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attagediff 
Four good, active young people have died in 

Yosemite during the last few weeks. We are poorer 
for their deaths, and we are saddened that people 
capable of climbing good routes can make gross and 
fatal errors. These incidents have cast a terrible 
pall over the Valley. Respectable and fairly experi-
enced climbers varying from nineteen to about 
thirty, their deaths are all primarily attributable to 
poor judgment. 

After finishing the west face of Leaning Tower 
(V 5.5 A4) May 28, Pete Williamson and his part-
ner spent the night beside Bridalveil Creek. The 
creek was extremely full, roaring by in most places 
in excess of 25 knots, sluicing through tight chan-
nels over a high gradient on smooth granite. Occa-
sional pools were cauldrons, turbulent and vicious. 

They did not have to cross the creek and exit via 
the Gunsight. Alternatives did exist. It is a long 
four-mile uphill bushwhack up the creek to the 
Glacier Point road; and a harrowing "bowling al-
ley" rappel or two down the Tower Chimney, but 
they are relatively safe ways out. Peter tried to 

On Mount Adams 

Fire warmth hovers round, 
Covers rock and tree and face 
As sunset kindles snowfield, 
Glimmers, sending shadows 
Over dormant cones. 

Elemental beauty, primordial and stark: 
Air, earth, water — and we bring fire 
To light the dark and sear the meat, 
Intruders who may not remain, 
But in our visit here 
Seek to challenge 
And be challenged, not to tame. 

—Tunstall Lang 
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swim the creek on belay a couple of hundred yards 
above the falls. He drowned very quickly. 

On June 7 two climbing parties on The Nose (VI 
5.8 A3) heard and watched a very young man fall 
from above them to his end on the rocks 3,000 feet 
below. While cleaning the bolt ladder at the top 
Mike Blake made an error. Using one, maybe two, 
jumars as his belay, a tieoff loop on a bolt which 
was without a hanger appears to have slipped off, 
or failed. He was fifteen feet from the end of the 
pitch, the jumars failed (or he clutched them in 
desperation, opening them) , and he fell 150 feet to 
the end of the rope. The rope broke on impact 16 
feet from the anchor, and he was gone. The 11 mm. 
kernmantle rope, jumars, and a carabiner that may 
have been involved are currently being tested 
under the auspices of the AAC. 

Very early in the morning on June 13 an am-
bitious and capable pair took off for the Direct 
North Buttress on Middle Cathedral, surely one of 
the most difficult longer routes in the Valley (V 
5.10) . They finished the third pitch and its tough 
mantle in pretty good time, but after cleaning it 
decided that one, John Mokri, was not really into 
it that morning. Though the crux was behind them 
they decided to back off. 

They carefully set up the first rappel from a 
pair of pitons backed by a third about eight feet 
away. A reasonably good looking 6 mm. prusik loop 
was doubled through the pair of pins, and a good 
runner tied the backup baby angle to the pair. A 
nine and an eleven were tied together and the first 
man rapped off. 

A delay of several minutes separated the end of 
that rappel and Mokri's fall. Very suddenly John 
was flying through the air holding onto the eleven. 
He died instantly. 

On inspection later that morning the rappel an-
chor was still good. The prusik loop was almost 
completely burned through in two places, and the 
backing baby angle and its webbing was gone, but 
the two pitons were solid. 

It can only be surmised that John felt that the 
two pin anchor was good enough for his rappel, and 
that he unclipped the backing runner to the baby, 
third classed up to the angle with no protection and 
fell while cleaning it, or while down climbing after 
cleaning. He probably grabbed the 11 mm rope as 
he fell. 

On June 18 we received a call from two climbers 
who had gone up the spires gully to do the Steck 
route, and to their horror and disbelief had found 
the body of yet another climber. 

We evacuated the body that afternoon and clean-
ed the route the next day, and the following can be 
reconstructed from what was found. 

A 19-year-old, fairly experienced, climber from 
Sacramento had tried to tackle the not-too-hard 
Steck route, and may or may not have told any of 
his companions exactly where he was going. That 
doesn't really matter as he was killed instantly. 

The route is about half aid, half free, and the 
young man had just about finished the aid, using 
a prusik of % goldline over the climbing rope, a 
9 mm. kernmantle. A pin or nut pulled, and the 
prusik did not do its job. Was it too loose? 

The prusik burned through, Charles Stanbrough 
was not tied into the end of the 9, and he fell to the 
bottom of the route. 

Most everyone has long known that the old 
equation 'a good climber is a good mountaineer' is 
no longer valid. Perhaps it never was. Good climb-
ers are now only rarely mountaineers who constant-
ly exercise good judgment, who know their limita-
tions, and the technical, designed, limitations of 
their equipment. 

When will these absurd, outrageous, and mind 
boggling wastes of lives cease? Obviously, never. 
Their frequency may be just a function of numbers. 
Camp IV this spring is full of inexperienced, ill pre-
pared, or rankly unqualified, overly ego-involved 
people with huge aspirations. 

By anyone's measuring stick, these past few 
weeks have been the grimmest in Yosemite's rock 
climbing history. 
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By Don Messerschmidt 

. . . Walked a lonely ridge top this a.m. 
through a forest of rhododendron, oak, and 
spruce. Drippy moss hanging down, little 
flowers underfoot, tiny birds flitting through 
the bushes, and at one juncture a strikingly 
graceful Himalayan pine marten crossed the 
path. We had periodic glimpses of the precip-
itous drop to the east down into the Marsi-
angdi River gorge and up across to Chuli, 
Manaslu, Peak 29; and west out over the 
upper Khudi Khola and beyond along the 
southern flanks of the Annapurna massif. 
Then the gorge fogged in and we had only the 
western view until at noon the inevitable 
monsoon clouds reached up and rolled over 
us. We trekked on, swathed in drizzle and 
mist to a shepherd's hut, an invitation to 
stay, a cauldron of hot cow's milk, and a fire 
to warm up and dry out by . . . . 

—Journal of 15 August 

"Trek in August? In the monsoon?" they had 
asked me in Kathmandu. "You are a masochist!" 

The rains certainly create some discomfort, but 
a monsoon trek is not altogether bad. It can be 
quite exciting in fact, with floods, landslides, 
bridges out, mud, mire, and leeches. Or, view it 
as a beautiful poetic season full of promise. The 
steep terraced hillsides turn a soft pale green at 
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rice planting time, and later to a golden brown 
as the paddy ripens. And in the highlands the 
drippy forest trails take the trekker in and out of 
picturesque meadows where shepherds fatten their 
cattle herds. Higher than that, above the forests 
are the open pastures dotted with great herds of 
sheep or yak. It is here on crystsal clear monsoon 
mornings that the peaks lean over to shake off 
the dew. 

The rains come in June and last through Sep-
tember. This is the real "off season" for trekking, 
simply the least trekked and least trekkable time 
of all in Nepal. But it is also the only season to 
glimpse the life and lore of yak and sheepherders 
in their highest alpine pastures. With the shep-
herds in mind, I set off in August, 1972 on the 
monsoon trail, to trek far from the beaten path 
into Lamjung Himal at the eastern end of the 
Annapurna range in central Nepal. My two pri-
mary goals were to live awhile with the Gurung 
sheepherders and to witness a Hindu festival on 
the full moon day of August which culminates 
in a bone-chilling dip into a sacred ice lake near 
the high pastures. As time allowed, I also wanted 
to visit the storied remains of an ancient Gurung 
village in the forest at 12,000 feet, and to plot the 
old salt trade route through the Lamjung Himal 
over Namun Pass (or Namun Bhanjyang, 17,000 
feet). All of these places, the pass, the ruins, the 
ice lake, were conveniently located within a day's 

to page six, please 3 



. _ 
Author's party. L-R: Gurung Porter, Sherpa,Gurung Porter, author, and Naresh Gurung, author's 
research assistant. 

Lamjung Tsho 

('Pinnacles'), 19,000 feet. 
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Tawny colored Tibetan mastiff, sheep, and herders' hut in fog. 

A Gurung 

shepherd boy fetching water. 
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from page three 

walk of my basecamp in the Lamjung sheep 
pastures. 

My shepherd hosts had invited me up from 
their villages where I had been living as an an-
thropologist. Gurungs are one of Nepal's many 
upland ethnic groups. Although not so famous as 
the Sherpes,* the tough little hillsmen need no 
introduction as Gurkha soldiers. They inhabit a 
vast mountainous region stretching from Ganesh 
Himal at the east (NW of Kathmandu), westward 
past Himal Chuli and Manaslu, Lamjung and the 
Annapurnas, to within sight of Dhaulagiri (NW of 
Pokhara). The particular Gurungs of my interest 
live in northern Lamjung District, about in the 
middle of Gurung country between the Marsiangdi 
and Madi rivers. This is a sub-region of nearly 
500 square miles in area, encompassing ridgetop 
villages, vast forests, and high pasture lands. 

The Gurung ancestors came centuries ago to 
Nepal from the north, from over the high moun-
tain passes out of Tibet. They gradually settled 
in the hills and today most of them are sedentary 
farmers of rice, millet, and maize. Only a few 
herd sheep any more, a vestige of their Tibetan 
heritage. I wanted to be with those few shepherds 
at the high point of the annual grazing cycle. 

The landscape of northern Lamjung looks like 
the fingers on a splayed hand, with parallel north-
south ridges and deep valleys in between. At the 
fingertips, from four to seven thousand feet ele-
vation, are the villages and steeply terraced fields, 
well above the stifling summer heat of the river 
valleys. In winter those valleys serve well for graz-
ing. At the knuckles, on the forested ridges called 
lekhs are a few scattered meadows, intermediary 
stops in the sheep migration between winter grass 
and the highest summer alps up under the snows. 

Here in forest tracts up to 10,000 feet of eleva-
tion the cow and water buffalo herds are grazed. 
Above the knuckles, at 14,000 to 16,000 feet, are 
the highest communal pasture lands called khar-
kas, open meadows and broad grassy valleys dot- 

*Sherpas are described in the author's article, "Winter 
Trek to the Everest Region," in SUMMIT, October 
1967. 
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ted with sheep and shepherd huts in season. From 
the Lamjung kharkas one gets a spectacular view 
of the Himalayan peaks. Finally, at the wrist lies 
Lamjung Himal with peaks of from 17,000 to 
23,000 feet, beyond which, north, lie the moun-
tainous borderlands of Tibet. 

The Monsoon Trail 

My five-man party included four Nepali com-
panions — an assistant, a Sherpa camp-master, 
and two shepherd porters. We met the porters at 
Gorkha airfield in mid-country, a short flight 
west from Kathmandu where we had outfitted. 
The first stage of the trek then took us north up 
the low valley of the Marsiangdi River to the tiny 
bazaar of Khudi. 

The monsoon trail immediately posed several 
problems, all related to the season; problems with 
food, gear, and route planning. Our loads included 
large supplies of food, mostly rice, for all we could 
expect to find in the hills at this time of year was 
maize flour for gruel. Our personal gear included 
something each for the intense sun of the morn-
ings, the drenching rains which came up just be-
fore noon each day, and the mountain chill. We 
carried umbrellas and ponchos, and plastic sheet-
ing enough to cover porters and their loads. The 
rain, above all, would accompany us everywhere. 

The Nepalese invariably go barefoot in the 
rainy season, but I found that canvas-rubber 
shoes worked fine in the low rice lands and light 
vibram-soled leather hiking shoes were suitable 
for the rocky forest and alpine trails higher up. 
The leather shoes needed drying and periodic 
greasing, but held up very well. 

Trail navigation was hazardous. The paddy 
fields were flooded, muddy, and treacherously 
slippery. From a few travelers coming south we 
heard that for the first two days, to Khudi, we 
could expect to traverse two major landslides and 
ford a half dozen waist-deep torrents. A bridge 
was out and a ferry crossing closed, forcing us to 
take long detours. Above Khudi, where we would 
begin to climb, we expected better going. It would 
have been had there not been the leeches. They 
attacked us in the wet grass, brush, and lower 
rainforest in legion strength. 

A word on leeches. They are unavoidable in the 
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monsoon and one must be prepared for them, 
take certain precautions, and still suffer. We car-
ried salt and applied it liberally to shoes, socks, 
and pant cuffs. The porters smeared it on their 
bare legs and feet. Insect repellant also works, 
but washes away very quickly. Some people who 
smoke burn them off, if they can keep up with 
them. We suffered despite the salt; the leeches 
attacked from the trail and the bushes, up our 
shoes and legs, down our backs and arms. At the 
trip's end, a month later, I counted the scars on 
my ankles — 105 bites! At one point I had 80 
on me at once. That night my ankles swelled and 
I had a light fever, but no lasting effects. 

Lamjung Himal 

Khudi was the last outpost in the lowlands, a 
tiny bazaar with a post office, rice mill, school, 
and a few shops and inns. On the morning of the 
third day we left Khudi and the river valley be-
hind and began the ascent of Kelambu Lekh.* We 
followed this ridge for two days up to open pas-
tures near Namun Pass. 

On the south side of Namun Pass lie the high-
est sheep kharkas, bearing strange sounding 
names like Ngimlu, Thurdzuk, and Khola-phalne 
. . . or simply, the Lamjung kharkas. This is a 
region of rolling grasslands and brush on the one 
hand, and of pinnacle peaks, glaciers, and icy 
lakes on the other. 

rchose the Kelambu Lekh, the easternmost ap-
proach to Lamjung Himal, in part for the great 
view eastward across the Marsiangdi gorge to 
Himal Chuli (25,081 feet), Peak 29 (25,705 feet), 
and Manaslu (26,658 feet). But this route is not 
recommended. It has voracious leeches, but aside 
from that it is short on water. Unless a local guide 
who knows the camps and water sources is en-
gaged, it is best to try one of the other lekhs. 

The best alternative is to trek from Pokhara, a 
large town farther west. Go northeast up through 
Siklis village and on up the ridge called Thu Lekh 
(marked Taunja on some maps). This is the main 
thoroughfare to and from the highlands used by 

*Do not confuse Kelambu with Helambu, a popular trek 
north of Kathmandu. See the author's article, "How to 
Trek in Nepal," in SUMMIT, March 1968. 

shepherds and pilgrims alike. It has an unob-
structed view of Siklis Himal north across the 
starkly barren valley of the Madmini-kyudpini 
River. (This tongue-twister is conveniently short-
ened to Madkyun on maps.) 

