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Tehipite Dome 
BY JOHN C. AHERN 

On June 1, 1963, Fred Beckey and 

Herb Swedlen reached the summit of 

Tehipite Dome in Kings Canyon Na-

tional Park. Fred picked its most 

classic route, directly up the main 

buttress of the southwest face. On the 

following day, Ken Weeks and I 

reached the summit via the same 

route. 

The climb was conceived and orga-

nized by Fred. The week prior to the 

climb, Ken and Fred made the long 

trip into the area to find out the logis-

tic problems to be faced, since little 

information seemed to be available 

about the area. 

The climb took five days on the face, 

3,600 feet in its entirety. Due to the 

logistic problems and long hike (21 

miles in) over and through rivers, etc., 

we would like to suggest for future 

parties —take pack horses for the 

equipment, if at all possible. If that is 

not permissible, try to find some good 

friends that like backpacking to lend 

a hand. 

This time of year was agreed on as 

ideal for climbing in that area, not too 

hot and few mosquitos. We were in-

formed later that there is a rattlesnake 

problem in the summer months. We saw 

only one. 

The climb was done in two parts be-

cause of the obvious logistic prob-

lems. There was a ledge system that 

made it possible to traverse off and 

to page 31, please 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE TRACE 
CLINTON RIVER: A grand glacier-fed mountain torrent dropping 
1,300 ft in 12 miles between Lake Mintaro and Lake To Anau. 

2 POMPOLONA HUTS: Named after the "pompalonas", a type of 
fried or baked scone or dumpling favoured by Quintin McKinnon 
and the early explorers in the area. 

3 CLINTON CANYON: The picturesque route from the head of 
Lake To Anau to the foot of the Pass. 

4 LAKE MINTARO: A tarn 2 miles from Pompolona, beautiful in 
its perfect reflections and blue-green waters. 

MT. HART: To the west of McKinnon Pass forms with Mt. 
Daniel the watershed for the unseen glacier-fed lake, Lake Quill, 
the source of the Sutherland Falls. 

6 MT. BALLOON: To the east of the Pass. The Track crosses the 
shoulder of this 7,000 ft pyramid. 

7 LAKE ELLA: Longest of many mountain tarns along the Saddle. 
A short distance away is the cairn to the memory of Quintin 

lematis'.; 0.44.4 
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KELMORLIE PEAKS (5,9 H 35M, MCKHIOR. 
e MT. ELLIOTT: The majestic mountain from the slopes of which 

the gleaming Jervois Glacier crashes its avalanches into the 
valley below. 

9 QUINTIN HUTS: These also owe their name to McKinnon. 
They have hot showers and electricity. 

10 QUINTIN McKINNON: Discovered the Pass, 17 October 1888. 
Later his unoccupied boat was found floating on Lake To Anau 
and he was presumed to have fallen overboard and been 
drowned. 

If SUTHERLAND FALLS: Discovered by Donald Sutherland, the 
"Hermit of Milford Sound", 10 November 1880. Fed by Lake 
Quill, the torrent hurts itself down the sheer mountain side in 
three leaps, and thunders into the valley 1,904 ft below. Upper 
leap, 815 It; middle, 751 ft; lower, 338 ft. 

12 LAKE ADA: Originally a glacial valley generously forested but 
later blocked by an avalanche. As the waters rose the forest was 
submerged and may be seen beneath the surface when the lake is 
low. 

13 MACKAY FALLS: A short distance from the Arthur River ferry 
landing. A picturesque tall in a world of sombre greens and shadows. 

BELL ROCK: Close to Mackay Falls. Once apparently the basin of 
the Falls. Later ejected to stand upside down among the mosses 
and form a cavern. 

14 GIANTS GATE FALLS: Midway around the shores of Lake Ada. 
Falls into a pool of unusually transparent sparkling blue-green 
water. 

IS BOWEN FALLS: 540 ft. One of nature's masterpieces of grace 
and beauty. 

ALLS 

Walk 

in the World 
BY MARGARET PROUTY, M.D. 

Back in the relaxed golden age while I had time to read 

all the books I bought for my Alpine library, I was en-

thralled by the tales of Turner, Du Faur, and Fitzgerald 

and their early exploits in the Alps of New Zealand. When 

I became older and richer, I said, I, too, will go to New 

Zealand and attempt to climb Mt. Cook. In the meantime I 

was lured to the Alps of Switzerland, Peru's incomparable 

Cordillera Blanca, and Africa's Mountains of the Moon. 

One day I was hailed by a friend who had recently re-

turned from a trip around the world. The most beautiful 

walk in the world? The most heavily glaciated peaks out-

side the Poles? Fiords excelling those of Norway? Gey-

sers as spectacular as those of Yellowstone? Glowworm 

caves beyond compare? The world's finest fishing? Under-

standably, I was dazed by these statements of my friend 

and demanded to know the name of this paradise. New 

Zealand, huh? Maybe I'd just better go down there and 
to page fourteen, please 
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Formations along the 

Fairyland Trail in Bryce Canyon National Park. 

Because of its length—eight miles — 

the Fairyland Trail is least visited, yet 

is most outstanding for its picturesque formations. 

National Park Service Photo by W. B. Alcorn 

Riker's 
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Noltday in gryce eammon 
BY CRAIG FORREST 

ryce Canyon National Park trails are not 

designed for the overnight hiker, being too 

short to justify pack trips. Yet, Bryce 

Canyon trails do offer some of the most 

enjoyable hiking possibilities anywhere, 

with discovery of a new and different 

view around every corner. 

Approaching Bryce Canyon National Park in Utah across 

a wide plateau, there is little to indicate the sudden drop 

from the rim of Bryce Canyon to the spectacular formations 

for which the park is noted. You get the feeling that this 

is not the place to be wandering around after dark for fear 

of stepping off into a chasm. However, once you discover 

the rim you know it is there, and the campgrounds are 

situated on the plateau a safe distance from the rim. 

Sunrise Campground, reserved for tents and campers, is 

a recent addition with widely-spaced camping sites and 

modern toilet facilities that are even heated during winter 

months. A good supply of firewood is available for a roar-

ing campfire under the stars and tall ponderosa pines. Un-

like nearby Zion National Park, Bryce remains cool during 

the summer months because the elevation is above 7,000 

feet. 

Standing on the rim of Bryce Canyon and looking down at 

the gigantic .and fantastic fotmations is similar to stand-

ing on top of a high mountain, only you haven't toiled many 

hours ascending for the view. Like a summit picture, 

photographs taken from the rim of Bryce Canyon fail to 

denote the depth or width of the canyons and the height of 

the weirdly-eroded pinnacles and .fins. For true appreci-

ation of the formations, you must hike down from the rim 

along one of the many well-graded trails. 

There are 23 miles of trail with several starting points 

along the rim so that loop trips can be made. The canyon 

is not deep, with the highest point 8,300 feet and the low-

est 7,100 feet. The greatest difference in elevation on any 
one trail is 1,054 feet on the Fairyland Loop trail. This 

trail is eight miles in length and is one of the most re-

warding experiences in the park. A canteen of water and a 

lunch is advised for this hike, since you will find yourself 

spending a lot of time pausing to take in the views of the 

formations. 

The Navajo Loop Trail begins and ends at Sunset Point  

and passes through a great variety of scenery in only one-

and-one-half miles with an elevation change of 521 feet. It 

is suggested that you hike clockwise so as to ascend the 

shadier side. You will view formations known as the 

Temple of Osiris, Thors Hammer, the Pope, etc. 

On the Queens Garden Trail you will see Queen Victoria, 

probably the most outstanding piece of nature's sculptur-

ing at Bryce. Best time for viewing the queen is in the 

early morning when the sun strikes her back and accentu-

ates her features. 

Another remarkable hike is along the Peek-A-Boo Loop 

from Sunset to Sunrise Point, a distance of 5.6 miles. This 

trail is loaded with scenery. It's a good idea to take your 

lunch and plan to be at the picnic site (half-way) about 

noon when you get the best view of the Wall of Windows, a 

long thin fin broken with many holes. 

In its regional setting, Bryce Canyon National Park is 

the southeastern border of the extensive Paunsagunt Pla-

teau in Utah. There are two areas of strongly contrasting 

topography that meet on the rim. Back from the rim the 

plateau surface, where the park buildings, roads, and 

campgrounds have been built, is generally flat land, tra-

versed by broad, shallow valleys in which erosion is in-

conspicuous. 

Below the rim erosion has produced a region of remark-

able ruggedness. It might naturally be supposed that the 

beautiful amphitheater at the head of Bryce Canyon had 

been carved by waters pouring down from the plateau 

above. But the plateau streams contribute nothing; they 

flow away from the rim. The 
,
chief sculpturing agents are 

the rain and snow that fall directly into the canyon. In 

producing the amazing variety of erosion features, the 

streams have been aided by frost that pries fragments from 

the cliffs, and by chemical agencies that decompose the 

rock and supply its vivid color. 

While not an area for wilderness backpacking, Bryce 

Canyon National Park is certainly an area for delightful 

one-day hikes, with uncrowded camping sites. It is an 

ideal spot for a couple initiating their children into the 

rigors of hiking. After finding such formations as Alley 

Oop and Dinny, Organ Grinders Monkey, The Gossips, 

Camel and Wiseman, Joseph and Mary, Oastler Castle, 

Three Wisemen, and many more, they will soon be naming 

a few of their own. 
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A massive fin seen from 

the. Fairyland Trail. To really enjoy the 

unique and fantastic formations, 

you must hike down from Bryce Canyon rim and 

view them from below. 

National Park Service Photo by W. B. Alcorn 
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As snow mantles the 

weirdly eroded fins and pinnacles in Bryce Canyon, 

there is a new sense of wonder about their 

origin. View from Bryce Point. 

National Park Service Photo by W. B. Alcorn 
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Sagebrush and ponderosa pine mingle on the Paunsaugunt Plateau west of the rim of Bryce Canyon. 

Campgrounds are located on this plateau. 
National Park Service Photos by W. B. Alcorn 

The Silent City from below. Well-graded trails wander through and around these formations. 
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ROAD DISTANCES 
To points Outside the Park 

To Salt Lake City 
To Los Angeles 
To Cedar City 
To Panguitch 
To Cedar Breaks 
To Zion Canyon 
To Grand Canyon (North Rim) 
To Grand Canyon (South Rim) 

To Points Within the Park 
Checking Station to: 

TO ZION NATIONAL PARK 
90 MILES 

270 Mi. 
573 Mi. 
85 Mi. 
26 Mi. 
67 Mi. 
90 Mi. 

161 Mi. 
305 Mi. 

DIXIE 

NATIONAL 

FOREST 

7586 
Ka,irylcmd 

Fairyland 
Headquarters 
Bryce Canyon Lodge 
Sunset Point 
Inspiration Point 
Bryce Point 
Paria View 
Natural Bridge 
Rainbow Point 

TRAIL DISTANCES 
Sunset Point to: 

Navajo-Comanche Loop & return 
Inspiration Point 
Sunrise Point (Rim Trail) 
Bryce Point (Via Peek-a-boo Trail) 
Campbell Canyon-Fairyland 
Loop & return 

) A , a  - 
ENTRANCE \ ST,AT I Of4 

\ 3E,K7' ia 

1.2 Mi. 
1.6 Mi. 
1.8 Mi. 
2.4 Mi 
3.0 MI, 
4.7 Mi. 
4.4 Mi. 

12.5 Mi. PARK 18.2 Mi. 

Boa-C.`, 
x Mtn. 

