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It seems like only yesterday we came together 
and sat around the fire telling strange tales of 
travel in low and stimulating voices. 

Of rivers and lonely valleys, green with the ver-
dant kiss of spring, and of barren rock cliffs lead-
ing to a quiet alpine summit, of endless tracks 
over endless glaciers. 

And now, though a leaf of speeding time has lost 
itself, I feel the pull of an unresting force — the 
muse who escorts me on journey after tortuous 
journey. 

My skin is hungry for the taste of biting ice blown 
by a furious gale and my feet long to stand once 
more upon a snowy mountain summit; I want to 
kiss the heavens once again and embrace the 
tingling warmth of united oneness — of the 
mountain and myself. 

— Michael MacCannell 



Dear Editor: 
I read with interest the story An 

En-Lightening Experience by Wes Lo-
der in the June issue of Summit. Four 
years ago in September, 1969, I was 
near the summit of a Colorado peak 
when a bolt struck so near that the 
impact threw me to the ground and 
broke my leg. (See the AAC Accidents 
in North American Mountaineering 
for that year for details). 

I have been climbing the high peaks 
in Colorado for years, and Loder's 
description of his experience is only 
too true, as thousands of Colorado 
climbers will testify. However, from 
the experience of my accident I would 
like to add two items that should 
cause climbers added concern to the 
dangers. 

Prior to my accident, I was 
aware of a storm across the valley 
with lightning striking one or more 
miles away. Judging from the direc-
tion of the wind, I was certain the 
storm was moving away from me. In 
fact, there were patches of blue sky 
above. Then the bolt struck and broke 
my leg. 

Prior to the accident I wasn't 
aware of any sign of static electricity. 
Knowing there was a storm in the dis-
tance I was looking for the familiar 
buzzing sound. I had every reason to 
feel safe. After the bolt struck, though, 
those near me stated there was some 
static for a few minutes following the 
strike. 

I am passing this on to correct the 
impression many have (including my-
self then) that as long as the storm 
is a distance away, and as long as 
there is no static electricity, the 
climber is safe. 

David C. Hart 
Denver, Colorado  

Dear Editor, 
It is indeed unfortunate that mem-

bers of the mountaineering commu-
nity find it so difficult to treat with 
civility those who share a common in-
terest. Upon reading your June issue, 
I felt compelled to make these com-
ments, although as a regular reader of 
Summit, I have become increasingly 
distressed with the many tactless let-
ters to the editor which continually 
berate, belittle, and chastise those who 
have attempted to make worthwhile 
contributions to the publication. 

It seems that issues toward which 
these caustic criticisms are directed 
are divisible into two distinct cate-
gories — (1) misstatements of fact, and 
(2) differences of experience and re-
sulting opinion. Criticism of the for-
mer type has generally involved petty 
quibbling over insignificant details 
which usually serves only to generate 
irritability and deserves no further 
comment. Those of the latter category 
have proceeded so far as to be tanta-
mount to character assassinations. 

Analogizing to one's own experi-
ences is not always reliable. An analy-
sis of another's experiences, percep-
tions, and resulting opinions is en-
titled to absolute credibility only upon 
a showing of the analysts' intimate 
personal involvement in the precise 
experiential context being analyzed. 
Absent this contextual identity, it 
would seem that any strong-worded 
characterization of another's experi-
ences borders on an "arrogance" not 
dissimilar in magnitude to that de-
scribed in a recent article which casti-
gated Arlene Blum, inasmuch as it 
tends to exalt the validity of one's 
own perceptions over those of others 
by mere bootstrapping. It would seem 
that a person is as entitled to learn 
from his own experience as he is from 
those of others. 

While I must admit my own pro-
pensity for indulging in such literary 
frankness, I wonder if perhaps the use 
of sarcasms and strong-worded char-
acterizations might be indicative of a 
form of intellectual insecurity. Genu-
ine skill and sensitivity are best ex-
hibited by those who convey their dis-
approval in a tactful, non-injurious 
manner. 

I should like to commend John 
Mendenhall for exemplifying such a  

mature sensitivity in his letter in the 
June, 1973 issue. Let us not allow the 
mountaineering community to be frag-
mented by devisive commentary which 
serves only to inflate some egos at the 
expense of others. 

Charles Crismier III 
Pasadena, California 

Dear Editor: 
I read with interest Galen Rowell's 

"A Eulogy for the Bugaboos" and ap-
preciated his views. From different 
junctures in life one gets different 
perspectives. 

There are two observations I would 
like to correct. If the inference is that 
the boards and logs of the "quaint log 
cabins at the road head" disappeared 
into our lodge, then I must inform you 
that these cabins were burned down 
by the B. C. Forest Service, because 
they were an "unnecessary eyesore" 
(their observation). 

Regarding the garbage at Boulder 
Camp, the Canadian guides and Cana-
dian Mountain Holidays have taken 
the lead in trying to keep Boulder 
Camp clean, in the face of very little 
cooperation from other climbers. 
While there are climbers at Boulder 
Camp who tread very gently, there 
are, unfortunately, some who display 
their dislike of us by throwing their 
garbage all over Boulder Camp, be-
cause they know that we will pick it 
up. 

That the B. C. Government sent a 
group of youths in there to clean up 
was a very welcome gesture, but the 
amount of garbage they collected was 
nothing when compared to the many 
hours that our staff spends at Boulder 
Camp, collecting, sorting and burning 
garbage; and to the 70 odd bags of 
garbage that we fly down from Boul-
der Camp each year at our expense. 

To everything else that was attrib-
uted to me, I stand up to be counted. 

Hans Gmoser 
Banff, Alberta, Canada 

Dear Editor; 
After reading Galen Rowell's article 

on the Bugaboos, I decided to strike 
a blow against mewling and puking. 
"Old" climbers must quit crying about 
how it "ain't the way it used to be." 
They must get on with the business 

to page 28, please 
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The highest peak (21,000 feet) visible from our base camp has a 70,000-foot face. 
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Letters from the Mountains, No. 10 

vace teat, cosaat to ceemi„, 
By Arlene Blum 

"If you really want to climb, don't go to the 
Himalaya." — H. W. Tilman 
Dear Z., 

Thought you might like to see the photos from 
one of our more dubious ventures. We'd heard ru-
mors of a range of beautiful mountains about 
20,000 feet high, and thought we'd spend a month 
or so investigating and doing some good climbs. 
What a month! Ten days of hassle trying to lo-
cate the mountains was followed by twenty days 
of trekking made memorable by the 150 pounds of 
climbing gear we dragged along. 

Our efforts to locate the mountains were re-
warded by a vague sketch map of the approach. 
A hot crowded thirteen-hour bus ride was fol-
lowed by three days of minor disasters. Various 
locals assured us the mountains were in various 
directions. Still not too sure the mountains ac-
tually existed, we set out hesitantly. Our confi-
dence was further eroded when Joel's voodoo 
bracelet turned black forecasting his imminent 
death. 

For two days and thirty miles we walked above 
the Maraw River to Sondar. Nomad caravans, 
blank-faced peasants, elegant women with fine 
jewelry, pant suits and gold-trimmed scarfs, the 
mule trains that carry all supplies to people liv-
ing in this remote area, and men with briefcases 
and umbrellas, looking as though they were on 
their way to the office, all amicably shared this 
trail. 

From Sondar we entered the gorge of the Nanth 
Nallah River in the rain. Occasionally we got tan-
talizing glimpses of granite domes, pinnacles and 
towers. Mostly we got wet. To our surprise, the 
trail was bordered with tall leafy green grass and 
fir trees. 

Late the fourth day we reached our base camp 
at Sallarchin and a view of boiling clouds. Occa-
sionally it wpuld clear a little, revealing steep ice 
and rock faces towering to over 20,000 feet. Our 
camp was at only 11,000 feet in a green meadow. 
Around us were moraines from which the peaks 
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rose precipitously. We could not get much higher 
without serious climbing. Fortunately, rain soon 
began to pelt down, so we had an excuse not to 
try. 

Well, these peaks were not our style, but per-
haps there was something a bit more suitable 
about. We christened the 14,000-foot moraine 
across from our camp "Easy Peak," and decided 
to wander up it to look for something to climb. 
The first assault on Easy Peak was abandoned 
due to heavy rain. The following day it rained so 
much we didn't even get out of our sleeping bags. 
At last on the seventh day we made it to the top 
of Easy Peak. The view confirmed our guess that 
Easy would be the only climb of the trip. 

Unfortunately for us, all the peaks seemed to 
involve very steep climbs of 6,000 to 10,000 feet 
on high angle granite and ice. The granite looked 
smooth, the ice hard, the icefalls very broken and 
the possibilities terrifying. There were huge cor-
nices and hanging glaciers here and there to add 
objective danger. 

The highest peak we could see had a 10,000-
foot high ice face averaging at least sixty degrees. 
Across from us an upside down ice-cream cone 
rose unapproachably to over 20,000 feet. There 
was a vertical granite face rising smoothly 6,000 
feet above the glacier—rather like two El 
Capitans. 

