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Pete Reagan searches for the route on the 
rock above the Jeff Park Glacier bergschrund. 

w 
u 
z 
<l: 
z 
...J 

u 
z 
<l: 

IN 
ORECON 

/1'$ 

__ _j 

BY DON ALAN HALL 

With an Epiloque by Nicholas A. Dodge 

WE HEREWITH ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS IS A "REGULAR" HILL, 
£SPEC/ALLY THE LAST 200 FEET. -JOHN D. SCOTT, 1921 

Sunday, March 30, 1806, wasn't a particularly 
pleasant day for Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and 
their party as they moved up the lower Columbia 
River on their return trip to St. Louis. The current 
was strong and unrelenting and it kept their day's 
travels to twenty-two miles, but sights of the magnifi
cent mountains bright with snow cheered them. 

In his journal Lewis wrote of seeing Mount Hood 
and Mount St Helens, which he called "a regular snow 
cone." Captain Clark wrote of spotting an unmapped 
peak: "Discovered a high mountain S.E. covered with 
snow which we call Mount Jefferson." 
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No higher honor could have been paid the United 
States' third President who sponsored their expedi
tion, for Mount Jefferson is the crowning jewel of the 
Oregon Cascades. Its standard route has long been 
considered the "best" climb in Oregon. At 10,497 
feet, Jeff is in the same league with the Northwest's 
big volcanic snow mountains. It also is a rock climb 
because of the impressive 400-foot pinnacle of frac
tured andesite which has the ability to awe all but the 
most fanatic of the Northwest's volcano scramblers. 

Mount Jefferson above Jefferson Park. 
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Lava boulder wedged among trees high 
on the south slopes of Mount Jefferson. 
How did it get there? 

WEST 

East-west section through the Oregon Cascades . 
(After Baldwin : Geology of Oregon) 

Eugene Formation- Tuffaceous, 
fossil-bearing sandstone & siltstone 

A Mountain is Born 

Mount Jefferson and its companions grew in a 
north-south line-possibly a fault or a weak zone in 
the earth 's crust-along the east flank of the older, 
eroded Western Cascades. Jeff began its volcanic life 
in the Pleistocene Epoch. Thus it was still growing 
when glaciation was reduc ing its older neighbors to 
the south, Three-Fingered Jack (7,841 feet), Mount 
Washington (7,794 feet), and North Sister (10,081 
feet) to mere skeletons of their former selves. 

In all probability, Mount Jefferson formed on a 
foundation of one or more broad shield volcanoes 
of the Pliocene Epoch. Many of Oregon's older vol
canoes such as Jeff's three neighbors mentioned above 
and others including Mount Thiel sen, the Husband and 
Union Peak, were these shield volcanoes. They were 
shaped like inverted saucers and the hot, basaltic lavas 
that composed them flowed out gently for a consider
able distance. 

While these older volcanoes threw up steep sum
mit cones only in their violent, dying days, Mount 
Jefferson was of a new generation. Atop its basalt 
base, it grew ever higher and steeper with the central 
conduit giving forth alternating layers of flowing, 
liquid andesite and airborne cinders. 

The Setting Today 

In the Mount Jefferson area, the High Cascade 
crest ranges from 5,500 to 6,500 feet in elevation 
with several minor and a few major peaks towering 
higher. Spurs extending east and west from the crest 
are separated by deep U-shaped valleys caused by 
glaciation. These are especially deep on the west side 
where Pamelia and Whitewater creeks have floors 
about 3,000 feet in elevation. These produce up to 
7,500 feet of relief contrasted with Mount Jefferson . 
Only eight miles west of Jeff's summit, the North 
Santiam River's bed is only slightly over 2,000 feet in 
elevation. 

Western slopes are thickly forested with douglas 
fir and hemlock, while east of the crest, the forest 
cover quickly thins to open stands of pine. Farther 

EAST 

Pliocene & Pleistocene flows & tufts 

Oligocene & Miocene flows & tufts 

WILLAMETTE VALLEY WESTERN CASCADES HIGH CASCADES DESCHUTES VALLE 
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Woodpecker Rid 
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Evolution of the west side of Mount Jefferson as suggested 
by E.I. Hodges : A-During the last glacial period , glaciers 
occupied an enormous cirque on the western slopes of pre
historic Jefferson. B-Recent eruptions from the summit 
area melted the ice and filled the cirque with lavas, muds, 
and agglomerates. Two important flows are shown; the 
southernmost formed Pamelia Lake. C-Streams carved the 
present day V-shaped valleys. Small glaciers have formed 
in the upper reaches. 
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Woodpecker Lava 

B 

Lake 

Milk Creek ., 
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DON ALAN HALL 

east, the pine belt gives way to junipers which, in 
turn, yield to sagebrush and the shrubs of semi-desert 
which grow in the Cascades' rain shadow. 

Mount Jefferson's pinnacle isn't composed of 
lava that solidified in the conduit pipe as is Mount 
Washington. Rather it is an erosional remnant - a 
steep-sided dome near the south end of the summit 
ridge. Crests extend both north and south from the 
highest point of the dome and part of the southern 
crest, sometimes called the South Horn, comes within 
ten feet of being as high as the summit. A few hun
dred feet south of the pinnacle is a minor peaklet and 
beyond, the summit crest breaks into several sloping 
ridges, the most pronounced of which extends south
westward toward Pamelia Lake. 

North of the pinnacle, the summit ridge extends 
several hundred feet to the rugged northern pinnacles. 
The serrate, knife-edged northern part of the ridge 
curves westward and breaks down into two aretes. 

Pliocene Crater 

The Pinnacle 

~:=.y Pleistocene Crater 

/ ..... /\\ Red Saddle 
.··········. 

Whitewater 

North Ridge 

The Pinnacle 

North Summits 

Rock 

-~ 
,----~-- -

-~ \.'-'--

/ .· -0, 
/ / // // 

Major features near the summit of Mount 
Jefferson as viewed from the north. 

Park Glacier 

Jefferson's feeding pipe apparently lies under the 
ridge not far north of the summit pinnacle. A large 
gendarme there may be the filling of the principal 
lava conduit. 

Eagle Rock, one of the mountain's most pro
nounced features, rises sheerly as a free-standing tow
er immediately north of the north summits. Well 
around to the northwest is another prominent pin
nacle-a high, tapering flake of rock, concave on the 
western side. It is known as the Prehistoric Monster 
or Northwest Pinnacle. 

East of the summit ridge, the mountain falls 
away sheer in walls of ice and snow ribbed with rot
ten rock. All of the west side of the curving summit 
crest looks into the great western cirque which once 
must have been filled by a large glacier. All that 
re_!Tlains now is two small bands of steep ice deep in 
the west flank's two principal couloirs - the Milk 
Creek canyons. t East of the mountain, however, 

t Lest confusion reign, be forewarned that there are 
two Milk Creeks on Mount Jefferson . The other 
Milk Creek drains a portion of the Whitewater 
Glacier on the east side. To add to the problem, 
there is a Whitewater River on the east side and a 
Whitewater Creek on the west side. 

Lava Conduit 

Whitewater Glacier 

Geological sketch of the east side of Mount 
Jefferson. The position of the lava conduit 
is shown. The sizes of the ancient and recent 
craters are projected. (After E.I. Hodges.) 



Above- Camp with a cinder cone backdrop, a characteristic 
of the Mount Jefferson Wilderness setting. 

Right- Clover shaped Bays Lake, Scout Lake (above), and 
picturesque Russell Lake are three of the five major lakes 
at Jefferson Park. Dozens of smaller ponds also dot this 
vast alpine parkland. 

Below- The east side of Goat Peak on Jefferson's south 
ridge is a delightful! alpine miniature. 

~ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ .■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ -; 

• SOME PLACE NAME ORIGINS 

:said Peter 

. 
~Bear Butte . • 
: Breitenbush River 

. 
~ Grizzly Peak 

: Pamelia Lake 

: 
: Russell Creek 
: Russell Glacier 
: Russell Lake . . . . 
: Waldo Glacier 

A descriptive name often applied to 
bare summits. It may be derived 
from the Latin "petrus", meaning ■ 
rock, but is more probably an illu- • 
sion to the rock of St. Peter and : 
his church. ! 
A bear-shaped pinnacle sits on its 
crest . 
Named by John Minto in 1873 after • 
a pioneer hunter of the North San- • 
tiam region . 
Refers to its appearance, rather than 
any bear encounter. 
Named by John Minto in 1879: 
" ... for Pamelia Ann Berry because 
of her cheerfulness as one of the 
girl cooks of the working party of : 
which her father and sisters were 
valued members." . After Israel C. Russell, an early geo- : 
logist-mountaineer, who described : 
the mountain in 1904. Many North- • 
west features bear his name. • 

,■ 

Early day judge, settler, captalist, • 
etc. He and John Minto made it to 

• Kerby's landing in the 1870's. • ............. ■• ■• ■ ■ ■ ••• ■• ■ •••• ■ ■ • .• ■ •• ■ ■• ■ •• ■ •• ■ •••••• ■ •• ■ •••• ■ ■ .... . 
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Above left-The long southern ridge of Jefferson is 
an expansive, barren pumice field. 

Above right-Bear Butte has unusual layering and a 
bear-shaped pinnacle, ... or is it a man's nose? 

Center left-Hunts Lake, one of two majestic lakes 
tucked away in an ancient glacial cirque. 

Lower left-The south side meadows on the plateau 
above Hunts Cove. The new Pacific Crest Trail passes 
through this area of lakes and ponds. 

southwesterly winter winds pile thick deposits of 
snow and these have formed Oregon's most extensive 
ice fie ld- Whitewater Glacier. Whitewater probably 
would be more accurately described as five small gla
ciers which have coalesced. Most of its meltwater 
flows eastward into the Deschutes River, but its nor
thermost lobe feeds a stream which runs west of the 
Cascade crest. 

Jeff's two most spectacular glaciers are on its 
north side- Jefferson Park Glacier, which forms under 
the north peaks, and Russell Glacier which is lower 
and farther west. Originally, the names of these two 
glaciers were reversed, but after about 1925, the 
switch became accepted. The change was appropriate 
because it is Jeff Park Glacier that is visible from the 
meadows of Jefferson Park at the north base of the 
mountain. 

Jefferson Park, at just under 6,000 feet, is the 
favorite campi ng area for climbers. Access roads im
mediately west have put Jefferson Park within five 
miles of a parking lot and the area has become over
used during its short, snow-free season. 

Waldo Glacier, on the mountain's southeast 
flank, is relatively small when compared with nearby 
Whitewater. By late summer, much of the southern 
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Above left-During-certain seasons, jillions of "mini
toads" invade the Jefferson area, making the trails 
a squishy affair. 

Right- The Whitewater Glacier has pushed up extensive 
morainal ridges as seen in this view from the summit. 
Lower right-Russell Creek funnels into a narrow, 
rock-walled canyon just below the Pacific Crest 
Trail. Being glacier fed, the flow increases markedly 
when the sun is high. 

slopes of Jeff are free from snow and the crumbling, 
relatively gentle 'ridges and extensive scree slopes are 
revealed. 

The south side of the mountain's equivalent to 
Jefferson Park is Hunts Cove, a pleasant area of lakes 
and meadows at 5,200 feet in elevation. Since the 
south or southwestern routes on the mountain tend 
to be tiring, tedious and not particularly interesting 
compared with the north and east side glacier climbs, 
it is an area used infrequently by climbers. Hunts 
Cove is about six trail miles from the Pamelia Lake 
Trail road head. 
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DON RUSSELL 

Indians and Explorers 

We don't know what natives of the region called 
Mount Jefferson before Captain Clark bestowed the 
name of his President. There surely was a native 
name, however, because the region north and east of 
the mountain was prehistoric hunting and huckleber
rying grounds for many of the peoples. A major In
dian trail passed east of the mountain near the west 
bank of the Deschutes River. It was used by natives 
of the Klamath Marsh areas of southern Oregon who 
went north to fish for salmon on the Columbia or to 
trade with the river peoples. 

Canadian Peter Skene Ogden of the Hudson's 
Bay Company led the first party of European descen
dents into Mount Jefferson's vicinity in 1825. Nine 
years later, Nathaniel J. Wyeth, a Yankee capitalist, 
explored to within a few miles of the east side of the 
mountain. Neither explorer left the relatively open 
eastern country, however, and entered the mountains. 

In 1855, Indians of several tribes were confined 
to the Warm Springs Reservation east and northeast 
of Mount Jefferson even though most of them were 
more at home fishing or trading along the Columbia. 
Mount Jefferson, being the region 's most visible land
mark, was chosen as the southwest corner for the 
reservation with the southern boundary being set as 
"the main branch of the Deschutes River" extend
ing eastward. Since Jefferson Creek, southeast of the 
mountain, was judged to be the " main" branch, the 
peoples of the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes con
tro l the entire eastern slope of Mou hf Jefferson . 

·climbers seldom have occasion to deal with tr i-
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Left-A cheerful! resident of the Warms Springs 
Indian Reservation, which extends eastward from 
Jefferson 's summit. 

Opposite-Morning mist rises from Scout Lake 
while the sun paints sparkling highlights on 
the trees at Jefferson Park 

bal officials, however, because with few exceptions, 
all access to the mountain is from the Wil lamette 
National Forest to the west. 

Mount Jefferson is barely inside the irregularly 
shaped, 99,600 -acre Mount Jefferson Wilderness 
Area which extends southward to within two miles of 
Santiam Pass and protects the slopes of Three-Fin
gered Jack. Toward the west, the clear-cut areas have 
crept to within about five miles of Jeff's pinnacle. 
Warm Springs Indian lands on the east, however, have 
so far been afforded more protection. 

When Mount Jefferson first started attracting 
climbers, it was deep in the remote wilderness which 
separated the settled Willamette Valley on the west 
and the open, ar id country on the east. Because the 
Cascade crest is relatively high, both north and south 
of the mountain, few early settlers passed any nearer 
than did Ogden or Wyeth. In the 1840's, however, 
there was some interest in a possible wagon road over 
the mountains between Jeff and Three-Fingered Jack 
where there is a pass about 5,500 feet in elevat ion . 
No road was ever built because the Santiam Pass area 
further south and several hundred feet lower proved 
more suitable for a crossing. 

Early trail blazers such as John Minto and John 
Waldo did venture wel l up the south slope of Mount : 
Jefferson. But like most other early climbers, the 
minor peaklet south of the Red Saddle was as high as 
they went. It was 1888 before there were adven
turers who weren ' t intimidated by the grim southern 
aspect of the pinnacle. 
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" ... started for the summit of Mount Jefferson for the 
purpose of taking part in the scheme of the Mazamas 
to send Heliographic messages from peak to peak, from 
B.C. to Mexico." -1895 

The first summit register. 

First Ascents 

The first ascent party of Ed Cross and Ray Far
mer, backed up by George Pearce, wasn't composed 
of mountaineers, but merely Salem businessmen in 
the wilderness on an August holiday. When they'd 
fished and hunted all they wanted to, someone sug
gested a climb of the south slope of Jeff. They carried 
their guns part way up the ridge from their Hunts 
Cove camp before deciding the armaments wouldn't 
be needed. 

At the Red Saddle, Pearce, a partner in the hard
ware store in which Farmer was employed as a tin
smith, decided he had more sense than Farmer and 
Cross, who was a butcher, because they elected to 
attempt the pinnacle. Butcher and tinsmith skirted 
around the left or west side of the rock at the upper 
edge of a steep-pitched snowfield. As Pearce wrote 
late r: 
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I did not like the looks of the wa y they were 
going and so did not follow them . I. . . amused my
self rolling great rocks down the ravine and if any 
living things were lurking in the t im ber down by 

" .. . Professor Huchinson noted that the boiling point 
(at summit) was 187½ degrees Fahrenheit. " -1895 

"We have made it so far on unhewn trails even 
if old packers say it will kill a woman to climb 
Pamelia Creek Hilt:' -1895 

"Miss Musa C. Geer and Miss Helen Hibbard 
are the first and only ladies ever reaching the 
top of Mount Jefferson to date." 

- George L. Gates, 1897 

"Found Mazama register box had been struck 
by lightning, burning two holes in same." 

- Carl C. Collins, 1911 

"The force of gravity never seemed to increase 
at such a rate of speed as it did on this trip." 

