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I once climbed a mountain 
That led to heavens gate, 
Beside a rushing waterfall, 
Alas I was too late; 

for though I heard the music, 
I could not join the band, 
And though I've climbed the mountain, 
I'm still upon the land. 

By Karen Brush 

K RU MM HO LZ 

Fate carried their 
seed 
by Wind 
to a place 
where their 
life could be 
nothing but painful 
and twisted 

Yet they cling 
and bend 
giving to all 
elements 
because 
life is so precious 

LOVETT LAKE, WYOMING 

Arching backbones of granite 
thrust forward to meet 
misty, pristine steeples of 
Mountains that cap skies 
blue, black, gray— 
all in the same day. 

The lake lies below. 

Poems By Daniel C. Gibble 



1982 Canadian Mount Everest Expedition 
The expedition with 16 climbers, 6 support per-

sonnel and 29 climbing Sherpas arrived at base 
camp on the 15th of August. Permission had been 
granted to fix the icefall and carry to Camp I be-
tween August 20th and the opening of the official 
climbing season September 1st. Good progress 
was made in the initial stages with 120 loads car-
ried to a dump at the site of Camp I by the 30th of 
August. A double tragedy struck—on the 31st of 
August, an avalanche from the West Shoulder of 
Everest swept through the icefall to cover about 
150 metres of the fixed rope, burying and kiffing 3 
Sherpas; two days later a major collapse in the 
icefall, the video-cameraman Blair Griffiths was 
killed. The team reviewed its commitment and 6 
climbers decided to leave, departing on amicable 
terms with those who stayed. The base camp 
doctor, who was having difficulty acclimatizing, 
also left. 

The remaining members continued with the 
climb after changing the route from the South 
Pillar to the South Col, with the approval of the 
Ministry of Tourism and the cooperation of the W. 
Zealand W. Face of Lhotse expedition. Progress 
was rapid after a spell of bad weather ended on the 
15th of September. Camps I, II, III and IV were 
established in quick succession, and successful 
summit bids were mounted on the 5th of October 
by Lauri Skreslet, Lakpa Dorje, Sundari, and on 
the 7th of October by Pat Morrow, Pema Dorje, 
Lakpa Tshering. All climbers returned to base 
camp by the 8th of October. 

Bill March, Expedition Leader 

Literary Award as Tribute to Mountaineers 
A unique literary award to encourage climbers 

to publish new works on the art of mountaineering 
has been initiated in the United Kingdom as a 
lasting tribute to Peter Boardman and Joe Tasker, 
who died together on Everest last May. 

Chris Bonington, chairman of the organising 
committee and leader of that expedition to the 
north side of the peak, said the two men had built 
up one of the finest climbing partnerships and had 
also developed enormous talents as writers. 

The annual Boardman Tasker award, for an out-
standing work in the English language, will be  

presented only if a book is deemed worthy of it. 
Entries will be judged, and a winner selected, by 
experts from the literary and mountaineering 
worlds. London [LPS] 

World Record Rappel 
The longest rappel ever made was accomplished 

this past summer on the unclimbed West Face of 
Mount Thor on Baffin Island by a team of cavers. 
The rappel was in excess of 3,200 feet, breaking 
the 2,649-foot mark set two years ago on El 
Capitan in Yosemite. 

The rappellers used a single rope technique for 
which they had PMI custom-manufacture a 5,280-
foot rope with no splices and an additional strand 
added to its normal 7/16-inch diameter. Special 26-
inch-long rappel racks were made by Buddy Lane. 
They were constructed from 7/16-inch diameter 
304 stainless steel that held 8 standard 3/4-inch 
diameter brake bars and varying sizes of spacers. 
The spacers were made from 5/8-inch diameter 
copper tubing for good heat dissipation. From 
base camp, it took 5 men to carry the 280-lb. main 
rope to the foot of Mt. Thor. Some supplies for the 
project were taken in by snowmobile in March, 
the rest of the gear was ferried by freighter canoe 
in July and for the last 17 miles the gear was car-
ried by backpack. 

From the summit the rope fell for 300 feet to a 
bulge, then the rock curved inward and the rope 
hung free for more than 2,000 feet, until it crossed 
the lower of two hematite bands that run across 
Thor's face. Here huge slabs of granite leaned out 
as much as 3 feet and formed a vertical minefield 
of cracked and loose rock which had to be crossed 
carefully. Then a final smooth swelling of the rock 
was followed by 600 feet of freefall until barely 25 
feet from the top of the scree slope. Once on the 
bottom, the rappellers then prusicked back to the 
top. They reported that it was a slow beginning 
with 30 feet of stretch before leaving the ground. 
As they neared the top, the weight of the rope be-
low (more than 200 pounds), plus their own 
weight, stretched the rope above into a taut string 
that would be sounded by the wind and hum with 
a deep, loud, low note. The top ascender would 
vibrate and jump crazily against the rope. 
In formation from the NSS News, November, 1982 

to page 30, please 
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Skiing the Tahoe Peaks 
Text and Photography by Pete Yamagata 

Situated along the rim of that magnificent 
Sierra gem, "The Lake," are a plethora of high 
points ranging from 8,000 feet to over 11,000 feet 
which offer excellent ski touring possibilities. Most 
of the prominent ones can be done as day tours, 
with a few in Desolation Wilderness better done as 
overnighters. The peaks are all on Forest Service 
land, although access is controlled on a few ap-
proaches. The season runs from the first heavy 
snowfall, which can arrive anytime from November 
to January, and continue to April or May. The 
conditions vary the full range from rime ice to 
heavy slush, not to mention the inclusive excellent 
powder and corn! 

Freel Peak (10,881 feet), the high point of Tahoe 
Basin, is located above the south shore and may 
be reached from a few directions. A good way is 
from Hope Valley, where a plowed turnout one 
mile south of Luther Pass allows access to Horse 
Meadow and the south slopes of the peak (the 
private security patrolman informed me that ac-
cess through the posted road was okay in winter). 
Job's Sister and Job's Peak, slightly lower than 
Freel, can also be skied from this point. It is pos-
sible to make a traverse of the massif, descending 
the huge north bowl to High Meadows Road sub-
division, netting over 4,000 feet of downhill drop. 
One must be careful to veer right into the drainage 
that flows out of Star Lake, or else be channeled 
into steep and narrow gullies to the west. 

Stevens and Red Lake Peaks (both 10,061 feet), 
are easily climbed from Carson Pass. A good shut-
tle tour crosses down the north bowl on Stevens, 
which holds great powder long after a storm, and 
thence to Big Meadow and Highway 89. Red Lake 
Peak may require ice chopping for the third-class 
summit crags. 

Pyramid Peak (9,989 feet) can be skied quickly 
from the Twin Bridges on U.S. 50. One may either 
folilow the trail that vaguely starts just east of 
Rocky Creek and climb up the canyon that leads 
to the flat area at 9,200 feet, or follow the ridge 
that plummets down to the store and bar, ascend-
ing granite slabs that weave through the manza-
nita. After a cold storm, the entire route may be 
possible to ski. These south-facing slopes usually 
offer great spring skiing conditions as early as 
February. 

Ralston Peak (9,235 feet) may be skied from  

Echo Lakes, following the ridge after reaching 
Haypress Meadows, or by ascending the south 
slopes directly from Sayles Flat. Mt. Tallac (9,735 
feet) offers some of the steepest touring around. 
The north ridge may be circumvented on the 
northwest to avoid a large rock outcrop, but re-
quires a steep traverse, which in icy conditions will 
be hazardous without an ice axe; however, an ex-
cellent telemarker can certainly link turns down 
the entire slope when the snow is right. 

Rubicon Peak (9,180 feet) has perhaps the 
perfect north slope—just the right angle, ideally 
spaced trees and, of course, the superb vantage 
point from which to take in the view of expansive 
blue! A subdivision about one-half mile north of D. 
L. Bliss State Park allows the access up Lonely 
Gulch. Tinkers Knob (8,949 feet) can be skied 
easily from an overnight stay at the Sierra Club's 
Benson Hut, situated in an extremely aesthetic 
location on the north side of Anderson Peak. The 
hut is generally approached from the plowed end 
of Old Donner Summit Road, bypassing the lifts 
and runs of the downhill resort. Another approach 
(or exit) is Coldstream Canyon which empties at 
the Donner Lake interchange on 1-80. 

On the east shore (Nevada) the summits are less 
distinguished. Genoa Peak (9,150 feet) and South 
Camp Peak (8,866 feet) can both be skied in a tra-
verse from Kingsbury Grade subdivisions to 
Spooner Summit. Snow Valley Peak (9,214 feet), 
with its repeater station found on other Nevada 
side peaks, can be approached via the Marlette 
Lake road from Spooner Summit, or on the side of 
the south-southwest ridge. Mt. Rose (10,776 feet) 
is gained from Tahoe Meadows, skiing along the 
route of the summer trail. An excellent traverse 
can be made of the ridge that leads west along the 
north rim, enabling one to bag the Rose Knobs, 
Peak 9,499 feet, and Martis Peak (8,742 feet) in 
one long shuttle tour to Brockway Summit (High-
way 267). 

Other worthy peaks on the rim include Twin, 
Ellis, and Silver Peaks, all on the west shore, ris-
ing over 8,000 feet. On Ward, Squaw, and Granite 
Chief, the proximity to ski lifts give the climbs 
little meaning. 

There exists a proliferation of guidebooks that 
detail other than mountaineering tours, making 
pleasant ventures to varied points of interest. El 

[1 
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Touri*ng the Alps on Three Pi*ns 
By John Kerrick 

. 

In the Alps there is a long tradition of mountain 
ski touring. On weekends, at some of the more 
popular areas, there are sometimes a couple of 
hundred skiers, young and old, waiting for the 
first lift. From the top of the lift they don skins 
and ascend and traverse to vast stretches of wide 
open skiing. Ofter they ski from one valley to 
another, then board a train for the return trip. I 
wanted to try this kind of touring but found infor-
mation difficult to obtain in the States. A woman 
at the Swiss National Tourist Office in New York 
tried to be helpful, and though she had done a 
stretch of the Haute Route, she couldn't give me 
any useful information on it. However, she did 
send me a Swiss guide bureau's brochure which 
outlined briefly the Haute Route, e.g., "2nd day: 
ascent of Mount Velan and descent to the cabane." 

With this sketchy information I approached Jef. 
Laying a road map of Switzerland on the floor, we 
used the guide's brochure to trace the Haute 
Route. This is hardly the way I prefer to set up a 
trip, and I apologized for the lack of sufficient 
information. "Hell," replied Jef. "This is all I 
need." We were rolling. 

Our main concern was style. We agreed immedi-
ately on a couple of details - no guides and no 
huts. But what kind of skis? Born with alpine skis 
on his feet, Jef has changed styles and become a 
dedicated and graceful telemarker. He'd been 
skiing skinny skis out west for a couple of seasons 
and was committed to taking them to the Alps. 
Though a fairly accomplished alpine skier, I was in 
my first season of x-c downhill and I was thrash-
ing on New England hardpack. Beginner's mind 
and all that be damned—I didn't like looking fool-
ish and getting snow on my rear end. In addition, 
a friend with considerable experience in the Alps 
said, "Nobody, but nobody there skis downhill on 
x-c skis—the mountains are very steep. And 
nobody camps out either." 

By the time we left in early April I had begun to 
find the rhythm of the telemark, and I was 
hooked. We also took the full compliment of winter 
camping equipment and alpine climbing/crevasse 
rescue gear. Paul Ramer told me that numerous 
fine routes exist in Switzerland, so we decided to 
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forego the heavily travelled Haute Route. 
For a week in Lotschental we acclimatized and 

did day trips. To a provincial New England down-
biller the skiing was a revelation—snowfields, and 
snowfields, and snowfields for exhilarating cruis-
ing; peaks, and peaks, and peaks for spectacular 
vistas. It wasn't all heaven, however. Below 2500 
meters the spring snow only allowed skiing until 
noon, and there was a long walk home through 
rotten snow. I also had to relearn some of the 
hazards of alpine weather and terrain. 

