... .... ...... . £3850 
ACONCAGUA .. ... .. ... .. .. 6940m .... .. .. Christmas 1994 .. ... ..... ... ... £2515 
McKINLEY .... ..... ..... ... .. 6189m .... .. .. May 1995 ........................ £2245 
ANNAPURNA ............... 809lm ... ..... April 1995 .... ....... ....... US$7500 
SHISHAPANGMA ......... 8047m ...... .. May 1995 ... ........ ........ US$7800 
CHO OYU/SHISH ........ 8156m ...... .. May 1995 .. ............... US$10700 
SHARTSE .. ..... ..... ... .... . 7459m ... ... .. October 1995 .............. US$6250 
MERA/ISLAND ..... ..... .. 6276m ... ... .. October 1994 .... .. ... .......... £2460 
CLASSIC ALPS ..... .. ...... ... .. ... ... ..... .. July/ August ........................ £945 

Forthcoming expeditions: Everest, Lhotse, Tower of Paine, Mustagh Tower 
Phone, write or fax for our colour brochure to: 

ASCENT Travel, 20 Mid Causeway, CULROSS, 
Fife, KY12 8HS • Tel/Fax 0383 880432 

HIMALAYAN GUIDES 
Our 100% Safety Record remains intact. 

3 Khum bu peak . 22nd October 94 and 18th March 95 for 23 days £1780. 

lt1s our introduction to safe Himalayan climbing. 
Ama Dablam, 94 4 wks Oct/Nov £3280. 
Everest N Rid11e, 56 days 14th April 95. ex Kathmandu US 18,500. 
Aconca~a , 94/95 24 days £2280 inclusive. 
Mt McKinley. 95 3 wks May/June £1980 

Mt Vinson, 94 Antarctica, Dec. US$24,500 inclusive. 
Fitzroy (3374 m) Franco Argentinian route -4th-26th February 95 . £3,000. 

Guided by Simon Yates 
Cho Oyo , Normal Route, Autumn 95, ex Kathmandu US 6,500. 

We exclusively mou11tailleer and we do11 't use expedition funds 011 glossy brochures. 
So write, fax or ring, and we'll send you specific details. 

Tel/Fax 031 447 4036. 106 THIRLESTANE RD, EDINBURGH, EH9 lAS 

* Put every one if its Everest clients on top in May '94? * Is the only organisation to have successfully run 4 Everest expeditions? * Has now placed a world record tally of 39 people on top of Everest? * Has a director who has climbed Everest 4 times? * Has the most experienced Everest guides? * Will give you your best chance of reaching the top of Everest? 
Rob Hall 
Adventure Consultants 
P.O. Box 10-274 
Christchurch , New Zealand 
Tel: 010 64 3 365 3544 
Fax: 010 64 3 365 3664 

BUFO vtMURFS LID 
3 Elim Grove (Dept M) 
Windermere LA23 2JN 

Tel (05394 45445 (24 hrs) 

Tailor-made treks and expedrtions in 
Nepal for groups and individuals to suit 
your dates, interests and experience. 

Trekking peaks, rafting and jungle 
safaris. Our brochure contains details 

of the arrangements we can make 
or send for our 152 page 'Guide for the 

Independent Trekker' 

'ADVENIURE NEPAL' 
UK £7, Europe £8, outside Europe £10 

All holiday P&ments insured throuQh 
International Passenger Protection Ctd 
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the cost effective way 
of reaching your 

customers 

CHO OYO - s 12,000 -
5 Sept- 10 Oct '94 

EVEREST - s2s,ooo -
2 April - 10 June '95 

PUMORI - $10,000 -
16 April- 30 May '95 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND BROCHURE, CONTACT; 

HIMALAYAN EXPERIENCE 8000 

ASIAN TREKKING (P) LTD. 

