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Photo by Tom Ross 

know your mountains 
Can you name this mountain? Our clue is that it is located somewhere on the map facing this page. Answer on page 23. 
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Don't miss the Winter Olymph 
By Craig Forrest 

If at all possible, you should plan to attend the VIII Winter 

Olympic Games at Squaw Valley, near Lake Tahoe, in Cali-

fornia which are scheduled to start Thursday afternoon, Feb-

ruary 18, 1960 and continue through a ten-day period. It will 

be the first time in more than a quarter of a century that the 

entwined rings of the Olympic banner will wave over United 

States territory, and the spectacular and colorful pageantry 

of the Olympic Games should be an unforgettable experience. 

If you are unable to attend all the events, select a period 

of two or three days. It will be worthwhile to include either 

the opening or closing ceremonies and one of the two Sunday 

afternoons when the ski jumping events will take place. 

Tickets are available on a daily basis. 

Though convenient, it is this writer's opinion that housing 

reservations far in advance are not as necessary as the 

Olympic Committee would have you believe. There are many 

motels in Reno and on the highways leading to that city, and 

it is common practice with hotels and motels not to reserve 

in advance all of their rooms, but to leave some vacancies 

for their drop-in trade. 

Also, many of our "Summit" readers will be interested in 

the possibilities of car camping. We have inquired and hope 

to have a list of the State Parks that will be open in the 

Lake Tahoe area in the next issue of "Summit Magazine." 

Because you drop out of the mountains quickly on the 

Nevada side of Lake Tahoe to a warmer, more temperate 

climate, you will find many spots along those roads where 

you can "throw out a sleeping bag" and stay for the night 

without having to sleep on snow. 

Unless you just have a lot of money that you don't know 

what to do with, those attending the Winter Olympics would 

do well to pass up the expensive ($200) reserved seats in 

the Ice Arena. Most of the "best" events will be held out-

side, for which you can attend on a daily basis for $7.50. 

The only events you will miss in the Arena are the figure 

skating competitions and some of the hockey games. It is 

interesting to note, too, that if you do attend the figure skat-

ing events you will miss out on some of the most exciting 

ski races, since they are scheduled at the same time. 

Weather 
As of the middle of December, there was still no snow at 

Squaw Valley. Though planes are standing by to seed any 

likely-looking clouds, it would be most unusual, indeed, for 

snow not to fall heavy enough for the Games in February. 

The weather in Squaw Valley can be said to be typical of 

weather in any high mountain valley, with an abundance of 
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Man in flight — 
A competitor in the 80-meter 

Special Jump is shown in mid-air on the 
beautiful jumping hill at 

Papoose Peak in Squaw Valley during the 
Trial Events. This scene will be repeated 

hundreds of times during the 
Olympic Winter Games there February 

18 through 28, 1960. 
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Thirty-four nations to send competitors  
snow and a good share of clear, sunny days in winter. But, in 

Squaw Valley, the extremes tend to be greater. The storms 

are more violent, the snowfalls are heavier and the sunny 

days are warmer. 

Early in 1959, a typical Squaw Valley winter was com-

pressed into less than a month. As the dates for the 1959 

North American Trial Events approached, the winter had 

been far from typical. While the Valley is in the heart of a 

region which records the greatest annual snowfalls in the 

United States, the snows had been skimpy up to February. 

Then, in a typical Sierra Nevada storm, it snowed for ten 

days with only intermittent breaks. More than 100 inches fell 

in the Valley and created such dangerous avalanche condi-

tions on Squaw Peak that skiers had to be kept away. The 

sun came through on the day the Trial Events competitions 

began, and California's famous climate prevailed during the 

rest of the meet. Temperatures soared to the fifties on sev-

eral of the sunny afternoons, and skiers and spectators put 

on the shorts and t-shirts usually reserved for late spring. 

The average annual snowfall is a whopping 450 inches and 

the average yearly depth is 108 inches. In Squaw Valley's 

relatively short climatological record, the greatest recorded 

monthly snowfall was 114 inches in February, 1959—most of 

it contributed by the storm mentioned above. The greatest 

daily fall was 49 inches on April 3, 1958, and the greatest 

depth on the ground was 130 inches, also on that date. Judg-

ing by surrounding areas where the records go back many 

more years, maximum monthly falls for the Valley will reach 

records as high as 200 inches. 

These winter snowfalls make up most of Squaw Valley's 

precipitation—more than three-fourths of the annual precipi-

tation occurs in the five months from November through 

March. Measurable rain or snow falls on about one-third of 

the days during this period. 

Origin 
Though the origin of the first Olympic Games is lost in a 

tangle of myths, the first Olympic meets were held in a 

sacred valley of Olympia in Elis, Greece, with the first 

recorded games in 776 B.C. 

Athletic contests were conducted as a part of religious 

festivals, the games celebrated an Olympiad or period of 

four years, and took place during the first year of each 

period. D uring this time, trading ceased and the warring 

states laid down their arms to peaceably hold the games. 

For the first thirteen Olympiads the "Stade," a single race 

of 200 yards, was the only event. Then came other running 

events, followed by the penthathlon, wrestling, boxing, a 

four-horse chariot race, the pancration and a race for heavily-

armed runners. 
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The games, for centuries peaceful events, during the fifth 

century, BC. reached their climax, only to lose their ideals 

and significance as Greece lost her power and prestige. 

Nearly 300 Olympiads, one every four years for 1200 years, 

had taken place when in 394 A.D. Emperor Theodosius for-

bade the games altogether. 

The first Olympiad of modern times took place in Athens, 

Greece, in 1896, and the present day Olympiads and games 

are numbered from that time. The Olympic Winter Games, 

comprising the winter sports, were started in 1924 at 

Chamonix, France. Other Winter Games have been held at 

St. Moritz, Switzerland, in 1928; Lake Placid, N.Y., 1932; 

Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, 1936; St. Moritz, Switzer-

land, 1948; Oslo, Norway, 1952; and at Cortina, Italy, in 

1956. 

Olympic Emblem 

The rings forming the Olympic symbol represent the five 

major continents. Linked together they denote the sporting 

friendship of the peoples of the earth. The colors are blue, 

yellow, black, green and red and were chosen because they 

appear at least once in the flags of every nation in the 

world. 

At least 34 nations have indicated that they will send 

teams to the VIII Olympic Winter Games at Squaw Valley. 

The countries: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, 

Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Nationalist China, Czechoslovakia, 

Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, 

Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Japan, Liechtenstein, Morocco, Neth-

erlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Rumania, Spain, 

Sweden, Switzerland, South Africa, Turkey, U.S.S.R., Yugo-

slavia, and the United States. 

Ski Jumps 
Among the most spectacular events to be staged at the 

Olympic Games are the ski jump competitions. The 60-meter 

combined ski jump will be held Sunday afternoon, February 

21 and the 80-meter special jump Sunday afternoon, February 

28. The latter is regarded by many as the most thrilling indi-

vidual event of the entire Olympic Winter Games. 

Aside from these two ski jumps, there will be an exhibition 

ski jump on opening day, Thursday, February 18, and prac-

tice jumps every day. If you are attending the full session, 

you should try to include one of the jumping meets on Febru-

ary 21 or 28 in your schedule. 

Ski jumping is strictly a man's sport. Olympic ski jumping 

events are conducted over two hills of different size. The 

special jumping event utilizes the large 80-meter hill which 

at Squaw Valley is now considered the largest Olympic jump-

ing hill in the world. It is estimated that it will accommodate 

a jump of 300 feet. 



Aerial View — This striking photograph gives an unusual view of Squaw Valley with its Olympic Winter Games' facilities 

(lower right) and of its proximity to Lake Tahoe (upper left). Lake Tahoe is seven miles from the mouth of Squaw Valley 

via Highway 89 which will handle the traffic to the Games' area. 

The other hill used in Olympic jumping competition is the 

60-meter layout which is used exclusively as half of the 

Nordic Classic Combined competition. Competitors in Clas-

sic Combined gain their score from their placing in the 15-

kilometer Cross Country, combined with their performance 

off of the 60-meter jumping hill. 

A ski jumper achieves his standing in an event by the fol-

lowing: He is judged on his form before takeoff, during flight, 

landing and outrun and by the distance from takeoff to point 

of landing. Five judges score every jump. jumping skis are  

the longest, widest, and heaviest of all competitive ski 

equipment and have three grooves on the running surface to 

aid in tracking. 

Cross Country 

The cross country ski races will be held at McKinney Creek 

along the shores of Lake Tahoe approximately twelve miles 

south of Squaw Valley. Cross country ski racing, very highly 

developed in the Scandinavian countries, is a tremendous 

test of technique, conditioning and waxing abilities. A good 

cross country course is composed of a well-defined track 
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Winter Olympic Site to become 

over rolling, slightly wooded terrain so that the athlete is 

required to climb, go downhill, and ski on the level in equal 

proportions. The skis used in cross country racing are very 

narrow, thin and light and have a special binding that allows 

complete freedom of movement of the foot. 

A good cross country racer is able to literally run on his 

skis and should have the ability to achieve the utmost in 

forward motion with a minimum of effort. In a cross country 

race when one skier overtakes another, he calls "track" and 

the skier that has been overtaken must step aside and allow 

him to pass. One of the highlights of the Olympic cross 

country events will be the Men's 50-kilometer (a little over 

31 miles) marathon to be staged, February 27th. 

Biathlon 
Biathlon, an event new to the Olympic Winter Games, is a 

combination of cross country skiing and rifle marksmanship• 

and will be held in the McKinney Creek area. The Biathlon 

course is 20 kilometers (about 121/2  miles) in length and has 

and has along its route four separate shooting stations. A 

Biathlon competitor is required to carry a rifle on his back 

and when he arrives at a shooting station must hit the target 

according to regulation techniques of shooting. 

Each racer is required to shoot five rounds at each target. 

Every time he fails to hit the target, two minutes is added to 

his time as a penalty. Biathlon commands a great deal of 

interest in the European countries and is an outgrowth of the 

old-time military ski patrol competitions. The Russians, 

Swedes, Finns and Swiss are the present leaders in this 

event. Most of the competitors will undoubtedly be military 

personnel. 