HEADQUARTERS 
RYCE INN 

MUSEUM AND OFFICE 
B  

1.5 Mi. 
1.0 Mi. 
0.5 Mi. 

3.75 Mi. 

BRYCE' 
CANYON. 

LODGE 

6.0 Mi. 

compb.,./ 8073 

/*mu. Pt. erilge 

).pARDENm  

t 
Inity.14ann Pt. 

CIL 

$204 

Badger 

k_ott
ch 

 Cannonville 
ytan 

IXIE 

NATIONAL 

Aranmes....wasmamvarewaterloweawnwassratmeaii,  

In this ponderosa pine forest near Fairyland 

there is little to indicate the sudden drop 

from the rim to Bryce Canyon. 

National Park Service Photo by W. B. Alcorn 
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Spruce Knob 
"Unnff" —a muffled yell emanates from the adjacent 

sleeping bag. The bag wriggles awkwardly and a head ap-

pears in the cool night air. I stir myself numbly from slum-

ber to find out the cause of the commotion, simultaneously 

imagining a raid by some furry animal. Roy is lying on his 

back, propped up on his elbows, squinting curiously toward 

his feet—a raccoon, seemingly unconcerned that his tail 

might end up on a car aerial or senator's hat, stares bead-

ily at Roy. Thwarted in his first attempt to get food, the 

creature meanders away, amidst heckling from our now 

totally roused group. 

We snore again. 

Mac, nearest the picnic table, is disturbed by a rattling 

can. The rest of us at first peer out through heavy eyelids, 

but let him take the action. He's closer and we're too 

groggy to contend with the persistent marauder again. 

We snore again. 

At daybreak Mac has something interesting to show us 

—he chuckles a bit as he flips up the lid of our army sur-

plus peanut butter can to reveal the contents —not much 

—just about enough paw-streaked spread for two meager 

sandwiches. We all laugh, not too loud, and with some 

chagrin for being duped by a creature of supposedly lower 

intellect. Our excuse is environment; at 4,500 feet on the 

steep eastern side of Spruce Knob, West Virginia, he's in 

his domain. We're aliens from a lower region where most 

animals are in cages or on leashes, and we're not accus-

tomed to the cunning wiles of freely roving creatures. 

By the time the sun was fully up, we had eaten the fairly 

palatable concoction of oatmeal (often bland and tacky), 

powdered milk, raisins, and brown sugar, and we felt ener-

getic as the whole broad light of day invited us to hike. 

After breakfast we strolled to the nearby 4,860-foot summit 

of Spruce Knob, the culmination of a long undulating ridge, 

and the highest point in West Virginia. Steep slopes of 

mixed hardwood forest and backwoods farmland sweep up 

from the deep valley lying to the east, where the North 

Fork of the South Branch of the Potomac River rollicks 

merrily along, quite jubilant at its unpolluted headwaters. 

About 3,000 vertical feet above the valley floor the forest 

changes character. Above 4,500 feet a few hardy conifers, 

vestiges of the ancient evergreen forest which once 

cloaked the Appalachian hills, make their appearance 

—symmetrical spears of dark green amidst the lighter maze 

of hardwoods. 

10 SUMMIT / SEPTEMBER/ 1963 

Spruce Knob is aptly named. Its summit is devoid of 

deciduous trees, and the bristly Red Spruce growing in the 

rocky soil are reminiscent of the higher alpine regions of 

the Western United States. The ground is covered with 

rocks and a dense heath, which conceals many delicate 

flowers, seemingly incongruous in such a rugged area 

where drifts of winter snow pile several feet high. By 

scouting around the shrubs and searching under low 

branches we discovered lady slipper orchids —fragile pink 

pendants luring the few sturdy bees who dared venture so 

high. 

Gazing in all directions from the summit we saw some of 

the remotest country in West Virginia, tradit;onally an iso-

lated, unspoiled state. The ridge, whose high point is 

Spruce Knob, extends southward and northward to the 

horizon—a long green welt in the earth. Here West Virginia 

is corrugated, like the washboards perhaps still used by 

its backwoods people. To the east the wooded welts alter-

nate in parallel with the deep valleys. Habitation is sparse 

—occasional farmlands lurk up the hidden hollows, and 

regularly shaped blocks of cleared land indicate that some 

land owners are determined to wrest a living from the hills. 

To the west lie rolling timberlands, a small lake, and a 

few patches of experimental forest. Penetrated only by 

dusty dirt roads, this 'region is practically uninhabitated 

—these are the rugged wilds of the Monongahela National 

Forest. The landscape is similar to The Blue Ridge 

country and Shenandoah farther east in Virginia, but the 

Spruce Knob country retains a quainter, purer sense of 

grandeur; fortunately, intense commercial development is 

yet to come to this portion of West Virginia. 

We walked down from the summit of the knob and were 

immediately surprised to find strange forms sitting mutely 

on the grassy meadows. Had the preternatural tribe who 

erected Stonehenge also mysteriously visited these remote 

hills in West Virginia? Otherwise, what geologic theories 

could account for this small group of huge boulders, ran-

domly placed on the green turf and apparently unrelated to 

any other general feature of the terrain? We examined the 

boulders closely. Some were enormous rectangular blocks, 

while others were sharply pointed and crested into irregu-

lar shapes. The most peculiar stone, when viewed from a 

certain position, appeared to be a petrified beast of an in-

definite, but stocky species. We discovered that all the 

boulders consist of a hard, crystalline rock known as 



Seneca Rocks 
BY JOHN D. LINDSTROM 

Rounding an exposed 

corner, Marty Gram looks up the 

cliffs of the Cockscomb. In 

the peaceful North Fork Valley 

below, Seneca Creek flows swiftly 

past the town of Mouth of Seneca, 

West Virginia. 

Photo by John D. Lindstrom 
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Pottsville conglomerate. Small pebbles had been cemented 

into a matrix of coarse white grains of sand to form a very 

weather resistant stone, which probably had undergone 

some metamorphism. Still pondering an explanation for 

these curious boulders, we got in our car and descended 

the tortuous dirt road nine miles to the paved highway in 

the valley. 

At Mouth of Seneca we turned off on Roy Gap Road, which 

leads in a short distance to the start of the trail to Seneca 

Rocks, a serrated crest of cliffs rising out of the hillside 

like the spine of an ancient Stegosaurus. The road con-

tinues across the Potomac, and a vehicle capable of ford-

ing could get closer to the cliffs. Most climbers, though, 

leave their cars here and stay high and dry by crossing 

the stream on an old foot bridge suspended by rusty steel 

cables. 

We crossed the swift water and began hiking to the base 

of the rocks. Immediately we noticed the remarkable heter-

ogeneity of the woods—a profusion of hardwood species 

and two outstanding conifers. Locust, sumac, black walnut, 

oak, hickory, elm, linden, sycamore, wild cherry, maple, 

and tulip trees grow thickly and compatibly on the slopes. 

Eastern white pine, less particular in its choice of resi-

dence, takes root in drier, rockier spots. The stately hem-

lock, spreading out its dark green needled branches 

gracefully, prefers cool and shady places,, and grows most 

densely near moist creek beds. We crossed another small 

creek and started the scramble up the talus slope. Here we 

found some vigorous looking rhododendrons —a good ten 

feet tall, with large, healthy leaves —blooming brightly in 

the middle of July. 

Soon we were confronted by a complex maze of pinnacles, 

ledges, and walls. Fortunately, we had obtained a guide to 

Seneca Rocks from the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club 

of Washington, D.C., and the descriptions and drawings of 

the routes enabled us to orient ourselves and find climbs 

suited to our abilities. 

From a climber's point of view the geology of Seneca 

Rocks is interesting and helpful. According to the United 

States Geological Survey report compiled in 1927, Seneca 

Rocks is composed of a quartz sand deposition known as 

White Medina Sandstone. It is evident that a tremendous 

Marty Gram belays 

Roy Danhaus up the easy north ridge of 

the Old Man at Seneca Rocks, 

West Virginia. 

Photo by John D. Lindstrom 



upheaval has occurred because the present strata is almost 

vertical, forming thin, upright slabs bound together like a 

piece of plywood standing on its edge. The pressure ac-

companying this massive tilting have metamorphosed the 

sandstone into a tough, sharp-edged rock which can rightly 

be considered quartzite. The rock is fairly brittle, and in 

some areas chunks have broken off and now litter the 

ledges below. Generally, though, the rock is quite trust-

worthy. Nevertheless, a hard hat is certainly not superflu-

ous. 

Since Seneca Rocks projects upward like the fin of a 

fish, cliffs fall away sharply from the summit, forming both 

an East Face and a West Face. There is no "back-side" 

up which one can walk, as at the Shawangunks in New York 

State. The North Peak, which connects the rocks to the 

hillside at the far north end, is easily accessible by a 

rough trail. The South Peak, however, is a true peak, and 

the easiest route to the top, The Old Ladies' Route, in-

volves a couple of NCCS class 3 pitches. 

We sat on a pine tree-shaded ledge and enthusiastically 

perused the guide pamphlet, each of us sorting through his 

mind the various climbs mentioned and attempting to imag-

ine the actual pitches and difficulties to be encountered. 

We decided to tackle the East Face Army-Conn Route. 

We packed up our ropes, tbiners, pitons, and slings, and 

began the round-about scramble from brushy ledge to ledge 

to the foot of the climb. At a particularly narrow spot we 

suddenly startled a black snake sunning itself. Instead of 

retreating and permitting us to pass as expected, the stub-

born snake slithered boldly toward us, forcing us to back 

around a corner to a roomier position. We assumed the 

snake wanted access to his den, since he went out of 

sight under a small cleft. But, no, the bobbing head reap-

peared—the creature kept coming slowly toward us. His 

audacity led quite literally to his downfall. We hooked a 

short stick in a crook in his wriggling body and flipped 

him off the ledge onto the top of a pine tree twenty feet 

below. A few minutes later we were roped up to start the 

climb. 

Slabs, jam cracks, narrow chimneys, and laybacks —these 

were the fare on Conn's East Face—exactly the sort of 

pitches to be expected on vertical strata. Practically the 

entire route followed the cleavage between the main rock 

mass and the outermost peeling of rock. The climbing 

wasn't thin, and didn't require delicate maneuvers on small 

holds —but was strenuous. We jammed and muscled up 

mantel shelfs and laybacks as we worked upward from 

ledge to ledge. We eventually arrived at the summit ridge 

crest, well surrounded by air and thinner than a Waverly 

Wafer. The day was calm so we unroped and gingerly  

worked our way over to the summit register. We signed in 

and rested comfortably in the sun. The pungent scent of 

pine came wafting by on the warm breeze, the strength of 

the scent proportional to our feeling of being up in the 

mountains. The climb had gone smoothly and, as in the 

bigger ranges in the West, we had reached a barren summit. 

Late in the afternoon we had cleaned up, and stored away 

our equipment, and were eating a meal and observing local 

color at Dahmer's Restaurant at Mouth of Seneca. Conver-

sation with Mr. Dahmer, the entrepreneur of Mouth of 

Seneca, revealed some interesting plans for the future of 

the Seneca Rocks area. 