The Namun Pass area has good prospects for 
small trek-climb parties looking for some rock 
work. The main peak of Lamjung is snowy Siklis. 
Siklis Peak has three summits, actually, ranging 
from 20,000 to 23,000 feet. They rise to flank 
Annapurna II (26,041) by the southeast. But 
east of these are a large number of rock pinnacles 
called tsho in Gurung. These "Lamjung Tsho" 
can be climbed conveniently from a base in the 
kharkas (14,000 feet) or from the sanctuary of 
Dudh Pokhari (16,000 feet), the holy ice lake 
west of Namun Pass. The highest tsho is 19,700 
feet high, a dramatic unnamed spire near the lake. 
From there on eastward lies a wide selection of 
lower spires. Climbing them is best advised either 
just before or after the monsoon to avoid the 
heavy rains and slippery pitches, and the cold 
and snow of winter. 

Except in late July and August, the Lamjung 
kharkas are abandoned, but campsites are many 
and good. There are several rock shelters to put 
up under, and good water. One of the larger shel-
ters has a rock wall attached. It was once a toll 
station on the old salt route between the Tibetan 
borderlands and the lower hill districts of Nepal. 
This route crossed Namun Pass into Manang 
District. 

Since 1964, when I last travelled in upper Ma-
nang* the border district has been closed to for-
eigners. There is talk now of reopening it to trek-
king, and when that happens an alternative route 
to or from the Lamjung kharkas via Namun Pass 
on the north will be feasible. 

Manang District can be approached either from 
the west over the Nyeshang La (also called Thor-
ungse Pass), a pass above Muktinath and Thak 
Khola, or by continuing on up through the Mar-
siangdi River gorge above Khudi. The trail to 
Namun Pass turns south at Teme, a tiny village 

*See the author's article, "Treking Around Annapurna," 
in SUMMIT, October 1966. 
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of two or three houses and a travellers' shelter, a 
short walk upriver from Bagarchap and Thonje. 
(In winter Nepali lowlanders pack rice up through 
the gorge to sell or barter in Thonje and Bagar-
chap, and in the monsoon, Gurung shepherds de-
scend out of the clouds from Namun Pass to ex-
change their butter for salt here. They take one 
day coming over, but two getting back with the 
heavy loads of salt for their herds.) 

Namun Pass is 9,500 feet above Teme, up a 
very steep gradient. In the kharkas I met two 
Nepali pilgrims who claimed to have climbed 
from Thonje to the pass, seven to 17,000 feet, 
in seven hours. That is a vertical climb rate of 
1,429 feet per hour. 

Shepherd Life and Tibetan Mastiffs 

We stayed at Lamjung kharkas nearly two 
weeks, climbing near points, photographing the 
peaks, and observing shepherd life and economy. 
Their day begins at first sun with milking and 
butter churning. Then follows a heavy mid-morn-
ing meal of maize gruel with hot red peppers, but-
termilk, and black tea made with pepper and salt. 
The herd boys take the sheep to graze the hill-
sides at noon, returning in a drizzle and fog at 
dusk. Some boys stay behind to cut firewood on 
the brush slopes. Others take butter down to the 
villages and bring up more food supplies. 

At night around the fires in their huts we sat 
with the chiefs of the herds and drank liberally 
of the good sheep and goat milk they offered us, 
and they of our rum. Outside in the fog the big 
Tibetan mastiffs barked at the scent of maraud-
ing leopards which were plagueing the herds. 
(Leopard kills kept us supplied with fresh mut-
ton the whole time we were there.) 

The Tibetan mastiffs are a thing of pride. They 
run in packs, sometimes four or five to a herd of 
about 200 to 500 animals. When strangers ap-
proach, the dogs show their ferocious nature, their 

guarding instinct. We learned to walk firmly, 
speak harshly, and to carry a great big stick. 
"Na'yii khaad 0!" was our constant cry, Gurung 
for "hold the dogs!" The shepherds warned us not 
to cross the pastures alone or unarmed after dark, 
for these dogs particularly rule the night. 

8 

Pilgrimage to Dudh Pokhari 

Two hours' climb northwest of the kharkas is 
the sanctuary of Dudh Pokhari, the "milk lake." 
The sanctuary is best described as a great bowl, 
two or three miles across, littered with the boul-
ders and debris of long twisting glacial moraine. 
The Lamjung Tsho rise directly from the north 
and northeast rim. Siklis Himal dominates the 
west, and there are lesser ridges to the south and 
east. The only access is from the east, away from 
the trail to the pass. (The Survey of India 1-inch-
to-1-mile map designates a quite impossible trail 
across steep cliffs from the south. No map shows 
the location of the lake.) 

High Himalayan lakes of this sort are holy to 
the Hindus. Annually on the full moon day of 
August, called Janai Puma, scores of the faith-
ful arrive at such lakes to bathe and change their 
holy threads (janai) which are worn by the high-
est caste men. It is a strenuous trip and a grueling 
bath in the icy water even for the hardiest. But 
they approach the whole event with a religious fer-
vor that appears to obliterate much of the strain 
and the chill. 

Conveniently, shepherding and the pilgrimage 
coincide in Lamjung kharkas at this occasion. Pil-
grims arrive the day before the full moon and the 
huts come alive with festive good will. There is 
great feasting that night and the shepherds play 
their fiddle-like Sarangis and sing old songs about 
love and life in the highlands. 

Early in the morning the pilgrims bundle up 
and trudge off through the pre-dawn darkness and 
cold to ascend to the lake sanctuary. We got off 
to a late start and on our way up we met a priest-
ly old Brahmin man coming back down. He had 
been first to bathe and was shivering and babbling 
incoherently at us. "He is blessing your holy trek," 
his companion told us. The friend then confided 
that the old man was possessed by Mahadev (the 
god Shiva) who dwells in the lake. 

Each year Gurung boys and girls from the vil-
lages come in groups called Rodi "to see the fes-
tival" and to pay their respects to the goddess of 
the lake, Shiva's consort, Parvati. They make a 
great odyssey out of it, sometimes visiting several 
holy places in succession. We climbed to the 
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sanctuary with one such Rodi group, struggling 
to keep up to their pace as they raced along jok-
ing and jostling with one another. The girls were 
dressed in their finest saris and blouses, with 
much gold and coral jewelry. At the lakeside they 
modestly bathed their arms, feet, and hair, while 
the boys stripped to shorts and dived in! 

Within the hour all the pilgrims, Gurungs and 
Brahmins, had completed their pious acts of wor-
ship, floating leaf dishes filled with flowers, rice, 
copper coins, and smoking incense on the water. 
Then the Gurung young men solemnly washed the 
Rodi girls' feet from a brass pan, a symbol of 
blessing and respect. On the way back down 
through the bright sunlight the girls collected 
fragrant alpine flowers to wear in their hair and 
to take back to friends in the villages. By noon 
all of the pilgrims had left the kharkas, descend-
ing Thu Lekh toward home. 

Village of the Ancestors 

Our search for the ancient ruins, the fabled first 
village of the Gurungs, took us on two short side 
trips south of the kharkas down into the upper 
forest. The exact location was known only to a 
few shepherds, one of whom we engaged as a 
guide. 

The site showed the effects of torrential mon-
soon rains and heavy winter snows, and we found 
only the remains of a few house walls and over-
grown trails to forgotten destinations. Nearby we 
visited the remains of a Buddhist nunnery tucked 
neatly up under an overhanging cliff with an inspir-
ing view south over Gurung country. We camped 
with cow herders on a bluff overlooking the ruins. 
In the evening we heard many old stories, told to 
us in great reverence as if the ghosts of the Gurung 
forefathers were eavesdropping. 

The Trek Out 

At the end of the month our sojourn came to 
an abrupt anticlimax in impenetrable bamboo 
thickets and dense clouds on a high ridge south 
of Thu Lekh, called Chopron Lekh. On the last 
night in the high country we stayed at 11,000 
feet in Chopron Dharmsala, a resthouse built for 
the convenience of pilgrims and travellers. The 
next morning we awoke to see a spectacular pan- 
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orama of Siklis Himal and the Lamjung peaks, 
Annapurna II and Annapurna IV (24,638 feet), 
and the famous "fishtail" peak, Machhapuchare 
(22,942 feet), north of Pokhara. By ten o'clock 
the clouds had rolled in obscuring all but the for-
est track at our feet. 

Without a guide and with only a vague notion 
of our way, we began the long descent, missed an 
unmarked turnoff, and found ourselves standing 
hours later in billowing clouds on a high clifftop. 
The trail simply stopped, it seemed, at the very 
edge. We sought a way — literally fought our 
way — down into the bamboo but were quickly 
entangled and forced to retreat back to the ridge-
top. After some searching we found a track of 
sorts and descended by a series of narrow and 
exceedingly slippery ledges in the downpour. And 
leeches. 

Far below we met a shepherd who told us we 
were near Yangjakot village. Bone weary and 
wet, we continued on, and camped in a farmer's 
field at 3,000 feet elevation. By noon the follow-
ing day we had arrived in Pokhara. 

That final descent, all eight thousand feet of it, 
was dramatic. Quite suddenly we were back in the 
hot lowlands, slogging through the rice paddies 
again. It was so sultry and hot that we sweat even 
while sitting quietly in the shade. A far cry from 
the sodden chill of the highlands. 

And again there were tea shops, and soon taxies 
and electricity and cold beer . . . and no more 
leeches, thank you. 

Life in the kharkas leaves good memories of 
bright, clear morning and silent, foggy nights, 
and the warm hospitality of the shepherds (once 
past their dogs). 

The notebooks bulge with information, and the 
films hold a little of the essence of the peaks, 
the pilgrims, and the kharka life. The map is 
scratched over with new place names and more 
accurate placement of trails, lakes, and passes. 

At the village of the ancients the trees stand 
mute in the ruins, little changed in many cen-
turies. Lammergaiers and Griffon Vultures, the si-
lent winged guardians of Himalayan highlands, 
soar ominously over the cliffs. 

It was raining when we left. 
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Climbers 6 'Copters 
by Ed Johann 

The helicopter has changed mountain rescue 
techniques and is being used in the mountains more 
now than in the past. Weather and terrain still 
dictate availability but the use will multiply as 
time goes on. Time and effort put forth by scores 
of men can be curtailed if the use of a helicopter 
can be made. The Third Armored Cavalry MAST 
platoon at Ft. Lewis, Washington rescued 175 per-
sons in 158 calls in its first year of operation and 
the Department of Defense has announced it will 
extend the MAST program to fourteen more states. 

A helicopter is capable of airlifting men plus a 
litter to and from a landing site, or by hovering 
above and lowering a sling on a cable, rescuers have 
been deposited and casualities rescued at eleva-
tions as high as 7,500 feet. Landings have been 
made at altitudes above 14,000 feet. As higher 
performance machines are made available they will 
be used at even higher elevations. Some important 
factors governing the operation of the helicopter is 
the wind velocity and turbulance which occurs near 
mountains, visibility and air density. The maxi-
mum altitude at which they can operate is deter-
mined by air density, which decreases at high 
altitudes and high temperature, thus reducing the 
lifting power of the rotor blades. 

The helicopter operation does not allow it to 
make absolute vertical ascents or descents. They 
need adequate space for an approach and pull 
away. As level and as clear a spot as possible is 
desired by the pilots flying on rescue missions. 
Some however, are able to safely place their ship on 
small sloping clearings, along rock ledges and cliffs. 
Of course, the larger the landing area the easier it 
can be on the operator of the flying craft. The pilot 
knows exactly what he can do with his ship and for 
this reason, his judgment must always be the de-
ciding factor. With a knowledgeable pilot the craft 
becomes a very versatile machine, being used for 
searching, airlifting rescue teams, evacuation and 
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as an aerial ambulance. 
To help make all of this possible, rescue person-

nel on the ground should have at least a working 
knowledge of safety procedures. The most obvious 
is the danger of the spinning rotors. While on the 
ground, the ships tail rotor is the most dangerous, 
but a sudden gust of wind can bend the overhead 
rotors down, and because they turn so fast they are 
almost invisible. 

When directing a copter in remember the bigger 
the ship the stronger the downward wind thrust. 
The wind thrust can range at about 60 mph. up to 
120 mph. on the bigger ones. So do not stand on 
tree stumps, near cliff edges or drop off areas on 
the approach. Try to signal the direction of the 
wind, using smoke, strips of material or make an 
arrow with the point directed into the wind. Be-
ware of trees, wires and power lines, the last two 
being difficult for the pilot to see because they 
blend into the background. As stated previously, a 
large level flat spot is desirable and as the heli-
copter lands, be careful of flying dirt, brush or other 
materials. Some type of eye protection should also 
be used. Care must be taken to protect personal 
equipment, I have witnessed a full pack blown 
across a glacier and into a deep crevasse. Fires used 
for night landings are dangerous; burning embers 
can blow all over; they are not only useless but can 
cause fires in surrounding brush or trees. Never 
allow anyone to approach unless they need to. Al-
ways make eye contact with the pilot or with one of 
the crew he has designated as lookout. One member 
inside the ship is on lookout for communications at 
all times. Do not approach from the rear of the craft 
but from the front or on an angle to the front. Re-
member to duck down, do not run or make any 
sudden moves to add to the confusion of an already 
busy pilot. 

If planning to enter a helicopter, take care not to 
jump aboard. Allow the pilot to compensate for the 
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weight difference. Side control is limited, therefore 
side balance is important to keep the ship stable 
and level. No smoking is permitted; the helicopter, 
like other types of aircraft is vulnerable to flash 
fire. While in the craft remain seated with your 
seat belt fastened. A hard hat or helmet is recom-
mended and be alert for signals or communications 
from crew members. The same rules apply when 
SUMMIT/JUNE 1973 

you are getting off a helicopter as when you get on. 
Above all keep in mind the safety of the pilot and 
crew while involved in helicopter rescue work. This 
type of rescue vehicle is expensive. 