"Let's take up hill walking," I gulped. "I didn't 
really want to climb anyhow." 

After another day of looking at the mountains, 
we retreated, and spent the remainder of our time 
taking the scenic route back to civilization. An 
eighty-mile walk was substituted for the dreaded 
thirteen-hour bus ride. 

We later found out that there had been about 
five other groups of climbers in this area but none 
of the major peaks have been climbed. These 
mountains are mostly unnamed and unexplored, 
and would be a good place for someone who really 
wanted to climb. 

Sincerely, A. 
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One of the local men of the area displays a colorful beard. 
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ABOVE: A 21,000-foot peak visible from base camp. 
BELOW: Base camp at 11,000 feet. 



Braman Bal, the highest peak in the Kistwar Himal. Most of these peaks are unnamed. 
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This steep rock face extends from 12,000 to 21,000 feet in the Kistwar Himal region. 7 



Solar 

"Young mountaineers look old, 
Old mountaineers look young." 

This well-known statement is generally true of 
those who have participated in serious mountain 
climbing over a number of years. Less well-known, 
perhaps, are the reasons for the appearance of 
aging in those who so actively engage in the stren-
uous sport of mountaineering. While the climber 
keeps his blood vessels, nerves and muscles in 
better shape than most people because of inten-
sive exercise, the effect of the sun's rays on his 
skin give the appearance of premature aging. 

At or near sea level earthlings rejoice in the 
sunshine, without which life on earth could not 
exist, but on top of Mt. Everest (29,028') un-
shielded human skin could not long endure the in-
tense ultraviolet rays. At lower elevations, clouds, 
fog, dust, smoke, smog and water vapor filter out 
enough of the lethal and intense short-wave 
lengths to make life possible. Even on Everest 
there are enough fine particles in the air to make 
the sky a deep blue. 

A constant screen against the potentially harm-
ful, very short-wave lengths of the spectrum — 
the ultraviolet and still shorter lengths — is oxy-
gen, which absorbs these rays and forms ozone. 
Ozone, in turn, blocks out almost all the ultravio-
let and X-ray wave lengths of the spectrum so 
that 99 percent of the solar energy reaching our 
earth at sea level is composed of harmless infra- 
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red and longer rays. This is simply not true at 
higher elevations and the climber can be seriously 
exposed because there is not enough particulate 
matter or oxygen to filter out the harmful ultra-
violet rays. 

It is worth mentioning here that clothing made 
of artificial fibers (perlon, nylon, etc.) in contrast 
to wool, form no protection against ultraviolet 
rays. The eyes must be protected from the short 
wave ultraviolet rays and snow glasses should be 
bought for their ultraviolet-absorbing qualities. 
Actually, snow blindness (sunburn of the mucuous 
membranes, the retina of the eyes) is often due 
to snow glasses not having been worn in mist or 
haze when the mountaineer underestimates the 
amount of solar radiation. 

The concern of most people is the painfulness 
of a sunburn. They rarely think of the harm the 
skin has suffered. In reality, the pain is the least 
important. It will be gone shortly, but the skin has 
suffered permanent damage which will make you 
look old and weather-beaten before your time. 

What happens is that the energy of light forces 
some of the rays through the outer skin or epi-
dermis, into the dermis or deeper layers where it 
causes structural changes in the skin. There is a 
loss of collagen, a gelatinlike protein, a reduction 
of fatty substances which hide surface veins, 
cover bony joints and help give the face and hands 
their soft curves. Without this overlying padding, 
the face and back of the hands become angular 
and knobby. In hands that are exposed much, the 
large veins stand out and the tendons and bones 
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Radiation and Skin 

are covered with a thin, easily torn skin. We 
think of this as aging, but most of it is solar 
damage. 

There are several factors in a person's ability 
to tolerate sun. Blonde, light-complexioned, blue-
eyed people are much more susceptible than dark-
haired, brown-eyed, olive- or dark-skinned ones. 
If you have blue eyes and naturally red hair your 
exposure time is almost nil, but a brown-eyed 
redhead can probably stand as much sun as a 
blue-eyed blonde. Surprisingly, an olive-skinned, 
blue-eyed individual may burn more readily than 
a brown-eyed blonde. There are many factors, 
however, which can upset this rule of the sun. 
Many common drugs sensitize people. Among 
these are medications for diabetes, water pills, 
antibiotics, deodorant soaps, cosmetics, tranquil-
izers and surprisingly, alcohol in any form — beer, 
wine or hard liquor. 

Fortunately, the sun exposure that threatens 
damage to the skin also hastens its protection. 
The immediate effect is an initial tanning of the 
skin within a few minutes after exposure, be-
lieved to be brought about by the darkening of 
pale melanin already present in the skin. In the 
next couple of days the body moves melanin gran-
ules upward from other regions to the irritated 
surface. This increases the darkening. True tan-
ning, the production of new melanin, is rather slow 
and takes about nineteen days. The amount of 
melanin is the skin's main defense against sun-
burn. Another protector is the horny layer of 
cells at the skin's surface. The layer scatters and  

absorbs radiation, and it becomes thicker with re-
peated exposures and so helps prevent damage to 
the deeper layers. 

For ultimate protection from ultraviolet rays 
at higher elevations, climbers should use light-
absorbing sun protectants. The widest used group 
is the PABA (para-amino-benzoic-acid) prepara-
tions, such as PreSun or Pabanol. These allow 
you to tan but will filter out the sunburn rays. 
Another group is the benzophenones which filter 
out many of the near visible light spectrums as 
well as the ultraviolet wave lengths. Popular 
brands are Uval and Solbar. The third group in-
cludes red veterinary petrolatum (sold as R.V.P.) 
with various additives to block out all light. This 
group includes glacier cream. They are greasy but 
stay on longer than others. They also provide a 
base for a sun-protecting lipstick (RVPaba sun-
stick) which can be used on the nose and cheeks. 
It is excellent for the person who gets fever blis-
ters or cold sores. 

REFERENCES 
1F. Daniels, Jr., J. C. van der Leun, and B. E. Johnson. 
Sunburn. Scient. Am. 219:38, 1968. 

21. Willis. Sunlight and the skin. J.A.M.A. 219:1088, 1971. 
3 J B. Howell. Skin cancer. Skin 1:197, 1962. 
4  H. S. Diehl. Healthful Living. New York, McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., 1964, P.  207. 

5  A. L. Lorencz. Physiological and pathological changes in 
skin from sunburn and suntan. J.A.M.A. 173:1227, 1960. 

6  A. M. Kligman. Early destructive effect on human skin. 
J.A.M.A. 210:2377, 1969. 

7  F. Kahn. Man in Structure and Function. (Translated 
from the German by George Rosen.) New York, Alfred A. 
Knopf, Inc., 1943, p. 191. 
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Himalayan Expeditions 
Italian Everest Expedition 1973 

This was the most costly Everest Expedition 
and had a total of 64 members. Seven reached 
the summit via the South Col in two separate at-
tempts. It was the first Everest Expedition to use 
helicopters to lift equipment and food over the 
icefall from Base Camp to Camp II in the Western 
Cwm. Two helicopters were used and when one 
crashed in the West Cwm, another was sent from 
Italy. Officially, the expedition had permission to 
use the helicopters for rescue operations only, but 
this restriction was openly ignored. A large mess 
tent was lifted up to Camp II and regular food 
supplies were flown up to Camp II. It was re-
ported that Camp II received regular supplies of 
fresh vegetables from Kathmandu in one day. The 
vegetables were flown from Kathmandu to Lukla 
and then from Lukla to Camp II via Base Camp 
by helicopter. The vegetables left Kathmandu at 
about 0730 hours and were at Camp II that 
afternoon. 

American Dhaulagiri I Expedition 

Led by Dr. James Morrissey, the 17-member 
American Expedition succeeded in placing Louis 
Reichardt, John Roskelley and Nawang Sonden 
(Assistant Sardar) on the summit via the NE 
Ridge. The original intention was to climb the 
mountain by a new SE Ridge route, but the ex-
treme "knife edge" nature of the ridge above the 
SE Col made this route unclimbable for this ex-
pedition. They then climbed by the route used by 
the Swiss in 1960 and the Japanese in 1970. 

The expedition made history by being supplied 
by air drops carried out by Captain Emil Wick 
of the Swiss Pilatus Aircraft Company (under 
contract to Royal Nepal Airlines) with a Swiss 
Pilatus Porter aircraft. More than eight tons of 
supplies were dropped in 16 flights. 

They climbed the mountain without the use of 
oxygen except for medical purposes. This is con-
trary to a previous report which stated that the 
American Expedition had purchased a large quan- 
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tity of oxygen from Britain's Chris Bonnington 
and had decided to use it for climbing. The oxy-
gen bottles were purchased for resale to the Japa-
nese hotel in the Solu Khumbu. Fifty bottles went 
to the hotel and 20 were retained to replace the 
expedition's medical supply, thus freeing some 
bottles for use by Emil Wick during the air drops. 

