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sum it Soo]e 
a mountaineering magazine 

October, 1975 The following article by Jim Mitchell covers this 

Volume 21, Number 8 summer's visit to the United States of six top 
Soviet climbers. The Russian mountaineers were 
here at the invitation of the American Alpine Club, 
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By Jim Mitchell 

Our initial contact with the Soviet climbing 
team was two weeks before their arrival in Seattle 
when the American Alpine Club's Cascade Section 
"host committee" received a phone call from Bob 
Craig in Denver: "The Russians have arrived with 
no equipment!" In four hours, with the help of the 
retail staff of Eddie Bauer, Inc. in Seattle, we had 
a full complement of climbing equipment on a 
plane for Denver. 

After having spent several days climbing in the 
Tetons, where they met Willi Unsoeld, the 
Russians caught a plane in Salt Lake City for 
Seattle. Our plans upon their arrival here were to 
spend a few days on Mount Rainier. However, on 
the drive to Paradise, after a night at Pete 
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Schoening's place on Lake Washington (big dinner 
and water skiing), Anatoly expressed the team's 
desire to do a fast climb and then tour the Park's 
meadowlands (and collect mushrooms!). So, the 
next day, after the evening party for the Russians 
at Longmire, hosted by the Park Service, and dur-
ing which we enjoyed hearing them sing a number 
of Soviet mountain songs, we (Jim Mitchell, Roger 
Johnson, and Mike Helms of the AAC) and five of 
the Russians climbed to Camp Hazard at 11,000 
feet on the Kautz Route. Mr. Abalakov chose to 
hike the Paradise meadow trails with Dee 
Molenaar and with a new-found Russian speaking 
friend, Nina Cvetikovs of Seattle. 

At high camp the Soviets insisted that we join 
them for dinner and they never seemed to stop 
cooking. Our planned three-day food supply (most 
provided with compliments of Eddie Bauer, Inc.) 
was reduced by two days that first night. The 
evening was spent drinking Russian tea and keep-
ing Anatoly busy interpreting questions and 
answers about Soviet mountaineering. 

Conditions for the climb were excellent. After an 
all-time record rainfall for August (more than four 
inches), considerable new snow had consolidated 
over deep suncups above 12,000 feet and the route 
was straightforward. The Soviets easily front-
pointed up the Kautz ice chute. The air remained 
clear and calm. A highlight of the ascent was a fly-
over at 13,800 feet by Al Acheson, Park District 
Supervisor, Mr. Abalokov, Nina, and pilot Jim 
Beech. We were able to talk to Mr. Abalakov by 
radio contact with the plane. Descent was made to 
Paradise that evening, and several more days were 
spent sightseeing in the Park and Seattle. 

The Soviets expressed an interest in a good rock 
climb, so Alex Bertulis joined the party in hopes of 
sharing with them a first ascent he had been "sav-
ing" in the Bonanza Peak area of the North Cas-
cades. "First Ascent" appealed to the Soviets, so 
the following day we travelled by car, boat, taxi, 
and foot to a base camp at Hart Lake. The next 
morning Alex, Mike Helms, and I, with the 
Soviets Onishchenko, Bershov, Gracovich, and 
Nepomnyashchy, hiked two hours to the base of 
Alex's proposed route-the 2300-foot Northwest 
Buttress of the West Peak of Bonanza. Alex anti- 

cipated a three-day climb and on first sight his 
estimate seemed optimistic. 

Mike and I set our sights on an undimbed ridge 
on Peak 8599, north of Bonanza Peak, as Alex and 
the Soviet climbers disappeared around the but-
tress. Losing sight of them at the base of the but-
tress, we were amazed when two hours later we 
saw them halfway up the buttress. They com-
pleted their route (Soviet Route"?) in ten hours 
total climbing time to the summit with one 
bivouac. Meanwhile, Mike and I completed the 
first ascent of Peak 8599 via the Southwest Arete, 
and traversed the Northwest Ridge and East Face 
of Bonanza in three days with two bivouacs. The 
Soviet team completed their Northwest climbing 
tour with a day of rock climbing on the Snow 
Creek Wall near Leavenworth. For their last even-
ing in Seattle, they were hosted at a dinner by the 
local chapter of the Explorers Club, during which 
the Soviets showed moviesof the first traverse of 
the two peaks of Mount Ushba in the Caucasus. 
As leader of the team, "Slav" Onishchenko ex-
pressed appreciation for the opportunity to climb 
in America, and hoped that American climbers 
would again visit the mountains of the Soviet 
Union. 

*** 

During their visit, the Soviets indicated a desire 
to socialize with us in our homes and to visit our 
shopping centers. They were extremely friendly 
and eager to talk with us about their mountains 
and climbing program. Social activities included a 
beach barbecue and water skiing at Pete Schoe-
ning's place on Lake Washington, a salmon bake 
put on by Chet and Phyllis Ullin at the home of 
Jay Ullin, and a dinner at Dee Molenaar's place, 
where the Soviets helped prepare the mushrooms 
gathered at Rainier. There they saw for the first 
time an American football game on TV, along with 
a special on their Olka Korbut. Molenaar pulled 
his 1953 K2 slides out of the mothballs and, with 
Nina's help, gave them the story of a trip they had 
heard of only vaguely. In response to our inquiries 
about their aspirations to climb in the higher 
Himalayas, Anatoly stated that the Soviets may 
have obtained permission to attempt Everest in 
1980. LII 
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Valentin Grakovich starting a lead on the lower part of the wall (we started Sergei Bershov high on the wall. 
out as a party of five but two descended from the thousand-foot level). 
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Sergei Bershov used his galoshes many times 
that week. It probably wouldn't have seemed so 
absurd if we hadn't been on an El Cap route and 
far away from anything resembling a rainy day. 
But during those few days I saw some pretty 
respectable climbing done in funny looking rub-
bers. And galoshes aren't the only thing I found 
out about. When a Russian climber belays, he 
grips the rope confidently in his hands (he doesn't 
wrap the rope around his body in any way). I also 
learned about titanium pitons and fantastic cam 
nuts. Sharing techniques and carrying an interna-
tional rack, two Soviet climbers and I made our  

way up the Salathe Wall on El Cap during five 
rather hot days in September. Although one of us 
didn't speak a word of English, and I didn't know 
any Russian, the three of us shared an adventure 
that turned out to be one of the funniest experi-
ences I have ever had on El Cap. Galoshes not-
withstanding, we had a fantastic time. 

I was lucky enough to be one of the people help-
ing Al Steck host the Russians in Yosemite. They 
only had a week in the valley, and their enthusi-
astic eyes turned immediately to the Salathe Wall 
on El Capitan. I was helping Anatoly Nepomny- 
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Anatoly jumaring up to Sous le Toit Ledge. Anatoly Nepomnyashchy. 

N T H EE S A L A T H E VVA L L Text and Photos by Mike Warburton 

ashchy (the only one among the group who could 
speak English very well) translate the guidebook 
and select equipment for the climb when he turned 
to me and asked: 

"Mike, would it be a pleasure for you to climb 
with us?" 

My obvious answer found me starting up El Cap 
with four Soviet climbers the very next morning. 
When we arrived at the friction pitch, Anatoly 
said that Sergei had been having some trouble 
with one section and asked if I wanted to try it. I 
moved up to the sling belay and found Sergei 
motioning for me to continue on as he held the  

rope in his hands. I looked skeptically at the 
arrangement and he said, "Da, da," as he gripped 
the rope tightly with a satisfied look on his face. 
He seemed to be confident with his belay and by 
looking into his eyes, I knew that he believed in it. 
I moved up but about ten feet above him, my 
sweaty hands slipped and I pitched over back-
wards. As I recall, a bit of nagging doubt crossed 
my mind as to whether Sergei's belay would really 
hold as I fell headfirst toward him. But the whole 
thing was over in a second and Sergei held me 
tightly a few feet below him. Anatoly's voice came 
up from below: 

to page 20, please 
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SELECTION OF 

SOVIET TEAM 

By Jim Mitchell 

Initially 20 candidates applied to the Sports 
Committee in response to the invitation extended 
by the American Alpine Club for a team of Soviet 
climbers to tour the United States. All were 
champions of USSR mountaineering or speed-
rock climbing. In January, the list of candidates 
was reduced to 10 climbers from different parts of 
the USSR. The final selection was based on local 
climbing status (all were leaders of local teams), 
contact with foreigners (most had previously 
climbed abroad), and family situation. In July, a 
special 10-day meeting was held in the Caucasus 
for the final team to get acquainted with each 
other. The team was composed as follows: 

Vladimir Nikolayevich Shatayev, 38, was born 
in Moscow. He is Chairman of the Mountaineering 
Federation. "Vloda" has climbed in Italy, Poland, 
Austria, Switzerland, and England. His wife 
perished with seven other women on Lenin Peak 
during the 1974 International Climber's Camp. 

21 

Vyacheslav Petrovich Onishchenko, 39 years 
old, was born in Moscow. Leader of the team, 
"Slava" is a physician specializing in sports medi-
cine. His international experience includes difficult 
climbs in France, Italy, and Switzerland. He has a 
daughter age 9 and a son age 6. 

Valentin Fedorovich Gracovich, 37, was born in 
Moscow. Valentin is a computer-techniques engi-
neer specializing in avalanche prediction. He has 
climbed in Italy, speaks some English, and has a 
son age 2. 
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Sergei Igoryevich Bershov, 28, was born in 
Kharkov, Ukraine. Sergei works in building con-
struction and has been champion of speed rock 
climbing in his classification for 4 consecutive 
years, climbing 80 meters of sustained F10 in less 
than four minutes. He has climbed in Switzerland 
and Italy. He has a son age 6. 

Anatoly Viadimirovich Nepomnyashchy, 33, 
was born in Taganrog. The official interpreter for 
the Soviet team, Anatoly is a Doctor of Industrial 
Electronics and teaches at the university level. 
With no prior international experience, he has a 
son age 6 and twin daughters age 6 months. 