There are 27 different types of rotary wing air-
craft, ranging in price from the Benson B-8 
Gyrocopter at $1,195 to the Sikorsky S-64E at 
$2,146,750. 
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ACCI DENTS: 

The mountains are hazardous but climbers ex-
pect to pass through these hazards virtually un-
scathed because they are armed with special 
knowledge and physical skills, are well equipped 
and in good physical condition. In the last analysis 
a degree of luck is involved since almost all moun-
taineering situations involve some degree, however 
small, of objective danger. Accidents in North 
American Mountaineering (henceforth ANAM) is 
to some degree a chronicle of the failure of these 
happy expectations. 

Beyond the brief introductory comments of the 
editor, the selected accidents reported in some de-
tail with analyses, and the brief statistical tables, 
there lies a sizable pool of data indexed by punched 
cards and fed by a large and dedicated group of 
people concerned with mountain safety and rescue. 

The list of mountain rescue groups included in 
ANAM gives some notion of this network. These 
reports are gathered to learn more about the nature 
and level of risks involved in mountaineering, and 
ANAM is published to pass on what has been learn-
ed. Our objectives are to analyze and inform, not to 
accuse or lay blame. 

The number of accidents per year is so large that 
only selected accidents can be reported in detail. 
All reports enter into the statistics and all are held 
on file indexed by IBM and McBee Keysort cards; 
hence statistical information and detailed reports 
can be provided to those interested in mountain 
safety. The sorting categories can be roughly guess-
ed from a look at the accident report form. Those 
interested in a particular class of accidents should 
write for details. We are also interested in hearing 
from persons or groups who feel that certain speci-
fic accidents or types of accidents should be 
brought to the attention of the climbing public. 
Limitations on space may not allow all such sug-
gestions to be followed. When this is the case or 
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when the material in question seems to require a 
more extensive treatment than ANAM might allow, 
we suggest that those interested prepare a note or 
article for an appropriate club journal or climbing 
magazine. We will be happy to provide what help 
we can in such efforts, e.g. statistical information, 
accident reports and such information about work 
in the area of mountain safety as may come to our 
attention and seem relevant. 

The tabular data presented should not be inter-
preted as precisely reflecting the number of acci-
dents of various sorts per man mountain day in any 
given year. From year to year the number of man 
mountain days changes. Our figures are seriously 
influenced by the level of accident reporting. It is 
safe to assume that accidents resulting in serious 
injury requiring rescue by a recognized rescue 
group will be reported. Lesser incidents may easily 
go unreported no matter how great the potential 
danger involved. An accident is no less an accident 
for its not resulting in serious injury or death. 
Furthermore, accidents in which serious conse-
quences have been averted often hold as great a 
lesson as those which end in disaster. We would like 
to suggest that climbers take it upon themselves to 
report such incidents. 

A copy of the form used in reporting accidents is 
shown here to indicate the sort of information de-
sired. The forms themselves are available from 
mountaineering clubs and search and rescue 
groups. The form should be sent in as soon as pos-
sible following an accident. The report should be as 
complete as possible so that it may be coded prop-
erly for statistical purposes and for later recall. Re-
ports forwarded via local mountaineering groups, 
search and rescue groups or a local representative 
of the AAC Safety Committee will serve to inform 
those interested in mountain safety on both region-
al and national levels. The increase in climbing 
activity and the influence of local climbing condi- 
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EXTRA FOOD 

EXTRA CLOTHING 

SUN GOGGLES 

MATCHES HARD HAT 

FIRST AID KIT 

Other Special Equipment 
15. Climbing Equipment Failure (ropes, pitons, bolts, screws, axes, crampons, etc.) 

List type, manufacture, and type of failure. 

MAP OF AREA 

COMPASS 

FLASHLIGHT 

SUN CREAM 

JACKKNIFE 

CANDLE 

ischances of oth 
By Benjamin G. Ferris, Jr. and Peter Renz / American Alpine Club Safety Committee 

tions both point to the increasing importance of 
regional clubs in bringing safety matters to the at-
tention of climbers in their area and in analyzing 
the causes of accidents related to local climbing 
conditions. 

In the future the Safety Committee will continue 
to record, analyze and report accidents on an an-
nual basis. We also hope to expand our role as a 
clearing house for safety information and encour-
age investigation of safety matters and testing by 
regional groups. Furthermore, it may be possible to  

study the accident rates in specific areas or in a 
specific group in a way that will reduce the uncer-
tainties due to irregular reporting and ill-defined 
and uncertain population base. This information 
would enable us to quantify observations which at 
this time can only be made on a qualitative and 
conjectural level based upon current data. Quanti-
tative studies are important because they provide 
a solid basis for conclusions about safety practices 
and because they are of importance in insuring 
climbers against mountain risks. 

AMERICAN ALPINE CLUB - MOUNTAIN RESCUE ASSOCIATION 
ACCIDENT (OR LOST PERSON) REPORT 9. Primary and Contributory Causes of Accident: 

(CIRCLE APPROPRIATE WORDS OR FILL IN BLANKS) (Indicate by 1 the Primary Cause and by 2 the Contributory Causes) 

1. Date of Accident 2. Place of Accident 
(State, Range, Mountain, or Area, 

Report Completed By 
(Name IL Address, 

 

Name(s) of Person(s) 
Involved 

Age Sex Experience Club Affiliation Comments—Identify 
Leader of Party 
Positions on Rope, Etc. 

Number Directly Involved in Accident Total Number in Party  

FALL OR SLIP 

EQUIPMENT FAILURE 

FALLING ROCK OR OBJECT 

FAILURE OF RAPPEL 

FALL INTO CREVASSE 

LOSS OF CONTROL ON GLISSADE 

AVALANCHE 

10. Weather: 

WINDY WARM 

CALM COOL 

HOT COLD  

LIGHTNING HASTE 

FAULTY USE OF EQUIPMENT INEXPERIENCE 

INADEQUATE EQUIPMENT UNROPED 

EXPOSURE 
TOO SMALL 

FATIGUE PARTY SIZE 
TOO LARGE 

ILLNESS, MEDICAL 

OTHER DARKNESS 

WEATHER 

FREEZING CLOUDY HEAVY RAIN 

BELOW FREEZING FOGGY SNOW 

SUNNY DRIZZLE LIGHTNING 
Concerning the Injured: 

Name of Injured 

(Please Circle Appropriate Words in Following Questions. Use Separate Form for Each Person Injured.) 

ASCENDING EXPERIENCED ROPED HUNTING NO INJURY 

DESCENDING INTERMEDIATE UNROPED FISHING SLIGHTLY INJURED 

ON APPROACH INEXPERIENCED LEADING HIKING UNCONSCIOUS 

ON RETURN GLISSADING FLYING SERIOUSLY INJURED 

Comments BELAYING CLIMBING FATALLY INJURED 

RAPPELLING SKI-MOUNTAINEERING HOSPITALIZED 

Broken Bones—Specify 

Cuts & Bruises—Specify 

Internal Injuries—Specify 

Terrain: 

ROCK GLACIER BRUSH STREAM EASY 

SNOW GRASS TIMBER ELEVATION . MODERATE 

ICE HEATHER TRAIL PRACTICE CLIFF DIFFICULT 

Equipment Carried by the Injured and/or His Party:  

Time of Accident 

Complete Description of Accident: Use an Extra Sheet If Necessary. (Should Be Based on Group 
Discussion.) 

Analysis of Accident: What Knowledge or Techniques Would Have Helped to Avoid the Accident? 
Use Extra Sheet If Necessary. (Should Be Based on Group Discussion.) 

If hard hat worn—list type, manufacturer, and damage to hat if any 
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North Face of South Arapaho Peak with ridge used by author in his ascent on the left. View is from just 
below the glacier view. Sun is still out with storm hidden behind the mountain. Photo by Wes Loder. 
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By Wes Loder 

Our Fourth of July weekend is a hectic four-
passes-and-twenty-five-miles-in-three-days routine 
in the Maroon Bells Wilderness. So now the three 
of us, my wife, Linda, her brother, Jack, and my-
self, wish only to relax and do some alpine pho-
tography. We decide that the valley and peaks 
around Arapaho Pass will be ideal for this modest 
purpose. Accordingly, on the fifth of July, we head 
up to the Buckingham campground, situated on the 
edge of the Roosevelt National Forest about five 
miles west of Eldora, Colorado. 

Full of hope and vigor we crawl out of our sleep-
ing bags the next morning. It is completely over-
cast! Where is that blue sky and warm sun we had 
yesterday? Our ambitious plans for crossing Arap-
aho Pass dissolve in pouring rain less than a mile 
and a half up the trail. That takes care of the sixth. 

Friday, the seventh, the sun once again fails to 
appear, but we dawdle, and now, at ten o'clock, the 
sky is beautiful! 

We quickly pack up to move out with South 
Arapaho Peak (altitude: 13,397 feet), the an-
nounced objective. In addition to the usual emer-
gency rations and supplies (moleskin, ham on 
whole wheat, chapstick, oranges), we are heavily 
loaded down with camera equipment. Both Jack 
and I each carry two cameras and I have my 6.8 
pound "howitzer," a 400mm Nikkor lens. 

From our campsite to the summit is about three 
thousand vertical feet and involves five miles of 
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hiking. Except for the scramble from the glacier 
view to the summit it is all fairly well-maintained 
trail. We anticipate no difficulties, and so, modestly 
equipped, we proceed. 

After almost two miles of westward ascent and 
only one switchback, we reach the long-abandoned 
"Fourth of July" mine. Except for scattered pieces 
of timber, its buildings are gone, but the two 
winches for the mine shaft are still intact. We re-
mark how nice the weather is turning out and I 
push visions of the usual Rocky Mountain after-
noon showers to the back of my mind. 

At the mine the trail to the peak splits off. We 
turn east and the trail immediately gets steeper. 
We photograph the wind- and snow-tortured pines 
at timberline. A small knoll by the trail offers shel-
ter from the cooling breeze, so we stop there for 
lunch. We eat and chat. I occasionally glance at the 
wisps of gray-white materializing to the west. I feel 
a vague uneasiness. What if the weather gets bad 
later? Already I sense a slight tension in the air. We 
decide we had better push on. 

Now all trees are far below us. Vast open stretches 
of brownish moss, fine grass and mottled rock 
spread out and up in front of us. In just three miles 
we have moved from the deep forests of spruce and 
lodgepoles to full alpine tundra. 

Here and there birds dart among the rocks. I 
stalk water pipets and rosy finches with my long 
lens and stop quickly to record new flowers. Linda 
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is tiring and we slow our pace. By now it is after 
one o'clock and the sky is looking less and less 
benign. A rescue helicopter plop-plops by, a red 
cross painted on its side. 

We move on. Another twenty minutes and the 
giant north cirque of the Arapaho peaks is finally 
below us. In it, like ice cream in a cup, is the 
Arapaho Glacier, largest in Colorado and Boulder's 
municipal water supply. It half fills the cirque, dis-
appearing behind the near summit to separate the 
north and south peaks. At its lowest point we can 
see other hikers, tiny, Lilliputian-like figures, 
scurrying toward timberline. It is an impressive 
view, but everything is increasingly gray-brown: 
the snow, the veined and gouged cliffs, and now 
large parts of the sky. 

We discover a pika in the viewpoint cairn and 
spend a couple of fruitless minutes trying to get it 
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to appear long enough for a picture. Finally we de-
cide we better get moving. We can see afternoon 
showers, but they appear to be intent on harrassing 
Mt. Evans to the south and Long's Peak to the 
north. South Arapaho is still in sun, so we figure 
that we have time to make the summit. Linda de-
cides that she is as high as she needs to go and will 
wait for us at the viewpoint. To lighten my load I 
leave the 400mm lens with her. She promises to get 
a picture of the pika should it reappear. 

Up we go. The slope is steep and composed en-
tirely of lichen-covered boulders. There are enough 
loose rocks to keep things interesting. The clouds 
begin to roll in overhead and thicken. My ears pick 
up the rumble of thunder far off to the south. We 
quicken our upward movement. A strong sense that 
we should not be where we are intrudes and grows 
as the weather deteriorates around us. 

SUMMIT/ JUNE 1973 



At last, the first false summit. We must be close. 
Moments later we are scrambling over the second 
false summit. We are moving as fast as safety per-
mits. Finally the real summit is in view. The cloud 
cover to the south momentarily flickers; a few par-
ticles of snow or sleet drift by. We scan the much 
reduced view briefly. I turn and examine the sum-
mit register, an olive-green, plastic tube connected 
to an upward-pointing, stout iron rod. Unscrewing 
the tube's cover I remove the usual dog-eared 
papers. A snapping, buzzing sound — St. Elmo's 
fire! Jack gives shouted warning as I divest myself 
of camera and pack. A moment later I am flat on 
the rocks like a mashed fly. Before me, the iron rod 
sparks and spits, warning of an imminent strike. 

I decide I really don't need to sign the register 
after all. In fact, all I want to do is get off the 
summit. Fast! Still, I cannot leave the register un-
capped; it offends my sense of rightness. Nervous, 
torn between this sense and the desperate need to 
leave, I somehow stuff the papers back in the tube. 
Precious seconds pass as I fight to engage the 
threads of the cap on the tube. I dare touch it only 
when the buzzing intermittenly stops. At last the 
cap is on. With all sense of duty fulfilled, we exit the 
summit area at a low stooping run, equipment in 
hand, ready to drop. 

Just below the summit is a massive man-built 
platform that looms almost up to summit level, its 
purpose unknown. By it we pause. The buzzing is 
louder now and coming from every high point: the 
iron rod, the platform top, the false summits, which 
we must cross to get lower. Dare we go further? The 
platform seems to offer at least minimal shelter. We 
decide to stop. Getting into the platform's lee, we 
shed our metal belongings as far from us as pos-
sible. Useless action? It seems the right thing to do 
at the time. Now we are crouched in fetal positions 
about three feet from the rock platform, wishing 
and hoping that when the strike comes, ground 
current will decide not to hop off its face and onto 
us. 

The storm, which all this time has cunningly hid 
behind the mountain, bursts on us in full force. It 
starts to sleet. The buzzing and crackling of the St. 
Elmo's fire is intermittent but loud and persistent. 
Lightning — spectacular, branching, vibrating 
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white lines, strikes off in the valley and across on 
the other peaks. The thunder is so close it numbs 
the ears and vibrates the ground. The buzz rises 
and falls in Valkyrie-like crescendoes. Sometimes a 
bolt will momentarily stop it, sometimes not. 

