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features: 

24 Glen Coe A hundred years of climbing in the Coe 
by Rab Anderson 34 Fallen messiah Greg Child 

evaluates the evidence for and against Torno Cesen's 
claim to have climbed the south face of Lhotse in 1990 

46 Some 
interesting 

challenges in 
the Caucasus 

Jose Luis 
Bermudes 

describes six of 
the best 54 Little 
big man Claude 
Remy profiles the 
Himalayan expert 

Erhard Loretan 

Above: Marshall and Lovatt making 
history on Great Gully Buttress , 

Glencoe - see page 24. 
Front cover: Meru 's east face 

attempted in 1993 by the 
UK/South African team. 

Photograph by Paul Pritchard. 
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The new 1994 

climbing and mountaineering range 
is OUR BIGGEST AND BEST YET! 

We are offering more styles of harness, more rock boots, 

more karabiners, and more accessories than ever before 

- from lightweight equipment for the sport climber to dependable 

kit for the mountaineer. 

Our protection ranges from an HB1 to a Friend 4 - plus an expanded 

range of other nuts and camming devices from DMM, HB, 

Wild Country, and Camp. 

Field & Trek ropes and tapes are imported direct from one of Europe's leading manufacturers -

saving you money by cutting the "middle man". Plus we stock Mammut and Marlow ropes. 
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regul_ars: 

8 out there: 
The British media discover mountain 
rescue. The first winter ascent of 

Everest's south-west face. 

13 notes & records: 
Post-monsoon round-up from Nepal. 
British route on Shisha Pangma 
repeated. Standing Rock Layton 

Kor's classic tower goes free. 
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62 departments: 
Jim Perrin's Menlove reprinted. 

Poprad Slovakian film festival success. 

Wind farms threaten moorland by 

Bernard Newman. Dick Turnbull on 

cooking up a storm. Dennis Gray on 

his kit list from the 1950s. 

82 once in a lifetime: 
Philip Lloyd by Paul Pritchard. 

Top: The late Philip Lloyd 
at work on Meru 's east 
face - see page 82 for an 
appreciation of this 
talented young climber. 
Lett: Standing Rock was 
first aided in 1962. Now 
it's gone free - see page 
19 for details . 
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OUT THERE MOUNTAIN RESCUE 

Retro-bolting: The Swiss Alpine Club's 
decision to retro-bolt all non-alpine areas has 
prompted new calls to curb the gathering 
pace of bolting before it becomes a standard 
practice in all areas. The British 
Mountaineering Council must now be the only 
national representative body with a stated 
policy opposing retro-bolts and it has 
instructed its area committees to monitor 
crags and quarries in their areas for the 
appearance of new bolts on established 
routes. Publisher and former editor of 
Mountain magazine Ken Wilson demanded in 
an open letter to the BMC that 'the SAC 
deserves the most trenchant possible 
criticism for this policy in the UIAA. I believe 
the BMC should vote to empower its UIAA 
reps to make such criticism in a high profile 
manner to achieve the maximum international 
impact. This will create major diplomatic 
tensions but the task must be faced. It is high 
time some harsh words were said in the UIAA 
against bolts.' 
Wilson concludes by attacking the CAF for the 
retro-bolting of the Mont Blanc Range, adding: 
'There is now a widespread Continental view 
that it is acceptable to bolt up all rock climbs. 
This is environmental vandalism on a vast 
scale as well as a negation of all the 
challenging characteristics the sport 
traditionally holds to be of such importance.' 

Truck ban: A referendum in Switzerland in 
late February saw the Swiss people voting to 
ban foreign lorries from crossing the Alps. 
Hauliers in France, Italy and Germany 
responded by demanding their governments 
impose heavy punitive taxes on the Swiss in 
retaliation. Italian drivers reckon it will cost 
them $448 million in extra mileage. The focus 
will not switch to Austria whose transit 
agreement was up for renegotiation to put EU 
drivers on a more equal footing. The Austrian 
foreign minister said that 'It is clear just how 
sensitive environmental questions have 
become for people in Switzerland and 
Austria.' 

be ·· 
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Media Madness 
THERE CAN BE FEW sights as both impres
sive and disconcerting as the British media 
on the march. By a curious mixture of 
chance and manipulation , the spate of 
accidents in Scotland this winter took on 
an unprecedented importance for news 
rooms across the country. Every call-out, 
it seemed, was faithfully reported in the 
BBC's hourly bulletins with the grim 
increases to the year's death toll regularly 
updated. 

Quality and tabloid newspapers alike 
struggled to make sense of the issue but 
with a few honourable exceptions fell into 
the usual 'killer mountain ' rhetoric , 
condemning foolhardy climbers for putting 
rescuers at risk and costing the taxpayer 
money. To misquote Oscar Wilde, it 
seemed like tl1e unspeakable in pursuit of 
the unknowable. 

It would be foolish, however, not to 
consider the ramifications of this sudden 
interest in climbing and to at least ask the 
question whether the criticisms levelled 
at climbers are to some extent justified. 

Undoubtedly tl1e trigger for the interest 
was the 41-hour ordeal suffered by 
Jacqueline Greaves after she fell through 
a cornice in the Cairngorms and became 
separated from her two companions. The 
attractions of this story were obvious; 
plucky grandmother, fearless rescuers , 
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savage weather conditions - there was 
even a dog involved. That Mrs Greaves 
should then sell her sto1y for £40,000 to 
The Sun was considered bad form -
altllough it is unclear whether any of the 
money was actually paid to her - but, 
more alarmingly, it allowed those witllin 
the Scottish Office who have little sympa
thy with the current rescue system to join 
the attack. Wildly va1ying statistics were 
printed about numbers killed, costs of 
rescues, risks to those doing tllem and the 
reasons people have accidents, little of 
which was helpful although most reporters 
quickly worked out that introducing an 
insurance scheme would be virtually 
unfeasible, perhaps disappointing those 
in government who see an opening for 
insurance companies. This suggestion was 
most neatly scotched by Tony Jones, the 
secretary of the North Wales Mountain 
Rescue Association who was quoted in 
tile Daily Telegraph as dismissing talk of 
insurance schemes as 'tile blathering of 
the ignorant. .. all it would do is increase 
bureaucracy and make a lot of insurance 
companies very happy.' It's wortl1 bear
ing in mind that around 1.1 million Britons 
visited the wilder regions of Scotland in 
1990. That's a lot of premiums to consider. 

Journalists tllen began to examine the 
general principle of rescuing those who 
have put themselves in clanger, ranging 
from a five-line leader in 7be Sun - which 
concluded 'We can't help asking: Why do 



MOUNTAIN RESCUE 

climbers risk their necks 
- and those of the search 

parties - in winter'' - to 
more thoughtful consid

erations like that offered 
by Allan Massie in the 
Daily Telegraph who 
suggested: 'For the 
adventurous, an element 
of risk is part of the 
attraction. Such people 
find freedom and exhil
aration in the mountains, 
and it would be wrong 

to deny them that. ' 
Leaving aside the 

unusual experience of 

seeing how others see 
us, it was interesting to 
watch how long it would 
take for the media to 
twig that mountains are 
dangerous places, acci
dents will always 
happen and that is all 
that need be said. 

Great Bores Of Today. 

•· ... I can ' t understand why people go in the first place espcciaJly if they haven 't 
got the proper training for it I mean just 'cause you've got the equipment doesn't 
mean you can survive the sub-arctic temperatures with the chill factor of anything 
up to minus you know forty or wh.itever and it can be clear blue sky one minute 
and the ne:<t it can be like a blizzard no wonder people get into trouble and the cost 
of the rescue is astronomical they are undermanned apparently and most of them 
are volunteers and these people are put at risk by the thoughtlessness of some idiots 
who for no particularly good reason decide they want 10 be mountaineers if you 
look at Switzerland you have to have a certificate to go climbing it 's a dangerous 
sport and I think you should definitely pay for the rescuers not just sell your story 
to lhe tabloids that woman the other day got 40 grand apparently it's disgusting 
don't forget I've got Middlemarch on tape we can watch it this evening that yellow 
fish is dead ... " 

Behind the sobering 
headlines of each faith-
fully reported disaster was the real sto1y 

struggling to get out. Climbers are human. 
They get on routes that aren't in perfect 
condition because they want to get some
thing done and, for the same reason, go 
out in marginal weather conditions. They 
get benighted and make navigational 
errors. They trip over their crampons or 
put their axes away too soon. They under
estimate avalanche risks or overestimate 

their own ability. They are too blase on 
easy ground - whatever. None of us is 
perfect and eve1y climber who read the 
reports will acknowledge that there but 
for the grace of God goes any one of us. 

That is not to say that there aren't 
lessons to be learned. While much of the 
media's attention offered more heat than 
light, it did throw some interesting facts 
and provoke some practical measures too. 
The Government gave £2 ,500 to the 
Mountain Rescue Committee of Scotland -
at its request - to analyse the data behind 

each accident, a move welcomed by the 
committee 's training officer Andy 
Anderson, if for no other reason than it 
will obviously show that on a pro rata 
basis the number of fatalities is actually 
declining. In 1986 tl1ere were 28 recorded 
climbing and hill-walking deaths, a figure 
that is unlikely to be surpassed this year, 

Cartoon from Private Eye, 25/2/94 

despite the doleful tones of the BBC. 
There are certain ly more accidents 

tl10ugh, and the two retiring MRT leaders 
Hamish Madnnes of tl1e Glen Coe team 
and Donald Watt of Lochaber will reflect 
that they have seen the best of it. Sheer 
weight of numbers will require a rethink 
of rescue services in the next ten years 
even if the Government doesn't. Many 
insiders predict privatisation w ill happen. 

As with most things, the answer lies in 
part at least with improvements in educa
tion. There are people on the hill w ith 

insufficient knowledge of how to use their 
gear, or how to navigate. And for those 
more experienced climbers , regular 
reminders can do no harm. (More than 
one expert alpinist got lost this winter 
coming down off routes witl1, fortunately, 
unnecessarily lengthy walks out the only 
consequence.) 

What type of education this should be 

is, of course, anotl1er matter, and one that 
will cause some controversy. Individual 
judgement should never be replaced by 

prescription because that is ultimately just 
as dangerous - as well as an infringement 
on an individual's rights. 
Ed Douglas 
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China peaks: A number of mountains have 
recently been made available to climbers by 
the Chinese Mountaineering Association. 
They include: Lhotse (8516m) , Makalu 
(8463m), Chomolonzo (7790m) , Puma Rize or 
Pumori (7170m), Li Xin or Nyanang Ri 
(7071 m) , Tashe Tseringmaor Gauri Sankar 
(7134m), Khadhaphu or Khartaphu (7227m), 
Si Guang (7308m), Qiao Geru or Menlungtse 
West (7021 m), Chowusha or North Peak of 
Juewxia (7022m), Balung (7013m), Namtsori 
or Namucuoli (6536m), Xian Dong (7018m), 
Zhuonabusang or Donakposang (6587m) all 
of which are in the Tingri region, 
Nobugangri(7095m) in the Tsongba, 
Nadhangri or Langtang Ri (7205m) in the 
Nyalam, Lhadhajopho (6112m) and 
Shiemakuo (6140m) in the Nimu, Luzi 
(6154m) or Luktse and Qizi (6206m) or Khitsi 
in the Damshang region , Lakuekangri (6457m) 
or Lhagoi Kangri in the Lhatse, Xiakangjian 
(6822m) in the Tsoqin and Samdinggangsar 
(6590m) in Nagqu. Peak fees remain 
unchanged but prices for services with China 
and Tibet have risen sharply of late. 

Mobile times: Scottish guide Alan Kimber 
was sitting at home one evening eating a well
earned dinner when he got a message from a 
friend to call a mobile telephone number. 
Kimber, who is the author of the Cicerone 
selected climbs guidebook to Ben Nevis and 
Glen Coe, dialled the number, was connected 
to an acquaintance who was at Tower Gag on 
Tower ridge and wondering what to do next. 
Alan was happy to oblige since he knew the 
pair and gave them instructions. They called 
back an hour later for the bearing off the top 
and then again from the halfway lochan to tell 
him they were down. Kimber sees no problem 
with responsible use of mobile phones on the 
hill although he cites one case when a group 
of walkers used one to call out the rescue 
when their headtorch failed on the tourist path 
and were told, when their position was known, 
to put one loot in front of the other until they 
made it down. 

Errata: In MoRe 5, we failed to point out that 
Lynn Hill's partner on her successful attempt 
to free the Nose was Brooke Sandahl. In 
MoRe 6, late design changes spoiled the 
Greenland news article with a misplaced 
caption and the end of the article being 
missed. We will reprint parts of this section in 
a tutu re issue. 

Dore Green: The German climber Malte 
Roeper is trying to get in touch with Green, 
who shared a rather uncomfortable time in the 
Drus couloir with Malte in February 1990. 
Roeper can be reached at Liedenmattenstr. 
28, 79117 Freiburg i. Br. , Germany, tel 
0761 /66476. 



OUT THERE EVEREST SOUTH-WEST FACE 

Aggravated trespass: There is increasing 
concern in the outdoor world in the UK that an 
amendment to the Criminal Justice and Public 
Order Bill will present a significant legal threat 
to access in the British hills. The amendment 
will for the first time establish trespass as a 
criminal offence and in some circumstances 
lead to the arrest of climbers and walkers. The 
Home Office has stated that the amendment is 
aimed at dealing with protesters - for example 
those opposing the M3 Twyford Down 
extension - and so-called new age travellers 
as well as hunt saboteurs. However, under the 
phrasing of Clause 52, any person who goes 
onto land without permission and tries to 
interfere with a lawful activity would be 
considered as a criminal and if the police 
suspect that such a trespass is likely to take 
place can arrest the individuals concerned 
without warrant. Another clause would outlaw 
mass trespasses like that staged in 1932 at 
Kinder or the successful campaign at Range 
West in more recent years and Clause 55 
gives the police the right to arrest people they 
think are on the way to such a gathering. 
The British Mountaineering Council which had 
previously remained relatively sanguine about 
the provisions of the bill has now revised that 
opinion. In a recent statement, Access and 
Conservation officer Jeremy Barlow said: 'The 
Government has claimed that the offence of 
'aggravated trespass' is aimed mainly at hunt 
saboteurs. However the wording of the bill is 
inconsistent and someone out for a quiet walk 
could quite possibly be committing a criminal 
offence by scaring birds shortly before a 
grouse shoot, even though that was not their 
purpose for being there. It would be a tragedy 
if we allowed this bill to become law in its 
current form after the sacrifices of the original 
trespassers. We shall be doing everything in 

our power in the next few weeks to ensure that 
the law cannot be used to limit the hard-won 
freedoms of climbers and walkers'. 
One of the hardest workers to this end is 
Benny Rothman, co-organiser of the 1932 
Kinder trespass, who recently unveiled a 
plaque in New Mills police station where he 
was detained 62 years ago prior to trial and 
imprisonment. The ironies of the current 
situation are too obvious for comfort. 

Ja~anese Success 
The big news from the Nepalese winter 
season is the first winter ascent of the 
south-west face of Everest, as Liz Hawley 
reports. 

THE SOUTH-WEST FACE of Everest, seldom 
attempted and rarely climbed, was 
climbed at the end of December by an 
eight-strong team of highly experienced 
Japanese aided by a large group of strong 
Sherpas. 

The expedition was well financed by a 
sports publishing house and abundantly 
equipped. 

Led by the 47-year-old Kuniaki 
Yagihara - who remained at base camp 
throughout the climb to comply with the 
seven-man limit imposed by the Nepalese 
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government - other members included 
deputy leader Yoshio Ogata and climbing 
leader Hideji Nazuka. They carefully 
planned their effort, which actually began 
last autumn with the ascent by all seven 
Everest climbing members with Yagihara, 
five other Japanese and five of their 
Sherpas of Cho Oyu. This gave them 
good acclimatisation although they used 
oxygen to the summit to prevent any 
danger of frostbite. They then spent three 
weeks resting in Kathmandu and south
ern Nepal before returning to the moun
tains. 

When the Everest climbers arrived at 
base camp on November 21st, two of 
their Cho Oyu teammates had already 
established the camp and supervised the 
arrival of their thirteen tons of food, tents 
and clothing for the fifty people who 
would be staying there - the seven 



Japanese climbers , their leader and 
doctor, 28 high-altitude Sherpas, two 
head Sherpas and three cooks , five 
kitchen helpers and three mail runners. 

Their equipment included a special 
light platform for their highest camp, 
6,000 metres of rope for fixing the route 
and 96 bottles of oxygen of which 65 
were actually used. 

The line taken was that first climbed 
by Chris Bonington's expedition of 1975 
and previously attempted by the Japanese 
in the winter of 1991-2 when high winds 
prevented success. 

The official first day of the winter 
season is December 1st, but by the end 
of November the expedition's Sherpas 
had made a route through the Khumbu 
Icefall and carried loads to the top where 
ABC was established. 

Meanwhile the climbers climbed 
Pokalde (5806m) to keep themselves in 
trim and on December 1st moved up 
through the Icefall. 

Winter sees little snowfall and the 
Japanese experienced only one day when 
snow fell continuously but on the face 
itself they suffered bad rock fall due to 
the high winds loosening stones and a 
number of the team suffered smashed 
goggles and headtorches although none 
were injured. 

The chief difficulties faced were the 
wind and the cold with temperatures of 
-36°C experienced at Camp 4 (8350m) 
and on the summit around -45°C. The 
winds were especially fierce above the 
south summit, blowing snow off the ridge 
and obscuring Makalu to the east. 

Three pairs of Japanese reached the 
summit. Between Camp 2 at 6,500 metres 
near the bottom of the face and the south 
summit they had fixed the route with 
3,635 metres of rope. 

The successful summiteers on 
December 18th , 20th and 22nd of 
December were Hideji Nazuka and 
Fumiaki Goto , Osamu Tanabe and 
Sinsuke Exuka, and Yoshio Ogata and 
Ryushi Hoshino. The seventh member 
developed chest pains at Camp 4 and 
was forced to abandon the climb. 

With the use of bottled oxygen for 
climbing and for sleeping at their two 
highest camps, the Japanese suffered no 
real serious damage from frostbite. 

'We could not climb Everest in winter 
without oxygen and not lose all our 
fingers and toes,' Yogihara said . 

EVEREST SO UTH - WEST FACE 

Ogata added that the face was easier to 
climb in winter, at least in technical terms. 
The two men attributed their success to 
four factors. They had made a proper, 
complete Camp 4 at 8,350 metres, they 
were in good health and were well accli
matised from their Cho Oyu and Pokalde 
climbs. They knew the route from their 
previous attempt and they were under 
considerable psychological pressure to 
succeed this time. 

'Now I can go back to Japan,' said 
Yagihara, stressing the word 'now'. 
Clearly, another important factor was 
generous financing. 

Elsewhere in the Nepalese Himalaya 
this winter, climbers were not so lucky. A 
group of four Spaniards and two Swiss 
arrived at Cho Oyu base camp nearly two 
weeks after the Japanese had left their's. 
The Swiss co-leaders Jean-Luc Beausire 
and Juan-Carlos Piedra had obtained a 
climbing permit and wanted others to 
share the $8,000 peak fee and other costs. 
After advertising for compa nions, two 
Spaniards, Juanjo Garra and Joaquim Tell 
joined and another Spaniard, who knew 
the Swiss pair's trekking agent also joined 
with his friend Albert Cucurull. Garra and 
Tell were strangers to each other and the 
others'and the Swiss knew none of the 
Spanish. 

Tel l quickly dropped out, and two 
teams of the Swiss and remaining Spanish 
tackled Cho Oyu 's normal route alp ine 
style. Setting off on January 19th, the 
Swiss pair were last seen by the Spanish 
at 6,700 metres and their footprints disap
peared just below the first summit, an 
hour or so before the main summit. There 
was no indication as to whether the pair 
had made the summit or how they had 
perished. 

One body in its red down suit lying 
with one arm outstretched was seen on 
the 25th, two hundred yards or so in a 
dangerous area which the Spanish 
couldn't reach. The Swiss pair's bivouac 
tent, sleeping bags and all other equip
ment was found at an altitude of only 
7,000 metres which the Spaniards could 
not understand. It was the Swiss pair's 
first Himalayan expedition and was being 
used in preparation for an attempt on K2 
in 1995. 

Two of the Spaniards, Magrina and 
Garra pressed on for the summit, reach
ing the top on January 26th although 
Garra suffered frostbitten fingers . ■ 
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Accident study: Belford Hospital in Fort 
William, known to those unfortunate people 
who spend time there through climbing 
accidents in the Lochaber area, has started a 
study of cl imbing, walking and skiing 
accidents. The study has already covered 
172 individuals since it was set up at the 
beginning of 1994. More than a hundred had 
ski-ing injuries while 27 were climbers and 35 
walkers. Most were discharged but sixteen 
were kept in and eight were transferred to 
other hospitals for specialist treatment. 
Consultant surgeon David Sedgwick who is a 
keen skier and climber said that a range of 
factors would be looked at including age, 
place of residence and employment as well 
as details about the accident. The study will 
show the amount of work the hospital gives 
over to such injuries and what common 
factors there are as a method of preventing 
them in the future . 

French successes: February proved a good 
month for top French climbers. On the 3rd 
Jibe Tribou! climbed a new 8c+/9a at Volx. 
Called Le Super Plafond , the grade is more 
of an opening gambit than a fixed certainty. 
Twenty-two moves long , the route 
amalgamates parts of other routes starting up 
Plafond and finishing up Terminator. 
Meanwhile, on the left bank of the Argentiere 
Glacier, Jean-Chri Lataille and Jean-Franc;;ois 
Hagenmuller put up - on the 4th - Nuit 
Blanches, a 120-metre Grade 7, an 
altogether riskier proposition and one that 
begs the question why great risks are taken 
on ice climbs but not on rock. 

Book auction hit: The sale of Louis 
Baume's collection at Bloomsbury Book 
Auctions in late February proved a great 
success with over 99 percent of lots selling 
and the total value sold in excess of 
£200,000. The strength of prices was helped 
by a number of new dealers looking to 
expand but even allowing for this it is clear 
that the growth in value of mountaineering 
books is stronger than was thought. For 
instance, a large paper copy of Douglas 
Freshfield's The Exploration of the Caucasus 
sold for £2,200 against an estimate of only 
£825 and the New Game of the Ascent of 
Mont Blanc from 1956 - what the old one 
was we don't know - made £2,420 against 
an estimate of £120-£180. 

Antarctic trip: Roger Mear and Doug Scott 
are organising a trip to the Antarctic to climb 
Mt Vinson in November and are looking for 
clients to pay $20,000 to join them. There 
may also be a chance to climb Mt Epperley 
as well. Details from Doug at Chapel House, 
Low Cotehill , Near Carlisle, Cumbria, CA4 
0EL, or telephone 0228 562358. 
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Attention shifted away.fiwn 
Everest last autumn with the 
new increase in peak.fees 
proving too much for more 
than one party, as Liz 
Hawley reports. 

LAST SPRING , fifteen teams 
crowded onto Mount Everest 
from the Nepalese side and 
completely dominated the 
season 's climbing scene in 
Nepal, accounting for half of 
all the expeditions in the 
country. This autumn provided 
a sharp contrast with only 
three teams on Everest from 
Nepal while 54 more arrived 
to attempt 21 other peaks. As 
a Nepalese tourism minisny 
official observed, the five-fold 
increase in royalty charged to 
each Everest expedition which 
went into effect from this 
season, has begun to bite. He 
cited three teams from western 
Europe who cancelled their 
plans when the basic fee rose 
to US$50,000 for teams of one 
to five members starting from 
September 1st. 

All three Everest teams in 
Nepal succeeded in sending 
climbers to the top of the 
world. Indeed, one team was 
punished by the Nepalese 
authorities for being entirely 
too successful and sending too 
many members to the summit. 
Under the new rules not only 
did the peak fee go up, but 
also the total number of 
foreign members permitted to 
be on each team went down, 
with a maximum of just seven 
allowed. But the too-success
ful expedition, organised by 
Himalayan Kingdoms, actually 
sent nine members to the top 
of the world on the standard 
route. 

Several teams on other 
Nepalese mountains had ambi
tious plans to climb new 
routes or otherwise add to 
climbing history, but unfortu
nately none succeeded. The 
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well known Swiss pair, Erhard 
Loretan and Jean Troillet, set 
out for Kangchenjunga to 

climb its south-west ridge to 
the south summit and then, if 
conditions were right, to make 
a two-man traverse northwards 
on the very long, very high 
ridge to the main summit. 

The south-west ridge had 
not yet been scaled in its 
entirety, and only very large 
expeditions from Japan and 
the Soviet Union have ever 
made grand traverses of 
Kangchenjunga. Two days 
after they arrived at base camp 
in early September, both fell 
sick; Loretan became espe
cially ill , and by the time they 
were finally fit to do some 
serious climbing a month later, 
snow conditions were too 
dangerous, and they aban
doned their efforts. 

The first ascent of the 
extremely steep east face of 
Kangchenjunga 's neighbour, 
Jannu, has been a Slovene 
project since 1991, and this 
autumn's three-man party 
were the fourth Slovene group 
to plan its conquest. Two 
members, Dusan Debelak and 
Tomaz Zerovnik, reached 
6,800 metres before stonefall 
forced them back. The 7,468-
metre east summit of Jannu 
remains unclimbed. 

Another small Slovenian 
team, climbing like those on 
Jannu without Sherpas to help 
them, tried a new line up the 
formidable south face of 
Annapurna I without the use 
of supplementary oxygen. But 
they also got no higher than 
6,800 metres and were also 
defeated by stonefall. They 
abandoned their attempt alto
gether after one member, 
Slavko Sveticic, while climbing 
on the face alone, was struck 
at about 6,000 metres by a 
stone avalanche, fell 500 
metres down the face and was 
rendered unconscious for an 
hour and a half. His neck was 
broken in one place, although 

he could function normally 
except for moving his neck. 
He climbed down to base 
camp with two members help
ing him from where he had 
ended his fall. 'The very diffi
cult part,' he said 'I flew 
clown.' 

The Swiss have no plans to 
return to Kangchenjunga , and 
the Slovenes who were on 
Jannu think enough attempts 
have been made of that 
dangerous face. But Sveticic 
wants to go back and ny the 
Annapurna I face again this 
year. 

On Makalu (8463111), 
another historic climb was 
attempted - the first ascent of 
any 8,000-metre peak by a 
blind person. Guy Gerard, a 
48-year-olcl French postal 
worker who has been totally 
blind since the age of 30, was 
the central figure of a team of 
ten others, including his wife 
and six professional mountain 
guides. He was at times a fast 
climber on snow and 
succeeded in reaching an alti
tude of 7,200 metres with 
expedition leader Jean 
Couclray, a noted Chamonix 
mountaineer. He was disap
pointed not to have gone 
higher but enjoyed his experi
ence and expects to return to 
the Himalaya, although 
perhaps next time not to such 
a high mountain. 

On Everest, an experienced 
American Himalayan climber, 
Ed Viesturs, who had already 
summitted Everest with teams 
in 1990 and 1991, made a 
persistent attempt to make a 
solo ascent by any one of 
several routes on the north 
side, but the highest he could 
reach was 7,800 metres before 
fierce winds defeated him. 
Another American, Robert 
Anderson, who lives in New 
Zealand, made a push for the 
summit by himself on the 
north face from his small 
team's second high camp at 
6,520 meters, but he was 
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climbing in summer conditions 
and was stopped by ve1y deep 
snow at an altitude he esti
mates at 8,400 metres. It was 
his fourth unsuccessful bid to 

summit Everest. 
A pair of other veteran 

American climbers, Jim 
Wickwire and John Roskelley, 
who also climbed in the 
summer, gave up an attempt 
to make their own way up the 
north side after they had 
gotten no higher than the 
North Col at 7,000 metres in 
early September because of 
'horrendous' snow conditions 
threatening great slab 
avalanches. 

Others who failed to gain 
Everest's summit in the 
autumn included a Briton with 
two artificial legs, Norman 
Croucher, who took several 
spare sets of limbs with him 
but got no higher than 7,600 
meters. The well-known 
British actor, Brian Blessed, 
reached 8,400 metres without 
the help of any bottled 
oxygen. 

Still, 33 people were 
successful on Everest. Notable 
among the summiteers on the 
overly successful expedition 
was Ramon Blanco, a 60-year
olcl Spaniard, long-term resi
dent of Caracas, Venezuela, 
who on October 7th set a new 
record for the oldest person 
ever to stand atop Everest. He 
is five years older than the 
previous record-holder, an 
American, Dick Bass, was on 
his own summit day in April, 
1985 

Blanco had a brush with 
death during his descent, 
when his supply of oxygen 
ran out as he was coming 
down the Hilla1y Step, not far 
below the summit. He passed 
out, and was saved by a 
Basque team, who supplied 
him with some of their oxygen 
- and while reviving him 
deprived one of their own 
members from making use of 
it. Blanco was helped to his 
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expedition's highest camp climbers had not confined those involved in the original tissue for NASA's trip one day 
after nightfall, and he themselves to their permitted decision. to Mars, died of acute altitude z 

managed to descend the rest peak but had 'climbed Everest Altogether 27 people sickness which struck him ~ 
0 
::, 

of the mountain safely, but without permission,' they had successfully scaled Everest when he was at advance base z 
[;: 

eight days later, down in a thereby violated the law from Nepal's southern side last camp at an altitude of only .,: 
::, 

comfortable hotel in governing mountaineering, autumn. The other eleven not about 6,400 metres. He was 
Kathmandu, he was still a and 'any expedition who does in Bell's group were five Karl Henize, a one-time astro-
rather tired man. such an act is subject to Frenchmen with four Sherpas naut, aged 66, surely the 

As already mentioned, punishment.' The punishment from a military expedition led oldest person to die on 
Everest teams in Nepal now meted out to Himalayan by Alain Esteve, who also Everest. 
should have no more than Kingdom's expedition was a used the standard climbing Other mountains with 
seven foreign members, but fine of $100,000 which was route, and the leader of the numerous teams climbing 
Bell's commercial, guided calculated by doubling the Spanish Basque team, Juanita them this autumn were the 
expedition, actually had four- basic fee , as the rules provide. Oiarzabal, and one of his popular lower neighbour of 
teen foreign members - eleven Himalayan Kingdoms is Sherpas, on the less frequently Everest, Arna Dablam and the 
clients plus three guides, as appealing the severity of this climbed south pillar. From the most frequently climbed 8,000-
well as fourteen high-altitude fine on the grounds of what Tibetan side just two of the metre peak of Nepal besides 
climbing Sherpas and the Bell describes as an 'enormous nine teams who were there in Everest, Cho Oyu. Ten teams 
unusually large total of 59 misunderstanding' between September and October went to Arna Dablam, nine of 
bottles of artificial oxygen, for himself and the officials in managed to send men to the them to the standard south-
all of which supplies and August. top. One member of a South west ridge, and there were the 
services each client paid He continues to claim that Korean expedition with a usual problems of coordinat-
$32,000. they had agreed to the terms Sherpa in the first ascent of ing climbers movements on 

Bell, one of the guides as mentioned above, but he now the season October 6th, and a the narrow ridge with little 
well as leader, thought he had realises that they actually did few days later four climbers space for pitching tents. 
found a way to make it possi- not have the authority to make from another British-organised Somehow they managed, and 
ble to take fourteen members such a commitment: He also commercial group, all of them all the normal-route teams sent 
to Everest at a reasonable coi;t feels that when the royalty by the classical north face members to the top, with one 
He divided them into two was raised to such a very high route. They achieved the first Swiss, Aldo Verazoli, achieving 
teams with one holding a figure , and the maximum ascents of the mountain via a rare solo ascent. 
permit for the standard soutl1- number of members was this route in any autumn By the end of this autumn, a 
east ridge route up Everest for simultaneously fixed rather season. total of 400 people have 
a fee of $70,000 and the other low, the authorities should At the end of this autumn, claimed success - although 
allowed to scale Lhotse for just have at the same time reduced the total number of people some of them may have actu-
$9,600. He says he understood the severity of the fine that who have reached the summit ally stopped at a slightly lower 
from middle-level officials in could be levied against viola- of Everest since 1953 stands at summit than its highest point. 
the tourism ministry, which tors of the rules. He points out 519. Many of these people Thirty-nine of these 400 made 
regulates mountaineering in that at no time did his team have been to the top more their ascent this season, and 
Nepal, before he left attempt to hide the truth from than once - this autumn alone, all but four were on the stan-
Kathmandu for the climb that the ministry, and he is ten Sherpas amongst tl1e 33 dard route, known as the 
it would be all right for those prepared to pay $10,000 for summiteers were repeaters - Tichy route after the Austrian, 
on the Lhotse membership list each of the four successful so the total of individual Herbert Tichy, who made the 
to go to the summit of Everest climbers from the Lhotse list, ascents is now 608. first ascent of the mountain in 
provided he paid an extra fee or even $50,000 for another There is no restriction on 

Right: The south lace of 
of $10,000 for each such Everest fee, but he pleads that the number of members an Panwal i □war (6663m) on 
climber afterwards. the sum of $100,000 'will have expedition may have while the southern edge of the 

Four of his Lhotse team disastrous consequences' for climbing with permits from the Nanda Devi sanctuary - but 
members, and five on the the finances of Himalayan Chinese and Tibetan authori- approached from the 
Everest permit including Bell Kingdoms. His appeal is ties. The north side British-led Pindari Valley - taken from 
himself and Blanco, plus supported by the British party organised by Out There the slopes of Bauljuri 
seven Sherpas, reached the embassy here, who speak of Trekking, consisted of nine- (5922m) .. The south-east 

top on October 7th and 9th. 'mitigating circumstances' that teen climbing members, four ridge bounds the main 

The tourism officials deny that should be taken into account. Sherpas and a research team snow lace on the right and 

they had agreed to let anyone However, for the punishment of four foreigners. A member was climbed for the th ird 
lime by a British team 

from Bell's Lhotse membership to be changed after it has of the research party, a man comprising Martin Moran, 
list go to Everest's summit, and been approved by the Cabinet from the American space George Healey and Winky 
on November 7th, an official and publicly announced might agency, NASA, whose mission O'Neale in the autumn of 
public announcement from the mean considerable loss of face was to study the effects of 1993. It was the first 
ministry stated that since four - and perhaps of jobs - for solar radiation on human alp ine-style ascent. 
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October 1954. The four who 
did not follow the Tichy route 
were members of a team led 
by the noted Polish moun
taineer, Krzysztof Wielicki, and 
they forged a new line on the 
west ridge. The many summi
teers belonged to ten of the 
fifteen teams on the mountain, 
eight of whom had permits 
from the Tibetan authorities 
while the other seven crossed 
the border from Nepal without 
permission. 