Alpine Ski Racing 

Alpine ski racing consists of the downhill, giant slalom and 

slalom events. In the Olympic Games each of these events 

are run on successive days usually in the order of giant 

slalom, slalom and downhill. However, this year the men's 

downhill will be run at the beginning of the matches in order 

that recreational skiers attending the games may use the 

facilities on Squaw Peak and the surrounding ski trails. All 

other Alpine events will be held on KT-22 and Little 

Papoose Peak which are located on the south slope of Squaw 

Valley. 

The Alpine events have been refined to the point where 

competitors now use a different pair of skis for each of the 

three races. Slalom skis are lighter, narrower, and designed 
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so that they can be turned quickly and hold on an icy sur-

face. Giant slalom and downhill skis are longer, wider, and 

have hidden steel edges to reduce the drag on the snow 

surface. 

Slalom 

Of the three Alpine events slalom racing demands the most 

from the competitor in terms of technical polish and finesse 

as he rides his skis through the complicated series of com-

binations that compose a slalom course. A combination in a 

slalom course is a series of several gates and may be called 

a hairpin, a flush or an "H." The snow surface of a slalom 

course is usually prepared meticulously by boot and ski 

packing to make it hard and smooth, so that the last man as 

well as the first has an equal chance to turn in a good per-

formance. 

Each gate in a slalom course is marked by a pair of blue, 

red and yellow flags and as the course is set, this order 

must be adhered to. Slalom gates are approximately eleven 

feet between poles with a distance of 21/2  feet between gates. 

The Olympic slalom course will consist of 65 to 75 gates for 

men and forty to fifty for ladies. The Olympic racers will be 

required to make two runs of slalom over separate courses. 

The racer who posts the best combined time for the two runs 

will be declared the winner. 

Giant Slalom 
A giant slalom is quite different than a slalom and might 

be more accurately termed a "controlled downhill" since the 

speeds will average twenty to forty miles per hour. The com-

petitors follow a course defined by control gates. A gate 

consists of two sets of two poles each bearing either a red 

or a blue flag. Consecutive gates in a giant slalom will alt-

ernate red to blue, and there are not combinations of gates 

as there are in a slalom. The Olympic course will have at 

least thirty gates, 15 to 25 feet wide. 

Downhill 
A good downhill course is about three miles in length and 

drops about 2000 feet and is designed to provide extreme 

technical difficulties to the competitor in the form of bumps, 

high speed turns, sudden drops and transitions. Speeds on a 

downhill course will range from thirty to sixty miles per 

hour. A downhill course is marked by three types of flags. 

Red flags are directional flags and are placed to guide the 

racer. Yellow flags are danger flags and draw the competi-

tor's attention to hazardous portions of the course. Blue 



'Snowshoe Thompson State Park" after Games 

flags are used for control, similar to control gates in a giant 

slalom. 
Ice Hockey 

Ice hockey provides more than its share of excitement at 

any Olympic Games, and one of the reasons is that it's the 

only contact sport on the program. Particularly for American 

fans, who have been educated to U.S.-style football, there's 

nothing like the crash of bodies to fire the imagination. 

There will be 29 contests between ten countries, with 

fifteen scheduled for the main Ice Arena and fourteen to be 

played in the adjacent East Rink on the outside. Games will 

be played every afternoon except on closing day in both the 

Arena and outside rinks. 

The Russians and Canadians will be favored, with the 

Americans accorded only an outside chance to win the team 

title. 
Speed Skating 

The speed skating competition at the 1960 Games should 

be the closest in Olympic history with a wholesale onslaught 

on speed skating records. Another first in 1960, along with 

the Biathlon, will be the ladies' speed skating. In 1956, the 

Russians dominated the men's speed skating competition. 

However, this time they will receive rugged competition from 

the Scandinavians, particularly the Finns and Norwegians, in 

the longer races. Americans Don McDermott and Bill Disney 

are threats in the shorter races. 

The one-quarter mile speed skating oval at Squaw Valley is 

located to the south of the Ice Arena and will be the first 

artificially-refrigerated oval ever to be used in Olympic com-

petition. This controlled refrigerated surface is expected to 

improve record-breaking possibilities. 

All speed skating events to be held February 20 through 27 

can be viewed by outside spectators. 

Victory Ceremonies 

Starting on the third day, victory ceremonies will be held 

every day at noon. These will be conducted at the speed 

skating oval. 

Generally speaking, visitors holding the high-priced arena 

ducats, will watch figure skating in the morning, victory 

ceremonies at noon, and ice hockey games in the afternoon. 

Visitors holding "valley" tickets will watch skiing events 

in the morning, victory ceremonies at noon and ice hockey 

games in the afternoon at the outside rink. 

After the last competitor has packed his bags and gone 

home, the California State Park System will inherit all perm-

anent facilities constructed by the state and federal govern-

ments for the Games. These facilities include two ski lifts, 

the 8,500-seat Ice Arena, the Press Building, the Adminis-

tration Building, two outside hockey rinks, the 400-meter 

speed skating oval, the entire Olympic Village facility, two 

spectator centers, the Ski Jumps, and all attendant roadways, 

parking areas and utility facilities. The area to be included 

in the huge state park is approximately 1,000 acres. 

If a resolution passed by the California legislature is 

adopted, Squaw Valley will be known as the Snowshoe 

Thomson State Park in honor of the legendary figure who 

carried the mail over the Sierra on skis a century ago. 

Schedule for VIII Olympic Games at Squaw Valley, California 

EVENT OR SPORT 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 26 28 27 28 LOCATION 

OpenMg Ceremonies A Ice Arena and Oval 

Ski Jumping (E.ibition) N Papoose Peak 

Victory Ceremonies NNNNNNNNN Speed Skating Oval 

Exhibition Figure Skating A Ice Arena 

ClosMg Ceremonies A Ice Arena and Oval 

Modern Winter Biathlon: 
Skiing and Shooting M McKinney Creek Area 

Figure Skating: 
Ladies' Compulsory Figures M M NI Ice Arena 

Ladies' Free Style A Ice Arena 

Men's Compulsory Figures M NI It, Arena 

Men's Free Style A Ice Arena 

Pairs A Ice Arena 

It, Hockey: AA—Denotes 2 games 
A AA AA AA A AA AA A AA Ice Arena 

A AA A A AA AA A A A AA East Rink 

STa'cfies' Slalom M Papoose Peak 

Ladies Giant Slalom M Papoose Peak 

Ladies' Downhill NI KT-22 Mountain 

Men's Slalom NI KT-22 Mountain 

Men's Giant Slalom M KT-22 Mountain 

Men's Downhill NI Squaw Peak 

Ladies' 10km Croas-Country NI . 
McKinney Creek Area 

Ladies' IX 5 km Cross-Country Relay M McKinney Creek Area 

Men's 15km Special Cross-Country NI McKinney Creek Area 

Men's 30km Special Cross-Country NI McKinney Creek Area 

Men's 50ken Special Cross-Country NI McKinney Creek Area 

Men's 4 X 10 km Cross-Country Relay M McKinney Creek Area 

Men's 15km Combined Cross-Country NI McKinney Creek Area 

Men's 60,, Conlbined Jumping A Papoose Peak 

Men's 00,, Special Jumping A Papoose Pe. 

Speed Skating: Ladies' 500 meters NI Speed Skating Oval 

Ladies' 1000 meters M Speed Skating Oval 

Ladies' 1500 meters M Speed Skating Oval 

Ladies' 0000,,,',,, 71 Speed Skating Oval 

Men's 500 meters N Speed Skating Oval 

Men's 1500 meters M Speed Skating Oval 

Men's 5000 meters SI Speed Skating Oval 

Men's 10,000 meters M Speed Skating Oval 

Symbols: M—Morning N—N,,, A—Al ernoon 
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Figure 1-2. In Daylight Both Rods and Cones Function. 

Figur. 1-3. At Night, Only Rods See. 

A flashlight is numbered among the "ten essentials" that every 
mountaineer should carry in his pack. Yet, in a real emergency how 
much value does your flashlight really have? Both high altitude and 
cold effect the efficiency of batteries. If you are carrying one of the 
regular size two-cell flashlights and the batteries are new, you can 
count on about four hours' operation. If you are carrying one of the 
smaller two-cell flashlights you will have light for about two hours. 
Another questionable factor is how often do you go off on trips with 
brand new batteries and do you always carry extra batteries? 

A flashlight will give you a small thin beam of light. If you shine 
it on the ground six to ten feet in front of you, you'll get a narrow 
circle of light about a foot in diameter. When traveling at night 
you'll have to flash the light all around to avoid branches, rocks 
and other obstacles. Soon you won't see anything except what is in 
the beam of the flashlight. It becomes a real crutch, and one that in 
an emergency is soon going to go dim. 

You Can See at Night! 

Man is not as blind at night as some people might think. On a dark 
night with no moonlight, you can travel safely across country avoid-
ing rocks, bushes and branches. You can follow a trail, even though 
it is faint, and avoid deep depressions or cliffs. Yes, you can even 
safely hop talus. You can do this by acquiring and protecting night 
vision. 

It takes thirty minutes to acquire full night vision, and only a few 
seconds of light to destroy it! 

A person with average eyesight who knows how to use his visual 
equipment is far better off than the person with superior eyesight 
who doesn't know how to use his eyes. Naturally, in the absence of 
daylight you can't see as well, so it's important to use your eyes 
properly. Acquiring night vision takes thought, training and practice. 
Your mind and your eyes work as a team. To see well, you must con-
centrate on seeing, and put some mental effort into it. Your eyes 
are constructed so that you have to use them in a different way at 
night. (See Figure One.) At night the images that you perceive are 
indistinct and frequently small, and it takes practice to recognize 
the things your eyes see. 