Vitaly Mikailovich Abalakov, 69, was born in 
Moscow, and is recognized as the "Father of 
Soviet Mountaineering." He organized Soviet 
mountaineering in the early 1930's and has been 
champion of USSR mountaineering 10 times. He 
now has the title of Grand Master of Sport Inter-
national. A retired construction engineer, Abala-
kov is an innovative designer of climbing equip-
ment. After losing half of one foot and parts of 
most fingers to frostbite, Abalakov retired from 
climbing four years ago. He accompanied the 
Soviet climbing team throughout their stay but 
did not participate in the climbing. 

More Soviet Mountaineering on page 20 
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A Holiday on the 

MEXICAN VOLCANOES 
Text and Photos by Marion Randolph 

Being a faithful disciple of Dr. Kenneth Cooper 
and of the philosophy of "Aerobics" for the past 
six jogging years, I found myself quite naturally 
excited when Dianne Roberts' article, "Aerobics 
on Mt. Rainier," featuring Dr. Cooper and his 
talented aerobics team, appeared in the December, 
1974 issue of Summit Magazine. What made this 
article even more timely was the fact that a 
49-year-old aerobic jogger had ventured to Mexico 
this same month along with six young mountain 
climbers from The University of Tennessee Canoe 
and Hiking Club to see what could be done with 
Mt. Orizaba, Popocatepeti, and Ixtaccihuatl, here-
after referred to as Orizaba, Popo, and Ixty, the 
third, fifth, and seventh highest mountains on the 
North American continent. 

Needless to say, the transition from the 
6000-foot mountains of Tennessee to the 18,851-
foot Orizaba was quite a change. Even throwing in 
a little experience on Pikes Peak and the Grand 
Teton did not exactly qualify one as a mountain 
climber extraordinaire, and additional research 
was needed badly. Since one doesn't read much in 
the local publications about climbing Mexican vol-
canoes, the next problem was to find more infor-
mation. This turned out to be quite a problem. The 
first reply was received from the Appalachian 
Mountain Club, and when we departed a year later 
we still felt we were not fully prepared. For those 
considering such a venture, the back issues of 
Summit Magazine (November 1966, March 1973, 
and October 1973)*  were most helpful. An article 
by Don Liska of the American Alpine Club proved 
quite useful, and additional information was ob-
tained from Don Dooley of The Mountaineers 
(Seattle, Washington) and Bill Nichols of the 
Appalachian Mountain Club. A Mexican publica-
tion, The Glaciers of Mexico (partly in English), 
by Jose L. Lorenzo was very helpful in giving con-
tour maps, elevations, and pictures of the three 
mountains. Our group was rather limited with 
respect to medical knowledge of altitude problems, 

* Out of Print 

but supplemental information was found in Moun-
taineering, The Freedom of the Hills, 3rd Edition, 
and an article published in the Journal of the 
Tennessee Academy of Science, "Observations on 
Mountain Sickness," by Richard E. Ambrose (Vol. 
48, No. 4, October 1973). This last article detailed 
the effects experienced by eleven climbers from 
The University of Tennessee when they climbed 
Orizaba in December 1972. 

Thus, having done our homework during 1974, 
we finally hopped on a plane December 12, 1974, 
and cruised on down to Mexico City. This part of 
the journey went along very well, but the next 
phase presented a few problems. Have you ever 
tried a trip across Mexico City via city bus and 
subway carrying a 60-pound pack on your back, 
down parka on one arm (the weather was hot, but 
the packs were full), handbag in one hand, and ice 
axe in the other? Normally, the busses and sub-
ways were quite congested, but for some reason, 
people did not crowd us too much. Having taken a 
bus on to Tiachichuca, we checked in with Sr. 
Reyes and then proceeded to hike the twelve linear 
miles and approximately 5000 vertical feet to the 
Piedra Grande hut at approximately 14,000 feet. 
This turned out to be a tough "acclimatization 
process," but stubbornly we moved on and finally 
camped for the night about two miles short of the 
hut. A beautiful sunset was our reward for the 
day's work, and the west side of Orizaba was 
bathed in a red glow that evening which settled 
into a peaceful but frosty night. 

We hiked on to the Piedra Grande hut for a little 
rest before moving on up to a high camp at 
approximately 16,000 feet. There is a new stone 
hut here now in addition to the old Quonset hut. 
The old hut will sleep ten very friendly people, and 
the new hut could easily bed down fifty people, or 
more. The idea of establishing a camp at 16,000 
feet on the snowfield had also been recommended 
since this would allow a much better chance of 
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reaching the top of Orizaba. The high camp turned 
out to be one of the most enjoyable moments on 
the mountain. A beautiful sunset yielded to a sky 
full of stars far brighter than one normally sees - 
the clean, thin air brought in many more stars 
than we usually see in our denser atmospheres and 
the overall effect was very beautiful. There is 
something about a high camp that one experiences 
rather than describes, but the solitude, mountain 
scenery, cloud formations, sunset, starry night, 
and wind all contributed to a wonderful night on 
the mountain. The following ascent was demand-
ing, but the mountain did have a top. It was a new 
experience to look down into a volcanic crater 
while perched on the rim of the third highest 
mountain on the North American continent. The 
old bent and deformed iron cross testified to rather 
severe weather conditions, but it was a beautiful 
sunny day with fantastic views over oceans of 
clouds to Popo and Ixty poking their peaks 
through in the distance—our next objectives. A 
quick glissade down the west edge of Orizaba took 
us down in one hour—a bit bumpy at times and 
certainly tiring on the arms, but real fun. 

We took down our high camp and descended to 
the hut. On reaching the hut, we had the pleasure 
of meeting and talking with several members of a 
hiking club from Mexico City. One member had 
spent several years studying in the U.S. and was 
quite helpful as an interpreter. Our year of prepa-
ration did not include mastering the Spanish lan-
guage—in fact, we weren't even familiar with the 
basics, which did account for a few interesting 
events every now and then. As a result of our 
contact with the Mexican climbers, we were 
offered a ride down the mountain which we gladly 
accepted, dust, bumps, and all, in the back of an 
overloaded pickup truck. A hotel stop in Pueblo 
with hot showers and a steak dinner was enjoyed 
before we proceeded over to Amecameca and on up 
to the so-called hut at Tiamacas. 

The Tiamacus hut is truly a magnificent job of 
Mexican stone architecture and decoration. This 
super hut sleeps approximately one hundred 
people and comes equipped with furnished living 
room, really a large lobby with circular stone fire-
place, a kitchen with about fifteen gas burner eyes 
mounted in a tile bar for cooking, beds with mat-
tresses, electricity, and modern toilets. 

There are many routes to the summit of Popo 
(17,781 feet), but we decided to try the conven-
tional "route of the crosses." We also decided to  

make a one-day trip this time, and this necessi-
tated an early and dark morning start plowing 
through the loose volcanic ash on the base of the 
mountain. Walking in this free-flowing ash is 
somewhat like attacking a sawdust pile—it made 
us wonder if perhaps we should have brought 
along snowshoes. Sunrise found us well up the 
mountain and in a great photographic position, so 
for this as a rest excuse, we took a fair number of 
pictures. Both Orizaba and Popo are rather 
smooth, well formed, symmetrical cones, and once 
off the base, the route is open to choice—some 
zigzag and some go directly, but haltingly—we 
chose the latter and halted as required. The crater 
of Popo is somewhat more exciting than Orizaba. 
It is very rugged with a jagged rock rim, and to 
top it off, the volcano is not completely dormant. 
Smoke is continually rising and the sulphur fumes 
can even be a problem when they drift down the 
slopes to upcoming climbers. At times, Popo 
belches a large cloud of smoke, and as we ate our 
lunch we couldn't help but ponder on the thought 
that it could happen now. It didn't though, so we 
descended to our super hut for a day's rest before 
seeking Ixty. 

On our day of rest, we went down to the market 
at Amecameca to pick up a few items and one has 
to see the markets to really appreciate them. 
Supermarkets haven't reached the mountain vii-
lages of Mexico yet, so the markets offer almost 
everything first hand— no processing, packaging, 
canning, etc.—it is just there. Fresh fruits, vege-
tables, nuts, fish, poultry, eggs, home baked 
breads, etc. Bartering and arguing of prices seem 
to be a custom, so there is usually a reasonable 
amount of conversation with each purchase. It 
seemed most unusual to be marketing in a tropical 
climate and yet look up to Popo and Ixty with 
their permanent cloaks of ice and snow. Well, back 
up the mountain to the hut to get ready for Ixty. 

The climb on Ixty turned out to be quite differ-
ent from the Orizaba and Popo climbs. Ixty did 
not have a nice, cone-shaped profile as Orizaba and 
Popo did. It was a hike of ups and downs as one 
hiked a ridge-like trail over peaks and through 
gaps. Rugged rock formations were commonplace 
all along the way, remnants of past volcanic activ-
ity. The general terrain was more typical of Euro-
pean mountains with snow cornices, snowfields, 
crevasses, and even some exposure on the rock 
cliffs. The summit of Ixty is more of a massive 
lump than a peak and does not have a crater. Al- 
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though Ixty ranks third in altitude (17,343 feet) 
and does not have a nice symmetrical cone to com-
pare with Orizaba and Popo, it is still the seventh 
highest mountain on the North American conti-
nent and perhaps the most interesting of the three 
Mexican volcanoes. 

To some, the volcanoes of Mexico may be con-
sidered a walk up, to others a thrilling first into 
high altitude climbing. But whatever the moun-
tains are, they cannot be separated from the way 
of life that is Mexico. One writer said that anyone 
who went to Mexico only to climb the mountains 
would miss a lot. How true. One needs to meet and 
know the people and their way of life to really get 
the whole effect of climbing in Mexico. The 
country people are poor but proud—the villages 
without water and sanitation systems are a 
dismay to many but a way of life that we cannot 
truly understand and appreciate. The oxen 
plowing the fields —barefooted women marketing 
homebaked goods, fruits, milk, and even firewood, 
washing clothes in the streets on bare stone with 
the common water flow—children riding burros or 
carrying water from the village cistern to their  

homes—men digging and plowing with handmade 
implements, the brightly colored clothes, yet even 
smiles from the people. 