Czechoslovak Expedition to Makalu 

This 19-member group failed on their attempt 
to climb Makalu, 27,805', by a new route on the 
SW Ridge. The expedition was abandoned after 
a serious accident to one member. Jan Kounicky 
was a member of a party going up from Camp V 
to establish Camp VI from where the summit bid 
was to be made. His oxygen failed, he stopped and 
took off his oxygen mask, then fell. He was se-
riously injured and died at Camp V five days later. 

Japanese Annapurna I Expedition 

This small 11-man expedition failed to climb 
Annapurna I, 26,845', after making two summit 
bids during which they reached within 50 meters 
of the summit but were forced to withdraw be-
cause of high winds and exhaustion. On May 18 
while descending the mountain four Japanese and 
one Sherpa were swept to their death by a snow 
avalanche. 

Manaslu 

With only eight team members, a West German 
Expedition succeeded in climbing 26,760-foot Ma-
naslu by a new route on the East Face. Dr. Ger-
hard Schmatz, leader, Siegfried Hupfauer and 
Sherpa Sardar Urken reached the summit on April 
22. 

Japanese Kanjiroba Expedition 

Kanjiroba Peak was not attempted. The expe-
dition climbed an unnamed peak of 21,850 feet 
southeast of the main peak. All members except 
the leader reached the summit. This 6-man group 
is typical of small expeditions climbing modest 
virgin peaks, but which are not allowed under the 
present rules for mountaineering in Nepal unless 
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application is made for one of the major "permit-
ted" peaks (with no intention of climbing it) and 
then a nearby lower peak is attempted. The Kan-
jiroba Range is very suitable for this sort of mini-
expedition. 

Annapurna II 

One member of this small 6-man Japanese Ex-
pedition reached the summit at 2030 hours in 
bright moonlight on May 6. At 0600 hours three 
members set out for the summit bid from Camp V, 
the route being a long snow ridge. Sometime after 
setting out it was discovered that the camera and 
summit flags had been left at Camp V and one 
member returned to collect them. At mid-day, the 
remaining two were still 600 meters below the 
summit and one decided to stop and prepare a  

bivy site while the other member pushed on by 
himself. The summit man spent the night in the 
bivy on the descent and returned the next 
morning. 

Yalung Kang Japanese Expedition 

Two climbers of this 15-man team reached the 
27,625-foot summit via the southeast ridge on 
May 14. After reaching the summit the two climb-
ers spent the night in a bivy which could be seen 
from base camp. On May 15 watchers at base 
camp saw two figures at the bivy site. One figure 
was seen to leave (to look for some dumped oxy-
gen), one figure stayed. The man who stayed just 
disappeared and nothing is known as to what 
happened to him. A later search party found the 
broken shaft of his ice axe near the oxygen dump! 

FUTURE HIMALAYAN EXPEDITIONS 

His Majesty's Government of Nepal has granted 
permission to the following expeditions: 

Autumn, 1973 

Dhaulagiri IV, 25,133', British Dhaulagiri Expedi-
tion, Great Britain. 
Dhaulagiri V, 24,992', Hosei University Associa-

tion, Japan. 
Kangbachen, 2 5,92 5', Rikko University Alpine 

Club, Japan. 

Spring, 1974 

Lhotse, 27,809', Archives for Himalayan Research. 
Himal Chuli, 25,895', Centenarian Expedition of 

Bergamo, Italy. 
Janu, 25,294', Seijo University Alpine Club, 

Japan. 
Lamjung Himal, 22,991', Army Mountaineering 

Association, Hong Kong. 
Manaslu II, 24,652', Yokohama Mountaineering 

Association, Japan. 
Annapurna II, 26,041', German Alpine Associa-

tion, West Germany. 
Churen Himal, 24,184', Meihou Mountaineering 

Society, Japan. 
Kanjiroba, 22,583', Yamagata University Alpine 

Club, Japan. 
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Autumn, 1974 

Annapurna IV, 24,688', Dutch Annapurna Expe-
dition 1974, Holland. 

Pumori, 23,442', Himalayan Expedition of Alpine 
Club, Japan. 

Makalu I, 27,807', American Makalu Expedition 
1974, sponsored by Aspen Mountaineering 
Club, Colorado, U.S.A. 

Dhaulagiri V, 24,992', Italian Alpine Club, Italy. 
Churen, 24,184', Italian Academic Alpine Club 

Turin, Italy. 
Annapurna II, 26,041', Annapurna Himal Expedi-

tion, Japan. 

Spring, 1975 

Lhotse, 27,890', Italian Mountaineering Expedi-
tion Torino, Italy. 

Annapurna I, 26,545', German Alpine Association, 
West Germany. 

Yalungkang, 27,625', Austrian and German Alpine 
Association, Austria and Germany. 

Spring, 1976 

Dhaulagiri I, 26,795', Alpinisumus International 
Expedition, Italy. 
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In keeping with the purpose and intent of na-
tional parks — to manage them in as near their 
natural condition as possible — the cables on the 
North Face of 14,255-foot Longs Peak in Rocky 
Mountain National Park were removed on July 
20, 1973. They will remain out for the rest of the 
summer on an experimental basis. Climbers can 
continue to climb the mountain over the non-tech-
nical, but longer Keyhole Route, Park Superinten-
dent Roger J. Contor said. The route up the 
North Face will revert to a technical climb for 
those with the proper experience and equipment. 
What this really means is that people will be 
meeting Longs Peak on its own terms. 

The cables were first installed in 1925 by now 
retired Park Ranger Jack Moomaw. Generations 
of climbers from all over the country, and the 
world, have used the 3/4 -inch cable to assist them 
up a 55-degree rock slab at the 13,700-foot level. 
Beginning July 22 most climbers will be using the 
Keyhole Route which was first used in the 1870's. 

Added emphasis for the removal of the cables 
came with the passage of the Wilderness Preser-
vation Act of 1964. This act specified that only 
those lands essentially free of man-made facili-
ties, such as overhead telephone lines, roads, and  

buildings could be given consideration for this 
designation. If the Longs Peak area were to be 
proposed for wilderness within Rocky Mountain 
National Park, it would not qualify as long as the 
cables remained. 

Since 1925 there have been seven fatalities on 
the North Face and only one on the Keyhole 
Route. The increase in the number of climbers 
using the North Face has created other problems 
related to safety. Traffic jams have occurred where 
large numbers of people are trying to ascend as 
well as descend at the same time. Someone has 
to wait. The chances for accidentally kicking loose 
rocks on climbers below has increased accordingly. 

Longs Peak was named for Major Stephen H. 
Long who first sighted it in 1820 and provided the 
first written account. Although Indians had un-
doubtedly reached its summit, the first recorded 
ascent was made by one-armed Major John Wes-
ley Powell in 1868 — the same man to first navi-
gate the Colorado River through the Grand Can-
yon. Since this first recorded climb, many thou-
sands of people have climbed Longs Peak by over 
sixty different routes. As an example of the heavy 
use the mountain receives, 2,388 persons made its 
summit in a 16-day period, August 11 to 26, 1971. 
That's 150 people per day! 

*cgiitie9 
Mount McKinley (20,320') is, as most of us 

know, the highest mountain in North America. 
On clear days this massif, that extends for 150 
miles from the Nenana River on the east to Rainy 
Pass on the west, catches  the eye of all of us, es-
pecially the mountaineer. The apex of the Alaska 
Range, Mount McKinley, rises nearly 3,000' above 
its nearest rival, Mount Foraker, 17,400'. Twenty 
odd peaks rise above 10,000 feet around their 
bases and in the surrounding area. Snow falls have 
been recorded down to the 4,000-foot level in 
every month of the year. Mount McKinley Na- 
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By Steve Hackett, Seasonal Park Ranger 

tional Park encompasses a 3,030 square mile area 
part of which is the culmination of the Alaska 
Range. 

The mountaineering history of Mount McKin-
ley began about 1903 when Judge Wickersham 
and party attempted to climb it from the north. 
Subsequently numerous attempts, unsuccessful 
and successful, have been made on Mount Mc-
Kinley. To date 120 expeditions, that have been 
successful or partially successful, have trod on 
"The Great One" and a total of 609 persons have 
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been on the south (20,320') and/or north 
(19,470') summits. 

The following are statistics that have been com-
piled for the past 1972 climbing season: 14 expe-
ditions were successful or partially successful out 
of a total of 27 parties on the Mountain; of 188 
climbers, 86 made it to the south or north summit. 
A total of 8 injuries, sicknesses, and/or fatalities 
were reported: 3 injuries and 2 altitude sickness 
required evacuations; 3 fatalities occurred during 
a descent on the west projection of the south face. 
85 foreign climbers (45% of the total number) 
were on the Mountain during 1972: 60 Japanese, 
11 French, 7 German, 6 Swiss and 1 Spanish. 