Let's take a look at the eyes and how they work. 
The light-sensitive nerve endings at the back of your eyes are of 

two kinds. They are called cones and rods. The cones, millions of 
them, are concentrated in a ring in the center of the retina. The rods, 
equally numerous, are concentrated in a ring or circle around the 

Figure. 1-1. Cones in Center, Rods in a Ring Around Cones 

cones. You use the cones in the center of your eyes to see color and 
detail and to pick up faraway objects. The rods are able to detect 
color only as shades of gray. The rods are colorblind; they can see 
neither detail nor distant objects. But you do use the rods to see 
objects when you look out of the corners of your eyes. Although the 
rods won't tell you the color of a tree, bush or rock, they will keep 
you from walking into them. 

Broadly speaking, you see with the cones in daylight and with the 
rods at night, but there's no distinct boundary because your use of 
rods and cones varies with the amount of light. In full moonlight, for 
example, the rods and cones divide the work. 

Night Adaptation 

As everyone knows, when you go from a brightly-lighted room into 
the dark, you can't see until your eyes adjust to the darkness. First, 
the pupils open up to let in all the light there is. Then the cones 

should you use flashlight or 
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begin to adjust to the dark, so that after six or seven minutes your 
eyes become 100 times more sensitive and you can see a littl e bit. 
The dark-sensitive rods adjust more slowly, but in time they become 
100,000 times more sensitive than they are in sunlight. It takes 
about thirty minutes for the rods to become adjusted to the dark. 

When you go from darkness to bright light, your eyes adapt after 
only a couple of minutes. They adjust so fast that ten seconds of 
bright light destroys much of your ability to see in the dark and you 
have to start all over again to get back your night eyes. You can't 
see in the dark unless your eyes are adapted to it. 

It takes thirty minutes to adapt your eyes and only seconds to lose 
your adaptation. So, the first principle of night seeing is to adapt 
your eyes to darkness and then protect that night vision. The flare 
of a lighted match or an instant of light from a flashlight will ser-
iously affect your night vision. 

If you are traveling with someone who insists on using a flashlight 
periodically, try closing one eye before they flash the light so that 
you can retain your night adaptation in that eye. 

How to See at Night 

When something catches your attention out. of the corner of your 
eye, it's natural to turn your head to get a better look. That's the 
thing to do in the daytime when the point of sharpest vision is in the 
center of your eyes. It's the wrong procedure at night. When you look 
directly at an object at night, you are trying to see through your 
night blindspot in the center of your eyes. To take advantage of the 
dark sensitivity of the rods at night, look slightly away from the 
object you want to see. If your eyes move irresistibly toward the 
object, let them swing through it. Then pick it up again on the other 
side of your eyes. 

If you see an object and then lose it at night, don't stare at the 
spot where you lost it. Move your eyes around the spot in a circle, 
focusing always slightly away from the point. If the object is still 
there, you'll pick it up again by looking to one side of it, over it or 
under it. 

In daylight, you see color, shadow, and detail which gives you a 
true impression of the size and nature of what you're looking at. At 
night you see no color and very little detail, so that you have to de-
pend upon the size of the object and the contrast between it and its 
background to identify it. So at night, familiar things look different. 
In order to interpret the meager information your night eyes give you 
into a realistic picture, you have to practice. One reason why you 
see so well in the daytime is that, using your eyes all day long, 

'night vision' 

you've had plenty of practice. On the other hand, you've had little 
practice at night seeing because. that's when you sleep. So practice 
night seeing by walking in the dark or, instead of sitting by a roar-
ing campfire, sit in the dark and look at the surrounding trees and 
rocks. You might find yourself watching the antics of some nocturnal 
animals! 

Other Factors Affecting Vision 

Beginning at 5,000 feet in elevation, there will be some loss of 
ability to see because vision is the first of your faculties affected 
by lack of oxygen. The slightest lack of oxygen affects your seeing 
ability. At 12000 feet, you won't be able to see nearly as well as 
at sea level. However, you will still see more with night adaptation 
than you will see by using a flashlight. 

Both heavy smoking and heavy drinking can reduce your ability to 
see, particularly at high altitudes at night. Alcohol slows the dif-
fusion of oxygen through the tissues of the lungs so that oxygen 
does not get into the blood stream as fast as it should. A hangover 
may double or triple the amount of oxygen you need to see some-
thing. 

Fatigue impairs vision because seeing is a function of both brain 
and visual equipment. When you get tired, not only is your vision 
weakened, but in addition what you do see doesn't "register" as 
well. 

In conclusion, you should carry a flashlight as one of the "ten 
essentials" and use it at camp in an emergency. But in situations 
where you might have to walk long distances at night, you should 
remember that you have a "built-in" ability to see if you adapt and 
protect your night vision. 

Figure 2. Night Vision 

By Craig Forrest 

Summit 9 



Heroic Effort Made by Appalachian 

In August of this year, all the national 

newspapers, radio and television sta-

tions carried the report of two "moun-

tain climbers" who became stranded on 

a New Hampshire rock cliff and died of 

exposure. From these reports, climbers 

throughout the United States must have 

wondered how this could happen in the 

middle of summer. In the new issue of 

Appalachia just published by the Appa-

lachian Mountain Club, Boston, Massa-

chusetts, is the complete report by the 

climbers on the rescue attempt. 

The two boys who died were Alfred 

Shortly after 2 a.m. on Monday, August 

24, John Perry, Chairman of our Rock 

Climbing Committee, telephoned me at 

my home in Princeton, Massachusetts. 

Two climbers were believed stuck on 

Cannon Mountain. Would I help in get-

ting them down? 

I agreed to join him, and when I arrived 

in Franconia Notch at 6 a.m. I found 

automobiles parked on both sides of the 

highway and people peering and point-

ing at the cliff. It had begun to rain and 

a thickening fog moved down the face 

of the cliff. Shivering with the wet and 

cold, I decided to change into my warm-

er climbing clothes. 

I think it was 6:30 a.m. when I spotted 

the boys on a ledge about 500 feet 

above the base of the cliff. I immediate-

ly looked for a feasible route to them 

and, thinking I made one out, pointed it 

out to Bob Collin. I fixed two prominent 

overhangs in my mind as landmarks, as 

the clouds moved ominously lower. I 
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Whipple, Jr., 20, and Sidney Crouch, 21, 

and neither had previous rock climbing 

experience. Sometime on Sunday morn-

ing, August 23, they parked their car 

just off the highway below the cliffs on 

Cannon Mountain near the south end of 

Profile Lake. Late in the afternoon, 

someone spotted the boys on the cliff 

and one of them was waving a white 

object. This was reported to George 

Hamilton, manager of the A.M.C. Hut 

System, and he arranged for rock climb-

ers to attempt a rescue on the following 

morning. 

knew that as we got directly under the 

cliff we should be lost in the sheer 

mass of the face itself. 

We started off from the highway for the 

base of the cliff, and as we climbed up 

through the woods and over the boulder-

field beneath the cliff I couldn't help 

wishing I had stopped for breakfast 

earlier that morning. We arrived at the 

base of the cliff around 8 a.m., finding 

the cache of equipment and clothing left 

by a previous rescue team of two who 

had spent the night there. 

We moved along the base of the cliff 

until I recognized the two overhangs I 

had seen from the highway. An overhang 

200 feet above us appeared to be the 

critical obstacle in this route. 

I happened to be in the lead, with Lyle 

Richardson and Bob Collin just in back 

of me. I uncoiled the rope to begin the 

ascent. Since we were all of equal 

climbing ability and had all climbed to-

gether before, it didn't matter who was 

JOHN E. TAYLOR 

first on the rope.' 

We decided that a rope of three would 

be a stronger working unit than a faster 

rope of two. Lyle, who was my second, 

carried a heavy pack containing extra 

clothing, food, and an extra rope, and 

Bob, the third man, carried a portable 

radio. 

Fog, with a fierce rain and wind, en-

veloped us as I moved cautiously 

across grassy ledges up toward a prom-

inent V-shaped crack 120 feet above. I 

put in two pitons before reaching this 

crack. The crack was so large that, 

thankfully, I could get inside it away 

from the wind. I drove a piton in one of 

the walls and anchored myself. Lyle 

Bob Collin takes issue with this. 
"Jack Taylor was by far the best climb-
er present by any criterion. I think 
everybody there realized this and so 
when he showed the initiative we all 
followed. I think things went so smooth-
ly because we all knew each other's 
abilities." 

 Report by John E. Taylor 



Climbers To Rescue Boys On Cliff - 

joined me a few minutes later. 

The right-hand wall of the main crack 

was wet and slippery. As Lyle braced 

my feet, I jammed them into small cracks 

to get over this difficult section. I 

moved straight up to the prominent over-

hang I had felt would be the crux of the 

climb. I had just enough rope to get in 

under the overhang, out of the rain and 

wind. It was a great relief to be so pro-

tected. Putting a piton into the roof of 

the overhang, I tied myself securely in. 

I waited a few minutes for Bob Collin to 

climb up to Lyle. After Bob was firmly 

anchored in the crack, Lyle climbed up 

to me, and Bob immediately followed; we 

were now all together, under the protec-

tion of the overhang. 

I moved left out from under the over-

hang along a sloping ledge, right into 

the fury of the wind and rain. The wind 

was so strong that I gasped for breath. 

The problem in front of me would not 

have been a difficult one in dry weather: 

it was a short vertical face with fine 

handholds at shoulder level. But the 

needed foothold was covered with lichen 

and so slippery that my foot kept coming 

off whenever I tried to put my weight on 

it. I began to lose my nerve. I moved 

farther to the left, to see if there might 

be some easier alternative route. What 

a sight! There was no possible route in 

that direction—rivers of water poured 

down the slabs and the wind whipped it 

at right angles to the cliff. 

I decided, after several anxious mo-

ments, that up the face in front of me 

was the only possible way. I might fall 

in this effort but I decided to take the 

chance. I placed my hands on the 

shoulder-level ledge and chinned my-

self, completing this maneuver by put-

ting my left knee on the ledge. A small 

rivulet poured down over my knee and  

into my boot and I couldn't help being 

thankful I had worn corduroy knickers, 

as they held the rock so well. I had 

about ten more feet of delicate climbing 

before I felt I was over the worst. Mov-

ing along for another fifty feet, I spotted 

what I thought would be an ideal belay 

stance, protected from the wind. I tied 

myself in to a large slab of rock and 

signaled for Lyle to start climbing. At 

this point the increasing wind made 

communication more and more difficult. 