The full realization of our own helplessness and 
the knowledge that we have done all we can, leads 
to an outward quiet. We speak softly. Oh yes, metal 
belt buckles, and off they go. The buzzing. Is it 
over? No, it starts again. It is getting on my nerves. 
Will there ever be quiet! The sleet turns to hail, 
fortunately soft and small. It comes down heavily 
and soon every crevice is etched in white. We are 
wet and I, without a jacket, am getting cold. The 
buzzing and lightening continue. Jack compares 
the buzzes to the sound lasers make. The compari-
son is most flattering to the present noises and 
further damaging to my peace of mind. I think of 
religion, but not seriously. Why change now? But 
I pray a little anyway. We think of Linda and hope 
she got into the little rockpile shelter at the glacier 
viewpoint. We weigh the positive aspects of our 
present meager security against the negative ones 
of moving. Reluctance to abandon equipment and 
the brilliant flashes below us finally decide the 
question. Besides, even if we do head down we 
would probably break our necks on the now slip-
pery rocks. We stay put. Will the buzzing never 
end? 

To the south I notice sunlight through a break in 
the clouds. It is so far away. We watch it, grasp it 
to our eyes, willing it to move toward us. Silence. 
Ten seconds pass, twenty seconds, thirty seconds. 
The precipitation seems to be moving off the moun-
tain. A pause, then we are scrambling for belt 
buckles, hat, cameras, packs, lenses. Everything is 
cold and wet. Elation, freedom, a strange sense of 
power and yet humility flows through me. We head 
down as fast as the slick rocks will allow. A hundred 
yards and I stop to take pictures and put on my 
jacket. We continue down. We don't pause another 
moment until we are with Linda at the glacier view. 

We talk of the experience. Did we make some 
mistakes? We certainly read the weather wrong, 
but I like to think we reacted correctly. I compare 
our experience to being on the only lightning rod 
for twenty miles. 
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by J. H. Butchart 

Other Grand Canyon viewpoints have majestic 
vistas of pinnacles and buttes, but for the sweep of 
great distances of canyon walls, Enfilade Point on 
the east side of Great Thumb Mesa is among the 
foremost. To reach it, one drives about 34 miles 
west of Grand Canyon Village on the Topacoba 
Hilltop Road, the one that leads to the 14-mile 
trail down to the Indian village of Supai. Here a 
fork turns north to the top of Great Thumb Mesa. 
The map promises only a jeep trail, but VW's and 
pickups have done it. Within 50 yards of the fork, 
the track up the bed of the wash becomes so narrow 
that rocks on one side stopped my pickup. With the 
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road as it is now, I would rather walk and avoid 
possible damage to the vehicle and tires. 

After three-and-a-half miles the jeep road comes 
to a fork where the left branch goes eight more 
miles to the rim above the Indian village. The old 
abandoned telephone line goes down the cliffs 
nearby and there are two climber's routes to Supai 
in the vicinity, but they both require ropes and are 
hard to find. North along the right branch of the 
jeep road one can turn to the east through the 
junipers and reach Enfilade Point on a compass 
bearing. The name is appropriate since it com-
mands two fairly straight stretches of the river, up 
Conquistador Aisle and down the Middle Granite 
Gorge. To get the feeling of the 4200-foot drop to 
the river, one should cross a cleft valley to the top 
of the outlying crag. This flat topped pinnacle has 
rude breastworks built up on the side toward the 
mainland and outlines of several rooms on the 
widest part at the north end. One can imagine 
several families taking refuge here while their 
homes on the mesa are being raided. 

About two-thirds of a mile north of this citadel 
ruin is the head of one of the most interesting rim 
to river trails in the entire canyon. If I count the 
time and effort I needed to find it, it is by far the 
most intriguing for me. A hint that there should be 
such a route came to me through R. C. Euler who 
had been told by a Supai elder that their fore-
fathers had farmed the delta of Fossil Creek. Ten 
years ago I found a break through the Kaibab, 
Toroweap, and Coconino Formations near the head 
of Fossil Bay. Immediately below where the main 
arm of Fossil Creek meets the Supai bedrock of the 
Esplanade, there is a deep water pocket. With this 
as base camp for several treks, I ranged widely over 
this red rock plateau 1300 feet below the rim. On 
both sides of Fossil Gorge I located ways to get 
down through the Supai Formation to the rim of 
the Redwall which is reputed to be the supreme 
barrier cliff. For 40 miles from Royal Arch Creek 
to Havasu Creek, no break through it had been re-
corded. Since a rope is needed to get down below 
the Redwall near Royal Arch Creek, one could say 
that no access to the river was known between the 
Bass Trail and Havasu Creek, 49 miles along the 
river. Since this was by far the longest piece of 
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Red Wall south of Fossil Bay. 
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they had walked down the Bass Trail and along the 
Tonto and then along the river past Elves Chasm, 
it would have been two very full days of hard hiking 
to reach Fossil Creek. Burro implied that there 
was a shorter way, but although his father had 
taken him there, he had no recollection of the route. 

On a trek to the mouth of Fossil Creek from the 
Bass Trail, I was impressed by the difficulty of 
moving along Stephen Aisle downriver from Elves 
Chasm, but there were signs that Indians had been 
here too. On the west wall between Forster and 
Fossil I noticed two ravines, one going up through 
the shale and part of the Redwall and the other 
through the rest of the Redwall. The upper one 
wasn't sure as seen from the river and it wasn't 
clear that you could get from the lower one into 
the other. The next move was to scout the route 
from the air, but I still wasn't convinced that the 
route would go. Over the years I started toward 
this break from the Bass Trail, off Apache Point, 
and off the rim of Great Thumb Mesa. Each time 
something would stop me. Once I injured both 
heels and had to be lifted out by helicopter". Once 
we ran out of time just as we approached the cru-
cial place. Another time a big storm seemed to 
threaten and we retreated. 

Finally in the spring of 1971 I got Donald Davis 
out along the rim north of Enfilade Point. We were 
intending to go down near the north end of Fossil 
Bay but since we had to walk from the start of the 
jeep road, it became apparent that we couldn't get 
farther within our time limit than I had been a few 
weeks earlier. We decided to spend our time trying 
to locate a shorter way off the rim. On the previous 
trip I had seen a break through the Coconino far 
south of the known way. Donald and I were unable 
to find a break in the mesa rim anywhere near this 
place. We finally ate lunch on the rim and went 
down through the Kaibab about two-thirds of a 
mile north of Enfilade Point. It was easy to reach a 
bighorn trail just above the rim of the Toroweap 
ledge. This was safe in places and again it would 
degenerate to a four-inch width with gaps, and the 
exposure was such that one slip would be your last. 
I am not as surefooted as when I was younger and 
I passed the worst spots with my fingers digging 
into the steep clay right beside me. When we finally 
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inaccessible riverbank in the entire canyon, I was 
all the more eager to find a route. 

Next I took the map to Supai and talked to 
Walin Burro, Euler's informant. He put on his 
glasses with one good lens and studied the map. If 
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reached the Coconino break, we couldn't get down 
Toroweap without a rope. This was aggravating 
since we could see the bighorn trails converging to 
the peak of the talus only 15 feet below. Perhaps 
sheep and deer can jump down that far while com-
ing up at another place. I was beaten again. 

On our way back, Donald stayed low and looked 
for another way through the Coconino. He saw a 
possibility much closer to our break in the Kaibab, 
and then both of us spotted a possible way through 
the top Toroweap cliff right below the access from 
the rim. By this time I was lagging because of pain 
in one foot. As soon as Donald started down the 
Toroweap he noticed some rocks piled up for a step. 
To the left was a sheltering overhang with charcoal 
and pictographs at the far end. While I waited he 
made good time along the sheep trail and returned 
with the report that the route was 99% possible. 
He had found a convenient way to get through the 
last Toroweap ledge and he could see that the 
Coconino seemed sure. 

I went home to nurse my sore foot while Donald 
returned the next morning to explore. He found 
what we hoped for, the Coconino a walk except for 
a few yards at the bottom, water holes, and Indian 
ruins. The first rain pool is where the descent ravine 
first digs deep into the Supai bedrock. The other is 
two ravines to the northeast at the same elevation 
in a ravine draining the far side of a white knoll. He 
confirmed my hope about a route down the Supai 
just south of the mouth of Fossil Creek and he 
found chips of worked stone nearby. The ruins were 
near the waterholes, and he found a stick cut by a 
steel blade. Donald spent his time exploring the 
Esplanade instead of going down toward the river. 

I was back less than two weeks later. I had tried 
to get a companion, but I felt that it was appro-
priate to tackle this route alone. I wanted to upset 
the jinx. The project had cost me a broken rib and 
injured heels and I understood how Captain Ahab 
felt toward Moby Dick. Everything went off in fine 
shape. I took my time to pass the bad places. The 
sky was blue, the birds were singing, and the 
flowers were blooming. With tape around my weak 
foot, I avoided pinching the nerve. I found Don-
ald's water holes and I was ahead of schedule when 
I reached the Supai descent. This is on the north 
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side of the first bay south of the mouth of Fossil 
Creek. 

The first part of the Redwall rim was easy walk-
ing. I knew from my aerials that I shouldn't leave 
the Redwall rim until I reached a slot about a mile 
south of the Supai descent. Where this ravine be-
came narrow I had to bypass a big chockstone. 
Here the nearly vertical north wall is broken by 
convenient holds which are never more than three 
feet apart. Leaving my pack, I made sure that I 
could climb down. Without even my canteen and 
camera, I continued down the defile. At one more 
place I had to face in using my hands, but when I 
came to the end of the slot above a big fall, I could 
turn to the left along a bench. Around the corner I 
could see where I had turned back 18 months 
before. After a simple scramble down a chute and 
some careful sidehill walking I had connected with 
my former route. Going to the river from there is 
as simple as getting down the Supai. 

Instead of getting my pack and proceeding to 
the river, I backtracked. Near the foot of the Supai 
descent it was 5:30 p.m. If I could find water in the 
narrow Redwall ravine here I could camp with 
plenty of daylight. I passed several dry pockets in 
the bed and then found a good hole with water over 
a foot deep. It was breeding mosquitos the same as 
the other pools, but the wrigglers I eat don't hurt 
me. I had a fine scenic and windy campsite under 
an overhanging rock. In the morning I found a 
large mescal pit near Donald's deeper waterhole. 
They are circular rock piles where the Indians used 
to bake the sweet hearts of the agave. 

This route is now marked by Davis' and my 
cairns at several crucial places. Over the years I 
have rediscovered a number of climber's routes 
from the rim to the river, but for scenery and brev-
ity, this one is foremost. Even while passing the 
danger zones slowly, one should be able to get from 
the rim to the river in four and a half hours. This 
Enfilade Point Route could be combined with the 
Bass Trail to form a loop trip past Elves Chasm. It 
also makes practicable treks to Specter Chasm and 
beyond. The remaining 33 miles of Colorado river 
bank without a known access still set the record for 
inaccessibility. Will some one find other routes 
down Specter or Matkatamiba? Good hunting! 
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Yosemite Valley 

Henry Barber free-soloed (without a rope) two 
difficult routes in the valley. He climbed the Steck-
Salathe Route on the North Face of Sentinel Rock 
in 21/2  hours and the Midterm, a 5.10 classic in the 
Arch Rock area. 

Bruce Carson and Dave Anderson climbed the 
Rostrum and far west face of Rixon's Pinnacle 
without carrying hammers, using only nuts and 
fixed pitons. Carson also soloed the south face of 
Washington Column. 

On the 4th and 5th of June, Henry Barber and 
Keith Bell made an almost piton-less ascent of the 
Nose Route on El Capitan. Previous ascents of this 
style were made this year by Rick White, Doug 
Scott, Jim Denini and Peter Minks. All climbed 
between 50 and 70% of the route free. Bell de-
scribed the ascent as follows: 

"During our ascent, all pitches between Sickle 
Ledge and the top of Texas Flake went free, using 
all nut protection and at a maximum grade of 5.10 
(Stovelegs) . No pitons were placed in this section. 
The right-hand side of Boot Flake was aided on 
nuts until ten feet below the top of the flake (A.3) . 
This was perhaps the hardest aided pitch of the 
climb, however it could go free if one is prepared 
for an extremely long lead-out without protection 
at 5.10 plus standard. 

"From Boot Flake to the Great Roof pitch, all 
climbing went free apart from a short aid section on 
nuts to the pendulum point into the Camp Four 
ledges. 
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"The first pitons used were placed in the Great 
Roof pitch. The pitch above the Great Roof went 
free with occasional points of aid, and the following 
pitch into Camp Five was climbed normally. 

"Pitch 26 to the Glowering Spot started free but 
requires pitons to complete the pitch. The pitch 
above required nuts for aid (A.2) until the last ten 
feet below the belay ledge on the right. 

"The pitch above Camp Six was done on nuts for 
aid until ten feet below the belay point. This pitch 
could go free at a very high standard if dry, to aid 
on nuts (A.3) . Next pitch requires pitons, small 
stoppers and wedges on wire. Pitch above small 
roof goes completely free (5.7) . One long pitch 
using occasional points for aid leads to the bolt 
ladder over the summit cap. Between the Great 
Roof to the summit inclusive, 10-15 pitons were 
placed. 

"For persons wishing to make this very satisfying 
style of ascent the following equipment list may be 
helpful. It is to be hoped that this style of ascent 
comes into vogue before the Nose becomes the 
Comici of the Americas, in regards fixed pitons. 

"PITONS: 2 — 1/2" Angles, 1 — %" Angle, 2 — 
3/4" Angles, 1 — 1" Angle, 1 — 11/4" Angle, 4 — 
Medium Lost Arrows. NUTS: A large selection of 
nuts (25-30) ranging from a No. 2 Stopper to a No. 
10 Hexcentric. For aid pitches medium wedges and 
hexagons (Clogs) on wire were very useful. OTHER 
ITEMS: 11/4  gallons of water and 8 candy bars. 
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Yosemite's El Capitan. 

Photo by Harry Daley 
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Rope Deterioration Study 
A rope deterioration study is being made this 

year by the American Alpine Club Safety Commit-
tee. Sixteen ropes have been purchased and placed 
with responsible and able climbers who have agreed 
to keep specific data on the use of the ropes. They 
will be used exclusively in the Shawangunks. 