Although much of West Virginia, especially the coal min-

ing regions, is a depressed area, the North Fork Valley of 

the Potomac appears to be thriving. Agriculture and timber 

are the main industries. The farmhouses along the main 

roads look freshly painted, and the yards are neatly kept. 

Two
, 
 conspicuously missing features in the area are com-

mercial tourist development and heavy industry, such as 

mining. Mr. Dahmer and other persons in the area are 

strongly promoting extensive development along these 

lines, to bolster the economy of the area and the state. 

One specifically suggested plan directly involves Seneca 

Rocks —namely, making a large recreation area and park of 

she rocks and the surrounding hillsides. According to Mr. 

Dahmer's imagination, such a park would be full scale, en-

tailing a cable car to the summit of Seneca Rocks (how 

this could be accomplished is hard to imagine, because the 

rocks do not seem broad and sturdy enough to support such 

a device) and night lighting on the cliffs. An inquiry to the 

West Virginia State Department of Commerce elicited a 

reply that the state has no immediate plans for such a 

project, but that the state's policy is to encourage and 

assist any persons who are promoting this kind of project. 

At present the land at Seneca Rocks is privately owned 

by local farmers who are described by Mr. Dahmer as 

"anti-progress." That is, they are apparently unwilling to 

sell their land, except at prohibitive cost. It is evident 

that the sentiments of the present land owners coincide 

with the sentiments of fishermen and climbers who are 

familiar with the area, and who wish for the area to remain 

undesecrated. Negotiations for purchase of the land are 

temporarily stalemated, and for the time being Seneca 

Rocks is safe from misuse. 

Clearly, West Virginia would do well to expand its tourist 

industry to help its economy and to give people a refresh-

ing look at its lovely, varied landscape. However, let's 

hope no project in the name of progress will be permitted 

to destroy the magnificent, clean-walled landmark of 

Seneca Rocks. 
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Glade House, at the head of Lake Te Anau, is starting point for the walk along the Milford Track. It is reached by boat 

from across the lake. 

Ole Most 23eaut1fu1 Walk in the World  from page three 

check it out myself. If it wasn't true I'd come back and 

have words with this booster. 

Climbers go off nonchalantly to Switzerland, the Himala-

yas, South America, and even to darkest Africa these days 

with the minimum of effort in finding accounts of the best 

climbing areas, routes, and other pertinent detail, but there 

is a remarkable paucity of information for the climber who 

wants to visit New Zealand. This account will attempt to 

give practical details of arranging such a trip. 

A quick look at the map shows that New Zealand lies 

about 1,200 miles east of Australia and is made up of 

North and South Islands which stretch from the tropics 

south of Fiji to a point so far south that it serves as take-

off for the supply line to the Antarctic. The North Island 

has some isolated volcanic peaks that make good winter 

skiing, but the South Island has a long backbone which 

forms the Southern Alps. Here lies such superb climbing 
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that in a lifetime no one person could climb every tempting 

route or peak. A quick look at the map in Hewitt and 

Davidson's "The Mountains of New Zealand" shows so 

many ranges that one is bewildered by such richness of 

possibility. Many of these peaks are still virgin. 

The serious climber will, of course, want to attempt Mt. 

Cook with her three summits, New Zealand's highest 

(12,349 feet). Of spectacular beauty, its native name 

Aorangi, means "Cloud Piercer." Warm, moist air from the 

Tasman Sea strikes the Cook range causing violent storms 

and heavy snowfall, making ascents not only difficult but 

occasionally impossible for an entire season. Mt. Cook's 

close companion and second highest, Tasman (11,475 

feet), is considered the finest snowy summit of the whole 

of the Southern Alps. It's ice-covered sides send down 

great glaciers reaching almost to the sea. Along its east-

ern flank flows the Tasman Glacier, 18 miles in length, 



and is the largest in the temperate zone outside the 

Himalaya. This offers unexcelled skiing in the winter. 

These peaks are found within the Mt. Cook National Park 

whose boundaries enclose the majority of New Zealand's 

great mountains. All except two are over 10,000 feet in 

height. Before you dismiss these as piddling, consider 

that they arise near sea level. 

Now with some idea of where you want to go, let's con-

sider the practical details that the climbing books don't 

mention. The ideal climbing season is December, January, 

and February, or if skiing is your dish, the usual season 

extends from late June to September. A letter to the Gov-

ernment Travel Bureau of New Zealand, 153 Kearny Street, 

San Francisco 8, California, will bring a wealth of folders 

and information. They will give you help in purchasing 

needed booklets such as "Mt. Cook National Park Hand-

book," Moir's Guide Book (Northern and Southern Sections) 

to the tramping tracks and routes, and the New Zealand 

Holiday Guides to the Southern Alps. This bureau takes an 

active part in arranging your total trip since public con-

veyances (trains, buses, planes), as well as the majority 

of accommodations, are nationalized and thus under their 

control. Arrangements cannot be hurried and first inquiries 

should be made ten to twelve months before the contem-

plated visit. Unless a strong group of climbers are travel-

ing together it is wise to have a guide available. This 

proves difficult as professional guides do not exist. Uni-

versity students with climbing skills sometimes hire out 

during the holidays and with sufficient time and consider-

able correspondence they can be contacted. If one is 

lucky, one of the National Park rangers may be lured into 

accepting an occasional guiding commission on their holi-

day. In any case, one should contact the Mt. Cook National 

Headquarters, So. Island, New Zealand, for information. All 

guide arrangements should be completed by six months be-

fore the prospective climb or you will find none available. 

Since the majority of New Zealanders take their holidays 

in December and January, another possibility exists. You 

may be able to join one of the climbing clubs in a summer 

encampment. For example, the New Zealand Alpine Club 

is active in planning such meetings and graciously extend-

ed an invitation to me and my climbing companion. Perma-

nent huts are maintained in a number of areas and some-

times arrangements can be made for use by payment of a 

small fee. Contact can be made by writing the Secretary of 

the New Zealand Alpine Club, P.O. Box 2211; Christchurch, 

New Zealand. 

Another item needs your attention some months before a 

contemplated visit. The New Zealand Department of Agri-

culture has rigorous laws regarding the admittance of U.S.  

meat products which have been freeze-dried and dehydrat-

ed. If you intend to take in any such products you should 

arrange for this well ahead of time or you will find, as we 

did, that 26 tasty packets of Starlite meat products were 

removed from their respective meal packages and not 

liberated until we were homeward bound. Local products of 

like nature are not readily available and are unpalatable in 

the extreme. The inspector told me that canned meats 

would have been admitted. Hard sausages as we know them 

do not exist; chicken and pork do not appear on the menu 

and beef is not relished. This is understandable as the 

range cattle are pretty stringy. Roast lamb is excellent but 

palls after the third week. Not a single lamb chop did I 

find. 

Now the practical details are arranged, and I approached 

zero day. It became evident that I would probably make it 

with only a moderate amount of lost sleep while I flung the 

last 1/8 ton of equipment in the duffel bag. I threw myself 

on board the Boeing 707 as the engines were revved. I 

slept through most of the 18-hour trip, waking only for 

refueling that took place in Hawaii and Fiji. Back in the 

sixth grade, I was sure Fiji was the end of the world and 

still remember a picture of a very dark native with fuzzy 

hair twisted up and skewered with a bone. Bet those books 

are outdated for not a single bone did I see. The porters 

wore wrap-around white drill skirts, and my own hair was 

more fuzzy-wuzzy than theirs! 

Now that I was awake I reviewed my plans. Because the 

snows of my native Wisconsin had interfered with proper 

conditioning I had made a reservation for the Milford Track 

to accomplish this. An early English traveler said it better 

in a London newspaper in 1908 than I can: "Deep in the 

southwest corner of New Zealand, far away from all famil-

iar scenes of travel, lies the celebrated Milford Sound, an 

inlet of the sea said to surpass in magnificance even the 

fiords of Norway. Of late years, a track has been made 

overland to the sound, and this track anyone possessing 

feet to walk with, eyes to see with, and a love for nature 

at her loneliest and fairest could scarce do better than 

essay. It is but some three and thirty miles in length." 

This appreciative lady took 9,000 more words to describe 

the wonders of "The Finest Walk in the World." The title 

stuck, and I would be the last to deny its truth. 

Day I —Te Anau to Glade House Dunedin, on the South 

Island's southeast coast is take-off point. By 8 a.m. we 

were whipping down the left side of the highway in a bus 

on our way to Te Anau. A number of wide spots in the 

road attracted our driver who threw off magazines here, a 

to page eighteen, please 
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"Trampers" of the Milford Track along the Glade House/Pompolona Huts section of the track. In 
the background are the converging walls of the 14-mile-long Clinton Canyon, leading to McKinnon 
Pass. 

"Trampers" relax at the summit 

i 

Lake Mintaro, on the way 

from the Pompolona Huts to the McKinn 

Pass, Milford Track. In the 

background is Mt. Hart, and to the righ 

the McKinnon Pass. 

16 S 



Sutherland Falls drops 1,904 feet. Milford Track. 
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OcKinnon Pass —under Mt. Balloon. Milford Track. 



sack there, and even left a radio in a rural driveway miles 

from any town and a half mile from the farmhouse. 

Slowly rising into the high country for 71/2  hours, we 

reached Te Anau. Here one signs in for the six- or seven-

day package trip. Backpack sacks and raincoats are avail-

able. One is not allowed to go without reservations; nor is 

camping allowed. This is within a National Park. Our party 

consisted of citizens of Australia who were in the majority, 

Ireland, England, South Africa, and a few New Zealanders 

(who find it too expensive). My companion and I were the 

only Americans. Paranthetically, few Americans go to the 

South Island, and we met only six in five weeks. 

For a fee, our bus driver agreed to take our "dress up" 

clothes on to Milford Sound where we would finish our 

tramp. He left us with bulging packsacks at Te Anau 

Downs to board the lake steamer. With a back-drop of rug-

ged mountains and impenetrable forest, the lake stretches 

northward for 42 miles. We were thankful for a water-tight 

cabin which kept the flying spray from us. Many nautical 

and beautiful miles later we disembarked at lake's end and 

shouldered our packs. Wild rumors of gross over-booking 

reached our ears, and we rushed pell-mell down the track 

to reach Glade House before all the bunks were taken. True 

enough, it was wild rumor, as several on board were having 

dinner with us and would return by the steamer later. 

We were issued a sheet sleeping bag and made up our 

bunk with warm blankets. The cotton bag was to be carried 

with us, but fresh towels were provided at each hut. There 

were separate dormitories for men and women. Glade House 

is situated at the base of Sentinal Hill, which looks like a 

miniature Mitre Peak. Comfortable, clean and spacious, 

whoever heard of a hut with a piano, soft chairs and hot 

showers? 

Day II — Glade House to Pompolona Huts (10 miles). Tea 

at daybreak, followed by a breakfast of porridge, two eggs, 

a rasher of bacon, toast, and broiled tomatoes gave us 

strength to start our journey. At the edge of the Glade we 

crossed the wide Clinton River. Of a pleasing shade of 

crystal clear jade, it was crossed on a suspension bridge. 

The rest of the day it swept along our right side. Immedi-

ately we were on the Track. "Trail" is not used in New 

Zealand and a "hiker" means a hitch-hiker. "Tramper" is 

the correct term. 

