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Suffering f rom hypothermia on the side of  Half  Dome in
Yosemite during one of the worst storms of the decade,  John
Middendorf became l i fe-threateningly aware that there were

no storm-proof portaledges avai lable at the t ime.
Middendorf,  an engineer and big wall  cl imber,  resolved to

change that .
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X9$'*54!4),*-!,+5)*!+'*-5!*)T

'%F)%5'%.!5$)!2#*5,3)(.)!:'5$
5$)!BN!()-'.%!'%!H`af>!'%
LWHf>!"#$%!&'(()%(#*+

2*#(01)(!5$)!+'*-5!)Y2)('5'#%
Qd!2#*5,3)(.)!+#*!&,*)7

=,.,%#:'1E>!:$#!5$)%!0-)(!'5
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,55)/25)(!'%!,!23,1)!:$)*)!+'Y)(!,%1$#*->!+'Y)(!*#2)-!,%(!5*,()!*#05)-!('(!%#5!)Y'-58!
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