On one occasion I momentarily left a party of 
four others to look into an adjacent valley. Return-
ing by a slightly different route, I could not locate 
the others and after a half-hour search in deterior-
rating conditions, I had to make a long solo de-
scent over unfamiliar terrain. Later, the incident 
made a good story in a pub, but I was 
embarrassed by my poor judgment. 

The pass at the head of the Lotschental opens 
into the Concordia ice plateau, which I have 
always wanted to see. By this time we had found 
excellent Swiss geographic survey maps which in-
clude information on ski routes, and we learned 
that some of the best long and high ski tours in 
the Alps are in the Bernese Alps. A large glacial 
basin at 2,800 meters, Concordia is ringed by a 
number of peaks over 4,000 meters, the most 
famous of which are the Jungfrau, Monch, and 
Aletschhorn. 

In light snow we set out from Wiler at 1,400 
meters to reach Lotschenlucke, the pass at 3,200 
meters to Concordia. A steady trickle of skiers 
were descending the Langgletscher as we climbed. 
The day trip from Jungfraujoch to Concordia to 
Lotschenlucke out through Lotschental is one of 
the most popular in Switzerland, not so much be-
cause of the skiing but because of the scenery. A 
few skiers stared at our skis, but we had become 
used to puzzled looks and the question, 
"Langlaufs?" 

For high country touring in the Alps the univer-
sal setup is alpine skis, high plastic boots with lug 
soles and a cuff that can be fixed or free, and bind-
ings like the Ramer which allow heel lift. This gear 
has a definite advantage in icy and mixed condi- 



tions, but I favor lightness and simplicity. 
Despite the snowfall we were generating a lot of 

heat carrying our loads to Lotschenlucke and were 
in our undershirts. One skier warned us that it was 
very cold in the pass. Friends had told us that the 
Swiss tend to overdress, even in summer. Still, a 
couple of days later, while sitting in bright sun 
and wearing shirts only for sunburn protection, we 
were surprised to see five skiers dressed in expedi-
tion parkas, hoods up. 

It was indeed cold and nasty in the pass. The 
Hollandia Hut sits just to one side of the pass, and 
we were tempted to chuck principle and seek 
refuge. As we set camp, the clouds began to break 
and reveal the setting. We were dazzled. 

The next morning while we climbed the 
Ebnefluh, a helicopter passed overhead and 
dropped a party of eight just off the summit. A 
few moments later the party was following a guide 
down the upper bowl and coming toward us. Be-
fore we reached the summit, the helicopter 
returned a couple of times with new parties, and a 
plane landed a bit lower down. Not quite a wilder-
ness experience. Jef had done some helicopter ski-
ing in Utah and was sympathetic. They certainly 
had a long descent through impressive terrain, 
3,900 meters to 1,700 meters, but the guides shep-
herded them along rather quickly —no time to 
linger, explore a side slope, or just behold. 

Despite the aircraft it was magnificent on top. 
Jef and I ate lunch and waited for the snow to 
soften. The first pitch was 25300  and still hard 
when we started down. We paralleled, Jeff hand-
ling it well and I getting by. Further down the 
snow was excellent, and each of us linked telemark 
after telemark. We stayed at the uppermost end of 
the firn and sought slopes away from the trade 
route, laying down tracks on heretofore un-
touched snow. 

Weary but exhilarated, we returned to the tent 
for a midafternoon siesta, then moved camp six 
kilometers down the Aletschfirn. For the next four 
days our agenda was similar: hopping about in the 
early morning cold, waiting for the first hot drink 
and the sun, climbing a peak or large snowfield, 
skiing until the early afternoon heat became op-
pressive, and moving camp in the late afternoon. 
We had some memorable runs, and our skiing im-
proved considerably. We were particularly pleased 
at learning to telemark well with full packs. 

In the afternoon of the sixth day, we began our 
journey back through the Lotschenlucke as clouds  

and light snow began to reduce visibility. The 
Bernese Alps are famous for bad weather and four 
and a half days of clear weather were remarkably 
fortunate. In fact, for seven of eight days following 
the trip, the region was socked in by low clouds 
and snow. The steep section descending from the 
pass was frozen ruts and very difficult to negotiate 
in limited visibility. The rubble of a large ava-
lanche was a further hindrance. During our trip 
the snow was very stable, and we saw only occas-
ional afternoon slides of sun-softened snow. We 
did, however, have our wits scared out of us in the 
Gmunhorn Pass. While we were removing our skins 
in the middle of the pass, there was a tremendous 
thunder clap. I thought the world was surely com-
ing down on our heads. Moments later we were 
staring at each other and beginning to realize we 
were still intact. A Swiss jet, making a low pass, 
had dropped a sonic boom on us. I have asked that 
the pilot and his offspring be visited by an 
earthquake. 

Once at the end of the Langgletscher, our trip 
was over but for a day's walk down the valley. I 
was thankful for our safety. Because of the limited 
visibility, we roped up to pass a heavily crevassed 
section of the glacier, but other than that our 
glacier travel had been accomplished without inci-
dent. Though we saw many other parties, none 
were ever roped and we followed local custom. 
That night I went to sleep gratified that the trip 
had gone so well. My self-congratulations were 
premature. 

It was still snowing the next morning and a 
wind had begun to shake the tent. We had bor-
rowed the tent from a friend who had said, "You'll 
really,  like this tent. It sets easily and sheds the 
wind beautifully." It certainly was easy to set. I 
crawled out first and fired up the stove, puttering 
around while waiting for the water to boil and Jef 
to stir. Just as I was about to make my first drink, 
a tremendous gust hit my back, nearly knocking 
me down. Jef cried out behind me, and I turned to 
see the tent in shambles, upside down, pegs 
ripped from the soft snow. It was chaos inside and 
not much better outside. I held the tent from flap-
ping and shredding itself while Jef thrashed about 
inside trying to find some clothes. Later, while 
walking down the valley, we found the incident 
hilarious, especially Jef's account of his sudden 
rude reversal in the midst of a morning 
meditation. But the condition of the tent was a 
sobering reminder of the vicissitudes of fate in 
high places. LII 

. 
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OF bOtIVIA 
Text by Pieter Crow and Mike McWherter 
with excerpts from the writings of Rudolf Dienst 

S 

With Sir Martin Conway's ascent of Illimani in 1898, the 
birth of modern mountaineering in Bolivia began. Not 
long after Conway, Annie Peck arrived in Bolivia (1903) 
hoping to ascend the highest point of the Ancohuma-
Illampu Massif. She referred to this great bulk variously 
as Mt. Sorata and Illampu. From her book, In Search of 
the Apex of America, it appears that she was really at-
tempting to climb Ancohuma. Her 1903 attempt did not 
get very far due to poor weather, uncooperative porters, 
and disagreements with her guides. Ms. Peck returned 
again in 1904 with new guides. She was able to reach the 
glacier and a point she believed was higher on the moun-
tain than Conway had attained in 1898. Ms. Peck, like 
Conway, had designs on unclimbed Sajama. But, instead, 
she opted for a try on the unclimbed Huascaran in Peru; a 
choice which was to bring her back several times until she 
was able to claim an ascent of the north summit. 

It was not until 1939 that Sajama, the highest mountain 
in Bolivia, was finally ascended. The lateness of its ascent 
was not so much due to its difficulty as to its remoteness. 

German-speaking mountaineers were the most active 
early climbers throughout the Andes, Bolivia included, a 
fact not generally appreciated by English-speaking climb-
ers. Most of the literature describing these pioneer climbs 
was written in German. As a result, according to British 
bibliographer W. R. Neate, German climbing in the Andes 
constitutes one of the two worst gaps in English-language 
mountaineering literature (the other gap is Japanese 
climbing in general). In order to remedy this situation, at 
least partially, we offer the readers of Summit this series, 
which to our knowledge is the first detailed account in 
English of German climbing in Bolivia. 

The excerpts from Rudolf Dienist's writings were 
translated by Pieter Crow and appear here with the per-
mission of the Austrian and German Alpine Clubs. Now, 
let's take a look at this fascinating area of mountaineer-
ing history. 

ililmani, Second Ascent, 1915 
At the outbreak of World War I the German mountain-

eers Eugen Bengel, Rudolf Dienst, E. Overlack, and Adolf 
Schulze found themselves in and around La Paz, and soon 
the nearby Cordillera Real had cast its spell on them. 
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"Within a short time," wrote Dienst, "there were scarcely 
any 16,000-foot peaks in the vicinity of La Paz that one or 
another of us, or all together, had not visited. Mururata 
(18,950 feet) and Taquesi (18,400 feet) were easily climbed 
by Schulze, and others were conquered by Bengel and 
myself." 

Incidentally, Schulze's climbs of Mururata and Taquesi 
during World War I were first ascents which escaped the 
notice of Andean historians. It was thought that the first 
ascents of these peaks took place in 1931 and 1940, respec-
tively—a case in point of how inadequately German climb-
ing in the Andes is known. 

In late May, 1915, seventeen years after Conway's first 
ascent, Adolf Schulze, Eugen Bengel, Rudolf Dienst, and 
E. Overlack started from the Chungamano gold mine, 
where Overlack and Schulze were employed, for an at-
tempt on Illimani. From the mine, located at 6,500 feet in 
the subtropical jungle northeast of the great peak, they 
made their approach, accompanied by five porters. They 
made Camp 1 at 13,000 feet, where there was still grazing 
for the horses. With four porters, the climbers advanced 
on foot to Camp 2, at 16,000 feet. At this point the porters 
refused to go higher because the ground had become too 
steep for them. 

From Camp 2 the four Germans followed a ridge cov-
ered with broken slate and reached the summit of 17,600-
foot Illimani Negro,an outlying peak southeast of Illimani. 
They then went around a massive icefall by chopping 
steps up a narrow tongue of snow and continued in deep 
snow. The first bivouac was in a bergschrund. They had 
brought a stove with them, but no sleeping bags. Half 
asleep, half lying, half sitting, they shivered through the 
night. Slowly they headed towards the south summit of 
Illimani in soft snow. At midday, four hours were spent 
chopping steps up a steep ice wall to reach the upper 

plateau. Finally, at 7 P.M., they arrived at the saddle 
directly below the summit. Dienst's description of the 
bivouac which follows illustrates the harsh conditions 
they endured: 

1. Rudolf Dienst, "Caca-Aca oder Huayna Potosi, 6228m.," Die Alpen, 

1926, p.  122. All other quotes in this article are from Dienst's "Bergfahrten 
in B olivien," Zeitschrift des Deu tschen und Desterreichischen A ipenvereins, 
1927, pp.  91-105. 



"It's pitch black all around us, except for the far distant 
shimmering lights of La Paz. Oh, you lucky ones down 
there! A resting place awaits you, while we, exhausted 
after four days of climbing at heights to which the condor 
scarcely rises, must pass another night in the cold snow 
with almost nothing to eat. Luck is with us. We find a 
cave in the highest crevasse on the mountain and here we 
are protected from the wind, but the ground beneath our 
feet sounds hollow. The floor of the cave in which we are 
standing is just a thin wall of ice above the precipice! Who 
knows how far down it drops beneath us? This bivouac is 
much worse than the last. To our great misfortune, the 
stove was left behind in the lower cave. The small amount 
of food remaining is divided among us, and then we 
huddle closely together to pass the second night on the 
ice. Paralyzing fatigue is soon shaken off. Despite every-
thing, spirits are not low, no, they are almost high, with a 
kind of grim gallows humor. We are too near our goal to 
doubt success. A little piece of milk chocolate and a sip of 
ice water makes up breakfast. This night, too, 
has passed!" 

The next morning they continued their ascent. At the 
saddle, they turned left (south) and traversed along the 
ridge. They reached the summit at 7:30 A.M. on May 29. 
Overlack, who had climbed without an ice axe, laboriously 
carried up a ten-foot flag pole. The pole, with a huge 
German flag, was planted on the summit. 