HOTEL GAURI SHANKAR Pvt. ltd. 
P.O. Box 3022 

Thamel Kathmandu NEPAL 
Tel: /977) 1413732 Fax: /977} 1411878 

RUSSELL BRICE 

B.P 12 
7 4400 I.es Pnn 

Chamonix Mont-Blanc FRANCE 
Tel: /33} 50 53 73 87 Fax: /33} 50 53 73 88 

!!!' "'!""' i./\ i'~ > =- MOUNTAIN-= !!'~ t ,;ll'~.a. • 
- EXPERIENCE ---:----~ '~•" 

Tlllll S1JMMER OITEIIS:• 

f.1:.~!,~r~'!!~~:::~c;d~!~~•bc:::x 
Cbamonlx with option■ for:• Mont Blue, llplne 
lock Pennine lip■ & the Bernese Oberlucl. 

i&UTIIJDI' IIDULAYANIXPIDffiOJIITO GOXYO & 
PAIICIIAllO PIAX 

lJIAGJI QUALl1IID GUIDES. 
Bria llall, Jlounlain B>perien .. 

----06637B0160 (HH11l---~ 

Specialists in small group climbing and 
walking holidays throughout the 

NEPAL HIMALAYA 
INDIA & TIBET 

For a brochure contact: 
Classic Nepal Ltd., (M), 
33 Metro Avenue, Newton, 
Derbyshire, DESS SUF 
Tel: 0TT3 873497 (24 hrs) 

MOUNTAIN REVIEW 

Fill your trips with our 
readers - your target 

audience. 

ANDES . Expeditions to South 
America. Climb Aconcagu a by the 
Polish Glacier or Ojos del Salado, the 
world's highest volcano at 6885m. See 
the total eclipse in Southern Peru, trek 
in Patagonia or Peru's Huayhuash 
mountains. Details of these and other 
expeditions from: Ande s, 53 Castle 
Street, Kirkcudbright, DG6 4JD. Tel : 
(0557) 331747. 

SKI SERV ICES 

BRAEMAR NORDIC 
SKI CENTRE 

UK's widest range of nordic and 
alpine ski touring equipment. 
Specialists in hillwalking and 

mountaineering gear. 
SEND FOR FREE COLOUR CATALOGUE OR 

CALL IN AND SEE us! 
Mar Rd, Braemar, Aberdeenshire 

AB35 5YL Tel: 03397 41242 

ACCOMMODAT I ON 

BREDE ARKLESS 
Bunkhouse 

£4 per person nightly 
£55 group per night 
For brochure & directions 

write with SAE to 
BUARTH, DEINIOLEN, 
GWYNEDD LLSS 3NA 

or Tel: 0286 870518 

BOOKS 

J' I JARVIS BOOKS I 
~ •• 1, f 1j HUGE SELECTION 

. ~ c,' SECONDHAND & NEW 

MOUNTAINEERING & 
WALKING BOOKS 

NEW CLIMBING, WALKING, 
TRAVEL GUIDES & MAPS WORLDWIDE 

Shop Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. Sun~ 2.00-5.30. 

Credit card orders welcome. 
S.a.e. Catalogue BOOKS BOUGHT 

57 Smedley Slreel, East Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 3FO 
Telephone/Fax (0629) 55322 

SERV I CES 

BOOT REPAIRS 
3/4 soles ONLY £16.00* 
Vibram units fitted ONLY £23.50* 

'including return postage 
Contact 

CHESHIRE SHOE REPAIRS 
43 Folly Lane, Bewsey, 
Warrington WAS 5ND 

Tel: 0925 414945 

IN SURANCE 

~ --9-
VISASPORTS 

~ ----
MOUNTAIN RESCUE 

• ASSISTANCE , CAR RELAY 

AND REPATRIATION 

• PERSONAL ACCIDENT 
• D PARTY LIABILI TY 

• LEGAL EXPENSES AND ADVICE 

Insurance covers all sports , 
including para and hang gliding, 

for a who le year. 

VISASPORTS UK LTD, 
62 PRINCE STREET, BRISTOL BS I 4QD. 

