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More Information on Mt. Baker Ice Caves 
By Paul Hart, Jr. 

Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest 
Our Glacier Ranger District has sent me a copy of the 

"Geological Hazards in Mount Baker Ice Caves" article in 
your April, 1975 issue. There has been a very significant 
increase in the steam activity in Sherman Crater (known 
as Summit Crater on Forest Service maps). 

Estimates of the volume increase of steam and gases by 
scientists studying the activity range from ten to one 
hundred times that which Mr. Kiver observed last year. 
Melting of ice in the crater is proceeding very rapidly, and 
there have been major physical changes from the condi-
tions reported in the article. Scientists and the U.S. 
Geological Survey have informed us that gas levels are 
very hazardous. 

Acting on their advice, the Forest Service has closed 
the crater, Boulder Glacier, and the Boulder Creek Drain-
age below it to public entry. Exceptions are being made 
only for scientific study purposes. 

Mt. Baker itself, the summit of the mountain, Baker 
Lake, and the Mt. Baker Ski Area are not closed. The 
steam activity can be viewed from other areas of the 
mountain outside the crater. 

We have been told that there is a good chance of ava-
lanche and mudslide activity below the crater as the sum-
mer progresses. Scientists presently are monitoring 
gases, seismic activity and water that flows from the 
crater. The closure will be reevaluated periodically based 
on this study. 

Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever Alert 
There were 774 cases of Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever 

reported in the United States last year, which is the 
highest ever recorded. Hikers are warned to guard 
against tick bites, the cause of this disease which is a 
serious ailment that has a high death rate when not diag-
nosed and treated early. 

Hikers are advised to examine themselves for ticks 
after being in woods and brushy fields. If a tick is found 
attached, it should be removed promptly, using a gentle, 
steady pull so as not to leave the head imbedded. Tweez-
ers are the best implement. The infected tick has to be 
attached for several hours in order for the bitten person 
to be infected. The disease starts three to ten days after 
infection. The first symptoms, which appear suddenly, in-
clude chills, fever, and severe headache. Rash usually ap-
pears about the third day and then spreads over the body. 
A doctor should be consulted as soon as symptoms of 
RMSF occur. 



& talus 
Mountain Medicine Symposium 

A four-day symposium on various aspects of mountain 
medicine will be held in Yosemite Valley October 29 
through November 1. The programs are designed for a 
broad spectrum of persons: from casual mountain walk-
ers to health professionals. 

Topics to be covered include Injury from Heat and Cold, 
Nutrition, First Aid, from minor illness and injury to 
major problems which require management of life-
threatening problems, Special Problems and Mountain 
Environment. 

The symposium is planned by the Yosemite Institute, a 
non-profit educational corporation with headquarters in 
Yosemite Valley. Charles S. Houston, M.D. is the plan-
ning officer and group leader; and Stanley Cummings, 
Ph.D. is the planning coordinator. 

Registration for the entire four-day symposium is $50 
which includes attendance at all sessions and demonstra-
tions, a pre-symposium file of abstracts from the litera-
ture on the major topics, and a copy of the symposium 
proceedings. To register, send your name, address, and 
check for $50 to Mountain Medicine, Yosemite Institute, 
Yosemite, California 95389. 

Mount Erebus Erupts 
Explosive plumes of ash and rock spewed from the 

3,974-meter summit of Mount Erebus in Antarctica for 6 
hours September 4, 1974. A dark gray ash cloud extended 
more than 300 meters above Ross Island's live volcano, 
which normally puffs a white steam cloud, during the 
eruption. 

The event was spotted by geologists working at the 
Thiel Earth Sciences Laboratory, McMurdo Station. 
Mount Erebus is about 35 kilometers from McMurdo, also 
on Ross Island, and New Zealand's Scott Base. Neither 
station was affected by the eruption. 

The September Erebus eruption is the latest in a series 
of observed increases in the volcano's activity. Dr. Samuel 
B. Treves, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, who reported 
the September eruption, and Dr. P. Kyle, Victoria Uni-
versity, Wellington (New Zealand), spotted a lava lake in 
the volcano crater during the 1972-1973 austral summer. 
Their visit to the summit a year later disclosed that the 
lake had enlarged and that internal eruptions were eject-
ing ash and rock some 120 meters into the sulphurous 
and steamy air. 

—Antarctic Journal  

Smog in Moab 
Five major coal-fired power plants are proposed to be 

built in the near future in the midst of southern Utah's 
Color Country—the fantastic canyon country encompass-
ing more national parks and monuments than any other 
part of the nation. Also, strip mining is proposed adjacent 
to Bryce National Park and damming the Escalante River 
is likely to supply water for the power plants. An influx of 
50,000 people is expected in an area that now has 7,000. 

Burping Cows 
Burping cows "must rate as the number one source of 

air pollution in the U.S." according to the EPA. The 
Agency says that cows burp 90 million tons of hydrocar-
bons into the atmosphere every year. Ten cows can burp 
enough gas a year to heat a small house. From "Clean Air 
and Water News, No. 15. 

National Avalanche School 
A National Avalanche School will be conducted in Reno, 

Nevada by the U.S. Forest Service November 10 through 
14, 1975 for all interested persons. Those interested in 
attending write to 1975 National Avalanche School, % 
Dale Gallagher, Deschutes National Forest, 211 N.E. 
Revere St., Bend, Oregon 97701 or phone 503-382-6922. 

Research on Mountaineering Glasses 
Prescription lens wearers are asked to help Ed Guleke 

in his research on mountaineering glasses. He may be con-
tacted at 916 N. Edgewood St., Arlington, Virginia 22201. 

British Attempt Batura Mustagh 
Dave Alcock is leading a British expedition this summer 

in an attempt on 25,540-foot Batura Mustagh, in the 
Karakorum, the world's third highest unclimbed moun-
tain. A German expedition failed on it in 1954. Later an 
Anglo-German team were caught in an avalanche in a 
dangerous icefall; five climbers were killed. The only 
known route to Batura is up one of the world's biggest 
icefalls— a stretch of steep and broken glacier 7,000 feet 
high and nearly five miles long. 

International Slide Competition 
Club Alpino Italino will hold its 5th International Color 

Slide of the Mountains Competition with deadline for slide 
submission September 18, 1975. The theme is the moun-
tain in all its aspects (nature, sport, folklore, fauna, etc.). 
Every slide must be mounted in frames, 2" x 2" or 23/4  x 
23/4", bear a title, and in the bottom left hand corner, a 
mark to show the right side for projection. Competitors 
are asked to note the places and subjects represented in 
the slides as well as the year in which they are taken. The 
slides, not more than four per competitor, should arrive, 
along with an entrance fee of $3 (American), at: Club 
Alpino Italian°, Casella Postale 89, 34170 Gorizia, Italia by 
September 18, 1975. 
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VALLEY NIGHT 
By Suzan Jordan 

I saw the moon shine on granite walls 

so bright: reflected back 
almost to me, at a pause 
here on the ground below 

where night is black and quiet. 

I caught my breath coming fast 

and heard a voice: almost 
hushed from the heights 

a whispering on the walls 

someone there, on translucent grey 

in a shadow, while night sky 

traveled from rim to rim. 

[And intimate embrace, 
cool and polished?] 

And the dark pushed on my shoulders 

wrapped closer: around me 
so much a comfort at other 
times but now a mean contrast 
[To massive sculptured 
heights around me 

And a voice from behind the flashlight 
aimed at my face: "Can't 

you walk faster?" 
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Eldorado Canyon Canyon State Park Project 
Mounting interest in acquisition of the Eldorado Canyon 

area in Colorado as a state park will result in introduction 
of a bill into the 1975 General Assembly for funding of the 
project. Climbers and others have united in an effort to 
preserve an approximately 2,400 acre area extending 
from the climbing rocks at Eldorado Springs west to 
Gross Reservoir. 

Fire on Kilimanjaro 
A major fire 9,000 feet up on Africa's highest mountain, 

19,340-foot Kilimanjaro, was put out by hundreds of vol-
unteers with the help of a sudden rainstorm. The fire had 
burned for two weeks, apparently after a cooking fire, 
started by mountain guides, got out of control, and at one 
time had spread over 5,000 acres. As many as 500 volun-
teers climbed the mountain every day and night to help 
fight the fire. 

Mt. Foraker First Winter Ascent 
On March 14, 1975, Steve and Gary Tandy made the 

first winter ascent of Mt. Foraker, Mt. McKinley's west-
ern companion in the Alaska Range. The achievement 
marks the second highest winter climb in Alaska, trailing 
only the climb of McKinley itself in 1967. 

A party consisting of the Tandy brothers and five other 
Anchorage climbers, Don and Dave Pahlke, Larry Ted-
rick, Brian Miskil, and Gaylan McCord flew to the moun-
tain on February 13 and attempted a direct southern 
ridge route. Poor ice conditions on the steep ridge, com-
bined with a 180-foot fall by Tedrick (which fortunately 
resulted in no more than a fractured rib) caused the party 
to retreat to basecamp on the 24th day. 

All of the climbers flew out with the exception of the 
Tandy Brothers who remained to make an Alpine-style 
assault by the southeast Ridge route, carrying all of their 
supplies at once, without using relays. On their summit 
day, the two brothers made a marathon climb from their 
camp at 13,200 feet to the 17,400-foot summit and 
returned. 

—Scree, MCA 

Yosemite Walls Bulge with Memorial Day Crowds 
Yosemite Valley was invaded by huge crowds on 

Memorial Day weekend, May 24-26. Climbers were liter-
ally driven "up the walls" with popular climbs having two 
to four parties lined up at the base waiting to start. The 
only escape seemed to be climbs with long approaches. 
Two climbers were killed Sunday on Saginella when their 
belay anchor (a manzanita bush) failed. Helicopters were 
busy Monday with searches and broken limb evacuations. 

UIAA Activities 
The UIAA (Union Internationale des Associations 

d'Alpinisme) executive committee recently met in Athens, 
Greece and took the following action: 

The UIAA will try to develop the organization of 
international camps (alpiniads) similar to those set up by 
the Soviet Federation. Such camps ought to take place in 
Alaska, the Andes or the Himalaya. They allow excellent 
international contacts and ease the access to remote 
areas. 

Following contacts taken with the Government of 
Nepal, a first attempt is going to be made early in 1976 to 
instruct Sherpas by sending alpine instructors to that 
country. 

The next General Assembly meeting of the UIAA will 
be held near Salzburg, Austria September 4 through 6, 
1975. 

Record Time on Eigerwand 
Early in September, 1974, two Austrain climbers, 

Rheinhold Messner and Peter Habeler, climbed the Eiger-
wand in a single day. They left the foot of the face at 5 
a.m. and were on the summit of the Eiger at 3 p.m., 
returning to Klein Scheidegg at 7 p.m.—an incredible time 
of 14 hours from start to finish. 

