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Two American Teams on K2 

in Same Season 
By John Hessburg 

With spirits as high as the job ahead, two Northwest-
based teams heading for the second highest peak on earth 
—28,250-foot K2—left Seattle last month for Pakistan. 
Each wants to be the first American team to top out on 
this formidable mountain since 1978. 

The nine veteran climbers who left May 9 for Islamabad 
—three from western Washington state and the rest from 
Oregon—include Seattle physician Murray Rice, 32. 

"I'm pretty fired up," Rice declared. "If we have good 
weather, I think we can do it. If you look at the whole 
peak at once you think, 'We'll never do this.' But you 
make the first move, then another, then two or three 
more pitches; you just do it one day at a time." 

That's the only way to attempt a Himalayan giant like 
K2. This pyramid of icy rock and snow has classic, steep 
ridge lines and is one of the world's most technically de-
manding high-altitude climbs. Furthermore, K2 is regard-
ed as the most visually stunning prize among the world's 
fourteen 8,000-meter peaks. 

The nine-person K2 team aims to scale the toughest 
route ever attempted on this wind-strafed peak: The 
South Pillar. The other American team will try K2's 
North Ridge from the China side, one of the longest, love-
liest alpine lines on the planet, according to Jim Wickwire 
who summited K2 in 1978 with John Roskelley. 

"There's just no easy way up that mountain," Wickwire 
said. "It's steep on all sides. That South Pillar climb is 
probably the hardest route on K2 ever attempted." 

Once the South Pillar team trudges up some 4,000 feet 
of 40-degree snow slopes to the rock ribs where the se-
vere climbing begins—at about 22,000-feet—they'll be bit-
ing into more than 6,000 feet of vertical gains up horren-
dous pitches of snow and ice over rock, pitches that vary 
from 45- to 60-degrees. 

Rice said their 100 Pakistani porters, who will help haul 
2.5 tons of gear on the 100-mile approach hike, won't go 
much higher than advance base camp. That means the 
team will be ferrying most of the monster loads, unassist-
ed, for more than two months on very steep exposed 
terrain. 

"But we all work well together," Rice said. "And we all 
have a chance at the summit. Nobody will feel like he's a 
grunt for anybody else." 

The South Pillar team plans to tackle its task sans bot-
tled oxygen. They'll lug up only 8 16-pound cylinders for 
high camp bivouacs and medical emergencies. There will  

be 5 camps above the advance base with high camp at 
about 26,000 feet. 

Perhaps the most amazing fact of the South Pillar ef-
fort, to date, is its relative economy. The nine members 
plan to spend only $70,000 to get into Pakistan, up the 
mountain and out again, less than half of what typical 
American climbs in the Himalayas have cost. Each team 
member is pitching in about $5,000 of his or her own 
money. 

Moving to less venal matters, Roskelley had high praise 
for John Smolich, 36, of Portland, the South Pillar expedi-
tion leader. Roskelley and Smolich climbed together on 
the 1984 Everest North Face expedition. 

"If any of the team are as strong as John Smolich," said 
Roskelley, "they have a heck of a good chance to make it. 
John is quiet and reserved, but he's a load of dynamite. 
He just keeps going and going, drives like mad." 

Roskelley, observing that K2's South Pillar had squash-
ed an attempt by Reinhold Messner, said, "After it kicked 
Messner off you know it's a tough route. They have their 
work cut out for them." 

The other members of Smolich's team are Alan Pen-
nington, 34; Steve Boyer, 39; Bob Wilson and Jon Dasler, 
30, all from Portland; Brian Hukari, 31 of Hood River, 
Oregon; Andy Politz, 26, of Ashford, Washington; Kerry 
Ryan, 25, of Crystal Mountain, Washington; and 33-year-
old Chelsea Mohnike of Portland, the base camp manager. 

Meanwhile, Catherine Freer, 36, a professional guide 
now living in Colorado, was psyching up to leave for her 
K2 trip, via the China side, on May 18. She'll be accom-
panied by team leader Steve Swenson, a Seattle engineer; 
Greg Cronn, a Bellingham guide; and Dave Cheesmond of 
Calgary. They'll join the other four climbers in Asia. 
Freer, widely regarded as America's finest woman 
alpinist, who already has ample Himalayan experience, 
plans to try K2 then link up with friends this fall for a 
back-to-back attempt on Everest. 

Wickwire mused that there's a fascinating, though un-
likely, possibility that members of the two U.S. teams, ap-
proaching from different countries, will shake hands on 
the summit of the second highest spot on earth. - 

Said he of the crag with a number for a name, "It's the 
most beautiful thing you've ever seen." El 

(John Hessburg has climbed peaks in Patagonia, Tierra del Fuego, Mexico 
and across North America. He is a staff writer for the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer. ) 
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Longs Peak, at 14,255 feet, 

towers into the 

Colorado sky. This is a view of the 

East Face, showing the Notch 

and the Diamond. 
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The widest point of the Broadway Ledge on the Kieners Route on Longs Peak. 



General Mountaineering 
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a classic mountaineering 

climb on Longs Peak 

Text and Photos by Kenneth H. Fuhr 

Majestically towering 14,255 feet into the 
Colorado sky, Longs Peak sits like a mighty senti-
nel overlooking the Rocky Mountain Front Range. 
Longs, as it is locally called, is only the fifteenth 
highest "Fourteener" in Colorado, Mount Elbert 
being the highest at 14,433 feet. However, it is the 
highest peak in northern Colorado, and due to its 
proximity to the Denver and surrounding metro-
politan areas, and the fact that it is rich in history 
and folklore, it is one of the most popular Colorado 
mountains to climb. More than one thousand 
people attempt to climb the peak each year,' most 
using the Keyhole Route. 

In 1860, a Mr. Cromer of Gold Hill claimed to 
have reached the summit, but no proof exists as to 
whether or not he had actually identified Longs 
Peak correctly..2  In 1865, J. W. Goss and R. J. 
Woodward also claimed to have reached the sum-
mit, but the details are too ambiguous for verifica-
tion of their climb.' The first verified ascent 
occurred on August 23, 1868 by Major John 
Wesley Powell (of Grand Canyon fame). William N. 
Byers (publisher of the Rocky Mountain News), 
W. H. Powell (Major Powell's brother), Jack Sum-
ner (Byer's brother-in-law), and three college 
students from Illinois: L. W. Keplinger, Samuel 
Garmen, and Ned E. Farrell.4  Legend has it that 
an Indian named Old Man Gun used the summit 
to trap eagles, but the 1868 party found no evi-
dence of the trap..5  

Even though Longs Peak had been climbed as 
early as 1868 by what is today part of the Keyhole  

Route, the east face was not climbed until Walter 
Zimmerman of Switzerland succeeded in 1919. 
However, it is believed, according to Zimmerman's 
description (which was written in German), that 
his actual climb was via the Longs Peak-Mt. 
Meeker saddle, which is known as The Loft. In 
1922, three Colorado climbers, Carl Blaurock, John 
L. J. Hart, and Dudley Smith had been studying 
the east face in order to plan a September climb on 
a series of chimneys and ledges near its southern 
edge. The day before their climb, an article ap-
peared in the Rocky Mountain News stating the 
east face had been scaled by a mathematics profes-
sor from Princeton University by the name of 
James W. Alexander.6  Two days later, Alexander 
repeated his climb with Rocky Mountain National 
Park ranger Jack Moomaw. Thus the Colorado 
climbers had been preempted twice by Alexander. 
Several other routes up the east face were estab-
lished during the 1920's. One route, known as the 
North Chimney, was climbed in 1925 by William 
F. Ervin and Colonel Bruns. The second and most 
notable was Stettners Ledges, climbed by Paul 
and Joe Stettner (German immigrants living in 
Chicago) in 1927. This climb, to the right of Alex-
anders Chimney, was the most advanced in Colo-
rado and the most difficult in the country at 
the time. 

Colorado mountaineer Agnes W. Vaille, wanting 
to be the first woman to climb the east face in 
winter, and after three unsuccessful attempts, per-
suaded a recent immigrant from Switzerland, 
Walter Kiener, to accompany her on a climb of the 
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face. Kiener and Vaille left Timberline Cabin at 9 
a.m. on Sunday, January 11, 1925. After climbing 
all day and night via the Mountaineers Route 
(later called Kieners Route), the pair reached the 
summit at 4 a.m. on Monday morning. During the 
descent of the north face, Miss Vaille became so 
exhausted from 25 hours of climbing that she col-
lapsed near the Boulderfield. Kiener went ahead 
for help and met a search party at timberline, but 
by the time they reached Miss Vaille, she was 
dead. To complicate matters, one of the members 
of the search party, Herbert Sortland, became lost 
and died of hypothermia. Kiener lost his toes and 
most of his fingertips from frostbite, but recovered 
to become a Longs Peak climbing guide. 

Although the east face was not climbed until 
1919, a rather historic descent by the Reverend 
Elkanah J. Lamb occurred in 1871. After reaching 
the summit via the usual Homestretch Route, 
Lamb decided to descend the east face by what is 
believed to be the Notch Couloir to Broadway 
Ledge, then down a steep snowfield to Chasm 
Lake. While descending the snowfield, he slipped 
and started sliding downward with alarming 
rapidity. Fortunately, Lamb threw his right arm 
around a protruding boulder, halting his near 
death ride to the bottom. Because of this inci-
dence, the southern extension of Mills Glacier was 
dubbed "Lambs Slide." 

Since Longs Peak lies within the boundaries of 
Rocky Mountain National Park, the climb of 
Kieners Route starts at the Longs Peak Camp-
ground and Ranger Station, which lies ten miles 
south of Estes Park on Colorado 7 and one mile 
west. A bivouac permit must be obtained if one 
intends to bivouac near Mills Glacier before start-
ing the climb. However, the climb can be accom-
plished in one day, but it does make for a rather 
long physical day. 

After registering and obtaining the permit, a 
four-mile backpack brings you to a fork in the trail 
which leads northwest to Granite Pass and south-
west past Columbine Falls to Chasm Lake. Just 
west of Chasm Lake lies Mills Glacier, where sev-
eral excellent bivouac sites are available. When 
registering at the Longs Peak Ranger Station, pay 
particular attention to the sites designated, since 
park officials are very insistent about where one 
can or cannot bivouac. In the morning, after put-
ting on crampons, walk across Mills Glacier to the 
base of Lambs Slide. After climbing the 1,000-foot 
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45- to 50-degree slope of Lambs Slide, you come up 
on a point where Broadway Ledge dips down to 
the edge of the Slide. Remove crampons since the 
route follows Broadway to the Notch Couloir. The 
10-foot wide ledge soon narrows to about 18 inches 
with 1,000 feet of exposure to the east. At this 
point it is advisable to rope up, since you must 
negotiate around several large boulders that 
project over the ledge. Upon reaching the Notch 
Couloir, the route continues up it for about 15 feet, 
then a mantle is necessary to reach the top of a 
ledge where the technical rock climbing starts. 
After about 7 pitches up a series of grade 5.6 rock 
chimneys, the route reaches a broad ledge where 
the ropes can be removed; the remaining 1,200 to 
1,500 feet involves mostly rock scrambling to the 
summit. 

The descent route can be one of several: Back 
down the ascent route, the standard Keyhole 
Route, or down the old Cable Route on the north 
face. The old Cable Route involves two easy rap-
pels using the remaining cable bolts as anchors. 
However, you must be familiar with this route in 
order to find the bolts. If either the north face 
route or the Keyhole Route is used on the descent, 
it is necessary to cross over into the Chasm Lake 
basin from the Boulderfield via a pass between 
Chasm View and Mount Lady Washington. This is 
only necessary if gear has been cached at the 
bivouac site; otherwise the Boulderfield trail to 
Granite Pass can be used. 