It wasn't too long before Lyle was 

tying into my position and I was off 

again. I moved upward, occasionally 

using small bushes for handholds. 

The rock seemed to slope back above 

me and I had the feeling that I was ap-

proaching easier ground. At about 1 p.m. 

I gave a call and one of the marooned 

boys answered. While I waited for Lyle 

to join me, I tried to determine just 

where the boys were located. I was 

confused at first as to their location 

because the ledge on which the boys 

were tied in was immediately above me 

and their voices were muffled by it. I 

kept calling enc.ouragement to them, tell-

them that it would be only a few minutes 

before I should be there. Only one boy 

actually returned my calls. He kept re-

peating that we must hurry, but he never 

seemed to comprehend why there would 

be a delay before we could reach them. 

Waiting for Lyle to join me, I was tor-

mented by his calls, as they seemed to 

become irrational and weaker. It wasn't 

until Lyle began climbing and I was 

able to move from beneath the buttress 

which rose to form their ledge that I 

could actually see the boys, only fifty 

feet directly above me. 

The rain seemed to slacken but the 

wind continued to beat with fury. We 

were still in clouds. I couldn't find a  

crack for a piton to anchor Lyle during 

my next lead. This meant some risk, as 

what lay ahead appeared tricky. As I 

placed a piton 25 feet above Lyle with 

considerable difficulty, I noticed that 

my hands, which had gradually been 

getting - more numb all day, were now 

quite insensitive to the feel of the rock? 

One of my fingers even cramped; I was 

surprised, as this had never happened 

to me before. I was 25 feet below the 

boys when I realized that I didn't have 

the muscle to climb this direct route. 

Feeling frustrated and discouraged, I 

came down and talked over the situation 

with Lyle. I just hadn't the strength 

necessary to climb what I thought was 

the only possible route to their ledge. I 

also decided I couldn't go on without 

food. While I drank coffee and ate some 

chocolate, Lyle pointed out an alterna-

tive route off to the left. I moved the 

full length of the rope up and into a 

gully where I tied in to some bushes. 

After Bob had joined Lyle, I asked Bob 

to radio for a doctor and sleeping bags; 

however, we couldn't send this message 

as the radio was inoperative, probably 

because of excessive moisture. 

Lyle climbed up to me and tied in. One 

boy kept calling weakly, unaware that 

we were only a hundred feet to the left 

of him. I climbed up the gully, perhaps 

twenty feet, and then began traversing 

to the right across slabs of rock at a 

slightly higher level than the ledge on 

which the boys were located. Finding an 

old piton, I pendulumed farther to the 

2 Another member of the rescue team 
reported that his hands became so cold 
and numb that it was difficult to remove 
them from their holds. Occasionally he 
had to use one hand to help in loosen-
ing the other. This gave him greater 
confidence in the holding power of his 
numb hands!—Ed. 
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rescue team in danger - 
right over a more difficult section of 

slab. I ended up in another gully only 

25 feet from the boys, but this maneuver 

left me utterly exhausted. After resting 

a few minutes I looked for a piton 

crack, found one, and with considerable 

effort drove in a piton. I had to rest 

again. I realized that although I was 

only a few minutes away, my strength 

Spence and I had just returned from 

ten days' climbing in the Tetons, so we 

were well used to climbing together. We 

started up in the tracks of the first rope, 

alternating the lead. The first pitch pre-

sented some uncomfortable edges to get 

over, with streams of water coming down 

the route. We inched gingerly over the 

place where we had seen a block of 

granite, the size of a football, strike 

just in front of Bob Collin and bounce 

over him as he dived for cover. It was a 

great comfort to have a piton now and 

then. The second pitch, which Spence 

led, seemed impossible to me, except 

for the moral support of a rope from 

above. On the third pitch I had a bad 

time, as the wind seemed determined to 

blow me off the cliff, and I climbed by 

the piton which Jack had placed in the 

roof of the overhang without seeing it. I 

remember being very angry at being in 

such a predicament. Once in the wind, I 

felt myself moving very much more slow-

ly and I completely lost track of time. 

The fourth and fifth pitches were also 

difficult and exposed to the wind, but 

beyond that I cannot remember much 

about them. The sixth pitch, a steeply 

sloping, bushy terrace, seemed more 

sheltered, and here we caught up with 

Bob Collin. jack was above, and shout- 

was spent. I felt certain that, once on 

the same ledge with the boys, I would 

be a definite handicap to their rescue. I 

knew I couldn't lower them and then get 

myself and my party off the cliff. 

Fortunately, the second rope, consist-

ing of Dave Sanderson and Spence 

Wright, arrived and took over our posi-

tion. 

ed to us to come up. We worked up 

another hundred feet and I had my worst 

moment of the day when Jack pointed 

out the two boys. They were much closer 

than I had expected, scarcely fifty feet 

away, but they seemed to take no notice 

of us. Behind the veil of mist they were 

gray silhouettes, almost at home among 

the gray rocks. Their heads bobbed up 

and down, but I heard no voices. Jack 

explained how he had climbed above and 

traversed over to within 25 feet of them, 

but could do no more. Jack said he and 

Lyle were going down while they could 

still climb, so as not to require rescue 

themselves. Jack thought I could get 

over to the boys, and I believed that I 

could; indeed, I felt compelled to try, al-

though I was chilled by the fear that I 

should not be able to help them once I 

got there. 

Jack and Lyle started down, and 

Spence found a spot where he could be-

lay me and give tension when necessary. 

I climbed straight up twenty feet to the 

old piton Jack had used, where he had 

left two carabiners; clipped into them 

and climbed down to the right, with 

tension, into and across a gully to the 

outside corner below Jack's last piton. 

The corner presented good hand- and 

footholds. I climbed up by the boys' 

DAVID SANDE RSON 

pack, hanging a few feet to my right, 

and was soon at Jack's piton. It was a 

vertical piton driven into a horizontal 

crack which ran across a large flake. It 

was wobbly and only split the flake 

when driven in farther. However, I 

clipped into the carabiner Jack had left 

there and then worked to the right a few 

feet on a small horizontal crack to 

where I could place a piton at the same 

level as Jack's, but in a better crack. 

Here I put in a short ring piton. I decid-

ed I needed a sling in it to get my rope 

around the next corner. While I was try-

ing to thread my sling through the piton 

(and thus save using an extra carabiner), 

my feet slipped without warning and I 

found myself dangling from Jack's piton, 

which held after all. Spence caught me 

without a jar, which may explain why 

the piton did not pull out. On the next 

try, I got my sling arranged and snapped 

into it. I then climbed back down the 

outside corner about six feet and started 

to traverse to the right, below the level 

of the ledge I was trying to reach. Here 

I ran completely out of holds of any sort 

on a sixty degree slab. Spence gave me 

tension again and I pendulumed across 

a few feet to a small buttress. Climbing 

the buttress about six feet brought me 

up to the ledge with the boys. 

Report by David Sanderson 
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Austin Macaulay 

Cannon Cliff from the air showing position of stranded climbers and route of rescue party. 

During the last pitch I had been com-

pletely oblivous of the boys in my con-

centration on climbing. Now I looked at 

them again and they seemed to have 

weakened considerably. One was moving 

a little, the other hardly at all. I could 

not tell for sure whether they knew I 

was there. I shouted encouragement to 

them, shook them, and tried to rouse 

them and get them to move, without any 

success. 

The boys were lying back against the 

cliff, side by side, with their feet rest-

ing on a ledge about fifteen inches wide 

and three feet long. There were two old 

pitons at shoulder height above the 

ledge. The boys had about forty feet of 

7/8-inch manila rope, with which they 

had tied themselves together; then they 

had threaded the rope through both  

pitons, laced it around themselves sev-

eral times and tied the ends together. 

Thus they were almost immobilized in 

the position they had taken. With them 

on the ledge were forty feet of 3/8-inch 

nylon rope, a canteen, a carpenter's 

hammer and three 6-inch lengths of iron 

rod, evidently cut from concrete-

reinforcing rod with its criss-cross pat-

tern. The rods were standing upright in 

various cracks above the ledge. Appar-

ently the boys had tried to pound them 

in for use as pitons; however, the ones 

I tested were quite loose. 

I placed a wafer piton in a horizontal 

crack at the north end of the ledge and 

tied myself in. Then I tied the boys to 

it with their nylon rope, in case their 

tie-in should not be secure. Next I took 

off my pack and did the same with it. By  

now I had decided that no treatment I 

could give the boys while on the ledge 

would in any way restore them, and I 

determined to concentrate on prepara-

tions to get them off the ledge. At about 

this point one of the boys gasped a few 

times and died. 

I wanted a good piton above the ledge 

for lowering the boys, but could find no 

crack that would take one.I also wanted 

to delay for a few minutes to give time 

for any third rope which might be on the 

way to catch up and help me. I therefore 

got out my expansion bolts and began to 

drill a hole three feet above the ledge, 

using the boys' hammer as it was hand-

ier than my own. All went well for the 

first half of the hole, then the holder, 

which is screwed into the bit for drill-

ing, broke. This was probably because 
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- both boys die as rescuer 

I had turned it the wrong way while 

drilling and unscrewed it somewhat. (I 

was using a 3/8 x 11/2-inch self-drilling 

shield-type of bolt.) I drove a bolt in the 

hole as far as it went and, testing it, I 

thought it would hold. I shouted to 

someone below, either Lyle or Bob, to 

ask if anyone was coming up, and he 

told me no. At this point I decided to 

let the boys slide down over the 60-

degree slab and hope for the best, rather 

than wait for a litter. I threaded the 

extra climbing rope through a carabiner 

in the expansion bolt and tied it onto 

the boy who had last shown signs of 

life (but who now seemed inert), untied 

and untangled his manila rope and the 

nylon tie-in, and eased him off the ledge 

as best I could, letting the rope run out 

through the carabiner with one hand. (I 

wore leather-palmed gloves throughout 

the day.) I had some trouble letting him 

down past the edge of the overhang just 

under the ledge, and after that he was 

out of sight. He slid for the better part 

of a rope's length before coming to rest. 