To those lucky few who sense the pulse beat of 
this interesting country, its friendly people, and 
their way of life, and who incorporate this 
understanding into their climb, the experience will 
be rewarding in a way that perhaps only climbers 
can realize—buena escalada! El 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

Clothing 
Perhaps this problem above all others seemed 

most important to us. We had read of rather 
severe weather conditions at the higher altitudes 
and were having a difficult time trying to compen-
sate for the altitude and the latitude. We certainly 
did not want to end up as icicles. We had been ad-
vised to be prepared for arctic conditions, and 
perhaps this is the best advice. It is far better to 
be over-prepared than under-prepared. As it 
turned out, our climbing weather in mid-December 
was excellent—no storms. Storms do occur 
though, and several people died in a storm on Ixty 

to page 23, please 
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SUMMER DREAMS: au 

Visible from the Owens Valley is a large, triang-
ular shaped mountain unofficially known as 
Grendal Peak. I regret to say that this is all the 
information on the location of this peak that I 
wish to give. Perhaps some of the more adventur-
ous readers will appreciate the omission. Still 
others may suggest that I am being an egotistical 
elitist in my protective attitude. Yet, I feel that it 
is primarily out of a deep, undefinable respect for 
the mountain that I refrain from including any 
further information as to the location of the peak. 

It was Hooman Aprin who first described it to 
me: an unnamed peak with an unclimbed face and 
a spectacular summit sitting on the crest of the 
Sierra Nevada. He had been there a few weeks 
before but a thunderstorm had forced him to cache 
the gear and go home. In the two weeks that fol-
lowed, it rained every day in the High Sierra. It 
was the middle of August when Jack Roberts 
phoned from Independence and left the message 
that it had finally stopped raining in the Sierra. 
Hooman and I left from Los Angeles that night. 
The next day we met Jack at the roadhead. 
Several weeks before he had badly injured his 
ankle when he fell leading a crack in Yosemite. Al-
though he had not climbed since, he was confident 
that he had fully recovered from the incident. 

The hardware we would need was already at the 
base of Grendal so we wasted no time getting 
started. Immediately we were stopped by a ranger 
who asked to see a wilderness permit. We ex-
plained to him that we had intended to return to 
our car that night and that we didn't think it was 
necessary to obtain a permit. Being a reasonable 
man, he allowed us to continue up the trail. 

Within a few hours we had left the trail and re-
covered the previously hidden hardware at the 
base of the climb. 

"Do you really think we need pins?" I asked, as 
if implying that I felt we should only carry nuts. 
Realizing that Hooman and Jack were seriously 
considering leaving the pins behind, I offered my 
own counter-argument: "Well, just because we 
carry them doesn't mean we have to place any." 
They agreed and I kept quiet. It was to our subse-
quent joy when, on the fourth pitch, the only way 
to protect the leader from a possible ninety-foot 
pendulum was to place a pin. I guess we have a 
ways to go before we are "bold." 

Unlike most peaks, this one was steep right 
from the base. The first two pitches were particu-
larly vertical. The second seemed dangerously 
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n named peak—an unclimbed face 

Text and Photos by Michael Graber 

loose. The leader must climb directly above the 
belay ledge for nearly a hundred feet until the rock 
becomes firm again. Should he knock off a stone, 
the belayer would have to step lively to avoid 
getting hit. "The belay time is a break in the con-
centration, a gap, a small chance to relax."* 

Throughout the climb, an especially aesthetic 
quality of the peak came from a lake situated very 
near the base. I found it curiously soothing to 
stare into the sparkling blue waters which, on this 
day, alternated off and on as clouds moved in front 
of the sun to block out the bright rays. 

The fifth pitch brought us to a ledge that led 
right to a shoulder and third class slabs on the 
regular route. These we followed for several hun-
dred feet until we came to a large broken platform. 
Sitting in the middle was the summit block. The 
summit is a large, triangular blade about sixty feet 
tall with a varying width of six feet at the base to 
three feet at the top. There is but one way to 
ascend this delicate block, that being up the right 
side and involving moderate face climbing with 
little protection. A fall from here would yield a 
fifty/fifty probability as to which side of the Sierra 
you would eventually land. 

* Doug Robinson, ASCENT, 1969 

It was Jack's lead. I was most content with tak-
ing pictures. Jack took note of the rock in front of 
him for a few minutes—perhaps acclimatizing to 
the double exposure. Then, with a few audible 
swallows he zipped right up. Hooman followed 
suit. I took more time to follow then Jack did to 
lead. 

Sitting on the summit was like sitting by the 
open door of an airplane. It was a rather demand-
ing environment. 

We rappelled. Coiling the ropes, we heard 
thunder in the distance. I was surprised to look up 
and see the sky above us dark with clouds. I had 
become oblivious to the change in weather. The 
descent was characterized by excruciatingly 
painful toes inside kiettershues. A few rain drops 
fell, but that didn't matter. It couldn't take away 
from the extreme pleasure that we had experienced 
during the climb. And even now, when my emo-
tions toss me into dark depression, I can escape 
into the delicious dreams of one Sunday afternoon, 
with two friends, on a lonely peak in the High 
Sierra. LII 

Photos of Grendal Peak on following pages 
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scree 
British Climb Southwest Face of Everest 

The British Everest Southwest Face Expedition suc-
ceeded in September in climbing a face that had defeated 
six previous attempts. Good weather and a well-organized 
team combined to allow Doug Scott and Dougal Haston to 
make their summit bid late in September. On the descent, 
they were forced to bivouac at 28,600 feet. Two days later 
Pete Boardman and Sherpa Pertemba on one rope and 
Martin Boysen and Mick Burke on another made a second 
attempt. Boardman and Pertemba reached the summit, 
Boysen was forced to retreat because of problems with his 
oxygen and after losing a crampon, Mick Burke continued 
on alone but apparently fell to his death somewhere along 
the route. 

A Great 
CorniNnation 

This is your chance to build-in quality and features not found 

in mass produced ready- made equipment. 

The Mountain Parka is a perfect example of high quality 
at a low price from Frostline. Ready-made this parka retails 
for $50.00 plus. Kit price: $22.95. It's designed for utility, 
engineered for durability. It's washable and water repellent. 
The Mountain Parka is sized large to fit over a down filled 
jacket or vest, for added warmth. Down Vest Kit price: $13.95. 

We have a complete selection of tents, packs, parkas and 
more. All available from Frostline . . . The Kit People. 

0 

t: 
Send for a FREE 

li 
Dept. SU1O5 
452 Burbank 

catalog today! Broomfield, Cob. 80020  

Alpine Film Award 
The 6th Festival of Alpine and Environmental Films 

has just taken place in Les Diablerets, Switzerland. 
Twenty-five films from three continents were presented. 
Among the six awards that were attributed, one of them 
went to the U.S. movie "Climb" from Dewitt Jones. The 
others went to a Japanese movie reporting a Mt. Everest 
ascent, to a French one relating an ascent of Les Grandes 
Jorasses, and to two Swiss movies, one of them about 
technical climbing and the other about the protection of 
the environment. 

Bubonic Plague in California 
Bubonic Plague has caused the closure of two camp-

grounds at Lake Davis in the Plumas National Forest of 
California according to a report issued September 30th. 

More than 30 rodents have been found that died of the 
plague which is carried by fleas and ticks. In the United 
States this year, 19 cases of the plague resulted in three 
deaths. This is a drastic increase over the 13 cases 
reported during the 30-year period from 1940 to 1970. 
Five deaths were recorded for that period. 

Symptoms include high fever, chills, generalized aching, 
lethargy, and painful swelling of lymph nodes in the groin, 
neck and armpit. Anyone with these symptoms should 
contact a physician immediately. 

Avalanche Seminars 
A series of Avalanche Field Training Seminars will be 

held in the Sierra Nevada this winter. Instructor is 
Norman A. Wilson, Avalanche Consultant and principal 
instructor for U.S. and Canadian National Avalanche 
Schools. This course is especially for serious climbers and 
ski tourers who travel extensively in the mountains in 
winter. The seminars are limited to six students per 
session who are able to ski uphill and down on changeable 
terrain in varying snow conditions and be able to stay out-
doors all day in foul weather. Cost is $100. For application 
write N.A. Wilson, Sierra Avalanche Seminars, Box 8, 
Norden, California 95724. 

Windsinger Cassettes 
Windsinger: Take One by Gary Smith is a spontaneous 

56-minute offering of 14 original songs on cassette record-
ing that would delight any reader of Summit. 

We first met Gary in the backcountry of the Sawtooths 
of Idaho, of which be later wrote a comprehensive article 
for Summit. He loved to explore mountain areas, often 
traveling alone. This is no longer possible as Gary was 
stricken with multiple sclerosis in March, 1975. 

Windsinger cassettes are available postpaid for $6.25 
each from Windsinger Enterprises, P.O. Box 585, Logan, 
Utah 84321. One dollar from each tape will be donated to 
Multiple Sclerosis Research. 

14 SUMMIT / October, 1975 
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In the Cordillera Blanca 
"Organizing an expedition to the Cordillera 

Blanca in Peru this summer. If you are interested, 
write Gary Clark, 723 Residence, Moscow, Idaho." 

Amazingly, that is how it began! From the 
resumes Gary received he picked out the best qual-
ified and sent five invitations out to join the 
American Chinchey Expedition. A few members 
expressed some doubt as to how we would proceed 
on the planning by mail. Others were more con-
cerned about the interaction between our personal-
ities on the mountain because only two of the 
group had climbed together before. 

The subject of food was discussed thoroughly, 
and we decided against taking food only because 
of excess baggage cost and the import duty. Upon 
our arrival we learned that expeditions can bring 
in all their food and gear duty-free. However, ex-
cept for freeze-dried food, every type of foodstuff 
can be purchased or made with basic ingredients 
obtained in Peru. 