American Alpine Club Recommendations for the Future 
of Yosemite National Park 

Included on the position paper prepared by the Ameri-
can Alpine Club as a recommendation to the National 
Park Service on their master plan are the following: 

In management of the back country, the Park Service 
presently emphasizes control of impact through limitation 
of numbers and diversion of parties to new locations. The 
AAC is concerned that this policy may in the long term 
result in greater destruction of areas not presently in use, 
while not having much benefit to areas already damaged. 
We urge greater effort to educate users and less regimen-
tation. 

We recommend reduction of mechanized access to the 
back country. Aircraft should not be used except for 
emergency services. Specifically, helicopters, patrol, 
transport of private parties, or the making of films. 

The walls of Yosemite Valley are a unique recre-
ational resource. Yosemite climbing has played an impor-
tant historic role in the development of climbing tech-
niques, skills and ethics. Climbers are now attracted to 
Yosemite from all over the world. Therefore, this 
resource deserves special management. Changes or inno-
vations in climbing regulations, safety procedures, or 
rescue operations should be made only after careful con-
sultation with active experienced climbers. We also rec-
ommend that a portion of the so-called "Sunnyside Camp-
ground" be separately managed and maintained as a 
mountaineer's campground; possibly that area should be 
clearly marked off and named—in deference to tradition—
"Camp Four." 
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By Peter Baumgartner and Norman Kingsley 

Science-Press Photos 

Kingsley: A cloud bank moved in swiftly and 
the sudden off-shore wind brought a tang of salty 
air. The bright, red banners began their staccato 
fluttering. A few spectators hunched a bit, some 
moved to within protection of the scrub oaks, 
keeping their eyes on the culprit. 

He trembled, and stood there alone under the big 
Chergiani face, holding tight galoshes with rubber 
straps. Like a dog caught halfway inside a refrig-
erator, he gazed at the gaggle of Comrade Judges 
now up and out of their deck chairs. They read him 
off in sing-song Russian for allegedly climbing a 
centimeter off route. 

The youngster had been scaling the 427-foot 
(130m) "Men's Route" on local limestone in rapid 
time. Lunging for a nubbin near the top marker—
the wooden board—to save a move, finished him. 
This handhold seemed to be within the colored 
markers delineating the route. But two judges, one 
a lady, trilled whistles, brayed, and gesticulated 
toward the wall. Instantly, a down-jacketed guy 
operating the winch from which this climber was 
top-roped, jerked the cable in reverse. This 
caromed the kid off the face, knocking him off 
balance. The capstan clacked sharply, there came a 
squeal of sprockets, and the kid came reeling off 
the face like a big bobber on a fishing line. Now, he 
stood facing the judges in a contrite pose. 

His Moscow "climber's collective" looked on, as 
did 35 from Leningrad, the Orientals from Uzbek, 
the muscular, swarthy gang from Georgia and 
Armenia—plus many others of all Soviet races 
(except black). These were "sport climbers" from 
all over the USSR. About 380 Soviet spectators 
and 40 'foreign' guests saw the kid's ordeal, too. 
Yet, there wasn't a person there to defend the 
'outlaw.' Not a compassionate face around. It 
rankled many of the foreigners, and a few felt their 
dander getting up. But, there wasn't anything 
they could do other than rub sweaty palms on 
thighs and exchange exasperated looks. None 
except the guests from the 'Bloc' lands were ready 
for this degradation of a participant who many 
were sure hadn't really gone off-route. It was just 
one more incident in a day of events that was 
rapidly getting to me. 

It was coincidental that my companion knew the 
fellow. When participants were called to step for-
ward for the event, my friend looked up and said, 
"Hey, the kid from the park!" It really was him, 
muscular, slender, with light brown hair. When 
they called his name, the friend said, "Shot down 
already!" Asking him why, he answered, "...catch 
his name?" Sounded like Baernshtyne. He spelled 
it out. Bernstein, as pronounced in Russian. Not 
exactly a pure, Soviet name these days. Now, 
during Bernstein's ordeal, the gentle interpreter 
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Ballet on rock: climber rappels off limestone face during sport-climbing's 
5th Championship, in the Jaila Mountains near Jalta. 

The two-man competition is closest to our concept of 'climbing'—but 
Soviet climbers find it the least popular. This is the Chergiani face. 

The Leningrad Sport-Climbing 'team': trainer Vladimir Staritsky holds the 
trophy won the year prior to the 5th Championship. 

Soviet Sport-Climber: the galoshes are in his hands, 
he'll be top-roped through the carabiner clipped to 
his chest-harness. After his event, he'll be checked 
by an M.D.—for if he has cable burns as a result of 
his rappel, he'll be docked points. 



t
r, 

 

Climber reaches the 'goal,' a platform 

at the top of his route. Next, he'll clip into the rope 

on his left and rappel off. 

Girl climber on the Ladies' route 

on the Cherigani face; about 320 feet of mainly grade five with a few 

grade six spots. Notice the technique—its 

typical for both men and women. 
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The Judge/Referee Collective in their deck chairs see to it that no 
one cheats on their route, and proper style and form is maintained. 

Start of the 'Parallel Climbing' competition. Each climber races up 200 feet, 
rappels off in a flash, then trades routes with his neighbor. The tape next to 
the climber on the left marks route's boundary. 



said to my friend, "You Austrians are lucky, the 
Germans helped you get rid of all yours!" 

A little while earlier, Bernstein was among the 
top-dogs of the Moscow team. Now, getting his 
gear together under the cold shoulder of his team-
mates, he was disqualified and disgraced. What a 
difference ten minutes can make in a young man's 
lifetime. 

Our first stop in the USSR had been Moscow. 
There we fought the paper war for passes, permits 
and such in order to proceed to the Sport-Climbing 
competition near Jalta. One Saturday morning, 
the October weather turned biting cold. We wore 
down jackets for our 'permitted' morning jog in 
the park. Today, it was full of men, women, and 
students raking leaves. Finishing our run, we 
stopped at a bench to remove our mountain boots. 
Just then, this youngster with a rake approached 
and said, "Struswooitje, Alpinisti" (Good morn-
ing, alpinists). But when he saw our foreign boots, 
he bolted and we quickly snapped, "Stoii (stop), 
Inostranyi (foreign) Alpinist, Slushat (listen), Nye 
Politika!" There was no 'tail' around, so the kid 
stayed a bit, although edgy. We learned he was a 
student, wanted someday to get into high moun-
tains, and that he and all other rakers were volun-
teers. No, it wasn't punishment, he said. Pure 
volunteers. The authorities decided Moscow was to 
become one of the world's cleanest cities. The 
`Apparat' swung into action, and sign-up lists for 
clean-up volunteers sprung up at factories, offices, 
schools, and street corners. Here then were house-
wives, workers, and students, spending a Saturday 
of their own free time cleaning up parks all over 
Moscow. "What will you get from this?" we asked. 
A clean city, was the student's answer. "No, you 
personally?" Recognition, was his answer—and he 
meant it. Then, he was off. Later on we realized 
that his answer helped explain the essential 
difference between Soviet sport-climbing and 
western mountaineering. 

Baumgartner: Now, in the Crimea, on the Black 
Sea, sitting under the shadow of the Jaila Moun-
tains near Jalta, we watched top sport climbers 
from the major sport clubs of the Soviet Union 
competing, and tried to understand their "new 
sport." 

One has to be clear about one thing from the 
beginning—their kind of climbing has nothing to 
do with ours. Talk to them about our lone individ-
ual in company of a few other like-minded souls  

getting onto rock or ice to find himself and his 
limits, and you get uncomprehending puzzlement. 
Their clothing and equipment is totally different 
from ours. True, they wear helmets same as many 
of us do. But there are no colorful Rugby shirts, or 
orange parkas; just training suits and very tight 
elastic knickers—a profusion of harness straps 
criss-crossing the chest and back, along with web 
belts stitched with "D" rings. All competitors 
wear tight, rubber galoshes, wrapped with rubber 
straps. Lug-soled boots, PA's or such are never 
seen as they're unnecessary. Instead, their galosh-
es offer some grip on rock, but are very flexible. 

Security is not a factor. Every participant is 
clipped into a permanent steel cable running up-
ward toward a pulley, around it, and down to a 
power-operated winch. So, his galoshes are solely 
to aid him in racing up walls, not for providing 
friction or security. That's the cable's job. All 
along the climbing route are fixed lines to assist 
him being reeled on and off, and for rappeling once 
he's completed the climb. 

Also their techniques can't be compared to ours. 
Again, the total absence of dangerous peels brings 
with it a totally different climbing style. Every 
move is top-roped. True, too many falls disqualify 
a participant. But, numerous falls are experienced 
without consequence during training and trials. 
Top-roped climbers quickly perceive the error that 
caused their slip, and race on. Even their training 
methods would strike us as being more akin to 
those practiced by Olympic downhill skiers. It's 
important to remember that the origins of their 
'sport,' like those of their political system, shares 
nothing with those of our western nations. 

It's possible that originally the Soviets simply 
wanted to reach a state of the climbing art that 
was on a level with that found in the classic moun-
taineering countries. But, along the way, the 
unique character of their own society and institu-
tions led them into competitive sport-climbing. 
After all, they'd been cut off from western moun-
taineering tradition. The vast majority of their 
population lives in flatland and was never in a 
position to go off into the mountains alone or with 
friends to explore and experiment. Then, after the 
revolution, the pressure was for each succeeding 
generation to improve on the performance of the 
preceding one. 

On all levels of society, including sports, this 
was the case. For in the USSR, climbing is an 
"official" sport, not an individual avocation or 
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ABOVE LEFT: The winch-operator: he'll run the 

top-rope cable at the same speed the climber ascends. In case 

of a fall, he'll hold Faller, then reel him off the face, 

lowering him to the ground. 

LEFT: Alex Liptchinski, Soviet Men's Champion climber, 

of Leningrad, at the Munich sessions entitled: "Sport-climbing 

should be an Olympic discipline." He made the 

point that sport-climbing is clean and 

absolutely without danger. 

Ladies Sport-Climbing Champion, 

Nina Novikova of Leningrad, ready to be awarded her medal 

at ceremonies at Lenin Square in Jalta. 



exercise. So, young Soviet mountaineers came to 
the Pamirs and Caucasus in the '30's with only one 
goal, to go where no one had been before. After 
that first push, no effort was made to "clean up" 
or "straighten routes." Mountains were for con-
quering. Once conquered, the only thing left to do 
was to conquer faster or better. After that, it was 
only logical that in their Hegelian thought process, 
they transfer this into a form of collective arena, 
and competitive sport-climbing developed. It all 
fits neatly into their syllogistic dialectic. They 
have no mystic-romantic relationship with moun-
tains. Buhl, Rebuffat and Chouinard would be con-
sidered unmitigated freaks in the USSR. 