Spence shouted to me that the boy was 

in a secure place and Bob Collin came 

back up and untied the rope, which I 

hauled up.3  Now that I had things set 

up I figured I could lower the othe,,r boy 

3 
Bob Collin amplifies this as follows: 

"We had left sweaters, poncho, food, 
coffee and a headlamp on the ledge 
directly under the boys. I was planning 
to follow Lyle down the rappel when I 
saw that Dave had reached the boys and 
soon after Spence shouted to me that 
Dave had lowered one of them. I climbed 
back to the ledge with the food, etc. 
where Whipple had landed. He was still 
alive but only groaning feebly with eyes 
staring and unseeing. I am sure he was 
completely delirious. He was perfectly 
still and not shivering. I wrapped the 
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in short order, and I let him down the 

same way in about ten minutes. When he 

came to rest I dropped the rope after 

him. 

I had been on the ledge about 45 min-

utes. It seemed late in the afternoon and 

I estimated it would take four hours to 

climb down. I therefore got off the ledge 

as quickly as possible, not even bother-

ing to pick up my now useless expans-

ion bolts and leaving all the boys' gear 

there. I retraced my route via the pendu-

lum, but from there I went down in the 

gully with tension, instead of climbing 

back up to Jack's and my pitons. We 

climbed down the sixth pitch, moving 

quite slowly as the belay stances were 

not good. The boys were in the middle 

of this pitch, one about fifty and the 

other about 75 feet below the ledge. I 

believe that if either had been alive it 

would have been an all-night proposition 

to get him down from there. Certainly I 

could not have let him down another 400 

feet, scraping against the cliff, with any 

hope of success, and to let him down 

properly would have required a minimum 

of six climbers, rested and in good con-

dition. We were, however, spared this 

dilemma, as both boys were evidently 

lifeless. One of them was not in a 

sweaters around him and covered him 
with the poncho. I then untied the rope 
and Dave pulled it up. I shouted up to 
Dave to ask about the other boy and he 
shook his head back and forth. I assumed 
this meant he was dead and I returned to 
Whipple and tried to move him to a more 
comfortable position. I couldn't budge 
him. There was nothing I could do for 
him. His groaning had stopped and he 
was perfectly still. I climbed back to 
the rappel point and as I did so I noticed 
Dave trying to lower Crouch."  

secure position, so Spence tied him in 

to a bush. 4  

We knew the first rope had rappelled 

from some point on the sixth pitch and 

we were hoping to find a rappel sling 

already in place. We were elated to find 

both a sling and a 120-foot rappel rope 

already set up. As I started down the 

rappel I suddenly felt so tired that it 

was a great effort to keep my grip on the 

rope. Fortunately, another 120-foot rap-

pel was set up at the bottom of the first 

one. John Perry and Ike Meredith were 

at the top of the last, long rappel, and 

it was they who had set up the lower 

4  (Note by Spencer Wright.) None of the 
questions asked of the rescue party 
were as penetrating as our own soul-
searching, I am sure. Could anything 
more have been done? As an active 
First-Aider and First-Aid Instructor I 
should perhaps add some observations. 

My most vivid recollection is one of 
sitting at a point opposite the boys after 
leading the sixth pitch, and watching in 
complete frustration as they made oc-
casional feeble movements, not more 
than 75 feet out of reach. More than once 
they looked directly at me, without see-
ing. As Dave came up, I said, "There's 
nothing we can do, but we have to try." 
I was glad it was Dave's turn to lead. I 
saw, too, that the boys could not help 
us with their own evacuation. They were 
"insensible," and their condition—
equivalent to deep shock—was caused 
by serious lowering of body temperature, 
and certainly aggravated by fatigue, 
hunger and terror. They could not sur-
vive where they were, yet they surely 
would have succumbed under the added 
strain of evacuation by whatever awk-
ward means we might devise. 

I could detect no pulse or respiration 
in the Crouch boy before I tied him in to 
a bush. Nor was there evidence of life 
in Whipple as we prepared to leave. 
There is no procedure left to the First-
Aider, under these circumstances, ex-
cept to summon a physician. 



How's your By John Woodworth, NI D 

first aid I.Q? 
Ordinary first-aid differs from mountaineering first-aid (a) not at all (b) be-

cause in the former, one can usually secure help easily (c) because basic principles 
are different. 

When a mountaineering accident happens, the first consideration is (a) getting 
the victim to a safe stance (b) going for help (c) preventing shock. 

Surgical (traumatic) shock, caused by pain, tissue injury and/or hemorrhage, 
can best be prevented or treated by (a) giving the victim plenty of air or oxygen (b) 
plenty of warm covering and protection from exposure (c) withholding drugs (d) dis-
regard of bleeding for the time being. 

Injuries commonly thought minor under ordinary circumstances (a) can (b) can-
not — cause shock under certain mountaineering conditions. 

Alcohol is (a) a stimulant (b) a depressant and (c) is (d) is not — a valuable 
item in a climber's pack. 

The best thing to put on a fresh laceration is (a) an antiseptic ointment (b) an 
antibotic (c) soap and water (d) an antiseptic liquid. 

If a person is able to walk following an injury, it (a) proves (b) does not prove 
— that he does not have a fracture of (c) the ankle (d) the foot (e) the leg (f) the 
thigh bone (g) the pelvis (h) the spine (i) the skull. 

Severe sprains of the ankle or knee (a) are never (b) may be (c) are always — 
more seriously disabling than fractures of the foot, ankle or knee. 

If a person acts very sleepy and wants to sleep all the time after having had a 
head injury, you should (a) keep him awake at all costs (b) promote restful, protect-
ed sleep pending evacuation (c) give morphine. 

Most back injuries (a) do (b) do not — cause paralysis. 

In case of neck injury, transport with the patient (a) face up (b) face down; 
and in the case of injury to the chest or lumbar vertebrae, carry (c) face up (d) face 
down (e) either, depeRding on type of litter. 

Fractures of the ribs (a) are minor and heal without treatment (b) must be 
treated with respect in mountaineering. 

In transporting victims with fractured extremities from the mountains, one 
should always use (a) traction splints (b) fixation splints. 

Before extended trips to big mountains (a) only the leader (b) each member of 
the team — needs a complete medical history and physical examination and certain 
labothtory examinations. 

Frostbite should be treated (a) by rapid thawing in warm water (b) by slow 
thawing (c) in emergency by sharing body warmth. 

Three of the greatest dangers to the sick or injured person awaiting evacua-
tion from a mountain are (a) delirium (b) pain (c) loss of body heat and body water 
(d) malnutrition (e) hemorrhage (f) infection. Rate 1, 2, 3 in order of importance. 

It is (a) desirable (b) dangerous — to keep an injured or sick person warm in 
a closed tent or igloo by using your Primus stove. 

The most effective method of reviving apparently drowned or suffocated vic-
tims is by the (a) back-pressure — arm lift method (b) chest pressure — arm lift 
method (c) Schaeffer prone-pressure method (d) mouth to mouth breathing method. 

If you were a doctor, you (a) could (b) could not — always easily diagnose 
(c) appendicitis (d) heart attack (e) dislocation from fracture. 

Most individuals will not notice symptoms of altitude intolerance until they 
climb above (a) one mile (b) 8000 feet (c) 10,000 feet (d) 15,000 feet. 

Answers on page 22 
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reaches them 

two rappels, making it possible for us to 
get off the cliff before dark. Here I un-
roped, and found I couldn't muster the 
interest to untangle my rope from a bush, 
so I left it there. I slid and flopped 
slowly down the last 200-foot rope and 
finally came to rest on the talus. After 
pausing to rest, Nye climbed down to the 
road and started home, glad to be out of 
it alive and uninjured. 5  

On the following day, another group of 
rock climbers recovered the bodies. 
Members of this team were William Put-
nam, Roger Damon, Leslie Hurley, Don-
ald Jennings, David Belanger and Carl 
Vermilyea. 

The temperature during Sunday night 
dropped to forty degrees and remained 
there throughout Monday, August 24. 
From dawn until 2 p.m. Monday, 1.11 
inches of rain was recorded by the 
weather station on the summit of Cannon 
Mountain. It is estimated that this was 
the only day during the summer months 
when a situation such as these two 
youths got into would have been likely 
to result in disaster. 

5
(Note by Spencer Wright) Study of the 

performance and reactions of climbers 
under the prevailing conditions would be 
interesting. One danger lay in the relax-
ing of critical judgment, which tended to 
follow extreme discomfort. I recall lead-
ing one slippery pitch, of a full rope-
length, without protection other than 
Dave's belaying hand on the rope. This 
was foolhardy and endangered us both. 
But uncontrollable shivering proved 
stronger than commonsense, and I could 
not face long moments of inactivity 
while searching for a belay point. Later, 
coming down, it was a struggle to think 
before each step, and this magnified the 
dangers. 



canoe exploring on yellowstone 

By John de,la Montagne 

This past August we spent nine days 

in the southern bays of Yellowstone 

Lake to determine by first hand experi-

ence whether the average individual 

could safely and easily travel in this 

area by hand-propelled boat. The group 

included Dr. O.J. Murie and son, Martin, 

naturalists from Moose, Wyoming, Chief 

Ranger Otto M. Brown of Yellowstone, 

and for phases of the trip, Dean Charles 

Bradley of Montana State College, Con-

gressional Assistant Britt Englund of 

Helena, Hugh Galusha and son from 

Helena, and wilderness enthusiasts 

Walter Berlet and Howard Brady, both of 

Casper, Wyoming. 