We also planned to buy the basic items for a 
first aid kit and put it together in the same fashion 
as we had done with the food. We were told that 
you could not bring drugs into Peru; they were 
inexpensive, available, and easily purchased 
without a prescription. All of which unfortunately 
was false! It is best to make one before you leave 
and label it "Botiquin" (means medical kit in 
Spanish) so that its use will be understood. 

The most inexpensive and quickest mode of 
transportation to Lima is via air from Los Angeles 
or Miami. Each year, sometime before May, the 
American Alpine Club presents a list of expedition 
members as a group charter flight to Aerolineas 
Argentina and a discount is obtained. The mem-
bers are not required to fly down in a group; the 
ticket is written as a normal one and is valid for 
one year. 

To save money, we made deadboys, deadmen 
and snow pickets to our own specification. We 
found this type of hardware to be very useful in 
almost all kinds of soft and hard snow conditions. 
For the more severe climbs, twelve point 
crampons, tubular ice screws, knifeblade pitons 
and alpine ice hammers were a must. We climbed 
with 'new' 9mm 150-foot perlon ropes because they 
saved on weight and proved strong enough for our 
purposes. Jumars and a good deal of 7mm nylon 
(no stretch) fixed line made some of our climbs 
faster and safer. 

Our personal climbing gear varied greatly for  

the winter-like conditions encountered above 
15,000 feet. Only one of us used double boots while 
the rest chose super gaiters or overboots for their 
single boots. We strongly recommend the spring 
model of the super gaiter for its warmth and versa-
tility on rock, snow, or ice. The overboot lacks 
versatility on mixed ground. For further protec-
tion against the wind a pair of durable wind pants 
and a well designed wind parka are desirable. Be-
cause the sun is quite strong at these altitudes an 
efficient sun goggle system and an effective glacier 
cream is very important. Apart from these items, 
the rest of the equipment was standard for dry, 
cold winter conditions. 

Under these conditions, altitude sickness can 
also be a real hazard, but with proper acclimatiza-
tion and light loads it can be avoided. The real 
menace while climbing in the Cordillera Blanca 
was diarrhea! Water was believed to be the prob-
lem, but after three months of problems with 
diarrhea we decided that "dirty hands" were the 
biggest carrier of germs. We made a vain effort to 
wash our hands, boil utensils and iodine the drink-
ing water. 

Many of these problems could have been avoid-
ed if we had received information from the 
Huascaran National Park prior to our arrival. Be-
fore going to Peru it may be wise to write Michael 
Rourke, Coordinator de Andinismo, Parque Na-
cional Huascaran, Ministerio de Agricultura, 
Huaraz, Ancash, Peru. Michael has printed up 
several pages of useful information on the 
Cordillera Blanca that is available upon request. 

With all our work completed in the states, we 
departed for Peru with high hopes. As we went 
through customs at the Lima airport, we men-
tioned that we were "alpinista," and the custom 
agent passed us through without further ado. The 
ease at the airport customs was due to a special 
law exempting climbers from an import duty. 
When obtaining your tourist card make sure to 
ask for a 90-day free tourist visa upon your arrival 
at the airport. 

Since we had decided to make our medical kit in 
Lima, a good deal of time was spent juggling the 
drug list and finding a sympathetic doctor to write 
prescriptions. We bought all our food at the Super 
Mercado in Lima but later discovered that it was 
necessary only to buy such items as Tang, pas-
teurized cheese, salami and Top Ramon (instant 
noodles) before leaving for Huaraz. Except for 
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these few items, we found all the food necessary to 
feed our expedition in the multitude of small shops 
in Huaraz. 

We found it quite helpful for at least one mem-
ber to be fluent in Spanish and perhaps the rest to 
have taken a course in conversational Spanish. 
This will make the in-country jobs much easier to 
handle, and the people will be delighted with your 
'gringo' Spanish. 

We contracted the Rodrigez Transport Company 
to take all our equipment and food up to Huaraz 
and booked passage for one member to ride in the 
cab with the driver. For only five dollars each the 
rest of us spent twelve hours riding on a night bus 
that gains 14,000 feet. If you wish to go by air-
plane and have a good look at the Cordillera 
Blanca, Aero Peru flies three times a week for 
twenty dollars to Anta (Huaraz). 

When we arrived in Huaraz we had already 
made arrangements with a mule driver who offered 
us his house for our stay. Other expeditions 
usually stay at the Hotel Monterray which is well 
known for its sulphur baths and amiable 
hospitality. 

Once settled in Huaraz we spent the next few 
days finishing up last minute shopping and ac-
climatizing to 10,000 feet. At the Park Head-
quarters, Michael Rourke helped us a great deal in 
arranging for mules, buying white gas and maps, 
and hiring a truck. Kerosene is also available in 
Peru, but it would be better to buy it in Lima be-
cause it is scarce in Huaraz at times. We found 
that it worked well in 111B with a kerosene burner 
and in OOL kerosene stove at high altitude. 

After a week of chaos and situation comedies we 
were ready. Our truck picked us up before dawn in 
Huaraz and carried food, equipment, and six 
"gringos" to the head of Quebrada Quilcayhuanca 
by sunrise. Mules were packed, packs shouldered, 
and we were off for thirty days of bliss, climbing, 
eating, sleeping, and a rash of diarrhea. 

The others soon were out of sight and sound as I 
casually wandered up the Quebrada. On either side 
there were steep rock walls rising a thousand feet 
from the valley floor. The word Quebrada literally 
means broken valley and that it was! After hiking 
for several hours up the valley I came upon Gary 
sprawled in the middle of the trail amidst piles of 
cow dung, looking more dead than alive. He was 
still reacting poorly to what we commonly called 
the "Huaraz Bug." 

The following days were used to recover from 
what we had, get what we didn't have, and ac-
custom ourselves to the thin air at 14,000 feet. In a 
few days we were taking short scouting trips, 
making futile stabs at pronouncing "Jantanmen-
utapunca," and leaping all nearby mountains with 
a single bound. During one such leap, Ben, Gordon 
and I climbed to the 18,000-foot false summit of 
Andaviti in a whiteout. 

We finally became bored with these exciting 
pastimes and decided to establish Camp I at 
16,000 feet. It was located upon rock slabs near 
the glacier below Pucaranra and Chinchey. A fixed 
line was placed below Camp I to facilitate load 
carrying and make the passage safer. 

The views from our camp were quite spectacular 
as the ridge on Tulparaju rose dramatically from 
the glacier. The next few days were spent making 
a route up to the saddle and stocking this high 
camp with food and gear. Two days later found all 
six of us dug in at the saddle with four days of 
supplies. There was much debate as to which route 
was the safest and the most practical way to the 
summit of Chinchey. 

The direttissima line won out, so early the next 
morning we had a go at the "bed bug," which is 
the literal translation of Chinchey. The first 
portion was ascended on an easy glacier but soon 
the snow turned hard and crampons were donned. 
As we approached the final 'schrund, the angle 
steepened gradually and our beautiful morning 
was lost in a sea of clouds. Above it there was an 
800-foot section of 50 degree snow leading to the 
saddle on the summit ridge. Dave led the way on 
the first rope, digging a three-foot trench up the 
slope. The whiteout gave little hint of the 
tremendous exposure. After many hours on this 
section the rope finally disappeared over the 
horizon and all of us were together just below the 
summit. 

Gary led the last portion to the summit where 
we all huddled in a whiteout, devoid of all view. On 
our descent from the saddle the weather cleared, 
treating us to spectacular views of Pucaranra 
bathed in warm colors. We lost several precious 
daylight hours in a poorly planned descent, and 
the result was a near disaster when Gary nearly 
walked off an ice wall in the dark. By nine we were 
back in camp with food, drinks, and general chaos 
flowing as we celebrated our successful climb of 
20,400-foot Nevada Chinchey. Fill 

Photos on pages 15, 18, 19, 35 SUMMIT / October, 1975 17 
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ABOVE: Huantsan, 20,020 feet and San Juan, 19,500 feet from the 
saddle between Pucarama and Chincey. 
BELOW: Gary leading the last pitch on Chinchey in a whiteout. 
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ABOVE: Dave nearly on top of the highest summit of 
17,600 feet. 
BELOW: Ben on the Inca Trail watching the sun set on 
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JEc & vici c77'ountainccring OrograM By Jim Mitchell 

Soviet mountaineering is governed by the 
Mountaineering Federation, a division of the 
Sports Committee of the USSR. All mountaineer-
ing activities are monitored and strictly controlled 
by the Mountaineering Federation. 

At the age of 16, Soviet youths are allowed to 
begin training under the mountaineering section 
within their city. An examination qualifies the 
student to receive a special ticket to go to a moun-
tain training center where, for $130, he is provided 
with guide, equipment, food, lodging, and 20 days 
of instruction. Training continues through several 
levels of competence: 3rd (initial level of compe-
tence), 2nd, 1st (two years), Candidate for Master 
of Sport, Master of Sport (1-5 years), International 
Master of Sport. Solo climbing or climbing above 
one's level of certification is forbidden and punish-
able by demotion of classification or restriction of 
climbing privileges. There are no professional 
climbers in the USSR. All have full-time jobs and 
climb on their vacations, which vary from 3 to 8 
weeks depending upon occupation, e.g., Anatoly as  

a university professor receives 2 months' vacation 
with pay. He usually instructs and guides at one 
of the mountaineering camps for 20 days then goes 
on an expedition. In order to make use of their 
vacation time, Soviet climbers are provided the 
opportunity to train 3 to 5 times weekly during 
their "off" season. 

Soviet climbers engage in competitive climbing 
at several levels. Speed rock climbing is a special-
ized competition in which the climbers ascend, 
against the clock, a pre-selected route. The basic 
route is 80 meters of sustained F9-F10, usually 
climbed in less than five minutes. Sergei Bershov, 
champion of this competition for the last four 
years, has completed 80 meters in less than four 
minutes! Other classes of competition involve 
different-length climbs, climbing in teams, and 
women's competition. The teams are allowed to 
select their route within prescribed boundaries and 
are judged on how far they climb in a given time. 
Because most of the speed climbing is done with 
belays from above and is basically a gymnastics 

D E4' T E N T E 0 N T H F S A L A T H F W A L L continued from page 3 

"Mike, the same thing has happened to Sergei." 
Sergei and I looked at each other and laughed. We 
were finding more and more in common all the 
time. He pointed to his rubbers and said, 
"Halloshe. Woosh!" We looked at each other and 
shrugged our shoulders. Sergei led the pitch with 
cliff hangers. 