The forest is largely beech—great mossy trunks, branch-

es festooned with old man's beard; clumps of red mistletoe 

high in the crown, and fuchsia trees full of bright blos-

soms. After an average annual rainfall of 250 inches it 

closely resembles our Olympic Peninsula. The track is 

quite level today, rising only 500 feet in ten miles. 

Before leaving Glade House we had been issued a "cut 

lunch" of four excellent sandwiches so thin that I ate two  

of them together by mistake. By 12:30 I had reached 6 Mile 

Hut for lunch stop where, sheltered from the intermittent 

rain, we drank hot tea with our sandwiches and had bis-

cuits. "Biscuits" aren't biscuits at all, but are cookies. 

The rain which fell gently all afternoon failed to dampen 

my enthusiasm although I welcomed the hot shower and 

services of the drying room. The Pompolona Huts are well 

stocked with games and books, as well as the little black 

sand flies which are more vicious than our mosquito. Doors 

and windows are screened but traffic leaves a few loop-

holes. Having been warned of these pests I brought a 

repellant with me, and being unused to our American prod-

they kept respectfully at bay. 

We were introduced to "arry," the panhandling kea who 

knocked on the window and demanded his nightly ration of 

butter. His curved parrot beak was held neatly to the side 

as with great precision he used his tongue to pick up the 

butter mounded on the spoon. It's hard to settle down to 

sleep with all these exciting distractions. 

Day III— Pompolona Huts —Quintin Huts (914 miles). The 

Track becomes steeper and penetrated into groves of rib-

bonwood so thick that I felt I was back in the jungles of 

Africa. In two miles the track passes Lake Mintaro; the 

forest thinned and ahead lay the McKinnon Pass, a saddle 

of 3,400 feet lying between the towering Mt. Hart and Mt. 

Balloon. Alas, where were the eagerly-awaited vistas, the 

fine view of the great cleft of the Clinton Canyon through 

which we had traveled two days; the views of peaks row 

on row, and the uncounted waterfalls plunging from their 

heights? Yes, indeed, right over there in all that mist! 

Propelled by mighty gusts of wind to the Summit Huy; teeth 

chattering, we clutched the cups of hot chicken soup and 

tea in reddened fingers. The hut-keeper climbs this ridge 

every day (7 miles round trip) to provide this service for 

his guests. We slogged the remaining three to four very 

rough miles through rain to the Quintin Huts. 

Trips operating prior to mid December and after mid 

January spend an extra day at Quintin, and we were the 

last party allowed the second day. The highlight of this 

day's journey is usually a visit to Sutherland Falls. Water 

comes down in three leaps to total 1,904 feet and are 

among the world's highest. However, my companion and I 

returned to the Pass when we found the morning weather 

clear. Two young fire-eaters, Barry and John, passed us 

on the way up and asked if we had our lunch with us. Sure 

enough, we hadn't thought of it, but our young friends 

brought extra for us. Three keas accompanied us all over 

the area as we photographed, and on our return we met the 

elderly Mr. Anderson for whom a section of the Track is 

named. In his tiny work hut we shared his tea and biscuits. 

Day V — (13 mile walk; 2 miles by launch). The downhill 

18 SUMMIT/SEPTEMBER/ 1963 



FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER 
FOX GLACIER 

Both easily accessible on Foot 

BEAUTIFUL CATHEDRAL CITY OF THE PLAINS 
CHRISTCHURCH 

tteltpn 
t of Chen. ror 

karoa 

Milford Track 

6-C4'444
SMRE  
SWAN 

.4" E 

644, ,CANTERBURY BIGHT 

Timaru 444"foN  

T. COOK Highest ht N.Z. I2,349ft. 
Mountaineering & Scenery 

Cape Farewell 

Collingwood 
D'Urvill 

MA 

Pleasu 

EW ZEALA D 
Westport 

n 

enheim , a- id 
7-Vit? 

/44 

Karamea 

SOUTH ISLAND " Punakaiki Pancakes"—
Remarkable rock formation 

Greymout 

tb-a,  
yee 

e 
1$1 

Kaikou'rag.
;' 

Okarito 

BLIGH SOUND 

GEORGE SOUND 

Oamaru 
CHARLES SOON 

Palmerston 

anapou 

NEDIN 
EDINBURGH OF THE SOUTH' 

DOUBTFUL SOON 

DUSKY SOU 

ton 

lutha 
Clutha River N.Z's biggest riser-

2,000,000 cubic ft per minute 

PlIctiRs 

cH 

track from Quintin. Huts was rough and wet but rimmed with 

waterfalls, and through beech and fern forests. At the 

Arthur River ferry crossing we were provided lunch and re-

lieved of our packs which made the remainder of the miles 

more pleasant without their dragging weight. The Track 

ended at Sandfly Point (the hut keeper said there was not 

a single sandfly there—they were all married and, had their 

families!). Here we boarded the launch for the final two 

miles on Milford Sound. Glacially carved and of spectacu-

lar beauty, Milford Sound is the most majestic of all the 

islands fiords. Its sheer rock walls rise thousands of feet 

into the sky against a background of snowy peaks. Tomor-

row we will tour its length (Day VI). 

I -will admit that I looked forward to the delights of a 

luxury hotel, and the Milford Sound Hotel is one of New 

Zealand's best. Many tour members go to Automobile 

Association Camp (A.A.C.) which has accommodations 

much like the huts on the Track. On Day VII the 80-mile 

return is made by bus through the Homer Tunnel, the upper 

Hollyford Valley and the Eglinton Valley—country very 

similar to that found on the Track. 

My friend was right; I'm convinced that this is the most 

beautiful walk in the world. In the meantime I must go 

and check out her other statements. Where's my ice axe? 

Southern Alps, here I come! 
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Special 

knot 

BY ALLEN A. VANDERBILT 

How many times have you carefully secured a tent guy 
line only to find that it was too loose —or too tight? Here 
is an adjustable knot which is ideal for guy lines and 
many other applications. It is effective, reliable, easy to 
tie, easy to untie, and easy to remember. And, it is free. 

What more could you ask? 

You probably think that all good knots are in the "knot 
books," or certainly in one of the knot encyclopedias. 

Well, all are not there —I cite Chet Hedden's knot de-

scribed in the April 1960 SUMMIT. (Also last month's is-

sue.) His knot, a replacement for the Prussik knot is far 
superior to the Prussik. After using it a few times, the 

Hedden knot will be the preferred knot of the two. I have 

made a survey of several knot books and neither the 
Hedden nor the knot described below is mentioned. 

I became aware of this knot on a camping trip a few 
years ago. One camping companion, Dave Witter, and I set 

about to anchor the tent—it was a gusty night on Tele-
scope ridge above Death Valley. He had the guy lines 
secured and adjusted in jig time —and I was surprised. I 

had always found it difficult to achieve satisfactory guying 
without using special hardware. Dave explained to me that 
he had acquired the knot while camping with a fellow from 

the Ozarks. This knot is now referred to as Dave's Ozark 

Special Knot. 

And now, the knot. It really is easy to tie, and here's 

how: 

The guy line is secured at one end, normally the tent 

end, with a bowline or whatever knot you prefer. 

The free end is passed around or through the tree or 
peg used for anchorage. 

The guy line is pulled taut before the knot is tied. 
Then, starting a foot or two from the anchor, the free end 

is wrapped around the guy line three or four times back 

towards the anchor (see figure) and then passed over and 

under itself to form an overhand knot. When this overhand 
knot is cinched up, the knot is tied. 

The knot can then be slid up or down the guy line to 
adjust the guy line length. 

The knot will hold under quite high guy line tension. I 
have used it with both braided and lay iope with equal 

satisfaction. A useful variation of the knot results from 
tying the knot with a bight of the free end, rather than with 
the free end itself, when the rope used is too long. 

I have shown this knot to several mountaineer-oriented 
friends. They all consider it to be a good knot —it is. 
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High interest in current information on mountain clubs is 

demonstrated by the response to the list published in 

Summit, September, 1962. Readers have helped expand and 

correct it, until the 1963 edition bares little resemblance 

to that of a year ago! Obviously, it can never be completely 

correct, up to date, or comprehensive, but we hope infor-

mation will continue to flow in for periodic revision. 

America has no national federation of climbing clubs, at 

this time, comparable to the British Mountaineering Coun-

cil, or the Federated Mountain Clubs of New Zealand. 

Leigh Ortenburger reminds us that LeRoy Jeffers created 

such an organization during the early 1920's, but that it 

lapsed when he was killed in an airplane crash about 1926. 

The proliferation of clubs interested in climbing suggests 

the possible need for revival of the idea. 

The journals of small clubs, as well as of major clubs 

contain information that would be veiy helpful to moun-

taineers planning trips to specific areas or in the process 

of choosing new targets. Club members welcome the oppor-

tunity to join a camp or expedition organized by another 

group. Chicago Mountaineers, for example, have not only 

participated in their own bi-annual summer camps in dis-

tant areas, but appear in the list of those attending 

camps and expeditions of the Sierra Club, Seattle Moun-

taineers, Mazamas, Iowa Mountaineers, Smoky Mountain 

Hiking Club, Appalachian Mountain Club, and of clubs in 

Britain, Canada, Mexico, Norway, New Zealand, and 

Switzerland, to name a few. Exchange of information bene-

fits the clubs as well as the individual members. 

Many clubs exchange newsletters and attempt to maintain 

files of journals, but the club librarian who does not have 

extensive club room space and lots of help soon gets 

bogged down. Even the major mountaineering libraries of 

the great clubs find the housing, filing, binding, and care 

of journals of all shapes, sizes, and degrees of durability 

a problem, while the question of cross indexing so that in-

formation is at all readily accessible is practically un-

solved. 

A federation with support of a sizeable number of North 

American clubs might tackle this problem of a complete 

and usable file, with emphasis on referral and mail service 

to individuals and clubs not within reach of an existing 

library, as well as many other aspects of cooperation and 

exchange of information. 
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Presumably there would be little problem in obtaining 

cooperation from the various clubs in donating copies of 

their publications, but the task of keeping track of all that 

is published would indeed be time consuming. It would 

require many people willing to examine, condense, and 

index the various publications. 

The next generation of mountaineering historians would 

indeed be very grateful! 

ALASKA 

Mountaineering Club of Alaska. Scree. c/o Box 2037, 

Anchorage, Alaska. 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Mountaineering Club, 3427 N. 45th Pl., Phoenix. 

University of Arizona Mountaineering Club, Tucson. 

CALIFORNIA 

Berkeley Hiking Club, P.O. Box 147, Berkeley, Calif. 

Bruin Mountaineers, Kerckhoff Hall, UCLA, Los Angeles 

24, California. 

California Alpine Club, Pacific Bldg., San Francisco. 

Trails. Monthly. 

Contra Costa Hills Club, 306 - 40th St., Oakland 9, Calif. 

Knapsack. Monthly. 

Desomount Club, 388 Dearborn St., Pasadena, California. 

Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs. President: Arthur 

B. Johnson, 201 S. Ashdale St., West Covina, California. 

Ramblers, Inc., 2116 Layton St., Altadena, California. 

Ramblings. $1.00. 

Roamer Hiking Club, 3533 W. 74th Pl., Inglewood, Calif. 