Kieners Route up the east face of Longs Peak 
involves a backpack, bivouac, use of ice axe and 
crampon techniques, technical rock climbing, rock 
scrambling, rappels and route finding. On top of 
the aforementioned, it is rich in historical tradition 
and scenic beauty. However, it is not without 
danger, since a number of climbers have lost their 
lives on the route.8  Kieners Route is truly a classic 
mountaineering climb on the east face of Longs 
Peak. LII 
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Rock Climbing 

UTAH 'S NOTCH PIE K 
By David Black 

The Basin and Range area of western Utah is 
made up of desolate valleys and rugged, craggy, 
faulted mountains. The relief in these ranges is 
tremendous, with a few peaks towering as much as 
7,000 feet above the surrounding desert floors. One 
of North America's largest limestone walls—the 
North Face of Notch Peak—is a characteristic re-
suit of the Basin and Range orogenies which left 
behind the folded, faulted, and uplifted strata, 
metamorphosed masses, and a number of plutons. 
These plutonic bodies now lie exposed in over a 
dozen ranges in Utah and Nevada. None of these 
granite exposures have been extensively exploited 
by climbers, and many of them remain almost 
completely untouched. 

Sawtooth Mountain is a large block of limestone 
peaks and granite cliffs which constitute the lower 
third of the House Range. The mountain is located 
just north of U.S. Highway 6/50, some 50 miles 
west of Delta, Utah (the nearest supply point). 
Notch Peak is the primary feature of Sawtooth 
Mountain. The huge marble wall of the North Face 
is comprised of two tiers - an easily climbed but 
rotten 1400-foot lower step, and a 1300-foot solid 
and vertical upper wall. While the North Face is 
not visible from the highway, a series of equally 
spectacular (but smaller) marble walls along the 
south slope draw considerable attention. 

Dwarfed by the huge walls of Notch Peak and 
nearly hidden from view are the pink granite out-
crops which line the west slope of Sawtooth Moun-
tain. This clean, smooth quartz monzonite has  

managed to go completely unnoticed by Yosemite-
bound climbers on the highway to the south. 

The climbing on the Sawtooth Mountain monzo-
nite is unsurpassed. There are no bolts or fixed 
pins, no chalk marks, no litter, and no climbers. 
The steep faces and spires—some reaching up to 
600 feet—are peppered with flawless jam cracks, 
chimneys, and high-angle friction faces. These 
monzonite exposures start in the canyons below 
the North Face and continue several miles north to 
Painter Springs. 

The largest concentration of monzonite is found 
below the North Face of Notch Peak. To reach it, 
drive north from the Painter Springs turnoff a few 
miles until the great face comes into view. A dirt 
road heads east, directly towards the canyon. A 
4WD is not necessary, but sedans will struggle to 
get within a half mile of the mouth of the canyon. 
Some good climbing can be found in the cliffs near 
the miner's hut (just beyond the end of the road), 
but the real treasure of Sawtooth Mountain lies 
another half mile upstream where a huge hidden 
canyon opens to the north. The canyon is nearly a 
mile long and lined with fine granite walls. The 
canyon floor is flat and wooded, and is well suited 
to camping. Water is not available. 

The Painter Springs section is reached by con-
tinuing north along the main turnoff road to an 
intersection at the first water tank, some 13 miles 
north of the main highway. Turn right (east) at 
the intersection and go about a half mile to the 
second water tank (empty). Park here and hike 
into the canyon (15 minutes), or, if in a 4WD, 
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The main canyon below the North Face of Notch Peak, viewed from the miner's hut. The upper wall of the North 

Face is visible in the background. Photo by David Black 

drive up the deteriorating road, across a steep 
wash and into the mouth of the canyon. At road's 
end is a primitive campground (garbage barrel 
and fire ring), courtesy of the BLM. Water is 
available from the stream, but it will need some 
purification. It is easier to bring more palatable 
water in from Delta. 

From the Painter Springs campground several 
fine outcrops can be reached within ten minutes. 
Fewer than a dozen routes have been done here, 
and five of these excellent routes are shown in the 
accompanying diagrams. 

A south branch of the road at the second water 
tank leads to the base of the next canyon to the 
south. The exposures here, as of this date, have no 
known established routes, and appear to be steeper 
and longer than the Painter Springs rock. 

Sawtooth Mountain is best visited in spring and 
fall, when the oppressive heat and accompanying  

hoards of flies have vanished. Winters are rela-
tively mild, and southern aspects heat up enough 
to provide pleasant climbing in clear weather. The 
area is best avoided in storm conditions, since the 
roads have a tendency to wash out or produce a 
particularly nasty variety of deep, slimy mud. 

Sawtooth Mountain provides a perfect midway 
diversion for climbers en route between Colorado 
or Salt Lake and Yosemite. The area provides 
more possibilities than Lover's Leap or Donner's 
Summit, and at least as much granite as Little 
Cottonwood or the City of Rocks. 

Articles like this one will bring more climbers to 
Sawtooth, and the virgin nature of the climbing 
will eventually disappear. This climber would 
plead with those climbing at Sawtooth to avoid 
bolts (there are none yet) and fixed pins, and to 
refrain from littering, whether it be candy 
wrappers or rappel slings. El 
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General Mountaineering 

By Tim Boyer & Ginger Oppenheimer 

Something tugs at us to be free, to cut a tele-
mark turn, to float a river, to climb a high peak, to 
sit and watch the clouds build. For many of us, 
our wilderness places—the places we like best—are 
high ridges that divide the sky, those ridges above 
the lowlanders' world. Was it something like this 
that persuaded Congress in the spring of 1984 to 
pass the bill to preserve the Mount Baker Wilder-
ness Area? 

The new law created the area, it didn't create 
the wilderness. Mount Baker has always been a 
wilderness, but it has been de facto wilderness be-
cause the 32 square miles of glacier on Mount 
Baker have little economic value. The new law 
created statutory wilderness. In other words, we 
now have a protected Wilderness Area. 

The established wilderness area is a bit under 
118,000 acres. It has 51 miles of trail and the ele-
vation ranges from 2,000 feet to 10,778 feet 
(Mount Baker's summit). The area has over 10,000 
acres of glaciers and bare rock ridges. The new 
wilderness area includes the headwaters of three 
important rivers: the Baker and the North and 
Middle Forks of the Nooksack. 

The long battle for protection of the Mount 
Baker area started as early as 1909 when the 
Mazamas, after a visit to Mount Baker, called for 
a National Park to be established similar to the 
National Parks of Mount Rainier, Mount Olympus 

SUMMIT / May-June, 1986 

and Crater Lake. Then, between 1910 and 1917, 
the Mount Baker Club and the Bellingham Cham-
ber of Commerce repeatedly urged the federal 
government to establish a national park. These 
local business interests wanted to enhance tourism 
in the northwest corner of Washington state more 
than they wanted preservation of this gleaming 
giant and its surrounding area. 

More recently, after Mount Baker was excluded 
from the North Cascade National Park (estab-
lished 1969), and after RARE II (Roadless Area 
Review and Evaluation) placed Mount Baker in a 
non-wilderness category, the Mount Baker Wilder-
ness Association started lobbying for wilderness 
protection of Mount Baker and the surrounding 
area (see Summit, Vol. 27, #2, March-April 1981). 

Of the four areas the Mount Baker Wilderness 
Association lobbied for, they were successful in 
getting three included in the Wilderness Area. The 
Northern Section (Tomyhoi and Silesia Creek 
drainages), the Central Section (Mount Baker), 
and the Western Section (The Twin Sisters Range) 
are included. The Southern Section (the section 
south of Baker Lake) was excluded. 

Besides losing the Southern Section to timber 
interest, and the southern slopes of the Twin 
Sisters Range because of mining interest, there is 
a National Recreation Area on the south side of 
Mount Baker. This National Recreation Area is a 



wedge that cuts into the Wilderness Area all the 
way to the summit of Mount Baker. Bordered by 
the Deming Glacier on the west side and the 
Squak Glacier on the east side, almost the entire 
Easton Glacier is included in the NRA. So are 
Schriebers and Morovitz Meadows, and the Rail-
road Grade Moraine, some of the more picturesque 
and aesthetic places on Mount Baker. 

While we may not like the idea of the southern 
slopes of the Twin Sisters Range, and the pro-
posed Southern Section being excluded because of 
mining and timber interests, who among us would 
have thought we'd lose wilderness to a large and 
forceful snowmobile lobby? 

In the RARE II process of outlining roadless 
areas and looking at their future potential for wil-
derness designation, the large snowmobile lobby 
made itself known. Because of their history of past 
use and strong lobbying efforts, it was possible for 
them to get the National Recreation Area on the 
south side of Mt. Baker set aside for themselves. 
Motorized vehicles are normally allowed in Na-
tional Recreation Areas, but this NRA has some 
limitations placed on motorized usage. Snowmo-
biles are allowed only in the winter, so in the sum-
mer there are no motorized vehicles in the mead-
ows and upper regions of the NRA. 

The snowmobilers say they lobbied so hard for 
this because it is one of the best snowmobiling 
areas in the state (watch out for those crevasses!). 

Now that Mount Baker and the surrounding 
areas have been protected from the "chainsaw and 
bulldozer," the U.S. Forest Service and wilderness 
advocates face a tougher challenge: protecting the 
wilderness from the high impact of wilderness 
users. An example of high use and impact is the 
Kulshan Cabin area on the northwest side of Mt. 
Baker. On a sunny July weekend there might be 
one or two hundred climbers passing through the 
area and several hundred day hikers and weekend 
backpackers passing through or staying in the 
Kuishan Cabin area. Overnight use of the cabin 
was suspended in the summer of 1984. This helped 
to lessen the impact, but the area is still tremen-
dously overused. There will be some changes in the 
next several years: the cabin is to be removed, 
either carried out or burned down, then the cabin 
area will be restored to its natural condition. 
Neither of these will be easy jobs; carrying out all 
the glass, cement, metal, and other trash from the 
cabin will be a herculean task. Also, the soil is  

compacted in the area around the cabin from years 
of overuse. Restoration of the soil and vegetation 
will be an even more difficult task. 

American Border Peak, Mount Larrabee, Tomy-
hoi Peak, Yellow Aster Butte, The Plediades, the 
entire Twin Sisters Range and the Mount Baker 
massif offer a variety and diversity of climbing 
and scrambling. The Mount Baker Wilderness 
Area has something for just about everyone: 
whether you enjoy a mountain stroll on class two 
rock or the challenge of a 45-degree, 2,000-foot 
intermediate ice climb. There are ample hiking, 
backpacking, fishing, camping, and skiing oppor-
tunities as well. 

As mountain climbers, it's easy for us to under-
stand why Mount Baker, the Twin Sisters Range, 
and the Tomyhoi-Larrabee area deserve wilderness 
protection. But, sometimes the question, "Why do 
we need wilderness areas?" reminds us of what Sir 
Edmond Hillary was asked about Everest, "Why 
do you want to climb Mount Everest?" It's obvi-
ous, but somehow seems to defy an easy explana-
tion. Such a simple question gets a complex 
answer because it evokes in us an emotional re-
sponse. We know we need it, we can feel the need, 
but it's hard to express that need. 

The things we like best in wilderness are trans-
itory: evening light, sunrises and sunsets, fall 
colors, strong winds, storms, lightning, new snow, 
full moons, and more. . . The essence of all these 
things is the moment. They happen, and to experi-
ence them, to see them, we need to be in the right 
place with the right attitude. By setting aside a 
special place and calling it "wilderness," we go 
there wondering why it's special. Going into 
wilderness with an open mind can let us experience 
the physical beauty and the spiritual renewal that 
is there waiting for us. 

Wilderness is many different things to each of 
us. It can be a wild place, a place free of roads 
and/or people, an area undisturbed by man. It can 
also be viewed as an intact ecosystem or a game 
habitat. There are two typical ways of looking at 
wilderness: one is the physical sight, the other is 
the spiritual aspect. 

While one group argues for preservation of un-
equaled scenic beauty, the other might argue that 
we have a psychological need for wilderness. Both 
approaches have their merits. And, surely, Con-
gress had many different reasons for finally creat-
ing the Mount Baker Wilderness Area. Perhaps it 
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Mt. Baker from Mt. Shuksan. 

Sherman Peak and Crater are on the 

left side of Mt. Baker. 

Photos by Tim Boyer 

- 

w •  

-.,.. 

Mount Baker and the Railroad Grade Moraine as seen from Morovitz Meadows. This area is in the 

National Recreation Area. 

was an expression of their collective subconscious 
need for wild places and unexcelled scenic beauty. 