But the days were hot. The Russians were used 
to dealing with cold in the mountains but not with 
the problem of heat and dehydration. When we got 
to Mammoth Terraces at the thousand foot level, 
it became clear that we wouldn't have enough 
water for five people and that the incredible 
tangles that come with a party of five would make 
it impossible to continue on the upper part of the 
wall as we had on the lower third. It was decided 
that Slava and Valentin would go down as Sergei 
and Anatoly and I continued upward. When we 
parted ways at Heart Ledge, Slava came up to me 
and gripped me tightly by the shoulders and shook 
my hand. Although we didn't share a single word, 
I knew that I had made a good friend. 

We moved up toward the famous Hollow Flake 
pendulum for which Sergei donned his galoshes. 
When I joined him on the ledge above the long 
smooth jam crack that follows the pendulum, he  

explained to me in rather graphic sign language 
that he had nearly died somewhere below. When 
Anatoly came up, he turned to me and clarified the 
problem. "Sergei has not experienced this size 
crack." As it turns out, most of the climbing in 
Russia's mountains has nothing to compare with 
the smooth chimneys and jam cracks of Yosemite. 
Above, I led the chimneys. But by this time the 
heat was making us all aware of the gorgeousness 
of water. As Anatoly would haul up the bag, he 
would look at it and muse, "My darling, I am so 
glad to see you again. I love you so much because 
you have water." 

As the climb went on, Sergei and I got a 
running joke started. It began on one pitch when I 
arrived on a stance totally strangled in hardware, 
slings and equipment, and the pack was killing 
me. I was pondering upon the meaning of life and 
getting the distinct feeling that I wanted to be 
somewhere else. He just pointed at me with that 
smile of his and said, "Santa Claus, no?" We both 
broke out laughing, and I just couldn't be tired 
anymore. After that each time one of us would 
reach a stance, the other would say, "Santa Claus, 
da?" On the fourth day, Anatoly mentioned to me, 
"Mike, I am enjoying this climb more by the day 
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from page 5 

event, all speed climbers are carefully screened to 
insure their mountaineering competence before 
they are allowed to go into the mountains. Not 
necessarily fond of this type of competition, Soviet 
mountaineers compete because the competitors are 
sponsored by their respective trade unions; 
champions are looked on with favor by the unions 
and receive money for further climbing. Thus, 
speed rock climbing is a way for a Soviet climber 
to finance further climbing. 

Competition of a more subjective nature takes 
place in the mountains of the USSR. At the end of 
the climbing season the Sports Committee 
evaluates the climbs done during that season and 
selects the champion team for several altitude 
classifications: low mountains, below 5000 meters; 
high altitude, 5000 - 6500 meters; high altitude, no 
restrictions; high altitude traverse, etc. Consider-
ations include length of route, technical difficulty, 
"style" of climb, and the climbs must generally be 
first ascents. 

The Soviet philosophy of climbing involves  

speed, not necessarily for competition, but for 
safety. In many of their continental interior moun-
tain ranges, rapid weather changes make speed a 
definite safety factor. Our brief exposure to their 
snow/ice techniques revealed little difference from 
ours. However, all rock climbing is done with 
packs on; they do no hauling. They are just start-
ing to use chocks and still rely on their titanium 
pitons. They indicated they use chocks for belay 
anchors where possible but that the rock in the 
USSR is not generally protectable by chocks. 
However, Alex Bertulis indicated that they used 
chocks extensively on their first ascent of the 
2300-foot northwest wall of Bonzana Peak in the 
North Cascades. 

The Soviet mountain rescue organization is simi-
lar to ours, with a special rescue group in each 
region. Organized by two or three guides, all 
climbers of the 2nd class of certification or above 
are allowed to join the rescue groups. The trade 
unions pay for rescues and, in fact, organize rescue 
competitions. 

that I am here." The wall was a fun place to be. 
We were always laughing and joking. Even though 
Sergei and I had a tough time with conversation 
using yes and no, he told about his six-year-old 
son who is already starting to climb and who has 
his own galoshes. We said everything in sign 
language or just the language of the mountains. 
There was no trouble understanding what each of 
us had to say. 

But one thing that struck me as interesting was 
the Russian method of jumaring. Sergei used two-
piece clamps that had no teeth and resembled 
Gibbs ascenders. He used only one aid sling and 
would take two steps in it before hauling himself 
up on his hands and moving the top clamp which 
was secured to his swami. Leaning back on this, he 
would move the lower clamp up and take two more 
steps in the aid sling. It seemed to me that jumars 
were much easier and more efficient, but this tech-
nique got Sergei up—even the overhanging 
sections of the wall. 

When we got to the top, we were three happy 
climbers. I can now say "tension" and "slack" in 
Russian and Sergei can do the same in English. 
Anatoly maintains that he is now one ot the 
world's foremost hauling specialists. 

While most interchanges between American and 
Soviet climbers have occurred at rather tightly 
structured climbing camps in the Caucasus and 
Pamirs, this last exchange involved many suc-
cessful climbs with Soviet-American teams in 
several areas across the country. This interna-
tional feature of parties has been somewhat rare in 
the climbing camps where the general rule was 
that climbers of the same nationality climb to-
gether. Almost all the people who were involved in 
these climbs will agree that the international as-
pect of the parties was very beneficial to all con-
cerned. And when these meetings are informal and 
personal, when you forget about nationality and 
politics, and just do a little climbing, something 
very wonderful can happen. I really look forward 
to going to the Soviet Union and having Sergei 
and Anatoly show me some of their favorite spots. 
But before that happens, perhaps Leonid should 
get hold of a pair of jumars and Henry should try 
on some galoshes. Then the whole idea of Russians 
and Americans getting together and having a good 
time wouldn't be such a big deal. 

All of us who climbed together were very grate-
ful for the opportunity of meeting in the moun-
tains. 
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Popocatepeti 
as seen from route 
on IxtaccihuatI. 

Col on ridge 
of Ixtaccihuati with 

ocean-like clouds 
below. 
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Thlamacus Hut 
(12,733 feet) located at 

the base of 
Popocatepetl (17,781 

feet) with Ixtaccihuati 
(17,343 feet) shown 

in background. 



MEXICAN VOLCANOES from page 9 

in 1969 when they could not find their route back 
to the huts and died of exposure. Down clothing 
would certainly be best, but wool sweaters, good 
wind parkas, and wool underwear will cover most 
conditions. Since temperatures can range from the 
low teens to 401  or 500,  it is wise to be able to peel 
and add clothing in layers. The chill factor de-
pends heavily on the winds so the comfort zone 
can change rapidly. Remember that some hiking 
begins at low elevations and in a tropical climate, 
so light clothing will come to good use in these 
areas. 

Equipment 
In addition to the conventional equipment that 

most everyone is familiar with, e.g., comfortable 
pack frame and rucksack, portable stove and fuel, 
tent, cooking, and sleeping equipment, one should 
be prepared for ice and snow climbing. Crampons, 
ice axes, rope (for steepness mainly, very little 
exposure or crevasse hazard), stiff boots, protec-
tive eye goggles, and a good sun protection cream 
for exposed areas. 

Weather 

The good climbing weather generally holds from 
October through March. This period is usually free 
of fresh snow and relatively few storms. Winds 
come and go, and the chill factor with them. Over-
cast spells do not last long, but really create a 
problem since it is very difficult to distinguish 
between white and white. Temperatures in the low 
teens are not unusual at night, and the tempera-
ture can range from there upward during the day. 
Coming off the mountains, the temperatures rise 
rapidly so be prepared to peel the heavy clothing. 

Food 

To those who have not visited Mexico, it is 
suggested that they pack in their food supply to 
last through the climbs, then sample and enjoy the 
Mexican foods after the climbing. Most people 
react to the Mexican foods and water with mild 
sickness and diarrhea. It is wise to boil the 
drinking and cooking water when out of the cities. 
We used freeze-dried foods to keep our load light. 
People will also find that their taste for foods will 
be affected by the higher altitudes, and since these 
changes are hard to predict, one should try to 
carry a variety of foods. 

High Altitude Climbing 

The various problems associated with high alti-
tude climbing can vary with individuals, but gen-
erally one encounters a loss of appetite, difficulty 
in sleeping, and a general feeling of exhaustion. 
The generalized term, "mountain sickness" (anox-
ia), is applied to these problems and can also in-
clude shortness of breath, headache, nausea, 
vertigo, dehydration, an impairment of judgment, 
and a loss of motivation. These effects can be 
minimized by taking adequate time to adjust to 
altitude changes. Several sources have also recom-
mended increasing liquid intake. We think these 
factors helped us a great deal since the only prob-
lems we experienced were the usual fatigue and 
difficulty sleeping. We took no medication other 
than vitamin and salt tablets. Severe problems, 
such as pulmonary or cerebral edema and retinal 
hemorrhaging (Summit, March 1975) can occur, 
and one should descend immediately to lower ele-
vations if such problems do develop. The generali-
ties mentioned here are real possibilities and one 
should consult a medical advisor and perhaps 
undergo a general physical examination before at-
tempting the higher climbs. 