The committee hopes that climbers will keep 
data on their own climbing ropes and when it is 
retired send it to Edward Nester, AAC Equipment 
Safety Committee Chairman, 7 Fieldston Road, 
Princeton, New Jersey. Postage will be paid by the 
committee. The initial 16 control ropes will only be 
subjected to free climbing and mechanical ascend-
ers will not be used on the ropes. Forms for keeping 
data on ropes can be obtained from Ed Nester. 
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The American Alpine Club Guide Certification 
Committee has compiled a working document to be 
used in the certification of guides. Four catagories 
will be certified. They are Mountain, Rock Climb-
ing, Snow and Ice and Master Alpine. 

A candidate must be at least 21 years of age, 
have climbed for at least six seasons or three years 
in at least two areas of different bedrock or alpine 
challenge, shown sustained interest in mountain-
eering, have been actively engaged in the profession  

of guiding under the supervision or direct knowl-
edge of an already certified guide for a minimum of 
two seasons, and applied for membership in the 
American Mountaineering Guides Association. 

Those certified may not advertise the fact until 
1975. 

The AAC Committee is composed of William L. 
Putnam, Chairman; Hans Gmoser, Dee Molenaar, 
Raffi Bedayn, Robert Craig and John Williamson. 
Qualification for each of the catagories is as follows: 

Guide Mountain i 
Leadership proficiency at roped clmbiAng to a 

level of 5.0. Current certification by the merican 
National -Red Cross in Standard and Ad-vanced 

First Aid. Proficiency at at 

with map and 

compass. Competence at wilderness cue. Basic 
survival. 

DeMODStrated ability at mountain res 
appreciation of snow travel techniques. 

Rock Climbing 
Leadership proficiency at sustained clean climb-

ing to a level of 5.7. Thorough knowledge of rock 
climbing techniques, including direct aid. Two sea-
sons of practical supervised guiding at this level. 

Snow and Ice 
Demonstrated capability at extended snow trav- 

el ove 
terrain 

winter conditions. 

Thorough 
r alpine 

under know/edge 
of theoretical and 

aspects 
of snow 

conditions, 
ava/anche 

saf 

rescue. Demonstrated 
evide.n 

practical 
ce at wilder ety and 

ness sur- vival under winter conditio.ns. Proficiency at ex-tended leading on a high-angle 

snow 
and ice, 

and 

crevassed 

glacier travel, including 

crevasse _rescue. 

Two 
seasons of winter alpine 

experience. 7-Tw
0 sea- 

sons of 

practical supervised guiding  at this level. 

Master Alpine 
Five years of sustained guiding at any of the 

lower levels of certification. Demonstrated experi-
ence for at least two seasons each in at least two 
sections of the IJ. S. A. Basic understandin.g of 

mountain meteorology. 
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(A Commentary by Members of the Recent 
Interamerican Expedition) 

On February 16, 1973 five members of our expe-
dition and two local residents with whom we had 
contracted for mules left the village of Atanquez in 
the Department of Cesar to visit the central peak 
district of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, the 
high coastal range of northern Colombia repeatedly 
praised for its geographical interest and accessi-
bility. On February 17 and 18 we were refused per-
mission to follow the path up the Rio Donachui 
that has in recent years been the principal means 
of access to this district. The authority to control 
access was claimed by the Comisario of the Indian 
village of Donachui, who asserted that he was act-
ing on the instructions of a Gobernador of the In-
dians of all or most of the settlements in the Sierra 
Nevada, who makes his headquarters in the town 
of San Sebastian de Rabago and apparently relayed 
these instructions in the course of several radio 
conversations with individuals in Donachui. We 
understood his name as being Libertad Tres. 

Several recent visitors to this region have been 
turned back or been faced with demands for pay-
ment of thousands of Colombian pesos (rate of ex-
change 24 to the U.S. dollar) in order to proceed 
on the trails. The power of civil authorities to guar-
antee access to the area has gradually been brought 
into question. In January of 1973 Allan de Gruyter, 
an American resident of Barranquilla, long ac-
quainted with the Sierra Nevada and professionally 
involved with numerous missionary and religious 
endeavors in the area, was denied permission to 
pursue the route of the first parties to visit the high 
peak district (in 1939) from San Sebastian, on 
grounds that the Indian agency in Valledupar alone 
had authority to grant permission. We secured a 
letter from the Commission of Indigenous Affairs 
in Valledupar addressed to the village authorities 
in Donachui conferring permission for our trip and 
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forbidding them to demand payment for anything 
other than services rendered. Despite this letter 
and the expectations of Benvenido Martinez, our 
tactful and competent local representative, who 
was making his twelfth trip to the high peak dis-
trict, we were unable to persuade the Comisario of 
the village of Donachui, Antonio Quechamilla 
(sp.?) , to unlock the metal gate above the village 
that bars farther access to the trail. He indicated 
that he could not do so except upon instruction 
from San Sebastian. 

I had spent the preceding six weeks in Colombia 
and had discussed our plans with a number of in-
dividuals and institutions exceptionally well in-
formed about the region. Larry Fry, a Peace Corps 
volunteer who has worked with INDIRENA, the 
Colombian conservation agency, in Cali, advised 
that agency of our plans, in both Barranquilla and 
Valledupar. The government of the Department of 
Cesar has established a tourist office in Valledupar, 
which was also informed of our plans. The Colom-
bian Embassy in Washington, D.C. had responded 
cordially to our requests for assistance in obtaining 
maps and complying with Colombian customs regu-
lations. 

Our purpose was to conduct a general recon-
naissance of the high peak district, and especially 
to compare aerial photographs of snow conditions 
prepared for the American Geographical Society in 
1939 and 1969 with extant snow conditions. We 
planned to collect botanical and entomological 
specimens (a previous trip to the Nevado del Huila 
in southern Colombia had resulted in the descrip-
tion of one new plant species) and take photo-
graphs for a book on the wildernesses of Colombia. 
This latter objective was deferred when Guillermo 
Cajiao of Cali, an experienced documentary pho-
tographer, had to cancel his plans to accompany us. 
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Our purposes were serious and constructive, but we 
had sought no status beyond that of the simple 
tourists who are encouraged in official literature 
about the area to visit the Sierra Nevada and its 
high districts. 

Our group presented a declaration of these pur-
poses to the Comisario, reciting the official support 
and encouragement we had received from all gov-
ernmental authorities we had contacted, and re-
minding him that our purpose, the advancement of 
geographic knowledge, receives support and en-
couragement everywhere in the world. We pledged 
ourselves to respect the lands and possessions of 
the Indians, repeated our request to pass, and con-
fessed to a strong sense of insult and inhospitality 
at being turned back without reason after having 
come from New York, Washington, D.C., and else-
where in Colombia. This declaration was presented 
to the Comisario before an assembled group of men 
of the village on the evening of February 17. Al-
though it was received politely we were repeatedly 
told that permission had to come from San Sebas-
tian. 

We are issuing this report so that the geogra-
phical and scientific community, in the Americas 
and elsewhere in the world, will know that ques-
tions of access need to be resolved before other 
parties can plan with any confidence to visit the 
area. Tourism seems to be out of the question until 
governmental authorities in Colombia work out a 
method of access which the Indians will respect. 

We heard about previous groups which had 
stolen Indian property, robbed churches, set off ex-
plosive charges without permission, and killed live-
stock. These incidents, and the desire of the in-
digenous inhabitants of this region to preserve their 
distinctive way of life, probably account for the 
denial of access. We should also point out that the 
Arhuaco Indians are not original denizens of the 
mountain regions, but were forced up into them 
from the valleys, which may account for their lack 
of hospitality to travellers in the mountains — a 
trait most positively shown by almost all true 
mountain dwellers throughout the world. While the 
residents of the lower mountain valleys may not 
sympathize with the desires of outsiders to cross 
their lands, the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta has 
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been publicized all over the world as a rewarding 
area to visit. The January-February issue of Sum-
mit carried an enthusiastic account of a visit to the 
central peaks from San Sebastian, for example. 
(We had not sought access from that point because 
the road to that village is now reported to be vir-
tually impassable beyond the last village below 
Pueblo Bello.) In the words of the Smithsonian 
Handbook of South American Indians, "The Sierra 
Nevada de Santa Marta. . . has for more than half 
a century been of interest to geologists, geogra-
phers, zoologists, botanists, and anthropologists. In 
spite of scientific curiosity about the problems of 
this area, little systematic research has been done 
in the region." The superb forests of its northern 
slopes, the pristine splendor of the high peaks, and, 
paradoxically, the distinctive customs of its Indian 
inhabitants, all warrant special efforts at preserva-
tion. Nor will Colombian tourist authorities wish to 
see legitimate travel interests jeopardized. 

On returning to Santa Marta we drew the atten-
tion of the regional office of the Colombian National 
Corporation for Tourism to these problems. For the 
time being, on their advice, parties wishing to travel 
to the region would be well advised to write to Dr. 
Manuel German Cuello, Gobernador del Departa-
mento del Cesar, in Valledupar, to request advice 
and assistance from the departmental government. 
Mr. Robert Moyer, Apartado Aereo 148, Valle-
dupar, is a missionary and farmer in the Rio Guata-
puri who is actively interested in solving problems 
of access to the satisfaction of both Indians and 
visitors. His advice might be sought by those seek-
ing to visit the area. 

We doubt that the matter should be viewed sole-
ly as a problem of access. Groups intent upon visit-
ing the area should certainly not contemplate the 
use of force if they meet a similar challenge, and 
everything should be done to minimize the risk of 
senseless violence. The central peak district is un-
inhabited and the surrounding paramos receive 
very light use for grazing. Alternate access routes 
might be brought into use that would have less im-
pact on the Indians' desire for privacy. We wish to 
draw attention to two conclusions we have reached. 

First, the national government of Colombia 
might appropriately assist departmental and local 
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agencies and individuals in resolving questions of 
access to the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. 

Second, the natural and human resources of the 
Sierra Nevada should be appraised and described 
as fully is possible in the reasonably near future as 
a guide to planning for the future of the region. We 
would be interested in cooperating with govern-
mental and private agencies in arranging one or 
more surveys that would help to establish the 
character and extent of the scenic, biological, and 
social resources of the Sierra Nevada. Guillermo 
Cajiao, with important assistance from the Banco 
de la Republica, would probably be able to partici-
pate and complete his photographic inventory. We 
are sure that others would be interested as well. 

We therefore propose as a group to continue, for 
a short time at least, as an informal committee to 
encourage and assist in the resolution of the ques- 

Instant satisfaction for trail hunger,, featuring Lasagna with 
Meatballs and many others! Plus, the industry's broadest 
selection of over 150 delicious lightweight foods. 
Send for FREE COLOR BROCHURE and list of 
our dealers in your area. Catalog features 
caloric, fat, carbohydrate & protein contents 
and a handy Day Planner. 

28 

tions that have arisen, and we extend this invita-
tion to others with an interest in the region to stay 
in touch with us. 

Philip C. Ritterbush 
2324 Tracy Place, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dear Editor, 
I have just noted in your May issue that an ex-

pedition was denied permission to the Sierra Ne-
vada de Santa Marta via the Rio Donachui route. 
In January of this year three friends and myself 
traveled this route with some delay through the 
Indian lands. We were charged a little over 700 
pesos and worked building a trail for a day before 
we were allowed access to the central peaks. 

Kent Johnson 
Germantown, Pa. 
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Teton Regulations 
In a four-year period from 1969 to 1972, back-

country use in Grand Teton National Park has 
gone from 84,000 to over 126,000 and is concen-
trated in a 2 1/2  month period. The National Park 
Service views this increased use with concern, and 
the threat of a marked deterioration in the quality 
of the experience is becoming obvious. Park Super-
intendent Gary Everhardt states that the rationale 
is not to let use exceed what it was in 1972. 

Capacities for 1973 on a per day basis in major 
backcountry camping areas will be a maximum of 
156 parties, not to exceed 910 people. A non-fee 
written permit will be required for all overnight 
backcountry use (obtained at any Ranger Station 
and Visitor Center) . The permit must be carried 
and shown upon request by patrol personnel. There 
is a three-night maximum stay for individual 
campsites. No open fires will be permitted in most 
of the Teton backcountry. 

The Jenny Lake Campground, a traditional base 
for climbers, has been placed on a reservation sys-
tem, so prior planning will be necessary for those 
desiring space. 

McKinley Mining 
Devaluation of the dollar increased the price of 

gold and the result will be echoing among the hills 
of Mt. McKinley National Park. Since mining is 
permitted by the law under which the park was set 
aside in 1917, a miner has requested a permit to 
prospect near the Sunset Glacier across from the 
Eielson Visitor Center. 

Though such requests must be granted, the Su-
perintendent can insist on compliance with NPS 
regulations which stipulate ways and means of 
access, location of excavations, disposition of waste 
produced, construction of buildings, etc. Despite 
this protection, it is possible that McKinley Park 
visitors will have to look at a cat road down the 
slope beside the Eielson Visitor Center and across 
the Thorofare Bar, and at scars on Mt. Eielson 
itself. 

—Tundra Telegram, Camp Denali 
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Climbing in Nepal 
Although climbing is now permitted on many of 

Nepal's fine mountains, few American expeditions 
climb there. At the same time, many Japanese 
and European expeditions are active in Nepal. 
This is doubtless largely due to the greater dis-
tance between the U.S. and Nepal. Perhaps, it is 
also partly because American climbers don't rea-
lize getting permission to climb in Nepal is rela-
tively straight forward. There is a list of peaks 
approved for mountaineering. Any peak on this 
list may be reserved for either the pre-monsoon 
(Jan. to Apr.), or post-monsoon (Sept. to Dec.) 
season if no other party has previously reserved it. 

Several peaks in the Kanchenjunga region have 
recently been added to the list including Jannu 
and the previously unclimbed third highest sum-
mit of Kanchenjunga which is over 8000 meters 
high and one of the highest unclimbed peaks in 
the world. 

After the application is accepted, half of the 
peak fee must be paid. This fee is $600 for peaks 
between 6000 and 8000 meters, $800 for peaks 
over 8000 meters, and $1000 for Everest. Climbing 
peaks of less than 6000 meters in height is con-
sidered trekking and no special permission is re-
quired. 