Kingsley: That brings it back to the leaf sweep-
ers in the park. They're part of a system where top 
value is given hard work, where competent work-
ers receive recognition, and the successful win 
awards. Call it a merit badge society, maybe. But 
a 'first ascent' without winner's pedestal, recogni-
tion, and awards would be meaningless to them. 
Therein lies the key to their motivating their 
citizens into increasing performance, and their suc-
cess in integrating leisure time activity into the 
overall competitive system. The unquestioning 
way their citizens accept all this proves its 
success, although making it incomprehensible to 
us. 

So it is that they invited, and will continue to 
invite, mountaineers from all over the world to 
these sport-climbing meets. They aren't being 
hospitable, and they don't invite to show off. One 
has to clearly understand the Soviets: they invite 
because they're selling sport-climbing. They want 
the rest of the world to take up sport-climbing. 
They began demanding this become an Olympic 
discipline since the Munich games. They want it in 
the Olympics so they can point to another purely 
Soviet Sport in which they lead the world, and 
which the rest of the nations can gratefully adopt. 

Baumgartner: So they ask: "Don't you find this 
truly challenging? Isn't this the ultimate in moun-
taineering? Clean, competitive, absolutely without 
danger!" Our answer comes to them in form of a 
question as to why one should sprint up a 320-foot 
alpine grade six (5.8 American) wall in seven 
minutes? What happens to the peace and inner 
freedom we seek in our hills, with the urge to be 
away from urban and industrial pressures? Their 
heads shake in consternation, and the officials  

stridently blame the interpreters for not getting 
the real point across to the foreign alpinists. 

Then it was back to watching the competition. 
Again and again, individual climbers raced up the 
well-marked limestone cliffs of the Jaila's Chergi-
ani face. They touched the small, wooden, platform 
at the top of their route same as a runner breaks 
the tape on a track. Like a flash, they clipped into 
the fixed cable running along the left of the route, 
and slid off. All this time they were top-roped as 
described before. Falls were numerous, but of no 
great consequence, the faller being reeled off the 
wall the instant he slipped. 

The event closest to our concept of climbing was 
the two-man competition. Teams of either two 
men, or two women, were judged by how far they 
could climb up a pre-marked route in thirty 
minutes. 

It was clear that all teams spent years practic-
ing on these particular routes, and knew every 
conceivable hand and foothold. 

After ten days, seven of which we spent watch-
ing both men and women teams competing, we 
obtained a deeper insight and tolerance of this 
sport. Austria's Alpine Club youth section leader 
Dr. Luis Lechner, succinctly stated the unanimous 
opinion of the Austrian and German observers: 
"Our people don't want this sort of sport." 

Kingsley: Peter Baumgartner wrote it all clearly 
in a previous article.' "There is no sense compar-
ing sport-climbing with mountaineering/climbing. 
No one can say whether sport-climbing is better or 
worse than our form of climbing. Nor is it valid to 
use the Soviet officials' argument that sport climb-
ing is the finest training for alpinism. The fact is 
that one has nothing to do with the other. Soviet 
sport-climbers have a form of mountain recreation 
that has a dimension foreign to ours. Their fun or 
joy is unlike ours: solitary climbing on some 
mountain face, independent of machines, rules, but 
totally dependent on oneself. Surely, they enjoy 
their sport, but theirs is a purely physical, rather 
than intellectual joy. It's just that they're trying 
to sell it to the wrong people. Mountaineers won't 
buy it. They should have invited Olympic 
sprinters instead." 

Hopefully, this kind of sport will stay in the 
USSR where it belongs. Otherwise, the gruesome-
hilarious story in 1969's Ascent about "The 
Fiend—the world's best rock climber," by Tom 
Higgins, might come true. Eli 

1. Alpinismus 1974 
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JVIOUNI DEBOFVFL: 

Mount Deborah, the 12,339-foot showpiece of 
the Hayes Range, Alaska, is pyramidal in shape 
with approach ridges from the south, east and 
northwest. Unclimbed walls of ice, snow and rock 
form the other exposures. 

This mountain was.  first climbed in June, 1954 
when Fred Beckey, Henry Meyholm and Heinrich 
Harrer took advantage of four clear days to reach 
the summit alpine style. Stepping from Don 
Sheldon's plane onto the Yanert Glacier at 5,500 
feet, they hiked towards Deborah, by-passed the 
lower Yanert icefall to the north, and climbed the 
Yanert headwall to gain the south ridge. The 
one-half mile ridge traverse to the summit proved 
to be extremely treacherous, and their round trip 
to the summit from the top of the Yanert headwall 
took over eleven hours. Reflecting on the climb, 
Beckey stated, "It was our unanimous conclusion 
that Deborah was the most sensational ice climb 
that any of us had ever undertaken.' 

Since the first ascent in 1954, various attempts 
have been made to regain Mount Deborah's sum-
mit by groups from within Alaska, the continental 
United States, and overseas. Notable among these 
are the following: 

In July, 1964 David Roberts and Don Jensen 
reached the saddle between Mount Deborah and 
South Hess after a forty-mile approach from the 
south over the West Fork Glacier. Their trials in 
reaching high camp and subsequent efforts in 
gaining 10,400 feet on Deborah's seemingly un-
climbable east ridge are dramatically described in 
Robert's book? Turning away from Deborah, they 
followed the ridgeline east, reaching the summit of 
South Hess before descending. 

In the spring of 1972, a group approached 
Deborah from the north, travelling overland on the 
Gillam Glacier. They attempted to gain access to 
the northwest ridge but were stopped on the north 
spur at 9,500 feet where a combination of factors 
prevented them from continuing. 

During May and June, 1974 two additional at-
tempts were made to pioneer new routes on 
Deborah. Dave Pettigrew, Pat Stuart and Mat 
Donahoe attempted to repeat Beckey's route but 
found the original by-pass around Lower Yanert 
Icefall weathered away and impassable. Turning 
their attention to the two-mile ridge leading to 
Deborah's southernmost summit, they reached a 
saddle at approximately 11,700 feet before a 
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five-day storm trapped them. Having lost their 
provisions, they were forced to descend before an 
attempt could be made to traverse the mile-long 
south ridge to the middle and north summits. 

The other 1974 attempt was made by a Port-
land, Oregon group, led by Bob Hyslop. They 
established basecamp on the Yanert Glacier at 
6,500 feet and intended to gain the northwest 
summit ridge from the southwest. Although they 
were able to establish two routes through the low-
er icefall, described by Beckey as a "frozen hurri-
cane," and eventually reach 8,400 feet near the top 
of the second icefall, a warming trend prevented 
them from returning through the icefalls to at-
tempt the ridge. Turning their attention to the 
immediate west, Hyslop's group made first as-
cents on three of the adjacent peaks: Petit Tetons 
(9,010'), Diamond (9,030') and the Taj Mahal 
(9,720'). 

The second ascent was made May 8, 1975 by 
Dave Pettigrew, Pat (PJ) Stuart, Pat Condron, 
Toby Wheeler, Brian Oknick and Mark Hofmann 
—all essentially residents of Alaska. Leaving from 
McKinley Park Village, the group travelled with 
skis and dog sleds sixty miles up the Yanert  

Article and Photos by Omar Hansen 

Valley to basecamp. Concentrating their attention 
on the Pettigrew (southwest) Ridge, pioneered the 
previous year, they were able to obtain the middle 
summit before another intense storm forced an 
igloo bivouac. Emerging eleven days later, all six 
were able to traverse the Beckey (south) ridge, 
move onto the icy west face and gain the summit. 
Coincident with the second ascent, a separate 
group from Seattle was unsuccessful in an attempt 
to establish a route on the North Face. 

Mount Deborah has yet to be climbed by a 
direct route. The difficult icefalls, long and treach-
erous approach ridges, and the steep ice and rock 
faces prove to be one of the more difficult alpine 
challenges within Alaska. Fred Beckey well de-
scribes these alpine problems on Deborah which 
are "not generally encountered on most other diffi-
cult Alaskan summits." 4  

Photos on next pager> 

U.S.G.S. Healy (C-1) Alaska Quadrangle, 1:63.360 scale 

American Alpine Journal, 1955, Vol. IX, No. 2 (contains excellent photo-
graph of the North Face) 

Roberts, David, Deborah: A Wilderness Narrative, Vanguard Press, 1970 
American Alpine Journal, 1954 
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Mt. Deborah massif: northwest ridge, summit and Beckey [south] ridge on left center; south summit and Pettigrew [southwest spur ridge] right center. 

"Deborah was the most sensational ici 
Northwest ridge, summit and Beckey [south] ridge left center; south summit and center buttress right center; First Yanert ice fall foregound. 



First and Second Yanert icefalls from 6,500 feet on Yanert Glacier. 

:limb any of us had ever undertaken." 
Summit from south: Beckey [south] ridge foreground, Jensen [east] ridge on right, northwest ridge on left. 



Votear? 
uego 

Article and Photos by Carlyle Stout 

As you meander along the Pan American High-
way through the highlands of Guatemala the most 
striking features of the landscape which immedi-
ately arrest your attention are the magnificent 
cones that pierce the clouds on the horizon. These 
mighty volcanoes, which total 33 in number, run 
northwest to southeast, spanning the entire coun-
try forming its backbone and separating the alti-
plano from the coastal lowlands. They range in 
size from tiny Culmo at 3,280 feet to massive 
Tajumulco at 13,845 feet, the highest mountain in 
Central America. The volcanoes are known for 
their spectacular settings such as the ones soaring 
above Lake Atitlan, their majesty such as Santa 
Maria and Agua, and their volcanic activity such 
as Fuego, Santiagito, and Pacaya. Among this 
latter group unquestionable preeminence belongs 
to Volcan Fuego. 

Fuego, which means fire in Spanish, derives its 
name from the wild conflagrations that character-
ize its eruptions. It is one of three noble sentinels 
which overlook the picturesque colonial town of 
Antigua, site of the former capital until it was de-
stroyed in 1773 by a volcanically triggered earth-
quake. Rising more than 7,000 feet above the 
valley floor to a height of 12,579 feet Fuego is an 
imposing peak, but its stature is almost dwarfed 
by its prodigious neighbour, Acatenango, which 
towers 13,060 feet above the sea. The bases of the 
two giants merge together, and the distance 
between their summits is less than one mile. How-
ever, there is nothing small about Fuego's fre-
quent eruptions, which are comprised of ash rather 
than lava. It is the most active volcano in Central 
America and has been erupting for millenniums. 
The latest eruptions were in 1968, 1971, 1973, and 
1974; the general pattern being an eruption every 
two or three years. The most recent one was the 
most intense and powerful in over a decade. 