For the 1973 climbing season the following in-
formation has been noted as of this date: 12 ex-
peditions have been on the Mountain; the first 
6 parties were unsuccessful and the last 6 groups 
have put 37 climbers on the south summit. All ex-
peditions except one (Muldrow Route) went up 
the West Buttress Route. As of June 25, there 
were 7 groups on the Mountain: 3 (46 climbers) 
on the West Buttress, 3 (32 climbers) on the 
Muldrow Glacier, and 1 (5 climbers) on the south 
face. Six more expeditions were scheduled to go 
on Mount McKinley during the rest of the climb-
ing season: 5 parties up the West Buttress Route 
and 1 more party up the Muldrow Glacier Route. 

The number of expeditions and climbers for this 
climbing season is very similar to the number last 
year. The trend is more groups traversing the 
Mountain (up the West Buttress and down the 
Muldrow Glacier) and more use of the Northern 
approach, the Muldrow Route. Both endeavors 
are more demanding than the route of ascent and 
descent by the West Buttress. Success seems to be 
less this year than in the past. Probably the main 
reason being the unseasonably severe weather 
conditions during May and the first part of June. 

Awareness of the garbage and trash problems 
on the most popular routes is becoming noticeable 
to the point that some groups are making efforts 
to remove it. Two parties, with the sole purpose 
of collecting and disposing of garbage and litter 
left by previous expeditions, were on the West 
Buttress Route this year. These parties, Denali 
Arctic Environmental Program #1 and #2, con- 
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sisted of 16 climbers sponsored by the University 
of Oregon's Outdoor Program and the American 
Alpine Club. 

Mountaineering activities in Mount McKinley 
National Park over the past five years has been on 
the increase. To help the visitor enjoy his moun-
taineering experience, the National Park Service 
has up-dated "Memo-87", a pamphlet on moun-
taineering. This information is meant for the 
mountaineer who plans to climb within Mount 
McKinley National Park. The regulations and 
suggestions contained within the pamphlet are de-
rived from experiences of Mount McKinley expe-
dition members, park administrators of four dec-
ades, and from recent consultants with prominent 
mountaineers. 

The following steps are necessary to participate 
in mountaineering expeditions (over 10,000') in 
Mount McKinley National Park: 

Obtain all information you can on the scope 
of your proposed climb. The Superintendent 
and his staff will be glad to help. 
At least 60 days prior to the expedition, sub-
mit to the Superintendent: 

Individual applications 
Physician's certificates 
Radio information (type to be used, fre-
quency, relay, etc.) 

To avoid confusion, it is imperative that one 
man handle all correspondence with the Na-
tional Park Service, Air Service, and other or-
ganizations. The expedition leader must be 
named and the name of the party must be 
on all correspondence. 

In addition, the Park Service would like parties 
to report to Park Headquarters by phone and/or 
in person before and upon returning from the 
climb. A mountaineering Park Ranger is ready to 
assist and help expeditions. Those who are un-
familiar with Mount McKinley and surrounding 
area — foreign groups particularly — can be as-
sisted on the best approach, with equipment, and 
what conditions to expect on the Mountain. 

Please send all inquiries, applications, and cor-
respondence to: Superintendent, Mount McKin-
ley National Park, P.O. Box 9, McKinley Park, 
Alaska 99755. 
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By Chuck Sipes 

When you think of the Mojave desert, you nor-
mally think of it as a vast desert region where it 
would be hard to find any rated rock climbing. I 
work for the State of California as a guide, lead-
ing month-long expeditions for the Intensive 
Treatment Survival Program and rock climbing is 
an important phase of our 26-day expeditions. I 
was overjoyed last year when we came across some 
beautiful and rugged mountain ranges while cross-
ing this most colorful area. 

I was to lead another trek during the month of 
March, 1973, so decided to return again to concen-
trate on some serious climbing in this unique area. 
We began our trip in the New York Mountains 
which are situated close to the California-Nevada 
border south of Nipton, California. The 7,000-foot 
summit of New York Peak is an easy climb which 
one can begin from the northern end of Caruthers 
Canyon. From the base of the canyon it is an easy 
scramble up forested mountainsides of pinyon pine 
with some interesting bouldering moves near the 
summit. The view from the summits of Mojave 
peaks are truly rewarding and you can look out 
across hundreds of miles of desert wilderness. 
There is water in a round steel tank under a wind-
mill as you enter Caruthers Canyon, always a 
must in desert areas. Also, for you backpackers 
who enjoy old mines, there are numerous diggings 
and shafts to explore, hidden in many of the side 
canyons of the New York Mountains. 

After spending some enjoyable days in the New 
York Mountains, even though it turned cold and 
snowed, we headed southwest toward the Mid 
Hills. We stopped off one night south of Pinto 
Mountain. Knowing we would have no water, each 
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of us carried one gallon in a plastic jug for a dry 
camp. The elevation of Pinto mountain is 6,144 
feet and would make an interesting climb al-
though the rock is not too stable. 

South of Pinto mountain are the Mid Hills. 
There is a campground here and two granite pin-
nacles for climbing. There are numerous routes 
to be found and some aid is required on the more 
difficult parts. We decided to climb it free using 
the rope for belays. From the summit of these un-
named pinnacles you can look many miles across 
the desert to the sand dunes of Devils Playground. 

March in the Mojave is a magnificent time be-
cause it is spring. Indian Paint Brush, Canterbury 
Bells, Lupine, Tansy Mustard, and desert poppies 
were always there to cheer us when the hiking got 
tough. From the Mid Hills the expedition headed 
south in a snowstorm. Last year, on our March 
crossing, the weather was very warm with daytime 
temperatures sometimes reaching 106°, where as 
this year the days were mantled with snow and 
cold. 

Hole in the Wall is an area covered with un-
usual volcanic formations of varied sizes and 
shapes. There are many places here to practice 
rappelling and free climbing in a beautiful area. 
There is a small campground with available 
water and maintained by the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

From Hole in the Wall we headed southwest 
toward the Providence Range. We again carried a 
water supply because we would be without water 
until we reached Mitchell Caverns State Park. 
Hiking cross country in this desert area you will 
find many different species of Cactus including the 
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Beauty abounds in the Mojave, particularly in the spring when plants which have been dormant all winter 

spring forth with new life. Colorful flowers bring cheer to weary hikers., 

Prickly Pear, Beavertail, Barrel, and different va-
rieties of the Cholla. The Beavertail were just be-
ginning to display their rose-colored blossoms. 
The colors were a pleasure, and the snow-capped 
peaks of the Providence Range were there to lift 
the heart of a mountaineer. 

This range of mountains gives a climber a choice 
of many interesting climbs. Our team members 
decided on Edgar Peaks, 7,171 feet in height. Our 
route took us up a rugged canyon northwest of 
Mitchell Caverns. The canyon awarded us with a 
full array of flowers and cactus. The Pinyon pine 
is dominant and the shapes it displays are truly 
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Alpine. When we reached the headwall of the can-
yon we climbed the south face to the summit. On 
the summit the weather was most enjoyable with 
no wind so we were able to look back over many 
miles of our route to the New York Range and 
view this most beautiful desert. The climb of Peak 
7171 took us five hours from our camp south of 
the caverns. By the way, the caverns have a one-
hour guided tour of two large well-preserved 
rooms. 

To be able to capture a sunrise or sit in a lonely 
spot and see a desert sunset is worth a trip to the 
Mojave Desert region. We were soon headed 
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We had frequent spring storms on our Mojave trek this past March. Here our camp is mantled with snow. 

toward the Granite Mountains, a rock climber's 
paradise. To get to these mountains we hiked over 
Foshay Pass. Earlier on the reconnaissance trip 
we left some water stashed on the west side of the 
pass in plastic jugs. There is no available water in 
this area and our water supply would have to get 
us to Pine Tree Ranch which is a corral and water 
tank many miles to the south. 

The hiking along the base of the Providence 
Range south of Foshay is very strenuous because 
of the many alluvial fans. It is a trying day for the 
backpacker, a constant up and down. There is 
water at Pine Tree Ranch and from here it is an 
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easy hike to Cottonwood Canyon which offers a 
wealth of freedom and desert beauty. The ambi-
tious wanderer can climb to the top of the Big-
horn Basin. When we climbed to the summit the 
clouds drifted in and before we were able to re-
turn to the valley below we got caught in a violent 
snowstorm with gusting winds. 

After spending several days exploring this region 
we hiked around the northern end of the Granites 
to Granite Cove. For you rock climbers looking 
for a rugged area which is uncrowded and offering 
good sound rock these mountains are really worth 
a visit. Here on some of the walls one can even 
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We spent a few glorious days doing some aid climbing on the Fang, one of many aid climbs in the Granite 

Mountains. 
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An early morning sunrise on the Mojave Desert. 

practice big wall techniques. One could spend his 
entire life here and never do all the climbs this 
challenging area has to offer. To reach the Granite 
Mountains you can drive west out of Barstow on 
Highway 66 to Amboy. The Granites rise out of 
the desert at an elevation of 3,600 feet, 20 miles 
northeast of Amboy. 