If you plan to hire Sherpas, you must insure 
them and equip them in the same manner as ex-
pedition members are equipped. A liason officer 
will be assigned to the expedition by the Nepali 
government. He must also be equipped and paid 
a monthly salary. Duty must be paid on all con-
sumables brought into Nepal. This includes food 
and any equipment not being taken out of the 
country such as that given to Sherpas. 

Information concerning availability of a specific 
peak may be obtained from Mr. Narayan Das 
Shrestha, Mountaineering Division, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Permission to climb in Nepal should be obtained 
through the American Alpine Club who can pro-
vide detailed information about organizing an 
expedition to Nepal. 
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Seek Ilete4 
CASCADE ALPINE GUIDE, by Fred Beckey. 
Published by The Mountaineers, Box 122, Seattle, 
Washington 98111. 354 pages, 7x81/2  inches. 100 
pages of maps, sketches and photos. Flexible plastic 
binding. $9.95. 

The book fully describes climbing and high 
routes on virtually every peak from Stevens Pass 
to the Columbia River. This area includes the pop-
ular Alpine Lakes section east of Seattle, plus the 
three southern "major" peaks — Mts. Rainier, St. 
Helens and Adams. 

"Cascade Alpine Guide" is probably the most 
completely detailed and heavily researched climb-
ers' guide ever produced. Preparation covered 
several years and many climber-hours to verify ap-
proaches, camp sites, climbing routes and varia-
tions. A unique feature of the book is the use of a 
second color (red) to indicate routes and variations  

on excellent black-and-white photos of the moun-
tains; often several angles are shown. At 354 pages 
and 7 by 81/2  inches, the book is relatively compact 
for the amount of information it carries. The tough, 
flexible plastic binding should withstand years of 
wear. 

THE COMPLETE SNOW CAMPER'S GUIDE, 
by Raymond Bridge, is published by Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 597 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N.Y. for $4.95. This book is an in-depth report on 
winter camping, discusses techniques and equip-
ment, describes snow and ice camping, backpack-
ing, snowshoeing, alpine and nordic ski touring, 
winter navigation, survival techniques, storms, 
avalanches and steep snow, and the handling of 
emergencies. It is liberally illustrated with photo-
graphs and diagrams. 
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A CLIMBERS GUIDE TO THE TETON 
RANGE, by Leigh Ortenburger. This guidebook, 
established during the past 17 years as the defini-
tive reference for mountaineering in the Grand 
Teton National Park, has been reissued in a con-
densed edition for use during the summers of 1973 
and 1974. 

Originally published in 1956, Ortenburger's 
guide to Teton climbing was revised in 1965; this 
revised edition was sold out in the fall of 1971. The 
author and the Sierra Club have reached agreement 
to issue a second complete revision which will be 
available no sooner than the summer of 1975. To 
meet the demand during the intervening two years, 
a photo-offset condensation of the 1965 edition has 
been printed and is available for distribution. 

This condensed edition contains all the regular 
routes on the major peaks and pinnacles as well as 
the important difficult routes appealing to more ad-
vanced climbers. All of the route diagrams and 
detail maps from the complete work have been in-
cluded to make this new edition as valuable as ever. 
It is attractively bound in heavy gold saddle-
stitched paper, is complete with table of contents 
and a new foreword, and contains 144 pages. 

The author is personally publishing this interim 
condensed edition and will provide immediate ship-
ment of all orders. $2.95 to Leigh N. Ortenburger, 
Box 787, Jackson, Wyoming 83001. 

THE HALL OF THE MOUNTAIN KING by 
Howard H. Snyder. Published by Charles Scrib-
ner's Son's, N.Y. $8.95; 32 pages of photographs, 
2 maps. 

On June 25, 1967, the twelve man Joseph F. 
Wilcox-Mount McKinley Expedition began their 
ascent of North America's highest peak, 20,320-foot 
Mount McKinley in Alaska. Only five men re-
turned. 

In THE HALL OF THE MOUNTAIN KING 
Howard H. Snyder, one of the survivors, tells the 
full story of the most tragic mountaineering expedi-
tion in American history. From pre-expedition 
plans through two successful summit assaults and 
the fatal descent, Snyder records the day-to-day 
life of the expedition. He frankly discusses the corn- 
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plex and often difficult personal interactions of the 
team members. After achieving McKinley's sum-
mit in two separate assault teams, the expedition's 
good fortunes were shattered by a horrendous 
storm on the upper slopes. As Snyder shows, crucial 
errors in judgment led to seven deaths. 

The reconstruction of the fatal descent was made 
possible by deciphering tape recordings of the 
badly garbled radio communications with Mt. Mc-
Kinley Park Rangers. The author, who led the first 
five-man team to the summit, replayed and tran-
scribed the messages of the lost second team, one 
or two words at a time for two weeks. This process 
revealed previously unintelligible information — 
most importantly, that one man was already miss-
ing when the second team reached the summit. 

31 



? 
GIBBS :111  

ASCENDERS 
Each Ascender is tested 

to 1000 pounds. Its smooth 
rounded teeth produce 

little or no rope damage. 
Especially applicable to 

equipment haulage, group 
ascents, fixed rope and 

rescue operations. Operates 
on icy or muddy ropes. 

ASCENDERS with spring wire $7.25 
ASCENDERS with quick release pin $8.50 

include 250 postage per ascender / 500 airmail 

ROPE / SLING / CARABINERS GIBBS PRODUCTS 
20% DISCOUNT ON ORDERS 854 PADLEY STREET 

of $65. OR MORE. SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84108 
SEND FOR A CATALOGUE TO: 

rzoli-Binsdo-unviirisfiop  
A STORE FOR CLIMBERS 

On the way to Yosemite North of Fresno 

ROBBINS' MOUNTAIN SHOP 

own"' 

FRESNO 

7183 NORTH ABBY ROAD, PINE DALE PHONE 439 -0745 

— 

karrimor, born and bred in England, 
tried and tested on the world's major 
climbs. Illustrated is the Alpiniste 
Model. 

The Don Whillans"Alpiniste' sac—
designed by a man whose name and 
exploits had gone down in legend long 

before the end of the '60's. Whillans was, and still is, renowned for 
his toughness and blunt Lancashire nature. His sac is made from good 
old fashioned orange cotton duck, full chrome leather straps and 
shoulder harness, and a contrasting black leather base; and it wears 
like 'ell. There's something very European about frameless climbing 
sacs — something that we do imperceptably, yet markedly better. 

Distributed by: 
Thos. Black & Sons Ltd. Alpine Crafts Company Mountain Paraphernalia 
930 Ford Street 255 Channel Street Box 4536 
Ogdensburg, New York San Francisco, California 94107 Modesto, California 95352 

ONE OF THE 
INTERNATIONALS 
from karrimor Products Limited Avenue Parade Accrington Lancashire England 
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The mountain. 

Mt. McKinley rises 20,320 feet in one of 
the world's greatest isolated uplifts. 
Located in South Central Alaska (latitude 
63 degrees 4' North), it is only a few 
degrees south of the Arctic Circle. It is 
35 degrees of latitude or 2400 miles north 
of Mt. Everest and is the highest mountain 
in North America. 

The extreme northern geographical 
location and high altitude accounts for Mt. 
McKinley regularly experiencing some of 
the severest weather on Earth: winds 
often exceed 80 mph and temperatures 
approach 100 degrees below zero. No 
month escapes these harsh conditions, 
particularly above 14,000 feet. 

The upper two-thirds of Mt. McKinley is 
covered with permanent snow fields 
which feed numerous glaciers. The 
mountain has wintery Arctic weather all 
year long. 

It is a long, tiring and difficult ascent. 
Members of The 1972 Denali (Mt. 
McKinley) Expedition, like many previous 
assaults, carried heavy packs (70-85 lbs. 
each) of equipment including short skis, 
were forced to dig and live in ice caves to 
survive the storms and wore Arctic 
expeditionary clothing to prevent 
freezing above 14,000 feet. 

The boot. 

The 1972 American Denali Expedition 

Camp at 17,300 feet. 

selected Raichle boots to keep their feet 
warm, dry and protected during the climb. 
The Raichle Nanga Parbat (the model 
they chose) is a special cold weather and 
winter mountaineering double boot for 
expeditionary use. 

The Raichle Nanga Parbat was also 
chosen by The 1973 American Dhaulagiri 
Expedition. This 4-month expedition of 20 
American climbers are attempting to 
reach the 26,795 foot summit of Dhaulagiri 
I in the Nepal Himalayas without oxygen. 

Mt. McKinley, Alaska: 20,320 feet of the 
most severe weather on Earth. 

Major expeditions equipped with 
Raichle boots. 

Many well-known expeditions to the far 
corners of the Earth have ascended the 
world's loftiest and most formidable peaks 
in Raichle boots. Here are a few, just for 
the record. 
1959 Swiss Andes Expedition 
1960 Spitzbergen Expedition 

Caucasus Expedition 
1961 Kilamandjaro Expedition 
1962 German/Swiss Pumo-Ri Expedition 
1963 Swiss/German Greenland Expedition 

South African Expedition 
1964 AAC Greenland Expedition 

Swiss Andes Expedition 
1965 German/Nepal/Himalaya Expedition 

Swiss Andes Expedition 
1966 Swiss Greenland Expedition 
1969 Watkins Mountain Expedition 

(Greenland) 
1970 Andes Expedition 

Cambridge Staundings Expedition 
to Greenland 

1971 Dhalagiri II Expedition 
Augsburger Andes Expedition 

1972 American Denali (Mt. McKinley) 
Expedition 

1973 American Dhaulagiri Expedition 

Raichle trail, hiking and 
climbing boots. 

In addition to mountaineering and 
expedition boots, Raichle also makes well 
known trail, hiking and climbing boots. 
After more than 60 years of making 
outstanding quality boots, Raichle of 
Switzerland knows its work well. Raichle 
constructs their boots on the finest 
American lasts to fit the comparatively 
wide ball and narrow heel of the American 
foot. Expensive Grade "A" leather is 
carefully selected, tested and used in all 
Raichle boots. 

Raichle's reputation rests on its long 
history of delivering a fine fit. No other 
boot maker offers every boot in true half-
sizes and either two or three widths. With 
soft pig skin leather lining and contour 
foam padding, to boot. 

The Raichle Wetterhorn is a heavy-duty 
(3.5 mm.) one-piece, flesh-out Russia 
(heifer) leather boot with high (25%) grease 
content. Close-trimmed Vibram® sole for 
precise edging on rock. With long steel 
shank, Norwegian welt, extra thick leather 
midsole and innersole, full grain leather 
lining and scree guard with high gusset. 

The Raichle Diableret is a top technical 
climbing boot for rock and ice. Extra 
heavy-duty (4.0 mm.) one-piece upper 
flesh-out Russia (heifer) leather, with high 
(25%) grease content, close-trimmed 
double Vibram® sole and long steel shank, 
thick leather midsole and innersole, full 
bellows (French) tongue, full grain leather 
lining and double roll scree guard. 

We want you to know what to look for in 
a hiking, climbing, trail and mountaineering 
boot. Because when you do, we know 
you'll want Raichle boots. Ask your dealer 
for a free copy of our new booklet, "Taking 
the Mystery out of Boots", or just write us. 

And if your mountaineering shop, club or 
organization would like to see the official 
film documentary of The 1972 American 
Denali (Mt. McKinley) Expedition, 
co-sponsored by Raichle, just drop us a 
note. 

The Raichle Diableret, Nanga Parbat 
and Wetterhorn. 

The best of Europe in America 

Raichle Molitor USA, Inc. 
200 Saw Mill River Road 
Hawthorne, New York 10532 

In Canada: 
Sports Specialties 
Montreal 
Province of Quebec 



04. 

free  

The Number One 
rope for safety, 
reliability, handling. 
Supplier to the American 
Dhauagiri Expedition 

The Donner Mountain Corporation 
Berkeley. California 

Let your hips 
shoulder the load. 

There's a simple, 
logical idea behind 
the Alpenlite wrap-
around backpack 
design: Your hips 
and legs can carry 
excess weight 
better than your 
shoulders and spine. 

For the name of 
the Alpenlite 
dealer in your 
area, write to 
Alpenlite, 115d 
South Spring 
Street, Claremont, 
California 91711. 

Alpenlite® 

Copyright 1973 
The Wilderness 
Group Inc. 

Down home 
comfort in 
Kastinger boots. 

Mountain Products Corporation 
Exclusive U.S. distributors for Kastinger boots. Makers of down insulated sleeping bags and clothing, tents, packs and jackets. 

Send for free catalog. 123 South Wenatchee Ave , Wenatchee, Wa 98801 
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High Loft Collar — For 
extra warmth around 

neck. 

Over-The-Shoulder Con-
struction (Patent Pending) 
Provides additional 
warmth at shoulders and 
uniform closure around 
face when drawn 

Fully Baffled Differen-
tially Cut Foot — Elimi-
nates down shift and 
cold spots. 

CROSS-SECTION OF 

"HIGH LOFT. '" SLEEPER 

Heavy Duty, Two - Way 
Separating 3 10 YKK Del-
rin Zipper—Allows right 
and left bags to be 
zipped together. 

Down-Filled Draft Tube 
Behind Zipper 

300 lb. Test Double-Knit 
Baffle Material 

Differentially Cut Inner 
and Outer—Assures 
form loft. 

Velcro® Closure—Allows 
bag to be closed over 
shoulders while zipper is 
open for ventilation. 

Overlapping "V" Tube 
Baffle Construction—For 
maximum loft. 

THE "HIGH LOFTS"' 
ARE HERE! 

The all new "High LoftTM  Sleepers from Alpine Designs—the 
most advanced down sleeping bags in the world. Warm and roomy. 

The "High Loft"TM  Sleepers must be seen to be appreciated. 

So, visit your nearest Alpine Designs 
dealer" now and see the entire "High 
Loft"TM line. Also, be sure to see his 
complete line of Alpine Designs packs, 
tents and down-filled outerwear. 

When you make your choice, make it 
Alpine Designs . . . the company de-
voted to making the best even better. 