The three south arms of Yellowstone 

Lake comprise twenty per cent of its 

total area of 130 square miles and 

stretch into the remote Mt. Sheridan-

Thoroughfare wilderness. These arms 

include some of the most popular waters 
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on the lake, not only because they pro-

vide superb fishing possibilities in 

relatively sheltered bays, but also be-

cause this is one area where people can 

leave the crowds behind without expend-

ing very much effort. In order to reach 

the south arms by canoe or rowboat, you 

can follow the shoreline from the settle-

ment of West Thumb thirteen miles into 

Flat Mountain Arm, or do as we did, and 

tow your boat by means of motor launch 

from Lake dock. We chose the latter 

method in order to save time. 

In Flat Mountain Arm we made frequent 

stops to explore the shoreline and con-

tiguous areas by foot, and to fish. Dr. 

Murie led frequent forays along the 

shores to discover the activities of the 

little animals, or to observe the habitat 

of elk, moose or buffalo, while the 

geologists looked over rocks and shore-

line features in an attempt to understand  

the geological history of this great lake. 

We found twilight a thrilling time to 

sneak along the shores by canoe for not 

only is the smoothness of the water a 

welcome sensation, but also the animals 

can readily be seen as they come to the 

lake for water and food. 

Our second day in Flat Mountain Arm 

was spent cruising its south shore 

where we found unusual numbers of 

aquatic birds, most with young too 

immature to fly. Five playful loons put 

on a diving show, calling in their weird 

way, and finally flew off down the 

shoreline. By ten o'clock we had all the 

fish we could handle for supper, and a 

freshening breeze drove the boats with 

ease northeastward toward the mouth of 

the arm and the next adventure. 

Numerous bars along the shorelines of 

this lake serve to block off areas origi-

nally part of the main body of water, and 



 

 

lake 

Photo by Walter Berlet 

e'No experience can quite equal the tranquility of gliding in a canoe over still water at twilight. 

these areas in many instances have now 

been converted to swampy and even dry 

land. Lands behind the bars are favor-

ites for grazing wildlife. Gulls and 

numerous other birds flocked about our 

camp the second night to collect fish 

cleanings. By stowing food in an 

anchored boat, bothersome bears, where 

we did encounter them, remained com-

fortably in the background. 

Fortunately, we were permitted to 

select camps at random, and this seems 

like a necessary prerequisite to a suc-

cessful canoe trip on the lake because 

it is not always possible or desirable to 

reach one of the present sanctioned 

motorboat camping spots. 

On the morning of the third day the 

party labored against a steady breeze 

along the west shore of the South Arm, 

and although some of the waters were 

relatively rough, the boats floated the  

higher waves like corks, and never did 

we come near disaster. We marveled at 

the extensive piles of rock arranged in 

curved patterns short distances offshore 

and probably pushed up from the lake 

bottom by unusual conditions of freezing 

ice. Certainly these rocks were too 

large to have been emplaced by Indians 

as fish traps. 

Our camp site in the South Arm offered 

ample opportunity to explore the wide 

glacially-formed channel now occupied 

by Grouse Creek, and from here it was 

not difficult to visualize great tongues 

of ice that once flowed south through 

Yellowstone Lake basin and continued 

through the arms toward the Jackson 

Hole country thousands of years ago. 

Peale Island, the fingered bays along 

the end of South Arm, and the entire 

Chipmunk Creek area were easily ex-

plored that morning in our shallow  

drafted boats. We blended with the 

wilderness as moose, trumpeter swans, 

a bald eagle, thousands of ducks and 

geese and the ever-present seagulls and 

pelicans went about their daily tasks. A 

truly valuable refuge for all kinds of 

wildlife, and a key spot for fish propa-

gation such as this is a privilege to 

observe, and yet, even in the quiet 

canoe, we felt it best not to press our 

advantage too far, as serenity is not 

inviolable where man in any of his de-

vises is involved. 

One of our camps in Southeast Arm 

was located on a sand spit at the mouth 

of the Yellowstone River. Here the 

whole wildlife performance so dramati-

cally displayed in the South Arm was 

repeated, but in a more spectacular way, 

for the backdrop of the Southeast Arm is 

the wide mountain-flanked glacial valley 

of the river reaching back undisturbed 
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to the Thoroughfare country. Even 

though this camp was amidst rushes on 

shoreline lowlands, not a single mos-

quito was seen. 

At our camp at the mouth of Beaverdam 

Creek at the east end of the Southeast 

Arm we saw Osprey diving for fish in 

the shallow waters of the Yellowstone 

delta, and groups of trophy-antlered 

moose feeding in the marshes. Nearby 

Molly Islands is the principal breeding 

grounds in the Rocky Mountain Region 

for thousands of White Pelicans, Sea-

gulls, comorants and Terns. Motor boats 

are prohibited within 200 yards of these 

islands, and ecologists who have con-

ducted studies here, suggest an even 

wider protective zone. 

Amidst such grandeur still relatively 

untrammeled by the works of man, we 

were satisfied that the physical work 

involved in gaining this particular spot 

was well worth the effort, and that the 

effort contributed to that indescribable 

feeling of being a part of the wilderness. 
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Equipment for a trip such as this is no 

particular problem. A sleeping bag 

(Gerry variety excellent), ground cloth, 

cooking gear, and suitable but simple 

outdoor clothing will take care of the 

essentials. Although I used my Holubar 

mountain tent, a canoe turned upside 

down on the shore serves well for mini-

mal rain shelter, particularly when used 

with a draped ground cloth to prevent 

wetting caused by wind-driven rain. 

Further, a boat has much greater carry-

ing capacity than one's back, and if you 

really want to be fancy about it you can 

live like a king for two weeks and still 

not overload the canoe with supplies. 

Three hundred pounds of equipment and 

supplies is possible in a 17-foot canoe. 

I might as well jump on the Kelty band-

wagon and say that here, too, that fine 

pack is unexcelled, for not only is it 

excellent for portaging, but also the up-

ward curve of the frame keeps supplies 

out of the wet when it is stored on the 

bottom of the canoe. 

As to canoes, a well built one is not 

as serious a hazard as most people 

think. This craft is infinitely superior 

to a rowboat for wilderness travel of the 

shoreline variety. A 17-footer is recom-

mended, and of the many choices of 

materials from which canoes are made, 

perhaps the most practical, although 

noisiest, is aluminum. There is a run-

ning argument between the canvas 

people and the aluminum people as to 

which makes the best craft, and there 

are certainly points for both sides. At 

present, no rental canoes are available 

in the Park, but chances are canoes 

will be available for rent in the near 

future. 

The canoe should take its place along 

with the back-pack as a popular and 

feasible means of transportation for the 

average person. The true value of 

Yellowstone off the highway is known 

to only a few, and can be appreciated 

most deeply through the experience of 

human effort. 



The author with a sizeable catch of fish. 

He used his Kelty pack for exploring on 
side trips. Photo by Walter Berlet 

Dr. Murie sketches a small duckling. There was plenty of time for 

exploring and leisure activities on our canoe trip. 

Photo by Walter Berlet 
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The Ago:tiles of 

This business of downhill skiing, my friend 
Is a bit more involved than it looks — 

You need buckles and long-thongs and cables 
And gadgets and gizmos and hooks. 

Yes, and pneumatic ankle supporters 
Are available in the better ski shops, 

As well as torsional tension click bindings 
For unexpected embarrassing flops. 

And only a yokel would venture 
On the slopes in a pair of blue jeans — 

Boogner elastic ski trousers 
Are your end, and your way, and your means! 

And the latest designs in boot making 
Give the fashionable skier great news! 

Two boots (one inside the other) 
Make them as heavy as a diver's lead shoes. 

Now I won't bore you with all of the details 
Of what you need to look fast standing still, 

So get on with my hideous story 
Of the agonies of Angus McDill. 

Young Angus had gone to a ski shop 
And purchased an outfit extensive — 

Now he felt he was ready for skiing the slopes: 
After all, was his stuff not expensive? 

Now Bloopermann's Ravine is a horror 
A vertical sheet of glare ice, 

Where the noble and brave and thick-headed 
Find a fanatical skier's paradise. 

Now personally, I'd be a bit cautious 
There in summer with crampons and rope — 

And the best of fanatical skiers, they say 
Ski this slope with a thin prayerful hope. 

But the other side is far better 
A much gentler slope, praise the day! 

With a chairlift (why walk?) and waltz music 
And a five percent gradient all the way. 
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But alas! Poor Angus McDill, boys 
On the first day he rode to the top, 

Got his directions confused on the summit 
And was committed before he could stop. 

Now Angus saw all of the others 
Do a leap to begin their steep plunge, 

So he started his trip to disaster 
With a willing, but badly done lunge. 

So Angus's weight was well forward 
As a result of his indiscreet leap 

Which unfortunately hastened him downward: 
Down this gulley so horribly steep. 

Arigus Mcnill 

By Michael W. Borghoff 

But, poor Angus stiffened and windmilled 
(As I write this I wipe off a tear) 

And although his ski-tips were roaring down-valley 
His weight swayed right back on his rear. 

Well, the best way to describe this disaster 
Of Angus's position prone 

Would be as a tangle of skis, ice and Angus 
And an occasional pitiful moan. 

Poor Angus would've probably made it 
But his, long-thongs (ski nailed to his boot) 

Wrapped both skis about twice 'round his torso 
And he continued along on his snoot. 

He ricocheted twelve times, they tell me 
Off boulders in this fearsome ravine — 

And that blurr that zipped past the highway 
Was poor Angus under a full head of steam. 

So he disappeared in a woodland 
Buried somewhere in the ground — 

There were fragments of elastic ski-pant 
But poor Angus was just not around. 

Well, I won't try to moralize, skier 
But you know as the old saying goes: 

Discretion is the better part of valor — 
So end my sad tale of his woes. 
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backpack tips 

It is easy to make your own pudding 

mixes for backpacking trips. You will 

have to heat the pudding mix to the boil-

ing point, but you'll find that it tastes 

better than the grocery store variety that 

you don't have to cook. 

The quantities of ingredients given 

will make enough for 24 servings of pud-

dings. 