The First Ascent of Huayna Potosi, 1919 
Huayna Potosi was the next great peak of the Cordil-

lera Real to be climbed. The literal meaning of Huayna 
Potosi is "young" or "New" Potosi. Potosi is the name of 
another mountain in Bolivia which proved to have rich 
silver deposits. A mine at the base of Huayna Potosi was 
named "New" Potosi, likely by hopeful miners. The peak 
probably derived its name from the mine. Originally the 
peak was called Caca Aca, a name which appears on older 
maps. 

One of the German climbers of Illimani, Rudolf Dienst, 
was especially enchanted by the challenge offered by 
Huayna Potosi. He made several attempts, all of which 
were repulsed by weather or technical difficulties. On one 
of these attempts, in 1916, he found a cave at 18,000 feet 
that was later used during the successful ascent of 1919. 
He might have tried the peak sooner, but as he wrote: 

"It was several years before I returned to the moun-
tain. The difficulties that went with black-listing during 
the war kept us occupied. I went down to the hot plains to 
fulfill a long desire to be near the wonders of the tropics. I 
returned to the high country in early 1919." 

All of Dienst's earlier mountaineering companions had 
gone away or were unavailable, but in fellow German 
Otto Lohse he found a suitable partner. Lohse managed a 
tin mine at 14,700 feet on Chacaltaya. The mine was near 
Huayna Potosi and provided a logical starting point for 
the expedition. 

Early in May, 1919, a runner was sent from the mine to 
La Paz to notify Dienst that good weather had set in. 
Dienst reached the mine on May 7. He spent the 8th 
making short excursions to acclimatize to the altitude (al-
most 3,000 feet higher than La Paz). 

On the afternoon of the 9th, Dienst and Lohse, accom-
panied by four men from the mine, reached Zongo Pass 
directly at the foot of the southern slopes of Huayna 
Potosi. The icefall at the start of the route, which had 
exhausted and slowed them down on previous attempts, 
was passed on the left. They worked up the north side of 
the southeast ridge with three of the men (who were 
carrying 50 pounds each). They had to do some delicate 
balancing on a sharp moraine. 

Dienst worried that the porters might not be equal to 
the task. In any event, they worked out better than ex-
pected, and he commented: 

"Aha! the lads are used to rock and ice. They dig their 
mining tunnels in the immediate vicinity of snow-covered 
rock. Such men as these are what we need." 

Nevertheless steep stretches of rock and ice made the 
going difficult for the porters, who were wearing only 
sandals. A rope was used to help them up. The cave dis-
covered in 1916 was reached. Dienst and Lohse went back 
part of the way with the men until they were out of 
danger. Then they climbed back up and installed a camp 
in the cramped quarters of the cave. 

The next day they headed west-northwest, roped up on 
a snow slope, and were soon face to face with seracs, 
snowed-over crevasses, and gaping abysses. After they 
passed this difficult stretch they stood on a broad, nearly 
level field of snow at the foot of the south summit of 
Millumi (a secondary summit of Huayna Potosi). They 
strolled towards the east ridge, where they discovered a 
steep face that looked impossible. For the moment they 
lost hope of success. Dienst wrote: 

"Just as we prepare to turn back, I notice a 
south-facing slope that is still in the shadows. It is very 
steep, but it won't hurt to take a look at it! 

"I cross the bergschrund surprisingly quickly and then 
start up the wall. The rope runs out three times. It's 
difficult! I must cut handholds in the hard snow. One more 
pullup and I stand breathing heavily in the bright sunlight 
again. The view is unobstructed up the wide snow slope 
to the broad saddle between the two summits. 

"The way to the saddle is clear. After hours of tiring 
snow climbing we reach the saddle. The north ridge, 
along which we are to reach the summit, comes into view 
and our hopes are shattered for the second time that day. 

"In elegant, knife-sharp curves crowned with enormous 
cornices, the ridge snakes its way to the summit. Our 
gaze wanders helplessly back and forth over the steep 
walls above the bergschrund and back to the summit of 
Milluni, which would be easy to reach in a few minutes on 
the rock. Our gaze continues down to the green and grey 

to page 10, please 
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Climber, Gary Baum, rappelling at 20,000 feet on Ancohuma's north face. Peak in back-
ground is Illampu. 
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Ancohuma's west side as seen from Achacachi. Illampu can be seen on the left. 
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colored plateau and to the distant shimmering blue 
waters of Lake Titicaca, the land-locked Bolivian sea. Far 
away a long range of mountains glitters in the sun. They 
seem to rise higher and higher until their summits are 
lost in the clouds. Looking at all this I am overwhelmed 
with the inexhaustible majesty of nature. It seems that 
my soul is strengthened. Driven by a spurt of determina-
tion, I get up without saying a word, take a few paces for-
ward and step onto the hard snow of the knife-edge ridge. 
Lohse follows. Proceeding along the narrow ridge we 
make a dizzing route crawling over the dented, curv-
ing crest. 

"But then comes a level stretch which is so narrow that 
it is unthinkable to walk upright. The walls to the left and 
right drop away precipitously, making it impossible to 
straighten up. 

"There is only one thing for it: I slide along as if riding 
a horse, my crampons clawing opposite sides of the ridge. 

"Up on our feet again, we take a few steps in good snow 
and finally reach our goal. 

"But no, once again we are disappointed and we fear 
the highest point may be inaccessible. After a dip the 
ridge rises steeply to the true summit, which sticks into 
the blue sky like a white tooth. It is scarcely fifteen feet 
higher than where we are now, but quite sharp and 
capped on the left by a cornice, while the right side is so 
steep that the slope disappears from sight after a 
few yards. 

"Keeping somewhat right of the cornice, I go on. Five 
more run-outs of our 65-foot rope, and I stand on the sum-
mit. After so many unsuccessful attempts, Caca Aca falls 
at last. 

"It is three in the afternoon. Lohse remains where he is 
standing, for the cornice will not bear the weight of two 
people at the same time. We take a summit picture, and 
make some level sightings. For a few minutes we watch 
the boiling fog below, pushed toward us from the Zongo 
Valley, and we examine the rocky pinnacles beneath our 
feet to the north. 

"Lohse declines to exchange places with me, and we de-
scend with utmost care. True happiness at having reached 
the summit does not come until we are back at the saddle 
where we shake hands congratulating each other on the 
fine success. 

"The silver disc of the moon is already sailing high 
above us in the black sky as we arrive at the cave. The 
snow crunches under our feet and our breath comes out 
in white puffs. 

"But we are not cold; our success makes us feel warm. 
All our being glows with a noble fire and we rejoice at 
having been permitted to leave the drudgery of everyday 
life far below." 

The First Ascent of Ancohuma, 1919 
Adolf Schulze, a member of the 1915 Illimani ascent, 

soon heard about the climb of Huayna Potosi and invited 
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Dienst to join forces with him for an attempt on 
Ancohuma. Dienst readily accepted, and together with a 
Mr. Zwirnmann (Schulze's assistant at the mine near 
Illampu), they approached Ancohuma from the west. 
Their starting point was the Hucumarini mine at 10,600 
feet where Schulze chose the three strongest men as 
porters and outfitted them with nailed boots and warm 
socks. The six-man caravan left the mine on June 7, 1919. 
Schulze and Dienst reached the summit four days later. 

The first night was spent above the Londres mine at 
13,000 feet. The next day they continued on to 17,600 feet 
after which the porters returned to the site of the first 
camp. In the morning the three climbers broke camp at 4 
A.M. and traveled eastward through a deeply cut valley. 
Zwirnmann had no mountaineering experience and had to 
turn back just as daylight was beginning to make their 
route visible. His whole body shook—the altitude was too 
great for him. With heavy hearts, they unroped 
Zwirnmann and watched him take his first few steps 
downhill. However, the route thus far had been easy over 
the gently sloping glacier. Zwirnmann could easily bypass 
the crevasses crossed so far. Dienst and Schulze con-
tinued their ascent of what they believed to be the 
highest mountain in the country, although, in fact, 
Ancohuma is the third highest. Dienst wrote: 

"The ascent of the highest mountain in Bolivia would 
now have to be done by a party of two. The bone-hard 
snow became softer with every step. It was hard work to 
break trail. We changed the lead every half hour, but all 
the same we advanced at an ever slower snail's pace. An 
avalanche slope covered with ice debris gave us a 
welcome change. Jumping from block to block, we at last 
reached a high pass interrupting a ridge which runs from 
Achacachi in the south and directly to the summitz of 
Ancohuma. 

"Far below our feet lay the flat glacier rising from the 
south on which Sir Martin Conway had toiled with guides 
and sleds twenty-one years before. He had to abandon the 
struggle at the foot of the summit face on account of ava-
lanche danger—just as he was stretching out his hand for 
the reward of a six-week siege on the mountain. 

"To the southwest there appeared a large lagoon 
behind which rose a sea of pinnacles and towers that were 
unnamed and unexplored; a paradise for the climber in-
tent upon first ascents. 

"The route was now becoming more interesting. We 
made a right-angle turn to the north and continued over a 
narrow band of snow. Then we turned a corner and stood 
at the foot of a steep east-facing wall which led up to the 
summit of Haukana, 19,700 feet, the southernmost sum-
mit of Ancohuma. Now we saw our goal for the first time 
close at hand, the snow dome of Ancohuma. Nearby was 
the southeast face on which Conway failed. 

"We climbed over the round hump of Haukana. Oh, no! 
There was a break in the ridge—a deep depression lay be- 

to page 25, please 
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Text and Photography by Stewart Aitl 

Ann and I had just begun climbing up the steep 
ravine when I noticed a pecked petroglyph on a 
massive red block of Supai Sandstone. The ten-
inch high drawing depicted a human form with up-
raised arms as though being held-up at gun point. 
Some Hopi Indians say that this type of a figure 
represents a wuya, a clan deity or holy man. The 
upraised arms show that he is not hiding anything 
up his sleeves; in other words, he is telling the 
truth. 

Why was this wuya here? Was he telling us, 
"Yes, this is the way out of the canyon"? The dis-
tant rim and forbidding cliffs concealed the 
answer. 

One hundred years ago, geologist Clarence 
Dutton wrote in his classic work Tertiary History 
of the Grand Canyon District that only four routes 
existed from rim to river in the 300-mile length of 
the Grand Canyon. Little did he realize that 
ancient peoples had been exploring the canyon's 
depths for 4,000 years, perhaps even longer. 

There is an ancient Chinese classic entitled Shan 
Hai King written about 2250 B.C. that describes a 
voyage across the "Great Eastern Sea" and then a 
2,000-mile journey in the land beyond. Some 
scholars believe that there are accurate descrip-
tions of American geography, including the Grand 
Canyon which is called by the narrator "The Great 
Luminous Canyon." 

It's debatable whether or not the Chinese were 
the first tourists to the Grand Canyon; however, 
by 2000 B.C. someone was venturing into the 
abyss and depositing small, animal figurines in 

The Wuya. Pointing the way? 

remote, almost inaccessible caves. These figurines 
were fashioned out of willow twigs. The twigs were 
first split lengthwise, then twisted and wrapped 
into deer- and sheep-like shapes. 

Who these people were is lost in antiquity. Diag-
nostic stone spearheads found near the canyon 
suggest that these people may have been part of 
the Pinto Basin - Desert Culture, an enigmatic 
hunting and gathering people that wandered the 
Intermountain West 2,500 to 8,000 years ago. 
These people apparently left the canyon region by 
1000 B.C., and there was an hiatus of 1,500 years 
before humans once again ventured into the 
Grand Canyon. 