Al ine 
Desmns 
A General Recreation, Inc. Co. 
6185 East Arapahoe, P. 0. Box 3407 
Boulder, Colorado 80303, U.S.A. 

*Write to our Customer Service Department for the name of your nearest dealer. 



address 

state 

Here is Frostline's most popular lightweight jacket 
kit. Insulated by a quilted Nylon Taffeta construction 
and filled with prime northern goose down, the best 
natural insulator available anywhere. The Aspen is 
designed with elastic cuffs to help keep out the cold. 
A down-baffled zipper extends up into the high, 
plump collar. And warm, down-filled side pockets seal 
with firm Velcro flaps. 

Like all our kits, the Aspen jacket is available for up 
to 50% less than it costs for comparable models in 
your local retail store. That's because you make the 
Aspen at home on your own sewing machine. Our kit 
comes with everything you need to put an Aspen 
together, even the thread. 

For a free color catalog of all our Frostline kits, 
just send us the coupon below. Frostline. 
The kits made in America... by everyone. 

liStgllYWitt 

Dept S 54 
Box 9100 
Boulder, Colorado 80301 

- new Choufriard products 
for the'74season are 
described /n our 
spring supplement- 

THE GREAT PACIFIC IRON WORKS 
manufacturers of Chouln rd equipment 
P 0 Box 150, Ventura, California 93001 



Fabian° Shoe Co., Inc 
DEPT. A-2 -850 SUMMER ST. 
SOUTH BOSTON. MASS. 02127 

A Successful Product 
Is the Sum of its Parts 

The Basic Elements: 

HIGHEST 
QUALITY 
means Best Materials 
— Best Craftsman-
ship 

PROPER FIT 
means Greater 
Comfort 

EXCELLENT STYL-
ING AND DESIGN 
means Better 
Appearance — Better 
Wear 

411,  

BOOTMAKERS FOR 
AMERICA'S CLIMB-
ING MEN AND 
WOMEN FOR OVER 
35 YEARS. 

A RECOGNIZED 
TRADE-MARK OF 
QUALITY. 

Handmade Imported 
Boots are specifically 
designed to PAMPER 
your Feet, NOT 
BLISTER Them. 

A 
STRONG 
STATEMENT 
OF FACT 

A 
COMBINATION 
OF 

A 
CONCISE 
DECLARATION 
OF 
STANDARDS: 

BOOTS that are leather lined, stitched with 
nylon thread, have Waterproof gusset 
tongues and protective ankle padding . . . 

Sturdy steel shanks, hooks and eyelets, 
seamless one piece uppers that are tanned 
with vegetable oils. 

Made on American Lasts for Men, Women 
and Children. 

Lw 

THE ALPS made in Italy by Fabiano 
1st with 6 FASHION COLORS 

BROWN • GRAY • SAND • BLUE • GREEN • RED 

The originator of the one-piece seamless upper, with lacing to the toe. 



JENSEN PACK 

The classic Don Jensen design is carefully con-

structed by Rivendell. Ingenious compartmentali-

zation and contoured shape provide optimum 

comfort. Four lengths assure a perfect fit. Accept 

no imitations. 

Send for free brochure and dealer list. 

Box E, Snoqualmie, VVa. 98065, U.S.A. 

MOUNTAINEERING, BACKPACKING, 
CROSSCOUNTRY SKIING 

HIGHLAND Outfitters 
P. 0. Box 121 Riverside, California 92502 
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Holubar "CHATEAU TENT" New for 1973! 
A new big, roomy lightweight backpacking tent that's a dream 
to pitch . . . only four stakes! You cannot possibly imagine the 
roominess this tent affords until you get inside! It's 10' 5" 
long, 7' wide and 5' 6" high at the front . . . and only weighs 
6 lbs. 15 oz. (that's with fly and poles!) 
Compare this tent to any offered that are even somewhat 
similar and we believe you will readily see why we feel this 
will be the most popular new tent this year. 

FREE 1973 SPRING/SUMMER HOLUBAR CATALOG 
Write Dept. ST-6 H Box 7, Boulder, Colo. 80302 
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REV MAN! EVEN 
MIT% .s taw 

GEAR YOU CAN'T 
come UP THE 
UNDERSIDE OF A 

co4friite 

titat 'Label 
It's a nature-matched backpack by the BIG A . . . 
master outfitter in live-out backpacking equipment: 
PACKS- TENTS - BAGS - DOWN-FILLED CLOTHING - 
ACCESSORIES. 
Everything ultralite ... rugged. 
The brand that leads, has for a quarter century .. 
in dependability, precision, comfort. 
Trust it. 

GERRY/73 
division of Outdoor Sports Industries, Inc. 
Dept. S 5450 North Valley Highway 
Denver, Colorado 80216 

Write for free 16 page color 
catalog and the name of 
your nearest dealer. 
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PALISADE 
SCHOOL 

OF 
MOUNTAINEERING 

Eight seminars during July and 
August in the High Sierra near 

Big Pine, Calif. Each a week of fun, 
fellowship of wilderness and 

rope. Comprehensive climbing 
instruction for the novice and 

continuing a unique leadership 
program for the proficient. 

Brochure on request. 

Smoke Blanchard -Jan Tiura 
John Fischer - Bob Swift 
Pasang Kami Sherpa 

alisade Schoo 
1398 Solano Ave. 
Albany, Ca. 94707 

40 

.biodegradable. 
NATURAL 

SOAP FOR DOWN 
CLOTHING AND 

SLEEPING BAGS 

K IELTY 
twice the store 
it used to be. 

2 KELTY PT,N=r STORES 

1801 VICTORY BLVD. 

GLENDALE, CA. 91201 

TELEPHONE 247-3110 

9020 TAMPA ST. 

NORTHRIDGE, CA. 91324 

TELEPHONE 993-0887 

STORE HOURS: 

MON., TUES., WED., FRI., 1000 TO 6:00 

THURS., 10:00 TO 9:00 

SAT. 9:00 to 500 

ICEL_TY 
Offering the Best 

in Equipment. 

mountaineering 
specialists 

send for catalog 

THE SKI HUT 
department S 

1615 university ave., 
berkeley, ca. 94703 

• 

Protect Yourself From 

Unfriendly Surroundings 

Since you have to protect yourself 

from unfriendly surroundings be-

cause nature didn't provide you 

with it naturally and you have to 

take it with you, take the best, take 

ASCENTE. 

Ascente Down 

Parkas And 

Sleeping Bags 

And Related 

Lightweight 

Products 

See Your Local ASCE NTE Dealer 
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1 "An outstanding 

example of baghood." 
Day after day we receive comments 
from ardent backpackers and campers 
indicating that they feel their CAMP 7 
bag is the best there is. Comments like 
"I love it!", "Fantastic for the price", 
Have yet to see a better bag", and 

"Wow!", are common expressions of 
our satisfied users. 

The reasons for this strong consumer 
satisfaction are several. First is the 
quality of workmanship that goes into 
our bag. We have only 15 seamstresses, 
who make nothing but bags, and our 
girls are proud of the product they turn 
out. In fact, so proud that each bag we 
make has its own serial number and is 
fully guaranteed against defects in ma-
terial and workmanship. Another reason 
is its unique design. The contour baffle 
system maintains a precise differential 
and provides greater uniform loft. The 
compartmentalized zip tube that extends 
into the foot of the bag insures that 
there is no down shift behind the zip-
per and hence no cold spots. The cross-
block baffle in the seam opposite the 
zipper prevents down shift from tube to 
tube, and from front to back. 

All in all, we agree with our customers 
—the CAMP 7 is an "outstanding ex-
ample of baghood." We urge you to see 
why, by consulting your local dealer or 
by writing us for a free catalog and 
dealer list at: 

CAMP7 
3235 Prairie Ave. 

Boulder, Colo. 80301 



DYNAMIC 
Conforms to UIAA Standards 
Red/Blue 00 
11mm x 150' 

DYNAFLEX 
Lower impact strength 
Red/Blue 
11mm x 165' $4 

ECREATIONAL 
o EQUIPMENT, INC. 

Free Catalog 
Dept. S 1525 11th Ave. 

Seattle, Wn., 98122 U.S.A. 
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P.O. BOX 1889, BIG BEAR LAKE, CALIF. 92315 

Please send SUMMIT for the term indicated to: 

0 NEW O RENEWAL 

1 Year 0 $ 7 

STREET  2 Years 0 $10 

CITY  3 Years 0 $13 

STATE  ZIP  5 Years 0 $20 

0 MONEY ENCLOSED 1=1 BILL ME LATER 

NAME 

Leader 
of the 
pack! 

(Shown: 
New 
Universal 
Loadmaster 
"Expedition") 

A The Champion of backpacks, chosen 
as the official pack for the '73 Ameri-
can Dhaulagiri Expedition. 
Universal's got the design and con-
struction to please the pro mountaineer 
... the assortment to equip any out-
door enthusiast, whether skiing, day 
packing, hitching, or biking. Every Uni-
versal pack is designed to hit new 
heights in comfort, convenience, and 
safety. 
Set your sights high — with the leader 
of backpacks. 

See your Universal Dealer 
Write for Universal '73 catalog 

sat 

Li 1111 4 T SAL 
Field Equipment Co., Inc. 

Bldg. 811-A, Mira Loma Space Ctr. 
Mira Loma, California 91752 
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Dear Editor: 
Regarding Tony Smythe's entertain-

ing Matterhorn article in Summit, 
April 1973, page 10 if: My wife Ruth 
and I were also guideless when we 
climbed the Matterhorn. We avoided 
the traffic jam at the fixed ropes, and 
had a much more enjoyable time, by 
climbing the exposed "corner" to the 
left. The rocks were steep but had fine 
holds, and were decidedly easier than 
many of our routine Yosemite and 
Tahquitz climbs. 

The guides understandably shouted 
warnings that we were in grave danger. 
Some of their clients doubtless won-
dered why they had to use the fixed 
ropes when two amateurs, one a wo-
man, could climb the rocks so ably. 
Admittedly, caution was required. 

Ruth was surprised to find herself 
sharing a belay ledge with a small 
statue of the Madonna. One finds 
statues and crosses on the mountain, 
often with a plaque bearing the names 
of those whose luck ran out. 

Mr. Smythe may well be a much 
better climber than I, and if he felt 
that the climb was a disagreeable task, 
he was justified in so writing. But Ruth 
and I enjoyed every minute. As a 10-
year-old, I started reading everything 
available on climbing, and the Matter-
horn was, as he says, the most famous 
mountain. On the climb, I almost saw 
Whymper's seven toiling up — and 
(later) three descending. From the 
Italian summit, I could virtually see 
the dauntless Carrel repeatedly return-
ing to the attack. An incurable roman-
tic may be simple-minded, but I am 
happy. 

I agree with Mr. Smythe on many 
points, including first, many rocks 
came down, but I think we all accept 
such hazards as being a part of climb-
ing; second, the guides do a phenom-
enal job, since some of their charges 
seem to be quite unqualified. 

John D. Mendenhall 
Pasadena, Ca. 

Dear Editor: 
"Not with a bang, but a Whymper" 

(April issue) would have more aptly 
been entitled, "Not giving a 'hang,' but 
with a whimper!" 

Tony Smythe reminds me of a spoil-
ed little brat kicking a rock because he 
stumbled on it! If ever I heard a whim-
per, it was from Smythe! 

S. L. Zundell 
Los Angeles, Ca. 

Dear Editor: 
The article "Fiasco in Nepal" by 

Arlene Blum in the April 1973 issue 
deserves a vigorous denunciation. 

The fiasco was not in Nepal but, 
rather, in Ms. Blum's poor planning, 
inadequate logistics and lack of respect 
for the Sherpa people. Having just re-
turned from an arduous crossing of the 
Tesi Lapcha I will attest to the need 
for complete preparations rather than 
the capricious bumbling evidenced by 
Ms. Blum. Three people died on the 
pass prior to our crossing this year. 
Readers may refer to Tom Weir's ex-
cellent book: "East of Katmandu." 

The greatest exception that any sen-
sitive person would take to Ms. Blum's 
article is her characterization of the 
Sherpa. Anyone who has been to the 
Solu Khumbu knows the Sherpas to be 
loyal, intelligent and equal to the 
Sahibs. Because she happened to hire 
two disagreeable people in Katmandu 
should in no way denigrate all the 
Sherpas who perform admirably for 
guests in their country, including often 
selflessly carrying to high altitude 
without oxygen! 

If the tourists pollute the mountains 
of Nepal that is something which must 
be rectified by intelligent controls. But 
if some tourists also defame Nepal and 
its Sherpas, as in Ms. Blum's article, 
we, more grateful guests of that land 
are saddened, and hope for an apology. 

Michael Wiedman, M.D. 
Boston, Mass. 

Dear Editor: 
After her "Fiasco in Nepal" (April 

1973) , Arlene Blum may take some 
comfort in hearing that even seasoned 
Nepal trekkers and mountaineers have 
had her kind of luck. I have hired two 
bad Sherpas in the past ten years, both 
'recommended' as her's was. But the 
many others were unquestionably good. 
In their defense, no stereotype is ever  

totally accurate, and a few bad luck 
stories should not be allowed to defame 
a whole people. Most Sherpa trek 
guides have as much or more of the 
"strength, honesty, courage, and loyal-
ty" as she and most of us expect. They 
are the ones most often employed by 
the outfitters and big-name mountain-
eering expeditions. As she concludes, 
either pay a trek outfitter to arrange 
your trip or go it alone. (There are 
now several very good and reputable 
Nepali and Western outfitters avail-
able.) 

Loning it is recommended with reser-
vations. There are some very real haz-
ards to health, unless you cook every-
thing yourself (unlikely) . And it can 
be exasperating to bargain and get trail 
information without fluency in Nepali. 
Nonetheless, man-man, man-nature 
rapport is enhanced alone and the re-
wards far outweigh the inconveniences 
if you are stalwart and can laugh off 
the occasional troubles and missed 
trails. Rule of thumb on health: Don't 
drink the water unless you have boiled 
it or it tastes of the iodine with which 
you have treated it. Debilitating hepa-
titis, dysentery, or just plain diarrhea 
are very common. And, don't trek too 
high too fast; pulmonary edema is ser-
ious business. Be prepared. The new 
guide, 'Trekking in Nepal' by Stanford 
medical student Stephen Bezruchka is 
a must to read and use. (He is now 
considering a new edition.) 