Twice before I had been frustrated in my at-
tempts to see Fuego's fantastic eruptions. The last 
time I woke up in Quezaltenango to a surreal 
morning. The sky was dark and visibility limited 
to a hundred yards; a quarter inch blanket of fine 
ash covered the city. In the distance the clouds 
were a seething cauldron of somber colors. I knew 
at once what was happening and raced to Antigua 
only to find Fuego silent, with nothing but white 
plumes of smoke wisping from its cone; it was 
October 19, 1974. That evening I was lying in a 
hammock mulling over my bad luck when sudden-
ly the door banged open and my host blasted in 
screaming, "The volcano is going off." Like a shot 
I bolted out of my perch and scrambled up on the 
roof where I beheld Fuego in the midst of a tre-
mendous explosion that shattered the night; the 
whole world was going crazy. Huge burning-red 
ash clouds belched out of the cone expanding 
upwards into the darkness at an insane speed. The 
fiery explosions occurred every few seconds rocket-
ing out tons of glowing crimson ash which rose in 
enormous billowing masses more than 6,000 feet 
above the crater. Throughout this awesome specta-
cle brilliant flashes of lightning danced around the 
blazing inferno. It was a rare display of nature, 
combining immense power and sublime beauty 
into a delicate harmony. 

The aftermath of this amazing exhibition was 
one of havoc and destruction. Several villages on 
the west slope of the volcano had to be evacuated 
because of the heavy ash fall which caved in roofs 
and contaminated the water supply. On the fertile 
Pacific lowlands millions of dollars of damage was 
inflicted on the cash crops of coffee, sugar cane 
and cotton. The ash fall dirtied streets as far away 
as Oaxaca in Mexico. 

Paradoxically, there was one happy outcome in 
this tragedy. The stupendous amount of particu-
late matter spewed into the atmosphere created a 
vast dust cloud which caused spectacular multi-
colored sunsets all over the globe. This mammoth 
cloud has already circled the earth once providing 
beautiful shows from Hawaii to France. The result 
is a blend of rich hues—yellow, red, orange, and 
purple that emanate as the sun sinks lower be-
neath the horizon. I caught one of these sunsets 
recently, and as I sat watching the wild colors 
change I flashed back to that incredible night 
when Fuego reenacted the Earth's birth pangs. LI 
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This is a shot of Fuego erupting a night. It was taken with a 230mm telefoto from about a mile away, just outside the town of Alotenango. It is a time expos-
ure of about 45 seconds. The lightning is seen striking around above the crater. 

This is a full view shot of Fuego erupting during the day. It was taken with a 90mm telefoto from a field about half a mile from the end of the ash flow. The 
ridge on the right in the foreground is the sloping shoulder of Acatenango. 
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A Sleeping Bag Improvement 

While on winter camping and mountaineering 
trips, I used to wake up in the middle of the night 
very thirsty, and once while trapped overnight in 
an emergency shelter by 126 mph winds on New 
Hampshire's Mt. Washington, my perspiration 
froze in the down of my sleeping bag, making it 
useless. Hopping up and down to keep warm, I 
told myself, "There must be a better way." I 
found the better way in a Stephenson's Warmlite 
Company catalog where I read that they made 
their sleeping bag with waterproof nylon on the 
inside. This sounded like just the thing to prevent 
a reoccurrence of what happened on Mt. Washing-
ton, but it seemed like it would have a major draw-
back: would you not overheat and sweat to death? 

Contrary to popular belief, this supposedly will 
not happen, for the waterproof lining would actu-
ally make you sweat less than if you used a 
breathable bag. To understand this you must 
know that the main function of sweating is to cool 
the body off when it gets too hot, but there is 
another important, though less obvious, function 
and that is to keep skin moist. Even though skin 
feels dry, it is moist, not to the extent that it is 
noticeable, but just enough to keep it from crack-
ing. In cold, dry weather our bodies perspire to 
keep our skins damp even though we may not 
think we are sweating; or in other words, even if 
you are not doing anything to raise your body 
temperature, you are going to sweat and continue 
to sweat as long as your skin is exposed to some-
thing that dries it out. The waterproof lining of the 
sleeping bag traps the evaporated perspiration and 
thereby raises the humidity of the air inside. This 
warm, damp air will then keep your skin moist-
ened; therefore your body will not perspire as 
much and you will not be so dehydrated upon get-
ting up in the morning. Since you are warm, the 
down's warm, and the nylon's warm, there will be 
no condensation of the humidity in the bag, and 
you will stay dry. In addition, evaporation of 
sweat stops when the air is saturated, and this is 
important in remaining warm, for the body heat is  

used up by sweat evaporating off the skin. If this 
is stopped, the heat loss is arrested, and you will 
actually be warmer than you would be in a normal, 
dry bag. 

This reasoning sounded good, but was it really 
true? I did not want to buy a new sleeping bag to 
find out, so instead I bought some waterproof 
nylon and sewed together a liner for my sleeping 
bag. Since I live in the east, Mt. Washington was 
the first place I tried out my waterproof liner. 
After two winter climbs, I proved to myself that it 
worked. On each climb I spent one night with the 
liner and one without it, and to my surprise I felt 
warmer and woke up much less thirsty than the 
night without it. The bag did become a tiny bit 
clammy in the early morning hours, but by open-
ing the neck enough to let fresh air circulate in-
side, it would dry out immediately and be comfort-
able again. 

My friends did not believe these two test 
proved anything except that one would not sweat 
to death with a waterproof sleeping bag. Their arg-
uments were that my bag was so good it would 
easily keep me warm at the temperatures we en-
countered, and I only psychologically felt warmer 
with the liner; and that the air was not dry enough 
to overly dehydrate me during the night. I could 
not prove them wrong without a more conclusive 
test. In May, 1974 I gave it just such a test. 

Into the arid Alaska Range I brought my liner; 
and from seven thousand feet on the Kahiltna 
Glacier to over seventeen thousand feet on Mt. 
McKinley, I got the same results as before. Not 
only was my bag warm and comfortable, but it 
also stayed drier than anyone else's because the 
waterproof barrier prevented my perspiration from 
condensing in the down and ruining it. Yet sur-
prisingly, unlike the other tests, the bag did not 
become the least bit clammy during any night. 
Most likely this was because the dry, mountain air 
sucked out enough moisture through the neck 
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opening to maintain the humidity inside at a com-
fortable level. Also, not once did I wake up very 
thirsty, and as a matter of fact, the thing worked 
so well I had to often get up in the middle of the 
night to relieve myself. This expedition proved to 
me and my friends that the design was not a 
bunch of "bull," but rather a step forward in the 
evolution of lightweight, cold-weather equipment. 
If you are skeptical like myself and find it hard to 
believe, make your own liner and test it; it's not 
expensive. Here is how to do it: 

Buy a piece of waterproof nylon no shorter than 
twice the full length of your sleeping bag, for you 
will be cutting two patterns from it—one for the 
top and one for the bottom. To start, spread the 
nylon out on the floor with the coated side down. 
You can tell this side because it has a dull, smooth 
finish while the uncoated side has a shiny, satiny 
finish. Place your zippered bag on top and trace its 
outline; but do not include the hood unless you 
want to and unless you have a longer piece of 
nylon than stated above, for as long as your shoul-
ders are covered, lining the hood is not necessary. 
Make two tracings and on the foot of each draw an 
additional curved piece anywhere from 12 to 18 
inches long, as illustrated. 

Before starting to sew, lay out one pattern with 
the uncoated side up, for this will be the bottom. 
Then place the other one over it with the uncoated 
side down. This will put the coated side on the out-
side of the liner which is what you want, for if it 
was on the inside the coating material would wear 
off in no time; therefore, if you want your money's 
worth, remember, the uncoated side is on the in-
side. When you have this straightened out proceed 
and match the two halves up and pin them togeth-
er (all the way around the edge). This helps pre-
vent shifting while you are sewing. 

When the whole thing is pinned along its periph-
ery, mark the side that will be against the zipper 
of your bag, for you will not want to sew most of 
this side. Most sleeping bags have little loops 
inside for a liner to be tied to, and if your's does, 
note their locations and attach ties to the liner you 
are making. These can be stitched on after you 
have finished or while you are sewing together the 
patterns. Now you can start whenever you are 
ready, and when you are done the finished product 
should look something like this: 

The purpose for this extra length is to make room 
for your feet. If you just sewed together two regu-
lar length patterns, the bottom would be too tight 
for your feet. 

Mine cost me about fifteen dollars and less than 
a day's work to construct, and when I climbed Mt. 
McKinley it paid for itself a thousand times over. 
If you do a lot of winter camping or climbing and 
already own a good bag, this is a cheap way to 
make it better; and if you are thinking of purchas-
ing a new bag, this liner will improve it. 
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Steve Harms on the Pulpit. Steve Tucker following on Mt. Moroni. 

The Watchman. 

e 



Nagunt Mesa. 
Text on next page 
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When I first drove into the main canyon of Zion 
National Park in Utah, I was struck with the same 
feeling of awe and excitement that I imagine most 
climbers feel when they first enter any area of 
large and spectacular mountains. Driving up the 
four-mile canyon you pass a seemingly endless 
array of huge walls, classical-shaped peaks and 
spires, and beautiful cracks and chimneys in the 
Navajo sandstone. 

Formed primarily by the action of the Virgin 
River, the Zion cliffs rise up to 3,000 feet above the 
canyon floor and offer exciting and extensive rock 
climbing. A few of the Zion walls, such as the 
unclimbed 1,800-foot northeast face of Lady 
Mountain, are virtually blank, but more often they 
are broken by fine cracks that sometimes run con-
tinuously for hundreds of yards. In other cases the 
sandstone has been shattered and broken to form 
beautiful peaks such as the Watchman or pin-
nacles such as Devils Tower. Lying at the base of 
most of the walls are a variety of smaller pinna-
cles, slabs and flakes. 

Although most of the major peaks have now 
been climbed by easy routes and some of the walls 
and faces have had ascents, any route that the 
climber picks will likely be a first ascent. 

The first major climb in Zion was the northwest 
face of the Great White Throne in 1967, and recent 
major ascents have included the south wall of Mt. 
Kinesava and the large faces on Jacob and Isaac in 
the Court of the Patriarchs. 

There is no guidebook to Zion, although in an 
article in the 1972 Ascent Jeff Lowe included de-
scriptions of a few of the larger climbs. In addi-
tion, the rangers keep a collection of route descrip-
tions in the visitor center. The collection is by no 
means complete but it does contain some interest-
ing reading. Included is a description of climbers 
screwing ice screws into bolt holes for protection 
on sections of rotten rock on the Great White 
Throne, and there is an account of a scramble to 
the wreckage of a F-111 fighter plane on Deer Trap 
Mountain. 

Without a guide, the very extent of the climbing 
possibilities can be overwhelming to the newcom-
er. With an infinity of cracks and pinnacles to 
choose from, I have found it easy to spend the 
better part of several Zion trips driving indecisive-
ly around the canyon gawking at all the fantastic 
cracks and scheming over possible routes. My 
friend, Earl Furman, refers euphemistically to this 
as "Zion Fever." I personally hope that no guide  

is ever published for Zion. The strong attraction 
Zion holds for me is not only in the fine rock but 
also in the adventure of not having a pitch by 
pitch description of every climb. 