For more information on the history and cultur-
al background of the Mount Baker area, read 
Koma Kuishan by John Miles, published by The 
Mountaineers. Mountain information and route 
descriptions can be found in Fred Beckey's Cas-
cade Alpine Guide, Rainy Pass to Fraser River 
(the red one). Also published by The Mountain- 
eers. El 
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Left: Climbers 

at Sherman Crater. 

Right: Colfax Peak, one of 

the Black Buttes, towers above a 

climbers' camp at the 7,000-foot 

level on the Coleman Glacier. 
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Rock Climbing 

A Ei*ANXI Ab'V1:NTiJV1: ByCraigPeer 

The ranger gives us a strange look. "You're 
going to climb the Grand Sentinel? I've been here 
eight years, and I've never seen anyone climb that 
route!" 

I'm here in Kings Canyon with Duncan Laing to 
ascend the longest route in the park and hopefully 
escape the Yosemite crowds. On this warm July 
day we seem to be the only climbers in all of Kings 
Canyon! I have a passion for the adventure to be 
found climbing obscure big walls. Since most of 
the rangers weren't even aware there was a route 
on the North Face of the Grand Sentinel, I guess it 
could be considered obscure. Some of the possible 
reasons for this obscurity soon became apparent. 

Just because it looks close to the road doesn't 
mean it's easy to get to—something I always seem 
to forget within two weeks of the last epic! The 
wall never seems to get closer; it just gets bigger. 
This is Duncan's first big wall climb, and he's be-
ginning to realize why he hasn't volunteered for 
one of these projects before. Staggering under 
heavy packs over scree in the hot sun can only be 
enjoyed by climbers who are either masochistic or 
slightly crazy. Duncan is fast realizing that I'm 
probably both. 

"Watch out for the stinging nettles," was what 
the ranger told us. He should have said the sea of 
nettles! 

"Hey, Duncan, what does a stinging nettle look 
like?" Rip, "ouch," bleed. I'm learning quickly! 
We reach the wall, locate the start of the route and 
begin climbing. Whatever horrors wait for us on 
the wall above, they couldn't possibly compare to 
a retreat back through those hideous nettles! At 
least, we hope not. 

At the end of the first day we bivy on a small 
ledge 400 feet up the wall. When the North Face of 
the Grand Sentinel was first climbed in 1967 by 
Royal Robbins and Yvon Chouinard, it was rated 
V, 5.9, A2. In the first three pitches, we've already 
encountered 5.9, A2 in a complicated mixture of 
cracks, face, and flakes. Nothing like getting right 
down to business! Unfortunately, the second day 
dawns grey and wet as I climb a perfect crack on a 
beautiful orange lichen-speckled wall. The rain  

pours hard as I leave the dry comfort of a huge 
overhang to slog up 5.9 cracks interspersed with 
overhanging aid. I consider retreating, then re-
member those deadly nettles waiting below. Al-
though the visibility is less than 50 feet, Duncan 
remembers them too and quickly disappears onto 
the wet, mist-enshrouded and poorly protected 
face above—luckily only of moderate difficulty. A 
salvo of rocks through the clouds signals that 
Duncan's at the belay ledge, and I soon join him, 
soaked to the bone. Not finding a bivy ledge on 
which to dry out, I proceed to create one out of a 
grassy slope with my peg hammer. With visibility 
near zero in the mist, we're going to have to wait 
until we can see where we're going. We relax on 
our freshly-made bivouac terrace for a damp night. 
We are on the giant ledge system that bisects the 
wall at mid-height. So far, there has been no evi-
dence of previous climbers on the route. 

The next day, after a late start drying out in the 
sun, we climb up into the main feature of the 
Grand Sentinel, a huge 800-foot open book that 
splits the upper part of the wall. The climbing in 
the dihedral is an interesting mixture of tech-
niques. Fingertip to off-width cracks with over-
hanging aid from knifeblades to 4-inch bongs 
ending in sling belays. Free climbing is difficult as 
long sections are veritable hanging gardens requir-
ing nailing once you find the cracks. 

"Hey, Duncan, nobody's been here for a long 
time." 

"How do you know?" replies Duncan. The an-
swer immediately rains down in the form of dirt, 
plants, and branches. For poor Duncan it's like 
being hit by an exploding greenhouse! 

It's slow progress, and by the end of the day we 
happily settle down on a micro bivy with our feet 
in the air. The route above is much cleaner due to 
the fact it's overhanging. That's just fine with 
Duncan. All that falling dirt sifted through his 
shirt on its way to his shoes! 

At dawn on our fourth and final day on the wall, 
I start climbing what has to have been the strang-
est pitch of my life. Expanding aid cracks lead to 
the corner of a giant overhang, clearly visible from 
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General Mountaineering 

... 

Mt. Victoria, (left) perhaps one of the 
best known mountains in the Canadian Rockies. 
Lake O'Hara is on the right. 

Mount Victoria is perhaps one of the best known 
mountains in the Canadian Rockies. Its knife-edge 
ridge and summit form part of North America's 
continental divide and is the boundary between 

Banff National Park in Alberta and Yoho National 
Park in British Columbia. On the Banff side, 
Mount Victoria rises above famous Lake Louise. 
On the Yoho side is the incomparable Lake O'Hara 
Valley. Mount Victoria, as well as the whole area, 
was recognized by early explorers as having excep- 
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tional natural beauty and has since become a goal 
of mountaineers the world over. 

On a cold overcast summer day of 1882, snow 
was falling high on Mount Victoria. Avalanches 
rumbling off the peak's upper slopes could be 
heard down where Tom Wilson, an employee of the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad, was camped with a 
small group of Stoney Indians. 

Wilson's camp was along the Pipestone River 
near its junction with the Bow. One of the Stoney 



SECRETS OF VICTORIA 
Text and Photos by Mike McWherter 

A climber on the 
snowy summit ridge of Mt. Victoria in 

the Canadian Rockies. 

Indians, Edwin Hunter, told Wilson that the 
rumbling sounds came from a great snowy moun-
tain above "the lake of the little fishes." The next 
day Hunter led Wilson to the lake shore where 
they gazed at the beauty of Lake Louise and 

Mount Victoria. Wilson named the lake of his dis-
covery Emerald Lake, but the name was later 
changed by the Canadian Geographic Board to 
Lake Louise, after Princess Louise Caroline 
Alberta, wife of the Marquis of Lorne, Governor  

General of Canada from 1878 to 1883. The magnifi-
cent peak above the lake was named after Queen 
Victoria, queen of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and empress of India during 
the latter part of the nineteenth century. 

The Canadian Pacific Railroad (CPR) was work-
ing hard to extend its rails deeper into the Rock-
ies. By 1883, train engines were puffing up the 
Bow Valley, reaching a point near Lake Louise. In 
1890, the CPR built a small chalet near the lake 
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shore. Over the years the modest little chalet 
evolved into the modern, rather massive, Lake 
Louise Lodge. The sight of Mount Victoria above 
Lake Louise is today one of the best known moun-
tain scenes of the Canadian Rockies. 

Between Mount Victoria and Mount Lefroy is a 
high pass which was to become the staging ground 
for serious attempts on these spectacular peaks. 
The pass was named after Philip Abbot, a member 
of the Appalachian Mountain Club, who fell to his 
death in 1896 while attempting a first ascent of 
Mount Lefroy with Professor C. E. Fay and C. S. 
Thompson. He was the first alpinist to die in the 
Canadian Rockies in a mountaineering related in-
cident. 

In the memory of Abbot, Fay returned for 
another try on Lefroy. He and Professors J. N. 
Collie and Dixon of the British Alpine Club, with 
the Swiss guide Peter Sarbach, reached the sum-
mit of Lefroy exactly one year to the day after 
Abbot's tragic death. Mount Victoria's highest 
summit (the south peak, 11,365 feet) was reached a 
few days later by Fay, Collie, Professor A. Michael 
of Boston, and Sarbach. From Abbot Pass they 
climbed the loose rock on the northwest to the 
main arete and followed it to the summit. 

Today, most climbers elect to climb Mount 
Victoria from Abbot Pass, using the route of the 
first ascent party. Abbot Pass can be approached 
from either Lake Louise or Lake O'Hara. From the 
Lake Louise Lodge, the trail leads to a teahouse at 
the Plain of Six Glaciers and then to the moraine 
lookout. From this point Abbot Pass can be seen. 
Dropping to the glacier, one must pass through an 
area called the Death Trap. This area, between 
Mount Lefroy and Mount Victoria, was named 
because of the danger of snow avalanches from 
Lefroy during early season and the less predictable 
serac ice falling from Victoria. The ascent from 
Lake Louise to Abott Pass takes 5 to 7 hours. An 
early start is advisable. 

From Lake O'Hara, follow the trail to the north-
west side of Lake Oesa where, further up, it starts 
a steep climb beneath Mount Victoria. As the trail 
ascends to Abbot Pass it begins to fade and soon  

disappears completely in loose talus. Since the 
route passes directly below the steep rock walls of 
Victoria, be vigilant of possible rockfall. Scramb-
ling up the unpleasantly loose talus, the pass is 
finally reached. As of 1985, there were plans to 
complete a trail from Lake Oesa to Abbot Pass. 
Such a trail would be difficult to maintain consid-
ering the avalanches which sweep the loose rock 
every winter. The advantage of the Lake O'Hara 
approach over the Lake Louise approach is the 
shorter time requirement (3 to 5 hours) and less 
elevation gain (about 3,000 feet). It also avoids the 
Death Trap. 

Located on Abbot Pass is a large two-story 
rectangular rock structure, Abbot Hut, built to 
accommodate hikers and climbers. Reservations 
are required for parties wishing to stay in the hut. 
For the Lake Louise side approach (Banff National 
Park), make reservations at the ranger station in 
Lake Louise townsite. For the Lake O'Hara ap-
proach (Yoho National Park), make reservations at 
the ranger station in Field. Also in Field, make a 
reservation for the bus ride to Lake O'Hara. If you 
plan to spend additional time at Lake O'Hara, 
both cabins and campsites are available. 

The Climb 
Norm Benton and I left our campsite at Lake 

O'Hara in early July to climb Mount Victoria. 
Norm is 62 years old, going strong, and has been 
referred to by other climbers affectionately as "in-
destructible." I met him in 1978 while on a climb 
of Huascaran in Peru. For years, Norm had been 
trying to drag me away from the Andes to see the 
beauty of the Canadian Rockies. I was glad he fi-
nally succeeded. This was his 9th visit to the Lake 
O'Hara area and my first. Norm's previous at-
tempt of Victoria, over 20 years ago, was cut short 
by bad weather. We followed the standard ap-
proach from Lake O'Hara and early in the after-
noon arrived at Abbot Hut. The hut was a 
welcome sight to two tired climbers looking for 
shelter from a cold gusty wind ripping over the 
pass. 

Abbot Hut was built in 1922 by employees of 
the CPR. Swiss guides and workers used the backs 
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of horses, as well as their own, to transport heavy 
construction materials from Lake Louise to the 
Death Trap. It was then winched up to Abbot 
Pass. At an elevation of 9,595 feet, the Abbot Hut 
enjoyed for 60 years the status of being the 
highest hut in Canada. Recently (1982), a slightly 
higher hut was built in the nearby Ten Peaks area. 

The initiation of hut building in the Canadian 
Rockies can be attributed to the CPR. With the 
trans-Canadian railroad completed in 1886, inter-
est in the Rockies was growing fast. The CPR 
wanted to encourage tourism and brought Swiss 
mountain guides to Lake Louise to guide climbing 
groups. Small alpine huts were built to make their 
stay more pleasant. The Alpine Club of Canada 
(ACC) was formed in 1906 and lent its support in 
building huts. Since the club's first hut in 1927 
(the Fay Hut), the club has become the prime force 
in building and maintaining huts in Canada today. 