These new people lived and hunted within the 
mile-high walls of the canyon. Archaeologists rec-
ognize two different but similar cultures living 
simultaneously in the canyon. In the eastern half 
were the Anasazi; in the western section lived the 
Cohonina. They explored every corner of the great 
canyon. Routes were discovered through the cliffs 
that go from the rim to the river. Some of these, 
such as the route off of the Desert Facade to the 
mouth of the Little Colorado, border on technical 
rock climbing. Most of these early trails were 
maintained through use, but in a few cases actual 
trail construction was performed, perhaps a small 
retaining wall of stones, a propped up log ladder, 
or steps carved in a cliff face. In Marble Canyon 
(the upper Grand Canyon), just a little upriver 
from President Harding Rapid, is an Anasazi 
"bridge." It is perched high on the Redwall Lime-
stone cliff but doesn't seem to lead anywhere. Its 

. 
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Lowering packs in 
Tuckup Canyon, a 
cross-country route. 

function is a mystery. Other trails go to springs 
and seeps and to caves where ochre, salt, and blue 
copper ore could be gathered for secret, magical 
ceremonies. 

The well-dressed hiking Anasazi and Cohonina 
wore sandals to ward off the sharp rocks and 
prickly plants so common in the canyon. These 
sandals were of two types. Yucca leaves were 
woven together to form a wickerwork sandal. 
Often the leaf ends were left loose except at the 
heel which provided a decorative fringe and extra 
padding for the sole. The other type of sandal was 
woven from cord made from the fibers of the 
yucca leaf. 

Like the earlier culture, the Anasazi and 
Cohonina, too, eventually abandoned the canyon. 
By 1150 A.D. only the paw prints of coyotes and 
hoof tracks of deer marked the old trails. 

About 1300 A.D., Cerbat Indians, ancestors of 
the present-day Hualapai and Havasupai, began to 
enter the canyon from the lower Colorado River 
Valley. They spread as far east as the Little 
Colorado River but stayed primarily south of the 
Colorado River. Instead of sandals, they wore 
leather moccasins. They discovered new routes and 
reused the faint Anasazi and Cohonina trails. 

Meanwhile, Southern Paiutes made seasonal 
trips to the North Rim - Kaibab area to hunt deer 
and gather wild plants. The Paiutes would occas-
ionally cross the Colorado and raid the Cerbats. 
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Crossing the 
Little Colorado River near 

an Anasazi route. 

The Cerbats would retaliate. One possible route is 
via Mohawk and Stairway Canyons in western 
Grand Canyon. 

The prehistoric period ended in 1540 when 
Spanish conquistador Garcia Lopez de Cardenas 
spent three days searching for a way into the 
canyon. Ironically, he and his men had been led to 
the canyon's rim by Hopi, who knew many ways 
into the canyon but did not reveal this knowledge. 
At least since the 14th century, Hopi had descend-
ed into the canyon to gather sacred salt and other 
magical substances. 

Another group of native Americans, the Navajo, 
reached the Grand Canyon country sometime in 
the late 18th century, but rarely descended into 
the abyss. Some Navajos may have hidden in the 
canyon in 1863 while Christopher "Kit" Carson 
was attempting to incarcerate this tribe. 

Over 200 years would pass before another white 
man would visit the canyon. On June 20th, in the 
fateful year, 1776, a Franciscan missionary, 
Francisco Tomas Garces, entered the "Rio 
Jabesua" (Havasu Canyon) via a wooden ladder 
fastened to a cliff face. Garces named the muddy 
river the "Rio Colorado" and the great canyon 
"Puerto de Bucareli" (Bucareli's Pass). Bucareli 
was a viceroy of New Spain. 

During the last quarter of the 18th century and 
the first half of the 19th, there is precious little 
information concerning human activities within 
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weap Rapid. 

SUMMIT / Nov-Dec., 1982 13 

:* 

I 

- - 
414 

:•'' - 

- - - 

• -.'; .• 

- -, 

.J 
.? • 



. 

the Grand Canyon. Mountain men and trappers no 
doubt penetrated the region but left few records. 

In 1858, Lieutenant Joseph Christmas Ives de-
scended Diamond Creek to the Colorado. Later, 
the expedition traveled eastward to Havasu 
Canyon and one of the men started down the route 
that Garces had followed 82 years before. While on 
the ladder, a rung broke, and the man was "pre-
cipitated into the abyss." Fortunately he was un-
hurt and went on to visit with the Havasupai 
Indians. Upon his return, he was pulled out of the 
canyon with gun slings tied together. 

In 1869, geologist John Wesley Powell made his 
historic river run through the Grand Canyon. The 
hardships of the journey left little time for explor-
ation away from the water's edge. Near the end of 
the trip, three of Powell's men left the expedition 
and discovered a route to the rim via Separation 
Canyon. Unfortunately, they were killed by 
Indians. 

The following year, Mormon missionary Jacob 
Hamblin and Paiute chief Chuarrumpeak located 
trails and springs in the Grand Canyon region to 
help Powell's further scientific studies and for 
Mormon expansion. 

The last 30 years of the 19th century saw an 
ever increasing amount of exploitation of the can-
yon's resources. Timber was lumbered on the rims, 
grazing of livestock occurred both within the can-
yon and on the rims, and prospectors, such as Seth 
Tanner and Louis Boucher, searched for gold and 
silver but found copper and asbestos. 

By 1883 hardy tourists were bouncing in 
wagons from Peach Springs to the bottom of the 
Grand Canyon at Diamond Creek. The next year, a 
Mrs. Ayer became the first white woman to de-
scend into the Grand Canyon. She walked down 
prospector John Hance's trail below Horse-
shoe Mesa. 

Most of the miners found more riches in the 
tourist business than in the canyon's minerals, so 
they developed their trails into riding and walk-
ing paths. 

One of the more notable tourists was General 
John J. Pershing. He visited the Grand Canyon in 
1889 when he was a 29-year-old second lieutenant. 
He and three friends became lost and probably 
would have died of thirst except a Havasupai 
found them and led them to Hance's ranch. Persh-
ing would later remark that the Grand Canyon 
would make an excellent border between France 
and Germany. 

Up until the 1960's, relatively few people were 
interested in hiking the Grand Canyon for pleas-
ure. Most of the early backpackers were rangers or 
local residents. A few came from distant places 
and occasionally were climbers. One famous climb-
ing expedition took place in 1937. 

The American Museum of Natural History was 
interested in finding out whether or not unique 
animals lived on the canyon's isolated buttes. An 
alpine guide was hired to lead the scientists to the 
top of Shiva Temple. The newspapers began to 
exaggerate the purpose of the trip, even suggest-
ing that the expedition was in search of dinosaurs. 
The scientists found the animals on Shiva to be no 
different than those on the nearby canyon rim. 

Probably the canyon's most famous hiker is 
Colin Fletcher, who in 1963 walked from Havasu 
Canyon east to the Little Colorado, swam across 
the Colorado River, and exited via the Nankoweap 
Trail. He described his epic journey in the book 
The Man Who Walked Through Time. But 
Fletcher had not done his canyon trek trusting 
blind fate and sturdy legs. He sought out all the 
information he could find about inner canyon hik-
ing. He talked to rangers, packers, geologists, and 
river guides. "But before long it dawned on me 
that when it came to extensive hiking in remote 
parts of the canyon, none of them really knew 
what he was talking about. So I set about tracking 
down the experts on foot travel. In the end I dis-
covered that they totaled one: a math professor at 
Arizona State College in Flagstaff. . 

In 1945, Harvey Butchart came to Flagstaff to 
begin a teaching career and hiked into the Grand 
Canyon for the first time. As a mathematician 
would, Butchart began a systematic exploration of 
the inner canyon. First came the actively used 
trails, then the old abandoned trails and, finally, 
cross-country hiking and climbing routes. He rec-
onnoitered routes from the air, talked to old 
Havasupais, gleaned historic books, journals, 
photographs, and maps for information. Now 
retired from teaching, but not from hiking and 
climbing, Butchart knows more about Grand 
Canyon routes than anyone else alive, maybe even 
more than the ancient Anasazi and Cohonina. 

Ann and I are following one of these prehistoric 
routes rediscovered by Butchart. I pick up a flake 
of orange chert. The edge has obviously been 
worked into a sharp blade. Sandals, moccasins, 
and vibrams have passed this way. We are almost 
to the rim. The wuya had told us the truth. 11 
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By Ed Reilly 

It is my firm belief that there does not exist a 
serious northwest climber who has not done a Fred 
Beckey route. While never intentionally doing so, I 
have spent a good deal of the last fifteen years fol-
lowing Beckey's pioneering efforts. These climbs, 
ranging from enjoyable (Forbidden Peak, West 
Ridge) to intense (Mt. Hood, Yocum Ridge), have 
without exception been rewarding. With this 
experience for a background, it was with high ex-
pectations that I and four climbing companions 
set out this last July to climb Mt. Adams 
(Washington State) via Adams Glacier. To avoid 
dragging out the suspense, let me say right now, it 
was one of the most outstanding glacier routes I 
have ever done. 

From the Mountaineers Camp on the north side 
of Mt. Adams, the Adams Glacier can be seen in 
full view cascading down between rock walls from 
the summit ice cap. A 4:00 a.m. start had us rop-
ing up under the icefall at 5:00 a.m. The route was 
not steep, rarely exceeding 400,  and we stayed 
generally to the right side of the glacier. 

Approximately one-third of the way up the glac-
ier, we encountered our first short problem. Even 
in early season, the Adams Glacier can be quite 
broken; and, as a result, we were forced to front-
point a 12-foot ice step. Just beyond the step we 
found ourselves negotiating a series of snow 
bridges that appeared to have only a week or so 
life left in them. We eased our way over these 
bridges with no particular difficulty and continued 
our way up the 350 

- 401  slopes on the right side of 
the glacier. 

The middle portion of the route presented no 
problems to speak of, and we made rapid progress. 
While the right side of the glacier was relatively 
free of bad breakup and gave us trouble-free pas-
sage in many areas, the left side of the glacier was 
badly crevassed and choked with ice blocks for 
almost the entire length of the glacier. Only near 
the very upper portions of the glacier, where it be-
gins to merge with the summit ice cap, does the 
breakup on the left reduce considerably. 

As we neared the upper reaches of the Adams 
Glacier, we determined that we might be able to  

force the route in a more straightforward fashion 
rather than make the long traverse left to finish 
the route in the usual fashion. Because it was still 
early season, the breakup confronting us was not 
too intimidating and appeared that it might go. In 
any event, it was obvious from where we were that 
the normal finish to the left could be completed 
without difficulty, and that the slight variation we 
had opted for might be just the right touch to cap 
off a fine route. 

The variation we chose put us in immediate con-
frontation with a 20-foot ice wall. About 15 feet up 
the wall, we found a mixed ice/rock gap that we 
climbed through to a small platform at the edge of 
a crevasse with its far lip some 10 feet above us. 
Following a ledge along the side of the crevasse, 
we came to a portion of the crevasse that was 
choked with small, tenous looking ice blocks. We 
crossed the crevasse at this point, using a swim-
ming technique; that is to say, we got down on our 
belly and crossed the blocks by disbursing our 
weight over as many of the blocks at one time as 
possible. Once across, we had only to pick our way 
across a few large snow bridges and up a final 401  
slope to the long, gentle (15°) slopes of the 
summit area. 

We were on the summit by 12:10 p.m.; and, 
while we were the only party to do the Adams 
Glacier Route this day, we found the summit quite 
crowded. Most had come up either the South Spur 
or North Ridge routes and all were in high spirits. 
The slightly overcast skies had made for an excel-
lent day of climbing. 

As we made our way down the long and tedious 
North Ridge Route, I had time to reflect on the 
day's climb. Certainly the climb had been every-
thing I have come to expect from a Fred Beckey 
route. The Adams Glacier is spectacular in its 
presentation. The route, itself, straightforward. 
And, while the route in early season presents no 
serious technical difficulties, there does exist a 
short problem or two that requires one to keep his 
mind on his climbing. I sincerely wish to thank 
Mr. Beckey for opening up the routes the rest of 
us have followed. El 
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View of the Popes Nose, Colorado. 