- B. Olsen, 1914 

"Arrived on summit of Mount Jefferson with 
first moving picture camera ever carried up the 
mountain." - Herman Bohlman, 1917 

"If the good Lord and by grit get me off this 
place, I shall introduce a bill before the Legisla
ture or Congress to prohibit such foolhardy tasks 
by American Citizens - for the Huns, that's 
different." - Jerry Cavanaugh, 1917 

Pamelia Lake they must have received a great fright, 
for the rocks rolled easy and far down ... 

He didn't know the whereabouts of his compan
ions for more than an hour. Then they shouted at 
him. 

I saw them leaning over the crags far above me 
and near the southeast or lower summit of the pin
nacle. From the point where they shouted to me 
there was no difficulty in reaching the summits of the 
Pinnacle and the connecting ridge, and they were in 
all probability the first to stand on those sublime 
heights ... 

Cross and Farmer had taken nothing to leave as 
a record of their ascent. But Farmer did jam a rifle 
cartridge into a crack in the rock before they descend
ed. Once their hol iday was over and they were back 
in their shops in Salem, their claim of a first ascent 
was ignored. "Our statements were, to be plain , rather 
disbelieved," Farmer wrote later. Indeed, nearly 20 
years later some Mazama officials in Portland still 
regarded Mount Jefferson as " an impregnable peak." 



"We are pretty scared as a big rock left down via 
Milk Creek about 600,000 miles an hour just 
now." - B. Montgomery, 1917 

" ... via the south spur and then straight, up the 
face of the pinnacle. Damn fools! We're not 
going down that way." - F. H. Jai ve, 1921 

"Some honeymoon trip." 
- Hazel A. Wilkes, 1923 

"I started a hiking trip from the Mexican border 
April 12 and followed the Rocky Mountains 
north to Canada, then across to Mount Rainier 
then south along the Cascades to here - 4 ½ 
months on the way." - Peter L. Parsons, 1924 

" ... this hill is one mean hill . .. " 
- Don M. Woods, 1926 

"Rocks! I'll dream about them for the rest of 
my life." - Julian R. Smith, 1926 

"Members of the Adirondack Mt. Club, New 
York, and Green Mt. Club, Boston. We greet 
you Mazamas." - Herbert Hauptman, 1926 

"The American flag shall now be on top forever." 
- Oli B. Lien, 1929 

"We are taking the book down . .. I hope the 
Mazamas will cherish this book as we Chemeke
tans would if we could keep it." 

- Fred Edmunsen, 1932 

What may have been Mount Jefferson's first true 
mountaineering expedition occurred in 1895. It 
ended in failure. However, a fairly large party lead by 
a Mazama, Prof. T. 0 . Hutchinson of Dallas, Oregon, 
did reach the base of the pinnacle and deposit a small 
register box and a ledger which remained on the 
mountain for 37 years. The group, which included a 
Salem man, E. G. Kerby, got no farther than the 
minor south peak where the register was left. For 
that reason, this peaklet across the Red Saddle from 
the pinnacle came to be known derisively as "Kerby's 
Landing." 

As the 19th century drew to a close, Mount 
Jefferson attracted more and more outing parties
mostly composed of residents of near-by towns and 
cities. Until 1897, however, the highest any reached 
was Kerby's Landing. 

Lem Gates, a wilderness guide who knew Jeff 
and its surroundings well, led Charles Roblin, a Salem 
attorney, and six others to the Red Saddle on July 14, 
1897. Three women were in the party and one jotted 

DON ALAN HALL 

The "Pinnacle", and the Red 
Saddle from Kerby's Landing. 

down this bit ot extemporaneous poetry in the sum
mit register: 

"Twas on July the fourteenth, 
In eighteen ninety seven, 

That a party of gallant mortals tried 
To find the way to heaven. 

Six hours and a half we tramped and climbed 
O'er many a dangerous point, 

Til at last we reached the Mazama box 
And her we did annoint. 

With six of the noblest gentlemen 
That trod this mountain soil, 

Three maidens fair and lots of pluck 
To fit them for the toil. 

Our inner selves with a hearty lunch 
Eaten without plates 

And coffee hot, both strong and good 
Made by Mr. Gates." 

After the "coffee break" at Kirby's Landing, 
Gates and Roblin "shoveled" a trail across the steep 
snow slopes at the base of the pinnacle and Gates led 
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the way up the blocky rocks above and with a rope 
assisted Roblin, Pearl Blackerly of Silverton, Miss 
Helen Hibbard, and Miss Musa Green to the summit. 
Gates also carried up the little metal box and register 
book the Mazama party had left below two years 
earlier. Another entry was made recording their climb 
with the added comment" ... the first and only ladies 
ever reaching the top of Mount Jefferson to date." 
They found nothing on the summit to indicate Cross 
and Farmer had been there before them, so they be
lieved they had made the first ascent. 

A few days later, Salem's newspapers reported 
their climb. One account said they were "the first 
persons who have ever reached the highest point of 
the mountain." But although they'd planted an 
American flag on top, they still had nothing to show 
as proof of their claim, for Roblin discovered he had 
no summit photographs because he had "put the films 
in wrong side foremost." 
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Left- A scrapbook montage of a 1907 north 
side climb. (From the Mazama annual.) 

Opposite- Pamelia Lake, the starting point 
for west side climbing routes. 

Below- A 1905 photo of climbers on the 
Jefferson Pinnacle originally captioned "a 
difficult bit of rockclimbing." 

So he organized another party including Circuit 
Court Judge George H. Burnett of Salem and E. C. 
Neal and J. H. Collins of the North Santiam Canyon 
village of Gates. Lem Gates would again act as guide. 

They made the ascent of Jeff's south slope and 
climbed the west side of the pinnacle on August 5, 
1897, but all plans to explore the crest, including the 
South Horn, had to be abandoned because of a thun
derstorm. They got off the mountain safely, but there 
was no time to look for the rifle cartridge that Ray 
Farmer said he left on top . Judge Burnett described 
the climb in eloquent detail in an article for a Salem 
newspaper. This second ascent of 1897 cast further 
doubts to the claim of a first ascent by Cross and 
Farmer. 

Mazamas were defeated by Mount Jefferson's 
pinnacle again in 1900. But by a special vote, mem
bers of the club declared Kerby's Landing of suffi
cient height that all those who climbed it could 



receive summit certificates. When their outing was 
over, some of the party suggested the pinnacle had 
never been climbed. The 12-year-old controversy 
flared anew in the letters-to-the-editor column of a 
Portland newspaper. 

The question of who truly was the first to climb 
Mount Jefferson really was never resolved. Lem Gates 
and Charles Roblin were convinced they deserved the 
honour because they believed Cross and Farmer 
reached only the South Horn of the pinnacle. It was 
reported that the cartridge shoved into the crack by 
Farmer eventually was found-on the South Horn. 
But the location never was documented satisfactorily. 

It is interesting to note that after the 1897 as
cents, no one questioned Cross and Farmer's claim to 
have climbed the pinnacle. They were, after all, 
respected businessmen in Salem. Arguments con
cerned whether they had touched home plate, as it 
were. Farmer tried to answer the doubters in 1907 by 
writing a letter which was published in the Mazama 
annual: 

. .. After having reached the top of the pinnacle 
it was just as easy to step to the top of one peak as to 
the other, and we certainly would not let an oppor
tunity like that pass without taking in all there was 
to it." 

Now, it is a question which no longer seems 
worth an argument. 

Other Routes 

Before the beginning of the 20th century, all 
climbs were made by way of the southern or south-

LUCIUS HICKS 

DON ALAN HALL 

western ridges late in summer when there was little 
snow. In the early decades of this century, the route 
up the southwestern ridge from Pamelia Lake probab
ly became more popular than the way from Hunts 
Cove which the initial parties used. 

The first known attempt to climb Jeff by an 
altogether different way was made on August 6, 1901, 
by Portlanders W. J. Brennan, Harry Dolph, A. H. 
Babb and A. P. McKinlay. They made a valient effort 
in their ascent of the northwest ridge between Russell 
Glacier and the great western cirque, and they gained 
the summit ridge despite having to flounder much of 
the day through soft snow. Had conditions been more 
favorable that year, they might have climbed the 
pinnacle, but as it turned out, they didn't have time. 

The first ascent not made from the south was a 
solo climb by Oregon City outdoorsman Sid Mohler 
who in August, 1903, backpacked nearly 100 miles to 
the mountain and then did the north ridge, climbing 
the rotten rock of the north summit to gain the sum
mit ridge and relatively easy access to the pinnacle. 
David B. Smith of Salem repeated the climb a year 
later. He wrote in the summit register that he found 
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Above- The summit of Jefferson in 1933, The 
climbers are holding up_ the new register books. 

Opposite- A recent climb on the south lobe 
of Milk Creek Glacier, now popular only in 
early season when snow cover lessens rockfall. 

Below- A summit photo taken in 1940 shows 
the progressive disintegration of the high point. 
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the hardest climbing "down under the main north 
pinnacle buttress." It was "much more hazardous 
than the main oeak ." he said . 

In -August, 1906, Mohler and Lucius Hicks of 
Portland climbed a route that generally followed the 
ridge between Jefferson Park and Russell Glaciers. 
They erected a 12-foot flagstaff on the summit which 
remained there for many years. 

The following July, Hicks led the first successful 
Mazama climb of Mount Jefferson-roughly by way 
of the 1906 route. The ascent was made difficu It 
by ice on the summit ridge and pinnacle. 

The first known ascent of the west side of the 
mountain was made by the Reverend Andrew J. Mont
gomery and William Montgomery of Portland. On 
August 24, 1914, they ascended the steep snow of the 
Milk Creek Glacier - undoubtedly the north lobe -
and reached the summit in just over eight hours climb
ing from their Pamel ia Lake camp. Reverend Mont
gomery may have made more early day ascents of Jeff 
than any other person and is reported to have made at 
least one solo climb of one of the northern rid\:]es. 

Another west side first ascent of the mountain was 
made in conjunction with the 1917 Mazama outing to 
Mount Jefferson. While a large party was ascending 
the southwest ridge from Pamelia Lake on August 14, 
Dr. and Mrs. Winthrop E. Stone pioneered a route up 
the steep ridge between north and south Milk Creek 
couloirs. Although they encountered a great deal of 
loose rock "resting on a hair trigger," and were forced 
to traverse a perpendicular barrier on steps cut in 
steep, blue ice, they reached the summit before the 
main party. 

The vigor of the old-time timber cruisers is legen
dary in Oregon. On August 26, 1922, two young 
employes of the Warm Springs Reservation forest 
service demonstrated that legendary strength by put
ting a route up the east side of Jeff in what surely 
was record time. The two, E. M. Pry and Harry 
Wolfe, took only four hours on their fairly direct 
attack up the middle of Whitewater Glacier from the 
Milk Creek that lies east of the mountain. They 
likely were on snow much of the way to the summit 
ridge. 

Peter L. Parsons of Mill City, Oregon, made an 
even faster first ascent August 26, 1924. But he was 
in training. He'd set out April 12 from the Mexican 
border, followed the Rockies north to Canada then 
turned westward and followed the Cascades south. 
He started his solo climb from Jefferson Park at 6 a.m. 
climbed up to Whitewater Glacier and 

" ... then up a rock spur to the saddle just north of 
the pinnacle which I also climbed from the north side . 
. . . Arrived here 9:45 a .m.," he wrote in the summit 
register . 

The Mazamas' 1925 outing to Jefferson Park is 
notable now for two reasons-first because their north 
side climb of Mount Jefferson was chronicled so 
vividly by leader John D. Scott in the club's annual 
publication and also because Scott was lucky to es
cape from that climb with his life. 



Their ascent may not have been much different 
than climbs done in 1906 or 1907 except for the 
make-up of the party. Scott took with him four of 
the strongest climbers in the club plus University of 
Oregon geologist Edwin T. Hodge, who compiled 
field notes on the old volcano as the climb progressed. 
They crossed lower Jefferson Park Glacier, mounted 
the ridge on its west side and proceeded up along the 
west side of that ridge, well above Russell Glacier. 
Then they traversed under the west side of the Prehis
toric Monster before gaining the main summit ridge. 
Because of the knife-edged nature of the ridge, they 
chose to stay well down on the side of the great 
western cirque and threaded their way over and 
around the piano-sized boulders stacked there by 
gravity. 

The party climbed the west side of the pinnacle 
and all were on top by 12:30 p.m. The climb might 
have been totally uneventful were Dr. Hodge not in 
the party. He stayed on the summit nearly four hours 
writing notes on his geologic observations while the 
others waited below on the summit ridge. 

Knowing it was many hours back to camp by 
the tedious route they'd ascended, Scott elected to 
try a short-cut down the east side to Whitewater 
Glacier. He was encouraged by seeing another party w 
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of Mazamas exploring some crevasses down there. 
Also, he had seen in the summit register that two 
climbers the year before had gained the summit ridge ..J 

by way of a chute above the Whitewater. Scott ~ 
descended nearly 500 feet in a likely looking chute <C 

when the sound of rockfall directly above him caused 
him to jump down to what he took to be a steep bank 
of soft snow. In reality it was hard ice covered with a 
little slush and although he had avoided the falling 
rock, he quickly slid far down the glacier and fell into ..J 

a small crevasse, suffering a dislocated hip in the fall. ~ 
Ed Peterson and Everett Philpoe descended to <C 

Scott and with members of the glacier exploration 
party who had seen the accident, they effected what 
may have been Jeff's first mountain rescue. Mean
while Fred Stadter and A. H. Marshall made a long 
descent of the northwest ridge with Dr. Hodge. 

While the most popular route up Mount Jeffer
son has for several years been via Whitewater Glacier 
from Jeff Park to the southeast ridge and Red Saddle, 
it was many years before climbers ascended glaciers as 
a matter of course rather than ridges. Because of the 
appallingly bad rock of the mountain, this fact is 
rather hard for us to understand, but until recent 
decades, glaciers were looked upon as awesome things 
to be avoided. The attitude of early climbers is illus
trated by the fol lowing excerpt from the 1905 Ma-
zama : 

There are three ridges on the north side of 
Mount Jefferson between wh ich are impassable gla
ciers seamed with deadly crevasses so that the ridge 
selected by the climber must be adhered to until the 
summit is reached, whence he can descend by one of 
the other ridges if he wishes to make an exchange of 
peril s. 

&.~- ' 
. " ·,;__ · 

1. :~ ~~ , , 
. 

.... ~ \ 
~~-·, ·~~r 



BRIAN OLSON PAT O'SHEA 

18 

Above- Climbers near the bergschrund on 
the upper Jefferson Park Glacier. 

Below- Starting up the summit pinnacle. 

Left- Moving along the northern part of 
Mount Jefferson's summit ridge. 



All early ascents of Mount Jefferson were essen
tially rock climbs whether by the southern slopes or 
the more precipitous northern sides. Even on the east 
side where Whitewater Glacier would have to be 
crossed, it is probable that most early climbers kept 
as much as possible to the collection of clinkers, 
dinner plate and angular, loose boulders that passes 
for rock on Mount Jefferson. Armin E. Furrer, who 
had been in the first ascent parties on both Mount 
Washington and Three-Fingered Jack, and George 
Rueter, stayed on the rock in their 1932 east side 
climb. 

On September 4 of that year, they did the ridge 
of steep, rotten rock directly east of the pinnacle. 
They'd planned to do the east side of the pinnacle 
too, but after nearly 12 hours of loose rock under
foot, in hand and tumbling down from above, they 
traversed right and reached the summit ridge imme
diately north of the pinnacle. Rueter was too ex
hausted to continue, but Furrer climbed on to the 
top. 

The 1933 official Mazama climb was one of the 
first large parties to use a nearly all-snow route to the 
pinnacle. On August 17, sixteen climbers ascended 
an angling route up Whitewater Glacier's central head
wal I. They descended to the glacier by way of the 

t 
--· 
1/ 

, ✓ 

, ~ 

Extensive break-ups appear on the Whitewater 
Glacier as summer draws to a close. Crevasses 
may make the route impassable. 

southeast ridge and traversed the east side of the 
mountain to return to their Jefferson Park camp. 

An accident on the same route about two weeks 
later resulted in deaths of three young Portland climb
ers, Donald Burkhart, Davis Mccamant and John 
Thomas. The deaths, attributed to a slip on hard 
snow on a steep part of the route, were the first we 
know of on the mountain. 

At the same time the three were attempting the 
east face, Everett Darr, Barney McNab and James 
Mount were pioneering the way up Jefferson Park 
Glacier. The glacier has been ascended part way by 
climbers before, but none before them had climbed 
the headwall to the summit ridge. 