San Antonio Club, 215 "J" So. Almansor Ave., Alhambra, 

California. 

Sierra Club, 1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco 4, Calif. 

Sierra Club Bulletin, annual and monthly. $3.00 per year. 

Chapters in Los Angeles, San Francisco, Riverside, Palo 

Alto, Fresno, San Diego, Bakersfield, Sebastopel, Ventura, 

Sacramento, and in New York, Chicago, Nevada, Washing-

ton, Oregon, and Wisconsin. All chapters have their own 

publication or publications, but only those chapters which 

have their own office are listed. For information on other 

chapters, write to the San Francisco address above. 
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Sierra Club, Angeles Chapter, 704 Philharmonic Auditor-
ium Bldg., 427 W. Fifth Street, Los Angeles 13, California. 

Southern Sierran. $1.00. Ski Mountaineering and Rock 

Section. Mugelnoos. $1.00. 

Sierra Club, San Diego Chapter, Box 525, San Diego 12, 

Camornia. Hi! Sierrans. 

Stanford Alpine Club, Box 2645, Stanford, California. 

COLORADO 

Climbers Club, Colorado Springs. Newsletter. 

Colorado Mountain Club, 1400 Josephine St., Denver 6. 
Trail and Timberline, Monthly. $3.00. 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Group, P.O. Box 45, Boulder, 

Colorado. Newsletter. 

CONNECTICUT 

Yale Mountaineering Club Yale Mountaineering Club 

Journal. 110 Oak St., Laconia, New Hampshire. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Appalachian Trail Conference, 1910 Sunderland Pl., N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. Appalachian Trailway News. $1.50 per 
year. 3 issues. 

Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 1916 Sunderland Pl., 
Washington 6, D.C. Bulletin, quarterly. $2.00 per year. 
Mountaineering Committee, up Rope, monthly. $1.00. 

Wilderness Society, 2144 P. St., N.W., Washington 7, D.C. 
The Living Wilderness. Monthly. $3.00 per year. 

HAWAII 

Hawaiian Trail and Mountain Club, P.O. Box 2238, Hono-

lulu 4, Hawaii. 

IDAHO 

Idaho Alpine Club, P.O. Box 2885, Idaho Falls, Idaho. 
Idaho Alpine Bulletin. 

ILLINOIS 

American Youth Hostels, Inc., Metropolitan Chicago 

Council, 2210 N. Clark St., Chicago. By Ways. $1.00. 

Chicago Mountaineering Club, 2901 S. Parkway, Chicago. 

Newsletter. $3.00. 

Great Lakes Chapter, Sierra Club, 2002 Devon Avenue, 
Chicago 45. Great Lakes Sierran. $1.50. 

University of Chicago Mountaineering Club, 5514 S. Uni-
versity Ave., Room 1408, Chicago 37. 

INDIANA 
Purdue Outing Club, c/o Co-Recreational Guy, West 

Lafayette, Indiana. 

IOWA 

Iowa Mountaineers, P.O. Box 163, Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa 
Climber. $3.00 per year. 

MARYLAND 

Mountain Club of Maryland, 1331 Glendale Rd., Baltimore 
12, Maryland. Bulletin. 

International Outing Club Assn., ICCA Bulletin, Box 267, 
Charlottesville, Maryland. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy St., Boston 8, Mass. 
Appalachia. Monthly and semi-annual. $4 complete, or $1.25 
each for the enlarged semi-annual numbers in June and 
December. 

MIT Outing Club, Walker Memorial, 305 MIT, Cambridge, 

Mass. Gnarmp Is/i. 

Harvard Mountaineering Club, Lowell House, Cambridge 

38, Mass. Harvard Mountaineering. Bi-Yearly. $2.00. 

N.E. Trail Conference, 26 Bedford Terrace, Northampton, 

Mass. N.E. Trails. Annual. 

MONTANA 

Billings Club, c/o Bob Larson, 3019 Beech Ave., Billings. 
Bozeman Club, c/o Lou Wendt, 14 Jefferson Ct., Bozeman. 

Columbia Falls and Kalispell Area, c/o Hal Kanzler, 

Columbia Falls. 

Rocky Mountaineers of Western Montana, 236 Dixon St., 
Missoula, Montana. Mountain Ear. $1.00. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Dartmouth Mountaineering Club, 23 Robinson Hall, Han-

over, N.H. Dartmouth Mountaineering Club Journal. Semi-

annual. $1.00 per copy. 

Exeter Mountaineering Club, 153 High St., Exeter, N.H. 

Exeter Mountaineering. (Not current.) 

Randolph Mountain Club, Randolph, N.H. or 103 Knoll-

wood Dr., Fayetteville, New York. Randolph Paths. 

NEW JERSEY 

National Campers and Hikers Asso., am 451, Orange,N.J. 
Princeton Outing Club, Princeton Univ., Princeton, N.J. 

NEW MEXICO 
Los Alamos Mountaineers, 3803 God., Apt. 3, Los Alamos. 
New Mexico Mountain Club, P.O. Box 4151, Albuquerque. 

The Impossible Pitch. 
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Movaitain.eerin.g Clubs 

NEW YORK 

Adirondack Mountain Club, Gabriels, N.Y. Ad-i-ron-dac. 

Quarterly. $2.00 per year. 

American Alpine Club, 113 E. 90th St., New York 28, N.Y. 

American Alpine Journal. $3.00 per issue. 

Cornell Outing Club, Willard Straight Hall, Ithaca, N.Y. 

Explorers Club, 10 West 72nd Street, New York 23, N.Y. 

Explorers Journal. $6.00 per year. Quarterly. 

Rensselaer Outing Club, Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-

tute, Troy, N.Y. The ROC Cairn. 

OREGON 

Alpinees, Inc., Hood River, Oregon. 

Angoras, Box 12, Astoria, Oregon. 

Chemeketans, 3601/2  State St., Salem, Oregon. The Chem-

ektan. $1.00 per year. 

Crag Rats, P.O. Box 4, Hood River, Oregon. Rat Tales. 

Quarterly. 

Mazamas. 909 N.W. 19th St., Portland 9, Oregon. Mazama. 

Annual, $2.00. Monthly bulletins, $1.50 per year. 

Mount Hood Ski Patrol, 2440 N.E. 146th Dr., Portland. 

Obsidians, Inc. P.O. Box 322, Eugene, Oregon. Obsidian 

Bulletin. $2.00 per year. 

O.S.U. Mountain Club, Memorial Union Bldg., Corvallis. 

Trail Club of Oregon. P.O. Box 1243, Portland. Trail 

Blazer. Monthly. $1.00. 

WY'East Climbers. 4929 N.E. Fremont Ave., Portland. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Explorers Club of Pittsburgh. Explorer. 3209 Huxley St., 

Pittsburgh, Penna. 

Penn State Outing Club, Rock Climbing Division, c/o Dr. 

T. Smyth, Frear Lab., University Park, Penna. Alpenhorn. 

Pittsburgh Climbers, 4217 Greenridge Rd., Pittsburgh. 

Social Climber. $1.00 per year. 

TENNESSEE 

Smoky Mountains Hiking Club, Box 1454, Knoxville. 

Handbook. $1.00. Excursion List. Annual. 

Eastman Hiking Club, Kingsport, Tenn. 

TEXAS 

Texas Alpine Club, % Wm. Milburn, Jr., Pres., 315 Perry- 

Brooks Bldg., Austin 1, Texas. 

UTAH 

Alpenbock Climbing Club, 2148 Bryan Ave., Salt Lake 

City 5, Utah. 

Ute Alpine Club, University of Utah, Salt Lake City. 

Wasatch Mountain Club, 425 S. 8th W., Salt Lake City. 
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VERMONT 

Green Mountain Club, Inc., 108 Merchants Row, Rutland, 

Vermont. The Long Trail News. Quarterly. 

VIRGINIA 

University of Virginia Outing Club. Scrawl, Box 95, New- 

comb Hall, University of Virginia. 

WASHINGTON 

Alpine Roamers. c/o D. B. Fager, 1500 Eastmont, Wenat- 

chee, Washington. Alpine Roamer, annual. 

Cascadians, P.O. Box 1526, Yakima, Washington. The 

Cascadian. 

Desert Rats, 615 Smith St., Richland, Wash. (Cascade 

guide.) 

Hobnailers, Inc., P.O. Box 1074, Spokane. Traildust. 

Inter-Mountain Alpine Club, P.O. Box 505, Richland, 

Washington. Yodeler. $1.00 per year. 

Klahhane Club, P.O. Box 494. Port Angeles. Bulletin. 

Mt. Baker Hiking Club, P.O. Box 73, Bellingham. The 

Rambler. $3.00 per year. Monthly. 

Mt. St. Helens Club, Box 843, Longview, Washington. 

Mountaineers, P.O. Box 122, Seattle. The Mountaineer. 

$3.00 per year. Annual and monthly. 

Mountaineers, Tacoma Branch, 2302 N. 30th, Tacoma 3. 

Alpine News. Monthly. $1.50 per year. 

Olympians, Box 401, Hoquiam, Washington. 

Ptarmigans. c/o Althea Jencks, 10700 S.E. 5th St., Van- 

couver, Washingto'n. Ptarmigan Tales. Quarterly. 

Rimrock Mountaineers. c/o Albert Carlson, Star Route, 

Coulee Dam, Washington. 

The Sherpas. c/o Gene Prater, Rt. 1, Ellensburg, Wash. 

(Cascades Guide.) 

Skagit Alpine Club, P.O. Box 233, Mount Vernon, Wash. 

Annual Bulletin. Fifty cents. 

Spokane Mountaineers, P.O. Box 1013, Spokane. Peaks 

and Valleys. $1.00 per year. 

Wanderers. Route 1, Box 72, Olympia, Washington. 

Washington Alpine Club, P.O. Box 352, Seattle. Bulletin. 

WISCONSIN 

Wisconsin Hoofers, Wisconsin Memorial Union Building, 

Madison, Wisconsin. Hoof Prints (not current). 

WYOMING 

University of Wyoming Outing Club, Union P.O. Box 7., 

Laramie, Wyoming. 

Wyoming Mountaineers, 828 S. Oak St., Casper, Wyoming. 



Jou.rxials 

CANADA 
Alpine Club of Canada, 2974 W. 28th Ave., Vancouver, 

B.C. Canadian Alpine Journal, annual. Gazette, semi-
annual. (Sections in Victoria, Vancouver, Calgary, Edmon-
ton, Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal, and New York and Mid-
west U.S.A.) 

Association of Canadian Mountain Guides. 521 -14th Ave., 
S.W., Calgary, Alberta. 

British Columbia Mountaineering Club. The B.C. Moun-
taineer, P.O. Box 2674, Vancouver, B.C. Monthly. $1.50. 
Skyline Trail Hikers of the Canadian Rockies, Room 294, 

Windsor Station, Montreal. The Skyline Trail. 

Trail Riders of the Canadian Rockies, Windsor Station, 
Montreal. Trail Riders. Irregular. 
Varsity Outdoor Club, University of British Columbia. 

Vancouver 8, B.C. Journal. Annual. 

Latin America 

ARGENTINA 
Club Andino Bariloche. Annuario. Editor, Sr. J.F. Fino, 

Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Santiago Section of the Club Andino del Norte. Monta- 

DeMilagro 672, Salta, Argentina. 
Club Andinista Mendoza. Nuestras Montanas. Mendoza, 

Argentina. Espejo 313. 