Several teams with Tibetan 
permits had earlier obtained 
Nepalese permission and 
planned to cross the border 
illegally themselves, but after 
they had heard about Tibetan 
security men last spring 
demanding money from 
climbers who had come across 
from Nepal, they cancelled 
their Nepalese permits and got 
Tibetan ones. They need not 
have bothered to change 
permits. None of the autumn 
parties from Nepal encoun
tered any police or army, and 
they were able to cross the 
border at will. Indeed one 
small European party did not 
trouble to obtain climbing 
permission from anyone; they 
simply went trekking, crossed 
the border, quickly climbed 
the mountain and came back 
to Nepal again in a nine day 
journey from the Nepalese 
village of Thami to the summit 
of Cho Oyu and back to 
Thami. 

They had very recently done 
a more leisurely unauthorised 
ascent of Shisha Pangma and 
were already well acclimatised 
to high altitudes. There was 
also a report of a Korean and 
two Sherpas similarly arriving 
on Cho Oyu from Nepal with
out authorisation, and of the 
Korean and one of his Sherpas 
climbing very high, possibly 
all the way to the summit. 

The number of climbers 
who died during the autumn 
was very small - only two on 
Everest, three on two other 

Above left: Chantal Mauduit who climbed Shisha Pangma and Cho 
Oyu this autumn. Above: Galen Rowell - see Maqen Kangri. 

8,000ers, Dhaulagiri I and 
Manaslu, and one on Pumori. 
But any death is tragic, and 
the one on Dhaulagiri I was 
especially so since the man 
who died was the well-known , 
well-liked 40 -year-old profes
sional mountain guide from 
New Zealand, Gary Ball. 

Ball was stricken in early 
October with an acute form of 
altitude sickness known as 
pulmonary oedema. His team 
of just three foreigners, with 
no Sherpa climbers or supply 
of oxygen, had arrived at 
Dhaulagiri I base camp after 
other teams but had kept 
mostly to themselves. 

He developed symptoms of 
serious altitude sickness one 
evening in a high camp, but 
the leader of his group, his 
close friend and business part
ner, Rob Hall , decided it 
would be too dangerous for 
them to try to descend that 
night, even though other 
climbers had fixed rope along 
the route, and Ball was kept at 
7,350 metres until daybreak, 
then helped to move down. 

Other expeditions gave 
what assistance they could the 
next day, supplying some 
manpower and bottled 
oxygen, but by then it was too 
late, and Ball died in the next 
lower camp that afternoon. 
His body lies in a crevasse on 
the mountainside. 

CHINA 

Chomolonzo 
Only previously climbed once 
at least, legally, by Lionel 
Terray and Jean Cichy in 1954, 
Chomolonzo (7790m) was 
attempted last autumn by a 
nine-member Japanese team 
led by Mitsumasa Ushikubo. 
Using a base close to the 1921 
Everest expedition's camp at 
Pathang Ringmo on the 
Kangshung Glacier, two camps 
were established on the 
approach to the north-west 
face and a third at 6,200 
metres on the ice spur that 
leads through serac bands to 
the upper glacier. The fourth 
camp was placed just below 
the ridge connecting 
Chomolonzo and Makalu II at 
6,950 metres and on October 
24th , four climbers left here 
for a second summit bid. Two 
were successful, Katsumasa 
Takahashi and Hiroaki 
Takeishi. 

Shisha Pangma 
There were seven expeditions 
operating on this peak with a 
number coming direct from 
Cho Oyu, a regular plan these 
clays since the distance 
between bases is short and 
acclimatisation is too useful to 
waste. Keith Brown and Jan 
Harris reached the summit of 
Cho Oyu on September 20th 
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and the central summit of 
Shisha Pangma on October 
8th. On the latter, a four-man 
Slovenian team were attempt
ing to ski from the main 
summit but after reaching the 
central summit at 8,008 metres 
- a favoured 'top' for many as 
the ridge to the main summit 
at 8,027 metres is often 
corniced - they were forced 
down to around 7,500 metres 
before donning their skis. 

The Spanish climbers Oscar 
Cacliach and Manuel de la 
Matta and Frenchwoman 
Chantal Maucluit repeated the 
1982 British route on the south 
face, reaching the summit on 
October 4th. The round trip 
took five days and they 
reversed the line to descend. 
Jean-Christophe Lafaille, fresh 
from climbing Cho Oyu, 
arrived soon after to repeat the 
achievement solo but failed. 
De la Matta and Mauduit then 
climbed Cho Oyu by the 
normal route. Mauduit was 
recently made a member of 
the Groupe de Haute 
Montagne in recognition for 
her achievements and her 
status as France's leading 
female high-altitude climber. 

Crown Peak 
A Japanese expedition led by 
Kazuo Tokushima and 
comprising fourteen members 
made the first ascent of Crown 
Peak (7295m), which lies 25 
kilometres north-west of K2. 
Named by Eric Shipton in 
1937, it is known to the 
Chinese as Huang Guan Shan 
and had previously seen off 
other Japanese and one British 
expedition in 1987. The expe
dition concentrated on the east 
face direct and the summit 
was first reached on July 22nd 
by Tokushima, Akihito 
Yamaski and Yasuyuki 
Aritomi. 

Kok Sel 
This previously unnamed peak 
- Kok Se! is the glacier it 
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stands above - is in the 
Kongur group and was 
climbed by a seventeen
member Japanese team who 
placed three camps on the 
mountain. The summit was 
reached in mid August by 
Hisashi Furuichi and 
Toshikazu Satoh and three 
others. 

Mustagh Ata 
All eleven members of a 
Himalayan Association of 
Japan team reached the 
summit of Mustagh Ara 
(7546m) by the normal route 
from the south. This techni
cally easy route has been 
ascended on ski and is an 
increasingly popular destina
tion for commercial expedi
tions. 

Maqen Kangri 
A Japanese team led by 
Masahiro Saegusa made an 
ascent of this 6,282-metre 
peak in the Anyemaquen 
massif. It was first climbed in 
1981 by the north-east ridge 
by an American expedition 
including Galen Rowell and 
Kim Schmitz, although a 
Japanese team could now be 
credited with an ascent a few 
weeks earlier than the 
Americans but from the south 
- a claim which had been 
discounted until a German 
team led by Sigi Hupfauer 
repeated the Japanese route 
last year and considered it 
quite likely that the team did 
top out. 

Anye Maqen Ill 
A Japanese expedition from 
Totorri University made the 
first ascent of this 6,090-metre 
peak using siege tactics with 
two camps. The summit was 
reached on August 12th by 
Takashi Egawa and seven 
others. 

Left: Standing Rock in 
Canyonlands, first climbed 
in 1962 by Kor, Komito and 
Ingalls and now free. 

UNIJIO SIAHS 
Castle Valley 
Perhaps the most noteworthy 
news filtering out of Castle 
Valley this winter was the first 
ascent of a new route on the 
north face of Castleton Tower, 
The Sun, The Moon, The Stars 
(IV/ 5.ll/ A3+), by Jim Beyer 
and Pat Mclnerny. Started in 
October, the five-pitch climb 
was completed in November 
1993, and has only four bolts 
in its entirety. Two of the bolts 
were for a belay. 

The first pitch follows a 5.11 
finger crack, right of the origi
nal aid crack start of the regu
lar north face route, which is 
right of the start used today. 
This pitch had been climbed 
previously. A short second 
lead joins the regular north 
face route above the top of its 
first pitch. Then, the third lead 
launches off into completely 
virgin land, following a verti
cal seam, jaunting right on a 
horizontal seam, them contin
uing up another vertical seam. 
Beyer reports mostly A5 Bird 
Beaks for the A3+ lead. Atop 
the third, the route follows a 
5.llb finger crack, which 
meets the corner of the north 
and west faces. Then a 5.10d 
offwidth to a roof on the 
corner. After the roof, the 
route is 5.8 to the top. Beyer, 
whose big wall solo climbing 
has gained him tremendous 
experience from the Fisher 
Towers to Yosemite said he 
was excited to do a new route 
that is mostly free. 

Canyonlands 
Of course, the big news in 
Canyonlands this fall was 
Keith Reynolds ' and Walt 
Shipley's free ascent of 
Standing Rock in Monument 
Basin. And, although records 
are sketchy, it is also likely the 
first clean ascent of the classic 
Layton Kor tower. 

Reynolds, who had climbed 
the tower previously, coaxed 
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an unbelieving Shipley up the 
route on October 26th, leading 
the crux pitch all free at 5.1 lc, 

for the 40th ascent overall of 
the tower. 

'That was one of the more 
fun experiences I've had in a 
while,' said Shipley. 'It was 
Keith 's idea. He had done it 
earlier this spring and was 
really pysched on trying to 
free climb it. When I got there 
I looked at it and said, "This 
isn't going to go free, there 's 
no way! '" 

Reynolds led the first 150-
foot pitch at 5.10+, then 
Shipley lead the second at 
5.10+/ 5.11-. Portions of those 
pitches have been climbed 
free previously. Reynolds then 
lead the third pitch, taking a 
fall fifteen feet off the belay, 
when a handhold broke. He 
lowered back to the stance, 
and tried again, redpointing 
the lead on his second try. 

'It's a short little section. It's 
probably only 50 feet. Keith 
thought llc, it's probably 11 + ,' 

Above: Jell Singer on the 
first pitch of Chip Tower -
see over for picture and 
Canyonlands for details. 

said Shipley. 
Shipley points out that the 

climbing is up face features 
and not the crack used for aid 
ascents. Also, the entire route 
was done clean , but used 
fixed gear already in place. 

'There's all kind of bolts and 
fixed pins. The rock was 
amazingly solid,' said Shipley. 
'I think it's pretty cleaned up 
from all the aid ascents. ' 

First climbed in 1962, by 
Layton Kor, Huntley Ingalls 
and Steve Komito at A4, 
Standing Rock is considered 
one of the all-time classic 
desert towers. In recent years , 
a great deal of speculation has 
centred around a free ascent. 

Also worth noting was the 
32nd ascent of Standing Rock 
by a new route, a couple of 
years ago. The route Easter 
Bunny (IV / 5.8/ A4), was 
climbed by Barry Mclane and 
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Simon Peck. It lies on the east 
face and is three pitches. 

In October, Jeff Widen and 
Jeff Singer climbed Chip, at 
240 feet high, one of a pair of 
previously unattemptecl towers 
on the White Rim near Moab. 
Their route, Stuffin Nuts 
(III/ 5.9/ A2/ 3), takes a promi
nent line on the south face. 
The nearby tower Dale is 
unclimbed at present. 

Cirque of the Climbables 
The Kane Springs Road has 
become a major climbing area 
in recent years, with new 
towers and walls being clone 
on a regular basis. The most 
impressive area is probably 
the Cirque of the Climbables, a 
series of huge sandstone cliffs 
a few miles down Kane 
Springs Road. 

Noteworthy are Deep 
Voodoo, (III/ 5.7/ A3) by Charlie 
Fowler, Peter Verchieck and 
Bob Novellina ; Kane Culler 
(III/ 5.10/ A3+) by Keith 
Reynolds and Kevin Chase; 
Learning Experience 

Above: The Chip and Dale 
Towers in Canyonlands, 
utah . 

(III/ 5.8/ A2) by Verchieck and 
Chase; Sugar Walls 
(IV / 5.9/ A2) by Verchieck and 
Chase; Playing Hookey 
(IV/ 5.10+/ A2) by Verchieck, 
Chase, Dunn and Fowler; 
Middle Tombstone 
(III/ 5.11/ A2) by Verchieck, 
Chase, Dunn, Fowler and 
Betsy McKittrick; The Farm 
(III/ 5.lla) by Kyle Copeland 
and Darryl Miller; and Dark 
Star (111/ 5.11) by Linus Platt 
and Marc Hirt. 

Also in the Kane Springs 
area, Dunn and Reynolds 
aclclecl a new route to Predator 
tower in October. The appro
priately titled Rain of Dust, 
(5.11/ 5.11+) takes a line on 
the north side of the tower, 
traverses continual ly right , and 
eventua lly joins the original 
south face route , climbed by 
Dunn and Copeland several 
years ago , for its last pitch. 

Arches National Park 
Kyle Copeland and Eric 
Johnson climbed a butte called 
Mars Hotel , which lies on the 
right side of the road , just past 
the La Sal Mountains view
point, and before the Organ. 
If I Only Had a Brain was the 
first route on the formation 
and is rated 5.10/ AO. Mike 
Baker and Leslie Henderson 
recently aclclecl a second route 
to the butte called Lost in 
Space (5.10/ AO). 

Also in Arches, Dave 
Madara and Millie Birdwell 
climbed Real Women Climb 
Offwidths' (5.11) in the 
Courthouse Wash Area. Many 
other routes have been clone 
in this area. 

Fisher Towers 
Rob Slater continued on his 
binge of last winter, climbing 
- repeat ascents - the three 
towers in Richardson 
Amphitheatre, located just 
north of the main Fishers 
g roup. He has now managed 
to climb all the Cutler towers 
in that area listed in the book 
Desert Rock. 

With Stu Ritchie , Slater 
climbed Dark Spire 
(II/ 5.7/ A4), Hidden Tower 
(1/ 5.7) and the Scorpion 
(III/ 5.9) , all in November. The 
Dark Spire climb was probably 
the overa ll second ascent of 
the tower. 

Moab 
Across from the Bride , Mike 
Baker and Leslie Henderson 
climbed The Dow1y 

· (III/ 5.9/ A3) In Long Canyon, 
several new routes have been 
climbed in the past two years. 
Anaconda (5.llb), by Linus 
Platt and Dave Dawson, lies 
on the reptilian walls of the 
upper canyon. On Maverick 
Buttress, Boot Hill (5.12b) was 
climbed by Jim Dunn and 
Linus Platt. It is located left of 
Tequila Sunrise. Five miles up 
Long Canyon, across from a 
lone cottonwood , Made in the 
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Shade (5.10/ Al) was climbed 
by Mike Klein, Bob Novellino, 
and Rosholt. Many new routes 
have also been aclclecl to Wall 
Street in recent years, and the 
area is competing with Indian 
Creek in its popularity. 

Colorado National 
Monument 
Luke Laeser and John Butler 
climbed three new towers in 
Colorado National Monument 
in September. The Gypsie 
Towers - Lower, Middle and 
Upper - lie near the east 
entrance to the park. Butler 
soloed the first ascent of the 
lower tower by its west face 
(I/ Al). The Middle Gypsy was 
climbed by its east side 
(III/ 5.8/ Al) by Butler and 
Laeser. The uppe r tower was 
climbed all free up the west 
side of the tower (III/ 5.10d) 
by Butler and Laeser in three 
pitches. Laeser called the 
upper Gypsy a classic. 

Pete Takeda - with various 
partners, including Duane 
Raleigh - has been active in 
the Grand Junction area. On 
the north side of Interstate 70, 
he bagged three of the mud 
towers that are plainly visible 
from the road. The climbing 
involved the use of pitons, 10-
inch bolts and slings on 
cobblestones set in the mud. 
The bolts, Takeda said, could 
be removed by hand. 

On the Navajo Indian reser
vation, Laeser, Butler and I 
picked off another classic 
tower, Down tower 
(III/ 5.7/ A2) , w ith Navajo 
climber Curtis Benally, who 
was not in top jumaring condi
tion and did not quite reach 
the summit. (He promises to 
do some pull-ups before our 
next adventure.) Benally's 
grandmother was the grazing 
lease permitted holder in the 
area before her death severa l 
years ago. While there is some 
dispute over who now holds 
the permit between Benally's 
mother and uncle, he granted 
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us permission for the climb. 
In Monument Valley, Dan 

Langamade and Dave Insley 
made the first ascent on the 
Right Mitten (IV/ 5.9/ A2) in six 
pitches. The climb follows a 
crack system beginning at the 
right edge of the Thumb. 

Remote Areas 
In the San Rafael Swell, James 
Garrett and Dave Madara 
climbed a new route on the 
north face of Bottleneck Peak. 
Woody's Roo/(III/ 5.10+/A2) is 
four pitches long. 

In Southern Utah, near the 
Hite Marina on Lake Powell , 
Carl Dietrich, Julie Calhoun 
and Wendi Pitas climbed Goat 
Roper tower, (I/ ll/ 5.10+ ), 
located a half-mile north of the 
Hite Marina Store. Also near 
Hite Marina , the striking tower 
on the road to Sewing 
Machine Needle was climbed 
by Steve Anderton and Bill 
Duncan. Dubbed Middle 
Finger Tower, the ascent was 
rated (III/ 5.9/ A3-). 

In Frye Canyon, Carl 
Dietrich, Julie Calhoun and 
Andy Pitas made what is 
believed to be the second 
ascent of Jacob's Chair by a 
three-pitch route called 
Critters in the Gallery 
(III/ 5.10/ A2), a route named 
after the abundant wildlife in 
the area. 

In Grand Gulch , Tim Taula , 
Dave Insley and Bill Hatcher 
climbed the 5-pitch tower 
Corsa Del Gallo (III/ 5.11) by 
its north-east face. 

In Hell Roaring Canyon , 
Moaner Lisa (5.12a) was 
climbed by Kyle Copeland , 
Eric Johnson, Lisa Hathaway 
and Linus Platt. 

In Northern Arizona, the 
2,000-foot Tooth Rock 
received its third ascent by a 
new route. Jason Keith and 
Insley spent six days climbing 
Matter in Motion (VI +/ 5.9+) 
and found little evidence of 
the parties that had preceded 
them. 

UNITED STATES 

Yosemite 
Last summer, renowned soloist 
Eric Kohl was again active, 
picking off a number of major 
lines, including another major 
variation on El Capitan. 

'The seemingly endless 
stone of Yosemite continues to 
relinquish routes hand over 
fist ,' writes Kohl, whose 
controversial tactics of fixing 
ropes and carrying a healthy 
supply of alcoholic beverages 
up walls has made him some
thing of a modern legend in 
Yosemite. Regardless of the 
detractors , in April, Kohl 
soloed Indecision Time 
(VI/5. 7 / A4) just east of the 
Ribbon Falls amphitheatre. 
The eight-pitch route climbs 
the centre of the Hourglass 
formation, and continues on 
up to Sherwood Forest. 

In June, Kohl climbed 
Abstract Expressionist 
(VI/ 5.9/ A5) on El Capitan, an 
eight-pitch variation between 
Zenyatta Mondatta and Zodiac, 
joining Zenyatta Mondatta at 
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its ninth pitch after crossing 
the Shortest Straw twice. Kohl 
reports that Abstract 
Expressionist is currently 
'unfinished '. In July, Kohl 
soloed another major route on 
the Nine O 'Clock Wall, above 
Glacier Point Apron. The four
teen-pitch Express Checkout 
(VI/ 5.8/ A5) climbs the major 
'splash' of orange lichen and a 
giant roof left of Ice Age, 
before joining that route for its 
final four leads. Teaming up 
with Jason Torlano, Kohl 
climbed a new five pitch route 
on Mt Broderick, left of 
Unemployment Line. The new 
five-pitch route, climbed in 
August and dubbed Mr. Clean, 
is reputed to have some of the 
cleanest rock in the valley. 

Also, Walt Shipley and Keith 
Reynolds climbed several 
noteworthy routes in the 
Valley this summer. In the 
lower Yosemite Falls 
amphitheatre, Heaven's Door 
(III/ 5.llb/ c) climbs three new 
pitches after following the first 



Above: Aid climbing is 
gaining a certain vogue in 
North Walian slate quarries. 
David Anderson - above -
received his injuries while 
working on this A3+ project 
in Never Never Land. Gear 
popped, a hook ripped off a 
flake and Anderson was 
earthbound. 
Left: The east lace of 
Vampire - see New Zealand . 

two leads of Guiding Light. 
The cl imb includes an inch
thick flexing flake that is 
mandatory free climbing. 

On lower Cathedral Spire, 
the pair climbed an entirely 
new, all-free route called 
South by South-west" 
(III/ 5.1 lc), and, notable some
where, is Reynolds ' and 
Boulder climber Alvino Pon's 
free ascent of the south-east 
face on Higher Cathedra l Spire 
(5.10+) in 1991. 

Visiting Slovenian climbers 
Silvo Karo and Marko Prezelj 
made the probably fifth ascent 
of the Barbella-Slater AS line 
Wyoming Sheep Ranch 
between September 28th and 
October 2nd after fixing the 
first four of the 26 pitches 
wh ile compatriots Janez Jeglic 
and M. Prapotnik made the 
fourth ascent of Jolly Rodger 
(Vl/5 .10/ AS) in six days start
ing May 13th. The latter duo 
are veterans of the south face 
of Cerro Torre and the west 
face of Bhagirathi III while 
Jeglic has climbed Everest and 
climbs F7c/ 8a. Some going. 
Cameron M. Burns 
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NlW llAlAND 
Late summer activity was 
centred around the Hopkins 
valley systems to the south of 
Mount Cook. Bill McLeod and 
Peter Dickson , in search of 
new rock on unclimbed faces , 
climbed the south face of 
Mount Percy Smith via a good 
central line. On the Dark Shore 
is 700 metres with a crux of 
17. In March the pair 

,completed a route on the 
south-west face of Mount 
Huxley straight to the summit 
on very enticing rock. 42nd 
Street is 600 metres, Grade 14. 
Other new alpine rock routes 
were found in this accessible 
but neglected area. A relatively 
snow-free winter with long 
fine spells a llowed for some 
forays to seldom visited areas 
w ithin the Mount Cook area. 
Mount Vampire (2638111) at the 
head of the Mueller Glacier 
received two new routes up 
icy gully systems on its south
east face. First in July Bill 

McLeod and Brian Alder 
climbed the plum central gully 
which fo llows a deep cleft 
from the base of the mountain 
to finish close to the summit. 
Noiferatu gave fourteen 
pitches on ice with a crux of 
6- . Early in September McLeod 
and Andy Macfarlane climbed 
the other obvious gully system 
on the right of this face -
Bram Stoker, Grade 5. 

The south face of Mount La 
Perouse (3081m) received its 
first ascent in August. McLeod 
and Alder climbed ten pitches 
of very steep ice, at times up 
to 50 metres across , to give a 
sustained route of 6+ ca lled 
Bill and Ted 's Excellent 
Adventure. 

More recently, in the 
endless quest for new lines 
and unclimbed faces on lower 
and seldom visited peaks, Bill 
McLeod soloed the south face 
of Mount Jean (2524m) at the 
head of the Dobson Valley, 
producing a Grade 5 ice route. 
Nick Groves 
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Left: Jimmy Marshall 
climbing Curving Grooves 
on Buchaille Etive Mar's 
Rannoch Wall. 
Centre: Carnivore on Creag 
a'Bhancair. 
Right: Dougal Haston 
cutting steps in Glen Coe's 
Lost Valley in 1963. 

Glen Coe was made for climbing. Challenging and dramatic 

walks, acres of rock, and some of the best ice and mixed climbs 

anywhere. The area has long been a crucible for advances in 

British climbing. The Coe's pioneers - Collie, Raeburn, Murray, 

Cunningham, Marshall, Smith and Haston - and the climbs they 

made are legends. Even the hotels are famous. 

In a two-part retrospective, Rab Anderson describes the area's 

history and its appeal. 

MOUNTAIN 24 REVIEW 7 



G len Coe - 1975. One Saturday in February, 

Dave Cuthbertson and myself - both of us 

fresh-faced and still at school - made our 

second trip to climb in the mountains and 

our first climb on these hallowed rocks. A 

winter ascent of the classic Curved Ridge, what better way to 

begin? A Boys' Brigade competition in Edinburgh delayed 

our departure until the 23. lOpm train to Stirling on the Friday 

night. A short hitch saw us pitching the tent in a field just 

outside Callander some time after lam. An early morning lift 

deposited us at the foot of Buachaille Etive Mor and a 

camping spot opposite the legencla1y Jacksonville, home of 

the Creag Dlrn , a club of west coast harclmen known to eat 

soft east-coasters like us for breakfast. With the 'ville safely 

negotiated, the ascent of Curved Ridge went smoothly. If it 

didn 't we weren't aware of it, but then we didn't know what 

it was supposed to be like - we had only read the books. 

So began our apprenticeship. The Coe had a magnetism 

that drew us to it again and again, regardless of the weather. 

We met up with other like-minded enthusiasts and a 

hardcore group of regulars were soor{ roaming the hills, 

treading in the steps of those that had gone before them. 

Fresh blood, an influx of young, committed individuals 

drawn together by a common bond. We did not know it, but 

a new era was dawning. So it was then, was before and will 

be again. Such is the development of climbing. 

Glen Coe, it would appear, was constructed for the 

climber. There are few finer sights in the countiy than 

that which greets you as you cross westwards over the 

flat expanse of Rannoch Moor, round the corner and 

are met by the grand mass of Buachaille Etive Mor -

the big herdsman of Etive. Popularly known as the 

Buchal [The pronunciation of the Buachaille seems to 

va1y according to the latitude the speaker lives at. For 

the author, living in Edinburgh, Boochal seems most 

accurate, but for the editor, living in London, Buckle is 

preferred. One hesitates to guess what those in Paris 

might conjure up - Ed.] this huge, conical-shaped 

mass of rock dominates the view, standing guard at 

the entrances to Glen Coe and Glen Etive. It is often 

hidden in its cloak of rain-soaked mist - enough to 

dampen the spirits of the most ardent. It is also clear 

that this is a peak for the climber. To the 

inexperienced eye it can at first look impregnable , but 

there are cliscernable features and they all have 

names: The Rannoch Wall , Crowberry Ridge, 

Crowberry Gully, deep in shadow the impressive 

verticality of Slime Wall and low down on the western 

flanks Creag a' Bhancair. The Buchal holds a unique 

place in the history books, for time after time it is here 

that significant developments in Scottish climbing have 

taken place. 

Moving west from the Buchal there is Buachaille 

Etive Beag, a fine hill for the walker but of little 

interest to the climber. It merely blocks out the view to the 

huge Biclean nam Bian massif for a short time. Beyond this 

the Glen drops down, becomes more defined and more 

apparent, hemmed in on the right by the long ridge of the 

Aonach Eagach. On the left, the huge bulk of Bidean nam 

Bian forms a series of ridges and tops emanating out from 

the main backbone of its e lusive summit. The shapely peaks 

of Stob Coire nan Lochan and Stob Coire nam Beith further 

impinge on any views to Bidean. Three long ridges extend 

northwards to encl in impressive blunt snubs of rock 

towering above the road: Beinn Fhacla , Gearr Aonach and 

Aonach Dubh - the Three Sisters. There is an abundance of 

rock, a myriad of faces each with it's own different character 

and aspect. One visit is simply not enough, for unlike the 

Buchal where all of the climbs are contained on one 

compact mountain with relative ease of access, the Biclean 

massif is complex, needing time to explore and develop. 

Access to the mountains of Glen Coe may have seemed 

difficult for us in those early clays, but we knew no better. 

The hitches , though often long, were an adventure; time to 

meet people, time to contemplate the climbing ahead. 

Anyone who has stood outside Tyndrum for a few hours 

rain-lashed in the darkness will know what contemplation is! 

How easy it is to forget, to take everything for granted. I 

now step out of my front door early in the morning and two 

hours later I'm in Glen Coe. When climbing first began there 
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it was an altogether different story. 

Until the early 1930s, when the then new road opened, 

access to Glen Coe was only really possible by a 

combination of steam locomotive , boat, horse-drawn 

carriage, bicycle and foot. Before then the only road to Glen 

Coe was that constructed by General Wade in 1750 and 

improved by Thomas Telford in the early 1800s. It is difficult 

to imagine just how awkward a place Glen Coe was to 

reach. Skye was more approachable due to the opening of 

the Inverness to Strome railway line in 1870, hence the early 

development of mountaineering in the Cuillin by members of 

the Alpine Club. In 1880 the Oban railway line was opened 

but this terminated at Tyndrum. With the opening of the Fort 

'Lest any may consider that motor-driving 
will cause a degenerate race of 
mountaineers to arise , I would warn them 
that I have lost weight as a result of my 
[driving] enterprise. ' 

William line in 1894 Ben Nevis became more accessible. 

Despite it's more southerly location, Glen Coe, however, 

remained in an isolated pocket, only reached with additional 

effort. When the motor car appeared in the early 1900s it was 

hardly a suitable mode of transport due to poor road 

surfaces and unreliability of vehicles, not to mention cost. (In 

an article in the 1903 SMC Journal, W. Inglis Clark writes 

about the place of the motor in mountaineering after a trip to 

Glen Coe. 'Lest any may consider,' he says , 'that motor

driving will cause a degenerate race of mountaineers to arise, 

I would warn them that I have lost weight as a result of my 

[driving] enterprise.') It is easy to see why Glen Coe was 

initially passed over in the early years but the beauty of the 

place and the obvious potential that it held for the 

mountaineer soon compelled climbers of the day to make 

their mark. 

The distinction of the first recorded climb, if one could 

call it that - the term 'grovel ' springs to mind since it is 

probably one of the worst routes in Glen Coe - does not go 

to a 'climber' but to a local shepherd. In 1868 Neil Marquis 

climbed into the base of the huge spectacular slot of Ossian's 

Cave, the 200-foot high arched cleft in the cliffs of the north 

face of Aonach Dubh. This feature must have intrigued locals 

for years before one of them was stupid enough to struggle 

up the slime and vegetation for a look. This was obviously 

not a case of 'Because it's there! ' but more like 'What's in 

there?' Now known as Ossian's Ladder (Diff) the footsteps of 

Marquis were followed by many other notable climbers who 

no doubt also wanted to have a look at the cave and who 

left note of their visits in a tin box provided by Norman 

Collie. These notes had disappeared long before Dougal 

Haston was prompted to fling the box from the cave some 

years later. 

There may have been earlier activity but until the 

formation of that merry band of gentlemen known as the 

Scottish Mountaneering Club in 1889, record of ascents, if 

any , was very poor. The SMC - while not the first 

mountaineering club in Scotland - were instrume ntal in 

developing climbing in Glen Coe and and the club's journal 

proved an ideal place to record and elaborate upon these 

experiences. Glen Coe with it's many ridges, gullies and 

spectacular faces provided these early climbers with an ideal 

location to develop the sport. So began what must have 

been a glorious period of exploratory climbing, a true golden 

age. 

First off the mark was Norman Collie , when some years 

prior to 1894 he made a summer ascent of Buachaille Etive 

Mor via Great Gully. Anyone who has descended this gully 

after a route on Slime Wall will appreciate how horrible an 

ascent this must have been in the early days. Undeterred, 

Collie returned on what was to be a historic Easter SMC meet 

in 1894 at Bridge of Orchy. This was the start of a period 

when members from the club recorded new climbs and 

good ascents far and wide. Collie, together with Solly and 

Collier, gave the Buchal its first true rock climb - Collie's 

Route, a moderate - taking the ground to the left of central 

buttress on the Glen Etive side of the frontal aspect of the 

mountain. On the same day, Naismith, Thomson and Brown 

climbed Great Gully on wet snow, apparently unware of the 

other party or of their earlier summer ascent. Later in the 

week Collie's party climbed what is probably East Wall Climb 

(VDiff) left of Ossian's Cave and Central Gully (I/II) to the 

summit of Bidean. They are, however, more noted for their 

winter ascent of Tower Ridge on Ben Nevis later that week, 

an extremely fine ascent - at this time they were unaware of 

the 1892 summer descent of the ridge by the three 

Hopkinsons, which was finally recorded in 1895. 

It's important to remember that for a number of years 

summer and winter climbing were inextricably mixed in the 

records. These early climbers attacked everything with what 

might be considered as an alpine type of approach. Snow 

and rock were seen as one so that some years later when a 

distinct separation was recognised it became difficult to sort 

out some of the earlier routes. For a great many years a 

number of significant winter ascents were missed. Later, 

some were even discounted for not meeting the criteria of 

the day, or for that matter the SMC Journal editor's rules. 

In 1895, W. Brown, Rose and W. Tough recorded the 

second true climb on the Buchal and more importantly 

proved that this great mass of rock was not impregnable 

when they climbed the first of the major rock features of the 

hill, the great blunt buttress which descends from the summit 

- North Buttress West Route (Mod/ Diff). The route was 

climbed on a typical wet and misty Glen Coe day. Another of 

The Coe 's classics fell a month later when the Aonach 

Eagach Ridge (Mod) was traversed by A.R. Wilson, A.W. 

Russell and A. Fraser. They could not have realised that their 

route would become one of the most popular outings in the 
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British Isles. 

It is understandable that so many of the early pioneers 

were attracted to the Buchal and that this is where much of 

the early development took place. Apart from its size and its 

attractive lines it was also conveniently close to the 

Kingshouse Inn where many of the early climbers stayed. 