The day we arrived at Abbot Hut, Parks 
Canada had officially given up the responsibility of 
maintaining not only Abbot Hut but all other huts 
not already under the auspices of the ACC. In the 
future it will be up to the ACC to maintain these 
structures. Abbot Hut is large enough to sleep 32 
people, 16 on bunks on the main floor and 16 more 
in the loft. We opened a squeaky door and walked 
inside. Although we were out of the strong wind, 
cold still air inside the hut made it feel like we 
were entering a giant refrigerator. A large wood-
burning stove and some wood outside was a real 
temptation. The wood was probably helicoptered 
to the pass, and we assumed it was for emergen-
cies, and so did not indulge. The kitchen had a 
cooking counter, a separate table to eat on, two 
Coleman (white gas) stoves, and a Coleman 
lantern. A few old pots, pans, and dishes adorned 
the cupboards. Water was obtained from melting 
some of the endless supply of snow just outside 
the door. 

We got an early start the next morning and 
soon were climbing the shake rock of Victoria, 
famous for its "disposable" handholds and foot-
holds. The sun had not yet hit the face and the 
rock was cold. Loose rock is one thing. Slick water 
ice on top of loose rock is another. Because of our 
early start we encountered many sections of rock 
covered with a layer of thin water ice which had 
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formed during the previous night. Our crampons 
proved useful in getting over these stretches and 
even provided some security on the loose rock. Al-
though there were no solid anchors for a belayer or 
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secure placements for leader protection, we decided 
to get the rope out anyway. We led short pitches, 
reasoning that a short fall could probably be 
stopped by the belayer. Climbing like reluctant 
snails tied together on a rope, we inched upwards. 

Golden rays of morning sunshine finally lit the 
rock face and the ice began to soften and melt. 
Above, the rock merged into steep snow which 
continued upward to the summit ridge. When we 
reached the snow we kicked deep steps and felt 
some relief from the unstable rock below. Higher 
up, on the ridge, we continued our belays since the 
snow on the Lake Louise side of Victoria was very 
steep, sloping downward, to end on the rock cliffs 
above the Death Trap. We could easily imagine 
how avalanches might start on Victoria, swoop 
downward, spill over the rock wall, and onto who-
ever might be so unfortunable to be there. 

The other side of the summit ridge consisted of 
nearly perpendicular rotten rock. The ridge seemed 
to be the best place to climb. It was certainly the 
best place for views. I have always been partial to 
climbs along ridges because of their unobstructed 
views. But Victoria is special because so many 
spectacular peaks are close by. As we plodded 
along the ridge we could see in the southwest 
Mount Hungabee, Odaray Mountain, Mount Hub-
ber, and Wiwaxy Peaks. Behind us was Yukness 
Mountain, Mount Lefroy and Mount Biddle. On 
the other side of the ridge, and to the northeast, 
was Lake Louise—looking like a little turquoise 
gem. The huge Lake Louise Lodge was barely visi-
ble, so I doubt if we had any fans watching us. 

When we reached a high snow promotory we 
could see that the ridge dropped dramatically, and 
then rose as it continued on to the higher summit. 

Abbot Hut is a large two-story rectangular rock structure, 
built in 1922 by the employees of the Canadian Pacific Railroad, on Abbot Pass. 

It was built to accommodate hikers and climbers. Reservations 
are required for parties wishing to stay in the hut. 
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From Abbot Pass, the morning light 

enhances the Canadian Rockies. Mt. Hun gabee is 

on the left. 

We knew that we would never make the summit 
and get back down over the loose rock to the hut 
before dark. We had not expected the summit 
ridge to be so long. I took a series of photographs 
to record the dramatic scenery. Then it was time 
to return. 

On the descent we unavoidably started several 
avalanches which began as little more than small 
sluffs from our steps. The size of the sluffs quickly 
grew in their slide downward, fanning out into big 
masses of moving snow, and then pouring noisily 
over the rock cliffs above the Death Trap. I under-
stood only too well now why the ranger at Banff 
National Park had advised us to avoid the Death 
Trap. When we reached the rotten rock we used 
even more caution than on the ascent. 

We arrived back at Abbot Hut feeling very 
satisfied with the climb, despite not reaching the  

summit. For me, the sweeping panoramas experi-
enced along the summit ridge was very rewarding. 
Although we got back to the hut about 7 p.m., 
having been out for 14 hours, we were not tired. I 
have always believed that climbing in the moun-
tains produces a natural high (adrenalin?) capable 
of temporarily overshadowing fatigue. That night, 
while gathering snow to melt for our dehydrated 
bodies, I was again taken back by the area's dra-
matic mountain scenery when a full moon came up 
near Mount Hungabee. That night the adrenalin 
subsided, fatigue set in, and deep sleep followed. 

In the morning we headed down to Lake 
O'Hara, ending our attempt on Mount Victoria. 
Abbot Hut, loose rock, steep snow, avalanches, 
long summit ridges, and dramatic mountain 
scenery—we had discovered for ourselves a few of 
Victoria's secrets. 
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News Items 

scrzee 
Tragedy on Mt. Hood 

Oregon Indians once believed that Mount Hood, a snow-
clad volcano about 60 miles southeast of Portland, was the 
home of demons who, when angered, would gush torrents 
of fire down the mountain slopes to destroy their villages. 

Those demons of legend howled to life again on May 12 
—but this time bringing wind and snow, not fire—that 
trapped 13 climbers high on Hood's southern flank. Three 
died during the storms onslaught, two walked out, and 
searchers late on May 15 discovered the other eight climb-
ers in a crude snow cave. Only two of the eight survived, 
so the mountain claimed nine lives. It was the second 
worst climbing tragedy in U.S. history, after the June 21, 
1981 disaster on Mt. Rainier's standard route, in which 
eleven climbers died when an icefall cut loose above them. 

Because it visually dominates the Oregon Cascades and 
is close to Portland, Mount Hood is a virtual alpine mag-
net each spring and summer to thousands of novice 
climbers and many untrained hikers. They are tempted 
toward summit bids by the peak's relatively simple stan-
dard route. An estimated 10,000 climbers—many of them 
raw beginners so poorly equipped to meet sudden storms 
that forest officials have found some who strapped crude 
crampons over tennis shoes—try to hit the top every year. 

About eighty percent of all Hood climbers ply a rela-
tively easy "walkup" trail called the South Side Route. 
The heavily glaciated Hood now is the world's second 
most climbed peak after Japan's Mount Fujiyama. 

This isn't the first time that mountaineering tragedy 
has marred the classicly proportioned 11,245-foot cone. In 
a near century of climbing history, Mount Hood's weath-
er crevasses and icy slopes have killed about 110 people 
and injured countless more, the U.S. Forest Service says. 
Bruce Haynes, who administers the Forest Service's 
climbing program on Hood, said at least one or two climb-
ers die each year on the peak, but rarely on the easy 
south flank where the ill-fated Oregon Episcopal School 
team was climbing. Hood history shows that one girl was 
killed and eighteen youths were injured, some seriously, 
in July, 1956, when a rope team tumbled down a four 
hundred foot slope and slid helplessly into a deep cre-
vasse. The girl suffocated when her friends' bodies, one 
after another, piled atop her and drove her broken frame 
deep into a snowdrift. Then on June 21, 1981, five 
climbers died and the others in a sixteen member party 
were injured in a chain reaction fall while descending a 
steep section at the 8,500-foot level on Hood's Elliott 
Glacier. 

By macabre coincidence, that was the same day when 
the worst mountaineering accident in American history 
occurred on Mount Rainier's standard route, just below 
Disappointment Cleaver, also on that peak's southern 
side. The guides that day worked for Lou Whittaker's 
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Rainier Mountaineering, Inc. Five guides survived, as did 
thirteen badly shaken climbers, all of whom walked off 
the mountain and later told of huge blocks of ice that 
crashed down on the glacier around them, sweeping their 
friends into oblivion. 

Back on Hood, the standard route starts at Timberline 
Lodge and follows gentle snowslopes under two chairlifts 
up from 6,000 feet to 8,500 feet over a two-mile hike. At 
the end of the Palmer Chairlift, the route meets thirty-
five degree slopes that lead up the Triangle Moraine, a 
fan of dirt and rocks leading up to an elevation of about 
9,200 feet on thirty-five degree terrain. Then climbers 
skirt the southwest edge of the White River Glacier up to 
the Hog's Back, a ridge behind Crater Rock that leads to a 
large crevasse at about 10,500 feet. Climbers cross snow-
bridges early in the season or move around the 'schrund' 
in summer. From here, the route steepens to about forty-
degree snow slopes up to a narrow, sometimes icy chute, 
which gains about one hundred feet between two rock 
walls. From the top of the chute, which in warm weather 
can be a bowling alley of dangerous rockfall, climbers 
eventually meet a gentle snow slope to the summit. 

It's easy," Haynes said, "but you really need a window 
of good weather to do it." 

Mt. Vinson, anyone? 

If you are very rich and have mountaineering experi-
ence this trip may be just for you. Mountain Travel is 
planning an extraordinary expedition: a climb of Mt. 
Vinson, highest peak on Antarctica. 

Mt. Vinson soars to 16,000 feet in the ice-bound interior 
of Antarctica, 600 miles from the South Pole. The peak 
was only discovered in 1957, and since that time just five 
expeditions have visited the area. 

The expedition will fly from Punta Arenas, Chile, to a 
base camp 20 miles from Mt. Vinson on a specially 
equipped, long-range, twin-engine Canadian-built De 
Havilland Twin Otter. Because the flying distance be-
tween Chile and interior Antarctica is so great, drops of 
fuel supplies have been made in advance by boat, by para-
chute drop and by airlift at various refueling points en-
route to Mt. Vinson and back. 

Giles Kershaw of Britain, who captains a Boeing 737 for 
British Airways, will operate the aircraft. The climb will 
be led by Martyn Williams, one of Canada's most experi-
enced wilderness guides. 

The 25-day expedition departs from the U.S. on Novem-
ber 19, 1986. Cost per person is $19,000! It will be limited 
to a maximum of 7 persons. 



Ten Russian Alpine Aces Visit U.S. 
A team of Russia's top mountaineers landed in Alaska 

on May 6, coming in from New York, bent on climbing Mt. 
McKinley via the tough and seldom climbed Cassin Ridge. 
This team of ten is only the second Soviet expedition ever 
to attempt the 20,320-foot roof of North America. Six 
Russians reached the summit of Denali in 1977, one of 
whom, Oleg Borisyonok, 48, is on the new team this 
spring. 

Virginia businessman William Garner and Washington, 
D.C. lawyer Randy Starrett organized the invitational 
climb last year while they were in the Russian Pamirs for 
a climb. They hope to establish a long-lived mountaineer-
ing exchange program that may help heighten under-
standing between the two distant nations. Both Ameri-
cans will accompany the Russian team on the Cassin 
Ridge. 

Among provisions the Soviets brought from the moth-
erland were such dubious delicacies as bacon fat, dried 
cubes of sour black bread and horseradish. They also 
bought about $300 worth of spicy pepperoni sausage via a 
Seattle connection, but that shipment vanished in Talkeet-
na and is presumed stolen. 

The Soviet team hoped to reach the Denali summit in 
about 15 days. They have some of Russian's primo alpin-
ists, including Borisyonok, who's summited on peaks high-
er than McKinley 27 times. The team also includes leader 
Walery Epov, Nikolai Chorny, Sergei Bogomolov, Vladi-
mir Puchkov, Vitaly Bakhtigozin, Leonid Troshinenko, 
Yury Borodkin, Viktor Baibara and Yury Golodov. 

After the McKinley climb, the American Alpine Club 
will squire the Russians around Seattle for two days in 
late May, then they'll fly to the nation's capital for a brief 
visit. 

Garner and Starrett have received the coveted Russian 
Order of the Snow Leopard, a climbing honor never be-
fore bestowed on non-Russians. 

—John Hessburg 

Action on Denali 

As of May 4th, there were a total of 52 expeditions and 
196 climbers attempting routes on Denali. Mountaineering 
rangers say they are running about 15% above last year's 
figures in parties that have registered to climb in 
McKinley Park. The first party to return from the summit 
of Denali reported temperatures of 30 to 40 below zero 
(degrees F.) at 16,000 feet, normal for this time of year. 