With the way across Whitewater Glacier known 
to climbers and the quality of.the climbs on the north 
side glaciers discovered, the historic era of mountain
eering on Mount Jefferson was drawing to a close. 
Gradually, the old routes-the south and southwest 
ridges-were all but abandoned as tiring, tedious and 
not particularly interesting. At the same time, glacier 
climbs were coming to be considered something other 
then foolhardy visits to deadly or impassable terrain. 
And climbers all but abandoned the steep ridges with 
their hairtrigger rocks. -Don Alan Hall 

Victoria, B.C. 
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The Recent Age 

I was born in 1933. Hence this is my age of 
mountaineering, the recent age. In 1933 I was too 
young to appreciate the efforts of Everett Darr, Jim 
Mount and Barney McNab on Jeff Park Glacier, but 
later in I ife these events, along with more contempo
rary ones, proved to possess a fascination not attain
able by plodding down to work each day, fixing the 
leaky gutter of my house, or partaking in some dull 
social event, where most conversations ranged from 
that hot-new sports car so-and-so just bought, or my 
Aunt Matilda 's baby girl. 

For any of us who have pondered over mountain
eering history of the 1930's and 40's, there is a dearth 
of accomplishments compared to what happened be
fore and after. The great depression was one factor; 
World War II another. It was not unti l the 1960's that 
renewed int erest focused on pioneering new ascents 
on Mount Jefferson . 

Ou t of the hot Yak ima valley , Ph il Li zee and Don 
McPherson took to the f ield and cli mbed the East 
A rete. It was a sport ing cl imb inasmuch as they went 
back to the old school of Jefferson mou ntaineering by 
virt ue of doing their cl imb "a l l rock". It was a long, 
dangerous undertaking, and for these reasons it is the 
only route on the mountain whose difficulty is rated 
as a 111. 
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Far left- Ron Nicolai starts up the first pitch 
above the bergschrund on the East Face. 

Above- A climbing party on the Jefferson 
Park Glacier route . 

Mid- left - In the hourglass on the Warm Springs 
Couloir route on the southeast face. 

It is ironic that some mountains see the climber's 
boot first by those inclined to come great distances. 
It was under these circumstances that St. Elias was 
climbed by the Duke of Abruzzi; that Everest suc
cumbed to Hillary. In a more modest vein, Jefferson 
had its pilgrims too. From McArdle Laboratories in 
Madison, Wisconsin, Peter Sheldrick came to climb 
the left side of the east face, under the ominous over
hangs of the East Arete. Together with John Witte 
their ascent .went straight up the fall line. This route 
has been repeated but once. 

As the preceding indicates, most contemporary 
first ascenders have been east face devotees. Typical 
of such endeavors is the need for a high-clearance 
vehicle and preferably a "4-wheeler". The alternative 
of taking a Detroit Iron is that e~asperation will take 
the upper hand. 

In the early morning hours, with few curses sti 11 
unused, Nick Nicolai and Price Zimmerman left mod
ern transportation behind and started mucking up the 
snow towards the Warm Springs Cou lair on Jeff's S. E. 
face. Aided by moonlight, they quickly ascended 
Bald Peter, traversed Biddle Pass, and continued in a 
westerly direction up the ridge that separates Parker 
Creek from Milk Creek. From the Whitewater's glacial 
plateau, the route led in a direct line to the summit. 

The crux was, as is with a number of other Cascade 
volcanoes, where the glacier funnels through a narrow 
couloir, through which roar periodic avalanches and 
sporadic rocks (at alarming intervals). Not unlike a 
game of Russian Roulette, these. 

On this route interest is maintained to the very 
end as the summit pinnacle must still be surmounted 
and there is no "standard" route. Each party's des
cription varies due to the rotten rock crumbling away 
or icing which has taken place during the last storm. 
The pinnacle's east face probably has not been climbed 
more than a half-dozen times. 

Whatever is your pleasure, Mount Jefferson has a 
wide variety of snow climbs whether they be the easy 
Whitewater Route or the more difficult east face 
climbs. The rock nowadays is mostly avoided except 
when "there is no other way". 

I think that our third president, Thomas Jeffer
son, were he living today, would be proud that so 
many come to his mountain, to "recharge their bat
teries" and to seek a way of life that is simple and yet 
very demanding. Those of us who live beneath its 
shadow are grateful. May future generations be as 
lucky. - Nicholas A. Dodge 

Portland, Oregon 
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The traverse at the west base of Jefferson Pinnacle. 

An Ascent of Mount Jefferson 
Today's most popular route is the Whitewater Glacier 

and Southeast Spur from a base camp at Jefferson Park. Be
cause a glacier crossing is involved, it is a more technical route 
than the Hunts Cove or Pamelia Lake climbs, though only 
basic glacier mountaineering is involved . 

Climbers should register and obtain wilderness permits 
before entering the area . The Detroit Ranger Station of the 
Willamette National Forest is the usual sign-out point. 

Jefferson Park can be reached in several ways. The 
fastest and most direct approach favored by climbers is the 
Whitewater Road trail. From the Whitewater Campground just 
off State Highway 22, take Forest Service Road No. 1044 to 
the trail head at its end. The trail (No. 3429) passes a junction 
in 1½ miles, and continues on another 2½ miles to the Pacific 
Crest Trail (No. 2000), locally called the Oregon Skyline Trail. 
One mile further to the north, the Jefferson Park meadows 
begin. An alternate approach is along the Pacific Crest Trail 
south from Breitenbush Lake, about six miles. 

The parkland with its meriod of lakes offers an infinite 
choice of campsites as secluded as you wish. Mount Jefferson 
looms above the southern margin, its lengthy northern ridge 
reaching down into the meadows, forming the first obstacle of 
the climb. At first light, the party should be well on its way, 
working its way over the ridge and onto the Whitewater Glacier 
which merges with the ridge on the southeast . A prominent 
gulley on the west side is one route choice, the wooded slopes 
well around to its left are another. Either way you end up atop 
a narrow morainal ridge crest leading out onto the glacier. 

Cross the expansive Whitewater Glacier angling up to
wards the southeast spur. There are a few break-up zones, but 
these are usually no problem. In late summer, however, giant 
crevasses may open and totally block the route. The ridge 
beyond is gained wherever the glacier permits. It is ascended 
until it merges with the other southside routes above Waldo 
Glacier. Continue on to the Red Saddle. 

The easiest Pinnacle route, a roped climb for most, is on 
the northwest side. Traverse 200 feet north across steep snow 
slopes and around a corner, then upward to a large, flat-topped 
boulder. Climb the rotten rock diagonally to the left for 120 
feet, then right 20 feet over a small buttress to sloping ledges 
and thence onto the summit ridge. 

If snow conditions do not permit the traverse, there is 
a slightly harder route on the west face leading directly to the 
saddle between the two high points. 

23 
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MOUNT JEFFERSON 
-MOUNTAINEERING CHRONOLOGY-

1a. South Slopes 1888: Ed Cross 
(Hunts Cove) Ray Farmer 

1b. South Slopes 1897: Pearl Blackerby 
(Second Ascent) Lem Gates 

Musa Geer 
Helen Hibbard 
Charles Roblin 

2. North Ridge 1903: Sid Mohler 

3. Northwest Cleaver 1906: Lucius Hicks 

(Ridge between Russell and Sid Mohler 
Jeff Park Glaciers) 

4. Russell Glacier and 1907: Lucius Hicks 
Prehistoric Monster John Lee 

S. J. Stammers 
F. W. Vollman 

5. Milk Creek Glacier 1914: Andrew Montgomery 

(Probably North Lobe) William Montgomery 

6. Milk Creek Ridge 1917: Mr . and Mrs. 
Winthrop Stone 

7. Milk Creek Glacier, Unknown 

South Lobe 

8. East Face 1922: E. M. Pry 
(Details unknown) Harry Wolfe 

9. Northeast Spur 1924: Peter Parsons 
(Details unknown) 

10. Jefferson Park Glacier 1933: Everett Darr 
Barney McNab 
James Mount 

11. East Face to Kerby's Landing 1933: Lynn Darcy 
(May be the same as No. 8) Ed Marshall 

Pau I Spangler 

12. Descent of Southeast Spur 1933: Lynn J. Darcy 
and Whitewater Glacier to Martha Darcy 
Jefferson Park Winona Gulker 

Nelle Heizer 
Ed J. Hughes 
Beatrice McNeil 
Fred McNeil 
Margaret Payton 
P. G. Payton 
Martha Prothero 
Harriet Rogers 
John D . Scott 
Pau I E. Spangler 
Emma Jo Stewart 
Louis Waldorf 
Becky Wood 

13. East Arete 1964: Phil Lizee 
Don McPherson 

14. Whitewater Headwall 1964: Peter Sheldrick 

(East Face) John Witte 

15. Northeast Headwall 1965: C. Bailey 
D. Berrain 
J. Berrain 
S. Ferguson 

16. Warm Springs Coulo'ir 1969: Nick Nicolai 
Price Zimmerman 

Top- Aerial view of the northwest side. Jefferson 
Park Glacier is on the left, Russell Glacier on the 
right. The Northwest Cleaver lies between. 

Center- Climbers checking their ropes and Prusiks 
on the Whitewater Glacier. 

Bottom- The southeast slopes of Mount Jefferson 

blanketed in winter snow. 
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WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 
PART 1: PREPARING FOR AN ACCIDENT SITUATION 

The tremendous influx of people 
into the mountains and backcountry has 
brought with it a frightening increase in 
accident statistics. Many of the hikers, 
backpackers, climbers, and mountaineers 
venturing into the wilds have had little or 
no experience with first aid, survival, and 
the leadership response that an accident 
situation requires. Some may naively con
tinue this way indefinitely; others may 
already feel uneasy, wondering when their 
"luck" will run out and a broken ankle or 
unexpected illness will reduce a pleasant 
weekend trip to a nightmare experience 
for the entire party. 

What would you do if an accident 
occurred to members of your mountain
eering party? How would you react to the 

: • ;;; ~h~~;;r~~~; •;;;;e• ::e;; •t~k;~ ~~ "a• s~•e~ •; 
• cialized mountaineering first aid course at : 
: Seattle's Camp Long. Realistic accident si- : 
: tuations are used as a training tool. Injuries • 
: are simulated with a special kit produced : 
: by SIMULAIDS, INC., Tinker Road, Wood- : 
• stock, N. Y. 12498. An article on injury si- : 
~ mulation is scheduled for a future issue of : 
: OFF BELAY. • 
··············~~--···················· 

problems confronting you? Are you sure 
you could manage the situation, no matter 
how difficult? 

Being prepared for an accident situ
ation is like being prepared for a climb. 
For both, you must plan, familiarize your
self with expected conditions, gather the 
necessary equipment, and train. If any 
of these preparations are inadequate, the 
climb is probably resigned to failure. For 
example, if the first step (planning) is not 
performed thoroughly and expertly, you 
may never find the mountain, much less 
the summit. Unfortunately, not being 
prepared for an accident situation may 
have more serious consequences. 

Such preparations are simple and 
require only a minimum of time. The 
challenge, however, is to motivate your
self into preparing for a situation which 
may never occur, a situation we would 
much rather not think about at all. 

It is hard to visualize the results of 
not being prepared for an accident or an 
emergency, unless you have experienced 
it. Many climbers unfortunately have. 
This article and its sequel, Responding to 

BY DICK MITCHELL 

an Accident Situation, draws upon their 
experiences to establish plans for accident 
preparedness and emergency action. 

Mental and Physical Preparation 

Preparing for an acc_ident situation 
can be divided into. two categories - the 
mental and the physical. 

By mental preparation, we mean ac
quiring a working knowledge of first aid. 
For the past few years, The Mountaineers 
and the Seattle-King County Chapter of 
the American National Red Cross have 
worked to develop and improve a moun
taineering oriented first-aid program which 
will prepare people to render lifesaving 
help to an accident victim where skilled 
professionals are many hours or days 
away. A combined standard/advanced 
course takes about thir_!y hours to com
plete. Red Cross instructors are drawn 
from various mountaineering groups for 
these specialized courses, and have at their 
disposal an array of training aids in addi
tion to their own climbing experience. In 

Continued 
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FIRST AID 
BE CALM-DO NOT MOVE PATIENT UNTIL EXTENT 'OF INJURIES 
DETERMINED 
TREAT in this order: 

EXCESSIVE BLEEDING - Apply pressure directly to bleeding area. If this does not control bleeding, apply finger pressure to an artery where it passes over a bony surface between the wound and the heart. 
BREATHING - Give mouth to mouth resuscitation if patient stops breathing at the rate of 12 times per minute. If heart stops beating, give external cardiac massage at the rate of 1 compression per second. Do not interrupt cardiac massage for artificial respiration; rather, have another person administer mouth to mouth between chest compressions. Use cardiac massage with extreme caution. 
SHOCK--Elevate lower body , keep warm and dry. Avoid pain with aspirin-type drugs and careful handling. 
FRACTURE-Always check first for neck and back injuries before moving (see below). Splint w ith anything available including undamaged limbs. Pad well. Try to immobilize joint above and below fracture. All fractures except those of the arm require stretcher evacuation. 

HEAD INJURIES 
a Control scalp bleeding by direct pressure. 
b. Look for bleeding from ears, mouth or nose and unequal pupils, unconsciousness. These indicate urgent evacuation to hospital. 
c. If above not present and patient consious. 

May walk out if: May NOT walk out if: 
Aware of time and place Severe headache 
Minimal headache at spot of injury Unequal pupils 
No nausea or vomiting Pulse rate less than 45 
No paralysis or weakness Nausea and vomiting 
No neck stiffness Loss of orientation 

Defect in visual field 

NECK INJURIES 
a Suspect neck and back injury in a fall of any distance. 
b. If neck sore or weakness or loss of sensation anywhere below, fracture is possible. 
c. Exert tension to head (pull ,may from body). If head is lying in an odd position splint it as is. 
d. Avoid any forward or sideways bending of the head by placing a rigid splint vertically at the back of the head and neck and bandaging or taping it securely to forehead and chest. 

BACK INJURIES 
a Feel for tender spots and check for paralysis or sensory loss before moving victim. 
b. Do not set patient up or flex forward at any time. 
c. Evacuate on rigid stretcher with clothing pad under small of back. Do not evacuate until rigid splinting is available. 
d. Type of evacuation more important than speed in neck and back injuries provided victim is protected from hypothermia while waiting. 

RESCUE INFORMATION 1973 
THINK over the whole situation. Take time to get yourself in command of all 

the facts. 
Then if ourside help is required: 

MAKE LIST 
1. Extent of injuries. 
2. Exact location of accident. 
3. Time of accident . 
4. Manpower, food and equipment on scene. 
5. Name, address and phone of victim. 
6. Names and phones of other party members. 

SEND FOR HELP 
Two people, if possible. Always have someone with the injured person. 

MARK ROUTE on the way out. Be careful. 
TELEPHONE 

In all areas except National Parks, call the operator and ask for the local 
County Sheriff 

In National Parks, notify the nearest Park Ranger. 
TELL THEM 

1. Information li sted above. 
2. Distance by road, trail and off the trai l . 
3. Type of terrain . 
4. Probable time to reach the accident. 
5. Equipment and manpower required. 
6. Where you will meet rescue party. 
7. How you can be contacted by phone until arrival of rescue team. 

REMEMBER 
Stay on the phone until assured by a responsible agency that help is on the way . 
Wait for rescue party and guide them to the scene, if possible. 

GROUND/AIR EMERGENCY CODE 
Lay out these symbols 8 feet in height or larger when possible and exactly as shown. Use any material available that will give maximum contrast against background such as fabric, wood, stones or stamping in snow. 

I Require doctor. Serious injuries 
II Require medical supplies 
X Unable to proceed 
F Require food and water 
K Indicate direction to proceed 

+ Am proceeding in this direction 
LL All well 

N NO 
Y YES 

A Not und•stood 

DISTRESS SIGNAL: THREE OF ANYTHING, Visual or Audible, 
Repeated at Regular Intervals. 

DISTRESS SIGNAL ANSWER: lWO OF ANYTHING 
INTERNATIONAL DISTRESS SIGNAL: SIX OF ANYTHING. 

WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 
Continued 

weight is less than two pounds, but that 
two pounds may make a great deal of 
difference should a serious injury occur. 