Co/orac/o's Remote Crag 
Text and Photography by Ken Trout 

S 

The Popes Nose is Colorado's most remote high 
quality crag. It is located in a region of the 
Weminuche Wilderness where the peaks hardly 
reach timberline, and it is marked on the Rio 
Grande and San Juan National Forest maps. 

At least five routes have been climbed on the 
Popes Nose. The longer routes all required varying 
amounts of direct aid and bolting. The wall does 
not yet have a big free route to match the long 
approach, and may never become popular. It is 
well worth the fee to have one of the packers at 
Vallacito Reservoir carry your heavy gear. The 
pack trains of gleeful tourists galloping past you 
on the dusty trail will be much less aggravating if 
you are not burdened with a heavy load. 

Chalice Wall (IV,5.9,A2) was the original route 
up the wall done in 1970. It follows the obvious 
central depression and passes the summit over-
hang with airy nailing. A hammerless ascent may 
be possible up this somewhat crumbly climb. 
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Central Buttress (IV, 5.9+,A2) was not given a 
name by the first ascent climbers from Durango. 
On the buttress left of Chalice Wall, halfway up 
the face, a left facing dihedral leads up to an un-
likely headwall, which was done with less than a 
dozen aid moves. This route is blessed with good 
climbing and might be done hammerless. 

Thunder Road (IV, 5.9,A3) was the third major 
route done on the Popes Nose and is just left of 
the Central Buttress. A hefty rack is necessary. 

Brain Damage (5.9+) is a relatively short free 
climb on the apron section of the wall. Any at-
tempt by the Chalice Wall party to create a sensi-
ble route name nomenclature for the Popes Nose 
was abortioned by the naming of this route. 

Contraceptive Cracks (IV, 5.9,A3+). Born again 
free climbers are not likely to be interested in this 
exquisitely clean aid route. Some pins, copper-
heads, bat hooks, and large friends are needed to 
climb the smooth prow to the right of Chalice 
Wall. 



THE HIGH MOUNTAINS OF BOLIVIA 
from page 10 

fore us. Not until a long way off did the ridge rise again. 
It formed a second dome followed by another notch and 
then a steep knife-edged ridge that ended just short of 
the summit. 

"Onward! The second dome was reached, and the knife-
edged ridge stretched out in front of us menacingly, with 
alarming steepness, but the snow seemed to be good. 

"In order to reach the foot of the ridge, we would have 
to traverse a needle-thin crest of blue ice topped left and 
right by unstable cornices. Carefully I ran the rope out, 
but soon the ridge became so narrow that I turned back. 
To continue would be acrobatics, not mountain climbing. 

"Repulsed! We had come higher on Ancohuma than any 
other mountain climber before us, and that by a new 
route. Would we have to turn back, too? Meanwhile, the 
west flank of the summit massif had come into view and 
seemed to rise at an easy angle directly to the summit. 
There was a safe and simple route! 

"So we headed down to the enormous plateau that occu-
pies the entire west flank of the mountain. We began to 
climb down, but the slope became steeper and steeper. 
We stuck to the face of blue ice, cutting steps for several 
exhausting hours. At last we were down. With a regretful 
glance upward, Schuize said, 'The ridge would not have 
been harder!' He was right. But now we were further 
from our goal. It was already 4 P.M. Better to retreat and 
come back later! 

"In a straight line we made for our camp. We slogged 
through deep snow across the plateau to cut off the angle 
we had made that morning. An unstable but easy rock 
ridge brought us down quickly. A light flickered in camp, 
and at 8:30 P.M. we took the last few steps off the flat 
glacier. 

'Did you reach the top?' Zwirnmann asked. To our 
lasting regret we had to say, 'No.' But we knew the route 
now, and the mountain would certainly be ours. Despite 
the hard ground underneath us, we slept well and did not 
get up until the sun struck the tips of our noses which 
were sticking out of wool caps and blankets. 

"And now we were faced with a difficult question. The 
porters were due up today to carry down our gear. What 
to do? Send them down and ask them to return later? 
That wouldn't work! The men were needed at the mine. 
Finally, one of us came up with a solution: Zwirnmann 
would go down with the men and all the gear. Schulze and 
I rested in camp under the warm sun the whole day. We 
planned to make the second attempt that night, and the 
moon would illuminate our route. Easier said than done! 
For when night fell, the undertaking seemed harder than 
it had in the bright sunshine. 

"Shivering in the gusty wind, we roped up and climbed 
down the rocks to the g1acier Walking slowly up an easy  

route makes one's thoughts wander. What a strange idea, 
to set out for an ascent of the highest mountain in Bolivia 
in June, nearly the coldest month, at 7 o'clock at night! 
The silence of death depressed me. 

"The moon stood above us, shining its silver light on 
the white slopes of the mountain. 

"Many times during the first hour I wanted to say, 
'Let's go back.' But the words never came to my lips, and 
gradually I resigned myself to the ordeal. Mechanically 
my legs moved over the snow. The terrible cold left only 
one thought in my numbed brain: 'Upwards.' 

"It was nearly 1 A.M. We were at the pass. The wind 
attacked us with tremendous fury. Fatigue was over-
whelming me. In this emergency we found an ice cave 
which at least saved us from the awful wind, but not from 
the deadly cold that seemed to flow out of the grim, blue 
ice surrounding us on all sides. 

"At daybreak we were almost frozen stiff, and still the 
sun did not come, bringing with it warmth and life. Thick, 
wind-blown fog, covered the cold flanks of the mountain, 
and not until the third try did we succeed in coming out of 
the cave. As we stepped onto the east flank of the moun-
tain, the sun greeted us with its warm rays. 

"At 4 o'clock in the afternoon we finally reached the 
summit of Ancohuma. Up until the last moment, high alti-
tude, fatigue, strong wind, and soft snow conspired to 
snatch away the palm branch of success. 

"We succeeded nevertheless. In the raging storm we 
stepped upon the round dome of the summit. With frozen 
hands we planted our flag. We took a photograph to the 
north, where the many-pinnacled and stretched-out form 
of Illampu rose, and another to the south toward the 
rounded humps of Haukana. All too soon we had to start 
the descent; we could only endure a few minutes on the 
top of Ancohuma. 

"Success had uplifted our spirits so much that we de-
cided to descend by a new route to the great notch be-
tween Ancohuma and Illampu. This bold undertaking also 
succeeded despite our weakened condition and limited 
rations. Again we made a long march through the night 
over rock and ice until we reached the Hucumarini mine 
early in the morning. By three different routes we had 
wrestled out the secrets of the mountain. The great 
Ancohuma was conquered!" 

In the next article we shall look at the accounts of the 
first ascents of the difficult Illampu and Pico del Norte. 
These peaks, as well as Casiri and Chearoco, were 
climbed in 1928 by a German-Austrian team. The ascents 
of Illampu and Pico del Norte were among the finest early 
achievements in Andean mountaineering, and these 
mountains are still challenging climbers today. El 
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ROCK and ICE in PENNSYLVANIA 
Text and Photography by Jim Detterline 

. 

Nestled in the very heart of the Appalachian 
Mountain chain, Pennsylvania offers the climber a 
wide selection of diverse rock types and a large 
quantity of climbing areas. Much of Pennsyl-
vania's climbing activity is centered in the geolog-
ically complex eastern half of the state, which also 
features the birthplace of the American Alpine 
Club in Philadelphia. 

The most popular climbing area in the state is at 
Ralph Stover State Park, northeast of Doylestown 
in eastern Bucks County. Red shale cliffs up to 120 
feet in height, similar in appearance and character 
to the red sandstone of the American Southwest, 
tower over the heavily forested, humid floodplain 
of Tohickon Creek, just several miles from the 
Delaware River. Many private individuals and also 
college clubs, particularly the Moravian College 
Grotto and Outing Club of Bethlehem, have 
learned their sport on the popular 60--foot practice 
face. The higher and harder routes, up to 3 pitches 
in length, are accentuated by large ceilings and 
smooth faces. 

The most recent difficult routes, such as Tales 
from the Crypt (5.9), have been put up by a grow-
ing number of hardcore climbers on the more un-
stable overhung faces of Stover, or Boileau Rocks 
as they are properly called. However, the best 
routes for a visitor are still the original classic 
lines such as Neanderthol, Tango, and Humming-
bird. Neanderthol (5.8) ascends a crack varying 
from chimney to handjam size through two deep 
ceilings. The crux moves on Tango (5.8) involve 
face climbing on tiny shale microflakes to traverse 
around a blank ceiling. Many beginning climbers 
come of age on Hummingbird (5.5), where 110 feet 
of free climbing is terminated by a classic 5-foot 
deep ceiling containing buckets and "thank god" 
holds. 

Due to the increasing number of new routes in 
the last several years, Appalachian Trail Outfit-
ters, Doylestown, is preparing a second guidebook 
of Stover's climbs. 

The increasing popularity of Stover among both 
climbers and tourists (who occasionally toss ob-
jects from the overlook) has led to the develop- 
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ment of Tohickon Creek Cliffs, just north of 
Stover. Although not nearly as high and continu-
ous as the Stover cliffs, Tohickon offers good 
climbing on the same solid shale formation as 
the Stover's practice cliff. It also offers solitude in 
a sylvan setting, hidden by the forest trees. 

During the same Triassic Period when small 
dinosaurs were making footprints in what would 
become the red shales of Stover and Tohickon, a 
volcanic fault line extended through southeast 
Pennsylvania. Diabase was intruded into these 
faults as an igneous dike. Also called traprock, 
ironstone, or black granite, this dark rock is the 
playground of the climber in the old quarry area of 
St. Peters. 

Seventeen routes, varying in difficulty from 5.2 
to 5.9+, and including aid and ice, have been de-
scribed by me in Climbing at St. Peters. Little Big 
Wall, 5.9, is typical of the routes on the unnatural 
ly exposed blank walls of the deep quarry and its 
two smaller pits. The route ascends a nearly blank 
40-foot face on very small but sharp holds. Burnt 
Turkey (5.9) and King of the Quarry (5.7,A3) offer 
better protected climbs on rare cracks. Presently, 
the highest routes are only 75 feet, but longer 
possibilities exist. 

Just as New Yorkers have their own bouldering 
area within city limits at Central Park, Phila-
delphians have Livezay Rock in Fairmount Park. 
Located on Livezay Road on Chestnut Hill, Live-
zay Rock offers bouldering and short toprope prob-
lems up to 35 feet high on metamorphic schist. If 
the mythical movie boxing hero "Rocky" (a 
Philadelphian) really wanted to get in shape, he'd 
be working out on mostly overhung Livezay Rock, 
where the grade pushes up to 5.11. Also, the air is 
a little cleaner here than on the steps of the Art 
Museum where Rocky jogs. 

Because Pennsylvania has more miles of 
Appalachian Trail than any other state, one would 
expect to find an abundance of suitable outcrop-
ping. Indeed, there are so many small outcrop-
pings that there is still much opportunity for those 



coveted first ascents. The rock is Tuscarora sand-
stone and orthoquartzite, remnants of the ancient 
shore of the Silurian inland sea. Later sculptured 
by glaciers as the uplifted bare backbone of the 
Appalachian's resistant main ridge, this high qual-
ity rock is the same material that forms the 
Shawangunks and Seneca Rocks. 

Stony Ridge, north of Lehigh Gap at Bowmans-
town, has been labeled as "the place people go 
after they get tired of the Gunks." Stony Ridge 
features a severely overhung orthoquartzite anti-
clime exposure several miles long. Numerous routes 
have been established, mostly by Rich Pleiss, Greg 
Collum, Gene Genay, and friends. The routes are 
no easier than 5.5, and several 5.11's have been 
established on the 90- to 120-foot high overhang-
ing face of the ridge. Pleiss is currently writing a 
guidebook to this Appalachian outcrop. 