Unfortunately, on April 20th, two French climbers died 
in a crevasse fall at 9,000 feet on the Kahiltna Glacier. 
Both were not roped and pulling a heavy sled together. 
Besides traveling improperly, they were off route. 
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Climbers Exchange with Yugoslavia 

The American Alpine Club's International Climbing Ex-
change Committee has negotiated climbing exchanges 
with the Czechoslovak Association of Physical Culture for 
the years 1986 and 1987. Ten American climbers have 
been invited to spend thirty-five days in Czechoslovakia 
commencing August 30, 1986, during which time all ex-
penses for hotel in Prague, camping huts in sandstone 
areas and mountain chalets in the Tatras and transporta-
tion within Czechoslovakia will be paid by their hosts. 
Climbing will be in sandstone and limestone areas as well 
as the High Tatras, plus sightseeing in Prague and sur-
rounding areas. The Americans who are chosen for this 
exchange will have to pay their own travel expenses to 
reach Czechoslovakia. 

Czechoslovakian climbers will be invited to come to the 
United States in 1987. J" order to defray the Czechoslo-
vokian expenses during their visit to the United States, 
the Americans chosen for this exchange will contribute 
$400 each to the American Alpine Club. Any climber in-
terested in this exchange should apply before June 20, 
1986 to Adams Carter, 261 Centre Street, Milton, Massa-
chusetts 02186, giving his climbing qualifications. 

Wilderness and Civilization-1986 

Since 1975, the University of Montana has offered an 
interdisciplinary program focusing on the relationship 
between wilderness and civilization. Eighteen credits are 
offered in courses linking the humanities and the sciences. 
Courses include Wilderness and Expression, Conservation 
of Human and Natural Resources, Environmental Ethics, 
and Wilderness in American Literature. The program be-
gins with an 11-day wilderness trek in the Northern 
Rocky Mountains. For more information, contact the Wil-
derness Institute, School of Forestry, University of Mon-
tana, Missoula, MT 59812. (406) 243-5361. 

STEPHENSON'S WARM LITE TENTS AND BAGS 

When you want ruggedness and reliability, you'll want a 
STEPHENSON Warmlite Tent, the original and still most storm 
resistant round top tent. 

STEPHENSON'S ultralight and compact COMPLETE sleeping 
systems from $225. Absolutely stormproof, light but roomy tents 
from 2-man at 2 lbs., $280 to 6-man at 5 lbs., $500. 

Send $3 for complete catalog to: 
STEPHENSON, RED 4, Box 145, Gilford, N.H. 03246 



By Eric Redtern 

i.I . 

MOUNT THOR- 

direct 
west face 

Eric Brand leading at the 700-foot level on Mt. Thor. 

Photo by Tom Bepler 

As the twin-engine plane roared off the Fro-
bisher Bay runway en route to Pangnirtung, a 
small settlement on Baffin Island which the 
natives call "Pang," I gazed out the window at the 
desolate, frozen wilderness below and realized that 
months of work were over and the fun would soon 
begin. Eric Brand was dispatched a week earlier 
from San Francisco to deal with Canadian 

Customs and negotiate for snowmobile transport 
of hundreds of pounds of equipment and food up a 
frozen fiord and the frozen Weasel River to a base-
camp below the West Face of Mt. Thor. As John 
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Bagley, Tom Bepler and I relaxed and drank 
coffee served to us by a beautiful lady on this 
vibrating monster of an airplane, we thought of 
Eric shivering all alone in a tent above the Arctic 
Circle, miles away from the nearest person. I knew 
he would be glad that we picked up a last minute 
bottle of whiskey in Frobisher. 

Landing in Pangnirtung was more of a con-
trolled crash, but we were safe on the ground, at 
least temporarily. Clemont Brevard and Ray 
Brennaman of Parks Canada gave us a fine wel-
come to Baffin Island and let the Inuit packers 



:r  

, 

,

1 

I 
fj 

Tit- 

It  

IjV - 

- -. 
 

1 \ k 1I  S fr/ t 4  

t :t 
r 5 

Ni 

 

V.V 

Ti i I 

All 

4? k 
jj 

fr. - 

•1 V  

Yl 

I I ' 
'.' 

/• 
,V 

JI 

px 

V V -- 
V V V  

Y i/ 
• 

V 
- V'  T 

f "6' 1 ,7 

lot 

 

1 4 •....- 
V 

AO 

YVI, AN 

- V 4VV VVVf 
V 

V. 
.V 

fr4V 7 fri 
- 

West Face of Mt. Thor. Photo by Earl Red fern 



know that we would be ready to leave in an hour. 
As John and I helped pack the sleds, Tom went to 
the Hudson Bay store for some last minute sup-
plies. After putting on all the clothes we had and 
leaving a radio with the rangers, we found our-
selves being pulled along the fiord ice at breakneck 
speeds en route to basecamp. A bit of pulling and 
falling got us over a small frozen waterfall in the 
river and soon we were passing around the bottle 
with Eric and the Inuits and gazing up at Mt. 
Thor with open mouths, asking, "We're going to 
climb that?" 

It had been very cold and storming for days, 
which had forced Eric to dig in behind a large 
boulder at the river's edge. Upon arrival, we trans-
ported all equipment over rough and frozen tundra 
to basecamp by a giant boulder about a mile from 
the base of Mt. Thor's West Face. During the next 
12 days we carried heavy loads to the base up 
steep slabs of ice-covered rock and climbed about 
1,000 feet up the lower face, leaving fixed ropes as 
we progressed. We were soon made painfully 
aware that we would be moving targets for a con-
siderable amount of falling rock from the upper 
wall. We were extremely freaked out during the 
entire climb by the strong potential for getting 
"creamed" by large rocks falling continuously and 
without warning from high above. The first few 
pitches went free with an occasional aid move. The 
fun began when we had to switch from Fires to 
double boots, crampons and ice tools for wild 
mixed pitches up to a belay in a major "firing 
zone" on top of a pedestal at the 600-foot level. I 
was scrambling around unroped trying to take a 
photo when I heard a whistle followed by a loud 
ring, and the lights went out. My next sensation 
was of being dragged around by Tom and being 
stuffed under an overhang while trying to catch 
my breath. The look in Tom's eyes was one of ter-
ror until I said something like, "Wow! What was 
that, a house?" No blood. No brains. Thank you, 
RET, for the fine MSR helmets. I've never worn 
one before; guess it was time. 

Up to this point, the route the Japanese had 
started was fine, but it now became obvious that 
not only did they drill a 300-foot bolt ladder with 
weird bolts drilled at an upward angle, but some-
one had chopped and/or pulled out the first 275  

feet. We had two A4 pitches of tiny craters with 
rotten rock between until the last 75 feet, which 
was intact and Al. We were now fixed to about 
the 1,000-foot level. 

During one of our descents to basecamp after 
carrying up loads, John took a long slide and hit a 
sharp rock cutting a deep gash in his side which 
required several stitches to stop the bleeding. 
However, he was ready to climb in two days and 
was very upset at me for insisting that he rest for 
just one more day. He felt better and jumared up 
1,000 feet with me, helped clear the lines, and after 
a steep snow traverse we set up a rope straight 
down the overhanging face to the base. We were 
now ready to commit to the face, so Tom and John 
went up to set up a hauling winch while Eric and I 
prepared the 6 haul bags and the bivouac tent for 
hauling. We used the winch to haul about 1,000 
pounds of equipment on one long Bluewater 9mm 
rope for a 1,000-foot haul. The winch was my 
stupid idea and when the bags got stuck under a 
roof at the 300-foot level I proved that two idiotic 
wrongs make a right by jumaring up the trail line 
and riding the bags to the top. The rope was tight 
enough to play a tune on, and I was whispering on 
the radio to Tom at the winch to "crank it just one 
more click" while John, at the pulley, kept saying, 
"It's gonna blow. It's gonna blow." I must say 
that after that I have the utmost faith and confi-
dence in Bluewater ropes. They are as tough as 
they come. 

No more winch for these guys; we body-hauled 
the rest of the gear and after sitting out a really 
nasty storm, Eric joined us on the ledge we called 
"impact ledge" or "latrine ledge" because we were 
pinned down by an even nastier storm for almost a 
week before being able to continue. We decided at 
this point that the Japanese route was nuts so 
Eric and I free climbed straight up and left to a 
place we called "The Heart" because it was under 
a giant, heart-shaped bulge where Tom and John 
set up the "wall tent" for our first hanging 
bivouac on the face. The "wall tent" was a 
four-min, couble deck, Cordura covered hanging 
tent that we made especially for the radical storms 
of Mt. Thor. 

After traversing about 100 feet, we rejoined the 
Japanese route and found piles of old rope, pitons, 
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hundreds of bolts and a large bag of rice which 
probably saved us later by extending our food 
supply substantially. I was surprised to see bolts 
drilled next to easy Al cracks and belays with five 
bolts, all poorly placed. Tom and John led out a 
few hundred feet and were forced to retreat due to 
fierce winds and blowing snow and ice. Eric and I 
then climbed up to the large ledge about two-
thirds up the face; the highest point reached by 
previous parties on the West Face, the headwall 
loomed above us; extremely overhanging for the 
remaining 1,800 feet to the summit. We returned 
to the tent, waited for a break in the storms to 
haul and got blasted by the worst storm of the 
climb, with Eric, John and I above, and Tom 
trapped below in continuous avalanches for 24 
hours. After we were all safely on the large ledge 
we realized that it was so downsloping and covered 
with loose rocks that we had to hang the tent to 
rest and escape the storm. We were now as high as 
anyone had ever been on the West Face. 

Pressured by our dwindling food supply, Tom 
and I set out to climb a 300-foot pedestal and start 
what we thought would be a great crack system on 
the upper headwall. The pedestal was so precari-
ous and covered in ice that we tunneled through 
like rats to the top. The start of the first pitch on 
the upper wall was a horror of rotten flakes and 
loose blocks. Tom led out and after extremely deli-
cate piton placements, a bolt and several hook 
moves, he took a screamer fall and shook us up a 
bit. After he finished a full rope lead on this stuff, 
I took over, traveled right under roofs, up rotten 
cracks and outdid him by taking an even wilder 
fall. The crack was so bad that my fall started by 
pulling out a "solid 5/8-inch" angle and was 
stopped by a tied-off knifeblade after pulling out 
two Friends, three stoppers and a one-inch piton 
driven in to the eye. Twenty-four hours later, after 
doing only two pitches, we returned to the tent 
feeling like whipped dogs. Mt. Thor was not giving 
us any slack at all. 

We rested; John and I then went up and 
climbed two more pitches on a 300-foot expanding 
flake we called "The Potato Chip." Climbing this 
flake required breaking away holes for hooks and 
alternating pins and hooks with free moves where  

the flake separated from the wall. We placed the 
anchors for our first hanging bivouac under a large 
bulge and turned over the lead to Eric and Tom. 
Continuous rotten nailing for Tom led to a wild 
traversing hook pitch for Eric, followed by a 
beautiful straight up dihedral under a giant roof. 
At this point, Tom had to make a crucial decision: 

to go up and right on solid granite with extremely 
thin cracks in a corner instead of straight up on 
rotten garbage rock which was the worst encoun-
tered so far on the climb. After being out for 28 
hours, Tom and Eric returned to the tent com-
pletely exhausted. I then jumared up with John 
who led a fine A3 pitch to a large roof where we 
placed the final hanging bivouac on the face. After 
setting up the wall tent and hauling the bags, we 
were so tired that we had to rest again for several 
hours. 

Rationed for days, and by now out of food, we 
felt ourselves becoming weaker as we rested, so 
Tom and I went out to climb the final 500 feet to 
the top as fast as possible. Thank God the weather 
was good during this period of time because we 
could not have stood another Baffin storm. The 
first pitch out, I started with about a dozen knife-
blades tied off, traversed on bat hooks and ended 
with a nasty flared roof crack up to a tiny ledge. 
Tom found hard, loose free climbing on the next 
pitch, and as we stood on a ledge looking up at a 
steep, poorly protected, slab to the top, we were in 
a dilemma as to how it could be climbed. We did 
not want to take the time and energy to drill it. 
We were starving. There were no cracks and it 
looked too steep to free climb in double boots. We 
had left our Fires far down below. I took off my 
outer boots, looked at the thin layer of rubber on 
the bottom of my inner boots and went for it in 
those. The pitch was 180 feet with two points of 
protection, which meant that Tom had to start 
climbing while I was 80 feet above my last point of 
protection. On top I set up an anchor, untied and 
fell to my knees and cried. Tom pulled on a giant 
block which fell on him as he jumared and banged 
him up pretty bad. John came up and helped me 
haul the gear while Eric jumared the final 500 feet 
in record time. We rested for a bit and walked up 
the final 200 feet to the summit together, happy 
after 33 days on Mt. Thor. El 
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Earl Red fern and John Bagley—the last haul. Photo by Tom Bepler. 