3. First Aid and Rescue Directions. 
No one's memory is perfect. You may 
wish to carry technical information on 
what first aid to perform for various in
juries or what rescue techniques should be 
started, if any. CAUTION: If you use 
such information, please do so away from 
the victim. Nothing can reduce confidence 
more than a rescurer reading how to splint 
a fractured ankle over an already terrified 
victim. 

addition to the Red Cross text and course 
materials, a supplementary text published 
by the Mountaineers 1 is used in conjunc
tion with slides, movies, an d simulated 
wounds kits which give added realism to 
students' first aid experience. Students 
bring thei r packs to gain experience in 
improvising rope stretchers, splinting ma
terials, and other emergency gear. 

By physical preparation , we mean 
assembling the items necessary to respond 
meaningfully to an accident situation. 
The starting point is a good mounta ineer
ing first aid kit. Beyond that, there are a 
number of items which shou Id be carried 
when venturing into a mountain or wilder
ness environment. Without them, it may 
be extremely difficult , if not impossible 
to respond adequately in an emergency 
situation. I call these items the Ten Essen
tials for Accident Response. Thei r total 

1 · Mountaineering First Aid by Dick Mit
chell, published by The Mountaineers, 
P.O. Box 122, Seattle, WA 98111 . $1.95 
For review, see OFF BELAY No. 8, 
Apri l 1973. 

The Ten Essentials 

1. Wire Splint (weight 4 ounces, 
prepackaged) . This item need not be 
carried on al I trips, but always consider 
the problem. For example, below timber
line, you can readily improvize a splint 
from a branch or stick. If you are above 
timberline, however, an ice axe is not an 
adequate splint for an arm, forearm or 
wrist fracture. Its use may very well cause 
more harm than good . In this case, a wire 
splint, disassembled packsack, or ice or 
piton hammer is essential. 

· 2. Ground Insulation (Size, 12x 18 
x3/8 inches; weight 1 ounce). If each 
member of the party carried a small peice 
of Ensolite or polyethylene foam to place 
under a victim, he could easily be insu
lated from the ground or snow. It is ex
t remely important that this be done. Body 
heat loss, particularly if ari accident occurs 
during heavy exertion, IA!il l be very rapid. 
At other t imes, you can use the insulation 
to sit on, place unde~ your' stove, o r lean 
against du ring a cold bivouac'. 

4. Flare (weight 4 ounces, 1½ inch 
diameter x 5 inches) . Today, the possi
bility of helicopter evacuation is high. One 
piece of information a helicopter pilot 
needs to know is wind direction . You can 
indicate this by using a streamer (which 
is difficult to see at height) or a smoke 
flare. U.S. Coast Guard approved day 
smoke flares cost about $2.50. Cut the 
wooden handle off to I ighten the load. 

5. Accident Form and Pencil_ Thor
oughly completing an accident report is 
absolutely essential. It serves as a check
list to insure that everything possible has 
been done for the victim. It also insures 
that those going for help have correct and 

Continued 
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The Mountaineers 

ACCIDENT REPORT FORM 
This form is 10 be completed in duplicate AT 1h11 scene of the acddent for each injured member of the p11rty. One cop y ,s to be taken out by the 

messengers repOrting the accident end given to the responsible rescue agency. The other copy is to be retained by the Leader and subsequently 

forwarded to !he Club Busir>e$5 Manager with in th ree deys 

Location 

Complete 
Desc ription 
of Acc ident 

Injured 
P•son 

Injuries 

First Aid 
Treat ment 

A M .□PM□ 

Quadrangle · 

Exac t Locati o n hnclude marked map ti poss,blel 

Terra,n Glac,e, 0 Snow O Brnsh O T,mber O Roc k D Tra il D Heathe r D Easy O Modera1e O Steep 0 

0 1her 0 
Ascendmg D Descend ing 0 
Roped O Unroped 0 
Roc k F all O Ice Fall D 
Avalanche D Il lness 0 
Excess Heat O Cold 0 

lt-W,-m-..,-., .----------------1
 Equ,pment Faolure O Oth•H 

I Age : 

Male O FemaleQ 

Phone : 

Whom 10 No11fv 
I Phone 

Overall Condition : 

Good O Fair O Serto,;s O F;,tal O Unconsc,o,;s · Yes O No 0 

lnj,;ry 1 Location on Body : 

lnj,;r y 2 Locat,on on Body 

Type of lnj,;,y 

Other Location on Body : 

lnjm,es 
Ty pe of lnj,;ry 

General : Bleeding Stopped 0 
Artif,cia l Resporat,on 0 
Treated tor S>iock 0 

lnj,;ryl 

lnj,; ry 2 

Other 

lnj,;nes 

II yes,len91h of t,me 

Shelter 8,; 11 ! 0 
Wa rm Fl,;ids Given 0 
Evac ,;at,on D 

.WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 

011-T h1a-Scene 

Plans 

P..-sonnel 

Equopmen! 
Available 

Weathe,-

Type of 
Evacuat,on 
A!l<:Ommended 

Party Leadw 

Messengers 
Sent for Help 

Club 
Contact. 

Furthe, 
Information 
II Any 

Recommendations 
For Future 

Climbs 

W,11 Stay put O W1 II evac ua !e to lrall O Ro;,d O Will eva c,;ate a shor t d,s1ance to she lter 0 

W,11 seod some membe rs o,;1 0 Ot her · 

V,e w F,nders O Experier,ced O ln t er med,a1es 0 
Ca pab,tny for a b•vou;,c Yes O No D 

ATTACH t he pre-1rop prepa,ed LIST OF PARTY MEMBERS ooclud,ng name1,. addresses. and phone numbers to the 

Acc,dent t'o ,m btung taken out 

Ten ts O Sl eeping Ba~ 0 Ensot, 1e O Flares O Saw O Ha, dware O Ropes O Stoves and Fuel 0 

Other 

Warm O Modera!e O FreP>1n9 0 Snow D Wmd O Sur, 0 Clouds O Fog O Ra,n O Othe, 

H~locupter D Loweflng Op.er,111on O Carry -ou t O None unt, I Spec,a i,red Med,cal As,,1rnncc Availab le 0 

Speedy 

Special Equ,i,men1 needed A19,d lo, t hopedoc 1tre1chf'r IO 01her 

No11fy o ne o f 1he t o llo w ,ng •nd,v•d uals 1mmed,a1el y follow ing the ,esc,;e Long d1nar,ce calls cao be mad e collect 

Equ ipment 

Leade rsh,p 

Ro ut e 

Continued 

accurate information. And it allows you 

to collect the information for subsequent 

analysis while it's available and readily 

remembered. Later, you may inaccurately 

guess distances, times, locations, etc. 

The first aid and rescue information 

sheets and the accident questionaires 

are reprinted with permission of The 

Mountaineers. 

The elbow dunking trick may work at 

home for baby's bath, but don't count on 

it on a mountain. If you suspect an indi

vidual has a fever, check it . Although the 

accuracy isn't perfect, you at least will get 

some idea if infection, illness, or hypo

thermia is a problem 

Even better, fill out two forms. Give 

one to those going for help to be forward

ed to the sheriff, and the other to the 

party leader for future use in answering 

questions. 
6. Saw (weight 6 ounces, length 

15 inches). A small trimming saw can be 

easily fit vertically into almost any pack. 

Its uses are a) a splint for forearm or 

wrist fractures, b) for cutting ice blocks 

in constructing an emergency igloo or 

snow shelter, and c) for sawing branches 

for an emergency fire or in constructing a 

branch stretcher . You can appreciate the 

need for a saw if you have ever tried to 

cut two-inch slide alder with a pocket 

knife. 
7. Therrr10meter (-40 to +120 de

grees F., weight 2 ounces). This item is 

used to determine the temperature of 

water prior to immersion of frostbitten 

fingers or toes (98 to 104 degrees F.). 
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WIRE SPLINT 

ENSOLITE 

FIRST 

Am 
DIRECTIONS 

ENSOLITE 

FLARE 

ACCIDENT FORM 

SAW 
TAPE 

TWINE 

TUBE SHELTER 

THERMOMETER 

8. Tube Shelter (weight 5 ounces) . 

A tube shelter is an extremely light-weight 

life saving essential. In a downpour, the 

victim must be kept warm and dry. If his 

injuries permit, get him into something 

that won't wick water or blow away. 

9. Twine (60 feet x 1 / 8 inch, cot

ton, weight 4 ounces) . For constructing 

a branch stretcher . Much better than cut

ting up a rope (and much less expensive). 

Besides, twine can be used for dozens of 

other applications from hanging up your 

wet clothes to catching fish. 
10. Marking Tape (25 feet, weight 1 

ounce). More than one life has been saved 

in the past few years because the indivi

duals going for help marked the way back. 

Those going out for help may not return 

to the accident scene for any number of 

reasons. Pinpointing the accident location 

on a map is often not enough. If those 

going for help get lost, they have a meth

od of retracing their steps . -Dick Mitchell 
Seattle, Washington 



THE 

VERSATILE 

ASCENDER 
BY NEAL H. HUMPHREY, JR. 

Chris moved his second Jumar up 
the hauling line, the cam open to help it 
slide up the rope. He exclaimed in dismay 
and surprise as the top clamp popped off. 
Lunging to save himself, he snatched at 
the rope, the rock, the air. The cam on the 
second Jumar clicked shut, missing the 
rope. The world blurred and spun . .. 
jerked to a halt. . . and he hung a few 
inches down the line. After a moment to 
contemplate eternity he reached up with 
the recovered Jumars and clipped into the 
rope - above a Gibbs ascender. 

The fatigue precipitated by a solo 
clim b in extreme heat set the stage for 
Chri s Pedigo 's adventure. The Jumars 
weren 't equipped to cope with the com
bination of failure and care lessness. Most 
climbers are familia r with similar incidents 
of ·Jumars popping (particu larl y during 
t raverses) , breaking, and peeling kernma n
t le sheaths. The Gibbs ascender may p ro
vi de climbers with a means of compensat-

ing for some of the drawbacks associated 
with Jumars. 

Reliability and Safety 

The Gibbs' optimum feature is its 
reliability . Attaching the ascender requires 
dismantling it and placing the rope inside 
the body and reassembling the ascender 
completely around the rope. It is impos
sible to dislodge the rope without breaking 
the ascender. The cam freely rotates and 
is levered against the rope by the weigh t 
of the climber. A normal closure with a 
Gibbs is unlikely to damage the rope any 
more than stepping on it. 

Tests by the manufacturer demon
strate that the Gibbs is capable of with
standing up to 1600 pounds of stress with
out damage. Under loads of 1800 pounds 
the bearing hole enlarges and the cam de
forms plastically . Howeve r, random sam
ples of the ascender have been subjected 
to pull loads of 2500 pounds wi th out 

catastrophic failure. I have inspected 
three ascenders used for self-belay in solo 
climbing. Each of the ascenders had sus
tained several falls of varying nature. None 
of them showed any damage. If a Gibbs 
should happen to sustain a severe load 
(like a long leader fall) it probably should 
be discarded . 1 

The Gibbs is capable of operating 
under the range of conditions typ icall y 
encountered in mountaineering. Actual 
use in the Tetons and spelunking demon
strate that frosted or muddy ropes do not 
hamper its effectiveness. In some tests I 
ran, I found the Gibbs would function on 
a frozen five millimeter rope! 

Continued 

1 · The limiting factor in an extreme load 
situa t ion is not the strength of the ascen
der. Rope damage will occur well below 
the failure load of the ascender. See 
"How Strong is a Gibbs Ascender" else
where in this issue. 
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Catalog 
Dept. OB, 1525 11th Ave. 

Seattle, Wash., 98122, U.S.A. 

The complete 
how-to book on 
backpacking: 
• equipment 
• hoisting a pack 
• eating and sleeping outdoors 
• common dangers 
• route-finding 
• rough-country trave l 
• cross-country rambling 
• backpacking with chi ldren 
Over 100 photos, plus drawings 

by Harvey Manning 
Paperbound, $2.95 A 
now at your bookstore W 
VINTAGE BOOKS 
a divis ion of Random House 

Contributor: 

SUMMIT! A modest sized 
pach with leather bottom for 
the resourceful person, shi 
mountaineer or climber ... 
find joy in travelling light. 
Send soc £or our catalog. 

SIERRA DESIGNS 
Department OB-JO 

4th U Addison Streets 
Berheley, Ca. 94710 

choices! · 

" Your product is of superior quality 

at on honest price " 

·1 like it . I like it " 
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very good ." 

"A fine , outstanding example 
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" / love it! On my trip to 
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ter bog." 

'Truly a piece 
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Recommendation to 

all ." 
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o r w r it e us f o r a free 

consumer brochure 

and dealer li st at : 

CAMP?. 
3235 Prairie Avenue 

Boulder, Colorado 80301 
(303) 444-2772 



THE GIBBS ASCENDER 
Continued 

0 

Above- The components of a Gibbs 
ascender. A standard ascender is shown 
to the right of the cam, a quick release 
ascender to the left. 

Below- The "foot and knee" method 
of ascending a rope. The technique was 
developed for vertical caving. 

Ascending 

The manufacturer recommends a 
foot-and-knee attachment with slings for 
ascending with the Gibbs. This technique 
restricts most Qf the effort of ascending 
to the legs. A third Gibbs, carabiner, or 
pulley attached to a chest harness frees 
the hands to grasp the rope or rock for 
balance. When mastered this method is 
less strenuous than Jumaring and signifi
cantly faster, particularly in a free prusic. 
The edges of overhangs and flakes can be 
passed by pushing yourself away from the 
face . 

Unfortunately this speed and effi
ciency is of little use in cleaning an aid 
pitch . Bypassing a carabine r that is under 
tension from the rope requires a complex 

0 0 

maneuver involving removal of an ascend
er from a foot, clipping into the pin to 
relieve the tension, and fixing the ascender 
back to the foot. By that time the A4 
pin you're on has popped and you're hang
ing by one foot ... well, cleaning is easier 
and more effective using Jumars. 

Anyone who has attempted to back 
up Jumars with a prusic knot is acquaint
ed with the frustration of rhythm inter
rupting jamming. A Gibbs ascender linked 
to the bottom Jumar or swami belt will 
follow unobtrusively without interferring 
with cleaning or ascending. The only at
tention the Gibbs requires is putting it on 
and taking it off. 

Continued 
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THE GIBBS ASCENDER 

Hauling 

The design of the Gibbs ascender 
can simplify hauling procedures. A stan
dard system is used, substituting the Gibbs 
for Jumars. 2 The holding Gibbs does not 
have to be weighted. The payoff is mag
nified when the pumping Gibbs is attached 
to a foot. You can hang on, play a guitar, 

· semaphore your woman in the valley, 
throw rocks, take pictures, make obscene 
gestures, or put your hands in your·pock
ets whilst pumping away with your leg. 

Solo Climbing 

For self-belay the Gibbs offers sev
eral advantages. A short sling of about 
eight to twelve inches between the ascen
der and swami belt exaggerates the lever
ing action of the cam and diminishes the 
risk of jamming the cam open with your 
body in a fall. Although there seems to 
be a possibility of jamming the cam open, 
it never has come close to happening to 
me or other climbers I know who use this 
technique. 

In protecting a solo lead the greater 
reliability and strength of the Gibbs en
hances confidence and machismo. For 
direct aid the Gibbs alone is sufficient, 
but free leads expose a major drawback. 
The freely rotating cam allows the rope to 

slide too easy for free climbing. It's dis
concerting to be in the middle of a series 
of delicate moves and discover the fifteen 
feet of slack you had pulled through has 
been reduced to eight feet because the 
weight of the running end of the rope had 
pulled it back! My enthusiasm for the 
Gibbs' rugged dependability was conceived 
after a fall caused by such a situation (I 
was torn betwixt anger and gratitude). An 
easy and synergistic solution is to orient a 
Jumar behind the Gibbs to keep the slack 
where it will do the most good. Secure 
the Jumar with a sling longer than the 
sling to the Gibbs (to prevent the Jumar 
from catching a fall). When pulling slack, 
remove the Jumar and replace after the 
desired slack is accumulated. This addi
tion also increases the margin of safety 
in a somewhat hazardous version of climb
ing. 3 

Self-belay with a Gibbs can be used 
on a fixed rope. Because the Gibbs slides 
freely up a rope you can fix a rope over a 
long boulder problem or free pitch where 
a single rope must suffice for several 
climbers. The ascender will follow the 
climber as he moves past the rope, ready 
to compensate for mistakes. 