CHOCOLATE PUDDING MIX 

11/2  cups sugar 

21/2  cups nonfat dry milk 

1 1/4  cups flour 

1 teaspoon salt 
3/4  cup cocoa 

For a Satisfying Lunch 

Do you long for something substantial 

and satisfying for your trail lunch? Are 

you tired of a diet of dried fruit and 

nuts? Then try cooking up a raisin pan-

bread cake beforehand and saving it for 

lunch. 

Dried fruit, nuts, cheese, chipped 

beef or jerkey, and powdered milk or 

fruit juice are easy to carry. But a 

starchy food is needed to balance and 

add substance to this lunch menu. 

This year I cooked up pan-bread cakes 

at the evening or morning meal to be 

used for the next lunch. The dry ingredi-

ents can be mixed at home and carried 

easily in the pack. Here is the formula: 

2 cups Whole wheat pastry flour (El 

Molino Mills) 

1 cup Powdered skim milk 

11/2  tsp. baking powder 

1/2  tsp. salt 

This makes 2-2/3 cups of mix with a 

weight of approximately 11.2 ounces. 

Use three tablespoons of dry mix (0.78 

ounces) for each bread cake. 
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CARAMEL PUDDING MIX 

11/2  cups brown sugar, packed 

21/2  cups nonfat dry milk 

I teaspoon salt 

11/4  cups flour 

Sift the ingredients together and store 

in tightly covered containers. When 

ready to prepare, use one cup of mix and 

two cups of water. Heat until it thickens, 

stirring constantly to keep from stick-

ing. Cool. For variety, add nuts, raisens 

or coconut before cooling. Or stir in 

some marshmallows cut in small pieces. 

Mix with water to form a rather stiff 

dough. Spoon the dough into a hot, well-

greased pan and spread it out to form a 

thick round cake. When the bottom is a 

golden brown, turn it over and cook on 

the other side. Cakes made from this 

thick batter will not run in the frying 

pan and are strong enough to be turned 

with a spoon. 

The addition of raisins or other 

chopped fruit will make the resultant 

cakes moist and flavorful, especially 

desirable for lunch. 

Of course, the same mix can be used 

for breakfast, where powdered egg can 

be added to fortify the cakes. And for 

dinner the cakes can be topped with 

creamed chipped beef —the cream sauce 

being made from the same mix with addi-

tional powdered milk. 

I found the pan-bread cakes to be ap-

petizing and easy to prepare. And they 

fill out the menu to make a satisfying 

lunch. 

Walter B. Powell  

from page 15 

(b) Because in the former, one can 

usually secure help easily. 

(a) Getting the victim to a safe 

stance. 

(b) Plenty of warm covering and 

protection from exposure. 

(a) Can cause shock. 

(b) A depressant and (d) is not a 

valuable item in a climber's pack. (It is 

surprising how many people still think 

of alcohol as a stimulant, and include a 

little in their packs!) 

(c) Good immediate cleansing with 

lots of soap and water, and covering 

with a dry sterile dressing constitutes 

the best first aid for most injuries, re-

gardless of severity, under primitive 

conditions. 

(b,c,d,e,f,g,h,i) Persons with frac-

tures of every one of those parts listed 

have at one time or other walked follow-

ing the accident. 

(b) May be. 

(b) Promote restful, protected 

sleep pending evacuation. It is a com-

mon belief that a person who has suf-

fered a head injury must not be allowed 

to go to sleep. The only exception to 

the answer I have indicated would be in 

a situation like Shackleton's on the 

peaks of South Georgia Island when he 

and Worseley and MacNeish neared their 

journey's end and had to remove them-

selves from a fatal environment at all 

costs. 

(b) Do cause paralysis. 

(a) Face up. (e) Either. 



answers 

• • mountain tragedies 

(b) Must be treated with respect 

in mountaineering. 

(a) Traction splints. 

(b) Each member of the team. 

(b) By slow thawing. (c) In emer-

gency by sharing body warmth. 

(c) (e) and (a) in that order. Loss 

of body heat and water in an exposed 

place carries most danger along with 

hemorrhage. Delirium has repeatedly 

been shown to be the cause of further in-

jury due to self-removal from a safe 

stance. 

(b) Dangerous to keep an injured 

or sick person warm in a closed tent or 

igloo by using your Primus stove. Car-

bon monoxide and carbon dioxide may 

cause fatalities in a deceptively safe-

appearing situation. Ste fanson's narrow-

est escape with death, by his own esti-

mate was in an igloo with a Primus. 

(d) Mouth to mouth breathing. 

(b,c,d,e) While these conditions 

have classically easy diagnostic fea-

tures, there are a great many cases 

which are typical and tax the most 

varied of modern diagnostic techniques. 

(c) 10,000 feet. 

KNOW YOUR MOUNTAINS — Answer 

Mt. Baker, 10,778 feet, in Washington. 

Climbers are John Robinson, left, and 

Dr. Andy Smatko. "Third Man on the 

Mountain" was the photographer, Tom 

Ross. 

The Himalaya has not been so kind to 

climbers during 1959 as it has been in 

the past ten to fifteen years. Only one 

expedition succeeded in reaching its 

objective; all others either turned back 

or met with disaster. 

The only important success was the 

first ascent of Kanjut Sar (25,460 feet) 

in the Karakoram by an Italian expedi-

tion. A fantastic six hundred porters 

were employed to aid the twelve-man 

expedition which included eight Alpine 

guides. 

Five men (including one "Summit" 

lifetime subscriber, Dr. Martin Guennel 

of Germany) were swept to their death 

by an avalanche in the Batura Murtagh 

Range of the Karakoram. They were 

members of a British-German expedition. 

There were only two survivors, a British 

glaciologist and a Pakistani, who had 

remained at the base camp. 

A Women's International Expedition to 

Cho Oyu (26,750 feet) met with disaster 

when Leader Mme. Claude Kogan, with 

a Belgian companion and two Sherpas 

perished in a blizzard at 23,000 feet. 

From J.H. Emlyn Jones, leader of a 

British expedition, comes this report: 

"Our attempt to climb Ama Dablam 

(22,494 feet) has ended in tragedy. At 

8:30 a.m. on May 21 Mike Harris and 

George Fraser were seen making their 

assault on the summit, having left their 

top camp at about 21,000 feet. They 

successfully climbed a tall ice-tower, on 

which they had prepared a route by step-

cutting on the previous day, and disap-

peared from view. This was the last that 

was seen of them and they have not re-

turned. Our grief is heightened by the 

fact that the accident occurred at a point  

when apparently the major difficulties 

were behind them, when they had practi-

cally attained the easier summit slopes 

and had less than a thousand feet to go. 

Indeed, it is possible that they did, in 

fact, find a way through to the summit 

and that they were lost on the descent." 

One member of the Austrian expedition 

to Dhaulagiri (26,795 feet) died from a 

fall into a crevasse. Dhaulagiri is al-

most the last unconquered 8000-meter 

peak and has already repelled attacks 

by the Swiss, Italian and Argentine 

parties. The Swiss have received per-

mission to try again in 1960. 

Other Himalayan expeditions turned 

back because of weather or other obsta-

cles were the French on Jannu (24,295 

feet); Swiss, Disteghil Sar (25,868 feet); 

German, Minapin (23,600 feet); Japanese; 

Himal Chuli (25,801 feet). 

It is worthwhile to note that the people 

in India are beginning to take an interest 

in mountaineering in their own "back-

yard." Indian mountaineers made their 

first successful attempt on a major 

Himalayan peak last year when they 

climbed Cho Oyu; another Indian expedi-

tion is to go to Pumori, a mountain near 

Everest in 1961; and Nepal has auth-

orized an Indian expedition to Everest 

itself in 1962. 

Whether it is because more people ski 

and climb in Switzerland than in the 

United States is not known, but an 

astonishing 83 climbers or skiers met 

their death in the Swiss Alps between 

May 1, 1958 and April 30, 1959. Sixty-

eight were killed in summer and fifteen 

in winter. Of the total, 25 were killed by 

falls on rock, 25 by falls on snow or 

ice (with or without skis), and seven by 

windslab avalanches. 
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Dear Editor: 

Your article in the November issue on 

"The Wilderness Alps of Washington" 

was a masterful job—and climbers 

should take heed of this superb moun-

taineering paradise. 

I would also like to give the area a 

boost for family camping vacations. My 

husband and I, with two boys, eight and 

ten, made a three-day circuit trip two 

summers ago, knapsacking, and again 

this summer with the boys two years 

older. As a perusal of the very excellent 

and accurate map published will show, 

there are many trails that run up creeks 

and dead end. These trips of ours both 

started up Company Creek trail, a tribu-

tary to the Stehekin River. When the 

trail ended we were able to make our 

way over ridges and passes to the 

trail's end in two other valleys which 

were followed out to civilization again. 

The challenge of following an often ob-

scure trail, planning camping places 

near water, creeping softly up to a pass 

on the chance of surprising mountain  

goats on the other side, using compass 

and map as essentials, not only Boy 

Scout badge skills, has an appeal to 

young people that is hard to beat. 

Another possibility which we have 

used with two younger children is to 

have the packer take everyone's gear in 

to a campsite, with the youngest riding. 

Here a camp is set up and day trips 

taken. Later the packer comes back to 

pack the gear out. Good . campsites are 

Park Creek Meadows, end of Swamp 

Creek Trail (right under Bonanza Peak), 

Rainbow Lakes and along Hildgard 

Creek. These are all accessible from 

Stehekin. Camping at Cascade Pass it-

self is not very satisfactory —too little 

fuel and shelter for a group —but a mile 

south of the pass is an ideal spot, in 

woodland. 

As to the drawbacks Mr. Heald men-

tions, I am inclined to say "Phooee!" In 

comparison to New England mountains 

the Cascade weather is ideal, and al-

though we always carry rain gear and 

tents we usually don't use them for more 

A cooperative specializing 
for 20 years in mountaineering 
and skiing equipment. Run by 
those who use the equipment 

themselves. Mail orders 
filled promptly. 