Granite Cove was the end of our Mojave trek 
and we spent some glorious days doing some se-
rious aid climbing on the Fang, a beautiful climb 
on fine granite slabs. To return to the desert floor 
one can rappel five pitches down the wall, the last 
being a 165-foot run. 

18 

Some parts of the Granites are posted land but 
there are many sections in this rugged area where 
you can find beauty and solitude. You should 
bring water because the springs are very hard to 
find unless you are familiar with the area. 

The Mojave with its colorful splendor will cer-
tainly award the backpacker and climber with 
many enjoyable carefree days. Another advantage, 
it is still uncrowded. You may hike for days with-
out seeing another human. The Mojave will prob-
ably stay remote and enjoyable to the wanderer 
for many years primarily because of the lack of 
water. 
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The Providence Range after one of the frequent March storms. 
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Alter prr)duclion hassles 
they hare arrived. Con-
sidered by manv the 
ultimate rock shoe. 

,S.30 p05/paid. 

mountain traders 
1700 Grove St , Berkeley, CA 94709 

. . . . a "touch of pride" 
product line! 

omplete Mountain Sh8p 

Mountain Sports 
821 Pearl, Dept. Si 

Boulder, Colorado 80302 

Seek nete4 
THE CANADIAN ALPINE JOURNAL, 1973. 
Edited by Andrew Gruft. Published by the Alpine 
Club of Canada, Box 1026, Banff, Alberta, Can- 
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ada. 100 pages, 81/2  x 11", 119 B&W photographs. 
This latest issue of the journal, usually pub-

lished in the spring of each year, is outstanding 
in both content and reproduction of pictures. 
Though much of the content describes climbs in 
Canada, there are also descriptive articles and re-
ports on climbs in Alaska, Yosemite, Peru, Baffin 
Island and elsewhere in the world. There is specu-
lative discussion in the journal's editorials and 
commentaries, including the usual criticism of 
climbing ethics and other climbing publications 
which, if nothing else, makes for interesting 
reading. 

The Canadian Alpine Journal for 1973 is cer-
tainly one of the outstanding publications to come 
off the press this year and Editor Gruft is to be 
commended for his work. 
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E GREAT PACIFIC IRON WORKS 
f cturer„3„f . Chquina_rd esuipment 

Ventura, California 93001 
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The Number One 
rope for safety, 
reliability, handling. 
Supplier to the American 
Dhauagiri Expedition 

. 10TOM 

NEI' MAN I. EVEN 
WITO 3OSO/0 
GEAR YOU CAN'T 
COME OP TNE 
uNOENSIOE Or A 

cotwIce , 

TacAms Wash Nat 

DOWN COATS 
WILL ALSO BE OUR BAG AT... 

Famous expeditions equipped with MPG products include: Mt. McKinley Expeditions 1963 to 1970 — Aconcagua Expedition 1967 and 1968 — American 
Kilimanjaro Expedition 1968— Fairweather Expedition 1970 — Mt. Vinson Antarctic Expedition 1967— Mt. Logan Expeditions 1964 and 1966 — American 
Dhaulagad Expedition 1968 — Logan Yukon Expedition 1971 — Nepal Trekking Expeditions 1968, 1970, 1971 and 1972 — St. Elias Expedition 1972. 

Send for 
free catalog. 

Down home comfort from Mountain Products Corporation 
Makers of down insulated sleeping bags and clothing, tents, packs and jackets. 

123 South Wenatchee Ave., Wenatchee, Wa. 98801 
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CLEAN AID CLIMBING! 

Catalog: Box 151 • Louisville, Colorado 80027 

... THE BETTER MOUNTAIN BAG! 
Specifically designed for mountaineering and backpacking, 
COMFY Prime Goose Down insulated sleeping bags provide 
greater warmth with less weight and bulk. Unique construction 
assures extra comfort and convenience. 

(Illustrated: MT. WHITNEY 2 lb. Down, total bag wt. 33/4  lb. Four standard models, plus extra-long.) 

1.8 oz. Ripstop Nylon 
(water repellent) cover 
and lining 

Boxed end for 
extra foot room 

Two-way zipper for 
warm weather 
ventilation at foot 

Overlapping "V" tube 
inner construction to keep 
Down evenly dispersed 

Full length 
Full length zipper Down-filled 
with locking slider weatherstrip 
(two opposite-zipper backing zipper 
bags will mate together) 

Snaps for washable 
cotton flannel liner 

Drawstring hood 
with locking clamp 

COMFY SLEEPING BAGS AND GOOSE DOWN INSU-
LATED CLOTHING ARE SOLD AT BETTER SPORTING 
GOODS STORES THROUGHOUT THE NATION. 

COMFY - A Division of Olin 
310 First Avenue South / Seattle, Wa. 98104 
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karrimor, born and bred in England, 
tried and tested on the world's major 
climbs. Illustrated is the Joe Brown — 
it's a "cooler" carry. 

Like his old climbing partner Don 

.410°1, 
Whillans, Joe Brown has become a myth — 
a legend. He is even more widely known 

to the general public and his sac reflects a very modern approach. The 
double back panel is able to take a 38" long closed cell foam Karrimat, 
the protruding end rolls up into a special cotton flap. This roll sits on the 
hips and spaces the sac from the back. 7 oz. Nylon fabric with a double 
reinforced base. The back panel is in cotton for a "cooler" carry. There's 
something very European about a frameless climbing sac, something 
which we do imperceptably yet markedly better. 
Distributed by: 

Thos. Black & Sons Ltd. Mountain Paraphernalia 
930 Ford Street Box 4536 
Ogdensburg, New York Modesto, California 95352 

ONE OF THE 
INTERNATIONALS 
from karrimor Products Limited Avenue Parade Accrington Lancashire England 

ta.s.'4,10k3a,„ 

on 3 July 1973, 
2.45 p. m.: 

But it takes more than 
just a fire to extinguish 

We shall be back 
at your service with 

ultra-modern machinery 
new ideas 
same reliability 
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JENSEN, PACK 

The classic Don Jensen design is carefully con-

structed by Rivendell. Ingenious compartmentali-

zation and contoured shape provide optimum 

comfort. Four lengths assure a perfect fit. Accept 

no imitations. 

Send for free brochure and dealer list. 

Box E, Snoqualmie, VVa. 98065, U.S.A. 

MOUNTAINEERING, BACKPACKING, 
CROSSCOUNTRY SKIING 

HIGHLAND Outfitters 
P. 0. Box 121 Riverside, California 92502 

*./ 

400.- 
r SUMMIT! A modest sized 

pack with leather bottom for 
the resourceful person, ski 
mountaineer or climber... 
find joy in travelling light. 
Send 50c for our catalog. 

SIERRA DESIGNS 
Department SU-15 

4th & Addison Streets 
Berkeley, Ca. 94710 

Manufacturers of Wilderness Camping 

and Backpacking Equipment. 
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GIBBS 
ASCENDERS 

Each Ascender is tested 
to 1000 pounds. Its smooth 

rounded teeth produce 
little or no rope damage. 

Especially applicable to 
equipment haulage, group 

ascents, fixed rope and 
rescue operations. Operates 

on icy or muddy ropes. 

ASCENDERS with spring wire $7.25 
ASCENDERS with quick release pin $8.50 

include 25e postage per ascender / 500 airmail 

ROPE / SLING / CARABINERS 
20% DISCOUNT ON ORDERS 

of $65. OR MORE. 
SEND FOR A CATALOGUE TO: 

GIBBS PRODUCTS 
854 PADLEY STREET 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84108 

Pack 
Rich-moors 
Instant, 
No-Cook meals 
for 4! 

ULTIMATE EQUIPMENT WARKWORTH MORPETH NORTHUMBERLAND ENGLAND 

American Distributors : 

MOUNTAIN PARAPHERNALIA 
BOX 4536 
MODESTO , CALIFORNIA, U.S.A. 95352 

dealer inquiries invited 

Instant satisfaction for trail hunger,, featuring Lasagna with 
Meatballs and many others! Plus, the industry's broadest 
selection of over 150 delicious lightweight foods. 
Send for FREE COLOR BROCHURE and list of 
our dealers in your area. Catalog features 
caloric, fat, carbohydrate & protein contents 
and a handy Day Planner. 

!well-moon 
A General Recreation, Inc. Company 
P.O. Box 2728, Dept. Su- 7 Van Nuys, Ca. 91404 r . 

Name  

IAddress 

I City State Zip  
Imo mom= imm 

SOUTH POLE TESTED 
"FAIRY DOWN BAGS" 

You may never have to sleep at the South 
Pole. If you demand the best, desiring 
to be prepared for any eventuality, 

Fairy down bags are among the best 
money can buy. Models of these 

New Zealand bags were tested at 
the South Pole under sub-zero 
conditions with exceptionally 

fine results. For years these 
quality sleeping bags have 
been the choice of expe-
ditioners such as the re-
nowned S i r Edmund 
Hillary. Now a limited 

quantity is available to 
the North American 
public a t remark-
able prices. Orders 
will b e shipped 

from California 
on a first come 

basis  

WORLD LEISURE PRODUCTS 
Box 77343 Dept. 3S / San Francisco, CA. 94107 

For immediate shipment enclose Money Order $  
Personal Checks require 10 days for clearance. 
California residents add 6% sales tax. 