This method would suit expeditions 
where many fixed ropes are used. In de
scending, the cam can be held open with 
a mittened hand more easily than with 
Jumars. 

SOUTH POLE TESTED 
"FAIRY DOWN BAGS" 

MSR 
STOVE 

Photo's opposite demonstrate four 
uses of the Gibbs ascender in rock 
climbing- 1. as a safety back-up 
when Jumaring, 2 . for hauling, 
3. practice climbing with a top 
rope, and 4. solo climbing. 

The Gibbs ascender is not a substi
tute for Jumars in high-angle rock climb
ing. Many climbers have found that a 
single Gibbs can compliment the use of 
Ju mars . This also makes a Gibbs available 
for situations where its unique character
istics are more suitable, ergo: hauling, 
solo climbing, and ascending fixed ropes. 

Perhaps someday a manufacturer 
will be able to combine the efficiency and 
ease of operation of Jumars with the 
strength and reliability of the Gibbs ascen
der. Until the advent of that super-ascen
der, climbers can increase the safety and 
efficiency of Jumars by using a little help 
from a Gibbs. - Neal H. Humphrey, Jr. 

· Duarte, California 

2· See "Jumars", OFF BELAY No. 1, 
February 1972. 

3· Because of rope damage at high loads, 
the use of any mechanical ascender is a 
compromise solution to the self-belay 
problem. However, the Gibbs ascender 
appears to be less damaging than Jumars 
and Clogs. 

You may never have to sleep at the South 
Pole. If you demand the best, desiring 

to be prepared for any eventuality, 
Fairy down bags are among the best 
money can buy. Models of these 

New Zealand bags were tested at 
the South Pole under sub-zero 
conditions with exceptionally 

fine results. For years these 
quality sleeping bags have 

been the choice of expe
ditioners such as the re

nowned S i r Edmund 
Hillary. Now a limited 

quantity is available to 
the North American 

public at remark
able prices. Orders 

will be shipped 
from California 

on a first come 
basis .. 

High performance, low weight, fast lighting. We are now 
caught up on backlog, but please order now. Don't wait 

WORLD LEISURE PRODUCTS 
Box 77343 Dept. 30 / San Francisco, CA. 94107 

For immediate shipment enc;:lose J\1oney Order $ _____ _ 
Personal Checks require l O days ·for clearance. 
California residents add 6% sales tax . 

D Everest Bag $78.50 Ppd. □Everest Mummy Bag $78 .75 Ppd. 
0 For a color catalog of Fairy Down sleeping bags, jackets, 

polar equipment etc. enclose $1. FREE with purchase. 
Refundable with future purchase. 

Name _____________________ _ 

Address ____________________ _ 

City/Sla l.,/Zip _________________ _ 

40 

until spring . 

MSR 
TENTS 

Streamlined, roomy 3 to 4 man, lightweight. Porous 
inner wall for minimum condensation. Waterproof 
outer wall, no separate fly needed. 2 man size coming. 

Send for Number 7 Newsletter. 

Mountain Safety Resear:ch 
Department 8, 
S. 96th Street at 8th Avenue S. 
Seattle, Washington 98108 



41 



4 2 

A sophisticated down sleeping bag of unrivaled quality and 

detail intended for serious backpackers and mountaineers ... 

the Snowline EXPEDITION featurns 55 ounces of the highest 

quality down, "V" tube construction, 66 separately filled 

down compartments, a unique double zipper system, 

differential cut, differential baffle depth, an optional collar 

and standard Snowline features: 5" tube widths, unexposed 

tuck stitching at 11 per inch, stretch mesh baffling, and a 

20 year manufacturers' guarantee . .. . only $94.00 (106.00 

with collar option) 

Available at mountaineering shops coast-to-coast. 

Send for free catalog. 

Snowline Corporation, Dept.A, P.O. Box 9056, 

Berkeley, Ca. 94701 

/nowline 
BERKELEY . CALIFORN IA/// 

I Forrest 
• Mountaineering 

Equipment for Climbers 
Send for Catalog: New Address 

5050-M Fox St., Denver, Colo. 80216 
(303) 222-6164 

MOUNTAIN 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT REPAIR 

& 
MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOL 

Brochure available after January 1st. 

AOVENTU'RE 
P.O. BOX 281, ISSAQUAH, WASHINGTON 98027, 206 - 392 - 1782 



How Strong 
How strong is a Gibbs ascender and 

wh at are its load carrying limitations? In 
an attempt to answer these questions, we 
asked Cal Magnussen, qua I ity control en
gineer at Recreational Equipment Inc. 
(R .E.1.) to perform a series of tests on a 
Gibbs ascender. 

Using the R.E.1. facility, an ascender 
was attached to a rope and the load was 
applied between rope and ascender dupli
cating the field usage conditions. Progres
sively larger loads were applied and then 
released to allow inspection for rope dam
age. The loads ultimately were increased 
to the point at which a failure occurred. 

Two ascenders were tested under a 
variety of conditions. One was a recent 
model obtained within the last year and 
previously unused . The other was an older 
model resurrected from Cal's personal 
equipment bin. The frames were identical, 
but the cam teeth differed significantly. 
The new model had a rounded (convex) 
tooth profile which corresponded to the 
curve of the frame . The teeth were well 
polished. The older model had a square 
cut tooth face and a much coarser finish. 
These differences had a marked effect on 
performance and damage potential. 

Loads up to 1500 pounds were ap
plied to the various rope, ascender, orien
tation combinations tested . These loads 
produced no visible effects on the ascen
ders. Rope damage proved to be the 
limiting factor in all cases. Pressure be
tween the cam teeth and the rope eventu
al~y grinds through the rope sheath . 

The new model Gibbs, oriented in 
the recommended fashion, sustained loads 
up to 1250 pounds without causing signi
ficant rope damage . A slight "fuzzing" of 
the sheath was evident and the rope was 
markedly flattened by the pressure. The 
flat spot, however, was not permanent and 
could be easily worked out. Increasing 
the load to 1500 pounds ground a hole 
through the sheath. Since the Gibbs frame 
can be assembled up side down and still 
function, the test was repeated with this 
orientation. The 1250 pound load again 
caused no damage, but at 1300 pounds 

• 
IS a GIBBS Ascender? 

Normal 
Orientation 

Reverse 
Orientation 

Testing procedures
Loads of 1250 lbs 
were applied to the 
ascenders. Only mi
nimal rope damage 
was observed_ 

the rope began to slip, and the sheath 
tore at 1400 pounds. 

According to Cal, these loads are 
appreciably higher than observed in simi
lar tests he conducted on Jumars and 
Clogs. Jumars frequently caused visible 
damage below 1000 pounds, and cam 
failures occurred as low as 925 pounds 
(old style cam). One Jumar frame broke 
at 1520 pounds. The Clog, because of its 
tooth design, was even more damaging, 
breaking some sheath fibers at 500 pounds. 
Cal also noted that the sheaths on dif
ferent types of ropes were not equal in 
strength. 

The possibility of hidden damage to 
the core was suggested, so a length of rope 
was subjected to a 1250 pound Gibbs load 
and then pulled to failure after removing 
the ascender. The break occurred at the 

knot and not at the cam contact point. 
Stretching did cause the "fuzz" to unravel 
though, making the slight damage caused 
by the cam more apparent. 

The ascender with the old style cam 
was much harder on the rope. A 1250 
pound load caused a great deal of damage 
to the sheath, even with proper orienta
tion of the frame. With reverse orienta
tion, the ascender slipped at 680 pounds, 
chewing the sheath in the process. 

The final test was of the new model 
Gibbs on a 5mm cord. · 1t held without 
slipping, but sheath damage became ap
parent at 500 pounds. Sheath failure oc
curred at 550 pounds, and the cord broke 
at 685 pounds. The rated load for the 
cord was 1200 pounds, but this can sel
dom be achieved because of the knot ef
ficiency problem . 

An early type of Gibbs cam (left) is shown next to the current 
style cam (right)_ The new style is less damaging and more efficient_ 

Damage to the rope sheath is evident 
after loading a Gibbs to 1500 lbs. 
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In a recent edition of SUMMIT, Ray 
Genet of the McKinley Guide Service 
criticised Gary Grimm's Outdoor Program
originated and cooperatively-led cleanup 
expedition on Mount McKinley, accusing 
him in part of treading as an amateur on 
ground reserved for the professionals, or 
experts. In the June issue of OFF BE
LAY, a parallel criticism was levelled at 
Cooperative Wilderness Adventures, anoth
er creation of Grimm and the University 
of Oregon Outdoor Program, by Chuck 
and Pat Armstrong, prominent Midwest 
outing leaders. The Armstrongs' criticism 
again reflected a distrust of at least a tacit 
of the concept of amateurism in the con
ducting of wilderness activities. Answers 
have been made to the specifics of these 
criticisms and it would be redundent to 
repeat the arguement s, but in dealing with 
specifics some basic philosophical differ
ences of opinion may have been obscured, 
and it is to them t 6 which I would like to 
turn now. 

It would be presumtuou s of me to 
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try to speak for Grimm's philosophy or 
that of the University of Oregon Outdoor 
Program, but having dealt with them and 
other of the university outdoor programs 
in the West as Coordinator of Oregon 
State University's Program, I have con
cluded that there is a common philoso
phical thread running through the fabric 
of Outdoor Programs in general, and that 
this incorporates some ideas which are, at 
least in some ways, fundamentally diver
gent from those of the traditional outdoor 
clubs and guide services. 

There seem to be many ways of 
relating to the wilderness . Historically, 
mankind's idea of the uncivi I ized regions 
has changed from one of revulsion to one 
of appreciation of wild beauty . No doubt, 
however, there were wilderness lovers 
when such was not the fashion, and con
versely today there are many for whom 
the thought of untracked mountains and 
forests stirs emotions quite the contrary 
of those felt by most climbers and hikers. 
Even within the circle of today 's outdoor 

philosophy-

recreationists there seem to be quite dif
ferent ways of relating to their recrea
tional environment and quite different 
meanings attached to the wilderness ex
perience. One traditional American way 
of relating to wild country has been close
ly tied to a feeling of freedom from 
social restraints. Some of the earliest 
American literature deals with this theme. 
The American wilderness has historically 
been the refuge for the iconoclast and the 
independent thinker. The Mountain Men 
of the Rockies, the settlers of the Great 
Plains, and even some of the California 
gold hunters were motivated often as 
much by a need to define their own I ives 
and their own limits as by economic mo
tives. The beginnings of our recreational 
backpacking and mountaineering were 
populated hymen of this same spirit, who 
used their relationship to the wilderness 
as a way of escaping, however briefly , the 
pressures for conformity and subordina
tion in their work and home I ife. This is 
probably one reason why the European 



system of guides and clients had very 
little part in the early development of 
mountaineering in the United States; roles 
and systems of authority and responsibili
ty simply didn't fit the American moun
taineers' motives. 

Ironically, some of these early, inde
pendent-thinking mountaineers had a hand 
in bringing the system of status, restric
tions, regulations, and pressures fo r con
formity into the American wilderness 
scene. The National Parks and the Wilder
ness Areas which they argued for (and 
with good reason) became the areas upon 
which today's proliferation of camping 
regulations, use permits, time limits, fire 
restrictions, tee., are imposed. John Muir 
would no doubt feel crowded not only by 
population but also by the camping regu
lations in today's Yosemite. 

The American recreational moun
taineering and backpacking tradition ori
ginated within an unstructured and inde
pendent frame of reference, and with a 
central part of its philosophy being the 
taking of the natural scene and the people 
within it at face value, minimizing the role 
of rules and preconceptions. Only in the 
last dacade or so has a large segment of 
wilderness-oriented population emerged 
with a philosophical basis for their recrea
t ional act ivities which differed sufficiently 
from the older individualistic concepts to 
make a structured social environment a 
possibility in the woods. 

Thus the wilderness schools, be they 
structured as the Sierra Club's Basic Moun
taineering Training Course or as unstruc
tured as portions of the Outward Bound 
program, are not only newcomers in fact, 
but also in philosophy, on the American 
scene. Also new in the same ways, at 
least in their present proliferation, are the 
guide services. Both the schools and the 
guide services seem to be a response to a 
feeling among a segment of today's wilder
ness-oriented public that they are not only 
comfortable but actually desirous of con
ducting their wilderness experiences with
in the framework of their socially-com
partmental ized and role-defined life. They 
are happy to have a teacher who com
mands their trust on the basis of a creden
tial of some sort, or a guide to whom they 
entrust their decision-making, not on the 
basis of the reputation of the organization 
of which he is a member. People who deal 
with the position rather than the indivi
dual in their work lives find it most com
fortable to continue to do so when they 
go into the woods. 

Ideally, within the corporate and 
bureaucratic system , a problem is only 
solved once. The solution becomes a part 
of the Standard Operating Procedure Man
ual , and next time the pro blem ari ses 
there is a rule for dea ling with it. This is a 
highly efficient method of doing business, 

and in its most developed form it is a 
model of the way we educate ourselves. 
But, as is often the case within the busi
ness world, the process of distilling a com
plex response to a complex problem may 
result in such an oversimplification of 
both the statement of the problem and its 
solution that the rule which emerges in 
the Procedure Manual, while academically 
elegant, has little bearing on any real life 
situation. It may still be a useful guideline 
as long as it is only used as such, but 
when the Procedure Manual begins to be 
used as The Book of the Law, much flex 
ibility, productivity, and creativity is sti
fled. 

When we attempt to teach, in any 
organized manner, we meet this same 
problem of the tendency to create a Rule 
Book, with stock answers to stock ques
tions. Often there are situations which 
are simple enough that the prescription of 
some standard procedure is a valid ap
proach. Teaching rappelling is a good 
example; there is a small number of dif
ferent ways to do a rappel, and it is rela
tively easy to tell the student whether his 
approach is "correct" or not. It is cen
tral , though, to our concept of wilderness 
activities that this very regular ity, this 
very simplicity, is what makes rappelling 
a dull and unaesthetic activity, albeit po
tentially dangerous. As we get into more 
interesting activities, the rules become 
more blurred and the exceptions become 
more important. Wilderness activities de
mand flexibility and individual initiative; 
that may be why individualists were at
tracted to them in the first place. That is 
certainly one of the major difficulties in 
establishing formal, standardized courses 
of instruction . It also means that in actual 
practice it is impossible to guarantee that 
the qualifications of any particular guide 
or instructor are sufficient to meet all the 
challenges which he might conceivably 
have to face. To pretend otherwise to a 
student or a client would be to be guilty 
of deception. 

This last point is not made with the 
intent of demeaning the American Alpine 
Club's efforts in establishing a certifica
tion system for guides; the Club's motives 
were responsible ones, and preceding para
graphs have been intended to indicate that 
there may be a need for such a system 
where there was little need in years past. 
The point was made with the intent of 
indicating that the traditional American 
viewpoint of wilderness and wilderness 
experience is fundamentally tied to the 
very aspect of disorder (in the civilized 
sense of the existance of a simple, regular 
structure) which makes the heedless fol
lowing of a rule book or the faith that a 
guide 's credentials will be proof against 
undue diffi cu lt ies an unwise position to 
take. 

Jim Bridger or John Colter, while 
they no doubt sought advice about equip
ment and technique before embarking on 
their exploits in the Western wild lands, 
probably were content to judge the com
petence of their advisors in more direct 
and individual ways than by asking if their 
Sierra Club Climbing Card certified them 
to lead at Tahquitz. To be admittedly 
facetious, there exist, even today, climbers 
who wouldn't hesitate to tie into a rope · 
with Chouinard or Robbins even if those 
gentlemen hadn't bothered to get them
selves certified, or even if they had disa
vowed association.with all clubs and guide 
services. °To go even farther, there exists 
a group of wilderness users large enough 
to warrant the appellation of a faction 
who are actually repelled by the notion of 
membership in a club or being herded 
through a mass course of instruction like 
the Sierra Club's Basic Mountaineering 
Training Course or the Course's counter-

Continued 
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THE 
BAG FOR 

ALL SEASONS 

The Sebago has been our most popular light
weight, three season bag in the past and we are 
sure that it will continue to be in the future . 
Generous shoulder, hip, and box foot dimen
sions make it roomy; the differential cut and 
slant box construction allow it to achieve maxi
mum loft and warmth; and our sophisticated 
design and high quality materials insure that the 
Sebago will be the best value on the market this 

. year: 

In a new approach to four season camping we 
have also developed the Sebago Inner Bag 
which can be used by itself as a summer bag or 
in conjunction with the Sebago as a liner for a 
winter bag (-30 ° ). Priced at under forty dol
lars, the Inner bag is available through our cata
log mailing department. 