As a climbing area Zion is uncrowded. One 
reason is probably the lack of a guide, but others 
include the long drive from population centers, the 
hot summers and cold winters, and the total lack 
of any social scene such as in Yosemite. Many 
people also dislike climbing on sandstone. Most of 
the rock is quite sound although it is sometimes 
alarmingly rotten, and it isn't unusual to come 
upon loose boulders in chimneys or on ledges. 

Few of the larger formations have easy walk-
offs and finding descent routes can be more har-
rowing than the ascents. My brother and I climbed 
the north buttress of the Watchman in a little over 
a day but then spent the rest of the second day 
finding a descent route down a series of hanging 
canyons, with several nerve-wracking rappels off 
disturbingly small scrub trees. 

In Zion it is best to use artificial chocks and 
natural points of protection as much as possible 
since even the single placement and removal of a 

pin in the soft and brittle sandstone causes ugly 
scarring. The rangers ask that climbers in Zion 
register at the visitor center, and while they place 
no restrictions, it is best not to climb above any of 
the roads or trails where loose rocks might hit cars 
or hikers. 

Many possibilities for climbing lie outside the 
main canyon. One accessible area is the Kolob 
Canyon where a series of narrow mesas, 500 to 
2,000 feet high, extend like fingers from a common 
plateau behind. 

The 45-mile drive to Kolob from the main can-
yon passes a series of rather dull, gray hills with 
nothing very interesting in sight until a sharp 
curve is rounded and suddenly a spectacular 
1,500-foot high red spire appears ahead. Although 
it appears to be a spire it is actually one of the 
Kolob mesas viewed head on. This first sight of 
the west face of Paria Point has always excited 
me. 

Several trips to Zion passed before a successful 
May climb with my brother on Mt. Moroni bol-
stered our courage enough to actually pack our 
day pack and camp below Paria Point. The upper 
west face of Paria Point is 600 feet high and below 
are a series of slabs and ridges. Some of the rock in 
these lower ridges is soft, and we passed several of 
the interesting sculptured alcoves and rows of 
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miniature arches and columns that are often seen 
in the Zion sandstone. 

We had hoped for an easy walk through this 
lower section, but at the first 30-foot ridge we 
encountered a bulge with an overhanging crack. 
Unhappily, we roped up and Steve went up to in-
vestigate. Sitting at belay, I was getting settled 
for a long wait, expecting Steve to resort to some 
aid when suddenly he shouted, "Hey, this is amaz-
ing. There's a cave!" Below the overhanging crack 
and out of sight from below, a cave snaked its way 
back in among the jumbled blocks and emerged at 
the top of the first ridge. 

Five more rope lengths of mostly third and 
fourth class scrambling led to the base of the main 
face. Gratefully, we were still in the shade and 
hadn't consumed any of our two quarts of water. 
Through binoculars we had seen that above our 
present position a ramp ran diagonally up to the 
left for 50 feet and then ended. Above this we 
would have to traverse a 30-foot blank section be-
fore reaching another crack system which con-
tinued up the entire face. 

The first lead was mine, and I wasn't feeling 
exactly confident as I approached the end of the 
ramp. Much of the ramp had been rotten, and al-
though I could see that there were plenty of small 
ridges for face climbing on the "blank" section 
above, there was nowhere to place protection on it 
except in small, hollow sounding flakes. After 
building up courage, climbing up the little ridges 
and flakes turned out to be fun, but not without 
some of the sweaty palms and shaking thighs I 
reserve for unprotected face traverses. Gratefully, 
I reached the upper crack system and climbed to a 
good belay ledge. 

Steve took a long time leading the next pitch 
which was mostly aid with a hard squeeze chimney 
at the top. I sat basking in the sun and trying to 
pay attention to belaying. Suddenly I heard what 
sounded like the hiss of a falling rock passing a 
few feet from my head. Instintively I ducked, then 
looking around I realized that the sound had been 
caused by one of a whole flock of swifts flying 
around the face. Flying at speeds that I later 
learned to be up to 60 miles per hour, they per-
formed amazing turns and maneuvers. They con-
toured along the face only a few feet from the rock, 
like tiny jet fighters flying low to avoid radar, and 
managed to scare us with their close passes. Sev-
eral times during the climb we would see two mat-
ing birds free fall for a hundred feet, twittering  

happily away. Occasionally a third bird, probably 
a rival, would spiral down after them. 

Halfway up the face was a large scrub tree 
which completely filled the steep crack and extend-
ed its gnarled branches 15 feet out in every direc-
tion. It was Steve's lead and he decided to follow a 
ramp up to the right. We knew from our previous 
observations that this ramp petered out in the 
middle of a blank section and I argued for a route 
up through the tree since the crack continued to 
the top. Steve persisted though and shouted down 
how great the climbing was on the ramp. 

As I came up to his belay where the ramp end-
ed, I expected to find us stuck out in the middle of 
an unclimbable face, but much to my relief, the 
face was covered with the same small ridges we 
had found on the face climbing below. From 
Steve's belay I traversed far left across the face to 
the security of the crack above the large tree. I 
followed the crack until it became rotten at a bulge 
and then traversed back right on the face to 
almost above Steve. It was just getting dark; I 
paid for my zigzagging lead for the rope drag was 
really bad. I could hardly see in the failing light 
and my last few moves to a belay ledge above were 
rather desperate. 

When Steve came up the pitch, we decided to 
bivouac where we were, and like every good Zion 
ledge this one had dead wood, so we enjoyed a 
small fire during the night. 

At about two in the morning we were awakened 
by two gunshots; far below on the road we saw the 
headlights of a car with a searchlight aimed on the 
slope above it. Two flashlights slowly climbed the 
slope to collect their prey which was probably one 
of the many deer found in the area. Afterwards, 
the car drove up and down the road, its searchlight 
looking for more victims. Hunting in national 
parks is illegal, and I was tempted to toss a well-
timed rock, but I prudently decided that if illegal 
deer make good targets, then so would our bivouac 
fire, and I did nothing. 

In the morning we had two more leads to the 
top of the face. We scrambled a short way back on 
the summit plateau and enjoyed our new view of 
the Kolob canyons. We were a little disappointed 
to find a cairn, although there had not been any 
indications of a prior ascent on the route we had 
climbed. Four very long rappels took us back to 
the base of the main face; down scrambling and 
one short rappel brought us to easy walking. El 

More photos on next page r> 
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Timber Top, a Zion mesa, is completely surrounded by cliffs and is unclimbed except for biologists who have landed by helicopter on its narrow, forrested 
top to study the isolated animal and plant life. The center wall is 2,000 feet high. 

ZION FEVER, continued 
Paria Point. The west face is on the left. 



Banff's 

Back 

Country 

Article and Photos by Lawrence Curson 

Like many parks and recreational areas in North 
America, Canada's Banff National Park in the last 
few years has experienced a sudden onslaught of 
hikers and climbers escaping to the more basic 
existence of the mountains. The result of this ever 
increasing popularity has been the growing resem-
blance of the more easily accessible trails and 
routes to the very urban sidewalks from which 
these people are fleeing. 

However, for the energetic, Banff offers a wide 
variety of back country that receives very little 
traffic. Once the initial ten-mile limit on either side 
of the main highways through the park has been 
penetrated, you find that people become scarce 
and the country discernibly wilder. There is an 
obvious lack of climbing activity despite some 
great potential, and the fishing is always good in 
the streams and lakes. 

Major river drainages such as the Clearwater 
and Red Deer provide ideal routes through this 
wilderness back country and allow the hiker and 
climber the uniquely metamorphic experience of 
passing from the high heart of the Rockies to the 
low-hilled eastern slope perimeter. 

The journey down the Red Deer, which my wife 
and I made during a six-day period in the summer 
of 1974, was a wonderful respite from the heavily 
travelled trails of the Banff, Lake Louise area. In 
forty-five easy miles we saw only a handful of 
people, and then always just in passing. With one 
exception our campsites were solitary save for the 
hoards of mosquitoes which were in permanent 
residence wherever we stopped, and made a good 
strong insect repellent a prerequisite for sanity. 

Although we carried no climbing gear with us on 
our first probe into Banff's back country, we were 
impressed with the potential of the Drummond 
Glacier region on the north side of the Red Deer 
valley, and the Mt. Douglas, Mt. St. Bride, Bon-
net Glacier region on the south side of the valley. 
These areas offer some obviously good ascents by 
regular routes, as well as the possibility for some 
really worthwhile new routes by both ridges and 
faces. 

Hiking from Lake Louise on the main Trans-
Canada Highway, to the headwaters of the Red 
Deer River, and hence down the valley to the Ya 
Ha Tinda Ranch on the park boundary, we 
arranged our route so that it was about 85% down-
hill and therefore much easier after the first day, 
which was basically a steady, low-angle climb. We 
hiked an average of only about three to four hours 
every day at a leisurely pace, leaving plenty of 
time for fishing, exploration and just plain lying 
around. I would consider this quite a feasible 
undertaking for a family with children who can 
tote their own sleeping bags and personal gear. 

The drawbacks to a trip into Banff's back coun-
try are few, but one must remember that a pick-
up at the eastern boundary of the park must be 
arranged if one doesn't want to repeat the trip in 
reverse. With this one exception, which can be 
overcome in several ways with a little thought, the 
rewards of the effort are high. If you find yourself 
muttering under your breath about the crowded 
campgrounds, trails, and routes in your favorite 
recreational area, then perhaps Banff's back 
country may be just what you require. El 

Photos on next page 1:>. 
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TOP: Morning at Red Deer Lake, looking down valley to be travelled. 

BOTTOM: Creek crossing. Drummund Glacier region in background. 
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Third campsite below Mt. Douglas. 
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cDynamic ® 
Conforms to UIAA Standards. Swiss made. 
11 mm x 150'. Red/Blue, Yellow/Blue stripes. 

postpaid $8650 

cDynallex ® 
More reserve strength. Swiss made. 11 mm x 
165'. Orange/Red, Yellow/Red. (Our full-color 
catalog included with purchase.) Annual 
money-back dividend to Co-op members. 

postpaid $/0950 

Shop REI in Seattle and Berkeley. Use coupon 
below or call toll free (800) 426-0351. 

0 4 \gi 
co.ap 

Recreational Equipment Inc. 
The Original Outdoor Co-op—Est. 1938" 

P.O. Box 22090, Seattle, WA 98122 S-6-M 
111 Enclosed is my check or money order for 

Dynamic or Dynaflex rope(s). 
Color:  
Offer expires Sept. 30, 1975. 
Add 5.3% sales tax in Washington; 
6.5% in California. 
1=1 I want to be a member, enclosed is $2.00. 
El Please send me free color catalog only. 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY  

TATE ZIP  

% z karrimor, born and bred in England, 
,  tried and tested on the world's major 

climbs. Illustrated is the Joe Brown 
 

it's a "cooler" carry. 