0272-226 222 or 0272-308 654 

MOUNTAIN REVIEW 
For details of how 

MoRe classifieds can work for you 

call Simon or Annette on 

0778393313 
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>> icefield his rucksack strap broke, 
and he turned back. 

'Did it really break?' I asked Stevie. 
'I would have cut it if it hadn't ,' he 

replied. 
We spent ages doing the climb in deep 

snow, there was a twenty foot cornice 
overhanging the Swallow's Nest. Once 
there the weather rum bad and we waited 
another day before committing ourselves 
too much. We had decided to abseil off 
when I noticed a tiny patch of blue sky, 
Stevie confirmed the patch was definitely 
blue , and without a word we agreed to 
wait till the next morning. 

The Third Icefield had a six inch layer 
of powder over the glassy ice , and 
a lready our axes and crampons had 
grown blunt. We teetered across grate
ful of the practice we'd had in Brixton 
Lane. The Waterfall pitch was an off
width crack choked with powder, we had 
to tunnel it. 

In winter you find very little old gear 
except where the ground is too steep to 
take ice or snow. All the pegs in the 
magnificently exposed Brittle crack were 
loose, the winter cold had shrunk the 
metal , and Stevie kept pulling them out 
and landing beside me. I had long since 
given up the luxury of being frightened. 
I merely observed this grunting flailing 
body fly past. It was his pitch, and there
fore his problem. Mine was the Quartz 
Crack , where a minor storm was in 
progress, the sky n1rning black with spin
drift avalanches, Stevie choking at the 
bottom of the pitch while I had been 
saved from a long fa ll by the shovel of 
the axe, jammed nutwise into a crack. 
Under the rush of the avalanche I 

STEVE HASTON 

dangled from the axe cord and wondered 
in that maelstrom if Stevie h ad been 
swept away yet. 

The most strung-out lead for us was 
the snow covered exit chimneys. There 
was not a smear of ice under that teasing 
snow which led us on with promises of 
easy climbing. And the underlying rock 
was now downward pointing slates, just 
like the roofs of our houses. The belays 
would not have taken a fall , there were 
few runners , and we had to trust and 
believe in each other's ab ility to keep us 
both alive. 

The bivouac was on the summit ridge 
that night, and when the dawn arrive with 
a sea of cloud below us, we knew we 
were going to live. 

It took four hours to glissacle clown the 
West flank, the technique is not recom
mended, I shan 't describe it here, except 
to say you have to be very careful of the 
icy bits. 

At one point wa lking o ut to the 
Sheidegg the snow was so deep and soft 
Stevie disappeared under the crest of a 
dune and reappeared on the other side. 

We must have smelt a bit, because the 
skiers at the cafe moved to distant tables 
when we sat down. One old man did not 
move away, and as Stevie carefully put 
his mug clown in the middle of the 
saucer, he leaned forward and said "It's 
OK, you can relax now, that mug isn't 
going to fa ll clown the mountain. " I 
regret not asking the o ld man his name. 
He knew. He had been there too. The 
tension receded. There was the much 
needed shower , the huge m ea l of 
spaghetti and tomato paste and garlic , 
the wine. 

The working protocol broke down at 
last. Till now we had n o t a llowed 
emotional reactions to interfere with the 
job in hand. We had been partners but 
not friends. All those suppressed irrita
tions poured out, we were abrasive and 
critical, I can 't remember what about. We 
called each other some names I suppose. 
Two pig-headed climbers, we were on 
the verge of coming to blows, and I didn't 
care . Stevie lifted me by my collar till my 
feet were flailing a few inches from the 
ground, and still I was so ang1y I didn't 
care . I watched fascinated as his eyes 
bulged and those veins on the side of his 
neck swelled and wriggled like snakes. 
He was turning redder and redder. I was, 
I was sure , about to come to some very 
real harm, and still I did not care. I was 
too angry. Then like a breaking wave, a 
change came over Stevie, and he burst 
into tears and dropped me on the floor. 
"Look what you did, you stupid idiot, you 
nearly made me kill you. " 

I don't remember what happened next. 
I guessed I must have hugged my friend; 
whatever it was , I'm sure the commu
narcls would have disapproved. 