The Sebago itself is temperature rated down to 
0 ° , has a rugged YKK nylon zipper and com
plete zipper baffle protection for insu ranee 
against cold spots. A stuff sack is included. Col
ors are Navy and Brown/ Copper. 

RDBB22 Sebago, Regular size 
(up to 5'11") 
RDBB23 Sebago, Large size 
(6' and over) 

$80.00 

$85.00 

If you are an outdoor enthusiast, you ' ll love 
looking at our beautiful, 200-page catalog com
plete with charts and technical information. 
Send for it today enclosing $1 .00 for postage 
and handling. 

&441«,t ~ SjtMt4.1~. 
1047 Commonwealth Avenue 
Department: G 
Boston , Massachusetts 02215 

Absolutely NO Synthetics used! The only 
man made materials used are the soles, 
eyelets, hooks, beading, tempered steel 

. shanks and laces, the box they come in and 
· individually wrapped 

plastic bags. 
The only boot manu
factured , that makes 

all sizes in 3 true 
widths from 4 to 16. 

All FABIA,..,... ·1pper designs are 
made of one ,-. . _ .;onstruction for 
better fit and waterproofing. 

Most competitors are NOW using lSYNTHETK:S in place of LEATHER. Don't be misled! 

WHEN BETTER BOOTS ARE MADE - FABIANO WILL MAKE THEM/ 
send for free hiking and mountaineering boot brochure: 

Fohiano Shoe Co., In.e. ~~~~-H ~-~ST~~~ ~~~~-E~2 f ;; 

Each Ascender is tested 
to 1000 pounds. Its smooth 

rounded teeth produce 
little or no rope damage. 

Especially applicable to 
equipment haulage, group 

ascents, fixed rope and 
rescue operations. Operates 

on icy or muddy ropes. 

ASCENDERS with spring wire $7.25 
ASCENDERS with quick release pin $8.50 

include 25¢ postage per ascender / 50¢ airmail 

ROPE / SLING / CARABINERS 
20% DISCOUNT ON ORDERS 

of $65. OR MORE. 
SEND FOR A CATALOGUE TO: 

GIBBS PRODUCTS 
854 PADLEY STREET 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84108 · 



OUTDOOR PROGRAMS 
Continued 

parts among the Mountaineers or the Ma
zamas. Until very recently these individu
alists learned and practiced their wilder
ness activities perforce by themselves or 
on a one-to-one basis with a friend as a 
mentor. Many still do, but unfortunately 
for this happy fort of relationship, there 
is an increasing proportion of would-be
learners to those with the experience to 
teach . The one-to-one instructional bag 
begins to strain at its seams. 

Likewise, there is the problem a
rising from the upsurge of publicity sur
rounding wilderness activities in recent 
years, enabling interests in these activities 
to be piqued in those who have no per
sona l fr iends who participa te in them . 
Where does the "non-clubby" type of per
son, the structure-phobe, turn to make 
friends with whom to make the acquain
tance of the woods and the mountains? 
Or where, simply, can he turn for good 
advice of an informal and non-coercive 
nature? 

Of course, the mountaineering clubs 
serve this purpose admirably for a vast 
number of participants. But not so well 
for the structure-phobes, and not so wel l 
for the simply curious, who need a chance 
to see if they would actually find what 
they desire in the outdoors before making 
a committment. 

The college Outdoor Program con
cept grew out of this situation, and in 
response to a subtle shift in the philoso
phical orientation of young people which 
resulted in both a declining membership 
in the college outdoor clubs and an in
creasing participation in wilderness acti
vities. Oregon State University's Outdoor 
Program is a typica l example. In the 
1950's and through the mid '60's, the 
OSU Mountain Club enjoyed a large and 
active membership and a reputation for 
conducting noteworthy activities. By 
the fall of 1971, however, its membership 
was declining and the interesting trips 
were going on outside the club , conducted 
by people who wouldn't be bothered with 
meetings and minutes and dues and such
they just wanted to climb. As the club 
declined, so inevitably did the infusion of 
new blood into the local climbing com
munity until finding someone with whom 
to make a trip began to be a problem. 
The Outdoor Program began as an attempt 
to bypass the Mountai n Club with -a pub
lic bulletin board on which tr ips could be 
organized. Soon the board began to be 
used not only for climbing trips but hi kes 
and oth er outdoor activities as wel l, and 
the area around the bulletin board became 
a meeting place for those who desired a 
few minutes conversat ion with other ou t-

doors people. When the management of - the novice level. Rather, the element of 
the student union could bear the loitering ' education which they all contain is that 
crowds in their hallways no longer, the · same element with which we are all con
trip board was relocated in an old quonset fronted whenever we venture into the wil
hut nearby. A modest equipment rental derness ; the expansion of our own aware
program was developed in the quonset ness and capabilities in meeting and living 
hut, and soon thereafter the beginnings of within the natural environment. Every 
some outdoor education and information effort is made to promote safety and to 
services. In contrast to the old Mountain develop the full potential · for ·growth 
Club, whose decline was accelerating, the within these trips, primarily b_y providing 
Outdoor Program was open to everyone, easy and frequent access to the literature 
especially the casual visitor. There were on the subject and to resource personnel 
no meetings, no due s, no officers; just a who can act as advisors in planning and 
growing numbe r of outdoor enthusiasts developing reasonable goals for the ven
doing whatever they pleased, with a little tures . 
help from their friends . In response to the need, most col -

As OSU 's Outdoor Program expand- lege Outdoor Programs also conduct more 
ed into an educational and equipment re- formal and structured instruction in the 
source, the Trip Board remained central basics of the activities in which they en
to its operation and to its basic philoso- gage. In this sort of situation; the Pro
phy. And, central to the concept by gram, and the instructor do take a larger 
which the Trip Board functioned, remain- share of the responsibility for the decision
ed the idea that it was primarily a means making and for the safety of the group. 
of getting people in touch with each other But the real philosophical basis for Out
in order to pursue their mutual interests door Programs still° lies ·in the Common 
on a cooperative but independent basis, Adventurer concept; the traditional idea 
on what is legally termed a "common of the individual's one-to-one relationship 
adventurers" basis . Costs, decisions, and - with his environment and with each of the 
risks are shared, and problem-solving is fellow-members of his party ; a fuhdamen
expected to be a cooperative venture. The tal respect for his dignity and his right to 
originator of a trip is not expected to act self-determination, even if he wishes to 
as a "guide", but only a member of the stretch himself beyond the bounds that 
team, with his individual strengths and another man might think prudent. The 
weaknesses. Program's self-imposed responsibility is 

The development of OSU's Outdoor seen to be only that of doing everything 
Program, spontaneous as it was, was not reasonably possible to provide the parti
an isolated event. Other major universi- cipant with- ready access to the associa
ties, especially in the Pacific Northwest, tions and the information which he may 
developed programs which bore strik- use in the establishment of personal goals 
ing organizational and philosophic resem- and aspirations which are rational from 
blance to each other. These similarities his point of view, to put him in the com
being recognized, and intramural compe- pany of others who share his love for the 
titiveness being less in fashion in current outdoors, and to wish him continuing 
times, it was only a matter of time before growth, not only in his skills but in his 
Grimm, the head of the University of perceptions. -Robert R. Bostick 
Oregon's well-supported program, devel- Corvallis, Oregon 
oped a sort of "cooperative trip board" 
which extended accessibility of certain 
suitable trips to all participating Outdoor 
Programs and, it was hoped, to any other 
organizations or individuals who wished 
to take advantage of them. "Cooperative 
Wilderness Adventures" was the designa
tion given to the project, and rather than 
existing as a bulletin board, it was pub
lished in catalog form. Being a direct ex
tension of the Trip Board idea, the Com
mon Adventurers premise is still central 
to its functioning . 

The trips shared through Outdoor 
Programs Trips Boards o r th rough Coop
erative Wilderness Adventures are not, by 
and large , intended to be educational on 

Sketches by Ben Bachman 
West Hartford, Connecticu t 
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NEWS & NOTES 
DOUBLE FATALITY AT CANNON 

An unusual chain of events resulted 
in the deaths of a climber and his belayer 
at Cannon Mountain, Vermont. While the 
exact causes are obscure, the following 
reconstruction has been suggested. 

Dana Jones of Pinkham Notch and 
Mark Lawrence of Cambden Maine, were 
climbing Sam's Swan Song, a long route 
with pitch difficulties ranging to 5. 7. It 
is fairly certain that a failure of Jones' 
belay was the precipitating event. What 
caused the failure is unknown, although 
rock fa I I has been suggested. In any event, 
Jones fell nearly a rope length and was 
killed. The fall, in turn, jerked the leader, 
Lawrence, from the rock and he too fell, 
but a shorter distance, since one of his 
protection points held. 

Though his injuries undoubtedly 
contributed, Lawrence's death was caused 
by asphixiation. He was tied in with only 
a waist loop, and was unable to relieve 
the strain on his diaphram. Eastern news
papers reported that Lawrence had been 
strangled by a loop of the climbing rope, 
but this appears to be in error. 

- Lou Fiedler 
Trumbull, Connecticut 

PERUVIAN EXPEDITIONS 

As of August 23, sixty five expedi
tions were listed with the Peruvian govern
ment for the 1973 season. Since registra
tion is not mandatory, the actual number 
of expeditions can be assumed to be some
what larger. Plus a large number of indivi
dual climbers drift through Peru in hopes 
of finding climbing partners. 

This figure represents a doubling of 
interest in two years. Nearly half the 
expeditions were to the well -known Cor
dillera Blanca (30). The Cordi/era Vil
canota (6), Vilcamba (6), and Huav
huash (4) accounted for most of the bal
ance, though individual expeditions were 
planned for the Cordillera Raura, Ap!o
bamba, Paucartambo, and Urubamba. The 
remainder were non-climbing groups -
caving, treking, archaeology. 

Most of the groups came under such 
names as "New Zealand Peruvian Andes 
Expedition". A few of the Japanese and 
European expeditions and many of the 
American ones carried the names of uni
versity clubs. The U.S. delegation was the 
only one which included commercially 
guided groups - Mountain Travel, Out
ward Bound, and Alpine Summits - but 
that doesn't mean there weren't similar 
groups from other countries. 

The United States and France were 
responsible for the most expeditions. The 
breakdown by country of origin is: 

"MULTIPLE USE" IN WENATCHEE NATIONAL FOREST 

A routine check of a proposed road 
location led to the discovery of a marijua
na garden by Lake Wenatchee Ranger Bill 
Butler and two of his assistants on Nation
al Forest along the White River, north
west of Tall Timber Ranch, in Washington 
State. 

Butler sa id he noticed a tent in a 
secluded area while walking the proposed 
route and decided to drop by to make 
sure the occupants knew that open fires 
were banned on the Forest, when he dis
covered a clothes-line of drying leaves. 
Upon checking further the Forest Service 
employees discovered a network of paths 
leading to individual well-tended plants 
throughout the area. 

Since no one was found in the im
mediate camp area, Ranger Butler re
turned to the Ranger Station and con
tacted the Chelan County Sheriff's office. 
The Sheriff's Office contacted Deputy 
Robison who was patrolling the Little 
Wenatchee River Campground as part of 
the Cooperative Law Enforcement Pro-
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gram between the Forest Service and the 
County Sheriff. Deputy Robison and 
,Detective Mike Mathena of the Sheriff's 
Office returned to the "garden" with Ran
ger Butler and found the "camp" all 
packed to move, however, it seems the 
individual involved had to water his gar
den one more time before leaving because 
Deputy Robison and Detective Mathena 
apprehended the subject watering the 
marijuana plants. 

Detective Mathena estimates that 
70 pounds of green marijuana plants were 
pulled. Also found in the area was a sup
ply of fertilizer and straw for mulching 
the plants. 

Ranger Bill Butler said that he was 
really amazed at the care that had gone 
into growing of the plants. Bill also said 
that the Cooperative Law Enforcement 
Program which has been in operation with 
Chelan County for two years, really paid 
off since it was because of this that Depu
ty Robison was in the area. 

-Wenatchee National Forest 

United States 18 Italy 3 
France 10 Spain 2 
United Poland 2 

Kingdom 5 Norway 1 
Japan 4 Holland 1 
New Zealand 3 Australia 1 
Switzerland 3 Mexico 1 
Germany 3 Canada 1 
Austria 3 S. Africa 
Peru 3 Rhodesia l 

Parties ranged in size from three to 
ten climbers, with the average being five . 

The only reported climbing accident 
involved a German' expedition to Chopi
callqui, 6,354 meters, in the Cordillera 
Blanca. Three climbers are reported mis
sing and are believed to be buried in an 
avalariche, a common hazard in the Peru
vian Andes. Rescue teams were severely 
hampered by bad weather, and found only 
a few items of their equipment. 

Those planning expeditions to Peru 
should be aware of the following local 
problems: 

1. Do not leave anything unguarded 
near inhabited areas, even where climbers 
are rarely or never seen! In heavily 
climbed areas, such as the Cordillera Blan
ca, nothing is safe until well up on the 
snow. In other areas, the high valleys are 
o.k. if sufficiently above the last habita
tion. Habitation means anywhere one or 
more people live. If you absolutely must 
leave your gear (caches, relay-packing) 
leave it well away from the trail and well 
camouflaged. A few yards of lightweight 
light green or golden brown cloth will help 
since trees and bushes are very scarce on 
the Pampa, Cut grass and dead branches 
to place on top. Alternatively, make 
friends with a local peasant, and ask him 
to hold it. Tip him, or better yet, give 
him your leftover food, at the end of the 
trip. 

2. Beware of all dogs. While not an 
epidemic, the incidence of rabies is suffi
ciently high that anyone bitten should im-
mediately see a doctor. If a dog ap- · 
proaches, whether friendly or mean, with 
or without his owner, yell at him to stay 
away. If he doesn't, throw a rock in his 
general direction, which is probably how 
his owner controls him . It is extremely 
difficult to observe the dog for the neces
sary ten day period . (You'll have to do it 
yourself, as the local authorities wouldn't 
do it properly .) Climbers should discuss 
with their physicians the advisability of 
prophylactic innoculations, of the type 
the Peace Corps gives to its members. 

- Mike Cohen 
Huancayo, Peru 



WINTER ASCENT 
OF CHIMNEY ROCK 

There have been several "winter 
conditions" ascents of Chimney Rock in 
Northern Idaho. John Roskelley and I 
(Chris Kopezynski) made one of the earli
est such climbs on May 1, 1966. We 
climbed the regular route and found it 
challenging. The rock was plastered with 
snow and ice. 

I use the term "winter conditions" 
loosely, even though 1966 was a heavy 
snow winter for the Chimney Rock area. 
However, these conditions cannot be com
pared with the appearance and climb of 
the Rock in mid-February. Chimney Rock 
is so heavily belted by storms during the 
winter months that it looks very much 
like a huge vanilla ice cream cone. 

This past winter of 1972-73 left less 
than half the usual snowfall for the area, 
presenting a good opportunity for the first 
winter ascent. A winter climb of Chim
ney , of course, is not a grand expedition 
alpine ascent, since there is only 250 feet 
of rock climbing on the West Face. How
ever, the approach is long - over eight 
miles, all uphill, from Priest Lake - and 
the area is frequently hit by winter storms. 

There had been many previous at
tempts at a winter ascent, but in all cases, 
the Rock itself was never reached. The 
major obstacle was the snow filled basin 
on the southwest side, which poses a pow
der snow avalanche hazard. This basin 
must either be traversed or ascended to 
reach Chimney. 

Skip Wood and I started a partially 
successful attempt on February 14, reach
ing the Rock on the third morning and 

CHRIS KOPCZYNSKI 

climbing about 75 feet up the West Face 
before dark. The next day, a storm dashed 
further plans and forced a two day retreat 
to Priest Lake. 