Climbing was not exactly a sport for those of lesser means; 

the poor had enough struggles of their own. Other major 

features soon started to fall during this phase; Curved Ridge 

(Mod) soloed by G.B. Gibbs and on the other side of the 

prominent thin ridge, but not quite up the middle of it , 

Naismith's Route (Mod) by W.W. Naismith and W. Douglas, 

both in 1896. A few other routes were added but it was the 

great Harold Raeburn and E.W. Green who took the honours 

with their outstanding ascent of Crowberry Gully (IV) in 

April 1898 under mixed conditions. Whether you discount 

this as a true winter ascent is of no matter for it was still an 

impressive achievement and in any case Raeburn returnee! in 

1909 with W.A. Brigg and H.S. Tucker to climb it for the 

second time , on this occasion under 'recognised' winter 

conditions. They were even avalanched. Raeburn obviously 

liked the gully for he climbed it again in the summer of 1910. 

Raeburn apparently avoided claiming routes, one of many 

odd quirks allowed to SMC members, which is why some 

confusion exisited for a number of years over just who had 

'Raeburn apparently avoided claiming 
routes , one of many odd quirks allowed to 
SMC members, which is why some confusion 
exisited for a number of years over just who 
had climbed the gully first in winter 
conditions. ' 

climbed the gully first in winter conditions. This is probably 

the reason for the number of climbs throughout the country 

that are credited to this outstanding climber and simply 

known as Raeburn's routes of one sort or another. If there is 

a 'Raeburn's Gully' then surely Crowbeny must be it. Spare a 

thought for these early pioneers when you front-point your 

way up the gully cocooned in layers of fleece and Gore-Tex 

for there is no doubt that Raeburn's ascents were particularly 

outstanding and gave Glen Coe another of the country's 

finest routes. 

A few days after Crowberry Gully was first ascended, 

Cwved Ridge/ Easy Gully (II/ III) was climbed under winter 

conditions by G.T. Glover and R.G. Napier. Also in 1898 the 

great Church Door Buttress leading to the summit of Biclean 

nam Bian was conquered by Flake Route (VDifO but only 

after several attempts by some of the leading climbers of the 

clay. It was Raeburn again who took the honours, this time in 

the company of J.H. Bell - not to be confused with the later 

].H.B. Bell - and H.C. Boyd and R.G. Napier. Having already 

failed on the route they had adopted the fairly standard new-

routing practice of today and inspected the upper section of 

the route from above, which must have been fairly 

entertaining given the earliness of the period - remember 

nuts and clescendeurs did not become available for quite a 

few years! 

Having obtained the lead by tossing a coin , Raeburn took 

over from Bell and attacked the chimney beyond the Arch. 

Encountering problems they attempted to throw a rope over 

a high block using a stone tied to a piece of string - could 

this have been the forerunner to the 'stick clip'! They failed 

and Raeburn tried again , this time with his boots off. In an 

account of the ascent Bell writes: 

'I went forward to the end of the ledge to try and field 

him if a slip should occur, while Napier jammed himself in a 

hole in the ledge, worked Raeburn 's rope over the small 

hitch and anchored me. This time Raeburn was successful, 

and wild cheers broke out.. .' 

Epic stuff! I recall being impressed at the situation when I 

made a recent ascent of the great winter route West 

Chimney, which uses the same finish. 

It was the start of the next centuty before rock climbing 

standards took a great leap forward when in May 1900 the 

Direct Route on Crowbeny Ridge was forced to give the area 

and probably the UK one of it's hardest routes at severe, 

nowadays a three star classic and one which can still give 

parties some trouble. The first ascensionists were from south 

of the border and were undoubtedly to blame for the influx 

of English raiders that have plagued Scottish climbing ever 

since. Those responsible were the famous Abraham brothers 

from the Lake District, with Puttrell and Baker. It was to take 

some three years before the route received it's second ascent 

at the hands of Harold Raeburn together with Inglis Clark 

and his wife - who went on to found the Ladies Scottish 

Climbing Club - no doubt incensed that the Scots had 

missed out on one of the plum lines of their favoured peak. 

Later in 1900 G.D. Abraham returned to the Coe with his 

wife to acid a number of other routes: Lady's Gully (VDiff) to 

the Buchal, Arch Gully (Diff) to Stob Coire nam Beith and 

Amphitheatre Scoop (VDiff), No3 Gully and Winifred's 

Pinnacle (DifO to the great west face of Aonach Dubh. A 

slack period then followed, but in 1906 the ve1y fine North

West Gully (II/ III) on Stob Coire nam Beith was climbed by 

Glover and Wordsell. The following year Raeburn returnee! 

to add the superb Ordinary Route (III) to the central buttress 

of Stob Coire nan Lochan. Again climbed in April it is not 

quite clear just how much snow was on the rocks but given 

his winter credentials - Crowberry Gully already mentioned, 

Raeburn's Gully (Ladhar Bheinn - 1897 III), Central Gully 

(Nevis - 1904 III), Green Gully (Nevis - 1906 III/ IV), The 

Great Ridge (Ardgour - 1908 III), - it was a route he was 

certainly capable of. Aclclecl to these winter ascents was an 

impressive list of wide-ranging summer and alpine ascents. 

There is no doubt that Raeburn's skill and dominating 

personality made him probably the greatest of the Scottish 
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mountaineers of this time. 

In 1908 L.G. Shadbolt and A.C. McLaren made a very fine 

ascent of the esoteric thin chimney to the left of Ossian's 

Ladder on the north face of Aonach Dubh, Shadbolt's 

Chimney (S). Another hard route for it's time, it was to mark 

the cessation of this golden age for Glen Coe. The pioneers 

of the day moved on to climb elsewhere but the lack of a 

fresh generation of climbers, together with the fact that 

standards had adavanced faster than the technology meant 

little happened for a while. It is fair to say that rock climbing 
was not afforded the same attention in Scotland that some of 

the English clubs gave their's. Many Scottish-based climbers 

went exploring abroad during the summer and the fickle 

Scottish weather was not always conducive to hard climbing. 

The same is true today. 

While the groundwork had been set to allow the sport to 

advance, the Great War stopped this in its tracks. As far as 

Scottish climbing was concerned development effectively 

ceased right tl1rough to the 1930s - huge gap. South of the 

border, in England and in Wales, there was a resurgence 

Top left: J. Stenhouse. Top middle: Robin Smith . Top right: Pat 
Walsh . Left: jimmy Marshall. 
Right: Buchaille Elive Mor. 

following the war but for some reason this did not happen 

in Scotland. Visiting climbers had free reign throughout the 

country. In Glen Coe in 1920 R.F. Stobart and Mr and Mrs 

Odell climbed the chasm. In September of the same year J. 
Wilding, A.S. Piggott, R. Morely and M. Wood paid a visit 

and added five routes, including the very good and 

atmospheric Crypt Route (VDifO to Church Door buttress, 

Shelf Route (DifO on the Buchal and The Chancellor (DifO 

on the Aonach Eagach. 

Part of the reason for a lack of new talent was the nature 

of Scottish climbing clubs. There were only three that one 

could join, the Cairngorm Club, the SMC and the Ladies 

Scottish Climbing Club. Two were difficult to get into and 

gender orientated, the third remote in the north-east of the 

country. Many young climbers were unable to qualify for the 

SMC, and so the Junior Mountaineering Club of Scotland was 

formed. Other clubs followed, for instance the Ptarmigan 

Club 0928), the Creag Dhu 0930) and the Lomond Club 

0933). The sport was finally changing and a new generation 

of Scottish climbers emerged. The 1930s saw a renaissance 

not only in Glen Coe but throughout Scotland. 

Begining in 1929 and continuing for some years J.H.B. 

Bell, an SMC member himself, added a string of routes to the 

Coe. Notable among these were the very good North Face 
' Route 0929 - VDiff.) and Spilikin Route 0934 - S) on the 

central buttress of the Buchal, The Pinnacle Face 0932 -

VDifO, and a fine route on the west face of Aonach Dubh in 

1934 at severe as well as others. The man's enthusiam 

appeared boundless not only here but throughout Scotland 

as his list of ascents testifies. Although he had a penchant for 

searching out loose and vegetated routes, he also found 

many climbs on clean, solid rock. 
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Others followed but there was not really much of 

significance until 1936 when on Buachaille Etive Mor yet 

again another fine climb was added, the excellent and now 

popular crack at the left end of the east face of north 

buttress, Shackle Route (S) by S.H. Cross and Miss A.M. 

Nelson. Two months later an even better and more 

significant climb was done when Hamish Hamilton, Alex 

C.D. Small and A. Anderson climbed the impeccable and 

now exceptionally well trodden Agag's Groove (VDift) up 

the right side of the Rannoch Wall, to the left of Crowberry 

Ridge. Although not hard when compared to some of the 

earlier climbs, Agag's took what was considered to be an 

impossibly steep and intimidating looking line. 

The Direct Route on Crowberry Ridge just to the right, 

although severe, looked easier. The way had been shown in 

1934 when George Williams and Graham MacPhee, both 

SMC, along with G.F. Todd and I.G. Jack, climbed the centre 

of the Rannoch Wall via an obvious line of weakness, Route 

I (VDift) . The final difficult exit had been climbed the year 

previously by Williams but with the security of a top rope. 

Agag's was a different story. It took what appeared to be a 

much harder line and there was no prior knowledge that the 

climbing was much easier that it looked. The route was still 

very bold and the run-outs long. Hamilton's party only just 

managed to beat Bill Murray's part to the route and a second 

ascent followed. The way forward was clear although the 

establishment did not appear to take kindly to the leading 

climbers of the day being involved with this type of route, 

feeling the climbing to be irresponsible and unjustifiable. 

In 1937 standards lept forward and again it was on the 

Buchal, when Jock Nimlin, B. Braithwaite and G. McArtney 

climbed the obvious cleft of Ravens Gully to give a long and 

sustained outing with many difficult and notable pitches. 

Prior to this ascent the hardest graded route had been 

Severe, Ravens was graded Very Severe and the route is now 

given HVS Sa. Ravens was to prove the hardest route in the 

Glen for some ten years. Other classics followed - in 1938 

the lengthy Clachaig Gully finally succumbed to Bill Murray 

A.M. McAlpine, J.K.W. Dunn and W.G. Marskell. It had been 

attempted by notables going as far back as Norman Collie 

and George Abraham. Originally graded VDiff the climb has 

finally and rightly been up-graded to Severe in the new 

guide. Before the decade ended, late on in the season, Iain 

Ogilvy and Miss Esme Speakman of the LSCC added two fine 

bold routes to the left of Agag's Groove on the Rannoch Wall 

- Red Slab (VS) and Satan's Slit (VS). Along with Raven's 

Gully these were to be the three hardest rock routes in Glen 

Coe. 

Climbing on snow and ice during the 1920s appears to 

have been ignored. This cannot, however , be entirely 
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attributed to the demands that the war had placed on human 

life, for any chance of a revival in winter climbing was 

effectively stopped by a ten-year cycle of mild winters, 

followed by a period of hard winters which continually 

blocked the road. The only exception would appear to be an 

impressive partial ascent of The Chasm in 1920 by R.F. 

Stobart and Mr and Mrs Odell. We have to then wait for 

thirteen years for the next winter route. Arch Gully (II/ III) 

was climbed by ].H.B. Bell and 

C.M. Allan. In March 1934 Pat 

Baird and partners climbed 

two classics, Sron na Lairig (II) 

and more importantly the very 

fine SC Gully (III) on Stob 

Coire nan Lochan. 

In 1936 the leading climbers 

of the clay started to think 

again about following the 

summer lines under winter 

conditions. Not knowing of 

Raeburn's earlier ascents, Bill 

Mackenzie, Dunn and Hamish Hamilton climbed Crowberry 

Gully (IV). Later that year in an ambitious December assault 

on the neighbouring Shelf Route on Crowberry Ridge, Bill 

Mackenzie, Bill Murray and Dunn and MacAlpine failed high 

up in the gathering darkness and caught in a storm were 

forced into an epic and lengthy retreat back clown the route 

with only limited equipment. Not put off by this, they were 

back in March of 1937 and Mackenzie and Murray ascended 

one of Glen Coe's finest winter routes and - at Grade IV -

then Scotland's hardest winter climb. In 1938, Alex Small, 

capitalising on his extensive summer knowlege of the 

Crowberry area, made a very impressive winter ascent of 

Crowberry Ridge via most of the Direct Route. Because the 

climb was clone at the begining of April - like Raeburn 's 

ascent of Crowberry Gully - which the establishment 

reckoned was not in the normal winter season, it was 

discounted when brought to the attention of the editor of the 

SMC]. A letter I received from Alex Small in 1981 should help 

give this important event the recognition it deserves, not least 

because the first complete ascent of the Direct Route was not 

made until some fifteen years later in 1953 and given grade 

V: 

'It was a rough day of hail, squalls and snow and the ice 

was pretty thick above 2,000 ft , enough to make the way 

from the Water Slide up the early part of Curved Ridge 

messy and toilsome. I swept the snow from the holds at 

Abraham 's left traverse but once started I found that I 

couldn't manage to clear the further ones so I went back, 

took off my boots and tried it in stocking soles. The famous 

finger tip hold at the move up was iced over and I thought 

that I was beaten but my soles stuck so well that I did a 

press up and sweeping and clearing I finished the pitch. The 

next pitch was hard and we could now see that the slabby 

section up to the foot of the Tower was mostly an ice sheet 

with runnels of snow. As we only had one ice axe - and 

borrowed at that - we did a slanting line across and down to 

Hyphen Rib - which we knew well as we had done the first 

ascent. Straightforward until we came to the overhanging slit 

which leads up to the crest of the Crowberry Ridge. This 

again beat us until I jammed the axe in a crack and once 

more in stocking soles used the axe head as a handhold , 

then a foothold and finding 

some unsuspected holds for ~ 

Bugs McKeith , Ian 
MacEacheran and John 
Mclean at the Kingshouse 
Hotel in 1963. 

my left hand, made the crest. 

Hauling the sack , my boots 

and my second, who came off 

twice , was bloody tiring and 

trying to force my feet into 

frozen boots rather piled on 

the agony.' 

The following year another 

significant an oft-eyed line fell , 

also in early April , when 

Mackenzie and Murray 

climbed Deep-Cut Chimney 

(IV) on Stob Coire nam Beith. 

They had originally attempted 

the gully back in 1936 and 

again in early 1939 when they failed just short of easy 

ground. This gave the area another of the hardest winter 

climbs around and provided Glen Coe with another 

outstanding route destined to become a classic . Scottish 

winter climbing was back on course. 

It is worth remembering that these ascents were made 

with unusually short axes. Although somewhat reduced from 

the 1920s standard length the axes of the clay were found to 

be rather heavy and unwieldy for extensive cutting , 

particularly in enclosed spaces. Douglas Scott had had a 

shortened axe custom-made and on seeing this Mackenzie 

and Murray reckoned that a slater's pick with the side claw 

removed would be ideal. Crampons, which at the time had 

no front points, were found to be a hindrance. Bootnails 

were found to be better and more suited on cut steps and ice 

glazed rock. As ever, leading climbers were showing their 

ingenuity and by adapting their equipment and their ideas 

they were enabling the sport to progress. 

Climbing was again affected when war returned. Unlike 

the last one, however, when climbing had virtually ceased 

until some time after it, there was continued activity. During 

the war much of the development was on the Buchal. 

Taking off from where they left off in 1939, Iain Ogilvy and 

Esme Speakman added the ve1y fine January Jigsaw (S) to 

the Rannoch Wall in Janua1y of 1940.The left extremity of the 

big and gloomy Slime Wall was explored by Pluto and Belia!. 

The fine Bottleneck Chimney (HS) and it's continuation 

Hangman's Crack (VS) were climbed by R.G. Donaldson and 

G.R.B. Carter. In the winter of 1942, Flake Route (IV) on 

CJ 
(/) 

z 
z 
~ 
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Bidean finally fell to G.R. Scott and F.W. Cope of the 

Grampian Club. This was another ve1y significant route that 

was discounted by the then SMC Journal editor and 

subsequently claimed by first the Smith-Holt partnership in 

1959 and then by Mclnnes the following year. 

The period following the war saw the emergeance of the 

Creag Dhu as a major force in Scottish climbing. Skillfully 

and ably led by that great master of rock John Cunningham, 

the Creag Dhu operated from their distinctive base of 

Jacksonville - uninvited guests enter at you peril - in the 

shadow of the Buchal and within staggering distance of the 

Kingshouse. It is hardly surprising, therefore, that climbing in 

their own backyard the Creag Dhu were to open up the 

Buchal, adding many fine, hard routes. Thigns got going in 

1946 with numerous tasters such as the superb Crow's Nest 

Crack (VS) on the east face of north buttress , the fine 

Shatrerecl Crack (VS) and on the Rannoch Wall , Autumn Slab 

(HVS), Curving Groove (VS) and the excellent but poorly 

protected Grooved Arete (HS). 

It was, however, one day in June 1947 when Scottish 

standards were to take a quantum leap forward with 

Cunningham and I. Dingwall 's ascent of the very fine 

Gallows Route on the Buchal. Although short in stature the 

route was by no means short in nature or grade and is 

currently given El Sc. First repeated by Don Whillans, for 

many years Gallows was held in great respect, gaining a 

reputation as a chop route. The climb was only rivalled by 

Preston 's Suicide Wall (1945 - E2) in North Wales and 

Haworth's Steeplejack's 

Staircase (1940 - E2) on 

Edinburgh's Salisbury Crags. 

Today, for many, Gallows is a 

much treasured ascent. 

In 1948 the onslaught on 

The Buchal continued. The 

brilliant Direct Finish to Raven's 

Gully fell to Cunningham, 

Smith and Paul at El Sa. In 

June Smith and Cunningham 

climbed June Crack (VS) on 

Great Gully buttress and then 

went on to breach the huge Slime Wall with a particularly 

inspired piece of climbing to produce Guerdon Grooves. 

Although not a particulary brilliant route, it is a worthwhile 

climb of length, character and atmosphere which skirts the 

right side of the wall at HVS 4c, hinting at the potential to 

the left. It was a pointer to the future and another of the 

historic climbs which apprentices to the Glen Coe scene 

should climb. 

Other than the previously mentioned Flake Route, there 

were only a few other winter routes aclclecl during the 1940s. 

The Creag Dhu were concentrating on rock and ignoring the 

winter scratchings of the establishement. On Stob Coire nan 

Lochan, the now classic Twisting Gully (1946 - III) was 

found by Bill Murray, Douglas Scott and J. Cortland-Simpson 

and in 1949 Boomerang Gully (II). Over on the Buchal, the 

fine Left Fork of Crowberry Gully (IV) was climbed by 

C.M.G. Smith, R.J. Taunton and I.C. Robertson to give a route 

which is still considered quite hard, despite it's shortness 

and, nowadays , good protection. There was other activity 

around this time but the editor of the SMCJ again stepped in 

and supposed ascents of Clachaig Gully, The Chasm and the 

Rannoch Wall were disallowed because they were reputedly 

free of snow and ice. 

To put this new route activity into some sort of 

perspective, the total number of routes climbed during the 

1940s was around 75, only a handful more than the total for 

the previous decade. Glen Coe was waiting for the 1950s 

and the emergence of a few other legendary names when 

the pace of new route activity was to be raised to an almost 

frantic pace. The previous decade's total was surpassed by 

the mid-way stage and a total of around 200 new routes 

were added in the whole of the 1950s. 

Hamish Maclnnes was to enter the scene, firstly with the 

fine and aptly named Engineer's Crack (1951 and now free at 

El) with Charlie Vigano and R. Hope on Crowberry Ridge 

and then around the corner on the Rannoch Wall the suberb, 

bold Peasant's Passage (1952 - HVS) with W. Rowney and 

the neighbouring Wappenshaw Wall (1952 - VS) with Bill 

Smith. Maclnnes then teamed up with Pat Walsh and 

together with T. Lawrie they gave the mighty Slime Wall it's 

second route, Bluclger's Route (1952 - HVS). It was the start 

Above: Jacksonville in 
1953. 

of an affair with this wall for 

Pat Walsh, no doubt suited to 

the type of bold climbing 

which it offered on account of 

his now renowned short

sightedness. 

The early part of the 

decade was one of 

consoloclation with little 

significant rise in standards. 

There was, however, much 

exploration and the entry of 

many other notable climbers 

such as Len Lovan and Jimmy 

Marshall into the action. This 

exploration is best illustrated 

when in 1954 Eric Langmuir, M.J. O'Hara and J. Mallinson 

diverted themselves away from the main activity in Glen Coe 

itself and headed the thirteen miles clown Glen Etive to 

record the first climb on the huge and impressive sweep of 

clean granite slabs on Beinn Trilleachan. Sickle (VS) is a 

scrappy and worthless route skirting the slabs up its left 

margin but the next day they returned and took the slabs 

head on with the brilliant and now very popular Spartan Slab 

(VS). Their ascent involved a few points of aid which is 

hardly surprising considering the different climbing >>60 
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I was nervous as I dialled the international code for 

Slovenia , in the former Yugoslavia, and then punched 

in the number for Tomo Cesen 's house in Kranj. Not 

only was I about to speak to a great alpinist, but I was, 

in essence , going to ask him if he had lied about the 

climb in 1990 that had made him famous - the first ascent, 

solo, of the 12,000-foot south face of Lhotse. 

Its avalanche-raked barricade of crumbling black cliffs 

and ice chutes had beaten thirteen expeditions since 1973. A 

hundred alpinists had pitted themselves against it, including 

many of Europe's finest , like Pierre Beghin , Christophe 

Profit, Marc Batard, Kryzystof Wielicki, and Reinhold 

Messner. The wall consumed four of Europe's best, too , 

among them Poland 's Jerzy Kukuczka, the only man besides 

Messner to climb all the 8000-metre peaks. By 1990 Lhotse's 

south face had earned the title of 'Last Great Problem of the 

Himalaya'. Whoever overcame its evil-looking geology was 

destined to enter history as the dragon-slayer of alpinism. 

Then, 31-year-old Tomo Cesen claimed a solo first ascent of 

the wall in a 62-hour round trip in the spring of that year. 

The speed, endurance , skill , and damned good luck 

needed to execute the climb were phenomenal. Messner 

called it 'the climbing event of the decade', and indeed it 

was light years ahead of any alpine achievement in recent 

memory. Measured against Cesen, even the best alpinists 

suddenly looked like primitives. Mentally and physically, he 

had to be a superman. 

Lhotse brought Cesen fame, though almost immediately 

his lack of witnesses, his sketchy story, and questions about 

his photographic proof raised doubts. In 1991 he was 

accused of fabricating the ascent, and European magazines 

be in my books about Himalayan climbing, and I will 

remove the chapter about him from Free Spirit.' 

Nevertheless, Cesen insists he climbed Lhotse. 

He certainly had the credentials. Cesen 's rise to 

prominence began in Europe during the winter of 1986 with 

the alpine trilogy, a link-up of the north faces of the Eiger, 

Grandes Jorasses, and Matterhorn , which he soloed in four 

days , acing Christophe Profit by one day to the coveted 

enchainement. Profit, who was filmed for television, linked 

the peaks by helicopter; Cesen, with more humble means, 

connected them by car and ski lift. Harder than the trilogy, 

though, was Cesen's 1987 solo of No Siesta, the serious ice 

route on the north face of the Grandes Jorasses. 

His Himalayan exploits began in 1985, on the first ascent 

of Yalung Kang, a subsidia1y peak of Kangchenjunga. Cesen 

was a member of a large Slovenian team which tackled the 

mountain in traditional expedition style , fixing ropes and 

establishing four camps with Sherpa support. After reaching 

the summit - Cesen used oxygen to do so - his partner, 

Borut Bergant, literally gave up and dropped off the 

mountain while descending. Cesen survived a freezing 

bivouac by pacing back and forth on a ledge . The 

experience ravaged him - he lost 35lbs - but it taught him 

the art of survival at altitude. 

Cesen made a nineteen-hour solo of the regular route on 

Broad Peak in 1986, followed by an impressive solo attempt 

on K2, where he climbed 8,500 feet in seventeen hours. In 

1987 he tried Lhotse Shar, next to Lhotse's south face , with a 

big team. After this he always soloed his big routes. 'If I'm 

aware that everything depends on me and only on me, I can 

concentrate one hundred percent ,' he said in a 1991 

'Messner, who awarded Cesen the $10,000 Snow Lion Prize in 1989 for his climb of 

Jannu and dedicated a chapter to Cesen in his autobiography, has recanted his 

support, saying: 

"If Cesen cannot prove his Lhotse climb, he will not be in my books about 

Himalayan climbing, and I will remove the chapter about him from Free Spirit. " ' 

became a battleground for angry letters between Cesen and 

his detractors. However, notable alpinists such as Pierre 

Beghin sided with Cesen and stilled the doubts. They 

believed him because they wanted to believe that Cesen had 

taken alpinism into the future, and that a climber's word can 

be trusted. 

But the doubts that erupted in 1993 - based upon the 

revelation that photographs Cesen used to prove his ascent 

do not belong to him - have been impossible to ignore. In 

the wake of this discovery, Cesen has lost many believers . 

Even Messner, who awarded Cesen the $10,000 Snow Lion 

Prize in 1989 for his climb of Jannu and dedicated a chapter 

to Cesen in his autobiography, has recanted his support, 

saying: 'If Cesen cannot prove his Lhotse climb, he will not 

interview for the book Beyond Risk. 'And if I have one 

hundred percent concentration, I can pull out of myself all 

the power and strength I have.' 

The winter of 1989 saw him solo more desperates in 

Europe - the Red pillar of the Brouillard on Mont Blanc, and 

Modern Times , a 2500-foot free route on the Marmolada in 

the Dolomites. In the spring he went to Jannu 's north face , 

an oft-tried flank of the 25,294-foot Nepalese peak. This solo 

involved hard ice and verglassed 5.11 rock up an 8,000-foot 

wall. The skill and self-reliance it called for was staggering, 

as was Cesen's speed - he bagged the route in a 23-hour 

push , just a week after he reached base camp. 

Cesen said , in the 1991 American Alpine Journal, that 

these experiences taught him ' the limits of risk a nd 
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lhotse south face 
While there had been previous attempts on the south face of 
Lhotse, the most pertinent to the Cesen controversy is the 
Yugoslavian attempt of 1981 led by the late Ales Kunaver. A 22-
man team fixed rope and alternated lead climbers up the line 
indicated - Cesen's line is in the middle - establishing six camps. 
Throughout their 63 days on the mountain, the team were plagued 
by avalanches and poor snow and ice conditions as well as 
technical difficulties. On May 14th, Pavel Podgornik, Andrej 
Stremfelj and Nejc Zaplotnik left Camp VI in a second summit bid 
up the righthand variant towards the west shoulder. At 11 am they 
were forced to stop because the upper ridge at around 8,250 
metres was swept by strong winds and snow. Then, on May 18th, 
Francek Knez and Vanja Matijevec climbed the left variation to the 
west shoulder. In poor weather they made slow progress but 
made the ridge and then returned after a planned descent into the 
western cwm was abandoned. Altogether they were on the go for 
23 hours. This attempt could be best termed as persistent by what 
was a strong team. 
In 1985 Vincent Fine and Michel Fauquet tried a similar line. On 
October 23rd they set off, climbing 800 metres of snow and ice 
between 55° and 80°. Next day they climbed 1,200 metres of 
similar slopes, reaching a height of 7,200 metres by the end of the 
third day. They then abandoned their attempt after a member of 
the nearby Polish expedition fell the length of the face in their 

view. This was an alpine-style ascent but it still took the pair three 
days to reach the real difficulties. The Polish - whose team 
included K. Wielicki , W. Kukuczka and Janusz Majer - started 
further right up the Czech route on Lhotse Shar and reached a 
highpoint of 8,200 metres. 
Eric Escoffier, Eric Bellin and Stephane Schaffter had a look in 
1986 but poor weather thwarted their plans and they abandoned 
on April 27th. The Poles returned - with other nationalities - post
monsoon, this time led by Wielicki , but they got only 50 metres 
higher on their 1985 line and another team member was lost. 
Kukuczka, of course, was killed in another post-monsoon Polish 
attempt in 1989. The Russian post-monsoon ascent of 1990 took 
a line on the rocky central part of the face and used siege tactics. 
Six camps were established at 6,000, 6,600, 7,000, 7,400, 8,000 
and 8,400 metres with rock pitches of V and VI. Sergei Bershov 
and Vladimir Karateyev left Camp 6 at 7am, summitted in the dark 
at 7pm and didn't make it back to their tent until 5am next 
morning. They had spent six days above 8,000 metres and their 
companions helped them descend. Seven of the Russians 
suffered frostbite . Pierre Beghin and Christophe tried the same 
line later in October 1990 but were put off by the Russian 's fixed 
ropes and unsuccessfully tried another line. 
Lines: 1 - Yugoslavian route 1981 with left and right variants. 2 -
Cesen route 1990. 3. - Russian route 1990. 
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'I don't believe Cesen is the poor, innocent Yugoslav 
farther west. To the south 

was a sea of clouds. He 

described the last section 

by writing, 'I had to dip a 

bit into a saddle and then 

up to the very top. It was 

2.20 pm. I called camp on 

the walkie-talkie.' 

climber he is made out to be. He is a professional 

alpinist, sponsored and sustained by manufacturers 

and newspapers. He is obliged to be irreproachable in 

the matter of his proof. Without precise photos , close-

ups that show him on the slope between 8,000 metres Be low were Dr Jank! 

and the summit, I don't believe in his climb. ' Kokalj, a support member, 

and Tomaz Ravnihar, who 

was making a film about 

Cesen. Clouds prevented 

Ivana Ghirardini 

impossibility are very different for different people.' He 

decided that he was ready for Lhotse. 

According to Cesen's published accounts, he decided to 

climb the south face of Lhotse by a variation of the route 

tried in 1981 by a force of 22 Yugoslavs, led by Ales 

Kunaver and including Viki Groselj. Before Cesen left for 

Lhotse four years ago he had sat in Groselj's house, looking 

at his slides, plotting a route. 

The 1981 attempt had reached 26 ,740 feet. In 1985 the 

Frenchmen Michel Fauquet and Vincent Fine got to 24,300 

feet , alpine style, which convinced Cesen that he could solo 

the route . He had studied it from Lhotse Shar in 1987, and 

knew that surviva l would depend on speed and on avoiding 

the daytime hours when snowstorms engulf the face and 

avalanches thunder down. Indeed , in 1980 Nicolas Jaeger, a 

Frenchman, had disappeared on Lhotse Shar when an eight

day storm hit him after he had soloed to 26,500 feet. 

Cesen reached base camp on April 15th, then went on 

Lhotse Shar four times, going as high as 23,600 feet , in order 

to acclimatise . On April 22nd he set off into the frozen 

night. He carried a 401b pack containing a sleeping bag, 

bivouac sack, seven ice screws, ten pitons, 300 feet of 6mm 

rope, extra g loves, socks, and goggles, camera, walkie

talkie, food, and three litres of coffee. He took no stove. 

He climbed for fifteen hours on 60° snowfields left of the 

1981 route, then bivouacked at 24,600 feet as dawn lit the 

wa ll and rocks started ricocheting down. Early next 

afternoon, he continued up a couloir flanked by canyon-like 

walls, then bivouacked again at 26,900 feet. Above loomed 

the huge , loose cliff that had halted the 1981 team. On April 

24th he started again at Sam in good weather. In the_ 1991 

American Alpine Journal, he described this section: 'A 

snowy ramp led to a vertical step, mostly rock but covered 

here and there by snow and dubious ice. This would have 

been fine at 5,000 metres but at 8,000 metres it needed 

superhuman strength. It took a good three hours to gain 

some 60 meters, some witk artificial aid. I fixed a part of my 

rope at the top of the step in preparation for the descent.' 

Next came 'a snowy step then a long traverse'. Deep 

snow, wind and storm hampered him. Finally the clouds 

parted, revealing the south col and Everest, with Cho Oyu 

them from seeing Cesen, but Ravnihar recalls his broadcast. 

'There's nowhere else to go! It seems that I've reached the 

summit!' Cesen had blitzed the wall in 46 hours. 

He had previously decided to descend his route rather 

than escape clown the easier, yet, for him, unknown west 

face and the notorious Khumbu Icefall, and had left his gear 

at the second bivouac. He reversed the crux rapidly, and 

gives no details in any of his published accounts of the 

climbing from the summit to 25,600 feet. Amid worsening 

avalanche conditions, he located the piton anchors left from 

1981 , and rappelled into the night. His third bivouac was at 

23,950 feet. Again he radioed camp, to check the weather. 

The forecast was for clearing skies, though Lhotse was 

engulfed in clouds and trembling from avalanches. 'They say 

I'm cool-headed but in that third bivouac my nerves nearly 

cracked,' Cesen wrote in the AAJ of his terror of being 

swept away. At midnight, stars appeared and he continued 

down, reaching the bottom at Sam on April 25th. 

Jannu had put Cesen on the map, letting him quit his job 

as a steeplejack to become a professional climber , but 

Lhotse made him. It earned him a Slovenian national medal, 

the Image d'Or. Messner nominated him for another Snow 

Lion Prize. The Italian gear companies Scarpa , Great 

Escapes, and Camp hired him as a technical advisor. At 

home, his climbing club gave him a job. Cesen also wrote a 

newspaper sports column, appeared on sports shows, made 

a climbing documentary in the United States, and authored a 

glossy book about his career. 

Journalists flocked to Cesen, too. When David Roberts 

visited his home in the foothills of the Julian Alps in 1990 to 

write an article, 'Sweetheart of the Himalaya ,' for Outside, he 

found Cesen exuding 'confidence and serenity,' and 

described him as 'movie-star handsome: six feet tall , lean 

but muscular. ' Writing for the British press, Stephen 

Venables found Cesen 'reserved, dour and intense ,' yet 

'quite genuine.' Nick O'Connell, author of Beyond Risk, a 

book of interviews of climbers , was impressed by Cesen's 

generosity and his 'Mr Mum' devotion to his children, wife, 

and parents, as well as his rock climbing talent. O'Connell 

watched him nearly flash a 5.13c sport route. Echoing the 

feeling of many who know Cesen, O'Connell also remarked, 
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'He's the kind of person you'd never imagine could lie.' 