Climbing Conditions 

The terrain covered in climbing the volcanoes is 
quite varied. The approach to Orizaba is on a very 
dry, dusty, and hot dirt road. After this, one has a 
good scramble climb through very loose rock until 
the snow and ice is reached. On Popo, one has to 
plow through a sea of very loose volcanic ash 
before reaching the rocks, snow, and ice. This ash 
is very loose and takes extra energy to move 
along. It is a relief in both cases to get to the point 
where one can put on crampons and work on the 
ice and snow. The ridge trail up Ixty is more solid 
and affords reasonable walking most of the time. 
Some contouring through loose rock is required, 
however. The steep rocks near "the knees" of Ixty 
do offer some exposure but are not difficult to 
climb. There is one short traverse here that is 
tricky. A safety rope should be used at this point 
and also on up the mountain there is an ice col 
that should require a rope. These mountains are 
deceptive in that one can move without crevasse 
and exposure problems, but the steepness of the 
slopes is the real hazard. Safety ropes should cer- 
tainly be used. El 
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John Gowans stepping out on "Three Mules," F8. Progressively • 
harder as you move left. 
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Though a small crag by any comparison, Grand dictate the use of a top rope on most routes. Free 
Ledge remains the only significant rock climbing climbing, with the exception of the "Bolt Route" 
area in southern Michigan. and aid on chocks is the only acceptable method 

The ledges are composed of Eaton Sandstone for scaling the very fragile rock. The climbing 
(Late Pennsylvanian). The area used for climbing tends to be strenuous and difficult, with fewer 
is approximately six hundred feet long and occu- than ten routes rated F5 or lower. Small holds, 
pies the north bank of the Grand River. The face climbing, vertical and overhanging routes 
average height is about thirty-five feet. predominate. Lack of adequate jam cracks, and 

The size and crackless nature of the formation clean protection placements, adds to the difficulty, 
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BY JOHN AMATT 
Association of Canadian Mountain Guides 

Dear Editor: 
In the 1975 edition of Accidents in North American 

Mountaineering, published by the American Alpine Club, 
a report was printed under the title of "Chock Failure and 
Poor Quality Helmet—British Columbia, Mt. Victoria." 
This report was so factually inaccurate, and so potentially 
damaging to the high standards and reputation of the 
Association of Canadian Mountain Guides, that I am tak-
ing the liberty of forwarding to you copies of the inaccu-
rate published report, together with a copy of a letter 
outlining the factual details of the accident which was 
recently sent to the American Alpine Club offices in New 
York. It is to be noted that the Association of Canadian 
Mountain Guides views this matter with the gravest con-
cern, since it obviously demonstrates a considerable lack 
of research underlying the publication and calls into ques-
tion the entire credibility of the accident reports as 
printed. 

The following is the published accident report as it ap-
peared in Accidents in North American Mountaineering 
1975, page 4: 

"Chock Failure and Poor Quality Helmet—British Colum-
bia, Mt. Victoria. On 26 June 1974, Blair Mitten (21), an 
experienced climber who was a student in the Assistant 
Guides Course sponsored by the Association of Canadian 
Mountain Guides, was leading a mixed class 5 and easier 
pitch on the south side of Mt. Victoria. He was carrying a 
heavy pack and was apparently tied at the waist. He had 
placed one chock when he fell. This protection point held 
long enough to flip him upside down before it pulled out, 
allowing him to fall a considerable distance. 

"Mitten was wearing a standard Roamer helmet, but he 
sustained severe head injury. The webbing collapsed and 
transferred the force so completely that the extent of 
skull damage was not perceived from the condition of the 
hardhat. It is likely that paralysis on one side of his body 
was interpreted as a broken arm and/or leg. He was given 
a pain medicine, Demerol, which was a serious mistake 
given his head injury. 

"The victim was then evacuated from the accident site 
by Assistant Guides Course personnel, who then turned 
the victim over to an army unit. Mitten was taken to the 
Banff hospital and then rushed to Calgary, where he was 
in coma for five days. This was followed by a lengthy 
recovery from partial paralysis and loss of memory. The 

to page 28, please 



R"1jrh1A1_V 
Now more than ever, 

7,'/rh/, in America 

Raichle climbing boots are de-
signed for climbing and hiking be-
yond the trail. They are built for 
cross-country travel on rock and 
snow where the foot must be pro-
tected against extreme punishment 
and stress. 
Afterdecadesof making outstand-
ing quality boots, Raichle knows its 
work well. Raichle boots are con-
structed over the finest American 
lasts available to offer the best 
possible fit. And Raichle uses the 
time-tested, proven Norwegian 
Welt construction f or durability and 
extra-long life. 

The Raichle Eiger. 

An excellent combination boot for 
heavy-duty hiking and climbing. Nor-
wegian Welt construction with full 
grain Grade A Russian, croupon, 
f lesh-out leather u p per (one-p iece). 
Upper3.4mm thick with 22% grease-
content for superior waterproofing. 
Plus full-grain leather lining, fully gus-
seted leather lined tongue, steel 
shank, new Raichle Yellow Rubber 
Midsole, leather innersole, Vibram 
"Yellow Spot" Lacima sole and heel, 
arch and toe reinforcing. 

The Raichle Montagna 

The perfect all-around climbing boot. 
Anatomically designed for the best pos-
sible fit using a one-piece upper, Grade A 
full grain flesh-out leather (3.4mm thick) 
with a high (22%) grease content. Nor-
wegian Welt construction, new Raichle 
Yellow Rubber Midsole plus a leather mid-
sole and innersole. Also a 3/4  steel shank, 
full grain leather lining, leather lined, 
hinged tongue, Vibram "Yellow Spot" 
Lacima sole and heel, arch and toe re-
reinforcing. 

America in 

The foundation of Raichle's reputa-
tion rests on its long history of de-
livering the finest fit and using the 
best leather available in the world. 
Raichle climbing boots feature 
Grade A full grain leatherfrom the 
finest tanneries. And Raichle con-
structs boots in true half-sizes (not 
just varying the amoung of pad-
ding) and offers up to three dif-
ferentwidths. What's more, Raichle 
climbing boots are lined in full grain 
leather. So, all in all, Raichle boots 
fit like a second skin. 

The Raichle Anapurna. 

The top technical climbing boot 
available today. Bar none. One-
piece, Grade AA Gallusser croupon, 
flesh-out leather (3.5-3.7mm thick) 
with a very high (25%) grease con-
tent. Norwegian Welt construction, 
Raichle Yellow Rubber Midsole 
with leather midsole and inner-
sole. Full grain leather lining, 
hidden scree guard, special, 
heavy-duty steel shank, Vibram 
"Yellow Spot" Lacima sole and 
heavy-duty sole reinforcing. 

To learn more about boots, 
send 25t for our catalog in 0 - 
corporating our booklet, 
"Taking the Mystery Out of Raichle MolitorUSA  
Boots" Or ask your local 200 Saw Mill River Road  
Raichle dealer for a copy. Hawthorne, New York 10532 
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continued 

Assistant Guides Course did not inform the victim's 
parents about the accident and only considerably later 
answered letters inquiring about their son. (Source: Dick 
Culbert)" 

The following is the text of a letter forwarded to the 
American Alpine Club on September 3rd, 1975, by Don 
Vockeroth, Chairman of the Standards Committee of the 
Association of Canadian Mountain Guides: 

"Dear Sirs: 
With respect to the climbing accidents published in the 

1975 Accidents in North American Mountaineering, I 
should like to report some factual errors in the report of 
"Chock Failure and Poor Quality Helmet," British 
Columbia, Mt. Victoria—Mr. Blair Mitten. 

"The mentioned accident took place in Alberta on the 
Perren route to Mt. Fay, which in this case was being 
used as an approach to the Graham Cooper Bivouac Hut in 
the Moraine Lake area. The climb is mixed, as reported, 

COMPETENT REPAIR SERVICE 

IS AVAILABLE FOR MOUNTAIN FOOTWEAR 

repair appointments are recommended 

'7 
a' 

p 
a 

0 

a catalog giving details on this 
service and on a selection of 
useful footwear and accessories 
can be obtained by writing, 
phoning or visiting this shop: 

Knmitu 
tix 211111 

ifnuti 
Eatri Park, (1uttira?iu 80517 

p11 (3113) 586-53111 
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and does have a 50 to 70 foot band of rock below the 
glacier, which provides a short 5th class pitch. Mr. Mit-
ten's pack weight was approximately 25 pounds. He was 
wearing a Whillans Sit Harness. When roping up at a 
slightly lower elevation, Mr. Mitten was instructed to use 
the chest harness in conjunction with his sit harness (it is 
compulsory with the A.C.M.G. that all personnel combine 
chest and sit harness). He voiced his opinion that it was 
not necessary, but under supervision from the instructor, 
tied into the climbing rope with a chest and seat combined 
arrangement. He chose at a later time, for reasons of his 
own, when not observed by the instructors, to eliminate 
the chest harness from his tie-in arrangement. 

"Mr. Mitten was leading the second rope up this pitch. 
There were two piton placements in place by the first 
rope, one at 10 feet and one at 20 feet above the stance. 
Blair was asked to use these, but to place some of his own 
as well. He used the first piton placement, placed a nut 
runner for his second runner. At this point, he was in-
structed to place or use the piton available before contin-
uing. This he did not do. 

"When he fell, the nut did catch him momentarily and 
he was flipped upside down. The nut came out and he de-
scended down in his upside down position about 3 feet 

to next page, please 
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from the rock. When the next runner and the belayer 
caught him, his body swung into the rock, where his 
temple struck the rock ledge. It was just below the rim of 
his helmet or, in the case of Mr. Mitten (who was upside 
down) just above the rim of his helmet. 

"Because of the suspected head injury, he was not given 
any medication whatsoever. Also because he was suffer-
ing from concussion, he was never able to indicate any 
paralysis on any side of the body, nor was there any sign 
of future paralysis. To be more precise, the body functions 
at that time and up until helicopter evacuation 2 hours 
later were non paralytic. The paralysis came later as a re-
suit of the increased pressure from concussion (there 
were no fractures). He was not turned over to any Army 
Unit. He was flown directly to the Banff hospital (with the 
assistance of Parks Canada rescue personnel) and then 
transferred by ambulance to the Foothills Hospital in 
Calgary for treatment. 

"The Assistant Guides Course personnel were informed 
by the hospital staff that Mr. Mitten's immediate family 
were notified. All other procedures of mountain first aid 
and rescue were correctly observed. 