523 OIKE ST. • SEATTLE, WASH. 

than a day at a time. This past summer 

we spent two months in and around the 

Stehekin valley and only used half of a 

bottle of 6-12 for a family of six. 

Abigail Avery 

Lincoln, Mass. 

Dear Editor: 

. . . .I did not receive my November 

issue of Summit until November 27. I 

would appreciate it if you would be 

more prompt. 

Stephen Brand 

Altadena, California 

(Editor's Note: "Well, 'er ah mmm 

... you see it's this way .....") 

remember 
makes the finest climb-
ing and hiking equip-
ment available today. 
Complete line of high 
altitude gear. 

Catalog on request 
GERRY, Word, Colo. 

KIDDIE CARRIER 

sturdy blue canvas. 
4 mos. to 2 yrs. $3.75 ppd .  

A new line of children's 
camping equipment. 
Brochure on request. 

GERRY DESIGNS, Ward, Colo. 

MARE YOUR OWN CAMPING GEAR 

Our new book, Lightweight Camping Equip-
ment and How to Make It, jampacked with 
information on equipment even, if you 
never make any. 130 pgs. clothbound, by 
Gerry Cunningham. $3.25 ppd. 

HIGHLANDER PUBLISHING CO. Ward, Colo. 
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The Day Pack — 

one of the many features of the 

Davis Deluxe Guide Pack. 

Easily removed they zip together and you 

have a complete summit pack as shown. 

For further information write: 

Budd Davis 

1150 North 205th Street, Seattle 33, Washington 

PACK 
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"EVERYTHING FOR 

THE SKIER" 

A/11T )1# 
717 WEST 7th STREET 

LOS ANGELES 17, CALIFORNIA 

Crystal River Guide Service 
Aspen, Colorado 

"Hike the High Country" in the Snowmass Wilderness area. 

Licensed Guide Service • Write for Brochure 

New Limmer Custom made climbing boot 

One seam construction on upper makes 

for strength, comfort and water proof ness 

Leather lined throughout 

Foam padding on top of upper 

Double stitched, and soles are cemented 

and screwed on 

Our boots have served well in all parts 

of the world, and were chosen to be 

exhibited in Moscow 

Write for measuring directions 

Guaranteed satisfactory fit 

Price $32.50 plus postage 

PETER LIMMER AND SONS 
Intervale, New Hampshire 

Dear Editor: 

Recently I saw Disney's TV show of 

filming "Third Man on the Mountain" 

and in ascertaining what I suspected, 

that most of the mountaineering footage 

was shot on the Rifflehorn and not the 

Matterhorn, I used two of your back 

issues, the August 1957 and April 1958 

numbers. Amusingly enough, I discov-

ered a bit of photographic trickery 

played on you by the renowned woman 

climber Georgia Engelhard Cromwell, 

who contributed articles to both issues. 

The Riffelhorn is a small peak a few 

minutes' walk from a station on the 

Gornergrat railway line. It is much more 

convenient than the Matterhorn for prac-

tice rock climbing as well as for taking 

photographs or movies of spectacular 

pitches. The view from the Riffelhorn 

is not at all the same as that from the  

Hornli ridge of the Matterhorn, which 

Mrs. Cromwell says in the April 1958 

issue that she climbed. 

Now, if you will examine the lower 

picture on page four of the April 1958 

issue, allegedly taken on the Matterhorn, 

you will see that it was taken from al-

most the identical spot as the upper 

photo on page five of the August 1957 

magazine, captioned "the Red Slabs of 

Riffelhorn." The only change is that 

the negative was turned over. In one 

picture they are the Mosely Slabs on the 

Matterhorn, in the other the Red Slabs 

on the Riffelhorn. The latter caption is 

the correct one, since the view is across 

the Gorner glacier towards the Klein 

"Little" Matterhorn, a peak immediately 

southeast of the Matterhorn. 

Clarke S. Smith, Jr. 

Dear Editor: 

I would like to add two peaks to your 

list of North American peaks over 

14,000 feet that appeared in the Novem-

ber issue. They are Mounts Slaggard and 

McCauley whose altitudes are 15,575 

and 15,475 feet, respectively. They are 

located southwest of Mount Wood, Yukon 

Territory. An expedition of eight per-

sons made the first ascent of these 

peaks in August, 1959. We carried a 

Wild T-12 theodolite to the summit of 

Mount Slaggard to determine the alti-

tudes. 

This makes the total number of peaks 

above 14,000 feet and even one hundred. 

Does this complete the list? I doubt it. 

I am willing to bet that several peaks of 

over 14,000 feet are located in the un-

surveyed area south of Mount Bona, i.e. 

in the vicinity of University Peak. 

George Wallerstein 
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Dear Editor: 

Does "Summit" really know its moun-

tains? 

On page 21 of the October issue there 

is a photo showing the shooting of a 

scene for the Walt Disney movie, "Third 

Man on the Mountain." The picture cap-

tion says the scene was shot in the 

Swiss Alps near Zermatt. But surely 

what we see is the famous granite of 

Chamonix. This would place the locale 

in France, probably on one of the many 

aiguilles of the Mount Blanc massif. 

Summit readers, incidentally, who like 

the sort of action portrayed in the photo 

in question should have a look at the 

fine picture-book "On Rock and Ice" by 

Andre Roch. This book (first published 

in 1947), is available with English text 

from Adam & Charles Black, 4-6 Soho 

Square, London. The book has 80 high-

mountain photographs. But a word of 

warning to the would-be reader: The 

contents are likely to be "contagious." 

After reading, be prepared to take a 

climbing trip to the Alps, or else suffer 

an acute case of "armchair mountain-

eer's frustration." 

Arthur W. Knudsen 

Fribourg, Switzerland  

Dear Editor: 

Generally speaking, I think the article 

"Could You Survive A Winter Bivouac?" 

in the November issue was excellent; 

however, I would like to point out one 

discrepancy which bothers' me consider-

ably. 

In the article, you point out the Jim 

Martin incident of March 1958 on Mount 

Hood as a good example of survival in 

an enforced overnight winter bivouac in 

the storm and snows above timberline. 

While I would be the first one to admit 

that Martin did an outstanding job of 

winter survival, it must be remembered 

that his enforced bivouac was brought 

about by his own disregard for basic 

mountaineering safety precautions. He 

persisted in making a solo winter climb 

on an unfamiliar mountain in the face of 

storm warnings and deteriorating weath-

er. Had he used good judgement in the 

first place it would not have been nec-

essary for some 25 men to leave their 

Monday morning jobs to go search for 

and rescue him. As one of those who 

found him sitting in the snow too numb 

with cold to put on his skis and too 

weak to stand, and as one of those who 

saw him loaded "feet first" into a  

snowcat, I can tell you he did not "ski 

out" as your article states. 

I hate to see a hero made of a man 

who blundered so outstandingly. 

Ross Petrie, Education Chairman 

Mountain Rescue & Safety 

Council of Oregon 

Dear Editor: 

A recent perusal of back issues of 

"Summit" disclosed an apparent dis-

crepancy in the identification of photos 

by Georgia Englehard. Her article "The 

Training of a Mountain Guide," August 

1957, credits a photo (page 5) as being 

of the Red Slabs of the Riffelhorn. Miss 

Englehard's "Return to the Matterhorn," 

April, 1958, identifies a shot (page 4) as 

being on the Moseley Slab of the Matter-

horn. Although one of them is reversed, 

both pictures appear to me to be of the 

same rock. Which of them is correctly 

captioned? 

Interestedly yours, 

Glen Denny 
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know 

your 

wild- 

life 

By Louise Top Werner 

What is the name of this bird? 

Where may mountain climbers encounter it? 

ANSWER: 
The Andean Condor (Vultur gryphus) soars between elevations of 

10,000 and 16,000 feet along the Andes Mountains of South America, 

from Ecuador to Chile. It nests on inaccessible (so says Encyclo-

peadia Brittanica) ledges. 

The adult measures about four feet, with a wingspread of around 

nine feet. His bulk puts him somewhat at a disadvantage on level 

ground, since he must there have room for a running start in order 

to become airbourne. He is more in his element on cliffs, from 

which he sails, wheeling slowly upward to catch the air currents 

above the ridges. He can soar without flapping his wings, longer 

than any other bird, because of his ability to find and use these 

air currents. 

Like other vultures, the Andean Condor is a scavenger, cleaning 

up carrion remains wherever he finds them, but he supplements his 

diet by making occasional flights to islands in the Pacific, where 

he raids the nests of other birds. An inventory of condor stomachs 

has revealed pebbles, bits of kelp, parts of pigs, seals, fish, birds 

and eggs. 
We could find very little about the Andean Condor in the Los 

Angeles Public Library, even in the Audubon Magazine files. The 

loudest voice was that of the Guano Industry of Peru, which has 

maintained hunters to kill condors that approach the islands where 

the guano-producing birds nest. If any of you who have climbed in  

the Andes have additional information on these birds, SUMMIT Mag-

azine would like to hear about it. 

Those of us who feel that wildlife is an important part of our 

mountain wildernesses the world over, would like to see the term 

"predator" clarified. What is a predator? Does being classified as 

a predator automatically make an animal fair game for anyone's 

gun? Where is the line that separates the predator from the non-

predator? If there is such a line, on which side would you place 

man? 

PHOTOGRAPHIC NOTE: 

Roger T. Peterson, in an effort to get a photograph of an Andean 

condor, once sat for days in a blind near which he had laid out the 

carcasses of three dogs. He didn't get so much as a nibble from 

the condors. He tells of another man who got pictures only after he 

had put out his thirtieth carcass. After reading about these experi-

ences, and after finding not a single photograph of an Andean con-

dor in the library, we don't mind admitting that we took our picture 

at the San Diego Zoo. 

Poor lighting resulted in a negative so thin that we could get very 

little image on normal printing paper. We were about to,  throw away 
the negative when someone suggested we try one of the especially 

contrasty papers. We did, and got a fair image on No. 4 Dupont 

Velour Black. It's good to know you can sometimes save a poor 

negative whose subject matter seems worth a little extra effort and 

expense. 