The most famous sandstone/orthoquartzite for-
mation of the Pennsylvania Appalachians is Dela-
ware Water Gap. Here 200-foot high cliffs tower 
above the Delaware River on both the Pennsyl-
vania side (Mt. Minsi, 1,463 feet) and the New 
Jersey side (Mt. Tammany, 1,527 feet). The long 
length of winter ice routes (up to 700 feet), loose 
rock, vegetated ledges, and the relative overall 
height of the mountain face compared to its neigh-
bors have given the Gap's twin guardians the nick-
name "Eiger of the Poconos." Hugh Dougher, 
Henry McMahon, and Ron Matthews are among 
the pioneers of about 50 routes ranging from 5.0 to 
5.9. Dougher, the climbing ranger in charge of 
rescue at Delaware Water Gap National Recrea-
tion Area, has written the guidebook Rock and Ice 
at the Gap. The National Park Service asks that 
Gap climbers register at the Visitor Center prior to 
any technical climbing. 

Eastern Pennsylvania's other great river, the 
Susquehanna, also boasts a fine 150-foot high 
sandstone bluff containing a number of routes. 
Chickee Rocks is located due west of Lancaster, in 
the heart of Pennsylvania Dutch country. 

Other Appalachian bluffs between the Susque-
hanna and Delaware Rivers include the Pinnacle, 
Bake Oven Knob, and other small but beautiful 
isolated spots in the Kempton area. Rick Guerrieri 
and friends have been busy collecting first ascents 
in these remote areas. 

Pennsylvania's cold winters provide a great 
selection of frozen ice flows, gullies, and waterfalls 
for the ice climber. The best ice in the state is at 
the Palisades, south of Easton, along the Delaware  

River. Like Ralph Stover, Palisades is another ex-
ample of stream-terraced shale. The rotten, wet 
nature of these north-facing cliffs provides consis-
tent vertical ice flows up to 400 feet in length. The 
easily found gully in the center of Palisades is a 
favorite with ice climbers newly awakened from 
their summer hibernation, as it starts easy and 
progressively gets harder, ending in a 120-foot 
headwall. The most severe climbs are found to the 
left of the gully on the vertical headwall. Headwall 
No. 1 features four long pitches of sustained verti-
cal ice, with an ice cave for a belay hole at the end 
of the first pitch. It is Pennsylvania's version of 
the Weeping Wall. The second pitch of the Pillar, 
also on the headwall, features a 60-foot free-
standing pillar of brittle water ice. 

Palisades, like St. Peters and Stony Ridge, is a 
sensitive area on private lands where some prob-
lems have occurred in the past. The owners have 
questioned their own liability and human impact 
on their lands, but have allowed climbing to con-
tinue unhindered. Good rapport with these people 
and proper outdoor etiquette should be maintained 
to insure access to these three very important 
Pennsylvania climbing areas. 

Delaware Water Gap is also a good spot for 
plentiful winter ice. The classic lines are the left 
and right ribbons on the west face of Mt. 
Tammany. Start on the 70-foot vertical wall (left) 
or the 120-foot vertical wall (right) to gain easier 
angled ice 600 feet to the summit. Ice climbs on 
Mt. Minsi include Hollow (moderate), Erectile 
Projectile (hard), Poor Henry (moderate), and 
Hidden Couloir (moderate). 

The Poconos are well known for their wealth of 
waterfalls. Many of these freeze solid and have 
seen ascents. The best concentrations of frozen 
waterfalls are found along both sides of the 
Delaware River Valley, just north of the Gap. 
However, a recent regulation forbids ice climbing 
on state forest lands, halting ascents on several 
popular climbs. 

One of the most beautiful frozen waterfall climbs 
is found at Glen Onoko, near Jim Thorpe in 
Pennsylvania's hard coal region. The upper set of 
the two large falls rarely freezes, but when it does, 
it produces beautiful hard blue ice. The first ascent 
of this 100-foot gem was done in January, 1981 by 
Rick Guerrieri and me. Several other difficult ice 
routes exist on the sides of the 60-foot lower falls. 
Several quartzite rock routes have also been estab-
lished. Among these are the muscle cramping 
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Mike Keeley leads 
Neanderthal [5.8], one 
of the most desired 
overhang climbs at 
Ralph Stove, State 
Park. 
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Forearm (5.9), a 70-foot overhung traverse first led 
in 1978 by Tim Jensen on Crack'nUps. 

Despite large population areas and a growing 
number of climbers, there are still many Appalach-
ian outcroppings, shale river terraces, abandoned 
quarries, and frozen waterfalls to be discovered in 
eastern Pennsylvania. However, in keeping up the 
pioneering spirit, one should keep in mind the atti-
tude of the Keystone State's original climbers. 
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Pennsylvania's climbers have always been a 
quiet, reserved bunch, awed perhaps by the prox-
imity of big name climbers and famous routes in 
the nearby Shawangunks and Seneca Rocks. Also, 
many of their favorite areas are privately owned. 
The landowners have allowed climbing to continue 
because this old group of climbers is courteous, 
safety-oriented, and of low ecological impact. One 
can only hope that newcomers to these areas will 
be of the same quality. El 
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Jim Detterline on the first ascent of Erectile Projectile on 
the Gap's Mt. Minsi. 
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Joshua Tree Guide 
A new complete edition of a Climber's Guide to 

Joshua Tree is planned for release in 1983. Any 
and all new route information is being solicited at 
this time. All routes not in either current guide 
should be included. Send to Randy Vogel, 1252 
Peacok Hill Dr., Santa Ana, CA 92705. Please in-
clude: Route Name, First Ascent Party and Date, 
Rating (YDS only), a short description and/or 
Topo, and a detailed description of its location. 

New Bronze 
Buckles! 

We've found an exceptionally strong, no-rust 
buckle of alu-manganese bronze, an alloy 
used in ship propellers. Ideal for our crampon 
straps! For information, send 20 cents to: 

BRUCE BECK, Dept. M 
4025 State St., No. 54 

Santa Barbara, California 93110 USA 

S 

GIBBS 
ASCENDERS 

fr i 

Running Gibbs Products 
T-Shurts 

Each Ascender is tested to 1000 pounds. Its 
smooth rounded teeth produce little or no 
rope damage. Especially applicable to equip 
ment haulage, group ascents, fixed rope and 
rescue operations. Operates on icy or muddy 
ropes. 

GIBBS PRODUCTS Write for 
202 HAMPTON AVENUE D 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84111 

ree L,roclure 

A Trans-Himalayan Venture 
Two enterprising young women, Elaine Brook 

and Pamela Tubby, will start on a trek that will 
take them the length of the Himalaya. They will 
begin in December from Gangtok in Sikkim and 
arrive at Srinagar in Kashmir approximately seven 
months later. They intend to stay high in the 
mountains, visiting remote mountain villages and 
people and record the culture as unobtrusively as 
possible. They will travel light, carrying their own 
equipment, sleeping and eating as local travelers 
do in teahouses and farms along the way, and use 
lightweight tents on high passes. They will be ac-
companied by a Liason Officer (India and Sikkim) 
and a Sirdar (Nepal). One or two porters will be 
hired locally where necessary to carry supplies in 
isolated areas. Between them, they can speak 
Tibetan, Hindi and Nepali. 

Avalanche Workshop 
A series of Avalanche Workshops will be held 

for those interested in visiting Alaska's back-
country. The workshops will be held from January 
through April. For more information, write Doug 
Fesler, Division of Parks, 619 Warehouse Avenue, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 or call 274-4676. 

Canada Establishes New Provincial Park 
The Canadian Government has established a 

new provincial park of 1,930 hectares surrounding 
the recently dedicated Mount Terry Fox. The 
2,650-meter peak is in the Selwyn Range of the 
Rockies. 

The ultimate backpacking chair. Gives FULL BACK SUPPORT, 
folds up flat, 26"x16"x11/2". Same weight as a 16 oz. CAN OF 
BEER. 250 LB. CAPACITY. Optional 4 oz. headrest, snaps on & 
off. ONE YEAR WARRANTY. COLORS: BLUE, GREEN, RED. 
Send for free information. Order factory direct or see your local 
mtn. shop. CHAIR $46.50, HEADREST $13.50, shipping $2.00 
within Con. U.S., Canada $4.00, Other $10.00. VISA & MC, 
Calif. res. add 6% tax. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR 
FULL REFUND! Original design & mfg. since 1977 by FREE. 
FORM R & D, 1539 MONROVIA AVE. #23, NEWPORT 
BEACH, CA 92663, USA (714) 646-3217. 
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Documentary Film of Everest North Wall 
The one-hour color documentary film, "Everest 

North Wall," of the China-Everest '82 Expedi-
tion's attempt to climb Mt. Everest through China 
and Tibet, has won the Best Mountaineering Film 
Award at the 1982 Banff Mountain Film Festive!. 

The team of climbers consisted initially of fif-
teen men and one woman, but during the final 
stages of planning was joined by climber/cinema-
tographer Steve Marts. 

"Everest North Wall" introduces us to principal 
team members Lou Whittaker, Jim Wickwire and 
Marty Hoey who had hoped to become the first 
American woman to reach the summit from this 
side of Everest. The film documents the hardships 
of functioning at high altitudes in a hostile envi-
ronment where just the day, to day chores of sur-
vival sap the strength and demand extraordinary 
determination as the climbers establish their 
camps and explore the possibilities for a route to 
the summit. At one point they are joined briefly 
by Chris Bonington and other English team mem-
bers who are making an attempt to scale the 
mountain by another route. 

The film is narrated by internationally known  

film personality, Robert Redford and backed by 
original music by composer Alan Hovhaness. 
Much of "Everest North Wall," cinematographer 
Steve Marts shot in sync sound with ultra-light 
state of the art equipment. 

"Everest North Wall" is available as a rental to 
groups and organizations at $100 per showing, 
postage paid. Upon receipt of your check or money 
order, a full color promotional poster will be sent 
to help publicize the film showing. Please specify a 
second choice of showing dates and mail to: Pal 
Productions, Inc., 511 Second Ave. W., Seattle, 
WA 98119. For further information, call (206) 
282-2025. 

Mt. McKinley Exploration 
A National Speological Society expedition, ex-

ploring Mt. McKinley's icefields, turned up inter-
esting ice crevasses up to 200 feet deep, but found 
no breakthroughs into what is postulated to be a 
major cave system beneath the main McKinley 
Glacier. However, a large river system with six-
meter diameter tunnels was discovered beneath 
the ice at lower elevations. —NSS News 

SLIP INTO SOMETHING COMFORTABLE. 
Like a nice, soft 

sleeping 
bag. 

Check its unique, innovative featu.res... 
Check the stores, then order from us, 
''Cause You'll Like Our Prices Better!" 

Six BLACK ICE sleeping bag models in Polar-
Suard and premium down have the exclusive 
Mantle System (patent pending), mind collar, 
pillow pocket, two zippered chest pockets, 
and on and on! The zip-on Mantle increases 
the temperature rating of your BLACK ICE bag 
by as much as 25°F. It's just like an added 
quilt to make things cozy in the wintertime! 
In PolarGuard (price for regular/long): 
Sierra Nevada, +5°F, 4 lb 15 oz, $110/$115 
Timberline, +20°F, 3 lb 14 oz, $90/$95 
Texolite Mantle, adds 25°F, 14 oz, $45 
Gore-Tex Mantle, adds 25°F, 19 oz, $70 

1973 BLACK ICE wishbook $1 (postage/handling) 

Forever the Mountains!  lk 
Free delivery in U.S. 
In CA add 6% tax, min. + 
order $25, check or 
M.D. UPS-COD add $2. 

MOUNTAIN HIGH LTD. 
824 'A!FcT GRAAF RIXECPEST, CA 93555 
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ReaOerw Comment 

. 