VZZZ Whillans, Joe Brown has become a myth — 
Like his old climbing partner Don 

, a legend. He is even more widely known 
to the general public and his sac reflects a very modern approach. The 
double back panel is able to take a 38" long closed cell foam Karrimat, 
the protruding end rolls up into a special cotton flap. This roll sits on the 
hips and spaces the sac from the back. 7 oz. Nylon fabric with a double 
reinforced base. The back panel is in cotton for a "cooler" carry. There's 
something very European about a frameless climbing sac, something 
which we do imperceptably yet markedly better. 
Distributed by: 
Thos. Black & Sons Ltd. Mountain Paraphernalia 
930 Ford Street Box 4536 
Ogdensburg, New York Modesto, California 95352 

ONE OF THE 
INTERNATIONALS 
from karrimor Products Limited Avenue Parade Accrington Lancashire England 

26 SUMMIT / June, 1975 



larkhAe 
Now more than ever. 

Waykh/P in America 

Raichle climbing boots are de-
signed for climbing and hiking be-
yond the trail. They are built for 
cross-country travel on rock and 
snow where the foot must be pro-
tected against extreme punishment 
and stress. 
After decades of making outstand-
ing quality boots, Raichle knows its 
work well. Raichle boots are con-
structed over the finest American 
lasts available to offer the best 
possible fit. And Raichle uses the 
time-tested, proven Norwegian 
Welt construction for durability and 
extra-long life. 

The Raichle Eiger. 

An excellent combination boot for 
heavy-duty hiking and climbing. Nor-
wegian Welt construction with full 
grain Grade A Russian, croupon, 
flesh-out leather upper (one-piece). 
Upper 3.4mm thick with 22% grease-
content for superior waterproofing. 
Plus full-grain leather lining, fully gus-
seted leather lined tongue, steel 
shank, new Raichle Yellow Rubber 
Midsole, leather innersole, Vibram 
"Yellow Spot" Lacima sole and heel, 
arch and toe reinforcing. 

The new Raichle Yellow Rubber Midsole 
identifies the boots as the pride of the 
Raichle world-wide collection. The new 
Raichle Yellow Midsole also serves to re-
mind the owner that when the Vibram sole 
is "walked-off" to the Yellow Midsole, it is 
time to resole the boots. 

The Raichle Montagna 

The perfect all-around climbing boot. 
Anatomically designed for the best pos-
sible fit using a one-piece upper, Grade A 
full grain flesh-out leather (3.4mm thick) 
with a high (22%) grease content. Nor-
wegian Welt construction, new Raichle 
Yellow Rubber Midsole plus a leather mid-
sole and innersole. Also a 3/4  steel shank, 
full grain leather lining, leather lined, 
hinged tongue, Vibram "Yellow Spot" 
Lacima sole and heel, arch and toe re-
reinforcing. 

America in Reikh/ 

The foundation of Raichle's reputa-
tion rests on its long history of de-
livering the finest fit and using the 
best leather available in the world. 
Raichle climbing boots feature 
Grade A full grain leather from the 
finest tanneries. And Raichle con-
structs boots in true half-sizes (not 
just varying the amoung of pad-
ding) and offers up to three dif-
ferent widths. What's more, Raichle 
climbing boots are lined in full grain 
leather. So, all in all, Raichle boots 
fit like a second skin. 

The Raichle Anapurna. 

The top technical climbing boot 
available today. Bar none. One-
piece, Grade AA Gallusser croupon, 
flesh-out leather (3.5-3.7mm thick) 
with a very high (25%) grease con-
tent. Norwegian Welt construction, 
Raichle Yellow Rubber Midsole 
with leather midsole and inner-
sole. Full grain leather lining, 
hidden scree guard, special, 
heavy-duty steel shank, Vibram 
"Yellow Spot" Lacima sole and 
heavy-duty sole reinforcing. 

To learn more about boots, 
send 25t for our catalog in-
corporating our booklet, 
"Taking the Mystery Out of 
Boots' Or ask your local 
Raichle dealer for a copy. Parirrhi Raichle Molitor USA 

200 Saw Mill River Road 
Hawthorne, New York 10532 



Introducing the 

ANTIPITON 
and 

SLIGHTLY SMUTTY CLIMBING 
Use pitons on a hammerless ascent. Impossible? 

No! Sacrilegious? Maybe. What will the arbiters of 
ethics say? Better ask them. The Leeper Antipiton is 
simply a stacking tool. Stack it with a piton (at right 
angles). Stack it with a nut. Stack it with several 
pitons. And never use a hammer, because the reverse 

taper Antipiton tightens under load. 
Does it work? Try it. Will it jiggle out? Less than 

a nut. How much will it hold? That depends on the 
placement. 

Will it damage the rock? That depends. It will in 
catching a long fall, and you may then have to leave 
it for the next party with a hammer. For greatest 
security you can tap the piton it's stacked with light- 

ly into place. That might be called "slightly smutty 
climbing." For the purpose, I make the Slightly 
Smutty Hooker, a lightweight "tapper" with a PA 
ounce head and a hook—which are flat for extracting 
jammed nuts. 

Or you can place an Antipiton totally clean, and it 
will usually stay in place better than a nut placement 
made totally clean. 

It works in smooth cracks. And it works in 
smooth, flared cracks. —Not just as long as you can 
hold your breath, but with some degree of reliability. 

Send for "How to Use" literature. Sold through 
dealers only. Not intended for use with mechanical 
belaying devices. 

Ed Leeper, Wallstreet, Colorado 80302 

,.WEST RIDGE 
sports 

:430 owmplc tt, west los angeles. cola 90064 

phone 213 820-5686 

CAMPERS, HIKERS, 
BACKPACKERS 
A wide selection of the finest 
equipment year-around! 

Write for our FREE 
Mountain and Camping 
Catalog M 
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do you own a pair of 

model 2080 
SUNRISE 

stitchdown construction—both Durable & Functional 
Vibram® sole —has Long Wearing qualities 

steel shank —helps provide Arch Support 
leather mid-sole — for Lasting Durability 

padded leather lining—allows ultimate Comfort 
Reverse Tan Cowhide Upper 

Available in the sporting goods departments of many large 
JCPenney Stores and other fine sporting goods outlets. 

A 'Good Knight' 
Shelter By Donald Rees 

"Snow Caves: A New Look" (Summit, Decem-
ber, 1974); you are so right. Indeed, the standard 
snow cave is often a poor emergency shelter; and I 
would add that all snow caves, mound houses, and 
igloos suffer from the same defects you describe. 
The major problem of each is the great amount of 
time needed for construction: excess moisture 
from exertion or snow contact, and the dangers of 
inactivity for the second man. Your excellent de-
scription and drawings will cause most of us to re-
evaluate former practices. 

A few mountaineers travel alone, and some 
mountaineers prefer to have the privacy of a 
simple shelter even though they travel in groups. 
Is there a good one-person shelter? Yes! 

A one-person quick snow shelter: (see drawing 
below). This shelter was developed one night on a 
ski trip in the Yosemite back country. It has been 
used several times since in Yosemite, and it fared 
well in 60 mph winds on Mt. Hood while three ad-
jacent tents were popping grommets and pulling 
stakes. It can be built on flat or sloping terrain, in 
wind drifts between trees, or against boulders. 
Average construction time: 15 to 20 minutes. 

Dig out a cube of snow 3' x 3' x 3'. Inside the 
resulting hole you lay a poncho or piece of plastic. 
With the shovel, dig out a tunnel from the side of 
the hole, leaving a foot or so of snow for the roof. 
Reach in as far as you can with the shovel, digging 
out as much snow as possible. Then, lying on your 
poncho, bivouac cover, or plastic sheet, you can 
enlarge the tunnel with great kicking boot stomps 
which enlarge the ceiling, compact the snow in the 
back, lengthen the tunnel, and customize the 
structure. Throw out the extraneous snow. Dig a 
slight hip hole. Put your ensolite pad over your 
ground cloth inside the resulting tunnel, and lay 
your skis and/or poles over the top of the three-
foot hole. Place a ground sheet or other material 
over these supports and cover the edges with snow 
to keep out wind. Stand your pack against the wall 
opposite the leg-tunnel for ready access and extra 
insulation for your head. 

Viola!: a quick, non-wetting, non-exerting opera-
tion. I call it the "Good Knight Shelter" after my 
Wyoming grandfather. I 

- 

-^ 
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For information on where to her SUMMIT Boots, write Department S-5 
Kalmar Trading Corporation, P.O.Box 77343, San Francisco, CA. 94017 
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1517 Platte St., Denver, Colo. 80202 • (303) 433-3373 

BACKPACKERS 

Send for your FREE 80 page MAIL 
ORDER CATALOG 

Sleeping Bags (Both Down and Synthetic) 
Out door Clothing 
Lightweight Tents 
Frame Packs • Soft Packs 
Books, Maps, Charts 
Boots, Socks 
Klepper Foldaway Boats 
And More! 

KELTY 
mountaineering - backpacking 
Department 23 

1801 VICTORY BLVD. 
GLENDALE, CA 91201 
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6, 
GIBBS 2  

ASCENDERS 
Each Ascender is tested 

to 1000 pounds. Its smooth 
rounded teeth produce 

little or no rope damage. 
Especially applicable to 

equipment haulage, group 
ascents, fixed rope and 

rescue operations. Operates 
on icy or muddy ropes. 

ASCENDERS with spring wire $8.75 
ASCENDERS with quick release pin $10.75 

include 25(C postage per ascender / 50t airmail 

ROPE / SLING / CARABINERS 
20% DISCOUNT ON ORDERS 

of $90. OR MORE. 
SEND FOR A CATALOGUE TO: 

GIBBS PRODUCTS 
854 PADLEY STREET 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84108 



Caribou 
Mountaineering 
1266 HumboIt Ave. Chico ,Callf. 95926 

19161 3451671 

SPECIALISTS IN 

TENT AND PACK 

DESIGNS 
Ask for 

Catalog and Brochure 

do you. OWII a pair of 

boots yet? 

model 2180 
TENA YA 

Norwegian welt construction —both Durable & Functional 
Vibram®Security sole—has Long Wearing qualities 

steel shank—helps provide Arch Support 
triple layer leather mid-soles—for long lasting Durability 

padded leather lining—allows ultimate Comfort 
Reverse Tan One Piece Cowhide Upper 

Available in the sporting goods departments of many large 
JCPenney Stores and other fine sporting goods outlets. 

NEW BOOKS...... 
Mountains by John Cleare. Published by Crown Publish-
ers, New York, New York. $12.50. B&W plus color photo-
graphs. Covers briefly the mountains of the European 
Alps, North America, Britain, Africa, Himalaya, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and New Guinea with a few descrip-
tive climbs from each area, either from the author's 
personal experience or someone else's. Includes verbal 
portraits of some outstanding climbers. 