\ -t 
; 

26 SUMMIT I May-June, 1986 John Bagley and Tom Bepler at Camp 1 on Mt. Thor. Photo by Earl Red fern. 

THOR- direct west face 



Tom Bepler leading first virgin headwall pitch, A4 +. Photo by Earl Redfern 



Mountaineering Safety 

Caution on Ropes and Crampons 
Crampons With Clamp-On Bindings—A Warning 

(From an article by W. Atkin published in the Decem-
ber, 1985 edition of the New Zealand Alpine Club Bulletin) 

Several crampon types are now offered with the clamp-
on wire bindings. This binding offers several advantages 
over the traditional straps for securing crampon to boot. 
It also has some hidden hazards. 

Wire bindings are fast and easy to use, more durable 
and lighter than straps, and since they don't cross over 
the foot, less likely to contribute to frostbite. Despite 
manufacturer and retailer claims, there are few signifi-
cant differences between the various models of crampon 
offered with clamp-on bindings. Chouinard has eliminated 
the disconcerting sideways "heel slop" that is a feature of 
the Lowe Footfang design. But all clamp-on bindings grip 
the boot at toe and heel on the welt. The welt is the nar-
row platform on leather boots where the top is sewn down 
to the sole, and this shelf, though redundant in plastic 
boots, has been held over in the modern designs regard-
less of the boot material. The narrower the welt, the less 
security with a wire binding. Some boots are built with 
little welt, and all boots lose welt width with normal wear 
and tear in the field, particularly at the toe. 

The other catalogs 
get revised once a year, 
whether they need it or not! 

Other stores usually have to pay the typesetter, the 
photographer, and the skinny model, and as a result, their 
catalogs cost a bunch to print and mail. They end up 
revising them only once or twice per year. However our 
own "Plain Jane" is on a computer, and it lists exactly 
what is new and in stock1  because it is updated each day! 
Since it's done "in house' it costs us less to produce, and 
this means that you'll like our prices better. 

Also our huge selection. The last time we counted 
we listed' 758 items of gear. Some equipment is so new 
the other stores haven't had the chance yet to photograph 
it for their next year's catalog! 

Climbers know us for our hassle-free service and 
fast order turnaround. You can mail us a memo, or phone 
in your order for COD shipment, and either way, we 11 
ship your order the next day. Other stores push credit 
card sales and are quite willing to raise their prices to 
pay the bank's fee. Sorry, we don't accept plastic, but a 
check or M.O. will do wonders. The others usually also 
want to pay their shipping cost. For our customers 
UPS shipping is ffTwith air delivery at nominal charge. 

Check us out. Request a copy of our "Jane" and it 
will be mailed to you First Class. For sure, it will be 
different than the last one you saw, and if you still don't 
see the item you're looking for, just wait a day! 

We're "The Mountainaear
, 
 People"-- 

Nu'll like our prices'better! UPS 
livery is free, nominal charge 

for air. Add 6% tax in Calif. 
Request current "Plain Jane". 

MOUNTAIN HIGH 14\ LTD.1- 
of SIERRA DESERT GUIDES Cir'%b\ 

05  824 WEST GRAAF RIDGECREST, CA 93555 (619) 446-5643 
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There is also a fair amount of resilience in any boot, 
despite "rigid" claims, and this recoil from a front-point 
placement is hard ice, acting together or independently of 
a narrow/worn welt, can pop a wire-bound crampon off 
the boot. This is not a feature that is widely advertised or 
even admitted. However, it has happened twice in my 
experience, and to several acquaintances. I leave the 
consequences to your imagination. 

Detachment of the crampon from the boot has also 
occurred on medium angle ice, for instance, the summit of 
Cook, when French crampon technique has placed a large 
twisting force on the wire binding of the toe. So inadver-
tent release is a real hazard for climbers of all abilities 
across a wide range of ice conditions and angles. 

Action to improve wire binding security has been to 
either widen the welt, add over-the-toe wire/straps, or 
both. In my opinion, widening the welt, as with a hot nail 
on plastic boots, has not been effective. Release can be 
obtained on new boots with new welts, so attempts to 
deepen worn welts will only restore the system to, at 
best, an unsatisfactory condition. More success has been 
achieved by adding another wire bale or neoprene strap 
over the top of the toe, so that the boot is held down. 
With the proper degree of tension fore and aft, adjusted 
by the camming section of the heel clamp, the crampon 
stays on the boot. The wire is more durable, while the 
strap with buckle offers the option of adjustment to differ-
ent boots or to a boot with fitted overboots. Both could 
increase the possibility of frostbite in the toe area, com-
pared with an unaltered clamp-on binding. 

Ageing of Ropes 

An article on the ageing of Climbing ropes appeared in 
the C.A.F. (French Alpine Club) journal La Montage et 
Alpinisme, No. 2, 1985. The article was translated by N. 
Bendeli and summarized in the New Zealand Club Bulletin 
of December, 1985, from which the following is extracted: 

The study on rope ageing involved testing a sample of 
thirteen ropes. This is a relatively small sample, but the 
conclusions are sufficiently interesting to keep in mind. 

The study concluded: 
(1) A well-protected new rope does not age. It keeps 

its characteristics even eight years after manufacture 
PROVIDED: 

It is stored in a cool, dry, lightproof area, prefer-
ably in its original packaging, and 
It has absolutely never been used. Once it has 
been handled (even once) it seems that an irre-
versible process of ageing is started. 

(2) After two years, a rope does not conform to UIAA 
standards for falls, no matter what its appearance - A pro-
fessional or keen amateur must be aware that he should 
change his rope every year, or at least every second year. 
An occasional climber must not keep his rope for more 
than eight years. 

—B.C. Mountaineering Club Newsletter 



LO he Bookshelf 

JOSHUA TREE ROCK CLIMBING GUIDE by Randy 
Vogel. Published by Chockstone Press, 526 Franklin St., 
Denver, Colorado 80218. 401 pgs., soft cover, 6x9 inches, 
black and white photos, sketches, $25.00. 

Joshua Tree Rock Climbing Guide covers an area within 
the Joshua Tree National Monument, a few miles from a 
small desert community of Joshua Tree, in Southern Cali-
fornia. In the early 1950's and '60's, the rock climbing sec-
tion of the Sierra Club in Southern California scheduled 
weekend climbs at the Monument during the winter 
months, and I am sure that at that time no one would ever 
have imagined a 400-page climbers' guide describing hun-
dreds of routes on the many rock outcroppings through-
out the Monument. 

Climbing in Joshua Tree National Monument is no long-
er just a climbing mecca for Southern California climbers. 
It has become a climber's haven for the winter months for 
climbers from all over the United States. The summary 
page of the guide is even printed in French, Japanese and 
German to enable climbers from these countries to get 
more out of their visits to the area. 

The ideal time for climbing in the Monument is from 
October through April or May, but sometimes May can 
become a bit too hot. The guide uses the Yosemite Deci-
mal System and has a chart comparing it to the other rat-
ings being used around the country. Although most of the 
climbs are one and two pitches, they are challenging, with 
ratings from 5.7 to over 5.12. The routes are listed in the 
back of the guide according to their ratings. There is also 
an index of the climbs. 

There are several campgrounds in the Monument, but 
since the majority of the climbing is in the Hidden Valley 
area, this is the most popular camping spot. There is no 
fee for camping, but also there is no water, no food, no 
accommodations. It is a delightful area for camping. If one 
prefers to eat out, it is fourteen miles to Joshua Tree and 
perhaps another six miles to Yucca Valley, a larger com-
munity with more in the way of fast food restaurants, 
motels, etc. 

Two topo maps have been reproduced in the Guide for a 
general overview of the Monument and climbing areas. 
There is a sketch map showing the approximate position 
of the rocks in relation to the campgrounds and roads 
leading to the area from around Southern California. The 
climbing routes have been overlayed on excellent black 
and white photos, and, in many cases, the routes are fur-
ther described with sketch maps. 

Joshua Tree Climbing Guide at first seems a bit expen-
sive at $25.00. However, considering all the work involved 
in gathering the information on the hundreds of routes 
and putting it together, plus the high cost of printing to-
day, the price is about right.  

RHYMES TO PREDICT THE WEATHER by Don Hag-
gerty. SpringMeadow Publisher, P.O. Box 31038, Seattle 
98103. Paperbound, 132 pages, $8, plus $1 postage. 

The author writes, "For a show so grand as the one 
offered us by the weather, you would think that by now 
someone would surely have conjured a way to charge ad-
mission to those wishing to partake of it. But, no. Admis-
sion is still free. Good seats are plentiful. There are no in-
termissions or commercial interruptions." 

How true this is for mountaineers! What an opportunity 
we have to study the heavens and learn to predict weath-
er patterns. Rhymes to Predict the Weather gives good, 
practical, easy to understand information about the 
clouds, winds, barometric pressure, temperatures and all 
kinds of weather phenomena, and then uses rhymes to 
help you remember. 

There are ten chapters in the book: Introduction to 
Weather Forecasting Principles; Air Movement: How 
Weather Gets its Start; Coriolis: The "Swirling Force; 
Global Winds and General Air Circulation; Weather Sys-
tem Winds; Mentally Positioning Yourself Within a 
Weather System; Wind; Clouds; Barometric Pressure; 
Temperatures; Humidity and the Dew Point; and Other 
Weather Phenomena. 

You probably won't be able to immediately start fore-
casting the weather upon reading Rhymes to Predict the 
Weather, but it gives you a tool to work with through the 
easy-to-read text and sketches, and then provides 119 
original rhymes to help you remember. It's a fun book. 
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Mountaineering Safety 

The effects ol  

5.10 
P.O. Box 1390, Glendale, CA 91209 

818-768-3068 

Climbers have been warned over the years that 
light (ultraviolet radiation), acids (battery acid 
and acid rain), along with other factors may dam-
age climbing ropes. Yet, very little information is 
available in North America on what effect ultra-
violet radiation and acid rain have on climbing 
ropes. Although much research has been done on 
this subject in Europe by the rope manufacturers 
and by the German Alpine Club, very little has 
been translated into English. 

During the winter of 1985 I was part of a project 
at Oregon State University investigating the ef-
fects of ultraviolet radiation and acid rain on 
climbing ropes. It was our hope to add some new 
information on the subject that would be of benefit 
to both the European and North American climb-
ing communities. 

Previous tests were performed by Mammut 
using natural ultraviolet radiation (direct sun-
light). Part of their results, however, were 
overshadowed by the effects of pollutants in the 
air which actually caused more damage to the 
ropes than the ultraviolet radiation. The decision 
was made to simulate the ultraviolet radiation and 
acid rain in the laboratory rather than rely on their 
natural occurrence. By performing a laboratory 
simulation, it was possible to maintain a controlled 
environment and have continuous exposure of 
ultraviolet radiation and acid rain. 

Fluorescent black lights were used as an ultra-
violet radiation source. The black lights radiated 
the major portion of their energy in the ultraviolet 
region, peaking at 356.0 nanometers, while emit-
ting 45.2 watts/sqmeter. This radiation was 2.5 
times larger than the natural occurring radiation 
found in Corvallis, Oregon on an extremely clear 
day. Since ultraviolet radiation intensity varies 
with altitude and latitude, it is possible for this 
simulated radiation to be typical of a high moun-
tain peak. The ropes were turned periodically so 
they had a uniform exposure. 