FOR THE HOTIESTHACKY YOU 
CAN SLAPA FOOTAG4INS771 

Send $7.95 + .50 
shipping and handling to: 

Westgaard Parachute Ent. Inc. 
Box 618, So. Laguna, CA 92677 

(Plus 6% Sales Tax for all California residents.) 

t 

The 
Source 

For 

Climbing Gear 
• Chouinard 
• Forrest 
• Friends 
• Russ Anderson 
• Edeirid 
• PMI 
• Gibbs 
• SMC 
•MSR 
• Life-Link 
• Sherpa 
• Vuarnet 
• Silva 
• Dolt 
• Gookinaid E.R.G 

FREE CATALOG 

California Mountain Company, Ltd. 
P0 Box 6602. Santa Barbara. CA 93111, (805) 964-2462 

SUMMIT 

Dear Editor: 
In Vol. 27, Sept.-Oct., 1981, page 1, I 

must draw your attention to the fact 
that this set of Chinese stamps was not 
issued to commemorate the ascent of 
Everest by the Chinese—but issued to 
honour Chinese Mountaineering after the 
ascent of Shisha Pangma in 1964. This is 
clear from the Chinese text on the 
stamps. Also, the claimed Chinese ascent 
of Minya Konka is included on the 
stamp, extreme left—but after my check-
ing now with Terris Moore, nothing 
whatsoever has been produced by the 
Chinese proving that they reached the 
summit on June 13th, 1957. So the Swiss 
ascent this year may, in fact, have been 
the 2nd ascent-50 years after Burdsall 
and Moore! 

I have a slightly different opinion con-
cerning the claimed Chinese ascent of 
Everest in 1960. In the latest Chinese 
publication this year, this 'heroic climb,' 
etc. is not mentioned anymore—but, of 
course, the 1975 ascent which certainly 
was okay. However, also their descrip-
tion of the 2nd step from 1975 is not 
accurate—nor the height of it, either— if 
compared by the Japanese, 1980 and the 
French, 1981. 

Anders Bolinder 
Switzerland 

Dear Editor: 
I know that a lot of readers of Summit 

climb in areas that are classified as Wil-
derness. Many value the wilderness set-
ting as an integral part of the climbing 
experience. This kind of climbing experi-
ence faces degradation within many of 
our National Forests as a result of Secre-
tary of the Interior James Watt's decis-
ion to lease many wilderness areas to gas  

and oil developers in early 1983. What 
follows is a partial list of wilderness 
areas within our most mountainous 
states that will be affected by this decis-
ion. It is known that these wilderness 
lands contain less than one per cent of 
America's potentially producible onshore 
oil and gas—a trivial economic advan-
tage, if any. 

Wilderness areas should be the last 
lands, not the first, to be degraded in 
search of oil. There is a bill before the 
United States Senate that will stop 
Watt's reckless leasing program (Senate 
bill 2801). I urge all climbers who value 
climbing in a wilderness setting to im-
mediately write their Federal Senator's 
(Senator's Name, Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20510), and express 
their views. 

Mike McWherter 
Oxnard, Calif. 

WILDERNESS AREAS TO BE OPENED IN 
1983 FOR OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT 

ARIZONA: Chiricahua, Galiuro, Pusch Ridge, 
Sierra Ancha. 

CALIFORNIA: San Rafael, Santa Lucia, 
South Warner, Ventana. 

COLORADO: Big Blue, Collegiate Peaks, 
Eagles Nest, Flat Tops, Holy Cross, La Garita, 
Lizard Head, Lost Creek, Mt. Evans, Mt. Mas-
sive, Maroon Bells-Snowmass, Mt. Sneffels, Mt. 
Zirkel, Raggeds, South San Juan Weminuche, 
West Elk. 

IDAHO: Selway-Bitterroot. 
MONTANA: Absaroka-Beartooth, Anaconda-

Pintler, Bob Marshall, Gates of the Mountain, 
Great Bear, Mission Mountains, Rattlesnake, 
Scapegoat, Selway-B itterroot, Welcome Creek. 

NEW MEXICO: AIde Leopold, Capitan Moun-
tains, Gila, Manzano Mountain, White Mountain. 

UTAH: Lone Peak. 
WASHINGTON: Alpine Lakes, Wenaha-

Tucannon. 
WYOMING: Bridger, Fitzpatrick, North 

Absaroka, Teton, Washakie. 

i L. One Year, $11 
Please enter a subscription for: 

[ Two Years, $19 

ORDER FORM 
NAME: 

Six issues per year. STREET: 

Fill our form and mail with CITY: 
your check or money order 

to STATE ZIP 
SUMMIT 

P.O. Box 1889 
Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 LII New El Renewal 
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RECENT BOOKS 

New... 
for the serious 

climber 

EasyTallc'r 
THOREAU IN THE MOUNTAINS. 
Writings by Henry David Thoreau. Com-
mentary by William Howarth. Farrar, 
Strauss & Giroux, Inc., 19 Union Square 
West, New York, New York 10003. 
$17.95. Hardbound. 

In 1839, six years before he built his 
house on Walden Pond, Henry David 
Thoreau began to make his mountain 
trips. Up until his death in 1862, 
Thoreau climbed many of the peaks of 
New England, including Greylock in the 
Berkshires, Washington and Lafayette 
in New Hampshire's White Mountains, 
Katandin in Maine, Wachusett, and, his 
favorite, Monadnock. Long before back-
packing became a popular pastime, 
Thoreau carried what little food, clothing 
and equipment he needed in a knapsack; 
later he went into it more extensively 
with friends. 

Thoreau wrote extensively of his 
mountain journeys in his journals, only 
parts of which he included in published 
essays. William Howarth, an avid out-
doorsman and noted Thoreau scholar,  

collected Thoreau's travel writings and 
retraced the trails Thoreau followed. His 
commentary delineates Thoreau's actual 
itinerary, describes equivalent routes 
that exist today. Howarth notes, "Tho-
reau's landscapes represent human con-
sciousness, the outer world expressing 
his mind's unseen, inner realm. A 
journey for him was both actual and im-
imaginative, and his challenge as a writ-
er was to make those two ventures bal-
ance." Thoreau developed from a day 
hiker who romanticized nature's sublim-
ity to an experienced climber and ama-
teur naturalist, a growth revealed 
through his own writings and Howarth's 
notes. 

The interplay of these complementary 
voices in Thoreau in the Mountains is a 
literary excursion in itself, as well as a 
practical guide to following in the foot-
steps of America's first great scholar-
mountaineer. Accompanying and illumi-
nating the text are maps that trace 

Statement of Ownership, Management and Circu-
lation. Title of Publication: SUMMIT. Publica-
tion No. ISSN 0039-5056. Date of filing: October 
1, 1982. Frequency of issue: Bi-monthly, 6 issues 
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T-shirt 7' 
"Rock Climber" / 

$7.50 
or 2 for $14.00, postpaid S. M. L. XL 

Please give three color preferences. 

WINTER HAWK 
206 Fields Cliff 

Whitesburg, KY 41858 

The new headphone- 
transceiver that's 
"voice activated!" 

Hands free operation. Doesn't interfere with 
your climbing. 

Voice activated microphone transmits automat-
ically as you talk. Adjusts to your voice level, too. 
Gives you the satety edge when tackling a tough 
mountain. 
Powerful 100 milliwatt transceiver. 

Ultra-efficient 100 mitiwatt transceiver punches 
out messages sharp and FM clear - up to 1/2 

mile. No static from walkie-talkies. Clips securely 
to your belt, out of the way. Runs on a 9 volt 
battery. 
Sure-fitting headphone delivers clean sound. 

Unique, wrap-around design holds it tirmly in 
place. Clear sound reproduction. Feather-hght and 
cushioned. Leaves your hands free when 
listening. 
Outfit your entire climbing party. 

Great for clubs and when giving climbing 
instruction. Make sure you order enough units for 
everyone - especially now while they're at this 
special price. 

Introductory Special 
Reg. $69.95 5119.90 a pair 

Now only $59 . 95 each unit 
(You must have a pair to send and receive.) 

Comes ready to use. No FCC license required. 
For fastest delivery, order by calling 

1-800-233-0013 
and ask for operator 02. Or fill out and mail the 
coupon below. Visa and Master Card accepted. 

Dealer inquiries invited. 

I'd like to order lno.i  Easylalk'r(s) at only $59.95 
each. Enclosed is my check or money order. (PA 
residents please add 6% sales tax.) 
Or. I preter to pay with my Visa or MasterCard 

ACCT # Exp. // 
.Please send me free intormation on 

EasyTalk'r. 

Name 

Address 

City _State Zip_ 

Phone 

Mail to: 2- 

S 
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In this magnificent large-format 
volume, featuring full-color images by 
leading outdoor photographers, a 
famed mountaineer portrays the con-
tinent's most spectacular peaks. Pub-
lished in association with the American 
Alpine Club. 288 pages. 9 x 12. Illus-
trated with 140 color photos, map. 
Bibliography. $35.00, cloth. 

Also Available: 
GREAT EXPLORATION 
HOAXES 
David Roberts 
The stories of ten men who pursued glory at 
any cost—even the truth. 204 pages. 6h/  x 
91/. Illustrated with 12 pages of B&W 
photos, 6 maps. Bibliography, index. 
$12.95, cloth. 
Spans 450 years of exploration history. 

MOUNTAINS OF 
NORTH AMERICA 
Fred Becky 

S At your bookstore or order direct from 

Sierra Club Books 
P.O. Box 3886, Rincon Annex, San Francisco, CA 94119 
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Celebrating 
Our Natural Treasures.  . * 

continued 

Thoreau's and Howarth's routes, and 
period woodcuts of the actual locations 
Thoreau visited, selected from the Sin-
clair Hamilton Collection of American 
Illustrated Books at Firestone Library, 
Princeton University. 

BOOK REVIEW BY 
MIKE SHANDICK 

EIGER: Wall of Death by Arthur Roth. 
W. W. Norton & Co. 350 pages. illustrat-
ed. $18.95. 

To popular opinion, mountain climb-
ing is the rough equivalent to a death 
wish. Nowhere has that lay opinion be-
come more galvanized than at the base 
of the Eigernordwand where five genera-
tions of mountain-climbing spectators 
have gathered to watch the life and 
death struggles of climbers on the most 
feared wall in the world. Eiger: Wall of 
Death is packaged for armchair ghouls, 
and it doesn't disappoint them. 

Arthur Roth writes a breezy, but griz-
zly, account of the Eiger's climbing his-
tory up to 1978. He acknowledges most 
of the more publicized attempts, but de-
tails everyone of the 43 deaths. The book 
is even equipped with an overlay map to 
illustrate "where they died." Roth spares 
few details in his descriptions of chunks 
of flesh, half-battered bodies and various 
appendages festooning the Eiger's base. 
The book jacket copy—"those who fell 
were found sometimes years later dessi-
cated and dismembered" - provides 
readers a clear picture of what's in store 
for them. 

For enthusiasts of mountaineering lit-
erature, Eiger Wall of Death is not an 
update on Eiger history, but rather a 
pale companion to Heinrich Harrer's 
classic The White Spider. The book, 
written in the late 50's, is rich in subtle-
ty and intellect and written from a point 
of view that makes the Eiger all that 
more pernicious. 

Roth clearly describes the classic 
struggles of the 30's; however, his writ-
ing loses impact when he parts company 
with Harrer after the Corti rescue inci-
dent to describe contemporary Eiger 
climbing history. 

When more successes than deaths 
occur, Wall of Death, like the Eiger 
itself, becomes less imposing. 



BOOK REVIEW BY 
JOHN CHRISTIAN 
This review originally appeared in Up 
Rope, #11, Vol. 37, No., 1982 Newsletter 
of the Mountaineering Section, Potomac 
Appalachian Trail Club. Reprinted by 
permission. 

95 HIKES IN THE CANADIAN 
ROCKIES: Banff, Kootenay and Assini-
boine Parks by Vicky Spring and 
Gordon King. Published by The Moun-
taineers, 715 Pike St., Seattle 98101. 224 
pages. Paperback. $8.95. 