Gossip that Cesen's ascents could be fakes started in the 

alpine huts and bars of Chamonix soon after his return from 

Lhotse. Some people couldn't accept that Cesen could climb 

so fast, so hard, so hi.gh, and so alone, and g,et so famous 
without proof. Who had seen him do the alpine trilogy, or 

his other solos in the Alps, they asked? Where was the 

photographic proof? On Jannu his camera had frozen [in 

some interviews, Cesen has said that his camera did not 

freeze but he simply chose not to use it - Ed), and no one 

from base camp saw him on top. On K2 he had soloed the 

south face to the Abruzzi Ridge , then descended that route 

on a day when many climbers were going up and down, yet 

none saw Cesen. As for Lhotse, aside from some 

unremarkable photographs showing hard-to-pinpoint views 

of the wall, and a summit photo showing Everest and the 

icy basin of the western cwm, all published in July 1990 in 

the French magazine Vertical, his only proof was his word. 

The wheels of doubt turned further. In Italy's AlpiRando, 

an interviewer, Mario Colonel, asked Cesen about Lhotse: 

'Your friends, did they see you reach the summit?' Caught 

off guard, Cesen bridled , saying, 'You ask as if you 

considered there was some doubt in the matter.' 

Within the scepticism ran more than a thread of envy. 

Cesen's big routes were mostly climbs coveted by 

Frenchmen. The French take their alpinism seriously. 

Perhaps Cesen's habit of snatching prizes from under French 

eyes was getting to be too much. 'They don't like it when 

they're not the best - unfortunately ,' Cesen jabbed. He 

remained aloof from the speculators. 'I know what I have 

done. I have always climbed for myself. It doesn't matter to 

me if you believe me, or if you don't,' he said defiantly in a 

1991 interview in Vertical. 

Doubts increased in November 1990, after a Russian team 

climbed the south face via a direct line, right of Cesen's 

route, to the summit. Harder and steeper than Cesen's line, 

it was done in heavy style - it took 25 men, two months of 

climbing, seven camps linked by thousands of feet of rope, 

and the use of oxygen after 23,000 feet to place Sergei 

Bershov and a severely frostbitten Vladimir Karatajev on top. 

After a press conference in Kathmandu , European 

magazines carried the news that the Russians had dropped a 

bombshell on Cesen by claiming the first ascent of the wall. 

An incredulous Pierre Beghin, France's most respected 

Himalayan alpinist, who was there to try the wall that 

winter, reportedly exclaimed to Bershov at the press 

conference, 'But what about Cesen?' 

'He didn't get to the summit,' came the reply. 

'But what about his photo of the western cwm?' 

'You can't see the western cwm from the summit of 

Lhotse.' 

The Russians also noted that between the point where 

Cesen's route hit the summit crest and the actual summit 

was a 1000-foot corniced ridge, an obstacle they doubted 

Cesen had climbed, and something barely mentioned in 

Cesen's published accounts. 

Bershov was cagey about accusing Cesen of lying, saying 

at the press conference, 'I don't say he did not reach the 

top, but if he did he is a superman.' Bershov confirmed this 

comment to me during a phone interview, aided by an 

interpreter, in 1993. In addition to Lhotse, Bershov has 

climbed a new route on Everest and has traversed 

Kangchenjunga. He remains adamant about what he saw 

from Lhotse's summit - Everest's southern faces and tents on 

the south col. He didn't see the icy basin of the western 

cwm, which from Lhotse's summit, he says, is blocked by 

the curvature of Lhotse's west face. 

As for the traverse, I was surprised when Cesen told me 

that he negotiated the ridge by climbing below its crest, on 

the south face, to escape the savage wind. I had 

photographed this ridge in 1988, through a telephoto lens, 

from Makalu, and saw a steep and fluted snow wall, 

Cesen's autobiography Sam - in Engl ish 'Solo '. 

overhung by house-sized cornices. Everything I've learned 

has told me to avoid climbing beneath cornices or on slopes 

on the lee side of the prevailing winds; such areas are prone 

to windslab avalanches and are often covered in deep snow. 

But that is where Cesen says he climbed, rather than taking 

the hard-packed snow on top of the ridge. 

In September 1990, when Cesen was nominated for 

membership to the exclusive French climbing club the 

Groupe de Haute Montagne, several members blocked his 
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'O'Connell watched him 

nearly flash a 5.13c 

sport route. Echoing the 

feeling of many who know 

Cesen , O'Connell also 

remarked , "He's the kind of 

person you 'd never imagine 

could lie. "' 

entry over the matter of proof. The most vociferous doubter 

was Ivano Ghirardini, a leading alpine soloist in the 1970s 

and early 1980s who achieved the first Alpine Trilogy -

spread over a winter - and whose solos included the south 

face of Aconcagua and the first ascent of Mitre Peak in the 

Karakoram. He tried K2 and Makalu alone , then quit 

Himalayan climbing, disillusioned by Asian bureaucracies. 

Prompted by the Russians' remarks, Ghirardini wrote a 

scathing polemic that appeared in Vertical in Janua1y 1991. 

'Alpinism in Perdition' berated Europe 's glitzy 

mountaineering scene with its televised and helicopter

supported ascents, sponsored climbers and media-created 

heroes. Ghirardini argued that new routes were no longer 

done for a love of climbing , but were motivated by 

commercial pressures. So distrustful was Ghirardini of the 

integrity of modern climbers that he proposed the creation 

of an international verifying organisation for alpinism, which 

would be 'independent of sponsors, specialised magazines, 

and other commercial interests.' The main thrust of the 

diatribe, though, was the accusation that Cesen had lied 

about Lhotse and other solos for material gain. 

'I always take the trouble,' Ghirardini wrote, 'to cany two 

simple cameras and several fil!T)S with me on all my 

important solo climbs around the world. Then I can produce 

pictures for anyone who asks. I don't believe Cesen is the 

poor, innocent Yugoslav climber he is made out to be. He 

is, above all, a professional alpinist, sponsored and 

sustained by manufacturers and newspapers. And as such, 

he is obliged to be irreproachable in the matter of his proof. 

'Without precise photos , close-ups that show him on the 

slope between 8,000 meters and the summit,' Ghirardini 

concluded, 'I don 't believe in his climb.' 

In February 1991 , Cesen defended himself against 

Ghirardini 's attack in a letter in Vertical. 'Mr. Ghirardini, you 

have gone too far,' Cesen began. He scoffed at Ghirardini's 

verifying commission, and created a hilarious image of 

Ghirardini as president, following Cesen by helicopter into 

the mountains to spy on him. On a more serious note, he 

rebuked the Russians ' doubts by saying they had no 

comprehension of modern alpinism, and that their old-style 

ascent represented 'a step backward in Himalayan climbing'. 

He implied that their criticisms were based on envy, since it 

took 25 Russians to climb a wall that he had 

soloed. 

Cesen also suggested that they might 

have been unable to see into the western 

cwm because, in autumn , a snow 

mushroom might cling to the summit that 

would block the view; in spring, Cesen said, 

this mushroom didn't exist. He also asked 

that since the Russians reportedly reached 

the summit at night, how could they have 

seen anything? 

Bershov's book about Lhotse , Let the 

Avalanche Go Around You, seems to answer this question 

by showing a photo of Everest glowing with twilight. The 

caption says the shot was taken 150 feet below the top. 

Imprinted on the photo is the time signature 4. 16pm. The 

western cwm is not visible. 

About his own ascent, Cesen was emphatic. 'Before 

climbing the south face of Lhotse,' he wrote in the letter, 'I 

knew that if I succeeded there would be someone who 

would contest the ascent, judged to be almost impossible. 

That is why I spent a lot of energy taking photos on the 

route and on the summit.' He also claimed, 'There are traces 

of my route because I left all my pitons.' 

Those words, printed in many magazines, would later 

return to haunt him. 

Beghin, with Christophe Profit, failed on Lhotse in winter 

1990. Rather than trashing Cesen, though, they defended 

him. 'I know the south wall of Lhotse,' said Profit. 'I've tried 

it three times. And I am convinced Cesen climbed it - to the 

summit.' 

They had other climbs in common with Cesen; Profit was 

his rival for the alpine trilogy, and Beghin had tried Jannu 's 

north face , but was beaten back by cold and great difficulty. 

Beghin was familiar with big Himalayan solos, too, having 

climbed Kangchenjunga alone. 

Beghin - killed in 1992 on Annapurna I - spoke for the 

conscience of climbing. In Montagne he decried Ghirardini 's 

attack. 'I always believed that one of the golden rules of 

alpinism was respect for the word of other people. 

Eve1yone is presumed innocent until proven guilty - as in 

law. Will we in future have to produce proof of our 

achievements? If we, as alpinists, allow suspicion to intrude 

among ourselves, then we lose part of our soul. Alpinism 

will pass into the hands of the codifiers, the verifiers and all 

the other standardisers. You say Torno Cesen never got to 

the summit of Lhotse? Well, I would like to know who saw 

Hermann Buhl on top of Nanga Parbat, or Reinhold Messner 

on Everest after his solo climb of the north face? It is my 

absolute conviction that on the dawn of April 25th 1990, he 

returned to the foot of Lhotse having accomplished one of 

the most beautiful exploits of contemporary alpinism.' 

The controversy was fed by European climbing 

magazines and mainstream newspapers , like the French 
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daily L 'Equipe, which covered the dispute. Ultimately , it 

became an embarrassment to French alpinism, even though 

Cesen was being defended by French climbers as well as 

being attacked by them. Quipped the noted Swiss climber 

Jean Troillet, a Cesen supporter at the time, 'Ah, the French. 

So good they are at slinging shit! ' 

The affair fizzled out in mid 1992. Cesen was voted into 

the Groupe de Haute Montagne, Vertical 's editor Jean

Michel Asselin declared in an editorial , 'Cesen is no liar,' and 

Ghirardini skulked back to the sidelines. 

In the summer of 1992, Cesen gave a lecture in Vienna to 

an audience of 1,000 admirers. He narrated slides, showed 

the film Ravnihar had made of him on Lhotse, and fielded 

questions. The host and interpreter was Reinhold Messner, 

who had nominated him for another Snow Lion Award. 

Although Messner was arguably Cesen's greatest fan, this 

was their first meeting. It went badly for Cesen. 

Messner detected strange inconsistencies in Cesen's tale 

of Lhotse. He showed photos of perfect weather, yet spoke 

of storms. Ravnihar's film - described later by Stephen 

Venables, who saw it at Cesen 's lecture, as 'a farce, like a 

propaganda film ' - showed no actual climbing on Lhotse. 

Few of the photos showed landmarks on the face , or Cesen 

climbing. Messner suspected that some photos came from 

Cesen's 1987 attempt on Lhotse Shar. 

Messner was baffled when Cesen said he had left no 

pitons on the wall above 27 ,000 feet , either for ascending or 

descending. 'I could not imagine descending this cliff 

without belays,' Messner said later. In earlier statements, 

Cesen had said he had left his pitons behind as anchors. 

When the audience asked Cesen how he acclimatised so 

done something difficult at high altitude. Here I saw a fresh 

young man coming down a hill. ' 

After the lecture Messner suggested to Cesen that he 

could escape all the doubts about his ascent by climbing a 

major route with partners, 'to show the world you can do it. ' 

Cesen replied , 'Nobody [else] can do these things, I must do 

them alone. ' 

'From all his answers I had the feeling there was 

something wrong,' Messner says now. He decided not to 

award Cesen the Snow Lion prize. 

With ten of the world's 8,000-metre peaks under his belt, 

Viki Groselj may soon become the third man to climb the 

fourteen highest peaks. In Februa1y 1993, he was preparing 

an exhibit of climbing literature for his climbing club when 

he came across the three-year-old issue of Vertical featuring 

Cesen's Lhotse article. Groselj hadn't seen the issue before. 

Slovenians, he said, usually look to German and English 

magazines for information. 

Groselj was surprised to see the Lhotse photographs 

because when Cesen returned to Slovenia in 1990 he 

publicly announced that he had none. 'My word is my only 

proof,' he said, and, being a national hero, he was believed. 

Accordingly, no meaningful photographs from Lhotse ever 

appeared in Slovenia - not even in Cesen's autobiography, 

Solo. This book shows only staged shots of Cesen climbing 

the glacier near base camp, and telephoto shots of him low 

on the wall, on easy terrain , possibly on Lhotse Shar. Since 

the wall is sunlit in these photos, and he embarked on his 

climbs late in the day when the wall is in shadow, it seems 

unlikely that these are from his Lhotse climb. 

Groselj , who regarded Cesen as 'the genius child of 

mountaineering ', knew 

'I always believed that one of the golden rules that Cesen had told 

journalists at the time of 

Ghirarclini 's attack that 

he had taken photos, 

but , trusting Cesen , 

Groselj had never 

probed this apparent 

contradiction. He 

experienced a feeling of 

deja vu about the photos 

of alpinism was respect for the word of other 

people. Everyone is presumed innocent until 

proven guilty- as in law. Will we in future 

have to produce proof of our achievements? If 

we , as alpinists , allow suspicion to intrude 

among ourselves, then we lose part of our 

soul. ' 

Pierre Beghin 

quickly - he summittecl nine clays after reaching base cari1p, 

while most alpinists need a month to adapt to 8,000 meters 

- Cesen said he had earlier been in Tibet. Messner later 

learned that Cesen has never visited Tibet. 

But a film clip of Cesen returning to camp after the climb 

troubled Messner the most. 'I've never seen a climber so 

fresh after an 8000-metre peak ,' Messner told me in autumn 

1993. 'You can see in the eyes and face when someone has 

in Vertical, though. At 

home, he sorted through 

his slides and made an 

astonishing discove1y - two slides attributed to Cesen were 

his. 'I nearly fell down ,' Groselj told me. 

One photo showed a fog-shrouded cliff at 27,000 feet , 

snapped by Groselj on the 1981 south face attempt. The 

other was the shot of the western cwm. Vertical had 

accidentally printed the image in reverse. ' I took this 

picture,' says Groselj , '500 feet below the summit, on April 

30th, 1989, when I climbed the west face. ' 

How did Cesen get the slides? Two clays after Cesen 
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returned from Nepal in 1990, he borrowed them from 

Groselj's wife, Cveta , while Groselj was climbing in Russia. 

Cesen wanted them to show his Italian sponsors where his 

route went, he said. At no time did he suggest he would 

portray the slides as his own. 

'Since I trusted him as a good acquaintance of our family 

I let him choose whatever he required. He returned them a 

few days later,' says Cveta. 

Now Groselj 's faith in Cesen was shattered. Groselj also 

suspected that a third photo, of a cornice described by 

Cesen as bei1:$ 'ht 24,600 feet , did not belong to Cesen. 'It 

isn't my photo, but I am sure that Torno got it from one of 

the other 1981 expedition members,' Groselj told me. 

Indeed, in 1981 Groselj had taken a nearly identical shot 

on the south face, 1,500 feet lower. He found it 

inconceivable that this lump of snow had not changed 

shape in nine years. He also noted that Cesen had described 

his route as being 150 feet left of the 1981 attempt, meaning 

that he could not have photographed the cornice from the 

position implied in the image. 'This means that Torno 

doesn't have any photo that is his above 23,000 feet ,' says 

Groselj. 

Groselj confronted Cesen and demanded an explanation. 

Cesen admitted he had borrowed the photos , but 

maintained that he had never claimed them as his own. 

Cesen blamed Vertical's editors for wrongly attributing his 

name to the pictures. Why did he submit the photos to 

Vertical, without Groselj's permission, in the first place? And, 

if it was a mistake, why didn't he alert anyone when they 

appeared in Vertical? He had excuses - the same he would 

soon tell others - but they did not convince Groselj. 

Groselj told his climbing club of his discovery, but his 

compatriots urged him to keep quiet. Cesen was the 

unofficial climbing ambassador of Slovenia, and 

embarrassing him would shame all Slovenian climbers. Still, 

despite the criticism of his club, Groselj went public with 

the story in April 1993, prior to his departure to climb K2. 

Cesen had to respond. In newspapers, on TV, and in a 

letter to the Mountaineering Union of Slovenia he denied 

any foul play regarding his ascent or the use of Groselj's 

photos. He told the Slovenian public, ' I have no 

photographs from the summit. I have said clearly from the 

beginning that I don't possess any.' 

He had indeed told Slovenia that in 1990, but some 

people remembered his defence against Ghirardini and the 

Russians in 1991. In Vertical, the Indian Mountaineer, Italy's 

Revista de la Montagne, in Slovenian newspapers, and in 

Beyond Risk, he referred to a summit photo (now known to 

be Groselj's) that he said proved his ascent. 'Many people 

have seen this photograph,' Cesen told an interviewer in 

Vertical then; 'It poses no problem, it is at the disposal of all 

who wish to examine it.' 

Among the few to see Cesen's photos was Stephen 

Venables, who visited him in Kranj in 1990, after Lhotse. 

Venables recalls that Cesen showed him about twenty slides 

taken on the Lhotse trip. None were action shots. Venables g 
I 

says that Cesen was 'very vague ' about the final day of @ 

climbing, but when he produced the photo looking into the 

western cwm Venables assumed he must have topped out 

from the wall. Throughout 1991 Venables defended Cesen 

against his detractors in Britain's High magazine. He had no 

idea that Cesen had announced in Slovenia that he had no 

photos from Lhotse , or that the summit photo would 

become so controversial. 

Dominique Vulliamy, a production assistant at Vertical, 

recalls Cesen as being distraught when he visited her home 

in Grenoble last summer. He had driven from Slovenia in 

the hope of clearing up the mess by persuading Vulliamy 

that the fault lay with her. 

The problem was, he said, a 'misunderstanding due to 

the language barrier,' and he offered Vulliamy a complex 

sce·nario. In 1989, after Jannu, he had proposed to her an 

a1tkle about Slovenian climbing. One climber he suggested 

writing about was Viki Groselj. Cesen never wrote the 

article , but he said that Vulliamy had phoned him after 

Lhotse, and asked him to come to France with photos from 

his ascent, as well as photos for the story about Slovenian 

alpinists, in which she remained interested. That was why 

he submitted Groselj's slides, he said. He blamed Vulliamy 

for accidentally mixing them with his own. 

Vulliamy regards that account as a smokescreen. 'The 

photos were never presented as being Groselj's. His name 

was not on them. And we never discussed, at that time, any 

other articles. How could it happen that the only photos he 

gave us by Groselj were from high on Lhotse?' 

Vertical 's editor, Jean Michel Asselin, also found Cesen's 

explanation hard to swallow. In January 1991 - six months 

after the controversial photos were published, and at the 

height of Ghirardini's attacks - Asselin says he had quizzed 

Cesen about an inconsistency in his Lhotse article: Cesen 

had reported fog on the summit, begging the question of 

how he could have photographed the western cwm? Cesen, 

Asselin says, explained that fog shrouded only the south 

side , and not Everest, 'so I could take that photo.' In 

Asselin 's opinion , this could have been instead an 

opportunity to inform Vertical of the mistaken use of 

Groselj 's photo. 

Another thing troubled Asselin. In 1990, when he noticed 

that the summit shot was a duplicate, Asselin had asked 

Cesen for the original. Cesen, Asselin says , said it was 

stolen at a lecture in Milan. Yet after the revelation by 

Groselj, Cesen told Vertical that the lost photo was not the 

Groselj photo, but another one, which Cesen took just 

below the summit. 

Summer 1993 got worse for Cesen. In June, Messner 

announced that he no longer believed him, that he was 

retracting Cesen's Snow Lion award, and that he planned to 

'erase his name' from his books. 

a: 
(!) 
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Then, in July , a dossier of evidence against Cesen, 

stamped with the seal of a legal interpreter appointed by 

Slovenia's Secretariat for Justice and General Administration, 

began circulating throughout Europe. Its author was Viki 

Groselj. 

The dossier compares Cesen's conflicting comments 

between 1990 and 1993. Citing print and TV sources, Groselj 

shows that in 1991 Cesen said he 'spent much energy taking 

photographs on the face and on the summit. ' In 1993, 
however - after the outbreak of the controversy over the 

photographs - Cesen denied ever taking summit photos. In 

an interview with the Slovenian sports magazine Ekipa , 

Cesen was asked, 'You did have a camera with you , why 

didn't you take photographs?' He replied 'I could go on 

explaining for an hour why not but I simply didn't. ' 

'He is getting mixed up into new lies,' said Cveta Groselj , 

who, with her husband, is considering making an official 

submission of the dossier to the UIAA. 

Cesen's plight inspired Ghirardini to pen a blistering I

told-you-so attack on Cesen in September in Vertical. In it 

he charged that Cesen also lied about the alpine trilogy and 

K2. Ghirardini claimed that the weather was bad on the 

dates when Cesen claimed he soloed the Eiger and 

Matterhorn, and he did not believe Cesen could make such 

rapid solos at night under such conditions. He also said that 

Above: A telephoto shot of Lhotse and Lhotse Shar from Makalu 
base camp. See over for an illustration of where the Cesen and 
Russian lines finish 

Cesen had altered his story about the times and 

circumstances of the routes. As for K2 , Ghirardini regarded it 

as 'totally unlikely' that Cesen could have eluded the many 

climbers ascending and descending the Abruzzi Ridge. 

Ghirardini accused Cesen and his sponsors of profiting 

from fraud. Cesen should be 'placed in the hands of the 

Slovenian police ,' Ghirardini said, and any photos he has 

from Lhotse should be 'examined by a criminal laborato1y, ' 

to check the frame numbers against the sequence of events. 

He further charged that Cesen is accountable for the lives of 

less experienced climbers who try to emulate his alleged 

feats and get into trouble. 

While Ghirardini 's questions about the alpine trilogy 

deserve answers, Cesen did provide an alibi for K2. Tomaz 

Jamnick, co-leader of Cesen's K2 expedition, confirmed to 

me that he saw Cesen nearing the Abruzzi Ridge on K2 at 

10am on August 4th, and spoke with him by radio. 

With his support flagging and the press turning against 

him even in Slovenia, Cesen raised his last defence in his 

claim of climbing Lhotse by citing an entry in the 1993 

American Alpine Journal. A month after Cesen's ascent, two 
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Americans, Wally Berg and Scott Fischer, climbed Lhotse's 

west face. Afterward, Berg was interviewed by Elizabeth 

Hawley, a Reuters news correspondent, in Kathmandu. The 

meeting led Berg to write a 'personal note' to the American 

Alpine Journal editor, H. Adams Carter , which Carter 

published. 

The note says that after the interview with Hawley, 'We 

were sure he [Cesen] had been there based on his 

description of the summit area , which Liz related to us a few 

days after she had interviewed him. Among other things, he 

described seeing an old orange oxygen bottle on a small 

platform just below the summit, which is a small snow 

cone. ' He also noted that the final snow cone was so 

precarious that he and Fischer belayed each other up it. 

Cesen told Hawley he had decided against standing on top 

of it, which Berg thought was a smart move for someone 

without a rope. 

Cesen says Berg's observations prove his ascent. Vertical 

magazine called them 'good news for Cesen ' . Messner 

dismisses the interview. 'There have been 50 ascents of 

Lhotse. Cesen could have asked someone what was on top. 

Why didn't he take a photo of the oxygen bottle?' 

Unfortunately for Cesen , neither Fischer , Berg, nor 

Hawley kept notes of those conversations about the summit, 

and today their memories are hazy. Fischer no longer recalls 

seeing an oxygen bottle at all. Bershov, who followed 

Cesen's final 150 feet to the summit six months later, says he 

saw no oxygen bottle . Berg stands by his original statement, 

Left: A closer shot of the top of Lhotse from Makalu base camp. 
The Cesen line appears on the ridge on the lett , illustrating the 
amount of climbing left to reach the summit. The Russian route -
also marked - reaches the summit more directly. Cesen's account 
of this long finish - at over 8,000 metres - to his route describes 
this as straightforward. 

saying that he walked out of the conversation with Liz 

Hawley 'feeling I had confirmed Cesen 's ascent.' And Carter, 

who visited Cesen in Kranj in 1990 after Lhotse and saw his 

photos, says that despite the controversy since then, he still 

has great faith in Cesen's integrity. 'I have known him from 

well before the time he became famous ,' says Carter. 'He 

made a bad mistake using Groselj 's photos, but I think he 

completed the Lhotse climb.' 

When I spoke with Cesen in October his tone was calm, 

although he had endured weeks of bad press. He spoke 

convincingly, though his version of events suggests that 

many people I interviewed are involved in a conspiracy to 

discredit him. 

When I asked him to explain how Groselj 's photos had 

ended up in Vertical with his name on them, he repeated 

his story of being requested by Dominique Vulliamy to 

bring some slides of Groselj 's to illustrate an article separate 

from Cesen's Lhotse piece. Cesen claims he told Cveta 

Groselj precisely the same thing at the time. He took the 

slides 'to help Groselj' get published in Vertical. He also 

says the slides were marked with Groselj's name. Whatever 

happened next was due to mistakes by Vertical , which , 
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Cesen says, the staff refuses to admit. 

Asked why it took three years before he admitted that 

Vertical had erroneously included Groselj's pictures with his 

article , he said, 'This was my mistake.' He said that at the 

time he was worried by Ghirardini's accusations and thought 

it would look bad if he raised the matter then. Did he take 

photos from the top of Lhotse? 'No,' he said, then added, 

'not directly from the top.' 

As for Messner's contention that Cesen had told him in 

Vienna that he 'd acclimatised in Tibet, Cesen replied, 'I 

never said this. I have never been to Tibet.' Cesen attributed 

his spectacular speed on Lhotse and his ability to acclimatise 

to 8,000 metres in nine days to rigorous training, which he 

says most alpinists don't do. His acclimatisation technique is, 

in fact , supported by other ascents. Viki Groselj himself 

reached the 8,013-metre summit of Shisha Pangma in Tibet 

just 12 days after reaching base camp. 

Cesen was enigmatic about the origin of the 1993 

controversy, blaming it on 'the fact that I don't have a good 

relationship with the expeditions commission in Slovenia.' 

He says the trouble began when he appeared on a TV 

sports show and criticised Groselj 's plan to climb all the 

8000-meter peaks, saying it was not at the forefront of 

alpinism. Cesen suggested to me 

fraud? If he had claimed any climb other than Lhotse's south 

face it probably wou ldn't , but great climbers have died 

vying for it. Messner dubbed the wall 'a climb for the year 

2000,' and Vertical termed the awaited ascent 'an orgiastic 

highpoint in the history of alpinism.' 

Tomaz Ravnihar, the film-maker at Lhotse base camp, 

who has been accused of being part of a pro-Cesen 

conspiracy to fake the ascent, explained away the scandal 

by saying, 'Tomo's success was too enormous, and this is 

the reason why mountaineering has suddenly become a 

matter of business and the reason Cesen needs evidence.' 

Whether one believes Cesen or not, the statement holds 

true. 

Climbing has changed since Maestri told his story. Back 

then, only honour was at stake. Today, climbing is more 

commercial. Reputations must be sustained to impress 

sponsors. For a handfu l of climbers, there is money and 

glory to be had. It may not be much money, and the glory is 

fleeting, but it can mean the difference between climbing for 

a living, or digging a ditch. 

By the time the Cesen affair played itself out a couple of 

months ago, the players were tired from a long feud. Fokus 

magazine in Slovenia had called Cesen's climb 'a swindle'. 

that Groselj and Tone Skarja , 

who are big wheels in the 
'Venables recalls that Cesen showed him about twenty 

expeditions commission, have a 

mafia-like monopoly on the 

funding of Slovenian 

expeditions, and that Groselj 

was trying to silence Cesen by 

publicly accusing him of stealing 

his slides and faking his ascent. 

slides taken on the Lhotse trip. None were action 

shots. Venables says that Cesen was "very vague" 

about the final day of climbing, but when he produced 

the photo looking into the western cwm Venables 

assumed he must have topped out from the wall. ' 

As for the burden of proof, Cesen says, 'I'm satisfied with 

this,' citing Wally Berg 's letter in the American Alpine 

Journal. Otherwise, he says, 'the future will show I climbed 

Lhotse.' 

Torno Cesen is not the first climber to be accused -

rightly or wrongly - of lying. The more I explored this affair 

the more it reminded me of the controversy surrounding 

Cesare Maestri , the Italian who claimed the first ascent of 

Cerro Torre in 1959. Climbers have long contested this 

climb, and subsequent expeditions have found no traces of 

Maestri's ascent. Nevertheless, Maestri still insists that he and 

Toni Egger battled their way up and down a futuristic route 

on the north face of that wind-lashed Patagonian tower. Like 

Cesen , Maestri lacks witnesses and photos , as Egger 

disappeared in an avalanche during the descent, taking the 

camera with him. Maestri cannot prove he climbed Cerro 

Torre , nor can anyone categorically prove he didn't. Maybe, 

for Maestri, the ascent has entered the realm of assumptive 

reality - he has said he climbed Cerro Torre for so long that 

he believes it, regardless of what the truth is. 

But what abm.lt Torno Cesen? Does it matter if he is a 

The BBC had reported it as a potential hoax. Cesen 

remained adamant that he had made his climbs. 'I really 

don't care anymore ,' he sighed to me on the phone. 'If 

people don't believe me, that's their problem.' 

Groselj was frustrated that the Slovenian Mountaineering 

Union had exonerated Cesen of intentional wrong-doing 

and blamed Vertical for an editorial error. 'I feel I am in a 

lonely place ,' he said, wondering if the criticism he endured 

for trying to topple Cesen, Slovenia 's icon of alpinism, was 

worth it. 

Maybe Cesen summitted on Lhotse and fearing that his 

lack of proof would undermine his claim, he tried to pass 

other people's photos as his own. Or maybe he only got 

high on the wall, and made the claim anyway. Or maybe he 

sat behind a rock beneath Lhotse and tricked his friends at 

base camp with a false radio message. Or maybe an 

elaborate conspiracy is afoot. There really is no way of 

knowing, short of climbing that awesome wall and 

searching for the pitons Cesen told me he left above 27,000 

feet. 

And I'll be damned if I'm going to do that. ■ 
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SOME INTERESTING CHALLENGES IN THE CAUCASUS 

Left: Dykh Tau in the 
foreground and Koshtan
Tau behind left. 
Left middle: William 
Donkin, an early Alpine 
Club pioneer, who 
disapppeared on Koshtan
Tau in 1888. 
Left below: A.W. Moore 
who joined Freshfield on 
the first 'sporting' 
mountaineering trip to the 
area in 1868. 
Right: Mick Fowler 
descending the 1903 
Pfann route on Ushba 
North. 

When the Golden Age ended in the 

Alps the men who knew went east 

to the Caucasus, Europe's highest 

range. With political restrictions 

gone, mountaineers are returning in 

increasing numbers. Jose Luis 
Bermudez - co-editor of On the 

Edge of Europe: Mountaineering in 

the Caucasus - describes 

six of the major traditional challenges ffi 
0 

and describes some of the area's ~ 
a: 

rich history. 
§ 
5 
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Tetnuld (4974m) 

Route: North face by the Scimitar ridge 

Grade: 4b 
Time: One-two days from a bivouac on the Nageb Glacier 

TETNULD IS SLIGHTLY off the beaten track for visitors to the 

Caucasus. It is not within easy reach of the mountaineering 

camps around which Soviet climbing was organised, but for 

anyone in search of an imposing summit with greater 

isolation than the more accessible peaks in the Baksan and 

Bezingi areas, Tetnuld is a good choice. It 's worth 

remembering, though, that walk-ins in the Caucasus are 

much longer than in the Alps, and the walk-in to Tetnuld is 

a long one even by Caucasian standards. And although its 

name means 'little white mountain ' in the Suanetian dialect, 

4,974 metres is not an altitude to be taken lightly. 

Tetnuld is on a spur of the main Caucasian ridge 

running due south from Gestola. The bottom of the 

featured route on the north face can be reached from Camp 

Bezingi in two long clays. It is a mountain journey that will 

appeal to the traditionally minded , crossing two major 

passes and ending up at a bivouac site near the foot of the 

steep slopes leading up to the Adish Plateau between 

Tetnuld and Gestola. This can also be reached from the 

Ingur Valley in Suanetia, reputed to be one of the most 

beautiful areas in the Caucasus, by a hard bash up the 

Zanner Glacier from Mestia, the capital of Suanetia. 

Freshfielcl made the first ascent of Tetnuld in 1887 by the 

south-west ridge. It is an easy snow route and still the 

Left: Italian photographer Vittorio 
Sella and his men at work 
illustrating Freshield 's 1896 
masterpiece The Exploration of 
the Caucasus. 
Right: Koshtan-Tau from the 
north . 

standard way up and clown the mountain. 

Longstaff and Rolleston repeated the route 

in 1903. They compared it to the Bionassay 

ridge on Mont Blanc, but rather steeper. 

Another good route on Tetnulcl is the north

east ridge (4a). This was climbed in descent 

by Schintelmeister, Moldan and Poppinger 

in 1931, warming up for their success on the 

Bezingi wall. 

On the north face there are two routes. 

The featured route, the Scimitar ridge, was 

climbed by John Jenkins and Michael Taylor 

in 1937. A direct line up the centre of the 

face was climbed at 5b in 1982 by five 

Soviet climbers led by Sergei Tjulpanov. It 

looks a fairly serious proposition, taking an 

uncompromising line beneath the serac 

barrier that runs across the top of the face. 