Centro Andino Buenos Aires. Boletin Caba. Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. Diagonal Norte 651. 

Association Tucumana de Andinismo. San Miguel de 
Tucuman, Argentina. Laprida 765. 

Federacion Argentina de Montanismo y Alpines. (F.A.M. 
A.) La Montana. Editor. Jose Pedro Varela, 3948, Buenos 
Aires, C.F., Argentina. 

BOLIVIA 
Club Andino Bolivano. Boletin Del Club Andino Bolivi- 

ano (not current). LaPaz, Bolivia. 

CHILE 
Club Andino de Chile. Revista Andina. Ahumada 47, Dep. 

203. 
Federacion de Andinismo de Chile. Annuario de Montana. 

Compania No. 1630, Casilla 9900, Santiago, Chile. 
De utscher Ausflugsverein. Valparais o, Chile. Casilla 

1587. 

ECUADOR 
Agrupacion Excursionista, Quito, Ecuador. Nuevas 

Horizontes. Casilla 2457. 

MEXICO 
Club de Exploraciones de Mexico, A.C. Honorary Presi-

dent, Otis McAllister. Juan A. Mateos N. 146, Mexico City, 
Mexico, Apdo. Postal 10134. La Montana, journal, and 
Programa de Excursiones, quarterly. Editor, Dr. M. Guzman 
Paredo, Mexico D.F. Also journal Alid. 

Socorro Alpino de Mexico. San Juan de Letran No. 80, 3rd 
floor. Mexico, D.F. President, Sr. David Caste11-Blanche. 

PERU 
Club Andinista Cordillera Blanca. Huaras. Ancash. Belen 

1035. PO. Box 91. Revista Peruana de Andinismo. Editor, 
Senior Cesar Morales Arnao. 

Club Andino Peruano, Lima. Av. Brasil 2634-C., P.O. 
Box 1963. 

Club Peruano de Montana, Lima. Av. Javier Prado 790. 
VENEZUELA 

Club Andino Venezolano, Merida, Venezuela. 

Europe 

AUSTRIA 
Austrian Alpine Club (Oesterreichischer Alpenverein). 

London office: 26 Old Bond St., London W.1. England. 
Mitteilungen des Oesterreichischen Alpenvereins, Inns-
bruck. Austria. 

Osterreichischer Alpenklub, Getreidemarkt 3/2, Wien VI, 
Austria. Osterreichische Alpenzeitung, monthly. 

Osterreichischer Alpenverein, Gilmstrasse 6, Innsbruck, 
Austria. Mitteilungen. Also: Berge und Heimat. Monthly. 

Osterreichischer Touristenklub, Backerstrasse 16, Wien 
I, Austria. Osterreichische Touristensettung. Monthly. 
Touristenverein "Die Naturfreunde," Diefenbachgasse 

36, Wien XV, Austria. 

BELGIUM 
Club Alpin Beige. Revue D'Alpinsme. Annual. Brussels. 

DENMARK 
Danish Mountaineering Club, c/o Erik Hoff, Skinderjade 

23, Copenhagen K, Denmark. 
FRANCE 

Club Alpin Francais. La Montagne. Bi-monthly. 7 Rue la 
Boetie, Paris (8e), France. 
Federation Francaise de la Montague, 7 Rue la Boetie, 

Paris 8, France. 
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Clu_los cgz 

Groupe de Haute Montagne. Alpinisme, quarterly. Annuaire, 

annual. Paris, France. (MM. Seligman & Cie, Compte 

Alpinisme, 45 Boulevard Hausmann, Paris, France.) 

Societe-  des Amis du Muse Pyrenean, c/o Chambre de 

Commerce, Tarbes, France. Pyrenees. Quarterly. 600 fr. 

illus. Muse Pyrene-en du Chateau-Fort de Lourdes. 

Union Nationale des Centres de Montagne, 45 Rue Raffet, 

Paris 16, France. Arranges mountaineering or walking 

courses, and holidays. 

GERMANY 

Deutscher Alpenverein. Zeitschrift, annual. Mitteillungen, 

monthly. 

Deutsches Institut fur Landerkunde. Leipzig, Germany. 

Touristenverien "Die Naturfreunde," Frjedhofstrasse 25, 

Stuttgart N, Bundesleitung, Deutschland. 

Deutscher Alpenverein, Praterinsel 5, Munchen 22, 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Alpine Club, 74 S. Audley Street, London, W.1. England. 

The Alpine Journal, semi-annually. 

Association of British Members of the SAC (Swiss). 

British Glaciological Society. Journal of Glaciology. 

Scott Polar Research Institute, Cambridge, England. 

British Mountaineering Council, Mountaineering. 40 Crys-

tal Road, London, S.E. 22, England. 2 sh. semi-annual. 

Contains list of 78 local clubs which are members of the 

Council. 

Cairngorm Club. Journal. Aberdeen, Scotland. 

Cambridge University Mountaineering Club. Journal, an-

nual. Cambridge, England. 

CHA Summer Holidays, 141 Drummond St., London N.W. 1. 

The Climbers Club. Journal, annual. London. Publishes 

Climbers Club Guides to various sections of Wales. The 

Kynock Press, Dean Bradley House, Horseferry Road, 

London S.W. 1, England. 

Fell and Rock Climbing Club of the English Lake Dis-

trict, Cheshire, England. C.S. Tilly, Park House, Greatham, 

Co. Durham, England. The Journal of the Fell and Rock 

Climbing Club, annual. Also publishes Guides to various 

sections of the Lake District. 

Holiday Fellowship, 142 Great North Wayn, Hendon, 

London, N.W. 4, England. 

Irish Mountaineering Club. Irish Mountaineering, Dublin, 

Ireland. 

Ladies' Alpine Club. Yearbook. c/o National Book 

League, 7 Albemarle St., W. 1. London, England. 

Ladies' Scottish Climbing Club. Journal. Addistown, Scot. 
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Mountaineering Association, 102A Westbourne Grove, 

London W.2. England. Mountain Craft, quarterly, $1.50. 

Oxford University Exploration Club, Oxford, England. 

Oxford University Mountaineering Club. Journal, irregu-

lar. Oxford, England. 

Pinnacle Club, Journal, annual. Beddgelert, No. Wales. 

Ramblers Association, 48 Park Road, London, N.W. 1. 

The Rucksack. 

Scottish Mountaineering Club, SMC Journal. annual. Edin-

burgh, Scotland. 

Yorkshire Ramblers Club. Journal. Leeds, England. 

GREECE 

Club Alpin Hellenique. To Boyno. 4 Rue Charilaou 

Tricoupi. Athenes, Greece. 

HOLLAND 

Koninklijke Nederlandache Alpenvereiniging, Keizers-

gracht 643, Amsterdam De Berggids. Bi-monthly. Coerveen, 

Holland. 

ITALY 

Club Alpin Italiano. Revista Mensile. Monthly. Torino, 

Italy. Editor: Ing. Giovanni Bertoglio. 

Club Alpino Italiano. Milano, Via Ugo Foscolo. 3. Guida 

Dei Monti D'Italia (a series of Climbers Guides), Da 

Rifugio a Rifugio (a series of Walkers Guides.) 

Alpenverein Sudtirol, Oswaldweg 77, Bozen, Italy. 

ICELAND 

Ferdafelag Islands, Arbok, annual. Reykjavik, Iceland. 

Icelandic Glacialogical Society. Jokull, annual. Reyk-

javik, Iceland. P.O. Box 884. 

LIECHTENSTEIN 

Alpenverein Liechtenstein, Vaduz, Liechtenstein. 

NORWAY 

Norske Turistforening, Stortingsgaten 28, Oslo, Norway. 

Arbok, yearbook. Maintains mountain huts and publishes 

and distributes maps and suggested tours. 

SPAIN 

Centro Excursionista de Cataluna. Montana. Quarterly. 

Barcelona, Spain. 

Real Sociedad Espanola de Alpinismo. Penalara. Quarter-

ly. Madrid Spain. 

Sociedad de Alpinismo Penalara. Penalara. Revista Illus-

trade de Alpinismo. Address: Av. Jose Antonio 27, Madrid. 

SWEDEN 

Svenska Fjallklubben. Till Fjalls. Annual. Stockholm. 

Svenska Turistforening. Tidning. Stockholm. Editor: Olof 

Thaning. Post address: FACK, Stockholm 7. 



SWITZERLAND 
Akademischen Alpen Club, Zurich, Switzerland. 
Club Alpin Suisse, Schweizer Alpen Club, Club Alpino 

Svizzera Club Alpin Svizzer. Comite Central, - Geneva. 
Journal published monthly in French, German, Italian and 
Romance. Die Alpen, Les Alpes, etc. Publisher: Orell-
Fussli-Annoncen, A. G. Zurich 1, Nuschelerstrasse 22, 
Swiss francs 18. 

Club Swisse de Femmes Alpinstes. Nos Montagnes. 
Monthly. Fribourg, Switzerland. 

Naturfreunde-Internationale, Sihlpost 1010, Zurich. 
Schweizer Alpenclub, Steinenvorstadt 36, Basel. 
Schweizer Frauen-Alpenclub, 2 Rue de l'ancienne Douane, 

Lausanne, Switzerland. 
Swiss Foundation for Alpine Research. Journal. Annual. 

Zurich, Switzerland. 
Touristenverein "Die Naturfreunde," Silhpost 1010, 

Zurich, Landesleitun Schweiz. 
Union des Petrrouilleurs Alpins de la Bridage de Mon-

tagne. Ste. Maurice, Switzerland. Alpe Neige Roc: Revue 
Alpine Internationale. Semi-annual. SFr 30 for 4 numbers. 
Union Internationale des Associationes d'Alpinisme, 6 

Boulevard des Tranches, Geneva, Switzerland. (31 clubs 
in 21 countries of the world.) 

YUGOSLAVIA 
Planinarski Savez Hrvatske, Gajeva 2a, Zagreb, Jugo-

slawien. Nase Planine, quarterly. 
Planinarski Savez Srbije. Kroz Planine, quarterly. Bel-

grade, Yugoslavia. 
Planinski Zveza Slovenije, Likozarjeva Ulica St. 12, 

Ljubljana, Jugoslawien. Planinski Vestnik. 

Elsewhere 

AFRICA 
Mountain Club of Uganda, P.O. Box 2927, Kampala, 

Uganda, British East Africa. Bulletin. Irregularly. 
Mountain Club of Kenya, Bulletin. P.O. Box 5741, Nairobi, 

Kenya. 

Kilimanjaro Mountain Club, P.O. Box 66, Moshi, Tangan-
yika. 

University of Cape Town Mountain and Ski Club. Bulletin. 
Univ. of Cape Town, Cape Town, Union of South Africa. 
Wits University Mountain Club. Journal. Witwatersrand 

University, Johannesburg, Union of South Africa. 
Mountain Club of Rhodesia. Journal. 

Mountain Club of South Africa. Journal of the MCSA, an-
nual. Via G. Somis 3, Cape Town, S.A. Editor: E. N. Keen, 
M.D., P.O. Box 164, Cape Town. 

AUSTRALIA 
Caloola Club. Bulletin. Croydon, N.S.W., Australia. 