Hard Rock, Great British Rock Climbs compiled by Ken 
Wilson, former editor of Mountain Magazine. Granada 
Publishing, 3 Upper James St., Golden Sq., London. $18. 
Foreward is on the development of hard rock climbing in 
Britain. Seventeen climbs in Scotland, eleven from the 
Lake District, fifteen from Wales, and seventeen from 
outlying sea cliffs and crags are graphically described 
with spectacular climbing photos and good literary 
writing by English climbers, well-known for their writing 
and climbing ability; includes one climb in North Wales, 
"Dream of White Horses' by Royal Robbins. 

For climbers, hikers 
and lovers of 
mountains... 
CASCADE ALPINE GUIDE, Climbing and High 
Routes: Columbia River to Stevens Pass, by Fred 
Beckey. First completely detailed climbing guide to 
Washington's south Cascades; plus valuable data on 
geology, geography, approach and cross-country 
routes. 354 pp, with 100 pp of maps, sketches, photos 
with route over-prints. $9.95 (26( shipping) 

CLIMBER'S GUIDE TO THE OLYMPIC MOUNTAINS, 
by Olympic Mountain Rescue. Complete route and 
approach information on Washington's Olympic peaks, 
plus high alpine traverses, ski, snowshoe tours. 240 
pp, 9 maps, 17 peak sketches w/routes. $5.95 
(18,S shipping) 
At book, outdoor stores, or by mail (Wash, residents add 5.3% tax) 

THE MOUNTAINEERS, 719 Pike St, Seattle, WA 98101 

The Pacific Crest Trail, Vol. 1: California by Thomas Win-
ett. Published by Wilderness Press, Berkeley, Ca. $4.95. 
Paperback. First published in 1973. Updated in 1975 by a 
16-page supplement. The book is a guide to the Pacific 
Crest Trail in California. 127 Topographic maps. 

Discover Southeast Alaska with Pack and Paddle. By 
Margaret H. Piggott. Published by The Mountaineers, 
Seattle. 79 photos, 77 maps, 260 pgs. 6" x 9". Paperbound. 
$7.95. Covers approximately 60 trips for all levels of 
ability, hiking along beaches, mountain ridges and forests. 
Complete descriptions of trips through Glacier Bay 
National Monument, the West Chichagof area and the 
Admirality Island canoe traverse for the canoe and kayak 
enthusiasts. 

For information on where to buy SUMMIT Boots, write Department S-5 
Kalmar Trading Corporation, P.O.Box 77343, San Francisco, CA. 94017 
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MOUNTAIN HOUSE GOES HIKING 
Wherever you go ... whatever you do, Mountain House Freeze 
Dried foods go with you. Over 100 pre-packaged and individ-
ual items. Lightweight, fresh tasting, quick and easy to 
prepare. Eat and enjoy them wherever you go. Sold in retail 
sporting goods outlets. In Canada through Taymor Ind., Ltd. 

AZ. MOUNTAIN HOUSE.. 
The gourmet restaurant you put 

in your pocket. 
For a free menu planner, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: MENU PLANNER, 

Oregon Freeze Dry Foods, Inc., P.O. Box 1048, Dept. SU, Albany, Oregon 97321. 

Mountain 
Products 
Corporation 

Dept. SU-5 
123 S. Wenatchee Ave. 
Wenatchee, Wa. 98801 

DOWN VEST (zipper 
or snap front) 
Prime Goose Down-
filled. Ripstop nylon 
outer. Self-repairing 
zipper. Two large pockets. 
Extra long kidney warmer 
back panel. Ask for it at 
your M PC Dealer. 

reader's comments... 
Dear Editor: 

I am in the process of assembling a 
first-rate instructional slide presentation 
on avalanche safety for winter travelers. 
The text and most of the photographs 
are ready, but I am still in need of good 
quality color slides of avalanches, ava-
lanche areas, and avalanche debris. If 
any Summit readers have any color 
slides of the above topics which they 
would like to lend to the cause of ava-
lanche safety, rescue and survival, I 
would be most grateful. Slides received 
will be quickly duplicated and returned 
to avoid inconvenience and loss. Slides 
not used will be promptly returned with 
my thanks. Horizontal format for the 
slides is preferred, although vertical for-
mat slides can be used. Information as to  

sources of avalanche photographs will 
also be welcome. Mail slides and/or in- 
formation to the address below. 
A. C. James 
204 Iron Road 
Manitou Springs, Colo. 80829 

Dear Editor: 
In the April 1974 issue of Summit 

there was a letter from Keith Gunnar 
trying to explain the name of the 
"Sherpa" who died on the Fall 1973 
Dhaulagiri IV Expedition. He got it 
wrong! The man who died was known as 
Kanella —he was a Tamang—not a 
Sherpa. Kanella means in Nepali young-
est brother. This "name" is used by 
many Nepali people—Sherpa, Tamangs 
and other ethnical groups instead of  

their real family name which is often not 
used outside their immediate family. 

Sherpas and Tamangs are both eth-
nical groups— tribes. You cannot have 
someone called "Sherpa Tamang" any-
more than you can have someone called 
"English American" —not probable 
anyway! 
Mike Cheney 
Kathmandu, Nepal 

Dear Editor: 
Government documents and the record 

of Congressional hearings into conces-
sioner policies in Yosemite National Park 
have been employed by the Eastern 
Trade in an attempt to understand what 
has happened in Yosemite, and where we 
can go from here. Some of the more basic 

The 
Goose Down 

Specialists 
Send for our latest color catalog, featuring 
the finest in Prime Northern European Goose 
Down products. Check out the Ultra-Lite 
Twin Series, our top of the line bags. 
Our economy mummy, the Continental, 
will meet most summer needs. A new 
concept, the DacDown I bag, has Dacron® 
Fiberfill II as bottom insulator with 
Prime Goose Down on top. Shop our 
complete array of Down-filled parkas, 
sweaters and vests. Also, Jet Gas stoves, 
lanterns and heaters, Kastinger boots, 
shell clothing, backpacks, tents and 
accessories. Write for your catalog and 
list of dealers now. Enclose 25c for 
postage and handling. 
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Nature brings you biting winds. 
Driving rain and snow. And incredible chill factors. 

Let nature have her tantrums. You have the Camp 7 Mountain Parka. 
Designed to be inherently water repellent, windproof, yet breathable. 

With a Lifetime Guarantee. Write us for a free catalogue. 
Camp 7. Dept. 2, 802 South Sherman. Longmont, Colorado 80501 

The more you know about camping the more you want 

CAMP7 

facts are written up in the latest issue of 
the Eastern Trade, which can be 
obtained by sending two ten cent stamps 
to John Stannard, 13003 Daley St., 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20906. 

It is possible to draw the following 
conclusion here. It is the personal re-
sponsbility of each of us to become in-
formed, and to make his feelings known 
as to what uses are to be made of our 
National Parks. Our failure to do so is 
the most basic cause of failures such as 
have occurred. If our failure continues, 
we may be sure that Yosemite will be-
come something less than a "National 
Park." There are many opportunities to 
become informed and make our feelings 
known. Yosemite Master Plan Work-
shops were scheduled in many cities 
throughout the country in early June. 
There will be further public meetings as 
the Master Plan takes shape. Comments 
can be sent to: John Reynolds, GGNRA-
Ft. Mason, San Francisco, California 
94123, who is the chairman of the 
Yosemite Master Plan Team. Comments 
may also be sent to Leslie Arnberger, 
Superintendent, Yosemite National 
Park, California 95389. 

Those of us who have enjoyed 
Yosemite have a special reason to fulfill 
our responsibilities as citizens. The al-
ternative is to fail ourselves, and those 
who are yet to come. 
John Stannard 
Silver Spring, Md. 

Dear Editor: 
There's been much written in moun-

taineering journals about the American 
Alpine Club and its role as spokesperson 
for the U.S. mountaineers. 

Just to remind your readers: The 
A.A.C. has a membership of 1,090. But 
then there's also the Sierra Club with its 
144,000 membership. True, the Sierra 
Club is no 'mountaineering' club. But 
assuming only 10% of our membership is 
composed of mountaineers, that makes 
14,400. 

The point is, mountaineers who want 
their voices to be heard might remember 
the 'Club.' We aren't asking everyone to 
join—just stay in touch. There is a 
Sierra Club Mountaineering Section, 
Rock Climbing Section, Ski Mountaineer 
and Ski Touring Section in nearly every 
part of the country. If you have a 
problem, are being hassled on a local 
climbing area, or need to make your con-
cerns known, contact the Chairperson of 

to next page, please 
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CRAMPON STRAPS 
OUR STRAPS ARE HAND-MADE... 
THE BEST IN THE WORLD! 

Beck Crampon Straps are 
made of neoprene nylon. 
Will not stretch! . . . will 
not ice up! Fasten tightly 
and you will never have to 
adjust again. Used by 
experienced climbers and 
expeditions around the 
world. 
— Write for FREE catalog — 

BECK OUTDOOR PROJECTS 
DEPT. M 

BOX 1038 CRESCENT CITY 
CALIFORNIA 95531 

\- 

OFFERING A 
SUPERLATIVE 
SELECTION OF 

MOUNTAINEERING 
AND BACKPACKING 

GEAR 
send for catalogue 

The Ski Hut 
1615 University Ave., Berkeley, Ca. 

94703 

ROCKCLIMBING 
INSTRUCTION — 

FIVE DAY COURSES 

reader's comments... 
one of these sections. If we can help you, 
we will. And if you can't reach any of the 
above, write me at Box 262, La Canada, 
CA 91011. It's about time we American 
mountaineers open lines of communica-
tion to one another. Looking forward to 
hearing from any U.S. and Canadian 
mountaineers. 
Norman Kingsley, Chairman 
Sierra Club Mountaineering Committee 
La Canada, California 

Dear Editor: 
It was a pleasure to read "A Tale of 

Two Couloirs" in April 1975 Summit. 
Due to the increasing interest in ice 
climbing in the Sierra perhaps your read-
ers would like to know more about the 
first ascent of the Mendel Couloir in 
1958. 

John Whitmer and I were very close 
friends during the 1950's and we did 
hundreds of climbs together in the Pin-
nacles, the Valley and the High Sierra 
during those years. I was a public school 
teacher and John was only occasionally 
employed, so we had plenty of time for 
climbing. 

In the Spring 1958 John and I were at 
Horse Camp on Mount Shasta when a 
Los Angeles party joined us. Over a long 
evening of mulled wine the L.A. people 
told us of this exciting and unclimbed ice 
couloir in the Evolutions and how they 
planned to take it in the last week of 
June. On the long drive home John and I 
plotted how we could take it for our-
selves. The very day my school was out 
we drove to Kaiser Pass below Florence 
Lake, where the road was blocked by 
snow. We hiked in from there, about 45 
miles in three days. Except for a 
'borrowed' boat to paddle across Flor-
ence Lake it was hard, uphill heavy pack 
hauling. We camped on Darwin Bench 
and did three snow climbs before tack-
ling the Mendel Couloir. Each day we 
kept our eyes peeled for the L.A. party,  

but eventually concluded that we had 
the area completely to ourselves. 