John Jenkins described the north face of 

Tetnuld as 'a perfect inverted parabola of snow and ice , 

crowned with a hanging rim of seracs,' comparing it to the 

Brenva face of Mont Blanc and the north face of the 

Jungfrau. The route he climbed with Michael Taylor takes a 

beautiful and compelling line up the prominent scimitar

shaped snow ridge on the left side of the face. 

Both the approach and the lower portion of the route 

are heavily crevassed and rather tricky. Once through the 

crevasses getting onto the ridge is relatively straightforward, 

apart from a dangerous avalanche funnel just at the foot. 

The ridge itself is classically sharp and angled at abut 50°. It 

merges into the snow and ice wall at the top of the face. 

The technical crux on the route comes near the top , in the 

ice gully between a rock band on the north-east ridge and 

the serac wall guarding the upper part of the face. Steep 

and icy rocks at the head of the gully will give pause for 

thought. 

Getting back clown is rather tricky. The easiest way is 

down the north-east ridge, but it has steep ice sections 

. which may be impossible. The first ascensionists traversed 

the east face before descending to the Adish Plateau. 

Certainly the easiest route would be down the south-west 

ridge , but this leaves one a fair way from the start. 

Bibliography: This route is not featured in the Bender guide, although the north-east 
and south-west ridges are. D. W Freshfield, 'Six Weeks Travel in the Central 
Caucasus' reprinted in Audrey Salkeld and Jose Bermudez, At the Edge of Europe: 
Mountaineering in the Caucasus (Hodder Headline, 1993) - account of first ascent 
and approach through Suanetia. J. R. Jenkins, 'Tetnuld Nordwand' reprinted in 
Audrey Salkeld and Jose Bermudez, At the Edge of Europe: Mountaineering in the 
Caucasus (Hodder Headline, 1993) - first ascent of Scimitar Ridge. See also Alpine 
Journal 50, 1938. 
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South Peak of Ushba (4710m) 
Route: Schulze route and Hodgkin finish 

Grade:5b 

Time: Three or four days round trip from a bivouac on the 

Gui Glacier near Mazeri village 

Descent: Abseil back down the route - with some difficulty 

w, !EN DOUGLAS FRESHFIELD, the earliest systematic explorer of 

the Caucasus, first saw Ushba he proclaimed: 'There was no 

mistake about it, the Caucasian Matterhorn was found at 

last. ' The comparison is topographically inaccurate. 

Whereas the ridges and faces of the Matterhorn all 

converge on its elegant summit, Ushba has two almost 

symmetrical summits. But, like the Matterhorn, Ushba has 

always been a mountain where ambitious climbers go to 

test themselves. Neither summit has any easy routes up it, 

and both have some of the hardest face climbs in the range, 

particularly on the west and north-east faces. The South 

Peak is the more inaccessible of the two, and at 4,710 

metres slightly higher than its partner. 

From the Gul Glacier - on the eastern side of the 

mountain - the obvious line of weakness is a long snow 

couloir leading to the col between the two summits. This 

was the route taken by the first ascensionists of Ushba 

North - Cockin and Almer in 1888. It is wildly dangerous 

and I know of no repeat ascents. In fact it is so dangerous 

that nobody in the Soviet Union believed that they had 

climbed it until Vladimir Kiesel found the note Cockin left 

on the summit in 1935. The next ascent of Ushba North was 

by the German team of Ffann, Distel and Leuchs in 1903. 

They traversed both summits, pioneering a new route up 

the North-East Ridge of Ushba North at 4a. 'fhis has 
become the standard route and is mainly on snow and ice 

with two steep sections of about 50°. Barely two weeks 

earlier, another German party of five climbers led by 

Schulze climbed a magnificent mixed route on the southern 

side of Ushba South, the route featured here and one of the 

finest and most challenging climbs in the range. 

Viewed from the south the obvious obstacle on Ushba 

South is the great barrier wall - the so-called Reel Wall -

separating the lower snowfield - known as the Cravat -

from the summit snowfields. It is here that the greatest 

technical difficulties are to be found , with several rock 

pitches of grade V and one of VI on the 150 metres above 

the Red Corner - the usual first bivouac site. On his first 

attempt Schulze took a 25-metre fall here and had to be 

evacuated unconscious back down to the Red Corner. 

Clearly made of sterner stuff, he successfully returned to the 

fray four clays later. Once the Red Wall has been overcome 

600 metres of relatively easy mixed ground lead to the 

summit. But fairly intricate climbing is required to reach the 

Red Wall. The route starts from the Gui Glacier on the 

eastern side of the mountain, climbing two couloirs and a 

short overhanging wall to reach the Mazeri Notch on the 

south ridge. From there a 100-metre descending traverse 

leads to the lower slopes of the Cravat, giving access to the 

Cravat Couloir - followed for 600 metres to the Reel Corner. 

Part of the appeal of the Schulze route is its winding 

nature. Those who favour a more direct line might care to 

repeat the impressive direct finish put up by Robin 

Hodgkin, Michael Taylor and Bob Beaumont in 1937. Their 

route does not traverse onto the south face at all, taking the 

south ridge direct above the Mazeri Notch for about 600 

metres to reach some reel towers at the bottom of the 

eastern edge of the Reel Wall. From here a narrow 

horizontal groove is followed onto the east face - a tension 

traverse was employed on the first ascent. Hard climbing 

up the east face then leads to the upper snowfield. It is 

doubtful whether the route has had a second ascent. 

Bibliography: Bender, pp131-134. R. L. G. Irving, Ten Great Mountains (Dent & 
Sons, 1940) - account of first ascent. Audrey Salkeld and Jose Bermudez, At the 
Edge of Europe: Mountaineering in the Caucasus (Hodder Headline, 1993) - Hodgkin 
variation in chapter fourteen. Vladimir Shataev, Degrees of Difficulty (The 
Mountaineers, 1987) - first winter ascent of Ushba by north-east ridge. 

Traverse of the Bezingi Wall 
Grade:5b 
Time: Six to ten days from the Austrian bivouac to Kel 

pass 

IN THE CAUCASUS the great peaks tend to lie on long ridges 

with few points of weakness. One of the distinctive features 
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of climbing in the range is the tradition of long traverses 

along these ridges, linking together several mountains and 

requiring a succession of bivouacs. Such traverses are 

extremely serious undertakings. They require prolonged 

stays at quite high altitudes, are hard to retreat from and, 

given the unreliability of the weather in the range, often 

involve either sitting out or climbing through stretches of 

bad weather. 

There are three great traverses in the Caucasus. The 

traverse of the Shkhelda Wall is one - first climbed by 

Nadeshdin and party in 1940 and repeated by Mcinnes and 

Ritchie in a thirteen day epic in 1961. The traverse of the 

ridge from Dykh-Tau to Koshtan-Tau is another - first 

climbed by Yevgeni Abalakov in 1938 and then repeated by 

him in the opposite direction eleven years later. 

But the greatest prize of all is the traverse of the Bezingi 

Wall - the great corniced knife-edge ridge that marks the 

boundary between the Bezingi Glacier and Suanetia. Over 

ten miles of hard climbing, mainly snow and ice but with 

two demanding mixed sections, the route crosses seven 

peaks and eleven summits with only one possible line of 

retreat. It was first climbed in 1931 by the Austrian team of 

Poppinger, Moldan and Schintelmeister in a six-day push 

with bivouacs all in ice caves. Since then it has been a 

Caucasus equivalent of the Eiger Nordwand, although with 

far fewer ascents. It's probably not worth setting out on this 

one if you 've got a plane to catch in the next couple of 

weeks. 

Lett: Donkin's last bivouac as drawn by H. Will ink from a sketch 
by Captain Powell. 
Above: The twin peaks of Ushba from the north . 
Right: Ushba from the west. 

The first stage is getting to the top of Shkhara Main Peak 

(5200m) from the Bezingi Glacier. This is most usually done 

via the north-east ridge, itself a pretty serious snow and ice 

route (4b) pioneered by Cockin in 1888. The route 

continues over Shkhara West Summit (5057m) to reach the 

technically most demanding section of the route on the 

west ridge. Difficult mixed ground leads to six rock 

gendarmes in close succession (the so-called Saw of 

Shkhara), all of which are taken direct. The route-finding is 

hard, with some tricky abseil descents before climbing to 

Pik Schota Rustaveli (4960m) , named after the twelfth 

century Georgian poet. 

The three summits of Jangi-Tau (5051m) are next. The 

East Peak offers the only plausible escape route on the 

entire route - down the north-east ridge (4b) , another route 

pioneered by Cockin in 1888. The West Peak marks the 

half-way point. Anyone who gets this far can take 

consolation from the thought that from here on the summits 

become gradually lower. But another difficult mixed section 

looms. After descending to the Chalde Saddle a rock arete 

leads to the numerous gendarmes of the Saw of Katyn Tau. 

All are climbed direct with considerable difficulty. Slightly 

easier ground leads to the summit of Katyn-Tau (4970m). 

The end is now in sight. A 200-metre descent leads to 

the Katyn Plateau, first reached by Holder, Woolley and 

. Ulrich Almer on their first ascent of Katyn-Tau in the great 

year of 1888, from which the relatively easy east ridge leads 

to the summit of Gestola (4860m). The west ridge of 

Gestola is descended to the north-west shoulder, and then 

Pt4310 is traversed to gain the summit of Lyalver (4350m) , 

whose north-east ridge leads back down to the Bezingi 

Glacier. 

The Bezingi Wall still awaits a Britisl-i traverse. 

Bibliography: Bender pp249-252. Erich Vanis, 'The Bezingi Wall' (Alpine Journal 72). 

MOUNTAIN 50 REVIEW 7 



.. . . 

MOUNTAIN 51 REVIEW 7 



Dykh-Tau (5198m) 

Route: Mummery's on the south-west ridge 

Grade:4b 
Time: Two or three days from a bivouac at the foot of the 

south-west face ending at the Russian bivouac on the 

Bezingi Glacier 

Descent: North ridge from the west - Cockin route (4b) 

ALTHOUGH TECHNICALLY THE easiest of the six routes featured, 

the Mummery route on the south-west ridge of Dykh-Tau 

offers the longest vertical climb - 3,000 metres from the 

north-east branch of the Bezingi Glacier to the summit of 

the third highest mountain in Europe after Elbrus and 

Shkhara. Dykh-Tau is a formidable mountain , not easily 

won. This route, and the descent route , are the easiest 

climbs on it. Both were climbed within a few weeks of 

each other in 1888 (with Mummery's the first ascent of the 

mountain) , the great year of Caucasian mountaineering, and 

both retain the same grade of 4b. Mummery 's route is 

predominantly rock, while Cockin's is mainly snow and ice. 

Mummery benefited from the presence of the great guide 

Heinrich Zurfluh who was a rather better rock climber than 

him and did all the intricate rou re-finding. 

The south face of Dykh-Tau has a distinctive 

architecture. Two prominent ribs separated by a steep 

couloir are the main features of the top of the face. The left 

rib - leading to the main summit - is the south-west ridge 

proper and the upper section of the Mummery route , and 

of several others. The right rib, which leads to the slightly 

lower East summit, was climbed by George Band and Mike 

Harris in 1958 at 5a. On the flanks at the bottom of the left 

rib are three pillars. Mummery's route takes a line to the left 

of the leftmost pi llar. A direct line up the left pillar was 

climbed in 1954 by members of the Spartak Sport Society at 

4b. The rightmost spur was climbed in 1959 by Alexashin, 

Koptev and Minin at 5a. Both these routes and most of the 

others hereabouts encl up the Mummery route. 

On the lower flanks of the south-west face a snow and 

ice couloir to the left of the leftmost pillar lead to a 

platform at the bottom of the White Wall (which is actually 

rather reel) and cuts into the face about halfway up. On the 

righthancl side of this a narrow ice couloir yields access to 

the main south-west ridge. The hardest climbing on the 

route comes next, as snow-covered slabs are followed by a 

160-metre wall . The difficulties continue on rock up the 

ridge past four sizeable gendarmes. Only the second is 

climbed direct. 

Above the last gendarme 350 metres of broken rocks on 

the ridge lead to the foot of the summit rock tower. There 

are two possibilities for reaching the summit. On the first 

ascent Zurfluh and Mummery took a direct route up the 

tower, taking in two strenuous chimneys. This was the only 

occasion they took the rope out! When Mummery called up 

to his guide begging for a rope , Zurfluh shouted down: 'Do 

you want to come up and get it , or shall I throw it clown?' 

Parties who've forgotten their rope can traverse 40 metres 

to the left and climb a couloir to reach the north ridge 

which is followed easily to the top. 

Bibliography: Mummery's own account is anthologised in Audrey Salkeld and Jose 
Bermudez, At the Edge of Europe: Mountaineering in the Caucasus (Hodder 
Headline, 1993), as is Band's account of his and Harris' climb on the right rib. 

Dykh-Tau (5198m) 

Route: Abalakov's on central pillar of north-east face 

Grade: 5b 

Time: Three or four days from a bivouac on the Mishi rgi 

Glacier to the Russian bivouac on the Bezingi Glacier 

Descent: North ridge from the west - Cockin route (4b) 

Tm TWO ABALAKOV brothers left an indelible mark on Soviet 

climbing. Yevgeni , the younger, was an expert at long 

traverses. He made the first Soviet traverse of Ushba as well 

as pioneering the Dykh-Tau to Koshtan-Tau traverse in 

both directions. Outside the Caucasus he made the first 

ascent of Pik Stalin in 1933. Vitali Abalakov also made his 

name in the Pamirs, with the first ascent of Pik Communism 

in 1933 - solo - and the first ascent of Pik Lenin in 1934. 

Both suffered during Stalin 's purges. Yevgeni died 

mysteriously in the late 1940s - the official story is that he 

had an accident in his bathroom - while Vitali spent twenty 

months in prison on charges of counter-revolutionary 

activity. Vitali 's greatest efforts in the Caucasus came after 

World War II and perhaps his finest climb was leading a 

party of seven climbers , including the prominent physicist 

Vladimir Kiesel , up the north-east face of Dykh-Tau in 

1954 . The northern side of Dykh-Tau is rather less 

welcoming than the southern, and the route remains a 

forb idding classic, technically demanding with more than its 

fair share of objective danger. 

The route is mixed , but the main difficulties are on rock. 

To balance things out, though, the sections on snow and 

ice are threatened by stonefall and avalanches, as well as 

by the big wall of seracs that overlooks much of the route. 

The route moves up the three principal rock features on the 

face - a large rock island at the foot of the face , a rock step 

just above it and the great rock mass in the middle which 

divides into the three pillars. 

The rock island and rock step are relatively 

straightforward. The real difficulties start at the icy Ebener 

Couloir separating the central and right pillars. It's steep 

and a stonefall chute. A short but hard crack leads onto the 

central pillar proper. The three tricky walls that follow are 

generally climbed with aid by Eastern European parties , 

although the 500-metre headwall at the top of the pillar 

goes free. At the top of the headwall the hard rock climbing 

is over, but there 's still a way to go. A short rock ridge 

followed by 300 metres of snow and ice slopes take one to 

the foot of a prominent barrier of ice cliffs. A nail-biting 
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traverse beneath these yields access to a hanging glacier, 

and then to the North Ridge. As with the Mummery route, 

Cockin 's north ridge provides the easiest way down. 

Bibliography: Bender pp276-280. 

Pik Shchurovsky (4259m) 
Route: North-west rib by Abalakov route 

Grade:5b 
Time: Th ree days round trip from German bivouac on 

Shkhelda Glacier 

Descent: South-east ridge (2a) 

THE SHKHELDA GLACIER is not short on formidable precipices 

of rock and ice. Walking up it one can see the north faces 

of the peaks on the great Shkhelda Wall - including the 

magnificently named Trade Union Peak and Building 

Workers Ridge. But once at 

the head of the glacier, at 

the German Bivouac on the 

lower slopes of Pik 

Woolley, the north face of 

Pik Shchurovsky takes 

pride of place. It is a 

stunning triangular wall, 

largely of rock but with 

numerous couloirs and 

snow ledges, as well as a 

large banging glacier on 

the lower third of the face. 

Pik Shchurovsky has 

played an important role in 

Russian climbing history. It 

was one of the first peaks 

climbed by Russian 

climbers , namely Golubev, 

Panutin and Frolov in 1913. 

The featured route, climbed 

by the great rock-climber 

Vitali Abalakov in 1947, 

was one of the first major triumphs of post-war Soviet 

mountaineering. It takes the north-west rib separating the 

north and west faces. Six years later he put up another hard 

route on the north-west face at Sb. The most direct route 

on the north face - up the buttress to the left of the 

hanging glacier - was climbed in 1962 by a team led by 

Kensitski , while in the same year, and shortly before his 

death, the legendary Georgian ice climber Misha Kerghiani 

climbed another Sb route between it and the Abalakov 

1947 route. But Russian hegemony on the mountain was 

broken when a new line was put up in 1970 by Hamish 

Mclnnes , Paul Nunn and Chris Woodall. They called it 

Centenary Climb. 

The route's difficulties are predominantly on rock and it 

is often compared to the Walker spur. Such comparisons 

should be treated with caution , though. There's nothing in 

the Caucasus to compare with the beautiful granite that's 

par for the course in Chamonix. The rock is chossier and 

has more of a tendency to fall off. The whole undertaking 

is also rather longer than the classic Alpine north faces. 

Although the route was climbed in a day trip from the 

German bivouac by Shaliko and a fellow Georgian in 1958, 

most parties would be doing well to get away with a 

bivouac on the way and one on the way down. 

Reaching the rib proper eases one into the hard 

climbing, with smooth and usually snow-covered rocks 

broken by small vertiql walls. Most parties bivouac on the 

Surka Kopf, a prominent shoulder on the north-west ridge. 

Getting it involves negotiating three tricky rock walls as 

well as a steep ice couloir. Things don't let up above the 

Surka Kopf. There are two more walls, including the 40-

Above: Koshtan Tau in the foreground with Mirsh igi and Dykh Tau . 

metre Brown Wall, and a stonefall-infested couloir before 

the summit ridge can be gained. The ridge itself is 

straightforward mixed ground. 

The descent, by the 1913 Golubev route, takes the 

south-east ridge with easy rocks followed by a sharp snow 

arete down to the Ushba Plateau at 4,000metres. But there 's 

still a catch - the heavily crevassed Ushba Icefall leading 

back down to the Shkhelda Glacier is Himalayan in its 

unpleasantness and usually rather dangerous, with deaths 

most years. ■ 

Bibliography: Paul Nunn, 'A Dream of Ushba' in Audrey Salkeld and Jose Bermudez, 
At the Edge of Europe: Mountaineering in the Caucasus (Hodder Headline, 1993) 
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Despite his small frame, Erhard Loretan is 
one of the biggest operators in Himalayan 
climbing and a true prophet of the alpine

style faith. Claude Remy profiles one of 
Switzerland's finest ever climbers. 

Translation by Myles Quin. 

T he figure advances , the snow up to his waist and a deep trench 

trailing behind him. His slight stature seems even smaller under 

these conditions. Without pausing in his effort, his eyes scour the 

vast bulk of the mountain ahead for some kind of reference point. 

Nothing. Except that high above and still so far , is an invisible line 

that separates earth and sky - the edge of the world. 

Countless hours later he arrives at the summit. Is he tired? Like 'difficulty', 

tired is not a word in his vocabulary. An immense inner satisfaction rises within 

him and , faced by the imposing landscape, several pearl-like tears roll down his 

cheeks. Respecting the silence of this kind of emotion, his two fellow tra~llers 

with whom he has shared the ascent arrive at his side. They ask themselv~s how 

any one human could be capable of progressing so quickly and for so long. And 

yet these two are themselves part of international mountaineering's elite. >> 
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>> The Pole Voytek Kurtyka and the Swiss Jean Troillet. 

Other equally respected mountaineers who have climbed 

alongside the 'small man' have asked themselves the same 

question. It remains unanswered. 

Returning to our trio. They are at the summit of Cho 

Oyu (8202m) having achieved the first ascent of the south

west face. Twelve days later the same trio create another 

new route on the south face of Shisha Pangma (8046m). 

Consequently, by the end of 1990, Erhard Loretan - he is, 

of course, the man in question - had eleven 8000-metre 

peaks to his name. All of them climbed without oxygen and 

in legere-express - lightweight and high speed - style. But 

for Erhard the tally has little importance. What counts is the 

friendship , the bond of sincerity which he has with those 

who share his exploits; adventures marked by Erhard's own 

characteristics - modesty and discretion. 

The small man does not talk a great deal. With an 

embarrassed smile he explains: 'Well , I've really nothing to 

say,' before adding, 'allez viens! It's a beautiful day. Have 

you seen the snowfall we had last night?' Snowboard under 

one arm and parapente on his back he promptly leaps off 

his balcony into 30cm of powder. In a cloud of white 

luminous dust he tears off down the slopes below his 

chalet nestling in the Prealpes Fribourgeoises. To interview 

the man who scales the world's highest peaks - 'faster than 

his shadow' according to the usual protocol - sitting 

comfortably round a table would be impossible. The only 

solution is to run with him in his favourite setting - the 

mountains. 

Loretan is a particularly laid back individual. He feels 

neither the necessity nor the desire to blow his own 

trumpet about his performances, neither before, during or 

after. Once the expedition has been successfully completed 

- which is, nonetheless, not always the case - he is content 

to return to his native Gruyere region - also birthplace of a 

famous cheese - and resume one of his two careers as 

mountain guide or cabinet maker, hoping to save some 

in a hitherto ordinary childhood. He reached the summit of 

the Dent de Broe which overlooks his village, It was, 

Erhard recalls , 'a key moment in my life'. The next year he 

became assistant guardian of the CAS' Fri.iclen hut in 

Kandersteg. Here he helped his cousin Fritz Loretan, a 

mountain guide and hut guardian. five successive seasons 

spent in the Bernese Alps during school holidays taught 

Erhard to know and love the mountains. In his free time, 

almost in a dream, he acquainted himself with 

mountaineering. Advice from his busy cousin was 

supplemented by reading books on technique. On the 

boulders around the hut he practised placing pitons; 

amongst the seracs and the crevasses he learned the use of 

axe and crampons. Naturally his full-scale ascents were 

accompanied. 

By 1975 he was leading friends as young as himself. At 

Chamonix he completed classic routes such as the traverse 

of the Aiguilles du Diable. On the 300-metre vertical walls 

of the Gastlosen - the cradle of his climbing experience -

he began putting up new routes. At this time, much of the 

equipment was 'improvised '. The pitons were dodgy, the 

ropes were worn and badly tied, the boots were too big 

and the grades, at best, hazy. 

He made most of his progress within a band of 

exceptional and extremely close friends, the Dzozets as the 

Fribourgeois were nicknamed. The 'wild ones' were always 

ready to party until the early hours and still equally eager 

for the off, wherever the destination might be. They 

included Jean-Maurice Chappallay, Bernard Balmat, Vincent 

Charriere, Jean-Claude Sonnenwyl - who was, up until his 

fatal skiing accident on the north face of the Dolent in 1983 

- Erhard's equal, and, of course, Pierre Morand and the 

beautiful Nicole Niquille, his girlfriend for more than ten 

years. 

Erhard became aware of top-level climbing through the 

books of Bonatti, Desmaison and particularly Messner's 

famous Seventh Grade. 

money for the next dream. 

'This allows me total 

freedom in both my aims and 

what I do,' he explains. 'And 

besides, having a job gives me 

a certain quality of life while 

giving me a strong desire to 

head off into the mountains.' 

Since Erhard isn't the type to 

'He made most of his progress within a band 
of exceptional and extremely close friends, 
the Dzozets as the Fribourgeois were 
nicknamed . The 'wild ones' were always 
ready to party until the early hours and still 
equally eager for the off , wherever the 
destination might be. ' 

Between 1975 and 1980 he 

augmented his experience via 

the hardest climbs in French

speaking Switzerland. When 

time permitted he hitched 

clown to Chamonix. Rock 

climbing was fine, but to be 

truly satisfied he needed the 

greater dimension of mixed 

and ice climbing. With limited pose himself questions , it 's 

rather hard to get any answers. If he does offer some reply, 

it is usually to speak of the merits of other mountaineers. 

So to know him better it is easier to journey with him 

through his past adventures. We must follow the thread of 

his career back to Bulle in the canton of Fribourg, 

Switzerland. 

In 1970, at the age of eleven, he reached a turning point 

information, except that a few rare parties had gone before 

them, he and the Dzozets swiftly accomplished several 

classic routes - the Supercouloir on the Tacul, the Couloir 

on the Dru - and opened a new route on the north face of 

the Droites. 

In the words of Pierre Morand, Erhard's closest friend 

from the crazy clays: 'When the rest of us , his seconds, had 
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given our all, it was only then that Erhard truly began to 

climb and to enjoy himself. In the worst conditions, at 

night, face with the impossible , he invariably keeps his cool 

and, with disconcerting ease, discovers the right route and 

the correct moves. He fears nothing, as though he were 

governed by an invisible and invincible force which 

transforms him into an exceptional being.' 

Another 'exceptional being ' who fascinated Erhard 

through his book and his great expedition was Herman 

Buhl on Nanga Parbat. At eighteen, he already wanted to 

go there. Perhaps a little prematurely, but wishing to know 

more about the Himalaya, he got in contact with Yannick 

summit, but the style was set. Erhard had found a setting 

where he could express himself fully. And n ex t? A 

succession of numerous and extraordinary performances 

and innovations of which we will list some of the most 

striking. In the autumn of 1984 he completed the first full 

traverse of Annapurna with seven and a half kilometres 

between 7,000 and 8,000 metres. This effort, lasting six 

days , was particularly testing and hazardous , especially 

during a descent hampered by continual avalanches. In 

1985, having conquered K2 , he achieved the first winter 

ascent of the east face of Dhaulagiri, accompanied by 

Pierre-Alain Steiner and Jean Troillet in the usual legere-

Seigneur in Chamonix. 

However, the great man was 

discouraging in the extreme 

with these 'k ids' who had 

dared to bother him. For a 

while the Dzozets postponed 

their plans for the greatest 

mountains. Instead , they 

'In the worst conditions, at night , face with 
the impossible , he invariably keeps his cool 
and , with disconcerting ease, discovers the 
right route and the correct moves. He fears 
nothing , as though he were governed by an 
invisible and invincible force which 

express style. 

1986 was a great year. 

Andre Georges, with whom he 

gets on 'like a house on fire ', 

suggested a project in the Alps, 

a project so outrageous that 

they dared not give it any 

preliminary structure - a 

winter traverse linking 

Grechen with Zina! via the 

decided in 1980 on a mini

expedition to Peru. This was a 
transforms him into an exceptional being. ' 

complete success, especially for such young mountaineers. 

Five mountains of over 6,000 metres, three of them by new 

routes. And this was just a warm-up. 

In 1982 Erhard got a call from Joos Norbert. He replied 

without hesitation but also with 'mind-blowing' emotion. 

'Yes!' 

He was going to Na nga Parbat and the impossible had 

become reality. 

Erhard was instantly at home on the Diamir face and 

without any problems they reached the summit. In his head 

the wildest projects were born but above all he wanted to 

return to the Himalaya. After this successful prologue 1983 

saw an even more unlikely tale: three 8,000-metre peaks on 

one trip. No one had even contemplated such a task 

before. 

Under the leadership of Stephane Worner , the 

Fribourgeois team set off with light hearts and great 

expectations. They were met with a month of storms but 

showed that it's not just the Poles who can endure such 

ordeals. In only seventeen days with ropes operating 

independently of each other, they climbed Gasherbrum II, 

Hidden Peak and Broad Peak. Each summit was devoured 

by Erhard, Jean-Claude Sonnewyl and Marcel Ruecli in the 

amazing time of just two clays for each round-trip. One of 

the keys to their inconceivable success was their 

lightweight alpine style. 

The dream was coupled with a concrete reality. It must 

be stressed that even after such a feat the Fribourgeois 

remained themselves. They didn't care for filling the pages 

of magazines or playing at being the latest stars. Erhard 

remained alone at the base camp of K2 for another month. 

Unfortunately, storms prevented any attempt on the 

Couronne Imperiale. All this entailed climbing 38 peaks, 30 

of which were over 4,000 metres and they did it in only 

nineteen clays. According to the protagonists , the greatest 

surprise of the operation was 'to witness the full-scale 

media support of the event.' 

Erhard was soon travelling again, this time accompanied 

by Jean Troillet, en route for the biggest of them all -

Everest. Afte r a six-week wait at base camp they tackled the 

mountain with an almost zero chance of success. 

Nonetheless the two performed miracles. Other talented 

hopefuls attempted in vain to follow the unstoppable pair 

who, despite the heavy snow, found the correct path with 

speed and ease. In the wake of the two Swiss lay a deep 

furrow and other climbers reduced to being dumb 

spectators. Forty-one hours after leaving base camp they 

were back although admitting that while descending they 

did some glissades-express on their backsides. This was, 

however, only one of the reasons for their immense speed 

in this faultless adventure far removed from the 

meticulously organised media-orientated mountain events. 

Bubbling with energy, Erhard contemplated climbing 

Everest and then Lhotse in quick succession. However, he 

finally opted to attempt the first ascent of the west face of 

Cho Oyu with Pierre-Alain Steiner. Pierre-Alain's fatal fall 

brought this expedition to a tragic encl. With no hope of 

help arriving, Erhard watched over his dying friend for 

three days, right up to his final breath. It remains one of the 

bleakest periods of his life . 

Alas, more bad luck was to follow. Erhard suffered two 

serious accidents, including severe spinal injuries and a 

fortunately momentary paralysis of his lower body. His 

miraculous recovery was carried out in much the same style 
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as his mountain exploits - at great speed. Much to his 

doctor's dismay he would frequently discard his corset in 

mid route if it was restricting his movement. 

In Pakistan, 1988, he reacquainted himself with extreme 

rock. Aided by Voytek Kurtyka he carried out, in fourteen 

days, the first ascent of the elegant east face of Trango 

Tower. For 1,200 metres, this immense obelisk rises directly 

towards the zenith. 1989 marked his second trans-alpine 

foray , for thirteen days in January , Erhard and A. Georges 

own favourites. And then, how can one compare different 

eras. Let's just say that Messner's solo of Nanga Parbat by a 

new route in 1978 was a visionary feat . Recently, Torno 

Cesen 's ascents of Jannu and Lhotse have totally 

transformed our understanding of physical performance 

and commitment. ' 

'And the race for the 8,000ers?' 

'It's a race which holds absolutely no interest for me, not 

even for the money. If one day I should scale all the 

climbed thirteen major north 

faces in the Bernese 

Oberland , including that of 

the Eiger. Despite the aid 

perfect weather conditions, in 

Erhard's opinion this type of 

adventure requires an even 

greater level of fitness than an 

8,000-metre peak. 

'Erhard suffered two serious accidents, 
fourteen , then great. But I'm 

not going to make it a 

personal quest. At the moment 

I've got other plans for hard 

routes with high altitude rock 

sections. The sort of question 

marks which excite my 

curiosity are things like 

including severe spinal injuries and a 
fortunately momentary paralysis of his lower 
body. His miraculous recovery was carried 
out in much the same style as his mountain 
exploits - at great speed. ' 

'What are your best memories?' I asked him. 

'They're all good. ' 

'Do you have any kind of fitness regime?' 

'In all honesty I never train, except through my frequent 

excursions to the mountains. Besides, I love fondue , 

chocolate and beer so much that I even take them with me 

on my expeditions. Apparently they're not very healthy, 

especially in large quantities. ' 

'And what about the financial side, the sponsorship and 

so forth?' 

'You've just got to get organised. It's never been easy. 

For our first expedition friends in the region helped us out, 

as well as selling off bottles of wine and postcards. As far 

as sponsorship goes , you shouldn't kid yourself, it's still 

hard work. Still, since 1985 fate has smiled on me and I've 

been able to head off once or twice a year. ' 

'How do you explain your success?' 

'Well , it's other people who say that sort of thing about 

me. I see myself as being quite normal, really. What 

surprises people is my small size - one metre 68 

centimetres and 85 kilos. With an excellent metabolism and 

a marathon runner's physique, I adapt very quickly to high 

altitudes. The higher I go , the better I feel and I've never 

had frostbite. ' 

'How do you manage to stay in such good shape?' 

'For that I do have a secret. I sleep little but soundly. ' 

'What problems do you face in the Himalaya?' 

'There 's no comparison between the Alps and the 

Himalaya. Over there, everything is larger, more costly and 

more complex. So you need greater resources and more 

time generally and the unusual environment detracts from 

your physical capabilities. But technically speaking, the 

8,000ers currently present little of an 'extreme' nature. The 

reports we hear are often distorted.' 

'What are the all-time greatest Himalayan expeditions?' 

'Quite honestly there are many, and everyone has their 

climbing all of the 8,000ers in 

one season which isn't unfeasible. However that kind of 

personal performance would be completely overshadowed 

by the vast burden of organisational and financial 

resources. Tomo's exceptional and exemplary successes 

hint at something completely different, perhaps the south 

face of Lhotse followed by a long glissacle to the foot of 

Everest followed by the south-west face. ' 

'What contact do you have with other mountaineers?' 

'You know, I don't have much time to think about them. 

Apart from those I climb with , that is. They are my true 

friends , I know I can count on them one hundred percent 

which makes me very happy and proud. Messner is 

impressive in everything he does and he also succeeds. I 

also admire him because he is not big-headed. The gossip 

one hears about him is pure jealousy. 

'The achievements of the eastern Europeans is also 

amazing. They lack many of the facilities we have but yet 

they often surpass us, much to the annoyance of the French 

who try to moralise at the climbing world - the unfortunate 

Cesen affair, for instance - instead of looking at their own 

failings. The French themselves are past masters at 

exaggeration. ' 

'How do you see the future of Himalayan climbing?' 

'It will be one of light, high-speed expeditions. Today, 

traditional 'heavy' expeditions need not exist. Besides, they 

. deprive youngsters of important funds. ' 

'What have you gained from your major ascents?' 