The acid rain solution was designed to simulate 
the acid rain found in the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains, which has a pH of approximately 4.0. A 
stronger than normal pH was used so any effects 
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IV tediell'on end Sold tol'n on climbing topes 
By Allen R. Sanderson 

might be magnified. The acid rain solution con-
sisted of mixing 50% by volume reagent grade 
nitric acid and sulfuric acid into tap water until a 
pH of 3.0 was obtained. The pH of the solution 
was monitored throughout the experiment. Al-
though the solution had an initial pH of 3.0, as 
exposure time increased the solution neutralized. 
The pH of the acid rain solution after 500 hours 

was 6.5. It is possible that the acid rain solution 
reacted with both the climbing ropes and the 
plastic containers the ropes were in. 

The climbing ropes were subjected to ultraviolet 
radiation or the acid rain solution (a 9mm dry rope 
was soaked in the acid rain solution while a 11mm 
rope was exposed to ultraviolet radiation) for time 
periods ranging from 0 to 500 hours. An average 
climbing year can be defined as 20 days with 10 
hours of use per day. Thus, 500 hours of exposure 
would correspond to 21/2  years of use. Because of 
high statistical variance associated with rope test-
ing, 3 samples of each rope were taken every 50 
hours, starting at 50 hours and continuing to 500 
hours of exposure. 

The effects of ultraviolet radiation and acid rain 
on the ropes were determined by measuring the 
change in their static tensile strength with increas-
ing exposure time. The testing results indicated an 
increase in static tensile strength with exposure 
time for both the ultraviolet radiation and acid 
rain samples. After 500 hours of exposure to ultra-
violet radiation, the static strength of the samples 
increased by 700 lbs., (6500 lbs. to 7200 lbs.) and 
the samples exposed to acid rain increased by 400 
lbs. (3800 lbs. to 4200 lbs.). Some possible reasons 
for this are: the ropes lost some of their ductility, 
which usually causes an increase in static 
strength; or, due to possible fiber shrinkage, the 
core and mantle tension was better balanced, 
which may also cause an increase in strength; or, a 
combination of these or other factors. We conclud-
ed that neither ultraviolet radiation nor acid rain 
reduced static rope strength. 

The UIAA drop test was performed on 2 
unexposed samples and 2 samples with 500 hours 
of exposure. The results of this testing showed a  

slight decrease in dynamic strength but because of 
limited testing, it was not possible to draw any 
firm conclusions. 

Based on these results, two comments can be 
made: (1) There is no need to be concerned about 
the influence of ultraviolet radiation and acid rain 
on climbing ropes—the emphasis should be placed 
on general use and abuse. (2) Perhaps most impor-
tant, a rope log should be kept to record what type 
of use the rope has seen and when it should be 
replaced. 

I would like to thank the many companies and 
people for their assistance in this project: Blue 
Water Ropes, GTE Sylvania, Marine and Indus-
trial Resins, New England Ropes, and the project 
advisor Dr. Jim Rawers. 

FAIR PRICES. 
CAME 7 New Ridge 0-deg Down Bag $165/$175 
CAF:IBDU Pol aria -5-deg OLiallOf i 1 $130/$I40 

CARIBOU Solstice +10-deg Quallofil $115/$125 
MOSS Olympic Tent $345 With Vestibule $395 
MOSS Star Dome $325. With Vestibule $375 
CLIMB HIGH/SALEWA Sierra Nevada Tent $155 
FAMOUS TRAILS 3-man Geo Tent/US Poles $95 
WILD COUNTRY Friends, Complete Set $230 
LOWE Specialist I Pack, 4925 cu-in $260 

WILD THINGS Andinista Pack, 5500+ Cu-in $190 
WILD THINGS Gore-Tex Bivvy w/Stuf-Fsack $105 

LATOK Mark Nil-ford Free Climb Harness S,M $42 
SHERFA Light-foot/Tucker Claw Snowshoes $150 
STEINER Filot/Aero 8x3Ci Binocs. c/Case $120 
BLUE WATER Dynamic Non-Dry Rope 11 x 165 $75 
JOE BROWN Light Helmet, Red S,M,L $40 
CLIMB HIGH FACE NORD Climbing Helmet M.L. $30 
CAMP Annapurna Ice Axe 80. 85, 90 cm $35 
MSR Whisperlite $35. X-GK $64. Flask $4 
SILVA Ranger 15TD Compass $29 
EXACTUS II (U.S.) Blood Pressure Cuff $40 
PAMPA Waterproof Headlamp w13 Duracells $20 
PANASONIC Headlamp with 4 AA Duracells $16 
OUTDOOR RESEARCH Compact First Aid Kit $27 
SILVA Ranger 15CL Compass with Clinometer $33 
SALEWA Flex Crampons 81k Epoxy Finish $39 
THERM-A-REST Ultralite Pad 3/4 $34. Long $44 
OUTDOOR PRODUCTS Nylon Rain Parka, S.M.L $25 
THOMMEN Al t meter 21000 ft $13.0. 27000 $160 

We're 'The Mountaingear People"- 
yoll like our prices better! UPS 
d

u'
elivery is free nominal charge 

for air. Add 66 tax ri Calif. 
Request current 'Plain Jane". 

MOUNTAIN HIGH - LTD. 
of SIERRA DESERT GUIDES 

824 WEST GRAAF RIDGECREST, CA 93555 (619) -146-5643 
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C and S Engineering Corp. 
P.O. Box 710 
Marysville WA 98270 
Call 24 Hours 206-659-6413 

and 

Dear Editor: 
I write as the mother of John Atthowe 

whom Kevin Dye has written of in "Re-
flection on a Tragedy" in your Nov.-
Dec., 1985 issue. I want to thank you for 
publishing the article for two reasons: 
First, because it may help others to sur-
vive such an unexpected storm by fore-
thought and preparation, and second, be-
cause it makes more human those who 
lived and died in that storm and what 
they did to survive as long as they did. 
Kevin had sent to me a draft of the arti-
cle (we met through the mails), and I 
had planned to send copies to John's 
friends who are far-flung and wondering 
about his death. 

I know that Kevin wrote the article for 
several reasons. The first was to help 
others avert such a tragedy in the moun-
tains. Second, he wanted to preserve the 
dignity of those who died, especially, and 
also, those who lived. He had a special 
reason for doing this and, sadly, that 
reason was again revealed in your maga-
zine. For at the end of Kevin's article 
you add a "Comment on Teton Tragedy" 
and quote from the November, 1985 
issue of The Rescue Rucksack. Probably 
the saddest part of that tragedy for me 
was to discover that all those five did 
not work as one accord to help each 
other. And, it is even sadder to have to 
read as "further light" the report Paul 
Johnson gave to that publication and to 
others. 

When we heard the news of the terri-
ble ordeal and deaths, we travelled im-
mediately to Jackson, Wyoming, arriv-
ing there the day after the five were 
brought down from the mountain. At 
that time, none of John's family knew 
any of the five climbers except John, in-
cluding his close friend Greg Findley. It 
was too late to visit Greg in Intensive 
Care at the hospital, if they would have 
let us in. It was too late to visit the other 
survivor, Paul Johnson of the Seattle 
group. I called to see how he was and he 
was very anxious to talk about the or-
deal from beginning to end over the tele-
phone. From him I learned how he and 
Ken Webb came upon the three from 
Jackson huddled under a ledge on the 
summit block. From him I learned he led 
them, confused and etc., down off the 
summit block. From him I learned that 
he decided not to lead them further that  

night with but one light among them. He 
said they shared food with the Jackson 
climbers in the morning and then he led 
them again because he claimed he had 
been on the mountain four times before. 
He described how John fell, how bad he 
felt having to tell Greg in the wind and 
snow. He described how he and Greg 
were setting up the last rappel above the 
cliff bands, how he saw a light below, 
how he flashed distress signals with his 
light. He talked about seeing a psycholo-
gist, a priest, that day to deal with his 
feelings, how angry he was at Ken for 
not bringing the ten essentials, and at 
the Jackson climbers for not bringing 
the ten essentials. I believed Paul, that 
he was the leader, the guiding spirit, the 
wise one. I never saw Greg until the next 
day, and then only briefly and again 
spoke to him only briefly the following 
day. I went home thinking the three 
Jackson climbers were very irresponsi-
ble. Paul was extremely upset about 
news reports that all five went up 
against the rangers' warnings of a storm, 
and he vowed to have that misinforma-
tion corrected, railing all the while at 
the media. 

We talked to many rangers, especially 
to the two, Renny and Jim, who were the 
first to reach the two survivors. I told 
them what Paul had said about the ten 
essentials and how they would have sur-
vived with them. These two pointed out 
that to carry the ten essentials would 
mean to take much longer for the climb 
and not the eight hours up and back 
which the climbers planned. These two 
rangers indicated that the tragedy had 
not convinced them to change their 
climbing practices. Also, they reported 
having gone to spend the evening before 
with the Rocky Mountain Park climbing 
rangers from Colorado who were ahead 
of the Jackson climbers, whom the Jack-
son climbers followed up, though them-
selves, according to the rangers, were 
wearing sneakers, and less clothing than 
the Jackson climbers, according to Greg. 
Evidently those climbers were practicing 
the common plan to go up and down fast 
and light. The rangers report that those 
Rocky Mountain rangers barely made it 
back to base camp with their lives. 

When I returned home I learned that 
Greg did not agree with Paul's report of 

F,., rs 
TEAS Elf-F 'ThEW 
114 

frft7D ~~_  

Poud/i 

BuL+ e ScL-
RE- p ç. 
COkDSIBLJ 

base price $215 32 SUMMIT I May-June, 1986 

$300 
HAUL ThBES START]ING AT $85 00 intro. price 



the ordeal. I recall saying to Paul in 
Jackson that it looked like it was a trade 
off—Ken's life for Greg's because of the 
food and clothes shared, and that it 
looked as if Ken and Paul would have 
been better off had they never met the 
three Jackson climbers, and Paul agreed. 
That was a heavy load for the parents of 
John to bear for we knew John prided 
himself on being careful as his NOLS 
courses had taught him, and that he 
would not want to endanger anyone else 
or inconvenience anyone else because of 
his failure. So when we learned from 
Greg that the reports of the survivors to 
the rangers did not agree, we were 
perplexed. 

Because we did not demand a lot of 
the story from Paul or Greg, and because 
Greg was in Intensive Care, Paul's vers-
ion was the first to reach the media. We 
have learned since from Greg and from 
the evidence the rangers found, that 
Paul's account, as you reported, does not 
agree with what Greg and the rangers 
observed, or what the evidence shows. 

Paul, according to Greg and the rang-
ers' report, continued on into the storm 
when he should have turned back. They 
were behind the Jackson climbers who 
passed them early in the morning on the 
way up. It was John's idea, according to 
Greg, to travel light and fast, up and 
down, and then to go for the top when 
they met the Colorado climbing rangers 
who told them how great it was on top. 
It was also John, according to Greg, who 
went out from the ledge they huddled 
under to offer help to the voices they 
heard after the storm hit, the voices of 
Paul and Ken. It was also John who kept 
saying the group should get moving and 
not to try to wait out the storm. He and 
Greg, according to Greg, then went out 
to set up that first rappel off the summit 
block. 

According to Greg, no food was 
shared. The Seattle men had lemon 
drops, the Jackson climbers had granola. 
Greg said their food could be found on 
the mountain until spring because it was 
frozen to the rocks. None of the Jackson 
climbers, when found, had on any cloth-
ing which was not his own, including 
John. According to Greg, Ken Webb 
loaned John his extra pair of long under-
wear, which was wet at the time, to wrap  

around his hands on Wednesday night 
when they were forced to bivouac at 
13,000 feet. He returned this to Ken be-
fore morning. Greg said that when the 
two parties first met, Ken and Paul rated 
themselves as at a lower level of climb-
ing skill than Paul later told the news-
papers. Greg said on the first night of 
the storm Ken and the three Jackson 
climbers lay on top of each other, shift-
ing turns to the bottom, and that Paul, 
far from helping and sharing, lay alone 
and complained if one of them accidently 
kicked him. Paul guided the group at 
two points in the wrong direction, failed 
to take the lead, failed to tie John down. 
When the rangers found Paul and Greg, 
they reported that Paul would not have 
lasted two hours, was hallucinating, ask-
ing if they brought the movies, etc. Greg 
was lucid and alert, remembered when he 
heard their names, that one of them had 
climbed Everest with a friend who had 
gone up McKinley with Greg and John. 
Greg had tied Paul at the top of the 
rappel and was down at the bottom with 
the light which Greg, not Paul, would 
then had to have flashed. 