On June 21 we left camp at 4 a.m. but 
lost an hour on the approach to the 
Mendel Couloir when I fell through an 
air hole on one of the frozen ponds in 
Darwin Canyon. Across the 'schrund 
was a huge, steep snow slope. We took 
to rock climbing, not to avoid difficult 
ice as mentioned in the article, but rather 
to get at it, as it lay far above the snow. 
Perhaps in June there would be more 
snow and less ice than in September. 
John led one steep ice pitch and I led the 
next. Halfway through my lead my ice 
hammer broke apart and I was thor-
oughly paralyzed with fear. John got me 
going with some hot language and I 
front-pointed the rest of the pitch with-
out any hand support. One hundred 
twenty feet of sttep ice totally unpro-
tected—adrenaline is good stuff at such 
times! John then led another mixed ice 
and snow pitch. We found the last, short 
pitch the most difficult. It was about 
twenty feet of very loose, vertical snow, 
piled up in the col by prevailing west 
winds. I led it with John's ice axe and 
John broke out every one of my steps as 
he came up. 

On the summit well before noon we 
were exultant, for the excitement of the 
climb itself, for the first ascent, especial-
ly I think for having aced out the L.A. 
party—quite crass motives, I'll admit 
—now. 

That was about the last big trip John 
and I shared. I spent most of 1960-1970 
overseas, and John died of hepatitis in 
1963. Time eventually heals the wounds 
but the scar tissue is always there. 
Felix K. Knauth 
Washington, D.C. 

For Brochure Write, R. Robbins 
ROCKCRAFT 

906 Durant Street 
Modesto, California 95350 

DAWSON'S BOOK SHOP 
Sierra Club publications, mountains, moun-
taineering, deserts, history of California 
and the West — plus many other special-
ities. New, used and rare. Libraries pur-
chased. Monday-Saturday 9 to 5:30. 

535 North Larchmont Blvd. 
Los Angeles, California 90004 

Phone 469-2186 
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For a 2' X 3' 
Gerry-Built 
poster, send $1 
to address 
below 

Name Gerry's 
"crazy little man" 
here and win a 
free parka. Send 
to address below 

Tents built like crazy. 
Okay. So we've lost our marbles. We 

took the best selling tent in the world and 
completely redesigned it. Went the 
whole nine yards. Now it has everything. 
We're proud to say it's Gerry-built. 

Let's take a look at it. 
Start with the crazy notion it still 

oughta sleep 3 at about 3 lbs. per 
person ...with fly, poles and stakes. Lay 
down a "boat" floor 7' x 6'6'' 2.9 oz.  

coated nylon taffeta. Downpour dry. 
Then build up four 12" vertical side walls. 
Result: 30% more liveable space. Top it 
off with a 5'3" high center with cross ridge 
construction. Canopy is 1.9 oz. breathe-
able ripstop nylon. Gerry-fashion a nylon 
mesh rear window and a front entrance 
generous enough to drive your Sherman 
tank through. Finally, snap on 2.8 oz. 
coated ripstop nylon fly. Gerry-rigged to  

"spill" high winds. Gives you a snoozable 
tent. Quiet and secure. 

The whole blue and gold beauty is 
crafted from Kenyon FR flame resistant 
fabric. 

The all new Camponaire II Tent. 
Spell it: Confidence 

Still think it's Gerry-built? Damn right. 

i It. 
Gerry / An Outdoors Sports Company - 5450 North Valley Highway / Denver, Colorado 80216 



The Chrysalis is our new-
est and lightest goose 

down bag. It weighs only 33 oz. and has 17 oz. of prime goose 
down. Bag shape is roomy semi-rectangular and may be fully 
un-zipped for use as a quilt. The block baffle has been elimi-
nated so down can be redistributed to suit personal warmth 
and needs. 

For those backpackers, canoeists and bicyclists who 
want versatility and need a minimum of weight, the Chrysalis 
is the bag for you. 

Write for the name of your nearest dealer and a catalog 
with more information on this and other fine products. THE 
NORTH FACE, 1234 5th Street, 
Dept. STY, Berkeley, Ca. 94710 r
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LIGHT AS A 
CHRYSALIS 

Odds 0 Znds 
BOOKS & JOURNALS 

S.F. BAY AREA: Day-Climber's Guide to Santa 
Clara Valley. Seven climbing areas—route de-
scriptions. Introduction for the Beginner. $2.40 
postpaid. Stark-Craig Publishers, P.O. Box 986, 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037. 

CLIMBING BOOKS: 20% discount on anything 
in print. BOOKS, P.O. Box 284, Royal Oak, 
Michigan 48068. 

COMPLETE SETS OF SUMMIT for 1974, un-
bound, $7 postpaid. Send check or money order to 
SUMMIT,' P.O. Box 1889, Big Bear Lake, Cali-
fornia 92315. 

CLIMBING SCHOOLS 

CLIMBING in the High Sierra. Basic through 
advanced instruction, snow and ice courses, multi-
day seminars, guide service. Write MAMMOTH 
MOUNTAINEERING, P.O. Box 8214, Mam-
moth Lakes, California 93546. 

RAINIER MOUNTAINEERING INCORPOR-
ATED—the most complete snow and ice climbing 
school in the United States offers climbing semi-
nars and summit climbs. For brochure write to 
RMI, 201 St. Helens, Tacoma, WA 98402. 

EQUIPMENT 

We carry river supplies, rafts, fiberglass and in-
flatable kayaks, life jackets, waterproof bags, 
boxes, oars, paddles, wet suits, neoprene, adhe-
sives, etc. Send for free catalog to NORTHWEST 
RIVER SUPPLIES, P.O. Box 3195(a), Moscow, 
Idaho 83843 (208) 882-2382. 

SKI MOUNTAINEERING - MOUNTAINEER-
ING-BACKPACKING EQUIPMENT. Bearpad 
conversion kit for Silvretta. Free catalog. BEAR-
TOOTH MOUNTAINEERING, Box 846-S, 
Minneapolis, MN 55440. 

ATLANTIS—designers of the Ultimate Weather-
gear—offer free their NEW CATALOGUE of 
especially fine safety, weather and survival gear: 
Aladdin, Atlantis, Avon, Buck, Chromalloy, 
Guest, Maximum, Plath, PolarGuard, Walker, 
White. Write: Atlantis, Box 123366, Waitsfield, 
Vermont 05673, 802/496-3313. 

WILDERNESS TRIPS 

GUIDED BACKPACKING EXPEDITIONS 
from small family ranch into wilderness of West-
ern Wyoming. Explore spectacular backcountry 
of Gros Ventre, Wind River and Teton mountains. 
Small groups only. Also horsepacking, camera 
hunts, fishing. Brochure. Game Hill Ranch, 
Bondurant, Wyoming 82922. 

GUIDED CLIMBS & EXPEDITIONS 

ALASKA-20,320-ft. MT. McKINLEY' EXPE-
DITIONS! Taking applications now for climbs to 
North America's highest peak. We offer cross-
country ski tours and expeditions, treks and 
climbs for individuals and groups—anywhere, 
anytime! Write: GENET EXPEDITIONS, Tal-
keetna, Alaska 99676. Phone (907) 733-2606. 

CLIMB with professional guides. Courses in 
Britain and Alps from $60 per week. Write to 
ARKLESS, Buarth, Deiniolen, Gwynedd, Nth 
Wales. Great Britain. 

ROCK AND ICE CLIMBING, SKI TOURING 
in the European Alps. Guided trips and instruc-
tion. For details, write: Dave Stutzman, P.O. 
7846, Mammoth Lakes, California 93546 

MISCELLANEOUS 

"A" FOR EFFORT VITAMINS. . . .Formula 
"A", the Mt. Everest Formula. Write R.A. 
FORMULA, 2411 C. Linares, Santa Barbara, 
California 93109 

SEEKING ACCOUNTS of subjective experiences 
during dangerous falls. In return will send a copy 
of the report which stimulated this scientific in-
quiry. Russell Noyes, M.D., Department of 
Psychiatry, University of Iowa, 500 Newton Rd., 
Iowa City, Iowa 52242. 

ACCREDITED PRIVATE COLLEGE, early 
admission for selected high school students, back-
packing, wilderness survival, skiing, river rafting. 
Write: Colorado Alpine Campus, Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado 80477. 

SUMMIT 
a mountaineering magazine 

P.O. Box 1889 
Big Bear Lake, California 92315 

Please send SUMMIT for the term indicated to: 

1 Year 0$7 2 Years 0$10 3 Years 0 $13 
5 Years 0$20 

NEW 0 RENEWAL 

NAME 

STREET 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

0 MONEY ENCLOSED 0 BILL ME LATER 



FABIANO BOOTS are constructed with 
genuine leather innersoles, linings, up-
pers and midsoles ( where applied.) 

FABIANO BOOTS are made in 
3 widths. Size from 4 to 16 and 
one-piece upper design. 

NO SYNTHETICS! . . . The 
only man made materials 
used are the soles, eyelets, 
hooks and beading. 

facts 
YOU 

should 
know.. (about vero cuoio) 

PRICE for PRICE, COMPARE . . . 

Competitors are using SYNTHETICS in place of leather without labeling them as such. 

WHEN BETTER BOOTS ARE MADE — FABIANO WILL MAKE THEM! 

send for free hiking and mountaineering boot brochure: 

DEPT. A-2 — 850 SUMMER ST. 
Fablian.0%g/10e0494/ ..ina. SOUTH BOSTON. MASS. 02127 



Cordilleren-Kundfahrt 1955 
Karakorum-Expedition 1957 
Atacama-Expedition 195i-
Basuto-Ex 
Eigern 
Norw 
Moun 
Wint 

.- 
-n 1964 

no 1966 : 
I ukuss xpedition 19 

ion 1 
zbe -Expe 

c e e nd-Wpedition 1 
ish Patagonian ExiediticT  61  

zlone Air del Niger 1967 7. 
eichische Hindukusch-Kundfahrt 1967 

'Expedition 2 1967 
itionl&68 

cottish,THInibittfait.,EXpedition 1969 
Chltral-Kundfahrt *969 
Lagistan-Kundfahrt 1969 
British Women's  HoOfilayan Expedition 1970 
Oesterrelchlsche  Karakorum-Expedi 
Andeb*PeditIon  1970 
Nepal-Kundfahrt 1970 
Tiroler Hindukusch-Ski-E.xpediti 
British  Patagonian Expedition  1970111  
Internationale Himala xpefifittobs 
Belgische Mount-Kenya xpe on 1971 