"We hope the corrections will be published and that 
future sources of information be factually documented as 
not to cause siight (very mild term) to the parties in-
volved. 
Yours truly, 
Don Vockeroth, Chairman, Standards Committee, 
A.C.M.G." 

Further to the above, it should be noted that the Asso-
ciation of Canadian Mountain Guides is the only guiding 
association outside of Europe which has been accepted to 
membership in the Union Internationale des Associations 
des Guides de Montagne (UIAGM), a group which prides 
itself on exceptionally high standards of professionalism in 
the guiding profession. Since there are several aspects of 
the report published in Accidents in North American 
Mountaineering which may have the potential of under-
mining this reputation, I feel that you would be doing 
both the association and the climbing public at large a 
considerable favour if you published this letter in a future 
issue of Summit Magazine. In addition, I feel that the 
American Alpine Club should be cautioned against the use 
of accident reports which originate from people who have 
no direct involvement in the accident itself and who have, 
in all likelihood, picked up the information secondhand 
from outside sources. In this way, I would hope that the 
publication in question might become an authoritative 
record of accident reporting, contributing to the preven-
tion of future accidents of a similar nature—an objective 
which is certainly most worthy and desirable in North 
American mountaineering. 
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reader's comments, .  4 
Dear Editor: 

Bruce Carson was killed falling 
through the summit cornice of Mt. Trisul 
(unroped), in a heavy mist; not, as re-
ported in Summit (September, 1975), 
falling in a crevasse. 
Michael Yokell 
Pullman, Washington  

Dear Editor: 
Congratulations to Patrick Morrow for 

his nicely written and enlightening 
article on Canadian ice climbing. The 
photographs are really brilliant and ex-
ceptionally well reproduced. 
Royal Robbins 
Modesto, California  

Dear Editor: 
As a complement to the article 

"Climbing History of the Eiger" (Sum-
mit, August 1975), I would like to men-
tion the ascent of the Eiger North Face 
last August by Prof. Jean Juge, Presi-
dent of the UIAA, at the age of 69. 

He is thus the eldest climber ever to 
ascend that face. He was accompanied 
by the mountain guide Michel Vaucher 
and his wife, both very talented climbers 
from Geneva, Switzerland. The end of 
the climb was made difficult by bad 
weather and snowfalls. 
Jean Sesiano 
Geneva, Switzerland Announcing . 0 N 

a limited-edition reprint 
of a rare classic of 
mountaineering 
literature 

Don Munday's classic story of 
the challenge of "Mystery 
Mountain". . . his pioneering 
explorations of Mt. Waddington 
and the B. C. Coast Range, 
beginning in 1926. Long out of 
print, now available in this 
exact reproduction of the 
original. 265 pages; 32 pages 
of photos from original 
negatives. $6.95 (Postpaid. 
Wash. res. add 5.3% tax) 

Available at book and outdoor stores or by mail 

lhe/14OUNTAINEERS 
719 Pike St., Seattle, WA 98101 

Dear Editor: 
I am updating a list of climbing and 

mountaineering clubs, and organizations 
that promote the sport or serve it in 
some way. This list will be published 
some time next year as International 
Directory of Mountaineering Clubs and 
Organizations. If any of your readers 
belong to such a club or organization 
that has been formed since 1966, or has 
not previously been listed and wished to 
be included, I would like to hear from 
them as soon as possible. Please write to 
the address below for an information 
form. 
Chicago Mountaineering Club 
% George Pokorny 
739 Forest Avenue 
Glenn Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

Dear Editor: 
For those of us who have been in 

Nepal and are interested in the activities 
of Sherpas we have known, the usual 
two-name method of identifying them is 
inadequate. There are a good many 
"Ang Tserings" and "Nima Dorjes" in 
Solu Khumbu. The addition of the per-
son's home village is the usual way to 
make the name specific: "Ang Tsering 
from Khumjung," etc. 

Please encourage the people who send 
in reports and those who edit them to 
include the village name whenever pos-
sible. We would like to keep track of our 
friends! 
Alice L. Johnson 
Belmont, Massachusetts 
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Dear Editor: 
In my haste to send Summit a report 

of our climb of the North Ridge of Mt. 
Foraker I unwittingly reported a few 
statistics inaccurately. I would like to 
keep the record as accurate as possible, 
and I think your readers will also apprec-
iate this. 

My brevity caused me to fail to men-
tion that although we approached the 
mountain on foot, horses assisted us in 
getting our six weeks of supplies and 
climbing gear across the tundra. With-
out the horses the climb would not have 
been possible. The distance involved in 
getting to the mountain was roughly 
sixty miles. The stream crossings were 
indeed too numerous to count, but some 
of them were not of major proportions 
and I think eighteen rivers now sounds 
misleading. The sixteen and a half hour 
summit day was twelve and a half hours 
up and four hours down—not sixteen 
and a half hours up as it could be mis-
construed. The descent from high camp 
was done in twenty-four hours. Last of 
all, I would like to eat the words "most 
aesthetic route" (on the mountain). All 
the routes on Foraker are aesthetic, and 
I think it unfair to put down the other 
four existing routes as possibly less 
aesthetic in some way. This was never 
my intention. 

I regret having sent you anything but 

Statement of Ownership, Management and Circu-
lation (Act of August 12, 1970: Section 3685, 
Title 39, United States Code(. Filing Date: Sep-
tember 30, 1974. Title of publication: Summit. 
Frequency of issue: Monthly, except January and 
July. Location of known office of publication: 44 
Mill Creek Road, Big Bear Lake, Calif. 92315. 
Location of general business office of the publish-
ers: Same as above. Co-publishers: J.M.Crenshaw 
& H.V.J. Kilness, P.O. Box 1889, Big Bear Lake, 
Calif. Co-editors: Same as above. Managing 
Editor: None. Owners: J.M. Crenshaw, P.O. Box 
1889, Big Bear Lake, Calif, 92315 and H.V.J. 
Kilness, P.O. Box 1889, Big Bear Lake, Calif. 
92315. Known bondholders, mortgagees, and 
other security holders owning or holding 1 percent 
or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages or 
other securities: None. Total no. of copies 
printed: (1(7125, (2) 7250. Paid circulation: Sales 
through dealers and carriers, street vendors and 
counter sales: (1) None, (2( None. Mail subscrip-
tions: (1) 7025, (2( 7150. Total paid circulation: 
(1) 7025, (2) 750. Free distribution: None. Total 
distribution: (1) 7025, (2) 7150; Office use, left-
over, unaccounted, spoiled after printing: (1) 100, 
(2( 100. Total: (1) 7025, (2( 7150. (1) Average no. 
of copies each issue during preceding 12 months. 
(2( Single issue nearest to filing date. 

first class information in the first place. 
Charlie Campbell 
Northglenn, Colorado 

Dear Editor: 
Norman Kingsley's Climbing Harness 

comments in the August '75 issue did 
make sense on one point. Connecting the 
climbing rope to just one part of the 
body (chest, waist or seat) is probably 
not as safe as a two-point tie-in. How-
ever, the remainder of his comments and 
excerpts are vague and misleading. They 
very hastily, and with no substantiating 
data, lead to the conclusion that a 
seat-chest tie-in is the only way to go. If 
you can't arrive at this same conclusion 
from the muddle of incomplete data he 
presents, he recommends that you get 
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"the complete story" by sending $6.00 to 
Germany (if you can read German). 

I feel that printing Kingsley's article 
does a great disservice to climbers. Why 
not translate the "complete story" and 
reveal what led to the chest-seat recom-
mendation? 

Judging from Kingsley's presentation, 
I believe that the "complete story" is far 
from complete, and is a country mile off 
target. It is probably an earnest effort in 
an area that could stand far more re-
search. My doubts as to the conclusion 
of Kingsley's data spring from these 
questions: 

What is the definition of a Swami 
Belt? 

Of the twenty Swami Belted climb-
ers mentioned in his first paragraph, six 

to next page, please 
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reader's comments... 
continued from page 33 

evidently died. What caused their death? 
Concussions? Blood loss? In whay way 
was the tie-in related to the deaths? 
What happened to the other climbers? 

3. In the same vein: What did Otto 
Uhi die of? 

What were the "current" Tie-in 
methods discussed at the 1972 sympos-
ium in Innsbruck? 

At the 1974 UIAA meeting in 
Barcelona, who was the U.S.A. delegate? 

What tie-in methods did this dele-
gate present as mostly commonly used 
in the U.S.A.? 

What kind of harnesses are depicted 
in Kingsley's drawings? How should 
they be fitted and adjusted? What kind 
of knots are necessary to correctly con-
nect the chest-seat contraption? 

Kingsley states that "(seat harness) 
tie-ins most often resulted in the faller 
performing numerous flips, then hanging 
head down." My personal experience is 
in direct conflict with this statement. I 
have taken numerous leader falls in my 
Forrest harness (Leg loops and Sewn 
Swami Belt) and have never experienced 
the ifips and head down position. A 
number of my friends can relate the 
same experience. 

When my falls were arrested, I was 
suspended (Head up) in the same 
harness and could have easily stayed in 
that position for several hours without ill 
effect. I have been suspended in my seat-
waist harness for up to six hours during 
hanging belays in relative comfort. 

Furthermore, if fallers caught by a 
chest harness suffer paralysis in ten 
minutes, why use it at all? I've fallen on 
a chest harness and it hurt like hell. 
Also, the chest-seat arrangement shown 
by Kingsley is super messy, bulky and 
most certainly would get in the way far 
more than a clean waist-thigh harness. 
Isn't this a safety consideration? 

Kingsley's essay says to me: 'Single 
point tie-ins aren't safe.' Beyond that, 
the issue is foggy at best. How about 
some facts? 
Kris Walker 
Boulder, Colorado 

(Editor:s Note: Kingsley's answer to 
Kris Walker's letter follows.)  