Slowly I cleared away the pictures, slid
ing them off the table-top into an open 
drawer, instant filing. 

Here again was that horrible waterfall 
pitch, the tip-toeing across the glass ice of 
the spider and tl1e final glorious shot of 
Haston astride the summit of the Eiger, 
one leg on tl1e north face, the other hang
ing clown the south face. I shut the 
drawer on the photos, and decided to 
write something about friends. ■ 

KARAKORAMEXPERIENCE 
ADVENTURE TRAVEL 

VICTOR SAUNDERS, Boardman Tasker winner and author of the newly published No Place To Fall, is 
leading a couple of exploratory treks for Keswick-based adventure travel company Karakoram 
Experience. Only a couple of places are left on each trip , so act quickly. Call Karakoram Experience on 
07687 73966 for more details. 

TIRICH MIR 
Trekking and climbing on the north side of Tirich Mir, highest peak 
of the Hindu Kush . Departs on 3rd September, returns September 

25th. This will be the first trip to visit this remote area on the border 
of Northern Pakistan and Afghanistan. On a reconnaissance last 
year, Victor spotted a couple of shapely near 6000 metre peaks 
which he hopes the group can make first ascents of this year. 

PANCH CHULI 
Departing on October 8th , and returning on October 29th, this trip is 
to the Panch Chuli group, which lie just to the east of Nanda Devi in 

India's Kumaon district. Victor was a member of a successful 
Anglo-Indian expedition to this area two years ago and hopes this 
year to retrace the steps of that earlier expedition , continuing to 

make the first crossing of high pass, above the Panch Chuli glacier. 
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ONCE IN A LIFETIME STEVE HASTON 

Steve Haston by Victor Saunders 

' T his was fifteen years 
ago." I thought as I 
spread out the photos 
on the empty table, they 
reached across the 

years. The photos made me think about 
friends, friendship and what all that really 
means. What do we expect from friends' 
How long do we remain friends? Look at 
the well known climbing partnerships 
and note how few of them are close to 
each other now. And finally, how do you 

identify a friend anyway? Here was a 
person who was once my friend, and this 
is the story of how I came to know that. 

There we were squinting into the sun 
on Stockwell Road, Stevie Haston's curled 
black hair catching highlights and the 
grey yellow panels of Stockwell Park 
Estate rose behind us like prison blocks. 
Probably we were standing on· dog dirt. 
We lived a few streets from each other 
in Brixton. We never climbed together 
on rock. I wasn't up to it. Stevie had 
always climbed; I was new to it, I didn't 
even know the terminology, "You need 
a spotter for that route" Stevie said one 
day. "What is a spotter?" I asked. "Victor, 
you're so ignorant it hurts." 

We were squatters then. My household 
was full of would be builders - the plas
terboard had been ripped from most of 

the wall to reveal a space like a bizarre 
stage set. The moment you entered the 
house you could trace the stairwell from 
basement to roof. Every joist, strut and 
column was exposed. Inside, the house 
looked like an engineer's drawing. The 
squats we lived in were miniature 
communes. We were all supposed to be 
friends, and everybody took their turn at 
cooking as well as mending the roof, 
chimney stack or drains. Housewor.k 
never seemed to find a place in our rotas. 

Stevie's house was a bit more 
civilised than mine, there 
were more walls between the 
rooms, but even there it was 
considered slightly un
communal to spend each 
week end climbing when the' 
slates needed replacing. And 
each e;ening, when the' 
others in his house held meet
ings , Stevie was pushing 
weights and adding to his 
already enormous biceps. 
Even then he was not the sort 
of person you would to get 
into a fight with. 