El Everest Bag $78.50 Ppd. DEverest Mummy Bag $78.75 Ppd. 
For a color catalog of Fairy Down sleeping bags, jackets, 
polar equipment etc. enclose $1. FREE with purchase. 
Refundable with future purchase. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip  
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FRIENDS IN HIGH PLACES 

RR YOSEMITE 
Technical Direction — 

Royal Robbins 

A sturdy rock shoe 
with cleated sole. For 
jamming and edging, 
boulders and big walls. 

PA VARAPPE 
Technical Direction — 

Pierre Allain 

A supple, smooth-soled 
rock shoe for sandstone 
and rough granite. Canvas 
upper reinforced with 
leather. 

RD VARAPPE 
Technical Direction — 

Rene'Desmaison 

Flex and sole like the PA, but with 
a narrow toe for fine edging. 
All-leather upper. 

Manufactured by: U.S. Distributor: 

Richard Pontvert S.A. Mountain Paraphernalia 
38 Iseaux, France Box 4536, Modesto, Calif. 95352 
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If You Go Where The Weather Gets Nasty 

Get Into ASCENTE ... High Quality Goose 

4,4
44 Down Parkas, Sleeping Bags, And Lightweight Tents 

cp Write For Name 8 Address Of Your Nearest ASCENTE Dealer 
141‘ P.O. BOX 2028 S.M. FRESNO, CA. 93718 

And save 50% by making it yourself. That's the average savings between 
Frostline items and the outdoor gear you see in your local sporting goods 
store. Our Big Horn is a match for any hundred dollar bag for warmth and 
durability. We use an overlapping tube design that means you're always 
protected by a full layer of prime northern goose down, the best natural 
insulator available Yet even with all the warmth it offers, our regular Big Horn 
bag weighs just a few ounces over four pounds 

Like all our outdoor gear kits, the Big Horn comes with everything you 
need to put it together on your home sewing machine from explicit, 
easy-to-follow instructions right down to thread 

For a free color catalog of all our Frost/me kits send a postcard to 
tfra

f
ftgyff BDoeupitdeSr o 

8 /0a ° 02 0
9
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AA Forrest 
Mountaineering 

Equipment for Climbers 
Send for Catalog: New Address 

5050-M Fox St., Denver, Colo. 80216 
(303) 222-6164 

DAWSON'S BOOK SHOP 
Sierra Club publications, mountains, moun-
taineering, deserts, history of California 
and the West — plus many other special-
ities. New, used and rare. Libraries pur-
chased. Monday-Saturday 9 to 5:30. 

535 North Larchmont Blvd. 
Los Angeles, California 90004 

Phone 469-2186 from page one 

of managing the problems caused by 
an exponential growth of climbers in 
North America. 

Huts and trails have not been con-
structed in the Bugs to bring the trap-
pings of civilization to the mountains. 
All climbers (except great, old E. 
Feuz, with his hemp rope) do that 
already. Huts and trails are built to 
conserve meadows and control people. 
Freedom of movement is lost, and 
splendid isolation is gone; the concept 
of wilderness evolves. But climbing, 
very good climbing, goes on. Now that 
the tent slums are getting under con-
trol maybe we'll face the problem of 
a ton of human manure and the sub-
sequent polluted streams. In other 
words, climbers will be subjected to 
the ultimate degradation in the Bugs, 
of having to sit in a particular place 
for their toilet. But climbing, very 
good climbing, will go on. 

To suggest that Hans Gmoser's crew 
or the A.C.C. is the problem is ludi-
crous. To suggest they be the solution 
is worse. They already carry out more 
garbage than they bring in. To suggest 
making reservations mandatory to 
stay in the Bugs is arrogant. An al-
ternative is for the Americans to stay 
home. The Bugaboos are not one of 
an "other areas of America." 

I suggest that the correct policy in 
the Bugaboos is one of careful control 
and management, one of understand-
ing, tolerance and discipline. We must 
adjust to the increase in climbers and 
build facilities to cope with an increas-
ing number of people who will come 
whether facilities are there are not. 

I enjoyed Mr. Rowell's history of 
the area. How I wish we could return 
to the era of Kain. Perhaps we could, 
if people would stop writing articles 
about the Bugs; maybe everyone will 
go away. 

Robert C. Miller, Ph.D. 
Vancouver, B. C. 

Dear Editor: 
Re the article of May 1973 titled 

"A Eulogy for the Bugaboos": I would 
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"Keep your money. Just hand over the freeze dried beef 
stroganoff, shrimp cocktail, french toast, ice cream and all 
them other Mountain House goodies you got at your friendly 
outdoor store, friend." 

Aa& 11/01INTAIN HOUSE.. 
The gourmet restaurant you put 

in your pocket. 
For a free menu planner, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: MENU PLANNER, 
Oregon Freeze Dry Foods, Inc., P.O. Box 1048, Albany, Oregon 97321. 
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like to clarify several of Galen Row-
ell's statements concerning the role of 
Canadian Mountain Holidays in the 
maintenance of Boulder Camp. Dur-
ing the years 1968 and 1969 ground 
squirrels were killed due to an over-
population which resulted from a pro-
liferation of human garbage. In 1970 
Hans Gmoser's cook began the pro-
cess of sorting and bagging years of 
debris. When the government crew of 
youths arrived the summer of 1971, 
they found that their job had already 
been completed. In the fall of 1971, 
Canadian Mountain Holidays placed 
the garbage in one of the igloos for 
the winter, and flew out 60 bags of 
garbage in May 1972 at their expense. 
During the four summers that I 
worked at Boulder Camp, much of my 
time was spent in maintaining a "gar-
bage-free" atmosphere. Only once dur-
ing the four-year period did indepen-
dent climbers offer to assist. Canadian 
Mountain Holidays instigated a policy 
of "carrying out garbage" from Boul-
der Camp, and also provides all climb-
ers with garbage bags. Due to the re-
moval of garbage from the area, it has 
not been necessary in the past few 
years to kill ground squirrels which 
formerly overpopulated. 

Barb MacGougan 
Banff, Alberta, Canada 

Dear Editor: 
My husband and I have spent happy 

months content in the mountains and 
wilderness areas for the last 13 years. 
Sometimes we climb; sometimes we 
just "look around." 

Naturally, we've noticed the increase 
in numbers of people who backpack, 
climb, camp — use "wilderness facili-
ties." True, it's not like the 1950's when 
climbers all knew each other and could 
leave their equipment for days at a 
time. We have found the best "wilder-
ness experiences" come from choosing 
areas that aren't popular, where back-
packs are long and hard, where peaks 
aren't spectacular in the climbing sense 
. . . also, it helps to go during "other" 
times of the year. (In 1966, before 
Thanksgiving, we hiked for five days 
through the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. It was cold and we 
would have been miserable with a deep 
snow, but we didn't see a human being 

to page 31, please 
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BACKPACKER'S GUIDE & MAP POCKET 
For any make or model pack frame — affords 
easy access to maps, note and guide books, pens, and 
the vital trivia that normally overloads your pants pocket. 
Pocket fastens around shoulder straps of packframe with 
velcro tape and is secured with adjustable nylon webbing 
to the shoulder strap clevis pin at the frame cross bar. 
Orange 8 oz. coated nylon; 7" high; 5" wide; 1" deep; flap 
with velcro closure fits all packs. 
Cat. No. 238 Wt.: .25 lbs. Postpaid $6.80 

EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS - BACKPACKING, SKI TOURING, KAYAKS & CANOES 
Free Catalog from MOOR & MOUNTAIN Dept. 75 Main St. Concord, Mass. 01742 

1801 VICTORY BLVD. 

GLENDALE, CA. 91201 

TELEPHONE 247-3110 

9020 TAMPA ST. 

NORTHRIDGE, CA. 91324 

TELEPHONE 993-0887 

STORE HOURS: 

MON., TUES., WED., FRI., I 000 TO 600 

THURS., 10:00 TO 9:00 

SAT. 900 to 500 

.biodegradable. 
NATURAL 

SOAP FOR DOWN 
CLOTHING AND 

SLEEPING BAGS 

KIEL-TY 
twice the store 
it used to be. 

2 KIELTY nrc';itl,"cfg/TG STORES 

K 1.—TY 
Offering the Best 

in Equipment. 
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from page 29 

the whole time!) 
Increasingly, I am feeling like a piece 

of aluminum foil in the mountains. I 
realize that just by being there I am 

spoiling the area itself and also spoil-

ing the "wilderness" experience of 

someone else who is offended by my 

presence. I feel I should stay home to 

help preserve these areas I love. 