When Paul went back to Seattle and 
began to expand on his account to the 
media and our families and friends, talk-
ing about sharing everything five ways, 
about deaths because of such sharing, we 
and Greg were upset, especially Greg 
who was the only other one who had ex-
perienced the ordeal. I left the matter 
where it lay until Kevin Dye's attempt 
to rectify it in SUMMIT was undercut 
by the "further light" from the Tacoma 
Mountain Rescue Unit, Paul's group 
using Paul's words. 

We never want to see anyone's child 
suffer and die as our only son has. It 
causes great pain to have to write this, 
to have to hear or read Paul's comments 
because they are not intended to help 
anyone. And it does no good to dull 
climbers into a false security by helping 
them believe that those climbers up 
there were a group of foolhardy "boys" 
out on a lark, and that others are too 
careful to be caught so tragically. There 
were others on the mountain that day, 
expert, experienced, and highly fit, who 
almost did not survive themselves. 

I asked Kevin Dye his opinion, and he 
said climbers all have at least one close  

call and that close call teaches them that 
extra sixth sense, that extra caution 
afterwards. John and Nils did not sur-
vive that close call in order to learn that 
extra caution. Greg did, and Paul claims 
he will climb no more. I asked Kevin if 
those who died did so because of lack of 
experience. He answered that they died 
because the worst early storm in 26 
years hit them and never let up. One 
story for future climbers would be how 
they survived so long before they died 
and how Paul and Greg, who did not 
have all the ten essentials, lived, for 
there will indeed be others caught un-
aware in the mountains. 
Jean D. Atthowe 
Far Hills, New Jersey 

This publication is 
available in microform 
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Mountain Moods 

4;VANb AbVENTO 
continued from page 12 

the road. At first I fear for my life as it appears 
I'm going to have to enter an overhanging, seven-
foot-wide death chimney. I'm debating the relative 
horrors of entering the death chimney or rapelling 
into the deadly nettles when a wonderful sight ap-
pears! There's a perfect, overhanging Al crack 
running up the wall to the left of the chimney. 
From the top of the crack I pendulum into a more 
reasonable looking chimney to an off-width crack 
where I discover a unique climbing technique—call 
it the MSR helmet-head jam. Yes, here I am stand-
ing on a chockstone, and my head is stuck! Des-
perate situtations call for desperate solutions. Us-
ing aid from a 4-inch bong placed endwise on 
crystals allows me to free my wedged head from 
my helmet. A few more feet of wild swinging up 
the off-width, and the difficult climbing is over. 
Five hundred more feet of moderate climbing takes 
us to the top. 

Now all that remains is the descent. The ranger 
said it's easy. How many times have I heard that 
before? After a couple of hours stumbling down an 
imaginary game trail, we finally find some water. 
We were so thirsty we left tongue prints on a 
boulder. But a torrential downpour a half-mile 
from the car wasn't my idea of a glorious finish to 
what may have been the second or third ascent of 
the North Face of the Grand Sentinel. Second or 
third ascent? I'll never know for sure. But one 
thing I do know, climbing a Kings Canyon big 
wall, whether an established route or one of the 
many new route possibilities, will always be an 
adventure. 

Accessory 
Straps 

Of neoprene-nylon as used in our crampon 
straps, carefully made with copper belt rivets 
and steel roller buckles. No time limit on our 
guarantee, and postpaid service. 

For information, send 22 cents to: 
BRUCE BECK, Dept. M 

P.O. Box 2223 
Santa Barbara, California 93120 USA 

34 SUMMIT I May-June, 1986 

FoD Boanô Spire 

Around this granite spire 

Whose spear tipped shaft 
Cuts clean the foggy gut 

Of a grey and weeping sky, 

The wind moans low. 

Solid spa tters from above 

Mark the cyrstal tears 

That flash through space 

Or crawl the moss, 

Like diamonds light the lichen. 

Below is nothing, even less 

Unless the grey is weighed 

In values of a mood 

Of empty vastness clean, 

Wind washed and somber. 

—R. 0. Lee 

A Story That 

DIOn't Hit The Paperzs 

Near twilight a man comes up the trail, 

stopping all the hikers to find out 

if someone saw his son—eleven, 

light blue jacket, about five feet tall. 

While we were on the summit, naming 

the small towns below, turning our backs 
on Boston's skyline, hazy in distance, 

a Piper Cub circled boulders that have claimed 
lives and search parties—cut his engine, 
drifted of f like a boy lost. 

—Martin Robbins 



Climbers hiking through Morovitz Meadow in the National Recreation Area. This section is part of that portion excluded 

from the Mt. Baker Wilderness Area. See article page 8. Photo by Tim Boyer 

The things we like best in wilderness are transitory; 
evening light, sunrises and sunsets, fall colors, strong winds, 

storms, lightning, new snow, full moons, and more. The 
essence of all things is the moment. They happen, and to 

experience them, to see them, we need to be in the 
right place with the right attitude. 

—Tim Boyer and Ginger Oppenheimer 
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BOOTS & BOOT REPAIR 

BOOTMAKING: Technical, hiking, ski and walk-
ing boots carefully handmade and fitted by John 
W. Calden, P.O. Box 389A, Frisco, Colorado 
80443. 303/668-3402. 

MOUNTAIN FOOTWEAR SPECIALIST - 
Make it stick with Spanish Fly high friction 
rubber for any brand of rock shoes. Free catalog 
of repair services and accessories. Komito Boots, 
Crags Drive, Box 2106, Estes Park, CO 80517. 
(303) 586-5391. 

MOUNTAIN HIGH, LTD. for rockshoes: 1986 
FIRES $84, CATS $89, price includes free Ricky 
Rock Rat T-shirt (S,M,L,XL). 1986 CALIMAS 
$74. Free shipping, of course. 6% tax in CA. 824 
W. Graaf, Ridgecrest, CA 93555. 

EQUIPMENT & SOFTWARE 

MOUNTAINEERING HARDWARE, SOFT-
GOODS and More! Free catalog. Write: Hansen 
Mountaineering, Inc., 757 North State, Orem, 
Utah 84057. 

Warm, lightweight cap. Combination of no-itch 
pile with Storm Shed Breathable fabric. Elasti-
cized back for snug fit. Mt. Logo: "Because it's 
there." Colors: Red with Navy, Royal Blue with 
Navy, Gray with Navy, Black with Red. Sizes: S, 
M, L. Ex. L. $19.95 pp. Summit Products, POB 
H, Big Bear City, CA 92314. 

GUIDED CLIMBS & EXPEDITIONS 

Join us for climbs in ALASKA, RUSSIA, 
SOUTH AMERICA: DENALI, PEAK COM-
MUNISM, ACONCAGUA. For complete infor-
mation: MOUNTAIN TRIP, Gary Bocarde, Box 
41161, Dept. 5, Anchorage, Alaska 99509. (907) 
345-6499. 

ALASKA-DENALI GUIDING. Join us for expe-
ditions on Mt. McKinley and other activities in 
Denali National Park. Alpine seminars, mountain 
hikes, skiing in the Alaska Range. Custom trips 
State wide. Brian and Diane Okonek, Box 326, 
Talkeetna, Alaska 99676. (907) 733-2649. 

ACONCAGUA, 7021 meters. Join Genet Expedi-
tions for expeditions "to the summit." For more 
information write: Genet Expeditions, Inc., 
Talkeetna, Alaska 99676. (907) 376-5120. 

EXPEDITIONS TO ALASKA'S DENALI, Mt. 
McKinley, Mooses Tooth and Peak 11,300 feet 
April - June, followed by expeditions and treks 
throughout the Karakoram and Himalaya, 
September-November. Contact Michael Coving-
ton or Fantasy Ridge, P.O. Box 1679, Telluride, 
CO 81435. Ph # (303) 728-3546. 

MT. McKINLEY EXPEDITIONS— Climb with 
experienced professional McKinley guides, For 
brochure write: Rainier Mountaineering, Inc. 201 
St. Helens, Tacoma, WA 98402. 

MOUNTAINEERING LITERATURE & FILM 

1001+ DIFFERENT BOOKS: Guides, narra-
tives, techniques. Mountaineering, backpacking, 
skiing, whitewater. Discounts! Free Catalog. 
BACKCOUNTRY BOOKSTORE, Box 191y, 
Snohomish, WA 98290. 

BACK ISSUES OF SUMMIT for sale: 121 vols., 
exc. condition. Complete for: 1961, '63, 1965-72; 
'59 Apr. only: '56-60 REPRINTS in 1 vol.: 1960, 
Jan., Feb., Mar. missing; 1962, Aug. missing; 
1964, July-Aug., Sept., Dec. only; 1973, Jan. thru 
Apr. only: Terms: M .O. or certified check, $100 
the lot plus shipping chgs. (UPS), 32 lbs. Tele-
phone (818) 886-1946 after 6 PM. 

Complete unbound sets of 1985 SUMMIT issues 
$12 plus $2 postage & handling. Send check or 
money order to SUMMIT, P.O. Box 1889, Big 
Bear Lake, California 92315. 

ROCK, ICE, WINTER CLIMBING COURSES 

PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION in Rock 
Climbing, Alpine Mountaineering, Mountain 
Rescue, and more. (Meant for the serious climber 
who wants to get the most for his/her money, 
written and practical test, certificates awarded.) 
Write Hansen Mountaineering, Inc., 757 North 
State, Orem, Utah 84057. 

BELLINGHAM MOUNTAIN GUIDES offers 
instruction in Rock and Alpine climbing. For free 
brochure, write or call (206) 734-4426. B.M.G., P0 
Box 6091, Bellingham, WA 98227. 

ROCK CLIMBING INSTRUCTION and guided 
ascents for the novice to expert with Michael 
Covington and the Fantasy Ridge Guides will be 
available June - September in the San Juan 
Mountains of SW Colorado at beautiful Telluride. 
Outings for the entire family. Fantasy Ridge, P0 
Box 1679, Telluride, CO 81435. Ph (303) 728-3546. 

RAINIER MOUNTAINEERING INCORPOR-
ATED—the most complete snow and ice climbing 
school in the United States offers climbing 
seminars and summit climbs. For brochure, write 

to: RMI, 201 St. Helens, Washington 98056. 

Subscribe to 
SUMMIT 

—still a bargain at $12 per year— 

(6 issues per year) 
Send check or money order to: 

SUMMIT Magazine 
P.O. Box 1889 

Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 

BOOKS. 11  

THE SHISHAPANGMA EXPEDI11ON 

By Doug Scott and Alex Macintyre. Pub-
lished by The Mountaineers. An account of 
the successful 1982 British climb of the 
formidable south face of Shishapangma, 
done fast and light, alpine style, with 
limited finances. Rich in anecdotes of the 
frustrations of crossing backcountry Tibet. 
Winner of 1984 Boardman & Tasker Award 
for outstanding contribution to mountain 
literature. 322 pages, 58 photos, hard-
bound, $18.95 plus $1.70 postage # hand-
ling. (Calif. res. add 6% sales tax.) 

? 

THE ARMCHAIR MOUNTAINEER 

By David Reuther and John Thorn. Pub-
lished by Charles Scribner's Sons. A pan-
oramic view of mountaineering history, 
lore, techniques, literature—featuring over 
50 selections of the finest, most exciting 
writing on climbing. Chris Bonington 
writes on his harrowing climb over loose 
ice and snow on the murderous South 
Face of Annapurna; Sir Edmund Hillary 
shares his satisfaction and relief at attain-
ing his great price—the summit of Ever-
est; Yvon Chouinard admires the glacier-
polished rocks of Yosemite—the testing 
ground for new techniques. Maurice Her-
zog remembers battling cold, despair and 
frostbite during an agonizing bivouac in a 
crevasse; and many others! Hardbound, 
$19.95 plus $1.70 postage & handling. 
(Calif. res. add 6% sales tax.) 

SUMMIT PRODUCTS 
404 North Shore Drive, P.O. Box H 

Big Bear City, California 92314 

The MARKETPLACE 
30 per word - PREPAID 
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By John Svenson 
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