I've hiked a bit in the Canadian Rock-
ies in going to and from climbing areas, 
so it was with a critical interest that I 
wandered through 95 Hikes. . .. The de-
scriptions of the trails I had been on 
were as I recalled them, and more (Oh, 
so I missed that beautiful tarn just off 
the trail!). Writing like this: "Tiny 
Bourgeau Lake, couched in a glacial bas-
in, is a scenic showcase of high-country 
splendor— soaring rock walls, alpine 
meadows rife with a rainbow of delicate 
wildflowers, icy streams, and soft-
needled larch trees" gets me interested 
in going back to the Canadian Rockies  

just to hike. 
Each trail description starts with a 

summary of distance, time, elevation 
gain, highest elevation, best time of the 
year, and map reference. Then there is a 
brief subjective description accompanied 
by a good photo and a unique sketch 
map. The map is a view of the trail area 
from the air and to one side so the moun-
tains appear more or less in profile, mak-
ing it much easier to "read" than a topo. 

I strongly recommend '95 Hikes. . .for 
anyone interested in the Canadian 
Rockies. 

MOUNTAINS OF NORTH AMERICA. 
Text by Fred Beckey. Photography by 
58 of the finest outdoor photographers. 
Published by Sierra Club Books, 2034 
Fillmore St., San Francisco 94115. 256 
pages. 9 x 12. 140 color photographs, 
map. $35.00 cloth. 

In Mountains of North America, auth-
or and mountaineer Fred Beckey pre-
sents detailed and intimate portraits of 
35 of the continent's greatest peaks and 
ranges, all of which he has either climbed 
or visited. Matched with Beckey's text  

are 140 brilliant full-color reproductions 
of photographs by some of the finest out-
door photographers. 

Included are representatives of all the 
major ranges on continental North 
America, including the picturesque 
White Mountains of New England, the 
Appalachians, the American and Canad-
ian Rockies, the imposing Alaska Range, 
the Tetons, Mexico's Sierra Madre, and 
more. Beckey writes ". . my chief goal 
has been to choose peaks that are 
representative of their regions and rang-
es. . . The selections sometimes were 
based on my own experience with a cer-
tain mountain. Each of the chosen peaks 
has its distinctive character, which I 
have tried to evoke, and most have some 
noteworthy history associated with their 
discovery and exploration. Historic and 
contemporary ascents are part of the 
story, too; while this is not a mountain-
eering chronicle, climbing is often an 
important theme." 
Mountains of North America is a rich 

collection of natural beauty for all who 
enjoy unspoiled wilderness, and a mag-
nificent sampler of the many reasons we 
hold our land so dear. . 
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--------------- 
BOOT REPAIR --------------------- 

BOOT REPAIR - E.B.'s to double boots. Spec-
ial jobs no problem. One week shoptime. We also 
sell mountain footwear. Who knows a quality 
boot better than a repairman? Asolo, Fabiano, 
Kastinger, Galibier, Technical boots, hiking 
boots, and problem feet our specialty. Wheeler 
and Wilson Boots, 206 N. Main, Bishop, CA 
93514. (714) 873-7520. 

---------------------- 
EQUIPMENT & SOFTWARE 

CLIMBING GEAR AND MORE! Free Catalog & 
Price list. Member discount plan. Write: Inter-
national Mountaineering, 290 North State Street, 
Lindon, Utah 84062. 

FINEST HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE, best 
prices and service that cares. Send $1.00 for price 
list (applied to first purchase) to BOLD 
VENTURES, LTD., 807 Asbury, Evanston, 
Illinois 60202. 

BOOTMAKING: Technical, hiking, ski and walk-
ing boots by John W. Calden, Box 2523A, Estes 
Park, Colorado 80517 (303)586-5391. 

------------------- 
REPAIR SERVICE for climbing gear. Chocks, 
Copperheads, Friends, anything wired. Send 
stamp for Brochure: The Doctor, P.O. Box 365, 
Redlands, CA 92373-0681. 

1-inch TUBULAR NYLON WEBBING. Bright 
Colors, 36$/100yds. John Lawton (176) 839-0630. 

FABRICS, BUCKLES WEBBING. Lowest pric-
es, wide selection. Innovative , packs & softgoods. 
Jrat Designs, 271 Washington St., Cambridge, 
MA 02139. -------------------- 
LADY HIKERS: Unique pants design gives 
same convenience as males when nature calls. 
Send SSAE for brochure. Nickolaus Enterprises, 
Box 396, Independence 93526. 

MOUNTAINEERING LITERATURE 

SUNDANCE PUBLISHING AND PRINTING 
CO—Specializing in Mountain related material. 
Climbing Guides, Posters, Books, Catalogs, etc. 
Black and White or Full Color. High quality and 
very reasonable prices. 505 K. Prospect, Fort 
Collins, Colorado 80525. (303) 221-1301. 

OFF BELAY back issues #24, 27, 29, 30, 32, 38, 
45 through 55, $2 each. Postage 75 cents first 
copy, 45 cents second copy, 25 cents additional 
copy. OFF BELAY, 12416 - 169th SE., Renton, 
WA 98056. 

WANTED. OFF BELAY #22, August 1975, in 
trade for any other issue you may need. Ray 
Smutek, P.O. Box 728, Renton, WA 98057. 

MOUNTAINEERING BOOKS WANTED. High-
est prices paid. Also Journals, Fiction, Ephemera. 
Want lists solicited. Catalog, one dollar, refund-
able. MOUNTAINBOOKS, Box 25589, Seattle 
98125. (206-365-9192) 
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GUIDED CLIMBS & EXPEDITIONS 

1983 PERU EXPEDITION. Basecamp in the su-
perb Quebrada Rajucolta; later if qualified, as-
cend Huantsan (6,395 meters) or Huascaran 
(22,200 feet); or go sightseeing. Inquire. Iowa 
Mountaineers, P.O. Box 163, Iowa City, Iowa 
52244 

DENALI—MT. McKINLEY EXPEDITIONS. 
Join Fantasy Ridge in 1983 and climb North 
America's highest mountain with expert guides 
via unusual routes. Please write: Fantasy Ridge, 
Box 206, Woody Creek, Colorado 81656. 

ACONCAGUA EXPEDITION, January, 1983. 
Accepting applications now. Contact Genet Expe-
ditions, Aconcagua Expedition, Talkeetna, 
Alaska 99676. 

MT. McKINLEY EXPEDITIONS —Climb with 
experienced, professional McKinley guides. For 
brochure write: Rainier Mountaineering, Inc., 201 
St. Helens, Tacoma, Washington 98402. 

CLIMB AND SKI ALASKA'S MOUNTAINS 
with qualified Alaskan Mountain Guides: Mt. 
McKinley, Foraker, Hunter, and others. Women 
only McKinley expeditions and Seminars. Contact 
Mountain Trip, Rt. 2, Box 526, Dept. 5, Kasilof, 
Alaska 99610 (907) 262-4823. 

McKINLEY and the Alaska Ranges via Helicop-
ter. Less waiting for weather, better access to all 
mountain bases. McKinley climb, $225 per 
person. Transportation to all Alaska's mountains 
via Helicopter or Airplane. Call or write for infor-
mation. AKLAND HELICOPTERS, INC., Box 
302, Talkeetna, Alaska 99676. (907) 733-2222. 

EXPLORE ALASKA. We specialize in small per-
sonalized trips and expeditions into seldom-
visited remote mountainous areas and river sys-
tems (BROOKS, ALASKA, and ALEUTIAN 
Ranges). ALASKA MOUNTAIN TREKS, SR 
10363B. Fairbanks, AK 99701: Steve Hackett, 
cert. guide, director & outfitter. (907) 456-7825. 

CLIMB MT. McKinley or join other Alaskan ex-
peditions with authorized Denali Park Guide 
Service. Also, join two-week trips to climb the 
MEXICAN VOLCANOS and relax on sunny 
beaches. Emphasis on good companionship and 
enjoyable ascents using the finest equipment 
available. Brochure: Anne N orthwest Alpine 
School/Guide Service, Dept. S., 7415 Meridian N., 
Seattle, WA 98103. (206) 527-8614. 

--------------------- 
GENET EXPEDITIONS. Guided expeditions on 
McKinley, Foraker, April and June, 1983. Write 
for >ur brochure. Fourteen years' experience, and 
locally based. Genet Expeditions, Talkeetna, 
Alaska 99676. 

------------ 
HUNTINGTON EXPEDITION. Fantasy Ridge 
is now taking applications for our 1983 French, 
West Ridge expedition. For details, please contact 
Fantasy Ridge, Box 206, Woody Creek, Colorado 
81656. 

MOUNTAIN ADVENTURE 

AFRICA - AUGUST 1983— Horseback safari 
timed to coincide with peak in wildebeest migra-
tions through Mass Mara area of Southern Kenya 
and its accompanying menagerie of wildlife. An 
optimal climb of Kilmanjaro is offered to those in-
terested. For more information contact: Dr. Tom 
Dunn, 614 Lincoln Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15202 
(412) 761-9594. 

KASHMIR/LADAKH, INDIA. Trek this iso-
lated and exotic corner of the world. Contact ex-
perienced Himalayan trip leader, Lila Bishop, 
6804-F Millwood Rd., Bethesda, Maryland 20817. 

PLAN NOW for unique Christmas vacation: 
Colorado Ski-Mountaineering Course, Mexican 
Volcano Climbing/Skiing. Free color brochure. 
John Harlin, Director, Skiing Unlimited, 2705 
Spruce, Boulder, Colorado 80302; 303-440-4894. 

TREKKING IN NEW ZEALAND. 18 days—
Milford Sound, Mount Cook. Group rates $2,490. 
Depart Los Angeles March 4, 1983. For info call 
Nationwide: 1-800-854-2026. California: 1-800-
542-6028. 

DOG SUPPORT FOR MOUNTAIN ACTIVI-
ITIES. Alaskan working dogs )Malemute & 
McKenzie River Husky) for Freighting, Packing, 
Pulka/Sled Pulling, Ski Joring & Sled Touring in 
Ruth Gorge & Sheldon Amphitheater areas, 
Denali Massif. April 15 - June 1, Steve Hackett, 
Outfitter. Alaska Mountain Treks Freighters, 
P.O. Box 590, Girdwood, AK 99587. 907-456-7825. 

ROCK, ICE, WINTER CLIMBING COURSES 

THE ICE OF OURAY—Michael Covington is 
now taking reservations for his 1983 technical ice 
and winter alpine climbing courses. For details, 
please write: Fantasy Ridge, Box 206, Woody 
Creek, Colorado 81656. 

RAINIER MOUNTAINEERING INCORPOR-
ATED—The most complete snow and ice climb-
ing school in the United States offers climbing 
seminars and summit climbs. For brochure, write 
to RMI, 201 St. Helens, Tacoma, WA 98402. 

SCOTTISH SNOW & ICE CLIMBING. Guided 
climbing in this, the home of winter mountaineer-
ing. Improve your technical standard whilst mak-
ing ascents of some of the world's more famous 
routes. Grade I to VI. Chalet accommodations, 
food, internal transport and shared equipment in-
clusive. Feb/Mar 1983: 1 week, $800; 2 weeks, 
$1200. Further details: Mal Duff, 14 Hopetown 
Rd., South Queensferry, Edinburgh, Scotland, 
UK (031 331 4108) or: Bold Ventures, Ltd., 807 
Asbury, Evanston, Illinois 60202 (312/864-5491). 

AERIE NORTHWEST ALPINE SCHOOL—
Rock and alpine climbing instruction and custom 
guide service in the heart of the North Cascades, 
the nation's premier alpine climbing area. Profes-
sionalism with personal attention. Brochure: 
Dept. 5, 7415 Meridian N., Seattle, WA 98103. 
(206) 527-8614. 

PROFESSIONAL Level Avalanche Training. 
5-day, backcountry oriented program for moun-
tain guides and instructors. The Mountain School 
P.O. Box 728, Renton, WA 98057. 
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For more details, write to ROYAL ROBBINS, 1314 Coidwell Ave., Modesto, California 95350. 