On February 21, Wi 11 Parks and I 
began another two day ski tour in. On 
February 23, we completed the ascent 
after jumaring a line left on the first 75 
feet . The climb took over eight hours 
and was eighty percent direct aid. Clear
ing ice and crusted snow from the cracks 
and holds was very hard, but a clear, wind-
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less day made the climb most satisfying. 
The future of winter climbing on 

Chimney Rock could more ethically be 
based on the East Face, which is several · 
times longer. It is less subject to wind and 
storm, but the approach involves a dan
gerous traverse under the hanging cornices 
o-f Mount Roothan. The only other ap
proach alternate is the Pack River on the 
east side of the Selkirk Crest . 

- Chris Kopczynski 
Spokane, Washington 

OKANOGAN TASTE TREAT 

Human vandals who shoot up and 
knock down signs are bad enough. But 
now bears are eating signs in the Concon
ully Ranger District of Okanogan National 
Forest. 

Cecil Dewing, Conconully ranger, 
said a Forest Service employe, Jerry Linch, 
put up a new road sign one evening. When 
he returned to complete the job the next 
day, he found the sign had been eaten by 
a bear. 

The signposts are cedar, not native 
to the area, and the bears find them in
triguing to their taste buds. The signs 
also are in demand by the bears for 
scratching posts and for climbing prac
tice. 

It's a federal offence to destroy 
government signs. - Seattle TIMES 

Cartoon by Alan Pratt 
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SENECA SUMMARY 
Eighty routes and numerous varia

tions were listed in the new Climber's 
Guide to Seneca Rocks. Considering the 
relatively small size and the popularity of 
this West Virginia climbing area, many 
felt it was "climbed out". The past year 
has shown otherwise . 

Since the release of the Climber's 
Guide, twelve new routes have been estab
lished on the Tuscarora sandstone slabs 
of Seneca. Most of the new climbs are 
one or two pitch variations of existing 
routes, as would be expected, considering 
the route saturation. However, the Steg
ner-Varner line on the east face of North 
Peak represents a complete route not re
ported previously. Surprisingly, the diffi
culty was only a-moderate 5.3. The ma
jority of the other climbs were in the 
5.5 - 5. 7 range. 

In the free climbing category, Matt 
Hale's free lead of Sixth Sense is a signi
ficant accomplishment. The route was 
formerly considered a very strenuous A2; 
it may now be considered a very strenu
ous 5.9. 

·························································~-················ 
: Rhododendron Corner, 1972 . 
: (No name), 1972 . 
: By Pass, 1972 

: (No name), 1972 

. 
: Soler Direct Finish, 1972 

: Thalbert Picklefish, 1972 

: Critter Crack, 1972 

: Crispy Critter, 1973 . 
: Hero Pendulum, 1973 

: Dirty Old Man, 1973 

: The Tomato That 
Ate Cleveland, 1973 

: Poor Man's Critter, 1973 

: Sixth Sense, 1973 

NEW ROUTES AT SENECA ROCK 

5.4 J. Christian 
A. Wexler 

5.3 T. Stegner 
R. Varner 

5.7 J. Christian 
J. Markwell 
A. Wexler 

A. Clarice 
D. Kepler 

5.7 N. Arsenault 
M. Banks 

5.7 D. Grabnegger 
D. Miller 

5.6+ D. Carman 
J: Markwell 
M. Murphy 

5.7 G. Aitken 
C. Fowler 

5.5 L. David 
D. Kepler 
G. Pinkham 

5.5 D. Bushman 
C. Fowler 
J. Harris 

5.7 A. Clarke 
D. Kepler 
D. Mong 

5.6 G. Aitken 
S. Piccolo 

5.9 M. Hale 
R. Snead 

N.W. Corner of Southern Pillar 

E. face of North Peak. Natural pro
tection only - no pitons . 

West Pole first pitch, Grandiose 
second, then diagonal north on face. 

Begins 20 feet right of West Pole 
slab pitch. 

Combines Soler and Castor routes on 
E. face of South Peak. 

Finish variation on Soler Route. 

Crack immediately south of Le 
Gourmet chimney, West Face of South : 
Peak. • 

First crack to the north of the last 
pitch of Old Mans. 

Northward traverse from ledge below 
"step across" on Lower Skyline. · 
Poorly protected. 

Broadway to Old Ladies Excitement. • 
East Face of South Peak. All nuts, 
good protection. . 
Another Skyline Traverse variant. • 
East Face Humphrey. Good nut pro- : 
tection. 

Crack between Crispy Critter and 
Critter Crack 

Fin;l fre11 dsce11L. 

: For additional information on Seneca routes, see "A Climber's Guide to Seneca Rocks", Potomac Ap- • 
: palachian Trail Club, 1718 N. Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036, 1971 and " Seneca" b y John 
■ Markwell in OFF BELAY No. 8, April, 1973. • 
~ .• ■ •• -• ...-. ••• • • ■ ••••••• ■ . . ........ . . ■ ••••••••• • ••••••• • ••• ■ ••••••••••• ■ •• ■ •• • ••• 

so 

New routes, variations, and free as
cents should be reported to John Mark
well or Bob Liv ingston at The Gendarme 
in Mouth of Seneca. 

Because Seneca is small and serves 
such a large population area, it is begin
ning to show the effects of overuse . Im
mediate preservation efforts on the part 
of climbers is necessary before the Forest 
Service takes more drastic action . John 
Christian is publishing a Seneca Rocks 
Newsletter in order to coordinate efforts 
along these lines. The newsletter deals 
with such items as erosion control, acci
dents, a climbers' camp proposal , and 
Forest Service liason . 

The Newsletter is a voluntary effort 
which deserves the support of all climbers. 
To get involved, send your name to John 
Christian, 6502 Ridge Drive, Bethesda, 
Maryland 20016. A contribution of $5 
or more will help keep this much needed 
service going and put you on the Newslet
ter mailing list. 

YOSEMITE CLEAN-UPS
A NEW TRADITION? 

One piece of sling at the base of a 
climb will probably be lost among the 
rocks. A dozen pieces become visible. 
A hundred signify time for a clean-up. 
Unfortunately, many of the most popu
lar climbs in the Valley are reaching this 
last stage of unsightliness. 

It's doubtful I that much of the pro
blem was caused by intentional littering. 
A dropped tin can, a fumbled sling, a lost 
water bottle-accidental litter can also ac
cumulate over the years . Still it was time 
to cfo something, and the responsibility 
obviously belonged to the Yosemite clim
bers. 

The first of what hopefully will be 
regular climbing clean-ups was organized 
by Greg Donaldson and the Sierra Section 
of the American Alpine Club. Resident 
and weekend climbers cooperated in ga
thering trash from Washington Column's 
Dinner Ledge, the bases of Middle Cathe
dral Rock, Leaning Tower, and the wall 
behind Camp 4. About five 30-gallon 
trash bags of litter were brought down, 
a good begining. Additional clean-ups 
are planned, including a weekend session 
at Half Dome. 

-1 he principle value of thesEl._ clean
.ups is obvious, but a fringe benefit is like
ly in the form of improved climber-Park 
Service relations. Let's hope the climber 
clean-ups become a Yosemite tradition 
second only to the Camp 4 parties. 
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PICKIN' TEDDY'S NOSE 
Climbers show up in the strangest 

places. Take Herb Conn for instance. He 
has a job patching cracked noses . He does 
a fine job on eyebrows, cheeks, and fore
heads too . 

Now you might think that sort of 
work is the private domain of plastic sur
geons, but I doubt if you'll find many 
who want Herb's job. You see, he does 
his "cosmetic surgery" while dangling 
from ropes and cables hundreds of feet 
above the surrounding valleys. 

The noses and other features in 
question belong to Teddy Roosevelt, 
George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, 
and Thomas Jefferson at Mount Rush
more National Monument. These four 
figures were carved into the Black Hills 
granite by Gutzom Borglum in a sculp
turing project spanning two decades. In
stead of chisels and pumice, the tools were 
rock drills and cjynamite, appropriate to 
the emensity of the project. Each face is 
sixty feet high. 

As all climbers know, the moun
tains are far from permanent. Frost, 
weathering, and gravity slowly tear away 
at the seemingly eternal rock . Mount 
Rushmore is no different. A constant bat
tle is waged to preserve these remarkable 
historical monuments. That's where Herb 

comes in. Every year he inspects the er's dream. But what is it really like? 
giant faces for new crack and damage, and Here's how Herb feels about it: 
if at all possible, repairs them. Here's "It's an interesting job. There are 
how: climbing challenges in reaching some areas, 

"The crack filler is a mixture of and sometimes a miscalculation will result 
granite dust, white lead, and linseed oil, in an embarrasing swing. There are always 
carried in a coffee can hanging from my lots of spectators - tourists at the tele
seat. The seat is lowered on a 3/8 inch scope at the viewing terrace, mountain 
steep cable, paid out from above with a goats who like the sunny ledges under 
hand winch . There are winches on Linc- Roosevelt's chin, pigeons who roost in the 
oln and another behind Washington, the eye sockets, wasps who nest in some of 
same ones used during the sculpture. the old drill holes - all laughing at my 
Nylon climbing ropes are used for maneu- clumsy efforts. One year it was a group 
vering back and forth. of suspicious Indians who were occupy-

"! have a whistle for communication ing the mountain, and last year it was an 
with the men above. One blast means up, even more terrifying audience, a forma
two down. This is the ultimate in climb- tion of Navy Blue Angels who buzzed me 
ing convenience, and has completely from a few feet away." 
spoiled me for doing it the hard way." Herb and his wife Jan are well 

Dispite the cables and ropes, parts known climbers. They founded the Moun
of the sculpture are difficult or impossible taineering Section of the Potomac Appal
to reach, according to Herb. acian Trail Club, one of the more active 

"Roosevelt is a steep face . When Eastern climbing groups, and pioneered 
you drop from an eyebrow, you're hang- many of the early routes at Seneca. Since 
ing in space the rest of the way down. then, they ·have climbed throughout the 
You can't reach into the eye sockets. The West, including many of the seldom done 
pictures show how far we've been able to classics I ike the Great White Throne and 
fill the crack in the rock. But since water Colorado's Lizard Head. They now live 
can't get in there either, its not too im- in Spearfish, South Dakota, close to Herb's 
portant to seal it." annual, nose-patching job. 

A job like that seems like a climb-
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THE HALL OF THE MOUNTAIN KING 
By Howard H. Snyder. Published by 
Charles Scribner's Sons, New York. For
mat: 6½ x 9¼ inches, clothbound, 207 
pages, 43 photographs. $8.95 

One day in late July of 1967 a 
group of us learned that trouble had befal
len the Joseph F. Wilcox Mount McKinley 
expedition. Several of our friends and 
fellow climbers were members of the Mc
Kinley group and we were curious as to 
what had transpired on the climb. Not 
until now am I satisfied that I know, as 
clearly as is possible under the circum
stances, what happened on this worst of 
all American climbing accidents. The Hall 
of the Mountain King seems a fair and 
thorough account of the tragedy in which 
seven climbers died. Its author was one 
of the five expedition members who re
turned from the climb. 

Of particular interest in this work 
is Snyder's serious attempt to describe 
how the accident occurred. A number of 
factors, among them individual inexperi
ence, leadership, equipment and weather, 

"'-'ffir. ·-.mi ···;. 'I• 

contributed to the disaster. Snyder notes 
that the Wilcox group may have made no 
greater number of errors than many other 
expeditions but that circumstances con
spired to exact from the cl imbers the ul
timate cost for these errors. The lesson 
that may be drawn from the Wilcox ex
pedition's experience is simply that people 
climbing major peaks tread a thin line be
tween success and failure. This is no 
news to veteran expeditioners but is some
thing that neophytes ought to keep in 
mind. Expeditionary mountaineering is 
fair only for the "complete mountaineer", 
of which, according to Snyder, there were 
few in the Wilcox party . 

Further, The Hall of the Mountain 
King should be required reading of all 
those who contemplate leadership of an 
expedition. Virtually all accounts of even 
successful expeditions that I've read re
count the great difficulties that leaders 
have keeping their group together under 
the extreme stress of high mountain con
ditions . Leadership of any kind is an art
ful business, and leadership of expedition-

ary ventures is especial ly so . Wilcox comes 
through Snyder's account as a thorough, 
though inexperienced and insensitive, lea
der. His weak leadership was only one of 
the many factors that contributed to the 
disaster, but it was certainly a contribut
ing factor . 

The book is an enthralling one, well 
written and thorough in its treatment of 
the problems of the climb. Its detail is 
remarkable yet the tales move surprisingly 
well despite the minutiae that is described. 
It seems as though Snyder is providing as 
much information as he can about people 
and actions in order that the reader can 
draw his own conclusions as to what 
caused the disaster. It is a significant con
tribution to the literature of mountaineer
ing . -John C. Miles 

Ferndale, Washington 

The book for hikers, 
climbers and lovers 
of mountains ... 

WANT TO COMPLETE YOUR SET? 

No. February: Jumars, Improvised First Aid, Devils 
Tower, Ski Mountaineering Equipment 

No. 2 April: Rocky Mountain National Park, Bulbs 
& Batteries, Strength of Ice Axes, 
Avalanches, Glacier Response 
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The South Cascades-a favorite mountain area-
are featured in "Cascade Alpine Guide;' with climbing, 
high routes on every peak from the Columbia River 
to Stevens Pass. Valuable data on Cascade geology, 
geography, approach roads, cross-country routes. 
100 pages of maps, sketches, photos with route 
over-prints. By Fred Beckey, Cascade explorer for 
over 36 years 354 pp, $9 95. (21<!: shipping ) 
Wash . residents add sales tax 

THE MOUNTAINEERS 

No. 5 October: Oregon's Mount Washington, Colorado's 
Lizard Head, Stitched Slings, Cardio
vascular Conditioning, Belay Failure 

No. 7 February: Eskimo Snow Houses, Psychology of 
Climbing, Brake Bar Rappels, Sedimen
tary Rocks, Mount Baker Marathon 

No. 8 April: Seneca Rocks, The Mount Lassen Erup
tion, Insect Stings, Unicorn Beetle, Sur
viva l Protection, 

No. 9 June: Mountain Guides , Female Anatomy & 
the Wind Chil l Factor, More on Jumars, 
Cervical Injuries. 

No. 10 August: Monte Cristo District, U.I.A.A. Belaying 
Report, More on Brake Bars 

Send $1.00 plus 24¢ postage and handling per issue. Or we'll 
postdate vour new subscription to include the back issues vou 
want. The June No.3, August No.4, and the December No.6 
issues are no longer available. Allow three-four weeks delivery. 

OFF BELAY 
12416 - 169th AVENUE S.E . 
RENTON, WASHINGTON 98055 
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"He went off after some 
nonsense about a Yeti." 

-------

LETTERS 
Editor, OFF BELAY 

We would like to share with your 
readers an occurrance which can be con
sidered a sequel to the Piker's Peak con
troversy. 

On July 5, 1973, we sighted some 
unusual tracks in the snow at the 11,200 
foot leve l of Mount Adams. Discounting 
the possibility of mountain goats, since 
there are none in the area, we concluded 
that the tracks could only have been made 
by a deer. They headed up the mountain 
in a zig-zag manner, a few hundred feet 
from the brink of the South Klickitat Ice
fall, and disappeared on the rocky slope 
near the old horse trail. Everyone in the 
party agreed that the tracks were not a 
hoax - th is intrepid deer was for real! 

We found the tracks again on the 
flat snow covered crater remnant above 
Piker's Peak. They continued resolutely 
for the summit, 500 feet above, until 
they disappeared again on the climbers 
trail through loose rock. This deer, by 
god, was no piker!! 

( 

I 

There were no tracks coming down 
the mountain, however . Perhaps the deer 
chose a more challenging descent route, 
or simply got lost. 

I have been climbing Northwest 
peaks for 20 years now, and have never 
seen evidence of a deer at such a hostile 
elevation. At that time of the year, mos
quitos perhaps migh t torment a deer, 
forcing it high above timberline - but 
5,000 feet above timberline?? It's hard 
enough to explain why we human mortals 

BRIAN GALLAGHER 

take to the heights. Now somebody ought 
to ponder the four-legged point of view. 

Darryl Lloyd 
Glenwood, Washington 

Continued 

BRIAN GALLAGHER 
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OFF BELAY 
12416 - 169th Avenue S.E. 
Renton, Washington 98055 

Phone : (206) BA 6-2613 

When you purchase your alumi
num-framed snowshoes you 
should be expecting to buy the 
very best. Your frames should 
represent a lifetime purchase. 
The lacing should be tough, light 
and durable - but also readily 
repairable when the long miles 
and years have left their mark. 