INDIA 
Bombay Hikers. Bombay Hiker. Bi-monthly. Bombay. 
Himalayan Club. Himalayan Journal, bi-monthly. Edited by 

Dr. K. Biswas, Himalayan C lub, P.O. Box 9049, Calcutta 
16. Subscription through Oxford University Press, Amen 
House, Warwick Square, London, E.C.4. 

Indian Army Mountaineering Asso. Secr'y. Jagjit Singh. 

IRAN 
Iranian Mountaineering Federation, Karkhe Varzesh, 

Teheran, Iran. Formed by Royal Command of the Shah- 
inshah to develop mountaineering in Iran. 

JAPAN 
Academic Alpine Club of Kyoto University. 
Japanese Alpine Club, Japanese Alpine Journal, Sangaku. 

Annual. Tokyb. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Federated Mountain Clubs of New Zealand, Inc. J. M. 

Johnstone, Secretary. P.O. Box 1604, Wellington, N.Z.List 
of 67 affiliated clubs available. Among the most important 
are: 

Alpine Sports Club, Box 131, Auckland. 
Auckland Tramping Club, Inc., P.O. Box 2358, Auckland. 
Canterbury Mountaineering Club, P.O. Box 2415, Christ- 

church. Canterbury Mountaineer. 
Christchurch Tramping Club, Inc., P.O. Box 1948, Christ- 

church. 
Hutt Valley Tramping Club, Inc., P.O. Box 183, Welling- 

ton. 
New Zealand Alpine Club, Inc., P.O. Box 483, Dunedin, 

N.Z. Alpine Journal. 
Ruapehu Ski Club, Inc. P.O. Box 436, Auckland. 
Tararua Tramping Club, Inc. P.O. Box 1008, Wellington. 
Waikato Tramping Club, Inc., P.O. Box 685, Hamilton. 
Wanganui Tramping Club. Miss A. Liddell, Box 407, 

Wanguni. 
Wellington Tramping and Mountaineering Club, Box 5068, 

Wellington. 

TASMANIA 
Hobart Walking Club. Tasmanian Tramp. Bi-annual. 

Hobart, Tasmania. 
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Prove to yourself the protection ;liven by 
ARM FORMULA "A". ARM yourself with: 

12 Capsule Sampler  S1.98 
44 Capsules  54.50 
96 Capsules  59.00 

Order from GERRY P.O:  Box 910, Boulder, Colorado 

VITAMIN FORTIFICATION is PROTECTION in 
the same sense as the use of pitons and ropes in 
climbing. WATER SOLUBLE VITAMIN RESERVES 
may not be adequate to meet energy demands which 
may run 4 to 12 times everyday levels. These vita-
mins are not stored in the body, and may not be 
provided in good quantity and balance by diet be-
fore or during strenuous activity. ARM FORMULA 
"A" helps prevent depletion of water soluble vita-
min reserves. (Depletion can leave you fatigued, 
sensitive to cold and altitude, and with louvered re-
sistance to infection and bruising.)ARM FORMULA 
"A" is ESPECIALLY USEFUL FOR WEEKEND 
SPORTSMEN, to assure rapid recovery from muscle 
aches and fatigue. 

HIGH LEVEL WATER SOLUBLE VITAMIN FORTIFICATION 

For Climbing, Skiing, and all Strenuous Sports 

THE MOUNTAINEER'S FORMULA, DESIGNED BY A MOUNTAINEER 

Selected for extensive testing on the American Mount Everest Expedition 

Complete Line of 

Packs and Accessories 

Aglacusca 

For Better Back Packing 

Write for Free Brochure: 

BUDD DAVIS PACKS 
Dept. X2 
1150 No. 205th Street 
Seattle 33, Washington 

THE INCOMPARABLE 

JUILTIVarl. 
for illustrated 

brochure, please write: 

A. I. KELTY MFG. CO. 
1807 VICTORY 53OULEVARD 

P.O. BOX 3453 

GLENDALE 1, CALIFORNIA 

Trailblazer p.o. box 1 highlands, n.c. 

TRAILBLAZER BACKPACKER 
2-man pup tent 
architect +designed 
2 pounds 12 ounces 
sewn-in groundcloth 
zippered mosquito netting 
lightweight egyptian cotton 
aluminum front pole 
$44.75 postpaid U.S.A. 

backpack, mountain and camp equipment 

Tents 

Sleeping Bags 

Kletterschuhe 

Climbing Boots 

Norwegian String Underwear 

Camping Equipment 

Other Related Items 

Free Brochure Available Upon Request 

kuJJ craint 
I MPOR T 

EXPORT 

P.O. BOX 30221• DALLAS. TEXAS 

Dear Editor: 

Having climbed the Matterhorn in the 

same week as Mr. Pfeiffer, my two 

sons and I got a big kick out of his 

unvarnished account in your last issue. 

Did Mr. Pfeiffer ever find out what all 

the mad hurry was about? Not, as I 

thought, due to rockfall or inclement 

weather, but merely due to a shortage 

of mattresses in the guides' quarters 

at the Belvedere hut. The few cots 

available are assigned on a first-come-

first-served basis, and any guide who 

arrives after 1 p.m. hasn't got a 

chance. No wonder the poor tourists 

are driven like mules! 

The climber's backside pictured on 

page 18 we recognize as belonging to 

our own guide, Gottfried Perren, who, 

at 72, is the oldest active guide in 

Zermatt. In summer he still climbs the 

Matterhorn, sometimes as often as six 

days a week, on an unlikely diet of 

lard and pernod; in winter he teaches 

an intermediate class in the Zermatt 

ski school, and in fall he chases his 

large herd of sheep on the mountain 

meadows. It is the last named activity 

which, he claims, keeps him in trim. 

Susan Martin 

Ross, California 
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Where Experts 
Come 

g. to Buy 
Join this 25-year-old sportsmen's 
cooperative whose members include 
mountaineers, professional guides, 
campers, skiers, skin divers, sports-
men and scout leaders. Domestic 
and imported articles carefully 

screened and tested before they are offered. 
You enjoy low co-op prices and profit-sharing 
plan. Write for catalog. 

Scouts-Campers-Fishermen-Hunters 
Backpackers-Mountaineers-Climbers 

BASIC 
NIOUNTAREERING 

The only book of its kind, 
designed to provide the basic • 

knowledge necessary to travel 
safely in the mountains and the 
desert. Presented in a concise, 
illustrated, highly readable form. 

$2. 00 a copy-or quantity rates. 

Sierra Club, San Diego Chapter 
P. 0. B. 525 San Diego, California 

Looking for a new pair of boots.2  

try our . . . 

KRONHOFER BOOTS 

from Tyrol, Austria 

Superbly handcrafted for 

toughest demands 

FIT TO PERFECTION 

HOLUBAR 
Boulder, Colorado 

Catalog of complete mountaineering 

equipment sent on ;equest. 

BOorila 
A large selection of imported and do-

mestic boots, favorite styles with top 
quality construction. A wide, variety 
of styles available: Trailwise Packer, 
Belluna, Americano, Lassen, Arlberg, 
Sella, Bernina, Monte Rosa, Zillertal, 
Lynx, Cortina, Spider, Civetta, Minaret 
Ski Touring, Bolzano and Mountain Boy. 

TRAILWISE 
MOUNTAINEERING 
SKIING CAMPING HIKING 

THE SKI HUT 
1615 UNIVERSITY 
AVENUE • BERKELEY 

CALIFORNIA 

WRITE FOR 
YOUR FREE '63 
TRAILWISE 

CATALOG 

"Vkliv 

Dear Editor: 
Tom Higgins posed the question 

about the place of competition in 
climbing, particularly in Yosemite 
Valley. I offer my views on the subject 
as a one time Yosemite climber who 
entered in quite freely in the competi-
tion. 

Granted, competition develops some 
personal animosities and a sense of 
pride which seems to some newcomers 
as offensive. However, competition, as 
in all fields of endeavor, results in 
excellence and competence in the 
climbers because of the high standards 
it imposes. Excellence in climbing iS 
important because it means a greater 
margin of safety and a better knowl-
edge of ones limitations. I would say 
that those climbs done in record times 
and with minimum amounts of direct 
aid have probably been done most 
safely. 

Competition in Yosemite has also 
brought about a set of ethics regarding 
placing of bolts and pitons, and climb-
ing styles. This set of ethics is in 
concordance with conservation and has 
seemed to be imbued with the artistic 
sense of what is correct and leaves 
less to the chance of the individual 
whim which has not necessarily been 
tempered by the feelings of the climb-
ing community. 
Finally, for those who are idealists 

in Ullman's sense in their climbing, I 

say enter into the competition and 
your ideals will be fulfilled. I say so 
because any person who makes more 
difficult routes and does new fifth 
class moves on formerly sixth class 
pitches and searches for greater dif-
ficulties will probably fight the only 
"battle worth the winning" against his 
fear, and he will win the battle against 
ignorance by discovering his limits 
and himself. This is the fulfillment of 
the ideal as expressed by James 
Ramsey Ullman. 

William Amborn 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Reeteatiootae ereifrotemt ?He. 

DEPT. S 
523 PIKE ST., SEATTLE 1, WASH. 
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LIGHTWEIGHT 
MOUNTAINEERING 

HIKING AND CLIMBING 
GEAR 

SPORT CHALET 
951 Foothill Blvd., P.O. Box 186 

La Canada, California 

ask for free catalog 

Fast, Personal Mail Order Service 

—HICKORY FARMS OF OHIO— 

"BEEF STICK" 
"No Pepper" "No Garlic" 
"No Vinegar" "No Pork" 

FOR SPORTSMEN • 

A MUST for Fishing, Hunting, 
Camping, Picnics, Boating, Pack-
ing Trips—Because of its long 
lasting freshness—will keep with-
out refrigeration. 

"Guaranteed Satisfaction 
and Safe Delivery" 

—No Charge for Mailing- 

100% Pure Beef 
Hickory Farms of Ohio 

Western Division 
P. 0. Box 3306, Van Nuys, Calif. 

Approx. 4 lb. beef sticks are $5.98 ea. includ-
ing all packing and mailing. Send check or 

money order. 
Please ship me  Beef Sticks at $5.98 ea. 
171 New Customer El Old Customer 

To 

GOLD MEDAL -- Calif. State Fair Award 

New and out-of-print books on moun-
taineering, history of Western U.S., and 
many other specialties. We are also in-
terested in buying single volumes and 
libraries. 

DAWSON'S BOOK SHOP 
550 S. Figueroa St., Los Angeles 17, 

California. Phone MAdison 6-6729. 

New Ensolite lined climbing boots made 

to order for cold weather climbing. Guar-

anteed satisfactory fit. Write for measur- 

ing directions. $38.50, plus postage. 

Listing of down sleeping bags and other 

climbing gear mailed on request. 

Peter Limmer & Sons 
. Intervale, New Hampshire 

Dear Editor: 
The present controversy over the 

National Climbing Classification Sys-
tem seems to center around the method 

to designate fine distinctions in 5th 

class climbing. 
According to the chart prepared by 

Ortenburger in the May 1963 Summit, 

the decimal system 5.0 is equivalent 
to class 4 in the NCCS (this is derived 

by comparing the Tahquitz Rock col-

umn to the NCCS column). The highest 

difficulty encountered in the NCCS is 

10, in the decimal system it is 5.10. 