Ms. Blum speaks about hiring a 
guide and acquiring all sorts of added 
expenses and helpers. As "undemo-
cratic" as it may seem, the caste-like 
categories and economy of Sardar, 
Kitchen Boy, and Coolie are very real. 
The Sardar, as chief guide, won't cook 
and the Kitchen Boy won't carry any-
thing but the utensils. This is an exam-
ple of a common theme in socio-
economic systems the world over: each 
looks after his own (self, relatives, and 
friends) . It is a very serious business in 
Nepal where subsistence is closely re-
lated to the vagaries of the weather, 
and in this case to the whims (and 
wealth) of Westerners. 

In conclusion, Nepal is changing, but 
it is noteworthy that Ms. Blum's photo-
graphs speak strongly of the unchang-
ing beauty of the Himalaya which no 
human bad luck can ever eclipse. 

Don Messerschmidt 
Eugene, Oregon 
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... THE BETTER MOUNTAIN BAG! 
Specifically designed for mountaineering and backpacking, 
COMFY Prime Goose Down insulated sleeping bags provide 
greater warmth with less weight and bulk. Unique construction 
assures extra comfort and convenience. 

(Illustrated: MT. WHITNEY 2 lb. Down, total bag wt. 33/4  lb. Four standard models, plus extra-long.) 

1.8 oz. Ripstop Nylon 
(water repellent) cover 
and lining 

Overlapping "V" tube 
inner construction to keep 
Down evenly dispersed 

Snaps for washable 
cotton flannel liner 

Boxed end for 
extra foot room 

Two-way zipper for 
warm weather 
ventilation at foot 

Full length zipper 
with locking slider 
(two opposite-zipper 
bags will mate together) 

'‘) 

Drawstring hood 
with locking clamp 

MT. WHITNEY (iIL) 2/b. Down, 
total bag wt. 3% lb. Four other 
standard models, plus extra 
long models. 

Full length 
Down-filled 
weatherstrip 
backing zipper 

Dear Editor: 
The April issue of Summit Magazine 

contained an article written by Arlene 
Blum which relates her bad experi-
ences trekking in Nepal. I have trekked 
extensively in Nepal without encoun-
tering such difficulties, and many of my 
friends have had positive experiences 
similar to mine. Thus, I believe Ms. 
Blum's experience is unusual. 

Ms. Blum acknowledges that her 
problems may have been because of 
her own mistakes, but she doesn't seem 
to have any idea of what her mistakes 
were. In fact her conclusion is that the 
next time she will "cope with the third 
world" by taking her own "freeze-dried 
food from the U.S." and doing her own 
"cooking and carrying." 

Many outdoorsmen of all nationali-
ties share the attitude that the out-
doors is a thing which is hostile and 
must be subjugated. This theory is 
often extended, such as Ms. Blum ap-
parently did, to apply to cultures which 
are different from their own. 

Ms. Blum seems to be viewing Nepal 
from inside a cocoon formed of cultural 
standards she relies on in the U.S. But 
the Sherpas, porters and villagers she 
encountered have a totally different set 
of standards, developed over hundreds 
of years out of a very different culture. 
The sneering tone of her article offers a 
clue to what may have caused her prob-
lems. Could it be that her revulsion at 
her situation was interpreted as arro-
gance by the Nepalese? And why, in-
stead of admiring her Sherpa porters 
"fortitude" camping in the open on 
rocks during the storm, didn't she give 
up a little of her own comfort and in-
vite them to share her tent for the 
night? One wonders if she would have 
merely admired fortitude if the persons 
required to spend the night in the open 
had been Occidentals, or whether she 
would have had a different level of 
compassion. Such unwillingness to rec-
ognize the humanness of her porters 
could easily be interpreted as arro-
gance. 

Arrogance does not go unnoticed 
even among simple primitive people  

who might appear ignorant by our 
standards. Thsse people have feelings 
and are sensitive to hurt just as the 
most educated and advanced peoples, 
perhaps even more so. It may be that 
the Sirdar Ms. Blum refers to had a 
wonderful time as he continued to ex-
ploit what he saw as an arrogant and 
insensitive American. I can envision 
hysterical laughter in Solo Khumbu as 
the story is told and retold of how he 
continued to make more and more out-
rageous demands. 

One cannot separate the mountains 
of Nepal from its people:  To experience 
its people, one must be willing to let 
down the barriers, overcome cultural 
preconditioning, and.  allow human to 
human communication to take place. 
One does not know the mountains until 
he has not only viewed them but ex-
perienced them. One does not know 
people until the same thing has hap-
pened. 

"Nothing here below is profane for 
those who have eyes to see." 

J. Bruce McCubbery 
San Francisco, Ca. 

COMFY SLEEPING BAGS AND GOOSE DOWN INSU-
LATED CLOTHING ARE SOLD AT BETTER SPORTING 
GOODS STORES THROUGHOUT THE NATION. 

COMFY - A Division of Olin 
310 First Avenue South / Seattle, Wa. 98104 
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ODDS & ENDS  

EXPEDITIONS, ROCK CLIMBING 
& MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOLS 

ALASKA —20,320-foot Mt. McKinley Ex-
peditions 1974! Taking applications now 
for climbs to North America's highest peak 
— also for Wilderness Survival and Leader-
ship Course. 

We offer treks and climbs for individuals 
and groups — anywhere, anytime! Write: 
GENET EXPEDITIONS, Talkeetna, Alaska 
99676. Phone (907) 733-2328. 

MOUNTAINCRAFT: a comprehensive 
climbing school offering a variety of daily 
courses, Alpine Climbing Seminars and 
guided ascents. Maximum student-instructor 
ratio 3 to 1. Established in the Beartooth 
Mountains. 1973 brochure. Write: Mountain-
craft, Box 429, Red Lodge, Montana 54068. 

RAINIER MOUNTAINEERING INCOR-
PORATED— the most complete snow and 
ice climbing school in the United States 
offers climbing seminars and summit 
climbs. For brochure write to: RMI, 201 
St. Helens, Tacoma, Washington 98402. 

IN HIGH PLACES with Dougal Haston at 
the International School of Mountaineering. 
Join us at the Chalet Vagabond and climb 
the mountains of the European Alps. De-
tails: ISM Chalet Vagabond, 1854 Leysin 
1 Vd., Switzerlana. 

ROCKCRA FT. Instruction and climbing 
with R. Robbins. Five-day courses. For 
brochure, write: 906 Durant, Modesto, 
California 95350. 

Technical ROCK INSTRUCTION on 
Tahquitz Rock, two hours from L.A. and 
San Diego at 6,000 feet in Idyllwild. Daily 
climbing instruction, week long rock semi-
nars and wilderness trips into the San 
Jacinto Wilderness Area. Seminars include 
room and board. Inquire at IDYLLWILD 
MOUNTAINEERING INSTITUTE, 54415 N. 
Circle Dr., Idyllwild, California 92349. 
714 659-4192. 

*Mountaineering 
Forrest 

Equipment for Climbers 
Send for Catalog: New Address 

5050-M Fox St., Denver, Colo. 80216 
(303) 222-6164 

Twenty cents per word, payable in advance. 

BOYS, 14 to 18. We offer a mountaineer-
ing program unequalled anywhere. Small 
classes, large results. Write THE CLIMB-
ING SMITHS, 10101 E. Colorado Avenue, 
Denver, Colorado 80231. 

WILDERNESS TRIPS 

TUNDRA TREKS—McKinley Park Alas-
ka. Upgrade your physical fitness, wilder-
ness skills and ecological awareness. Two 
week guided backpacking trips exploring 
the tundra-alpine back country. Write CAMP 
DENALI, Box D, College, Alaska 99701. 

ENJOY THE MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS 
of IDAHO— 20,000 acres of majestic gran-
ite peaks and lakes. Five to 24 day semi-
nars, each a comprehensive mountain wil-
derness experience. Summit climbs, back-
packing, wilderness expeditions are great 
fun with EE-DA-HOW MOUNTAINEERING. 
Write P.O. Box 207, Ucon, Idaho 83454. 

BOOKS 

GRANITE MOUNTAIN CLIMBING GUIDE: 
130 pages, 14 photographs, vinyl cover 
with screws. $5.00 postpaid from your out-
fitter or from Outdoor Action, Prescott 
College, Prescott, Arizona 86301. Retailer 
inquiries invited. 

NATIONAL PARKS —32 page 9x12 full 
color books with text by naturalists. $1 
each: Yosemite, Grand Canyon, Bryce 
Canyon, Petrified Forest, Painted Desert, 
Canyon de Chelly, Zion, Dinosaur, Capitol 
Reef, Death Valley. 

SOUTHWESTERN INDIANS — Arts and 
Crafts ($1), Ceremonials ($2), Tribes ($2). 

NATIONAL PARK PUBLICATIONS, Rt. 
4, Box 750, Evergreen, Colorado 80439. 
Orders over $10 postpaid; add 10% if under. 

EQUIPMENT 

HOLUBAR EXPEDITION TENT. Mint 
condition. $125 (negotiable). Douglas 
Tourtelot, Cincinnati, (513) 271-4674. 

DAWSON'S BOOK SHOP 
Sierra Club publications, mountains, moun-
taineering, deserts, history of California 
and the West— plus many other special-
ities. New, used and rare. Libraries pur-
chased. Monday-Saturday 9 to 5:30. 

535 North Larchmont Blvd. 
Los Angeles, California 90004 

Phone 469-2186 

FOR SALE —Klepper Tramp Kayak. Very 
good condition. $165. Brian Harris, 75 W. 
Grand Ave., Montvale, N.J. 07645. (914) 
391-8467. 

EXPEDITIONARY OVERBOOTS, SUPER 
GOOSEDOWN BOOTIES, overmitts, wind 
pants, high gaiters, large capacity ski-
mountaineering frameless pack. Satisfac-
tion guaranteed. Brochure. Mountain Trad-
ers, 1702 Grove, Berkeley, CA 94709 (415) 
845-8600. 

LIGHTWEIGHT equipment for backpack-
ing, mountaineering, camping, canoeing. 
Down sleeping bags, tents, boots, food. 
Complete line of Cross-country and Tour-
ing Skis. Free catalog. Moor & Mountain, 
Dept. 19, 67 Main St., Concord, MA 01742. 

BOOT & MISCELLANEOUS REPAIR 

COMPLETE REPAIRS & CUSTOM WORK. 
Zippers replaced, sleeping bags, tents, 
jackets, packs repaired. High quality cus-
tom work. Many standard items —Seconds 
and samples cheap. Call or write for 
prices: WILDERNESS EXPERIENCE, 9408 
Irondale, Chatsworth, California 91311. 
(213) 882-5514. 

CLIMBING BOOTS, kletterschuhe, resoled 
and repaired. Price list available. Dave 
Page, Cobbler, 346 N.E. 56th, Seattle, 
Washington 98105. 

Your boots MY SOLE CONCERN. Niall 
McGinnis, Mountain Boot Repair, P.O. 94, 
Ketchum, Id. 88340. Mail orders invited. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

"A" for EFFORT! FORMULA “A" 
VITAMINS fortified Everest 1963 to Dhaul-
agiri 1973. High potency B and C Vitamins 
might help YOU too. Order postpaid 55 
tablets Formula "A" $4.70. R.A. FORM-
ULA Company, 25 Miner St., Bakersfield, 
CA 93305. 

SEEKING ACCOUNTS of subjective ex-
periences during dangerous falls. In return 
will send a copy of the report which stimu-
lated this scientific inquiry. Russell 
Noyes, M.D., Department of Psychiatry, 
University of Iowa, 500 Newton Road, Iowa 
City, Iowa 52240. 

UNBOUND ISSUES OF SUMMIT for 1972, 
$7 postpaid. Send payment to SUMMIT, PO 
Box 1889, Big Bear Lake, Calif. 92315- 
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FRIENDS IN HIGH PLACES 

RR YOSEMITE 
Technical Direction — 

Royal Robbins 

A sturdy rock shoe 
with cleated sole. For 
jamming and edging, 
boulders and big walls. 

PA VARAPPE 
Technical Direction — 

Pierre Allain 

A supple, smooth-soled 
rock shoe for sandstone 
and rough granite. Canvas 
upper reinforced with 
leather. 

RD VARAPPE 
Technical Direction — 

Rene"Desmaison 

Flex and sole like the PA, but with 
a narrow toe for fine edging. 
All-leather upper. 

Dalibier  

Manufactured by: U.S. Distributor: 

Richard Pontvert S.A. Mountain Paraphernalia 
38 lseaux, France 906 Durant St., Modesto, Calif. 95350 



Cordilleren-Kundfahrt 1955 
Karakorum-Expedition 1957 
Atacama-Expedition 195r- 
Basuto-Expedition 1958 
Eigernordwand und Broad Pec 
Norwegische Himalaya-Expediti 
Mount-Everest-Expeditlo 
Winter-Erstbesteigung der ger No 
Diarnir-Expedition 198 
Bayrische Karakorum-
Neederfandse-Hlrnaisy-Expedition 
Wak 
Rup 
Scottish - Punt -kinya-EXpect teen 1964 

ontreal Arctic Alpine Exp*Iltion,'p1965 
hechoslowakische Hindukuack,  xpedition 

, 2. Jugoei. Himfa-ExAMAItion 1) 
Schwedischfk zber4 Expe4 i3 
Finnische Grbitriend-64pedition 1 66  
The Joint British Patagonian Expediti 
CAA! Specirzlone Air del Niger 1967 . 

'Oesterreichlsche Hindukusch-Kundfahrt 1967 
Orinoco-Pacific-Expedition 2 1967 
Rupal-Expedition 1968 
Scottish Himalayan Expedition 1969 
Chitral-Kundfahrt 1969 
Lasistan-Kundfahrt 1969 
British Women's Himalayan Expedition 1970 
Oesterreichische Karakorum-Expedition,1970 
Anden-kxpedition 1970 
Nepal-Kundfahrt 1970 
Tiroler Hindukusch-Ski-Expedition 1970 
British Patagonian Expedition 1970/71 
Internationale Himalay-Expedition 1971 
Beigische Mount-Kenya Expedition 1971 
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