Our respective communities took an 
exceptionally dim view of our plan to 
disappear for months one winter to climb 
in the Oberland. I further deepened the 
blot on my copy book by a minor over
sight while shopping in Brixton Market 
for a farewell curry. I thought I was 
buying lamb, but apparently the meat 
was old goat, and the people in my 
house turned out to have more conserv
ative tastes than they thought they had. 

In preparation for that first winter 
season we had taken to walking every
where on tip toe. This was supposed to 
strengthen those front pointing calf 
muscles. To let heel touch the ground 
was an admission of failure. With a brief 
case pinch gripped in hand (we never 
used the handle) we staggered around 
Stockwell with aching forearms and calf 
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muscles, drawing surprisingly few side
long glances; we were just another 
couple of eccentrics from Brixton. It 
makes you wonder what great plans all 
the other eccentrics were up to. We took 
our plans very seriously. We had 
designed and built a two man big-wall 
bivi tent. The original mock up had been 
from sheets of polythene and sellotape, 
the two of us sitting inside with our ruck
sacks, while our communal colleagues 
looked on disapprovingly. We experi
mented with three different types of stove 
and tip toed up Brixton Hill under our 
huge rucksacks with ten days food and 
gear. We had Galibier Makalu double 
boots, which were so loose and bendy 
they made tip toeing difficult, so we prac
tised fronting point up the decaying brick 
pointing of our houses, more disapproval. 
There was so much general disapproval 
around I couldn't understand why the 
communards weren't actually pleased to 

see us go to Switzerland. But they 
weren't. I think they liked their friends 
to stay at home where they could disap
prove of them in person. 
Stechelberg is a tiny hamlet at the head 
of the Lauterbrun valley. There was a Co
op, post office and Hotel. There was also 
the Natur Freund Haus, a kind of hostel. 
This was as far from Brixton as it was 
possible to be. In summer Stechelberg is 
lush with those flowers and Alpine herbs 
you see on Swiss cough sweets. In 
summer there are tinkling brooks and 
cow bells , small birds warbling and 
insects buzzing. But in winter the valley 
is so deep the sun does not reach the 
hostel. This was our base in the winter 
of 1979. We had a couple of tries to climb 
the Eigerwand. The first was a failure, 
but Stevie and I riow knew we could 
complete the climb. Actually this was not 
Haston 's first attempt to climb the big 
one. He had started to solo the 1938 route 
when he was 17 years old, on the second 
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1989. 

introduce 
a sleeping bag covered in parachute silk. 

We called the range "Softie". 
And every ~ear since, we've been improving it. 
Last year, for instance, we gave the Osprey a broader 

neck baffle. Th"s year we 've launched the offset-quilted Softie 
10 Harrier. In between, we 've pleated the hoods on all 
5 models. Ana all except the ultra-light Merlin have 
compress·on stuffsacks included. 

Now, of course, other people have bags which are 
similar. But there are still none which are identical. 

Unlike others, we've had 5 years to improve and perfect 
our product. 

Unlike others, we 're insulating with our own higti
thermal superfine fibre , specially commissioned from 
SwitzerJand. 

And, unlike others, every Softie bag is made in Britain. In 
our own factory. 

So Softie bags from Snugpak are still the foremost 
ligh weights for 1994. 

Buy any other and you might catch a cold . 

TESTED IN TOUGHER PLACES THAN YOU'LL BE GOING 

Brett Harris Ltd, Waterloo Mills, Howden Road, Si lsden, West Yorks 8020 OHA. 
Telephone: (0535) 654479. Fax: (0535) 652503. 

1994. 

3-season bag weighs approx 1400g, pack size 
(uncompressed} 38 x 17cm. , 

2-season summer bag weighs approx 1100g, pack size 
(uncompressed} 34 x 15cm. 

RellectaTherm metallised barrier layer produces 
warmth with even less weight. 2 seasons , app rox 
750g, pack (uncompressed} 27 x 18cm. 
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