Thus, the decimal system affords 11 

levels of 5th class difficulty, the 

NCCS 7. Are 7 levels of difficulty 

enough to make the fine distinction in 

5th class climbing? It would seem so. 

At the higher degrees of difficulty 

the NCCS numbers correspond well 

with the decimals in the decimal sys-

tem; at the lower levels of class 5 

climbing, one NCCS number is equiva-

lent to a range of 2 to 3 decimal points. 

For instance, class 5 is equivalent to 

decimal 5.3 and 5.4. 
As far as contradicting customary 

usage is concerned, the NCCS really 

has only one feature which would 

cause serious confusion—namely, that 

class 4 in the NCCS is not like tradi-

tional class 4, but is instead easiest 

class 5 (according to the Ortenburger 

chart). If the NCCS were set up so that 

its class 5 did correspond to class 5 

in traditional usage, this problem 

would be licked—at the loss of one 

level of class 5 difficulty. The result 

of this change would be to have 6 

levels of 5th class difficulty, from 5 

to 10. In addition, there would also be 

4 levels of easier climbing as has 

been the tradition. 
The NCCS is clearly a good idea to 

unify the ratings of climbs throughout 

the United States, and the idea of a 

series of whole integers for rating 

pitches of 5th class difficulty is a 

logical, sensible plan. 

We would like to bring up another 

point regarding the NCCS. 
An attempt has been made to equate 

climbing on snow and ice with climb-
ing on rock. The two types of climbing 

are quite different. Only in artificial 

climbing would the actual procedures 

be similar. In any case, the type of 

equipment used in the two kinds of 

climbing is different. The NCCS should 

distinguish snow and ice from rock, 

Your Letters 

even though it does equate their diffi-

culty. For example: 
In the North Cascades of Washington 

climbers encounter both snow and ice, 
and rock; sometimes only one type is 

encountered. Suppose a climber reads 

a route description as III, 6, A2. Should 

he take crampons? Should he take ice 

screw pitons? This route description, 

accurate in regard to difficulty, is am-

biguous in regard to actual climbing to 
be encountered and equipment needed. 

Therefore, we propose adding an S to 
designate snow and ice. Thus, the 

above hypothetical climb would be 

more precisely described this way: 

III, 6, 2S, A2. Therefore, the climber 

would take crampons but leave his ice 

screw pitons behind. And he might just 

stick a pair of klettershuhes in his 

pack for good measure. 

In summary, we feel that the NCCS is 

a fine idea and that the individual 
pitch classification would be adequate 

and logical with 10 levels of difficulty, 

6 for fine distinctions in 5th class 

climbing. In addition, an S should be 
appended to indicate a pitch on snow 

and ice. 

John D. Lindstrom 

Bob Napier 

Eugene, Oregon 
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The Yosemite Special 

This pack was used successfully for 
hauling and carrying loads on both of 
the 1963 ascents of the Diamond, East 
Face Longs Peak. 

ALP SPOPT 

1."Colorado of 

P.O. Box 1081 Boulder, Colorado 

The Finest Quality 

Packs and Tents 

catalog sent on request 

Southern California residents see 

ALP SPORT packs at the 

A. I. KELTY MFG. CO., Glendale 

RAINIER GUIDE SERVICE 

& MOUNTAINEERING 

SCHOOL, INC. 

America's Finest Mountaineering 
Schools —Serving a Growing 

Need for Quality 

Instruction 

2650 University Village 

Seattle 5, Washington 

pick up more supplies; needless to 

say, it saved making some uncomfort-

able nights on the face. There was 

only one bivouac needed and that was 

on the lower portion of the climb. 

ihe upper half of the climb is beauti-

ful, clean climbing, while the lower 

half is like another mountain with 

cracks that bottom out, expanding 

flakes and dirt in the jam cracks that 

seem to turn to mud quickly— just add 

rain. 

The overall climb was nip-n-tuck 

with the weather, which we found to be 

one of the biggest threats. A common 

feeling was that if anyone was caught 

on the climb in any sort of a summer 

Sierra shower, their chances of being 

washed off the face were extremely 

good. Fred and Herb, on a hasty re-

treat one afternoon, were caught in the 

5.8 chimney of the great tower; they 

said it was, like rappelling down 

through a 200-foot waterfall. When they 

reached the base camp their appear-

ance bore it out—they looked as 

though they had been swimming, not 

climbing. 
It was decided that the climb is 

about a Grade IV (Yosemite Stan-

dards). Herb felt that it compared with 

the southwest face of Half Dome. The 

route has a fantastic variety of climb-

ing, being very vertical with excellent 

exposure. Fred also came up with the 

analogy that it was like a gigantic-

sized Tahquitz Rock in both climbing 

composition and appearance. 

There were good crack systems which 

kept bolting to a minimum. The overall 

climb used about ten bolts and a very 

wide selection of pitons, from four-

inch bong bongs to knife blades. No 

rurps were needed, however, so it 

saves a little weight! 
When the weather broke for the best 

on the last two days of the climb, it 

made a perfect close for the summit of 
a magnificent dome. The view is more 
than spectacular, for the canyon walls 
rise to a height of nearly 7,000 feet,  

also being very vertical with some of 

the most awesome-looking overhangs 

I've ever seen. The dome itself has 

some arches that would make the 

Royal Arches of Yosemite look like a 

practice climb. They are found on the 

southeast face of the dome. 

It was well worth the effort and long 

hike to find such exhilarating climbing, 

and there is much more to be had back 

in that well-named Kings Canyon area. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

Ten cents per word. Payment must 

be enclosed with all orders. 

Offset horizontal pitons for all cracks 

up to 1/4 inch. Lengths from 1-1/4 to 
3 inch. Hand forged of chrome-moly 

steel, they give you strength without 

excess weight. For information write 

CMI, Box 2083, Denver, Colorado. 
80201. 

In need of addition to your present 

pool of talents? Having liquidated 

business I seek new fields of endeav-

or. Thrive on hard work. Funds avail-

able for investment. Essential consid-

eration long term potential equity 

participation. Residing in Midwest, 

will relocate. Forward all answers to 

1720 Monroe St., Fvanstnn, Illinois. 

ARIZONA SCENIC GUIDE by Weldon 

F. Heald. Maps, photos, descriptions 

of mountains, forests, deserts, can-

yons, lakes, and how to get there. 

$1.50, postpaid. Apt. B-2, 2525 North 

Alvernon Way, Tucson, Arizona. 

BACK ISSUES of SUMMIT for 1962, 
$5.00, postpaid. Unbound. Also Summit 

Reprints, $2.00, postpaid, containing 
some of the outstanding articles pub-

lished from 1955-1960. Write Summit, 
Big Bear Lake, California. 

rrelaipite IDorn.e 
continued from inside front cover 
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Custom 

made 

by 

for your most 

comfortable bivouac 

a Cagoule and Pied d'Elephant 

of NYLON REEVAIR 

—the new fabric that breathes, but is 
absolutely watertight. Each garment 
will pack into a 70 cu. in. carrying 
sack. We are prepared to detail these 
garments to your specifications. 

Also of NYLON REEVAIR 
Sleeping bag covers 

Two-man Zidarsky-type bivouac sacs 

Overtrousers 

Please write for catalog and 
personal service to 

Thomas Quinn 
1055 9th Street, Boulder, Colorado 

)c\,  

OLD CLIMBERS NEVER DIE... 

Courtesy of UTE Alpine Club, University of Utah 

A Mountaineer's Will. . 

FOR THOSE WHO WANT THE VERY BEST . . . 

Having disposed of my material pos-
sessions, I now turn to those items 
I hold in great esteem but which are 
without material value in this life. 

To all of my children I leave the 
most important things of my life: the 
sparkle of sunlight on the snow in the 
cool sun of early morning after a new 
snowfall, the blue of ice in a serac 
poised against a blue sky, the clean, 
firm grip of good rock, the music oi a 
tiny stream in an Alpine meadow, the 
smell of heather in bloom, the grace-
ful, tilted head of an avalanche lily, 
the clink of pitons and carabiners, the 
sing of a primus in darkness az high 
camp, the flicker oj flashlights in the 
pre-dawn climb, and the indescribable 
beauty of an Alpine dawn from high on 
a mountain. 

The feel of comradeship as the team 
moves swiftly up the face, the mo-
ments when fingers of fear clench at 
your insides on exposure, and perhaps 
moments of terror, the knowledge that 
life and death ace sure, swift, and 
true. 

But above all, I leave to you, my 
beloved children, those few short mo- 

ments of attainment and peace on the 
summit, secure in the knowledge you 
have conquered not the mountain so 
much as yourself. Those few moments 
in the sunlight you share with God, 
who has written his signature all 
about you as you sit in the magnificent 
cathedral in the sky created by God, 
for God, and which we mortals can 
share but a brief time. Where you must 
accept the ultimate truth that we have 
but one end in our short life, before 
you descend again to the burdens of 
the world, to shoulder the cross ol 
responsibility to the family. 

I know not whether you, my children, 
will follow in my steps to the Al-pine 
world, and as a father I hope that you 
will and, yet, knowing all too vividly 
the mountain dangers, I also fear that 
you will. But whether you go to the 
high places or view them from afar off 
as the sunset paints a crimson glory 
across the sky, and the light slips 
from the mountain meadow, remember 
the restless spirit of your father amid 
the moss and heather, seeking ever his 
eternal rest with God. 

— Paul M. Williams 

In Lightweight Equipment . . . 

Tents, Sleeping Bags, Cooking Gear 

Packs, Anoraks, Climbing Boots 

Thomas Black & Sons Articles 

Southwestern Stockist of Holubar Equipment 

1\ 6* Write for FREE Brochure 1  

34i.g laPcuad 

Outtiftem 
P. 0. BOX 121 

RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 

3593 Eighth Street — Corner 8th & Orange 
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Photo: The Mt. Everest Foundation 

Gerry Himalayan Tent on first success-
ful Everest Climb 1953. 

Photo by Dee Molenaar 

Gerry Himalayan Tent on Mt. Rainier 
Shakedown. Ten were purchased for 
their high camps. 

The Gerry Mountain Parka. A radio 
order from base camp brought sixty of 
these Parkas Air Mail to the Expedi-
tion while on the mountain. 

Vacuum-packed down insulated Gerry 
Survival Suits were ordered by the Ex-
pedition for emergency use on the 
mountain. 

Gerry supplied seven special Cable Lad-
ders and sixty Millet Ski Mountaineer-
ing Packs shown here going over the top 
on a Mt. Rainier ice wall. 

WELL DONE 
EVEREST 

SIX MEN GAIN SUMMIT BY TWO DIFFERENT ROUTES 
Gerry Mountain Sports Congratulates the Everest Team 

on their Tremendous Achievement. 

Also purchased from Gerry: Hundreds of Drawstring Clamps, R A Formula Vitamins, Glucose Tablets, Fruit Sour Drops, 
Berec Headlamps. This equipment as used on Everest can be seen at our stores and dealers in Boulder, Denver, San Fran- 
cisco, Seattle, Estes Park, Jackson Hole and Ogden, Utah, Or drop a postcard for our FREE CATALOG 

GERRY MOUNTAIN SPORTS, DEPT. 29, P.O. BOX 910, BOULDER, COLO. 