Like Galen Rowell in "A Eulogy for 

the Bugaboos" I have used huts that I 
had been against building. I have hap-

pily walked along old logging road 

trails that I decry making today. Yet, 

I feel, as does he (and earlier Chris 

Jones), that no new trails, roads, hut, 

etc. should be built in or across our 

wilderness areas! We'll have to settle in 
and make do and hope the general pub-

lic will tire of its wilderness experience. 
(I can't forget, however, not too many 

years back when we were trying so 

hard to get the "public's" attention so 
they would help us save the parks and 

wilderness. We meant by votes and 
money — now "they" want to see what 

they paid for! Maybe we wouldn't have 

our wilderness areas and parks without 

these people whom climbers, as a rule, 
tend to look "down on.") 

Regarding the climbing schools and 

guides — I believe if you can make a 

living out of something you love to do 

— that's Life — that's what it's all 

about, isn't it? I can't condemn these 

people for trying or being profitable 
at it. 

I hope, though, that the camping/ 

wilderness "kick" will lessen — still 

want the votes/money, but not so many 

to come to see it all in person. But, I 
am also equally upset about these huge 
expeditions to the Andes and Hima-

layas (Dhaulagiri report in May 

SUMMIT) where airdrops and Sher-
pas are overused. 

If you want to keep the mountains 
pollution free — stay home! 

Love Arlene Blum's articles! 
Patricia E. Smith 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 

Dear Editor: 
In spite of the efforts the Sierra  

Madre Search and Rescue Team ini-
tiated, I believe, in 1968, the rescue 
capstan and rope for the West Buttress 
of Mt. McKinley is not yet in place. 
The planned coordination between the 
Mt. McKinley National Park Service 
and the Vagmarken Mountaineering 

Club incidental to the latter's climb of 
the peak (4 July 1973) failed to result 
in the airdrop and emplacement of this 

potentially valuable gear. Until ap-
proached by Park Ranger Steve Hac-
kett on this matter, we had assumed 

that such rescue equipment had pre-
viously been installed and was avail-

able for evacuating injured climbers 

down to the 14.5 kft level below the 

Buttress. 
Postclimb consultation with NPS of-

ficials in Anchorage disclosed that 

they, nevertheless, maintain reserva-
tions concerning this project based 

upon the need for, (1) the permanent 

anchoring of the equipment onto the 

more durable rock, and (2) marking its 

location and instructing in some suit-
able way all Mt. McKinley climbers in 

the technique of its deployment. 
It would seem to be worthwhile for 

any team planning the ascent of the 
West Buttress next year to harmonize 

with the NPS in such a way that a 

mutually acceptable resolution of this 
problem may be found. 

Fred Camphausen 
China Lake, California 

Dear Editor: 
In writing about climbing Mexico's 

volcanoes your contributor, Kevin 

O'Connell, offers maps and directions 

for reaching Pico de Orizaba in two 

recent articles (Summit Magazine 

March 1973, also The Canadian Alpine 

Journal 1973). Unfortunately these 

maps are inaccurate. To reach the vil-

lage of Tlachichuca one must turn off 

highway 140 before reaching Zacatepec. 

One does not drive thru Zacatepec. The 

turn off is 41/2  miles beyond El Seco. 

El Seco is 151/2  miles past Acatzingo. 
Two more errors: Basecamp for Ori-

zaba's popular ruta norte is the 14,000-
foot Piedra Grande Refugio. This hut 
is on the north side of Orizaba, not on 
the east side as shown on O'Connell's 
maps. Also it will not hold 100 people 
as claimed by O'Connell but is rather 
crowded with 30. 

Jim Jones 
Calgary, Alberta  

Dear Editor: 
I got a call today from a climbing 

instructor regarding my letter in the 
May 1973 SUMMIT, in fact, the in-
structor of the subject class, who felt 
the comments were "bullshit." Perhaps 
they were; I wrote it in anger only 

hours after the incident. The anger, 
certainly preventing objectivity, arose 

from seeing my wife narrowly escape 
being impaled on a speeding, improp-

erly-held ice axe. 

The instructor also protested that 

there were too few facts and too many 

exaggerated implications. I didn't 

mean to imply a jam-up of hundreds 

of people. There were at most a dozen, 

maybe as few as a half-dozen. Cer-

tainly only I was upset by the incident. 

Everyone involved seemed to be enjoy-

ing themselves. 
He said that if I were an expert my 

comments would have been less objec-

tionable. But I'm neither very experi-

enced nor a very sophisticated climber. 

My climbing has been mostly snow-

slogging in the Cascades. And its true 

that I've never been in a really danger-
ous climbing situation. If I had maybe 

I wouldn't have complained. And it's 

also true that the route is not a difficult 

one. Perhaps a carefree attitude is 
justified there. But even a simple, solo 

glissade on a broad snowfield can be 

dangerous with an improperly-held ice 

axe. 

And he said that not everybody is 

fortunate enough to earn their way in 

an office. Some folks have to work for 

a living. But, hell, if I had his talent 

and good fortune I'd gladly swap jobs 

with him. If we did we'd probably swap 

opinions, too. The conflict of amateur 

vs. professional is, after all, only the 

selfish desires to preserve their per-

sonal climbing pleasures: the amateur 

his esoteric solitude, the pro his fre-

quency. 

I asked him to rebute the letter, but 
he didn't feel it deserved a reply. He 

felt I shouldn't have written the letter 
in the first place. But the letter depart-
ment is a forum for all; it requires no 
expertise in writing or climbing. It's a 
way to communicate ideas, even bull-
shit ideas. 

Russ Maguire 
Kinnelon, New Jersey 
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Two Eku of Donachui Valley. Al Don, on right seemed to be the chief of this Indian village where we had 

to obtain permission to pass through the Eku lands. 

Just a Bit South of Washington 
By Kent Johnson 

Somehow Arizona always seemed to lie just on 
the other side of Ohio for me. Perhaps it was my 
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father's love of the desert and our many trips 
there that brought it so close. Now South America 
was an entirely different world. Yet, jabbing a 
compass point at Philadelphia the same two thou-
sand mile arc that catches the Grand Canyon will 
include the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta of Co-
lombia. This, of course, puts the Santa Martas  

just a bit south of Washington. 
Following this logic it seemed an ideal place to 

visit during Christmas vacation. December found 
John Kochalka, Peter Kochalka and Bruce Talbot 
from the University of Vermont Outing Club and 
myself from Temple University Outing Club en-
route to Colombia. 

Maps of the area are hard to come 
by. The Army map service (now 
known as Defense Topographic Cen-
ter) did a good 1: 50,000 scale series 
of the area, but their list of maps for 
public sale do not include this series. 
We settled for Geographical Review's 
Map of The Southern Slopes of The 
Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta.1  

Keeping costs low was a major con-
sideration. A twenty-four-hour drive 
to Miami saved air rates. Next came a 
flight to Barranquilla, a $130 round 
trip excursion fare. If we bought our 
food in Colombia, another small for-
tune would be saved. Taking the local 
bus to Valledupar instead of flying 
was the final step. We figured about 
$200 per person and no one brought 
much more. 

The major flaw was food. Our fertile 
imaginations overlooked that Colom-
bia wouldn't have a neighborhood 
A & P. Instead of Lipton dinners, in-
stant jello, cheese cakes, etc., our 
nightly meals were rice and beans. 
For variety we had Colombia's answer 
to Spam. At Valledupar we hired a 
public service jeep to Atanquez. Here 
we got a mule to carry the heavy 
supplies over to Donachui. As we ar-
rived at the village the next day the 
Indians came out to greet us. 

Men waving arms shouting, "No 
Pase! No Pase! No Pesimismo!" Jose, 
the mule skinner, dropped the load 
from his mule, collected his fee and 
hastily left. After he was gone the 
Eku2  calmed down. 

John explained that we were stu-
dents and he was there to collect  

spiders for school. He showed them a 
letter in Spanish from his advisor at 
Vermont, which said as much. They 
seemed impressed and told us no Co-
lombians,3  hippies, and several other 
types were allowed to go through their 
land, but students, yes. They invited 
us into their compound. 

Al Don, who appeared to be their 
chief, explained that we needed two 
mules because they carry less at high 
altitude. Next day John thought he 
arranged for mules, but Al Don had 
agreed on "Two hundred peso to go 
up the valley" by which he meant per-
mission to pass through their lands. 
Tomorrow we could talk about mules. 

The next day nothing happened. 
We realized that the Eku were work-
ing on a new trail. They needed all of 
their men for the project. We volun-
teered to help believing the sooner it 
was finished the sooner we could leave. 

So John, Peter and I heaved sledge 
hammers against a boulder while 
Bruce kept an eye on our gear. Each 
time a large chunk of rock rolled 
down the hillside, everyone would 
cheer (in three languages) and pass 
around the home-brewed rum. 

The next day after an hour of de-
bate we settled on a price of 75 pesos 
per mule for that day. Leaving Dona-
chui we were led to Sagrome via 
some little used side trails. It dawned 
on us as long as we settled for prices 
in terms of mule per day, Al Don 
would try to make our trip as long as 
possible. 