'A great, great deal. A better understanding of myself, of 

my friends and of the world and a sense of contentment.' 

'Why are you so unassuming?' 

'It's just the way I am. I'm not idol material. Besides, the 

higher you go the further you fall. I say very little and live 

the life which suits me. One clay I'll come down and then 

the impact will be less severe. Anyway , I've never felt 

comfortable with the media and big gatherings. I prefer the 

company of my friends. ' ■ 
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>> style required here. It provided the Glen Coe scene with 

a much needed alternative, somewhere to relaxe the aching 

upper limbs if not the mind. 

In the mid 1950s the Creagh Dhu were continuing to 

explore: Brevity Crack (1954 - HVS) on The Buchal by 

Walsh and Vigano; Boomerang (1955) on Aonach Dubh, for 

years a 'sandbag' at VS and now HVS by Cunningham and 

Mick Noon; and, back on the Buchal, Garrotte (VS) by the 

same team; the suberb Mainbrace Crack (1955 HVS) by 

Walsh and Smith; Pendulum by Walsh and Cunningham, 

subsequently freed in the 1960s by the new, strong 

Edinburgh team of Spence and Porteous at E2 Sc; and White 

Wall Crack (1955) by Smith and MacIntosh, subsequently 

freed by Brian Robertson in 1963 at El Sc. June of 1956 saw 

the start of Pat Walsh 's blitz on Slime Wall when with 

partners Vigano, Crawford and Noon he added five routes. 

On the Upper Tier the strenuous Bloody Crack (El Sb) was 

considered by Walsh to be as hard as any Glen Coe route 

whilst just to the right , Doom Arete (El Sb) was very 

exposed and poorly protected. Revelation, initially 

approached from Doom Arete, climbs the main wall via a 

flake crack and some airy climbing. Linked with Walsh's 

earlier Bludger's Route by Jimmy Marshall in 1957, Bludger's 

Revelation (HVS Sa) is a tremendous outing. Then came two 

girdle traverses with a reputation for difficult route finding. 

The higher Girdle Traverse is now graded El while the 

infamous and aptly named Nightmare Taverse is graded E2. 

The latter route defied many attempts to locate it and may 

even now not be properly described, probably partly due to 

Walsh's poor eysight and the fact that repeat attempts were 

made with the benefit of daylight. 

In 1957 the Creag Dhu re-discovered the Etive Slabs and 

five routes were added. On the stunning corner of Agony, 

Cunningham, Noon and Smith unfortunately used much aid 

but it was 1978 before the route was both clean and dry 

enough to eliminate the final points. The brilliant and now 

second most popular outing on the Slabs, Hammer, by Noon 

and Cunningham, went with a tension and the equally fine 

Swastika by Noon and Taylor required very long runouts and 

a bit of aid. 'Padding' had truly arrived, although the second 

quartz band on Swastika without modern sticky boots must 

have been a trial. So fierce was the route's reputation that 

after climbing Spartan and Hammer in 1975 a very young 

Cubby and myself abseiled off from below the first quartz 

band without even trying it, shaken by the traverse of the 

Moustache and put off by the guidebook description: 'the 

crucial quartz band pitches are climbed only on poor belays 

with no runners. ' Enough to strike fear into anyone's heart. 

Back in the Coe in 1957 , Edinburgh climber Jimmy 

Marshall was becoming a force to be reckoned with and 

amongst many routes, Bludger's Revelation and Pegleg (HVS 

Sa) on the Buchal and Spicier (HVS Sa) on the east face of 

Aonach Dubh stand out. More Edinburgh climbers joined the 

fray in 1958. A nineteen-year-old Robin Smith made his mark 

with the outstanding Shibboleth (E2 Sc) , a truly ·great climb 

right up the middle of Slime Wall and for many years a very 

serious and poorly protected proposition - one of the 

hardest routes in the country. As if in retaliation - inter

Scottish rivalries have always played a part in climbing here 

- the Creag Dhu team of Cunningham and Noon added the 

other big 'Hard Rock tick' to the Buchal when they finally 

solved the route-finding intricacies of the superb Carnivore 

on Creag a' Bhancair. 

Don Whillans had already cracked the serious first pitch 

with Cunningham but had to be content with an ascent of 

the route in 1962 when he added the now usual way via the 

Villain's Finish. Cunningham also added the nasty Bluebell 

Grooves to the east face of north buttress , a route which did 

not go free until 1978 at E4 6a and still maintains its nasty 

reputation. Another big route from this year was Marshall 

and Leaver's ascent of the very fine Trapeze (El Sb) on the 

east buttress of the west face of Aonach Dubh. Not only was 

there a healthy east-west coast rivahy but there was also a 

strong rivalry amongst the east coast climbers for Marshall 

had beaten Smith to a line which he had already failed on. 

The depth of the Edinburgh squad was further strengthened 

that year by Dougal Haston when along with]. Stenhouse he 

added Dingle (HVS Sa) to Crowbeny Ridge. 

The following year - 1959 - the Edinburgh team 

produced: the excellent Pontoon (El Sa) on the Buchal by 

the Marshalls and Moriarty; The Kneepad (HVS) on Gearr 

Aonach by Haston, Marshall and Moriarty; the big bold Hee

Haw (El Sb) on east buttress by Haston and Moriarty; and 

Lechers Route (El) on Slime Wall by Haston and Marshall. 

Better were to come though. Robin Smith and D. Hughes 

added the impeccable Yo-Yo (El Sb) to the North Face of 

Aonach Dubh, a line which had knocked back the mighty 

Whillans in less than favourable conditions. Smith teamed up 

with the talented big John McLean of the Creag Dhu and 

they aclclecl the magnificent True Finish (E2 Sc) to 

Shibboleth. This is reckoned by many to be Smith's greatest 

climb, a ve1y sustained and bold undertaking it is still held in 

great respect today. There were other east-west links when 

on Slime Wall Marshall and McLean added the superb 

Apparition (El/2 Sb) up the wall to the right of Shibboleth 

and also on the Slabs where Cunningham and Smith aclclecl 

the hard Long Wait (E2), a line previously tried by 

Cunningham and Noon and also by Whillans. A truly 

magnificent end to a productive decade which had put 

Scottish rock climbing well and truly on the map. 

The same could be said for winter climbing for the 1950s 

·saw a rise in standards and quality of route equal to that in 

summer. The ve1y fine and now popular N06 Gully 0951 -

IV) was added to the west face of Aonach Dubh by D.H. 

Munro and P.D. Smith. Eventual credit for Clachaig Gully 

0952 - IV/ V) went to Hamish Macinnes and R Hope , 

although the route had already been climbed by others but 

their claims rejected. 
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Up until this point the Creag Dhu hadn 't really got to 

grips with winter but .in Maclnnes they had a true exponent 

of the art. This was aptly illustrated in 1953 when in one 

incredible week, along with Chris Bonington and others, he 

accounted for Agag's Groove , Crowberry Ridge via the 

complete Direct Route and Raven 's Gully. All three are 

graded V with Maclnnes rating Crowberry the hardest, then 

Agag's and lastly Ravens. Ravens is now a classic whilst the 

others are virtually ignored. Also of note this winter was the 

addition of No4 Gully (III/ IV) to Aonach Dubh by the 

formidible rock team of Joe Brown and Don Whillans. 

Shadbolts Chimney 0955 - IV) went to D. and R. Goldie to 

give a hard and rarely climbed route and Len Lovat started to 

capitalise on his summer knowledge of the Coe with routes 

such as Hidden Gully 0955 - III/IV) and the superb 

Scabbard Chimney (1956 - IV) climbed with Jimmy Marshall 

who was to later produce many fine and excellent winter 

climbs, particularly on the Ben. 

In 1957 Cunningham and Noon made a brief foray into 

the Glen Coe winter new routes scene when they climbed 

Deep Gash Gully (IV), and two parallel routes were added to 

the Buchal's Cuneiform Buttress on the same day by 

Edinburgh 's two arch rivals and main exponents of the 

winter art - Long Chimney (IV) by Smith and Leaver and 

Ordinary Route (IV) by Jimmy Marshall, Mill and Ritchie. 

Shortly afterwards, Jimmy's brother Ronnie , along with J 
Stenhouse, climbed a ve1y good and hard mixed route by 

following the summer line of North Face Route (V) on the 

Buchal. The winters of 1958 and 59 saw some good routes 

added but the most signifcant offering was John McLean and 

Mick Noon 's Direct Route (IV) on Bidean 's Diamond 

Buttress. The relative lack of attention in winter that Glen 

Coe was receiving is best explained a short list of the routes 

being done on the Ben at the time: Zero Gully 0957), Minus 

Two (1959), The Long Climb 0959) , Hadrian's Wall 0959), 

Point Five (1959) and the Tower Face of The Comb 0959). 

And this was to continue with Orion Direct and Smith 's 

Route both in 1960 with the two arch rock rivals, Smith and 

Marshall, teaming up. 

New route activity continued on through the 1960s 

unabated, slightly exceeding the previous decade's total to a 

final figure of over 220. Competition was again fierce. On the 

east face of Gearr Aonach, Smith and Ritchie climbed a bold, 

hard route with difficult route finding. Marshall had already 

failed on the line so they called it Marshall 's Wall (1960 - E2 

Sb) , and the route has since seen off many would-be 

ascensionists. There were still good classics to be found such 

as Central Grooves (1960 - VS) by B1yan and Robb on Stob 

Coire nan Lochan and the slabs had more routes added: The 

Pause, Jaywalk, Grasshopper, again utilising aid. Smith and J 

Gardiner added the bold Big Top 0961 - El Sa) to east 

buttress to give the area yet another outstanding climb. Smith 

completed the Girdle of the north face of Aonach Dubh 

(1962 and now free at E2 Sb) with Robin Cambell, Haston 

and MacNiven. This was to be Smith's last route in the Coe 

before his untimely death on Pik Communism in The Pamirs. 

On the Slabs, John McLean and Bill Smith added the 

brilliant Long Reach 0963 - El Sb) whilst the following year 

Haston and Campbell climbed The Big Ride, freed by Rab 

Carrington and Ian Nicolson in the 1970s,and now E3 Sc. 

Also here in 1965, the very bold Valkyrie (E3 Sb) was 

climbed by Brian Robertson and Fred Harper. Other names 

were emerging: Jim Brurnfitt, Dave Bathgate, Bug McKeith, 

Jim Renny and Ian MacEacheran. The Edinburgh Squirrels 

were developing into a force to reckoned with. 

The brothers Marshall showed that they were not out of 

the picture when they added Sideshow to the east buttress in 

1966. Close by , Cunningham and McLean climbed the 

futuristic wall left of Trapeze wih some aid, the line being 

superceded by Bannockburn in 1977 (E4 6a). In 1967 

Marshall was back, climbing the excellent Unicorn (El Sa) 

with Campbell on Stob Coire nan Lochain, beating another 

pair, Rowe and Sproul , to the route who had to make do 

with The Duel (HVS) on Summit buttress. Aid climbing was 

in fashion and influenced by routes and events elsewhere 

this crept into the Coe. Amongst some of the mixed free and 

aid climbs were Flip-Out by Bathgate and Ewing up the left 

wall of Ossian Cave 0967 and now free at E2) and Freakout 

0967 and now free at E4 6a) by Bathgate and McKeith as 

well as the line now taken by The Clearances. The 

Edinburgh Squirrels were joined by Ken Spence and John 

Porteous who as well as making many good repeats, added 

routes of their own. The Late Late Show 0967 - HVS) on 

Gearr Aonach and the little known about Tumbler (1968 -

HVS) on east buttress, and Lecher's Direct (1968 - E2) on 

Slime Wall. Spence also climbed the line now taken by 

Massacre at E3 on the north face of Aonach Dubh but this 

was marred by two points of aid on what he considered to 

be a free route, so he never recorded it - exemplary tactics 

by one of the then and later leading lights in Scottish 

climbing. The ranks of the Creag Dhu were swelled by John 

Jackson and Rab Carrington who climbed the very hard and 

serious Pinch (1968 - E3 Sc) on the Etive Slabs. John Hardie 

and Wu] Thomson spent some time adding routes to the 

summit cliffs of Bidean, coming away with the prized 

Kingpin 0968 and now free at E3 6a). Others appeared, Con 

Higgens with Blind Pew, Fall-Out, Snowbas and the talented 

Ian Nicolson of the Creag Dhu who teamed up with Spence 

for the fine Yammay (E2 Sb) on the Buchal. Along with 

Higgens, Nicolson gave the Rannoch Wall and the Coe one 

of it 's best HVSs, Line Up. They also added the fine 

Apocalypse (1969 - E3 Sc) to Slime Wall , a big, bold and 

intricate route with two Sc and one Sb pitches. The solitary 

aid point lasted until 1976 when freed by Willie Todd and 

Nick Donelly. ■ 

In the next issue, Rah Anderson concludes the history of Glen 

Coe, beginning with the winter of 1969. 
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BIYOND RISK 

CONVERSATIONS \VITH CLIMBERS 

NICHOLAS O'CONNELL 

[DIADEM , £15.99] 
I looked forward to reading this book. It 
contains inte1views with seventeen of the 
most prominent climbers in the second 
half of this centu1y. Just about everybody 
will have a personal hero represented 
here, from grand old men like Riccardo 
Cassin, Walter Bonatti and Edmund 
Hillary to contemporaries like Torno 
Cesen and Catherine Destivelle. 
O'Connell's selection is catholic. 
Himalayan climbers are there, of course, 
but so too are climbers more famous for 
their activities on the big walls - Warren 
Harding and Royal Robbins. Extreme rock 
climbers have their say - Peter Croft and 
Wolfgang Gi.illich. Sports climbers are 
represented by Lynn Hill and one side 
of the personality of Wolfgang, to whose 
memory the book is dedicated. Each 
interview is prefaced by a brief biogra
phy and assessment and there is a seven
page introduction which gives a potted 
history of mountaineering intended to 
place the achievements of the individuals 
interviewed into context. 

But despite this initial promise the 
book is a bit of a struggle to get through. 
Part of the problem is that interviews do 
have a tendency to seem monotonous 
when read in quick succession. It is diffi
cult for sets of questions and answers to 
command the attention in the way that 

continuous well-written prose can do. 
And of course there is always the prob
lem that people who do interesting and 
exciting things often do not have 
anything panicularly interesting and excit
ing to say about them. 

Even making allowances for this, one 
might feel that O'Connell has not made 
the most of his opportunities here. The 
obvious danger, particularly when one is 
dealing with people as frequently inter
viewed as Reinhold Messner and Chris 
Bonington, is of getting set-piece 
responses. The only way to avoid this is 
if the inte1viewer takes control and forces 
his subjects to think on their feet. 
O'Connell seems rather unwilling to do 
this , however. The interview with Kurt 
Diemberger is a good example. 
O'Connell asks Diemberger how he was 
affected by Hermann Buhl's death on 
Chogolisa in 1957. To which Diemberger 
replies: 'I thought about it a lot. It was 
always on my mind. But I didn't stop 
climbing.' 

This is screaming out for some search
ing follow-up questions. But O'Connell 

just asks the rather anodyne question 'Diel 
you intend to return to the Himalaya?' 
The same thing happens again when the 
topic of the 1986 K2 tragedy crops up. 

Of course, O'Connell is free to reply 
that it would be disrespectful to his 
subjects to press them too hard on 
matters so obviously traumatic. But this is 
to miss the point. Good interviewers 
cannot afford to be too respectful. They 
have to push the people they are talking 
to in directions in which they often do 
not want to go. It seems daft to go all 
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the way to Slovenia to interview Torno 
Cesen without asking some pretty force
ful questions about the accusations that 
he never climbed Lhotse. 

Similarly, we want to know more 
about Messner's quarrel with Peter 
Habeler. The closest O'Connell seems to 
come to this sort of probing is when he 
asks Jeff Lowe if he is 'romant ically 
involved with Catherine Destivelle'. There 
are too many missed opportunities here, 
and the result is a collection of interviews 
that often seem interchangeable. 

Nonetheless, this book does have its 
good points. One of them is that it 
features people who might not be as weU 
known as d1ey should be in British clin1b
ing circles. Jean-Claude Droyer is a case 
in point. He was one of the prime insti
gators of the revolution in French rock 
climbing that put free climbing back on 
d1e map on the Continent and that ended 
up wid1 the modern spon-climbing ethos. 
His worries about the direction rock 
climbing has taken are interesting -
although once again one feels that he 
could have been pressed a little harder. 
Amongst Himalayan mountaineers Voytek 
Kurtyka is long overdue for recognition 
for his alpine-style ascents, and he 
certainly emerges well from this inter
view. It is interesting too to read what 
some of America's more prominent 
climbers have to say, particularly Pete 
Croft who has taken the art of soloing to 
outrageous extremes. There will always 
be a market for books like this , and I 
would cenainly not advise against buying 
it. But I suspect that many readers will 
be left wim a sense mat much more could 
have been achieved. 
Jose Luis Bermudez 

SIORIIS Off THI WAIi 
BY JOHN ROSKELLEY 

[THE MOUNTAINEERS, $22.95] 
John Roskelley, who once claimed he 'd 
rather 'floss my dog's teed1' than attend a 
meeting of the American Alpine Club, 
has long been renowned as America's 
most contemptuous, contemptible and 
controversial climbing character. 
Egotistical, irreverent, and impeccably 
talented, Roskelley's position as one of 
the nation 's best mountaineering writers 
is confirmed in his latest book Stories Off 
the Wall. 

This book is about a climber, sure. But 



it 's more of an intimate travelogue 
through the years of one man as he 
grows, gains experience, and impatiently 
pursues life. The book is divided into 
fourteen chapters, each describing a 
different adventure, each with its own set 
of unique circumstances, and, generally, 
with unique sets of characters. Not all the 
stories revolve around climbing, nor need 
they to generate an impact. 

For example, 'The Alt of Risk' includes 
no mountaineering, just a sto1y in which 
Roskelley nearly walks into the blades of 
an aeroplane's propeller that would have 
'splattered his brains against the side of a 
plane.' No reason , no rhyme for it. We 
cheat death in instances , Roskelley 
concludes, and all life can be, essentially, 
dangerous. 

Other tales tell about hunting in north
ern Idaho and working in a coal mine. 
But climbing trips , far and wide, on ice 
and rock, with friends and (cough, 
cough) friends , make up the bulk of the 
text. Each climb gets that Roskelley touch. 
Fears, motivations, and simple frustration 
are all melded together into marvellous 
and poignant stories about moun
taineering. 

Roskelley doesn't deserve all the credit 
for this book. The folks at the 
Mountaineers deserve a hand as well. As 
usual , their book feels , looks and smells 
like a high-quality mountaineering book 
should; a sharp contrast to some of the 
flimsy, crummy paperbacks being 
churned out elsewhere in the climbing 
publishing world. Stories Off the Wall is 
a joy to look at, thumb through, and, of 
course, read. 
Cameron M. Burns 

HANDS DI A CIIMBIR 

A LIFE OF COLIN KIRKUS 

[ERNEST PRESS, £15.951 
In the foreword to this enthusiastic biog
raphy of Colin Kirkus , Alan 'A. B.' 
Hargreaves, his close friend and climb
ing companion, makes reference to 
Kirkus' climbs being accomplished 'with 
no immoral initiation on a top rope from 
above'. This stark and unequivocal state
ment perfectly illustrates tl1e age of climb
ing principle and innocence which was 
the preserve of Kirkus and his contem
poraries. 

The seductive quality of nostalgia is 
repeatedly emphasised and its discussion 

is largely irrelevant here, but to Dean's 
credit the reader is never allowed to 
wallow in the appeal of a less compli
cated, cleaner age but is initiated into its 
simplicity through an appreciation of the 
climbing personalities who were its cham
pions. 

Kirkus emerges as a worthy ambas
sador of the ideals and preoccupations 
of British rock climbing in tl1e 1920s and 
1930s. His physical strength and 
endurance are well-documented - often 
cycling from Liverpool to Snowdonia, 
climbing in all weathers and conditions 
without the benefits of modem clothing 
or protection, enduring the monotony of 
his job as an insurance clerk to find the 
climbing which sustained him spiritually 
and at which he excelled. Despite his 
remarkable achievements, Kirkus 
remained a man of humility and gentle
ness, as keen to initiate novices into the 
delights of the mountains as to substan
tiate his own unparalleled reputation. 

The affection and regard everywhere 
in the book transcend its chronology -
the camaraderie between Kirkus and his 
closest circle of climbing companions 
McPhee, Hargreaves, Bridges, Linnell and, 
latterly, Edwards, is almost tangible. The 
numerous extracts from letters and 
conversations serve a dual purpose - to 
recall events and to reveal the curiously 
endearing gentlemanly intimacy which 
existed between the men. There is over
whelming evidence of painstaking 
research by Dean but his attempt to place 
the events of Kirkus ' life within the 
context of existing social mores is some
what less successful. 

Hands of a Climber is a richly detailed 
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account of the life of a man whose quiet 
passion for the mountains produced 
some of the most lyrical routes of his 
time. Everything from the cover to the 
absorbing black and white photographs 
bears the stamp of the enthusiast. Dean 
know and loves his subject. His written 
style is not always an effective medium 
for this enthusiasm, being sometimes 
ponderous and repetitive and faring 
particularly badly when juxtaposed with 
extracts from Jim Perrin's Menlove. 
However, it is the scrupulousness of the 
author's intention which remains with tl1e 
reader at the last. 
Va/ R andall 

MINIDVI 

JIM PERRIN 
[THE ERNEST PRESS, £9.951 
It is asking for u·ouble, or at the very least 
a yawn or two, to start a review in this 
age of video games and fast food with 
some thoughts on Greek tragedy , but 
what the hell. Aristotle famously 
explained the difference between 
Sophocles and Euripides by suggesting 
tl1at the former presented life as it should 
be , while the latter told it how it is. 
Undemeatl1 the dedications to this second 
edition of Jim Perrin's biography of the 
great pre-war rock climber Menlove 
Edwards is a quotation from Euripides' 
Hippolytus that encapsulates the agony 
of what it sometimes means to be a 
human being: 

'There are many who know virtue. We 
know the good, we apprehend it clearly. 
But we cannot bring it to fruition.' 

TI1is book is about the differences of an 
individual excluding him from the nour
ishment of social acceptance. It's also 
about climbing , and about climbing's 
restorative powers, its ability to allow us 
our own psychological exploration and 
catharsis. But it's mainly about ilie former. 

Was Edwards victim or originator of 
his own agonising life? Did those who 
knew virtue but did nothing to bring it 
to fruition hand him the cyanide that 
finally ended the pain in such a painful 
manner? There is no clear answer to this 
question and it should not be sought, but 
there is no doubt that society is to blame 
in some degree, and by society I mean 
the collective, behind-me-hand snickering 
at differences that should be celebrated. 
And, as Perrin observes in his Preface to 
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the second edition, things have taken a 
depressingly downward turn of late. 

How many gay climbers do you know? 
What did you think of the failure of 
Edwina Currie's amendment to have the 
age of consent for homosexuals lowered 
to the age of sixteen? Stephen Milligan's 
lonely death seemed to make no impres
sion on the stupid, homophobic men 
who allegedly govern this country. Do 
they have so little compassion? Menlove 
was not short of it. In the sermon 
Edwards preached at his brother's church 
in March 1935 he said: 

' ... we find that certain people, through 
no fault of their own have their feelings 
of love towards people of their own sex. 
Are we going to use our little rules and 
despise and punish these people, or are 
we to let the rule look out for itself and 
try to understand and help these people. 
It is no use shutting our eyes to these 
things. If people are in difficulties we 
must understand and uy to help. ' 

Imagine being a homosexual man or 
woman sitting in the congregation of a 
small Shropshire village; what comfort 
you would have found in these words! 
Here, truly, was a man who knew the 
good. He could also be infuriating in his 
morality , self-pitying, ungrateful and 
emotionally immature, but then which of 
us isn't at one time or other. 

I have listened to the arguments of 
some that Perrin 's biography is too 
persuasive in its argument. Another who 
suffered for his homosexuality , Oscar 
Wilde, obse1ved that the great thing about 
history is that it can be re-written. That 
has not occurred here. Rather, Perrin has 
pursued a line of argument in the manner 
of the eighteenth centu1y biographer -
which is unsurprising given Perri.n's inter
est - rather than simply chronicle. 

He recreates the world of Edwards' 
time effortlessly. That is not to say that 
the book lacks passion - the reverse is 
obviously true - but rather that there is a 
structural integrity more usually found in 
a novel or a play. Except, of course, that 
this tragedy happened. It is also written 
beautifully, is quite peerless in moun
taineering biography and an excellent 

example of the type generally. I often 
find reading a book for the second, or in 
this case third time that the art makes 
more of an impression than the content 
but the final , appaling spiral of Menlove's 
life leaves me as tearful now as it did 

originally. It must have cost the writer so 
much more. 

One can only hope that this book 
does not stand alone - apart from the 
excellent collections of essays - for much 
longer. Those with talent have a respon
sibility to those who can only read and 
admire. 
Ed Douglas 

CIIMBING ANCHORS 

JOI-IN LONG 

[CHOCKSTONE PRESS, $9.95] 
There is almost no other writer in 
America who can tell a st01y like John 
Long. And, while his understanding of 
the mechanics of climbing equipment is 
superb, it is his anecdotes sprinkled 
throughout Climbing Anchors that make 
this book a great read and not just 
another 'how to ' cookbook. 

Climbing Anchors is Long's third instal
ment in a series on how to do just about 
anything on a cliff. It covers every type of 
gear, feature or u·ick that will hold bodies 
safely against a rock, from trees and 
horns to bolts and fixed pitons to 
equalised nut matrices. 

Physically, the book is divided into two 
departments, as are anchors themselves: 
simple or passive anchors, and complex 
anchors. 'Simple Anchors ' describes 
everything from slings looped round 
chockstones and plants to nuts , friends, 
and all the gadgetry in between. 
Especially handy are Long 's lengthy 
descriptions of stopper and camming 
device placements. The situations all of us 
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place them in vary so greatly and, accord
ing to Long, not all those unique place
ments are safe. In fact, many are quite 
marginal. 

Long even gives the illustrated lecture 
on the histo1y of the bolt. It sounds dull, 
but is quite fascinating. Anyone who's 
ever gazed wide-eyed while fastening 
their body to some ancient piece of rusty 
shrapnel on the Nose or Lost Arrow Spire 
will be intrigued to read this section. 

The other major area covered is 
'Complex Anchors', something every 
climber should read every winter before 
the spring climbing season rolls around. 
This section covers all those sca,y anchors 
that have a bunch of small stoppers 
opposing a middling friend , tied off to 
an okay-looking block, and all wrapped 
up with a bunch of slings. 

You know, complex anchors. 
We've all created such monsters at 

times, but never really known if they'll 
work in moments of dire need. Long 
gives a description of how they should 
perform under stress, and more impor
tantly, how you should be creating such 
anchors so you won't have to wonder. 
Better still is an entire section of the book 
dedicated to showing anchor set-ups, 
good ones, bad ones, and okay for one
pitch onlys. 

While tl1e how-to advice is exceptional, 
Climbing Anchors is pure Long, making 
it a delight to read. Rather than just rant
ing like a wall climber near a sheep pen, 
I decided to simply quote a few samples 
for the reader to judge for himself: 

'When it comes to nuts, the ideal place
ment may be as elusive as the blue moon 
or the perfect spouse;' 

'If a micro is the only nut separating 
you from eternity on bleak terrain, you 
are mad, and should offer novenas before 
casting off;' 

'Doubtless some blockhead pilfered 
the hangers and left you at the headwa
ters of Shit Creek;' 

'A handful of knots will cover the job 
nicely, so there's no need to get into 
Gordian knots and others so complicated 
it would flummox the Ancient Mariner;' 

Those are a few random quotes. The 
stories that relate to anchors are even 
better. 

As Long might say: 'Buy it, live long, 
and holler loudly when you fall so that 
your partner will wake up'. ■ 

Cameron M. Burns 
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Poprad 
IT'S ALL HAPPENING in the former Eastern 
Bloc. Slovakia has just had its first 
Mountain Film Festival in the town of 
Poprad in the north of the country, close 
to the Polish border. All present, ranging 
from Australians to Canadians and includ
ing a ve1y strong contingent of the alpine 
arc countries, were pleasantly surprised 
by the festival 's organisation, innovation 
and overall quality. It was deemed by all 
to be a complete success. 

The beginnings of the festival lay in 
the 23rd Festival des Diablerets in 1992 
where Juraj Recka and his wife Gabriella 
attended to present their prize-winning 
film. However, the honeymooning couple 
were pa1ticularly interested in what made 
the festival tick. They scribbled copious 
notes and as soon as they returned to 
their shortly to be renamed 
Czechoslovakia, they decided to organise 
a festival themselves. Gabriella would be 
its director, help came flooding in and a 
committee was nominated. The average 
age of the assistants was only twenty and 
though lacking in experience , their 
dynamism, enthusiasm and effic iency 
carried them through all difficulties. 

Having received a remarkable one 
hundred films, the selection committee 
chose to screen 28 in the international 
contest, as well as many other retro
spectives and new works. All screenings 
were clearly itemised in a manual writ
ten in both Slovak and English. One of 
the many successes of the festival was a 
retracing of the evolution of the mountain 
film, from what is probably the first 
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Above: Robert Schauer, organiser of the Graz film festival, awarding Michael 

Dillon the Expedition film prize for Everest: Sea to Summit - a film that seems to 

have cleared up at festivals all over the world. The Graz festival has a growing 

reputation, largely due to the efforts of Schauer. Run every eighteen months, the 

last was in November and proved a success. Schauer has the ability to pick out 

good but underrated films - Cumbre Cerro Tore and Stone Monkey for instance -

although this year's choices reflect the high technical standard in climbing films 

but loss of originality. Prizes were also made to Marco Preti's Manolo, Glenn 

Singelman's Baseclimb and Leni Riefenstahl 's Die Macht der Bilder. 

footage shot in the mountains, Cervin 
1901, to the most recent, Cliffhanger. It 
bears stating again that the impressive 
climbing sequences featured in the film 
are performed by the much missed 
Wolfgang Gi.i llich, doubling as Stallone. 

Regardless of its failings, it is the first 
feature length film shot in a mountain 
setting to prove massively popular with 
the public for many, many years. In 
Poprad anyway the success of Cliffhanger 
- which was premiering in Slovakia - as 
well as all the other films exceeded all 
the organisers expectations. The long 
queues for tickets, particularly for the 
sold-out Friday to Sunday evening shows, 
bore witness to its popularity. 

As if by magic, the weather conditions 
during the week were unusually mild and 
sunny. It was thus possible to discover 
the nearby Tarras wh ich formed such a 
beautiful setting for the event. Although 
the local granite is not perhaps compa-
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rable with that of the Alps, on the west 
face of 2,633-metre Lomnicky St.it is 
Hokeja, climbed in 1950. In beauty, diffi
culty and scale it resembles the classic 
Niedermann route on the Graue Wand 
in the Furka. 

The prize-winners were generally those 
films that had already had some success. 
The Grand Prix as well as the Prix du 
Public went to Everest: Sea to Summit by 
Michael Dillon. Five runners-up prizes 
went to Totem by R. Nicod, L'Arbre Creux 
by C. Andrieux, Blue Patagonia by E. 
Salvaterra , Guns in !be Sky by D. Lafond 
and No Limits by M. Strassman. Olympic 
Committee president Mr Saramanch 
awarded its prize to Passion Vitale, a film 
which recounts the exceptional perfor
mance of Alain Robert soloing an Sb 
route. Quite simply, an outstanding festi
val, to be held again from October 12th-
16th, 1994. ■ 

Claude Remy 
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White satanic mills 
Environmentalists are naturally positive 
about the advantages of renewable energy 
sources, but, argues Berna rd Newma n , 

wind generators could be set to ruin our 
countryside. 

D1UV1NG WEST ACROSS California after a bliss
ful two weeks climbing on the granite 
domes of the Sierra Nevada; the countiy is 
semi-desert, rolling yellow hills studded 
with sagebrush and cut by ravines, all 
beneath a deep blue sky. As we cruise 
round a curve in the only metalled road 
for miles we come upon a group of six 
or seven windmills - wind turbines -
waving their white arms in the d1y wind. 
The hippy, which lurks not far below my 
surface, exclaims: 

'Hey man, like wow! Wind power -
that's a renewable energy source, right? 
Environmentally friendly. Right on!' 

I would have completed the journey 
smugly content had it not been for the 
view which confronted us around the next 
bend. Stretching to the far horizon were 
windmills. Hundreds upon hundreds of 
them. Windmills of every conceivable 
shape and size. The rolling yellow hills 
were thickly covered with them, the 
ravines choked with them. Clattering , 
waving am1S and whirring propellers, ve1ti-

cal vanes and tubular turbines. This was 
no remedy for a beleaguered planet but 
another catasu·ophic desecration of wilder
ness. It was obvious to me what the real 
impact on the environment this form of 
elecu·icity generation would have. I later 
discovered that this farm was a feasibility 
study by UCLA and the Atomic Energy 
Commission. I shuddered to think what a 
full-sized working version would be like 
but relaxed at the thought that this, like 
so many other things American, could not 
happen in Britain. 

Years passed but not the concept of 
wind power. There were isolated but 
worrying reports in Britain about giant 
windmills in areas of outstanding natural 
beauty but they were , of course , only 
'experimental'. Then, suddenly, we were 
confronted with the widespread prolifer
ation of what are euphemistically called 
wind farms across large areas of our 
diminishing open spaces. If someone had 
told me that a power station was to be 
built above Ogden Water, smack in the 
middle of heather-clad Bronte counuy, I 
would have laughed. But that is what has 
happened. We need alternative energy 
sources so we must put up with the visual 
intrusion to satiate our need for energy. 
But the mechanics and motives for exploit
ing wind-generated electricity do not stand 
scrutiny. 