Dear Mr. Walker: 
The article," Swami, the IDeadly tie-in" 

stems from a 233-page study conducted 
by the German Alpine Club over a period 
of five years, with support from the 
Austrian Alpine Club. I referred readers 
to the original report, available for $6 
from the German Alpine Club as it 
would be too lengthy to publish the 
whole treatise. Summit at best can have 
such lengthy studies abstracted so that 
North American readers can either pur-
sue the matter further, or reject it out of 
hand. The article is simply an abstract of 
the above studies; the combination 
chest-seat tie-in method illustrated is not 
my own, but one recommended by the 
UIAA (Union Internationale Associa-
tions Alpinisme). As for the specific 
questions, I advise the following: 

Swami belt here means "waist only" 
tie-in. The text clearly makes this point. 

Refer to "Lethal falls, Survived 
falls, onto mountaineering ropes" 
(transi.), authorsG. Flora, M.D., H. R. 
Hoelz, M.D., 2nd International Moun-
tain Rescue Physicians Conference Inns-
bruck, published by Werk-Verlag, Dr. 
Edmund Banaschewski, Munich-Graefel-
ing; as well as papers published at the 
Conference by Drs. W. Stuehlinger, P. 
Dittrich, G. Flora, R. Margreiter (Mar-
greiter can be reached at the University 
of Innsbruck). 

See Climbing, July-August 1975, 
"Experts also get the chop" for descrip-
ion of Otto Uhi's death. 

References cited under (2) above will 
answer this. 

Contact the American Alpine Club 
for the names, addresses of the delegates 
representing the A.A.C. at the Barcelona 
UIAA meetings. 

Contact delegates for this informa-
tion. 

The sit-harness is a standard type 
that can be purchased in most stores, or 
made by a climber with a sewing 
machine. The chest rig is either an 
Eidelrid or Mammut available from 
Robbin's Mountain Paraphernalia. Bow-
lines are used as knots. 
Norman Kingsley 
La Canada, California  

Dear Editor: 
I was very disappointed to see the 

article on the Southern Wind River 
Range in your September issue. This 
summer I was in the area and found it to 
be overcrowded. A ranger I met on one 
of the trails advised me not to camp in 
the Cirque of Towers because the water 
in Lonesome Lake is polluted. Surely 
this area needs no more publicity. If you 
want to climb in Wyoming, the desert 
ranges provide many good climbs on ex-
cellent rock without the overcrowding 
found in the Wind River Range. 
Ron Glaser 
Laramie, Wyoming 

IN 

RETROSPECT 

By James L. Dean 

The mountain still looks the 

same. Its savage ridges and icy 

faces still hold within them an 

awesome power. Terror still roars 

down its sides in massive clouds 

of white and black. Up there the 

wind still blows with fury. 

The tent has been ripped and 

broken and thrown back down. 

The tracks left on its heights will 

shortly disappear leaving nothing. 

Nothing but what wasn't already 

there, long. . . long before. 

By attaining that summit, 

has a foe been destroyed. . . ? 

Has there been any gain. . 

No! The only foe destroyed 

has been the victor, and the only 

gain is that which leads 

closer to death. 
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OFFERING A 
SUPERLATIVE 
SELECTION OF 

MOUNTAINEERING 
AND BACKPACKING 

GEAR 
send for catalogue 

The Ski Hut 
1615 University Ave., Berkeley, Ca. 

94703 

SUMMIT 
a mountaineering ma az' e 

P.O. Box 1889 

Big Bear Lake, California 92315 

Please send SUMMIT for the term indicated to: 

1 Year 0$7 2 Years $10 3 Years Ii $13 
5 Years 0$20 

1/ NEW Li RENEWAL 

NAME 

STREET 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

Li MONEY ENCLOSED Li BILL ME LATER 

BOOT REPAIR 

BOOT REPAIR. Climbing and hiking boots ex-
pertly repaired. Galibier, Vibram, and Inns-
brucker soles. Approximately 1 week shop time. 
Prices on request. NEPTUNE MOUNTAIN-
EERING, 1750 . 30th, Boulder, Co. 80301. 

------------ 
CLIMBING SCHOOLS & GUIDE SERVICE 

Let's get high together in "76"! Climb Mts. 
Denali ' Tacoma and all major peaks in N.W. 
with LEE NELSON GUIDE SERVICE. Mem-
ber of A.A.C. 1968. Party limit: 6. Guide Fee: 
$100 per day, plus transportation. Write Lee 
Nelson, 2507 - 78th Ave. W., Tacoma, Wa. 98466 

OVERALL OUTFITTER offers basic and inter-
mediate rock climbing instruction, personal and 
group outings and quality equipment. 24 West 
Oak St., Basking Ridge, N.J. 07920. 201-766-
6521. 

RAINIER MOUNTAINEERING INCORPOR-
ATED—the most complete snow and ice climbing 
school in the United States offers climbing semi-
nars and summit climbs. For brochure write to 
RMI, 201 St. Helens, Tacoma, WA 98402. 

EQUIPMENT 

We carry river supplies, rafts, fiberglass and in-
flatable kayaks, life jackets, waterproof bags, 
boxes, oars, paddles, wet suits, neoprene, adhe-
sives, etc. Send for free catalog to NORTHWEST 
RIVER SUPPLIES, P.O. Box 3195(a), Moscow, 
Idaho 83843 (208) 882-2382. 

LIGHTWEIGHT equipment for backpacking, 
mountaineering, camping, canoeing. Down sleep-
ing bags, tents, boots, food. Complete line of 
Cross-country and Touring skis. Free catalog. 
Moor & Mountain, Dept. 19, 63 Park St., 
Andover, Mass. 01810. 

ATLANTIS—designers of the Ultimate Weather-
gear—offer free their NEW CATALOGUE—of 
especially fine safety, weather and survival gear: 
Aladdin, Atlantis, Avon, Buck, Chromalloy, 
Guest, Maximum, Plath, PolarGuard, Walker, 
White. Write: Atlantis, Box 12336, Waitsfield, 
Vermont 05673, 802/496-3313. 

SKI MOUNTAINEERING - MOUNTAINEER-
ING-BACKPACKING EQUIPMENT. Bearpad 
conversion kit for Silvretta. Free catalog. BEAR-
TOOTH MOUNTAINEERING, Box 846-S, 
Minneapolis, MN 55440. 

BISHOP'S ULTIMATE OUTDOOR EQUIP-
MENT. ULTIMATE: Expedition tent, external 
frame, 2-3 persons, wt. 10 lb., $277.50. Options 
available. PACKLITE II: Versatile, A-frame, 
2-3 person, 6 way set up, wt. 8 lb., $157.00. NET 
TENT: Insect proof, I-poles, w/rain fly, 2 per-
son, wt. 4 lb., $69.00. Superb workmanship in all 
tents. For brochure, send 25e to Appalachian 
Outfitters, Box 4-S, Oakton, Va. 22124. 

EBS NOW IN STOCK. All sizes. $40, plus 
$1.50 postage. MOUNTAIN TRADERS, 1700 
Grove St., Berkeley, Ca. 94709. 

GUIDED CLIMBS & EXPEDITIONS 

ALASKA —20,320-ft. MT. McKINLEY EXPE-
DITIONS! Taking applications now for climbs to 
North America's highest peak. We offer cross-
country ski tours and expeditions, treks and 
climbs for individuals and groups— anywhere, 
anytime! Write: GENET EXPEDITIONS, Tal-
keetna, Alaska 99676. Phone (907) 733-2606. 

CLIMB with professional guides. Courses in 
Britain and Alps from $60 per week. Write to 
ARKLESS, Buarth, Deiniolen, Gwynedd, Nth 
Wales, Great Britain. 

ICELAND AND ALASKA. Full scale expedi-
tions into remote areas. Write Hondo East and 
Company, 857 North 8, Laramie, WY 82070. 

SKI & WINTER MOUNTAINEERING 

CANADA'S winter white wilderness. Nordic and 
alpine ski touring, snowshoeing, ski and winter 
mountaineering in the Canadian Alps. Day, week-
long, or extended sessions. NORTHERN 
LIGHTS ALPINE RECREATION, Box 399, 
Invermere, B.C., Canada VOA 1KO. 

SKI MOUNTAINEERING SEMINARS. Colo-
rado Rockies, professional mountain guides. 10 
days, January, March, April. $250. Outdoor 
Growth and Leadership Training Program. Col-
lege credits available. Brochures. OLTS, 2220 
Birch, Denver 80207. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

SEEKING ACCOUNTS of subjective experiences 
during dangerous falls. In return will send a copy 
of the report which stimulated this scientific in-
quiry. Russell Noyes, M.D., Department of 
Psychiatry, University of Iowa, 500 Newton Rd., 
Iowa City, Iowa 52242. 

MOUNTAINEERING SHOP FOR SALE: 
Mountaineer shop in California grosses just 
under $200,000 yearly. Net  profit over $50,000. 
Owner wants to retire. Write Mountaineering 
Shop, % SUMMIT Magazine, Big Bear Lake, 
California 92315. 

LYRICS WANTED. Does anyone have the 
words to "The Return of Jam Crack Joe"? Roger 
Mellem, 3622 N.E. 20th, Portland, OR 97212. 

COMPLETE SETS OF SUMMIT for 1974, un-
bound. $6 postpaid. Send check or money order to 
SUMMIT, P.O. Box 1889, Big Bear Lake, Cali-
fornia 92315. 

DAWSON'S BOOK SHOP 
Sierra Club publications, mountains, moun-
taineering, deserts, history of California 
and the West - plus many other special-
ities. New, used and rare. Libraries pur-
chased. Monday-Saturday 9 to 5:30. 

535 North Larchmont Blvd. 
Los Angeles, California 90004 

Phone 469-2186 

Odds 49 Lads 
Twenty cents per word. Payable in advance. 
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#298 SUSAN CROSS COUNTRY PACER. Low cut 
oil tanned uppers. Moulded soles to fit all types of 

pin bindings—Metal reinforced pin holes. Full leather 
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send for free hiking and mountaineering boot brochure: 

DEPT. A-2— 850 SUMMER ST. Fohiarto~hoeCo,Ivii,. SOUTH BOSTON. MASS. 02127 