Now the next morning John ex-
plained to Al Don that we wanted the  

mules to the head of R valley and not 
just one day. Another long debate fol-
lowed. Settlement was arrived at only 
after we said we would go without the 
mules. Al Don answered that we 
didn't have permission to go alone! 
We paid another 350 pesos and sure 
enough the next day found us camped 
above the last Eku village. 

Now our problems ended. Constant-
ly clear skies, fantastic mountains and 
views soon blocked out our former 
frustration. High camp was estab-
lished at 16,500 feet on a glacier pass 
between Pico La Reiny (5,490 meters) 
and Pico Ojeja (5,538 meters). We 
climbed these on two consecutive 
days. 

We planned on going over to Pico 
Bolivar and Pico Cristobel Colon, but 
realized that we had lost track of time 
in Donachui Valley. We changed our 
plan to three days of hard hiking and 
a night of jeep and bus rides, and ar-
rived a little early to claim our return 
reservation. Despite another surprise 
that you have to pay an Airport Tax 
of 200 pesos (which no one mentions 
as you enter) to leave Colombia, I ar-
rived home with $83.50 left from the 
original $200. 

Gaiter A Wppd. Geographical Review Vol. 
31, 1941 P 639-643. Scale 1: 100,000 contours 
100 meters. 
Arapaho is the Spanish name for all Indians 
in the Santa Martas. There are separate tribes 
on the South, West, and Northern slopes. Eku 
is the Indian name for the people of Dona-
chui Valley. 
Two Eku were killed by cowboys in Valledu-
par a few years ago which created hard feel-
ings for Colombians. 
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John Kochalka starting the descent after reaching the summit of Ojeja along this knife-edge ridge. 
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EQUIPMENT EXPEDITIONS, ROCK CLIMBING 

ec MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOLS 

Twenty cents per word, payable in advance. 

HELP WANTED 
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ODDS & ENDS  

LIGHTWEIGHT equipment for backpack-
ing, mountaineering, camping, canoeing. 

Down sleeping bags, tents, boots, food. 
Complete line of Cross-country and Tour-
ing Skis. Free catalog. Moor & Mountain, 

Dept. 19, 67 Main St., Concord, MA 01742. 

DIRTY WORK — Strong backs and weak 
minds needed to clean, muck, scrape and 
paint barges. Climbers and miscellaneous 
types, etc. Area: northern New Jersey 
docks. No experience needed. From Sep-

tember to May. $4/hr. 40 hr. week. Write 
Frank Zahar, 240 Meadow Street, Shelton, 
Conn. 06484. 

WILDERNESS TRIPS 

ENJOY THE MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS 
of IDAHO — 20,000 acres of majestic gran-
ite peaks and lakes. Five to 24 day semi-

nars, each a comprehensive mountain wil-
derness experience. Summit climbs, back-
packing, wilderness expeditions are great 
fun with EE-DA-HOW MOUNTAINEERING. 
Write P.O. Box 207, Ucon, Idaho 83454. 

BOOT & MISCELLANEOUS REPAIR 

COMPLETE REPAIRS & CUSTOM WORK. 
Zippers replaced, sleeping bags, tents, 
jackets, packs repaired. High quality cus-
tom work. Many standard items —Seconds 
and samples cheap. Call or write for 
prices: WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE, 9408 

Irondale, Chatsworth, California 91311. 
(213) 882-5514. 

Your boots MY SOLE CONCERN. Niall 

McGinnis, Mountain Boot Repair, P.O. 94, 

Ketchum, Id. 88340. Mail orders invited. 

ALASKA-20,320-foot Mt. McKinley Ex-
peditions 1974! Taking applications now 
for climbs to North America's highest peak 
— also for Wilderness Survival and Leader-
ship Course. 

We offer treks and climbs for individuals 
and groups — anywhere, anytime! Write: 
GENET EXPEDITIONS, Talkeetna, Alaska 

99676. Phone (907) 733-2328. 

MOUNTAINCRAFT: a comprehensive 

climbing school offering a variety of daily 
courses, Alpine Climbing Seminars and 

guided ascents. Maximum student-instructor 
ratio 3 to 1. Established in the Beartooth 

Mountains. 1973 brochure. Write: Mountain-
craft, Box 429, Red Lodge, Montana 54068. 

RAINIER MOUNTAINEERING INCOR-
PORATED — the most complete snow and 

ice climbing school in the United States 
offers climbing seminars and summit 
climbs. For brochure write to: RMI, 201 
St. Helens, Tacoma, Washington 98402. 

IN HIGH PLACES with Dougal Haston at 
the International School of Mountaineering. 
Join us at the Chalet Vagabond and climb 
the mountains of the European Alps. De-
tails: ISM Chalet Vagabond, 1854 Leysin 
1 Vd., Switzerland. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

TECHNICAL SLIDES WANTED: Skiing, 
Alpine Climbing, Bouldering, Cavediving, 
Skydiving. Caldwell, Natuniv Biogeography, 
Canberra, Australia. 

NAME 

$ U rn mit A MOUNTAINEERING MAGAZINE 

P.O. BOX 1889 BIG BEAR LAKE, CALIF. 92315 

Please send SUMMIT for the term indicated to: 

CI NEW 0 RENEWAL 

1 Year $ 7 

"A" for EFFORT! FORMULA "A" 

VITAMINS fortified Everest 1963 to Dhaul-
agiri 1973. High potency B and C Vitamins 
might help YOU too. Order postpaid 55 
tablets Formula "A" $4.70. R.A. FORM- 
ULA Company, 25 Miner St., Bakersfield, 
CA 93305. 

SEEKING ACCOUNTS of subjective ex- 
periences during dangerous falls. In return 
will send a copy of the report which stimu- 
lated this scientific inquiry. Russell 
Noyes, M.D., Department of Psychiatry, 
University of Iowa, 500 Newton Road, Iowa 
City, Iowa 52240. 

STREET 2 Years o $ 0 

CITY 3 Years CI $13 

ST ATE ZIP 5 Years 0 $20 

0 MONEY ENCLOSED In BILL ME LATER 
UNBOUND ISSUES OF SUMMIT for 1972, 

87 postpaid. Send payment to SUMMIT, PO 
Box 1889, Big Bear Lake, Calif. 92315. 

mountaineering 
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send for catalog 
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Hiking buutb, 
Raichle's soft, foam-padded, 
leather covered Scree Guard 
keeps rock and ice out of the 
boot and adds comfort when 
hiking. 

Raichle has a full grain leather 
lining over contour foam 
padding for the inner boot. 
The soft leather-lined tongue 
(with padding) is hinged to 
eliminate binding and 
pressure points. This adds 
even more comfort. 

Grade "A" flesh-out, full grain 
Russia (heifer) leather is used 
for the upper boot. It's the 
most expensive leather in the 
world. 

Special "heel counters" are 
built into Raichle boots. They 
grip the heel and help anchor 
the foot to the sole to prevent 
heel lifting when hiking. 

Raichle boots offer a choice of 
three different widths: Narrow, 
Medium or Wide. We do not 
merely vary the amount of 
padding (like most 
manufacturers) so our boots 
fit better. 

Raichle hiking and climbing 
boots have double or triple 
stitched midsoles (the nylon 
stitches are waterproofed in a 
glue-pitch liquid composite). 
A full leather midsole 
conforms to the foot (as does 
the leather inner sole) and is 
cemented and screwed to the 
reinforced Vibram® sole. 

Raichle boots have steel or 
kiln-dried, laminated wood 
shanks to support the sole and 
protect the instep. 

Raichle boots come in true 
half-sizes for a better, more 
comfortable fit. This also 
makes the boot sole the  

 

The Raichle Grimpeur 

   

 

correct proportion to the boot 
(and foot) size. 

 

Raichle hiking, trail and climbing boots are 
number one in Europe. They're fast 
becoming the most popular boots in 
America, too. And for good reason. 

After more than 60 years of making 
outstanding quality boots, Raichle of 
Switzerland knows its work well. Raichle 
constructs their boots on the finest 
American lasts available to fit the 
comparatively wide ball and narrow heel of 
the American foot. And Raichle uses 
Norwegian welt (outside stitched)  

construction for hiking and climbing boots. 
It's the most functional, most durable 
method of fabricating boots yet devised. 
What's more, expensive Grade "A" leather 
is carefully inspected, tested and used in all 
Raichle boots. 

The foundation of Raichle's reputation rests 
on its long history of delivering a fine fit. 
No other boot maker offers every boot in 
true half-sizes and three different widths. 
With soft pig skin leather lining and contour 
foam padding. All in all, it makes Raichle 

RIth/ 

boots fit like a second skin. 
We want you to know what to look for in a 
hiking, climbing or trail boot. Because when 
you do, we know you'll want Raichle boots. 
For even more information, ask your local 
dealer for a free copy of our new booklet, 
"Taking the Mystery out of Boots," or write: 

Raichle Molitor USA, Inc. 
200 Saw Mill River Road, 
Hawthorne, New York 10532 
In Canada: 
Sports Specialties Province of Quebec 

The best of Europe in America 



High camp in the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, Colombia. Pico Ojeja (5538 meters) in the background. 