The mechanics 
A seminal chapter on wind power was 
published as part of an article on world 
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energy options in the May 1993 issue of 
Physics Review by David Elliot, Director 
of the Technology Policy Group at the 
Open University. Elliot does the relatively 
simple sums involved with windmills and 
generators. I shall try to precis his figures 
here. 

An array of a hundred windmills each 
over 100ft high and correctly spaced 
covers an area of 3km by 3km and 
produces around 30 megawatts of power 
in a stiff breeze. You would need a 
hundred of these wind farms with 10,000 
windmills to produce the equivalent 
power of three modest conventional 
power stations. But to allow for shortfall in 
wind this figure is reduced to one and a 
half power stations. The electrical gener
ating capacity - not requirement - of the 
UK today is 60,000 megawatts. To make 
even a modest inroad into this capacity, 
developers must constrnct at least 400 of 
these giant farms. These would cover 
3,600 square kilomeu·es of mountain and 
moorland. Most significantly the system 
must still be supported by conventional 
power stations to keep lights burning and 
the wheels of industry turning. 

The motives 
With wind generation an unviable option 
for power generating requirements, we 
have to look at the real motives of the 
wind-power developers. We don't have 

Below: The Haverigg 
windcluster in Cumbria 



to look far. The Government's policy of 
deregulating power generation has let in 
unscrupulous cowboys. In an excellent 
letter to the Daily Telegraph Geoffrey 
Ratcliff, a former manager of an electricity 
research centre, points out that under the 
Government's non-fossil fuel obligation 
scheme, regional electricity companies are 
obliged to pay eleven pence per unit for 
wind-generated electricity compared with 
two and a half pence per unit for elec
tricity from conventional sources. It's easy 
to see why soulless men in suits are 
anxious to get in on this bonanza. Even 
a small array of wind turbines can make 
you millions. But don't hang around or all 
the best sites will have been snapped up 
- it only takes a few weeks to build one 
of these things and planning permission 
seems to be a formality. 

The consequences 
Everyone take out their OS maps and cut 
out pieces of paper to represent an area of 
3km by 3km. Four hundred of them. Stick 
the pieces to likely spots on your maps 
of Wales, Scotland, the Lakes, the Peak, 
Dattmoor, Exmoor, the Soutl1 Downs, the 
South Pennines, the North Pennines, 
Northumberland or any of your favourite 
walking, camping, climbing, hangliding, 
horse-riding or just 'escaping-to ' areas. 
Look for favourable contour patterns. 
Prominent ridges, moorland scarps and 
wide open saddles are best. You don 't 
have to put them too close together to 
have the desired effect because wind 
turbines can be seen for tens of miles. 

Existing generating technology is far 
from perfect but it does provide the huge 
amounts of power our society needs to 
survive. The lines of pylons that distrib
ute power are already an environmental 
burden. But pylons can be landscaped 
and the cables buried and they don't move. 
If wind turbines provided a significant 
alternative we would be forced to adopt 
them. But tl1ey don 't. They aren't Green 
and aren't being built for Green ideals. 

If there is one thing we are desperately 
shott of in this country it is unspoilt open 
country. Freedom to roam in the open air, 
away from the physical and mental su·ain 
of our cluttered conurbations, is as much 
an essential environmental resource as 
clean air to breath or unpolluted water to 
drink. Wind turbines are an abomination. 
Their consuuction should be stopped now 
and existing wind farms dismantled. ■ 

ECOLOGY/ LETTERS 

COMPIJIJIVI URGIS 

SIR, 

MARK V ALLANCE's letter concerning compe
titions and their future standing in the 
hierarchy of our 'climbing games' was a 
welcome attempt to focus attention on a 
developing area of our sport which we 
ignore at the peril of its future well-being. 
It is not true that all the present forms of 
such organised contests owe their gene
sis to influences from outside climbing -
the media , corporate interests, sponsors 
and so forth - for the on-going and highly 
successful local winter bouldering leagues 
came from within the sport and are run 
by climbers for climbers, taking a form 
which is identifiable as springing from 
within the mainstream of our activities. 

Mark was, however, on target in direct
ing his main fire-power at the current 
national and UIAA competitions. For here 
the lack of a proper regional, national 
and international structure is a product 
of the old running-before-you-can-walk 
syndrome. The so-called world cup has 
now been in existence long enough to 
demand a careful evaluation of its worth, 
direction and format. I endorse totally the 
view that competitions are not going to 
go away, but to make them work prop
erly they now need some re-organisation, 
for the current situation, particularly witl1 
the UIAA events demands it. 
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Very few countries take part in them. 
The design of walls - and events should 
continue to be on artificial walls to avoid 
any chance of environmental problems 
developing and as a guarantee of a fair 
competition - leaves much to be desired 
as a way of assessing true all-round 
climbing ability. As a spectacle they are 
about as interesting as watching cement 
dry until the finals or super-finals. I would 
suggest that the present world cup be 
abandoned and every four years there be 
a single world championship. In between, 
each year each counl!y could hold their 
own national championships with 
regional European, pan-American and 
Asian events held at four-year intervals 
set mid way between the world cup 
event. 

This would allow many more climbers 
to participate. It is currently impossible 
for countries like South Korea , despite 
having more climbers than the UK, to 
send a team to eleven world cup events 
around the globe. However, to take part 
in a single event every four years might 
be a possibility , and I am forced to 

conclude that the absence of strong 
climbing nations like Australia, South 
Korea , New Zealand and others deval
ues the present UIAA competition. The 
wall for a world championship event 
should be designed to reflect all-round 
climbing abilities, including on occasion 
off-widths, jam-cracks, mantles or thin 
slabs and not merely one style of climb
ing as is presently the case. Those of us 
who have seen some of the outstanding 
young competition stars fail on easy jam 
cracks have been left to wonder where 
they are coming from. 

The competitions at national, European 
and world level should, I believe, stay as 
on-sight single attempt leads, without the 
indignity of having to suffer isolation 
which in practice makes little or no differ
ence to the outcome, but with a boul
dering competition component added to 
the event. Finally, in order to make the 
leading competitions more realistic, the 
bolts should become more spaced the 
higher the competitor climbs, with the 
possibility of a real winger if they fail to 
clip the final karabiner. Obviously, a 
ground fall cannot be countenanced but 
the possibility of a ten-metre plunge 
would concentrate tl1e mind and body of 
the competitor and add hugely to the 
enjoyment of the spectators. And also it 
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might, just might, increase the chances 
of major TV coverage, which I just cannot 
see the present system ever achieving. 

I do endorse the view that the UIAA 
is currently spending too much of its time 
and effort on a rather fruitless world cup 
commitment in which few of its members 
pa1ticipate, and not enough of its energies 
working on the environmental problems 
faced by the mountain regions of the 
world. A change in tl1e competition struc
ture would allow wider participation and 

more time and resources for matters of 
vita l concern to every climber on the 
planet - access to and tl1e conse1vation of 
our crags and mountains. 
Yours sincerely, 
Dennis Gray 
Leeds, England 

ION IDB All 
Sm, 

As one would expect from such an inno-
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vative individual, Mark Vallance made 
some good comments in his letter on 
competitions. However, I think there is 
more to be said. 

I believe that some competitions can 
be fun for the average competitor. These 
are bouldering competitions. T thoroughly 
enjoyed the first bouldering competition 
I entered - in which I came last - and 
have tl1oroughly enjoyed all such compe
titions I have entered since then. I've met 
climbers, made friends, and got tired out. 

The competition spurs me on to 
try harder tl1an normal without it 
being so intense it stresses me out. 
Bouldering competitions are great 
for wet winter clays. 

For tl1ose who are not outstand
ing , a leading competition can 
mean hours in isolation followed 
by a couple of minutes of disap
pointing performance. I am sure 
this must be very frustrating. On 
the other hand , leading competi
tions - after tl1e elin1inating rounds 
- can be really exciting for the 
spectators. Each climber has his or 
her own style, and some are a real 
joy to watch. Ian Vickers' win at 
the British Open at Preston was 
poetry in motion. There is a lot 
positive about leading competi
tions. T would agree with Mark that 
new formats of competition need 
to be explored, but cannot agree 
with the editorial comment tl1at the 
UTAA should reduce its suppott for 
competitions. 

Victorian climbers saw rock 
climbing merely as training for the 
Alps. Now for most of us in this 
counuy, rock climbing is the domi
nant pan of our activity. In years to 
come I am sure tl1at indoor climb
ing, in its various forms, will 
develop as a major and highly 
enjoyable branch of our sport. It 
is a ve1y young activity, and we 
'ain ' t seen nothing yet!' I look 
forward to the day when compet
ing in the loca l league as a 
member of the Cirencester 
Veteran's 3rd Climbing Team gives 
me even greater pleasure than I 
currently get from 'proper' climb
ing outside! 
Yours in Hope, 
Matthew Bransby 
Cirencester, England 
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New stoves 
Camping Gaz have launched two new 
stoves. The first is for group and expe
dition use and called the Carena C. This 
model has been redesigned to operate 
off CV470 and the new CV270 valved 
cartridges. It has a high performance 
burner and boils a litre of water in five 
minutes. It also has an integral windshield 
and a chrome canying handle. The stove 
operates for two and a quarter hours off 
the CV470 cartridge and one hour ten 
minutes off the CV270 and the valves 
mean that you can disconnect them for 
transportation. The retail price is £26.95. 

Camping Gaz are also introducing a 
multi-fuel stove called the Fire-Jet which 
can use both leaded and unleaded petrol 
as well as white gas and paraffin. 
Designed to be used wid1 Sigg fuel flasks, 
d1e stove is simply designed with an inte-
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gral windshield and fold-away pan 
supports. The burning time of a Sigg 0.6 
litre fuel flask is three hours twelve 

minutes. The feed tube has been greatly 
improved with a safety valve that inac
tivates the pump if it is in danger of 
becoming over-pressurised. It weighs 
305g and costs £69.95. 

Pressure cookers 
These compact (160mm by 190mm), 
ultra-lightweight (600g) alloy pressure 
cookers will cook rice and other dried 
foods to perfection at altitude after just 
one minute 's cooking and six minute 's 
left steaming. The weight of me cooker is 
more than made up for by the weight of 
fuel saved. They are precision instruments 
designed by Russian nuclear physicist 
and mountaineer Sergei Efimov to help 
fund his expeditions. Doug Scott is sell
ing cookers in the UK on his behalf at 
£40 each. Anyone interested can contact 
Doug at Chapel House , Low Cotehill , 
Carlisle, CA4 0EL or telephone 0228 
562358. 

MLM Systems 
In 1993 MLM provided gas to over 70 
percent of expeditions entering Pakistan. 
This year mey have been working hard to 
put the systems in place in India, work
ing with the well-known Indian moun
taineer Harish Kapadia , editor of the 
Himalayan Journal. They are keen to 
know what kind of interest there will be 
from mountaineers around me world and 
interested parties should contact them at 
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their UK office: Ty Gwyn, Nant Peris, 
Gwynedd, LL55 4UE, UK or telephone 
0286 871184. 

MLM are also working with CERTEC 
in France to provide hyperbaric cham
bers in the Karakoram and Himalaya. 
Chambers are available for purchase or 
rental on d1e following terms: FF2,800 for 
me fu-st monili and then FFl,500 for each 
subsequent month with a FFS,000 guar
antee cheque refundable on return: 
purchase price is FF12,000; postage and 
packing is FF400 for Europe and FF800 to 
Asia. They come with a full manufac
turer's guarantee and se1vice facilities. 

These bags are capable of dropping 
oedema sufferers the equivalent of 2,500 
to 3,000 metres with a pressure level of 
220 millibars. 

Rohan launch 
This spring sees the much heralded 
launch of the Rohan Alpine range after 
years of field testing and research. Rohan 
have billed it as a return to their roots in 
providing practical hard-wearing cloth
ing for the serious outdoor enthusiast. 

Along with a full range of fleeces and 
oilier layer garments, me top of me range 
is the Summit jacket. The outer fabric is 
two-layer Taslan Gore-Tex with rein
forced stress points like me shoulder and 
lover arm and the design of specific 
features like the hood and pockets 
suggest that the jacket will meet d1e spec 
mountaineers crave. Retail price of £269 
for d1e jacket wiili matching overtrousers 
retailing at £179. 
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Cooking up a storm 
Alpinists spend a lot of time perfecting their bivouac systems, but often ignore the most 

important item of all - their stove. Dick Turnbull lifts the lid on kitchens with a view and gives 
advice on creating the ultimate cooking system. 

For many mountaineers gear means 
nuts, krabs, axes, hammers and all 
the latest sexy gadgets designed to 

get you up harder routes faster and more 
safely. When they consider bivouacking, 
the talk is usually of superlight goose
clown pits, Go re-Tex b ivvy bags and 
Therm-a-rests. 

The subject of stoves is casually passed 
over or sometimes completely forgotten, 
but if you talk to experienced alpinists 
and greater range mountaineers abo ut 
gear, often the first subject raised is 'What 
are you cooking on?'. They know, usually 
from bitter experience, that a fa ilure in 
this area can ruin your route and poten
tially prove lethal. The need to keep the 
body hydrated increases with altitude to 
the extent where your stove becomes your 
most crucial piece of gear. If several litres 
of water per climber per clay can't be 
melted from snow then the risk of devel
oping pulmonary and cerebral oedema is 
ra piclly increased as are the clangers of 
fatigue and general debilitation. So don't 
ignore your stove, it might be boring but 
it can make the difference between a 
successful trip and a tragedy. Here are 
some general points to remember: 

Reliability 
Will it work every time? Many modern 
stoves are horrendously sophisticated with 
pre-heat tubes, self-pricking nipples and so 
forth. However much these developments 
improve the stove's perfom1ance in 1101mal 
conditions with clean fuel, they often seri
ously impair its reliability in less than 
perfect conditions and at altitude. More to 
the point, the more sophisticated the stove, 
the more difficult it can be to keep it going 
when the going gets tough. The concept 
of 'field maintainability' does not seem to 
be uppermost in most designers ' minds 
and except for a few notable examples 
most modern stoves are extremely diffi
cult to maintain unless you have access 

to a fully equipped tool shop and spares 
kit. 

In view of this trend towards over
improvement of lightweight stoves, it is 
important to ask the vital question of 
whether the stove can be cleaned and 
maintained with a penknife on a bivvy. If 
it can't, then don't buy it. 

Fuel 
It is impossible to be definitive on this 
subject. Fuel choice is usually a compro
mise between what you think is best and 
what you can get. In western Europe and 
the USA butane, gas and butane-propane 
gas are easy to buy and climbers driving 
to the mountains can get ample stocks 
with them. In India, the Andes and other 
remote ranges, gas is exorbitantly priced 
if you can get it at all. As you can't carry 
gas on the plane, you will have to freight 
it out with all the problems that entails or 
decide to use local fuel. Petrol and paraf
fin are commonly available the world over 
and are used widely in the greater ranges. 
Diesel, meths and other fuels are generally 
unsuitable for alpine stoves although 
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Hanging it out. Bivvies tend not to 
be the best places to try and cook 
on the level. 

meths has some good points despite 
general availability problems. See the box 
for comparisons. 

Ease of use 
Can you light the stove in bad weather? 
Does it control easily? Is it stable? In the 
snow? Can you fiddle with it with gloves 
on? Ease of use is subjective but some 
·stoves are just not user-friendly while 
others are beautifully simple to operate in 
any conditions. Simplicity of design is 
important both for 'field maintainability' 
as we ll as easy operation. Gas stoves 
usually win the ease of use award clue to 
their clean fuel and the negligible need 
for cleaning as well as the simple turn-on
ancl- light controls. White gas stoves are 
next in the convenience stakes, although 
they are dirtier and more difficult to light. 
As you can imagine, paraffin stoves are 
worse while meths burners are extremely 
easy to use but unfortunately relatively 



ineffective for mountain use. 
One of the main problems with using 

stoves in the moutains is their stability. 
Invariably, a bivouac will be cramped and 
on an uneven surface , usually snow 
covered and nearly always extremely 
exposed. In these conditions you need a 
wide-bottomed stove that can easily be 
hung or even hand held. Avoid stoves 
with three separate legs that can collapse 
into the snow and make sure that with 
any gas stove you buy, you can easily 
insulate the cylinder from contact with 
snow and ice. An ability to hang the stove 
is a great plus as this avoids accidentally 
upsetting the stove, billies and so on whilst 
offering maximum insulation of gas cylin
ders. Holding a stove with your hands is 
useful on cramped bivvies and also a way 
of protecting the burner from being blown · 
out in blustery conditions. As you can 
imagine gas stoves are more practical for 
hanging and handling than petrol ones! 

Robustness 
Make sure that what you buy won't fall 
apart t11e first time you put it away in your 
pack. Old Optimus SR petrol stoves were 
often used as t11ey came ready fitted into 
bombproof steel boxes but, of course, 
weighed a ton. Nowadays stoves are much 
lighter and potentially more prone to 
breakage. Gas stoves again win here as 
they are invariably simpler and more 
compact. Make sure integral windshields 
and any casings are well made and move 
easily. Beware of stoves witl1 long flexi
ble fuel pipes leading from remote fuel 
tanks to t11e burner head as t11ey are more 
prone to damage or icing t11an more direct 
tank connections. The MSR XGK is an 
exception as the rigid stainless steel fuel 
tube connecting the remote fuel tank to 
burner is extremely robust and conu-ibutes 
significantly to the stove's overall stabil
ity. 

Performance 
Again this depends on your priorities. Do 
you want maximum heat output or maxi
mum ease of use? Are you going to use 
the stove above 22,000 feet? Will t11e stove 
be used in a tent or out on exposed 
bivvies? The balance has to be a personal 
choice as many factors are involved. My 
own choice is gas for most things and if I 
can't get t11at t11en I would choose a white 
gas or petrol stove. 

I prefer gas for its ease of use and reli-

ability. With the right stove I can have a 
brew going in no time and witl1 viitually 
no hassle in lighting, the time saved over 
priming and lighting a peu-ol burner makes 
up for me slower boiling time. Gas stoves 
are also safer, more robust and easier to 
hang and handle than all petrol models. 
Gas stoves are also generally lighter, 
despite the cartridges being heavier man 
petrol. Where gas is not available, then 
the best choice is undoubtedly the MSR 
XGK multi-fuel stove run on white peu-ol. 

However, above 22,000 feet petrol 
stoves need a low-pressure adaptor to 
ensure that mey do not blow themselves 
out in the low atmospheric pressure of 
high altitude. Stoves wim 'roarer' burner 
designs will always work best at high 
altutudes as the fuel-air mix is allowed to 
burn naturally ramer man at a pre-deter
mined place. 

Market survey 
This summary does not include all the 
stoves available. 

MSH XGK II 
TYPE: MULTIFUEL 
REQUIRES: MSR FUEL BOTTLE 
£79.95 
MSR's latest version of t11eir radical mould
breaking multifuel stove. This is undoubt
edly the definitive simple stove designed 
for high heat output and full field main
tainability. 

Good points: Reliable, robust, very 
stable, easy to use, lightweight, easy main
tenance, good windshield and heat reflec
tor. Roarer burner and high heat output. 

Bad points: Noisy, difficult to prick tl1e 
jet clean, poor simmer control, flimsy pan 
supports. 

Comments: The most popular and reli
able mountain stove for high mountain 
use. Can be difficult to use on super light
weight alpine climbs where cooking is on 
restricted and open bivvies - winter big 
walls or winter alpine routes and so form. 

OPJIMUS 123 CIIMBIH & 88 HUNIIH 
TYPE: PE"lllOL 
REQUIRES: WIIITE OR COLEMAN FUEL ONLY 
£54.95, £59.95 
Optimus' tried and tested stoves. No pump 
as standard - additional extra pump avail
able but awkward to use - makes them 
unreliable in real cold. 

MOUNTAIN 71 REVIEW 7 

Good points: Good heat control, reason
able heat output, roarer burner, SR is 
stable, self-pricking mechanism. 

Bad points: difficult to field maintain in 
case of blockage, 123 is unstable, small 

fuel comparisons 
Gas 
Good points: Very clean burning. simple 
burner designs, lack of noxious fumes, lowish 
carbon monoxide production. 
Problems: Difficulty of availability, cold 
weather performance problems - although 
see BOMB assembly box. Weight of 
cartridges. Price. Heat output only fair with 
correspondingly longer snow-melting time. 

Petrol 
Good points: High heat output. Easy fuel 
availability. Clean burning. Good heat-to
weight ratio. Cheap in the USA. 
Problems: Highly volatile. High CO output. 
Potentially awkward to light and handle. 
Automotive fuel additives provoke 'coking'. 
Outrageously expensive in the UK. Can 'wax 
up' at low temperatures. 
Note: White gas is the cleanest form of petrol 
and should always be preferred if available. 
Automotive fuel has additivies - both leaded 
and unleaded - that can be carbonised in pre
heat tubes such as on the Coleman Peak, 
MSR XGK and Whisperlite 600, leaving a 
progressive coking that blocks tubes 
eventually. This coking can only be cleaned 
out if the pr~heat tube is accessible. MSR's 
UK agents First Ascent now offer an 
ultrasonic cleaning service for coked MSR 
fuel tubes. 

Paraffin 
Good points: Less volatile than pertrol. 
Availability good worldwide, although not in 
the USA. Cheap. Good heat output. 
Problems: Dirty burning with attendant need 
to clean stoves more often. Waxes easily in 
cold. Smelly fumes. High CO output. Difficult 
to light. 

Diesel 
Good points: None! It is desperate to make 
any stove work. 

Meths 
Good points: Uses unpressurised burners. 
Easy to light above freezing. 
Problems: Poor controlability. Difficult to light 
below 0°C. Poor availability. Poor 
performace-weight ratio. 
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~roblems & answers 
Altitude 
At lower atmospheric pressure, cartridges push 
out gas more forcefully. This leads to the flame 
blowing itself out or incomplete combustion . 
Answer: Choose stove with a 'roarer' style 
burner and create larger combustion area. 
Low oxygen content - incomplete combustion. 
Answer: Create larger combustion area 
between pan and burner. 
Remember: Petrol stoves need low pressure 
systems above 22,000 feet to stop themselves 
blowing out. 

Storm use 
Windshields: Always have a good one. Either 
fit specialised units such as the Markill Stormy 
or make your own. MSR foil screens and 
reflectors work well and are light. 
Lighting up: Carry a lighter in a small pouch to 
keep it dry. Keep pouch warm to maximise 
flame length. Always carry spare lifeboat 
matches for really wild weather and for 
warming priming fuel in very cold conditions. 
Super-cold conditions: These cause poor gas 
performance. Butane won't work below -1 °C 
while a butane-propane mix will work down to 
-40°C but the flame is often weak. White gas 
and paraffin develop impurities at -20°C and 
will need warming to avoid stoves clogging. 
Answer: Insulate cartridges. Use heat 
exchanger on stove - see Turnbull BOMB 
overleaf - and pre-warm cartridges and fuel 
bottles before use. 

Design problems 
Stoves will sink into the snow when used. 
Answer: Use hanging stoves. Carry stove pad. 
Thin plywood covered in foil is excellent. 
Condensation: Melting snow causes 
condensation on outside of pan. This can drip 
off base of pan and actually put burner out. 
Also CO production increased with damp 
dripping onto flame. 
Answer: Make sure your pan has a 'drip strip' 
around the base or a slightly concave base. 
When melting snow, melt a small amount and 
then let the water heat up before adding more. 
This keeps the outside of the pan warmer and 
gives less condensation. 

CO poisoning 
This is a critical effluent from all stoves that can 
kill unwary climbers cookling in unventilated 
spaces. It is essential to adequately ventilate 
all cooking areas. Always cook with tent doors 
open even in storm conditions. Do not use 
stoves to warm tents. White gas and butane 
stoves produce least amounts of CO. 

fuel tank, indifferent windshield. 

Comments: No longer the standard fuel 

stove design. Difficulty of field maintain

ability and awkward stability now make 

them outdated. 

COIIMAN PlftK 1 

TYPE: M ULTIFUEL 

£64.95 
Based on Coleman's ubiquitous Peak 1 

white gase model, the multifuel version is 

Coleman's main lightweight stove. 

Good points: Good heat control. 

Bad points: Desperate to field maintain, 

ported burner makes for inefficient 

combustion at altitude, small tank, heavy, 

no windshield. 

Comments: Way too complex and really 
designed for camping and Nonh Ame1ican 

picnic tables. 

MSR WHISPlRIIJl 600 
TYl'E: MUL TIFUEL 

£59.95 

Above: The Prince Pocket 
Torch , a super-hot pocket 
flame which works well in 
winds and is great for 
heating super-cold fuel. 
Will also solder and soften 
metal! Refillable - one 
charge lasts fifteen 
minutes. Available from 
Robinson and Hill , Unit 3, 
Fron Deg , Pantymwyn, 
Mold , Clwyd , CH7 5EV. 
Weight two ounces. 
£21 .95. 

MSR's ported burner multifuel stove is an 

acceptable performer in winter but is not 

suitable for high-altitude use. More a back
packing than a mountain stove. 
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IPIGAS AIPINI SIOVI 

TYl'E : GAS 

£31.95 
Remote cartridge design with pre-heat 

tube. Burner stands in three-legged pan 
support grid. Butane-propane cartridges 

available. 
Good points: Light , reliable, good 

control , pre-heat tube helps , remote 

cartridge can be warmed while cooking, 

uses removeable cartridges. 

Bad points: Unprotected fuel tube could 

melt , extremely unstable on uneven 

ground or snow, cannot be hung up, pre
heat tube ineffective at low temperatures, 

ported burner. 
Comments: Should be renamed 

Backpacking Stove. 

BUUH 206 SIOVI 

T\1'E: GAS 

£21.95 
The best known of all gas stoves. Simple 

ported burner. Available worldwide. 

Good points: Light, reliable, clean-burn

ing, good control , cartridges available 
worlclwide. 

Bad points: Poned burner, will only take 

one size cartridge, cartridge not self-seal

ing, poor stability, no pre-heat. 
Comments: A good reliable robust stove 

for all-round use. Ported burner makes it 

less good at altitude. No longer eve1y

body's first choice. See Gear news. 

IPIGAS MICRO SIOVf 

TYPE: GAS 

£21.95 
Epigas' latest specialist stove designed for 

super lightweight efficiency. 

Good points: Ve1y light, roarer burner, 
thermic lance-like flame , good control, 

reliable, takes self-sealing cartridges. 

Bad points: Unstable, poor stability. 

Comments: Extremely light with very 

fine control valve - pinched from Taymar 

blowtorches! - to control high-pressure 

blow-outs. On its own it is too basic for 

reliable use, but included in a tower stove 
or Marki!! Stormy it's the clear favourite. 

MARKIII SIORMY & SIOVI 

TYPE: GAS 

£6595 



As in 
EPIGAS 
MICRO Figure one 

Markill's complete mountain stove, includ
ing a remote cartridge burner - with legs 
- facto1y fitted into a Markill Stormy wind
shield. 

Good points: No hassle mountain tower 
stove. Good all-terrain stability with legs 
for solid ground and hanging facility for 
snow and tents. 

Bad points: Remote cartridge awkward 
when hanging, ported burner, no heat 
exchanger although cartridge can be 
warmed by flame when hanging. 

Conunents: Markill need a better burner 
unit to make this a real winner. 

IHANGIA GAS STOVI AOAPTIONS 

MRRIMOR £29.95 
JANSPORT £18.95 
Burner units designed to fit into Trangia 
windshields. 

Good points: Good use of efficient 
Trangia windshield although will only 
work best with recent lock-together 
Trangia windshields. Great ground stabil

ity, good pot stability. Can be hung, pre
heat can help. 

Bad points: Ported burners , pre-heat 
tube doesn ·t do enough in cold tempera
tures. 

Comments: A good adaption but 
designed more for backpackers than 

climbers. 

HUSCH HURNIH 

TYPE: GAS 

Super-light, small roarer burner that fits 
self-sealing cartridges. 
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As in 
MSR 
XGK II 

spreader 

'\( 
Figure two 

Left: Ported burner Right: 
Roarer burner - see panel. 

Good points: Light, high heat output, 
easy to control. 

Bad points: Stability depends on 
cartridge size, poor pan stability, internal 
nylon fittings can dangerously overheat 
when used in tower windshield. 

Comments: Great lightweight burner 

and spare. Dangerous and should not be 
used in tower windshield as heat return 
through windshield can overheat burner 
unit making it deform and leak. 

MARKIU STORMY 

TYPE: T OWER COOK SET 

£3495 
The only commercially available tower 
cookset in Europe. 

Good points: Very well made of spun 

high-quality aluminium, robust, fits most 
gas stoves, well-designed pots. 

Bad points: Pots a bit small. 
Comments: A great boon for alpine 

climbers as this set means you don't have 
to search high and low for long thin pots 
that fit together. A great windshield and 
pan set. Say no more. 

Thanks to Chris Watts of First Ascent, UK distributor 
for MSR, Ian Beith of Trailwise, UK distributor for 
Marki/I, and Carole Widdell of Epigas for their 
valuable technical assistance. 

Bibl iography: Mt Mckinley-A Climber's Handbook 
by Glen Randall available in the UK from Cordee 
gives a comprehensive rundown of stove system 
choices and technology for use at altitude on 
McKinley and elsewhere. 
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burners 
Throughout this article you will have noticed 
references to 'roarer' and 'ported' burners. 
The difference between the two is crucial for 
mountain stoves as a 'roarer' burner works 
best at higher altitudes while a 'ported' burner 
is designed for quieter, more user-friendly 
performance under more amenable 
conditions - see diagrams left. 

Ported burners 
These are designed to emulate your 
domestic kitchen gas stove - a quiet, even 
flame with that 'cookability' appeal! These 
characteristics are achieved by controlling 
exactly where the fuel-air mix can burn - see 
figure one. 
The fuel-air mix is spread out evenly at 
relatively low pressure by the burner head. 
The mixture is passed through a fine wire 
gauze before escaping through the 'ports' or 
openings in the burner head. 
The fuel-air mix burns when the mixture 
emerges through the ports and gives a fine, 
even and gentle flame that burns efficiently 
and quietly. The fine gauze behind the ports 
is vital to prevent the relatively low pressure 
gas blowing back down inside the burner 
head when simmering. (This principle is 
similar to the one used to control burning 
gas flow in Davy miner's lamps.) 
The well-controlled 'ported' flame, however, 
is not appropriate for mountain use as the 
flame is too low pressure and is prevented 
from burning where it is most efficient to do 
so at different altitudes. 
Examples: Gas - Bleuet 206, Epigas Alpine. 
Petrol - Coleman Peak, Whisperlite 600. 

Roarer burners 
'Roarer' burners are noisy! This is the 
simplest design but one which allows the 
fuel-air mixture to burn at its maximum 
efficiency dependent on altitude - the air 
pressure and oxygen content. This is done by 
simplifying the burner head to a spreader 
plate designed to interrupt the high-pressure 
flow of fuel-air mixture - see figure two. 
The result is a high-pressure flame like a 
bunsen burner that will burn with intense 
localised heat. By letting the mixture burn at 
a variety of positions, a roarer burner can 
maximise mixture efficiency and combustion 
in low oxygen environments. This high 
pressure flame is also much more wind 
resistant. 
Examples: Gas - Epigas Micro, Husch 
Burner. Petrol - MSR XGKII, Optimus 123 
and SR. Paraffin - Basic Primus. 
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the bloody outrageous mountain burner ------------, 
This outlines the construction of a stove system that is 
reliable, efficient in extreme cold and at altitude, easy to use, 
robust , has good pan stability, can be hand held or hung, 
packs up well and is not too heavy. 

BOMB ingredients 
One Markill Stormy Cookset. One Epigas Micro Stove - weight 
620g without cartridge. One Optimus key. 50cm x 10mm copper 
tubing. 50cm x 8mm copper tubing. 15cm of light chain. Three 
4mm x 15mm screws and nuts. 100cm x 10cm strip of 9mm 
Karrimat. Silver duct tape. Aluminium heat resistant tape. 

Windshield 
Use a 5mm drill to cut out two 18mm x 6mm slots in the base 
of the windshield. Ensure that slots do not fall in line with the 
hanging D-rings and smooth with a flat file . Drill three 5mm 
holes 7mm below hanging chain D-rings. Bolt three 4mm x 
25mm screws into holes. This will raise the pot to supply a 
larger combustion chamber - figure A. 

Burner unit 
Unscrew roarer burner and remove pan supports and black 
plastic valve casing cover. Remove plastic control knob by 
pulling straight off. This leaves a splined spindle with one side 
slightly flattened . File off spindle into a square profile to fit 
Optimus key. Make sure key can fit easily and snugly. Attach 
key to windshield by short length of light chain - figure B. 

Heat exchangers 
Ingredients show enough for two heat exchangers. The 10mm 
tube is for the larger 250g Epigas cartridge, the 8mm is for the 
smaller 1 00g cartridge. Make up according to the cartridge 
you want to use. The stove in the pictures illustrates the 100g 
cartridge. Beat copper tube flat. Bend according to shape 
shown in picture. This gives good flame cleareance and 
allows cartridge to be warmed on two sides. The shape is 
stable and easy to fit. Drill three holes in apex section of heat 
exchanger allowing flame to spread evenly. Figures C and D. 