The binding should be a SHER
PA. The SHERPA System* en
ables those who enjoy the moun
tains to walk above the limits 
imposed by conventional equip
ment. 

SHERPA equipment is designed 
to be second to none in quality. 
We make rigorous demands on 
its performance and challenge 
you to do so too. Try out one of 
the five models of SHERPA/ 
TUBBS snowshoes now available 
at your dealer's. You and your 
family will like them. We gladly 
stand behind the products we 
manufacture. 

The climbers on the June 1973 
successful climb of Mt. Hubbard 
found the small Featherweight'M 
model SHERPA/TUBBS snow
shoes ideal for packing over sur
face conditions of heavy mush 
as well as deep, fresh snow. 
They found size, traction and 
superior performance to be real 
plus factors. 

• PATENT PENDING 

. LETTERS 
Continued 

Editor, OFF BELAY 

I climbed Mount Adams on August 
26, a cool, clear beautiful day. I searched 
the east side of the false summit for the 
carved rock described in the August issue 
but could not find it. If anyone does, I 
hope you publish a sketch of the location. 

Editor's Reply: 

Dick Beckenbaugh 
Issaquah, Washington 

Sorry to send you on a wild goose 
chase, but there was an error in the article. 
Art Jones' rock overlooks the Avalanche 
Glacier and not the Klickitat. It is, how
ever, on the "back side" since most climb
ers sit on the sunny, lee side to escape the 
wind. Art Jones also carved another in
scription near by: "Lightning struck this 
rock, August, 1923". -R.S. 

~~ 
tubbs 

SNOWSHOES 

SEND FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE 
ON SHERPA QUALITY EQUIPMENT 
FOR SNOWSHOERS - INCLUDING 
THE NEW SHERPA/TUBBS SNOW
SHOE LINE. 
WRITE: VERMONT TUBBS, INC 

Dept. B 
18 Elm Street 
Wellingford , VT. 05773 

Editor, OFF BELAY 

In reference to your editorial in the 
August issue of OFF BELAY, we would 
like to offer a few comments. 

Interest in climbing has increased 
considerably over the last decade. A 
record for climbing activity was set at 
Zion in 1972 with a total of 45 persons in 
14 parties registering for technical and 
nontechnical climbs. While this represents 
about 0.005 percent of the annual visita
tion to Zion, it is sufficient to justify 
specialized service and protection. In 
response to this need, we have entered 
into agreements with other national parks 
and organizations to provide technical ad
vice and rescue assistance. We also wel
come assistance from any source with 
general information and climbing guides. 
We see that all rangers receive at least 
introductory training in technical climbing 
and nontechnical evacuation. 

In consideration of the local climate 
we discourage summer climbing in favor 
of the spring and fall, but the final deci
sion is left entirely to the climbers. 

We wonder if you spoke to the same 
ranger six times. We certainly have not 
programmed our staff to the "we do not 
encourage climbing" statement referred 
to in your letter. 



Our basic mountain climbing policy 
statement remains as it has been for sever
al years: 

"The climbing of the various types 
of mountainous terrain is recognized by 
the National Park Service as an entirely 
proper and appropriate use of areas within 
the National Park System. The National 
Park Service will permit mountaineering 
activities in the parks subject to the re
quirements of the Service's responsibilities 
for the protection of human life, and the 
protection of natural, esthetic, and scien
tific values and the protection of the rights 
and privileges of others in their normal 
use and enjoyment of these areas." 

This is the climbing policy we fol
low in Zion and we anticipate no major 
policy changes in the near future . 

Robert C. Heyder 
Superintendent 

Zion National Park, Utah 

Editor, OFF BELAY 

Permit me to disagree with "Beep! 
This is a Recording", your editorial in the 
August, 1973, issue. I am a preservationist 
(a leave-it-as-you-found-it type). I abhor 
the damage that technical climbers are in
flicting on Mother Nature's walls and 
ceilings. How would you like your neigh
bor's kid to come into your house and 
hammer nails in the walls and ceilings? 
Tom Frost's article, "Preserving the 
Cracks", in the 1972 American Alpine 
Journal touches on this very important 
subject. Why can't we tiptoe thru Mother 
Nature's house and allow someone hun
dreds of years from now to see the un
touched beauty we are enjoying! 

To support my wild preservatimist 
ideas and notions, I am most gratified to 
see that the Rocky Mountain National 
Park Service has finally pulled off the 
cables on Longs Peak. You should see 
the damage that countless boots do to 
relatively hard rock. 

Editor, OFF BELAY 

Herman Kasten 
Springfield, Ohio 

It is clear that climbers who do not 
weat helmets are taking an unnecessary 
risk. However, since climbing can be rath
er loosely defined as an unnecessary risk, 
that argument persuades few people to 
wear helmets. Since most climbers climb 
in teams, they have a responsibility not 
only to themselves but to the other mem
bers in the team. One of the finest as
pects of climbing as a sport is the interde
pendence and comradery that grows be
tween the team members, and particularly 
between climber and belayer. A climber 

who doesn't wear a helmet is avoiding his 
responsibility . If ti-climber not wearing a 
helmet is hit by rockfall or takes a fall 
and receives some small injury (a cut re
quiring stitches, for example), the other 
team member(s) must tend his injury or 
evacuate him. The latter operation is dif
ficult and often dangerous; moreover, the 
climb is usually aborted. Helmets are not 
a panacea and there will continue to be 
accidents that are unavoidable when they 
are used . However, in addition to pro
tecting the wearer, wearing a helmet mini
mizes those injuries which put the party 
in jeopardy and cut short the climb. Final
ly, consider how you would feel if you 
had to rescue some hot dog because of an 
injury that might have been avoided had 
he worn a helmet. 

Richard Thompson 
Glencoe, Illinois 

Editor, OFF BELAY 

We are all aware of the excessive 
amount of people that are now coming 

FIR COUNTRY EQUIPMENT 
equipment for the northwest, custom 
outdoor equipment construction and 
down re-stuffing and repairs 747-8416 
1360 s. 2nd, springfield, oregon, 97477 

patty renner 

into the wilderness areas that we enjoy. 
The public reads articles and stories about 
environment and ecology, they hear it on 
the radio and see it on television. Because 
of these and other reasons many folks are 
being turned on to the isolated and natur
al surroundings of our country. After 
becoming aware of this great new discov
ery, the next step is to participate, get 
out there and become part of it, do it all. 
As more and more people become in
volved in the out-of-doors, their massive 
numbers scream for controls, restrictions 
or some type of management. Many of 
these people are unaware of the danger 
that can face the uninformed or the un
prepared in a hostile environment. A 
great many are not acquainted with or 
not interested in the care and treatment 
of the delicate and fragile out-doors. 

Continued 

WRITE FOR OUIZ r:R.EE CAiAto~E 
e.f rEur5. P~,"~.BAir:; ,C1..Hot,111(,, ~cc '.s, TIP/. 

COOP WiLDeRNess SHOP-
D~er 081 'ICA8LE P1..,j Ptrll,l"A 15113 

C'OMPAl?E-2.#lloc~~ "'"*"'Y t 5'!.f'o 
~M-'ll"S .. M~rr•' Tf:AIT .,,rH '"" $ ,s. f"D 
Get~.! Pa,L<.a. (,, Ol~;ll)l'lf/0.:.,Af/ bn-f. a. 

DUAL TAPER WEDGES 
Sizes: ½"-1½" 

$6.00 per set. 

THE 

MOUTH OF SENECA, W. VA . 
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LETTERS 
Continued 

Because of these and other reasons, re
strictions concerning the use of the out
doors will multiply and become as numer
ous as the users. 

We have al I seen accidents trying to 
happen, accidents that will happen, due to 
ignorance or bad advice given by some 
well mea ning person. There will continue 
to be a greater amount of accidents in the 
mountains and remote areas main ly be
cause of the increased number of people 
going out on the mountains and secluded 
spot s. The pub lic, learning of these in
creased amounts of accidents may demand 
some type of controls or regula t ions on 
the use of their wilderness areas. They 
can pressure some officia l agency to take 
action to prevent or decrease the number 
of haphazard events which occur. 

Many of us are involved in teaching 
about, or giving instructions on the me
thods of mountaineering. Clubs, lodges, 
schools, churches and resorts are just a 
few of the organized type groups givi ng 
instructions concerning the many aspects 
of wilderness travel and existance. Climb
ing, to many of us, is our main objective 
in life, if not climbing at least being in
volved in the out-of-doors. Perhaps al
though some of us are not teaching or 

telling anyone about the great things we 
know are out there , we are still concerned 
about what happens. It reflects back to 
us in some way or another, whether we 
like it or not. Those wishing to venture 
out into this sort of environment should 
have competent instructions, so that both 
they and the wilderness will survive . 
These instructions should be the best avail
able. The intent is that the teacher be 
competent and knowledgeable. This can 
only be done by certifying teachers, lea
ders or instructors . 

We should begin to th ink and talk 
about certification. Why? To upgrade 
mountaineering and wilderness travel. Pos
sibly to cut down accidents in the moun
tains, accidents caused by wrong equip
ment, bad judgement, poor physica l con
ditioning, etc. 

Some day some group or agency w ill 
become interested in the aspects of qual i
fied leaders or teachers of mountaineering. 
We had better hope when this happens, 
it w il l be done by knowledgeable moun
taineering people. 

The American Alpine Club has es
tablished means of certi-fying mountain 
guides. They have done this because they 
wish to upgrade mounta in guiding here in 
the Un ited States. Also by doing this 
they are able to set standards and control 
it, instead of having some outside group 
or agency decide what mountain guides 

WORD PLAY 
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OR. A MOR..E. GR.APHIC WAY TO 
LOOK AT YOUR.. CLIMBIN6 
VOCABULARY -

by Go..ry Kirk c+ Fo..mily 

should do or not do. This takes care of 
guides but what about teachers, leaders 
and instructors of all different phases of 
mountaineering, they too should be certi
fied. Although they are not actually 
guiding in the mountains, they are passing 
on to others their knowledge and exper
iences of the out-of-doors. 

Mountaineering could well use a pro
gressive type method of evaluating its edu
cators. With a lot of work this could be 
accomplished. It would be great if the 
task and its many problems were handled 
by a mountaineering group or by a group 
of mountaineering organizations. 

- Edward Johann 
Portland, Oregon 

CLASSIFIED 
PRUSIKING by Robert Thrun (various me-
thods of ascend ing ropes and also techni-
ques.) 75pp-$4.50. National Speleological 
Society, Dept.OB, Cave Ave., Huntsville, A L 
35810 

CLIMB I NG - H IKING - KLETTERSCHUHE 
My sole concern. Write: Niall McGinnis 
1\/iountain 13oot Repair, P.O . Box 94, Ket-
chum, Idaho 83340 or cal l 208/726-9935 

CLIMB IN THE SAWTOOTHS OF IDAHO-
200,000 acres of mountain wilderness. Five 
10, and 24 day seminars, each a comprehen-
sive mountaineering, wilderness experience. 
Guided summit climbs. Wilderness expedi-
tions for groups, families and individuals. 
Brochu re available. EE-DA- HOW MOUN -
TAINEERING, P.O. Box 207, Ucon, Idaho 
83454. 

MOUNTAINEERING LITERATURE and 
maps available of unusual wilderness areas 
and remote parts of the world. Request free 
book list. Mountain Travel, 1398 So lano 
Ave., Albany, CA 94706 

LIGHTWEIGHT EQU I PMENT: Backpack-
ing (original design tents); Ski Touring (Bon-
na, Alfa, Try Ii, Troll, Norfell); Canoeing 
(Old Town, Chestnut) ; Kayaking (Tyne, O ld 
Town); Watercraft Accessories; Trail Guides; 
Books. Free Cata log . MOOR & MOUN-
TA I N, Dept. 63 Main Street, Concord, 
Massachusets 01742. 

MOUNT ST HELENS- Map and Climbers 
Guide, expanded topographic map, road 
map, aerial photo, historical, legendary, geo-
logica l, and mountaineering notes. Sketches 
and descriptions tor seven routes and four 
variations. $1.50. Write St Helens Map, 
12416-169th S.E . , Renton, WA 98055. 

Our Advert isers make OFF BELAY possi-
b le. Let them know you approve. 

CLIMBERS, HIKERS, come to us for your 
equipment and information. We are experi-
enced specialists in mountaineering and 
backpacking, in North Central Washington. 
Specialized equipment from Qua l ity manu-
factures: Kelty, North Face, Chouinard, 
Sac Millet, Joe Brown. Books and U .S.G .S. 
maps of the North Cascades. Asplund's 
Mountain Shop , Ohme Garden Road, Wenat-
chee, Washington 98801. (509) 662-6539. 
15 minutes from Leavenworth. 

MAZAMA annuals for 1896, 1897, 1900, 
and 1903 needed to complete OFF BE LAY 
reference set. Write Ray Smutek, 12416 
169th Avenue S. E . , R enton, WA 98055. 

RIPSTOP NYLON $1 .50 yd. Coated Rip-
stop $2 yd. Cordura Packcloth $3.25 yd. 
Zippers, Web, Etc. Tent, Pack, Sleeping Bag 
Plans. Forest Folk , Box 3099, Eugene, 
Oregon 97403. 



Howto 
saventoney 

onyour 
Long Distance 

1. Dial direct whenever 
you can. 

When you dial interstate 
calls direct from your home 
or office phone without 
operator assistance, you 
can almost always save. For 
representative rates and 
details on when dial-direct 
rates are applicable, see the 
rate chart below. 
2. Call at the times when 
rates are lowest. 

Interstate Long Distance 
rates-especially dial-direct 

calls. 
rates-are lower on week
ends, in the evening and 
late at night. Savings can 
be big, as you can see from 
the rate chart. 
3. Plan your conversation 
in advance. 

If you know in advance 
what you wish to talk about 
-perhaps even make some 
notes-you' 11 be able to 
share more news and get 
more accomplished in less 

time. And this will save 
money. 
4. Call person-to-person 
only when absolutely 
necessary. 

Person-to-person calls 
are far more expensive than 
station-to-station calls
especially dial-direct station 
calls. In some cases, as 
indicated in the rate chart, 
you can get more than two 
dial-direct calls for the 
price of one person-to
person call. 

Coast to Coast Long Distance rates 
Station -to-Station Person-

Dial-it- Operator- to-
Yourself Assisted Person 

8 a.m. to 

Weekends 11 p.m. Sat 70c $1 .40 $3.55 
and 8 a.m. to first 3 minutes first 3 minutes first 3 minutes 
5 p.m. Sun. 

5 p.m. to 85c $140 $3.55 Evenings 11 p.m . Sun. first 3 minutes fi rst 3 minutes first 3 minutes through Fri. 

11 p. m. to 35c· $140 $3.55 
Nights first minute minimum call minimum cal l 8 a.m. daily (minimum call) (3 minutes) (3 minutes) 

8 a.m. to $1.45 $1. 85 $3.55 Weekdays 5 p.m. Mon . 
through Fri. first 3 minutes first 3 minutes fi rst 3 minutes 

Rates shown (tax is not included) are for the days , hours and durations indicated , and fo r the types 
of calls specified at the head of the columns. Rates may be even less, of course, on out-of-state 
cal ls for shorter distances. 
These dial-it-yourself rates apply on all coast-to-coast interstate ca lls completed from any non-coin 
telephone without operator assistan ce or from any non-coin phone where direct dialing facilities are 
not available. Dial direct rates do not apply to person-to-person, co in , hotel/motel guest, credi t-ca rd , 
coll ect or to ca lls charged to another number, because an operator must assist on such calls. 

• One minute minimum calls avai lable only at the times shown, and additional minutes are 20c each, 
coast to coast. 

@Pacific Northwest Bell 



A gift subscription to 
OFF BELAY 

One year-$6.00; two years-$11.00; /1( 
three years-$15.00; five years-$20.00. ,.. / 
Add $1.00 per year for subscriptions ( 
outside the U.S. or Canada. Washington I 
residents add 5.3% sales tax. 

Fr1'entl 

Or the 
CLIMBERS' GUIDE 

to his favorite climbing area 

from the OFF BELAY booklist 

Southern Cascades, Washington 
Olympic Range, Washington 
Rocky Mtns of Canada, South 
Interior Ranges of B.C.~Canada 
Shawangunk Rock Climbs 
Needles of South Dakota 

OFF BELAY 
12416-169th AVl::NUI: S.E. 

RENTON, WASHINGTON 98055 