Insulating cup 
Cut a closed cell foam strip 280mm x 8mm for 1 00g cartridge 
and 380mm x 8mm for 250g cartridge. Glue strip into circle. 
Use contact glue and make sure flat ends meet squarely and 
firmly. Use circle to cut out base. Use contact glue to fix base 
to circle. Cover, inside and out, with silver duct tape , placing 
heat resistant aluminium tape to match heat exchanger 
position . This enhances durability and helps prevent foam 
from being melted by a hot heat exchanger. If someone 

knows of a better heat-resistant fabric to easily line the cup, 
please let me know. These cups are relatively temporary and 

you may have to make more than one. Figure C. 
Assembly 
Assemble stove by fitting burner into windshield and screwing 
cartridge to burner. Make sure you line up control spindle with 
key. Place heat exchanger into slots from the top. Align heat 
exchanger struts down side of cartridge and slide insulating 
cup over cartridge and struts. Stove is now ready for blast off! 
See figures E and F. Warning - once going the copper heat 
exchangers work very efficiently and become very hot. Also 
be aware that the heat exchanger struts can melt onto the 
insulating cup and make it difficult to remove. 
While it may seem to some to be irresponsible to outline this 
customisation precedure, my approach is one of 'needs must' . 
At present there is no effective gas stove designed for high
altitude and extreme cold use. Petrol stoves are totally 
inappropriate for many types of climb and climbers need a 
stove that works efficiently enough to produce many litres of 
water a day from snow. The heat exchanger concept has 
been used extensively by responsible cl imbers for years and 
such adaptations are depicted in the prestigious reference 
books such as Mt McKinley - A Climber's Handbook by Glen 
Randall and available from Cordee. In many of the most 
specialist areas of climbing , much of the equipment is 

customised as the market is too small to support a 
commercial supplier and standard equipment is not up to the 
job. So user beware but remember many others have been 
there before you For further details and templates send a SAE 
to Outside, Main Road, Hathersage, S30 1 BB, UK. 

WARNING: This adaption is designed for use in sub-zero conditions only. 
Heat exchangers are designed to artificially heat the gas cartridge . This 
could be potentially dangerous. This article advises users to proceed in the 
full knowledge of the possible dangers. 
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Kif llSJ 
Having climbed.for almost fifty years, 
Dennis Gray has seen more changes than 
most in equipment. Here he recalls the 
radical changes of the post-war years. 

IN A FEW MORE years I will have been climb
ing for a half cemu1y, and if anyone was 
to ask what the most significant changes 
during those years were, the answer 
would be the range of equipment now 

Charl ie Vigano leading 
Amen Corner on Gimmer 
Crag in 1952 wearing 
tricounis. 

available compared to what we had to 
make do with in 1947 when I first started 
climbing. Petrol, food, clothes and even 
furniture was still rationed as Europe sm.1g
gled to recover from the war, but as a 
result of this terrible event some of the 
subsequent equipment breakthroughs 
occurred and a chain of retail shops was 
established, mainly in the no1th of England 
selling off War Depa1tment stock cheaply. 

My first climbs were made using natural 
fibre ropes which we simply tied round 
our middle using a bowline, made from 
sisal, manila or hemp. And it was their 
unreliability more than any other single 
factor which made us obey the dictum 
that the leader should never fall. A wony
ing feature about such ropes is that they 
age and, just like human beings, grow 
weaker. So it was important to know the 
history of the lifeline you were using. On 
one occasion one of my early compan
ions Peter Greenwood had boITowed such 
a rope from one of our mentors, Tom 
Cranfield, and after he slipped on greasy 

rock, the cord simply parted, causing him 
to hit the ground and sprain his ankle. 
Instead of apologising for this critical 
equipment failure, Cranfield, an ex-para
trooper who had fought at Arnhem, lost 
his temper with Peter. 'You stupid bugger,' 
he admonished him. 'You've ruined me 
best rope. They're not for falling on, you 
know, they're just for psychological 
pu1poses. ' Such was the accepted wisdom 
of the clay. 

Soon after, nylon ropes appeared on 
the scene. TI1e first ones I remember 
had been manufactured as tow 
ropes for gliders and were not the 
right tensile strength for climbing. 
They were, of course, ex-WD and 
there were some painful accidents 
before their users fully appreciated 
the potential that this man-made 
fibre possessed for burning flesh. By 
the encl of the decade nylon climb
ing ropes were being developed, all 
with hawser-laid construction. 
Shortly after this a variety of thick
nesses of nylon line became avail
able, letting leaders cany a range of 
slings which improved the chances 
of getting runners with threads, 

flakes and spikes. 
Footgear was something else My first 

climbing boots were nailed with triple 
hobs. I soon moved up to clinker nails, 
but never possessed a pair of boots nailed 
with tricounis. Only the hard men wore 
these and they demanded precise foot
work, and I once as a boy sat under Castle 
Rock and watched the late Bill Peascocl 
trot up Overhanging Bastion in tl1e pour
ing rain, never hesitating, never putting a 
foot wrong. To climb well in nails you 
needed good footwork and all the great 
nail climbers of my boyhood - Birkett, 
Dolphin, Peascod and Brown - did. 

For tl1e harder climbers we used gym 
pumps, but Tom Cranfield made it plain to 
us young lads tl1at you were a 'climbing 
sissy' if you used tl1ese on easier graded 
routes. And so I su·uggled up VDiffs in my 
nailed boots for a couple of years, utterly 
convinced I would never lead a VS, some
thing that every young climber aspired to 
in that period. 

By the time I had started climbing - the 
year before in fact - Pierre Allain had 
already made one of the most fundamental 
equipment developments in tl1e histo1y of 
our sport, namely his revolutiona1y rock 
boot. Initially designed for bouldering at 
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Fontainebleau, tl1is one breaktl1rough was 
responsible for the greatest increase in 
rock-climbing standards yet seen. We 
knew notl1ing of these boots and it was 
the mid 1950s before they arrived in 
Britain, brought back here by alpinists 
returning from Chamonix. Our steel kara
biners were another cause of worry, for 
the ones that were available were unreli
able, as was most ironmonge1y in 1948. 
You could buy tl1em at the ex-WD shops, 
at which there were no guarantees given, 
but they were better than notl1ing despite 
their weight. In 1953 I was to learn that 
tl1is material can be ve1y unforgiving when 
a crack full of home-made wrongly treated 
pitons simply broke under me at Kilnsey, 
causing a monster fall as the pitch 
unzipped. I could only agree with Arthur 
Dolphin - a metallurgist - that such equip
ment is best manufactured by those who 
know a little about the heat treatment of 
metals. Again it was Pierre Allain who 
developed the modern light alloy kara
biner and once again it was to be many 
years after this breakthrough before they 
reached these shores. Before this 
happened, however, many leaders 
spurned canying more than half a dozen 
slings and krabs because of the weight. 

Our clotl1es were not as elated as our 
climbing equipment, for the war effon had 
made available cheap windproofs, para
trooper jackets, the universally worn white 
ski socks and commando jackets. As long 
as you didn't mind looking like a merce
nary, much of the clothing available from 
the ex-WD stores was functional, espe
cially for mountaineering. 

Our ice axes also came from this same 
ubiquitous source, and I purchased my 
own first axe for what is now fifteen 
pence. Manufactured by Blades & Co of 
Birmingham, they were brilliant for their 
time, and as a piece of minor histo1y, the 
great breakthroughs in Scottish ice climb
ing a decade later were sometimes made 
using these weapons , but shortened 
because of the steep one-handed cutting 
needed on climbs like Gardyloo Buttress 
and the Orion Face. I still possess Robin 
Smith's axe, ex-WD made by Blades, 
which was retrieved from the foot of 
Gardyloo Bullress from where he had 
dropped it. ■ 

Dennis Gray's new book Tight Rope ('The 
Ernest Press, .£9.95) was reviewed in last 
issue's Books section. 
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Miri Smid 1952-1993 
I first met Miri Smid during an early 
sojourn in the CIC hut on Ben Nevis in 
February 1980 He was alone, typically, 
soloing several classic gullies with bizarre 
home-made ice tools. It was his first visit 
to Britain and he enamoured himself to 
me and my companions by asking Adrian 
if his asthma inhaler was 'a new way to 
take hashish'. 

After this unorthodox introduction 
Miroslav spent a week staying in my 
student hovel in Sheffield. Here he got 
to know several members of the then 
climbing scene including the late Tim 
Lewis with whom he formed a lasting 
friendship. 

Like Tim, Miroslav was always an icon
oclast. He used the systems of the old 
eastern European to his advantage when 
he could and bucked them completely 
whenever possible. But he didn 't want 
to leave. He loved his family and his 
home, including the rocks of ADR where 
he began to climb at an early age. 

Here, in his youth, he developed a 
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penchant for climbing 
alone. Later, in Russia , 
he became something 
of a cult figure for 
disappearing from the 
roll call during typically 
regimented climbing 
camps and reappearing 
wild-eyed a few clays 
later, having indulged 
his need for the testing 
solitude of the moun
tains. In later years he 
would make a number 
of impressive solo 
ascents on mountains 
around the world, 
notably Arna Dablam 
and Fitzroy . 

Over those years 
Miroslav also came to 
be an influential figure 
in his home town of 
Police Nacl Metuji 
where he lived in the 
house his family had 
occupied for genera
tions. Here he organ
ised a regular moun
taineering film festival 
and ran an equipment, 
climbing poster and book shop. With 
several books published and a number 
of short films to his credit he was also a 
great communicator of his experiences 
and enthusiasm. One of his early films 
depicts the visit of a group of Sheffield 
climbers to ADR rocks in the early 1980s 
and is entitled Fucking Brilliant since this 
was the phrase that is constantly elicited 
by their adventures in Czechoslovakia. 
Miroslav was a great host and it is a very 
funny film. 

I got an early opportunity to witness 
Miri's film-making skills during my Alpine 
Bin Man clays in Chamonix when he put 
on a film show in the Bar Nash. At the 
time he was staying in a garage in Les 
Praz with fourteen other Czech climbers. 
After soloing the Shroud with a cracked 
wrist he then wanted to visit Thomas 
Gross in Switzerland. Sadly though , his 
visa was only valid for France. No prob
lem. I lent him my passport and off he 
went. Thus we became tl1e brothers Smit. 

I last saw Miroslav in the spring of 
1992. I was in Prague exhibiting with 
some Czech photographers and spent a 
few clays in Adrspach. Miroslav was 
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thoughtful, but seemed little changed. He 
told me how he'd nearly died in a para
pente crash and about the long road to 

recovery. At the time he was busy trying 
to get sponsorship for a Russian solo 
climber to attempt Everest. 

He reflected on the changes that had 
come to his counuy and wondered if they 
were all good. Sometimes, he said, it was 
as though a community spirit had disap
peared. The obvious delineation of us 
and them seemed to have gone from 
society and it was eve1y man for himself. 
He saw instances of betrayal and this 
saclclenecl him. 

Miri, I think, believed in tl1e community 
of climbers. He never married. The sport 
informed his life. In a way his was the 
quintessential Peter Pan existence of a 
man committed to the lifestyle of his 
youth. 

Apparently he fell while soloing in 
Yosemite. No one will probably know 
exactly what happened. But he died as he 
lived , an individual doing what he loved , 
and for that , if nothing else, the world is 
a poorer place without him. 
Sean Smith 
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Kevin FitzGerald 1902-1993 
IN 1969 KEVIN FnzGERALD edited, 
briefly , Mountaineering, then the 
BMC newsletter. It was one of those 
voluntary chores which brought 
nothing but hassle. 'I'm in Dutch at 
the moment all over Europe ,' he 
would write , 'but my eyeman may 
stop the whole fatuous business 
tomorrow. ' The cataracts which 
would lead to total blindness later 
were already plaguing him although 
he also enjoyed affecting great age 
long before it struck with its full 
sandbag force: 'As one approaches 
one 's hundredth birthday, ' he 
complained as a mere sexagenarian, 
'one 's myopic vision fails to get 
anything, even the BMC, into any sort 
of perspective; ' 'A fine lunch with 
McNaught-Davis and Ken [Wilson], 
had me coming home like 
Clemenceau, feeling almost 80 again; ' 
'All the writing is on all the walls; ' 
'This morning I was asked if I would 
like to join the Alpine Club. How true 
it is that in England you have to be 
old before you can be loved.' 

I am lucky indeed to have more 
than twenty year 's worth of 
mischievous and deliciously 
epigrammatic letters from ' this 
Ancient of Days', 'blind as any bat'. 
They will delight, I know , forever. 
Others less fortunate must seek 
consolation in his short stories, novels 
and the highly entertaining With 
O'Lea,y in the Graue, describing his 
early life and more than anything 
celebrating his extraordinary , 
eccentric an'cl often preposterous 
father. The novels , eight thrillers 
written between 1943 and 1960, are 
hard to come by these clays, though 
the paperback edition of one sold 
168,000 copies in the United States. 
Very much of their period , 
Buchanesque in pace, they feature a 
Bulldog Drummond-like character, 
Commander Feston. Some have 
climbing episodes. 

Throne of Bayonets, set in North 
Wales, includes a gun fight in the bar 
of a thinly-veiled Pen y Gwrycl and 
the final shootout on the cliffs of 
Lliweclcl. His shorter humerous pieces 
are buried in magazines. The 
Climbers' Club Journal for the years 
1954 to 1975 yields gems, and Your 

Lovely Hills are Very Dangerous was 
first published in the now almost
forgotten Mountain Life, in 1974. I-le 
also wrote a history of the Farmers' 
Club and a guide to the Chilterns, 
where he lived for nearly 50 years, 
and was proud of a contribution to 
one of Stephen Potter's books. 'On 
cragsmanship, it was. Did it with 
Potter and Hilton Jones - both dead 
and greatly missed by me - in the 
Athenaeum drawing room. ' 

But the published output is 
distressingly small for one who loved 
literature so much, and who lived life 
to amuse , encourage and draw 
attention to the absurdity of the 
human condition. I suppose because 
his skills lay in acn1ally telling stories 
- he was in great demand as an after
dinner speaker, and a broadcaster, 
chairing frequent BBC discussions 
during and after the Second War -
and then, of course , channelling so 
much creative energy into running his 
lively correspondences. That must 
have eaten into time which could 
have been spent on other things , 
even if recipients will feel privileged 
that many comic ideas were first 
worked through in letters to them. 

As a young man FitzGeralcl studied 
agriculture and fanned for a short 
while in Tipperary and Canada. He 
describes learning to plough with a 
pair of horses - 'on a fine October 
clay, in a vanished Ireland' - as the 
happiest clay of his life. Between 1928 
and 1962 he worked for IC!, some of 
that time as the company 's general 
manager in Ireland. His wife Janet 
Quigley, who died in 1987, was an 
innovative and early editor of 
Woman 's Hour, his cla ughter 
Penelope a theatrical director. 
Between them they knew eve1yone. 

All this , you will have noted, makes 
little mention of his climbing, 'his 
somewhat indifferent prowess as a 
rock climber ' as the The Times 
obituarist rather unkindly remarked. 
True, he only took up with mountains 
at the age of 45 , when ordered to rest 
after overwork and a warning cardiac 
episode, and in t11e knowledge that: 

'Any fool trying to get up the 
easiest of cliffs at an age when he 
should not be walking to the nearest 
posting box, or not too often, is going 
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to suffer major operations, the trifling 
loss of all toe nails, the wrenching of 
bones and muscles, and frequent 
collapses on hillsides, roadways and 
mountain pat11s. He is going to have 
to wear steel and leather corsets, feel 
ill at all times, be described by friends 
half his age as "totally unfit".' 

But there came a clay 'when in 
tears from pain I groped my way 
around Llyn Iclwal and made up my 
mind about one or two tl1ings. That 
night I gave up smoking. It wasn 't 
enough. There was only one tl1ing for 
it. I gavt> up drinking. Three months 
after that appaling step a totally
abstaining, non-smoking FitzGerald 
walked over the col of Craig yr Isfa 
and was looking into the 
Amphitheatre before realising that this 
was a walk he couldn 't do, and on 
which he had had a ve1y bad collapse 
three years earlier. "I thought you 
were finished ," said the doctor, 
watching me sipping water in Helyg 
after t11at little experience. So did I. ' 

Kevin FitzGeralcl 's climbing had to 
be packed ve1y tightly into a densely 
confined space. He learned 'to sit 
about soaking wet, bitterly cold , and 
to pick with some appearance of 
relish at bits of burnt sausage, 
something called 'sandwich spread ' 
and once , but only by accident, at 
cold pork and pickle inside a doughy 
roll. ' The greater truth to unfold was 
that •climbing is about being in the 
right place at the right time witl1 the 
right people. What is actually clone is 
of no importance whatsoever. Serious 
climbing, and there should be no 
ot11er kind, is almost entirely a matter 
of personal friendship '. 

Dipping deeper into my treasure 
folder , I snag upon something else: 
'When my one-line obitua1y comes to 

be written, it may well be the single 
phrase: "Like Joe Tasker, Kevin was a 
Billingham man". It would be a pity 
to befog the minds of mountaineers 
still further with stuff about Cashel , 
and Tipperary, and Owen 's Fairy 
Hill. .. ' 

'What a lot of information I give 
you from time to time for 'The 
FitzGeralcl Nobody Knew'. You 'll be 
able to start almost any time now .. 

Thank you , Kevin. For so much. 
Audrey Salkeld 
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28 on Everest Summitl 

We hove successfully guided expeditions to Mount Everest in '90, '92 and 
·93 placing a world record total of 28 climbers on the summit. 
Join the most successful Everest expedition guides during the spring season 
of 1994 for our fourth ascent of the South Col route. 
Also ask for dotes of our regular expeditions to Aconcagua, Corstensz 
Pyramid. Vinson Massif and Mount Cook. 
For a free colour poster and our latest newsletter. 
coll. fox or write to: 

Adventure Consultants 
P.O. Box 10-274. Christchurch. New Zealand 
Tel: 010 64 3 365 3544. Fox: 010 64 3 365 3664 

HIMALAYAN GUIDES 
Our Safety Record remains intact. Our Successes in 93 include 4 of 6 on the summit of 
Nanga Parbar[8125ml , 8 of 12 up Pumori[7161m] , 8 of8 up Imja Tse[6173m], and 7 of7 
up Mt McKinley[6194mJ. 
In 94 Lhotse \ V Face l8501mJ so far without a British ascent, we aim to correct this. Leader 
has successfully guided Nanga Parbat, Annapurna S Face, Pumori, Arna Dablam ect. 
Aug/Sept US$7800. 
3 Khumbu peak 12th March and 24th October for 23 days£! 780. It's our introduction to 
expeditioning, climbers have subsequently summitted with us on Arna Dablam and Pumori. 
Mt McKinley 3 wks May/June£ I 880, all summitted last year. 
Diran (7266m] in the Karakoram, 4wks £2880 July/Aug, Si Yates leads this reasonably 
straightforward, exciting, 7000m peak. 
Arna Dablam, 4wks Oct/Nov £3280. Previously 7 of 11 summittcd. 
Mt Vinson, Antarctica, Dec. USS 24,500 inclusive. 
Everest N Ridge, Spring 95. ex Kathmandu USS 18,500 
C ho Oyu Normal route Autumn 95 ex Kat USS 6,500. 
We exclusively mountaineer. We don't use expedition funds on glossy brochures. So write, fax 
or ring, we'll send specific details. 

TeUFax ++031 447 4036 
106 THIRLESTANE RD, EDINBURGH, EH9 !AS 

CHO OYU 8153m 10th April 94 6 wks US$6595 
PUMORI 7161m 11th Nov 94 5 wks £3850 
RAMDUNG new rte 5925m 4th March 94 29 days £1995 
HUINCHULI new rte 6331 m 25th Sept 29 days £2475 
MERA PEAK 6276m April/Oct 24 days £1995 
KILIMANJARO 5895m July/Aug . 18 days £1725 
ELBRUS 5642m 9th Augus-. 14 days £1295 
CLASSIC ALPS (Matterhorn, Mt Blanc) 14 days £945 
Forthcoming Expeditions include Annapurna 1, Shartse, Lhotse, Tower 
of Paine, Sh1shipangma, Mustagh Tower, Aconcagua, Huscaran 

CUILLIN GUIDES 
Courses in all aspects of 
mountaineering 
Ridge Walking & Scrambling 
(Skye Munro's) 
Basic rock Climbing 
Classic Routes 
Cuillin Ridge Traverse 
Alpine Courses 
Wild Country Back Packing 
Winter Mountain Craft 
Snow & Ice Climbing 
Private guiding by arrangement 
(throughout U.K.) 
Send stamp for brochure to Gerry 
Akroyd, Stac Lee, Glenbrittle, Isle 
of Skye, Inverness-shire. 
Telephone: (0478) 640289. 
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- EXPERIENCE -= ~ ~ " 

THIS SUMMER OITERS:-
!LPINE CLIMBING COURSES - Introductory 
level based Chamonix. Advanced lenl based 
Chamonix with options for:• Mont Blanc, Alpine 
Rock Penn.ine Alps & the Bernese Oberland. 
!lJTIJMN IIIM!L!Y!N EXPEDfflON TO ISLAND 

& MERA PEAK 
lJl!GM QUALIFIED GIJIDES. 

Brian Ball, Mountain Experience 
0663 750160 (24 HR) 

C(assic 'N..i:pa( 

Specialists in small group climbing and 
walking holidays throughout the 

NEPAL HIMALAYA 
INDIA & TIBET 

For a brochure contact: 
Classic Nepal Ltd. , (M), 
33 Metro Avenue, Newton, 
Derbyshire, DESS SUF 
Tel: 0773 873497 (24 hrs) 
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HUGE SELECTION 
SECONDHAND & NEW 

MOUNTAINEERING & 
_ WALKING BOOKS 

-- ~ NEW CLIMBING. WALKING. TRAVEL 
GUIDES & MAPS WORLDWIDE 

Shop open Mon-Sat 9 30-5 30. Sun 12 00-5 30 

Crod1t cards orders welcome 

S a e catalogue 

BOOKS BOUGHT 

57 Smed ley Street East Mat1ock Derbysh re DE4 3FO 

Telephone/Fax: (0629) 55322 
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PAK·STAN 
HIGH 

ALTITUDE 
GAS 

SUPPLIES 
FOR 1994 
MLMSYSTEMS 

Consultation & Logistics 
Tel & Fax: 0286 871184 

E·M►i►◄ 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF 

iTAliESGMilEi 

tk-.tre-fn,~ ~ 
ALPINE 

CLIMBING 
Whatever your ability level/ 

experience, you'll find the right 
course in our Summer Programme. 

ENQUIRIES (UK): ISM, Brwyn Gwynant 
Lodge, Nani Gwynant, Gwynedd, 

LLSS 4NW. Tel. & Fax. (076686) 441 

~HEIGH~ 
is 
a 
HOTEL 
with 

BUNKHOUSE & ENSUITE ROOMS 
& 

THE BEST GRUB IN TOWN 
offering 

ROCK CLIMBING TUITION 

WILD ADVENTURE BREAKS 

FIRST AID COURSES 

MiitfJII 
ICELAND: unrivalled travel service, 
book and map supply for the 
mountaineer in Iceland, including our 
unique 12-day outback walking 
trips.Also sea and air tickets, car hire, 
etc . 33rd season, ATOL 2252. Dick 
Philips, Whitehall House, Nenthead, 
Cumbria CA9 3PX (0434 381440). 

ACCOMMODATION 

BREDE ARKLESS 
Courses: Wels h, Scottish & Alpine; 
Alpine being the French & New Zealand. 

Bunkhouse 
For information write with SAE to 

BUARTH, DEINIOLEN, 
GWYNEDD LLSS 3NA 

or Tel: 0286 870518 

BUFOVENllJIIBSLID 
3 Elim Grove (Dept M) 
Windermere LA23 2JN 

Tel (05394 45445 (24 hrs) 

Tailor-made treks and expeditions in 
Nepal for groups and individuals to suit 
your dates, interests and expenence. 

Trekking peaks, rafting and jungle 
safaris. Our brochure contains details 

of the arrangements we can make 
or send for our 152 page 'Guide for the 

Independent Trekker' 

'ADVENIURE NEPAL' 
UK £7, Europe £8, outside Europe £10 

All holiday payments insured through 
International Passenger Protection [td 

IF YOU'RE READING THIS, SO ARE 
YOUR CUSTOMERS. CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTS IN MOUNTAIN REVIEW 
ARE A COST EFFECTIVE WAY OF 
GETTING YOUR MESSAGE ACROSS. 
CALL 0778 393313 FOR DETAILS. 

BOOT REPAIRS 
3/4 soles ONL V £16.00* 
Vibram units fitted ONL V £23.50* 

·including return postage 

Contact 

CHESHIRE SHOE REPAIRS 
43 Folly Lane, Bewsey 
Warrington WAS 5ND 

Tel: 0925 414945 
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VISASPORTS .,,,,..____ 

MOUNTAIN RESCUE 

• ASS ISTANCE, CAR RELAY 

AND REPATRIAT ION 

• PERSONAL ACC I DENT 

• D PARTY LIABILITY 

• LEGAL EXPENSES AND ADVICE 

Insurance covers al l sports. 
inc ludin g para and hang g lidin g, 

ror a w ho le year. 

V I SAS PO RT S UK LTD, 
62 PRINCE STREET. BRISTOL BS I 4QD. 

02 72-226 222 or 02 72-308 654 



PHILIP LLOYD 

>> continued from page 82 
things. But, I guess, the experiences 
collect themselves. 

Someone said to me recently , 'It 's 
about time you lucked out and got up 
something.' You try your hardest, but 
topping out matters even less than the 
amount of experience you gain. Phil had 
a lready climbed twenty big Bolivian 
peaks and on his days off work he 
climbed the North Tower of Paine and 
La Aleta de Tiburron which, coinciden
tally, translates as Shark Fin. We teamed 
up for some intense free climbing. 
Intense for the speed with which we had 
to climb and walk to complete each 
route in a day. How easy it would be to 
miss the climbing partner who compli
ments your mood and skill so well. With 
this man there was no argument, no 
indecision, only laughter and swift move
ment. 

I was fit then but I found it hard and 
challenging to keep pace with Philip. He 
loved to read Tilman. He was his hero 
and like Tilman he was hard on himself 
- as his uncle said 'allowing no room for 
mediocrity'. Later Phi lip made an outra-

geous cl imb, Una Fina Linea de Locura , 
to the right of the South African diedre 
on the east face of the Centra l Tower 
and a new route on the Painetta. He then 
went on a ve1y adventurous winter trip 
to the ice cap where he made the first 
ascent of the Fickle Finger of Fate at the 
head of the Fjord of the Mountains. With 
such strength, five languages and a law 
degree he became affectionately known 
to the Meru team as the Robot and every 
time he went to his tent we pictured him 
changing his nuclear battery pack. 

On the morning of the eighth day of 
upward movement, Johnny accidentally 
dropped his plastic boot whilst trying to 
get it on his foot. With the sight of a 
fa lling boot fell the vision of a summit 
ridge. Phil gave Johnny a hug and rigged 
up the rappel anchors. There was no 
place for anger over a dream which was 
misplaced in the night. Destiny can't be 
side-stepped. 

An image flits by of the big man carry
ing two enormous haul-bags full of kit 
back towards our advance camp whilst 
Johnny and I struggled behind with one 
rucksack each. Back at base camp, 

knackered: 
'Hey, Ph il , I th ink we need to get 

straight back on this next season.' 'Count 
me in.' Then he went off and so loed 
Bhagarathi II in 24 hours to the summit 
and back to camp. 

Who knows what the future wou ld 
have witnessed. With him other climbers' 
dreams are lost. Dreams of repeating 
more Lloyd routes. There have been 
others in climbing's short histo1y. John 
Hoyland fell in the Alps in 1934 at the 
age of nineteen and he had made some 
of the most audacious leads of the time 
on Cloggy and Glyder Fach. His peers 
wanted to see what he'd do next but like 
Phil he never had the opportunity to face 
his limitations. 

The team, like others, will always carry 
his inspiration and I will hold some of 
the stoic and perhaps dangerous refusal 
to be budged into retreat which only 
developed, for me, in our partnership. 

Philip lost his life in December 1993 
when a rappel anchor pulled as he 
retreated off the Towers of Paine. He 
knew Paine. We shall miss him. 
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CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING -- ►iiif◄ii-ii~♦-iiii 

To advertise your goods 
or services in the 

classifieds section of 
MOUNTAIN REVIEW 

call Jackie on 0778 
393313 

BRAEMAR NORDIC 
SKI CENTRE 

UK's widest range of nordic and 
alpine ski touring equipment. 
Specialists in hillwalking and 

mountaineering gear. 
SEND FOR FREE COLOUR CATALOGUE OR 

CALL IN AND SEE us! 
Mar Rd, Braemar, Aberdeenshire 

AB35 5YL Tel: 03397 41242 

Eda le vta Activity Centre 
BEGINNERS AND IMPROVER$ CLIMBING WEEKENDS 

BEGINNERS AND IMPROVER$ NAVIGATION WEEKENDS 

ML TB SINGLE PITCH SUPERVISOR TRAINING & ASSESSMENT 

MLTB MOUNTAIN WALKING LEADER TRAINING 

WINTER MOUNTAINEERING SKILLS (SCOTLAND) 

OR Courses designed specifically for you . 

For further details contact: 
Edale YHA Activity Centre, Rowland Cote, Netherbooth, 

Edale, Sheffield S30 2ZH Tel: 0433 670302 

INSTRUCTOR IN 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

Highly experienced, enthusiastic practitioner with 
some teaching experience in a variety of outdoor 

activities required. 

£7,700p.a. + 8 weeks holiday 

Further details: 

Shropshire Education Authority Centre, Arthog, 
Gwynedd. 1139 lBX 

Fax/Phone 0341-250455 
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ONCE IN A LIFETIME PHILIP LLOYD 

Philip Lloyd by Paul Pritchard 

' T here are always a multi
tude of reasons on a 
big mountain for not 
going on but the most 
powerful , the one 

which decides above all others, is the 
lack of will.' Joe Tasker writing in Savage 

Arena 

IN SEPTEMBER 1993, a small team of mates 
went to the Gangotri Valley of the 
Garhwal Himalaya in India to attempt to 
climb to the untrodden summit of what 
we call the Meru Shark Fin. 

Few of you reading this will have 
heard the name Philip Lloyd. Why should 
you? He was a beginner in life, only just 
realising what his body and mind could 
do. Like the rest of us on that trip, he 
was only just shedding the confusion of 
youth but still held a willingness to exper
iment and learn. It was our first experi
ence of high-altitude alpinism on a big 
wall. We'd climbed 6o00-metre peaks 
before but not overhanging ones. 

Some of us were dealing with a new 
and radically different culture, reacting 
in many ways - puzzlement, disbelief 
and outrage. New relationships were 
formed with characters unlike any met 
before. We befriended Hindu ascetics, 
pestering them for knowledge. We 

became especially close to Om Giri -
Mountain of Power - who lived in a cave 
and sat naked in deep snow. We had the 
curiosity of children, living with open, 
seeing eyes, senses linked to our minds, 
perhaps not understanding all, but will
ing to absorb and ponder. Sponge and 
stone. And we had, perhaps, the naivety 

of children; Dave decided 
that the slope was too 
prone to avalanche and, 
very bravely, decided not 
to go near it. We saw the 
spire in the clouds and the 
romance became entwined 
with fear. It exhilarated us, 
this climbing on eggshells. 

Before I had sat with 
Phil in a Patagonian forest 
and talked of dreams and 
plans. 

'Trango?' 
'Nah! We can go there 

anytime, but Meru Central" 
An unclimbed peak by its 
hardest line. And we 

would try it free. Naive? Maybe, but I 
hope we never grow up. 

We looked further into the future. Trips 
to all the corners of the world - Asgard, 
Dickey, Antarctica, the Trangos, 
Spitzbergen. The plans spiralled and I 
reckon we shared the same broad vision 
of these trips. Not single accomplishments 
one after the other but an urge to explore 
deeper and deeper. Elemental forces and 
toil. But the dreams of future adventures, 
which turn into granite plans , can, it 
seems, become as ephemeral as a dream 
in the dawn hours. 

This piece is about Philip as part of a 
team on this climb and on others, and 
he was like us. We came from Britain 
and he from South Africa. He was a qual
ified lawyer, but he soon found that the 
mountains gave him the food for which 
he hungered. 

On that trip, all was shared - the dahl, 
the load-carrying, the close calls and the 
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exhilarating sights. How close we have 
all come - the day on the glacier when 
the sun was so hot it made our heads 
spin. I sat under an overhanging boul
der which gave shade whilst Philip was 
on top of it stashing gear. When we came 
back six hours later the huge rock had 
toppled. We joked of charmed lives and 
good omens for the climb, but I chilled 
momentarily as I looked in the direction 
of Bhagarathi III and recalled my other 
brush with granite when a block dropped 
hundreds of meters landing on my arm 
and ending my climb. 

While resting at base camp, we 
received a letter from the parents of a 
Spanish girl who was swept down in an 
avalanche on Meru North. They 
requested of us that we cement a plaque 
to an appropriate boulder. Philip was 
alarmed at the idea of a plaque on such 
beautiful rocks. What finer monument 
than the mountains themselves? But the 
plaque was fixed in place. 

And the shared sensations. The jumps 
in the cardiograph pattern, which make 
life so special - load-carrying in the gully 
at night, on those eggshells, trying not to 
wake the sleeping snow, careful not to 
talk too loudly. The torchlight in our foot
steps illuminating crystals of snow, white 
electricity lighting up Shivling, breathing 
in moments of adrenaline too numerous 
to recall. 

At the top of the gully, we hacked out 
an ice cave in a peculiar spherical serac 
that we named the Hanging Globe of 
Pleasure. Noel couldn't make it that far 
because of his 'bad altitude problem', so 
he started drawing up plans for the LAMC 
- the Low Altitude Mountaineering Club. 

One night we talked of the past. I first 
met Philip in Patagonia when Noel and I 
were attempting the Central Tower of 
Paine with Simon Yates and Sean Smith. 
He was guiding, working, like so many 
others , just to finance more climbs. A 
collector of experiences rather than 

continued on page 81 << 
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